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In the Philippine language, the 
word "mabuhay" means 
welcome. By the Lord's grace 
Br. David Christiansen from 
the United States and Brs. Ray 
Charlton and Adam Kopczyk of 
Australia, met in Manila and 
were warmly welcomed by all 
the brethren. Their trip to 
encourage and uplift our 
beloved brothers and sisters is 
here presented in reflection by 
Br. David. My God how great 
though art. 

On Tuesday, February 10, I 
arrived in Manila on the island 
of Luzon. I would meet up with 

	

the Australian brethren the next 	China 
South 

	

day. With the Philippines con- 	Sea 
sisting of over 7100 islands, we 
rejoiced when Br. Agripino 
Polistico informed us that 20 of 

the 29 
conse-
crated 
brethren 
in the 
country 
live 
within 
two or 

three miles of each other in a 
suburb of Manila called Taguig. We visited 
the brethren in their homes for a week, at-
tending meetings and a small convention. 

Greetings in the Lord 

In this issue you will find reports on the 
blessedness of our dear brethren from the 
other side of the world, beginning with the 
Philippines and continuing through to 
Africa. 

The blessings continue with articles on: 
"Uganda - The African Heart," coverage of 
the first Uganda Convention, which is stimu-
lating and heart warming; The "Agwa Me-
morial Convention," hosted by the Agwa 
Bible Students of Nigeria; and how to use a 
free conference service that can enable breth-
ren to attend meetings by using their tele- 
phone. "...Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in him." Psa 2:12 
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Several brethren attended the meetings 
which were held in the modest home of Sr. 
Lita, whose last name we did not receive. 

At the meetings, the doors of the homes 
remained open due to the heat; visitors would 
come at various times. Br. Agripino Polis-
tico began this Bible Students fellowship 
six and a half years ago. He has an adopted 
son named Roger and a friend named 'Barn 

Br. Agripino and Br. David 

B am,' —a nickname for Abra-
ham—who live with him 
Barn Barn and Roger are 
Catholic but they come to the 
meetings, help Br. Agripino 
set up and are generally nice 
fellows. 

When I arrived on Tues-
day evening, five brethren met 
me at the airport. When we 
reached the hotel in the dark 
around 10:30 pm, several 
brethren warmly greeted me 
on the street. Some do not 
speak English and some speak 
only a little. The younger 
ones speak English well as it 
is now taught in the schools. 
Br. Agripino and others es-
corted me to the hotel room 
and got me settled in. 

One  
of the 
broth-
ers in 
t h e 
greet-
i n g 
party 
was Br. 
Oscar 
Domanico who is 51 years 

old. He shared an interesting story of his 
earlier years when he was a hired captain on 
a boat. One day, while in a harbor, four men 
(similar to our Coast Guard) boarded and 
held guns to his head. They told him that if 
he wanted to live, he must jump. So, Br. 
Oscar jumped and swam to shore. That was 
the end of that career. Unknown to him, the 
owner of the boat had been transporting 
illegal timber. Br. Oscar joined the Bible 
Students a year and a half ago and at the 
convention, held the following weekend, he 
was elected elder. It is hard to communicate 
with him because he speaks little English. 
He is a warm hearted and sweet spirited 
brother. 

In the suburbs the main mode of travel is 
called the tricycle, which is a motor bike 
with a frame bolted on it that approximately 
four people can ride. Most of these tricycles 
have two cycle engines and are huge pollut- 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth;..." Psalm 28:7 

■Sr. Mary Olchowy (366 Gaboury Place, Winnipeg, MB, R2H 0L4 
Canada) was hospitalized in April for 
emergency gall bladder surgery. During the 
operation she experienced a mild heart attack. 
Upon discharge she mentioned to the doctors 
how weak she felt. Two days later, she 
discovered her lung had collapsed during the 
surgery. By early June she was able to attend 
meetings again. Sr. Mary appreciates the 
visits, calls, cards and prayers received. The kindnesses expressed 
overwhelmed her heart. 

■Sr. Dawn DeMarco (10211 Dry Bridge Rd., Lithia, FL 33547) had 
surgery for colon cancer May 5. By the Lord's grace, the cancer was 
contained and surgeons feel confident they removed it all. Newly 
consecrated (See New Brethren), she sees many blessings that have 
come from this experience. Her desire is to learn what the Lord wants 
her to learn. 

■Sr. Helen Johnson (123 West Fair Meadows Dr., Canonsburg, PA 
15317, e-mail: luj1874@earthlink  net) fell June 9, fracturing her 

left hip. Doctors performed a partial hip 
replacement the next day. Her recovery and 
therapy are progressing at a normal pace, 
although she is 93 years old. Being cared for is 
a vivid contrast to her past caregiving 
experiences for her parents, in-laws and for her 
sister, Sr. Mildred Raffel. She often assisted Sr. 
Mildred by reading aloud to her and helping 
to proofread the Newsletter. Sr. Helen has been 

blessed by all the brethren's encouragement she has received 
already. She continues to look for the Lord's leadings. 

■Sr. Evelyn Klis (Shepperd), (25662 Woodlawn Ave., Antioch, IL 
60002) had knee replacement surgery June 9. She is submissive to 
the experience as something the Lord sees as necessary for her further 

development. Encouraging words from the physical therapist make 
her want to try harder and improve. The first Sunday at the 
rehabilitation facility, she noted how much she missed being at the 
West Suburban Sunday meeting and the spiritual conversations. 

■Sr. Chris Grigalunus (1801 NE 201st Ave., Unit A-2, Fairview, 
OR 97024, e-mail: gbear1874@comcast.net)  
had outpatient surgery on her Achilles tendon 
June 11. Though minor, the surgery was the 
nineteenth Sr. Chris has undergone since 
1986, most as the result of a fall. She's relying 
on the Lord's grace in every time of need. This 
experience is just a moment in her Christian 
walk, developing and testing cheerful patient 
endurance. Sr. Chris and her mother Sr. 011ie 
live at the Bible Student Retirement Center and have received much 
help and kindness from the brethren.. 

• Sr. Lisa Bovat (20 Frederick St. #5, Westfield, MA 01085, e-mail: 
petebovat  @hotsheet.com) had her second cancer surgery two days 
after she and her husband, Pete were immersed (See New Brethren). 
Doctors removed an eight cm. piece of lung tissue. She has a 
procedure pending to remove cancer in another spot in her lung. First 
diagnosed with cancer in February 2008, her faith and courage are 
developing through the experience 

■Sr. Cathy Coffman (HC #1 Box 22, Bartonsville, PA 18321, e-
mail• arccsc1874@hotmail.com) was recently 
diagnosed with lupus. After several months of 
declining health and sleep deprivation she is 
relieved to finally have a diagnosis. Her 
weakened condition is distressing at times as 
she cannot serve the Lord as fully as she would 
like. She knows this is permitted of the Lord for 
her development and relies on his strength for 
the challenges ahead. 

Sr. Eva Morgan Turns 100 
■Sr. Eva (Eve) Morgan ( 360 Prairie Ave., Apt 203, Wilmington, 
OH 45177) turned 100 years old on June 12. Two days later, on 

Sunday, June 14, brethren, family 
and friends gathered at the 
community room in her retirement 
complex to celebrate her birthday. 
Sixteen brethren from Columbus, 
Springfield, and Greenfield, Ohio 
participated in the festivities. Sr. Eve 
received a box full of cards and letters 
from the brethren who learned of her 
birthday via the oldron e-mail 

A service. Sr. Eve said, "I appreciate 
every thought in them; they were all 
beautiful and encouraging to me. 
God bless them all." 

At the birthday remembrance, 
planned by Sr. Eve's granddaughter Charlene Prindle, many resi-
dents from the complex stopped to visit and look at a photo collage 
of Sr. Eve. Sr. Eve appreciates all the good things from the Lord, 
loves to hear and tell the old, old story and loves to talk about the 
Kingdom and the Scriptures. She is mentally alert and generally in  

good physical health, although she uses a wheelchair for safety, as 
she occasionally experiences dizziness since suffering a mild stroke 
several months ago. 

Before her move to Wilmington in the early 1980s, Sr. Eve lived 
in Chicago and met with the Chicago Bible Students. She moved 
to Wilmington after the death of her husband to be near her daughter 
Sr. Frances Scholefield. Sadly, Sr. Frances died several years ago but 
Sr. Eve's granddaughter and grandson live in nearby towns and are 
attentive to her care. Although Sr. Eve and Sr. Frances were isolated 
and did not travel much, they received many visits from brethren, 
especially Br. Bill and Sr. Edith Harp, who lived in Cincinnati. Every 
Wednesday Br. Bill conducted a Bible or Volume study for anyone 
in the complex interested in attending. Since the Harps moved from 
Cincinnati two years ago, Br. Charles Willis and his wife Phyllis from 
Greenfield, Ohio have made weekly visits to study and fellowship 
with Sr. Eve. The brethren in Greenfield held their Memorial service 
in Wilmington in recent years for Sr. Eve. 

Sr. Eve said, "I appreciate all the visits from the brethren. God 
bless them for coming." She encourages all to preach the gospel and 
to remain humble. She offered Matthew 6:33 to everyone. "But seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 
things shall be added unto you." 0 
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Entered Into Rest 
"And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 1 Corinthians 15:49 

■Sr. Anne Kwolek finished her earthly journey on April 11 at 92 
years of age, after a consecrated walk of 70 years. She was one of eight 

children of Br. Benedict and Sr. Anna 
Pajak of Polish descent. Her father 
was a simple shoemaker in South 
Bend, IN, so her childhood was not 
easy. 

Sr. Anne married Br. Henry in 1937 
and, later, faithfully supported his 
efforts as an elder in the Associated 
Bible Students of Metropolitan De-
troit. The Truth and the brethren were 
the center of their lives, whether en-
tertaining, visiting the sick and shut-
ins each week or sending cards, let-
ters and words of encouragement. 
She accompanied Br. Henry when he 
served at conventions throughout the 

United States and western Canada. 
Her dedication continued during the last two years while residing 

in an assisted living facility. The staff would routinely visit and sit 
and listen to the hymns and discourses, the Scriptures or The Daily 
Manna and several left with a tract or a copy of The Divine Plan of 
the Ages. New residents were placed at her table for meals as her 
outgoing personality made all feel welcome. 

She was preceded in death by her husband of 61 years, Br. Henry, 
son Br. Ronald, and granddaughter Robin Oldenburg. She is 
survived by her daughter, Carol Oldenburg, (42507 Waterfall, 
Northville, MI48167, e-mail: oldenburgcarol@hotmail.com),  grand-
daughters Gretchen Kaminski, Sr. Kimberly Dunn, Korrie Sandoval 
and two great-grandsons. On April 14 Br. John Hummel gave her 
funeral discourse, which was attended by approximately 80. 

■Sr. Ruby Baker, age 76, of the St. Louis Ecclesia died April 9 after 
suffering from multiple health problems. Her love and devotion to 
the Truth was first instilled by her parents Br. and Sr. Kuntz. She was 
devoted to her family and, for several years, cared for her mother-in-
law in her home. Sr. Ruby will be missed by her three sons: Tim, 
David and John; one daughter: Deborah Berra; 12 grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren. One granddaughter Amy Ruegge 
(1090 Eagle Nest Dr., Festus, MO 63028) appreciated Sr. Ruby's 
faith in the Kingdom for all. Sr. Ruby's husband Br. Glen died in 
2004. Br. Mike Balko of the West Newton, Pennsylvania Ecclesia 
gave the funeral service April 11 to about 50 in attendance. 

■Br. Celestine Njemanze, age 50, of the Ohoba Bible Students 
Ecclesia died May 8 after a brief illness. Br. M. E. Uzor first witnessed 
to him. He symbolized his consecration in Ibadan at the 2005 

General Convention. Until his death 
he was a staunch brother and 
faithfully served as the ecclesia 
secretary. He leaves behind his wife, 
Sr. Felicia (do Br. C. Egbu, GPO Box 
674, Dugbe Ibadan Oyo State, 
Nigeria, West Africa, e-mail: 
kelechiuzor4u@yahoo.com)  and 
several dependent children. Bible 
Student's literature and tracts were 
distributed during the burial. June 19 
Br. Cajetan 0. Egbu gave the funeral 
discourse entitled "Hope Beyond 
The Grave." 

■Br. Joseph Ackon, about 68 years old, of Ghana died April 14. His 
zeal and efforts were blessed of the Lord in establishing the ecclesia 
in Saltpond. He is survived by his natural brother, Br. LC Plange. 
His burial was May 30. Further information was unavailable. 

