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The Home page of the website www.chinese-biblestudy.com . The text reads: 
Line 1: Free Internet Bible Study; Line 2: Start any time, Log-on instantly; 

Line 3: Via the Internet, Self-Regulated; Line 4: No obligation 

Fold-out Chart of the Ages glued into the back of the Simplified 
Chinese Volume One 

BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER 

Volume 38 / Number 3 / Fall 2009 

Stepping Stones in Chinese Witness Effort 
China has 

now become 
closed to out-
side Christian 
influence. The 
Bible Students' 
work that began 
in May 2008 has 
been slowed 
within China by 
government of-
ficials. How-
ever, by the 
Lord's grace, ad-
ditional new ef-
forts are being 
directed toward 
Chinese speak-
ing people out-
side of China. 
This report details that work's progress, but 
first, a little history. 

After the 2008 Beijing Summer Olym-
pics ended and China was no longer the 
center of the world's attention, the Chinese 
government reversed their recent toleration 
of Christianity. The brethren who visited in 
2008 noticed two signs of this new policy. 
The first was the investigation by the Chi-
nese government of those involved in the 
2008 trip. The second was the return of 
twenty First Volumes sent through the mail 
earlier this year only after the recipient was 

Greetings in the Lord 

In this issue you will find reports traversing 
the globe. They include stories of sacrifice 
and submission to the Lord's will from as far 
away as India and Africa and are 
complemented by our cover story of the 
Chinese witness efforts being done over the 
Internet. In addition, 85 brethren 
symbolized their consecrations at various 
services on both sides of the ocean. We 
rejoice with them as they walk in this narrow 
way. 

We appreciate the many faithful ones 
who each issue submit stories and reports for 
the brethren to enjoy and thank the heavenly 
Father for his many rich blessings to his 
people and for allowing us this small oppor-
tunity of service.  

asked to come to the local post office to 
identify them and was told that Horizon 
Publishers was not an approved publisher. 
The Volumes never made it through cus-
toms. 

Additionally, the government cancelled 
the printing of the 15,000 First Volumes, 
which initially had been approved and was 
scheduled for printing 
and distribution 
throughout China in late 
2008. After initial pub-
lishing efforts were 
halted by the Chinese 
government, a publisher 
in Mongolia was willing 
to print and distribute 
them, but that plan was 
stopped by officials, too. 
We trust in the Lord's 
overruling providence 
that the First Volume will 
eventually be published 
and distributed and the 
efforts made in May 2008 
will be multiplied ac-
cording to his will. 

By the Lord's grace, the work continues 
through the following efforts: 

♦ A beautiful accordion-fold color 
Chart of the Ages in Simplified Mandarin 
has been glued into the back of each Simpli-
fied Chinese First Volume 

♦ The Second Volume is now trans- 

lated into Sim-
plified Chi-
nese and will 
be published 
later this year 

♦ T h e 
First Volume 
translation 
into Tradi-
tional Manda-
rin is in its fi-
nal correction 
stages 

♦ A dis-
tribution plan 
for the First 
Volume in the 
USA has be-
gun 

♦ An in-
teractive First Volume study in Simplified 
Mandarin, on the Internet, is now in place. 
Chinese speaking individuals can read the 
First Volume in a structured, self-paced les-
son format and receive a custom certificate 
upon completion. As of October 4, 120 
simplified Chinese speaking people from all 
over the world have signed up for the First 

Volume lessons. 
♦ The Great Pyramid booklet is be-

ing translated into Simplified Chinese with 
completion slated for later this year. 

It is important to note that there are two 
written forms of the same Chinese Mandarin 

See China page 9 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Be merciful unto me, 0 God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee..." Psalm 57:1 

■Sr. Marguerite Shuck (67 Sackett Point Rd., Apt. 407, North 
Haven, CT 06473) was recently diagnosed 
with low-grade lymphoma. The doctor does 
not expect her condition to worsen and 
recommends no treatment. She feels it is an 
opportunity to exercise faith. Sr. Marguerite's 
desire is to cooperate with her heavenly Father 
in whatever may develop and accept this for 
her highest spiritual welfare. "Faith can firmly 

trust him, come what may." 

■Sr. Joan Dudney was found on the floor in her apartment by her 
daughter Sr. Janice Slivinsky and son-in-law Br. Dan, July 8. Once 

admitted to the hospital, doctors diagnosed a 
compressed fracture of her spine. Immobilized 
and under heavy pain medicine for several 
weeks, she was discharged to a nursing home 
for recuperation. During this time, Sr. Janice 
had an emergency appendectomy July 22. The 
family sees the Lord's care as Sr. Joan's needs 
were provided for while Sr. Janice was 
recovering. Sr. Joan's condition at age 93 

makes her unable to appreciate receiving cards. The family requests 
an interest in the brethren's prayers and knows the Lord will hear 
each one. 

■Sr. Agnes Siwak (PO Box 744, Wakaw, SK SOK 4P0, Canada) 
sustained injury when her vehicle collided with a gravel truck 

August 4 on her return home from attending the 
Winnipeg, MB Convention. Emergency 
crews and those immediately on the scene 
described it as a "freak" accident. Sr. Agnes was 
conscious and remembers hearing, "She is 
going to die." Providentially, she survived 
with three broken ribs and numerous bruises. 
She was hospitalized in Yorkton, three hours 
from home, for less than a week. By the Lord's 

grace she continues to care for herself though she is very sore. She 
listens to tapes or watches convention DVDs. She thanks the 
brethren for their prayers, cards, phone calls and loving expressions 
since the announcement of the accident over e-mail. She says R5180 
expresses her heart sentiments: 

"Be patient and submissive; each disaster 
Will bring thee nearer to thy loving Lord. 

These trials make thee like thy blessed Master, 
Who knows them all, and will his grace afford. 
Be patient and submissive; strength is given 

For every step along the weary way. 
And for it all thou'lt render praise to heaven, 

When dreary night gives place to perfect day." 

Wk. Danny and Sr. Judy McClughen (201 Barbara Dr., Mahomet, 
IL 61853) had their faith 
tried 	immediately 
following the Mahomet 
Convention when their 21 
year-old son Mark was 
taken to the emergency 
room at 3:00 am. He was 
admitted July 27 with flu-
like symptoms, convul-

sions and a heart rate of fewer than 30 beats per minute. During the 

four days in intensive care, doctors had difficulty identifying the 
cause. At first they thought he had mononucleosis or viral 
meningitisbut finally they determined he had Lyme disease. 
Doctors started him on antibiotics, continued at home for 21 days, 
resulting in a full recovery. This is the third time one of their children 
has been near death. The McClughens prayed during the entire 
experience that the Lord' s will be done, trusting that the Lord' s ways 
are always best. The admonition from the February 22 Manna that, 
"Selfish prayers are too expensive..." continues to be a wonderful 
help. 

■Br. Harry Wildblood (1000 Center St., Mahomet, IL 61853, e-
mail: hwildblood@mchsi.com)  and his sisters, Sr. Alison McKillop 
(4121 Leafy Glade Pl., Casselberry, FL 32707) 
and Sr. Ann Wildblood (1104 Pointe Newport 
Terrace, Apt 100, Casselberry, FL 32707) 
suffered the death of their mother Roberta, July 
23, two days before the Mahomet Convention. 
She died in Sr. Alison' s home under hospice 
care after living the preceding two years in a 
nearby assisted living facility. Consecrated two 
years and one year respectively, Sr. Alison' s and 
Sr. Ann's care of their mother in her twilight years has been their 
initial experience of following in the footsteps of their Master. Br. 
Harry is to deliver a message on the Ransom and Resurrection at the 
memorial service to be held where his mother attended in York, 
Pennsylvania. 

■Sr. Barbara Millin (16923 Labrador St., North Hills, CA 91343, 
e-mail: lebarb  @verizon.net ) shares a written testimony of her recent 
affliction: 

"We were disappointed when we could not 
attend the Salem Convention this year. But the 
Lord had another appointment for us. 

"We had returned home from Ohio on June 
19; while repacking two days later, I turned too 
fast and fell over my suitcase. I landed hard on I 
my left hip fracturing my pelvis in two places ' 
and I subsequently spent six weeks in a rehabilitation facility. It was 
an arduous experience, but the Lord was with me in the night watches 
and watched over me during the day. Psa. 63:6-7 "When I remember 
thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. 
Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy 
wings will I rejoice." 

"It was a blessing to have our two daughters Sr. Becky Hess and 
Sr. Rachel Kopak fly from Ohio to pay me surprise visits while I was 
in the hospital. They were a joy and a gift from the Lord and lifted 
my heart in deepest gratitude. Sr. Becky was able to fly out again 
for another surprise visit after I came home and she also helped us 
in many ways. Br. Leon has been a wonderful caregiver. I have much 
about which to be grateful. 

"I have been home for a month now and am progressing slowly, 
but I can walk one-half block as long as I hold onto Br. Leon. I still 
have medication problems. Nurses and a therapist come to the house 
regularly but that will end soon. We thank the Lord for this experi-
ence and for the lessons learned of patience. I praise him daily for 
all of his overruling providences. It is one thing to view and read of 
the suffering in the world; it is another thing to be in the midst of it. 
I am striving even harder to be pleasing to the Lord. He is faithful 
to us and we must be faithful to him. The world needs the Kingdom 

See Afflicted page 19 
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Entered Into Rest 
"0 death, where [is] thy sting? 0 grave, where [is] thy victory?" 1 Corinthians 15:55 

■M.. Rick Buss, died July 12 at age 91. 
As an elder he served in the 
Albuquerque, New Mexico Ecclesia, 
was a director of the Pastoral Bible 
Institute and served on the initial 
Board of Directors of the Bible 
Students Retirement Center. His wife 
of 59 years, Sr. Roberta (Hollister) 
introduced him to the Truth and 
preceded him in death. He is survived 
by his daughter: Sr. Sandra Thomassen 
(402 Bryn Mawr Dr. SE, Albuquerque, 
NM 	87106, 	e-mail: 
tmt402@msn.com ); granddaughter: 
Sr. Tamara Wesol; and sister Helen 

Minke. Brs. Lenny Griehs and Dan Wesol spoke at his memorial 
service August 15 with 60 in attendance. "0 continue thy 
lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to 
the upright in heart." Psa 36:10 

■Sr. Elsie M. Hurd, age 93 of the 
Clinton, Connecticut Ecclesia died 
June 2 after a series of strokes suffered 
in recent years. Her parents first 
nurtured her appreciation of Present 
Truth. To the end of her life Sr. Elsie 
encouraged others similarly One of the 
joys of her life was giving Br. David 
Stein his first Divine Plan of the Ages 
when they both were visiting Br. Anton 
Frey. Brs. Ray Luke, George Shuck and 
a relative said a few words at her 
graveside service June 20 to the small 
number in attendance. 

■Sr. Ilona Covacs, from Macau, Romania, died of kidney failure 
at age 86 on June 26. At the time of her death she was living with and 
being cared for by her daughter-in-law 
Erii Covacs, her son having previously 
died. Two nieces decided that her 
service should be conducted by a 
Lutheran minister because the village 
is populated with Hungarians who 
could not understand the Romanian 
language. Five brethren attended. 
Consecrated in her youth, she was the 
only one consecrated in her village at 
the time of her death. When health 
permitted she attended the meeting in 
Cluj about twelve miles (20km) away. 
Her faith was an inspiration to those 
who knew her. "If in this life only we 
have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept." 1 Cor. 15:19,20 

• Sr. Marjorie Dale Crosby, age 94, of the Colorado Bible Students 
Ecclesia died of heart failure August 5. Married during the Great 
Depression Sr. Marjorie, her young family and her parents lived in 
converted livestock barns. This is the same property she occupied 
until four months before her death. Sr. Marjorie and her husband 

Frank were instrumental in founding 
the First Presbyterian Church of 
Lakewood, Colorado. However, her 
father's interest in the Bible led her to 
Br. Sid Bruns and they began studying 
together. She eventually left the 
church and made a full consecration to 
the Lord in 1966. Her home, familiar to 
many visiting brethren, was host to 
ecclesia meetings for many years. She 
is missed by her children: Sr. Camille 
Deuben (10962 West 30th Place, 
Lakewood, CO 80215, e-mail: 
cdeuben@comcast.net)  and Br. Dale 
Crosby (1996 Hoyt St., Lakewood, CO 
80215, e-mail: leambible@  aol.com); three grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild. Her husband 
Frank, to whom she was married for sixty years, preceded her in death. 
Br. Tom Moore conducted her memorial service September 13. 

