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Whither the Land of Israel?
At the request of the Newsletter, Br. Ken
Rawson generously submitted the
following article to help his fellow brethren
more completely understand the struggles
endured and currently facing the nation of
Israel.
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To understand the current land dispute in
Israel, we must go back to the Balfour Declaration of 1917 which was implemented by
the League of Nations.
Map 1 shows the boundaries the League
of Nations allotted in 1920 for a Jewish State
(British Mandate)
Syria (French Mandate)
Iraq

allotted (Map 1). The League of Nations
approved (Map 2).
From 1878 through 1947 Jewish immigration created an expanding infrastructure
so that Arabs poured into the land for employment. First by the thousands, then by
the ten thousands.
Guilt ridden by the death of six million
Jews in the Holocaust, in 1947 the United
Nations granted the Jews a State on three
small disconnected pieces of land in what
Britain called Palestine (Map 3). All the
nations of Europe and the United States
contributed to the deaths of the Jews during
the Holocaust. Arab oil diplomacy ruled the
day. This truncated portion of land granted
in the UN Partition Plan is an outrage compared to the land granted Israel by the League
of Nations in 1922 (Map 2).
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in which Great Britain was mandated to
prepare the Jewish people for statehood. In
1921 Britain, for its own imperialistic reasons, lopped off three-quarters of the land
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Greetings in the Lord

In this issue is an article titled "Public
Meetings Concerning Israel," which
conveys the enthusiastic response from the
public who attended the Israel witness
efforts. Additional showings are scheduled
along with instructions for any class
desiring to host an Israel public meeting.
Also included are articles featuring the
first centenarian of 2010 and the annual
financial reports of the Newsletter and foundations created to aid the Lord's people.
"My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, 0 LORD; in the morning will I direct my
prayer unto thee, and will look up." Psalm

5:3.

Map 4
Yet, Israel accepted it and declared their
independence in 1948, fully aware that the
armies of six Arab states were poised to
destroy the newborn state. Israel was confident that its freedom fighters would acquire
more land than allotted in the Partition Plan.
They did (Map 4).
Map 3

See Whither the Land page 9
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice out of his temple, and my cry... into his ears."

■Sr. Rosemary Hipp (3430 Common St., Lake Charles, LA 70607),
96 years old, is homebound since breaking her hip in 2005 but has
the assistance of a hospital bed, lift chair and
walker. Due to her weakened condition, she
has had frequent visits to the hospital
emergency center. Her heart's desire is to
attend conventions and fellowship with the
brethren. She looks forward to being with the
Lord and the fellow body members on the
other side. She is sustained by a weekly
Tabernacle Shadows study with another local sister, Sr. Nelly
Bernard, and occasional visits from brethren. "And the peace of
God,...shall keep your hearts and minds..." Philippians 4:7
■Sr. Mary Geisinger (White Chapel Village, 30 West Village Rd.,
Newark, DE 19713) endured pain for months, but when it became
unbearable February 21, she called an emergency crew. At the
hospital a CAT scan showed a fracture in the third lumbar. She had
a similar fracture two years ago. Osteoporosis and the medications
for the control of an inflammatory disease called Stills have
weakened her bones. This was Sr. Mary's tenth hospitalization in
seven years. Doctors fitted her with a brace that makes it difficult to
sit or stand for any length of time. Homebound, she listens to the
studies of the Wilmington Ecclesia over a conference phone
connection. Sr. Mary relies on the Lord for all her needs and is
grateful for the help she gets from brethren and neighbors.
■Br. Jimmy Dean (1806 E. Canton St., Orlando, FL 32803) is
unable to attend meetings and conventions as often as he would like.
In his nineties, he has diabetes and is on
various medications. A nurse visits regularly
to assist in his care. During the last six months,
his equilibrium was poor and he forgot
directions to brethrens' homes, though
thankfully, this has improved. He is learning
patient endurance through the trials the Lord
sees best for his development. He appreciates
the promises associated with the Lord's return as he continues to
study in The Divine Plan of the Ages and The Time is at Hand.
▪ Jonathan and Sr. Lynnette Larson (1708 Burlington Ave.,
Lisle, IL 60532, e-mail: LynnetteLarson@comcast.net) are
saddened by the death of their 35-year-old son Joshua on February
11. They helplessly watched him suffer with colon cancer after it was
first diagnosed the end of November. Tumors had spread throughout
his abdomen. He had surgery December 2 and spent the next two
months in and out of the hospital under their care, along with visiting
nurses and other medical support. The whole family appreciated the
e-mails, cards, calls and visits he received.
■Br. Krzysztof and Sr. Ania Siwek's (Hebdow 170, 32-120 Nowe
Brzesko, Poland, e-mail• aksiwek@op.pl ) two daughters and a sonin-law were injured when a bus
rear-ended and demolished their
automobile December 26. One
daughter and her husband
suffered minor injuries and spent
a few days in the hospital.
Paulina, their 17-year-old
daughter, suffered head injuries
Sr. Ania and Paulina
and a broken pelvis.
Unconscious until recently, she is able to communicate minimally

II Samuel 22:7

by blinking her eyes. Her physical movement is limited to squeezing
others' hands and moving the toes of one foot. Br. Krzysztof and Sr.
Ania understand that rehabilitation will be a long slow process. It
is immeasurably difficult for them to see someone they love, who is
so young, with such sufferings. The family is grateful for the many
words of encouragement from the brethren and request a continued
interest in prayer for patience and submission to the Lord's will.
■Br. Ray Charlton (c/o Berean Bible Institute, PO Box 402,
e-mail:
Australia,
3984,
Rosanna
Victoria
randscharlton@bigpond.com ) was hospitalized unexpectedly for more than two weeks
in late November. While traveling to meeting,
he began to shake and sweat severely. His
entire right leg turned red and black. He spent
five days in intensive care on life saving
antibiotics. Doctors determined streptococcal c. bacteria had entered a cut on his leg
in May. At that time it was thought the infection had been
completely treated but it is now believed to have remained in the area
which was already weakened due to a spider bite twelve years ago.
The venom of the white-tailed spider caused necrosis of the muscle
tissue in his leg and left it susceptible to the newly introduced
bacteria.
In the Lord's providence, Br. Ray was transferred to the oncology
department because of problems with his intravenous tubes and
needles. There he witnessed to two dying patients, giving them and
their families peace and comfort.
On February 15, during longer than expected surgery, doctors
removed the spider bitten area and grafted skin over it. Br. Ray will
continue to take strong antibiotics at home for several months.
Through all this uncertainty and difficulty, Br. Ray and his wife Sr.
Sue feel greatly blessed by our Heavenly Father's care and the love
of the brethren.
■Sr. Sandra Boulware (499 Lee Rd. 238, Phenix City, AL 36870)
was hospitalized in early January for pneumonia after a trip to
Connecticut to see her brother shortly before his death. Isolated and
suffering from various health issues, she joins the Huntsville
Ecclesia studies over the phone when health permits. She is a life
long friend of Sr. Carol Zak, having first heard the Truth when they
met over 40 years ago.
■Sr. Bernice Swann (12 Gloucester Ct., Newark, DE 19702) fell on
the ice in her driveway February 18 and broke her hip. Doctors
replaced the broken section the next day with
an artificial implant and sent her home four
days later. She receives home therapy to assist
her recovery. The Lord overruled that when
she fell, her cell phone was within reach while
the other items she carried scattered in every
direction. The nurses could see the Lord's love
evidenced by Sr. Bernice's pleasant
cooperative disposition and through the many visits of the brethren.
Sr. Bernice said that the love, sympathy and prayers of the brethren
are the best therapy. She knows from her understanding of God's plan
the need for trials and difficulties to shape and prove us for the
helping of the world of mankind in the Kingdom. This recent
experience continues a series of hospitalizations for Sr. Bernice who
has previously suffered through broken bones and two occurrences
of cancer—through it all, she knows God is good. 0
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Entered Into Rest
"...Let me die the death of the righteous,..." Numbers 23:10

