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Encouraging the Brotherhood in Brazil
At the Newsletter's request, we here bring
you Sr. Marge Hagensick's reflections on an
opportunity she,
along with Br. Mike
Schilling, had in
Brazil to encourage
and uplift the dear
ones that are newly
consecrated and
newly interested in the
Sr. Marge
Truth. In the Lord's
providence, both have studied the
languages commonly spoken in Brazil.

Our flight left the Baltimore Airport on
Friday, October 30, after a series of weather
delays. When we landed in Rio de Janeiro
the next morning, we had to fill out a lost
baggage claim for Br. Mike's computer bag
that had not arrived. Providentially Br.

Bus following a horse cart

Greetings in the Lord
As 2009 fades into history, we look forward
to the New Year opening before us with its
privileges for the brethren to serve the
household of faith. During the past years we
have published articles submitted by
brethren who have been involved in
sending forth the light of Truth in countries
throughout the Earth and who have assisted
other brethren in the work of the Harvest.
This is further cause for praise and gratitude
to our God who is ever attending to our needs
and experiences in the narrow way.
It is our heartfelt prayer for all in the New
Year to be strong in the Lord for he reminds
us: "...In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world." John 16:33

Mike had hand carried the computer itself.
Meeting us at the airport was Br. Lucio
(Lucinaldo da Mata Bezerra) who had pa-
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neighbor and myself.

The next morning, Sunday, November 1,
Br. Mike gave a baptismal discourse to Br.
Lucio, his friend Conrad and me at the hotel.
We then took four buses and walked a considerable distance to a beautiful rapids. Further up the road was a small clear spot between rapids but where the water was still
swiftly flowing. Conrad knew of this site
where baptisms had been performed by the
church he attended. From the dirt road there
was an overgrown former roadway to the
river, now full of lovely flowers and leafy
plants. We made our way through it. Br.
Lucio, Br. Mike and Conrad went in their
swim and sport clothes for the immersion.

Br. Mike speaking at Br. Lucio's parents' home
tiently waited for us, not knowing the cause
of the delay. He is a kind, humble brother, 34
years old, zealous and deeply sincere.
We traveled together by bus to within a
few blocks of the hotel and then walked the
rest of the way and settled into our rooms. Br.
Lucio lives in a small house with his parents,
brother and sister-in-law and their 6-yearold son; so there is not room for guests. Later
in the afternoon we took a bus—the buses
are modern but the narrow streets, cars and
occasional horse carts complicate driving—
to near Br. Lucio's parents' house. At their
home Br. Mike gave an evening discourse in
Portuguese on "How to Study the Bible,"
which was favorably received. Those present
were Br. Lucio, his mother, sister-in-law
Lucileni, interested, niece Larissa, somewhat interested, nephew Luis, a friend
Paulo—an ex-Witness—quite interested, Br.
Lucio's friend Conrad, a somewhat elderly

Conrad, Br. Lucio and Br. Mike

Br. Mike baptizing Br. Lucio in the rapids with
Conrad assisting

Conrad helped Br. Mike immerse Br. Lucio
as the strong current made the task rather
difficult. Afterward I took pictures of the
beautiful flowers along the overgrown path
while waiting for the others to change into
dry clothes. By the time we got back to the
hotel it was too late for a study. We started
out Monday, November 2, with a morning
study of Volume Two, Chapter Six with Brs.
Lucio, Mike and myself. Conrad was unable
to join us because he had to work. After
lunch at a restaurant in Nova Iguacu, we
shopped for dictionaries, then went to an
Internet café to visit Br. Lucio' s friend Davi,
a sweet Pentecostal, who has received some
Portuguese booklets and particularly appreciates "Faith of our Fathers." However, as he
returned very late from work, then went to
See Brazil page 8
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps:" 1 Peter 2:21

■Br. Charles Yoe (c/o Washington House, 1500 S. Patriot Dr.,
Muncie, IN 47396) at age 92 has moved from
a senior apartment to assisted living. Unable to
drive, he no longer attends meetings with the
Muncie Ecclesia. Confused at times, he
recognizes the brethren's voices and is
encouraged by their fellowship. Cards of
encouragement should be written in large dark
letters as he has failing eyesight.
■Sr. Audrey Pascal (c/o Roy Pascal, PO Box 262, Climax, NC
27233) is in a nursing home and is experiencing various difficulties.
She needs to be prompted to eat and weighs less than 100 pounds.
Her memory is failing but she enjoys the Daily Heavenly Manna read
to her every day and the regular visits of her son Br. Roy.
■Sr. Barbara Fleming (201-7600 Francis Rd., Richmond, BC V6Y
1A2, Canada) has endured a number of physical difficulties which
have prevented regular attendance at meetings this past year. She
is unable to walk without pain due to a bad back and has had double
pneumonia a few times. Through this experience she has grown
stronger in her relationship to the Lord and has continued to study
and love the Harvest message. She knows if we are spiritually awake
and watching there is a purpose for every experience. She misses the
brethren in the Vancouver Ecclesia and is determined to attend as
soon as able. She needs the prayers and fellowship of the fellow
members of the body of Christ.
■Br. Leon Millin (16923 Labrador St., North Hills, CA 91343, email: Lebarb@verizon.net) drove himself to the doctor's office
November 10 while suffering with flu-like
symptoms, a fever of 103 degrees and a
painfully swollen leg. He was admitted to the
hospital for five days and treated for cellulitis.
Br. Leon writes: "Sr. Barbara and I want to
thank all the brethren for their lovely cards,
phone calls, and e-mails of love and prayers on
our behalf. Sr. Barbara is improving very
nicely from her pelvic fractures [reported in the Fall issue]. My leg
is still quite swollen and I need to keep it up as much as possible but
I feel I am slowly improving and, Lord willing, by the end of
December, I hope to be back to normal. I have been most thankful
for the time to be able to read in the Volumes and Reprints during
my recovery process. They have been uplifting in instruction,
encouragement and aid me in appreciating more the times and
seasons in which we live. I am mindful of Heb. 10:23, 'Let us hold
fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful
that promised); ' This is my heart's desire.'"
■Sr. Stepanida Ivanova (Shilyaeva, Yulia, Gorky St., Flat 26A/27,
Tulun-15, region, Irkutska, 665265 Russia, e-mail:
Julia_Tulun@mail333.com) has a special
sorrow in the loss of her daughter, having
previously lost a son. She has other living
children. Elderly, weak, ill and living alone,
she is unable to attend the meetings. The four
other sisters in the ecclesia who have the hope
of the high calling visit her when they can. This
remains her single consistent spiritual lifeline
of fellowship. Brethren from Moldova recently visited and said she
was in a state of disorientation. These sisters need your prayers as

they live in such a remote and impoverished part of the world.
■Sr. Peggy Snyder (11803 Windriver Circle, Houston, TX 77070,
e-mail: psnyder7@sbcglobal.net) had both knees replaced in two
separate surgeries August 11 and October 13.
The Lord directed her to a doctor who used a
minimally invasive procedure, enabling her
to drive a week after her first surgery. After the
second surgery, fluid accumulated on her knee
which subsided with anti-inflammatory
medication. Both legs are now the same length
and her hip and back pain are gone.
Anticipating the surgeries, Sr. Peggy retired and is now able to spend
more time studying and meditating on the Lord's word. The cards
and prayers already received are appreciated as a wonderful
encouragement through this experience.
• Br. Roy Pascal (PO Box 262, Climax, NC 27233) was
hospitalized four days in mid-October after a neighbor found him
outside weak, sick and in severe back pain. He had not eaten or slept
for three days because of the pain. In the emergency room he had a
106 degree fever. Tests revealed a kidney stone blocking the ureter
from the left kidney to the bladder. Doctors drained the kidney
externally and Br. Roy experienced immediate relief. Stents were
placed until the stone could be removed. Infection had spread to the
blood stream and doctors estimated he was a few days from death.
Br. Roy is learning patience through this trying ordeal and looking
to the Lord for additional lessons.
■Br. Guido and Sr. Sally Apicelli (27 Ledyard Avenue, Groton, CT
06340, e-mail: gapp@snet.net) are deeply saddened since their
grandson, Daryn, age 24, broke his neck and damaged his spine in
a swimming pool accident August 22. The accident left him
paralyzed from the chest down and unable to use his hands. Daryn
has been on life support with frequent bouts of pneumonia and
fevers. While mentally cognizant, his ability to communicate is
limited. A recent move to a rehabilitation facility gave them hope
for improvement. Severe migraines and bed sores are hindering
further treatment at this time but they hope to work through it. Br.
Guido, Sr. Sally and their family express heartfelt need and
appreciation for prayers and words of encouragement.
■Sr. Laurel Young (13 Snyder Ave., Monongahela, PA 15063, email: glyoungacts321@comcast.net) underwent successful
quadruple bypass surgery October 28 three
days after her home ecclesia, the Connellsville
Bible Students, had a themed convention on
faith. She had ample opportunity to exercise
her faith and have complete trust and peace in
the Lord's will. During the first few days of
recovery, the flesh started to panic when she
retained fluid around her heart and could not
breathe. The new creature knew it was a natural fleshly reaction and
not a reflection of her trust in the Lord. Four weeks later she was able
to once again attend Sunday meeting. For the first time in six years
she has been able to walk without chest pains. The e-mails, prayers,
phone calls and cards from around the world have been a joy and
comfort in the experience. The Connellsville Ecclesia supported Br.
George, her husband and Sr. Laurel spiritually throughout their
experience. Sr. Laurel and Br. George thank all for their brotherly
love.
See Afflicted page 6
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Entered Into Rest
"My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy word."