■Sr. Emmy Cole, age 87, isolated in Sun City, CA died of heart 
problems and asthma June 16. Sr. 
Emmy' s grandfather originally heard 
the Truth, but in the difficult times after 
the death of the Pastor, the family lost 
touch with the Bible Students. In the 
1940s her mother heard the 'Frank and 
Ernest' radio program, reintroducing 
the family to the brethren. In 
Vancouver at the time, they lived 
within walking distance of Br. Charlie 
and Sr. Ruth Chambers. Suffering from 
asthma Sr. Emmy moved to Los 
Angeles where she later married Br. 
Bob. They hosted midweek meetings 
there. After that they lived in 
Albuquerque for a time. Br. Bob and Sr. 
Emmy had no children though they adopted a young girl. Br. 
Michael Nekora had a graveside service June 23. 

■Br. Frank Suraci, age 83, of the New Haven (CT) Ecclesia died 
of Alzheimer's disease August 25, after 29 years in the narrow way. 
A navy man during WWII and the 
Korean War he developed a lifelong 
discipline and regimen. After the death 
of his father Br. Frank moved in with his 
mother Sr. Frances who awakened his 
interest in the Truth by having him read 
the Daily Heavenly Manna, Songs in 
the Night and related scriptures to her. 
Having a joyful disposition he was 
happy to serve in any possible way, 
especially at the Bible Students 
Retirement Center. His son David (PO 
Box 120606, East Haven, CT 06512) 
lived with him in recent years 
providing needed assistance and 
comforts. He is survived by his children: Frank, David, Charlotte 
Christa, Billy, Mary Dewolf and Lisa Ryan, eight grandchildren and 
brothers Tony and Rich. His nephew Br. Rick Suraci conducted his 
memorial service August 30 for the 60 in attendance. 

See Entered Into Rest page 8 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"[Let] nothing [be done] through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves." Philippians 2:3 

Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ July 4 

Putting All in the LORD's Hands 
Br. John Baker, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"I thank the Lord for his goodness and the opportunity of being 
here... A month after the last time we were at this convention in 2007, 

the Lord permitted a former boss of mine to ask 
me to move to Illinois and work there. It was 
hard determining the Lord's will. Some of the 
brethren here were helpful in doing that. The 
Lord has rearranged our lives these last couple 
of years. We are living in the Mahomet, 
Illinois, area. 

"Four months after I started working there 
we had not sold our home or found a new 

home—I had a stroke. I am thankful that my mind was fine through 
the whole experience. Since we had a lot of questions we thought 
we would share a little here. I remember lying on the cart on the way 
to the hospital thinking, 'Now we tried hard to determine the Lord's 
will. The Lord has brought me here and I need my family and they 
are away.' My right side was paralyzed and I thought, 'Am I going 
to work again? How am I going to support my family? What do I do? 
I have a job here and my home is over there.' It is wonderful to put 
it all in the Lord's hands. 'Lord, we followed your direction in 
coming here and believe we did that correctly and we have to leave 
it in your hands.' Brethren, it is sweet when the Lord overrules our 
experiences. We have had a series of providences these last two years 
that are overwhelming and heart strengthening... 

"A trial to us was just not feeling quite right. Physically we were 
able to overcome the stroke fairly quickly, although we did not have 
a lot of stamina. We had experiences the Lord designed especially 
for us because God meant it for good. It makes all the difference 
whether you take the experience from the Lord or whether you take 
it from the individual. We have had difficult experiences from the 
world in our new job but the Lord designed it that things could go 
thus far and no further. When you do not trust your own mind, 
because of your experience, it is hard. I thought about a sister who 
said years ago, 'The process of getting old is learning more and more 
to rely upon the Lord. Things you could once do you cannot do 
anymore.' We appreciate this precious lesson...It has been hard to 
concentrate and do the things we would like to do. In the last month 
or so we have felt great. I am thankful for that. If it be the Lord' s will, 
I would like to use our energies in his service as best we can. Our 
moms—Sr. Isabelle Baker and Sr. Violet Winske—send love...My 
mom has recovered well from her hip surgery this spring. I am so 
thankful that she saw all of this as the Lord's will. Being in your 80s 
and being willing to change your whole environment is not easy. We 
have a neighbor who... Mom has used every opportunity to witness 
to ... She has been consistent and determined—a wonderful example. 
We ask an interest in the brethren's prayers." 

Our Times are in His Hands 
Sr. Nancy Hummel, Detroit Metro (MI) Ecclesia 
"...My testimony is about Br. John [husband]...Last January we were 

driving home from a Friday night meeting... 
John was driving under the speed limit. There 
were slightly icy conditions and somebody 
came fishtailing onto the expressway. I said to 
John, 'Watch out for him.' John moved two 
lanes to the left to give him plenty of space. At 
the instant I thought that the man was going to 

spin in a circle and possibly clip us, he went directly in front of us 
so that we hit his car door going 50-55 miles an hour. The airbags 
went off. We had a second impact with his car and then hit the cement 
divider on the highway. After the crashing there was such stillness 
that I thought John had died. It was silent in the car—a silence that 
just hangs. I called out to see if he was alive. When he answered, that 
was all I needed to know and I took off for the other car to see how 
they were. I sent an e-mail to some brethren saying to treasure what 
you have. In an instant my life could have changed 
significantly...Also, John had a heart attack four years ago. When 
you go through this kind of experience it brings to mind, 'Our times 
are in his hands.'... One of the biggest deceptions is for us to think 
that we are in control of our own lives. These are gentle reminders. 
We are thankful for the many blessings in our lives. 

Our son Nathanael is being transferred to Michigan. We were 
visiting Abigail [our daughter] and, while we were away, he and his 
family (wife, four-year-old and two-year-old) came to stay at our 
house which we were not prepared for. When we return home there 
is the potential for their family to live with us for an undetermined 
period of time. This will allow us to reacquaint ourselves with our 
grandchildren. We do not know what it will bring but are looking 
forward to how we might be a positive influence. Along these lines 
we would ask for the brethren's prayers." 

Testimonies at Mahomet, IL July 25 

Witness about Israel at the Counter 
Sr. Estelle Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
"I am delighted to be here. It is a wonderful opportunity to get to 
know more of you better and I thank the Lord for this privilege... I 

want to share an experience we had when we 
arrived...When I went into the lobby to register, 
there was a man at the counter talking to the 
hotel clerk. They were talking about Israel. I 
said, 'Oh, Israel—have you ever been there?' It 
was obvious after I asked that question to see 
that the man was from Israel... He told me that 
he lived there most of his life. He had a thick 
Israeli accent. I do not know what made me say, 

`What are you doing living here then? You should be living in Israel. 
That is where all the blessings are going to be.' We had a nice 
conversation... Somehow he was receptive. As we talked, I 
remembered that I had business cards from Br. Ken Rawson and Br. 
Bill [husband] from when we were together in Israel. I got out the 
business card that had 'Israel Appointment with Destiny' on it along 
with Br. Ken's and Br. Bill's name. It dawned on me that I had DVDs 
of 'Israel Appointment with Destiny' with the materials in the box 
I was going to give Sr. Karen Baker for the book table. I said, 'Wait 
here.' I got one of the DVDs from the van. He said, 'Oh, you have 
to stay here now ' —because he was meeting seven people from Israel 
that were here to see him One of them was either the President or 
Chairman of El Al Airlines, and he said, 'You should get this on the 
planes going to and from Israel.' I said, 'What a wonderful idea.'... 
I did not know how to keep this going while waiting for his friends... 
Then in came this group of people who he introduced me to—
followed by Br. Harry [Wildblood]. I introduced them. Br. Harry 
said Israel was going to be the blesser nation to the entire world and 
God's promises to Israel are sure and never to be revoked, and that 
he will always love Israel. Br. Harry was right on cue confirming what 
I had said... Who knows where this will go? It was thrilling for me 
to have this opportunity... Hopefully it will give them a little comfort 



on your behalf." 

after they look at the DVD—that will be wonderful. I would not have 
brought those DVDs unless Sr. Karen had asked me to bring some 
items for the book table...It was all set up like dominos. I was thankful 
when Br. Harry came along. The Lord set us up for something and 
it is in motion. It could be for now or in the time of the Kingdom in 
the transition when God will fight for them like in the days of old and 
these things may be called to mind. What a thrilling prospect that 
someday they are going to know the Lord the way we do and they 
will love him for what he has done..." 

Jubilee Wedding Anniversary 
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (Canada) Ecclesia 

"I am very thankful to the heavenly Father for 
being here at this convention. It is very fitting 
how the theme text applies to the 50th Jubilee 
of Israel and the return of all things back to 
them. Last Saturday we celebrated our Jubilee 
or 50th wedding anniversary—so this is fitting 
to be here and present at this time. We thank the 
brethren for the wonderful arrangements and 
we ask an interest in your prayers as we will do 

Witness to Ex-President of El Al Airlines 
Br. Harry Wildblood, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"Yes. That was fun. His name is Israel Borovitch and he was the 
Chairman of the Board or President of El Al Airlines for many years. 
He said he now wanted to do some other things to give back. He is 
setting up a flight training program with Frasca Airlines. Following 
up from Sr. Estelle I said , 'Israel will be the center of the government 
of planet Earth in the future because God is going to make it that way. 
A lot of Christians you see frequenting Israel on trips and 
pilgrimages are interested in Israel so that they may convert part of 
Israel. But these so-called Christians feel that they are now Israel and 
have all of the promises. They want to convert you. What we 
understand is that all of God's promises to Israel stay with Israel.' It 
was a brief but nice conversation. He was interested in the DVD. I 
mentioned a few things to him from the DVD regarding Lord 
Beaconsfield and the 1878 Berlin Congress, Petah Tikva, the 
Balfour Declaration, 1948 and the 1967 war, and that all of these 
events are documented and they are fulfillments of God's 
prophecies. I said, 'Watch this—you will appreciate it.' He gave me 
his business card. I did not have anything to give to him but I have 
his e-mail and I will be writing to him this evening. 

"It was nice as were all of the events of the week leading to this 
wonderful convention and seeing my dear family here to be able to 
share things about the 'bright shining.' One tremendous manifes-
tation of the 'bright shining,' which the world sees but does not 
understand, is the reestablishment of Israel. Not only do we see it but 
we can share how joyous this is. I appreciate Sr. Estelle taking the 
first step. She heard the word Israel and she was on it. I was just the 
guy stumbling in right behind her. It is wonderful to have all of the 
brethren here. I think this is the first time for all of these brethren to 
be in a room together. It is a wonderful blessing." 

Testimonies at Portland, OR August 5 

Almost 92—Memories and Hopes 
Sr. Edith Chandler, Portland (OR) Area Bible 
Students 
"How wonderful it is to be here... When I was 
about seven years old and we lived in 
Texas...the Bible was new to me and we were in 
a little congregation called the Church of God. 
The people were warm and sweet to one 
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another. We got down on our knees when we prayed. Those years 
were wonderful. When I was ten years old we came up here. It was 
as though a cold wind blew over us. Dad could not find a church 
where they would wash feet. It would have done no good to tell dad 
that maybe another service might be more helpful to others because 
washing feet did not make sense in this part of the country. He could 
not see it. We did not have a church affiliation. I went to many 
churches while in grade school in Clackamas, Oregon, but they did 
not welcome me at all. Mom and dad did not socialize; we had no 
one for dinner... Up here no one was 'good enough' because if dad 
heard someone use a swear word we could not associate with them 
anymore. There were not many people around anyway. It was a 
lonely isolated life from age ten and on. Not until I met Br. Murray 
[husband] did life begin to open up and I heard the beautiful Truth. 
After some ups and downs I realized how beautiful it was... 