■Br. Waldemar (Walter) G. Ostermann of Delaware Valley,
Pennsylvania, age 76, lived a life of great contrasts in experiences.
He was born in Poland on the eve of
WWII, his early memories were of war
and deprivation. At fourteen, his
family emigrated to America,
settling in Philadelphia as refugees.
He joined the military during the
Korean War, serving in France
because he spoke the language.
While stationed there he was struck
by a jeep causing severe head injuries
which left him in a coma for five
months. The Lord's hand was in this
life changing experience. Returning
to the States to recuperate, he
continued his education. In the late
1960s he received a Dawn magazine. Though his father and two
uncles were ministers, he was never satisfied with their teachings. He
continued searching from church to church, though he believed
what he read in the Dawn. While working in California, he read that
a pilgrim brother would be visiting the town where he lived, so he
contacted the Dawn and was put in touch with the local brethren.
Later he moved back to Pennsylvania to assist his elderly parents.
Immersed in 1990, he attended the Delaware Valley Ecclesia where
he served as an elder for ten years.
Br. Walter's education made him comfortable addressing the
issue of creation versus evolution. When this was debated in the
media as to whether creation should be included in the public school
curriculum, he wrote a letter to the editor showing the "theory of
evolution is by no means scientifically established."
In 2005 he had heart by-pass surgery and beginning in 2006 he
had a series of strokes which ultimately took his life February 7. He
is survived by his wife of 16 years, Sr. Barbara (6 Fullturn Rd.,
Levittown, PA 19056, e-mail: verite4@comcast.net) and numerous
relatives in Canada and Germany. Br. Len Griehs conducted the
funeral service February 12 with more than 50 in attendance.
Elk. Emile Herrscher, age 96, of the Phoenix (Arizona) Bible
Students finished his earthly course
December 20. He had a life long
association with the Bible Students
as his parents, Br Emile and Sr. Laura,
were active in the Truth and worked
for a short time at the Bethel House.
He is survived by his children: Sr.
Janice Highway (9791 Main St.,
Canadian Lakes, MI 49346) and son
Clifford; seven grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren and one greatgreat grandchild. His wife Sr.
Descygne died in 2003. Br. Kent
Humphreys conducted his memorial
service January 16 attended mostly
by brethren. His favorite hymns,
"Gladness Will Come to Stay" and "Cause for Gratitude," were sung
at the service.
■Sr. Elfreda Carpenter, age 82, of the Clearwater (Florida)
Ecclesia died of lung cancer January 6. Diagnosed in April she
refused radiation and chemotherapy and chose an alternative

approach. The Lord tempered the experience, allowing only the
pain necessary for her final lessons. Her parents Br. Alfred and Sr.
Lena Mandel first planted the seeds of Truth in her heart. She was
associated with the Marshfield, Wisconsin Ecclesia (until its
dissolution by brethren moving away from the area) and, for 16 years
after her move to Florida, she attended the Clearwater, Florida
Ecclesia. When her husband Joe's health started to fail in 1993, they
moved back to Wisconsin to live in an addition on the home of their
daughter Sr. Starr. A quiet example of "doing good unto all men,"
she is survived by her six children: Jack, Guy, Curly, Sr. Starr
Carpenter-LeVoy (8775 Wolff Ln., Marshfield, WI 54449),
Melisande Rayburn, Sunday Brummet; five grandchildren; five
siblings, one of whom is consecrated, Sr. Ruth Kuehmichel, and
many nieces and nephews. Twenty-five attended her memorial
service January 9. A graveside service is anticipated in the future.
■Sr. Stepanida Ivanova of the Tulan, Siberia Ecclesia died of a
heart attack January 20, two months after her 85th birthday. The last
few years were particularly difficult
due to the loss of two children and
increasingly poor health. She loved
God her entire adult life, first meeting
with the Baptist and, later, the
Epiphania Churches. During the
Communist era, when she began
studying the Truth, she met other
sisters at night by the river in a forest
to avoid detection. A turning point
came in 1998 when brethren from
Moldova visited. She started to
appreciate the hope of the high
calling. She entertained guests in her
small wooden house heated by a
wood stove. Nearby were the well,
which provided drinking water, and an outhouse. A fellow sister in
the ecclesia, Sr. Julia Shilyaeva (Shilyaeva, Yulia, Gorky St., Flat
26A/27, Tulan-15 region Irkutska, 665265 Russia, e-mail:
Julia_Tulun@mail333.com) reports, "Her funeral was arranged by
her son in a small room in the hospital. We sang a few songs and one
sister told a little about the promises of God, his plan and future life.
The funeral was peaceful and modest. We will miss our sister."
■Sr. Carl Harmon, age 74, finished his earthly course December
30 after suffering with kidney disease for nearly ten years. He
attended the New Albany-Louisville
Ecclesia where he faithfully served as
deacon. Through his knowledge of
the area and the families that lived
there, Br. Carl pursued the southern
Indiana obituary work sending out
"Comfort and Consolation"
booklets and other Kingdom
promise information. First introduced to the Truth through a fair
booth witness, Br. Carl attended the
class for over 30 years before
consecrating. He often commented
that his kidney condition was an
answer to prayer for help in focusing
on heavenly things. Sadly, his faith
estranged him from most of his family. His daughter Karen McKinley
See Entered Into Rest page 7
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Our Brethren Speak
"Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy,

Testimonies at Louisville, KY November 28
A Pilgrim with Roots
Sr. Peg Kindig, Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"I have been to this convention quite a few times and now I am a
member of the ecclesia and a resident. I am
thankful for the privilege of having two sisters
with me last night. The Lord has been very
good to me in the various experiences he has
given and in his overrulings. I have been like
a pilgrim and now I have roots again. This
ecclesia has been a great help and I appreciate
Br. David and Sr. Karole Doran' s
encouragement to me through the transition and everyone's prayers
on my behalf. Rejoicing to be here with you all."
Donated Sound Equipment Aids Brethren
Sr. Sandy Cothren, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia
"...This convention has been a blessing for me—both the discourses
and the fellowship... especially getting to know brethren I have not
spent time with before... For those of you whom
I have not met before or have not spoken to yet,
I hope to get around to doing that.
"Just to share with you one blessing. Br.
Jerry Oliver, who attends this ecclesia, has
donated sound equipment to our class for our
conventions. Previously Br. Mark Moody had
graciously come down and brought his equipment to help us out. We still want him to come [but] he does not have
to bring his equipment now. About eleven brethren attended on-line
yesterday and about fifteen have been on-line today. Based on their
messages, it has been a blessing to them. Some of them are sending
their special love specifically—Sr. Jean Kirkham, Br. David Niemyski, Sr. Virginia Palmgren (Sr. Mom), Sr. Ruth Powell, Br. Ron
Palmgren and Sr. Hazel McClellan."
Testimonies at Phoenix, AZ January 1, 2
Meeting More of our Family in Christ
Sr. Lisa Hangs, Prince Albert (Saskatchewan) Ecclesia
"I am from western Canada. It is minus 35 degrees there now so we
are rejoicing on many levels. We have never
been to these parts—or to this convention. We
feel blessed to start the New Year this way. We
have had the blessing of going to the General
Convention for three years. If any of you are
interested in coming to our convention in
Prince Albert, it is on the first weekend of July.
We go to a couple of conventions around that
time... This is a tremendous blessing Thank you for all of your labors
of love. It has been a blessing to meet more of our family in Christ.
God bless you all."
Blessings from Sorrows and Trials
Sr. Sylvia Golby, Alberta, Canada
"I would like to bring the love of our Ecclesia in Barrhead—my
brother, sister and my mother. We also meet with brethren in a larger
group about every six weeks in Red Deer. I would like to thank all
the elders for their talks and the points they brought out—always
something new, something greater. I have a little story about us
getting here. My husband used to get pneumonia and pleurisy every
winter. The doctor said, 'You just cannot take this anymore. You

all ye that are upright in heart." Psalm 32:11

will have to get out of these cold winters.' He did not know what to
do but I had this dream of going to California for the winter. So we
bought a trailer and that is what we did. When we did this, we had
cattle that had to be sold Later, we found we made more money by
selling hay and only had to work in the summer. We made more than
we did by looking after cattle all winter long. Many blessings come
out of the sorrows or trials that we have. I give my love to everyone
here. Thanks to everyone for putting on the convention so that we
can get together and see all of the brethren. We have gotten to know
many here..."
Sweet Fellowship and Excellent Studies
Br. Ryan Hangs, Saskatchewan, Canada
"What a tremendous privilege it is for my family and me to be among
you brethren this weekend, on the tail end of a winter holiday in a
much warmer USA—the first three quarters
was spent with our fleshly family. I cannot
think of a better way to end this holiday than
to partake of sweet fellowship and excellent
studies with our spiritual family We are
thankful to the Lord for this privilege... I thank
everyone involved for their labors of love in
making this convention possible. I would be
remiss if I did not acknowledge the help of Br. Percy Blenman who
graciously provided our accommodations for this convention.
Some may remember a posting this past fall on Br. Ron' s [Palmgren]
e-mail service that Br. Percy had 'timeshare' opportunities for those
attending conventions among other things. It was a blessing for us
to utilize the opportunity from the Lord via Br. Percy. Finally, we
bring the Christian love and greetings from the Saskatchewan
brethren that we meet with in Saskatoon as well as Prince Albert..."
"Thou Crownest the Year with Thy Goodness"
Sr. Gail Grabner, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia
"My dear brethren, I am with the friends that meet in Mahomet,
Illinois. There are three of us here at convention. I am happy to have
the brethren with me... This is kind of an
anniversary for Br. Ed and me. We were
married on December 22, 1985. I am originally
from North Carolina, and he was from Oregon.
We met in Illinois and were married in North
Carolina. After that we drove across country—
from North Carolina to Oregon and various
places along the way. We were in Phoenix for
the New Year's Convention in 1985-1986. We stayed with Br. Stan
and Sr. Helen Gorgas for a couple of days. It is a nice remembrance
of 24 years ago when we were here in the city. I appreciated all the
services today beginning with the Welcome Address and how it
brought to mind many thoughts we have recently had. We always
have a Watch Night service in Mahomet, so we were happy to get here
early enough to be able to join them on-line. It is difficult trying to
encapsulate the whole year in a single testimony and to think how
to best represent how the Lord blessed and helped me this year. The
Lord answered my prayer in a kind of unusual way. Christmas was
right before a weekend and I started to get a toothache. By Monday
morning it was so painful I could not even touch it with my tongue.
Right away the mind started to think that maybe I would not be able
to go to the convention. Last year I had a cold at the last minute and
was unable to come. I left it in the Lord's hands. The day before we
left, I went to the dentist and learned it needed a root canal. There
was a crown on it already so they had to drill through the crown. What
was neat was the next day's Manna was 'Thou crownest the year with

