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Eastern Gates
Stepanida. Over the years
some have died, the most
recent ones being Srs. Lena,
Tanya and Arisha. Others
have moved from the area.
"The term 'Eastern Gates'
There are another five or six
brings to mind several
who follow the Epiphania
related scriptural reflines of teaching. With them
erences, for example, east
are sisters Emma, another
of Eden, Gen. 2:8, the gate
Tanya and others. We alclosed, Gen. 3:24, the
ways try to connect with
Eastern gate of the
them also and they are very
Tabernacle...entering
dear. Sr. Emma' s health is
through Jesus, and the
poor and it is sad to see, as
temple gate as access to
she was one of the courathe Kingdom picture. All
geous sisters who kept oththis seemed to relate to our
ers together and continued
passing through the
to witness in the dark and
Eastern border gates to
difficult years of past deconnect with our brethren
cades.
in several Eastern block
"Our sessions with the
countries.
sisters were mainly studies
Srs. Irena, Valia, Zenia, Stepanida, Julia, Tamara and Sharon
"In the months of July
and question meetings, as
and August 2008, we travthese tend to engage the
under the shadow of the Almighty, there are
eled through the Eastern gates to meet our remarkable evidences of divine providence minds of all more than listening to disbrethren in Siberia, Moldova, Romania, and deliverance. You may look at some of courses. The meetings were held in the
Ukraine and Poland. You are likely accus- the photos of our journey on the web at: homes of the sisters and they provided sumptomed to reports of transit and oddities of http://picasaweb.google.com/Leslie.7000/ tuous meals after each meeting. Our meettraveling in lands with different cultures, Trave12008
ings covered aspects of the Tabernacle,
languages and restrictions. We will simply
Volumes Three and
say that when you travel over the mountains
Five. We found them
Siberia
and in the valleys of diversity and mishaps
growing in spirit and
"The two of us began our journey in the in Truth, but equally
company of Br. Allen Springer and Sr. Irena blessed were those
Gawronski. Our first contact with brethren times of personal sharGreetings in the Lord
was in Tulan, Siberia. Previously we had ing of our hearts and
We bid you greetings, dear brethren, and made several visits to this area and usually memories. Some days
Sr. Emma
pray that you may have a prosperous and brethren from Ukraine or Moldova served as and hours were enblessed New Year in the Lord. Grace be with translators. This year Sr. Irena from Ed- gaged with repairing telephone lines and
you, mercy and peace from God the Father monds, Washington was able to join us and updating computer resources for the use of
andfrom the Lord Jesus Christ, the son of the provide the translation. In fact, she and her the sisters. There was even some pleasant
Father, in truth and love. H John 1:3
husband Br. Richard worked on adapting time to walk along the Iya River and to meet
Perhaps the beginning of a New Year is a "For This Cause" into the Russian language. some of Sr. Julia' s school children.
good time to remind you to inform the News- Sr. Irena had a special connection with the
Moldova
letter when there is a death, immersion, ill- sisters there as only sisters who share the
ness or accident, so the friends can keep same language can. The rest of us depend on
"Arriving a day late in Moldova required
those loved ones in their prayers. For as the pauses in translation when we try to undercompressing
three days in the south into
body is one, and hath many members, and all stand the meaning and the heart that moves
two.
Meetings
in the south included Tintarthe members of that one body, being many,
the words.
are one body; so also is Christ. I Cor. 12:12.
"In Tulun, there remain five sisters who eni, Pietra-Alba and Mareni-Noi. Brethren
The Newsletter mailing address and e-mail have the hope of the high calling and who specifically requested discourses. We passed
are on the back cover for your convenience. share our understanding of Present Truth. on a service in Chisinau and opted for a visit
These are Srs. Tamara, Julia, Valia, Zenia and
See Eastern Gates page 9

The story below was
joyfully submitted by Br.
Jerry and Sr. Sharon
Leslie following their
summer pilgrimage.
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"In my distress 1 called up the LORD, and cried to my God: and he did hear my voice..." 11 Samuel 22:7

■Sr. Joyce Bateman (1272 Park Ave. Apt 503, Plainfield, NJ
07060, e-mail: M3rcurytwilight@aol.com) was rushed to the
emergency room October 12 after being
unintentionally poisoned with pain
medication ten times the prescribed dosage.
Barely breathing, she was found by her niece,
Sr. Diane Lucas, who came to pick her up for
Sunday meeting. Paramedics estimate if
another 45 minutes had passed, Sr. Joyce may
have died. Emergency room doctors
administered anti-poison drugs to revive her. It took 24 hours for
her brain to clear and for her to understand her surroundings and
make sense of what was happening. She thanks the Lord for
protecting her in this vulnerable state. Sr. Joyce thanks the brethren
for their prayers and concern. The Lord's will be done.
■Br. Richard Suraci (171 Johnson Rd., Hamden, CT 06518, email: r.suraci @comcast.net ) thanks the brethren for their
overwhelming love and support during his
April 21 surgery and subsequent recovery.
During an eight-hour open heart surgery,
doctors repaired an aneurysm in the aorta and
replaced a leaking heart valve. Br. Richard's
challenge is his short-term memory loss,
though his ability to remember scripture is
intact. He is thankful he can continue helping
the brethren by proofreading Truth literature. The fragrance of the
brethren's encouraging correspondence over the past six months
continues as he rereads his messages.
■Sr. Beverly Christiansen (1801 NE 201st
Ave. #F-4, Fairview, OR 97024) and her
children Br. Dave and Sr. Laurie Flinn, were
touched by the enemy death when her
husband and their father Howard died
December 25 after ten years in a nursing home.
Sr. Beverly is thankful for his appreciation of
the Truth.
■Sr. Robyn Hiday (1766 Simes Rd., Sidney, OH 45365, e-mailPeddemors@embarqmail.com ) had foot surgery November 4 to
remove a heel spur which was cutting into her
Achilles tendon, causing pain and difficulty
with walking. Three years earlier she had the
same problem with the left foot. Because of the
delay in seeing a specialist, the tendon was not
repairable and was replaced with a tendon
leading from a toe. She is grateful for the
medical marvels that exist in this time of
refreshing. Sr. Robyn would like to express
her thanks to the Lord for his gracious overruling throughout this
experience and special thanks to the brethren for all their loving
kindness, prayers and cards.
■Sr. Rosealee Palicki (9068 Hillcrest Dr.,
Plymouth, MI
48170, e-mail:
ceinezo@wowway.com ) was shocked by the
sudden death of her son Raymond from a
pulmonary embolism December 28. He leaves
behind his wife Cindy and a sister, Sr. Shirley
Mlodozeniec and several consecrated

relatives. Sr. Rosealee instilled in her son the hope of the Kingdom
for all mankind and looks forward to the day of his awakening from
the sleep of death.
■Sr. Jackie Suraci (19 River Rd., East Haven, CT 06512) had a
major stroke November 9. Her brother-in-law Br. Joe Suraci came to
pick her up for meeting and found her on the
apartment floor. After a few days in intensive
care, she moved to the rehabilitation unit.
Although she is able to walk with assistants by
her side, she has difficulty speaking but is
slowly expanding her vocabulary. In
December she was readmitted to the hospital
after a fall and an infection. Rheumatic fever
as a child left her with a weak heart, which may slow her recovery.
II Sr. Helen Zlotowski (171 Johnson Rd., Hamden, CT 06518) of the
New Haven, CT Ecclesia, is legally blind and losing her hearing at
the age of 97. For the last ten years, she has lived
semi-independently in an apartment attached
to the home of her daughter Sr. Anna May
Suraci and her husband Br. Richard.
Remarkable in her abilities, she sees well
enough to label 2,000 to 4,000 Truth booklets
a month, which she has been doing for the last
17 years. Many areas on the east coast where
there are no ecclesias have received a witness as she quietly,
faithfully continues doing the work the Lord has provided for her to
do. When writing to her, the brethren are requested to please write in
large dark letters to make it easier for her.
■Br. Johnny Hasty (P.O. Box 901, 41 Mink Creek Rd., Arab, AL
35016) suffered a heart attack October 27. Three weeks later he had
bypass heart surgery. After 21 days in cardiac
rehabilitation, he went to the home of Br.
Brendan and Sr. Karen Getchel where Br.
Johnny's wife Sr. Rachel stayed during his
hospitalization. She requires daily care for her
basic needs as her left side is permanently
paralyzed from a stroke. The Getchels have
been willing instruments of the Lord during the
Hasty's time of greatest need. The Hastys anticipate returning to their
own home in January.
■Srs. Dorothy and Lucy Strzelczyk (36 Heritage Ct.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14225) want the brethren to know how much they
appreciated the cards and prayers sent during
Sr. Lucy' s recovery from a fall, cracked hip and
ensuing complications.
The thoughts expressed
gave them courage and
comfort. She continues to
make slow and steady
progress. "Blessed be
God, even the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort;
Sr. Dorothy
Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that
we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."
2

Sr. Lucy

Corinthians 1:3,4
See Afflicted page 15
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Entered Into Rest
"Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory."

