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Uplifting Memories from the Land Down Under
a long time in the Jehovah's Witnesses organization before finding the Bible Students.
Though I only studied with the Witnesses for
one and a half years, we had many common
experiences to share. His wife Sr. ChinChin
was a delightful hostess. She is of Chinese
descent and is working diligently on correcting the
Traditional
Chinese
translation of
the First Volume Though
it was a brief
During the month of January 2009, it was visit in the
Br. and Sr. Ostapovitch
possible, by the Lord's grace, to visit the Sydney area
there
was
brethren in Australia for the second time.
The first trip in the spring of 2008 was time to have a meeting on Friday evening
limited to the State of Queensland. This time where about 10 were present.
it was possible to visit a large majority of the
On Saturday, January 3, I flew to Brisbrethren.
bane, Queensland for the second leg of the
The fellowship began in Sydney on Janu- journey. Most of the brethren in Queensland
ary 1st with Br. Fred Delon, who drove me to live within a few hours of the Brisbane area.
his home from the airport. We discussed our I revisited virtually all of the approximately
backgrounds twenty brethren in the region. Br. Don and
and found Sr. Freya Ostapovitch and their son Michael
some amaz- live closest to Brisbane in Loganlea. We had
ing similari- some nice fellowship at their home and at
ties in both meetings during both my stays. Some of
our back- those meetings were in the home of Br.
ground expe- Emanuel Svoboda who
riences and lives just across the state
our view- line in Bilambil
Br. and Sr. Delon
points. As of- Heights, New South
ten happens with brethren we meet for the Wales. The entire refirst time, it soon seemed as though we had gion, known as the Gold
known each other for many years. He spent Coast, is a beautiful area
with some of the finest
Br. Tosh
beaches in the world.
Greetings in the Lord
After a week in the Gold Coast area, I went
north by rail to Nambour where Br. Greig and
In this issue, we encourage all to reflect on Sr. Linda Tosh live. Sr. Nancy Geelan prothe meaning of the Memorial. It is a special vided transportation to their home then to a
time to re-dedicate ourselves to fulfilling nearby rain forest, and later that evening,
our consecration vow, demonstrate our love back to the train station. It was a pleasant
for the Redeemer and memorialize his death mixture of enjoying nature while talking
as the Ransom for all. It is a celebration of the about the Truth.
The next stop was in Gympie where the
greatest event in history. We remember, "I
am the bread of life; he that cometh to me Greenhalgh family lives. Br. Darryn picked
shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me up at the train station, while Sr. Melinda
remained at home with their baby. They live
me shall never thirst." John 6:35
May our Heavenly Father bless you as on a 640 acre cattle ranch where Br. Darryn' s
you meditate upon this most wonderful gift parents —Br. Henry and Sr. Margaret— also
live. It is typical countryside for that part of
from God.

The country of Australia is a testimony to the
magnificent beauty found in God's natural
creation. For us,
however, the main
event of any trip is to
be with the new
creation. The following article contains
Br. Allen Springer's
impressions of two
Br. Springer
recent visits to our
Australian brethren. Australians call their
home Oz (or the Land of Oz) and pronounce
"Aussie" as "Ozzie."

Australia.

About half
the property
is covered in
trees and the
rest is grazing
area for the
Br. and Sr. Greenhalgh, Jr.
cattle. One
day during
the first visit we saw a small group of kangaroos grazing. One was standing straight up,
serving as a sort of lookout for the others. He
appeared to be taller than I. We were able to
get quite close before they bounded off. The
senior Greenhalghs were not at home during
the January visit, as they had already left for
the Melbourne area. The fellowship was
very special. Sr. Melinda is originally from
Arduzel, Romania, which is one of several
Hungarian
villages in
Romania
where there
are brethren.
I have known
her and her
family for
Br. and Sr. Greenhalgh, Sr.
many years.
Our furthest visit to the North was with an
interested couple in Maryborough. The
Greenhalghs were kind enough to make the
one-hour drive there and back on Saturday
from their home. They packed up the baby
and we went to the Sunday meeting at
Caloundra, about two hours to the South—
this was the largest meeting we had in Queensland, at the apartment of Sr. Mary Grudzien,
overlooking the Pacific Ocean. There were
about 12-15 present for the discourse on
"The Feast of Tabernacles" and a study of
"Seven Things Which the Lord Hates," followed by a lunch where everyone brought
something. Sadly, as
of this writing, more
than 35 miles of the
beaches near her home
are covered in black
sludge from an oil and
chemical spill. The
cargo ship Pacific AdSr. Grudzien
venturer was damaged
during a recent hurricane and lost a large
quantity of oil and 30 truck-sized containers
See Australia page 3
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee."

■ST.. Venice Tsimonis (567 Highland Ave., 2nd Floor, Waterbury,
CT 06708) thanks the brethren for their prayers, cards and phone
calls as she recuperates from her December 5
heart attack. She cannot express enough how
wonderful it is to have the love and care of the
brethren. The Lord has watched over her in this
time of need when the flesh was weak. "Thou
shalt guide me with thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in
heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth
that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is
the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever." Psa. 73:24-26

■Sr. JoAnne Hudaverdi (748 Nut Plains Rd., Guilford, CT 06437)
suffered the loss of her husband of 26 years who died February 14
after suffering with cancer and its treatments since December 2007.
Consecrated two years, Sr. JoAnne developed faith as the Lord
sustained her and her husband John, giving them peace of mind.
They were impressed by having received cards from brethren they
did not know. She is thankful her husband requested Br. Rick Suraci
to conduct his funeral service. She thanks the brethren for the
prayers, scriptures and cards that helped lift their burdens. "Blessed
be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love."

■Br. Sam Watts (2706 E. 11th St., Odessa, TX 79761, e-mail:
Sam.Watts@windstream.net) was shocked when a police officer
phoned him January 5 informing him that his
52 year-old brother, Willard Charles, was
found dead behind a dumpster. At the
memorial service Br. Sam spoke on the ransom,
resurrection and restitution, to more than 140
people, most of whom were unfamiliar with the
Truth. Br Sam looks forward to the time in the
Kingdom when his brother will make progress
up the highway of holiness and be freed from the bondage of sin.
■Sr. Harriet Tsimonis (54 Benton Rd., Morris, CT 06763, e-mail:
Tsimonis @ aol.com) had hip replacement surgery December 24. She
is rejoicing in the Lord's providential care given through the timely
visit of her sister and brother-in-law Alverta
and John Poison as they attend to the needs of
her husband Br. Tony, who has Parkinson's
disease.
Sr. Harriet reports she is pain free and has
experienced no problems during recuperation. She appreciates the support and offers of
assistance from the brethren as they prepare for
the summer youth camp at their home.
■Sr. Alice Magness (2024 N. Memorial Pkwy., Apt. R1, Huntsville,
AL 35810) had a pacemaker implanted October 23. Post surgery she
experienced a great deal of pain throughout her body. When doctors
finally examined her, they found they had neglected to activate the
pacemaker. Once remotely activated, it was more than three weeks
before she felt any improvement. Weak at times from Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) Sr. Alice fixes her attention

Psalms 63:3

on studying God' s word. She is thankful to still be here and learning.
She does need the prayers of the brethren to have patience and keep
the right attitude. (The Newsletter was recently informed of her
experience and we apologize for the delay in reporting.)
■Br. M. Abel (C/O Samuel J Prasad, `Blessington' , #34, Serpentine
St., Richmond Town, Bengaluru 560 025, India) had successful
kidney transplant surgery January 24. First diagnosed with renal
failure in the winter of 2006 at the age of 23, he
immediately began dialysis every third day.
Searching for a donor or possible alternative
treatments proved to be faith challenging
hurdles. His mother was willing to donate a
kidney but tests determined she needed
surgery for an unknown problem. His sister
volunteered but after elaborate tests doctors
discovered she had hypothyroidism. An attempt to treat him with
specific indigenous medication proved a futile exercise that
weakened him and resulted in a long recovery. In the meantime his
sister's successful hypothyroidism treatment allowed her to be the
potential donor. However, Br. Abel developed complications which
had to be treated. Continued dialysis was difficult and inconvenient
but he endured through the grace of our Lord.
Further delay came when the government ordered a temporary
cessation of transplants to protect innocent people who were being
enticed by middle men to sell their kidneys for a meager sum. Even
with his sister as the donor, the relationship had to be established by
DNA tests. This required travel to Hyderabad but, once there, she fell
ill and needed prolonged treatment. Finally, Br. Abel's father came
forward and was approved as an appropriate match. Before the
surgical wound closed, Br. Abel's new kidney started functioning.
Br. Prasad, a physician who supervised Br. Abel's medical needs,
reports: "We thank all those brethren who looked after him, helped
manage his finances, food and personal care. We also are thankful
for all those who met the expenses to date. We are grateful to our
Almighty Father and our Saviour Jesus for all the providences. Br.
Abel's long wait for the transplant and the many hurdles he had to
face required much patience, faith and courage. He was always
prayerful and so were brethren across the world... We thank our Lord
for all the timely help given Br. Abel and look forward to his
continued devoted service to the Lord."
■Sr. Isabelle Baker (2503 Appaloosa Ln., Mahomet, IL 61853, email: jbaker@dishmail.net) had total hip replacement surgery
February 2. The case was complicated due to her previous partial
replacement in 2002. Doctors operated longer
than anticipated and as a result she needed
three units of blood. Sr. Isabelle spent six
weeks in a nursing care facility with therapy
twice a day and rejoiced in the opportunity to
share tracts. This has been an eventful year as
Sr. Isabelle is still adjusting to her move to
Illinois from Indiana nine months prior to
surgery. By the Lord's grace, she is determined to do her part to aid
her recuperation. ❑

