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As the Newsletter 
contemplated how to 
remember the 60th 
anniversary of Israel's 
statehood, Br. Ken 
Rawson was writing the 
booklet "Israel At 60—A 
Nation of Miracles" from 
which we here print 
excerpts. 

What a 60 years! To start 
with—the rebirth of the 
State of Israel in 1948 was 
a miracle of history 
(Ezek.37:1-14; Luke 
21:29,30). Never before 
has a nation been de-
stroyed, its people dis-
persed to the ends of the 
earth, and then, nearly two 
thousand years later, re-
gathered to their homeland 
and reestablished as a na-
tion. 

With the blessing of the United Nations, 
Israel declared itself a nation on May 14, 
1948. Then another miracle occurred. The 
armies of seven Arab nations marched on the 
newborn State. Outnumbered 100 to 1, Israel 
not only repelled the invaders but acquired 
more of their ancient land. Yigael Yadin, 
Israel's commander of operations in that war, 

Greetings in the Lord 

Within this issue articles cover the 14th 
International Convention held in Poland, 
The Printers Row Book Fair in Chicago and 
new literature available in Spanish. 

To make room for all the stories, the News 
items were abbreviated. 

Complementing the cover story you will 
notice, on page 14, a photograph of a com-
puter chip, the width of a human hair, upon 
which is written the entire Hebrew Bible. 
Truly this is a remarkable evidence of the 
increase of knowledge prophecied through 
his exceeding great and precious promises. 
What an amazing day we are living in. Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.  

had a terse explanation of Israel's victory, "It 
was a miracle." Why? 

Over 2500 years ago the prophet Isaiah 
made a remarkable prophecy concerning 
Israel's regathering back in her land. "...they 
that war against thee shall be as nothing, 
and as a thing of nought...Fear not; I will 
help thee." Isaiah 41:12,13 

The Bible Helped Build Israel 

The miracles continued. Trees, fruits and 
vegetables grow over what was once sandy 
wastes or malaria swamps New industries 
fringe historic cities. Highways and pipe-
lines stretch across an energetic nation that 
had slept for centuries. 

David Ben Gurion, Israel's dynamic first 
Prime Minister, was an ardent student of the 
Bible as it accurately documented the his-
tory of Israel and its land. He dispatched 
engineers, horticulturists and botanists with 
the Bible in one hand and research tools in 
the other. More miracles happened. 

Following Bible clues, copper and iron 
mines were established. One mining engi-
neer, Abraham Dor, observed that at the 
richest veins of copper — "We came upon 
the slag and furnaces of ancient Israel. We  

often get the feeling that 
someone has just left." 
Deuteronomy 8:7-9 was 
often framed on the 
walls of mining offices: 
"For the Lord thy God 
bringeth thee into a 
good land...a land 
whose stones are iron 
and out of whose hills 
thou mayest dig cop-
per." ASV 

Reclaiming the 
Wasteland 

Barren land restored 
to the fertility of ancient 
Israel is a miracle pre-
dicted in Scripture 
(Amos 9:14-15; Ezek. 
36:34-35). It was long 
assumed that most of 
Palestine was waste-

land, irreclaimable for agriculture. But 
archaeologists discovered the presence of 
more than 70 ancient settlement sites in one 

Bountiful Olive Orchard 

See Israel at 60 page 7 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed." Psalms 28:8 

■Sr. Rachel Hasty (41 Mink Creek Rd., PO Box 901, Arab, AL 
35016) is in need of prayers because of recent hospitalization and 

a nursing home stay in September. Paralyzed 
on her left side from two strokes in 1996 and 
weakened by arthritis, she cannot walk or hold 
the phone for more than a few minutes. 
Limited to a wheelchair, she hopes through 
therapy to regain some strength. Her husband 
Br. Johnny, took her to the midweek meeting 
after her return home. Sr. Rachel has missed 

the last two Huntsville Bible Students Conventions—a real trial to 
her. They continue to study and look forward to when the knowledge 
of the Lord will fill the whole earth. 

■Br. Lyle Murray (2811 W. Stonybrook Dr., Anaheim, CA 92804) 
is grieved by the death of his wife of 58 years, Sr. Elsie [See Entered 
into Rest]. When she was first taken to the emergency room after a 
massive stroke, the doctors said there was nothing they could do. For 
six days he watched helplessly until the great enemy death took her. 
Feeling like half a person, Br. Lyle has never had to live alone for 
any length of time. It is a tremendous adjustment. The prayers, cards 
and interest of the brethren would help him through this difficult 
time. He knows he needs to take one day at a time and that these 
experiences are necessary for his development as a sympathetic high 
priest. He increasingly realizes the providences of God surrounding 
his life and wants to be like a little child who trusts his Father for every 
need. 

■Br. Cajetan Egbu (GPO Box 674, Dugbe Ibadan Oyo State, 
Nigeria, West Africa) is saddened by the death of his 96 year-old 

father, Innocent Obiwuru Egbu on September 
12. His father was a friend of the Truth 
although a Catholic. When Br. Cajetan came 
into the Truth, his father supported his 
decision pleading with family members to 
respect his son. As time passed, Br. Egbu' s 
father proved his support of the brethren by 
providing a sitting room for the them to have 

fellowship. Besides Br. Egbu, six other relatives have consecrated. 

■Sr. Ruth Coccia (10 Light St., Enfield , CT 06082) fell July 1 and 
spent two and a half months in a nursing home. Weakened by 
rheumatoid arthritis, unable to walk and 
restricted to a wheelchair, she is confined to 
her home except for doctor's appointments. 
Her husband Br. John patiently cares for her 
with the help of a lift. The Coccias deeply love 
the Lord and their privilege of serving the 
brethren over the years. They send their love 
and thanks to the brethren. 

■Sr. Lynn Bailey (2086 Warwick Hills Dr., Orlando, FL 32826) was 
blinded in her right eye August 29 after stepping on a garden tool. 
The force of the handle striking her eye tore off the cornea. From 
previous cornea transplant surgeries on both eyes, she had the 
personal cell phone number of her ophthalmologist. She called 
immediately and within two hours of the incident the doctor 
operated to remove her retina leaving the optic nerve in what was her 
"good" eye. Her left eye has a transplanted cornea and is covered 
with cataracts. Sr. Lynn recognizes the Lord's overruling in having 
the phone number of the doctor. She lives with her mother Sr. Pauline 
Teaff,who has assisted her. The local brethren provided her with the 

large type Volumes so she can continue in her studies. Submissive 
to the Lord' s will and the outcome of this experience, Sr. Lynn wants 
whatever the Lord wants, knowing these experiences are needed to 
develop a Christ-like character. 

■Br. Harry Grable (5644 Grove Rd., Clinton, OH 44216) had 
triple bypass and heart valve replacement surgery August 7. After 
parts of eight days in the hospital, he returned 
home with the assistance of visiting nurses 
and Br. Craig Chamberlain. His wife Sr. Violet 
is wheelchair-bound as she suffers from 
arthritis. Since Br. Harry was unable to care for 
her during his recuperation, Sr. Violet resided 
temporarily with their son Br. Keith and his 
wife Sr. Isabel in Michigan. Br. Harry was 
submissive to whatever surgical outcome the 
Lord saw best and is thankful for his providences over the last 50 
years. 

