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New Blessings for the Nigerian Bible Students 
The following report was submitted by 

Br. Cajetan Egbu of the Nigerian Bible Stu-
dents. Formore infoimation contact Br. Egbu 
via E-mail at: egbucaje@gmail.com  

Bible Students activities began in Nige-
ria in the early 1970s. The first General 
Convention was held in 1983. Bible Stu-
dent efforts in Nigeria therefore began nearly 
40 years ago. 

Previous efforts have been made to regis-
ter the body with the Nigerian government 
but without success. Mandate was given to 
the present servants of the body during the 
business meeting of the General Conven-
tion of Nigeria Bible Students held at 
Emmanuel College Owerri Imo State on 
Saturday, August 22, 2009, seeking to reg-
ister the body with the Federal Government 
of Nigeria. We are very happy to inform all 
brethren throughout the world that the man-
date has been accepted. By the grace of the 
Almighty Jehovah through our King Jesus 
Christ the Nigerian Bible Students have 
been officially registered with the govern-
ment as "Nigerian Bible Students Ecclesia 
Mission." (NBSEM) 

The name we had been answering to be-
fore this was rejected by the Corporate Af-
fairs Commission. We suggested about 15 
different names all of which were rejected. 
To the glory of God we are now a fully 
registered and recognized religious body in 
the country of Nigeria. 

The following are some of the benefits of 
being registered as a religious organization 
in Nigeria: 

Greetings in the Lord 

We are thankful to be able to present you 
with another issue of the Bible Students 
Newsletter. The constantly changing face of 
the Bible Student Movement has often been 
reflected in the Newsletter and we have now 
undergone some personnel changes and 
have a slightly different organizational 
structure. Some policy changes may occur 
to guide and determine present and future 
decisions. We humbly ask for your prayers 
regarding the future of the Bible Students 
Newsletter and as always we welcome your 
comments and suggestions. ❑ 

(1) We now have the right to invite any 
brother or sister to visit us here in Nigeria. 
The days are gone when brethren from USA 
and other parts of the world will visit us as 
tourists. Brethren have the right to come here 
as Bible Student missionaries and be ac- 
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corded the privileges that missionaries en-
joy in Nigeria and Nigerian embassies in any 
part of the world. 

(2) We have the right to conduct wedding 
ceremonies and to issue valid wedding cer-
tificates. 

(3) We also have the 
right to issue baptismal 
certificates for our breth-
ren that have been bap-
tized. 

Words are not enough 
to express our joy to our 
heavenly Father towards 
this accomplishment. 

In recent activities 
brethren in Okpuala 
Ngwa held their first mini 
convention on Saturday, 
August 21, 2010. The 
theme was "Shine As 
Light in the World."— 

Matt. 5:16, with the following ecclesias rep-
resented: Ibadan, Lagos, Onitsha, Agwa, 
Ohoba, Awarra, Oron City, Udung Uko and 
the host of the convention Okpuala Ngwa. It 
was a very successful convention which 
ended with joy. Bible Student literature and 
magazines were also distributed. 

We also have had the opportunity to visit 
a number of ecclesias in Nigeria. For ex-
ample Br. Loveday Omereji the elder of the 
Awarra Ecclesia led us to their place of 
fellowship where brethren were waiting for 
us. They were very happy when we arrived. 
They welcomed us with beautiful songs. 
One of the new interests said that he was so 
happy with the way the discourses were 
presented. Some study material and hymn 
books were distributed to fill the still press-
ing need. 

While returning to Agwa the hired bus 
broke down just after passing the bush areas. 
We were very fortunate that it happened 
where people live. After we managed to find 
a mechanic he examined the bus and found 
that the fan in the motor had broken in two. 
Because it was Sunday there was no place to 
purchase the part. We left the bus there and 
made alternative arrangements. We were also 
fortunate to find another bus that took us to 
Agwa. All were very happy when we arrived 
at Agwa to the glory of God. By the Lord's 
grace the bus was fixed the next day. 

Brethren in Nigeria require your prayers 
and encouragement to survive the spiritual 
and temporal situations they are facing. ❑ 



Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"But thou, 0 LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head." — Psalm 3:3 

■ Sr. Doris Borowiec (1801 NE 201st Ave., Unit C-2, Fairview, 
OR 97024) has been in and out of the hospital frequently this past 
year for treatment of a rare cancer. After August 24 she had two major 
surgeries within three weeks. Up until the last year she had been in 
good health. The change of experiences is an "Ebenezer." With the 
assistance of the prayers and cards from the brethren she is able to 
rejoice. She appreciates the loving support at the Bible Student 
Retirement Center. 

■ Sr. Evelyn Doran (6813 Green Manor Dr., Louisville, KY 
40228) continues at 97 years of age to rejoice in the Lord's 
abundant provisions. Her natural and spiritual families are his 
instruments to supply many of her needs. She still hosts the mid-
week meetings and attends on Sundays when strong enough to 
ascend the stairs. No longer able to attend out of town conventions 
she misses the brethren. She is thankful despite various minor 
aliments that her hearing and eyesight serve her well. She trusts the 
Lord for all things thanking him for calling her to be a child of God. 

■ Br. Gene and Sr. Charlene Homolka (1504 Cheyenne Dr., 
Ft. Collins, CO 80525) have served the Lord while suffering 
physical afflictions. Diagnosed with cancer three years ago Br. 
Gene is outliving the doctor's expectations. The cancer destroyed 
some of the vertebrae in his spine but with pain medication he is able 
to walk and function. He continues to lead phone studies with his 
consecrated children. 

Doctors believe Sr. Charlene has Lupus but the blood tests do not 
confirm it is her condition. She prays for strength so she can assist 
others in their trials. Additionally she has had the upsetting expe-
rience of having a thief break into her car and steal her leather book 
bag containing her Bible, Volumes, Manna and Tabernacle books 
all of which she had since first coming into the Truth 35 years ago. 
The Homolkas keep all their affairs in the Lord's hands when tried, 
always finding his grace sufficient. 

■ Br. Eliezer Jjuuko (Bulindo-Kira, Via Kireka, Kira 
Subcounty, Wakiso District, Uganda) suddenly awoke in the 
middle of the night from a sound sleep when his arm moved and hit 
something. Alarmed he lit a torch and found a snake. With Br. 
Samuel's help he killed the snake, but did not realize it had bitten 
him until he started to itch. Taken to the hospital later in the day Br. 
Eliezer received an injection to counteract the poison. Pain 
developed in his leg later spreading to his entire body. Reluctantly 
he canceled participation in a public witness. Returning the next 
day to the hospital a nurse gave him tablets. Br. Eliezer' s desire is 
to be well enough Lord willing, to fulfill his public meeting 
commitments. He relies on the Lord for grace sufficient to serve and 
spread the Truth about the ransom for all as the center of God's plan. 

■ Sr. Lucille Oster (Fairhaven Estates, 2600 Old Fairhaven 
Parkway, Room 31, Bellingham, WA 98225) is the only remaining 
sister of the old Bellingham Ecclesia. She would be refreshed by 
receiving cards and prayers on her behalf. A blessing to many 
residents through her piano playing talent she entertains them in the 
meal area and shares the Truth with any who have a hearing ear. 

■ Sr. Alice Rainford (Red Oak Residence of North Bend, Room 
202, 650 East North Bend Way, North Bend, WA 98045) is no 
longer able at 95 to attend meetings because of impaired hearing 

and eyesight. Otherwise she is in good health. It would be a blessing 
for her to receive "enlarged" mail from the brethren. 

■ Sr. Camille Deuben, (10962 W. 30th Pl., Lakewood, CO 
80215, E-mail: cdeuben@comcast.net)  was diagnosed with Stage 
4 non-Hodgkins Lymphoma in June. After receiving chemo-
therapy treatments a CT/PET scan has shown only a trace 
of lymphoma is present throughout the lymphatic system, spleen 
and bone marrow. Sr. Camille writes, "Since the very beginning I 
have been blessed with peace that the Lord is directing the situation. 
It has been my constant prayer that I will do and accept only his will 
no matter the outcome. My consecration until death has been in my 
heart constantly and I feel extremely blessed by the strength and 
peace that only our Lord can give. I want to also share that the 
overflowing prayers, thoughts, cards, letters and E-mails from the 
brethren has and continues to be a constant source of joy and 
encouragement. I wish to thank each and every one from my heart..." 

■ Br. Ben Dunajski (12536 S. Moody Ave., Palos Heights, IL 
60463, E-mail: bi1951@comcast.net)  is recovering from a July 27 
kidney surgery to remove a tumor. His other kidney was removed 
five years ago when it too had a tumor. Recovery time was 
anticipated to be only two days in the hospital, but it turned into 
a month long stay. Some of the days were spent in Intensive Care. 
He was temporarily put on dialysis when the kidney was 
traumatized from a second surgery. The surgery weakened his 
overall condition as he also suffers from congestive heart failure. At 
home using a walker he is slowly regaining strength. Local brethren 
drove his wife Sr. Irene to the hospital everyday and have assisted 
in many ways. They have been buoyed up in the experience by the 
love shown through cards, E-mails and especially the prayers for 
which they are grateful. ❑ 

AS MOMENTS PASS THE KINGDOM NEARS 

Men may sorrow in distress, 
Sin-cursed, blind and weary, 

Death may rule supreme today— 
All things may look dreary: 

Make haste, 0 time; speed on, ye years! 
As moments pass, the Kingdom nears. 

Saints may "groan within" and suffer 
Outward shame, distress, defeat; 

Trouble may test faith and patience— 
Fiery trials, "furnace heat": 

But stop your sighing, dry your tears; 
As moments pass, the Kingdom nears. 

Men for earth and saints for Heaven; 
God's decree will surely stand. 

Shout for joy, give God the glory! 
Safe deliverance is at hand. 

Ah, no more doubtings, no more fears, 
As moments pass, the Kingdom nears. 