■Br. Fred Yasinchuk, age 77, an elder in the Edmonton and
Calgary, Canada Ecclesias with extension work in Red Deer and
Barhead, died November 14 of a
massive heart attack. He willingly
served remote little gatherings
scattered throughout the Canadian
province of Alberta, driving two or
more hours in opposite directions
once a week. Throughout the years,
he regularly traveled great distances
to serve Memorial emblems to the
isolated. Sometimes his services
were in Polish or Ukrainian. A firm
believer in the writings of Pastor
Russell, he helped establish brethren
in Present Truth. Once a year he drove
three days to conventions in the
United States and enjoyed the fellowship of larger gatherings. In his
youth he learned the Truth from his parents Br. John and Sr. Dora,
consecrated in 1953. He is missed by his four children. Tim, Sr.
Peninnah Wolfe (601 Parkway Dr. Kingsport, TN 37663, e-mail:
danielthewolf@charter.net), Darda McMullin and Sr. Becky Miller
(P.O. Box 951 Prince Albert, S6V 5S5 SK, e-mail:
jrmiller@inet2000.com); four grandchildren and sisters: Sr. Anne
Boychuk (263 Moray St., Winnipeg R3J 3A4 MB, e-mail:
fboychuk@mts.net) and Nancy Shaban. Brs. Barry Kuly and Frank
Boychuk gave his final witness November 21 with 100 in
attendance.
■ST. Amy Draper, age 91, a fifty year attendee of the Sacramento
Ecclesia, died October 19. Born in Oklahoma, she moved with her
family to California in 1934 because of the "dust bowl" conditions.
In the 1950s a neighbor Sr. Mary Nail, witnessed to her about what
happens after one dies.
Enthusiastic about God's plan, she
witnessed to her husband Br. Don, who consecrated later in the
seventies. In the past year, they moved to Texas to be closer to their
son Gary and his family who arranged the October 23 funeral.
■Sr. Irene Green, of the Columbus Ohio Ecclesia, finished her walk
of seven decades in the narrow way on November 9, two months after
her one hundredth birthday. She had
minimal health problems her entire
life except for the last two and a half
years. Unable to live in her own home
at that time, she was cared for by her
granddaughter Lyla, and was later
admitted to a nursing home. Her
family "Truth" roots started in 1908,
the year she was born. Two
Nelsonville, Ohio colporteurs gave
the Volumes to her father Br. Charles
Cook, a Presbyterian. Br. Frank
Baker, one of the colporteurs, lived
on the family lot in a small house that
Br. Cook had made for him, so Sr.
Irene had abundant opportunities to
learn the Truth, as it was discussed frequently. She attended many
conventions, including the one in Columbus, Ohio in 1931 when J.
F. Rutherford changed the name of the International Bible Students
Association to Jehovah's Witnesses. Opposed to this, she remained
with the original Bible Students. She frequently entertained pilgrim
brethren, hosted weekly meetings for decades and regularly testified

Psalms 73:24

of witness opportunities. One witness so impressed a local butcher
that he prominently displayed a box of tracts for more than 30 years
on his counter. Sr. Irene was the last of her siblings. She was preceded
in death by her sister, Sr. Marie Sims and brothers: Brs. Milton, Floyd
and Paul. Her husband of 61 years, John, died in 1987. She is survived
by her daughter Sr. Beverly Cole (We Care Health Facility, 740
Canonby Pl., Columbus, OH 43223); granddaughter Lyla
Damopoulos (2668 Hoover Crossing Way, Grove City, OH 43123)
and three great-grandsons. Br. Dick Kindig comforted the 60 in
attendance on November 12.

■Sr. Esther Shallieu, age 93, died October 28 after a 62 year walk
in the narrow way. Though a resident of the Bible Students
Retirement Center the last seven
years, she maintained contact with
the Rockland, New York Ecclesia
through phone conferencing.
Perhaps trials in her youth made her
ready for the message of Truth. One
sister died of tuberculosis and when
Sr. Esther contracted it, one lung
developed two holes and she spent
time isolated in a sanitarium.
Pentecostal for a time, she never
experienced the gifts of tongues or
healing but was especially interested
in the gift of prophecy. Later, she
realized the Lord answered her
prayers when her aunt Sr. Birdie
Tornquist opened her eyes to the Truth. This gave her a much deeper
insight into prophecy than she had anticipated.
Her husband Br. Frank died over two years ago. She is survived
by her son Br. Russell (1041 Johnstown Dr., Watchung, NJ 07069,
e-mail: dshallieu@aol.com). A January 10 memorial service is
planned at the Bible Students Retirement Center.
■Sr. Berna McNee, age 84, of recent years from the Vancouver
Bible Students, entered into her reward November 2 after suffering
many years from complications of a
stroke. Previously, she attended the
Bellingham, Washington Ecclesia
until health no longer permitted. One
of three daughters born to Br. Harry
and Sr. Emma Barnet in Mission,
British Columbia, she moved to
Vancouver in 1941 and married Br.
Wilfred in 1945, starting a 55 year
marriage.
To all who knew her, Sr. Berna was
exceptionally gentle and meek yet
firm for righteousness and truth. Even
the tone of her voice and the look in
her eyes were full of gentleness. These
qualities were developed by hardship as she cared for Br. Wilf in his 17 years of suffering with
Parkinson's Disease. In the 1960s, following the removal of a brain
tumor, she had to relearn to walk, although she always had a limp
In their personal devotions, she and Br. Wilf memorized long quotes
from the Scriptures and Harvest Message, reciting selections to each
other after every evening meal.
She is survived by her children: Ian McNee and Lorna Martenello
See Deaths page 8
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Our Brethren Speak
"I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. "Philippians 4:13

Testimonies at Columbus, Indiana September 20, 2008
Years Filled with the Lord's Goodness
Sr. Barbara Jezuit, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"I bring the love of my husband Br. Art. When he heard that our
daughter Sr. Valerie was planning a trip to the
convention, he said 'Why don't you go
along?' I assumed that he would say 'okay—
we are all going.' Instead he said, 'Why don't
you make it a ladies' weekend? I would really
like to take the opportunity for a little extra
study time at home.' What a privilege it has
1
been for me to come not only with our daughter
but also with two of our granddaughters. What
a sweet trip we had. I thank the Lord for that. Sr. Marie Jezuit asked
that her special love be sent to the brethren here. She said, 'I am
thinking of the wonderful years Br. Edmund and I went from
convention to convention. So many of them were in Indiana. If any
brethren know me, please remember me to them.' I want to praise
the Lord for all his goodness to me. It was 58 years ago that I gave
my heart to the Lord. They have been years filled with the Lord's
goodness. The experiences that I have had over the years have made
the Truth and the brethren much dearer to me..."
Sr. Mildred Raffel—my Spiritual Mother
Sr. Edna Mae Chastain, Hope (IN) Ecclesia
"I thank the heavenly Father for how wonderful he has been to me...
I have never known anything but the Truth. My grandmother was
alive during the time of the Photo Drama, and
mother worked on the Photo Drama. I did stray
for a little while and I went to the churches
because I loved to sing in the choirs. But they
wanted me to join the church and I could not
because I lived a different life. I was in the
Dayton Class. I retired this year and have had
time to reflect. I have known a lot of wonderful
brethren... The first time I donated blood was for Br. Ben Hollister.
He had been in an accident... I told him at the hospital that we were
not much different from the Jehovah's Witnesses. He rose up in bed
and said 'Oh, don't ever say that.' I knew right then that I was in
trouble. That was forgiven. In my class in Dayton were Br. Templin,
Br. Alvin Raffel, our elder, and Sr. Mildred Raffel, my spiritual
mother. I was always close to her. The Raffels often rode their
bicycles to my parents' house when I was in high school. The
brethren have always been special to me. My life has been built
around the Truth. I thank God for it every day. I have had a wonderful
life with difficulties like we all do but they have been faith
strengthening. Sr. Mildred told me, 'If you do not have faith—then
you better give up the ship.' She was with Br. Bob [husband] and
me through many experiences... She was a support for me and I miss
her. The Lord gives us these supports when we are growing up—and
later may take them away. Then we are on our own with the Lord.
It still is a wonderful life because he is with me and I see his overruling
practically every day... I look for those things because they are faith
strengthening. I appreciate being here and seeing you brethren... My
husband lived in Chicago and loved the brethren there. I heard about
them all the time. I have four wonderful children, three of them
consecrated and I am thankful to the Lord. I ask for your prayers that
over these next years I will be able to do more for him because I am
home. Every night when Sr. Mildred went to bed she would listen
to a discourse... No matter how difficult your day has been, if you
listen to a talk you go right to sleep. It is a wonderful habit..."

Energy to Continue On... .
Sr. Martha Moody, New Albany (IN)/Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"I am very thankful to be here... we are able to enjoy nature and the
Lord's spiritual food... I took the opportunity to spend the week
studying some topics on the program. It was a
blessing... I then get more from the discourses,
as they solidify the thoughts in my mind...
"I had an experience this week after hurricane 'Ike' came through Kentucky. Of the
brethren in the class, the one most affected by
the wind was Sr. Evelyn Doran. Here is a 94year-old sister who lived without electricity
from Sunday to Thursday. A big limb fell on her house. Her spirit
was beautiful through the whole thing. She took it in stride by the
Lord's grace. I had an opportunity to speak with my boss, a dear
person. We have many good conversations. He was also without
electricity. He was frantically trying to find a hotel room for his
family because they could not possibly live in a house without
electricity. I chided him a bit saying my 94-year-old friend seemed
to be handling it well. We had a laugh over that. As I left his office,
I said, 'I think the life we have become accustomed to will be
leaving—probably not right now. But things are changing in the
world.' Immediately he said, 'Martha, we are living in the time of
the end aren't we?' We continued the conversation and he spoke of
his concern about which presidential candidate would be elected.
I told him that things have already been put into place so it really
would not matter who won. I said, 'You know what really matters
is the Lord will permit the one to get in who would carry out his will.'
He said, 'You are right. I just need to be at peace with it—don't I?'
I said, 'Our Lord told us how in Noah's day everyone thought he was
nuts as they went about their days normally while Noah did the
Lord's business directed by what the Lord told him.' I then said, 'The
other employees somehow know what I believe.' He answered,
`They feel the same way about me because every Tuesday I go to
Bible study and they talk about me. But as long as we are friends it
will be all right.' I was thankful for this opportunity because I know
`men's hearts are failing them for fear' and my wish is that I can help
people be at peace. If they just hold on through the rough spots, it
will be wonderful on the other side. I want to...get rid of all I need
to in order to be faithful so that I can be there to help them. Even if
I am not there, I want the Kingdom to come because this world really
needs it. I am looking forward to that time. I am thankful for the
Lord's spiritual provision here today. It gives us the energy to
continue on. Br. Burns would quote Winston Churchill saying,
`Never give up.' I hope not to."
"The Big Green Book"
Sr. Gracia Carmer, St. Petersburg (FL) Ecclesia
"It is a privilege for me to be here...in Indiana where I got my start
in the Truth. Br. Larry McClellan witnessed to me when we worked
together. The first time he spoke to me about the Truth, he had made
something like a New Year's resolution to witness to everyone at
work. He had the big green book [Seven-In-One] and I recall saying
something like, 'Larry, I am interested but not that interested.' Br.
Larry did not take no for an answer and neither did the heavenly
Father. After being gone a year or so, I returned to his school, and
we again worked together. Br. Larry went to the Chicago
Convention and came back all fired up and enthusiastic but this time
he did not bring that big green book—and I think I have been going
to the meetings ever since. It has been 30 years... I bring the love and
greetings of the brethren in St. Petersburg, Florida where Br. Dennis

[husband] and I meet...We drive about an hour and 15 minutes and
it is well worth the effort. Br. Dennis would like to be remembered
to all of you. He is on the road truck driving to earn income for those
years between semi-retirement and Social Security... I ask an interest
in your prayers... I need the Lord's strength during some challenging
trials and situations. But I am grateful for the opportunities. The
reason I do not get out more is that my mother will be 90 this year
and has lived in Florida 28 years. It is not feasible to relocate her.
I appreciate the privilege of serving her in any way that I can. I pray
for all of you... and convey my heartfelt love to the brethren here for
their many efforts."