■Sr. Paula Ashley (424 Foursome, Akron, OH 44313, 
jpashley @netzero.net ) received the alarming news that the cancer 
she was treated for last year has come out of 
remission. In February 2007, doctors removed 
half her pancreas. Subsequent treatment led 
her to believe she was cancer free. She returned 
to the doctor in August with severe abdominal 
pain, which made it impossible to stand 
upright. A tumor had grown in the area where 
the pancreas was removed Thankfully, the 
cancer had not spread to her lungs or liver, nor had diabetes ensued, 
which can be typical of pancreatic cancer. However, Sr. Paula has 
had to endure the hardships of at least five weeks of radiation and 
chemotherapy. Early in the treatment, she had an adverse reaction 
to pain medicine. She is now pain free, something that gives the 
doctors cause to marvel. Further tests will determine the success of 
the recent treatments. 

Her husband Br. John and ten and twelve year-old daughters 
have suffered along with Sr. Paula since her first bout with cancer 
nine years ago. The Ashleys realize what a gift it is to have life and 
health to carry on the normal activities of each day— something they 
do not want to take for granted. They have turned to the Lord at every 
trial and difficulty. Sr. Paula has found great comfort in reading 
through the Psalms and sharing them with her daughters. She has 
encouraged them that they need not endure the struggle alone, but, 
as the Lord encouraged Israel, "...Be not afraid nor dismayed...for 
the battle is not your's, but God's." 2 Chron. 20:15 

The Ashleys thank the brethren for their loving concern ex-
pressed in prayers, cards, phone calls and e-mails, which have been 
a strength and joy to their hearts. 

■Sr. Florence Niemyski (3513 42nd Pl., Highland, IN 46322, e-
mail• DNiemy ski @aol.com) was hospitalized 
with an infection for four days while visiting 
her sisters in the Buffalo, NY area. The intent 
was to assist her sisters as Sr. Lucy (See 
Afflicted) had recently been hospitalized. Sr. 
Florence spent the first night in the emergency 
room since no beds were available in the 
hospital. In the Lord's providence the 
infection was treated before it spread to the bloodstream. 

See Afflicted page 15 
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Entered Into Rest 
"...that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die: ... But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him..." I Corinthians 15: 36-38 

Romanian Called South America Home 
•Br. Milo Lupsor, age 82, of the Monte Grande, Argentina Ecclesia 
died June 20 of a fast-spreading tumor in his stomach area. Born in 
the former Yugoslavia but of Romanian descent, Br. Milo's father 
Br. Lazar received the Truth when one of Br. Russell's pilgrims gave 
him the tract "What Do the Scriptures Say Concerning Hell." At the 
brink of World War II, the family fled Yugoslavia for South America 
since Br. Lazar was a conscientious objector who faced going to war 
or prison as the country prepared to defend itself against German 
attack. They left their home and all their possessions in the care of 
his oldest married daughter. Providentially, they would take the 
Truth message to another continent. Along the way the Lupsor 
family moved from Brazil to Argentina and was limited on the 
number of suitcases they could bring into the country. Br. Milo, 18 
years old at the time, encouraged the whole family to wear several 
layers of clothing so they could make room for all the Truth literature 
and Bibles they could carry in their suitcases. 

When Br. Milo was asked how his family survived and retained 
the Truth in such isolated conditions, he would answer, "The Truth 
kept us alive." While in South America the family had communica-
tion with the Romanian brethren. One of them, Br. Filipoiu, was in 
close contact with Br. Lazar. He would send the Lupsor family 
literature, discourses, translated Reprint articles and tracts. It was the 
Lupsor family's desire to migrate to the USA or Canada but they were 
denied the visas and South America was their only choice. By the 
Lord's providence, the message of Truth was heard in the southern-
most parts of the earth. 

Br. Milo's special gift was his sweet disposition and witnessing 
the message of the Kingdom without confrontation. He distributed 
literature and tracts door to door until he was no longer able because 
of illness. In a predominantly Catholic country, he faced persecu-
tion. On one occasion he witnessed to a group of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses but was mistaken as one of them and went to jail for one day. 

During Argentina's dictatorial years—the 1970s and early 1980s—
the military revoked the rights of people to freely assemble and 
worship. Nevertheless, the brethren 
in their strong desire for worship con-
tinued to assemble at the Lupsor' s 
home, even though their Bibles and 
literature had to be hidden Through 
the witnessing efforts and family in-
terest there are now two ecclesias in 
Argentina with about fifty conse-
crated, plus additional believers of 
the household of faith. 

Throughout the last several de-
cades, many brethren who learned of 
their brethren in Argentina came to 
visit. Among these were Br. Leo and 
Sr. Sara Ruggirello and Br. Carl and 
Sr. Margie Hagensick. 

Later in life, Br. Milo had the opportunity to travel to the USA 
with his wife Sr. Maruja and served many ecclesias. He never 
returned to his birth country nor reunited with the brethren he left 
as a consecrated teenager. However, his daughter Sr. Cristina Filicky 
and natural brother, Br. Avel accompanied Br. Carl Hagensick along 
with several others on the first trip to Romania after the fall of 
Communism. Br. Milo had no regrets because, if faithful, he would 
meet face to face with the Lord's people on the other side of the veil. 

Br. Milo leaves behind his wife of 54 years, Sr. Maruja (Almirante 
Brown 674, Monte Grande, c.p. 1842, Buenos Aires, Argentina), a 
son: Br. Daniel (Almirante Brown 717, Monte Grande, c.p. 1842, 
Buenos Aires, Argentina); a daughter: Sr. Cristina Filicky (1405 
Carleton Circle, Naperville, IL 60565) and four grandchildren. 

■Sr. Bonnie Bordes, age 94, of the Christian Bible Students 
Ecclesia in Pontiac, Michigan died August 21 of a heart attack while 

in recovery after hip replacement 
surgery. She fell and broke her hip 
August 17, necessitating surgery. 
Her insights in current events were 
used in supporting television 
witness work and her studies 
provided helpful thoughts at 
ecclesia meetings. She lived to be at 
the meetings and used her last 
energies to be with the brethren 
though she would be exhausted 
afterwards. The sacrificing of her all 
for the Lord, the Truth and the 
brethren began more than 65 years 
ago when her husband introduced 
her to Br. Wells, an elder in the New 

Albany, Indiana Ecclesia who recommended she read The Divine 
Plan of the Ages. As her husband's employment transferred them 
often, she attended ecclesias in Cincinnati, Columbus and Akron, 
Ohio and, finally in, the Detroit area. She attended the International 
Convention and traveled to Israel in 1976. 