Any saint of God may have tears in the trying experiences of the journey in the narrow way, but none is excusable for murmuring.
"Cast thy burden upon the LORD and he shall sustain thee..." Psa. 55:22. Songs in the Night, June 1
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Entered Into Rest
"But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 15:57

■ Br. Richard Tennant of the North Suburban Detroit Bible
Students died January 18 at age 66 from liver and kidney failure. Br.
Richard and his wife Sr. Carol first
attended the Pontiac class in 1971,
consecrating in 1980. Supporting
the activities of the ecclesia, he
especially enjoyed distributing
"The Divine Plan of the Ages" at
the Michigan State Fair. He
displayed overcoming faith
dealing with the 1990 death of his
teenage son Timothy in a car
accident. He is missed by his wife
of 37 years, Sr. Carol (743 Oxhill
Dr. E., White Lake, MI 48386) three
daughters: Debbie McGrath,
Diana Kropp, both of Louisiana,
and Michelle Alexander (3085
McCammon Chase Dr., Lewis Center, OH 43035), seven
grandchildren, a sister and both parents. Br. John Hummel
conducted the funeral service January 21 with 75 in attendance.
■ Sr. Orvamae (Pat) Swartz, died January 3 at age 77 after being
in poor health the last twenty years. Isolated in the Birmingham,
Alabama area, she studied personally with one or two others until
health and age no longer permitted. Internet meetings sustained her
spiritually. She often listened while sick in bed and considered
herself an on-line member of the Wenatchee, Washington Ecclesia.
Sr. Pat's family heritage in the Truth goes back to the days of Pastor

Russell. Consecrating as an adult, she did not have the opportunity
to be immersed until 2001 in Huntsville, Alabama. Br. David Doran
spoke at her January 10 funeral in Noblesville, Indiana to about 20
in attendance. Br. Mark Tribble conducted a memorial service a
week later in Warrior, Alabama for about 25.
Sr. Pat is survived by her husband Fred; three children: Caryn
Lance, Cathie Zimmerman and Allen Zimmerman and five grandchildren. The family appreciated the many letters, expressions of
love, calls and prayers received during Sr. Pat's illnesses and death.
They recognized the Bible Students memorial services expressed
her beliefs as she faithfully shared them with her family.

■ Br. Ricardo (Rick) Allen, age 48, died of heart failure February
15 ending a consecrated walk of 24
years. His early Christian life began
in the Oakland County [MI]
Ecclesia but health problems
restricted his mobility the last 14
years. He spent his limited energy
witnessing to whomever would
listen, studying and singing praises
to God. He is greatly missed by his
wife of almost 25 years, Sr. Sheri
(45647 Harry St., Utica, MI. 48317,
e-mail: sheri.allen7@gmail.com),
children: Shawn, Angela and
Lindsey and two grandchildren. Br.
Ric Cunningham conducted his
memorial service February 21 to the 40 in attendance]❑

Australia From page 1

full of ammonium nitrate.
There are no large ecclesias in Queensland, with the brethren being scattered in
twos and threes. To make up for this they try
to hold a general meeting, from time to time,
such as the one we had at Caloundra.
The brethren also make use of Internet
meetings via Skype [similar to CUSeeMe ].
Since arriving home in Sighet, Romania, it
has been possible to attend one of the on-line
meetings from time-to-time It is a Volume
One study and at one recent meeting there
were about ten in attendance from all parts of
Australia.
The highlight of the Queensland portion

of the trip was the personal fellowship with
brethren in their homes.
The third leg of the trip was to Melbourne
where the largest group of Bible Students
live. There are more than 100 brethren in the
immediate area, meeting in several ecclesias. The first four days of the visit were spent
at the annual convention at a beautiful mountain retreat called the ESA Conference Center, less than two hours northeast of Melbourne, adjacent to the town of Marysville.
About 70 attended from all parts of Australia, even from as far away as Perth, which is
in the State of Western Australia nearly 3,000
km/1875 miles away.

The attractive facility included a large
main hall, separate dining hall and small
lodges with five to six
sleeping rooms in each.
One evening we were
Curious Koala
visited by a curious
koala that climbed up
one of the many eucalyptus trees surrounding the complex.
In addition to the daily sessions — with
discourses, special presentations and hymn
services — separate young people's meetings ran concurrently. One day after the
See Australia page 6

This dramatic series of pictures shows part of the convention complex and nearby areas before, during and after the bush fires in Marysville
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Our Brethren Speak
"I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD,

and the praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD hath bestowed on us,..." Isaiah 63:7

Testimonies at Chicago, IL December 28
Blessings Visiting Retirement Center
Br. Erwin Kalinski, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"First I thank all of the brethren for coming. It is easy for the devil
to discourage us from coming, especially when the weather is not
exactly what we would like. Last month we
were invited to serve the brethren at the Bible
Student Retirement Center... It was a trip of a
lifetime which we enjoyed for six days. We
asked to stay at the Center to see what it was
like and it is fabulous. We were treated like a
king and a queen from morning till evening...
We appreciate the work that Sr. Lee Manzuk
does for the brethren there. We went on a sightseeing trip with Sr. Lee and Sr. Nancy Zuniga and enjoyed their
service to us... We saw many wonderful beauties of nature. We
visited with many brethren in their homes and also at the hospital.
We were able to give four discourses, serving two classes. I would
encourage you to visit the Retirement Center—whether you would
like to live there or just to visit. The apartments and food are great
and best of all the fellowship is super. I ask an interest in your
prayers."
Following Up on Mother's Witnessing
Br. Tim Sochaci, Detroit (MI) Metro Ecclesia
"I thank everyone for their e-mails, cards and phone calls and
especially your thoughts and prayers. I felt them all. Those that knew
my mother, now beyond the veil, remember her
love and kindness and her care for her family
and for you here. While she was in the nursing
home, she met with a lot of people. One person
named Sara Watkins is a delightful person full
of smiles. I read the Bible with her and she
knows I will tell her of the Truth. On our way
to another room, she tells everyone that we are
going to learn about God and to come and join us. It inspires me. I
love going there. I love you all and care for you."
"Ask...that Your Joy May be Full"
Sr. Paula Ashley, Akron (OH)
"I am thankful to be here. I have thanked brethren for their cards and
e-mails over the Internet but I want to thank you personally. Thank
you for your prayers. The Lord is good and
gracious. I have tried to convey this to the
doctors and my friends at work. I have gone
back to work within the last month and a half.
The Lord provided the work. I was not sure
whether to go back or not and prayed fervently
about it. I remember asking the Lord if I should
stay home with my husband and children.
Within five minutes of praying, a person from the country club where
I had been employed called to ask if I could start back to work the
next week. An hour later someone from the coffee shop where I used
to work asked me to come back also. I took this from the Lord that
I will be around for awhile and be able to raise our children in the
Truth and to love the Lord. This is the most important thing. The
scripture that I have been dwelling upon these last few months is
"...ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." (John 16:24)
I have had that fullness of joy even here on this earth by the Lord
granting me good health again and by just doing the little things in