Sometimes the Lord can be very literal in our
experiences—and I received a blessing out of that. It represented a
summary of many of my blessings throughout the whole year. I had
health problems of sundry kinds throughout the year. Going
through sufferings of various kinds makes us sympathetic in heart
in those areas. As Br. Len Griehs mentioned, the heart is the center
of it all.
"I am appreciating the text in Psalm 56:8, "Thou tellest my
thy goodness.'

wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy
book?" The tears represent our sorrows and the bottle is like the

alabaster vase Mary had. The Lord gathers our trials and sufferings
and we... put those to good use. Do not just sorrow over those things,
but use them to be a blessing to others and have more of a sympathetic
nature towards others. That applies towards our brethren now—but
we will also have that privilege in the Kingdom. They are not wasted;
they are gathered up. I appreciate those lessons and am thankful to
be with the brethren here in convention. We remember you all in
prayer and please remember us."
Love from Ohio and Washington Brought to Arizona
Sr. Jan Klos, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
"I bring the love of the brethren in ABSCO and the Wenatchee
brethren in Washington. We study the Tabernacle on Wednesday
nights. I am happy to be here. This was my
ecclesia when I lived in Tucson, Arizona and
it is nice to be back and fellowship. I have
appreciated the discourses along with the
fellowship. I especially appreciated that Sr.
Lyn York, from the Associated Bible Students
of Central Ohio Ecclesia, came with me this
year... Her son lives in Tucson so it will be a
twofold visit for us. I am rejoicing in the Truth and in the trials and
tribulations which are for the strengthening of my character. I am
thankful for all that the Lord has done for me, for the studies and for
the opportunity of coming together to these conventions. This hag
not been taken from us. The Lord does surely provide. I ask an
interest in your prayers and keep you all in mine "
First Phoenix Convention-1946
Sr. Virginia Sowers, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia
"My first Phoenix convention was in 1946... Br. Stu [husband] and
I had been immersed in 1946... The Phoenix
convention holds memories for me down
through the years. I have enjoyed the
convention immensely. I was impressed with
the theme text and the discourse on that. It
touched me... Looking at the text I am
thinking- How can I be more holy in conduct
and godliness? I will be starting my 93rd year
in six months. I have got to get busy and do some work. I remember
you in my prayers."
Sowing a Habit, Reaping a Character...
Sr. Janell Zardja, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia
"I want to praise the Lord for the wonderful way to bring in the New
Year with our dear brethren. I bring you the love of Sr. Estella
Cashmere in Tucson. Our class has been trying
to meet with her and two other sisters who live
almost on the border with Mexico. They drive
up and we make it to Tucson about three times
a year. We plan to meet there in January and we
promised Sr. Estella to fill her in on the
blessings of the convention, as she is not able
to travel up here.
"I always feel motivated to make resolutions at the beginning of
the New Year. It is encouraging to hear the messages and get the year
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off to a good start. I usually have a big list to work on. They say that
it takes about eight weeks to form a good habit. In thinking of the
poem we quote about sowing a habit and reaping a character, that
is my goal for this year. I try my best to always be faithful. I would
like to focus on one thing for eight weeks and would like to get a lot
of good habits to reach that ultimate goal. I pray for your blessing
in this I thank the brethren who served us. Looking back on this past
year there were many experiences—not always the ones I expected.
I should know that by now. Hearing the messages have helped me
to rejoice in them a lot more."
Much Food for Thought
Br. M.C. Williams, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia
"I thank the brethren for coming and thank all who served and helped
us along. I have gotten a lot of food for thought
and surely appreciate it. Br. Harry Wildblood
opened my eyes to some greater things... I have
known a few of you, but I do not get around as
I would like. Maybe someday—in God's
will—we will see you all again. I hope to be
here next year. It is unbelievable how time
moves. Let us keep the hope and do some of
the things we learned by putting them in our lives. I appreciate you.
Pray for me and I will pray for you."
Manna for Testimonies—"Book of Remembrance"
Br. Ed Grabner, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia
"I was prompted to testify about the 'Book of Remembrance.' The
whole object of the booklet is related to our testimonies. It has been
a wonderful part of our experiences in this
narrow way. Starting from my earliest days in
the Truth when I met with the class out in
Oregon, the testimony meeting and its object
was well appreciated. Additional studies and
experiences over the years brought home the
personal benefits of it as well as the object of
it. In the Lord's providence the brethren have
produced these little booklets of the Thursday Manna Texts and
called it the 'Book of Remembrance.' For several years, it has been
the privilege of Sr. Gail and me, with the help of Br. Harry and Sr.
Karen Wildblood, to produce these and make them available to
brethren. They are made in a couple of formats with enough room
to make notes of your experiences that you can review—a little
journal of the year's experiences or even the experiences of others
as you hear their testimonies. We found this to be profitable to the
New Creation and would be happy to make them available to anyone
free of charge..."
Testimonies at Chicago, IL January 1,2
Wonderful Visit to Israel with "Jewish Glasses"
Br. Richard Gawronski, Puget Sound (WA) Bible Students
"I bring the love of the brethren from the Puget Sound Ecclesia. It
is a pleasure to be at this convention with you dear brethren. When
I noticed the theme text—brethren living
together in unity— I thought of the book I am
reading about the Polish brethren searching for
the Truth. It is written in the Polish language
by Sr. Ewa Sidor. The title translated into
English is Returning to the Source. It tells in
the book of brethren during the time of the
Reformation who broke away from the
Calvanists. They had a strong desire to study the Truth and to learn
what they could and disprove the falsities of the Catholic Church.
They called themselves 'brother' and 'sister' as the apostles had
See Brethren page 6
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Brethren From page 5
done in their day. It is faith building.
"There is no better occasion than the beginning of the year to offer
a testimony. We are not our own; we are 'bought with a price'—I
want to always remember these words. What are we without him 9

freeze in the county that I live in, I have a job Later, I got a call with
an offer for a house and became a homeowner that same day. It was
incredible to see everything come together in a way so
overwhelmingly beautiful—at a time I needed the guidance the
most. I made it to the seminar for one day. It was an enormous blessing
Nothing.IaveldmyChristanwlkobe cpy even for just those two studies. I thank the Chicago brethren for the
of our dear Master. I definitely desire his help and your help, dear seminar. It was a huge boost entering the New Year. I pray that this
coming year is full of growth, development and overruling that
brethren, that you remember me in your prayers.
"...In November I was privileged with Sr. Irena [wife] to go to Israel shows how much God truly loves each of us and wants us to follow
with a group of Polish brethren, 53 altogether. Most were from him. Anything is possible even when it seems like nothing is going
Poland; some were from the USA and France. We did not know what to happen. I keep you in my prayers. Please pray for me."
to expect. Our blessings surpassed our imagination. There were
many Messianic Jews. Our guide was a Messianic Jew. It was nice to Seminar and Convention—Biggest Blessings of Year
see certain things through 'Jewish glasses' as she would say. Some Sr. Becky Pryor, New London (CT) Ecclesia
take photographs with a polarizing filter for the reason of capturing "I am seventeen and was just attending the seminar I appreciate
the picture correctly. The same is with the 'Jewish glasses.' In order everyone that helps prepare for the seminar and
to understand them, you have to put them on. I bring you the love makes accommodations for us to be at the
of those brethren we had the opportunity to tour Israel with. It is convention as well. It is one of the biggest
wonderful to have an extended family of you dear brethren. The Lord blessings in my year to be here. It is uplifting
bless you. I will remember you in my prayers."
and helps you feel better when you are down.
There were a lot of great studies this year, too.
International Convention in Romania
I appreciated those who led them and who
Br. Tom Machacek, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia
helped us learn and understand more things
"My wife Sr. Nancy and I are glad to be here. We are enjoying the about the Lord. I love all of you and cannot
convention. We bring the love of our class... and the brethren from wait to come back again next year. It has been strengthening... "
South Bend as well. I brought the latest
newsletter for the International Convention to Chicago Brethren Special to Grand Rapids Ecclesia
be held August 8 - 13 of this year in Baia-Mare, Sr. Janice Fetrow, Grand Rapids (MI) Ecclesia
Romania. If you have not had the opportunity "I have been commissioned by the brethren in Grand Rapids to bring
to visit Romania, there is a potential tour of the their love to you all. You are a special class here in Chicago. Many
country and of various ecclesias after the of you brethren bring special memories of the years my family and
convention for those interested. The program I came to this convention. I thank my cousin Florence Trzyna. She
tells you how to contact individuals to make is the sweetest cousin I have. I love her dearly. I want to bring praise,
your interests known.
honor and glory to our heavenly Father. He has been so good to me
"... At lunch we were remembering the brethren over the last ten and has richly blessed me. There is a scripture I would like to read
years from our class, particularly those who have passed beyond the to you: II Corinthians 9:12-15, "For the administration of this
veil. Our ecclesia is not large as you may know. We lost Br. Gene service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant
Burns who was an important member of our class. His memory still also by many thanksgivings unto God; While by the experiment of
lives well in our hearts and minds We wondered during this time this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection
period what would happen to our class. The Lord provided that our unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto
class has continued to grow one by one by one. Br. Roger Smith them, and unto all men; And by their prayer for you, which long after
symbolized his consecration the last Sunday in November. It is a you for the exceeding grace of God in you. Thanks be unto God for
nice blessing to have Br. Roger, a brother-in-law to Sr. Lois Tally, his unspeakable gift."
who is a relatively new member of the class. She was brought in by
Sr. Nancy Kleppe. The point is that you never know when you start Prayers for Continuing to Take Up Cross
talking to your friends and relatives who is interested and who is not. Br. George Kuzman, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia
My encouragement for you this year as well as for myself is to never "I... thank my heavenly Father for another year
be short on finding those opportunities to tell of the Truth. When you in the Truth, for carrying me through this past
tell the Truth you may stir a heart that wants to know more. Before
year and for his patience with me. The Lord has
you know it, you may have someone whom the Lord is seeking. I been gracious to me. I frequently stumble and
ask an interest in your prayers and I remember each one of you."
take my ease instead of taking up my cross and
walking along the narrow way. I am asking for
With God All Things are Possible
a measure of his spirit to continue this walk that
Br. Adam Goodman, Orlando (FL) Ecclesia
I might be faithful to the end. I ask an interest
"This past year has been full of changes. The past two years have been in your prayers."
difficult and they have had their fair share of ups and downs. It is
amazing to see the Lord's guidance in my life. "All Means All " in 1 Corinthians 15:22
I graduated from university last May and had Sr. Millie Szatko, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
no job prospects. I was uncertain of where I "I thank my heavenly Father. Another year has passed during which
would live or what I would do. Everything I was in the hospital with a stroke, high blood pressure and
unfolded. I was in Chicago visiting my brother pneumonia and thought I was dying. When I came home, I saw a
when I got a call for a job interview at the school piece of paper with the word 'chapel' on it and I said, 'What is this?
where I had interned. The teacher who Who has died in the family?' They said, 'Mom, you were supposed
interviewed me was the mother of someone I to die.' They did not expect me to live because I was in hospice at
played lacrosse with in high school. She liked me and was the the time. When I came home, hospice was at the house for three
department head at the school. Despite the fact that there was a hiring months.