■Sr. Petrina Zaker, age 88, an active member of the Oakland 
County Bible Students for more than 20 years, finished her earthly 
course May 5. Reared in a staunch 
Catholic family, she was expected to 
conform. Unafraid to ask questions, 
she grew increasingly dissatisfied 
with the Catholic Church. While 
studying with Jehovah's Witnesses, 
she was also watching "The Divine 
Plan Program." In her first contact 
with the brethren, she wrote in a letter, 
"If you believe in the Trinity, do not 
even answer my letter." Though 
small in stature, Sr. Petrina 
manifested full maturity in her 
conviction of Truth. No stranger to 
hardship, by age ten both her parents 
had died. An older brother died 
shortly thereafter when both Sr. Petrina and he contracted 
pneumonia. 

Sr. Petrina is survived by one son: Tom; three grandchildren: 
Tommie (31222 Lavender Dr., Brownstown, MI 48173) Chris and 
Michelle and six great-grandchildren. The brethren arranged a 
memorial service May 9 with Br. Dan Monette conducting the 
service. About 70 attended, with many family members appreciat-
ing the love manifested by the brethren. 

■Sr. Nancy Simons, age 91, of the Jersey City Ecclesia completed 
her consecration unto death April 9. In 1926 Sr. Nancy and her 
mother Sr. Mary emigrated from 
Scotland to join her father Br David 
Dinwoodie, who had left Scotland 
four years earlier. They arrived 
Memorial Day 1926 during the 
Jersey City Ecclesia's annual 
convention. On the second day, Sr. 
Nancy was introduced to the brethren 
and has been a part of the Jersey City 
Ecclesia ever since. Her father served 
as elder for more than 60 years. After 
her husband's death in 1986, her 
daughter Faith Lockhart (178 Tenth 
St., Belford, NJ 07718), and family 
made their home with Sr. Nancy. 
They faithfully took her to meetings 
and cared for her though her needs were minimal as she maintained 
good health. In addition to her daughter, she will be missed by her 
two grandsons: Steven and Gregory; and the Jersey City Ecclesia of 
which she was such an integral part. Brs. Bernard Eckholt, Ray Luke 
and Ken Rawson participated in her funeral service April 15 with 
about 30 in attendance. "Face to face with my Redeemer, face to face 
what will it be." 

■Sr. Maxine Bacher, age 95, of the Kansas City Ecclesia finished 
her course April 8. Last October she fell, breaking her femur bone 

See Deaths page 14 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;... "Isa. 40:31 

Testimonies at Delaware Valley, PA March 22 

Needing Experience to Use in the Kingdom 
Br. George Eldridge, Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia 

"Today I am thinking about what is happening 
in my life...I realize that...I must need the 
experiences I am having now to use in the 
Kingdom to help others become close to the 
Lord... To know that people will be better off 
then is a wonderful thing. I am thankful for 
being here and everything. I love Jesus and 
every one of you." 

Feeling the Love Flow From You to Us 
Sr. Ruth Eldridge, Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia 
"...We do not get to many conventions but this is our convention. 
Being here and getting the hugs and encouragements have been a 

great big boost to both of us. Your love, words 
of help and prayers have filled us with new 
resolve... Our class is little but [our studies] are 
intense. It is a privilege. Every time we have a 
meeting, I learn something new. We probe into 
everything and it has been a wonderful 
learning experience. How we look forward to 
the meetings...and especially to this 

convention to hold you and feel the love flow from you to us. I thank 
God for the strength he has given us each day. It is not my strength 
because I do not have much He has filled me with his strength and 
he has grown nearer and dearer because of this experience." 

Response of the Brotherhood—Overwhehning 
Sr. Carmela Luke, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...What a blessing it has been to have our brethren here and 
testifying. What a wonderful example from those that are facing 
difficulties and how they are dealing with 
them—the Eldridges, Sr. Joyce Bateman... We 
just came back from Detroit recently and have 
seen the Blicharzs doing their best to do with 
their might what their hands find to do... Some 
of you know I had a battery of tests for 
suspected heart problems. I am glad to report 
that everything is negative. Now they suspect 
lung problems. I want the brethren to know 
how much I have appreciated the love that has been expressed. 
Those who have dealt with health issues and have felt the response 
of the brotherhood know it is overwhelming. I want to thank 
everyone for their love. It is wonderful..." 

Reading the Bible Every Morning Together 
Sr. Barbara Ostermann, Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia 
"Let me echo Sr. Ruth's comments about the class and our happiness 

to be here today and to welcome the brethren. 
It was up and down as to whether we could get 
here. I want to add one person to your prayer 
list; Br. Reveres Green, our son-in-law's father, 
living in England. He is going through some 
medical problems, and he is isolated there. The 
London Ecclesia sends him a CD [compact 
disc] of their meetings every Sunday because 

he does not have anyone to meet with on a regular basis. 
"Since Br. Walter [husband] has been more infirmed for the past 

couple of years due to his stroke, it has been more difficult for him  

to read even with his magnifier. The Lord has blessed me because 
I read out loud. We have morning devotions that we look forward 
to every day. We read the Bible together. We started in Genesis and 
are up to Psalm 94. What a blessing this has been. We read a portion 
and then we read from The Life of Christ as well as from Br. Carl 
Hagensick' s beautiful collection of anecdotes, sayings and prov-
erbs named, Deep Waters and a Bubbling Brook... Br. Walter has 
always been a wonderful student. Now that he cannot study so much 
on his own, it has been a privilege for me to be reading aloud. Doing 
this has increased my faith..." 

Testimonies at North Seattle, WA March 29 

"The Words will Come" 
Br. Don Nussel, North Seattle (WA) Ecclesia 
"I thank the Lord for the brethren who have faithfully served us from 
the platform and for those who have come to be built up by those 
ministries. Some younger brethren at times 
feel hesitant to get up and offer testimony—as 
I did when I was young. A dear brother who has 
gone beyond the vail—Br. Ted Smith—
reached over during a testimony meeting and 
grabbed my elbow because he was trying to 
encourage me to testify. But I did not get up. He 
said, 'When you testify, give an experience 
that will help the brethren and the words will come.' I would like to 
leave this thought with you. I thank the Lord for the experiences 
that are ongoing and for those yet to come." 

Coming from Poland with My Brethren's Love 
Sr. Maria Potempa, Andrychow, Poland, Ecclesia 
"I am bringing Christian love from my Ecclesia of approximately 50 
brethren—which means that I came with my brethren here. I was 
speaking on the phone with the Szarkowicz family from Poland. I 
told them I would be here at convention and they also send their love. 
The Niemczyk and Kuryga families from Vancouver, BC, Canada 
send their love. Thank you." 

The Brethren—Our Spiritual Family 
Sr. Elinor Nichols, Houston (TX) Ecclesia 
"I am pleased to be here. I appreciate all the blessings my heavenly 
Father has given me especially through my 
dear husband who gave me the most precious 
gift of the Truth. Some of my friends do not 
understand how I can come by myself all the 
way to Seattle. I said, 'Well, they are my church 
family.' You brethren are my spiritual family. 
Do not be afraid to go by yourself to a 
convention because it is just like coming 
home. I appreciate putting names with faces. 
I have renewed fellowship with Srs. Sharon Leslie, Rosemary 
Wojcik, Gloria Nussel and others..." 

Witnessing in these Economic Times 
Br. Albert Svab, Langley (BC) Ecclesia 
"I like the thought that was mentioned that the testimony meeting 
is an 'experience meeting.' Today I would like to reiterate a couple 
of experiences. First of all Sr. Norma and I would like to thank the 
brethren for their concern regarding Sr. Norma' s brother and his 
condition...Here is an individual who was very sick, but was in the 
[hospital] hallway because there were not enough rooms. They 
stabilized him and said to take him home because they needed the 
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room, even the hallways. It is a sign of the times and we expect it to 
get worse. 

"...I find the subjects of the economy and global warming 
coming up a lot when talking to people. That 
opens the door to how Biblical prophecy is 
being fulfilled. I am thankful for the opportu-
nities. Many times you can give a booklet or 
the DVD from Chicago—"Where Was God on 
9-11?" I have been encouraged by these 
opportunities. When people's hearts are fail-
ing them for fear, we want to... share the posi-

tive promises and show that prophecy is being fulfilled. One 
experience, dear to my heart, was with an individual who is a well-
known developer in the Vancouver, BC, area. I worked for him in 
the past. About a month ago, we discussed the economy, global 
warming and also the problems in the Middle East. I thought that 
he was Jewish but was not sure. He said, 'Well, you know, I am Jewish. 
My wife's parents were in concentration camps and they never made 
it out.' That opened up an avenue to say that the Lord's favor has 
returned to the Jew. After I spoke about 15 minutes, he said, 'Are 
you sure you are not a Jew?' I said, 'No, I am not.' He said, 'Well, 
how do you know all this?' I said, 'It is in the Bible. Would you like 
to see some of the things that I am telling you about? He said, 'Yes, 
I would.' I keep booklets and CDs of "Israel Fulfilling Prophecy" 
in my truck and he walked away with both. I asked him for his e-mail 
to pass on other information as it comes and he said that he would 
like that... I would have never thought to talk about these things 
with this individual. The opportunity came and I could not believe 
the blessing garnered from that. He had a 'hearing ear' and was 
interested I think this discussion is going to continue... In the times 
we are living in, we can point others to the positive side and use the 
occasion to bring forth the promises and [evidence of] the setting up 
of God's Kingdom. For that I am truly thankful." 

"The God of All Comfort" 
Sr. Pam Blackwell, Langley (BC) Ecclesia 
"... I have been blessed in being here and I have appreciated the 
fellowship of my brethren for many years. We do not have the 
opportunity to get together often but, when we do, we take up where 
we left off. 

"...I believe that God shows himself to us as life goes on. Through 
our experiences, we get to know him... I love the scriptures that say 
"The God of all comfort", "the God of hope", "the God of love", and 
— The God of patience." (Rom. 15:5) These Scriptures tell us all 
about him. Last year I testified a bit about my study of the book of 
Job. I have continued to receive a blessing from it... Everything that 
meant something to him was taken from him. Do we ever feel like 
that? Do we ever feel like the Lord has taken the very heart string 
out of us? Do we have fiery trials and 'think it... not strange'?... They 
do not seem 'strange' because these experiences are all things we 
need to learn through struggle. We need to learn to know God. Job 
42:1 -5 says, "Then Job answered the LORD, and said, I know that 
thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden 
from thee..." This last verse says... "I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear; but now mine eye seeth thee." Dear brethren, if 
we can reach this point in submission to the experiences the Lord 
brings our way—then we will be able to see and know God. That is 
a wonderful thing. When the pressure is applied and continues, 
which happens during some of our rather difficult experiences, we 
can be thankful that the Lord is dealing with us. When it is all 
finished (like Elihu was telling Job) the bottom line is, trust God. He 
is loving and kind and will overrule all for our good... At the end 
of our way, we have been promised something that we cannot totally 
appreciate. We will look back and say, 'Is that all I had to do?' You 
have been a comfort to me and God is a comfort to all of us. There 
have been times when I have asked God to comfort me because I  

needed it—and he has. I love you all." 

Testimonies at Detroit Metro, MI May 2 

Love from the Toronto Brethren 
Sr. Bessie Krajewski, Toronto Bible Students 
"I would like to pass the loving greetings of all 
the brethren from Toronto, especially from the 
Simofi family. I send my love and greetings to 
everyone. I have seen you for many years and 
want to thank you for the fellowship, for all the 
discourses which we have heard and for all the 
spiritual growing. Thank you and Lord bless 
you." 

Brethren On -line Send Love 
Br. Charles Thornton, North Suburban Detroit (MI) Bible Students 
"We have struggled for several days to get the CUSeeMe working 
but it apparently is not permitted in this children's school. Thanks 
to Br. Todd Alexander and Br. Stephan Neagomir for providing the 
Acrobat connection. Br. Stephan... cannot show the video as he has 
done in the past, but he can present the audio. There are a number 
of brethren who are on-line listening to the convention—so we are 
thankful. These are: Br. Cy Bose, BSRC (Channel 11), Br. David 
and Sr. Kathy Harp, the Ferlejewskis, Br. Harold Duckett, Sr. Hazel 
McClellan, Br. Kris and Sr. Marta Knapczynski and Br. Leon and Sr. 
Barbara Millin. Sr. Linda Peddemors sends love. Love also from Br. 
Bob Holiday, Br. Ron Palmgren (oldron), Sr. Rachel Alexander, Sr. 
Ruth Burns, Sr. Debbie Atkins, Br. Tom Adams, Sr. Rose Erjavec, Br. 
Bob Chaulk, Br. John and Sr. Pam Blackwell, Sr. Ruth Gowryluk, Br. 
Jerry Leslie, Sr. Arleen Bataglia, Sr. Rosemary Wojcik and Br. Bill 
and Sr. Ellie Rozmus. ...I am happy to be here on this beautiful spring 
day. 