■Br. Frank Nemesh abruptly finished his earthly course November
11 at age 81 due to cardiac arrest caused by a ruptured aorta. His
parents Br. Mike and Sr. Anna
provided a consecrated home in
Pennsylvania where he learned the
Truth during his formative years. In
the Lord's providence he moved to
Detroit to be with his uncle and aunt
Br. Charlie and Sr. Irene Chupa.
Immersed in 1948 in Chicago he later
served many years as an elder of the
Detroit Bible Students Ecclesia. He
was tested in his commitment to
righteousness during the 1952
Korean War draft when his
application for conscientious
objector status was partly denied. He
was placed in the Army medical corps
in Kansas. There another CO who worked his first day at Br. Frank' s
desk, noticed Br. Frank's Volumes and Reprints. The CO turned out
to be Br. Bob Chastain. Together they attended Bible Students
meetings in Wichita and Topeka during their medical service. He
is survived by his wife of 53 years, Sr. Pat (2183 Babcock Dr., Troy,
MI 48084, e-mail: NemeshFP@aol.com); three children: Sr. Becky
Johnson, Sarah Weslosky and Br. Mark Nemesh, six grandchildren
and his sister, Sr. Ann Kuenzli. Brs. Walter Blicharz and Ernie
Kuenzli, a nephew, served his memorial remembrance to 130 in
attendance including brethren, neighbors, co-workers and friends.
At the request of the family, 95 Hope booklets were taken for
distribution, as Br. Frank would have wanted.
■Sr. Bertha Pockoski, age 94, of the Hartford Bible Students died
of pneumonia November 24 after spending the last five years in a
nursing home. She was introduced to
the Truth more than fifty years ago by
Br. John Watina, a local farmer, who
was with the North Brookfield
Ecclesia. Sr. Bertha generously
showed her love for the Lord in her
hospitality and the supporting of
witness activities, personal and
ecclesia sponsored. Her faith was
tested in the loss of two children Sr.
Eleanor Dupell, Ronald Allen and
her first husband Edward Allen. In
1983 she married Br. Edward
Pockoski who died in 1996. She is
survived by her children: Carole
Carmichael (61 Sagamore Rd., Worcester, MA 01609), Mary Warner
and Paul Allen and their families. Br. Dan Slivinsky conducted a
graveside service for the 50 who gathered December 5.
■Sr. Edith J. Yates died September 4 two weeks short of her 92
birthday. Sr. Edith attended the Phoenix Bible Students Ecclesia for
more than 50 years, though the loss of hearing and failing health
curtailed her attendance the last three. Reared in a Truth
environment in western Michigan, Sr. Edith rekindled her interest
in the Truth after her mother Sr. Ruth G. Smith relocated to Phoenix
following her husband's death. She is survived by her husband of
63 years, Vance (5419 E. Calle Tuberia, Phoenix, AZ 85018); three
children: Steve, Sally, and Jenny Yates; two grandchildren and one

Psalms 119:25

great-grandchild. Her daughter Jenny organized a "Celebration of
Life" September 18 with approximately one hundred in attendance.
Br. Richard Stewart conducted a memorial service October 11 for
about 20 brethren.
■Br. Edmond J. Demers, age 78, finished his journey in the narrow
way October 7 after suffering with cancer for more than nine years.
It spread to his brain and the rest of his
body, though the immediate cause of
death was renal cell carcinoma.
Isolated in northern Vermont, Br. Ted
and Sr. Harriet Dychton first
introduced him to the Truth in 1985.
Since then he was supported by
regular phone fellowship and weekly
phone conferencing with the Groton,
Connecticut Ecclesia studies. Br.
Edmond enjoyed watching
convention DVDs. He is survived by
his wife Jane (1282 Mountain Rd.,
Vergennes, VT 05491) of 42 years,
and children Joseph and Ellen Trono.
His wife arranged for her pastor to
conduct his memorial service October 18 with 80 in attendance.
■Br. Clenton Bryan, age 77, isolated in Alabama died
unexpectedly of a massive heart attack November 12. He was raised
by his grandparents, who were Bible Students. He supported
witnessing in his local area and even worked at the Dawn for a short
period of time. He is survived by his son David (1928 Canterbury Sq.,
Anniston, AL 36207), three grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren. As no Bible Students were available, his son David
conducted a graveside service November 24 for the ten assembled.
■Sr. Jenell Gaddy ended her three years of suffering with cancer
October 17 at the age of 82.
Originally from Oklahoma, she and
her husband Br. Lloyd moved to
Phoenix in 1946. There they studied
with a former Jehovah's Witness who
introduced them to Br. Emile
Herrscher and the Phoenix Bible
Students Ecclesia. She is survived by
her children: Brandly and Nelda
McDaniel (2252 W. Kiowa Circle
Mesa,
AZ
85202);
four
grandchildren and several greatgrandchildren, a brother and many
nieces and nephews. Br. Lloyd
preceded her in death in 2003. Br.
Kent Humphreys, with whom she had
a long association, gave her funeral discourse October 22 to
approximately 75 mourners.
■Br. Michael Dembowski Sr., age 93, quietly finished his earthly
life December 11. He was an elder in the Gary Area Bible Students
until about ten years ago when his health declined. As a youth his
parents hosted the Polish midweek meetings. He is survived by his
wife Betti, three children: Michael Jr., Charlene Clary and Suzanne
Burns; six grandchildren and several great-grandchildren. His first
wife Susie preceded him in death. Forty-five attended his funeral
See Entered Into Rest page 6
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Our Brethren Speak
"The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek;..." Isaiah 61:1

Testimonies at Columbus, IN September 19
Special Love from Clearwater Brethren
Sr. Debbie McClellan, Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia
"It is a joy to be here with you. I bring the special love of Br. Larry
[husband] to you. The brethren may know that we have moved to
Florida. I needed to come back to see my
parents and brother and to be here for this
convention. My dear husband made that
possible for me. All of this is from the Lord and
I appreciate it. As commissioned, I bring love
from the Clearwater brethren, including Br.
Harry and Sr. Mary Nugent and Sr. Ruth Rupp
who has become my special buddy... Love
from Br. Bob and Sr. Cheryl Goodman whom we met with in St.
Petersburg as well as Sr. Gracia Carmer and Sr. Hazel McClellan. The
Lord has been gracious, giving, loving, forgiving, foresighted and
all knowing in our lives. Br. Larry sent his testimony as a poem I will
read [Psalm 34] ..."
A DVD for Joan Peters—and Caroline Glick
Sr. Alys Schneider, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"I am thankful to be here... Sr. Joy Kandel and Br. Mark Kandel send
their special love. This week on Monday while Sr. Sue [Sury] was
cutting my hair, Sr. Karen Wildblood called to
say that some of the brethren from Mahomet,
Illinois were coming to hear Caroline Glick
[carolineglick.com] at the Lincolnwood
Jewish Congregation and she asked if any
Chicago brethren would be interested. I did
not make calls around to anyone—but did go.
A couple of years ago we sent an 'Israel
Appointment with Destiny' DVD to every Orthodox synagogue in
the United States and to part of Canada. This synagogue happened
to be one of them... When we walked in I saw a name tag for Joan Peters
who wrote From Time Immemorial which many brethren are familiar
with. I thought it would be great to give her a DVD but did not know
what she looked like. We listened to Caroline Glick. She is an
excellent speaker and is strongly pro Israel. Afterwards in the
question segment, one of the last persons to ask a question was Joan
Peters, sitting two rows in front of me. I had been praying all day to
be able to say something to somebody. When I found out she was
sitting right in front of me, I prayed really hard. I presented the DVD
and told her about the ad that was going to be in the paper and that
a lot of the information was from her book because we appreciated
her research. She took the DVD and was receptive. Sr. Karen
Wildblood appreciates Caroline Glick. There was a long line
waiting to speak to her. [As we reached the front] I pulled Sr. Karen
in front of her. She gave her a DVD and was able to talk to her. This
was a great blessing for us.
"The other blessing of the week was that I finished a book on the
Scottish Covenanters [17th century]. I believe these were saints.
They lived in Scotland during the 1600s and were persecuted
because they would not say, 'God save the king.' They were against
church and state. The only head of their church was Jesus. Many of
these Scottish Covenanters were taken as slaves to America where
they witnessed to many black people and introduced them to
Christianity. Their bravery and pureness of heart in persecution was
a great blessing for me to read about. As Br. Russell said in the Sixth
Volume, 'We are to court sacrifice.' (F127) They courted persecu-