"When you are sick, you reminisce over the past years. I thought
of the things I was able to do while not sick for most of my life and
I thank the Lord. When I got a little better, a nurse came once a week
and also a doctor. I gave them a tract and talked
about religion. I gave a tract of happiness and
then I gave them the Divine Plan or other tracts.
It was a blessing. I may have put out more tracts
being sick than when well. I did not even have
to go out to do this I thank the Lord for all of
his goodness and mercy upon me. Thank you
for all of the cards I thank the Lord for every
day... It thrills me that when someone comes to the door, I can share
the Truth. A caretaker I had was a Jehovah's Witness. She would get
on the subject of Adam and Eve not being awakened from the dead
because they put all of mankind in the grave. I said, 'Well, 1
Corinthians 15:22 says "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive." She did not believe the word 'all.' ... She
was Polish and had a dictionary with her. She read it, but it did not
agree with her thinking When I asked what 'all' meant? She said,
`all.' I said, 'Well then, Adam and Eve are included.' ... It gave me
an opportunity to express the little that I knew. My [stack of] tracts
went down fast and I thank the Lord... I am looking forward to another
year if the Lord wants me around. I am thankful for all of the
brethren's cards and prayers... Lord bless us with his grace and mercy
as we struggle to make our calling and election sure."

Entered into Rest From page 3
(3097 Kepley Road, Georgetown, Indiana, 47122), however, cared
for him in her home for the last five years. Br. David Doran conducted
the funeral January 2 with 160 in attendance.

■ Br. Stephen C. Mengos Sr., age 84, an elder of the Southwest Bible
Students Ecclesia in Phoenix, Arizona finished his earthly course
March 6 after a four year battle with cancer. As a youth living in
Boston, he survived the secondworst single building fire in America,
where almost 500 perished. During
WWII he served in the navy,
surviving the D-Day invasion of
Normandy though his amphibious
landing-ship hit a mine. These
experiences prepared him for the
message of comfort. When
discharged from the navy in Los
Angeles, he was introduced to the
Truth through his future wife Sr.
Betty and Br. David and Sr. Shirley
Bruce. He loved the Harvest Message
and zealously served the brethren.
He is survived by his wife of 61 years,
Sr. Betty (15254 E. Aspen Dr., Fountain Hills, AZ 85268, e-mail:
samengos @yahoo.com); son Br. Stephen Jr. and his brother James.
In lieu of a formal service, the family desires to compile a memory
book and website devoted to his memory.
■ Br. Isaac Ihejirika, age 60, an elder of the Obile, Nigeria Ecclesia
died in mid-2009 from a swollen stomach. Introduced to the Truth
through the efforts of the late Br. Andrew Eluma, he symbolized his
consecration in 2005. To support his family, he farmed and traded,
applying the same diligent and faithful efforts to his service to the
ecclesia. He is sadly missed by his wife Sr. Rose (c/o Egbu, 2
Darlington St., Mokola Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria) ten children,
grandchildren and the brethren in Nigeria. Br. Cajetan Egbu gave the

7
Seminar Watch Night Service and Spiritual Growth
Br. Joe Ledwinka, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia
"I bring the love of my father and mother Br. Dan and Sr. Alice as well
as my grandparents Br. Art and Sr. Esther who
especially want to be remembered. I have a lot
of love already from the congregation to bring
back... For the past four years I have not been
able to make it to the...seminar or this
convention. It has been an uplifting blessing
to be participating in the studies, to listen to
the study leaders and to try to both be and
receive a blessing. One unexpected blessing
happened the last night [of the seminar]. When I used to go every
year, I did not notice the spiritual learning and growing of the group
I was part of. Returning after four years, it was nice to see the spiritual
growth shown in all of the testimonies at the last Watch Night
service. It was uplifting as were all of the discourses heard here. I have
a friend in the world who is one of the few I can talk to about spiritual
matters but he is very skeptical. He is more open to New Testament
stories rather than the Old Testament because of their age and
extraordinary events, such as a worldwide flood. I suggested that
the New Testament writers gave full credit to the Old Testament
writers and Br. Freeman Thompson' s talk really helped to bring out
some of those scriptures. I am grateful to be here and ask an interest
in your prayers. I will remember you in mine." D

funeral discourse entitled "Resurrection of the Dead" on January 30.
Brethren from nine ecclesias, relatives and townspeople gathered,
500 in all. Afterward, many asked the brethren interesting questions.
The family thanks the brethren for their support in making the burial
service possible.

■ Sr. Faye Trammell, age 78, of the Atlanta (Georgia) Bible
Students finished her earthly course February 16 from a complex
combination of several health
problems. Consecrated just five
years, she had a long spiritual
journey before coming to the Truth.
More than 30 years ago the Jehovah' s
Witnesses disfellowshipped her. She
thought God had rejected her. Never
giving up her belief in the Kingdom
and her love of God, she attended
various churches because she had
nowhere else to go.
In the Lord's providence, Sr.
Faye' s daughter Sr. Ginger Fantacone received her uncle's religious
material, (he too was a former
Jehovah's Witness) which included
Truth literature. She shared this with her mother and contacted the
Bible Students. Through her study of the Volumes, Sr. Faye felt the
terrible burden being lifted. God had never rejected her. The Studies
in the Scriptures confirmed what she had always wanted to believe
about God. Steadfast in her faith to the end, she had an extensive
witness to a minister sent by hospice just weeks before her death.
She is survived by her husband of 59 years, who enjoys attending
meetings, Ted (5505 Doe Trot Trail, Douglasville, GA 30135); five
children: Sr. Ginger Fantacone (4330 Wellbrook Ct., Douglasville,
GA 30135), Teddy, Cindy Williams, Camilla Troupe and Tim; six
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Br. Rick Hill conducted her funeral February 19 to the 50 attending.
See Entered into Rest page 12
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Servin • the Brethren
I Corinthians 12:26
Revelation Notebook

"And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it."

New Address:

Secretaries List:

Columbus Bible Students
P.O. Box 340251
Columbus, Ohio 43035

The Phoenix Bible Students,
maintains a list of class
secretary contact information.
Secretaries desiring a copy
may write to: Janell Zardja,
16966 W. Central St.,
Surprise, AZ 85388 or e-mail .

New Secretary:
Portland Area Bible Students
Arleen Bataglia
4233 Exeter St.
West Linn, Oregon 97068-5604

R
E
V
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N

alexjn@hotmi.cr
Other brethren are to contact
their class secretary for a copy.