"I have had some communication with a brother in Bangalore, 
India, who hears Internet broadcasts and has asked several questions. 
Also a brother in Nigeria has written to me with five questions for us 
to answer...to help them in their studies... We are glad that Br. 
Homer [Montague] is going to Ghana shortly... They have commu-
nicated with the brethren and this is good for the brotherhood. We 
ask for your prayers that we might be faithful to the Lord in serving 
him..." 

"Hid in the Day of the LORD's Anger" 
Sr. Martha Mull, Grand Rapids (MI) Ecclesia 
"I am so glad to be here... I...love the Truth with all of my heart. I 
appreciate the day that we are living in...the 
day of trouble is all around us. We stand firm 
in the faith knowing that the Kingdom of God 
is, oh so near, and that the deliverance of the 
Church is surely at hand. I have two sons who 
sometimes listen to me and I tell them, "...seek 
meekness: it may be ye shall be hid in the day 
of the LORD's anger." (Zephaniah 2:3)... 
Above all I love my heavenly Father, the Lord and his Truth." 

Wednesday Night Teleconferencing Meeting 
Br. Bruce Kimbell, Bolivar, OH 
"My wife [Sr. Elaine] and I are happy to see so 
many that we have known. This is the first time 
I have given a testimony at a large convention. 
I am happy to do it. We meet with the Ashleys 
[Br. John and Sr. Paula], and they send their 
love. Originally, we were headed for the 
Buffalo, New York Convention. The Ashley 
girls wanted to come here... Br. John and Sr. 
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Paula could not come, so we substituted this convention for 
Buffalo... We have a Wednesday night Bible study with Grand 
Rapids via teleconferencing that we always look forward to... I am 
thankful for this opportunity to be here... I want to thank the Lord 
for giving me the opportunity to stand here on my feet and confess 
the love I have for God's plan and for the gift of his son Jesus..." 

Testimonies at Chicago, IL May 23, 24 

The Trouble Will Be Shortened 
Br. Ray Owczarski, Milwaukee (WI) Bible Students 
"Almost all of the Milwaukee brethren have testified, especially 
dear old Sr. Molly—a very encouraging sister to me for many years... 

She helped encourage me when Sr. Alice [first 
wife] passed away. I cannot thank her enough. 
I thank my heavenly Father for having Sr. Vera 
[wife] with me. Some of you know that I have 
a son David who has a rare disease that he 
inherited from Sr. Alice. He is doing okay. He 
says he does not think that he will live as long 
as I will. We know these terrible times will be 

shortened. Perhaps he will live through to see the Kingdom or maybe 
not. I thank my heavenly Father for Br. George Kuzman bringing me 
here. I could drive here but when you are 80 years old you must let 
go of the wheel. I am not much for talking but I know the Truth. I 
thank the heavenly Father for all these things. Please pray for me." 

How God Brought Our Family into the Truth 
Sr. Clanky Hires, Jacksonville (FL) Ecclesia 
"I am happy to be here. It has been two years in the making...I am 
enjoying my fellowship... 

" I have been in the Truth about six years. A couple of sisters at 
lunch said that they wanted to hear my testimony... So, I will try to 
give a condensed version of how God blessed me and brought me 
into your family. About 13 years ago, my youngest brother David 
[Johnson], had been searching for the Truth. The rest of us—four 
brothers and two sisters—were searching in our own ways. David 
found the Truth by accepting the Bible online. He received the Six 
Volumes and read them. One day he came rushing to my house 
saying, 'Hey, sis, look what I have found. I found it finally.' ...he 
...tried to tell me, but I could not hear it or understand. My daughter, 
18 years old at the time...began to pester my brother for more of the 
Truth. She did not know that my father, who was a Baptist minister, 
had told [some of] his grandchildren not to listen to their Uncle 
David [because] 'He is crazy.' The more my daughter tried to find 
information, the more my brother shunned her. Finally he gave in 
and gave her a copy of Volume One on a tiny computer. Every 
evening when she got off work, she would go to her room and read. 
Her husband was working a different shift and when he would come 
home around ten o'clock, she would be looking at that little 
computer. She would fix him dinner and go right back to her 
computer. He finally got interested in it too and started reading. 
Several nights I heard bickering at the other end of the house. It was 
the two of them both wanting the little computer. She was at one end 
of the book and he was in the beginning They both could not read 
one screen and different pages. My brother finally got them a hard 
copy. 

"One by one each of us came into the Truth. David and my 
daughter and her husband met for about three months in each other's 
homes studying Volume One together. One morning about 3:00 a.m. 
Br. Wilmott had a program on and my son-in-law saw the Chart of 
the Ages. They got all excited and wrote down the 800 number. They 
called my brother about six in the morning and said, 'We found it—
someone else knows about it too.' My brother drove from Jackson-
ville, Florida to Texas and met with Br. George [Wilmott]. A few  

weeks later at their convention, David was immersed. 
"A year later our father died. My youngest sister wanted to know 

`Where is Daddy?' He was a Baptist minister and we knew he was 
not in hell but where was he? They introduced the Truth to her. She 
began to meet with the brethren in her home. My other sister stayed 
with Roxie [Wyatt] and she and her oldest daughter heard the Truth. 
After they came in—my brother Bill [Johnson] who had gone 
through real rough times—came into the Truth. My oldest brother 
Wil [Johnson] also has accepted the Truth. [Being] the skeptical one, 
the 'smart one' of the family, I still could not understand what was 
going on. Since our family is close, I would say, 'What secret are you 
keeping from me?' One Saturday, six years ago, Wil visited me and 
said, 'What is this I hear about the family keeping a secret from you?' 
I said, 'They are.' They meet on Sunday and talk but when I come 
in the room they stop talking 'I do not know what is going on. I 
thought everyone loved one another but why will they not tell me?' 
In very simple terms he broke it down, starting with the first lie in the 
garden. Then he discussed that death is really death; no one is 
floating around in the sky or watching over you—when they are 
dead, they are dead. He continued with a few more scriptures. It was 
like a light went on. I understood. From that moment to this one, 
I have not turned back. The day after I was told the Truth—the devil 
tried to turn me back. A hurricane came through Florida so there was 
no meeting. The following Sunday another storm came through and 
there was no meeting. Wil called and asked, 'Have you gone back 
to [your] church yet?' I said, 'No way.' I was deeply into Volume 
One and could not wait to talk to him and learn more. Here I am six 
years later praising God and richly blessed beyond belief." 

Old White Purse with Happy Notes (Tracts) 
Sr. Molly Heidelbach, Milwaukee (WI) Bible Students 
"I bring the Christian love and greetings from your family in the 
Lord, the Milwaukee Class and from our family in Michigan; our 
grandchildren and our son and daughter Br. 
Eddie and Sr. Sally. I thank the loving 
heavenly Father for the brethren who put this 
wonderful convention on...I am still carrying 
the old white purse and am still about my 
Father's business. I still put out happy notes—
tracts. I loaded up a big bag full but did not 
take them all. I left some for you. I am sure they 
were not put out there to be put back. We still have the opportunity 
to bring happiness to people. It is a delight to do. I found another 
way to do it. If you have old magazines, go to the Salvation Army 
or Goodwill. They have places where you can put [Truth] magazines 
and books. We are still the lights of the world and should shine as 
lights. We are still our Father's children. I pray for each and every 
one of you. I thank you that you all love me. I love each and every 
one of you and ask an interest in your prayers. 

"We have some that were in the hospital... I am like pa's old 
model T. If one part of my body is not falling apart the other part is... 
That is the way it goes as I am getting to be 89. I am happy that all 
the way my Father has led me. I am so happy that I am still in Present 
Truth. I pray that each and every one of you will make your calling 
and election sure. Please pray that I might become more like Christ 
and my heavenly Father. Thank you." 

Republishing of Straz in Polish 
Br. Darius Grudzien, Portland (OR) Ecclesia 
"I bring you a load of love... The brethren in Chicago have a special 
place in our hearts. 

"A few months ago I received something in the mail which was 
entitled Straz, published in November, 2008. The first page stated 
that it was first published in 1915 by [Br.] Oleszynski and then 
carried on until 1997 by the Jezuit family and other brethren. The 
first article was 'Views from the Watch Tower, Presidential Elections 



in USA." (R.4285) The brethren in Poland are making an effort to 
make it more complete. They will publish whatever was not 
translated into the Polish language. They started this effort the end 
of last year to continue what had gone on in Chicago for many years. 
The big question they had was how many to publish. The first 
printing of 1,500 were distributed to brethren all over the country. 
They wanted to let you know that this work is going on. If you have 
any interest in reading anything in Polish, it is available. You can 
inquire with Br. Derrick [Siwak] who has copies. 

"The friends we meet with every Saturday, who are originally 
from Poland, Germany and other places, were asking me about many 
individuals. They wanted to write a short story about the Bible 
Students throughout the world and especially those who speak 
Polish. I directed them to an article Br. Edmund wrote in 1975 which 
describes this history and how the brethren organized here. Then I 
learned that they have a radio program in Poland. They have more 
spots than they have material for, so Br. Derrick will send them the 
tapes recorded in Chicago for them to use. The young fellow who 
is broadcasting on the Internet will also be using the tapes which 
were done by the brethren in Chicago. You probably never thought 
it would go this way or ever again be used. It was a good effort and 
the brethren in Poland appreciate it. They hope it continues. They 
send their love and greetings to you... Please keep these efforts in 
your prayers. If you would like to know more, ask Br. Derrick." 

The Great Physician 
Br. Aaron Kuehmichel, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"I look around and I see a lot of my family both nuclear and extended. 
I am thankful for the love that has been given on our behalf and on 

behalf of our daughter Theresa. Most of you 
know that Theresa snapped her spine about 
two weeks ago. We have been dealing with the 
hospital and the doctors ever since. When she 
came out of surgery, her [time in] recovery was 
prolonged five times more than normal. We 
thought, 'This is going to be one rough 
experience for her and for us.' Every day since 

then she has made so much improvement—it is just amazing. Now 
she is standing and walking. She is getting therapy for getting in and 
out of the bathtub. She will be shown how to get in and out of 
vehicles. [Her progress] is exponential every day. We are thankful... 
I think that the greatest physician of all is our heavenly Father. He 
knows exactly what each one needs... We are not sure what the Lord 
wants us to learn but I have learned more about compassion and 
sympathy. It is hard to see your child go through experiences you 
wish you could take from them. In my career in construction I have 
had broken bones, fallen off ladders and scaffolding, fallen through 
roofs, and the list goes on. Never in my life have I ever had the level 
of pain she is going through now. It is hard as a parent to watch. The 
amazing thing is the amount of time that she and I (and Sr. Ann, wife) 
have had just one-on-one. We take turns staying each night with her. 
We have had wonderful conversations and intimate moments. I am 
thankful for that. In our busy lives and with her living five hours 
away at college—although we are close—we have not had that one-
to-one communication. It has been a rich blessing... We have drawn 
closer together because of it. 
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"We have been singing the hymn book to her and praying with 

her. She says, 'Dad, sing me a song.' Now I cannot sing. There must 
be something about the word 'Dad' because she thinks it is wonder-
ful. I tell her, 'You do not know what singing is if you think I can 
sing.' She said, 'I know you really cannot sing but when you sing 
I know you mean it and it comes through in that way.' 

"I am thankful for the Great Physician who knows our needs, who 
brings the experiences that we have and who protects us and keeps 
us. One of the things I realized through this is that I am struggling 
with the question, how much do I trust my Father in heaven? I know 
he holds me in his hand. I know that he protects me with the shadow 
of his wings ...he does not allow one thing to happen to us except 
for our good. When I am sitting in that arena of protection during 
an experience I have a difficult time wondering if I should advocate 
and change the experience, step up and try to make things happen 
as I would like them to happen. For example, we decided not to have 
the surgery in Iowa because the surgeon could not answer our 
questions properly and would not tell us exactly how many of the 
surgeries he had done. He contradicted a statement he had made to 
us earlier so we were not comfortable. If I had rested in the Lord's hand 
I would have let this man do the surgery ...because we did not think 
he was competent enough, we made decisions to change it. I am 
struggling trying to find the balance of how much I trust him versus 
how much I advocate for a change in the experience that we are going 
through. I do not always agree with persons who refuse medical 
treatment because of their faith, but after trying to figure out my own 
position on it, I have to admit that I respect individuals who make 
a commitment like that based on their faith. I ask myself if I have the 
same level of faith. If Abraham was in our society today he would 
be convicted of attempted murder. The Lord convicted him of 
righteousness and faith. That is the conviction that I want to have 
in our family—righteousness and faith. We thank you all for your 
prayers, cards and concerns. Theresa says to tell you she enjoys them, 
is thankful for them and that she loves you all. So do Sr. Ann and 
I and our family." 