tion for the Truth... It is a joy to be amongst the brethren. I am thankful
for the Lord's experiences for me."
Immersed Two Years Ago
Br. Paul Hummel, Detroit Metro (MI) Ecclesia
"I feel like I should testify because I was immersed at this convention
two years ago. It is good to be able to come back. The Lord has been
merciful with me. The more I continue on, I
realize that it will be a fight until the day I die.
There is a lot I need to work on. It is a blessing
to be here. I am thankful that I have been able
to be at a lot of conventions despite school and
work. I love you all in a special way even
though I might not show it sometimes. I bring
love from the Greater New London Ecclesia in
Connecticut. Most do not know him but Matthew Brunetti would
have liked to be here. He is a younger folk like me. I am praying for
all of you. Pray for me. I pray that we can get where we are supposed
to be going."
The LORD Took Us by the Hand
Br. Mark Moody, Louisville/New Albany Ecclesia
"...About 20 years ago when I first met the brethren I would not stand
up in front of four people much less 50. But you are not 50 people;
you are 50 friends. That makes a big difference.
About a year ago Sr. Martha [wife] and I noticed
that I was having some medical problems... I
was diagnosed with bladder cancer. They
removed my bladder and put me back together
again. It has been a year that I do not care to
repeat... The Lord took both of us by the hand
and led us down the hall and everywhere there
was a 'door' we went through. Perhaps the next time if there is a 'door'
to choose, we will know better which one to open with the Lord on
our side. It was obvious that he led us through this trial. It is
humbling to realize that as limited as the human mind is in its
understanding, the Creator of the Universe has said, 'I can help you
make your calling and election sure if you will let me.' I raise my
voice in thanks and praise to him and to you for the cards, letters and
encouragement. It was amazing how many scriptures came in the
mail on the same day that we needed that Scripture. Thank you for
your prayers and I pray for you."
Powerful Lessons at 'Hero Camp'
Sr. Sarah Leslie, Bible Students Congregation of Columbus (OH)
Ecclesia
"I wanted to share blessings from the summer. The children and
I went to the East Coast Camp, 'Hero Camp' where they studied
Daniel... The subheadings were 'Kneel in
Prayer; Stand in Faith and Speak the Truth.'
That was a powerful lesson for the children and
for me. Sometimes we do not know why topics
are chosen but when we come away after a week
of intense study, we have enough courage to go
back into our personal situations and deal with
them... I appreciated the encouragement to
focus on the Lord, put my faith in the right place and take the proper
steps. The kids and I have been talking to dad [Br. Aaron] about 'Hero
Camp.' When they have any trouble at school we remind them of
the camp. It was exciting to dig deeper..."

Witnessing at a Coffee Shop
Br. David Hess, Pleasant Hill, OH
"I am thankful for the Truth that we have and to know that in God's
appointed time he is going to bring blessings to all mankind. We
live in a country setting on a farm where it is
quiet and peaceful most of the time... In
witnessing I recently had the opportunity to
give someone a correspondence course. I do
not have opportunities to be around the public
much, working on the farm, unless I go to the
coffee shop where I sometimes do my studying
and try to work myself into a conversation. A
waitress who just started working there saw me studying and out of
the 'clear blue' she asked me for a correspondence program. I
contacted Br. Ric Cunningham and he sent the one that I gave to her.
She is already through the first chapter. We will see what comes of
that. The Lord kind of threw this one in my lap. In spite of other efforts
I have made, I have never brought anyone into the Truth. Hopefully
I have left my mark for the Lord with them. We give thanks to our
heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus Christ for his wonderful plan."
Testimonies at Connellsville PA October 25
Witness at Motel
Sr. Fran Young, Muncie (IN) Ecclesia
"I thank the ecclesia for putting on this convention and for all the
love and fellowship... I bring the love of the Muncie Area Bible
Students—Br. Dennis Stansberry, Sr. Rebecca
Williams, Sr. Melody Brantman and Br.
Charles Yoe an elderly brother. I had an
opportunity to witness yesterday morning at
the motel. The young woman who cleared the
tables asked me what church we were. She
seemed interested in what I said. I tried my best
to do a Reader'sDigest version.' I was pleased
to have this opportunity because I do not get them often. I thank my
heavenly Father for all the blessings in my life...God bless you all."
"Lord, Increase Our Faith"
Br. Roman Kuzma, Berean Bible Students of Michigan
"I express my love for the opportunity of being here as provided by
the Lord and thank the local brethren for their efforts... I feel that
we each came with a small cruse of water [truth]
combined it together and now we are all going
back with a double measure. In keeping with
the subject of faith... I want to take you back
to the Great Depression when I was four or five.
The first time I heard the word faith was when
things were tough and we were put out of our
home. Our furniture and belongings were
thrown out of the windows and we were out on the street—my dad,
mother and six children. I asked my dad what we should do now. He
said, 'I have faith that everything will be fine.' I said, 'Okay' —and
it was fine. I looked up the word faith and asked my mother why dad
had said that. She explained it to me and began to read to me.
"...Yesterday I was jotting down notes in the lobby after lunch
when a young man—tall and straight like an arrow—approached me
and asked, 'Will you tell me what is going on here?'... I explained
to him that we were having a study on Faith. We talked awhile and
... I began to witness to him. He showed great interest and said, 'I
have been a state trooper here for 20 years and I also teach criminal
law at the university.' He then said, 'What you say could be of use
to me.' I asked him to join us. He said he could not because he had
to do his paperwork and added that he was not dressed properly. I
asked him if he had lunch yet and he said, 'No.' I offered to take him
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to lunch and then he could join us. Then I said, 'I have a better idea.
Give me your name and address and I will send you a DVD of this
convention.' He said, 'You would?' I said, 'Certainly.' So, I have
his card and I intend to do that.
"...Look at the [theme text] banner. 'Lord, Increase Our Faith.'
(Luke 17:5) It might surprise the brethren to realize that there was
a 'lottery' here. When I came Friday, I asked about getting the banner
and found out that it depends on who wins it. Well, the lottery was
just me and I am the winner. So that sign is going to be in my garage
on a three by eight foot piece of plywood. My ceiling in the garage
is about nine and a half feet high and it is going to be the prominent
thing... As I come and leave, I will always be reminded of this
convention. If you choose to see this banner again you will have to
visit my home. I have enjoyed the fellowship and asked the Lord's
continued blessing."
Guided by Faith to a Safe Harbor
Br. Jonathan Gray, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia
"I bring the love and greetings of my wife Sr. Becky...and thank the
brethren for the topic of Faith. It has been good delving into the
subject and looking at it from different angles.
I am also thankful for the local brethren having
the children's Bible classes so that I could be
in some of the sessions...
It is interesting that Br. Roman mentioned
the sign [theme text banner]. When I came in,
I was struck with that image because in September I visited that lighthouse. It is the
Portland Head Lighthouse in Portland, Maine where I had an
interesting experience. If you stand by the little building in front of
that lighthouse and look down you will see painted on the rocks,
`Christmas Eve 1886, The Annie C. Maguire was shipwrecked here.'
Everybody on the ship was rescued by the people living in that
house. By New Year's Day, the ship had been smashed apart. I was
thinking about the lessons in that. Lighthouses are like our faith—
as we are guided to a safe harbor or guided away from difficult and
rocky experiences. Even if we do crash our ship upon the rocks, there
are other ways to be saved. That was the lesson for me."
Sharing the Truth - Part Two
Sr. Cathy Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia
"Because of Br. Roman's testimony, I thought I would testify. I told
Br. David [husband] that the man [state trooper] must have been the
same person I had talked to. After lunch I went
to use the downstairs restroom but there was a
long line...So I walked upstairs and this man
said, 'Can I help you?' I said, 'Oh, the restroom
downstairs was crowded.' We walked a little
and he said, 'I understand you people are
having a wonderful program downstairs.' I
spent the next fifteen minutes witnessing with
him. It is nice to have that connection. Because of Br. Roman, this
person ended up with a positive frame of mind. I was able to share
in his struggles... I thought everyone would appreciate that there
were two parts to the story ...Our special thoughts and prayers are for
all our dear ones who are about to go through certain trials and
difficulties and the same to those who are going through them now."
Paul's "Faith" and James' "Works"
Sr. Deone Bergman, Puget Sound (WA) Bible
Students
"It is a privilege to be here and to put faces with
names I have heard from various discourses. It
is a blessing to fellowship more with some who
have come out our way to Washington State. I
See Brethren page 6
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appreciate the subject 'Lord, Increase Our Faith.' There were points
made that I had not understood before—especially the seeming
conflict between the Apostles Paul and James. I comprehend this
better and all to the praise of our heavenly Father because he is the
one that gives us the wisdom and understanding. It has been an
answer to prayer. It has been a privilege to travel here with Sr. Debbie
DeKruyf from our ecclesia and fellowship with her about lessons
from the convention. Please pray for me that my faith increases."
Testimonies at New Haven, CT November 1
An Extra Second from the Lord
Br. Ric Suraci Jr., New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"I would not normally testify at our own convention but I had an
experience this morning for which I give thanks Because of the hour
time change, it was easier to get up for the radio
program [Christian Questions] than is usual, —
4:30 a.m. instead of 3:30 a.m. A real treat. So,
because I woke up quickly I was running early.
I was driving down 1-95 about one third of the
way into my trip. Ahead of me down a hill it
looked like there were two lights in the road. As
I came closer, I saw a car stopped dead in the
middle of the highway facing the wrong way. I slowed down to 3540 m.p.h. and went around to the right side. Looking into my
rearview mirror I saw another car coming and he did not see the
stopped car. As I watched, he swerved to avoid it, just in the nick
of time, but lost control of his car. The next thing I knew his car was
skidding uncontrollably next to me. I looked out my driver's side
window and watched his car going sideways and backwards. I
thought it was going to hit me. This all took maybe three seconds.
A thought came to me from a news program I had seen many years
ago about cars that drive on racetracks. When there is an accident,
the drivers are instructed to pick a lane and drive straight through
it. In that small amount of time, I thought, 'Do not panic. Drive
straight through it.' I kept going straight and watched out of my
window. I could almost touch that car. I watched as it smashed into
the median head on. I pulled over and called 911 and went to see
if the driver was okay and waited for the police and firemen to arrive.
Afflicted From page 2

■ Sr. Edna Badger (916 415th Ave., Malcom, IA 50157) had reason

for concern when she developed a growing tumor on her neck. The
local doctor diagnosed it as cancer but delayed any surgery or
treatment. In the meantime her daughter, a nurse, arranged for her
to go to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, for tests and
obvious surgery. Her growth was removed December 7 and tests
confirmed it was not cancerous. In the Lord's providence this
experience and her deteriorating health prompted her and her
husband to move from their farmhouse closer to their children where
she can get the assistance she needs. Sr. Edna' s strong faith has
developed since childhood when she learned the Truth from her
mother Sr. Lodi Valtesberger.