The New Albany—Louisville
Revelation Notebook (492
pages), previously available only
in a three ring binder version, has
now been published in a soft cover
perfect bound format. The cost is
$12.00 plus postage. Contact:
New Albany-Louisville Bible
Students, P.O. Box 197, New
Albany, IN 47151-0197 or e-mail,
nalbs1883@bellsouth.net

Bible Students Aid Foundation
Thanks be to our merciful Heavenly Father and to all our brethren
who in any way supported the Foundation throughout 2009.
Without both the Lord and the brethren, there would be no
Foundation. We especially wish to thank each United States and
Canadian elder who took the time to compile a supporting letter for
each application. These letters are an indispensable part of the
information that we rely on to make informed decisions because it
is not possible for the Trustees to have personal knowledge of all the
brethren and their particular circumstances. The supporting letters
accomplish two things. First, they verify that an applicant is part of
our fellowship and, thus, effectively prevent those not of our
fellowship from receiving aid. Second, they confirm the applicant's
personal situation to be able to confirm the need. Also, some special
situations involve an elder acting as a steward in the distribution of
the funds to creditors. All of this takes considerable consecrated time
and we appreciate the sacrifices that the elders have made.

Applications for aid may be obtained from the Foundation's
liaison, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 197,
New Albany, Indiana 47151-0197). Once an application is sent to our
bank, please allow three weeks for it to be processed.
Anyone receiving aid should promptly send an acknowledgment
letter to our bank, Stock Yards Bank & Trust Company (P.O. Box
34290, Louisville, Kentucky 40232-4290). We rely on these letters to
confirm that the aid was received.
Please continue to pray for the Foundation and its mission of
providing urgently needed financial aid to those of our fellowship.
Proverbs 19:17

Financial Report - 2009
Total grants given to brethren in need
Contributions received

$ 89,815
$ 11,730

Romanian-Moldovan Fund
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia started a fund to provide
help to the brethren in Romania and Moldova in 1990, shortly after
the Iron Curtain came down. Brethren in many countries have
contributed to the friends in eastern Europe, over the years, as the
Lord directed their hearts and minds. These funds provide basic
humanitarian aid to brethren in need.
We are thankful to our heavenly Father for the privilege of being
a conduit between brethren who donate so generously and the
brethren in eastern Europe who receive the blessing. "Let the God
and Father ofour Lord Jesus Christ be blessed, Who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing which is in the heavens with Christ."

Financial Report - 2009
Balance as of November 30, 2008

$ 4,472.65

Deposits

$ 15,767.58

Humanitarian aid
Wire transfer fees

$ 8,500.00
$
15.00

Balance as of November 30, 2009

$11,725.23

Ephesians 1:3, Fenton.

Bible Students Newsletter. The Year in Review
In 2009 the Newsletter covered stories of the brethren's activities
from the countries ofAustralia, Brazil, China, Israel, Nigeria, Philippines, Siberia, Uganda, Kenya, Malawa and South Africa. The
Newsletter reported 152 new brethren who symbolized their consecration into Christ and are now co-laborers in the vineyard of our
Master. We are thankful to the many brethren who sacrificed their
time to report the activities of ecclesias and individuals laboring for
the Truth around the world. These reports provide the opportunity
for many to have contact with friends they may never be able to have
the opportunity to meet in the flesh.
We continue to encourage the friends to submit their activities and
opportunities for the uplifting and blessing of the Newsletter's
readership. We are only the conduit for reporting the works of the
brethren who so kindly submitted them to us. We thank the Lord for
this privilege.

Financial Report - 2009
Funds as of January 1, 2009

$21,559.60

Income
Contributions
Expenses
Printing
Postage
Supplies/Misc.

$ 3,757.00
$4,180.00
$5,389.00
$ 504.68

Total Expenses

$ 10,073.68

Balance as of December 31, 2009

$ 15,242.92
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The Divine Plan Foundation
In 2009 the Divine Plan Foundation sponsored a variety of witness
activities, including newspaper advertising, obituary mailings and
purchasing of "How to Study the Bible" booklets for fulfilling online orders from readers of the Central Ohio website. The Foundation
also supported the testing of Internet conferencing software with
potential for witnessing the gospel.
The Foundation encourages ecclesias to submit their witness
ideas both for potential assistance and to share with other ecclesias.
For communications directed to the Foundation please contact the
President, Br. David Stein: e-mail, das1874@ptd.net or Secretary/
Treasurer, Br. Allen Coffman: HC 1, Box 22, Bartonsville, PA, 18321
or e-mail, arcesc1874@hotmail.com

Financial Report - 2009
Beginning Bala n c e

$ 10,667.26

Donations
Interest
Subtotal

$ 1,109.22
6.09
$
$ 11,782.57

Distributions

$ 5,746.00

Balance as of December 31, 2009

$ 6,036.57

Celebrating 100 Years and Reaching for the Goal
Sr. Florence Hopkins ( 47 Wheaton Pl, Rutherford, NJ 07070) of the
New York Ecclesia quietly celebrated her 100th birthday January 2.
Brethren encouraged Sr. Florence
through much appreciated cards,
prayers and visits in recent months.
Since November she is bedfast most
of her day. However, the live-in
assistance of her daughter Sr. Alice
Hopkins-Passios and her son-in-law
Br. George, enable her to get up three
to four hours a day. She recognizes
the brethren's faces and names and
prays frequently.
Her fondest memories are of the
brethren. Since coming into the Truth
in the 1940s her goal has been "Christ
and Christ alone." She remembers
and appreciates the opportunities to host meetings in Queens and the
Whither the Land From page 1

Violation of International Law
Few realize it, but the 1947 UN Partition Plan
was a violation of International Law. Why?
Article 80 of the UN Charter states the UN
cannot annul any ruling of the League of
Nations. Therefore, Jewish land rights
granted by the League of Nations' British
Mandate was illegally annulled by the UN.
Consequently, the Arabs have no statehood
rights in all of the land of Israel from the
Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River.
Selfishly, the nations are far more concerned
about the Arabs and their oil than Israel.
In 1949 Syria, a fledgling Arab State,
declared it needed five million immigrants.
Syria offered land free to any Arab willing to
settle there. This would easily have solved
the 650,000 Palestinian refugee problem.
But the Arab League said, "No." To date
they continue with this demand instructing
all Arab nations, "Not to give permanent
residence to Palestinians." Why? The Palestinians have to be kept as refugees until they
could occupy the whole land of Israel once
the Jews are expelled or annihilated.
Kindled by Palestinian terrorism and
threats by Egypt and Syria, the Middle East

Bronx, attend conventions and visit the sick. The Lord opened the
door using her professional dressmaking skills to assist Sr. Lundquist with the Tabernacle models. This led to attending public
exhibits at shopping malls, churches, synagogues and auditoriums.
This truly was a blessed opportunity. Of all of Br. Russell's writings
she especially loves the Tabernacle Shadows of the Better Sacrifices.

Sr. Florence remembers the Lord's blessing of the opportunities
she had to share the Truth with her family, especially when her sister,
Sr. Cecelia Strohm and daughter consecrated. Her husband Joe never
did leave the Baptist church but relied on Sr. Florence for answers
to different questions when he got into a religious discussion.
Working as a nurse, she enjoyed talking to patients who brought
their Bibles. She gave them the hope of the Kingdom.
Sr. Florence accepts the Lord' s will that she is still on this side the
veil. Not as alert as she was just two years ago, she still enjoys
fellowship with family and brethren. She looks forward to the day
when, "...Death is swallowed up in victory." 1 Cor. 15: 54 0

exploded into the 1967 Six-Day War in
which Israel expanded its borders to include
the so-called "West Bank" (Judea and Samaria), Egypt's Sinai and part of Syria—the
Golan Heights. Later, Israel returned the
Sinai to Egypt (Map 5).
Israel has been continually badgered by
the nations to make peace with the Palestinians by returning to their pre-1967 borders
(Map 4). In 2002 as a gesture of peace, Israel
completely withdrew from the Gaza Strip.
Thousands of former Gaza settlers are still
without permanent homes, and most without jobs. In gratitude for being completely
free of Israel's rule, Palestinians in Gaza fired
thousands of rockets at Israel. Enough was
enough. Israel invaded Gaza on Dec. 27,
2008. This military operation called "Cast
Lead" lasted three weeks. Between 1,166 to
1,417 casualties were sustained by the Palestinians and 13 by the Israelis.
Remember, this was not a war against a
regular army but an army of terrorists who
intermingled with civilians, and fired rockets from civilian backyards and school
grounds. Their rocket launchers were stored
in schools and mosques. Their leaders were
dressed as doctors in hospitals.
The UN investigative Goldstone Report

Golan.►
Heights
Mediterranean
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Map 5

accused both Hamas' military and the Israeli
army of war crimes. But in its usual antiSemitic posture they singled out Israel exclusively for reprimand.
See Whither the Land

page
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New Brethren in Christ
"The precious sons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the hands of the potter!" Lam

Immersions 2009

4.2

Br. Gunasegara
Sr. Kayal Vizhi, former member of the Church of South India (CSI)