"I want to express my appreciation to the brethren who put this 
convention on. I ran into Sr. Carolyn Fiorillo whose back was wet 
because she had been working so hard carrying books. That really 
struck me—how much brethren labor that we do not know about. 
Even though we do not get to a lot of meetings because of our age, 
we love you brethren. We are glad to see some who we do not see 
often. Thank you, dear Br. Jezuit, for the wonderful discourse—it 
was what I needed and what I am working on—self discipline. That 
is a hard one you know. The Bible says, "He that is slow to anger 
is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit, than he that 
taketh a city." (Proverbs 16:32) I know that is true dear brethren. 
I am almost 92 and that is a big order. The Lord expects us to work 
on it. We can work on it and we are trying to do that. Although I have 
not been able to attend many meetings, the Lord has fed me with his 
Word and with the writings of the dear Pastor. Not one thing is left 
out of our diet. The Lord provides it all... 

"The other day...I sat in my chair and was feeling bad all day 
because I was thinking back over my life. Everywhere I went over 
my life...no matter where I looked I could see nothing but sadness. 
That threw me into a depression. I prayed, 'Oh my God, I know there 
is going to be a Kingdom but what about now? It is just so sad.' Then 
I prayed for the Lord to help me not to be like that. It came to my mind 
what was said about not looking back. Looking back was just a 
graveyard full of the people that I have loved. God has taken care 
of it and I want to dwell on the future. The Apostle Paul said we 
should look ahead not back. If we look ahead we see the promises 
and they comfort our hearts. I ask an interest in your prayers that I 
will learn needed lessons well, especially the lesson not to be 
judgmental...Our judgment is so small. Let us give others the benefit 
of the doubt. I pray that every one of you make your calling and 
election sure." 

"The LORD Knows the Experiences We Need" 
Br. Tim Allen, Associated Bible Students of Portland (OR) 
"... I want to share with you from the 'Precious Promises' [booklet]—
something I am sure most of you do not leave home without. Most 
of my pages now are earmarked. Isaiah 62:2, 3 
says, "...thou shalt be called by a new 
name,...Thou shalt also be a crown of glory in 
the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of thy God." From R4914 is: `So the 
church in the hand of God is the church in the 
hand of divine power. That power will use the 
Church, and she will be crowned with 
glory...reflecting to all eternity the workmanship of our God... The 
church is to be displayed before men as 'a thing of beauty and a joy 
forever'—God' s handiwork.' The Lord knows the experiences that 
we need. 

"Brethren I thank you for all of your prayers. I pray for you I thank 

See Brethren page 6 
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the heavenly Father that he has included me in his plan as well as each 
of you. He is powerful enough to sustain us through this time. We 
look forward to this 'hope' that we learn about every day." 

"Together on this Journey Towards Zion" 
Sr. Jean Kirkham, North Seattle (WA) Bible Students 
"It has been a lovely experience to be with all of you and to feast on 
the 'meat' that has been given us from the platform. I have much 

purifying of heart and mind to do this side of 
the vail. I ask an interest in your prayers along 
this line, that, by his grace, I may finish the 
work which he has begun in me. I know he will 
give me every opportunity to do so. I praise his 
holy name continually. I mainly wanted to 
testify to his goodness and to bring the love of 
Br. Thomas Canell. He loves getting to on-line 

meetings and he likes to be at conventions but he has not been well 
according to the flesh of late. He wanted his special love given; 
please accept that knowing it comes from a clean heart and a desire 
to serve him as well—as we continue together on this journey 
towards Zion..." 

"To See my LORD and be in His Arms" 
Sr. Joy Blackman, Salem (OR) Bible Students 
"...I want to raise my voice and praise my heavenly Father for 
honoring me with the privilege of being in this family. A thought 

from the Pastor's writings that stuck with me 
was that God's object in gathering the little 
flock is to make them an everlasting 
monument to his goodness to angels and men. 
That is you and me, dear brethren. How we 
want to bring honor to the great God of the 
universe. He called us to this marvelous light. 
So often we feel that his son Jesus has carried 

us over the veil of tears and placed us under the wings of God's 
protecting care. We feel this continually. I have my traveling buddy 
by my side—Sr. Betty Jahn. I do not know what I would do if I did 
not have her. She always takes care of things and lines up everything. 
I thank the Lord for her and for each one of you. If you could 
remember me in your prayers as I do desire to be faithful—to see my 
Lord and be in his arms. I desire that for you too brethren. I am weak 
in myself but I know the Lord will provide." 

"Who Shall Ascend to the Hill of the LORD?" 
Br. Bruine Hack, Portland (OR) Area Bible Students 
"...Tomorrow we will cover the question that reads, "Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the LORD?" (Psalm 24:3, 4) ...Many years ago, 
I had an experience that relates to this question. Growing up in 
Chicago, there was no desert land but I once had an opportunity to 
go out into the desert in California. Young and full of vigor, I did 
not know anything about the desert but I knew to take a lot of water—
about forty pounds. I headed out alone to what seemed to be a nearby 
hill, but getting there took almost the whole day. From a distance, 
the hill looked smooth but it was actually a boulder field... The sun 
was going down as I trekked up a couple of hundred yards. Realizing 
that I needed to find a flat place to camp, I took off my pack, set it 
down on a rock and climbed up further. After watching the sunset, 
I looked back and had no idea where my pack was. Everything 
looked the same. It was a challenging moment. I systematically 
searched and found the pack. The next morning—even though I 
never do such a thing—I opened up the Bible to see if there was a 
message for me. There it was: Psalm 24:3, 4, "Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart..." It did not say anything about 

being strong, young, confident or assertive." 

"My Brethren Grow Dearer to Me Every Year" 
Sr. Barbara Jezuit, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"I can do nothing more than praise the Lord for all the way that he 
has kept me. It was 59 years ago today that I symbolized my 
consecration to the Lord. His keeping power 
and guiding hand in my life grow more 
wonderful every year. To be here with the 
brethren at this convention is another 
highlight of the year. I bring special love from 
Sr. Marie Jezuit. She loves to recall the 
wonderful experiences traveling with Br. 
Edmund years ago—to this area as well as 
Seattle. Sr. Marie does well but misses Br. 
Edmund...believing the Lord was merciful in taking him when he did 
so that he did not suffer. She appreciates being able to talk with 
brethren by phone and to have studies with some isolated sisters. 
This is an example to us... I praise the Lord for his goodness, love and 
mercies to me through the years. Please keep me in your prayers that 
I can be more faithful in the covenant that I made with the Lord and 
be more of an example to the brethren of one who is trying to live 
more pleasing to the Lord. My brethren grow dearer to me every year 
and I can assure you of my prayers." 

Living Close to Our Heavenly Father 
Sr. Shirley Evans, Portland (OR) Bible Students 
"It has been a lovely convention... The fellowship has been great.... 
We enjoyed the open program and the long intermissions because 

much of the convention is being with our 
brethren who we may see only once a year... In 
Br. Jerry Leslie's welcome address he said that 
`What will be brought out this weekend are 
treasured Truths—a legacy brought down to 
us.' Then he added, 'Let the elders know that 
their labors were not in vain.' This is the first 
time I met Br. Ed Grabner. I did appreciate his 
discourse on 'Teachers and Teaching.' He 

stressed that we have to practice and train now if we hope to be a 
teacher later. Br. Bob Gray's theme discourse emphasized the 
thought of 'the power wash:' we have to be motivated to be willing 
to be power washed and to recognize how much of our thoughts, 
words, actions and motivations are to be power washed now... I 
enjoyed Br. Art Jezuit' s talk on 'Discipline,' and his thought, 'In 
order to see the vista, we have to climb the hill.' We want to stay on 
top of that mountain and enjoy the vista God has given us. We are 
the only ones who understand what is happening in the world today, 
which allows us to receive God's peace. The trait of discipline ties 
in with Br. Dan Larson' s talk, 'Daniel, the Beloved ofJehovah.' Why 
was he beloved? God could depend on him because he was 
disciplined. This afternoon's study brought to the forefront that the 
Lord's program goes on and nothing we can do or say will change 
it. The only thing that can change is where we fit into that plan. 
Viewing the part of the movie ['Gospel of John'] that Br. Bob Gray 
presented, I thought, 'How lonely Jesus was.' No one understood 
him. The people could not figure him out. The only one he was truly 
close to was his heavenly Father. That is whom he strove to please. 
This should be a lesson to us. Sometimes our brethren do not 
understand us. But if we live close to the heavenly Father—that is 
what counts." 

Convention of Over 1,000 Brethren in Poland 
Sr. Irena Gawronski, Puget Sound (WA) Bible Students 
"My youngest daughter Johanna and I went to Poland this year to 
see the family... We attended the convention in Budziarze, a village 



in Poland. It was beautiful because it is the only convention left in 
the village where everything is prepared by the brethren—all the 
meals, sleeping in cabins and other 
arrangements. There were over one thousand 
brethren. Eighteen...symbolized their 
consecrations. This was done in a small lake 
that is owned by the ecclesia. It was a huge 
blessing for us—the largest convention that 
we have attended in our lives—even larger 
than the International Convention. We saw 
how many sacrifices the brethren made in serving us...attending to 
everyone's needs and cooking for such large numbers. They 
acquired pots from the military. Every meal was prepared on site. 
The temperatures were in the range of 100 degrees and above. This 
gives you an idea how hard it was to prepare the meals on site, but 
the brethren did it..." 

"We Teach Not Merely in Word" 
Br. Ed Grabner, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"We appreciated the blessings of the weekend and especially 
enjoyed the testimonies. I do not want to detract from that but wanted 

to follow up on a point from our considerations 
last night in the form of a testimony. It was a 
profound lesson for me...Do we teach only in 
word? No, we can teach also by our actions, our 
conduct. The Apostle Paul noted that they had 
the very example of his life. It spoke important 
lessons to those who witnessed his life. It 
should be the same in our case. The Expanded 

Biblical Comments gives the thought that worshipping 'in spirit and 
in truth' find its expression in all the acts and words of life.' 

"One of our activities of late is to occasionally grab the golf clubs 
and go out on the course—to get exercise, like a walk in the park. 
It is not a big interest but it helps me get away. I was out on the course 
and walked fast to catch up to men who were graduates of the 
University of Illinois... I asked what they were taking in school and 
tried to learn what they were planning for the future. It is amazing 
how education has elevated many people... The interesting thing 
that was occurring relates to the thought of how we communicate by 
the conduct of our lives, not by our words... We all carry communi-
cation devices around with us now. Mine has no cover on it, just 
buttons... While I was walking, it was dialing Br. Dan and Sr. Kathy 
Beard and leaving six-minute messages of gobbledygook. It would 
dial, go for awhile and hang up and dial again... It did this six separate 
times I discovered. Sr. Kathy called and said, 'Who is this?' She 
could not figure out what was going on and thought maybe someone 
was in trouble. I appreciated her response and that she followed this 
call with further assistance. The lesson was that we could be 
communicating in ways we are not aware of. We teach not merely 
in word... We are to be circumspect and careful of the impressions we 
leave others. We are striving to serve the Lord in spirit and in truth 
in all the acts and words of our lives. The world is watching us—or 
listening to us—and will be left with an impression. We trust and 
hope that ours will be helpful for them in the Kingdom." 

Testimonies at Nigeria, Africa August 21-23 

Courage 
Br. Lazarus Ukpai, Onitsha (Nigeria) 
Ecclesia 
"Thanks be to God the Almighty for granting 
Br. Jim Watkins the courage and means to be 
able to attend our General Convention. There 
are economic, political, religious and social 
problems in the country which would have 

7 
made his coming impossible but he overlooked them. We are happy 
for his coming. Also, I thank God for using Br. Cajetan Egbu to move 
the Nigeria Bible Students movement forward and for the success of 
this convention. Glory be unto his name." 

Attending Convention Despite Regional Unrest 
Br. Maurice E. Uzor, Ohoba (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"There had been serious disorder in my village since the beginning 
of this year. The problem touched every aspect 
of our lives—economically and otherwise. 
Some brethren who wanted to be at this 
convention were unable to come because they 
were affected. Some ran to other places to take 
refuge because of hardship caused by the two 
warring occultist groups in the village. Some 
people died of it. I thank God for making it 
possible for some of us to be able to attend this 
convention in spite of the problem. May the Almighty Jehovah be 
glorified in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord." 

Encouraged by Children's Consecrations 
Br. Linus Obiero, Agwa (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"I thank God for the success of this convention. I symbolized my 
consecration in August 2000 after coming to the Truth through the 
ministry of Br. Cajetan Egbu. I am so glad today because my two 
children, Br. Wisdom and Sr. Precious Obiero, symbolized their 
consecrations during this General Convention. Since I consecrated 
my life to do the will of God, things have been working out well for 
me." 