■ Br. Mike Patrick (216 Detroit St., Bellefontaine, OH 43311) is
grieving the death of his 54-year-old wife
Vanora on October 22. The last five years have
been consumed with her care as she suffered
with lupus followed by kidney failure. Br.
Mike thanks all the brethren for the many cards
and prayers he has already received after the
announcement over e-mail. He asks a
continued interest in your prayers as he adjusts
to a new phase of his life]]

It was a hair-raising experience, brethren. When I replay it in my
mind I know that if I had been less than a second behind where I was,
he would have rear-ended me because there was only one lane to get
through. I kept thinking, 'I am early this morning.' I was shaken by
the experience...As I returned to my car I thought, 'How gracious
the Lord is and how he can protect us until what it is we are supposed
to do is done.' That means not only the works that are given to us—
but our [character] development. The Lord protects us in ways we
do not see or understand. Less than a second would have made a
difference. Incidentally, the topic for the program was 'Is Death
Real?' The Lord saw fit to say that I was not far enough along for that
yet. He gave me the extra second so that I can continue to do what
it is that he has for me to do. I need an interest in your prayers. I cannot
get the vision out of my mind of this car going all over the place while
looking out my window and how the Lord maintained his life, the
life of the person in the other car and my own. It is with great
thankfulness that I give this testimony."
What a Wonderful Example
Sr. Robyn Armstrong, Greater New London (CT) Ecclesia
"I bring the love of Br. David and Sr. Cathy
Stein... They are usually at this convention.
Instead of taking their vacation right after this
convention, they took it about a month ago
when Br. David found out he was laid off. What
a wonderful example of true faith. They are not
upset or worried about it. They have full trust
in the Lord. It was a wonderful example to see.
I also bring the love of Sr. Emelia Boahema
from Ghana. Through the wonders of technology and Facebook, I
had a chat with her in real-time on-line..."
With Us in Spirit
Sr. Lillian Kasperowicz, New York Bible
Students
"I am thankful to be here and for Br. and Sr.
Fernets, who we were able to come with. Br.
and Sr. Purwin wanted their love sent to the
brethren and also Sr. Chi Darmstadt. They are
with us in spirit. May the Lord bless you all."❑
Entered into Rest From page 3

service December 14 conducted by Br. Tom Trzeciak. The family
expressed appreciation and agreement with the message.

■ Sr. Gertrude Kirkham completed her earthly walk November 17,
three months after her 100 birthday. She was confined to a
wheelchair for the last two years. Her association with the Truth
began in her childhood when her mother Sr. Emma Komen grieved
the death of her three unbaptized children. Burdened with the
thought that they were suffering in hellfire she readily accepted the
Truth of the resurrection of the dead. Sr. Gertrude and two of her
sisters accepted the Truth and continued in the hope of the Kingdom.
She is survived by her sons Br. Lawrence (9327 23rd NW, Seattle,
WA 98117, e-mail: lawkirkham @comcast.net ), John R., six
grandchildren, several great-grandchildren and three great-great
grandchildren and her 99-year-old sister, Sr. Anice Carlson. The
family is planning a private service.D
`"...an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly;" there
will be a glorious welcome, a joyous greeting and a coronation
jubilee among all the heavenly hosts when the laurels of victory are
placed upon the heads of all the overcoming soldiers of the cross, the
heroes who nobly fought the good fight of faith..."' R2154
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Bulgarian Bible Students - A Brief History
We submit this history of the LORD' s work in
the Bulgarian language to our readers in
the hope it will energize all to the ever
increasing need to stand fast.

"My name is Teodora Milkin and I am
originally from Bulgaria, but emigrated to
Canada some years ago. While in Canada,
I came to know of and study with the
Bible Students. Last summer my family
and I made a visit back to Bulgaria. I
wondered if there were any Bible Students in Bulgaria. The brethren helped
me make contact with Br. Vasil Vasilevthe only remaining Bible Student in Bulgaria. Br. Vasil is fully consecrated to
God's service and even with persecution
from the Communist regime, he was able
to translate all six Volumes and many
other books into the Bulgarian language.
During my visit with him, I enjoyed one
of the greatest experiences of my life—a
unique look at the Bulgarian Bible Students' history.
"The history of the Bulgarian Bible Students' movement started with Br. George
Vasilev, the father of Br. Vasil.
He was a Bulgarian living in
Odrin and, because of this, he
was fluent in
three languages:
Bulgarian,
Greek and Turkish. He was born
Br. George taken from a
travel document photo that in 1885 and
grew up in a
was a gift to Sr. Teodora
strong religious
from Br. Vasil
family. Looking to serve God, he became a monk in a
Greek Orthodox monastery in Odrin. He left
shortly after arriving because of his disillusionment when asked by the head pastor to
assist in the hiding of weapons at the monastery in preparation for the first Balkan War.
He then decided to go to Jerusalem with the
hope of finding true Bible followers there.
He was again disappointed by the low moral
practices and left Jerusalem as well.
In 1914, just before the beginning of
World War I, Br. George succeeded in reaching the United States. He arrived in New
York City, but could not locate any Bulgarians. Knowing the Greek language, he joined
the Greek community, which helped him
open a shoemaker's shop. Some of these
Greek individuals were Bible Students and
introduced him to the Truth and provided
him with Greek Bible Students' literature.
Br. George was so satisfied that he had finally discovered the precious stone—the
pure Truth that he had been pursuing all his

life. Br. Vasil remembers how his father
knew all of the Bible by heart and the location of all the verses. In New York, Br.
George attended some of Br. Russell's meetings. Later he moved to Connecticut.
"In 1923 after nine years in the United

Sr. Teodora Milkin and Br. Vasil Vasilev

States, he decided to return to Europe and
start a family The violent Greek-Turkish
War (1919-1922) had driven most of the
Bulgarians from Odrin. Br. George's family
had moved to Plovdiv, in southern Bulgaria,
and Br. George returned and settled there as
well. He had the zeal to share the Bible
treasure he had found with other Bulgarians.
He organized weekly Sunday Bible meetings in his home. Having completed just
four classes in school due to meningitis, Br.
George was not highly educated. He designed his discourses exclusively from Bible
verses, one after another, relating to a chosen
subject. His talks were totally Bible verses.
"At the meetings in Br. George's home
sometimes Adventists would come. Once
they asked him to go to their church. Br.
George went and carefully listened to their
Pastor preach. At the end he asked the Pastor
to open the Bible to some verses and read
them. The Pastor made an angry face, then
Br. George asked him to read other verses.
After the reading, the Pastor was not happy
to see that the verses actually contradicted
his preaching and the Adventists' statements.
Br. George simply left and the Pastor was left
stunned.
"Br. George opened a small café in downtown Plovdiv and paid a high price to a
Russian artist to make paintings on the walls
depicting Revelation. When visitors asked
him about the paintings, he used the opportunity to preach the word of God to them. All
his life, even his business was dedicated to
God's service.
When the Communists took power in
Bulgaria in 1944, the brethren had to be
more careful and the meetings were discontinued but Br. George started to visit the
brethren in their homes with a hidden Bible
to avoid drawing the attention of the au-