—Br. J.G. Kuehn (R5790) 



Br. Louis Urycki 

Sr.Annabel Davis 

Sr. Winifred Becker 

Sr. Flerida Colletti 
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Entered Into Rest 
"... Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth ... that they may rest from their labours ..." — Revelation 14:13 

III Br. Louis Urycki, age 91, died of 
congestive heart failure January 15. His 
parents, Br. Andrew and Sr. Mary were 
Polish immigrants who attended the 
Catholic Church. When the parish priest 
pressed the family for donations they 
were more willing to listen to their Bible 
Student neighbors. Consecrating in 
1938 Br. Louis was one of the original 
members of the English speaking Gary, 
Indiana Ecclesia. For 34 years Br. Louis 
and his wife, Sr. Florence hosted 
meetings for the Northwest Indiana 
Ecclesia. Since 1999 they lived with his 
daughter, Sr. Pat Trzyna (9137 W. 92nd St., Hickory Hills, IL 60457) 
and family. Sr. Florence died in 2007. He is survived by daughters, 
Srs. Pat, Marian Bellinger (42 S. Graham St., Wheatfield, IN 46392) 
and Cathy Kleist (4863 E. 1068 N. DeMotte, IN 46310), eleven 
grandchildren, three of whom are consecrated, Srs. Lorain and 
Wendy Trzyna and Sr. Holly Hosu, thirteen great-grandchildren 
and one great-great-granddaughter. A son, Louis Ronald preceded 
him in death in 1998. 

■ Sr. Nancy Marie Thomas, age 79, of the Clarkston, 
Washington Ecclesia died July 12 from internal bleeding after her 
pancreas ruptured. She was immersed in Seattle in 1960 after 
receiving The Divine Plan of the Ages from a neighbor. She 
widened her fellowship meeting periodically with brethren in 
Colfax and Spokane, Washington. She and her husband, Br. Rod 
hosted seven mini-conventions at their home with over 50 brethren 
in attendance. For 24 years they cared for their severely 
handicapped son David until his death in 2004. Fifteen of these 
years they lived at the Bible Student Retirement Center caring for 
their son there. She is survived by her husband of 60 years, Br. Rod 
(3012 Grandview Dr., Clarkston, WA 99403), children, Br. Don 
(15555 Aerostar Ct., Fontana, CA 92336), Diane Bennett, one 
granddaughter and siblings. Br. Timothy Krupa conducted her 
service July 24 to the 150 in attendance. 

■ Sr. Annabel Davis, age 82, of the 
San Gabriel Valley Ecclesia died August 
28, a day after suffering a stroke. She 
especially looked forward to the 
resurrection because she lived in pain 
having a rare spinal condition. She was 
the fortieth case in medical history 
diagnosed with such an infirmity. A 
former Jehovah's Witness she came to 
the Truth through public witness and 
was immersed 50 years ago. She was 
actively involved in the Los Angeles 
County Fair, the largest county fair in the 
country. She is survived by children 
Sherry and Kyle (1216 Silver Birch Place, West Covina, CA 91790) 
and three grandchildren. Her husband, Harold preceded her in death 
more than ten years ago. At her request there was no service in her 
memory. 

■ Sr. Fannie Sonnier, age 72, of Jennings, Louisiana died June 
23 of complications from pneumonia and congestive heart failure. 
Raised a Roman Catholic she pursued Bible study with the 

Jehovah's Witnesses. In the 1980s she started meeting with brethren 
in New Orleans and southern Mississippi. Sr. Fannie trusted our 
heavenly Father in all her and her husband's difficult health 
problems. She looked forward to the earthly Kingdom "in which 
dwelleth righteousness." She shared this hope with her family which 
include her children Grace Rogers (2012 Manor Heights Dr., 
Marrero, LA 70072), Darral, Paul, and Richard Tate, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Her husband Jonier preceded her in death. 
Br. Jim Stephenson spoke at her funeral June 25. 

■ Sr. Patricia Allison, age 84, died July 2 from Alzheimer' s 
disease that was first diagnosed in 1999. Her grandparents learned 
the Truth in the days of Pastor Russell in rural Nebraska. She 
consecrated in 1952 and always appreciated the doctrine of Christ's 
invisible presence. An ardent believer in God's blessing to mankind 
coming through Israel she traveled there three times. In 1967 she 
faced a difficult trial when her husband contacted San Joaquin 
Valley fever, lay in a coma for six months and spent four years in a 
Veteran's hospital. She is survived by her husband of 68 years, Br. 
Ralph (1885 Donna St., Chino Valley, AZ 86823) children, Terry, 
Sr. Teresa Sutherland, Br. Ralph Jr. (with whom she lived the last six 
years) and Br. Kenneth, 12 grandchildren, 14 great-grandchildren 
and sisters, Sr. Ferne Berg (P.O. Box 156 Warrenton, OR 97146) and 
Sr. Judy Smith (4450 E. Santa Ana Fresno, CA 93726). Her son, Br. 
Kenneth, (375 Pacific Dr. Hammond, OR 97121) conducted her 
memorial service July 5 for the family and a few brethren. 

■ Sr. Winifred (Tish) Becker, age 91, 
of the Fresno California Ecclesia died July 
1. Cared for by her daughter Margaret she 
remained alert and active until a month 
before her death. Originally learning the 
Truth from her mother, Sr. Wilhelmena 
(Billy) Wilson, she attended the Ithaca New 
York Ecclesia. After marriage she attended 
the Rochester New York Ecclesia and in 
1953 moved to Fresno. She exemplified 
great faith in great sorrows. Between 1990 
and 2007 she lost a son Michael, her 
husband Fritz, a grandchild Laura and 
daughter Penny. She leaves behind a 
daughter, Margaret (Margy) Becker (1515 N. College Ave., Fresno, 
CA 93728) and brother, Br. Robert Wilson. Both Br. Richard Evans 
and Br. Bob Wilson shared her last witness at her August 14 memorial 
service to the 25 in attendance. 

■ Sr. Flerida (Flo) Colletti, age 76, of the Orlando Bible 
Students finished her earthly course ASr.Winifred Beckerugust 7 
after suffering a brain 
hemorrhage. Afflicted with 
daily pain the last thirty years 
she never complained but 
faithfully fulfilled her 
responsibilities in serving the 
family. Her spiritual journey 
began many years ago when 
along with her husband Br. 
Michael, she became involved 
with the Jehovah's Witnesses 
for 21 years. After leaving that 
organization they felt doomed to second death but realized slowly 

See Entered into Rest page 6 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"0 Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall spew forth thy praise." — Psalm 51:15 

Testimonies at Portland Area, OR August 28 

Promise that God is our Strength in Trouble 
Sr. Laural Kirkham, North Seattle (WA) Bible Students 

"I bring love from Br. Scott and Sr. Janet Davenport. I just want 
to read this scripture that was a favorite of my mom's [Sr. Rachel 
Alexander]. She had it in a picture that we took to every place we 
moved to—(Psalm 46:1) `... God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.' This promise has surely been a wonderful 
and comforting scripture for us in the past couple of months! It was 
a wonderful comfort and strength to my mom as well. I ask for an 
interest in your prayers. I keep all of you in mine." 

Promise for Death to be Swallowed up in Victory 
Br. Ken Allison, Hammond, OR 

"I want to lift my voice in praise to my heavenly Father. I want 
to thank all of those who knew of the recent passing of my mother 
for the cards and condolences. It truly is as said that Alzheimer' s 
is a 'long good-bye.' It was a trial that brought much patience. One 
of the condolences that I received that touched my heart very much 
was, 'What an exquisite release from the faltering frame.' One of the 
promises that I would like to share is (1 Corinthians 15:54-55) 'So 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass 
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. 0 death, 
where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is thy victory?' I was blessed to 
be at my mother's side. One of the hymns that have now become 
one of my favorites is 'Behold the Bridegroom,' Number 230." 

Ebenezers of Promises God has Kept for Us 
Sr. Ellie Rosmuz, Winnipeg (Canada) Ecclesia 

"This may seem like a strange experience... You all have 
probably heard of the things that Jacob did when he traveled. God 
promised to be with him. Jacob would set up a pillar or some kind 
of a memorial. One was at Bethel and another at Peniel [Genesis 
32:30]_ This would help him to remember. In Genesis 28:15 God 
said to him—`And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land; 
fort will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken 
to thee of.' I started to keep a notebook. I called it my Ebenezer 
notebook. Every time I had an experience no matter how small it 
was I would write it down. In times when I was depressed or upset 
I would go back and read these notes that I had made. 

"In 1965 three of us were colporteuring and were at the Alexander 
home. It was a different time in 1965. We were going to the Chicago 
convention with Sr. Rachel Alexander and the six kids—Sr. Merrily 
Wesolowski, Sr. Alys Schneider and me. I had gone shopping with 
Sr. Rachel earlier that day and I had two dollars to my name. She 
asked if I had any money. I said yes and I gave her the two dollars. 
She said she would give it back to me later on. Well, she forgot. I 
did not like to ask her for two little dollars. Sisters did not dress as 
casually then when going to the convention. I needed a pair of 
nylons. I did not have any way to get them. I think that my 
borrowing privileges with the other girls had expired (laughter]. All 
the way to the convention it would come to mind. I would think, 
what am I going to do for the convention? I would tell myself not 
to worry because everything would be taken care of. I knew it would  

be a silly request. What was the Lord going to do about a pair of 
nylons? We were staying with the Wesols in Chicago. When we 
got out of the car, Sr. Wesol ran towards us. She said I have a present 
for all of you. She gave each of us six pairs of nylons! Such a small 
and stupid thing, but I always remembered that the Lord could take 
care of even these things. I have also had experiences where he has 
taken care of bigger things that I might worry about. 