Watering as He Provides the Increase
Br. Mark Chastain, Hope (IN) Ecclesia
"I am thankful to be here... We have been going through a nice
experience in our class. We have had a witness
effort at the `Black Expo' [Fair] for about five
years now. There have been few results but one
group took ten First Volumes to use in their
Bible study. I guess they did because later they
called and asked if we believed in the trinity.
We said, 'No.' They hung up and that was that.
This year a 16-year-old young man Mike, stop
and ask us to explain the 'Ages to Come' on the chart. We did and
talked more. He asked if we believed in a Millennium, and I said,
`Yes, we do.' He was with the Armstrong movement. I told him that
some from that group may have an issue [with him] because he is not
`white.' They had a problem with me because I am not Anglo-Saxon.
I explained their thoughts and he checked it out. The next day he
came back to get a First Volume. His mother wanted to meet us. We
spoke to them and they came to the meetings for about three or four
weeks. The last two weeks we have not seen them. We called and
they plan to be here tomorrow. It has been a blessing for us to have
them. We think the Lord is blessing the effort. We are going through
the First Volume in our study. On the third page, Br. Russell explains
how you approach the Truth and do not just take someone's word
for it. Nicole (the mother) said, 'I wanted to hear that because I
thought you were just reading a man's book and I was concerned
about it.' It sparks the atmosphere to have them with us... We thank
the Lord to have part in the watering as he provides the increase.
Please remember us in prayer along these lines."
Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio September 27, 28 2008
As Tall Trees Weathering Storms of Life
Sr. Estelle Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio Ecclesia
"I am thankful to be here. I have received rich blessings from the
discourses and from some `koinonia'
fellowship particularly with Br. Jim Watkins.
I recently learned some lessons from hurricane
`Ike.' We live on a property where we can look
across quite a distance and see many trees.
During the storm, every ten to fifteen seconds
we saw what was almost like a tornado coming
down. The wind whipped the trees around and
twisted them back and forth... Most of the ones that broke were
hollow at the base. I thought that we as Christians have to be
substantial, not hollow in the middle so that when the storms of life
come we will not break. We are supposed to be like sturdy, tall trees.
Over the last eight years we have had Ebenezer experiences one after
another. Sometimes just fifteen seconds after one tornado, another
would come down. The Lord helped us have little rests when we
could stand upright again and get our strength for the next
experience. This year we had quite a few tornados with my mother
dying and then Br. Bill's mother dying in June. Many experiences
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were with family and care giving. When we thought we would have
a little rest, my sister-in-law learned she had a mass in her lung. Three
weeks ago she had a wedge of her lung removed, and we were her care
givers... Br. Bill and I do not have children but the Lord has given
us a lot of opportunities in which we had to be like parents and take
care of those who were helpless and dependent upon us. I am
thankful to the Lord for his guidance during these times. In every
case it was someone from the world—my mother, Br. Bill's mother,
my father, my sister-in-law. These situations were not what we had
anticipated or tried to fmd, but they ended up in our laps. It has been
interesting trying to keep a spiritual balance in our lives and yet
provide for others. We are praying that we are stronger because of
the storms and not weaker so as to crack. Where we are weaker, we
hope the Lord might prune those branches. We know we have a lot
of those. Many of our trees have pruned off branches. One in the front
yard has half of its branches gone and will need to be pruned down
so that a nice full tree can grow again. We see that, as a Christian,
this has to be done in us. I am thankful to the Lord that we have
weathered the storm by his grace. We are thankful for the memories
that we have of all the experiences and for the support and prayers
of all of the brethren but especially for his grace to help in every time
of need."

Praising the Lord with Hymns
Sr. Isabelle Baker, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia
"It is amazing how the Lord has worked—our getting a home and
selling our home...The Lord has been good. At one of our class
testimony meetings, the leader said it was a
`praise and testimony' meeting so we all
picked a favorite hymn. [I selected] Hymn 296,
`Search the Scriptures.' ...The words are:
`There' s a wideness in God's mercy, like the
wideness of the sea; there's a kindness in his
justice, though severe his judgments be.
Search the scriptures, search and see wisdom's
wondrous harmony.' And then the fourth
verse—Tut men make his love too narrow by false limits of their
own, and they magnify his vengeance with a zeal he will not own.
Search the scriptures, search and see God's grand law of equity.' I
copied these words a few times and sent them in bill payments. We
also have to remember Hymn 301, 'The Lord Will Provide.' Though
troubles assail and dangers affright, though friends should all fail
and foes all unite, yet one thing secures us, what ever betide; the
promise assures us, the Lord will provide.'
"Love from the Mahomet Ecclesia and also love from Sr. Rebecca
Chastain. I had a nice talk over the phone with her. She has many
experiences at the Columbus hospital with all the flooding. The
hospital is not opened yet. They are sending her to Indianapolis, an
hour and a half drive...Please pray for her."
Asking Prayers for the Lord's Guidance
Br. Dennis Carmer, St. Petersburg (FL) Ecclesia
"...The reason I am in this area is that I am on a job search... Although
my desire is to be near Columbus, Indiana, it looks like that would
not afford me the fellowship I would need
because my days off would be Friday and
Saturday. I would not be able to meet with the
brethren on Sunday. I do ask an interest in your
prayers that the Lord would overrule and give
me the direction I need, the wisdom and the
courage to follow wherever that maybe. I give
special thanks to the brethren in Columbus,
Indiana, for coming out of their way to help me out so that I could
be here...Br. Larry and Sr. Debbie McClellan graciously agreed to
See Brethren page 6
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pick me up. Sr. Esther Ledwinka went over to Br. Dan Ledwinka' s
to get me some clothes. Through the aid of the brethren, I am able
to be here. I am thankful. I have been richly blessed. It is nice to
fellowship with the brethren, to hear the messages that the Lord has
prepared for us and to receive his blessings..."
A Flurry after Tracts Left
Br. Bill Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio

"...We appreciate the working together as brethren to promote the
Truth. Some of you may not necessarily know that when you are
distributing tracts, they may have our
ecclesia' s name on them and you may not
know if you are getting a reply...When you
give out tracts, we get little flurries of
responses after certain conventions. Recently,
after the Huntsville Convention, we got a call
from the Huntsville, Alabama airport so we
knew that came from a tract or from someone
that person had talked to. This was followed by a flurry of responses
from Mississippi and we knew that someone had traveled there. We
can follow where the brethren have been—going to and from
conventions. Just dropping tracts off really helps. I wanted to
encourage that. We have also had interesting Internet questions
from different areas, one recently from Florida area and another in
the Philadelphia area. There are people taking the bait and making
the next step in saying that they would like to meet with someone.
It is small but we are not like the churches that draw people in by
preaching the prosperity gospel. The Lord is pulling those in that
he wants.
"...Keep your eye on the news along the line of the Fourth
Volume—concerning economics and churches uniting, which may
be caused by fear of Islam, or fear of the loss of moral values in the
country. Right wing Christians have an influence in politics and [we
have heard] statements by politicians that God is with us in the war
in Iraq... The Episcopal Church has agreed that the Pope is the
authority [over their church]. Now only a few more have to go in with
them... I can see the laying of groundwork for some kind of alliance
of church and state because the people want it and are willing to give
up liberties. Watch the news. You may not agree that this will happen
but watch the news for little evidences... We certainly have enjoyed
all the discourses here today."

putting out pamphlets that individuals can read at their own leisure
and in their own time. I have had tracts ripped up in front of my face,
stomped on and so forth. That does not dissuade me. I still feel this
topic is essential for us to get out, to understand, to go through our
minds and to prove to ourselves... My encouragement to the
brethren is to put this Truth out. Do not just put out the wonderful
blessings of the Kingdom—although that is true. We are living in
the time of the Harvest work and it has to be done. Many have come
into the Truth over the Kingdom, but I do believe that there are some
who still need this message of the Lord's Presence. I appreciate that
Br. Russell brought this to our minds and that the Lord revealed it
to me."
"This Year Connellsville"
Sr. Debbie Stewart, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
—