thorities. At this time, Br. Vasil, the eldest
son of the family (born in 1929) did not have
an interest in the Bible. At the age of 25, he
started to pay attention to his father's words
and became a Bible Student. With the foundation of Greek and Latin languages which
Br. Vasil possessed upon his graduation
from the College of Classic Languages,
he was able to examine the Bible fully.
"As time passed, Br. George became
aware of the split between the Bible Students and the new movement of the
Jehovah's Witnesses. He did not share
this fact with Br. Vasil. At that time, the
Witnesses took under their control the
few Bible Students in Bulgaria and sent
them their editions of the Watchtower.
These editions were received in the home
of Br. George as well. In the early 1950s
the Communist regime was not as strict
and correspondence with American brethren was still possible. Russian Witnesses in
the US sent Br. Vasil five of J. F. Rutherford' s
volumes in the Russian language. Br. Vasil
read them and translated them into Bulgarian. Suddenly one day a Ukrainian brother
sent to Br. Vasil "The Tabernacle Shadows
of Better Sacrifices." It opened Br. Vasil's
eyes and he saw how the Witnesses had
strayed from the Truth and changed their
beliefs from that of the Bible Students. He
started to look desperately for Br. Russell's
six Volumes. From his father he inherited in
English the Reprints and a Strong's Concordance. Finally, he got in touch with Marin
Spaev ( now adopted by the Witnesses as one
of their founders in Bulgaria), a former immigrant worker in the Ford factories, who had
Br. Russell's six Volumes in English. Like
Br. George, Br. Main was under the organizational leadership of the Witnesses, but
they both agreed that they had first learned
the Truth from Br. Russell. Thus, in his old
age, Br. Main met Br. Vasil, and with tears,
was happy to pass on the precious books.
"After a study of the English language,
Br. Vasil bought a typewriter and started the
translation work of the six Volumes. Time
was coming when the Communist regime
would enforce its restrictions and there would
be Communist agents watching all areas of
daily life. Due to the noise coming from his
typewriter, one day armed agents invaded
Br. Vasil's home and discovered his literature. He was able to hide the Volumes but the
Strong's Concordance and the Reprints were
destroyed. On February 2, 1960, Br. Vasil
was relocated to the small town of Obrochiste,
in the Dobrich province of northern Bulgaria and put under strict observation. The
persecution did not stop Br. Vasil's intention to serve our Lord. He designed BulgarSee Bulgaria page 10
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the Lord's arrangements for the future.
considerable trouble to make preparations
It was a wonderful experience to spend
in the house, we did not get much time for time with him The next time Br. Mike visits,
substantive Scripture discussions. Br. Lu- Luciano hopes to get his interested friends
cio made arrange- together for a study. He deeply loves the
ments to visit him Truth and is thrilled with the message of the
again on Saturday.
First Volume. He is struggling a little with
Tuesday, Novem- a few of the Second Volume concepts but
ber 3, was a wonderful continues studying in an effort to learn them.
day. By taking two He has read The Tabernacle Shadows of
buses and a metra-train Better Sacrifices from the Portuguese transto Nova Friburgo we lation and deeply appreciates it. Br. Bertoldo
Luciano
were able to visit with Fonsaca, who has since finished his earthly
Luciano Rangel, a third generation pilgrimage, and his son Br. Eliseu Fonsaca
Jehovah's Witness. He had found the Portu- had translated Volumes One and Two and
guese First Volume on a web page and sent The Tabernacle Shadows of Better Sacrifor it. He loved it, sent for the Second fices as well as The Great Pyramid chapter of
Volume and The Tabernacle Shadows of Volume Three into Portuguese. Luciano
Better Sacrifices and five more First Vol- would like all of Br. Russell's writings in
umes. Br. Lucio mailed them to him and Portuguese or Spanish—preferably Portuentered into electronic correspondence with guese. Br. Mike is translating the Sixth
him. Luciano was delighted to have the Volume into Spanish and has several chapwritings of the Society's 'founder' and hap- ters completed. He brought them along in
pily passed out the extra First Volumes to computer printout form and is sending them
some of his young friends who gladly re- to him in electronic form. Br. Lucio plans to
ceived them. When the leadership learned translate them into Portuguese.
of it, they were not happy. They had long
Br. Mike hopes to compile The Great
claimed that the Bible Students no longer Pyramid chapter of Volume Three into a
existed but now these nonexistent ones had booklet before the rest of the volume is
translated some of Br. Russell's writings into translated, as that will take a while.
Portuguese and published them. FurtherOn November 4, we went to downtown
more, the Pastor's teachings are contrary to Duque de Caxias and visited the Fisk School
their own so they forbade their congregation of higher learning. Br. Lucio decided to
to read them. Some
in the congregation wondered why
they should not
read the writings
of their 'founder.'
What are they not
supposed to
know? Luciano
submitted his resignation from the
Witnesses to the
congregation
along with his reasons. He sent for
more Portuguese
First Volumes,
which he distribBr. Mike and Sr. Marge and a Spanish Class
uted to others who
wanted them. Presently there are several ex- attend there for an intensive English lanWitnesses from that congregation. Luciano' s guage course-5 days a week. He is serious
mother hopes he will come back to the Wit- about the Truth and his privilege of translatnesses but his father will barely speak to him. ing into Portuguese directly from English—
Luciano has a new job and has moved from eliminating the need to go through Spanish.
his parents' house to an apartment closer to That evening we had a second study, conhis work. When he moved, he left some of Br. tinuing in Volume Two, Chapter Six on the
Russell's books in Portuguese along with a Jubilees and Times of Restitution.
Spanish translation of "For This Cause" DVD
Thursday, November 5, we went to the
at his parents' home. When he has gone back school in Belford Roxo that Br. Lucio had
to see his parents, he noticed that these items attended and visited three Spanish classes,
had been moved, so they are hopefully being starting with the one taught by his former
read and the DVD, watched. We wait to see Spanish teacher Maria Jose. Two years ago

she permitted Br. Mike to give a talk on the
Chart of the Ages to her more advanced
students and had been pleased. Last year she
was not there but he was still able to show the
Spanish "For
This Cause"
DVD to another Spanish
class. This
time when we
got to the
school she was
teaching beginning students. So, Br.
Mike spoke to
the children a
Sr. Marge and Maria Jose
little in Spanish and concluded in Portuguese. They were greatly
enthusiastic and we interacted with them,
which pleased the teacher. Belford Roxo is
a poor area that tourists rarely visit. To have
visitors from the United States is special for
them. The positive aspect of this is that the
thieves and other predators generally concentrate in tourist areas, leaving Belford
Roxo and other places safer. After the
classes ended two of the Spanish teachers
gave us water, which is so necessary in the
Rio de Janeiro area as it is very hot, especially this year. In their kitchenette area we
had a chance for serious conversation. The
teachers seemed
appreciative and I
believe Maria Jose
will be happy to
have Br. Mike
speak to her students again; probably the others will
also. Both teachers
graciously accepted Spanish
translations of
"God's Plan for
Man" tracts.
Later we
stopped by a store
in the shopping
area to visit with
Br. Lucio's friend
Yolanda. She was friendly and some of her
friends and relatives stopped by to meet us.
We did not get into a deep discussion with
her but she seemed amenable to what was
said. Afterward the three of us returned to the
hotel and continued our study of Volume
Two, Chapter Six.
The next day we shopped in Rio de Janeiro for books that would be helpful in Br.
Lucio's studies of English. We found an
English dictionary, Strong's Bible Concordance, Bible dictionary and an Atlas. Then
See Brazil page 10
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Traversing Israel
The Newsletter gratefully presents a view of
Israel through the consecrated eyes of Sr.
Lisa Dragos. May the brethren keep in their
hearts and minds the promises to natural
Israel as we labor for the time when all men
will find peace in the Lord.

Gaza, then returned to Nitzanim and camped
for the night on the beach not far from an
army post. In the evening a breeze picked up
and we had to bank the tent with sand because the tent stakes would not hold. That
night while Br. Ghita and Sarah slept, I heard
gunfire and cannon blasts and thought that
sleeping next to an army post was actually a
good idea. In the morning there were no
signs of any conflict so we figured the army
had practice exercises during the night.
After breaking camp, we headed for
Sderot, a town on the Gaza border that has
been repeatedly shelled by terrorist groups
within Gaza. The news media had given us
the impression it was a small village but it is
actually a large modern town. We noted the
bus stop shelters with eighteen-inch concrete walls, which double as bomb shelters.
Once the rocket warning sounds, a person
Sr. Lisa, Sarah and Br. Ghita
has only thirty seconds to get to shelter. We
On August 31, Br. Ghita, our daughter shopped in the outdoor market for fruit and
Sarah and I had the privilege of traveling to saw that life goes on as usual even in dangerIsrael. The main objectives of our trip were ous places. There were no rockets that day.
to visit two sisters living there and to learn
From Sderot we headed across desert counabout and film the country and its people for try to En Gedi, stopping first at Tel Arad.
the brethren back home in Romania who will This is where Br. Jack Campbell died while
never have the opportunity. Our plan was to doing restoration work on an archeological
camp in a tent and cook our meals.
site. Br. Jack and his wife Sr. Connie lived in
After arriving in Tel Aviv, we learned that Israel for many years. (Sr. Connie now reone piece of our luggage had been lost by the sides at the Bible Students Retirement Cenairlines. Thankfully it was not the one con- ter in Oregon.) The desert seemed bleak at
taining our tent and sleeping bags. We se- first with temperatures around 110 degrees
cured our rental car and drove to our first stop and a breeze that at times felt as though we
at Nitzanim, a small community between had opened an oven door. Our rental car was
Ashkelon and Ashdod. Nitzanim is where the only refuge for air-conditioning but we
many Jewish evacuees from Gaza were sent soon got accustomed to both the dry rocky
after the disengagement. Many still live in ground and the heat. We drove past Arab and
container type housing. The contrast be- Bedouin villages and farms, some with camtween their beautiful, spacious former homes els grazing on dried fodder, and arrived at En
and their current shipping container dwell- Gedi where we found a fully equipped free
camp site right on the Dead Sea.
When we began to put up our
tent the wind rose and we found
the ground so hard we could
not drive the stakes in. Br.
Ghita located big rocks to anchor the tent. There were a few
other campers. At night the
ground radiated heat from the
day so that we only needed a
sheet as cover.
The night passed peacefully
and the morning sunrise was
magnificent. We noted ground
level pipes around the trees for
drip irrigation which was turned
on at night. Everywhere there
Sr. Lisa and Br. Ghita at the ruins in Ashkelon
were cats that looked well cared
for. When we inquired, we were
told that the parks keep cats to eat snakes and
ings was shocking.
We continued on a few kilometers to visit scorpions. We found cats in every place we
the archeological ruins in Ashkelon, close to camped and never saw a snake or scorpion,

nor did we have trouble with mosquitoes.
We went for a float in the Dead Sea and
later in the morning walked to the National
Park of En Gedi right across the road from our
campground. Somewhere close by David
had hidden from King Saul. A two-hour hike
up the mountain brought us to a beautiful
spring and waterfall. At the foot of the mountain there are archeological ruins of a Jewish
community from around 200-300 A.D. The
original mosaic floor was discovered in 1965
when a farmer started to plow the site for an
orchard.
Back at the camp site, at nightfall a car
with four men stopped outside the camp
perimeter and two men got out and walked
through the campground, scrutinizing those
who were camped. They returned to their car

Camp at En Gedi
and drove into the campground and parked
next to us. We went to bed but they had a
rather loud discussion and stayed up late.
This was during Ramadan so if they were
Muslim they could now eat or celebrate
since it was after sundown. They left an hour
before sunrise.
In the morning we met a middle-aged
Jewish immigrant from Lithuania. When I
asked him if he had been nervous about the
men, his answer was, 'No, I carry a tazer and
Muslims of this type are usually loud but
harmless.' He went on to explain what was
more difficult for him. He said that when he
was growing up in Lithuania and started
school, his schoolmates taunted him by calling him a 'bloody Jew' or a 'Christ killer.' He
asked his grandfather who Christ was. He
had never heard of Christ and could not
understand how he was responsible for his
death. His eyes filled with tears when he told
us the discrimination continued when he
immigrated to Israel, but this time it came
from Jews who told him he was not a Jew
because he did not keep the Sabbath correctly or eat kosher. He told us that he comes
all the way from Tel Aviv to the Dead Sea
whenever he can, just to get away from
everything and be alone. Here he can pray
See Israel page 12
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Serving Our Brethren
"Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another; " Romans 12:10

Book of Remembrance

Faith's Foundations
Reprinted

BSRC Units Available
Living units now available:
Fully furnished upstairs studio:
Rent: $495/mo.
Two bed - Two bath - garage
1376 square feet
Rent: $806/mo.
For more information contact Shirley Evans
at Shirley @bickelstudio.com or Phone:
(360) 750-7366.