"Like everyone has testified tonight, He always takes care of us—
especially when we cannot do anything for ourselves under some 
circumstances. I do appreciate the Lord's leadings. I have not 
written down my Ebenezers in a long time. I think I should do that 
again because each time we have an experience, we forget. If you 
could read what he has done for you in the past to help you recall 
them, I think it would ease our minds I wanted to bring love from 
the brethren in Winnipeg." 

Testimonies at Mahomet, Illinois July 25 

Thousand-Watt Smiles of Brethren 
Sr. Karen Wildblood, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 

"I would like to thank everyone for coming Appreciate the time 
we have had for fellowship. Thank you. It would not be a convention 
without you. Because it worked for us, we used to have this 
convention on the same weekend as the Chicago convention. I 
remember talking with Sr. Cher-El Hagensick. She asked a couple 
years in a row if we were going to have it on the same day again 
because she mentioned that she would come if we had it on a 
different day. As it turned out we decided to move it off of our May 
date to give everyone the warmest reception we could here in July. 
It worked really well at this time. The University of Illinois events 
calendar makes it a hard weekend to find in order to have this 
convention setting. This year is going to be very special to me. We 
have a lot of heroes of faith this year—the 'Heart Garden' and all 
these different thoughts. All the special help from our northern 
Mahomet brethren in Chicago [laughter] that have assisted with 
transportation who are not that far from us—Sr. Cher-El, the 
Martens, the Bushluses and the Szczesnys—we really appreciate 
their airport runs. There is a story for everything for the ones who 
have been blessed. The thing I think will really stand out in my mind 
is when the Brantners walked in. They had been on this train ride 
forever. Br. Harry [husband] and I, Br. Jim [McClughen] and Br. 
Craig [Chamberlain] had the privilege of being there when they 
arrived. Br. Tom and Sr. Janice [Brantner] walked into the room and 
after a tough trip, Br. Tom looked over at Br. Craig and he got this 
huge thousand-watt smile on his face! He looked over and saw Br. 
Jim and again another thousand-watt smile! I have known Br. Tom 
for a long time. His smile is so infectious as well as his warm heart. 
Having the opportunity to meet Sr. Janice a few years ago—we 
loved her immediately. You know kindred spirits when you meet 
them. My thanks to them for giving me this visual image in my head 
and for the effort that it has taken them to be here. We love you very 
much. We love you all. Thank you so much for coming." 

Pressing Down on the Mark Until "Well Done" 
Sr. Joanie Bruce, West Central (FL) Ecclesia 

"This has been areal Ebenezer for me and for my husband Br. Paul. 



The brethren here in the Mahomet Ecclesia and surrounding area 
are special to us because we lived in this area and studied with them 
for several years. We really appreciate their faithfulness, their love 
for the Lord and for the Truth. This has been the best convention 
of all! The talks, studies, the testimonies and the fellowship have 
blessed us. We appreciate all of the arrangements that have been 
made here... 

"I had a little experience that I wanted to share with you. One of 
the highlights of being here was visiting with Sr. Lucille 
McClughen—a very dear saint and good student who has blessed 
me through the years. 

"I had another experience with a sister I was visiting with a few 
weeks ago. She is a very good student and faithful saint too. I was 
taken aback when after sharing some things about our studies, etc. 
she said to me, 'You know, I think most of us will be satisfied just 
to be in the Great Company.' I said, 'Oh no, my dear sister there is 
no call for the Great Company. We do not want to disappoint our 
heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus. There is only one call.' All the 
time I was speaking, she had this grin on her face because I said, 'The 
Lord has promised that what he has begun in us he will finish it.' I 
had just been studying the Tabernacle through again. Pastor 
Russell's words were ringing in my head-1f we do not make it, it 
is our own fault.' Even though the Great Company is a mercy class—
we are thankful that our heavenly Father is so merciful—we 
certainly do not want to disappoint him or our Lord. Pastor Russell 
says we have every opportunity and that he gives us all the helps 
we need. There is only one call— 'the high calling.' Let us continue 
to press down upon the mark and go all the way to the finish so we 
can hear that Well done, good and faithful servant.' We know we 
fall short every day. That is why we have the Throne of Grace. We 
do not want to let spots accumulate but continually go to that throne 
of grace for forgiveness and for renewed courage. Be encouraged! 
We love you all very much. Thank you for your sacrifices on our 
behalf. God bless you." 

Our Heavenly Father's Arms Around Us 
Sr. Deone Bergman, Puget Sound (WA) Bible Students Ecclesia 

"I am very happy to be here. It is with rejoicing and with much 
gratitude towards all the brethren who helped us to get here and for 
those who waited so patiently at the airport for us. As we were 
coming down the escalator, there was nothing but smiles! Sr. Irena 
[Gawronski] and I are very happy that the brethren made arrangements 
for us tonight to spend at the Martens and for Sr. Cher-El [Hagensick] 
for waiting so long to pick us up. (Our Lord was helping her with 
patience and helping us too!) Sr. Irena and I spent a nice time on 
the airplane visiting and getting to know one another. I am very 
thankful for that. As we were leaving the airport I called my husband 
to let him know the situation. I know that he is really wondering 
how all of this is working out because I did not explain it to him. 
He just cannot figure out who will be coming to pick me up and who 
will be waiting for three hours. 

"I appreciated Br. Harry [Wildblood] telling me of an experience 
he had with Br. and Sr. Garrison out in Salem. They waited even 
longer! We really know who our friends are! They love us all of the 
time! I am thankful that the heavenly Father's arms are around us 
always and that our hand is in his. I am thankful for this opportunity 
to sit at the Lord's feet and to be with all of the beautiful saints. I 
see that they all are working on their characters as I am. I ask for an 
interest in your prayers on my behalf. I pray for each of you. I pray 
that through these lessons I can help my family and my husband to 
see that I have walked with Jesus and been with Jesus. I want to learn 
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the lessons and show them that this is the Truth. Thank you dear 
brethren for all of your hospitality. When I was at Connellsville in 
the fall I met new ones. If you do not sit and have a conversation 
you remember the face but you do not remember them as well as you 
would like to. I have been able to get to know more of the brethren 
and I appreciate that too. Thank you." 

Testimonies at Miami Valley (OH) September 25 

Just Immersed 
Br. Bill Roberts, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia 

"I was immersed last Sunday in Steubenville. I study with the 
Connellsville, Pennsylvania brethren. I have been associated with 
the Bible Students for about four years. I first came in contact with 
the Bible Students by attending a 'Promise Keepers' meeting in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania some years ago. I picked up a couple of 
pieces of literature read that and requested more. Finally I asked if 
there was a church in the area that I could meet with. They gave me 
Br. Laddie Stewart' s name, address and phone number and also a 
couple of names of the brethren in Connellsville, Pennsylvania. I 
have a daughter who lives near the brethren in Central Ohio. We 
visit her quite frequently. When I attend it is usually with the 
Columbus group. I am glad to be associated with them. When I am 
not there in person I am privileged to be online through the 
computer and I get a lot of benefit from that. I am very privileged 
to be here and glad that I came to this site this weekend. Thank you." 

The "Bucket" for the "Water" of Truth 
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany (IN) / Louisville (KY) Ecclesia 

"We have been blessed to have a convention weekend every 
weekend this month! Last week was a special time especially for 
a new sister in our class, Sr. Silva Anderson who received literature 
from our class at a fair booth about 30 years ago. Her father died 
about three years ago and she pulled the literature out then. Her last 
connection to us was from Br. Mark Moody on the Internet. She was 
taking two buses to get to the meeting because she does not drive. 
Br. Jerry Oliver was coming to the meeting and she found out that 
he and her father both worked for the Department of Louisville—
another connection there. While learning the Truth, she worked the 
third shift at Wal-Mart. She said if God can handle the third shift 
people at Wal-Mart he can handle anything! Sr. Silva witnesses to 
anybody and gets a response. She has a lot of medical issues and 
it is hard for her to walk. She was afraid going down the ladder into 
the pool to be immersed at the Ledwinkas' . Br. Dan heated the pool 
to ninety degrees so that she would feel comfortable. He built a 
`cage' for Sr. Silva and picked it up with a forklift and lowered it into 
the pool. There was scaffolding on the bottom of the pool for him 
to stand on. He immersed her in the 'cage.' It got lifted and then they 
went out. I had never seen that! She was put at ease. This was her 
first convention. She experienced the love and devotion of Br. Dan 
who will do anything he can for the Lord, the Truth and the brethren. 
Not to praise him (he is the 'bucket' —not the `water'), but it is that 
water of Truth that has inspired him.... 

"I also ask an interest in your prayers for Br. David's mother Sr. 
Evelyn Doran. She is having a lot of constant pain and now has had 
a reaction to some kind of treatment and has a huge rash. She cannot 
get out like she used to—and that is hard. 

"I would like to thank the Lord for his overruling in our lives... 
I have seen him taking care of us when we do not know what is 
happening but in that which needs to be done. I thank him for his 

See Brethren page 7 
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that their fears were based on man's teachings, not the Bible. After 
years of a spiritual void and dissatisfaction going from church to 
church, they searched the Internet and found the Central Ohio Bible 
Student's web page from which they eventually ordered the Studies 
in the Scriptures. She and Br. Michael were immersed in April 2007. 
As the Truth became more precious to them Sr. Ho urged they move 
closer to the brethren in Orlando. She leaves behind her husband 
(13579 Spyglass St., Orlando, FL 32826) of 53 years, children Frank 
and Linda, three grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Br. 
Steve Jeuck conducted her memorial service August 29. 