Thanks to Brethren 
Br. Linus U. Enwerfuzo, Onitsha (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"I thank God for what he has done for me this 
year 2009. I would have been a dead person by 
now but God said, 'No.' I was attacked by 
typhoid fever which touched my liver and was 
diagnosed through a test in the laboratory. 
God helped me through the caring workers at 
the All Angels Hospital in Onitsha. I thank all 
the brethren both in Nigeria and USA who 
prayed and assisted me financially." 

Fertile for Harvest Work 
Br. Peter U. Eke, Aba 1 (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"I am grateful unto the Lord for granting me this chance to meet 
brethren again from different parts of Nigeria and a brother from 
Ohio, US... I am now calling members all over Nigeria to come 
together and unite ourselves for the Harvest work ahead because 
Nigeria is one of the most fertile lands in Africa. Working together 
in the farmland will hopefully result in great reaping." 

Joy in My Heart 
Br. Anthony Olinya, Abuja (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"I have a joy in my heart flowing like a river 
because of the success of this convention. The 
Lord is my comforter and he is abiding in me 
as I am trusting in him. I thank him for 
everything and for making it possible for 
brethren to visit us here in Nigeria. May the 
Lord's name be praised." 

Symbolized Consecration Today 
Br. Dike C. Esiaga, Aba 1 (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"I thank God for making it possible for me to symbolize my 

See Brethren page 8 
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consecration today and for me and my wife to be members of Nigeria 
Bible Students. I also thank Br. Bill Dutka who introduced me to Br. 
Peter U. Eke from the Aba 1 Ecclesia. May God bless all that attended 
this convention..." 

Convention—in Spite of Hard Economy 
Br. Godwin Adiele, Okpualangwa (Nigeria) Ecclesia 

"I thank God on behalf of my family and 
ecclesia for making it possible for us to come 
to this convention in spite of the hard 
economy...We are happy to be in this 
convention to see brethren from different parts 
of Nigeria. I am happy for the privilege granted 
me to serve the brethren. Brethren, join me to 
thank and praise the Almighty Jehovah." 

Thanks God for His Kind Providences 
Sr. Georgelyn Egbu, Ibadan (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"My heart is full of joy because of the success of this convention. I 
thank God the Almighty for his journey mercy to his children 
throughout Nigeria. I thank God on behalf of 
my husband, Br. Cajetan, for his travel and for 
our beloved Br. Jim Watkins who came all the 
way from the United States to encourage the 
brethren in Nigeria. I thank God for his 
providences, kindness and love towards us. I 
thank him for making me to find favor with our 
medical director in the hospital where I am 
working. He grants me permission whenever I want to do anything 
concerning service to God and the brethren. May the name of 
Jehovah be praised forever in Jesus' name. Amen." 

Abundant Blessings through our King Jesus Christ 
Br. Cajetan Egbu, Ibadan (Nigeria) Ecclesia 
"Glory be to the name of our heavenly Father—the almighty 
Jehovah and our King Jesus Christ for the success of this General 
Convention of the Nigeria Bible Students. I 
also thank the Miami Valley Bible Students, 
the Oakland County Bible Students and others 
who prayed and assisted in one way or the other 
for the success of this convention...We are 
highly encouraged by Br. Jim Watkins' 
physical presence with us. God will bless you 
all for your labor of love. I still thank God for 
all the brethren all over Nigeria for coming to this General 
Convention. My prayer is for God to grant us journey mercies back 
to our places and reward all with abundant blessings through our 
Savior and King Jesus Christ. Amen." 

All 49 of the brethren who symbolized their consecrations during 
this Nigerian General Convention testified in different ways 
expressing their thankfulness to God. 11:1 

Entered Into Rest From page 3 
■Br. Charles H. Gill, who studied with the Columbus, OH Ecclesia 
the last 15 years, died on May 3 at age 90. He first heard the Truth 
while a Jehovah's Witness in the late 
1970s through the Dawn magazine 
and the Fort Worth Bible Students. He 
frequently witnessed to his friends and 
neighbors about the Harvest message. 
Br. Chuck had rare insight into the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin as a 
survivor of the Omaha Beach invasion 
and the Battle of the Bulge in World 
War II. It troubled him that he survived 
both campaigns when over ninety 
percent of his fellow soldiers were 
either killed or wounded. A widower, 
Br. Chuck was preceded in death by three wives. Br. Todd Alexander 
had his funeral May 7 with 25 in attendance. 

Inn David Stoikes died unexpectedly of a heart attack at age 70 
on June 26. Isolated in Ft. Wayne, Indiana during recent years, he 
continued weekly studies over the phone with brethren from 
Jamesville, Wisconsin, his first ecclesia. He was originally a 
Jehovah's Witness until the day his father-in-law Br. Geise found a 
Volume One in a relative's attic. Several of the family left the 
Witnesses including Br. David who consecrated in 1964 along with 
his wife Sr. Nancy. He leaves behind his wife of 45 years, Sr. Nancy 
(1601 N. Randall #38, Jamesville, WI 53545); four children: Jerome, 
Paul, Jeremy and Corintha Stoikes and seven grandchildren. Br. Paul 
Mezera, whom Br. David helped introduce to the Truth, conducted 
his memorial service July 31. 

• Br. Nando, age 70, of the Manila (Philippines) Ecclesia 
succumbed to death September 22 after suffering with diabetes, 
crippling arthritis, tuberculosis and blindness. His example of faith 
and joy in the Lord blessed the 
brethren when he sang praises to God 
in his native language, Tagalog. His 
earthly comforts were minimal as he 
lived in a converted twelve by eight 
foot packing crate with a dirt floor, one 
door and no windows. The brethren 
would bathe him, provide his 
medicine and food and arrange for his 
transportation to meetings. Previously 
affiliated with the Catholic and 
Pentecostal churches, Br. Nando was 
invited by Br. Agripino D. Polistico to 
the Bible Students' meetings in 2004 and he consecrated shortly 
thereafter. Most of his relatives are Catholic but one sister and her 
family are Jehovah's Witnesses. Some dissatisfied Witnesses who 
attended his service appreciated the loving message of hope for all 
mankind. Br. Agripino gave a witness on the Ransom, Restitution 
and Resurrection for three evenings of Br. Nando' s wake]] 

Life in a Glass Jar 
A 98 year-old woman named Irena Sendler 
died... This is her story. 

During WWII, Irena, got permission to 
work in the Warsaw Ghetto as a Plumbing/ 
Sewer specialist. She had an ulterior motive 
... being German, she knew what the Nazi's 
plans were for the Jews. Irena smuggled  

infants out in the bottom 
of the tool box she car-
ried and she had a burlap 
sack in the back of her 
truck for older children. 
She also had a dog in the 
back that she trained to 

bark when the Nazi soldiers let her in and out 
of the ghetto. The soldiers of course wanted 
nothing to do with the dog and the barking 
covered the childrens sounds... During her 
time of doing this, she managed to smuggle 
out and save 2500 young people. She was 

See Glass Jar page 17 



Chairman Mao's Tomb in Tiananmen Square, Beijing, China 

High-rise apartment buildings in fast growing Shanghai 

China From page 1 

spoken language. (This has nothing to do 
with Cantonese which has no written lan-
guage.) Simplified Chinese is the written 
form of Mandarin used on mainland China 
while Traditional Chinese is the written form 

Simplified Chinese First Volumes in an Asian 
grocery store in Columbus, Ohio 

of Mandarin used outside of mainland China 
In fact, Traditional Chinese is used in all 
other Chinese speaking nations. This differ-
ence between the two began with Chairman 
Mao's rise to power in 1949 and his efforts 
to simplify the writing of the complex char-
acters and thus make the written language 
easier to learn. Since Simplified Mandarin 
was only instituted in mainland China, the 
rest of the Chinese speaking world (Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Macau, Singapore, Malaysia 
and other countries) still use the Traditional 
Mandarin written characters. The simple 
guideline to follow is this: A Chinese person 
born and raised in mainland China after 
1950 will prefer Simplified Mandarin Chi- 

nese. One born and raised outside of main-
land China, will most likely prefer Tradi-
tional Mandarin Chinese. 

To date, the First and Second Volumes are 
translated into Simplified Chinese. Tradi-
tional Chinese versions of both will soon 
follow. Sr. Ching Delon, a consecrated sister 
in Australia, is editing the Traditional Chi-
nese First Volume. With the completion of 
both Chinese versions, Chinese speaking 
peoples around the world will have the op-
portunity to be introduced to the Harvest 
Message either in print or on the Internet. 

In a heartwarming moment earlier this 
year—during 
the final stages 
of the transla-
tion of the Sec-
ond Volume 
into Simplified 
Chinese—we 
received a 
phone call from 
the translator 
who was very 
moved by the 
content of Chap-
ter 9 "The Man 
of Sin." He de-
clared, "All 
Chinese people 
should hear this 
message." He 
agreed to help 
develop a distri-
bution plan for 
the Volumes to 
Chinese speak-
ing people 
within the United States. 

The distribution strategy he recom- 
mended is three fold: a) placing the First 
Volumes in Asian grocery stores in the free 

literature area, 
b) placing ad- 
vertisements in 
two Chinese 
newspapers to 
advertise the 
First Volume 
along with the 
eLearning First 
Volume web- 
site, and c) buy- 
ing Internet 
keyword adver- 
tising to drive 
traffic to the 
www.chinese- 
biblestudy.com  
website. As 
noted above, 
after less than 
one month of 
keyword Inter- 
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net marketing, the eLearning Chinese First 
Volume has 120 individuals signed up, from 
as far away as Hong Kong, Malaysia, Tai-
wan, mainland China and Singapore. 

Through the generosity of a brother, we 
have been able to offer several Chinese First 
Volumes free of charge by placing them in 
the free literature area of a large Columbus, 
Ohio Asian grocery store. Over 200 First 
Volumes have been distributed in this man-
ner in the last ten weeks. The store manager 
is so excited about having the books that he 
asked for additional copies and has offered 
to deliver them to his two stores in other 

major Ohio cities. The encouraging part is 
that those who take the books are guaranteed 
to understand Simplified Mandarin and, af-
ter browsing the book in the store, are more 
likely to have already determined that they 
are interested in the message. We have been 
told that the First Volume with its illustra-
tions is the best quality Christian literature 
available in Simplified Chinese. We believe 
that there are three things that can happen 
when a First Volume finds its way to a home 
reading Simplified Chinese. It could be a) 
studied, b) shipped back to family in China 
or c) put on the bookshelf for future use. 
With its beautiful printing, binding and full 
color fold-out chart, we do not expect it to be 
discarded. If any brethren in the USA would 
like to inquire about the availability of this 
work in their city, please send an e-mail to 
toddnalex@aol.com . 

Additional efforts including trips are be-
ing planned for which we would sincerely 
appreciate an interest in the brethren's 
prayers. We pray for the Lord's blessing on 
each of the Volumes as they enter the homes 
of those interested. 0 



Br. Khurrsino 

An African Harvest Safari 
10 

Br. Khurrsino Miranda of India spent six 
weeks in Kenya, Malawi, Uganda and South 
Africa to locate, serve and uplift the 
brethren. We are pleased to give our readers 
his report on the situations and welfare of 
our African brethren. 

It began as a suggestion from Br. Larry 
Davis to go to Kenya and Malawi to train the 
brethren in each area with the 53 Lessons, 
which some are already using as a Harvest 
Truth teaching aid, and to give spiritually 
strengthening discourses on Consecration. 
In November 2008 Br. Jjuuko Eliezer of 
Uganda expressed his desire for me to attend 
the first convention in Kampala in May 
2009. I had been planning a second visit 
to South Africa with Br. Dean Oswell and Br. 
Israel Loji to serve and encourage the breth-
ren in the Harvest work. This invitation 
presented the opportunity for a combined 
trip to four African countries totaling around 
six weeks time. With prayer and communi-
cation my wife and I received the courage to 
take this step of sacrifice for the brethren's 
sake and the Harvest work. Thus, the time 
came for my departure after many testing 
moments acquiring the four required visas. 
My passport went from embassy to embassy. 
In fact, the final visa from the South African 
embassy reached my hands at my stopover in 
Mumbai (via courier) on the day of my 
departure. 