"I thank the heavenly Father for the opportunity to be here. The Jews
would say, 'Next year in Jerusalem.' Br. Laddie [husband] and I
would say, 'This year in Connellsville.' We
were so determined to make it... My tears are
joyful because I can thank all of you publicly
for the cards, prayers, phone calls, flowers and
hugs. Br. Laddie and I would not be here today
without your love. There was one day when I
went out to meet the mail-lady to give her some
mail. She handed me some envelopes and said
`Boy, you are loved.' ... 'I have been delivering so many cards to you.'
I said, 'Yes we are much loved.' So your love has been noticed by
others... Our wonderful class took good care of us. Whatever we
needed, they were there. It is all from the Lord and it is his spirit. I
am thankful for my husband's presence here with me today. I cannot
thank the Lord enough.
"There were many little blessings that happened along the way...
the last infusions of antibiotics were hard on Br. Laddie. If we had
to have those again, he would not be here. We asked the doctor if
Br. Laddie's situation returned, whether we could get a different
antibiotic—one which was rarely supplied because of the high
demand for it. He looked at us and he said, 'Yes.' I said, 'Well, Doc,
we have to go to a Bible convention. My husband has services and
he would like to fulfill them.' He worked it out so that we could have
this medication [which enabled us] to come here and we are thankful
for that. I hope we are learning all the lessons required because we
dearly need the Kingdom. We want to find that last grain of wheat
wherever it may be and we want to be able to see the blessings flow
with the resurrection of the dead...
Testimonies at Connellsville, PA October 26, 2008
"Please continue to pray for us as we will continue to pray for all
of you. We thank you for your love and your care and we also thank
The Message of the Lord's Presence
the brethren on-line who sent their love. We thank Laddie's brother
Sr. Merrily Wesolowski, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia
"I am thankful to be here and thankful for the Lord's overruling. I Br. Richard, who flew back and forth so often that I think they
appreciate this topic of the Presence. For about the last 50 years, it recognized him at the terminal. He has been a brother both natural
has made an impression upon me in going through the Third and spiritual. We thank our class who visited us every day—Br. Bill
Volume, which is just about my favorite Volume. Br. Russell brings and Sr. Estelle [Gill], Br. David [Wiant], Br. Jordan [Gray] and the
out how essential this particular doctrine is for all those who are the Winskes—all of the brethren. Others thought we were all family
Lord's people to hear. Whether they accept it or not, that is not the because they were there so much. This is a treasure that I have and
point. The point is to hear. I appreciate that a number of years ago will never lose. Many brethren contact us. Sr. Sharon Leslie calls
the brethren wrote a tract, 'The Lord is Present Now,' which I carry me every Thursday. Sr. Merrily calls me and Sr. Becky sends ewith me. Generally speaking, it is the bulk of the tracting I do. I enjoy mails—thanks to all of you. God bless all of you and keep you
faithful to the end."
going up to the churches with this tract along with 'If You Are God' s.'
We have a very important message. Those in the churches who are
Witnessing about the "Parousia"
the Lord's people and still have not seen the Truth—if we do not give
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick (NJ)
it to them they are going to be blinded. It will be our responsibility...
Ecclesia
but I have not been able to do much of this lately. It is a difficult
"It has been such a privilege for us to be here.
circumstance for me. Originally I wanted to tract every home in the
I appreciate hearing the inspiring and
United States... It was my idea. I am not an Internet person and I had
encouraging testimonies...I appreciated Sr.
a hard time colporteuring. Other brethren are good at talking to
Debbie taking the time to pray with me last
people, but I am not. I appreciate Br. Russell's encouragement in

night. We shared many blessings and opportunities together. Br.
Bob [husband] and I had an interesting opportunity to witness this
morning. We were in the elevator going from the second to the first
floor with a man who had on a hat that read 'Jesus is the answer.' We
started talking to him freely and quoting a few scriptures... I walked
out ahead of him and Br. Bob and went to our van. Br. Bob continued
to talk with him and gave him some tracts. The man said that he had
just had a fire in his living quarters and he had all of his clothes and
things in the back of his van. Then he pulled out a hat he wanted to
give to Br. Bob. It read, 'Jesus is Coming.' Br. Bob said, 'Well, that
is nice but as a matter of fact. . . then he pulled open his jacket which
has the word Tarousia' on it instead of his name. So, we started
talking about the invisible presence, which we do not usually
address in the first witness opportunity. The man seemed to like what
we were saying—he was not shocked. We gave him the website card
we have. Then he gave me a pink hat which said 'God is Love.' We
wanted to give him some money. He did not want it, but we insisted.
It was an unusual opportunity to witness on the Presence.
"The whole convention has been special. Specifically the last
talk was like 'standing on the shoulders' of all the services we heard
yesterday. I appreciated the sense of urgency in the thought of
`hastening the day,' and feel that urgency more than ever. My prayer
is to use everything I have according to God's will—but not to run
ahead of him. I want to be an encouragement to the brethren..."
Testimonies in Nigeria, November 7, 8
"...His Wonderful Works"
Sr. Cecilia Adiele, Okpuala Ngwa Ecclesia
"I thank God the Almighty for his wonderful works towards me, for
making it possible for me to symbolize my consecration today. I will
continue to serve God forever."
"I Promise Never to Go Back to Sin"
Br. Udochukwu Alison, Okpuala Ngwa
Ecclesia
"I thank God for this day. I promise never to go
back to sin again. I will follow him till I die.
Help me to pray so that God will be with me till
the end in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Amen."
Symbolized Consecration Today
Br. Charles Onwukwe, Okpuala Ngwa Ecclesia
"I thank the Almighty God for giving me life till today when I
symbolized my consecration I thank God for the faith of the Bible
Students which is very good."
Truth Shown By Teachings
Br. Uzoma Nwoko, Okpuala Ngwa Ecclesia
"I profoundly thank God with joy for today to be able to symbolize
my consecration. I thank God for making me to know the Truth as
clearly shown by Bible Students teachings."
"No Longer in the Bondage of Satan"
Br. Felix N. Godwin, Okpuala Ngwa Ecclesia
"May the name of God be praised forever. I
thank God for changing my life through the
Bible Students. The preaching by Br. Cajetan
[Egbu] on my baptismal day touched my
heart... I am blessed. I am no longer in the
bondage of Satan. Pray for me to continue to
grow in the Truth."
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Thanking God for Protection and Love
Sr. Annah Godwin, Okpuala Ngwa Ecclesia
"I thank God for his protection and love which he has given to us.
Today is a wonderful day because I have symbolized my
consecration before my brethren. I thank God. I have given my life
over to Jesus Christ. Pray for me and my brothers that have done the
same today."
Husband Did Not Witness Immersion
Sr. Elizabeth Onwumere, Aba 2 Ecclesia
"Brethren, rejoice greatly with me in the Lord
Jesus Christ for today I have symbolized my
consecration. I would have symbolized my
consecration last year when Br.Cajetan visited
us but my husband, the late Br. Anthony
Onwumere, told me to wait till next time. I did
not know that he would not witness it."
"Wholly Surrendered"
Sr. Chioma Alison, Okpuala Ngwa Ecclesia
"I thank God for what he has done in my life. I am happy to have
symbolized my consecration today. I have wholly surrendered my
life to God to manage my affairs throughout my life. May God bless
and help me to continue this..."
"No More Trouble"
Br. Nkemukah, Aba 2 Ecclesia
"From the day I consecrated my life to do the will of God and
symbolized it the same day with late Br. Anthony Onwumere when
Br. Cajetan Egbu visited us in 2007, God has been faithful to me. I
no longer commit wilful sins. I have no more trouble coming from
my business and family."
"We Are Now Ambassadors"
Br. Ezeprince Ihega, Aba 2 Ecclesia
"I am happy to symbolize my consecration today. I and my family
became Bible Students through the late Br. Anthony Onwumere who
introduced me to the Bible class. After I saw the way they teach the
word of God undiluted and the love they show to one another, I
became interested and my family joined. My wife Sr. Josephine also
symbolized her consecration today. We are now ambassadors of
Jesus Christ. Glory be to God."
God Needs to be Exalted
Sr. Mustard Chinatu, Aba 2 Ecclesia
"I am happy to belong to Aba 2 Bible Students
Ecclesia and symbolize my consecration
today. Help me to pray to God to lead me in the
paths of righteousness always. May God be
highly exalted in Jesus' name. Amen."
God Be With Me
Sr. Faith Chinatu, Aba 2 Ecclesia
I thank God for today as I have symbolized my consecration. Since
I chose to become a member of Aba 2 Bible Students, I have
witnessed a great change in my life. I pray that the Almighty God
will continue to be with me forever. In the name of Jesus. Amen."
God Made it Possible
Br. Promise Ihedora, Ohoba Ecclesia
I am happy today for symbolizing my consecration. I would have
done it in 2007 but my father encouraged me to count the cost. I
thank God for making it possible. May his name be praised." 0
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(12856 Carluke Cres, Surrey, BC V3V 6R4 Canada); two grandsons
and a sister, Sr. Ruth Chambers (3039 East 23rd Ave., Vancouver, BC
V5R 1B2 Canada). Brs. Richard Stewart and Albert Svab had part
in her memorial service November 8 with 90 in attendance.
■Sr. Ruth Kowaleski, age 86, daughter of the late Br. Anton and
Sr. Louise Frey of Staten Island, New York, died of congestive heart
failure December 5. Consecrated 69
years she was submissive to God's
will, regardless of circumstances. She
lived by the reassuring words of
Romans 8:28, and was described by
one in her ecclesia as "lovely and
lovable."
In 1942 she married Br. Vincent of
Chicago, after meeting him while he
worked at the Dawn. In 1946 they
moved upstate to rural Nichols, New
York where later they became part of
the Ithaca Bible Students. When Br.
Frey died in 1987, Sr. Louise joined
Sr. Ruth and was cared for by her until
she passed to her reward at the age of
100. Though in an isolated area, Sr. Ruth maintained active
correspondence with brethren throughout the country. In recent
years macular degeneration did not diminish her contact with the
brethren nor her studies of the Truth for she relied more on the
telephone and tapes. The Lord allowed her to attend the Jersey City
convention two weeks before her death, a convention she had
attended regularly since her early years.
She is survived by seven children: Anna Hunt, Steven, Ruthe
Williams, Rachel Hare, Lois Crown, Rebecca Moore and Timothy;
thirteen grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren. After the death
of Br. Vincent in 2005, a granddaughter Sara Moore (1601 Red
Brush Rd., Nichols, NY 13812) moved from South Carolina to live
with Sr. Ruth. A memorial service is planned for the spring.
■Br. William Roach, age 88, died of congestive heart failure
November 2 after two years of in-home hospice care at the home of
his daughter. He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Sr. Ailene;
daughter Sr. Mary Franks (311 West Center Ave., Mooresville, NC
28115, e-mail: mtnbillailene@aol.com) and one granddaughter. He
was preceded in death by another granddaughter. Brs. Larry Tallent
and Dennis Whitherspoon shared in his final witness November 4
with 75 in attendance.
■Br. William Lyscott, entered into rest October 14 at age 79,
ending a consecrated walk of more than 45 years. Born in the West
Indies he moved to England where he
received the Truth. In the sixties he
moved to Brooklyn, New York and
studied with the Highland Park
Ecclesia. His love for God and the
wonderful plan of the ages was
manifest as he enthusiastically sang
hymns aloud at work. As a result
several people asked what he
believed and some had studies with
him. In his declining years during
which he suffered the loss of his
eyesight, he was cared for by his
relatives, especially two nieces
Jermaine and Jolly Pierre (2275
Strauss St. Brooklyn, NY 11212) who
reluctantly placed him in a nursing home four months prior to his