■ Sr. LaVonne Ehrlich, age 82, of 
the Ft. Collins Bible Students died of 
a bacterial infection July 10. Her 
apartment manager found her on the 
floor the day before and called an 
ambulance. Hospital staff found her 
white corpuscle count was the only 
abnormality. Sr. LaVonne was 
immersed at the 1977 Colorado Bible 
Students Convention though she had 
the influence of the Truth since her 
youth from her mother, Sr. Pauline 	Sr. LaVonne Ehrlich 
Deines. She loved to witness 
especially appreciating opportunities for the message to be 
broadcast over television. In later years she studied with other 
brethren via phone conferencing. She leaves behind sons Michael 
and Bryan and siblings Viola Doss (who died two weeks later), Sr. 
Eldina Kinion (404 E .Thunderbird, Ft. Collins, CO 80525), Sr. 
Isabel Gablehouse (1000 E. Pitkin, Ft. Collins, CO 80524), Maurice 
Deines and several grandchildren. She was preceded in death by a 
son, Gregory and brother Elwood. Br. Kevin Lawrence of the Denver 
Ecclesia conducted her funeral July 14. 

■ Br. Francis Earl, age 85, an elder in the Washington, D.C. 
Ecclesia died July 2 from cardiovascular disease. Raised a Baptist 
in Jasper, Missouri he was introduced to God's plan for all in 1950 
by his wife Sr. Helen. He was immersed in Wilmington, Deleware in 
1960. Survivors include his wife, daughter Sr. Karen (2613 Hughes 
Rd. Adelphi, MD 20783) son Br. Jeffrey (7538 Greenwood Dr., 
Highland, MD 20777), and two grandchildren. Br. Mike Shilling of 
the Baltimore Ecclesia conducted his memorial service July 31. 

■ Sr. Connie Nadal, age 94, of the 
Aldersbrook, England Ecclesia died 
October 18, 2008 after suffering from 
Alzheimer' s disease. Born to 
consecrated parents, she consecrated at a 
young age. Twice, she and her husband 
Br. Terry, traveled to the United States. 
They also traveled extensively amongst 
Bible Students in Great Britain and 
Europe. She leaves behind her husband 
of 65 years, (Flat 5 Gainsborough House, 
48 Gainsborough, Milborne Port, 
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5BB England) 
Br. Derrick Nadal, a brother-in-law, conducted her funeral service 
October 27, 2008 with 30 in attendance. (This belated notice has just 
recently come to the Newsletter's attention.) 

■ Sr. Rosealee Palicki, age 93, of the Associated Bible Students 
of Metropolitian Detroit Ecclesia died September 28 of a massive 
stroke. The daughter of Br. Joseph and Sr. Victoria Kuzma, she 

attended the Polish Detroit Ecclesia, consecrating at age 16. She 
will be missed by her daughter, Sr. Shirley Mlodozeniec (9068 
Hillcrest Dr., Plymouth, MI 48170, E-mail: 
ceinezo@wowway.com),  grandchildren Henry and Susan and 
siblings, Sr. Anne Kutscher (7327 Green Meadow Ln., Canton, MI 
48187), Sr. Josephine Marzewski (34264 Park Grove, Westland, MI 
48185), Sr. Sophie Ryba (1200 Earhart Rd., Apt. 213, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48105), and Br. Roman Kuzma (8908 Quail Circle, Plymouth, 
MI 48170). She was preceded in death by her husband, Br. Florian 
and son Raymond. A memorial service took place October 16. 

■ Sr. Esther Balko, of the Waterbury Connecticut Ecclesia died 
from cardiac arrest September 1, ten days short of her eightieth 
birthday. She experienced the final stages of Alzheimer's disease 
the last four years. The daughter of John and Sr. Stamatia Tsimonis 
she consecrated in 1946. Well 
prepared for the ecclesia studies, Sr. 
Esther loved to quote her favorite 
scripture passage in Daniel Chapter 
12. She is missed by her husband of 57 
years, Br. Paul Balko (6 Colby Lane, 
Wolcott, CT 06716, E-mail: 
balkoct@att.net),  daughters, Sr. 
Lydia Davis (627 Andrew Ave., 
Jackson, MI 49202, E-mail: 
opiv54@comcast.net),  Sr. Vicki 
Griffin (21039 S. Canterbury St., 
Shorewood, IL 60404, E-mail: 
vickigrif@comcast.net),  Sr. Priscilla Jezuit (0N091 Pierce Ave., 
Wheaton, IL 60187, E-mail: pajezuit@comcast.net),  ten 
grandchildren, two of whom are consecrated, Br. Michael Davis and 
Sr. Sandy Griffin, siblings Br. Anthony Tsimonis and Sr. Venice 
Tsimonis. Her daughter Sr. Paula Ashley preceded her in death in 
April. More than 75 attended her West Newton, Pennsylvania 
funeral service on September 4 conducted by Br's. Duane and Wes 
Cramer. The family hosted a memorial service on October 9. 

■ Sr Florence Hopkins, finished her earthly course September 
16. This year she celebrated her 100th birthday which was 
commemorated in the Spring issue of the Newsletter. The cards and 
E-mails received for the occasion were re-read almost daily. 
Receiving a tract in the 1940s her 
interest in the Truth sparked. She 
attended her last meeting in her home 
four days before her death. Her 
husband, Joseph preceded her in 
death in 1977 and her son Raymond in 
1999. She leaves behind her daughter, 
Sr. Alice Hopkins-Passios (245 Grand 
Ave., Rutherford, NJ 07070, E-mail: 
gpassios  @ verizon.net ), three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Her daughter and son-in-law, Br. George Passios 
made it possible for her to continue to live at home. He conducted 
her funeral service September 19. 

■ Br. J. Samuel, age 78, an elder of the Mettupalayam, India 
Ecclesia, died August 14 from a heart attack. He came into the 
Truththrough Br. Sriniraj's witness. He is survived by his wife of 55 
years, Sr. Anna Mary, children Esther, James Paul and Br. Francis 

See Entered Into Rest page 11 
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overruling for my mother. I thank the Lord for the help of Sr. Robin 
[Hiday] with both of our mothers. I ask an interest in your prayers. 
The Lord is giving me some experiences that cause a lot of 
introspection and the seeking of his direction. They require only 
his wisdom to know what to do, to trust him and to grow in faith in 
whatever happens. I would ask that the Lord would continue to give 
me peace so I do not do the wrong thing." 

Thanking the Lord for His Hand in My Life 
Br. Michael Patrick, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia 

"I would like to lift my voice to thank the Lord for allowing me 
to be here and be a part of this convention with the brethren. I would 
like to thank the Lord for his hand in my life. There has been a lot 
of troubles in my life over the last three or four years. (Hopefully 
we are past them.) I would like to remember Sr. Linda Peddemors 
to the convention. I had the privilege of having lunch with Br. Allen 
Springer while he was travelling around the States and with Br. Eric 
Patterson. It was a wonderful lunch. 

"I watch a lot of CNN—I probably should not but I do because 
every once in a while you get a nugget of truth. The things that are 
happening and the things that we do to each other are almost beyond 
comprehension. These people in high places are not standing up 
to their responsibilities... The Adversary has blinded them. They 
care nothing for anyone but themselves until they get caught. That 
is the way this system is. You fly until you die! They do anything 
to get out of taking the consequences for the things they have done. 

"There are hundreds of things that I like about the Bible 
Students. What drew me in the 1970s was the Resurrection. The 
class has always been there for me. Even though I lost my wife the 
class was there. Even though I lost sight of that for awhile it was 
always there when I remembered. I cannot say enough about the 
Lord, about the idea of our class and the rules, regulations and 
things to live by that I have gotten from them." 

Testimonies at West Suburban, (IL) September 5 

How the Lord comes and Talks to You 
Sr. Donna Mitcham, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia 

"I want to thank the Lord for the opportunity to be here. I have 
had a rough year. I thank God that I am able to attend the 
convention. I have been going through some really hard times this 
week. It is beautiful how the Lord comes and talks to you. I received 
a card from Sr. Joy Kandel just as I was saying, 'Oh my goodness.' 
The card says, 'God wants us to move through this day with a quiet 
heart and a peaceful sincerity. Our lives are in his hands. Keeping 
you in prayer and appreciating all that God will do.' The text that 
came with it says, `I am with you; there is no need to fear; for I am 
your God: I will give you strength; I will help you; I will hold you 
steady; keep a good grip on you.' (Isaiah 41:10) I said to Larry (my 
husband) 'My goodness! Look at God answering!' I want to thank 
you for all of your prayers for all of the love and everything that you 
have given to me and my family. I ask that you continue to keep 
me in prayer and I will do the same for you." 

Knowing the Plan in these Troublous Times 
Sr. Edith Harp, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia 

"I am so thankful and so full today because I do not get around 
much and I do not travel much. I am thankful that we live close to 
Chicago because we get there once in a while. I am thankful that 
we have our own convention because the brethren come to the 
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convention. It is just impossible to put into words just how much 
I miss you, how much I love you and how much I yearn for you. Last 
night I was so happy when Br. George [Kuzman] asked me if I wanted 
to go. I said, 'Yes!' As I was going to sleep last night I was thinking 
I hope this one is there and that one is there. Almost everybody that 
is here are the people that I wanted to see. There has been something 
said about the 'Old Paths.' I thank the Lord every day for a lot of 
things. One of them is that we still love the Truth. We still love Br. 
Russell and that we still believe that God's Plan is the only thing 
that is going to help the world. 

"I think Br. John Baker in his talk reminded me about something 
that I have been thinking about. When I was a teenager I was reading 
the Reprints ... (I was born in the Truth and my dad received it from 
Br. Russell) and I was reading a certain part and the humility of Br. 
Russell jumped out of the page at me! I said to my dad, 'How can 
anyone criticize Br. Russell? The humility of that man is all over 
his writings.' I thank the Lord who raised him up and that we 
received the message and responded to it. When thinking back over 
the Gospel Age and remembering others whom the Lord has raised 
up, I realized that we have more light than any of the others had 
because of Br. Russell and the times in which we are living. I thank 
the Lord in these troubled times that I know the Plan. Hearing the 
news reports just makes you want to cry. I just keep saying, 'Thank 
the Lord for the Kingdom!' What would we do if we did not know 
this? I can understand why the suicide rate is going up. I am thankful 
that the Lord has blessed us with this knowledge, that we have each 
other, that we know the creator and know his divine plan. When I 
get depressed or despondent about some experience I am having I 
think of the universe and I think that God who made the universe 
and all things beyond man's understanding—that is our God! He 
is the one that has enabled us to understand him and his plan. I thank 
him for that very much. I am so thankful to see all of you. I miss you 
so much. I love you all very much and thank the Lord daily for this 
spiritual family. It is the most wonderful thing. Any trials and 
tribulations we have we know are from the Lord. He is aware of 
everything and overruling everything and is preparing us for the 
great work we are going to do. That cuts everything else down to 
nothing. I pray for you and ask an interest in your prayers too." 