life like driving my children to school or cooking a meal. These are
such joys because I could not do them this past summer. Our faith
was tested again— to the brink— in these past three weeks. The Lord
always sends the comfort right to us. It is such a joy to be here and
to see all of you..."
Witnessing to Moses in Iraq
Sr. Joy Kandel, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"... I would appreciate your prayers that I might have more wisdom.
... I try to remember all of you in prayer. One experience I have been
grateful for is that the Chicago Bible Students
gave me an assignment to answer e-mail
witness inquiries. Early on, I received a letter
from Moses Musabe whose home was in
Uganda—but he was working as a civilian in
Iraq. He asked how he could be a better
Christian. I wrote, "Be kind to your wife and
just with your children. Try to live a life with
those around you so that you are a good example of being a
Christian." Well, of course, he said he was not married and did not
have any children. He gave me a list of 12 rules he had—do not drink,
smoke and others. We have kept up our correspondence for three
years. Each time I think I will never hear from him again, as I have
gotten a little harder on him. He has a wonderful faith in the Lord,
but anything I tell him about the Harvest Message goes right over
his head. He is looking for the Lord to come. He is looking for the
Kingdom—but I am sure he has a different viewpoint from mine. I
try to tell him kindly about the Truth. In the last letter, he said that
he went back to Uganda—he could not take Iraq anymore. He had
a few thousand dollars which was used up in paying his mother's
health care in the hospital. He could not find work and he felt that
he would have to join the American army. Well what could I say?
I told him that Jesus' Kingdom was not of this world. If it was, he
would have had his disciples fight for him. I do not know if I will
hear from him again. I leave it with the Lord. I pray for wisdom
regarding many things—and this Moses is one of them right now."
Testimonies at New Albany, IN November 29
My Spiritual Family
Sr. Sandy Cothren, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia
"I bring love from our class especially from Sr. Alice Magness who
recently had a pacemaker put in. She has not been able to come to
class for a while. Br. John Hasty had by-pass
surgery and a valve replacement and is
currently in rehabilitation. I am sure they
would both be thankful for an interest in your
prayers. Sr. Rachel [wife] is anxious to be
reunited with Br. Johnny. She is currently
staying with Br. Brendan and Sr. Karen
Getchel who are caring for her. She was unable
to be at our convention in September because she was in
rehabilitation. Sr. Karen helps with her diet and increasing her
strength so that she will be stronger when Br. John gets home. I thank
the class for having this convention. I appreciated the elders' service
to us and have enjoyed all of the discourses... This is a time when
people like to be with their families but I am thankful for the blessing
of being here with my spiritual family... The brethren are an
encouragement to each other... I have a tendency to think that my
experiences are unique—or that I am the only one having that
experience. As I talk to the brethren, I learn that mine are not unusual.

They might be tailor-made for me but not something strange
happening just to me... I have a tendency to get down but know we
should not be depressed or discouraged. The sharing of your
experiences with me encourages me. One of the things that I have
been most thankful for is that even though I fail and fall, I am able
to get back up. The Lord strengthens me and forgives me. I have a
hope that others do not have. Many live in situations in which they
feel hopeless. I am grateful that no matter how much I fail, it is not
hopeless. It is a blessing to be here and I am thankful for the Truth.
I love all of you..."

"Joy in the Journey"
Sr. Cher El Hagensick, Chicago (IL) and Sr. Mariana Boaca
(Moldova)
Sr. Cher-El: "Love from your brethren in Chicago and special love
from Br. Allen Springer in Romania."
Sr. Mariana: "Love from my parents and my
mother-in-law from Moldova. They love you
and keep you in their prayers all of the time."
Sr. Cher-El: "As you can see, my special
blessing this year is having Br. Vova and Sr.
Mariana here with me and having them get to
know the brethren in the States—whom I have
known and loved all my life... Br. Art Ledwinka started this meeting by mentioning the
scripture `...consider one another to provoke unto love and good
works... '(Heb 10:24). This is what I hope to do by giving you a few
more names to add to your prayer list. Hopefully, you will be more
faithful than I am even though I try hard to be faithful in this. The
Israelites of old had a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night telling
them when to move and where to go to next. As with Abraham and
as with the Israelites, some brethren have had to live their lives
waiting for that cloud to move—not knowing when or where it
would go—being sent to a land unknown to them until they arrived,
not knowing how long they would stay before going to the next
place. I have been blessed in my life. I have had a stable home
environment in Chicago with my parents in the Truth. Even though
I have chosen to live in other lands and other cities I have always had
a place to come home to.
"This morning at 10:00 a.m. the Parker family set off for the next
stop on their journey. There is a song I like that says, `There is joy
in the journey...' We have our eyes on the end goal but there is joy
in the process also. Their next stop is taking them forty-five minutes
west of Memphis, Tennessee. This is not a place they would have
chosen... Br. Arthur has been seeking work near brethren for the past
year. He had job offers away from brethren—never near them. This
time the job offer included paying all relocation expenses and
putting them up in a motel for three months. They want him and his
skills and are willing to do what it takes to get him He felt this was
the Lord saying the cloud is moving and it is time to move on. This
morning they began the next step of their journey to Forest City,
Arkansas, which is right off highway 40 on the way to Ft. Worth. So
remember that you have brethren there that love you...
"During the last stop in their journey, the Lord brought special
blessings and experiences to them and to us. They were in our home
for about a year before dad went into his final illness. The final
portion involved more than mom could do alone-24/7 care is
impossible day after day after day. The Lord provided Sr. Tamara
who had no shyness in... working with the feeding tube, preparing
the medicines or giving treatments to facilitate breathing—she was
willing and capable. With cheerfulness and love she helped dad.
Until I die, I can never repay the love that she has shown us. I
appreciate that. The Lord has given her a special reward. In this past
year two of her sons consecrated and made the Lord first in their lives.
Now the Lord has called [the parents] to Arkansas. The boys are
-
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remaining in Chicago to finish the school year. They want to be close
to the brethren and be active in a class. It is the first time since the
early years of their marriage that the Parkers have been without
children, a new experience. Any parent who has had that experience
knows better than I what it is like. Please keep them and their sons
in prayer.
"We received a letter via Br. Ron' s list from Br. Prem in India. He
mentioned the problems of terrorist attacks in Mumbai. The Barsa
family lives close by. They have not been personally affected by
this but the suffering all around them has affected all the brethren.
India is a land of great contrast, a country with the richest of the rich
and the poorest of the poor. It is an old culture filled with beauty and
horror, including paganism... Good and bad are mixed together in
India and it has had an effect upon the brethren..."

A Reason to Live and Die
Sr. Sarah Easton, New Albany (IN) / Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"...In terms of the doctrines, in terms of the profession of our faith
without wavering—I would say that the Truth gave me a reason to
live. If you are a person in the world and there is no answer for what
is going on....for the emptiness and aching inside of you that says
there is something more but the answers you are getting are
inadequate... when finally, a servant of the Lord gives you the Truth,
by the Lord's grace... you are suddenly endowed with a reason to live
as opposed to existing. Until the time that I could understand the
Truth, I was in an existence mode and the pain of that was awful. To
be given a reason to live which meant that I also had a reason to die—
I am grateful for that experience and for all of you. It was the means
by which I was reassured that I was not 'nuts.' I would rather be nuts
and believe the Truth than live in a world which is incredibly empty
without God I thank you all for being here and for the privilege of
calling you my brethren in Christ."
—

Letter of Testimony
Reinforcing the Truth in Our Little Ones
Sr. Barbara Chastain, Southwest (AZ) Bible Students
"...We prayed to... be a blessing at our convention... The theme was
the Parousia, Epiphania and Apokalupsis. The speakers clearly
explained these words and their Biblical
usage.
"I was privileged to have a Bible class for
the 4 to 7 year olds. With the help of Br. John
Harris' son Nathan, 14, who has been well
trained by his father in the Truth, we were able
to impress upon some of these little minds the
meaning of these Greek words... We told them
to quiz their parents as to the meanings of parousia, epiphania and
apokalupsis... Can you imagine a four-year- old asking their parents
what parousia means on the way home from convention?... We had
some light and sound action going on behind a sheet from sevenyear-old Matteo Nicolosi. The children knew he had gone behind
the sheet after the Bible class started, therefore, he was present
(parousia) but unseen. When the lights went off in the room, it was
hard not to pay attention to the bright shining (epiphania) and
commotion behind the sheet. The children could tell something was
going on, and that something big was going to happen. Then
suddenly it was quiet, all of the lights went back on, the sheet came
down and there was the revealment (apokalupsis) of little Matteo in
a Roman soldier's suit, with sword and crown, [picturing] the time
when the world will see what the Lord Jesus is doing. Hopefully these
Greek words have a meaning to the children now.
"... Matteo told Sr. Ruth Bender that he now says, "Present" when
his teacher calls roll...instead of "Here." ...We look forward to the
children letting their light shine. This was one of my highlights of
our convention." ❑
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the family asked me
how I came into the
regular sessions, there
Truth. While describwas a campfire with
ing the death of my
fellowship and singyoung friend Jace
ing late into the
Howard, from arare geevening. Some of the
netic condition, they
subjects considered
stopped me in surprise.
during the convention
Both Br. Andrew and
included: "The Plowhis son James have the
man and the Reaper,"
same condition. Once
"Under His Wings,"
it is known, proper pre"Jacob's Trouble" and
cautions can be taken
"Review of the Letter
Brisbane
to avoid the kind of
to the Romans." There
situation that took the
were several unschedlife of my friend. James
uled sessions during
was skilled at athletfree time, including
ics but he has had to
one on a recent visit to
cut back consethe Philippines by Brs.
quently.
Adam Kopczyk and
Br. Nohan Harsha
Ray Charlton.
Melbourne
took vacation from
Little did we know
work, so we were able
that only a few days
to have more extenafter our departure, the
sive fellowship with
facility and the entire
him, his wife Sr. Rantown of nearby MarysOutline of Australia, with areas visited designated
jini and their two sons.
ville, had several hundred homes burned to the ground. This was people's sessions. It was possible to meet a Br. Nohan and I had met over the Internet but
the result of recent bush fires in that part of number of brethren who were not at the not in person.
Another overruling was evident in the
Australia. Only one building was left stand- convention.
ing in the town. A number of residents lost
I stayed at the home of Br. Adam last-minute arrangements made in Meltheir lives. Only a couple of the lodges Kopczyk' s parents, Br. Leszek and Sr. Lidia. bourne to get inoculations there for an upremained intact at the convention center. They are originally from Poland. Br. Leszek coming trip to Uganda. The need for these
With such massive destruction, it is uncer- had many interesting stories to tell of his life shots was made known to me only a few days
tain if they will rebuild. In any case, another in Poland during difficult times. We found before leaving for Australia. In addition,
facility will be used for next year's gather- we had a number of things in common He there is no clinic that I know of in Romania,
ing.
also was raised Roman Catholic and became where I live, which could have provided the
After the convention, we went to Mel- disenchanted at a very young age (about 10 shots. If the trip to Australia had not been
bourne for the last four days of the trip. It is years old). He found the writings of Br. made, the subsequent trip to Uganda (in
summer in Australia in February, so it was Russell and accepted them at the age of 13, May) would not have been possible.
One morning we had the added privilege
quite warm in Melbourne — between 43C- at that time without the support of his family.
47C (109F-117F) each day. This was a He consecrated at 19 years of age. Through of visiting a nearby wildlife reserve with
record for that area, and contributed to the much difficulty, he eventually managed to several of the brethren. In this refuge many
local species are protected in their natural
dry conditions which allowed such massive move to Australia and start a new life.
bush fires to spread so rapidly.
It was also possible to visit the home of Br. habitats.
Once again the highlight of the time in
There were special meetings at the Polish Andrew and Sr. Kathy Mistarz and their
Bible Students hall every night of the week children. My first meeting with Br. Andrew Melbourne was in personal fellowship,
while we were there. The regular meetings was more than 20 years ago when he visited mostly at the homes of brethren where I
are all in the Polish language. The visiting the United States. It was a blessing to have stayed. Special thanks to Brs. Ray Charlton,
speakers, who were also at the convention, some fellowship and discussion. One rather and Adam Kopczyk as their help was invaluSee Australia page 7
served with discourses as well as young remarkable coincidence came to light when
Australia From page 3