death. Br. Homer Montague gave his final witness October 19 to
more than 100, many of whom were friends and neighbors.
Inn Len Fraikin, age 58, ended his consecrated walk October 13
from multiple problems including
heart failure. More than seven years
ago, Br. Len saw brethren removing
an "Orlando Bible Students" sign in
front of the local YMCA at the
conclusion of a meeting. He asked
some questions so the brethren
invited him to attend and learn about
the Bible. He came the next Sunday
and every Sunday after that. He was
eager to learn and became convinced
he had found the Truth. A few months
later he made a covenant of sacrifice
to the Lord. He served the local
ecclesia as a deacon. October 16, Br.
Ernie Kuenzli comforted his elderly
parents and two sisters along with about 50 others.
■Sr. Fern Freer, one of the last members of the Chico California
Ecclesia, finished her earthly course June 29 at age 86. Since the
death of her husband Br. Jim in 2004, she lived with her daughter Sr.
Tammy Kuenzli in the Sacramento area. The Freers learned of the
Truth through the "Frank and Ernest" radio program in the late
sixties. Near the end of her life, she thought constantly of the hope
of the Kingdom and being with the Lord. She never hesitated to share
her hope with others. Besides Sr Tammy (2653 Tronero Way,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, e-mail• tammyk916@sbcglobal.net ).
Sr. Fern leaves behind another daughter: Sr. Sherry Smith,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Br. Terry Meyer of the
Sacramento Ecclesia conducted her memorial service August 3 with
50 in attendance.
■Sr. Mary Zembik, age 89, of the North Saskatchewan Bible
Students died of lung and heart trouble November 11. One of thirteen
children, she loved the writings of
Pastor Russell from her youth. Her
father Br. Marcin Rybka received a
copy of The Divine Plan of the Ages
after emigrating to Canada from
Poland. After the loss of two of her
seven children, Sr. Vivian and Br.
Allen Zembik, Sr. Mary's heart
sympathies were enlarged. She
recognized the experiences were by
the Lord's permission for her
development. After the death of her
daughter in 1984,she reared a
granddaughter Sr. Andrea Dundas
(241 Dickey Cres., Saskatoon, SK,
S7L 5N8 Canada, e-mail:
andreadun@sasktel.net). She is missed by her five daughters:
Angeline Ferster, Sr. Virginia Stocki (Box 299 Wakaw, SK SOK 4P0
Canada), Jasa Smith, Kitty Link, Delyla Nagle; nineteen
grandchildren; several great-grandchildren and two brothers: Br.
Mike and Martin Rybka. Br. George Wilmott conducted her
memorial service November 29 with more than 100 in attendance.
■Br. Paul Eckles, age 93, of the Sacramento Ecclesia died October
10. One of eight children, he was a third generation Bible Student
as he learned the Truth from his parents and grandparents. His
example of service in the little opportunities was appreciated by the
See Entered Into Rest page 10
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to Br. Viorel Hamza, who had stayed home
due to a broken leg. But where requested, we
shared lessons on the Tabernacle, types and
shadows, consecration of the priesthood,
transformation of Romans 12,
the covenants, the days of
Noah and our times and key
doctrines of Present Truth.
"We arrived in the north
of Moldova at Ruseni with a
warm welcome as we had everywhere. Meetings were requested in Ruseni,
Gordinesti, Ocnita and Criva.
Criva is a special evidence of
divine providence in these
latter days. It was years after
the other brethren in
Moldova had connected, yet
those in Criva were still unaware of the existence of other
Bible Students who held to
the teachings of the Volumes.
Then a chain of little miracles
connected them after years of isolation. Between meetings and fellowship, we were
able to assist in setting up a more reliable
Internet connection for two homes in Ruseni, with potential for additional future connections.
"The big
event was the
Saturday
wedding of
V o v a
Baderau and
Dana Neagu.
It was an all
day program
with Brs. Cornel Brie of
Romania and
Jerry Leslie
sharing parts
of the service.
Brethren
Mr. and Mrs. Baderau
from all over
Moldova and parts of Romania attended.
Even Srs. Margie and Cher-El Hagensick
from Chicago joined us in their hearts as
well-wishers. Sr. Irena was again able to
personally connect with brethren in Russian, as it is their second language. An
additional blessing was to become more
acquainted with brethren from Balti (mid
way between Ruseni and Chisinau). This
has resulted in some fellowship over the
Internet.
"Parting with brethren in Moldova always tugs at our heart-strings, as we know
life for them is measured with long days of

waiting for more visitors. Few brethren there
experience the privilege of easily traveling
beyond their country as the resources inside
their borders are meager.

Cucerdea Romania Ecclesia

Romania
"A 15 hour ride from Moldova to Cluj,
Romania in a van driven by Br. Cornel Brie
with nine brethren provided a day full of
fellowship and praise. We arrived tired but
happy. After a good night of rest, we visited
a youth camp outside of Cluj. The children
were divided into two age groups for their
studies. They all were eager to tell what they
learned from the Chart of the Ages and other
lessons. After lunch, we enjoyed a short time
to urge them to seek and treasure the most
valuable gift from God; that of his son Jesus
and the truth of his plan.
"The following days consisted of meetings and fellowship in the towns and villages of Cucerdea, Cimpia Turzii, Finisel
and then in Cluj. The Cucerdea Ecclesia has
about 40 persons, most of them sisters with
about five brothers. Many of the meetings
were followed by questions, which indicated the brethren had carefully considered
the lessons and were comparing scriptures.
The brethren in Cluj are active in extension
services and publishing Truth literature for
their own use and for witnessing.
"After traveling a few hours north, we met
with the village ecclesia in Calinesti. After
the meeting, we were invited to the home of
Br. Dan and
Sr. Christina Pasca
for a most
pleasant
dinner and
more felThe Pascas
lowship.
We first met Sr. Christina as a little girl sitting
in the back of the meeting room. Now after
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16 years, she is married with a daughter who
sits quietly in the back of the meeting room
listening to the Truths that first touched her
mother. Our days in Romania were the only
time that Sr. Irena had to wait for translation,
as in every other country she was able to use
her skills with English,
Russian, Polish and German languages.
"We traveled on to
Sighet where it is easy
to walk or take short
drives to visit many
brethren, including the
Dragos family and Br.
Allen Springer, who
lives next door to them.
Despite severe flooding
in the country with some
impact on brethren as
well, meetings continued in Sighet and the
nearby village of Iapa.
We were impressed with
the decorum, reverence, hospitality and generosity of the brethren, and especially with
their fidelity to the Harvest Message. There
are both brothers and sisters who use every
opportunity to spread the good news near
and far.
"The conditions among brethren in Romania have changed greatly since we first
visited the country shortly after their revolution more than 16
years ago. Then
there were more
than 2000 brethren
as they emerged
from secular and
religious oppression with zeal and
determination.
Br. Ghita Dragos and
Now death has
his daughter Sarah
taken more than
half their numbers and westernization has
swept over the country. Diversity and liberty have proven to be as much of a trial and
test as they are an opportunity. Still there are
many of those who are "alive and remain"
who persist with the courage and faith with
which they began their journey of consecration and Present Truth. We encourage brethren to read the book: "The Sky Through
Bars" available from Br. Ken Rawson. (See
Serving, page 11)

Ukraine
"We traveled on to Ukraine transported
by Sr. Lisa Dragos through flooded fields
and roads. We heard reports of more than
40,000 homes being under water and many
lives of man and beast lost but we arrived
See Eastern Gates page 10
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safely in Mukaczevo at the home of Br.
Joseph and Br. Mesa Lendel. Both are elders
in the little class of Mukaczevo. Their class started
to have annual conventions in the last few years
and because of their proximity to Poland, Moldova
and Romania, it has turned
into a little international
Br. Joseph
convention in September.
Their love and hospitality
touched us deeply. There
was time to walk to the
homes of a few brethren
for short visits before the
evening meeting. After
considering the subject of
Romans 12:1-2, there were
many questions discussed.
In the morning we walked
Br. Mesa
and visited more brethren
before Srs. Lisa and Cami Grigor returned to
Romania.
"We continued our travels north to Lviv.
On the outskirts of Lviv, Ukraine, the consecrated Lajbida home of Br. Andriy, his wife
Sr. Halya, daughter Mariska, mother Sr.
Maria, and the adjacent home of his sister, Sr.
Halya Borvyk and her daughter Nadya were
always moving with activity and fellowship. Sr. Zoriana Bojczuk from the city
joined us for a day with her young daughter
Vera. We connected with Sr. Zoriana and her
husband Br. Roman Bojczuk, for a guided
walk through old Lviv
(City of Lions), where
parts of history are visible back to the 1300s.
Time echoes in the very
stones one touches.
Meetings continued in
Zolichiv at the Dowhan
home. This is a home of
study, praise and is a
service center for the
Br. Iwan Kravetz
Truth. Their spirit of
devotion and zeal is
evident in every room. They seldom have
visits beyond those brethren in western
Ukraine. Yet, they are still sounding the
jubilee trumpet Meetings and fellowship