The Best Day of My Life 
Sr. Marian Uricki Bellinger, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 

"I want to raise my voice to the heavenly Father and praise him 
for the opportunity to be here today through my sister and my 
brother-in-law who try to go out of their way so that I can go to 
conventions. Now I have the chance since I am on disability. I began 
a rough journey in 2009. It is still going on. I have learned so many 
things. I am so grateful that my Lord was there to lead me and that 
I knew that. I had calmness about it. I had the support of my family 
and the brethren with cards and prayers. I am so grateful for that. 
When I first found out that I was going to be fighting cancer a close 
friend of mine sent me a poem. It seemed to epitomize everything. 
I would like to share this if I may. It is called ' The Best Day of My 
Life.' 

`Today when I awoke, I suddenly realized that this was the 
best day of my life ever. There were times that I wondered if 
I would make it to today, but I did and because I did I am going 
to celebrate. Today I am going to celebrate what an 
unbelievable life I have had so far—the accomplishments, the 
many blessings and yes even the hardships because they have 

See Brethren page 14 
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Religion in the News 

■ The United Methodist Church, the U.S. third-largest 
denomination, surveyed its 33,000 churches to determine what 
makes congregations thrive. The survey found four key factors: 
small group programs such as Bible study, active lay leadership, 
inspiring and experienced pastors and a mix of contemporary and 
traditional worship service. The UMC lost 1% of its membership 
last year. AP 9/3/2010 

■ In 2009 the Vatican expended $5 2 million more than it received 
in income. Church donations grew from $75.8 million to $82.5 
million with the largest donations coming from the US, Italy and 
France. AFP 7/10/2010 

■Four in ten Americans believe Jesus Christ will return to earth by 
2050. A slightly larger portion (46 percent) does not believe they 
will see a Second Coming by mid-century, according to a Pew poll. 
Evangelicals were most likely (58 percent) to predict a Second 
Coming, followed by 32 percent of Catholics, and 27 percent of 
mainline Protestants. Other results showed that Americans are 
optimistic about the future. Seventy-one percent believe cancer 
will be cured, and 81 percent believe computers will be able to 
converse like humans. Religion News Service 8/25/2010 

■ "We are in the greatest period of acceleration in 20 centuries of 
Bible translation," said Paul Edwards, who heads up Wycliffe Bible 
Translators' $1 billion Last Languages Campaign. Portable 
computers and satellites have helped speed the process by about 
125 years. 'Wycliffe missionaries do not evangelize, teach 
theology, hold Bible study or start churches. They give (pre-literate 
people) a written language,' Edwards said. 'They teach them to read 
and write in their mother tongue.' About 2,200 of 6,909 present day 
languages still have no written Bible. Denver Post 6/23/2010 

■ Zaytuna College, the first Muslim college in the US, welcomed 
its inaugural class of 15 on August 24. Zaytuna' s founders hope 
it will become the country's first accredited, four-year Muslim 
liberal arts college—a flagship of higher learning with an Islamic 
identity. Religion News Service 8/30/2010 

■ The Lutheran World Federation asked for forgiveness for the 
16th-century persecution by Lutherans of "Anabaptists," religious 
reformers whose successors are found in groups such as the 
Mennonites. Anabaptists stressed the need to baptise Christian 
believers, including those baptised as infants. Both Protestants and 
Catholics persecuted Anabaptists as heretics, and many fled to 
America. ENI 7/23/2010 

■ Pope Benedict XVI has marked the end of the Roman Catholic 
Church's Year for Priests by apologizing for the scandal of sexual 
abuse of children by clergy. "It happened that in this year of joy for 
the sacrament of the priesthood the sins of priests came to light, 
particularly the abuse of the little ones, in which the priesthood 
whose task is to manifest God's concern for our good, turns into the 
opposite." Pope Benedict told 15,000 priests from 90 countries 
gathered in Rome on June 11 to concelebrate the Eucharist with 
him. ENI 6/11/2010 

■ "Good evangelism" and "bad evangelism" came under 
discussion when a diverse group of Christians met to commemorate 
the centennial of the 1910 World Missionary Conference. 
Antonios Kireopoulos, of the U.S. National Council of Churches, 
said "Proselytism gets a lot of attention in the context of missionary 
efforts in Muslim countries." It is most harmful he added, when 
rather than seeking "to make Christians from among people of other 
faiths, instead it strives to make Christians from among people that 
are already Christians." ENI 6/4/2010 

■ According to a recent Gallup poll, 84 percent of adults in 114 
countries say religion is an important part of their daily lives. In 
countries where per-capita income hovers under $2,000, that figure 
jumps to 95 percent of people. Where average per-capita income 
is above $25,000, just 47 percent of people say religion is important 
to their daily lives. Survey results could indicate that religions 
plays a "more functional role" in poor countries by "helping many 
residents cope with a daily struggle to provide for themselves and 
their families." Christian Today 9/2/2010 I:11 

Two 101-year-old Sisters in Christ Meet 

The following report about two of our very dear sisters in Christ was 
shared with the Newsletter by Br. Bill and Sr. Estelle Gill who 
arranged for the meeting. Truly, "The homy head is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in the way of righteousness." (Proverbs 16:31) 

Two sisters in Christ, Meg (Marguerite) Rosswick and Eve (Eva) 
Morgan, met personally for the first time in July 2010. They are both 
101 years old and had corresponded with each other in the past but 
had never met in person. 

Although Sr. Meg and Sr. Eve are needing more physical care now 
they are both amazingly healthy in spirit and mind. Both do not let 
their physical limitations hinder their energetic zeal in the service 
of the Lord, his truth and his children. 

Sr. Eve keeps a generous supply of tracts in her wheelchair for 
witnessing. Her contagious smile and warm sense of humor draws 
people in creating many opportunities to witness. Until her eyes 
became too dim a few years ago, Sr. Eve would sit at her typewriter Sr. Marguerite Rosswick and Sr. Eve Morgan 
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World News Briefs 
■ Two fields in the eastern Mediterranean will begin producing 
natural gas for Israel in 2012. Israel which now is entirely reliant 
on imports for its energy needs, will become self sufficient and may 
even supply energy to other nations. The Hezbollah militant group 
has warned that Israel plans to steal natural gas from Lebanese 
territory. Experts note that the fields are entirely within Israel's 
economic zone. Yahoo News 7/27/2010 

■Saudi Arabia, not Israel, is the country most concerned about Iran. 
The withdrawal of US troops from Iraq and the potential for air 
strikes against Iran's nuclear sites destabilizes the region, leaving 
the Arabian peninsula in a precarious position for an Iranian attack. 
Any successful strike against Iran would have to include 
destruction of Iran's naval capacity to mine the Persian Gulf. Forty-
five percent of the world's oil transits through the Persian Gulf. 
Stratfor 8/31/2010 

■Russia's temporary ban on grain exports is stirring protests about 
rising food prices in Egypt, the world's largest grain importer. 
Bread is subsidized by the Egyptian government at a cost of $3 
billion per year. Russia supplies Egypt half its wheat annually. In 
Arabic the word for bread is "aish" which also means life. AP 8/22/ 
2010 

■ The United States, Japan, and large parts of Europe have 
exhausted their policy arsenal and are defenseless against a double-
dip recession. Monetary and fiscal policy can no longer lift the US 
economy when China and other nations are moving away from 
investing in the dollar. German economist Sinn observed that the 
U.S. "will just have to see their living standards go down. I see a 
decade of difficulties for the U.S." Telegraph 9/5/2010 

■ The International Energy Agency reported that in 2009 China 
passed the U.S. to become the world's largest consumer of energy. 
Per capita, the U.S. still consumes five times more energy than 
China. AP 7/21/10 

■ A strike at a Honda plant in Beijing sparked several other labor 
disputes that the Chinese government permitted. Systematic 
repression of organized labor a decade ago in China has given way 

to tolerance of labor strikes today. Labor unrest against foreign 
firms helps China restructure its current export-driven to a self 
sustaining consumer-driven economy, reducing the widening gap 
between rich and poor. AP 6/26/2010 

■ Scientists at the European Organization for Nuclear Research 
find that the element thorium promises to be a cheap, clean and safe 
alternative to uranium in nuclear reactors. Thorium can provide 
200 times as much energy as uranium, "eats its own hazardous 
waste", and is too difficult to handle for weapons production. 
"Civilization can run on thorium for hundreds of thousands of years 
and is so common, it is essentially free." Telegraph 8/29/2010 

■ Labor costs in China have been climbing about 15 percent 
annually, eliminating the low wage advantage for companies 
seeking the cheapest labor markets. Many are shifting their 
factories to cheaper areas in rural China to other developing 
countries and a few are even resuming production in the West. AP 
7/9/2010 

■World leaders at the G8 Summit in Toronto promoted conflicting 
plans for world economic recovery. Britain, Germany, France and 
Japan have deficit-cutting plans, while the U.S. warned that 
removing massive government stimulus spending could cause a 
repeat of mistakes that prolonged the Great Depression. The G8 
nations were also struggling to resolve major differences over 
reforming the world's financial system. 6/26/2010 

■ A memorial to 8000 massacred Bosnian Muslims will be made 
of thousands of pairs of shoes encased in wire mesh that will spell 
U.N. The memorial is intended to highlight the failure of the United 
Nations in 1995 to protect refugees guarded in Srebrenica by UN 
peacekeepers. AP 7/18/2010 

■ The World Court decided that Kosovo' s declaration of 
independence was legal but did not grant political recognition to 
Serbia's breakaway province. Experts worry that the decision will 
raise tensions within ethnically mixed nations and justify Russia's 
intervention in former Soviet republics with Russian minorities. 
Kiplinger 8/6/2010 ❑ 

and send off many letters of encouragement to the sick and/or 
isolated brethren. 