For the last eleven years, she shared a home with her son and care 

giver, Br. Ken Wade (9902 Birch Run, Brighton, MI 48114). She is 
survived by her two sons: David and Br. Ken, seven grandchildren, 
nine-great grandchildren and six great-great grandchildren. Her 
husband Wade died in 1975. Br. Joe Luthren conducted her funeral 
witness August 24 with more than 75 in attendance. 

■Sr. Eleftheria (Freda) Karavas of the Hampton, New Hampshire 
Ecclesia finished her earthly course July 21 at the age of 87 after a 
period of failing health. Sr. Freda was 
brought up in the Truth by her parents 
Br. Alexander and Sr. Helen 
Diamond. She made her consecration 
to the Lord when she was 16 years of 
age. A faithful sister in Christ with 
love for the Lord, Sr. Freda will be 
sadly missed by her two sons: 
Alexander and Br. Paul; daughter: Sr. 
Dorothy Pickering; stepchildren: Sr. 
Esther Dobbins and Br. John 
Karavas. Sr. Freda had nine 
grandchildren, eleven great 
grandchildren and one great-great 
grandchild. She is also survived by 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; " Philippians 1:29 

Testimonies at New Brunswick July 4, 5 

Remembering Conventions—a Long Time Ago 
Sr. Diana Lucas, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia 
"I bring the love and greetings of Sr. Charlotte Teklinski. It was her 
heart's desire to be here. She had surgery this week...and could use 

your prayers... 
"You can tell when you are getting older 

because you start to remember things from 
times long past...and you relish the thoughts. 
As I drove to the convention, I recalled a New 
Brunswick Convention when I was seven or 
eight... I remember how hot it was... The hall 
where we met did not have air conditioning but 

the fans were going. The brethren were just dripping, yet they were 
happy to be with one another—and that has not changed. I 
appreciate seeing brethren I seldom see, especially those from the 
West Coast or the Midwest. I remember when many Chicago 
brethren would come to this convention. They are missed and 
thought of. I ask an interest in your prayers and love you all." 

Singing Hymns at Home 
Sr. Virginia Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"I want to thank the Lord for this gathering today... I can testify to 
the blessing of singing a hymn at home by myself... I have found 

myself returning from a meeting in the evening 
singing, 'Beautiful words...wonderful words 
of life !' They go over and over in my heart until 
I say, 'Many sleep, but not forever.' They are 
beautiful hymns—really inspiring. To know 
that all the turmoil in the world will soon be 
ended and all who lost their lives will come 
back and know what life is and be instructed in 

righteousness—what a wonderful future and what a wonderful God 
we have. I sing through the day, 'The cleansing stream, I see! I see! 
And now by faith, it cleanseth me!' It keeps my mind in the right 
direction, not in fields where I should not be thinking but on the 
beneficial thoughts the Lord has given us. I thank him and the 
brother who brought this to our attention. It is a blessing to have 
experienced it..." 

"He Has the Whole World in His Hands" 
Sr. Joanne Lonske, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"...There are two texts I have been contemplating. The first is Psalm 
133:1-3 which beautifully explains that our God is a God of life, love 
and light: ' ...Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head, that ran down upon the beard, even 
Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of 
his garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as the 
dew that descended upon the mountains of 
Zion: for there the LORD commanded the 
blessing, even life for evennore.' King David equated this unity with 
the blessing of life. That is something that we all want to attain and 
maintain. The second scripture, which I shared with Br. Luke, was: 
Job 12:10, 'In whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and the 
breath of all mankind.' A popular song that came from this verse is, 
`He Has the Whole World in His Hands.' I think that is a Kingdom 
song and perhaps that song will be coming back into popularity 

eventually. 
"I had an opportunity to...photograph the brick home in which 

my father grew up during the Depression and before he served in 
WWII. My father is writing an autobiography and I thought it would 
be nice to add a photo, in his book, of the place where he had once 
lived..." 

Thoughts in Captivity—Under Lock and Key 
Sr. Joyce Bateman, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...I am one of the feeble ones these days, but by the Lord's grace we 
can 'do all things.' (Phil 4:13) That is such a comforting thought... 
While my ambulations are not as facile as they used to be, I am not 
stuck in bed. I have been blessed...to see my brethren... We can meet 
our brethren any time or place and not have that awkwardness that 
we may have with others. For this, the Lord's overruling providences 
and for my dear family, who have blessed me, I am thankful. I ask 
for your prayers that I might strive to capture more of every thought 
and bring it into captivity... Even when I try and pray, sometimes my 
thoughts tend to wander. I ask your prayers that I might keep them 
under lock and key—or at least under his direction. I do pray for you 
all." 

Loving and Remembering the Hymns 
Sr. Beverly Montague, Highland Park (NY) Ecclesia 
"I am thankful to be with the brethren. We are still pressing along 

this narrow way... I am remembering...Sr. Ruth 
McDonald who died a few weeks ago. The last 
time we visited her, she was on her death bed 
and we sang a hymn together...With such 
strength and loudness she was able to sing... 
Each time she came to meeting she 
remembered the hymns She loved them. It was 
a blessing to us all. Right to the end, the hymns 
were a part of her heart..." 

Testimonies at Mahomet, IL July 26 

God's Arm 
Sr. Karen Baker, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"I would be remiss if I did not thank the Lord and the brethren for their 
prayers and loving concern. We think of Ephesians 3:20, 'Now unto 
him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the 
power that worketh in us... ' We are thankful to 
the Lord for directing us here. Some may know 
the story of the wonderful way the Lord led us. 
A year ago my husband Br. John was in an awful 
work situation, which his co-workers 
described as 'running ahead of a tsunami.' He 
got a job offer from a former boss who worked here in the Mahomet 
area. Br. John mentioned that he could not make a decision quickly 
so suggested that his old boss have other people apply... They went 
through the process, which gave us more time to think and consider 
the Lord's will. The Lord directed and Br. John accepted. The 'pot 
was sweetened' by having a temporary home—in a 900-acre park 
beside a river in a beautiful woods— a five-minute walk to work. Our 
home was put on the market with a good Realtor. Through all these 
circumstances, we did not plan on Br. John having a stroke. That was 
a little 'bump in the road' that we had to experience. But the love 
of the brethren was then greatly manifested. We thank them for their 
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kindness and hospitality. I could spend the rest of the hour 
enumerating the details... The Lord provided a lovely home we 
appreciate. The dear Columbus, Indiana, brethren helped us move... 
We are thankful to the Lord for the prayers and help of the friends 
here in Mahomet...it has been manifest that this is where the Lord 
wants us. There is a peace in knowing where the Lord wants you to 
be. This has been a wonderful experience. We want to be faithful 
to the little part that the Lord has for us. When the Lord led Israel 
in the wilderness for forty years, their feet did not swell and their 
shoes did not wear out. There were two million people—so certainly 
he could take care of three Bakers. We know that and it is repeated 
throughout the Scriptures, `...with a mighty hand, and with a 
stretched out arm,...' (Ez. 20:34) That is God's arm—not our arm. 
It was reassuring and we are thankful When you are in a box and 
there is no way out, you would be surprised what can happen." 