ryborough

Caloundra

Bilambil Heights

Brs. Leszek, and Adam, Sr. Lidia and James
Kopczyk

Br. Andrew, Sr. Kathy Mistarz and children

Br. and Sr. Harsha their sons and Br. Allen
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Blessings From The Lord in Israel
Sr. Connie Campbell, now residing at the
Bible Students Retirement Center, moved to
Israel in 1968 with her husband Br. Jack and
children. Br. Jack who, by profession, was
a restorer of antiquities worked on an altar
at Solomon's Fortess in Tel-Arad and other
sites throughout Israel. He died in 1992. Sr.
Connie moved back to the U.S. in 2002. At
the Newsletter's request, she here gives us a
brief summary of her four month trip.

My trip to Israel in May, 2008, was a
wonderful event. As the plane touched down
at Ben Gurion Airport on a sunny afternoon,
everyone clapped and laughed as a salute to
the Captain of the aircraft for our safe arrival.
My daughter, her husband and my daughterin-law, met me with hugs and kisses and it
was a show of happiness all around. This was
going to be my last trip to Israel. I had lived
there a total of 27 years, on two separate
occasions. The Lord directed my path step
by step. I have three sons and a daughter
living there with their families. It was important that I make my trip a memorable one as
well as leave with them all the scriptural
information needed to help strengthen them
through the days that are coming. The Lord
blessed us all.
I saw more of the country in this visit of
four months, than I had in all the years I lived
there. Most families have cars now, which
was not the case before. I was not expecting
a touring visit but to spend time with my
immediate families and friends. However, I
did travel from the south in Eliat to Tiberias
in the north and many places in between,
though we centered on the two towns where
my families live, Arad and Dimona, both in
the upper Negev desert. I visited friends in
Arad, Beersheva, Jerusalem and Tiberias for
several days at a time. I then took the
opportunity to speak with the family of Br.
Stuart Livermore—a consecrated brother living in Israel who is unable to speak. In each
area I went to museums, art exhibits, restaurants, hotels and Masada — where my son
Eitan, is Director. Masada is a grand example of Herod' s expertise in engineering,
building and design. The Masada National
Park site has changed dramatically over the
years from a true backpacker's dream to a

visitor-friendly experience for people of all
ages. Underground parking, voice controlled
elevators, a movie theater, restaurant, museum and a gift shop all within a large new
building that eventually leads to the 80passenger cable car that takes you right to
the top of the mountain. On top, all the
excavations can still be seen, only this time
with needed Negev amenities such as overhead coverings from the sun, water fountains, seats and even wheelchairs. Where
restoration had taken place, you will find
written explanations for clarification. Cast
iron impressions of the mountain itself detail how rain water was collected in underground cisterns and stored for drinking, bathing and cooking purposes in the time of
Herod and the Zealots. Headphones are
available to listen to detailed information in
various languages. It was a wonderful way
to spend a day. If it interests you, you can
go down to the Dead Sea, which you can see

EM Gedi near the Dead Sea, Judean Desert. It
is unusual to find a palm tree in the desert except
in this area.

from the mountain, for a spa treatment, or just
a "float."
Driving from Beersheba to Tiberias was
the most exciting event because there is now
a new route #6 (Itzhak Rabin Highway),

which was not available when I left Israel.
We traveled from Beersheva, a city in the
south, to just a little south of Afula. It was
then just a short distance to Tiberias, a city
in the north. A trip that
once took me five and
a half hours by bus
which traveled
through major cities
like Beersheva, Tel
Sr. Connie
Aviv and Haifa now
takes two and a half hours from door to door.
Aside from the time saved, another big plus
was the scenery. Instead of cities with
crowded streets and buildings on all sides,
there were long expanses of open farm land
or greenhouses. Along the route were no
buildings, billboard advertising, long lines
of cars and trucks, streetlights or detours.
The fee for use of this highway is mailed to
you after you are identified through pictures
of your license plate taken by overhead
cameras at each bypass. In the busy sometimes hectic pace of life in Israel, this was a
relaxing experience.
My son and I drove along a narrow road
on one of the many hills of Jerusalem. I could
not say exactly where we were, but we saw an
interesting development across the valley
on the hill beyond. Because Jerusalem is
running out of land available to be used as
burial sites, the city has, for the short term,
solved the problem by building a huge four
tiered edifice into the side of the hill. It
would be hard to say how deep it went but it
took up a good portion of the outer surface.
Well done architecturally, it resembles a
palace or state building. It turned out to be
the Givat Shaul Cemetery in a northern suburb of Jerusalem. Inside, are burial crypts for
hundreds of people, and I believe it would
duplicate the solemnity of the "Yad ye Shem
Holocaust Museum."
I was richly blessed. Israel, already favored by the Lord, does such wonderful
things and I long for the time when their eyes
will be opened and their Redeemer revealed
and when they can share with the whole
world the faith of Abraham and the precious
promises that have been made to them. 0

Australia From page 6

able before, during and after the visit in
many ways.
There is a rich heritage of Truth in Australia going back to the days of Br. Russell.
Though there is a wide divergence of views
amongst the brethren, the spirit of the Truth
was evident in all the places we visited. In
those instances where discussions took place
on some of the more sensitive issues, the tone
was loving and open and some true dialog

.t
Brs. Ray Charlton and Adam Kopczyk

took place.
There are about 150 Bible Students in
Australia, and, by the grace of God, I saw
more than 100 during the visit. The time with
the brethren was a rich spiritual blessing in
the meetings, fellowship, time spent in private homes and at the convention. If the
Lord permits, I hope to visit again next
January. ❑
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Serving Our Brethren
"Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ."

Galatians 6:2

Lord Overrules Post Office Mix-up

New Ecclesia, New Secretary:
Bible Students Congregation of Columbus
Sr. Sarah Leslie, Corresponding Secretary

404 Brevoort Rd.
Columbus, OH 43214
Phone: (614) 267-6753
E-mail: sarey@columbus.rr.com
Change of Secretary:
Huntsville Bible Students
Sr. Karen Getchel
P.O. Box 162

Boaz, AL 35957
E-mail: biblestudents @gmail.com
Antioch Bible Students Ecclesia
Sr. Karen Long

890 Sierra View Cir., Unit 3
Lincoln, CA 95648
E-mail: karenklong@gmail.com
"Withhold not good from them to whom
it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand
to do it." Proverbs 3:27