The booklet of Thursday Manna texts and
comments entitled "A Book of
Remembrance" is being offered again this
year to those who, having a Daily Heavenly
Manna publication, wish to follow Br.
Russell's suggestion of using the Thursday
Manna text as a guide for noting
experiences. The booklet comes in two
formats: a pocket version with small print (31/2 x 5-1/2), and a larger size and print (51/4 x 8 1/2). The booklets are free and only
available in English. Please state the format
and quantity desired. Contact: Ed and Gail
Grabner, 22 Ashley Lane, Champaign IL
61820, or e-mail: ed@grabner.us 0

The Portland Area Bible Students have
reprinted Faith's Foundations by John
Morton and Minna Edgar. This edition has
reset type, an additional chapter, an
expanded index and some new features. If
you have an earlier copy, perhaps the 1976
or 1989 printing, you will find this a new,
clear and fresh presentation of treatises first
published nearly one hundred years ago.
Cost including shipping in the United
States is $7.00 each. Orders can be mailed,
with payment, directly to the Portland Area
Bible Students, PO Box 23232, Tigard, OR
97281-3232.

Bulgaria From page 7
ian letter patterns from cardboard and proceeded to work, avoiding making noise and
at the same time producing letters of equally
readable size.
"After the Communist regime collapsed
in 1989-1990, Br. Vasil connected again
with the brethren from the United States and
regularly received The Herald and other
English books. Already in his old age, Br.
Vasil retyped the translated Volumes and

started to work with the Ukrainian brothers
from Winnipeg, Canada, who helped get the
Divine Plan of the Ages printed into the
Bulgarian language. Due to Br. Vasil' s health
problems, the work stopped at this point.
"Now that the connection with Br. Vasil
is restored, we have the opportunity to continue printing the rest of the Volumes and
other works into the Bulgarian language
which Br. Vasil had carefully translated for
us.

Since writing this article, Br. Vasil Vasilev
finished his earthly course at the age of 80,
on November 26. Providentially, prior to his
death, the Lord arranged that he met Sr.
Teodora Milkin to pass on to her his
translation work. As none of his family is
consecrated, his work could have been
disposed of upon his death. Sr. Teodora is
checking the translation and typing it into
an electronic format to be posted on the
Chicago Bible Students web site. ❑

Brazil From page 8
we returned for a concluding study of Volume Two, Chapter Six.
Saturday morning we went by bus and
foot to meet a friend of Br. Lucio' s named
Davi for lunch. Davi had not started lunch
when we arrived but with the help of his
fiancé Flavia, Br. Lucio—who peeled potatoes—and his brother and sister, a few hours
later it was served. It was tasty but by the time
we finished it was too late to visit Br. Lucio' s
family again, even though they were not far
away. We were disappointed that there was
little time for discussion of Scriptures. Davi
is a gentle, intelligent and sincere Pentecostal who is quite open to discussions and
enjoys the booklets he has received. I had
the opportunity to speak briefly with Flavia
and found her open to discussion. Davi is
trying to make wise decisions, delaying their
marriage for two years until he finishes his
education so he can support her responsibly.
After our combo lunch/dinner, which was
served in the late afternoon, we returned
directly to the hotel to wash up. This is
necessary as the weather was hot and humid—the Brazilians are concerned that if it
is this hot in their spring, their summer may
be difficult as most do not have air condi-

tioning. We finished packing and took our
luggage downstairs to the waiting taxi. Br.
Mike uses the same taxi driver each year for
the trip to the airport to facilitate a timely
arrival. While waiting at the airport, Br.
Lucio got a phone
call from Davi.
The two of them
talked a while,
then he asked to
speak to Br. Mike
and me. In our
conversation I
r
411■..
had the opportuDavi and Flavia
nity to mention
the Portuguese
First Volume, which he could get from Br.
Lucio and he sounded eager to get it. That
one phone call made the two previous visits
worthwhile.
The plane ride went well as it was not as
cold as it had been on the way to Brazil, even
though it was colder outside the plane (minus 45 degrees Fahrenheit on the way to
Brazil and minus 59 degrees on the return
trip). We arrived in Maryland on Sunday,
November 9. The Washington, DC Ecclesia
kindly delayed their meeting at Br. Jeff and

Sr. Margaret Earl's for our arrival. After the
Romans 8 study in the afternoon, Br. Mike
gave a trip report— illustrated with pictures
taken during the trip. We enjoyed sweet
fellowship with the brethren. How blessed
we are in this part of the world to be able to
meet with many precious brethren.
In summary, the blessing most outstanding in my mind was the opportunity to further encourage Br. Lucio, who is trying to do
all he can to serve the Lord, while having no
other Bible Students with whom to enjoy
meetings or to encourage him in his study of
English. We are glad that he plans to get
Internet access in his home, which will make
it possible for him to speak with Br. Mike on
Skype, practice his English and assist Br.
Mike in practicing his Portuguese. When
Br. Lucio' s English is good enough, he hopes
to join on-line meetings and get to know
more of the brethren in various parts of the
world. Another blessing was meeting Luciano and encouraging him. If he continues
progressing well, he may be able to start a
class in Nova Friburgo after a time. I would
not be surprised if he will learn English as
well. He seems bright and capable and is
eager to read more of Br. Russell's writings. ❑

Secretary Change:
Clearwater Bible Students
Sr. Debbie McClellan
2402 Ecuadorian Way #56
Clearwater, FL 33763
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New Brethren in Christ
"I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; 1 have led thee in right paths." Proverbs 4:11

Immersions 2008
At Cavnic, Romania July 27
All from a Truth family background. This entry only recently came
to the attention of the Newsletter.
Br. Victor Zan
Sr. Valeria Barbos
Sr. Maria Sandu

Immersions 2009

Brs.William, Ajay, Khurrsino, Sr. Paramjit, Brs. Bunty, Husan and Suresh

At the Congo-Uganda border, Nyibola River October 18
Br. Onegui James, of Paidha, Uganda, husband to Sr. Night
Sr. Ngabwaga Night, of Paidha, Uganda, wife to Br. James
Br. Uucha Digu Done, of D.R. Congo, husband to Sr. Evelyne
Sr. Boro pa Rwoth Evelyne, of D.R. Congo, wife to Br. Uucha

Brethren immersed at Mettupalayam

At Mettupalayam, India August 23
Candidates attended follow-up classes on the 53 Lessons.
Br. Maria John, former Roman Catholic
Br. Vincents, former member of the Pentecostal Church
Former members of the Church of South India:
Sr. Vasanthi Vidhya
Sr. Satisha Angeline
Sr. Bobby Priscila
Sr. Harriet Stella Rose
Br. Charles Herald
At Cavnic, Romania September 20
Br. Ioan Chindris, previously attended several churches including
Orthodox and Adventist, found the Truth through personal contact
with brethren.
At Punjab, India September 27
The first immersions in Punjab. Those immersed attended followup classes by Br. Ajay Atwal, bimonthly since March. All were
previous members of the Pentecostal Church.
Br. Bunty
Br. Husan
Sr. Paramjit Kaur
Br. William Billa

Newly immersed with their immersers: Brs. Kennedy, Jackson and
Eliezer. A cell phone took the only photographs.

At Rio de Janeiro, Brazil November 1
Br. Lucinaldo da Mata Bezerra (Lucio), (See
Feature, page 1) former Jehovah's Witness,
found a Spanish Bible Student web page three
years ago. His first contacts with brethren were
Brs. Marcos Mendieta and Gustavo Neto from
Argentina and Br. Mike Schilling of the
United States.