God Knows What We Need 
Sr. Florence Niemyski, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia 
"Br. David is always the one who testifies for both of us so you have 
not heard me in many a moon. When you mentioned that a mother 
never forgets the child she carried for nine 
months—we have a burden to bear in our 
family. Some of you do not know us that well. 
Our son has multiple sclerosis. There is no cure 
for it. When he first told us, I cried for two days. 
Then I thought of Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
and what she had to bear, watching her son die 
so ignominiously on the cross. Then I said to 
my heavenly Father, 'Thank you Lord that I do not have to go 
through that.' ... When I see him and he can hardly walk, I know that 
he is tired. He comes and helps his dad on the computer and does 
as much for us as he can. I want to thank my heavenly Father that 
I have him to go to. God knows what we have need of even before 
we ask....I like Hymn #16, 'Prayer of the Consecrated.' ...This is my 
prayer for all of the brethren. Thank you."D 

Afflicted From page 2 
Mk. John Moffat Jr. (3155 N. Main, Waterbury, CT 06704) was 
injured at work December 15 when a 300-pound trash receptacle fell 
on his shoulders knocking him to the ground, breaking ribs and 
herniating a disc in his neck. Having performed this job many times 
before, for the trash compactor to malfunction was shocking. Alone 
the first five minutes after the accident, he was on his knees when help 
arrived. After five months of physical therapy, surgery was 
performed May 13. During the four-hour operation, the herniated 

disk was replaced. Home after two days, Br. John is learning patience 
as he slowly recovers. He thanks those of like precious faith for the 
cards, e-mails and calls received. 

■Br. Eric Patterson (5330 Hilgeford Dr., Dayton, OH 45424, e- 
mail: patterson.eric@gmail.com)  was hospitalized June 5th after 
several days of chest pain, which unknown to him ,was caused by a 

See Afflicted page 18 
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ers. If there are too many passengers, the 
extras sit on the motorbike behind the driver. 
There are no tickets—you pay cash as you 

Br. Agripino and Br. Ray riding behind the 
driver on a tricycle 

Br. Agripino standing outside of a jeepney 

Brs. Dave, Ray and Adam inside a jeepney 

go. Being an informed native, Br. Agripino 
negotiated the price. The other form of travel 
is a jeepney—a cross between a truck and a 
bus. You choose a jeepney with your des-
tination named on it. Jeepneys are open 
around the sides and back but have no doors 
in the rear passenger area. There are thou-
sands of these vehicles on the road but few 
street signs or traffic lights. 

Sr. Leonora Ellarma—Br. Agripino' s 
niece—joined us for 
many of our activities. 
She is active in the 
Lord's service. Her 
husband Br. Percival 
(Val) was working on 
another island, which 
many must do in order  

to get work. They come home on the week-
ends whenever possible. Br. Percival and 
others joined us for the convention on Sat-
urday and Sunday. 

As Tagalog is the 
main language the stud-
ies were given in both 
Tagalog and English. 
The study on Wednes-
day afternoon was led 
by Br. Oscar in the 
home of Sr. Melecia 
Mejia—nicknamed 
Meling. Her son Butch, who has cerebral 
palsy, Sr. Josephine, her baby, Sr. Leonora 
and Br. Agripino also attended. The subject 
of the study was "The Great Jehovah God—
Who He is and Who He is Not." The children 
from the neighborhood were always at the 
open doors during the meetings—listening. 

Wednesday evening Brs. Ray Charlton 
and Adam Kopczyk arrived and joined me. 
The three of us stayed in the same hotel room. 
Brethren welcomed each of us by placing 
something similar to a Hawaiian lei around 
our necks. These are made with beautiful 
little white flowers called Sampaguita, the 
national flower of the Philippines. 

Br. Glen (Edlien) Roque—Edlien is a 
nickname for Glen—who is around 19 and 
Sr. Lita, who is in her 70s, joined us. As in 
America, brethren of all ages spend time 
together. 

On Thursday, Br. Agripino and Sr. 
Leonora took us to the "Mall of Asia," which 
looks similar to the malls in the United States 
although security guards carried night sticks, 
pistols and sawed off shot guns. We then 
traveled through the markets and neighbor-
hoods of Taguig. The children were smiling, 
happy and their clothes were clean. There are 
numerous street vendors and many people 
cooked their lunch right on the road by 
starting a fire and placing a pot on it. We 
went to a place called "The Market," par-
tially covered by a roof with several wide 
open spaces. That day was in the low 90s and 
humid. Inside were a variety of fruits, 
vegetables, eggs and rice—their main staple. 
I noted that I never saw an egg nor the fish and 
meat under refrigeration. We were careful 
regarding what we ate. Br. Agripino told me 
that the pork was only minimally inspected 
and that chicken was much better so we kept 
eating chicken. 

On Thursday evenings all the brethren 
meet for a praise and hymn meeting. They 
have a rebuilt television and a microphone 
and would hand the microphone to a brother 
or sister and say, "You lead this song." The 
words of a song came up on the television 
screen and the brethren sang together fol-
lowing the lead of the one at the microphone. 
The microphone would then be passed to 
someone else. The songs were hymns and 
Christian songs, some in Tagalog and some  

in English. At times, Br. Agripino played the 
guitar and the brethren sang from hymn-
books. Everyone seemed to enjoy this type 
of praise to our heavenly Father. Sr. Grace 
Sinahon was a profes-
sional singer about 11 
years ago and sang 
beautifully. It was a 
blessed evening. 

On the next day-
Friday—Br. Agripino 
wanted to visit the 
brethren. We walked 
and took tricycles. We first stopped at Br. 
Oscar Domanico's home where his sister—
who had suffered a stroke—and her son also 
live so that Br. Oscar can care for them. We 
visited a shy and quiet sister, Sr. Josephine 
in her apartment and met her little baby, and 
then we went to Sr. Grace's home. She has a 
little boy and was cooking lunch in the front 
yard when we arrived. Neighbors peered 
through her gate, wondering who we were. 
Sr. Grace has witnessed to the woman who 
lives next door—the 
apartments are a foot 
apart—and she has 
come to some of the 
meetings. Heading 
down the road we ar-
rived at Sr. Inday' s (pro-
nounced In-dye) nice 
but small, home. She 
has a computer, a monitor and a television 
which though second hand are well taken 
care of. Next, we went to where Br. Charlie 
Taringue, age 19, lives. He was immersed 
the next day. We then traveled back to Sr. 
Leonora' s home. She does sewing on a small 
treadle machine that belongs to a sister who 
lives on another island. Sr. Leonora makes 
wiping cloths that the jeepney drivers use; 
some street vendors sell them for her. She 
gets one piso, equal to 2.13 cents, for each 
cloth. The Philippine monetary system is 

Sr. Mommy cooking a fish 



Sr. Norma 

Sr. Lita picking mangos 

Br. and Sr. Estrella 

based on the piso—pronounced "peso." One 
hundred dollars is equivalent to 4700 pisos. 
Sr. Indy also makes beautiful chapel caps, 
which I have ordered and hope to have in the 
next couple of months. Next we went to the 
home of Br. Percival' s mother, Sr. Mommy. 
Everyone calls her Mommy. She was also 
cooking fish inside on a little fire pot on 
concrete blocks. Fish, chicken and pork are 
the main meats consumed. We then went to 
Br. Agripino' s home where he showed us his 
library. He has all the Volumes and the Bible 
Students Library on his computer as well as 

many other 
Bible Students 
publications. 
He is a diligent 
student. 

Afterward, 
we headed to 
another part of 

NMI town to visit Br. 
Helbert and Sr. 
Jennalyn 

Hanopol' s home, which they share with Sr. 
Jennifer Rosauro—Jennalyn' s natural sis-
ter. Between them they have three children. 
This was followed by a visit to Sr. Delia 
Juegos' home; she is older than the first two 
sisters mentioned and did not speak much 
English but smiled and seemed content. Her 
husband Br. Luciano, an elder, was working 
on the island of Cebu. We did not see him 
until the last day of our trip. We then met Sr. 
Kamelle (pronounced Camille) Tampos, 
around 19, who speaks English fairly well 
but was quiet. Next stop was the home of Sr. 
Jocelyn Boctolan whose husband Manuel 
was also working on 
another island. We 
met him on the week- 
end. We then visited .;;;:, 
Br. Nando' s apart- "" 
ment which is ap-
proximately 12 by 8 
feet with a dirt floor, 
one door and no win- Br. Nando 
dows. He is blind and has diabetes. The 
brethren asked him to sing and he sang 
praises to the Lord in Tagalog. I could pick 
out a word or two while listening. While we 
were there Brs. Charlie Taringue and Edlien 
Roque went to a street vendor to purchase a 
piece of chicken for him and he was thankful 
the brethren looked after him Next we went 
to Sr. Norma Maesa' s house. She is Sr. 
Meling' s (Mejia) natural sister. 

On Saturday we headed to the conven-
tion, which was held at the same location as 
their meetings. Along the way, our tricycle 
stopped to let a parade go by. A drum corp, 
consisting of children, ages 8-12, passed, 
followed by girls playing glockenspiels in 
their marching boots and matching outfits. 
Tricycles with balloons went by. It was 
February 14, Valentine's Day, an important  

day of celebration in the Philippines. 
We arrived at the meeting in Sr. Lita' s 

home and she was happy to have the brethren 
there. She speaks al-
most no English so I 
did not get to know her 
well. The convention 
was to begin at 9:00 
am. Sr. Leonora was 
still preparing lunch 
for everyone, and Sr. 
Grace, who got off of 
work at 8:00 am, arrived and helped. At 
10:20 am they came in with big bags filled 
with lunch for everyone. At 10:22 am we 
started the convention. No one batted an 
eye. They called it "Philippine time." Sr. 

Brethren enjoying a meal 

Lita climbed upon the roof of a neighbor's 
home in her bare feet to pick mangos for 
everyone. We met Sr. Lita' s granddaugh-
ters—Sr. Regina, who attends the university 
in Manila and Sr. Miriam Reyna, who plans 
to get her teaching certificate. Sr. Miriam 
wishes to stay in the tenement area to teach, 
be close to and assist the brethren. They live 
with Sr. Lita and all sleep on a grass mat on 
the floor. The 
girls take a tri-
cycle then trans-
fer to a jeepney 
each day to get 
to the university. 

In the testi-
mony meetings 
Br. Agripino-
the only elder 
present until the 
next day—
would call on 
someone and 
they would go up 
to the podium 
and give a testi-
mony. Six or 
seven gave testi-
monies in this 
manner. 

That after-
noon we went to the Philippine Army Well-
ness Center. It was the only place where 
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there is a pool. Three candidates were bap-
tized. Br. Oscar Domanico and I immersed 
Sr. Delia Juegos, Sr. Grace Sinahon and Br. 
Charlie Taringue. 

That evening we took all the little chil-
dren and their parents out to the Jolly Bees 
restaurant—a cross between McDonalds and 
Kentucky Fried Chicken. They are popular 
in the Philippines, especially on Valentine's 
Day. The children thoroughly enjoyed it. 

The second day of convention Br. Oscar 
was elected as elder with, as far as I could tell, 
100 percent of the vote. 

When the convention was over Brs. Agri-
pino, Ray, Adam and I took a tricycle to the 
Unitarian Universalist Community Church 
of Manila. Their sign read, "We need not 
think alike to walk together." They did not 
seem to have any doctrine. The group was 
led by a Pastor Bob, who had invited the 
brethren to speak last year and asked that we 
return back this year. Each of us spoke for ten 
minutes. 