As many of you may know, Sr. Marguerite is still very active 
fortifying the faith of brethren around the world via phone calls, e-
mails and snail mail letters. She too loves to witness as opportunities 
present themselves. Until just a few years ago at the age of 99, Sr. Meg 
was assistant comfort coordination for the Associated Bible Stu-
dents of Central Ohio (AB SCO), where she still attends and partici-
pates in the Thursday night meetings. She attends Sunday meetings 
online. She is always the first to help on proof reading the ecclesia 
(End Times) newsletter, sending her comments via E-mail. 

Both Sr. Meg and Sr. Eve faithfully read the Harvest Message 
daily, even though their eyesight is quite impaired. They are both 
like bright shining candles that are not hid under a bushel-load of 
care. We know that these dear sisters would not like to boast of their 
spiritual strength but instead, would give the Lord the praise for his 
blessed grace to help them through their various daily experiences. 
They have certainly been instruments of the Lord's blessing to many 
of the Lord's dear ones. 

We are sharing this short review to encourage others to rejoice in 
the good things that the Lord has provided and not to be discouraged 
by the obstacles in life. Please keep these dear sisters in your hearts 
and prayers and if you have an opportunity to do so, please send them 
each a note of love at the addresses below: 

Eve Morgan 
Autumn Years Nursing Home 
Room 12, Bed A 
580 E. Washington St. 
Sabina, OH 45169 

Marguerite Rosswick 
1201 E. Cooke Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43224 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"... ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism ..." — Ephesians 4:4, 5 

AFRICA 

Bungoma,  Kenya March 2 
Br. Mophat Shiundu, 
Br. Moses Wangila 
Sr. Esther Wangila 
Br. Bill Wamalwa 
Br. George Angara 
Sr. Roseline Angara 
Br. Jackson Okwaro 
Br. David Kwachi 

Jnyesi, Kenya June 12 
Br. Benard Munyendo 
Br. Paul Omung'ala 
Br. Benard Nanjira 
Br. Alex Wamukoya 
Br. Richard Masika 
Sr. Jonas Keya 
Sr. Margret Makuba 
Sr. Noriega Anyangu 
Sr. Roselidah Shikuku 
Sr. Refa Okusimba 
Sr. Christine Omulama 
Sr. Rebecca Angulu 
Sr. Margret Anyango 
Sr. Rina Babra 
Sr. Josephine Malala 
Sr. Morine Machio 
Sr. Joyce Elizabeth 
Sr. Imelda Zeituna 

Mayoni, Kenya  September  11  
Br. Jacob Milabote 
Sr. Teresa Wanga 
Sr. Peninah Okwomi 
Sr. Pamela Nyanga 
Sr. Rispa Kakai 
Sr. Doris Owuor 

ROMANIA & MOLDOVA 

Sanmihaiu, _Almasului  July 18 
Br. Raul Huluban 
Sr. Florica Petrita 
Sr. Angela Mezei 
Sr. Aurora Rosu 
Sr. Maria Talvan 
Sr. Maria Bodea 
Sr. Virginia Rosca 

Calinesti,MaramuresAuly25 
Sr. Palaguta Nemes 
Sr. Anuta Negrea 

Ra7oare, Maramnres July 25 
Sr. Diana Achim 
Br. Daniel Achim 
Sr. Corina Pop 

Sighet  August_1 
Br. loan Siman 

Baia-Mare  August 12 
Sr. Vighenia Bugnar 

Criva, Moldova  August 19 
Br. Vasile Nistrean 
Sr. Nina Nistrean 
Sr. Eujenea Iusca 

INDIA 

Ooty, India March 25 
Sr. Daisy 
Br. Richard 
Sr. Shamalah 

Tuticorin, Tamilnadu July 25 
Br. Gunasekaran 
Br. Shanthanaraj 
Br. Joshua 
Br. Paulraj 
Sr. Annal 
Br. Manuel Jesudoss 
Sr. Hellen Vasanthi 
Br. Petchi Muthu 
Br. Johnson Selvaraj 
Sr. Elizebeth Rani 
Sr. Hepsiba 
Br. Pisone 
Br. Nilesh 
Br. Selva 
Br. JPJ Asab Lobo 
Br. Arokiyasamy 
Br. Arul Joseph 
Br. Ramesh Fernando 

Mettupalayain,  India September 18 
Br. Nanda 
Br. Saravanan 
Br. Mohan 
Br. Subaiya 
Br. Arun 
Br. Prabakaran 
Br. Antonisamy 
Br. Chinthan 
Br. Nithyanantham 
Br. Pradeep 
Br. Ebinezer 
Sr. Easter 
Sr. Ruby 
Sr. Priya 
Sr. Easter 
Sr Annie 
Sr. Shanthi 
Sr. Prisilla 
Sr. Theivanai 
Sr. Lalitha 
Sr. Usha 
Sr. Vijayalashmi 
Sr. Jayachithra 
Br. Babu 
Br. Luis Patrik 
Sr. Reena 
Br. SA Rajan 
Sr. Shiny 
Br. Kannan 
Sr. Ruby Thamilanban 
Sr. Anjelin Princy 



New Brethren at Tirunelveli, India 

THREE GATES OF GOLD 

"If you are tempted to reveal 
A tale someone to you has told 

About another, let it pass, 
Before you speak, three gates of gold— 

Three narrow gates—First, 'Is it true?' 
Then, 'Is it needful?' In your mind 

Give the truthful answer. And the next 
Is last and narrowest, 'Is it kind?' 

And if, to reach your lips at last 
It passes through these gateways three, 

Then you may tell the tale, nor fear 
What the result of speech may be." (R4922) 

Entered Into Rest From page 6 

Paul (27A, Barathi Nagar, Mettupalayam, 641 301, S. India, E-mail: 
pfrancispaul@yahoo.com)  and three grandchildren. Four-hundred 
attended his August 15 Bible Student funeral and heard his final 
witness. 

■ Br. Jan Knapczynski, age 80 finished his earthly course 
October 17 due to complications from a hemmorhagic stroke that 
he experienced on September 22. He was born in 1930 in 
Wloclawek, Poland. His father had learned and loved the Truth and 
shared it with Br. Jan. At the beginning of World War II as a young 
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boy of nine, he (together with his father) was severely beaten by 
some young Germans and thrown into the river. As a result of their 
injuries Br. Jan developed epilepsy and experienced frequent 
seizures although they became better managed with advancements 
in medication. He leaves behind his son Kris, daughter-in-law 
Marta, two grandchildren Emilia and Sebastian (13610 S. Dublin 
Dr., Homer Glen, IL 60491) as well as his sister Teresa and her 
children Pawel and Kryztyna. ❑ 

Tirunelveli, India September 26 
Br. John Britto 
Sr. Jansirani 
Sr. Esther 
Sr. Arokiamary 
Br. Anbalagan 
Br. Senthilkumar 
Br. David 

Sr. Lori Feely and Br. Bill Roberts 

UNITED STATES 

Seabeck, WA September 5 
Sr. Ruthey McCoskey 

Columbus, IN September 19 
Sr. Sylvia Anderson 

Steubenville, OH _September 19 
Sr. Lori Feely 
Br. Bill Roberts 

THROUGH THE NEEDLE'S EYE 

"Tall was my camel and laden high, 
And small the gate as a needle's eye. 

The city within was very fair, 
and I and my camel would enter there. 

`You must lower your load,' the porter cried, 
`You must throw away that bundle of pride.' 

This I did, but the load was great, 
Far too wide for the narrow gate. 

`Now,' said the porter, 'to make it less, 
Discard that hamper of selfishness.' 
I obeyed, though with much ado, 

Yet still not camel nor I got through. 
`Ah,' said the porter, 'your load must hold 

Some little package of trust-in-gold.' 
The merest handful was all I had, 

Yet 'Throw it away,' the porter bade. 
Then lo, a marvel! the camel tall 

Shrank to the size of the portal small, 
And all my riches, a vast estate, 

Easily passed through the narrow gate!" (R4658) 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"...the harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few ..." — Luke 10:2 

New Ecclesia: 
North Haven Bible Students Ecclesia 
67 Sackett Point Rd., #407 
North Haven, CT 06473 

The Divine Plan Program— 
Words of Appreciation 

The Newsletter requested the following report from the Fort 
Worth Ecclesia. 

During September, 2010 there were 682 copies of The Divine 
Plan of the Ages mailed to those who had requested it. In addition 
there were many requests for literature from those who live in Canada 
and in different parts of the world. The Divine Plan program 
continues over the WORD Network and is reaching people in several 
countries. Many lessons were received during September. New 
students are starting the lessons. 

It is encouraging that month after month people continue to 
request The Divine Plan of the Ages and also Studies in the 
Scriptures. We wish to thank those who have a part in distributing 
the truth to the meek. (Matthew 5:14-16; Isaiah 61:1-3) If you know 
of others who would like to receive these reports, please have them 
write to us at wilmott@juno.com  sending either their E-mail address 
or home address. 

The following are a sample of the many words of appreciation 
received during September: 

"I have sought and searched, prayed and pleaded with our 
heavenly Father for years for knowledge and understanding. This 
morning I turned to your TV broadcast. There my heart was uplifted 
and my spirit renewed and refreshed. It was titled The Divine Plan 
of the Ages." 

"I said a prayer before I did my study. I asked God to give me 
wisdom and understanding of his words in the Bible. I love my Bible 
studies from Fort Worth Bible Students. Keep them coming." 