Examples of Love and Unity 
Br. John Forsythe, St. Louis Tri-State (MO, IL, VA) Ecclesia 
"My recent experience was that I had gallbladder problems... The 
tremendous outpouring of sympathy received from brethren around 
the world was unbelievable... The Mahomet brethren twice sent 
letters... Br. Perry and Sr. Kathi Robinson made a trip to St. Louis (two 
days up and two days going back home) to visit me at the hospital—
which was a surprise. Their love and concern meant so much to Sr. 
Dolores [wife] and me... Our dear Br. Bruce Keaton made the sacrifice 
of driving down to St. Louis to bring us to this convention (and will 
be taking us home on Monday)... We are glad to see the Mahomet 
brethren. We talked about love and unity in our study and we have 
these examples to show us how much the brethren love each other. 
It is a special bond, brethren. Our friends and relatives think they 
have something special in their churches but do not have a clue as 
to the way it is amongst the brethren. We are thankful for each of 
you, for renewing old acquaintances and for meeting some brethren 
we have not met before. It has been a wonderful time... " 

The Lord Always Sends Angels 
Sr. Ramona Hill, Atlanta (GA) 
"I lift my voice in praise and thanks to the heavenly Father for 
allowing me to attend the convention this year. I was unable to make 
it last year due to the condition of my knees. The Lord has seen to 
it that I have a scooter and has worked out an amazing thing for me 
regarding work... I signed up with a [temporary] agency and within 
a week they asked me to get a drug test because they had a job in data 
entry— in a system I had used in a previous job. After working there 
for some time, they wanted to hire me permanently. But they had to 
wait for a position to open... I waited and prayed, putting it in the 
Lord's hands. I was concerned about the length of the commute-
45 minutes to an hour each way. It has worked out that I listen to the 
Volumes or discourses, so the commute is no longer an issue. This 
time with the Lord is precious to me. When they hired me, they gave 
me PTO (paid time off) which I could manage as sick days, vacation, 
or whatever. Because there was a 90-day waiting period and my hire 
date was May 1, I thought I could not come to the convention. But 
the director said she would try to work it out with Human Resources. 
After not hearing from her, I asked if there had been any resolution 
of the PTO issue. She said, `Go ahead...take the time you want.' I am 
thrilled to be here. At work the Lord always sends me angels—
people who help me and watch out for me. They hold the door for 
me when I go in and out with the scooter. One lady gets me coffee 
every morning. Another brings the computer printout sheets to me. 
All these people are so kind that I know this is of the Lord. I am trying 
my best to be a good example and to look for opportunities to witness 
and be a blessing to them... If Sr. Linda [McClughen] does not mind, 
I would like to take some flower pens for them too. I love you all 
and I am grateful to be here." 

Medicine to the Soul 
Sr. Rosemary Wojcik, Salem (OR) Ecclesia 
"I am happy to be here. It has been a joy. I am thankful that the Lord 
let me have this week, first with the West 
Suburban brethren and now at this convention. 
It has been sweet to renew old friendships, hear 
wonderful talks, be renewed and revived, meet 
new brethren, see our two sisters immersed and 
have beautiful fellowship between the 
discourses and at the meals. It is a boost and 
like medicine to the soul. Every member of our 
ecclesia sent special love... Lord bless you all." 

Immersed Today 
Sr. Ann Wildblood, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia (on-line) 
"I...was immersed today and wanted to share my joy with everybody. 
It was probably close to three years ago that I was sitting in church 
listening to a sermon about Abraham and Isaac—how Abraham was 
taking Isaac up to the mountain for a sacrifice. The minister said that 
he was not sure he would like a God who would ask him to do that. 
I felt distressed because the whole purpose of that story was being 
missed. Other things happened along the way and I wondered what 
was going on. I talked to Br. Harry [Wildblood] and he said, 'Oh. You 
are ready to hear more and I am ready to tell you.' We started talking 
and I have been studying for about two and one half years. We had 
conversations about important issues. One of the issues was trust. 
I finally got to the point where I could make a decision and I made 
a consecration to the Lord... I am extremely pleased to be here and 
I thank everyone for the opportunity, your love, words of 
encouragement and willingness to tell me anything I want to know 
about the Truth. I can see that you are bubbling over with joy... " 

Meeting Brethren New to Us 
Sr. Mary Ellen Batchler, Orlando (FL) Ecclesia 
"I...praise my heavenly Father for the opportunity of being here. 
Because Sr. Wilma Shannon is able to travel 
with me I can attend conventions and I thank 
my heavenly Father for providing her as a 
traveling companion. She likes to go to 
conventions and meet new brethren—and I do 
too I thank the Mahomet brethren for putting 
on this wonderfully blessed convention. It is 
our first time here... I ask an interest in your 
prayers. I pray for the brethren often—all over 
the world—whether I know them or not. I know they are out there 
and I know that they are my brethren, so I pray for them." 

Testimonies at Winnipeg, Canada August 3 

The Bible Purgatory 
Sr. Rita Chartier, Winnipeg (Canada) Ecclesia 
"...I appreciated the presentations on the seven churches [`Ephesus 
and Smyrna' and `Pergamos and Thyatira']. Although we have only 

gone through two they have been exciting and 
informative. They have stirred me to do more 
reading and studying... I had a conversation 
with a Catholic individual... It had to do with 
`purgatory.' This person said, 'Well, I guess we 
do not see the same in regards to purgatory.' I 
said, 'Well, actually I do believe in purgatory 
but I see it [the Kingdom] as a time of purging— 
getting rid of sins, learning righteousness, 

understanding who God and Christ are and what is required of you 
to be righteous—so really it is a purgatory in that sense.' I 

See Brethren page 6 
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Brethren Speak From page 5 
appreciated being able to share that because now I think I do not have 
to defend that word. I had just read it in the Reprints [R1469, 4550] 
so I was glad to have been able to use it. 

"...I gave my sister Loraine the Alive Again series of books and 
she wrote saying it would be great if this was the way it was going 
to be. In two weeks we are having a family reunion so I will get to 
talk to her and I am looking forward to that opportunity. I remember 
the brethren in prayer as we are urged to do. Let us try to be more 
diligent in this way because we need each other's prayers. I would 
appreciate it on my behalf as well." 

Packed in—Receiving Blessings 
Sr. Ann Michalyca, North Saskatchewan (Canada) Ecclesia 
"I bring love from Sr. Barbara and Br. Leon Millin in Los Angeles 

and from Sr. Pam and Sr. Martha Holmes... At 
this convention...I have had fellowship with 
Sr. Teresa Svab who is...97 and is rejoicing. 
This is a blessing to me. It is nice to have Sr. 
Connie Melnyk and her granddaughter with 
me. Driving to the convention, at one time we 
were following Br. Morris and Sr. Lil Boychuk 
on the same highway—although I do not think 

they were aware of it. I am rejoicing and thankful that the Lord 
provides for us in every time of need. We have wonderful studies 
with the brethren back home... I thank Br. Frank and Sr. Ann Boychuk 
for their hospitality. They have a full house—we are packed in 
together... and we received a blessing." 