Nairobi 

With my stomach full of butterflies this 
`unprofitable servant' of the Lord [Luke 
17:10, "So likewise ye, when ye shall have 

done all those things 
which are com-
manded you, say, We 
are unprofitable 
servants: we have 
done that which was 
our duty to do."] 
embarked on this trip 
with the loving words 

of encouragement from many brethren far 
and wide. The flight to Nairobi, Kenya was 
a trial as my gout pain was acute, almost 
bringing me to tears. By the Lord's grace, I 
reached Nairobi at 6:30 am on April 1. 

I was warmly Isl greeted by Br. 
George 
Thiongo. He 
took me to the 
Hillocks Club 
Inn located in 
an industrial 
area outside the 
city center. It 

was nice, quiet and affordable. At an ex-
tended breakfast, Br. George and I discussed 
the purpose of my trip and the 53 Lessons 
Bible Study. He runs a ministry called 
Agape Fellowship and has four churches in 
the slums of Nairobi. He has a deep thirst for 
knowledge and an understanding of the 
Truth of God's Word. He desires to teach the 
Truth, rather than just make a hue and cry in 
what is called worship in most of the nomi-
nal churches today. 

The first two evenings were devoted to 
introducing and presenting the 53 Lessons 
in capsule form. There was an encouraging 
reaction, especially from Br. George. He told 
me he would spend much time in studying 
the lessons and asked me to come to Nairobi 
April 12, which I did, and spoke on, "Our 
Lord's Last Moments on the Cross" at two 
churches. I had more fellowship with Br. 
George—discussing and clarifying issues 
from the Scriptures, such as the place of 
women in the church and the need for head 
coverings for sisters. It seems to be ne-
glected. I quoted I Corinthians 11:15 and 
when I showed them verse 5 it was a revela-
tion to them. 

I left some funds for Br. George to join Br. 
David Mutei to come to the Uganda Con-
vention in May, believing it would be an 
encouraging step forward in his progress in 
the Truth. Br. David Mutei who has had a 
knowledge of the Truth for some years 

Brs. Joseph, Khurrsino and David Mutei 

through his original association with the 
late Br. Gilbert Rice, came to Nairobi on 
April 2 to take me to the next sector of the 
Kenya visit. 

Eldoret Area 

Traveling by shuttle minibus, we went to 
Nakuru, three hours from Nairobi, and were 
welcomed by Br. Joseph who took us to our 
hotel room. We hired a taxi and traveled 
through what seemed like desert land, 
bordering on the National Park, to a place 
called Kongasis. We passed groups of zebra 
on the way. It was a poor village and Br. 
Joseph's church was a mud shed. We met 
with the little group and shared a few points 

Br. Mutei' s church with the Divine Plan chart 
hanging outside 

on salvation. Br. David Mutei was to visit 
there every week beginning in June to train 
Br. Joseph and a few leaders on the 53 
Lessons. We gave Br. Joseph a Divine Plan 
chart measuring eleven feet by six feet, 
which he could place on the little church's 
walls. He introduced an 'elder' of the church 
who was female. I told him that the Bible 
does not permit the selection of women to 
lead or teach the church. He was a little taken 
aback but later saw the point. 

In the morning we shuttled from Nakuru 
to Eldoret where I was to spend two days with 
the church of Br. David Mutei at a place 
called Mossoriot, about 35 kms [22 miles] 
from Eldoret where he serves every Sunday. 
He also continues to make visits to other 
areas to witness as his financial resources 
permit. Again, the issues of women's head 
coverings were addressed as well as the in-
troduction of the 53 Lessons which Br. David 
was to again lead one lesson a week begin-
ning in June, as in Kongasis, just noted. I 
presented him another large Divine Plan 
Chart which made him happy. I then met 
with some of the leaders and had fellowship, 
while encouraging them to patiently study 
the 53 Lessons. I met with a young pastor 
from Kitale named Charles Yegon to whom 
I gave another CD of the lessons with his 
promise that he would follow strict order 
while studying. Again, Br. David was to visit 
him once a week from June to guide him 
through the lessons. Then on the morning of 
April 6, I met with Br. Pius who had come 
from Bungoma to transport me. 

Bungoma Area 

We traveled for approximately three hours 
to the location where we were able to plan for 
training the next day, as we had arrived too 
late for training this day. 

The next day, April 7, was a blessing. 
During the previous night, I had a sudden 
bout of burning fever, chills and gout pain 
that had me pleading with the Lord for grace 
and relief. I wondered if I would be able to 
get out of bed that following morning. By 
his grace, in the early morning the fever 
broke into a sweat, the pain stopped and I Meeting with Br. George 



Enjoying the previously seized lunch 

slept. I awoke to have a cold water shower. 
It was a miracle. 

The training went well that day with some 
40 to 50 attending—pastors and teachers 
from nearby churches. We covered in brief 
from the beginning to lesson number 11. 
Then we stopped for lunch. It began raining 
heavily and, since lunch had not arrived, we 
began a question session, during which we 
had questions on salvation, a woman's place 
in the church, the apostles today—a refer-
ence based on Ephesians 4:11 and Acts 
14:14. I showed them how there can only be 
"twelve apostles of the Lamb," from Revela-
tion 21:14—speaking in tongues and other 
topics. To many my answer was John 16:12, 
which elicited amused satisfaction. We 
learned that the vehicle used to bring the 

Memorial by lantern 

lunch had been seized and taken to the local 
police station due to lack of proper docu-
mentation. As part of the drama, Br. Pius and 
about nine brothers and sisters went to the 
police station and brought back the food, 
carrying the vessels themselves. Finally, 
lunch was served at 4:30 pm. They have 
received a taste of the Truth and they loved 
it. Br. Pius has embarked on the follow up 
and is now systematically conducting classes 
on a weekly basis in five separate locations. 

That evening we observed the Memorial 
in Br. Pius' home where four of us partook. 

Four others joined us to observe. It was an 
unusual and memorable experience as it was 

with the light of a lan-
tern that the service 
was conducted. Br. 
Pius' house has no 
electricity. 

On the eighth of 
April, we traveled to a 
place called Imanga, 
which involved tak- 
ing a shuttle minibus 
to Mumias and an- 
other from Mumias to 
Imanga, which was in 
the interior of the ru- 
ral area. Then, we 
walked for perhaps 
two kms [1-1/4 miles] 
through the mud 
roads and sugarcane 
fields to the location. 

We shared the concept of the 53 lessons and 
gave the discourse "Jesus' Last Moments on 
the Cross." The next day, April 9, was a 
special day because, perhaps for the first 
time in Kenya, we gave the baptismal service 
for seven candidates. They were Br. Pius 
Were and his wife Sr. Agnes, Br. David Mutei 
from Eldoret, Sr. Rose, Br. Stephen, Br. 
James and Br. Julius. It was a moving expe- 
rience, as this was the third country in which 
I was given the privilege from Our Lord and 
Master to immerse these first saints. The 
waters of the river Khalaba, near Bungoma, 
were a muddy brown, perhaps resembling 
the river Jordan. [See Summer issue 2009] 

The following day, April 10, we traveled 
early to a place called Inyesi. We received 
a warm welcome from the local pastor, who 
showed great interest and zeal to know the 
Truth. We presented the concept of the 53 
lessons Bible Study course and then gave 
the discourse "The Mark upon Cain." There 
was an encouraging response when we an-
nounced that Br. Pius would be visiting 
them once a week from June to lead the 
lessons. In fact they were so happy they 
presented me with a live chicken. 

That evening I left Bungoma for Nairobi 
by bus. I had left behind two of the large 
Divine Plan Charts, which had Br. Pius and 

The road to Imanga 
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Sr. Agnes literally jumping and exclaiming 
their joyful delight. Their present chart for 
public witnessing was the five by three, 
which we had sent to them through Br. Larry 
Davis a few years back. I also left behind the 
53 lesson CDs and paper printouts of the 
order of the Memorial service and many 
memories. In conclusion, brethren, my im-
pressions of Kenya was that people there are 
hungry to hear the Truth, receive correction 
from the Word humbly and, most of all, need 
to be slowly and systematically given the 
lessons to bring them into the marvelous 
light. I feel that Br. Pius Were and Br. David 

At Inyesi, Br. Pius, Br. Khurrsino and Pastor 
Charles 

Mutei must be encouraged and supported to 
do this work—week after week—during a 
period of one year to enable the 'wheat' to be 
manifest in Kenya. 

It was a wonderful visit and a great privi-
lege from the Lord of the Harvest. Thus it was 
that early in the morning of April 13 Br. 
David Mutei dropped me at the airport in 
Nairobi for my flight to Lilongwe in Malawi. 

Sr. Naomi, Thomson and Khurrsino 

In the Swahili language I would say, `Asante 
Sana kwa Mumgu,' which means 'Thank 
you very much 0 God' and Asante Sana kwa 
Yesu' to say, 'Thank you very much Jesus.' 

Malawi 

I left Nairobi at 8:30 in the morning and after 
a one hour stopover reached Lilongwe at 
12:20 pm. I was met at the airport by Sr. 
Naomi, who had come all the way from 
Ncheu, and the local man named Thomson 

See Harvest Safari page 12 
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Majawa and his wife Ludwin. I was taken in 
a taxi, which I was told was driven by 
Thomson' s uncle to the home of the 
Majawas, some 25 kms [17 miles] from the 
airport. The area turned out to be a very poor 
neighborhood. In the house of the Majawas, 
Thomson and Sr. Naomi began to discuss 
their plans and costs. It was all elaborate and 
astronomically expensive. I told them that 
my purpose was not to make elaborate visits 
to local churches but, rather, to spend all my 
time in training them and 
those like them who would 
be interested in Bible study. 
They seemed disappointed 
that their plans were not 
going to materialize. After 
much discussion, it was 
decided that for the events 
of April 14 and 15 in Ntcheu, 
Sr. Naomi would receive a 
certain sum of expense 
money. Similarly for April 
17 and 18 in Lilongwe, 
Thomson would receive a 
certain sum of money. 
Having handed over that 
money to them, I received a 
telephone call from Br. Bob 
Gray in the United States, 
informing us that Br. Dean Tw 
Oswell from South Africa 
had arrived at the Lilongwe airport and was 
waiting to be picked up. After a few calls, it 
was determined that Br. Dean would be 
arriving a short distance away from us. He 
was being dropped off by a helpful and kind 
co-passenger he had met on the flight. Thus, 
it was that Br. Dean joined us. 

We were taken to a nearby hotel for the 
night. After checking in we went by the taxi 
to have dinner since there was no restaurant 
nearby. We returned to the hotel to find no 
water in the bathrooms. When we inquired, 
we were casually informed there was no 
water. We immediately checked out and 
went in search of a room. We found prices to 

Traveling in the open pick up truck  

be exorbitant, more than double that in 
Kenya. We finally found a room and settled 
in, feeling dazed and shocked at the condi-
tions. It was a rather rough welcome to 
Malawi but there was more in store for us. 

Ncheu 

In the morning Sr. Naomi and Thomson 
visited us. Sr. Naomi told us to vacate the 
room as we would be on our way to Ncheu, 
Malawi. After making exchanges and 

elve interested training by the side of Sr. Naomi's h 

leaving one of our bags at the hotel we set off 
by bus to Ncheu. It was a three and one-half 
hour journey through beautiful landscape 
and open areas. There are not many people 
or population problems in Malawi. We 
reached the little town of Ncheu around 
three in the afternoon and proceeded in an 
open pickup to our place of lodging, which 
was the home of a Canadian family who 
graciously welcomed us into their home and 
offered us two little bedrooms. 

We immediately got on our way in the 
open pickup to Phaiza (pronounced Payzaa) 
where we were told a church gathering had 
been awaiting since 12:30 pm. We had 
traveled in the wind and almost like the wind 
to find a small group of people making a 
song and dance commotion of welcoming 
us. On the way we had picked up Br. Fredrick 
who had been waiting for our arrival by the 
road at a certain spot, for many hours. He 
knew little English and spoke the local lan-
guage—Chichewa. He had a First Volume 
with him which he showed me with ad-
dresses and phone numbers on the front and 
back blank pages but which had the printed 
portion of the pages looking relatively un-
touched. The Volume was in the hand but 
not in the forehead. 