for living is to tell what he saw as a young
man of 20.
"As previously reported, Mr. Milner attended one of the performances of the Bible
Students International Choir. When the
choir sang `Hatikvah' in Hebrew, he stood
with tears in his eyes. Others of the Polish
public turned to look, then stood with him in
honor of the birth of a nation and survival of
a prophetic people.
"A special surprise blessing for Sr. Irena,
who had already been traveling with us for
about five weeks, was that her husband, Br.
Richard, arrived for the last day of the convention and they traveled together to Warsaw to be with family for the last week of the
journey. Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon continued
to Miechow to be with the Kubic family for
services and fellowship with brethren at the
Poland
Polish Retirement Center. The time was
"Two buses were planned to carry breth- short but the fellowship was sweet. Br. Piotr
ren from Ukraine to the Poland International and Sr. Ioana Kubic took time from their
Convention. A number of brethren could busy lives to show us around Krakow and to
not acquire visas and one bus carried us and visit the Andrzej
the few that could get their documents for Dabek family
travel. The trip was not long and passed with Br. Piotr is Polmost pleasant fellowship along the way. We ish and Sr. Ioana
arrived at the convention site and all found is Romanian.
They married
their accommodations.
"I will not report much about the conven- some years ago Br. Andrzej and Sr. Ioana
tion, as the lessons and attendance are men- and have two
tioned in other reports. However, one expe- little children. Sr. Ioana is helpful in the
rience mentioned briefly in the last issue of translation work as she is fluent in Romathe Newsletter is worthy of notice. It con- nian, Polish and English. They then transcerns Mr. Jakub Miiller, the last living Jew- ported us to Warsaw where we connected
ish survivor of the Nowy Sacz ghetto. In again with Br. Richard and Sr. Irena Gawronaddition to trying to preserve the memory of ski. Br. Piotr, Sr. Ioana and their children,
Jewish history in the area, at the museum, he Sara and young son Benjamin, returned to
has maintained a little prayer hall on another Miech6w. Br. Richard walked us around old
street for any Jew visiting the area. Even for Warsaw and particularly through what had
this little corner, the city wishes to remove been the Warsaw ghetto uprising and a few
his building and make a parking lot. He memorials that remain. He grew up in this
adamantly resists. Mr. Miller walked us area and knew every corner. While a generathrough what had been the ghetto section of tion now lives that never saw the era of the
town and told of his memories of Nazi atroci- "hunters," a few survivors are determined to
ties, punishment of any Pole who would give leave a legacy of memory. A large memorial
a Jew even a crust of bread, of using Jewish park is in process of development and can be
informers, of starvation, of mass murders in reviewed on the Internet at:
crowded buildings, of deporting the rest to www.jewishmuseum.org.pl
"We are reminded of the legacy we bear
death camps. Of 30,000 original Jewish
residents, fewer than 100 survived under the of him who sacrificed and entered into glory
shelter of Poles who risked their own lives. nearly 2000 years ago, and our desire to
He is the sole remaining survivor. His reason follow him and enter into the Eastern gate of
the holy temple." Ezekiel 10:19.0

continued in Lviv and Ternopil. The distances meant long drives but the journeys
were worth every minute. Any visit of brethren is treated as a festive occasion.
"One special visit was at the Kravetz
home near Lviv. Lunch was served in a little
room perhaps no larger than three by four
meters with a table in the center. After lunch,
Sr. Irena began to ask Br. Iwan about his
history in the Truth. Somewhat reluctantly,
he began to relate a chain of miraculous
events and turns of providence within the
inner sanctum of Russian and German occupation and the imprisonments and oppression of the war years. One seldom sees the
depth of experience that shapes a new creature in Christ.

Entered Into Rest From page 8
ecclesia. He was preceded in death by his wife Sr. Loretta and two
sisters: Sr. Audrey Johnson and Sr. Pearl Mead. He is survived by
his three sons: Steve, Paul David and Jerry; six grandchildren,
several great-grandchildren and four siblings. Of his 25 nieces and
nephews, two are consecrated: Br. Gary Johnson and Sr. Charlene
Meyer. His son Steve (7318 Nob Hill Dr., Carmichael, CA 95608)
unselfishly cared for his father the last few years and made it possible
for him to attend meetings. On October 17 his son Jerry, who is a
Jehovah's Witness, delivered a hope filled message about the
Kingdom.

■ SI. Eunice Trebeck, age 85, a faithful participant of the Orlando
Bible Students, finished her earthly course December 27. Her first
few years in the Truth were in the Phoenix Ecclesia. She moved in
the late fifties to northern Illinois and attended meetings and
conventions in Chicago. In 1990 she moved to be near her daughter
in the Orlando area. She is survived by two daughters, Barbara Miles
(4639 Woodlands Village Dr. , Orlando, FL 32835) and Michelle
Furlong, five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Br. Ernie
Kuenzli conducted her funeral JanuaryS2e Entered Into Rest page 11
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Serving Our Brethren
"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." John 15:13

New Secretaries:
Portland Area Bible Students
Sharon Leslie
20034 SW 52nd Ave.
Portland, OR 97219-5821
NWGrami@comcast.net
Columbus, Indiana Bible Students
Genon Davis
1080 N. Allison Drive
Columbus, IN 47203
Phone (812)372-7165
E-Mail: Esther Ledwinka at
ledwinka @ hughes.net

Book of Remembrance

The Sky Through Bars

The booklet of Thursday Manna texts,
entitled "A Book of Remembrance," is
being offered to assist the brethren in noting
their experiences throughout the year. The
booklet comes in two formats: a pocket
version with small print (3 1/2 x 5 1/2), and a
larger size and print (4 1/2 x 8 1/2). The
booklets are only available in English and
can be mailed individually or in packets.
Please state the format and quantity desired.
Contact: Ed and Gail Grabner, 22 Ashley
Lane, Champaign IL 61820, or e-mail•
ed@grabner.us

The book, The Sky Through Bars, authored
by Sr. Ligia Brie, is a heart rending history of
the Bible Students in Romania, including
the persecutions under the Nazis and
Communists. We are endeavoring to
provide it free of charge (there is a special
fund for this) to the brethren in the US and
Canada—one copy per couple or one copy
to single brethren. Those who have read it
have been deeply moved. If you or members
of your class have not received a copy,
please notify us. The books are free and there
is no charge for postage. Contact: Ken
Rawson, 60 Jersey Avenue Edison, NJ
08820-3527. Phone: (732) 549-6480.0

Machine Prints Books In Minutes

The University of Michigan is the first
university library to install a book-printing
machine The Espresso Book Machine, from
On Demand Books of New York, produces
bound, high-quality paperback books on
demand. A Time Magazine "Best Invention
of 2007," the Espresso Book Machine has
been called "the ATM of books." It was
purchased with donations to U-M libraries.
After October 1, the Espresso Book Machine was to be operating most mornings
during the week, with a selection of titles
available for sale."This is a significant moment in the history of book publishing and
distribution," said Paul Courant, dean of
libraries at U-M. "As a library, we are stepping beyond the limits of physical space,"
he said. "Now, we can produce affordable
printed copies of rare and hard to find books.
It is a great step toward the democratization
of information, getting information to readers when and where they need it."
The book machine, located in the Shapiro

Library lobby on U-M' s Central Campus,
prints out-of-copyright books from the
University's digitized collections. At a cost
of about $10 per book, the service is available to researchers, students and the public.
The printing process begins with a reader
selecting a digitized book from U-M' s pre1923 collection or from another on-line
source, such as the Open Content Alliance
Most books printed prior to the early 1920s
can be reprinted without seeking the permission from whomever holds the copyright.
Then the file is downloaded to the Espresso
Book Machine, where it is formatted, printed
and bound with a four-color cover. A finished printed book takes 5-7 minutes, depending on the number of pages.
Since 1996, U-M Libraries have digitized nearly 2 million books. The University
was the first participant in the Google Book
Search program, which digitizes books in
libraries throughout the world.
On its Web site, On Demand Books likens
the potential impact of the book machine in

the 21st century to that of the Gutenberg
press in the 15th-century. Mass production
and dissemination of books was a major
factor in the rise of critical, independent
thinking, leading to a renaissance in the arts
and sciences.
In the next several years, On Demand
Books expects to install Espresso Book
Machines in libraries and bookshops around
the world. All the machines will be connected by a network, allowing libraries to
share and reprint volumes from their collections.
"This print technology will allow the
library to take maximum advantage of digital technology," said U-M' s Courant.
"Digital and print versions work in tandem, and soon researchers anywhere in the
world will be able to browse U-M' s digitized
holdings, select a book from our out of
copyright collections and have the book
printed within minutes." University ofMichigan News Service; 9-25-080

Entered Into Rest From page 10

■ Sr. Sophie Sochacki, age 72, of the Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit, died from
pancreatic cancer December 1. More
than seven years ago, she suffered a
stroke that left her left side paralyzed.
Her son Br. Tim, with whom she lived,
cared for her until she moved to New
Hampshire to be with her daughter Sr.
Julie Polychronius. In Poland her
great-grandfather was a faithful
supporter of the Catholic church.
When his barn burned down, he
asked the priest for financial
assistance. The priest took a broom
and swept him out the door. His

loyalty to the church also went out the door, and shortly after, he
became acquainted with the Truth. No stranger to hardship, Sr.
Sophie contracted tuberculosis as a teenager. When the family
emigrated to the United States from Poland, her mother stayed
behind with her until she was cured.
Sr. Sophie is survived by her husband Walter and nine children:
Ben, Br. Tim (1500 Bainbridge, Livonia, MI 48154, e-mail:
Tsochacki56@aol.com), Br. James, Sr. Diane Allen, Mike, Mark,
Steve, Robert and Sr. Julie Polychronius (41 Blue Hill Dr., Rochester, NH 03839), twenty-two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, siblings: Joseph and Jerry Warywoda and Sr. Mary Dobbs. Br.
Andrew Polychronius led a memorial service in New Hampshire
December 7 with 115 present. Another memorial service is planned
for April 24 in the Detroit area.
See Entered Into Rest page 15
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New Brethren in Christ
"But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil." Proverbs 1:33

Immersions 2008

At Calinesti, Romania August 3
Br. Gheorghe Petrar, Calinesti, Maramures Ecclesia, previous
Jehovah' s Witness.
At Kolar Gold Fields, India September 7
Br. Augustine, former member of Church Of South India.
Br. Raja, husband of Sr. Shashikala, former member of House Of
Worship.
Sr. Shashikala, wife of Br. Raja, former member of House Of
Worship.