• Br. Lucio

At New Haven, Connecticut November 15
All three candidates were physically unable to be immersed so the
Ecclesia arranged a "Consecration Service" for the brethren to
publicly express their covenant of sacrifice.
Sr. Marilyn Shuck, daughter of Br. George and Sr. Marguerite
Sr. Bobby Sarno, heard the Truth from Br. George and Sr. Marguerite
who live in the same apartment complex.
Sr. Vanessa Savinelli, daughter of Br. Merrill Sammis
See New Brethren page 15
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and worship God as he wishes.
After breaking camp, we headed for
Masada where we met Sr. Connie Campbell's

Ramp built by the Romans at Masada

sons Eitan—the director of Masada—and
Ilan who works there. Ilan had time and told
us many things about Israel. When touring
this remarkable site, we could see the effort
the Roman army had to make in order
to conquer it. We camped that night
in the campground on the west side of
Masada, not far from the ramp the
Romans had built. After dark there
was an impressive audiovisual program that reenacted the last battle
between the Zealots and the Roman
army.
After a beautiful sunrise, we headed
for Dimona to visit Sr. Maayan Vaskar,
her husband Tzion and their four
lovely children for the Sabbath weekend. Our held baggage caught up
with us at their home. Sr. Maayan is
the daughter of the late Br. Jack and
Sr. Connie Campbell. She was born
in Israel and attended school there.
After a temporary move back to the
United States, the Campbell family
returned to Israel. We had many
special blessings and participated in and
learned much about keeping the Sabbath in
a Jewish home. It is truly a day of rest with no
television, computer, mobile phone, work,
or driving—only rest and family time. Br.
Ghita went with Tzion and their three sons to
the synagogue Friday evening, while Sarah
and I chose to stay home with Sr. Maayan and
her daughter for fellowship. Sr. Maayan
opened the Sabbath with prayer and when
the men returned from the synagogue, we
each received a Sabbath greeting, a handshake and words such as, 'May your Sabbath
be peaceful.' After washing his hands, Tzion
blessed each child and we sat down at the
table. The Sabbath meal began while Sr.
Maayan explained the many points to be
observed. Saturday evening we were invited
to the bar mitzvah of the son of Sr. Maayan' s
friend. Here we saw the joy of a family whose
son had crossed a major stepping-stone to
adulthood.
The next day we headed for Jerusalem via

Beer Sheva, after briefly contacting our
home ecclesia in Sighet using the Internet,
which is available at most schools, shopping centers and some cafés. We stopped
for a short time at the archeological site at
Tel Beer Sheva and amongst the ruins saw
a well which would have resembled the one
that Abraham had dug. Then we stopped at
Bet Guvrin to see some interesting ancient
burial caves. Here the terrain started to
change and became slowly more green.
Consulting our map, we saw there was a
campground at Mevo Betar about 20 kilometers from Jerusalem close to the place
where David is said to have overcome Goliath. When we arrived, we found an amusement park—essentially a private park for
orthodox Jews. There was a swimming pool
behind a high fence covered with canvas.
This was to ensure privacy for orthodox
Jews. Ten years ago camping was available,
but no longer. Since it was late I asked the

Southwest Wall of the Old City

owner if he would allow us to camp there
anyway and he kindly agreed. In the evening
he asked me to lifeguard for twenty minutes
until the regular worker arrived, giving me
my first close up view of the orthodox
community.
The next morning we made our way to
Jerusalem and learned it is easier to explore
without a car. By early afternoon we managed to find the City of David Park, south
of the Old City. We toured the ruins walking
the path and tunnel of the Gihon Spring to
the Shiloah Pool. The Old City of today is
not the city where David lived. Except for
the Temple Mount, there is not much that
remains intact from his day. Following the
tour and because it was late and we had
received misinformation about camping in
Jerusalem we slept in the car.
Our second day in Jerusalem was spent
getting oriented. We wandered through
parts of the Old City, Western Wall, Jewish
Quarter and shops. What is called a street,

we would call a walkway though I did see a
small tractor coming up the steps to collect
garbage. We were on the street in the Old City
when the Muslims returned from prayers.

Cemetery near the Mount of Olives

Many had their prayer rugs in hand, hurrying
to their homes to eat, since night was coming.
We saw the many different faces of Jerusalem,
including several denominations of Jews,
shop keepers shouting their wares, people
hurrying to work and groups of tourists. We
often heard the call to Muslim prayer
blasted out of loudspeakers set in the
minarets of the mosques.
Our second night was spent much
more comfortably on the rooftop of
the Citadel Youth Hostel in the Old
City. The hostel was in a 700-year-old
building with a wonderful view of the
surrounding area. We had automatic
wake up service provided by the church
bells every morning beginning at 6:00
am.
The next day we hiked to the Mount
of Olives by traversing the Jewish
Quarter and going down the south east
corner of the Old City wall, through
the cemetery with Absalom' s monument and up the other side. When we
got to what is supposed to be Gethsemane, it was closed so we went farther
up the hill to a small park of olive trees
away from all the tourists. Most do not have
the stamina to hike this far up in the heat. Here
we had a good view of the Golden Gate. We
went up a narrow road and saw workers preparing a gravesite in the cemetery and two
horses grazing.
Returning to the Old City, I met a young
orthodox Jewish woman along the path
through the cemetery. We had both stopped
to get water. I told her of my disappointment

Proposed tomb of Jesus

in finding that most places where Abraham
built altars to the Lord are not easily accessible to Jews (or Christians). She was pleasantly surprised and remarked that most of

including prayer shawls or prayer books according to the Palestinian authorities who
administer the Mount. Jews are not allowed
to whisper prayers and, if caught, they are
escorted out. No Jew or tourist is allowed
inside the Dome of the Rock without written
permission of the Jerusalem Islamic WAQF,
which manages the Temple Mount and normally denies requests. We saw a number of
Arab women entering so we asked the porter
at the door why we could not enter. He
strongly reminded us of the political situation. We noticed that a British photographer
who came with two Muslim women was
admitted.
In the southeast corner of the Mount the
Muslims are building a massive underground
mosque. Br. Ghita went down to the entrance
and managed to film a little of it before he was
shooed away by workmen. This was the place
of Solomon's stables and tons of priceless
first Temple artifacts have been dug up by
machines and thrown in heaps like yesterday's
trash. I filmed a front-end loader coming up
the ramp from the entrance and dumping
rubble in a heap not far from the inside of the

Golden Gate with the Dome of the Rock

the public are very negative about the Jews
and are unaware of the sites or their significance. She told me she was from Petah Tikva
and was even more surprised that I knew the
general history of it. I encouraged her to
make her faith strong. At parting she was
smiling when I said, 'We came for literal
water and were refreshed by both the literal
and the spiritual.'
We crossed through the Old City and
went to find the place where the Protestants
say the Lord may have been buried. This
necessitated our going through part of the
Arab sector where there is much hustle and
bustle of shops and vendors shouting their
bargains. The traffic is difficult and we were
glad to be on foot. We wandered a bit but
managed to find our destination before it
closed—a garden administered by a Protestant organization. It provided an oasis from
the heat and noise. Even though no one is
sure whether this is the actual place where
the Lord was buried, it seemed more fitting
than the ornamented and incense burning
churches in the Old City.
We returned to the Old City for a tour of
the Western Wall tunnels, which archeologists have dug under the Muslim Quarter of
the Old City along the Temple Mount wall
that Herod built. The wall extends fifteen
meters below the present ground surface.
The tour guide informed us of how the
Temple Mount was constructed and what it
had looked like.
The next day we visited the Temple
Mount which was open to Jews and tourists
only from 7:30-1 lam. There was a security
check—no religious materials are allowed,
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States with her husband Br. Levi in 1966 to
encourage the Jews. We had only one night
with her before traveling on to the other side
of the Galilee.
On our way to the other side of the Galilee
we stopped at the supposed sites of the
Mount of Beatitudes, Tabgha (where the
Lord fed the crowds with two fish and five
loaves) and the ruins at Capemaum. It surprised us to find the Catholic Church had
built a suspended chapel over what is supposed to be the ruins of Peter's house.
Before nightfall we found a place to camp
on a beach across the sea from Tiberias not
far from where the Lord met the Gegersenes.
( Mt. 8:28) This was the start of our second
Sabbath in Israel. Many secular Israelis spend
the Sabbath at the beach bringing their cookout equipment and loud speakers. Suffice it
to say we had free entertainment into the
night. We observed that there are usually
two sections to a campground or a totally
separate campground for Muslims. In the
evening we had time to reflect on the Lord
when he walked in these places.
Late the next morning we headed north to
the Syrian border. We followed a narrow
road right on the border where there were
many signs of war: destroyed tanks, monuments and mine fields. There were little side
roads with signs warning of firing ranges as
well as a destroyed village where the abandoned mosque showed the marks of bullets.
We drove within sight of Mount Hermon,
passing Nimrod's fortress that was built in
the 1200s by Muslims battling the Crusaders. We camped at a park near Banias Springs.
The next day we walked through the park
that surrounds the springs and viewed some
beautiful waterfalls. Being close to the border with Lebanon we saw warning signs on
both sides of the road stating we were not to
leave the road because of mine fields. After

Br. Ghita, Sr. Lisa and Sr. Hava at breakfast

Golden Gate. Armed police are everywhere.
There are guards to ensure that no one throws
anything over the inside of the Western Wall
on those who pray below. The tension on the
Temple Mount is palpable though I do not
think the average tourist is aware of it. Jewish
archeologists have plans to excavate under
the Western Wall Plaza but it is outside the
Mount.
After some last minute shopping we headed
for Tiberias to visit Sr. Hava Bausch. We
traveled down the road toward Jericho, which
we could not enter since the rental car insurance did not cover anything in Palestinian
Territory. Taking the road by the Jordan
River, we passed many farms with banana
and date orchards and arrived at Sr. Hava' s—
another oasis for us. Sr. Hava has lived in
Israel for thirty-seven years and is well informed. She emigrated from the United

Catholic chapel above Peter's tomb on the right

a short drive and hike to some waterfalls at
Metulla on this border, we made our way
south again and camped on the banks of the
Jordan River before it empties into the GaliSee Israel page 14
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Harvest News
"As every man hath received the gift,

even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." 1 Peter 4:10

"Israel: Fulfilling Bible Prophecy" in Italy
With a heart mindful of the interest of the

Newsletter's readership, the following
article was written by Sr. Flora Pop of Italy
and translated by Br. Allen Springer of
Romania.