The meeting was short as the light was 
fading and there was no electricity in the 
area. I made a short introduction of the 53 

lessons Bible Study course, covering les-
sons one to five and told them of the training 
to be held the next whole day at Sr. Naomi's 
house. We extended an invitation to any 
seven leaders to come with us, offering to 
pay for their travel costs. The meeting con-
cluded with the 'bishop' or "chief —also 
referred to as 'the king'—and the donor of 
the church land, making little welcome 
speeches. The bishop invited us to his home 
for dinner where in the light of a lamp dinner 
was served. He gave me a letter from the 

bishop detailing the vari-
ous needs for completing 
the church building. Thus 
it was that we returned back 
to our home for the night to 
sleep, in the chilly night air, 
with a spectacular view of a 
sky studded with stars, 
bringing to mind the great 
Truth exclaimed by the 
prophet David in Psalms 
19:1. 

The next day we awoke 
and went to Sr. Naomi's 
house for breakfast. The 
bishop arrived and wanted 
to know my reaction to his 
letter of request. I told him 
frankly that, as recorded in 

ouse the Bible, we did not in- 
volve ourselves in the 

building of buildings but rather in the build-
ing of people. He was a little taken aback but 
apparently got the point and made a hasty 
exit. 

We soon had nine brothers and two sisters 
arrive for training. We had a wonderful time 
which thrilled my heart that day. We were 
finally speaking to the 'wheat' of Malawi. 
They were astonished and excited to hear the 
Truths unfolding from the Bible as I ex-
plained the lessons from the beginning to 
number five: "The Keys to Unlock the 
Bible," "The Mystery of the Cross," "The 
Divine Plan of the Ages," and a few points on 
salvation and the two salvations. The day 
was fruitful and we agreed among the group 
that I would send two brothers, who know 

Sr. Naomi wishing Brs. Dean and Khurrsino 
goodbye at the airport 



Br. Israel 

English well, two parcels of lessons—which 
I did—and they would share them with the 
others in the group. I took their e-mails and 
reminded them of Proverbs 11:24,25, "...he 
that watereth shall be watered also him- 
self" I also encouraged them to write to me 
of all their doubts and questions. I finally 
introduced Br. Dean to them and spoke of the 
possibility of his visiting them in two or 
three months. They were happy and went 
home excited by what they had heard. We 
left Ncheu the next day, April 16, in the 
morning and headed for Lilongwe. We left 
behind a large Divine Plan Chart with Sr. 
Naomi and some lessons CDs. 

Lilongwe 

Arriving back in Lilongwe, Malawi around 
12:30 pm on April 16, we hired a taxi and 
made our way to the hotel. We were 
expecting Thomson Majawa and wanted to 
make it clear that we had no plans to visit any 
churches but would rather spend all our time 
and resources in training him and a few other 
interested individuals. We had a surprise in 
store for us. When Thomson arrived I 
explained all this to him; he told me all the 
money previously given to him had already 
been spent for his expenses and food. Only 
a few Kwachas were left. We questioned him 
about his doctrinal beliefs and he revealed 
that he believed the soul does not die, that 
Jesus is God and that second death is a 
condition of being everlastingly tormented. 
Br. Dean and I took a taxi to his house and 
collected the little that remained of what had 
been purchased as well as the chart and the 
lesson CD I had given him and made our way 
back. It was a shocking experience. 

We awoke on April 17 with the plan and 
prayer to search for interested people in 
Lilongwe. Br. Dean left at 11:30 am to make 
door to door visits while I remained to write 
reports. Br. Dean returned at 2:30 pm after 
having visited some 25 houses, introducing 
the offer of the Bible study course and invit-
ing them to a class at our hotel in the evening 
at 6:00 o' clock. We set up the room fora class 
with the chart fixed on the wall and waited 
till 6:30 pm. No one came but there were four 
messages on the mobile phone—apologies 
from those not able to attend. At around 6:45 
pm a father and son came— Alex and his son. 
After some introductions and his inquiries of 
our purpose in Malawi, we began with lesson 
number one, "Key to Unlock the Bible." 
Alex was surprised and rejoiced to get the 
Truth. We left him with notes for lessons 
zero through two and have promised to send 
him more when he finishes them. The next 
day, April 18, a young boy named Daniel 
came in at 11:00 am and we gave him the 
same class and the notes and exchanged e-
mail addresses. Thus, there was a small  

beginning in Lilongwe which left Br. Dean 
with hope that he could return again to 
Malawi to develop these interests. We flew 
out of Malawi on April 19 for South Africa. 

South Africa 

South Africa is a different world from other 
parts of Africa. After arriving in 
Johannesburg we took the next flight to 
Durban. Br. Dean's wife Angel picked us up 
and we drove to his home where I was to 
spend the next two weeks. The weather and 
sights were lovely. I met the only other 
consecrated brother, Br. Israel Loji, the next 
day. He is actually from Congo and is 
presently a refugee in South Africa. He has 
been consecrated three years and is 

struggling to make a 
living as good jobs 
with salaries are out of 
the reach of refugees. 
He is required to work 
12 hours a day as a 
security guard in the 
docks of Durban. Last 
year he watched his 
beloved wife of four 

years, die of tuberculosis. By the Lord's 
grace and the strengthening influence of the 
Truth, he is now recovering from the trauma 
and is involved in a wonderful service of the 
truth. Br. Israel has completed translating 30 
of the 53 lessons into French. His laptop was 
damaged a month before our visit—the LCD 
screen ceased to work. We made inquires 
regarding the possibility of repairing it but 
were informed that the cost would be close 
to that of a new one. By the Lord's grace and 
the sacrifices of brethren, we will have a new 
laptop soon, the cost of which is spread over 
24 months. We hope that Br. Israel will be 
able to continue and complete this special 
work. I made copies on my computer and on 
CD of the 30 lessons he had translated to take 
to Uganda for Br. Jjuuko Eliezer. Br. Jjuuko 
had told me that there were new Congo 
brethren he was teaching who would be 
delighted to receive French lessons as they 
read and speak French. 

Br. Israel has also been making attempts 
to witness the concepts of the lessons in 
French to some of his Congolese friends in 
Durban. This gave us the opportunity to visit 
the home of a couple by the name of Elise and 
Janet, who were delighted to hear lessons 
one to three: "The Keys to Unlock the Bible," 
and "The Mystery of the Cross – Parts one 
and two." We have hope that this couple 
may develop in the lessons as they are wa-
tered by Br. Israel and Br. Dean. We also met 
and shared two lessons with two other indi-
viduals, who were both named Didier. 

Br. Dean's work schedule is demanding, 
beginning at 6:00 am and ending at 5-8:00 

13 
pm, including Sundays and public holidays 
during the summer months of October through 
April. He works as life guard and pool 
supervisor at the government run swimming 
pool in North Durban. While he does get 
opportunities for some personal study at 
work, these working hours and those of Br. 
Israel do not allow them the opportunity to 
have a regular Sunday worship. It is under 
these difficult and challenging circum-
stances... that Br. Dean and Br. Israel are 
"working out their salvation in fear and 
trembling." I spent many days alone in Br. 
Dean's home while he was at work preparing 
the two discourses I was to give at the con-
vention in Uganda. I had brief moments for 
fellowship with Br. Dean and Br. Israel, but 
I could not find an opportunity to share the 
discourses I had with me. I pray that these 
dear brethren grow and that more members 
be added unto them as per the Lord's will. 
Lord willing I hope to see them in the future. 

On May 4 Br. Dean and Br. Israel came 
with me to the airport at 9:00 am with great 
loving hearts. I then flew to Entebbe in 
Uganda via Johannesburg. 

Uganda 

I arrived at the Entebbe airport while the sun 
was setting; this long trip was reaching its 
end. I was met by Br. Jjuuko Eliezer, who 
I was delighted to see, having baptized him 
in 2007, and Br. Jackson, a newly 
consecrated brother. We made our way to 
the Diamonds Hotel, where for the next six 
days I stayed and attended the convention 
from May 6-9. On May 5, I visited Br. 
Eliezer' s home, which brought back 
memories of 2007. We enjoyed a wonderful, 
blessed convention where I had the 
privilege of meeting with Br. Jerry Leslie 
and his son Br. Aaron Leslie, of the United 
States and Br. Allen Springer from Romania. 
These were unforgettable memories of 
fellowship. 

On May 10 I ended this African Harvest 
safari with an overflowing heart of gratitude 
and thanks to our heavenly Father and our 
Master Jesus Christ for the honor to serve his 
sheep in Africa. Br. Jackson drove me to the 
Entebbe airport. I flew to Mumbai and then, 
after two 
days, to my 
home in Ban-
galore, India. 
"Iwillpraise 
thee...mar-
velous are 
thy works; 
and that my 
soul knoweth 
right well." 
Ps a 1 m Br. Khurrsino reflecting on his 
139:14 0 blessings as he returns to India 



At Nagercoil, India July 12 

Fourteen new brethren in Christ from Nagercoil, India 

t: Br. AI en pnnger, r Darnel 
and his father Br. Daniel Sr. 

Sr. Gabriella, Br Mark Grillo, their 
immerser, and Br. Brian 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye." Psalm 32:8 

Immersions 2009 	
Sr. Lidia Sot, Ecclesia of Magura Ilvei 

At Cociu, Jud. Bistrita-Nasaud, Romania May 24 
Br. Vasile Demian, Ecclesia of Cosbuc, Jud.Bistrita-Nasaud At 	Sighet, 

Romania 
August 9 

Br. 	Daniel 
Nanestean, 
Sighet Ecclesia, 
f our t h 
generation 
Bible Student. 

At Emmanuel College Owerri Imo State, Nigeria August 21-23 
The Nigerian Bible Students assembled for their 17 th  General 
Convention with over 300 in attendance. Forty-nine brethren from 
thirteen different ecclesias were immersed. Pictured on page 15. 

From Ibadan: 
Sr. Lydia Okojie 
Br. Godwin Udeagwu 

From Agwa: 
Br. S. Jerald Je Bastin, former Pentecostal 	 Br. Eugene Elu 
Br. Packeianathan, former member of Assemblies of God Church Br. Kennedy Azubuike 
Br. C Thomas, former member of Assemblies of God Church 	Sr. Eunice Abiaziem 
Br. V. Sundar Raj, former member of Assemblies of God Church Sr. Miriam Eke 
Br. C. Wilson, former member of Church of South India 	Sr. Precious Obiero 
Br. Dr. Chelladurai, former member of Church of South India 	Br. Stanley Elu 
Br. J. S. Manickaraj, former member of Church of South India 	Br. Wisdom Obiero 
Br. Robinson, Vethamani, former member of Salvation Army 
Br. A. Maria Jacob, former Roman Catholic 	 From Oron City: 
Sr. Pooma Mercilin, former Roman Catholic 	 Br. Okon B. Eduenoh 
Sr. P. Chinchu Mercilin, former Roman Catholic 	 Br. Asukwo o.Asanana 
Sr. Ponmani Suresh, former Lutheran 
Br. Franance, former Lutheran 	 From Awarra: 
Sr. Reeta, former Lutheran 	 Br. Loveday Omereji 

Br. Jonathan Emedo 
At Johnstown, PA July 21 Br. Fadinard Izeada 
Br. Brian Winkleblech, West 
Newton, PA Ecclesia, son of Sr. From Onitsha: 
Nancy 	 Br. Vincent Ukpai 
Sr. Gabriella Wittbrodt, Br. Godslove Ukpai 
Associated Bible Students 

First Row: (left to right) Brs. Costel, Iosif, Gheorghe and Srs. Lucia, Anisoara 
and Onita. Second row: Between the Srs. Anisoara and Onita is Sr. Lidia 

of Metropolitan Detroit, 
daughter of Br. David and 
Sr. Gisele, fourth 
generation to consecrate 
on her mother's side of the 
family 

At Sutor, Jud. Salaj, Romania July 26 
All received the Truth from either their parents, wife or mother. 
Picture on the right. 