The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia package. An inquiry was made with the Post
mails literature around the world from Office and it was discovered that they had
responses received on their website: accidently placed the customs form for Brawww.Godsplan.org . If requested, whenever zil on the box for Kenya and the literature
possible, they also send Truth literature to was shipped to the address on the customs
form instead of the address label on the box.
consecrated brethren.
In December 2008, at the request of the We e-mailed the person in Brazil who rebrethren in Kenya, Africa, illustrated Bible ceived our material—intended for Kenya.
studies from the 53 Lesson series were printed He responded that since we had sent him
for distribution for their witnessing efforts. literature in the past he thought the box was
Over 1500, full color pages of selected les- for him and took no notice it was addressed
sons, each consisting of 5 to 15 pages, were to Kenya. He was thrilled with the study
mailed to Kenya. These 53 study lessons are lessons... He has read, studied and passed the
well written and cover Truth topics such as literature out to friends and relatives. As a
the Divine Plan of the Ages, the Bible Hell, result, he asked for Volumes 4, 5, 6 and the
the Church of Christ, Tabernacle, Israel in seven-in-one Studies in the Scriptures and
Prophecy and many other subjects of the Tabernacle Shadows of the Better SacriHarvest Message as delivered by that faith- fices. His offer to make a donation for the
literature was refused. He is sorry for the
ful and wise servant, Pastor Russell.
The box to Kenya was mailed the same mistake on his part and is currently studying
day and time as a package to an individual more and is excited to be learning about the
in Brazil. Mail usually takes three to four Lord. He said "I know it is bad when an
weeks to arrive but by mid-February, the accident happens but the Lord will bless
brethren in Kenya had not received their you." ❑

Bible Students Aid Foundation
Extraordinary events in the U.S. and throughout the world in 2008
caused us to rely increasingly on the Lord and his abiding
faithfulness to guide us through many difficult decisions on fund
allocations. The financial needs of the brethren exceeded by a
considerable margin the available resources of the Foundation. We
expect these conditions to continue in 2009. Although our heart's
desire is to fully grant every qualified request for aid, limited
resources and strict government limitations on distributions prevent
us from doing so. Thankfully, the Lord is not unmindful of our
limitations and, just like the lilies of the field, in one way or another
he provides to his little ones what is needed. Matt. 6:25-34
Applications for aid may be obtained from the Foundation's
liaison, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box
197, New Albany, Indiana 47151-0197). Once an application is sent

to our bank, please allow three weeks for it to be processed.
Anyone receiving aid should promptly send an acknowledgment
letter to our bank, Stock Yards Bank & Trust Company (P.O. Box
32490, Louisville, Kentucky 40232-4290). We rely on these letters
to confirm that the aid was received.
Please continue to pray for the Foundation and its mission of
providing urgently needed financial aid to those of our fellowship.
Proverbs 19:17 ❑
Financial Report - 2008
Total grants given to brethren in need
Contributions received

$184,978.00
$ 44,839.00

Romanian-Moldovan Fund
The Lord continues to bless the work of providing help to our dearly
beloved brethren in Moldova, Romania and Siberia. During the past
year over $20,000 was distributed in aid for a wide variety of basic
human needs.
The friends in Romania wish to be less reliant on aid from other
countries. How the present worldwide financial crisis will affect
their desires remains to be seen. It is still true that the greatest needs
continue to be in Moldova.
Plans are underway to provide additional financial help for the
sisters in Siberia later this year, the Lord willing.
As we consider these dear ones, we are reminded of 2 Timothy
2:19, "Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having
this seal, The LORD knoweth them that are his..."

Financial Report - 2008
Balance as of November 31, 2007

$11,214.65

Deposits

$13,518.00

Wire Transfers
Wire transfer fees

$20,080.00
$18000

Balance as of November 31, 2008

$ 4,472.65
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Bible Students Newsletter: The Year in Review

At the close of another year, our hearts are raised in gratitude to our
Heavenly Father for the privilege we enjoy of serving our brethren.
The Newsletter continues to offer a variety of material which we pray
will be spiritually uplifting to consecrated brethren globally. One
of its vital services is to inform brethren in need of how to apply for
aid. The Bible Students Aid Foundation has provided temporary
financial assistance for brethren, thereby allowing them time to work
out long range solutions. The Lord our God gives to all but provides
abundantly to his own people.
We are grateful to the brethren for their generosity in providing
information in a timely and supportive manner and we are thankful
to those who willingly share their trials and experiences to encourage others. Since the death of Sr. Mildred Raffel, various brethren
have volunteered their talents for the production of the Newsletter.
The Managing Elder, Elders to serve on the Editorial Committee and
each Department Head is voted for annually by the Miami Valley
Bible Students Ecclesia. We greatly rejoice that the newer implemented procedures have worked out well. We particularly recognize
our inadequacies and are uplifted to know the brethren continue to
keep us in prayer, seeking for us our Father's guidance and overruling. ❑

Financial Report - 2008
Funds at January 1, 2008

$ 22,566. 57

Income
Contributions

$

8,670.35
$ 31,236.92

Expenses

Printing
Postage
Supplies/Miscellaneous

$3,950.00
$5,287.22
$440.10
$9,677.32

Balance December 31, 2008

$21,559.60

The Divine Plan Foundation

The Divine Plan Foundation sponsored a variety of ecclesia witness
activities including newspaper advertisements, obituary work,
overseas ministries and supporting our young Bible Students by
helping provide hymn books for the Midwest Bible Students Youth
Camp
In December, the Foundation trustees discussed encouraging
ecclesias to share their witness ideas. At least seven ecclesias across
America showing "For This Cause" used the same advertisement
which originally had been prepared for the Wilmington Ecclesia
during the Christmas season. The ecclesias multiplied the effort, not
only by securing newspaper advertisements, but also by adapting
the offer for e-mail and Internet postings. The Puget Sound Ecclesia
was especially creative, using both new media (preparing a "For This
Cause" website and Skype phone number contact) and old media
(printing posters and tracts listing the site and contact number). The
Oakland County Ecclesia assisted its sister congregation by linking
its www.bibletoday.com site to the "For This Cause" site
(www.pugetsoundbible.org). More than 300 individuals responded,

causing the brethren to order additional "For This Cause" CDs
multiple times. Br. Dean Oswell made use of the advertisement in the
South African media and received approximately 90-100 responses.
The Foundation encourages ecclesias to submit their witness
ideas both to share with other ecclesias and for potential assistance.
For communications directed to the Foundation, please contact the
President, Br. Robert Gray: bob.rebecca@verizon.net or Br. Allen
Coffman: arccsc1874@hotmail.com
Financial Report - 2008
Beginning Balance
Donations
Interest

Distributions
Ending balance December 31, 2008

$13,869.86
$ 250.00
$ 217.40

$ 3,67Q00
$10,667.26

God Assisted Greatly
We thank Br. Cajetan Egbu for sending this report of the Nigerian
Bible Students
Leadership (Servants)
Seminar, February
19-22, in Agwa.

ecclesia, were represented by forty participants. It was an opportu-

The theme of the
seminar was "...If ye
continue in my word,
then are ye my disciples
indeed; And ye shall
know the truth, and the
truth shall make you
free." John 8:31,32

The purpose of the
seminar was to encourage new and old leaders (servants) of ecclesias in Nigeria. Sixteen ecclesias, including Awarra, a new

Participants of the Servants Seminar

nity for some to give
their first discourses
outside of their home
ecclesias. Discourses
were followed by comments, questions and
answers. A sampling of
the discourses follows:
"Discipline in the
Church," "Fundamental Doctrines," "The
Day of Jehovah"
and"Parables of the
Kingdom."
Other meetings included two testimony
meetings in which
brethren gave heartSee Assisted page 15
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New Brethren in Christ
"...If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."

John 14:23

Immersions 2008
At Chicago, IL December 14

Br. Dan and his granddaughter Sr. Heather Larson

Br. Dan Larson immersing Br. Larry

Sr. Heather Larson, Chicago Ecclesia, fifth generation in the
Br. Larry Mitchum, Chicago Ecclesia, husband of Sr. Donna.

family to consecrate. ❑

Retirement Center - A Boon for Fellowship
When the Newsletter requested a submission
by Br. Art and Sr. Esther Ledwinka as visitors
to the Bible Students Retirement Center,
their seemingly effortless willingness
inspired us with the hope that a blessing of
greater understanding of the workings of
the facility would be received by the
brotherhood. We thank them for their
spontaneous support of this endeavor. May
the Lord add his blessing.

meet their new great-grandson Tobin and
visit their granddaughter Amy Brand Holt,
who lives in Portland.
As this was their second visit, the well
manicured grounds were a truly welcome
sight. After entering through the security

residents and noted that any additional aids
— for health sake — were provided. Br. Jan

Ruth Kalata and her sister, Sr. Rose Knockaert

Sr. Shirley and Br. David Bruce

Brs. Bob Knockaert and Bill Harp
Br. Art and Sr. Esther Ledwinka had the
privilege of visiting the Bible Students Retirement Center from February 12 to 18.
After visiting their daughter and son-in-law
Sr. Barbara and Br. Ron Chastain in Phoenix,
Arizona, they took the opportunity to fly to
Portland, Oregon to be refreshed by the fellowship of those who have been influential
in their walks with the Lord, namely Br. Bob
and Sr. Rose Knockaert, and Sr. Rose's sister
Ruth Kalata, Sr. Anastasia Sheppelbaum and
many others, too many to name in this space.
They were also afforded the opportunity to

gate, by pushing in a code, they realized the
safe environment provided for the Lord's
people living there.
The Ledwinkas appreciated the blessing
of visiting in five homes of the brethren.
They felt like 'kings and queens' by the
hospitality provided during their stay at the
main house. The main
house is also where the
brethren gather for
meetings, eat their
midday meal and enjoy various other functions. They were delighted to see how adBr. Dabek
equately the living arrangements accommodated the needs of the