During a visit in November to brethren
near Venice, Italy, Br. Allen Springer, Srs.
Elisabeta Precup and Ana Spaimoc collaborated with Sr. Flora Pop—originally from
Romania—who had arranged for a local
showing of "Israel: Fulfilling Bible Prophecy."
The Romanian Community in the region
of Motta di Livenza, where Sr. Flora lives,
numbers approximately 500-600 people of
Russian Orthodox and Protestant beliefs.
The leaders of the smaller Romanian Pentecostal Church were contacted concerning
"a true presentation of the history of Israel in
parallel with Bible prophecies." They agreed
to a showing for their congregation of about
60 members on an evening when a regular
meeting was not scheduled. More than half
of the congregation, primarily young people,
plus a few of their friends were present for the
showing.
Br. Allen gave a brief introduction to the
film and requested those present to write
down any points of interest or questions for

discussion afterwards. Everyone remained
for the entire film and gave their careful
attention. Most remained after the close of
the meeting for informal discussions with
the brethren.
Br. Allen had an extended discussion
with one young man who recently discovered that one of his great-grandparents was
Jewish. There were a number of other discussions as well. Some of the comments made
to the brethren included: "That was beautiful." "I never knew that the people of Israel
had such a history." "That was really something." There were no negative comments
received and the small supply of Romanian
literature the brethren were able to bring
with them was quickly exhausted.
One point that was evident is how little is
generally known and understood about the
history of the people of Israel amongst Protestant congregations.
Ten days after the presentation, a friend of
Sr. Flora's son Emilian, who had heard about
the film, requested a copy of the DVD. He
intends to watch it with another friend who
is a Jehovah's Witness.
Another pleasant surprise came about
three weeks later. A member of one of the
families who had seen the film brought their

computer to Emilian for repairs. In the process of his work, Emilian noted a number of
Christian films on the hard drive, including
"Israel: Fulfilling Bible Prophecy." It filled
our hearts with
rejoicing to
know that the
film was appreciated.
The film was
also presented
to a group of Italian brethren at a
weekend gathering in FloSr. Flora and Emilian
rence. The text
was translated beforehand into Italian and
read in parallel by Emilian. The message of
the film provoked a lively discussion of the
current situation in Israel and prophetic expectations for the future.
Sr. Flora closed her report with these
words: "Because information has such a
great effect in the world we live, we believe
it is important to spread the Truth among
others to the greatest extent possible. We
thank God for the opportunity given us and
the help of the visiting brethren who collaborated with us."D

along with his unit, rockets being launched
at Israel from the rooftop of his former home
in Gaza. What a difficult struggle Israeli
soldiers have. They are told to protect Israel
but they have to be careful how they do it.
Each bullet has to be accounted for. In their
religious schools they are taught that the
reason for their existence is to do good in the
world and they cannot understand why the
world looks at them so negatively. He recounted differences that cause divisions
amongst the Jews. For example, how a rabbi
belonging to a group that wore their socks
above the knee caused a split by wearing his
socks below the knee.
We moved on the next day to hand deliver a letter from a Jewish man in Sighet to
a woman in Petah Tikva, which proved to be
a time consuming exercise since Petah Tikva
is a big city, no longer the kibbutz it once
was. After succeeding in our mission, night
was coming, so again, we went in search of
a campground nearby which we found to be
closed. Some people advised us to go to a
nearby nature reserve in Rosh Ayin. Later we
learned it was where Alexander the Great met
the priests from the Temple on his way to lay
siege to Jerusalem.

We spent the next morning packing our
baggage and visiting the last "pile of rocks,"
a fortress at a place called Afeq where the
Apostle Paul was to have stayed a night on
his way to imprisonment in Rome. After this
we returned the car to the airport and waited
for our return flight to Romania.
In total we traveled over 1550 kilometers
(930 miles) crisscrossing the country east
and west, north and south. For a brief 18 days
we were touched by the lives of those who in
many respects live in a world entirely separated from our own. We shopped among the
general populace, which is comprised of
many different ethnic and racial groups.
There are numerous Russians and in some
areas Russian is more commonly used than
English. Almost everyone we met was courteous and helpful. We observed Christians
giving out tracts without the understanding
of why the sight of 'missionaries' raises
barriers with Jews. The Jews do not want to
hear about Jesus because many atrocities
have been committed in his name
We chose to keep a low profile since our
goal was to learn. I know from my experience
that first impressions of a foreign country or

Israel From page 13

lee. Here are the ruins of Bethsaida with
evidences of the complete destruction which
the Lord prophesied. From here we headed
to Megiddo, another site of ruins. What
impressed us was the clear view of almost all
the surrounding territory. In ancient times
any approaching army could be easily seen.
Nations had fought battle after battle for its
strategic location.
From here we made our way to Mount
Cannel, which is host to an immense nature
reserve with spectacular views of Haifa and
the sea. We camped along the Mediterranean Sea on the beach north of Caesarea. The
next day we went to Caesarea to see the ruins
built by Herod, an architectural genius. The
luxury in which he lived would rival that of
today. The hippodrome is still intact and the
amphitheater is used today for public performances.
That evening we moved farther south
along the Mediterranean and camped at a
park at Bet Yannai, north of Netanya where
we met a park attendant who had been an
army officer during the disengagement. He
has left the army and is convinced that the
pullout from Gaza was a mistake. He said that
a fellow soldier from an evacuated town saw,

See Israel page 15
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Conventions
"And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee."

2010
February 27, 28 Scottsdale, Arizona. Southwest Bible Students.
New Location: Boys and Girls Club, Rose Lane Branch,
8250 E. Rose Lane, Scottsdale, AZ 85250. Five speakers.
Contact the Secretary: Melanie Humphreys, Cell Phone: (480) 4031198. Home Phone: (623) 322-9082.
March 13, 14 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students 40th
Annual. Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S. Jefferson Ave., Plain City,
OH 43064. Contact: Todd Alexander, 3278 Foxcroft Dr., Lewis
Center, OH 43035. Phone (614) 519-8282. Mobile: (614) 5198282. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com
March 20, 21 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Location to be announced. Five
speakers. Contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison
Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. Phone (302) 328-7673. E-mail:
tlarm1874 @ verizon.net
April 2-4 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students
Annual. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr. NE, Kenmore, WA
98028. Contact the Secretary: Gloria Nussel, Phone: (206) 7837564. E-mail: nussel-dg1974@comcast.net
April 10, 11 Richmond, Kentucky. Central Kentucky Bible
Students. Best Western Holiday Plaza, 100 Eastern Bypass,
Richmond, KY 40475. Phone: (859) 623-9200. Contact the
Coordinator: Jim Tevis, 5006 Northern Dancer Dr., Richmond, KY
40475. Phone: (859) 623-7132. E-mail - J Tevis@yahoo.com
April 17, 18 Worthington, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Theme: God's Character. New Location: Holiday Inn
Columbus-Worthington, 7007 N. High St., Worthington, OH
43085. Six speakers. Make reservations through the Ecclesia.
Contact the Reservations Coordinator: Elneta MacAlister, PO Box
813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail:
elalister @ yahoo.com

Psalms 9:10

May 1, 2 Brighton, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of Metro
Detroit Annual. Hartland Farms Intermediate School, 581 Taylor
Road, Brighton, MI 48114. Five Speakers. Contact: Bill Dutka.
Phone: (248) 347-4899. Cell: (248) 767-1508.
May 2 West Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. New Location: West Hartford Senior Center, 15 Starkel
Road, West Hartford, CT 06117. Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42
Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116
E-mail: djslivinsky @sbcglobal.net
May 29, 30 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students.
Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St., Seattle, WA
98188, (206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topical Study. Contact the
Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA
98012. Phone: (425) 742-4439. E-mail: palm2520@earthlink.net
June 11-13 Houston, Texas. Houston Bible Students Fifth Annual.
5550 Aspen Street, Houston, TX 77081. Theme: The Importance of
Prayer. Matthew 26:41. Four speakers. Contact the Secretary: Sr.
Elinor Nichols. Phone: (713) 665-1445. E-mail:
SisterLNR@aol.com
June 25-27 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE, Salem, OR. For
information or accommodations contact: Judy Garrison, 3626
Wiltsey St. SE, Salem, OR 97317. Phone: (503) 378-1354. E-mail:
judy481ew @ comcastnet
July 3, 4 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of
New Brunswick Annual. Location: Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Madison, NJ 07940. Six Speakers. Contact the Secretary: Celeste
Ostry, 19 Park Ave., Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 4248372. E-mail: celeste.ostry@mac.com
July 24, 25 Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students Annual.
Eastland Suites, 1907 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802.
Contact the Secretary: Karen Wildblood. Phone: (217) 840-6174.
E-mail: kwildblood@ illinoisalumni.org ❑

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the

Israel From page 14

The Romanian brethren have scheduled New Years Day to view
the film made by the Dragos'. The Newsletter hopes to bring an
update next issue.0

culture can be deceiving. Many times we look at others through the
prism of our own culture and unwittingly form biased and unfair
judgments. What we saw and experienced may not have represented
what is generally the case in Israel because our time there was brief.
For example, we witnessed some ethnic discrimination amongst
Jews themselves but cannot say this is the general practice.
Israel is a fascinating country with historical significance everywhere. For us now, the places of the Bible are more concrete, are in
a geographical context and thus have a deeper meaning as we study.
Our trip was packed full of experiences from which we are still
learning lessons. We thank the Lord for the opportunity.

Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

New Brethren

From page 11

At Crown Point, Indiana November 29
Br. Roger Smith, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia,
former Jehovah's Witness, introduced to the
Truth by his sister-in-law Sr. Lois Talley. ❑

Br. Roger

I Memorial Supper: Sunday, March 28, 2010 - After six o'clock I
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) who elect elders from within and without to serve
as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible
Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as
revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's
writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the convention
page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings for
publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: Biblenews @ bsnews.net
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17, Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service, to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35.