Brethren From All Over the Continent 
Br. Ed Nowicki, Winnipeg (Canada) Ecclesia 
"I am happy...that brethren could gather here...from Florida, Virginia 

and from all over the continent. It is a blessing 
I was long awaiting and I am thankful to the 
Lord for overruling in my situations. I stopped 
at my nephew's and he asked if everyone is 
welcomed [at the convention]. I said, 
Anytime. Anyone wanting to come is 

completely welcomed.' ... I expect to see him 
and his wife tomorrow... I ask an interest in your 
prayers that I will be faithful and strengthened 

in my faith and knowledge of the Truth..." 

The Finger of the Lord 
Br. Robert Wiggins, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia 
"...Being at the convention is a different experience because I have 
never been here without my beloved wife Sr. Debbie, who... is home 
with our newly adopted son Rylan. We did not 
want to take an eight-week-old baby on the 
plane even though we would have loved for 
him to meet the brethren... It is amazing how the 
Lord has taken our lives on this journey... We 
are thankful for the Lord's overruling. We had 
tried to determine if it was the Lord' s will for us 
to adopt a child and we finished the paperwork 
in August, 2007... The average waiting time for 
couples is about two years... This past May we received a call from 
a young woman—originally from western Pennsylvania—now 
from Evansville, Indiana. She and her fiancé were not financially 
able to raise the child due to be born at the end of June. She was 
interested in our profile and had some questions for us... I mentioned 
that Debbie was visiting in Canada. She said, 'Where in Canada?' 
When I answered 'Winnipeg,' [where Sr. Debbie grew up] she said, 
`You are kidding. My fiancé is from Winnipeg. I lived in Winnipeg 
for a year but had to come back to the States because my visa expired.' 
She was just amazed at the 'coincidence' that her fiancé was from 
Winnipeg and that she is from western Pennsylvania and grew up in 
northwestern Pennsylvania where I went to college. We hit it off 
immediately because we had those things in common Her questions 
were about religion. Most people do not mention religion in their 
profile. We did not want to overdo it but it was fair to let her know 
that we are Christian people who want to give our child a proper 
raising and teach him about God, Jesus and the principles in the 
Bible. She said that was good and wanted to be sure we were not 
fundamentalist Christians who believe that people who disagree 
with them will burn in hell. It is amazing that she picked us, as she 
is not a religious person or a Christian... We do not know what will 
happen in the future. Right now it is a wonderful blessing for us—
a faith strengthening lesson... to know how the Lord can overrule 
with this set of circumstances and the timing of the experience. That 
is how he so often does overrule. He will either close or open a door 
by arranging the experience and the timing... We can see the finger 
of the Lord... We learn how our heavenly Father operates and how 
his divine providences operate... Certainly we realize there will be 
trials. We know that this experience certainly has his hand in it..."0 

Entered Into Rest From page 3 

four sisters: Sr. Anne Diamond, Sr. Eunice Madison, Sr. Phyllis 
Goulis, Sr. Sylvia Batchelder and several nieces and nephews. Br. 
Ron Batchelder gave her funeral witness July 24 to 75 in attendance. 

■Sr. Iola (Upton) Buker, age 90, died of heart failure August 27 after 
surgery for a bowel obstruction. Sr. Iola first came to the Vancouver 
Ecclesia as an adult with her parents, who had a Bible Student 

background. Always seeking to help 
others and given to hospitality, Sr. 
Iola hosted many traveling brethren, 
cared for Sr. Berna Bolton in her later 
years and helped young Polish sisters 
settle in the area. She frequented 
conventions in the Pacific 
Northwest, traveled to Israel and 
several International conventions. 
She is survived by her husband of 
more than ten years, Harry and two 
children: Carol Hay and David 
Upton, nine grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. A memorial 

service is planned for October 18 with Br. Daniel Szarkowicz having 
a part. 

■Br. Mike Lalik, age 96, finished his earthly course September 21 
after 70 years in the narrow way. His daughter Sharron Lalik (405 
Ellery Ct., Edgewater, NJ 07020) 
with whom he lived the last eleven 
years, faithfully drove him to the 
meetings and made volunteering at 
the Dawn possible for him in his 
retirement years. Previous to this 
move to New Jersey, he was 
associated with the Detroit ecclesia 
since his youth. Br. Mike showed his 
love to the brethren as a diligent 
worker in deacon activities. He 
especially enjoyed working at the 
booktable. He is also survived by his 
son Larry (5508 Patterson St., Troy, 
MI 48085) four grandchildren and 

See Entered Into Rest page 15 
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Israel at 60 From page 1 

65-mile stretch of the Jordan Valley alone, 
each with its own well for water. Lot, over 

3,000 years ago, was not exaggerating when 
he "...lifted up his eyes, and he beheld all the 
plain of Jordan, that it was well watered 
everywhere...even as the garden of the 
LORD..." Gen.13:10 

New agricultural settlements—from Dan 
to Beersheba—have risen on ancient sites 
reidentified by Biblical archaeologists. 
Concrete pumping stations were set over 
ancient springs or wells. A well from 
Abraham's day now supplies water for resi-
dents on the outskirts of Beersheba. 

One of the basic necessities in that and 
country was reforestation. Since 1900 the 
Jews have planted over a billion trees. They 
used the Bible to decide what kind of trees 
to plant and where to plant them. Debating 
whether a certain barren hillside would be a 
suitable location for Israel's immense "For-
est of Martyrs," Israelis found the answer in 
Joshua, which revealed that a forest had 
existed there. "Knowing that trees grow more 
easily where trees have flourished before," 
explained Professor Zohary of the Hebrew 

One of many greenhouses full of roses in Israel 

University, "we rely on the Good Book." 
"The first tree Abraham planted in Beer-

sheba was a tamarisk," said Israel's outstand-
ing authority on refores-
tation, Dr. Joseph Weitz. 
"Following his lead, we 
put out two million in 
the same area. Abraham 
was right. The tamarisk 
is one of the few trees we 
have found that thrives 
in the south where yearly 
rainfall is less than six 
inches." 

The writer personally 
knew the Boyko family 
who pioneered discov-
ering the Biblical prin-
ciples of agriculture that 
enabled the Aravah and 
the Negev to blossom as 
a rose. The Bible made 
Israel the agricultural gi-
ant it is today, exporting 

its products worldwide. It took another 
miracle to make this possible. In Biblical 
times there were two copious rainy seasons 
in the Holy Land—the "early and the latter 
rain." But for the past centuries the "early 
rain" has been minimal while the "latter 
rain" and dew have disappeared completely. 
Since 1878, the "latter rain" is falling again. 
The precipitation of both has spiraled over 
the decades—just as predicted in Joel 2: 23, 
24. 