Dabek is employed by the Center as a handyman — the Bible Students Retirement
Center' s own live-in 'Joe the plumber' — and
was always willing and available to help
with the needs of the friends. His wife Sr.
Malgorzata (nickname Gosia) Dabek, is a
part-time employee of the Center and also
helps sisters needing assistance with personal care, such as bathing.
Another pleasure experienced was the
food. Mrs. Sharon Schlaht was hired to
prepare the food and
works diligently to provide healthful, delicious meals with a more
than adequate variety.
Each day a different
entrée, starch, vegetable, salad, bread and
Sr. Dabek
dessert are offered. The
See BSRC page 12
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Visits Provided of the Lord
"But we are bound to give thanks alway to
God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the beginning
chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth..." 2 Thess. 2:13 Br. Vasia Neagu, his

gave it back to him saying, "May the Lord
make it so. We will not see it but maybe our
children will see what is written here."
Our travels, which began on November
18, brought us to Tulan at 5:00 a.m. on the
23rd. We were met at the station by a tired Sr.
sister-in-law Sr. Natasia Neagu, and her Julia, but we were not sleepy because of the
daughter Sr. Lilia Neagu, traveled to Tulan, excitement of meeting her and the joy she
Siberia in November. The following is the
had. After resting for a few hours we had our
report of their travels, as written by Sr. first meeting at Sister Julia's apartment. The
Natasia.
sisters requested a discourse from Br. Vasia,
We thank God and all the brethren — our and he gave a lesson from 2 Cor. 3:3. After
spiritual family from around the world = the discourse, there was time for discussion,
which kept us in prayer
questions, hymns and fellowship. Only Sr.
during this tenth trip
Stepanida could not come because of illness
to Siberia to visit with
and family circumstances.
our dear sisters. Thanks
We had two days without planned activibe to God and his anties. The first was Monday the 24th, when we
gels that were with us.
rested after our long travel, but it was also
We felt his protection
necessary to go to the passport department
preserved us until now.
that day to be registered. Our second day of
Sr. Natasia
"Let us draw near
rest was the following Monday when we had
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, to prepare for our trip home. In total we had
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil six meetings, five of which were Berean
conscience, and our bodies washed with studies from Volume III, the Great Pyramid.
pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of The sisters desired this so it would be easier
our faith without wavering; (for he is faith- for them to harmonize
ful that promised;) And let us consider one the topic with God's
another to provoke unto love and to good plan. We showed them
works..." Heb. 10:22-24
how God designed
We desire from our heart to share with you many features of the
the joy and love we hold for these sisters. We Great Pyramid to corbelieve the biggest sacrifice made for the respond with The DiLord was on the part of those who opened vine Plan of the Ages.
Sr. Lilia
their homes to us—the sisters laid down their
We had a strong
lives for us that we might live and feel at desire to visit Sr. Emma [who, along with
home with them. "So then death works in us, others, believes the Epiphania lines of teachbut life in you." 2 Cor. 4:12
ing]. When Sr. Tamara called she also exThanks be to God for the brethren who pressed a strong desire to meet with us. On
sacrificed and helped with every visit so Wednesday the 26th her son brought her and
these travels could be possible. We cannot Sr. Tania Minocova to Sr. Tamara' s. It was
thank the Lord enough for the temporal a pleasant meeting. We hugged and shared
support to make this trip. This time we were greetings from the brethren and then fellowhappy that our young consecrated sister, Sr. shipped until late afternoon, sang hymns
Lilia, had a desire to travel with us to meet the and had dinner together, followed by many
sisters in Tulan and to see the place where her questions from Sr. Emma. Some of her
mother had traveled for many years. We do questions were: Are there still body memnot know how long the elderly sisters there bers here on earth? How are we persecuted
will continue in this life, what circumstances and how do we suffer now for the Lord? What
may arise and whether there will be future about the two cups at the institution of the
opportunities to travel there. Our journey to Memorial? (Luke 22:17-20) There were
the sisters was a blessing.
many other questions which we tried to
We had no problems with the train, not answer in peace and love. At our parting Sr.
even in Moscow where we had to travel from Emma hugged us and asked us to send love
one train station to another. We felt God's to the brethren who know her.
hand in how he helped us purchase tickets
Each meeting was held at the home of a
with good places [all in one compartment] different sister, though we had two meetings
when there were no available places for at Sr. Julia's apartment. The last Sunday of
many others. God kept us in a wonderful our visit we had a testimony meeting during
way.
which the sisters gave special thanks to God
Br. Vasia witnessed to an individual on who loves them and sent brethren to them
the train and offered a tract about the King- four times in one year. We were happy for Sr.
dom—from Isaiah. The person read it and Julia since we knew she could not attend

every meeting due to her job. Her love for
God and the brethren was shown so much in
that she was able to attend four out of the six
meetings. We were sorry that Sr. Stepanida
was only able to attend the last meeting but
we know God has unique experiences for
each of us.
These dear sisters were always ready to
prepare delicious and hearty food for us.
May our gracious God reward them for the
endeavors and sacrifices they made for us.
The weather was warm enough—the coldest
temperature was about 15 F (-10 C), but it was
icy.
During our time with the sisters, we received many messages and phone calls from
the brethren. We thank those who expressed
their love in this way Finally the day came
when it was necessary for us to part. With
15 minutes remaining before we had to leave
for the train station, Br. Jerry Leslie called us.
We felt his presence and his love for the
sisters, which revitalized us in the face of the
five days of travel to come.
We went to the station unaccompanied
because of the late hour—we did not wish
the sisters to have any problems. The train
arrived at midnight and only stopped for two
minutes at the Tulan station but with God's
help and our prayers, we boarded in time and
started our trip back home. Once on board
the train, a passenger in a neighboring compartment asked us where we came from and
why we were in Tulan. Br. Vasia entered into
a discussion with him. He had many questions, including what the name of our group
was, what church we belonged to, whether
we had a church building and why— if there
is only one God—there are so many denominations.
At the end, Br. Vasia gave him a Russian
Volume One with the condition that he not
throw it
away or
burn it in
the fire.
The man
took it happ ily and
said that he
would read Br. Vasia and son Daniel
it with his wife. We then gave him a tract with
the address of the sisters in Tulan; if he needs
something he will write to them. We do not
know how the Lord will work further.
Finally we arrived safely home to our
brethren and families. We again thank the
Lord and the brethren who made this opportunity possible—that we could use it with
joy. "The LORD recompense thy work, and
a full reward be given thee of the LORD God
of Israel, under whose wings thou art come
to trust." Ruth 2:12 0
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Ledwinkas were pleasantly surprised by delicious homemade noodles and flavorful
bread. Sr. Esther was
so impressed she requested the recipes,
which were unhesitatingly supplied. Everyone is to let the cook
know in advance if
they are planning on
Sharon
eating from the menu.
Meals are $5.50 each and if the brethren wish
to take home leftovers, it is provided for a
nominal fee. If by some chance one of the
friends is unable to get to the dining hall that
day, someone brings the food to them.
After contemplating their
visit, the Ledwinkas came to
feel that as one in the brotherhood ages and is unable to care
for their own home or is isolated from the brethren, the
BSRC is the perfect environment. It is truly a blessing from
the Lord and a joy for those
who partake of the opportunity.

How many are one bedroom and how
many are two bedroom?
There are 14 two bedroom units, seven
one bedroom units and six studio units.
How many come with garages?
Fourteen units come with attached garages.
Are there any available at this time and
what sizes are they?
We currently have three different styles
of units available for rent or life lease purchase:
The 2 bedroom/2 full bath units (1376 sq.
ft.) have a one car attached garage. (Two now
available). This style is all on one level, on

Can you provide cost information?
The monthly rental rate for each of the
currently available 2-bedroom/2 bath units
with garage is $805.25 plus utilities—electric, gas and telephone. The monthly rental
rate for the 1 bedroom/1 bath with garage
currently available is $657.25. The studio
that is now available has a monthly rental
rate of $306.