Br. Costel Simion, Ecclesia of Sighet 
Br. Iosif Balanean, Ecclesia of Zalau 
Br. Gheorghe Trestian, Ecclesia of Sanpetru 
Sr. Lucia Muresan, Ecclesia of Cluj-Napoca 
Sr. Anisoara Chisu, Ecclesia of Sanpetru 
Sr. Onita Santamarean, Ecclesia of Sanmihai 



s- 4 
Brethren who symbolized their consecrations at the 17th General Convention in Nigeria, Africa 
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Brethren who symbolized their consecrations in Mettupalayam, India 

Br. Matthew Okafor 	 From Udung Uko: 
Sr. Chinyere Nwakwudo 	 Br. Martin Francis Edet 

Sr. Grace Ante Esifa 
From Okpuala Ngwa 
	

Sr. Gift Ede Osung 
Sr. Uloma Monday 

From Okobo: 
Sr. Eno Sunday James 
Sr. Julet Okon John 
Sr. Mercy Okon John 
Sr. Sarah Felix Imadu 
Sr. Sarah Ntiense Ikopbo 
Br. Michael Okon Utok 
Br. Ini Uwe Ukpong 

From Aba 1: 
Br. Dike Esiaga 

From Aba 2: 
Br. Mike Ezeani 
Br. Christopher Ignatius 

From Ohoba: 
Sr. Amarachi Uzor 
Sr. Ijeoma Obunwa 
Sr. Glory Uzor 

From Obile: 
Br. Lambert Ofurum 
Sr. Celestina Ofurum 
Br. Barnas Ihejirika 
Sr. Blessing Oparaji 
Br. Cyril Uwalaka 
Sr. Happiness Ugwuegbulem 
Br. Thank God Ugwuegbulam 
Sr. Chinedu Isinwa 

From Lagos: 
Sr. Amaka Oledibe 
Sr. Ogechukwu Oledibe 
Br. Buchi Ejezie 
Br. Chukwuka Oledibe 
Br. Idowu Shotunde 
Br. Moses Shotunde 

At Ishverya Mahal In Mettupalayam, India September 6 

Thirteen were immersed at a convention with nearly 200 in 
attendance. Those immersed attended a year of follow up classes in 
Puliakulam, Sivannandacolony, Kovaiputhoor conducted by Brs. 
Francis Paul and James. Their backgrounds include being former 
Pentecostals, Roman Catholics or members of The Church of South 
India. Some were former elders or pastors in their respective 
churches. 

Br. David 
Br. John Brito 
Br. Boobalan 
Br. Charles 
Br. Duraisamy 
Br. Pushparaj 
Br. Tilak 
Br. Leo 
Sr. Leema 
Br. Zechariah 
Br. Ravi Verma 
Sr. Selvi 
Sr. Victorial3 
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Harvest News 
"But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make fall proof of thy ministry." 11 Timothy 4:5 

2009 Printer's Row Lit Fest 
This year the Printer's Row Book Fair 
changed its name to Printer's Row Lit Fest. 
It is still sponsored by the Tribune Company 
and is consistently well managed and 
organized. The Printers Row Lit Fest was 
founded in 1985 to attract visitors to the 
Printers Row neighborhood (once the city's 
bookmaking hub). It is considered the 
largest free outdoor literary event in the 
Midwest—drawing more than 125,000 
book lovers to the two-day showcase to view 
displays of new, used and antiquarian 
books. We pray you are encouraged by the 
firsthand accounts of a few of our brethren 
who served . 

Brethren from past efforts filled the open 
time slots so quickly that no announcement 

for volunteers was 
needed. The weather 
threatened rain and 
storms, but nothing 
more than a drizzle 
ever came. We had the 
same location as in 
past years. 

New this year was 
the offering of the DVD of "Where was God 
on 9/11?" This is the PowerPoint presenta-
tion, from a few years back in Chicago, by Br. 
Bob Gray. While it has been available on the 
Chicago Bible Students web site, it has just 
recently been made into a DVD. It is amazing 
that this theme is still fresh in the minds of 
many people. It contains the explanation of 
why God permits evil. 

Also new this year was the use of a maga-
zine rack. It easily handles magazines like 
Bible Study Review, the Herald, the Ft. Worth 
Divine Plan of the Ages, and newsletters on 
current events up to 8 1/2 X 11 in size. This 
made it convenient for people to browse 
through a number of topics without taking 
up a lot of table top space. A great number 
of pieces were taken. Everything was free. 

Newly formed "Freebies" included a re-
vised version of "Who are the Bible Stu-
dents" and "billboard" calling cards. On one 
side of the card is a brief message one might 
see on a billboard. On the flip side are refer-
ences to web sites, in addition to 
chicagobible.org, that include a variety of 
current events articles, the Lord's presence 
and Revelation. Currently there is not a way 
to know the total effect or response to this 
new format. The Lord provides the increase. 

One man walked up to the display and 
recognized the material from the Alsip flea 
market that was held over a year ago, so 
people do remember. Another man exam- 

fined the six volume set and walked away. He 
came back... and walked away. He came 
back again with his wife and they both 
bought a set, so they could study together. 

It is always encouraging to see the breth-
ren that continue to return for another oppor-
tunity to serve, but it is also encouraging to 
see those who come for the first time. The 
other area of encouragement comes from 
seeing Emilia and Sebastian Knapczyinski 
[daughter and son of Br. Kris and Sr. Marta] 
return to help out at the fair. They did not 
have to be asked, they just came. How 
wonderful. 

I thank all the brethren that made this 
possible by their vote, their encouragement, 
their assistance and co-labor in the work... 

Br. Mark Kandel 

I consider it a great privilege to work at the 
book fair. It is a fantastic honor to place 

Truth literature in the 
hands of the public, 
whether it is tracts, 
booklets or Volumes. I 
have been somewhat 
shy most of my life but 
now I enjoy talking to 
people and sharing 

their experiences. 
I appreciate the zeal and enthusiasm of 

my fellow workers to place Truth literature 
in the hands of the public. This is a great one-
on-one experience to hear and share our 
beliefs and hopes. I hope to participate in 
this effort as long as I am physically able. 

Br. Erwin Kalinski 

We were again privileged to work at this 
year's booth on Saturday afternoon. The 

periodic rain and the 
recession did not seem 
to dampen the 
enthusiasm of the 
public to come out and 
view the books we had 
on display. A new 
feature of a revolving 

display rack of free literature was especially 
attractive to many who visited our booth... 

Of special interest was a man from India, 
fluent in English. He stopped to tell me of his 
success in establishing the Studies in the 
Scriptures as a core instructional aid at a 
Christian Learning Foundation in India, 
where he teaches. He told me how much he 
appreciated getting six sets of the Volumes 
at our booth in previous years, and how 
difficult it is to leave the Hindu religion and 
become a Christian in India. He was glad to 

get additional literature to take back with 
him from our display and encouraged us to 
keep holding up the Christian standard. 

One other interesting experience was with 
a man dressed in biking clothes who was 
riding down the street past many booths and 
suddenly stopped his bike in front of our 
booth. He came over to me and extended his 
hand for a handshake and said, "I want to 
greet my brother." This was a bit surprising 
but then he explained that he wanted to 
commend us for dispensing the Lord's word 
to people who need it so much today. He 
took several pieces of literature from our 
revolving stand, and placed them in his 
backpack, and rode off saying "God bless 
you." 

We were thankful for the opportunity to 
sell several sets of the Volumes to people 
who want to better understand their Bible, 
and to see the public's interest in taking 
many of the free booklets and literature on 
Bible topics. 

Br. Ed Bushlus 

We are thankful to the Lord for being able 
to be at the booth this year to tell the Truth 

to those interested in 
his Word. The free 
packets of booklets 
were quite well 
received by those who 
were not sure about the 
other material offered 
on the table, as well as 

by those who were interested to a greater 
degree. 

A Spanish woman was glad to see the free 
packet was in Spanish; and said, "There is 
not much literature like this in Spanish." 
Later on she came back to take other free 
literature from the display rack. 

An older man came and said that he has 
translated the New Testament and offered an 
excerpt from his translation. I asked if he 
knew about the Diaglott and went on to 
describe its contents, but he was not familiar 
with it. When telling him that the Greek 
word for hell means the grave, he was already 
aware of it. However, then he said there was 
a place of torment. A lengthy discussion 
ensued with my asking him: 'Where do the 
people go who have never heard about the 
true God or Jesus as the Savior? Does God 
have a plan? What about the Scripture that 
all that are in their graves shall come forth?' 
While he was not aware of all the features, he 
said he believed God had some plan for 
mankind. 

See Printers Row page 17 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"I beseech you...that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service." Romans 12:1 

New Internet Ministry 	 Ecclesia Dissolved 
Bible Study 
College 
Connection is a 
new Internet 
ministry of the 
Columbus 
Bible Students 
Ecclesia for 18-
25 year old 
Bible Student 
young people 
around the 

world. Every Sunday at 4 pm EST, ten 
rotating elders (voted on by 75 percent 
majority) will conduct 45 minute 

presentations on Truth topics to a live 
audience of young people over the Internet. 
Each presentation is followed by a 30 
minute question period. Young people are 
encouraged to connect to 
"biblestudents.acrobat.com/college " using 
the powerful web conferencing platform to 
stay connected to the Truth and to each 
other. The first two week session was held on 
September 6 and covered the subject of "The 
Great Pyramid" followed by a three week 
session series on "Creation." Numerous e-
mails testify to the benefit and 
encouragement that being connected to live 
study has provided the young people. D 

Due to the death of Sr. Elsie Hurd the 
Clinton, Connecticut Ecclesia is no longer 
in existence. The remaining three members 
are now attending the New Haven Ecclesia. 

Illustrated Volume Two 
Available 

The Time Is At Hand, Volume Two of the 
Studies in the Scriptures, in illustrated form 
is now available at a cost of $8.00 plus $3.00 
postage. Send inquires to: Horizon 
Publishers, P.O. Box 1928, New London, CT 
06320 

Printers Row From page 16 

Srs. Estera Mezera and Geri LeBlanc took 
the free booklet packets and went around to 
the different booths and in the aisles to 
distribute them to those who had an interest; 
they placed all that they could carry with 
them. 

May the Lord and his Truth continue to 
go forth to those hungering and thirsting for 
it. 

Sr. Rachel Bushlus 

For me the best part was being there and 
talking to people. By the way, Sr. Geri said 

this was her best 
experience since she 
came to Chicago five 
months ago. 

Thank you for giv-
ing us the opportunity 
to do this. May the Lord 
continue to bless the 

work you continually do in his name. 
Sr. Estera Mezera 

This was my fourth year at the Printer's Row 
Fair, along with Brs. Erwin and Mark. The 
Book Fair is a good venue to introduce 
people to God's Plan for the ages... We were 
presenting the booklet "How to Study the 
Bible and Have it Make Sense" and the 
seven-in-one Volume. Also on the table 
were various DVDs and books in different 
languages. I talked to an elderly Latino lady 
who seemed interested in learning the Bible. 
She took several free Spanish booklets and 
bought two DVDs also in Spanish. 

We never know how the seeds we plant 

will be made to grow by the Holy Spirit. At 
this time of the Harvest, we need to take all 
opportunities to plant the word. 

Br. Bob Giovannoni 

I found it to be quite an experience. I was 
impressed by the fact that this event draws so 
many people of different ethnic groups. 

I liked how the brethren approached 
people, not pushy or forceful, because I 
think most people can be turned off if it were 
the other way Thank you for introducing 
me to this function. I felt blessed. 

Sr. Joanne Haig 

"We both enjoyed being at the fair very 
much. It was a 
blessing for us to 
be able to see 
God's hand and 
overruling as the 
brethren talked 
with different 
people. We 
think this a wonderful way to witness." 

Emilia and Sebastian Knapczyinski 

We look forward to the opportunity to serve 
at the Book Fair each year. This year the 
weather looked a little unpredictable and we 
were hoping we would not get washed out, 
as we did last year on our shift. But the Lord 
provided a wonderful afternoon for people 
to be out strolling and looking at books of all 
kinds. We did not have a large number of 
people stopping at our booth, but almost 
everyone that stopped was someone that we 

were able to engage in conversation. Br. 
Mark had a lengthy witness opportunity 
with a 
Catholic 
man who 
ended up 
purchasing 
a seven-in-
one Vol-
ume, even 
after Mark 
mentioned 
our views 
on hell and 
the Trinity. He also had the unique 
opportunity of witnessing to a gorilla. This 
kind of caught the attention of passer-bys. 
Actually this was a "strolling gorilla" 
advertising for someone; he stopped and 
asked a couple of questions that led to the 
opportunity to give a witness message. 

A highlight of working at this booth the 
last couple of years was having Emilia and 
Sebastian with us. It is important for young 
people to have opportunities to participate 
in various methods of witnessing and learn 
how to approach people with the Truth. Last 
but not least, each year a couple of the 
unconsecrated brethren who live downtown 
come to visit us at the booth toward the end 
of the fair and then help us clean up and carry 
boxes to our car. This is a very helpful 
service, which we appreciated. 