At 6:00 am Monday morning, as we read-
ied for Br. Agripino to pick us up, we heard 
a knock on the door and saw Sr. Inday' s 
daughter Bonnie and another daughter of 
one of the brethren dressed in their school 
uniforms. They wanted to say good-bye 
before they went to school. Six brethren met 
us in the lobby with their good-byes and 
then, the four of us headed out for the Manila 
Airport 
where we 
took a 
two-hour 
flight 
south to a 
town 
called 
Surigao, 
on the is-
land of Mindanao. From there, we took a 
ferry to a small town called Dapa, which is on 
the island of Siargao—not to be confused 
with the town called Surigao. Afterwards, we 
took various modes of transportation to ar-
rive on the southeastern coast of Siargao in 
the town of General Luna. Br. Romel and Sr. 
Vicky Estrella, along with Sr. Vicky' s natu-
ral sister, Sr Vilma Delgado and her husband 
Junjun live ten miles from General Luna on 
the ocean shore in small grass homes. There 
are about ten others that meet with them that 
are not consecrated. 

A group of people greeted us when we 
approached the Estrella home. Many were 
curious neighbors who are always welcome 
at the meetings. Sr. Vicky is a hard worker 
in the Lord's vineyard. She often witnesses 
and tracts but frequently gets opposition 
from Jehovah's Witnesses and members of 
other churches in the area. It was faith-
strengthening to experience her zeal. We 
saw a chapel they are building for their 

See Mabuhay page 15 

Br. and Sr. Juegos 
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Uganda - The African Heart 
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In early May, Brs. Jerry Leslie, Aaron Leslie 
and Allen Springer journeyed to Uganda to 
attend their first convention. The following 
report is a compilation from a more detailed 
report prepared by Br. Aaron that is 
available online at www.acsib.com/ 
Uganda. 

"The flight from Amsterdam to Entebbe 
passed over Italy, Egypt and the Sudan. We 

spent a great deal of 
time huddled across the 
aisle–dodging service 
carts–reviewing the 
convention program: a 
full five pages with de-
tailed questions to be 
covered in each dis 
course. 

"After an 8-hour flight, we circled over 
Lake Victoria and landed safely, still at 4,000 
feet above sea level. As the air conditioning 
steamed out of the plane, we could feel the 
tropical heat of Africa. 

"At Customs, our yellow fever certifi-
cates, so troubling to obtain, were never even 
requested. Br. Eliezer Jjuuko met us at the 
arrivals hall with a wide grin and loving arms. 
We were taken to our hotel in a private hire 
taxi using the brethren's trusted driver. The 
drive from Entebbe to Kampala took nearly an 
hour. We passed rows of single-story build-
ings with multicolored lights, interspersed 
with sections of African bush—plunged into 
darkness where we could only see the dim 
reflection of the moon on Lake Victoria. 

"Near the center of Kampala, our hotel 
perched on the side of Old Taxi Park–busy 
facilities close to the hub of the capital of 
Uganda. At the front desk, reached by sev-
eral flights of winding stairs, and past a 

Brs. Jerry, Allen and Jjuuko 

youthful security guard, we received our 
modern card keys to an unmodern hotel room, 
which was simple but clean. 

"Br. Jjuuko joined us to go over the pro-
gram in depth. Services were scheduled for 
five hours straight without a break. Despite 
our concern of so many services being com-
pressed into such a short period of time each  

day, Br. Jjuuko remained convinced that 
keeping to the original schedule would be the 
best way to feed the Lord's flock. 

"We were the only ones at breakfast the 
first morning. We struggled to communicate 

with the waitress. In the 
end, the morning staff 
always brought us each 
a Spanish omelet and 
thick white bread. 
Within half an hour Br. 
Khurrsino Miranda of 

Br. Khurrsino 	India joined us. He had 
been in Africa serving 

the brethren for more than two months. 
He spoke of many things from his 
personal experience that later proved 
most helpful for us to understand the 
Uganda brethren's circumstances. 

"Some ofthe brethren had already 
gathered when we arrived at the rented 
fifth floor conference room. We briefly 
introduced ourselves, but their names 
came quick and thick and we were only 
able to grasp some of the first names. 
Eight brethren from Kampala; three 
from Congo; three fromNairobi, Kenya; 
and a few others were in attendance. 
Several present could only understand 
through a Lingala translation from ei-
ther Br. Kennedy or Br. Richard. One sister 
from the Congo cannot read, so she only 
heard the message, which we pray was a 
blessing to her. 

Eight foot full color Chart of the Ages 

"Everyone seemed familiar with the large 
Divine Plan of the Ages chart, provided by 
Br. Khurrsino, which was prominently dis-
played on the back wall. Open windows and 
ceiling fans kept us comfortable. At 9 am Br. 
Jackson Kyaligamba officially opened the 
convention. We sang 
three hymns: 'Happy 
Day, Guide Me' and 
`Nearer to Thee,' fol-
lowed by prayer. Br. 
Khurrsino began the 
day's services with an 
assigned lesson on 
"The Tabernacle and 
the Consecration of 
the Royal Priesthood." Br. Khurrsino is an  

old world evangelist–animated and zealous–
and he beautifully laid out the subject, barely 
referring to his clean handwritten notes. 

"This was heavy food for us all, and we 
questioned how much our local brothers and 
sisters were comprehending. Even with two 
hours of allotted time, Br. Khurrsino still had 
to rush through his final thoughts, conclud-
ing with, 'We often give what remains in life, 
not giving our best time and energy first.' 

"Br. Jerry led straight into the sacrifices of 
incense and goat, without pause. The breth-
ren kept pace, patiently listening. We could 
not doubt that it was the Truth which held 

Br. Jerry speaking at the convention 

their attention. In the 30-minute session 
which followed, the brethren were instructed 
to only ask questions concerning the sub-
jects presented. 

"After five hours without a pause, it was 
time for lunch. When a sister was asked to 
pray, Br. Khurrsino kindly asked her to cover 
her head. Then the brethren proceeded down-
stairs to the restaurant. 

"Recovered after lunch with a new vigor, 
Br. Khurrsino presented a subject from Ro-
mans 6:3, "Know you not?" It was a beauti-
ful lesson of consecration and a call to 
strengthen our responsibility to God. His 
one-hour presentation felt brief compared to 
the morning sessions. Then Br. Allen had his 
first opportunity to address the brethren on 
the subject of "Sanctification." You could 
feel the interest in the room as each of the 
serving brothers opened the Scriptures to 
yearning hearts. These brethren had waited 
to hear the clear call to place themselves 
under the grace of Jesus' sacrifice, their lives 
were clearly ransomed, freeing them from 
the death sentence caused by Adam's sin. As 
the sun faded in the windows the amount of 
raw Truth presented was mentally deafen-
ing. At one point Br. Allen mistakenly re-
ferred to a point of Br. Jerry's from 'yester-
day,' which was just that morning. 

"After a half-hour of questions on the 
afternoon sessions, I had the privilege of 
presenting the first thanksgiving service. 
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Br. Jackson 

 



Br. Silver 

A meal and fellowship with the brethren 

We were not sure of the intended content of 
this small ten minute opportunity, so I filled 
the time with my own personal thanksgiv-
ing. We concluded 
with a hymn and 
prayer. 

"Afterwards, Br. 
Silver generously 
guidedthe three Ameri-
cans through the 
evening streets to an 
Internet café. This was 
the first opportunity to 
contact those back home and tell them that all 
was well. Our computer was agonizingly slow. 
While waiting our turn, we took a second look 
at the streets of Kampala. A Hindu temple in 

Internet Cafe in Kampala 

flashing lights loomed close to the back. The 
front overlooked a busy street leading to Old 
Taxi Park. Everywhere we went people wanted 
to be our friends and get our e-mail and phone 
number. We trailed back to the hotel ex-
hausted and still needing to review the events 
of the day. 

"It rained overnight and Thursday morn-
ing. I watched people through the hotel 
window as they darted through muddy 
streets and steamy air. Then we went down- 

Busy Street in Kampala 

stairs to breakfast and our morning review of 
the day ahead. 

"The meeting started at 8:30 am, and this 
morning all the sisters had their heads cov- 

ered. We began with the hymn 'Happy Day' 
sung heartily. I wondered ifthose in Old Taxi 
Park below could pick up the melody. 

"Br. Allen gave the first lesson on "Mil-
lennial Times, Seasons and Activities." The 
brethren leaned forward in their seats to 
catch every thought. All the brothers were 
taking frantic notes, trying to keep up as 
Middle Eastern events, the Presence of our 
Lord and the activities still to take place rolled 
across the morning. Br. Allen finished by 
inviting us all to be part of the raised up 
Christ. A halfhour remained for questions on 
the subject. 

"Br. Khurrsino followed and drew an art-
ful transition from the portion of the age we 
live in to our participation in the final work. I 
could tell he had much more to share, but after 
an hour he let me address the final points of 
being "Filled with the Spirit, Sealing of the 
Spirit, Praying in the Spirit and the Witness 
of the Spirit." My hour passed quickly. I 
wrapped up on time to allow for the half hour 
of questions before lunch. 

"Strengthened by the tempo-
ral food and refreshed by fellow-
ship with the brethren, Br. Jerry 
was ready to open the afternoon 
session. His assignment was 
"Watch and Pray." He interwove 
his twelve questions with the 
parables and metaphors of the 
Bible: the wise and foolish vir-
gins, the servant with the five 
talents, bride and bridegroom, the 
race for the high calling and the 
robe of righteousness with our 
stains and wrinkles. Every dis-
course felt like a more expanded 
call to action than the last. 

"The forty minutes scheduled 
for questions passed quickly and 
at least four hands had been left 
unacknowledged. Br. Jerry asked 
the brethren how the remaining hour and 
twenty minutes might best be spent. It was 
finally decided to extend the question ses-
sion. There was discussion on a wide range 
oftopics including the Seventh Creative day, 
the work of the resurrected Saints since 1878 
and the difference between John's Baptism 
and a Baptism into Jesus. The question on 
baptism opened the floodgates and soon it 
was all the chairman could 
do to retain some sem-
blance of order. 

"Finally, we moved on 
to the last session: thirty 
minutes ofThanksgiving. 
Br. Allen kept the focus 
on the brethren. He asked Br. Kennedy for their stories. Br. 
Kennedy told of meetings he had held in 
Eastern Congo (which were largely respon- 
sible for bringing the Truth to the brethren 
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there). Br. Pius brought greetings from Kenya. 
Br. Khurrsino brought love from India and 
South Africa and shared the experiences of 
Brs. Dean and Israel. 

"As another day 
of convention ended, 
Br. Allen and Br. Jerry 
retreated to one of 
their rooms for an im-
promptu conference. 
I was desperate to es- 
cape my stone con- Br. Pius 

fines just to be in Af- 
rica for a while. I made it down to the street, 
which was no small accomplishment, as the 
entrance was hidden in a narrow corridor, and 
a blind turn took you down to the confusing 
parking lot on the lower level. Where was I to 
go? Both directions apparently led to in-
creased sensory overload. Old Taxi Park was 
just around the corner, but I was not yet ready 
to face the onslaught of its activity. At the 
corner sat a man who protected the intersec-
tion with a sub-machine gun. He appeared 

tense in his duties but paid me no mind. After 
a time I returned to the hotel restaurant and 
found Br. Khurrsino and the Kenyans deep 
in discussion over a late dinner. I went to the 
room as jet leg informed me it was time for 
sleep. 

"The third day felt like we had been at 
convention a week. This worked effectively 
to bond us lovingly to our attentive audi-
ence. We were coming through a battle of 
information, together, and today would 
present an opportunity for some finality. 
With a rousing rendition of 'Happy Day' 
particularly sung with joy by Br. Silver, we 
launched into the message. 

"Br. Allen was blessed with the marathon 
service oftwo and a halfhours upon "Making 
Our Calling and Election Sure." Each of the 
brother's topics were repeating the same 
lessons of deep dedication unto death, a 

See The African Heart page 16 
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Serving Our Brethren 
For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God." 2 Corinthians 4:15 

New Ecclesias: 
	

Meetings Via Telephone 
Horn Lake Mississippi Bible Students 
6347 Olivia Place Cove 
Horn Lake, Mississippi 38637 
Secretary: Kathy Aldridge 

Central Arizona Bible Students 
Secretary: Yield Allison 
E-Mail: 	patpatallison@aol.com  or 
aletheamundell@yahoo.com  

Discerning the Lord's Will 

The Newsletter would like your assistance 
in determining if e-mailing each Newsletter 
issue, in an unalterable format such as PDF, 
would be desirable among the fellowship. 
This alternative should significantly lower 
the cost of printing and postage, while 
enabling brethren to receive each issue 
much earlier. Obviously, this is not an 
alternative for many brethren overseas as 
Internet access and printing facilities are 
rare and costly. 