How does a person become a member of
the Bible Students Fellowship and what
responsibilities do members have?
Contact Dave Christiansen, (P.O. Box
3274, Bremerton, WA 98310; or
davewalk@comcast.net or 360-440-3283)
for an application.
To qualify as a member, you
need to: Be of the Bible Students Fellowship*; Believe in
the "Ransom for All;" Be consecrated to the Lord and pressing "toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus;" Pay annual dues of $15—single— or
$20—couple living at same
address. (*Means that the applicant meets regularly with
an ecclesia, if there is one in
While collecting information
the area, or via telephone or
for this submission, Br. Art and
Internet Bible Students StudSr. Esther suggested contacties, and regularly attends Bible
ing Br. David Christiansen,
Students conventions.) ComPublicity Chairman for the
plete and sign the membership
BSRC, for additional information, and he efficiently
application which contains the
responded with the following
above qualifications and simThe 'Main House' which contains the dining, meeting and living room areas
comprehensive answers to our
ply prepare a check for the
questions. We cannot thank him enough for the ground floor, with no one above or below annual dues made payable to the Bible Stuhis conscientious collaboration with you. Its spacious combination living room/ dents Retirement Center, Inc., at the address
several board members: Srs. Chris dining room with a vaulted ceiling and high above.
Grigalunus, Nannette Nekora and Dawn windows provide an open feeling. The UMembers receive a copy of the Bylaws
Shallieu. Their submission is found below.
shaped kitchen comes with a refrigerator, and Articles of Incorporation which detail
stove and dishwasher. It includes a laundry the organization structure of the Center, and
How many acres is the facility on?
they receive periodic reports of BSRC acroom and small covered patio.
The facility is on four and a quarter acres.
1 bedroom/1 bath unit
The BSRC is a gated community which (1090 sq. ft.) is on the first
provides a safe, secure environment. There floor and has a one car
are walking paths between all the apart- attached garage. (One
ments and another that goes around the now available). It has a
inside perimeter of the grounds, which is spacious living room/dinapproximately one quarter mile distance ing room area with a Uwithin our fence and can provide good daily shaped kitchen also inexercise for those so motivated. There is also cluding a refrigerator,
a motorized treadmill inside an exercise stove and a separate launroom for those who want to exercise on cold dry room.
or wet weather days.
The Studio unit (500
sq. ft.) is on the ground
How many apartments are there?
floor and is an L-shaped
There are twenty seven individual apart- end unit with a bedroom
ments each with private kitchens and baths and living room area and
and eight different styles, which range in a small but complete
size from the largest 2 bedroom /2 bath units kitchen area with a full
(1476 sq. ft.) with an attached garage to the bath. (One now available).
Srs. Chris Grigalunus and Lois Austin, Br. Wade Austin
smallest studio unit (500 sq. ft.).
and Sr. Carolyn Fiorillo

tivities and summaries of Board of Directors
meeting minutes. Once each year, members
vote to elect directors who are responsible
for managing the Center. Eight directors are
elected by the national membership, and
one director is elected by the residents.
Becoming a member does not mean you
plan to live at the Center. It does mean you
are interested in the concept under which the
Center is organized, which is to provide a
living arrangement conducive to warm Christian fellowship and studies as well as providing for the physical needs of older brethren
of the Bible Students Fellowship, so they
may enjoy and beneficially use their retirement years in the service of the Lord.

Schroeder, Brent Hislop and Jerry Leslie,
hold Thursday meetings and second Sunday
afternoon meetings at the Center. The other
Sunday meetings are in Tigard, approximately 20 minutes away by car. They are

How can a person get more information
about the Retirement Center?
Write to: Bible Students Retirement Center,
1801 NE 201st Avenue, Fairview, OR 97024.
Telephone: 503-661-7045, e-mail: The
BSRC @comcast.net or access the website:
www.thebsrc.org/?password=parousia

BSRC Front Gate
-

currently studying Volumes Two and Five,
topical studies from the Character Development book or other topics chosen by ecclesia
members, as well as having a Memorial study
and monthly testimony meetings.

Who is presently the Resident Director and
what do their duties include?
The Resident Director is Sr. Chris Grigalunus. Her specific responsibilities include,
chairing the monthly resident meetings and
participating and voting on all matters discussed at Board meetings. She is an active
member of the Center Management Team (which resolves local
operational issues), a member of
the Board Management Committee, and chairs the Social Services
Committee. The Resident Director would be cognizant of the matters important to residents and
would be expected to express the
residents' viewpoint to the Board.
There are also two additional resident voices on the Board called
Resident Advisors, which are
elected by residents and serve one
year terms. The current Resident
Advisors are Sr. Carolyn Fiorillo
and Sr. Lois Austin who work
closely with Sr. Chris.

Do traveling speakers visit? How often
does this take place and how is it arranged?
Occasionally the Center is visited by
elders of the Bible Students Fellowship who
may be invited to speak by either of the two
local ecclesias. This happens as often as
there are traveling speakers in the area. Two

We understand there are two classes
present at the BSRC. Would you clarify
when and where they meet and their
current study material?
The Associated Bible Students of Portland, with their elders, Brs. Carlton Chandler
and Darius Grudzien, hold Wednesday night
meetings and Sunday morning meetings,
except for conventions at the Center. They
are currently studying Hebrews and John,
Volume Five, reprint articles, as well as having monthly testimony meetings.
The Portland Area Bible Students with
its elders, Brs. Bill Ostrander, Walter

Saturday one-day Fellowship Meetings are
arranged each year by the BSRC, following
Board meetings. Speakers at these miniconventions are invited to serve by the
BSRC, with the program and food service
arranged by the Center.

The meeting room in the main house

How many people actually work at the
Center and does the manager live on the
grounds?
The Center currently has five paid employees, only one of whom is full-time. Br.
Wade Austin, the Operations Manager, lives
at the Center. He is paid and works 25 hours

13
per week taking care of all the daily matters
that come up, such as supervising the paid
employees, maintenance scheduling, emergencies, getting bids for repair or replacement work.
How do the brethren get transportation?
Most of the residents who do not have
cars utilize the once weekly dedicated bus
service arranged for by the Center to do their
local shopping and banking. Others take
prearranged local access buses and vans.
Public transportation is a short one half
block walk from the Center. Also, the residents who have cars are helpful in volunteering to give lifts to those needing to make
doctor and other appointments.
The BSRC has also engaged a registered
nurse to come to the Center twice a month for
several hours. She is available to residents
who make appointments through the office,
for blood pressure checks and consultations.
The BSRC pays for her services and that of
the dedicated bus with no additional charges.
How many visitors can be accommodated
at the main house and how does a person go
about arranging to stay?
No one lives in the main house although
its bedrooms are available for guest accommodations. It has four upstairs guest rooms.
Two of the bedrooms have twin beds and the
other two bedrooms have king
and queen sized beds. So if there
are two persons to each room, the
capacity is eight persons. Three
of the upstairs guest rooms share
one bath, and the master bedroom has a private bath. The
Main House downstairs has a full
bath and a powder room, which
are accessible for upstairs overnight guests too. The cost ranges
from $45 for the master bedroom
and $35 for the other upstairs
bedrooms for the first night. Second nights and subsequent nights
are $35 and $25, respectively.
Requests from the Bible Students
Fellowship for these accommodations may be made through the
BSRC' s Operations Manager and are approved locally by the Center Management
Team.
One other important item is that no one
is turned away because of the inability to
pay. Therefore, we have a program to help
brethren who would like to move to the
Center with limited means and assets. For
those who qualify, they need only pay 20
percent of their income towards rental of our
studio style unit. This means that with a
monthly income of $1000, one need only
pay $200/month for a studio unit. All inquiries are held in the strictest confidence]❑
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World News
■The Israeli economy has weathered the
current economic crisis better than most
countries, particularly the United States or
the European Union. The global crisis, if it
persists, is expected to fuel the growth of
anti-Semitic groups and increase Jewish
immigration to Israel. Arutz 7 — 1/28/09

beyond reach for now. "With cooperation
from the United States, Israeli covert
operations have focused both on
eliminating key human assets involved in
the nuclear program and in sabotaging the
Iranian nuclear supply chain." Daily
Telegraph — 2/16/09

■Nine nations, increasingly destabilized
by the global economic crisis, present a
grave and growing danger of brutal
upheaval in the world. Three factors,
common to all of the extreme and organized
violence of the last century (mounting ethic
tensions, economic disruption and the
power vacuums left by empires in decline)
are each present today, particularly in the
Middle East. The age of upheaval starts now.
Foreign Policy March/April 2009

■Rising unemployment and the economic
slowdown could cause massive social
turmoil in China, said Zhou Tianyong, a
leading scholar in the Communist Party.
China's top economic planner added that
"Excessive bankruptcies and production
cuts will lead to massive unemployment and
stir social unrest." Chinese unemployment
is 12 percent and could pass 14 percent in
2009. BBC — 12/25/2008

■Israel has launched a covert war to disrupt
and delay Iran's nuclear program without
the gamble of a direct military intervention
that could lead to a regional war. Despite
fears in Israel and the U.S. that Iran is
approaching the point of no return in its
ability to build an atom bomb, Israeli
officials are aware that the new U.S.
administration is unlikely to sanction an air
attack on Iran's nuclear installations. Mr.
Obama's offer to extend a hand of peace to
Tehran puts any direct military action

■In a recent survey, the Anti-Defamation
League found nearly a third of Europeans
polled blame Jews for the global economic
meltdown. About 40 percent of those
questioned in Austria, France, Germany,
Britain, Hungary, Poland and Spain said
Jews have too much power in the business
world and 44 percent said they believe it is
"probably true" that Jews talk too much
about the Holocaust. Associated Press
—2/10/ 9
■The U.S. Joint Forces command identified