"Thank you so very much for again your rapid and gracious 
response. I would love to fully consecrate myself to the Lord as soon 
as possible. I will diligently inquire if there is an indoor pool close 
by. Please do not think that you need a motel room. I would be 
extremely honored if you would stay at my humble abode. I praise 
the Lord God of Heaven for bringing me to His Grand Truth. I thank 
the Lord for your Love and faithfulness. I know He will Bless you 
and all His children abundantly for your service to Him. In the 
Loving Name of Jesus." 

Christian Questions Radio Update 

The following report was submitted by Br. Rick Suraci. 

We have an expanded witness opportunity for the Christian 
Questions radio program. As you may be aware we have been 
broadcasting the Truth live using a talk radio call-in format on 

Sunday mornings from 6:00 AM-8:00 AM on two radio stations—
our "home" station 104.7FM, WXLM in New London, Connecticut 
and a second station 95.9FM, WFDM in Indianapolis, Indiana. As 
of two weeks ago we are privileged to have added a third station, 
100.3FM, WNOX in Knoxville, Tennessee which is the largest and 
most listened to station in its area. 

This third station broadcasts using a 100,000 kilowatt tower (the 
largest allowable by law). Its signal can be received throughout east 
Tennessee as well as significant parts of southeastern Kentucky and 
in small portions of Virginia, North Carolina, West Virginia and 
Georgia. 

What this all adds up to is access to the approximately two-
million people in the Knoxville listening area! Added to the current 
populations in the other two broadcast areas (approximately 1.4 
million total) this presents a significant potential audience to 
witness to. Due to the expense of this new opportunity we only 
signed a six-month contract but we are very grateful for this new door 
opening and already have some good indications of listenership. 

One of the most thrilling parts of this latest expansion is that 
Jakim, the program director in Indiana, was entirely responsible for 
making the contact with WNOX and handling all the details to get 
us on the air. We have taken this as an indication from the Lord to 
move forward in faith and see where he may lead us. 

We sincerely ask an interest in the prayers of the brethren that this 
opportunity may bring praise and honor to our heavenly Father and 
his glorious Plan! 

Should any brethren have any questions, please contact Br. Rick 
Suraci at ricksuraci@yahoo.com  

Convention Discourse Catalogue 

The following report was submitted by Br. David Stein. 

We have been working for some time on a project to compile as 
many Truth discourses as possible. Many have come from cassette 
tapes that brethren have graciously donated to convert to MP3. We 
have also downloaded many from the Internet and indexed them so 
that they may be searched. Thanks to tape contributions from the 
brethren we still have many to convert, but it is my heart's desire to 
get them into the hands of the brethren, so I have an Excel file which 
is an index to what has been completed to date. We have over 6,000 
discourses in the database which grows daily and we will update the 
file periodically. If you have older tapes stored away that you think 
might be a blessing to the brethren please let us know. I would be 
happy to take them and convert them to MP3. 

These can be used to help in personal study or simply the 
enjoyment of listening to discourses of the past. That the Excel file 
is searchable should be a great help in locating specific items. 

Please let me know if you would like to have MP3s of any of these 
discourses. The majority are in very good audible condition but due 
to the age of many tapes, some are not as audible. We also have scans 
and PDFs of handouts for many discourses. I can supply CDs or DVDs 
of as many discourses as you would like. Please let the brotherhood 
know of their availability. We are looking at options to make them 
available as downloads via the Internet. I sincerely hope this project 
may be a blessing to you and a praise to our heavenly Father. 

For more information call Br. David at (610) 381-5102. 
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Pope's Historic Visit to England - First in 500 Years 
LONDON—In 1534 the King of England asked the Roman 

Catholic Church to grant him a divorce so he could marry his mistress 
with a clear conscience. The Vatican would not allow it. Furious with 
the decision Henry the VIII chose the measured response. He broke 
with Rome, granted himself an annulment and started the English 
Reformation. 

History was made on September 16, 2010 when Pope Benedict 
XVI stepped onto British soil upon invitation from the Queen. 
Queen Elizabeth extended him an official state invite, the first time 
a pope has received one since England split from the Catholic 
Church during the Reformation. (It is only the second time since the 
Reformation that a serving pope has visited the U.K. Pope John Paul 
II was here in 1982.) 

Benedict's visit was punctuated by both highs and lows. On the 
low side, protesters taking issue with several Catholic teachings 
such as homosexuality and the ordination of women, made the 
biggest showing yet for any of Benedict's trips abroad. Prominent 
atheists such as Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens spoke 
about attempting to arrest the pope upon arrival. 

But the anti-Catholic forces were seen as, just that. In response to 
the National Secular Society's petition opposing the visit, a petition 
was set up endorsing the support of the Papal visit to the United 
Kingdom, stating that "we the undersigned welcome with all our 
hearts and souls the visit of Pope Benedict XVI to the United 
Kingdom, for the liberty and well-being of the church, in our country 
and most especially for the spiritual benefits and pastoral care to be 
offered to all, whatever their beliefs." 

In addition to this crowds turned out in larger-than-expected 
numbers for the meek Benedict. He pulled 80,000 enthusiastic 
young people at a prayer vigil in Hyde Park. Among his comments 
the pope apologized for the sex abuse scandal and admitted the 
"shame and humiliation" it had brought the Church. He drew upon 
common heritage with the Britains reminding us the shared struggle 
against the horrors of Nazism: 

"Britain stood against a Nazi tyranny that wished to eradicate 
God," and reflected how it was "deeply moving to recall how many 
of your fellow citizens sacrificed their lives." Finally, the pope noted 
his discovery "how deep a thirst there is among the British people 
for the good news of Jesus Christ." 

The significance of this visit cannot be understated. That Queen 
Elizabeth head of the Church of England invited the Bishop of Rome 
on a state visit shows that the wounds and divides of the centuries 
old break between churches is being soothed by time and is perhaps 
on its way to healing. Benedict has also made great strides towards 
unity in this area, creating a unique way for large numbers of 
Anglicans to return to the fold if they so desire and beatifying 
Cardinal John Henry Newman. 

A week after Pope Benedict XVI' s visit to Scotland and England 
its historical significance was still reverberating. 

The first state visit by a pope to Britain was remarkable in many 
different ways, not least because of the graciousness and generosity 
shown by Queen Elizabeth II. 

Here was a pope coming to the U.K. at the invitation of Her 
Majesty, the supreme governor of a church that violently split from 
Rome 500 years ago. Yet she gave him free rein to address her 
subjects as he saw fit – even beatify one who left her Church to come 
over to Rome. 

For the first time, a ruling English monarch allowed the Successor 
of Peter to address her Parliament, attend a liturgy in the church of 
her Coronation, and even to pray with her archbishop at the tomb of 
the Royal Family's patron saint. Her government also hosted un-
precedented formal bilateral talks with Holy See officials. 

It was a kind of surrender, a giving up of the Reformation and all 
it had stood for in terms of rebellion against the papacy. But this 
should not be seen as a defeat for the Crown; rather the opposite. It 
was as if the Queen had finally come to the realization that Rome was 
right after all, that the Catholic Church offers something which her 
subjects need–even "thirst for" in the words of Benedict – and which 
her own church and state leaders have been failing to provide. 

It was a remarkable turn of events and a highly significant 
moment in British history. Were they alive today, the Queen's Tudor 
predecessors would have been flabbergasted and probably sum-
moned her executioner. More, Fisher and Campion, on the other 
hand, would be rejoicing. 

True, Catholic-Anglican relations have been amicable for 50 
years since the two first opened an official dialogue. John Paul II also 
visited Elizabeth II in 1982 and the Queen has made two state visits 
to the Vatican. 

But those were times when the Anglican Communion was stron-
ger and looked as if it would last as a united body. The encounters 
were between two distinct Christian entities united in common 
Baptism and which in some ways complimented the other. 

Today that is no longer quite the case. Some say that Anglicanism 
has run its course. The advent of the new Ordinariates and their 
expected long term popularity is a consequence of its decline 
(though leaving behind a distinct patrimony that still has much to 
offer the universal Church). Benedict XVI called the new structure 
for receiving large numbers of Anglicans into the Church a "pro-
phetic gesture" during the visit, one that will restore "full ecclesial 
communion." 

A corner has therefore surely been turned and a new chapter of 
Christianity in Britain and possibly globally may be beginning. 
Elizabeth I was the English sovereign who gave momentum to the 
English Reformation (what Chesterton called the "shipwreck of 
Christendom") that would last half a millennium. 

Elizabeth II may well go down in history as the monarch who –
with the help of a pope passionate about Christian unity – did not 
quite end it but has courageously helped draw it to a close. 