Left to Right: Br. Daniel Anbu (Immerser), Sr. Shashikala, Br. Raja, Br.
Augustine, Br. Sampath (Immerser), Br. Khurrsino Miranda

At Isiala, Ngwa, Nigeria November 7
After the baptismal discourse, the brethren traveled to the Oji Imo
River, Isiala Ngwa.
All of the Okpuala, Ngwa Ecclesia
Sr. Cecilia U. Adiele
Br. Charles Onwukwe
Br. Felix N. Godwin
Sr. Peace E. Akabueze
Br. Chinyereugo Godwin
Sr. Annah N. Godwin
Br. Udochukwu Alison
Br. Zimizu Silvanus
Br. Uzoma H. Nwoko
Sr. Chioma Alison

From left to right standing: Brs. Charles, Udochukwu, Chinyereugo,
Felix, Zimizu, Srs. Cecilia, Peace and Br. Uzoma.
In Front: Srs. Chioma and Annah.

At Aba, Nigeria November 8
After a baptismal discourse, the brethren traveled to Aba Waterside
River where the immersion was performed. All of the Aba 2 Ecclesia.
(Since Aba is a large city there are two ecclesias.)
Sr. Elizabeth Onwumere, wife of late Br. Anthony Onwumere

Br. Eze Ihega
Br. Christopher Onyejiji
Br. Kenneth Agu
Br. Miracle Chinatu, son of the late Br. Anthony Onwumere
Sr. Mustard Chinatu, daughter the of late Br. Anthony Onwumere
Sr. Faith Chinatu, daughter of the late Br. Anthony Onwemere
Br. Osita Okoronkwo
Sr. Josephine Iheagaa
Sr. Comfort Ebere
Br. Cosmos Emmanuel
Br. Israel Nwogu
Br. Udochukwu Echebiri
Sr. Peace Adaeze Ihega

Left to right standing: Brs. Eze, Osita, Christopher, Kenneth, Sr.
Comfort, Brs. Israel, Udochukwu, Srs. Elizabeth, Faith, Brs. Miracle and
Cosmos.
In Front: Srs. Josephine, Mustard and Peace.

At Salem, India November 9
All from Hasthampatti Bible Students Ecclesia Salem.
Former members of
Eternal Gospel Church
Br. Victor Raj. S
Br. Arjaunan. K
Former member of The
Pentecostal Mission
Sr. Mary. M
Sr. Amutha . P
Sr. Kiruba
Former member of ECI
Church
Sr. Jayanthi. P
Sr. Sugaselvi. P
Brethren being immersed near Mettur Dam
Former Hindu
Br. Venkateshwaran
At Egbema, Nigeria November 11
All of the Ohoba Ecclesia
Br. Abel Odini
Br. Princewill Nwakaji
Br. Promise Ihedoro
Sr. Eunice Nwakaji
Br. Christopher Nwakaji
Sr. Josephine Ohiri
Sr. Goodness Ihedoro
Sr. Felicia Obunwa
Sr. Faith Emmanuel
Sr. Janeth Obunwa
Sr. Recheal Anyaoha ❑
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Kept by the Power of God
Sr. Marguerite Rosswick at 100 years
At the Newsletter's request, Sr. Marguerite
Rosswick agreed to an interview at the time
of her 100th birthday. For 90 years she lived
in Grand Island, Nebraska and for the last
ten years in Columbus, Ohio. She traveled
the narrow way side by side with her sister
Sr. Rosalind (Roz), who finished her course
in December 2005. Some of the history is
their shared experience. Information for
this entry was gathered through phone calls
and e-mail correspondence with Sr.
Marguerite.

How did your family initially come in
contact with the Truth?
"The Lord chose the death of our mother
to bring us into the Truth. [Marguerite was
10 years old, her brother Reuel 8 and Roz ,
4] She died in March 1919, the day after
Dad's birthday. We were Methodists but dad
did not like that church and began reading
other religions but found none he liked. A
friend suggested he read a First Volume from
Br. West, the Elder of the Bible Students
there. He did and accepted it as true after
reading only a few pages. The aunt and uncle
that we lived with until I was old enough to
keep house were Methodists so we children
went to Sunday School while Dad spent his
time off work studying the Truth. (Br. West
was a relative of our aunt and she had him
come for a couple of Sunday dinners before
he died. I was awestruck by him as he looked
like the Pastor to me). Dad, with Aunt Mida
and Uncle Frank, used to listen to J. F. Rutherford on the radio and I often listened to
some of it, too. After we moved, dad realized
Roz and I were interested in the Truth and he
started by reading the six Volumes through
to us along with the Bible. We knew of no
brethren, as the little class had vanished with
the death of Br. West and dad had never met
with them due to his work schedule. We
lived in isolation there, with no other Bible
Students living in our city."
How did you finally come in contact with
brethren again?
"We got our first TV set in the early 1950s
and one Sunday morning dad and Roz were
watching a favorite program of theirs while
I was getting dinner and I had Polly, our
parrot, in the kitchen with me. She loved to
sing and I was trying to find a singer for her
on the radio. As I flipped from station to
station, I heard a talk that was interesting. It
was Frank and Ernest. Through this we got in
touch with the Stricklands, then living in
Lincoln, 90 miles from us. We visited them
several times and Br. Henry invited us to go
with them to the Chicago convention. We
were both working and I was the only one
who could get the time off so I went, reluc-

tantly, as I did not care for the worldly
conventions and did not know our conventions were different. We drove to LaSalle
and stayed overnight with Br. Chuck and Sr.
Marie Zubowsky. Sr. Marie took me under
her wing, introduced me to the brethren and
talked Truth with me. At this convention I
heard about consecration for the first time.
When I got home, I told Roz that she should
go to the Bloomington Convention and be
immersed and I would go to the October
convention in Denver and be immersed.
Neither of us felt worthy. At the convention
Roz met Sr. Sundbom and they became our
good friends. The first brethren to visit us
were Br. and Sr. Sheppelbaum. The
Sundboms stopped several times as they
went by train to serve brethren west of us.
They could get off in Grand Island, visit us
for a few hours and board the train."
Were you ever part of an Ecclesia with
regular study and fellowship?
"We had two classes while we lived in
Nebraska. The Stricklands moved onto their
farm 42 miles from us. Dad was living then
and their daughter, Sr. Harriet, now Sr. Harriet Tsimonis, was living in Lincoln and
joined us whenever she came home. We were
the Nebraska Bible Students. We took turns
meeting in our two homes. Br. Mike and
Connie Huggens moved to Nebraska, living
in a small town near us and they met with us
during the few years they were here. Our
class had a convention at the Strickland farm
from 1961 - 1975. Br. Henry finished his
course in 1981 and Sr. Mary moved to Connecticut to live with Sr. Harriet and Br. Tony.
That same year Br. Tom Gilbert was transferred by his work to Nebraska. He and Sr. Jan
lived in Omaha 150 miles from Grand Island.
Br. Tom encouraged Br. Paul and Sr. Joyce
Lagno to move to Omaha, so we formed a
class. At first they drove all the way to our
house but this was a little much and, eventually, we each drove part way and met in a
room we rented in a motel. Br. Tom and Sr.
Jan left in 1990 but Br. Paul and Sr. Joyce
stayed until 1996. So Sr. Roz and I were
alone but Interstate 80 was only seven miles
from us and over the years many brethren
stopped at our house as they drove to conventions. So we made many Truth friends."
What do you think are the most amazing
changes in society you have experienced?
"Through the early years of my life, we
bought our groceries from little family-owned
stores. In the neighborhood where I was born
there were three groceries within walking
distance of our house. We charged our
purchases and paid for them on pay day. Us
kids always went when mom paid because

the clerk would give us a little sack of candy
as a treat. When I was 18, we moved from our
aunt's to a house a block from the store. One
hot summer day I went fora loaf of bread, the
owner was
sitting under the
awning in
front of the
store (no
air conditioning
yet). He
asked
what I
wanted
and, when
I told him,
he said go
in and get
it and I will
charge it. I
do not remember if he ever charged it. In
1932, we moved to a better area of Grand
Island and a neighbor introduced me to the
new Safeway Grocery store where you can
purchase whatever you need."
Society's values and morals have changed
in 100 years. Do you have any thoughts as
to what the younger brethren can do to
"stand in this evil day" and stay faithful to
their covenant of sacrifice?
"The world is full of so many pleasing and
alluring things and it takes a lot of determination for a consecrated Bible Student to
give them up. Early in my consecration I
discovered that if you give up something
and stay with it, after a time you no longer
even think about it. In our case, one of the
first things we gave up was watching TV,
except for weather and news. It was hard at
first, but I have not watched TV for years and
do not miss it, I even forget to turn it on for
the weather."
How have the writings of Pastor Russell
and the knowledge of God's plan helped
keep you in the narrow way?
"Since the Volumes brought our family
into the Truth I stay close to them - in fact, if
we did not have the Pastor's writings, none
of us would have the Truth. I try to read
through them every year but now that the
blood clot is still in my left eye, making my
eyes unbalanced, I cannot read as much as I
would like. Also my memory is poor, but I
feel what I read is stored up in my mind and
I will remember it in the Kingdom. In answer
to a question, the Pastor once said, 'The
Truth is in the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures' so, in reading them, you are learning the pure Truth."0
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World News
■The cost to fix the American economy has
topped $7 trillion, equivalent to 70 percent
of the national debt or $23,000 per person
distributed evenly to every American. This
price tag exceeds the combined costs of the
Marshall Plan, Louisiana Purchase, all
NASA missions, the New Deal, the savings
and loan crisis, and the Korean, Iraq, and
Vietnam wars combined. Indianapolis Star
— 11/29/2008
■An Israeli company has devised a mobility
device that helps paraplegics to stand, walk
and recline. The device can be operated in
a variety of assistive ways, including
controls, voice command, or touch. In
testing the prototype, a 42-year old woman,
unable to walk for 30 years, was able to walk
on her own legs with the device.
Israel2lc.org — 11/24/2008