At Trichy, India 88th Annual General Convention, May 8-10
Sr. Helen and her son Br. Johnson, formerly attended Catholic and
Pentecostal churches. Sr. Helen first heard the Truth from Br. Felix
an elder of the Trichy Ecclesia who worked as a carpenter at her home.
She shared what she was learning with Br. Johnson.
At Jackson, Michigan September 13
Br. Tom Murray, Jackson Ecclesia, former priest in the Eastern
Orthodox Church, introduced to the Bible Students through the
Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio Ecclesia' s website.
Letter of Testimony
Br. Tom Murray, Jackson, Michigan
"To be able to call you my brethren means so much to me. I was
immersed in mid-September as a witness to my consecration earlier
in the year. Like many Bible Students I was called out of nominalism.
Until recently I was a priest in the Eastern
Orthodox Church. I started out a sincere
Christian, absolutely convinced that I was a
member of the early apostolic church. The
doctrines of the Eastern Orthodox Church
have remained unchanged for 2000 years, and
my faith was based on that, rather than on
Scripture. My biggest mistake was not
realizing that the doctrines I gripped so tightly were not in fact
established by the apostles, but in the fourth century, when
Constantine legalized Christianity.
"That said, it was not logic that brought me to the Bible Students.
God called me to his Truth. The ceremonial rituals lost their sense
of awe as I became aware that they were only symbols having no
intrinsic power. I became physically uncomfortable when I was
addressed with titles or when witnessing the pomposity of those
bishops who wrote in the third person. I did not understand how I
had become so deceived, or how all my friends were still so blind.
Why was I given this Truth and none of my fellow clergy? I was very
confused. I requested a sabbatical and spent the next few months
searching for the answers. It was at this time that I found several Bible
Students websites, eventually taking an on-line course offered by
AB SCO [Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio]. Later, I
received a phone call from Br. Bill Gill in Ohio, who introduced me
to Br. Edgar Buckley and Br. Wally Elias, both who lived just a
couple miles from me here in Charlotte, Michigan. Since then, I have
been attending the Jackson Bible Students Ecclesia. So far I have
been to four conventions and have met many of you. I look forward
to meeting many more of you in the years to come.
"January 25, 2010, I received my official excommunication from
my jurisdiction of the Eastern Orthodox Church, along with a letter
deposing me for my decision to answer God's higher calling and
walk away from the priesthood. With this in mind, let me restate my
first sentence... To be able to call you my brethren means so much
to me."
At Mettupalayam, India December 25

Former Pentecostals:
Sr. Ghanadeepam
Br. Sasi

Left to right: Srs. Ghanadeepam, Kayal Vizhi, Brs. Francis Paul, Sasi,
and Gunasegaran

At Salem, Tamilnadu, South India December 26
Sr. Manimegalai

Former Roman Catholics:
Br. Edward
Br. John Bosco
Br. Stephan
Sr. Immaculate Mary
Former Pentecostals:

Br. Adam Joseph
Sr. Hepsiba
Sr. Rosi
Sr. Nivetha
Sr. Swarna

Former Hindu:
Br. Varatharaj

Ten of the eleven new brethren immersed at Salem, India

Immersions 2010
At Mettupalayam, India January 12
A set of Volumes were given to each of the newly consecrated.

From Mettupalayam
Sr. Dhayala Sheeli, former Roman Catholic
Br. Kanagaraj, former Hindu
Sr. Sophiya, BSA
From Vellakovil
Br. Vedhamuthu, RPM (Resurrection Pentecostal Mission)
Sr. Epsiba, RPM
Sr. Buela, RPM
Br. John Vijayakumar, RPM
Br. Denathayal, former Hindu
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Sr. Sukeeka, B
Br. Vasanth Kumar
Sr. Praveena, M
Br. Nagaraj
Br.Abraham
Br.ManoharRayan
Sr. Suguna Rayan
Sr. Esther
Sr. Mary Jacintha, former Roman Catholic
Sr. Revathi, former attendee of the Assemblies of God Church
Br. Randy, former attendee of the Seventh Day Adventist Church

From Pulliyakulam, all former Roman Catholics
Sr. Roselin
Sr. Marsilinmary
Sr. Anitha
At Kampala, Uganda February
21
Br. Ouma Geofrey, first came to
a public meeting in October of
2008.
At Nagercoil, India February 28

Br. Ouma being immersed

All five have completed a year of follow up studies in the 53 lessons.
Br. Suresh, former Pentecostal
Sr. Vijaya, former Pentecostal
Sr. Ajitha, former Pentecostal
Sr. Shamini, former attendee of the Assemblies Of God Church
Sr. Suguna, former attendee of the Lutheran Church

Group photo of newly consecrated at Bangalore

At Kampala, Uganda March 10
These brethren were immersed in a small creek at the border of
Uganda and D.R. Congo.
Sr. Thorach Gladies, wife of Br. Kennedy
Sr. Sarlodha Okeca, wife of Br. Angeno
Br. Angeno Kende, husband of Sr. Sarlodha

Immerser, Br. Sundar with Br. Suresh, Srs. Vijaya, Ajitha, Shamini,
Suguna and fellow immerser, Br. Khurrsino

At Bangalore, India
March 7
Most of these completed
one year study of the 53
lessons
Former Pentecostals:
Br. Jebakumar
Sr. Joy Praveena
Sr. Helen Maky
Sr. Suganthi Susebai

Sr. Suganthi being immersed by Brs.
Raghu and Khurrsino

Left to Right: Br. Jjuuko (immerser), Srs. Gladies, Okeca and Br. Kende
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Harvest News
"As every man hath received the gift,

even so minister the same... as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." I Peter 4:10

Public Meetings Concerning Israel
By the Lord's grace, the Jewish work of
comfort and the Scriptural responsibility to
publicly declare Israel's place in the plan of
God continues at every opportunity.
Each of our last three showings of "Israel
Fulfilling Bible Prophecy " had unique blessings.
♦ Over 270 attended the showing in
Calgary, Canada in spite of Calgary's largest
newspaper's refusal to run the ads for fear of
Arab reprisal. The greatest blessing was
watching a handful ofexcited brethren (mostly
isolated from other Bible Students) of the
Calgary Bible Students rejoicing.
♦ The New London, Connecticut
Class selected the prestigious resort hotel,
the Mystic Marriott in Mystic, CT, which is
surrounded by a 40-mile radius of low population, for the presentation. Beginning 45
minutes before starting time, there was a
continual flow of public, totaling 300, with
standing room only, jammed against three
sides of the ballroom. More ministers attended this showing than any previous and
heard a clear presentation of the Two Salvations. A Hispanic minister wanted to have a
Spanish showing in every Hispanic church in

Connecticut. Unfortunately, there is no vides the hall there is a fund that will pay for
the advertising.
Spanish translation.
In addition to class sponsored newspaper
♦ Kalispell, Montana presented the
greatest challenge. Montana is where the ads, like the recent Washington Post ad on
buffalos roam, not people. With a population Israel, additional ads were placed in Philadelof 14,000, Kalispell is the largest town for 50 phia, PA and Columbus, OH. Three thrilling
miles. Our expectations were for approxi- responses are of note. One respondent wrote
mately 50 public. We were thrilled as over 200 that his Polish grandparents converted to
enthusiastic people eagerly watched the Bib- Catholicism to escape the Holocaust. The
lical drama of Israel march across the screen advertisement helped convince him to conin living color. Many DVDs were sold at each vert back to Judaism. Another was stimupresentation and 75 percent requested the lated to emigrate to Israel and a third indifree booklet, "The Israeli-Arab Peace Pro- vidual wrote: "I just watched your video on
"Israel: Fulfilling Bible Prophecy" I have
cess. "
The quarter page newspaper advertise- never watched a video about the state of
ments for the public meetings are just as Israel and its place in Bible prophecy as well
thrilling. The ads, which contain a complete presented and convincing as this. I am really
message of Israel's place in God's plan, have impressed, to the point that I was led to
been read by thousands. To date six public repentance...An hour ago, I was a supporter
showings of "Israel: Fulfilling Bible Proph- of Hamas and the destruction of the Zionist
ecy" are lined up for the coming year. We State and now, I am not." The booklets,
believe this Bible message defending Israel's "Israel's Land Rights" and "Embrace Your
place in God's Plan is important. Any class Jewish Heritage" were sent to all three.
desiring to have this Israel public meeting
Periodically advertisements placed in the
should contact: Kenneth Rawson, 60 Jersey Arutz 7 e-mail news receives up to 60 reAve., Edison, NJ 08820 or sponses per day for the DVD, "Israel: ApKwrpeace@optonline.net . If a class pro- pointment With Destiny." 0

Entered Into Rest From page 7
■Br. Joseph Mitchka of the Clearwater (Florida) Ecclesia finished
his earthly course on March 10, one week before his 93rd birthday.
He served for many years as elder in
the Patterson New Jersey Ecclesia
before moving in 1986 to Florida
where he served as elder in the
Clearwater Ecclesia until prevented
by ill health. He is survived by his
wife of 70 years, Sr. Celia (Freedom
Inn, 3260 N. McMullen Booth Rd.
Apt 203, Clearwater, FL 337612023); daughter, Sr. Deborah Stewart
(46 Millfield Ave., Westerville, OH
43081-1229); son, Kenneth; five
grandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren; a twin
sister and many nieces and nephews. A memorial
service will be held at a later date.