Lord willing, we will have the opportu- 
nity to have this witness opportunity next 
year and personally be able to participate. 

Br. Mark and Sr. Roberta TabacO 

Glass Jar From page 8 

caught and the Nazis beat her severely break- 
ing her legs and arms. Irena kept a record of 
those she rescued in a glass jar, buried under 

a tree in her back yard. After the war, she tried 
to locate any parents that may have survived 
and reunite the families. Most had been 
gassed. Those she helped were placed into 

foster family homes or adopted. Last year 
Irena was up for the Nobel Peace Prize ...She 
was not selected. Al Gore won, for his work 
on Global Warming. 0 
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World News 
■Some economists refer to the current 
economic crisis as the "he-cession." More 
than 80 percent of American job losses since 
November have fallen on men and the 
percentages are broadly similar across 
Europe. By the end of 2009, 28 million men 
may be put out of work worldwide. The 
world is witnessing a monumental shift of 
power in the work force from men to women. 
Foreign Policy — July/August 09 

■The capture of two Japanese men with 
$1.34 billion in forged US treasury bonds 
heightened concerns about the strength of 
the dollar. A rumor that the men were 
Japanese treasury agents seeking to 
liquidate a part of Japan's dollar 
investments renewed fears that creditor 
nations could lose billions of dollars if the 
dollar continues to lose value. China and 
Japan are the US' s two largest creditors — any 
move by either to sell off dollar assets would 
cause a precipitous decline in the dollar's 
value. US Treasury Secretary Geithner drew 
laughter from a Chinese audience when he 
reassured them that the dollar is a safe 
investment. If a nation were following a 
textbook list of how to weaken its currency, 
the US appears to be following that list 
coin I letel . London Tele .f ra • h — 6/20/09 

■Treasury Secretary Geithner traveled to 
Saudi Arabia and other Middle Eastern 
countries to reassure them that the US is 
committed to deficit reduction and a strong 
dollar. Arab investment in US dollars has 
fallen as oil prices fell and governments sold 
assets to spur local growth. WSJ — 7/15/09 

■The UN Conference on Trade and 
Development recommended the revision of 
the worldwide financial system that 
manages currency exchange rates among 
countries. The conference proposed 
eliminating the reliance on one nation's 
currency (the dollar) as the world's reserve. 
The current system, established near the end 
of WWII, allows half the world to 
accumulate massive deficits and the other 
half massive surpluses. London Telegraph 
—9/7/09 

■President Obama met with the CEOs of the 
world's most powerful financial institutions 
and told them he expected them to change 
their ways and not to justify high salaries and 
bonuses for executives. The high-flying 
executive style was causing real public 
anger. At one point he said "My 
administration is the only thing between 

ou and the I itchforks." Politico — 4/3/09 

■In the six months since the Lehman 
Brothers 	bankruptcy, 	sales 	of 
antidepressants, guns and gold bullion are 
up. People are scared and there is a pervasive 
sense of anxiety. One psychologist 
characterizes the mood as a, "psychological 
pandemic of fear" as to the future of the US, 
and even mankind. WSJ — 3/12/09 

■Archeologists in Jerusalem uncovered a 
3700 year-old wall, the oldest and only one 
of its kind yet discovered. Engineers marvel 
at the ability the ancients had to place four 
to five ton boulders into straight 26-foot 
high walls without modern equipment. 
Experts believe the walls were built by the 
ancient Canaanites. CNN — 9/7/09 

■The US economy is worse than reported 
figures suggest. Through June, 7 2 million 
American workers lost their jobs since the 
start of the recession. Not counted in the 
official unemployment rate are the 
unemployed who have given up trying to 
find work and the underemployed who do 
not have full-time jobs, as well as, workers 
whose companies have required 
involuntary leave. 	The actual 
unemployment rate is 16.5 percent. WSJ — 
7/14/09 0 

Religion in the News 
■Pope Benedict XVI called for a new world 
financial order guided by Christian ethics 
and the search for the common good. In his 
third pontifical encyclical, Charity in Truth, 
Benedict called for reform of the UN and 
international economic and financial 
institutions to give poorer countries more of 
a say in international policies. The 
encyclical was issued just one day before 
leaders of the Group of Eight industrialized 
nations met to deal with the global 
economic meltdown. AP — 7/8/09 

■The new President of the European 
Parliament, Jerzy Buzek of Poland, began 
his term by saying he wants to "deepen 
dialogue with the continent's Christian 
churches." Mr. Buzek, who defines himself 
as Lutheran and was Poland's Prime 
Minister from 1997 to 2001, is the first 
President of the European Parliament from a 
post-communist eastern European country. 
Buzek said the vision of Europe promoted 
by the Pope John Paul II still indicated "the 
end to which we should strive," and said he 
was concerned that European politics had 
"somewhat renounced Christian values." 
Secularism.org.uk  — 8/7/09 

■The oldest surviving Bible, the Codex 
Sinaiticus has been re-collated and is now 
available on-line at www.codex- 

sinaiticus.org/en . It had been divided into 
parts and distributed to four different 
nations. About 800 of the original 1400 
pages remain of the 1600 year old Bible. 
Reuters India — 7/6/09 

■The Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit, a 48 year-old 
ordained pastor in the Church of Norway, 
has been elected as General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches. Tveit said that 
relations with the Roman Catholic Church 
and with Islam are two key issues for the 
Council. "I would like to continue the 
WCC's strong relations with the Roman 
Catholic Church and make them even 
stronger," said Tveit after his election. ENI 
—8/27/09 

■Representatives of Reformed, United and 
Presbyterian churches from diverse 
traditions have voted to form a worldwide 
union which proponents say will help to 
overcome long-standing divisions among 
some churches. The executive committees 
of the three churches approved a draft 
constitution for the World Communion of 
Reformed Churches. ENI 6/2/09 

■The World Council of Churches' 
outgoing General Secretary, Rev. Samuel 
Kobia, said that Israel's occupation of 
Palestinian territories should be declared "a 

sin against God." In its founding assembly 
in 1948 the WCC declared anti-Semitism "a 
sin against God." Kobia asked, "Are we 
ready to say that occupation is also a sin 
against God?" He noted that Nelson 
Mandela once said the WCC's 
condemnation of South African apartheid as 
sin helped undermine the white minority 
rule. ENIK — 8/26/09 

■Over 100,000 Britons downloaded 
"certificates of de-baptism" from the 
Internet to renounce their Christian faith 
according to the National Secular Society 
which issues parchment de-baptism 
certificates costing three pounds each. The 
NSS organizers attributed the stridency of 
the Catholic and other churches as being the 
motivation for the de-baptisms. AFP— 3/29/ 
09 

MA. survey of top US evangelical leaders 
found overwhelming optimism on the 
growth of world Christianity but mostly 
pessimism on the future of faith in America. 
Most respondents believe the number of US 
Christians will stay the same at best, but is 
more likely decline. Ninety-four percent of 
those surveyed expected worldwide 
Christianity to grow, while only four percent 
expected the number to remain the same. 
Christian Post — 6/3/090 



19 

Conventions 
"Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people." 1 Chronicles 16:8 

October 24, 25 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route 
119, Connellsville, PA 15425. Five Speakers. Theme: "The 
Importance of Faith—How to Increase It." Theme Text: Luke 17:5 
Contact the Secretary: Jennifer Cramer, 240 Zitney Road, 
Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone: (724) 529-2105. E-mail: 
brentandjenc  @ gmail.com  

November 27, 28 Louisville, Kentucky. New Albany-Louisville 
Bible Students. Thanksgiving Convention. Three speakers. Best 
Western Airport East/Expo Center, 1921 Bishop Lane, Louisville, 
KY 40218-1901. Contact the Secretary: Martha Moody. Phone: 
(502) 267-9843. e-mail • jmmmem1874 @ bellsouth.net  

2010 

March 20, 21, Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Location to be announced. Five 
speakers. Contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison 
Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. Phone (302) 328-7673. E-mail: 
tlarm1874@  verizon.net  

April 2-4 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students 
Annual. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr. NE, Kenmore, WA 
98028. Contact the Secretary: Gloria Nussel, Phone: (206) 783-
7564. E-mail: nussel-dg1974@comcast.net  

April 17, 18 Worthington, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio. Theme: God's Character. New Location: Holiday Inn 
Columbus-Worthington, 7007 N High St., Worthington, OH 43085. 
Six speakers. Make reservations through the Ecclesia. Contact the 
Reservations Coordinator: Elneta MacAlister, P.O. Box 813, 
Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail: 
elalister  @yahoo.com  

May 29, 30 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students. 
Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St., Seattle, WA, 
98188, (206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topical Study. For 
programs or information, contact the Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 
16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA, 98012. Phone: (425) 742-
4439, E-mail• pa1m2520@earthlink net 0 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Afflicted From page 2 
very much so we need to finish our course triumphantly. 

"Thank you, beloved brethren, for all of your prayers, phone calls, 
visits and messages of love. We were inundated with such beautiful 
cards and we are still looking up the scriptures quoted. Each one was 
like a little hug. I will be reading them over for a long time. Please 
do continue to keep us in your prayers. Psa. 73:24-26" 

• Br. Michael Patrick (216 Detroit St., 
Bellefontaine, OH 43311) has need of prayers 
and encouragement in the long illness of his 
wife Vanora who suffers from lupus and kidney 
failure and has been hospitalized more than 
eight times this past year. Br. Mike can no 
longer attend meetings as he cannot leave her 
side. 

■Br. Alex and Sr. Lauren Rose (2013 NE 19th St., Gresham, OR 
97030) send this letter of greetings and thanks .  "Loving greetings 
in our dear Master's name. Over the years we have deeply 
appreciated the articles and messages put forth by the Newsletter. 
When my mother Sr. Mary Pro died in January 2006 we were so 
touched by the many cards and letters from people we didn't know. 
Unfortunately both my husband, Br. Alex and myself have had quite 
a few health problems that have taken their toll. 

"Br. Alex is finally recovered from the second spinal surgery to 
repair severely ruptured discs and to rebuild his spine which was 
largely crumbling due to spinal stenosis. His back is now mostly 
titanium rods, screws and plates but he can walk and live without the 
debilitating pain. 

"I have had chronic fatigue syndrome and fibromyalgia for 18 
years but have managed that alright. Now, however, has come a 
health problem for which we could use some prayers. I am facing the  

second of three surgeries on my eyes. I have sight in the left eye but 
the right needs to have cataracts removed first and, then, a more 
serious surgery to repair a badly torn retina. They do not know how 
much sight I will have left. I also have to have an MRI brain scan 
because my pituitary gland is not working and I have some other 
neurological issues no one is sure about. It truly is a matter of a day 
at a time. Due to automobile problems along with the health issues 
we have had trouble making meetings but are hopeful that this will 
work itself out in the near future. We try to keep busy with studies 
at home which are very good. 

"The next few months will be filled with a great deal of tension 
and stress, physical and mental. We would appreciate the prayers of 
the brethren during these times. He has always been with us in the 
past and we know he will always be there but prayers are welcome." 

Wk. Paul Mali (638 Pequot Ave., New London, CT 06320, e-mail: 
MALIpnm@aol.com)  had open-heart surgery June 10 to replace one 
heart valve and repair another. Initially 
anticipating a few weeks of recovery, he was 
hospitalized for two weeks and in 
rehabilitation for six more. Br. Paul and his 
wife Sr. Mary write, "The Lord has been very 
gracious in his strength and overruling during 
this experience. We appreciate the prayers of 
the brethren and this wonderful family in 
Christ, which the Lord has provided for us. We shall never forget the 
outpouring of love towards us and our family." 

■Br. Jerry Kloss (120 East Mentor St., Philadelphia, PA 19120) 
had surgery in May to remove a benign growth. Since then his weight 
has dropped and he is receiving iron infusion treatments three times 
a week. He asks for the prayers of the brethren through this difficult 
time of weakness in the flesh. 0 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) who elect elders from within and without to serve 
as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible 
Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as 
revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the 
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes 
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's 
writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when 
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the convention 
page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings for 
publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 2009 	E-mail submissions: Biblenews@ bsnews.net  
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him, —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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