Masada forty years ago by archeologists.
The seed germinated in 2005 and the palm
is healthy and may even bear fruit in 2012.
The Judean date palm once thrived in the
Jordan Valley. Nat. Geographic-6/12/2008
■World grain prices tumbled sharply from
the high levels reached in early 2008.
Increasing meat consumption in China and
other developing countries, skyrocketing
fuel and fertilizer costs, and the diversion of
US corn to make ethanol were all factors in
the doubling of food prices between late
2006 and spring 2008. Just as fanners
worldwide brought in bumper crops this
summer, grain prices collapsed, as much as
45 percent for some commodities. The
global financial turmoil may mean the
drying up of investment credits for farmers
and greatly reduce future grain production.
Associated Press-10/19/2008

■Iranian leaders believe the world financial
crisis indicates the end of capitalism, the
failure of liberal democracy and divine
punishment. President Ahmadinejad said
that "the reason for their defeat is that they
have forgotten God and piety." Ayatollah
Ali Khameni added that "The school of
Marxism has collapsed and the sound of the
West's cracking liberal democracy is now
being heard." AFP — 10/15/2008
■Israeli researchers resurrected an extinct
palm tree from 2000-year old seeds found on

■Scientists have deciphered most of the
genetic code of the woolly mammoth and
expect that within the next decade or two
they will be able to recreate the animal.
Mammoth hair found frozen in the Siberian
permafrost provided the DNA for the study.
Associated Press-11/23/08

■Vanderbilt University Medical Center
created a system to recycle anesthetics used
in hospital surgeries. Each year hospitals
and surgery centers release thousands of

gallons of anesthetics into the air.
Vanderbilt is testing an air system that
collects exhaled anesthetic and recycles it.
The center spends $1 million each year on
anesthetics and expects the cost to drop 90
percent when the system is fully
implemented. Tennessean-1112412008
■Sixty-one percent of Americans believe
that America is a nation specially blessed by
God, and 59 percent agree that the United
States should be an example of a Christian
nation for the world, according to a survey
for the PBS news program Religion and
Ethics. People who strongly believe in
America's special blessing and duty to set an
example were more likely to view American
involvement in world affairs as a moral
obligation. Nonetheless, Americans are
equally split about whether the U.S. has a
positive or negative impact on the world.
Christian Post — 10/24/2008
■Russia's attack on Georgia sparked fears
across Eastern Europe that Moscow is
hungry again for conquest and caused these
nations to seek tighter alliances with the
West. Poland invited the US to provide a
missile defense base. Ukraine tried to limit
the Russian Navy's movements in the Black
Sea as ships deployed against Georgia.
Leaders across the region traveled to
Georgia to show their solidarity. Associated
Press — 8/24/08 0

Reli • ion in the News
■Pope Benedict's visit to France included
his emphasis that religion and politics be
"open" to each other. The church doesn't
want European law at odds with church
teaching and Benedict wants Catholics to
make their voices heard in support of the
churches viewpoint. The pope is concerned
about the increasing secularization of
European institutions, following the French
model. New York Times — 9/21/2008
■Scientists are using space technology to
photograph digitally the Dead Sea Scrolls
and post them on the Internet. The 2000 year
old scrolls have faded and many are
indecipherable without the advanced
technology to illuminate and record their
texts. Restricted to just a few scholars since
the scrolls were found in 1947, it will take
five years to photograph, categorize and
post the scrolls on-line for access for all.
Associated Press — 10/28/2008

■ The current global banking crisis
indicates that the modern world economic
order is "built on sand," Pope Benedict XVI
told Catholic bishops meeting in Rome, and
only the "Word of God" can offer a solid
foundation for life. "He who builds on sand
only builds on visible and tangible things:
on success, on career, on money," Pope
Benedict told the synod. ENI — 10/9/2008
■Pope Benedict XVI minced no words in a
summit with Catholic and Muslim leaders
proclaiming the right to freedom of religion.
"The discrimination and violence...
religious people experience throughout the
world and the often violent persecutions to
which they are subject represent
unacceptable and unjustifiable acts, all the
more grave and deplorable when they are
carried out in the name of God," the pontiff
said." Christian Post — 11/11/2008

• President Barack Obama announced
plans to expand President Bush's faithbased programs, which steer federal social
service dollars to religious groups. Obama' s
announcement included supporting
religious charities that consider religion
when making employment decisions.
Associated Press — 7/1/2008
■Conservative Anglican Church leaders
met in Jerusalem at the Global Anglican
Future Conference to create a global
fellowship that will alter the centuries-old
Anglican Communion. Numbering 77
million this fellowship is the third largest
grouping of churches in the world and traces
its roots to the Church of England.
Conservative Anglicans in Africa, South
America and in some parts of the US and
Australia are outraged by the "false gospel"
that ordains openly gay bishops in liberal
churches. Associated Press — 6/29/2008 0

Memorial Supper: Tuesday, April 7, 2009 - After six o'clock
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Conventions
"Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation." Psalms 111:1

2009

February 28, March 1 Phoenix, Arizona. Southwest Arizona
Bible Students Third Annual. Sunnyslope High School, 35 West
Dunlap Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85021. Five speakers. New hotel
accommodations: Towne Place Suites, 9425 North Black Canyon
Freeway, Phoenix, AZ 85021. Attn: Whitney (602) 943-9510.
Contact the Secretary for programs or more information: Sean
Humphreys. Phone: (623) 322-9082. Cell: (480)421-8055. E-Mail:
sean_7melanie@yahoo.com
March 27-29 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students
Annual Pre-Memorial. Bastyr University, Phone: (425) 823-1300.
Contact Secretary for more information: Gloria Nussel, PO Box
17441, Seattle, WA 98127-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564. E-mail•
nussel-dg1974@comcast.net
March 28, 29 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students. 39th
Annual Pre-Memorial. Der Dutchman Restaurant, 445 S. Jefferson
Ave., Plain City, OH 43064. Phone: (614) 873-3414. Four Speakers.
For information and accommodations contact: Todd Alexander,
3278 Foxcroft Drive, Lewis Center, Ohio 43035. Mobile: (614) 5198282. E-Mail: toddnalex@aol.com
April 4, 5 Wilmington, Delaware. The Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Quality Inn, Rt. 202 and Garden of
Eden Road, Wilmington, Delaware 19720. Five speakers. Contact
the Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle,
DE 19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail:
tlarm1874 @ verizon.net
April 18, 19 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio. Theme: Our Lord's Great Prophecy. New Location: The
Concourse Airport Hotel, 4300 International Gateway, Columbus,
OH 43219. Six speakers. Make reservations through the ecclesia.
Contact: Elneta MacAlister, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086.
Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail: elalister @ yahoo.com
May 3 East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford,

CT 06108. Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford,
CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-Mail:
dj s livin sky @ sbcg lob al. net
May 23, 24 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students
Convention. Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St.,
Seattle, WA, 98188, (206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topical Study.
For programs or more information, contact the Secretary: Rosalie
Palmgren, 16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA, 98012. Phone:
(425) 742-4439, E-mail: palm2520@earthlink net
June12-14 Houston, Texas. Houston Bible Students Fifth Annual.
Four Speakers. 5550 Aspen St.± Houston, TX 77081-6604. Contact:
Elinor Nichols. Phone: (713) 665-1445. Email: SisterLNR @ aol.com
June 26-28 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial St. SE, Salem, OR. For information
or accommodations contact: Judy Garrison, 3626 Wiltsey St. SE,
Salem, OR 97317. Phone: (503) 378-1354. E-mail:
judy481ew @comcast.net
July 4, 5 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of
New Brunswick Annual. Location: Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Madison, NJ 07940. Contact Secretary: Celeste Ostry, 19 Park Ave.,
Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 424-8372. E-Mail:
celeste.ostry@mac.com
July 25, 26 Champaign/Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible
Students Annual. Theme Study: Parousia, Epiphania and
Apokalupsis, Theme Text: Lev. 25:10. Eastland Suites, 1907 N.
Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. Contact the Secretary: Karen
Wildblood. Phone: (217) 239-9820. E-mail:
kwildblood @ mchsi.com
August 14-16 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students.
Location to be announced. One Theme with different parts. Contact
the Secretary: Sharon Leslie, 10034 SW 52nd Avenue, Portland, OR
97219-5821. E-mail: PortlandBible@comcast.net ❑

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the

Entered Into Rest From page 11

Barbara Millin. Br. Timothy Krupa conducted her memorial service
January 3 at the Retirement Center. ❑

▪ Pat Swartz died January 3. She is survived by her husband,
Fred Swartz (PO Box 97, Gardendale, AL 35071), two daughters, a
son and grandchildren. Br. David Doran conducted her funeral
January 10 in Noblesville, IN. Further details will be included in the
next Newsletter issue.
■Sr. Jewel Swift, age 80, finished her consecrated walk December
16. Raised in the Truth, she studied with the Covina, CA Ecclesia
until 1972 when she moved to southern Washington State. She and
her husband Don gave much of their time and effort to the early years
of the Bible Student Retirement Center. After his death in 2002 she
became a full time BSRC resident. She is survived by her two
children: Claudia Scattergood (2630 Ocean Beach Highway,
Longview, WA 98632) and Steven (1305 Sightly Rd., Toutle, WA
98649); three grandchildren, one great-grandchild and a cousin Sr.

Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Afflicted From page 2

■ Sr. Virginia Palmgren (417 First St., Apt. 1, Wenatchee, WA
98801, e-mail• virginiapalmgren @charter.net ) was taken on
November 22 to the emergency room with blood clots in her leg,
caused by a minor heart attack a few days earlier. A medical
helicopter was unavailable so an ambulance rushed her to a Seattle
hospital in two hours, a trip which usually takes three hours. At 4:00
a.m. doctors began her four and a half-hour surgery, removing three
blood clots, thus saving her leg from amputation. After time
recovering at the homes of her sons, Br. Steve and Br. Ron. Sr.
Virginia is regaining strength and is thankful for the baskets full of
cards expressing the love of the brethren. ❑
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) which elects elders from within and without to
serve as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort of
Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures
as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the
late Pastor Charles 'Faze Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's
writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the convention
page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings for
publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
.. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35.