Many European Catholics have grown increasingly frustrated by 
what they see as Rome's unyielding conservative doctrine. A recent 
poll of Catholics in the U.K. showed that 49 percent say celibacy in 
the priesthood should be relaxed and 62 percent believe women in 
the church should have more authority. ❑ 



Pastor Russell on Climate Change 
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The June 2010 issue of NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC magazine 
observed, "Greenland is ground zero for global warming, and is 
warming twice as fast as the rest of the world." As the various 
factions of scientists and politicians continue to debate the cause(s) 
of climate change it will prove of interest to note Pastor Russell's 
"scientific" view of the matter expressed in writing over sixty years 
before the topic first appeared in the journals of science and almost 
a century before it came to the attention of the average person: 

■ R534, col. 2—"It seems certain that to make the earth into a 
paradise like Eden, such as the prophecies picture, and a fit place 
for the restored race, some great changes of climate, etc., must occur. 
Looking back, we find that some important changes of climate, etc., 
took place at the time of the Deluge; a change which at once affected 
the longevity of humanity, for before that life averaged 500 to 1,000 
years, but immediately afterward it was shortened. (See Gen. 6:3; 
9:29; 11:32) Furthermore, we learn that until the flood, there had 
been no rain on the earth, it being watered by a mist instead. (Gen. 
2:5,6) These changes occurred at the end of the first world or 
dispensation—at the beginning of 'The present evil world,' or 
dispensation—and we think that a proper time to expect another 
change to a better condition would be at the close of the present evil 
dispensation, at the threshold of 'The world [dispensation] to 
come,' wherein dwelleth righteousness. That these changes will be 
sudden we do not believe, but think that the all-wise Director of the 
work has so planned that physical and higher changes run parallel 
and keep pace with each other." (September, 1883) 

■ R879, col. 2—"We may be sure that great changes must take 
place in the climates and soils of the earth, before it will be 
`prepared,' as was the garden of Eden to be a fit home for perfect man. 
Cyclones, earthquakes, thunderbolts, and alternations of drouth 
and deluge, and of blizzards of cold and simoons of heat, are 
indications of the imperfection of earth; for the causes are doubtless 
natural, and very rarely indeed can we see them to be special 
dispensations of Providence. That God has the entire scope of his 
plan in all its details measured exactly, we cannot doubt, after 
learning the plan of the ages; hence we may know that earth must 
reach its perfection as the garden home of man by the close of the 
Millennial Age—when man's trial being ended it will be due time 
for all the willing and obedient to enjoy God's favor to the utmost, 

when 'there shall be no more curse' either upon man or upon the 
earth for his sake. And if this be true, how appropriate that great 
physical, as well as moral changes, should occur in this harvest or 
transition period, 'the day of preparation,' that evil (catastrophy) 
may be ended, and that by streams breaking forth in the desert (Isa. 
35:1,2,6) ... The physical convulsions are as needful and as proper 
as the moral and social upheavals." (September, 1886) 

■ R2019, col. 1—"Great physical changes in nature may 
reasonably be expected as a part of the impending trouble 
(intermingled with the social, political, financial and religious 
troubles of this day of the Lord). What the changes will be we know 
not; but we do know that present conditions of climate, etc., are not 
such as we should expect or are promised 'when the Kingdom is the 
Lord's and he is the governor among the nations.' If, therefore, any 
of the King's Own shall witness at close quarters any of the fearful 
signs connected with the grand changes now due, let them 
remember the Lord knoweth them that are his and will not permit 
anything to come upon them that he will not overrule for good." 
(August, 1896) 

■ R3184—"PREPARATIONS FOR THE MILLENNIUM. Polar 
ice, both arctic and antarctic, seems to have been steadily 
decreasing, and it may be that these frigid deserts shall once more 
blossom as the rose—Isa. 35:1—literally. The ice from both poles 
seems to be drifting toward equatorial regions, to such an extent 
that, in the north, it has become a menace to commerce, and it may 
be a work preparatory to the 'times of restitution. —  (May, 1903) 

■ R5159, col. 1—"THE DELUGE EFFECT ... The temperature 
of the whole earth was equable, the sun's rays acting upon the watery 
canopy as they do upon the white glass of a hot-house. The 
temperature was the same at the poles as at the equator. This 
accounts for the remains of tropical animals and of plant life found 
imbedded under hundreds of feet of ice in the polar regions ... 
Scientific Bible students are having their faith in God's Word 
established more and more. Without affecting the torrid zone, the 
warmer temperature is now extending itself into the frigid zone 
quite rapidly. 'Greenland' s Icy Mountains' will soon be things of 
the past. The poles are warming up. The ice caps are dissolving." 
(January, 1913) ❑ 

Brethren From page 7 

served to make me stronger. I will go through this day with my 
head held high and with a happy heart. I will marvel at Mother 
Nature's seemingly simple gifts; the morning dew, the sun, the 
clouds and the trees, the flowers, the birds. Today none of these 
miraculous creations will escape my notice. Today I will share 
my excitement for life with other people and I will make 
someone smile. I will go out of my way to perform an 
unexpected act of kindness for someone I do not even know. 
Today I will give a sincere compliment to someone who seems 
down. I will tell a child how special they are and I will tell 
someone I love just how deeply I care for them and how much 
they mean to me. Today is the day that I quit worrying (this 
was a key right here) about what I do not have and start being 
grateful for all of the wonderful things my heavenly Father has 
already given to me. I will remember that to worry is just a 

waste of time because my faith in my heavenly Father and the 
Divine Plan ensures everything will be just fine. Tonight 
before I go to bed I will go outside and raise my eyes to the sky 
and I will stand in awe of the beauty of the stars and the moon 
and I will smile because I was again able to enjoy these 
magnificent treasures. The day ends and I will lay my head on 
my pillow and I will smile because I had the best day of my life. 
I will sleep the sleep of a contented child excited with the 
expectations because tomorrow is going to be the best day of 
my life ever and because of the promise that the Lord has given 
us.' 

"I wanted to tell everyone how much I love them and have 
enjoyed the fellowship and the convention. Thank you." ❑ 

Memorial Supper: Sunday, April 17, 2011 After six o'clock 
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Conventions 
"Exalt the LORD, our God and worship at his holy hill... "—Psalm 99:9 

more information contact the Secretary: Sr. Christy Humphreys. 
2010 	 Phone: (480) 226-9076. 

November 26, 27 Louisville, Kentucky. New Albany-
Louisville Bible Students. Three speakers. Best Western Airport 
East Expo Center, 1921 Bishop Lane, Louisville, KY 40218-1901. 
Contact the Secretary: Martha Moody. Phone: (502) 267-9843. 
E-mail: jmmmem1874  @bellsouth.net  

December 4 Ibadan, Nigeria. For more information, please 
contact the Secretary: Cajetan O.Egbu. E-mail: 
egbucaje@gmail.com  

2011 

February 26, 27 Scottsdale, Arizona. Boys & Girls Club of 
Scottsdale, 8250 E. Rose Lane, Scottsdale, AZ. (same location as 
previous convention) We will have five speakers. For room 
reservations call Sr. Gina Nicolosi. Phone: (602) 821-5599. For 

March 25, 26, 27 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible 
Students Annual. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr. N.E., 
Kenmore, WA 98028. Contact the Secretary: Gloria Nussel. Phone: 
(206) 783-7564. E-mail• nussel-dg1974@comcast.net  

August 13, 14 Worthington, Ohio. Associated Bible Students 
of Central Ohio Topical. Holiday Inn, 7007 N. High St., 
Worthington, OH 43085. Topic: The Flood: Type and Antitype. 
Six speakers. Contact Assistant Secretary: Elneta MacAlister, P.O. 
Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614)261-1814. E-mail• 
elalister@yahoo.com  ❑ 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Vatican Synod Calls for End to Israel's 'Occupation' 
ROME — Bishops from the Middle East who were summoned to 

Rome by the pope demanded on Saturday [October 23, 2010] that 
Israel accept U.N. resolutions calling for an end to its "occupation" 
of Arab lands. In a final joint communique the bishops also told 
Israel it should not use the Bible to justify "injustices" against the 
Palestinians. The bishops issued the statement at the close of their 
two-week meeting called by Pope Benedict XVI to discuss the plight 
of Christians in the Middle East amid a major exodus of the faithful 
from the region. 

"The Holy Scriptures cannot be used to justify the return of Jews 
to Israel and the displacement of the Palestinians to justify the 
occupation by Israel of Palestinian lands," Monsignor Cyril Salim 
Bustros, Greek Melkite archbishop of Our Lady of the Annunciation 
in Boston, Massachusetts and president of the "Commission for the 
Message" said at Saturday's Vatican press conference. 

"We Christians cannot speak of the 'promised land' as an exclu-
sive right for a privileged Jewish people. This promise was nullified 
by Christ. There is no longer a chosen people — all men and women 
of all countries have become the chosen people. Even if the head 
of the Israeli state is Jewish the future is based on democracy. The 
Palestinian refugees will eventually come back and this problem 
will have to be solved," the Lebanese-born Bustros said. 

Mordechay Lewy, Israel's ambassador to the Holy See, told The 
Jerusalem Post that Monsignor Bustros in saying that Jesus nullified 
God's covenant with the Jewish people was "a returning to that 
successionist theology which we thought had been permanently 
shelved — the theology that preached that Judaism had been replaced 
by Christianity." 

"Also, by inviting all Palestinian refugees to return and denying 

Israel's right to define itself as a Jewish state — the only such in the 
world — he is regressing to hard-line positions that deny Israel's right 
to exist. Couple Archbishop Butros's rejection of defining Israel as 
a 'Jewish state' and his expectation that 'all Palestinian refugees will 
eventually return' plus the lack of any reference to 'the Jewish 
people' in the Appeal it follows that since Israel is a democracy if 
there is no inherent Jewish right to the state then demographic 
changes with the return of Palestinian refugees will win the day." 

While the bishops condemned terrorism and anti-Semitism they 
laid much of the blame for the conflict squarely on Israel. They listed 
the "occupation" of Palestinian lands, Israel's West Bank security 
barrier, its military checkpoints, "political prisoners," demolition of 
homes and disturbance of Palestinians' social and economic activi-
ties for making life increasingly difficult for Palestinians. They said 
they had "reflected" on the suffering and insecurity in which Israelis 
live and on the status of Jerusalem, a city holy to Christians, Jews and 
Muslims. "We are anxious about the unilateral initiatives that 
threaten its composition and risk to change its demographic bal-
ance," the bishops said in a joint statement. They called on the 
international community to apply U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions adopted in 1967 which called on Israel to withdraw from Arab 
land conquered in the Six Day War that year. 

"The Palestinian people will thus have an independent and 
sovereign homeland where they can live with dignity and security 
while Israel will be able to enjoy peace and security," they said. In 
their Appeal to the International Community the bishops expressed 
"hopes that the two-state solution becomes a reality and not only a 
dream." The document calls for "taking the necessary legal steps to 
put an end to the occupation of the different Arab territories." 1;1 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) who elect elders from within and without to 
serve as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort 
of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy 
Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise 
servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through 
the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and 
others of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among the Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to the Conventions page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@bsnews.net  
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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