The Miracle of Immigration 

Jews from the four points of the compass 

mmigrants arriving in Israel 

heard the call to come home (Isa. 43:5,6). 
While the 1948 war was raging, the newcom-
ers poured in. During the first three years of 
statehood, the average reached 18,000 a 
month and, in some months, the figure ex-
ceeded 30,000. Between May 15, 1948 and 
June 30, 1953, the Jewish population 
doubled. By the end of 1956, Israel's popu-
lation had nearly tripled, reaching 1,667,000. 

7 
Imagine the economic shock of absorption. 

Jews kept pouring into Israel over the 
decades. In 1984-85 and again in 1991 har-
rowing airlifts brought Ethiopian Jews from 
a place of utter despair to a land of hope. 
Finally, the long-expected prophetic fulfill-
ment of Jews from Russia began in 1991. By 
the year 2000 over a million returned from 
the former Soviet Republics (CIS-Common-
wealth of Independent State) and they are 
still coming. Israel's population increased 
from 650,000 in 1948 to over 7,000,000 in 
2008. The miracle of absorption continues. 

Arabs - the Big Bully 

Guilt ridden after the Holocaust, the world 
powers finally, but reluctantly, fulfilled 
their promise of a Jewish State after reneging 
since the San Remo Conference of 1920. 
Why the delay? Arab oil was discovered and 
became the driving force behind Western 
economies. In order to appease the oil-rich 
Arabs, the United Nations reduced the new 
Israeli State to less than 20 percent of the size 

Paratroopers after liberating the Western Wall - 
Six Day War in 1967 

originally promised. 
The Arabs boasted that they would de-

stroy Israel. The mechanized armies of 
seven Arab nations immediately charged 
the fledgling State's ragtag army. Composed 
of many untrained Holocaust survivors—
oil or no oil—the world cheered the heroic 
underdog Israeli army on to victory. Two 
more legendary victories followed in 1967 
and 1973 as Israel acquired and maintained 
rule over the West Bank and Gaza. Outnum-
bered, Israel survived in the midst of a sea of 
22 Islamic Arab nations. 

In the six-day 1967 War, Israel overran 
the combined forces of Syria, Jordan and 
Egypt and took the Golan Heights, East 
Jerusalem, the West Bank (Samaria and Judea) 

See Israel at 60 page 8 
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Israel at 60 From page 7 
along with the Sinai—one of the greatest 
military feats in history. To many Orthodox 
Jews worldwide, especially in the United 
States, it was a wake-up call from God. Thou-
sands poured into Israel and settled in Sa-
maria and Judea to stake Israel's eternal 
claim to the so-called West Bank—the heart-
land of Israel. 

Propaganda Portrays Israel 
as Oppressor 

This was too much for the Arabs. A 
new strategy of portraying the Arabs 
within the borders of Israel as the under-
dog needed to be crafted. They ignored 
the fact that most were from surround-
ing Arab States. Before Yassar Arafat, 
the Arabs in the Holy Land identified 
themselves as part of the one all-em-
bracing Arab Nation within the 22 Arab 
nations. After all, they were all Arabs 
and had the same religion—Islam. 

Arafat deviously portrayed the Ar-
abs in Israel as a dispossessed political 
Palestinian entity. (Time, Jan. 3, 1994) 
It worked. Tens of millions of Arab oil 
propaganda dollars later, Israel is no 
longer the underdog but the big bully. 
World opinion is now clamoring for the 
legitimate rights to statehood for the 
Palestinian underdog in the entire so-
called West Bank and Gaza. Israel is 
now vilified as an oppressive colonial 
power. Palestinian terrorists are called 
"freedom fighters," not mass murder-
ers. An ill wind of anti-Semitism is 
again blowing across Europe. But with 
a new twist—the hatred of the Jewish 
State. 

What are the facts? 

It is incredible that in a 21st century 
advanced civilization such a diabolical re-
gime as the Palestinian Liberation Organi-
zation can be hailed as legitimate freedom 
fighters. Freedom fighters do not single out 
civilians, including mothers and children, 
for terrorism. Unfortunately, Palestinian ci-
vilians and children are sometimes killed in 
IDF [Israel Defense Force] operations against 
terrorism. But the IDF does not purposely 
target civilians. Compared to the few myo-
pic photographic distortions publicized by 
the PLO, there are hours of video footage that 
completely delegitimatizes Palestinian free-
dom fighters. (See Palestinian Media Watch, 
www.pmw.org.il). 

In footage of the late Arafat haranguing 
the Palestinian masses in Hitler-like oratory, 
the Palestinians responded in shouts of "Ji-
had! Jihad! Jihad!" On Palestinian TV 
children's hour programs, Palestinian girls  

and boys under the age of ten are brain-
washed to enthusiastically sing that they 
want to be suicide bombers when they grow 
up. In summer recreational children' s camps 
financed by the European Union, Palestin-
ian children 15 and under are programmed to 
hate Jews and trained to be terrorists. 

Listen to the videotaped words of a young 
21-year-old mother of two on her way to a 
suicide bombing in Gaza (Jan. 1, 2004): "I 
always wanted to be the first woman who 

sacrifices her life for Allah. My joy will be 
complete when my body parts fly in all 
directions." Why was she so mentally sick? 
Not because she had been humiliated and 
oppressed as a Palestinian, but because she 
had been a manipulated pawn. The Palestin-
ian leadership that manipulates the blos-
soming flowers of youth to be suicide bomb-
ers and twists the minds of young mothers to 
abandon their little children to glorify Allah 
in holy Jihad—such a leadership is mentally 
sick and morally bankrupt. One shudders to 
think of an independent Palestinian State 
under their inevitable tyrannical rule. 

Yet..., most of the nations dependent on 
Arab oil side with the Arabs against the 
Jewish State. Bristling with anti-Semitism 
they are determined to pressure Israel to cede 
a Palestinian State. The United States, for 
dubious reasons of its own, is leading the 
charge of demanding a Palestinian State— 

albeit a terrorist state. The Lord might permit 
this to happen to teach Israel a lesson. If they 
really trusted the Lord, who miraculously 
gave them the West Bank and Gaza in 1967, 
he would enable them to keep these lands. 

Will the miracles continue? 

We saw the miracle of the "early and 
latter rains" but now because Israel is com-
promising land, precipitation has decreased 

to the point Israel is facing a drastic 
water shortage. The Lord permitted a 
government that devoted months of 
brainwashing—actually searing the 
consciences of soldiers and training 
them in psychological warfare to evict 
the Gaza settlers and destroy their 
homes—to lose the war in Lebanon 
[2006]. Because of their lack of faith 
Israel might suffer a temporary setback, 
but... 

At least one miracle will continue. 
Israel at 60 is fast becoming the Silicon 
Valley of the world. Ezekiel 38:12, 13 
predicts that Israel will become the 
economic envy of the nations. Israel 
with its "out of the envelop" research 
teams, is pushing back the frontiers of 
electronics, physics, chemistry, phar-
maceuticals, etc. And this is what the 
world is looking for in Israel. 