If you would be interested in assisting 
this effort by printing your own issue each 
quarter. Please send your e-mail address and 
postal address to Biblenews @bsnews.net . 
We will use the addresses submitted to re-
view the exact cost savings and determine if 
this is the Lord's will. 0 

With the aging of the Bible Students fel-
lowship, brethren are discovering the bless-
ing of facilitating a meeting by the use of the 
telephone. This does not mean the cessation 
of meetings face to face by those able to 
travel, simply, that all who wish to attend and 
have a telephone may do so. 

The process is simple. All participants call 
the same long-distance number provided by 
a free conference service. For example, one 
might call (218) 844-3388 to connect to 
FreeConference.com' s computer in Duluth, 
MN. A computer generated voice asks for an 
access code. Each participant must enter the 
same prearranged number consisting of at 
least five digits. Any number can be used 
such as 77777 or 12345. This number is like 
a room number in a hotel. All who ask for that 
room are ushered into it and everyone can 
hear what everyone else is saying. 

Although the leader of the study cannot 
see the telephone participants, they can "raise 
their hand" by simply saying a word like 
"comment." The leader quickly learns to rec-
ognize the participants by a single word and 
can say something like, "We will take Br. A's 
comment first, then Sr. B's." 

This is all that is necessary to make a 
telephone conference a reality. 

For brethren who do not possess an inex-
pensive way to make long distance calls,  

telephone calling cards may be purchased 
from Walmart, Sam's Club, Costco or other 
discount clubs. This does introduce a level 
of complexity 
because that 
card's 800 
number must 
be dialed first, 
a PIN code en-
tered, and 
then the de-
sired long dis-
tance number. 

Holding a telephone instrument to one's 
ear for an hour is not pleasant, and it is nearly 
impossible to hold a phone and simulta-
neously look up a scripture to read to the 
group. A telephone headset containing both 
microphone and earpiece provides a great 
improvement. Alternatively, one can use the 
speakerphone option available on some 
phones. 

Ifthere are many who meet together at the 
central meeting site, it is worth buying a high-
quality, full-duplex speakerphone. The one 
used in Los Angeles is the Polycom 
Voicestation 300 conference phone. It sells 
for $243 on Amazon.com . A high-quality 
instrument such as this one greatly improves 
the listening experience for those who are not 
present in the room.0 

New Brethren in Christ 
"Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; " Ephesians 2:19 

Immersions 2009 
At Dunkwa, Ghana January 20 

	
Sr. Delia Juegos 

Br. John Quaidoo 	 Sr. Grace Sinahon 
Br. Collins Asomaning 	 Br. Charlie Taringue 

At Manila, Philippines February 14 At Orlando, FL March 9 

Sr. Dawn DeMarco St. 
Petersburg Ecclesia, previous 
Pentecostal, received a Dawn 
booklet over 30 years ago. 

Sr. Keisha Prayor, Atlanta, GA 
Ecclesia 

At Vellore, India March 15 

Former Pentecostals: 
Br. P. Mark Antony 
Br. K. Stephen 
Br. D Prabhu 
Br. S. Palani 
Br. J. Johnson 
Br. Ravi 
Br. J. Sam Joseph 

Sr. Dawn and Sr. Keisha 

Br. Dave baptizing Br. Charlie, Srs. Delia and Grace; Br. Oscar assisting 
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Br. Ben Homolka, of 
the Memphis, TN 
area, son of Br. Gene 
and Sr. Charlene. 

Sr. Beth Alcorn, 
Hobart, IN Ecclesia, 
daughter of Sr. 
Jeanette 
Sichtermann, third 
generation to con-
secrate. 

See New Brethren page 19 

Br. Zacheu 
Sr. J. Priscilla 

Former Seventh Day Adventist: 
Sr. V. Emima Jaba Selvi 
Br. S. Selvan Paul Raj 
Br. Daniel Raj 

At Khalaba River, Bungoma Kenya April 8 

First immersions into Christ's death in Kenya. 

Twelve immersed at Vellore 

an elder in the Met-tupalayam, India Ecclesia three years ago. After 
moving to England, they continued weekly follow up studies 
through Internet contact. 

At Lake Victoria, Entebbe, Uganda May 10 

Br. Pius Were writes, "They all came to know the Truth through our 
witness in Bungoma area. Thereafter they came to pursue Truth 
studies at Bungoma Bible Class using the 53 lessons along with 
others. Br. David Mutei with whom we came into contact through 
Br. Larry Davis, had started pursuing the studies this year after the 
visit of Br. Khurrsino." 

Left to Right: Srs. Rose, Agnes, Brs. Pius, David, Julius, James, Stephen 

All former Pentecostals 

Brs. Eliezer Jjuuko, Silver Mugisha, Jerry Leslie, Kennedy Otim 
and Allen Springer 

Br. Kennedy Otim, one out of about 16 introduced to the Truth a 
year ago in West Nile, Uganda. Faced with great persecution and 
opposition he resigned from his former association, the Africa 
Gospel Church, where he was the Pastor. He currently helps with 
translating at Bible Student meetings. 

Br. Silver Mugisha, saw a poster advertising a public meeting in 
Kampala and has attended studies since November. 

Br. Pius Were 
Sr. Agnes Were 
Br. Stephen Wasike 
Br. David Mutei 
Br. Julius Kachero 
Sr. Rose Otinga 
Br. James Kuoba, also 
previously affiliated with 
Roman Catholic Church 

At Liverpool, England May 9 

Br. Mooninbaraj 
Sr. Thabithal, wife of Br. 
Mooninbaraj. They first heard 
the Truth from Br. Francis Paul, Br. Paul, Sr. Thabithal and Br. Sunil 

Sr. Beth Alcorn and Br. Ben Homolka 

At Addison, IL May 24 



I 1ANS UNITED F()R RA l  

Srs. Joyce Lagno, Estelle Gill and Debbie Stewart during "A Night to Honor Israel" 
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Harvest News 
"...Take heed to the ministry which thou hast received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it." Colossians 4:17 

A Night to Honor Israel 
On Sunday, May 17, 2009 "A Night to Honor 
Israel" event was held in Columbus, Ohio. 
These events are sponsored by the local 
Jewish Federations and local Christian 
organizations under the umbrella of 
Christians United for 
Israel (CUFLorg). 

"A Night To Honor Is-
rael" is a non-conversion-
ary tribute to the nation of 
Israel and the Jewish 
people of the world. Its 
purpose is to promote es-
teem and understanding 
between Christians and 
Jews and to emphasize the 
things that we hold in 
common, not dramatize 
our religious differences. 
A Night to Honor Israel is 
an evening packed with 
outstanding speakers and 
music with all of the focus 
being on support for Is-
rael and the Jewish people. 
In the Bible, God says, 
"...I will bless them that 
bless thee and curse him 
that curse thee..." Gen. 12:3 

There have been more than 100 of these 
events throughout the country since 2006. 
Through a series of meetings dating back to 

July, 2007, Br. Paul Lagno was able to estab-
lish a relationship based on mutual support 
and love for Israel with John Somerville, the 
Central Regional Coordinator for CUFI. John 
has viewed Bible Students DVDs about Is- 

rael and has a high regard for the message and 
work of Br. Ken Rawson. Due to the help 
provided Mr. Somerville to launch the Co-
lumbus effort, the brethren were able to se- 

cure permission to place tracts in every pro-
gram handed out to each attendee and to sell 
the DVDs at the CUFI table in the lobby. 

Approximately 1000 Christians and Jews 
attended the three hour event. Six brethren 

were able to attend. Forty 
six "Israel Fulfilling Proph-
ecy" and eight "Israel Ap-
pointment with Destiny" 
DVDs were sold. Over 800 
tracts were distributed. One 
prominent Jewish man who 
visits churches to educate 
Christians about Israel 
wants to use the videos in 
his work. He has already 
viewed both DVDs and pur-
chased more for his work. 
The brethren also met the 
organizers for an upcoming 
Cleveland effort and are in 
contact with them by e-mail. 
The organizers bought a 
DVD and asked for help in 
getting their program off the 
ground. 

"Thou shalt arise, and 
have mercy upon Zion: for 

the time to favor her, yea, the set time, is 
come." Psalm 102:13 

For more information/photos go to: 
theisraelcolumbusconnection.orgEl 

Deaths From page 3 
and spent several months moving back and forth between the 
hospital and a nursing home. Then, a neighbor took her into their 
home and gave her the care and attention she needed the last two 
months of her life. She received the Truth through her husband, Br. 
John who died in 1977. She is missed by her son John (13410 Briar 
Path Ln, Silver Spring, MD 20906) her niece Sr. Ruth Cline (5023 
Sterling Ave., Kansas City, MO 64133); and the three other 
remaining brethren in the ecclesia. A graveside service was held. 

■Sr. Ora Moss, age 96, of the Bible Students Retirement Center, 
died May 3 after being under hospice 
care for the last year. As a youth, Sr. 
Ora was sometimes chided for "just 
asking too many questions." Even in 
religious matters, she was 
dissatisfied with the usual answer of, 
"It is a mystery." Shortly after she 
stopped attending the Presbyterian 
Church, God answered her prayers 
and she received a Dawn magazine. 
She symbolized her consecration on 
her 70th birthday in 1983. Since 
moving to the Retirement Center in 
1986 she had been a wonderful 
example of faith and trust in the Lord 
in her daily conversations and 

prayers. Sr. Ora' s husband died in 1979. One of ten children she was 

the last of that generation to die. Many nieces and nephews kept 
regular contact with her and she took advantage of these 
opportunities to share her beliefs. Br. Carlton Chandler presided 
over her memorial service May 30 to the 25 in attendance. 

■Sr. Helen Zlotowski, age 97, of the New Haven Bible Students 
died May 8 after walking in the narrow way 70 years. As a youth her 
strong independent will led her to 
defend those who were mistreated. 
Her natural courage often got her into 
trouble. After consecration Sr. Helen 
learned to trust in the Lord and follow 
his ways. She would often say, "By 
the Lord's grace another day." She 
"bore the heat of the day" in caring 
for her sick father, laboring long 
years to provide for her family, being 
a widow more than forty years and 
persisting in mailing out more than a 
half million pieces of literature over 
the last 17 years. Her delightful 
presence blessed others, whether an 
adult or a child. When greeting the 
brethren she never merely shook hands but greeted each with a hug 
and big smile. 

Sr. Helen's faith was first nurtured by her mother Sr. Anna 
See Deaths page 18 



Mabuhay From page 9 
meetings. Brs. Ray, Adam, Agripino and I 
walked down to see it and have discussion 
concerning it. We learned that because there 

Brethren standing in front of the partially 
finished chapel 

are so few brethren in that area, the neighbors 
question their religion and the lack of a 
meeting place. This prompted the brethren 
to build one. It is very small and unfinished 
so we will see how that situation turns out. 

We had a meeting that evening about 100 
feet from the shore of the ocean. We sang 
hymns while Br. Agripino played the guitar. 
A large group surrounded us; many were 
neighbors and the children of neighbors. At 
9:00 pm they fed us a fantastic dinner of fish 
and chicken cooked on an open fire. Br. 
Agripino spoke about not believing in a 
fiery hell and one man in the crowd kept 
looking in the Scriptures and asked many 
questions about the text that appeared to 
indicate there was a fiery hell. Br. Agripino 
patiently answered from the Scriptures. The 
man quietly left and no opportunity was 
available for further conversation. 

The next morning we headed to Dapa 
where we caught a ferry back to Surigao. 
Then we had a two-hour bus ride to Lapita, 
followed by a four and a half hour ferry ride 
to the island of Leyte. We passed many little 
islands with an abundance of coconut trees. 
Here and there we would see a home belong-
ing to the coconut farmers. We stayed in a 
motel in the Port of Lilo-An. The rooms were 
small but air conditioned and we were thank-
ful. We had a delicious dinner and breakfast  

in a small café where they cooked over a fire 
in a little concrete pit inside the cafe. 

We then took a tricycle to a place where 
we could catch a bus to go to the north end 
of Leyte. We had a long ride ahead of us. We 
rode along the water's edge and enjoyed the 
scenery. In this area the homes are more 
spread apart and there is a great deal more 
farm area. We saw water buffalo, rice pad-
dies, coconuts and crops that I did not recog-
nize. After traveling for four hours, we 
reached a small town on the main road where 
Br. Agripino' s parents live. Br. Agripino had 
not seen his parents for six and a half years. 
When he left the Jehovah's Witnesses to 
meet with the Bible Students they did not 
want him in their home or to be around him 
It was a good reunion. They welcomed him 
with hugs and smiles. His dad now walks 
with a cane and has poor eyesight. Every day 
his mother is out knocking on doors and 
talking with people. This was a milestone for 
them as a family. His brother was also living 
at his parent's home and is a Jehovah's 
Witness. Originally, he did not want us to 
come, but he finally relented and said, "Yes, 
you are my brother and you can come and 
bring your friends from your church." He 
said, "Just do not stay long." We were there 
for about 45 minutes when the van we hired 
came and took us to a town called Isabelle. 