■Sr. Verna Hopstetter, age 73, of the San Antonio
Ecclesia finished her earthly course March 21 from
a massive stroke. She first heard the Truth from her
mother-in-law. In the process of trying to prove that
the Truth was wrong, she discovered its beauty,
especially the Resurrection and decided to
consecrate her life to his service more than 35 years
ago. She leaves a void in the small San Antonio

Ecclesia as she actively participated in the weekly studies and was
a faithful example. She is survived by her husband Russ (166 Fennel
Dr., San Antonio, TX 78213); two daughters: Susan Cuellar and
Julie Escalera and four grandchildren. Sixty attended her March 24
funeral conducted by Br. Freeman Thompson.
Inn George B. Eldridge, age 92, an elder in the Delaware Valley
(Pennsylvania) Ecclesia ended his earthly life February 27. Before
consecration Br. George
experienced many difficulties
during WWII: the invasion of
Normandy, the liberation of Paris and
the Battle of the Bulge. He also
served in Korea. Consecrated 48
years, he was first introduced to the
Truth through his wife
Sr. Ruth and nurtured
by Brs. Adam
Rutherford and Ken
Rawson. Br. George's
amiable manner made
him especially
talented at witnessing
and fellowship. He is
survived by his wife Ruth (37 Falcon Rd., Levittown,
PA 19056, e-mail• rugeo@comcast.net ) of 49 years;
his two children: Tamarin Barber and Gregory; five
grandchildren; five great-grand-children and a
brother Donald. Br. Len Griehs gave his funeral
service March 3 with more than 75 in attendance. 0
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Remarkably, in total contrast to any previous military action by any country, Israel
distributed by air tens of thousands of leaflets warning the population in every case
where military action would occur, giving
people an opportunity to move to safety.
Israel
also
placed
thousands of
phone
calls to
Gaza
residents
Br. Ken Rawson and Yitzhak Rabin issuing
the same warnings. Even with these precautions, total avoidance of civilian casualties
was impossible in such a scenario, as Gaza is
one of the most densely populated areas in
the world.
In Iraq and Afghanistan, US and British
military misfire has killed thousands more
civilians (Muslims). Where was the international outcry? The US was hailed as a hero
for dropping atomic bombs on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki killing hundreds of thousands.
By contrast Israel went to great lengths to
avoid civilian casualties, yet is accused of
war crimes.

that Israel is guilty of causing the Palestinian
suffering. Obama has been heavy handed on
Israel in the Israeli-Palestinian controversy,
forcing Prime Minister Netanyahu—Prime
Minister in Israel from 1996-1999 and again
from 2009 to today—to agree to a Palestinian State and a ten-month building freeze in
the Jewish settlements. Thus far, Netanyahu
is holding firm on "Jerusalem indivisible
forever." Netanyahu is convinced if he assures the Palestinians of economic security,
he feels their land demands will lessen.
At this point, if Bibi (a nickname received
in childhood for Prime Minister Netanyahu)
signs a peace accord granting the Palestinians an independent state, there are not
enough votes in the Knesset to approve it. Of
course, past experience shows this could
change. The last public poll revealed only
one percent of Israeli Jews believe peace is

Iran
The US wants to stop Iran's nuclear
development by economic sanctions.
Israel's Mossad has already stalled the
Iranian nuclear program by eight years
through assassinations, sabotage of
facilities and actual paramilitary
operations. If within a reasonable time the
UN does not stop Iran's nuclear weapons
progress, Israel is determined to destroy
Iran's most vital nuclear plants. How?
Mossad has trained elite units to take out a
nuclear plant or a terrorist operation
manufacturing a dirty bomb or chemical/
biological weapons anywhere on the globe.
Also, Israel developed a fleet of supersized
drones (pilotless aircraft) that can fly
nonstop to Iran at high altitudes to drop
bombs, and the United States has diverted
387 "bunker-buster" bombs to an island in
the Indian Ocean as a possible threat of
attack on Iran.
Lord Opened Doors

Anti-Semitism
Since Operation Cast Lead, anti-Semitism
has peaked its highest since WWII with antiSemitic incidents increasing worldwide. It is
spurred on by vicious false rumors such as
that of Israelis kidnapping Palestinian
children for organ theft. The image of Israel
as a vicious tyrant suppressing the poor
Palestinians dominates European thinking
In England, arrest warrants have actually
been issued for Israeli government officials
that were involved in Operation Cast Lead.
They dare not enter England. While giving
a speech on a US university campus,
hecklers shouted at Israeli Ambassador
Oren, "How many Palestinians did you
kill?"
President Obama has contributed to the
negative image of Israel. In his Cairo Middle
East policy speech, he observed that Jewish
suffering in the Holocaust gave the Jews a
right to their Jewish State—no mention of
their Biblical rights. With these words Obama
fell right into Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinej ad' s trap. How? Ahmadinej ad has
observed that Europe willingly cooperated
with Hitler's Holocaust. Therefore, Europe
should have established the Jewish State in
Europe and not the Islamic Middle East.
Then Obama observed that the Palestinians also deserve their own state because
they suffered so much. The implication is

listed in Ezekiel 38.

Br. Ken Rawson and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu

possible with the Palestinians. A whopping
67 percent of Americans are doubtful that a
time will ever come in which Arab nations
and Israel will settle their differences and
live in peace.
The Israeli government is quietly preparing for an expected three-pronged attack by
Lebanon/Hezbollah, Syria, and a Hamas
armed by Iran. All three are boasting that
their latest sophisticated rockets will be able
to hit every city in Israel. Israel will sustain
losses but they are confident of victory.
President Obama and the European Union
want the 300,000 West Bank settlers replaced by a Palestinian State. In an article in
The Jewish Press, the largest Jewish newspaper in the US, and in programs at Orthodox
synagogues, I have continued to urge Jews
to emigrate to Israel. Financially and logistically, it would be impossible to disengage
700,000 Jews from the West Bank Otherwise, the Lord will permit Israel to lose more
land and/or let hunters arise in the US to
drive the Jews to their homeland.
At some time in the future the Scriptures
seem to indicate that there will be a war in
which Israel will regain land lost—plus added
territory—followed by a period of peace,
then an invasion of Israel by the nations

From 1992 through 2001, the Lord opened
doors and we had frequent meetings with
Israeli government leaders. Biblical inroads
were made. For example, impressed with the
prophecy predicting the Jews' returning
from the "land of the north" and our
suggestion that over a million Russian Jews
would return, then Prime Minister Rabin
(Prime Minister of Israel from 1974-1977
and again from 1992 to his assassination in
1995) said he would turn Israel's economy
around to absorb them, and it happened.
Prime Minister Netanyahu evidently has
developed a degree of Biblical faith. He says
he reads the Bible regularly with his younger
son who won a Bible quiz contest. In a

IAF unveils massive 'super drone'
-

speech at Auschwitz, Bibi said, "The Holocaust represented the 'dry bones' and 'graves'
of the Jewish people and, out of that horror,
the State of Israel was resurrected just as the
Lord said would happen through the Hebrew
prophet Ezekiel." This is thrilling in itself,
even though the details are fuzzy. But where
did the Prime Minister acquire a symbolic
application of Ezekiel 37? He has a copy of
the video Israel Appointment with Destiny
which deals in detail with Ezekiel 37.
We continue to look for the Lord's leading in the Jewish work.
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World News
■"Israel: A Better Stimulus," a marketing
campaign that brings Jews to Israel, has seen
50 percent increased participation from
American Jews since the recession began in
Fall 2008. Israeli unemployment is up, but
the country was spared the economic
beating America and many other rich
countries took. High-tech and biotech,
Israel's top industries, are booming. Many
global firms now have a presence in Israel.
Participants are surprised that Israel's work
culture encourages flexibility and a better
work/life balance. Reuters — 3/8/10
■Gulf Arab states with China, Russia, Japan
and France plan to use a variety of currencies
instead of the dollar for all oil transactions,
completing the transition by 2018. The
decline of American economic power linked
to the global recession and China's
extraordinary new financial power, along
with anger among oil-producing and
consuming nations at America's power to
manage the international financial system,
prompted the secret meetings to dethrone
the dollar. Independent — 10/6/09
■Israel has weathered the global recession
and continues to invest in research,

development and infrastructure. Though
0.2 percent of the world's population, Israel
has 54 percent of the world chess champions,
27 percent of Nobel physics laureates, 31
percent of medicine laureates and more
high-tech start up companies per capita than
any other in the world. Between 1980 and
2000, Egyptians registered 77 US patents,
Saudis registered 171 while Israelis
registered 7652. New York Times — 1/12/10
■In 2005, two unlikely Germans were
elected to office, Pope Benedict XVI and
German Chancellor Angela Merkel. Since
that time the two have worked in almost
constant opposition although they share
roots in the Christian Democratic Union, a
German political party. While Benedict's
ascension to the papacy was treated as a
triumph of German conservatism, Merkel
radically liberalized German family laws. In
early 2009 she criticized the Pope for
rehabilitating a Holocaust-denying
religious sect and pointedly said "This
should not be allowed to pass without
consequences." A recent book, "Benedict' s
Crusade," identifies the elemental rift
between Benedict and mainstream German