Israel's economy grew more than 
five percent in 2007—faster than that 
of the U.S., Europe, United Kingdom 
and Japan. While the Bank of Israel 
expected the country's fortunes to dip 
in 2008, the first quarter realized a 
growth of 5.4 percent. The United 
States is expected to grow by less than 
1 percent, the European Union by 1.2 
percent, Japan by 1 percent and the 
United Kingdom by 1.6 percent. The 
IMF (International Monetary Fund) 

predicts that Israel will have 2.6 percent 
inflation in 2008 and 2 percent in 2009. 

In a final war with the Arabs, Israel will 
regain all land given up to the Arabs and 
additionally conquer the East Bank of Jor-
dan and southern Lebanon (Isaiah 11:14; 
Zephaniah 2:4-10; Joshua 13:5). Then Is-
rael will enjoy such peace and prosperity 
that it will invite the greed of the invading 
forces of Gog. The Lord will defeat this army 
of multiple nations (Ezekiel 38). The Mil-
lennial reign of Christ and his church will be 
manifested by the Law going forth from Zion 
and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
Isaiah 2:3 

Send for a free copy of the new booklet 
Israel At 60—A Nation of Miracles. Be- 
tween its four-color cover is a comprehen-
sive coverage of Israel's high-tech discover-
ies that, as no other nation, are impacting the 
world for good. Order from Ken Rawson, 60 
Jersey Ave., Edison, NJ 08820.0 
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Twice Blessed 
The 14'" International Convention of Bible Students 
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"The Newsletter thanks Br. Paul and Sr. 
Joyce Lagno for sharing the witness of the 
Lord's plan for mankind through song 
during the choir seminar and the week 
preceding the 
International 
Convention. "I will 
praise the name of 
God with a song..." 
Psalm 69:30 

We returned 
home from three 
weeks in Europe af-
ter attending the In-
ternational Choir 
Seminar in 
Ochonica, Poland 
from July 26 to Au-
gust 1 followed by 
the International 
Convention from 
August 2-8. During 
the choir seminar, 
we practiced a diffi-
cult program of 
songs and hymns to 
be shared with the 
brethren on the 
opening night ser-
vice of the IC and 
also as part of a public witness in the city of 
Nowy Sacz on the Wednesday evening of 
the convention. 

What made this year's experience espe-
cially exciting was twofold. First, following 
the 2006 International Convention, the City 
Council of Nowy Sacz contacted the breth-
ren on the Polish International Convention 
Committee and requested that this year's 
program include some form of 'public out-
reach' to the general community. This same 
council, prior to the 2006 convention, had 
specifically requested that the brethren keep 
a low profile during the week and not put out 
any public posters or displays regarding our 
reason for being in their city, with the excep-
tion of the large banner on the Sport Hall 
building itself. Apparently, enough public 
interest was generated by our presence in 
2006 to cause the City Council to make their 
request. 

The auditorium in the City Center Min-
istry of Culture building was secured and a 
four evening witness titled "Four Nights to 
Learn About God" was launched. Four at-
tractive tract brochures were created to high-
light each specific program, posters were 
placed in strategic areas of the city by young 
brethren during the week before the conven-
tion and, on two afternoons, during the choir 
camp, groups of young brethren took their 
guitars and songbooks into the city to sing  

and pass out the tracts to passersby inviting 
them to attend the meetings. We joined one 
of these afternoon groups and were greatly 
impressed by the enthusiasm of the young 

people who talked to people about what we 
believe and passed out tracts. Nearly 2000 
tracts were distributed in this manner during 
the three days prior to the first program on 
Sunday night. 

The program included a choir perfor-
mance by the Polish Young People's Choir-
Syloe with original songs and music on the 
subject of the Beatitudes—called "8X' s 

Four Tracts used for the Public Witness 

Blessed"—followed by the presentation "For 
This Cause." It was attended by about 100 
brethren from the convention and 30-40 

members of the public. Many stayed after-
ward and the brethren who spoke with them 
were impressed at the level of interest. On 
Monday night, a small choral group of breth-

ren opened the pro-
gram. Br. Pawel 
Suchanek from 
Krakaw, Poland pre-
sented a discourse 
followed by a ques-
tion period on the 
subject "The Divine 
Plan of the Ages." 
About 25 public at-
tended and again the 
brethren were favor-
ably impressed with 
the questions and 
degree of interest. 
Tuesday night's lec-
ture with questions 
was titled "Why God 
Permits Evil," with 
ten public attend-
ing. 

Wednesday 
night was the final 
evening for the in-
ternational choir to 
perform and the be-

ginning of our second tremendous blessing. 
Our Hebrew song program was divided into 
three segments, each preceded by a short 
discourse explaining the songs in that seg-
ment and tying them together in a witness to 
God's love. The format reminded me 
strongly of the 'nursing home witness' pro-
grams we did years ago during the East Coast 
and Midwest Bible Student Youth camps. 
Br. Daniel Iwaniak from Krakow, Poland led 
with a lovely explanation of why we put 
together this 'all Hebrew' program. The next 
segment was introduced by Br. Piotr Krajcer 
from Czestochowa, Poland. He tied in many 
prophecies on the two salvations, the impor-
tance of Israel in God's plan and informed 
those present that the regular convention 
would continue until Friday at the Sport 
Complex. The final segment was introduced 
by Br. Daniel Kaleta, the choir director, of 
Stuttgart, Germany. He emphasized spiri-
tual Israel's privilege of participating in 
God's plan of restoring all the families of the 
earth as he promised Abraham Our final 
song was a rousing rendition of "The Golden 
City." There were about 30-40 public present 
with many staying afterwards for more infor-
mation. 

The second blessing of the evening was 
truly thrilling. A little background is first 
needed. During the day leading up to our 

See Twice Blessed page 11 



Como 
Estudiar 
la Biblia 

para que 
tenga sentido 

Spanish cover of "How to 
Study the Bible" booklet 

Morata el lobo con el cortleeo, 
♦ el tigre con el cabeito se acostaia: 

el becetro y el icon y la bestia dontestica 
amlaian juntos, y till nifw los pastoreara. 

Isaias I1:6 

Cover of Spanish Tract 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand:..." Ecclesiastes 11:6 

Spanish Booklet and Tract now Available 
With constant attention to Jesus' words to 
...go forth and spread the Gospel, the 
brethren once again have cooperated to 
compile two excellent works in Spanish. 

The phrase 'many hands make light work' 
applies to the production of the new Spanish 
version of the "How to Study the Bible and 
Have it Make Sense" booklet. The original 

English 
version 
was pro-
duced by 
the New 
Albany, 
Indiana 
Ecclesia 
many years 
ago. Work 
on a Span-
ish version 
of the 
booklet 
was initi-
ated by the 
Associated 

Bible Students of Central Ohio. They en-
listed help with the translation from brethren 
in the Chicago, IL and Baltimore, MD eccle-
sias. 

From there, the Oakland County Bible 
Students took on the publishing, distribu-
tion and storage of the Spanish booklets, 
which were printed by Bible Student Publi-
cations in Chicago. 