From Isabelle we took a ferry which was 
actually an outrigger canoe. Sr. Leonora and 
Sr. Delia met us at Br. Agripino' s parent's 
home and rode with us in the van. A Sr. 
Bingbing and her two children and Sr. Linda 
rode with us. Sr. Leonora and Sr. Delia had 
traveled all the way from Taguig by bus and 
ferry boats to get there 
because it is much cheaper 
for them than flying. Sr. 
Leonora packed her sew-
ing machine because it 
needed to be repaired. She 
needed to consult the sis-
ter who had loaned it to 
her. So we loaded our 
baggage into the outrig-
ger canoe and were ready 
to go. Sr. Kamelle' s 
mother owns this ferry sys-
tem (about three or four 
outriggers in the fleet). She 
is a Jehovah's Witness but 
was friendly to us. For 170 
pisos (approximately 
$3.40), we all were able to 
travel in the outrigger to 
Buena Vista. Sr.  
Leonora' s mother lives there in a very large 
home where we conducted our meetings. 
Brs. Luciano and Genio, both elders who 
had been working on the island of Cebu, met 
us in Buena Vista. It was a happy reunion for 
Br. Luciano and Sr. Delia who are married. 
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They had not seen one another for awhile. 
We had a few meetings there where many 
neighbors came. Br. Luciano and Br. Genio 
spoke in Cebuano. Cebuano is another 
language used on many of the islands. Br. 
Luciano spoke on "Is There Really a Fiery 
Hell?" and Br. Genio spoke on "Rejoicing in 
the Lord." After singing hymns and songs, 
Br. Adam and I each spoke for about 20 
minutes. Br. Agripino translated our talks 
because many could not speak or under-
stand English. Br. Ray Charlton gave a 
dedication for three children of consecrated 
brethren, one of whom was Sr. Leonora' s son 
Percival. Br. Ray made it clear that this was 
not child baptism but was more like Hannah 
dedicating Samuel to the Lord. He men-
tioned that it was also the responsibility of 
the parents to raise their children in the Truth 
and teach them the way. We had fellowship 
and singing into the night. At three o'clock 
in the morning we took the outrigger canoe 
ferry back to Isabelle. From there, we drove 
in vans and buses for the better part of the day 
and eventually got to the airport in Taclo-
ban where we flew back to Manila and then 
headed home that evening. 

The trip was an incredible blessing to all 
of us. The brethren in the Philippines are 
dedicated to the Lord and his service. They 
have few worldly possessions but they are 
thankful to have the holy Spirit of the Lord. 
The Jehovah's Witnesses knock on the doors 
of some brethren—especially those who are 
a distance from Manila—two and three times 
a week, telling them that they (our brethren) 
are the only Bible Students left in the world 
and that the Bible Students are now called 

Meeting place on the beach at General Luna 

the Jehovah's Witnesses. This can 
times have negative results when the breth-
ren are so new in the Truth. They could use 
our prayers. With the Lord's blessing, Brs. 
Ray, Adam and I plan to return in February 
of 2010.0 

some- 



Br. and Sr. Egbu 

Sr. Sarah-singing 

Sr. Achan 

Agwa Memorial Convention 
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The Newsletter wishes to thank Br. Cajetan 
Egbu for sending this report of the Agwa 

Bible 
Students 
Ecclesia 
Memorial 
amention, 
Saturday 
April 11. 

T h e 
conven- 
tion theme 

text was 1 Corinthians 11:28: "But let a man 
examine himself and so let him eat of that 
bread, and drink of that cup." Discourses 
were presented on these topics: "Not my 
will, but Thine 0 Lord," "Tests of our 
Consecration," "Remain Faithful in the 

Truth" and "The Great Multitude and The 
Little Flock." There was a question meeting 
with Brs. Cajetan Egbu, Celestine Oledibe 
and Chuks Edward as panelists, as well as a 
testimony meeting in which brethren gave 
uplifting testimonies. Bible Students litera-
ture including books, booklets, magazines, 
and tracts were distributed to the brethren. 

About 150 brethren and friends attended 
the one-day convention hosted by the Agwa 
ecclesia in Nigeria. Brethren traveled long 
distances, in some cases up to a day. In 
addition to the hosting ecclesia, other eccle-
sias attending were Ibadan, Lagos, Onitsha, 
Ohoba, Obile, Okpuala Hgwa, Aba 2, and 
Awarra. All brethren needing accommoda-
tions were housed at the Egbu home before 
and after the convention. 

There was also a meeting of the Nigeria 
Bible Students General Convention Com-
mittee, to plan the upcoming convention 
that will be held for five days, August 20-24, 
at the Emmanuel College Owerri, Imo State, 
Nigeria. 

The convention came to a joyful close 
with Hymn #64, "God Be With You Till We 
Meet Again." The Agwa brethren expressed 
their gratitude to all who contributed in 
some way for the success of the convention. 
Br. Egbu closed his report with these words: 
"Brethren here have expressed their thanks 
and appreciation to our beloved brethren 
everywhere especially in the United States 
who have been supporting us. God will 
reward you all with abundant blessings 
through Jesus Christ our King."D 

The African Heart From page 11 
change of life itself, a full commitment. Br. 
Allen put upon us the race in Hebrews 
12: "...run the race with endurance." He 
directed us to consider the prize and how we 
finally stand before God. 'Do not spend your 
time to buy money.' I finally saw the theme 
of the convention as more than the stated 
"... strengthen our walk in the Narrow 
Way...," but the call to commit. I felt we 
presented the situation clearly—the indi-
vidual struggle to obey God, along with its 
difficulties and rewards Filling his time ex-
plaining the way ofthe Elect, A to Z, Br. Allen 
was finally allowed to sit, but only for us to 
join him for the highly anticipated panel. I 
found the topic of "Hearing and Obeying" to 
be straightforward and the hour shot by. All 
the questions connected and were wrapped 
up on time. 

"Br. Khurrsino continued with an hour 
presentation on Hebrews 12:14 and seeking 
holiness. He drew us closer to desiring the 
good things of God. He knew the brethren 
before him and presented the affirmation we 
have with Christ and with each other, as a far 
superior answer to our human struggle. There 
was no time allotted for questions this morn-
ing. 

"After singing 'The Name of Jesus,' Br. 
Jerry gave a presentation on the important 
topic of "Love, based on 1 Corinthians 13." 
He outlined the distinc-
tions and purposes 
love serves in our lives. 
In contrast to the heavy 
concepts of the previ-
ous days, the 
brethren's patience 
was rewarded by a les-
son applicable imme-
diately to all present. 

"Br. Khurrsino drew us together to con- 

sider the example of God's dear Son. He not 
only offered us the perfect ideal in our Lord, 
but also our own ability to become copies of 
that example, with heav-
enly grace and providen-
tial leadings. 

"At six in the evening 
the light was growing 
dim. Each presentation 
merged into the next. The 
testimony meeting that 
followed was especially 
sweet. Br. Khurrsino re-
lated his experiences from India to Africa, too 
extensive to mention here. Sr. Achan from the 
dangerous Northern Uganda, spoke of her 
spiritual education through correspondence. 

Br. Jackon and Br. Oucha 

Br. David from Kenya spoke of learning the 
Truth from the "53 Lessons" DVD. Br. Israel 
had nothing but thankfulness to the brethren 
for their service to him. Br. Jackson attempted 
to translate for Br. Oucha, from the Congo, 
but his zeal overwhelmed the translation and 
we were not able to understand at the mo-
ment. Sr. Sarah had been rooted in Babylon 
and, as a public school teacher, she was 
required to teach simplistic religious con-
cepts. Now, with the Truth, teaching even 
just the primary assumptions became an is-
sue. She solved this conflict by exchanging 

duties with a colleague and now feels re-
lieved of the conflict of teaching what she has 
come to realize is error. Br. Silver sought God 
through the churches but he did not find him 
there. He prayed to learn who God really is. He 
praised the God he knows who led him to the 
Truth. Br. Jerry echoed again the love from 
brethren all over the world who cling to the 
same Ransom hope. The hour passed quickly 
and another day of convention had come to 
an end. 

"I set off to walk a loop of Old Taxi Park. 
Several individuals became my walking com-
panions in the hope of some return in the 
process. A kindly looking grandmother type 
suggested I purchase a quick nip of clear 
liquor offered from the bottom of a water 
bottle. I graciously begged off. A new guide, 
reviling the previous one, praised me on my 
caution, saying: 'That drink would have put 
you to sleep.' I fmally made my way back to 
the Hotel in time to meet Br. Khurrsino and the 
three Kenyans coming from the hospital. Br. 
Pius had not taken to the local cuisine and felt 
bad enough to seek treatment. 

"Brs. Khurrsino and Pius retreated to 
their rooms, while Brs. George Thiongo and 
David Mutei were drawn into a discussion of 
tribalism and African politics. The Kenyans 

Br. George and Br. David 



Children and Sr. Sarah Jjuuko's kitchen 

were glad to have a new president who sup-
pressed their recent tribal violence. Though 
they are each from a different tribe and from 
opposing sides of the conflict, they contin-
ued to hold meetings together even during 
the killings. This was a real 
witness ofthe true spirit of 
Christianity. Finally we bid 
each other good night. 

"On Saturday morn-
ing, we asked everyone 
gathered to pose before 
the Chart for a Conven-
tion Photo. Then we sang 
three hymns, including a 
loving variation of 'Count 
Your Blessings.' Br. Jj-
uuko spoke for an hour 
and a half on "The Foot-
steps of Jesus." Br. Jj-
uuko has a sunny delivery 
and with a twinkle in his 
eye, kept saying `...are 
you getting me?' He left 
us with the direction to answer the question 
presented in the life of Jesus ourselves. The 
remainder of this fourth day involved three 
sessions of fellowship, broken down into 
four rotating groups at two hour intervals. 
But first we rearranged the tables and the 
Congo brethren sang a lively version of 'What 
a Friend We Have In Jesus.' 

"By 5:30 pm everyone appeared to be 
satisfied that their voice had been heard and 
their questions answered. We prepared to 
leave for the home of Br. Jackson. Our cus-
tomary driver was waiting in the basement 
parking garage and we made our way through 
the tightly knit city shops and people, past 
mosques, Hindu temples and churches, and 
finally, into the lush bush of the countryside. 
Asphalt turned to crumbling concrete, then 
to gravel, then to dirt and mud. Our driver 
fearlessly maneuvered through the narrow 
alleys between homes. As soon as we got out 
at Br. Jackson's home, tiny faces from differ-
ent corners peeked out to see who had ar- 

tricity. Our driver joined us on the couch for 
tea. Br. Jackson introduced his wife Barbara, 
who was shy and sweet. She had been born 
Anglican, converted to Pentecostal, but had 
grown uncomfortable with the worship ofthe 

First Uganda Convention Group Photo 

leaders, as had Br. Jackson. 
"He called a child from outside and intro-

duced their children to us one by one. After 
the introductions, the children knelt down 
and 'presented' themselves to us in quiet 
voices. Then followed a discussion on vari-
ous points of Truth, designed primarily for 
Barbara's benefit. A rooster kept trying to  

17 
"Br. Jjuuko lives some distance from 

Kampala, in the opposite direction from the 
airport. After leaving the city, we turned onto 
an unmarked dirt road and down a slight hill 
to the Jjuuko family home. Brs. Kennedy and 

Samuel were also there to 
greet us and to have ex-
tended fellowship with us. 
Br. Jjuuko began building 
the house seven years ago. 
Raw brick and stone pillars 
created the frame of the 
home, but little more had 
been finished. Only the two 
small bedrooms and a tiny 
living room were covered 
by the tin roof. The other 
rooms and kitchen were 
open to the elements. There 
was no running water, so 
the facilities were outside. 
They collect rainwater in a 
reservoir behind the home 
for drinking and washing. 

We took a brieftour of the garden where they 
had banana trees, yams, mangos, oranges, 
avocados, green beans and sugar cane. Be-
cause of the moderate weather, they grow 
produce year round. 

"Inside the house, the five children ap-
proached us one by one, kneeling before us 
and formally 'presenting' themselves accord-
ing to the Ugandan custom. A sudden rain-
storm brought everyone under the shelter of 
the tin roof. The sound of pounding rain was 
so loud that conversation was impossible. 
The rain stopped as suddenly as it began. At 
2:30 pm our driver arrived. All of the Jjuuko 
family, Br. Samuel and Br. Kennedy and his 
family, as well as all our luggage filled the van. 