Christians like Merkel. The author claims
that Benedict's goal is to transform Europe
back into a Catholic continent. One result of
the tiff is that Merkel's political party had its
worst election showing in 60 years, largely
because Catholics stayed away in large
numbers. Foreign Policy — Jan/Feb 2010
■ Similarities between Greece' s and
America's financial crises include huge
increases in national debt, foreignownership of the public debt, and a debt load
near 100 percent of gross domestic product.
Former Federal Reserve Chairman
Greenspan said the US could not long
remain the world's largest economy and the
world's largest debtor. "History tells us that
great powers when they've gotten into
significant fiscal problems have ceased to be
great powers." Associated Press — 3/9/10
■With high unemployment rates and a
faltering economy, Americans are more
inclined to isolationism. In a recent poll, 85
percent of Americans believe protecting US
jobs should be a foreign policy priority.
Only 25 percent thought being a world
leader is important for America.
McClatchy-1120110

Reli • ion in the News
■An Israeli professor, Haim Shore,
discovered that many Biblical Hebrew
words relate to their scientifically
established physical properties. The
numerical values of the Hebrew words for
red, yellow, green, blue and purple form a
straight line correlation when graphed
against each color's wave frequency. The
Hebrew word for pregnancy has the same
value as the average human pregnancy, 271
days. Even the days of creation are a straight
line correlation to the cosmological periods
represented by each creative day. Hidden
information in Biblical words and names
reveal information which in many cases
could not be known or measured until
modern times. Jerusalem Post — December
25-31, 2009.
■Russian President Medvedev issued a
decree proposing the establishment of full
diplomatic relations with the Vatican
twenty years after Russia and the Holy See
first exchanged diplomats. Catholic News
Service — 12/4/09
■Archaeologists uncovered a new set of
tombs near the Great Pyramid, revealing that
the builders ate meat regularly, worked in
three-month shifts and were honored by

their burial within the shadow of the
pyramid they labored to build. Scholars
conclude from this that the workers could
not have been slaves but must have been
paid laborers. Associated Press — 1/11/10
■A European Union project to create a
biomechanical hand met with success in its
first test. An Italian man who lost his left arm
in a crash was successfully linked to a
robotic hand that allowed him to feel
sensations and control the artificial limb
with his thoughts. Electrodes implanted in
the nerves of his left arm made it possible to
wiggle the robotic fingers, grab objects and
make a fist. Associated Press — 12/3/09
■Life expectancy in rich countries is
increasing beyond the limits of what
scientists once thought possible. Babies
born this century may live 100 years. Japan
presently has the highest life expectancy
with 50 percent of octogenarians expected
to live past age 90. Obesity is the largest
factor challenging the expected increase in
longevity. Associated Press — 10/2/09
■According to a study published in the
Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, loneliness can be contagious.
Having a social connection to a lonely

person increased the one's chances of
developing feelings of loneliness. In other
studies, loneliness has been linked to
depression, sleep problems and generally
poorer physical conditions. Washington
Post — 12/2/09
• Only 40 percent of US Presbyterians
believe Jesus is the only way to heaven, with
only 35 percent of the denomination's
pastors believing this. More than half
agreed that "all the world's religions are
equally good ways of helping a person find
ultimate truth." Religion Today — 1/18/10
■At some point in the last two years, the US
experienced its 50 millionth legal abortion.
The combined military deaths in all of
America's Wars from the Revolution to the
Second Iraq War are 1.2 million. Baptist
Press — 1/27/10
MA new study in the journal of Nature found
that fossilized footprints of four-footed
animals appeared on land much earlier than
scientists had believed. One scientist noted
that the find would force experts to
reconsider a critical period in evolution
when sea vertebrates first took steps toward
becoming land dwelling creatures.
Associated Press — 1/7/10 0

15

Conventions
"I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee." Psalm 22:22

2010

information
contact:
Millie Andrus.
E-mail:
darcyandrus@comcast.net . For accommodations contact: Judy

April 10, 11 Richmond, Kentucky. Central Kentucky Bible
Students. Best Western Holiday Plaza, 100 Eastern Bypass,
Richmond, KY 40475. Phone: (859) 623-9200. Contact the
Coordinator: Jim Tevis, 5006 Northern Dancer Dr., Richmond, KY
40475. Phone: (859) 623-7132. E-mail: J.Tevis@yahoo.com

Garrison, 3626 Wiltsey St. SE, Salem, OR 97317. Phone: (503) 3781354. E-mail: judy481ew@comcast.net

April 17, 18 Worthington, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Theme: God's Character. New Location: Holiday Inn
Columbus Worthington, 7007 N. High St., Worthington, OH
43085. Six speakers. Make reservations through the Ecclesia.

July 3, 4 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of
New Brunswick Annual. Location: Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Madison, NJ 07940. Six Speakers. Contact the Secretary: Celeste
Ostry, 19 Park Ave., Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 4248372. E-mail: celeste.ostry@mac.com

-

Contact the Reservations Coordinator: Elneta MacAlister, P.O. Box
813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail elalister @ yahoo.com

May 1, 2 Brighton, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of Metro
Detroit Annual. Hartland Farms Intermediate School, 581 Taylor
Road, Brighton, MI 48114. Five Speakers. Contact: Bill Dutka.
Phone: (248) 347-4899. Cell: (248) 767-1508.
May 2 West Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. New Location: West Hartford Senior Center, 15 Starkel
Road, West Hartford, CT 06117. Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42
Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116
E-mail• djslivinsky @sbcglobal.net
May 29, 30 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students.
Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St., Seattle, WA
98188, (206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topical Study. Contact the
Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA
98012. Phone: (425) 742-4439. E-mail: palm2520@earthlink.net
June 5, 6 Waterbury, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students.
Saturday afternoon in Morris, CT. Sunday at the Litchfield
Firehouse Hall, Rt. 202, Litchfield, CT. Contact: H. Tsimonis,
Phone: (860) 567-0109. E-mail: Tsimonis@aol.com or Waterbury
Bible Students, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721-1494.
June 11 13 Houston, Texas. Houston Bible Students Sixth Annual.
5550 Aspen Street, Houston, TX 77081. Theme: The Importance of
Prayer. Matthew 26:41. "Watch an pray, that ye enter not into
temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." Four
speakers. Contact the Secretary: Sr. Elinor Nichols. Phone: (713)
665-1445. E-mail• SisterLNR@aol.com

July 24, 25 Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students Annual.
Eastland Suites, 1907 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802.
Contact the Secretary: Karen Wildblood. Phone: (217) 840-6174.
E-mail: kwildblood@illinoisalumni.org
July 31, August 1 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Winnipeg Bible
Students Annual. Northwood Community Center, 1415 Burrows
Ave., Winnipeg, Canada. Contact: Jean Hrechuk, 86 Maddin
Crescent, Winnipeg, MB R2P 0S7 Canada. Phone: (204) 6971665. E-mail: Hrechuk@gmail.com
August 27 29 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students.
Ramada Portland Airport, 6221 NE 82nd Ave., Portland, OR 97220.
Five speakers. Theme: Precious Promises. Accommodations
Coordinator: Margaret Ferlejewski at ferl@comcast.net
-

September 4, 5 Lisle, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students.
Hilton Hotel, 3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, IL. Five speakers.
Panel Discussion on Jer. 6:16. For accommodations and programs,
contact: Sr. Ruth Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL.
60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. E-mail: lenru@sbcglobal.net.
Discount room rates guaranteed until August 13.
September 18, 19 Columbus, Indiana. Columbus Indiana Bible
Students Fifth Annual Olde Time Harvest. Layered and outdoor
attire is most appropriate. Contact the Secretary: Genon Davis, 1080
N. Allison Dr., Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 372-7165 or
Esther Ledwinka E-mail• ledwinka@tls.net

-

June 12, 13 Columbus, Indiana. Hope/Muncie Bible Students.
Holiday Inn, 2480 W. Jonathan Moore Pike, Columbus, IN 47201.
Four Speakers. Phone: (812) 372-1541. For information contact:
Sandy Chastain. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail:
schastain@live.com
June 25 27 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE, Salem, OR 97302. For
-

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is that faithful and wise servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

September 25, 26 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students.
Upper Valley Joint Vocational School, 8811 Career Drive, Piqua,
OH 45356. Four Speakers. Contact the Secretary: Jim Watkins,
6760 Chambersburg Rd., Dayton, OH 45424. Phone: (937) 2332327. E-mail: jimwatkins@juno.com.
October 23, 24 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route
119, Connellsville, PA 15425. Four speakers. Theme: 2 Peter 3:11
"Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness,..."
Contact the Secretary: Jennifer Cramer, 240 Zitney Road,
Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone: (724) 529-2105; cell phone: (412)
443-2958. E-mail: brentandjenc@gmail.com
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom.
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 686
DAYTON, OHIO

MIAMI VALLEY BIBLE STUDENTS ECCLESIA
P. 0. BOX 41033 / CENTERVILLE, OHIO 45441-0033

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Statement of Purpose

In This Issue:

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible

A Pilgrim With Roots
"All Means All"
Celebrating 100 years
Public Meetings Concerning Israel

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) who elect elders from within and without to serve
as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible
Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as
revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's
writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the convention
page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings for
publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 2010

E-mail submissions: Biblenews @ bsnews.net
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17, Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