Mexico and Pakistan at risk of "rapid and
sudden collapse." The Justice Department
said in December that Mexican gangs are the
"biggest organized crime threat to the US."
America's southern neighbor could melt
into lawlessness, presenting an unexpected
challenge to President Obama's new
government. Associated Press — 1/20/09
MA small Rwandan village for children
orphaned during genocidal attacks in 1994
was modeled after Israeli efforts to give a
home to Holocaust orphans after WWII. The
village, named Dry Your Tears — Live in
Peace, is based on the idea of Tikkun Olam,
a Jewish ideal for fixing the world to make it
a better place for all. The aim is that this small
Rwandan youth village and school will be
the nucleus of change in Rwanda as a model
for dealing with traumatized youth by
providing a formal education, reforestation,
modern organic farming and computer
technology. Israel2lc.org — 2/15/09

■ University of Kentucky researchers are
studying algae as a potential scrubbing
agent to remove pollutants from coal-fired
power plants. Many others are researching
using algae as a renewable liquid fuel. Algae
are considered promising because they can
be grown in deserts and other areas
unneeded for food crops. Louisville
Courier-Journal — 1/17/09 ❑

Religion in the News
■Since the first release of the "Jesus Film"
project in 1997, more than 9 million people
have come to Christ through the film and
ministry surrounding it. The film, based on
the Gospel of Luke, is the most translated
and widely distributed film in history.
Crosswalk — 2/13/09
■The new leader of the Russian Orthodox
Church, Patriarch Kirill, is seen as a
modernizer who may seek historic
reconciliation with the Vatican and a more
vigorous role for the church. Reconciliation
with the Vatican has been stymied by
accusations of Catholic missionary activity
on the Orthodox Church's traditional
territory. Under Vladimir Putin, the Kremlin
tightened its control over all aspects of
Russian life and is wary of any institution
gaining too much independence.
Associated Press — 1/27/09
■The United Methodist Church adopted
full communion with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America last April 28.
The ELCA will vote on the proposal at its
2009 Assembly. Full communion means the
churches will work for "visible unity in Jesus

Christ," recognize each other's ministries,
work together on a variety of ministry
initiatives and under certain circumstances
provide for the interchangeability of
ordained clergy. The ELCA's five full
communion partners are the Episcopal
Church, the Moravian Church in America,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.), Reformed
Church in America and United Church of
Christ. ELCA News — 4/29/08
■Bible translation projects are at an all time
high, according to Wycliffe Bible
Translators. This organization is targeting
2025 as the year the Bible will be available
in every known language. "We are actually
seeing more translation programs being
started today than ever in the history of the
church," says Wycliffe President Bob
Creson. Accomplishing the 2025 goal
means approximately 2,250 projects need to
be completed. Crosswalk — 1/14/09
■Pope Benedict XVI's lifting the censure of
a prelate who denied the Holocaust
provoked calls for reforming the Papacy.
"The problem is not the person of the Pope;
we have respect for him. The problem is the

present structure of the papacy," said
Vittorio Bellavite, spokesperson for the
reform movement... "If the popes continue to
rule the Roman church as 'kings', without
any true collegiality, the troubles inside
Catholicism will increase every day." ENI
—3/13/09
Min recent months, dioceses around the
world have been offering Catholics the
indulgence, a sort of amnesty from
punishment in the afterlife, which reminds
parishioners of the church's so-called power
in mitigating the wages of sin. Like the Latin
Mass and meatless Fridays, the indulgence
was one of the traditions dropped from
Catholic practice by the 1960s Second
Vatican Council. Its revival has been
viewed as part of a conservative resurgence
that has brought some quiet changes and
some highly controversial ones, like Pope
Benedict XVI's recent decision to lift the
excommunications of four schismatic
bishops who reject the council's reforms.
Getting Catholics back into confession, in
fact, was one of the motivations for
reintroducing the indulgence. New York
Times — 2/9/09 ❑
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Conventions
"...there shall be one fold, and one shepherd." John 10:16

May 3 East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford,
CT 06108. Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford,
CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail:
dj slivinsky @ sbcglobal. net

July 25, 26 Champaign/Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible
Students Annual. Theme Study: Parousia, Epiphania and
Apokalupsis, Theme Text: Lev. 25:10. Eastland Suites, 1907 N.
Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. Contact the Secretary: Karen
Wildblood. Phone: (217) 239-9820. E-mail:
kwildblood@mchsi.com

May 23, 24 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students
Convention. Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St.,
Seattle, WA, 98188, (206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topical Study.
For programs or more information, contact the Secretary: Rosalie
Palmgren, 16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA, 98012. Phone:
(425) 742-4439. E-mail: secretary@pugetsoundbible.org

August 14 16 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students.
Location to be announced. One Theme with different parts. Contact
the Secretary: Sharon Leslie, 10034 SW 52nd Avenue, Portland, OR
97219-5821. E-mail: PortlandBible@comcast.net
-

September 4 6 Sacramento, California. Antioch Bible Students.
New Location: Courtyard by Marriott, 2101 River Plaza Dr., Sacramento, CA 95833. Phone: (916) 922-1120. Four Speakers.
Contact Robert Long. Phone: (916) 727-6308. E-mail:
robcarollong@comcast.net
-

June 6, 7 Morris, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students,
Saturday meeting held in Morris, Connecticut. Sunday at the
Litchfield Firehouse Hall. Contact: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, P. 0.
Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721-1494. Phone (860) 567-0109. Email: Tsimonis@aol.com
June 12 14 Houston, Texas. Houston Bible Students Fifth Annual.
Four Speakers. 5550 Aspen St., Houston, TX 77081-6604.
Contact: Elinor Nichols. Phone: (713) 665-1445. E-mail:
SisterLNR@aol.com

September 5, 6 Lisle, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students.
Hilton Hotel, 3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, IL. Five Speakers.
Panel Discussion on 2 Peter 3:11. For accommodations and
programs contact: Ruth Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park,
IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. E-mail• lenru@sbcglobal.net

June 13, 14 Columbus, Indiana. Muncie Bible Students and the
Hope Bible Students of Indiana. Holiday Inn, 2480 Jonathon Moore
Pike, Columbus, IN 47201. Four Speakers. Phone: (812) 372-1541.
Contact: Sandy Chastain. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail:
schastain@live.com

September 19, 20 Columbus, Indiana. Columbus Indiana Bible
Students Third Annual Olde Harvest Time. Layered and outdoor
attire is most appropriate. Contact the Secretary: Esther Ledwinka,
10096 E. 550 N, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 546-5311. Email: ledwinka @ tls.net

June 26 28 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual.
Scottish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial St. SE, Salem, OR. For
information or accommodations contact: Judy Garrison, 3626
Wiltsey St. SE, Salem, OR 97317. Phone: (503) 378-1354. E-mail:
judy481ew@comcast.net

September 26, 27 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students
Annual. Location: Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH
45356. Four Speakers. Contact the Secretary: James Watkins, 6760
Chambersburg Road, Dayton, OH 45424. Phone: (937) 233-2327.
E-mail: jimwatkins@juno.com

July 4, 5 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of
New Brunswick Annual. Location: Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Madison, NJ 07940. Contact Secretary: Celeste Ostry, 19 Park Ave.,
Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 424-8372. E-mail:
celeste.ostry@mac.com

October 24, 25 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route
119, Connellsville, PA 15425. Five Speakers. Theme: "The
Importance of Faith-How to Increase It." Contact the Secretary:
Jennifer Cramer, 240 Zitney Road, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone:
(724) 529-2105. E-mail: brentandjennifer@gmail.com 0

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

-

-

Assisted From page 9

rending and encouraging testimonies; a general question meeting; a panel discussion on
"End Time Events," with particular reference to the present economic meltdown
worldwide and what is happening in Israel
and the Middle East; and a sisters' meeting
based on "The Christian Wife - Unfading
Loveliness" and "A Woman's Role in the
Church Today."
Several films were watched during the
seminar, including "Can These Bones

Live?," "The Photo Drama of Creation," and
the Connellsville, Pennsylvania 2008 Convention on the proof of Jesus Christ's personal return to the earth's atmosphere in
1874. Participants greatly appreciated the
films There were comments, questions and
answers after each film Many booklets,
along with The Divine Plan of the Ages and
Tabernacle charts were distributed.
The report of the seminar evaluation committee indicated that the seminar was excel-

lently organized, the hosting Agwa brethren
were accommodating, and all teachings and
studies were spiritually uplifting. Greetings
from brethren worldwide were delivered to
the participants and, they in turn, sent their
love to all. All participants attending the
seminar arrived home safely. Br. Egbu concluded his report with these words: "We wish
to use this medium to express our thanks to
the ecclesias and individuals God used to
assist us greatly." ❑
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) which elect elders from within and without to
serve as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort of
Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures
as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's
writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the convention
page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings for
publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: Biblenews @ bsnews.net
THIRD DISPENSATION

SECOND DISPENSATION

FIRST
DISPENSATION

EAMARS1EAL
AGE

JEWISH
AGE

GOSPEL
AGE

MESSIANIC
HARVEST

AGE

AGES
TO COME

4A,k_

____a
fetlTefiflEi

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
Place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