"We made our way back through Kam-
pala and onward toward Entebbe. We passed 

Corner of Jackson home surrounded by tropics 

rived by car. 
"Br. Jackson walked us between build-

ings and through the front garden to his 
humble home, covered by a simple tin roof for 
shelter. I did not see running water or elec- 

Grace, Aaron, Sarah, Peter, Angela Jjuuko 

slyly make its way into the house and the 
children repeatedly shooed it back. It was his 
son's pet, the brother explained. We left their 
home just as the sun was setting. The driver 
tried to take a detour to avoid stalled traffic in 
Kampala, but the alternate route seemed no 
better. It took nearly an hour to traverse the 
last few miles. We arrived at the hotel quite 
late, but all felt richly rewarded for the time 
spent in fellowship. 

"On Sunday it was time to pack our bags 
for the return home. After our last breakfast 
at the hotel we said our final good-byes to the 
brethren, especially to Br. Khurrsino as he 
was leaving to visit with Br. Jackson's family.  

a number of Lake Victoria resorts until we 
came to the public park. Br. Jjuuko had come 
here before when he and Br. Jackson were 
baptized by Br. Khurrsino. 

"Seven brothers and two sisters opened 
the baptismal service with a hymn, prayer and 
brief testimony meeting. Br. Jjuuko asked if 

See The African Heart page 18 
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The African Heart From page 17 
anyone would like to join Br. Kennedy in immersion. Br. Silver 
Mugisha immediately stepped forward and gave his testimony. We 
were so happy to be welcoming two new ones into Christ. It was a 
blessing to be present on such a special occasion. Br. Allen presented 
a brief message on "Baptism." The symbol and the reality were 
compared and the importance ofthis order truly came to life. Here we 
were at the largest tributary and source of the Nile. The past centuries 
of Christians practicing this symbol never felt more real. 

"After a brief final thanksgiving the brothers went to change. 
Then we walked on the sand through the sunbathers to a metal table 
at the water's edge. As the brothers entered the water there were 
taunts from several swimmers: 'Have these sinned so badly that they 
need to be washed?' But after Br. Jerry had a final word of encourage-
ment and brought them, in symbol, from death unto life, there was a 
smattered outbreak of applause from our beach audience. 

"Finally it was time to go to the airport. The brethren were very 
loving in their good-byes. Br. Jjuuko again offered his sincere thanks 
and respect to us and to all the American brethren who brought the 

Truth not only to his life but to many Africans with open hearts and 
minds who search for God. With final embraces we released each 
other back to our own homes. 

"I loved celebrating the word of Truth with these dear ones. It was 
so refreshing that the brethren really sought to understand the Truth. 
There was no hint of politics that I could discern. Yet everything I 
have seen in Kampala has the dual hope and warning of opportunity. 
I was thinking more simply and could only see Christ in these hearts, 
but I also noted the potholes on the African road. 

"As soon as we entered the plane the air conditioning whisked 
Africa off us. Already it began to feel like a wonderful dream, where 
everyone was happy to see us, willing to share their hearts and the 
little they have. The Truth is almost more real when faced with such 
stark cultural differences. That which stands in common, the Truth 
still and pure as affirmed, becomes almost visible before us— real 
and a universal fact. For me, it was the closest I will ever come to 
walking with the resurrected Jesus on the way to Emmaus. I felt the 
Christian contradiction of being made small so I could be a part of 
his larger plan for all mankind." 0 

Deaths From page 14 
Strawhince, while attending the Polish meetings in New Haven, CT. 
At age sixteen, she married Br. Charles, who was active among the 
Polish brethren. Her faith has been an example to her daughter Sr. 
Anna May Suraci (171 Johnson Rd., Hamden, CT 06518), with 
whom she has lived the last ten years; three grandchildren: Sr. Joy 
Thompson (PO Box 1105, Columbia Falls, MI 59912), Br. Rick 
Suraci (219 Johnson Rd., Hamden, CT 06518), David and Merrily 
Lacombe; eight great-grandchildren and one great-great grand-
child. Br. Rick, her grandson, gave the funeral service May 12 with 
approximately 75 in attendance. 

■Sr. Lucy Panucci, age 87, died April 22 ending a consecrated walk 
of 67 years. Her parents Br. Peter and Sr. Josephine Capano 

introduced her to the Truth. They 
were active with the Italian Bible 
Students holding meetings and 
entertaining pilgrim brethren in their 
home. In 1948, Sr. Lucy married Br. 
Joseph Panucci. For more than 25 
years, the Italian Dawn was printed in 
their home with cooperation from the 
Italian brethren in the Groton class. 
She and Br. Joe traveled to 
conventions in many parts of the 
world, especially to South America 
where they participated in four 
conventions. In the Lord' s 
providence, they helped initiate the 

Frank and Ernest Radio Programs in the Spanish language broadcast 
to Peru, Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Chile and Mexico. Sr. Lucy 
spent much time in Italy with Br. Joe to prepare for the Italian 
conventions. They also served brethren at conventions in Germany, 

England, Romania and France. She is survived by Br. Joseph (36 Old 
Colony Way Unit 29, Orleans, MA 02653); one daughter: Sr. Lisa 
Bushy and grandson Mark Bushy. Br. Julius Panucci (cousin) and 
David Bushy (son-in-law) officiated at her funeral with 150 in 
attendance. 

■Br. Walter L. Doctor Sr., ended his earthly pilgrimage on June 
24 shortly after he suffered a massive 
stroke at the age of 86. Consecrating 
in 1956, he was a reliable and resolute 
deacon in the Chicago Bible 
Students for over 40 years. He is 
survived by his wife of 64 years, Sr. 
Harriet (1327 Brown St., Unit 610, 
Des Plaines, IL 60016); two sons: 
Walter Jr., and Br. Richard (6748 
Breckenridge Rd., Lisle, IL 60532, e-
mail: richard.doctor@att.net);  five 
grandchildren: Anthony, Gina, 
Steven, Alaethia and Br. Philip and 
six great-grandchildren. Br. Art 
Jezuit delivered the funeral message 
June 27 with over 150 present. 

■Sr. Dorothy Cole of the Albuquerque Bible Students died April 
19, ten days short of her 99t h  birthday. Sr. Dorothy was born to a 
family of six living in a two-room house her father built amid 240 
acres in New Mexico. Learning contentment with whatever the Lord 
provided, she began her own marriage in a two-room home that grew 
as her family grew. She will be missed by her three children: Helen 
Keso (5704 Tinnin Rd. N.W., Los Ranchos, NM 87107), Jerry and 
Roberta; nine grandchildren, 20 great-grandchildren and five great-
great grandchildren.D 

Afflicted From page 7 
pulmonary embolism (blood clot in the lung). The Lord cared for Br. 
Eric at this dangerous time, as part of a clot could have broken off 
and caused a severe stroke or death. After CT, MRI scans, ultrasound, 
echocardiogram, and multiple blood tests, the doctors concluded 
that he has a genetic predisposition to developing clots and have 
placed him on blood thinners. Having a definite diagnosis was a 
direct answer to prayer. The same symptoms have reoccurred every 
few months for several years. He had assumed it was heart trouble but 
doctors determined that his heart and arteries are healthy. Now that 

the problem is properly diagnosed his doctors can give proper 
treatment. Hospitalized a week, Br. Eric returned home only to be 
rushed by ambulance the next day back to the hospital after 
experiencing severe breathing difficulties which were found to be 
caused by pneumonia. Doctors confessed he should be readmitted 
but, because of insurance restrictions, they sent him home with 
antibiotics. Br. Eric's faith is strong through these disconcerting 
experiences. He thanks the brethren for their encouragement and 
most especially, for their prayers.D 



Sr. Sarah Hess, 
Associated Bible 
Students of Central 
Ohio, daughter of 
Br. David and Sr. 
Becky Hess, fifth 
generation to make 
a consecration unto 
sacrifice. 

Nigeria At Oron, 
May 30 

From the Oron City 
Ecclesia: 

Br. Efiong Odiuse 
Br. Philip David 
Sr. Godgift Bassey 

rom the Okobo 
Ecclesia: 

Br. Bright Utok 
Br. Jackson Nyong 
Sr. Blessing Utok 

Sr. Sarah being immersed by her grandfather 
Br. Leon Millin 

At Agawam, MA June 14 

Br. Peter Bovat and Sr. Lisa Bovat, 
husband and wife, both of the Agawam 
Ecclesia. Br. Pete was raised a 
Jehovah's Witness.0 

New brothers and sisters in Nigeria 

Br. and Sr. Bovat 
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Conventions 
"For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favor of the LORD." Proverbs 8:35 

July 25, 26 Champaign/Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible 
Students Annual. Theme Study: Parousia, Epiphania and 
Apokalupsis, Theme Text: Lev. 25:10. Eastland Suites, 1907 N. 
Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. Contact the Secretary: Karen 
Wildblood. Phone: (217) 239-9820. E-mail: 
kwildblood@mchsi.com  

August 1, 2 Winnipeg, Canada. Winnipeg Bible Students Annual. 
Northwood Community Center, 1415 Burrows Avenue, Winnipeg 
R2X0S8, Canada. Four speakers. Contact: Barry Kuly, 108 Stevens 
Avenue West, Lockport, Manitoba R1A 2S3, Canada. E-mail: 
thekulys@shaw.ca  

August 14-16 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students. 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, 14811 Kruse Oaks Dr., Lake Oswego, OR 
97035. Phone: (503) 624-8400. Contact the Secretary: Sharon 
Leslie, 10034 SW 52nd Avenue, Portland, OR 97219-5821. E-mail: 
PortlandBible@comcast.net  

September 4-6 Sacramento, California. Antioch Bible Students. 
New Location: Courtyard by Marriott, 2101 River Plaza Dr., Sacra-
mento, CA 95833. Phone: (916) 922-1120. Four Speakers. 
Contact Robert Long. Phone: (916) 727-6308. E-mail: 
robcarollong@comcast.net  

September 5, 6 Lisle, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students. 
Hilton Hotel, 3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, IL. Five Speakers. 
Panel Discussion on 2 Peter 3:11. For accommodations and 
programs contact: Ruth Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park, 
IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. E-mail: lenru@sbcglobal.net  

September 11 -13 Huntsville, Alabama. Huntsville Bible 
Students, Beville Conference Center and Hotel, 550 Sparkman 
Drive, Huntsville, AL 35816. Reservations contact the hotel: (256) 

721-0428. For other information contact: Jim Cothren. Phone: 
(256) 852-8505. E-mail: jimmycothren@att.net  

September 19, 20 Columbus, Indiana. Columbus Indiana Bible 
Students Third Annual Olde Time Harvest. Layered and outdoor 
attire is most appropriate. Contact the Secretary: Esther Ledwinka, 
10096 E. 550 N, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 546-5311. E-
mail: ledwinka@tls.net  

September 26, 27 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual. Location: Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH 
45356. Four Speakers. Contact the Secretary: James Watkins, 6760 
Chambersburg Road, Dayton, OH 45424. Phone: (937) 233-2327. 
E-mail: jimwatldns@juno.com  

October 3, 4 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Annual. Comfort Inn Fiesta, 6755 North FM 1604 West, San 
Antonio, TX 78256. Phone: (210) 696-4766. For more information 
contact the Secretary: Sandy Hendrix. Phone: (512) 423-5598. 

October 24, 25 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route 
119, Connellsville, PA 15425. Five Speakers. Theme: "The 
Importance of Faith—How to Increase It." Theme Text: Luke 17:5 
Contact the Secretary: Jennifer Cramer, 240 Zitney Road, 
Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone: (724) 529-2105. E-mail: 
brentandjenc@gmail.com  

November 27, 28 Louisville, Kentucky. New Albany-Louisville 
Bible Students. Thanksgiving Convention. Three speakers. Best 
Western Airport East/Expo Center, 1921 Bishop Lane, Louisville, 
KY 40218-1901. Contact the Secretary: Martha Moody. Phone: 
(502) 267-9843. e-mail : jinmmem1874@bellsouth.net  

Ecclesias submitting c onvention listings for publication in the Newsletter Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
Newsletter, holds th at such harmony includes agreement on the following of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
points: 1) That Past or C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 
3) That the Churc h is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

New Brethren From page 13 
	

At Columbus, OH June 7 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) who elect elders from within and without to serve 
as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort of Bible 
Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as 
revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the 
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes 
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's 
writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when 
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the convention 
page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings for 
publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph, 2:20 -22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God. and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
.. that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 

as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