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, the 
Hispanic community is one of the fastest 
growing minority populations in the United 
States. Throughout the world, there is a huge 

Spanish speaking population, which is 
searching the Internet on Bible topics. The 
Central Ohio ecclesia 
is discussing the possi-
bility of using keyword 
web advertising to 
draw this Truth seek-
ing population to the 
Spanish materials avail-
able on their web site, 
including this new 
"How to Study" book-
let. In addition to web 
advertising, the Central 
Ohio ecclesia has pro-
duced a Spanish ver-
sion of the "Little Child 
Shall Lead Them" tract 
—also translated with 
the help of the Chicago 
and Baltimore breth-
ren. If enough orders 
for the tracts come in 
from various ecclesias, 
Bible Student Publica-
tions in Chicago will 
also print these. 

We are co-laborers 
with God, and have 
found it a blessing to 
work jointly in sharing 
the beauties of the 
Truth with Spanish 
speaking Christians, 
hungry for clarity on 
the Scriptures. 1 Corin-
thians 3:9 

Details on cost and ordering the Spanish 

"Little Child" tracts are available through 
the Central Ohio Bible Students, PO Box 

813, Westerville, OH 43086 or e-mail 
GospelPlan @ aol.com . 0 

BibleStudentLiterature.org  now available Deluxe Volumes 

The New Brunswick class is pleased to 
announce that the Deluxe Set of Six 
Volumes will only cost $40.00 per set, 
including mailing cost. Previous orders are 
now in the process of being filled. Please 
make payments payable to: Bible Students 
Congregation of New Brunswick, P.O. Box 
144, Edison, NJ 08818-0144 

We still have some sets available, so new 
orders can be filled. It is a joy to realize the 
enthusiasm that still remains for the Six 
Volumes of"Studies in The Scriptures." These 
Volumes of "Present Truth" are sent forth 
with our prayers. 

For some time the New Albany - Louisville 
Ecclesia has felt a need existed for a website 
to which brethren could go to find: 

1.What is available in printed and audio-
visual materials, computer software and other 
related items, and 

2. The sources of these material and how 
to order them. 

As they are now only beginning this 
service, the website has many limitations. It 
will grow as those who need and those who 
supply these items inform us. We will exer-
cise caution so that our listings will conform 
as much as possible to what would be ap-
proved by those congregations and indi- 

viduals which appreciate the Harvest Mes-
sage. Your prayers would be appreciated. 

Please submit all suggestions and needs 
to jmmmem1874@bellsouth.net . It is the 
class's desire that this website will serve to 
increase the collective opportunities for wit-
nessing along with growth in knowledge 
through personal study by keeping before 
our eyes the vast amount of materials avail-
able for use and by making their procure-
ment easy. It is hoped that another benefit 
will be to increase the service opportunities 
for those ecclesias and individuals who have 
labored lovingly and diligently to provide 
these materials. The site listed above in the 
title is now open and functioning. 
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Since the Siniatic MS confirmed much of Br. 
Russell's teachings, Evangelicals 
discredited it. Scholars are now reversing 
this stand. The complete Siniatic MS is 
being put on-line to allow anyone to study 
this "work of fundamental importance to 
Christians." Since some Bible Students rely 
on computers in libraries, restaurants, etc., 
it was deemed important to make all aware 
of this important resource. 

1600-year-old version of Bible 
goes on-line 

"More than 1,600 years after it was written 
in Greek, one of the oldest copies of the Bible 
will become globally accessible on-line for 
the first time... 

"From Thursday, 'Sections of the Codex 
Sinaiticus, which contains the oldest com-
plete New Testament, will be available on 
the Internet,' said representatives of the Uni-
versity of Leipzig, one of the four curators of 
the ancient text worldwide. 

"High resolution images of the Gospel of 
Mark, several Old Testament books, and 
notes on the work made over the centuries 
will appear on www.codex-sinaiticus.net  as 
a first step towards publishing the entire 
manuscript on-line by next July. 

"Ulrich Johannes Schneider, director of 
Leipzig University Library, which holds part 
of the manuscript, said the publication of the 
Codex on-line would allow anyone to study  

a work of "fundamental" importance to Chris-
tians. 

"A manuscript is going onto the net which 
is like nothing else on-line to date," 

Photocopies of "Codex Sinaiticus" 

Schneider said. "It's also an enrichment of 
the virtual world..." 

"Selected translations will be available 
in English and German for those not conver-
sant in ancient Greek," he added. "Dating 
from around 350 CE, the document is be-
lieved by experts to be the oldest known 
copy of the Bible, along with the Codex 
Vaticanus, another ancient version of the 
Bible." 

"The vellum manuscript came to Europe 
piece by piece from Saint Catherine's Mon-
astery by Mount Sinai after German biblical  

scholar Konstantin von Tischendorf found a 
number of folios there in 1844. He was al-
lowed to take some to Leipzig. 

"Tischendorf returned to the monastery 
in 1859 with Russian backing and acquired 
the biggest section of the Bible for his impe-
rial sponsors. It remained in St. Petersburg 
until the Soviet Union sold it to the British 
Museum in 1933. 

"The first section was clearly a gift to 
Tischendorf, but that is not so clear in the 
case of the second portion. The monks all 
signed a contract at the time, but the rumor 
persists that they were given a raw deal," said 
Schneider. "And there is probably some truth 
to this." 

"Subsequent discoveries revealed that 
the original Codex, missing roughly half the 
Old Testament, is now housed at four loca-
tions in Europe and the Middle East. 

"The project, launched in cooperation 
with the Russian National Library, the Brit-
ish Library and Saint Catherine's Monas-
tery, also details the condition of the Bible, 
believed to have been written by early Chris-
tians in Egypt. 

"I think it is fantastic that thanks to tech-
nology we can now make the oldest cultural 
artifacts—ones that were once so precious 
they could not be shown to anyone-
accessibile to everyone, in really high qual-
ity," said Schneider." 

Florian Eisele /AFP - Getty Images file0 

Twice Blessed From page 9 
concert witness program, a group of us had 
learned that there was a special remembrance 
regarding the Jews who died in Nowy Sacz 
during the war. We went to the large 'Old 
Synagogue,' now a museum, to inquire how 
to get into the special Jewish cemetery where 
this memorial was being held. A staff mem-
ber phoned the person she identified as Jakub 
Muler, an elderly Jewish man who "knew 
everything you would want to know about 
Jews in Nowy Sacz" and who would meet us 
at the cemetery. Our little group trekked over 
to the cemetery and were met there by a 
woman who said that Mr. Muler was resting 
from taking another group through earlier in 
the day. She stayed with us for almost two 
hours and walked us through the cemetery, 
pointing out the special memorial build-
ings, graves and obelisks and telling the 
startling and sad story of what happened 
during the war to the thriving, long estab-
lished Jewish community dating from the 
1500s. Of the total of more than 10,000 Jews 
at the beginning of the war, fewer than 100 
survived, which included Mr. Muler. As we 
left the cemetery, we mentioned our program 
that evening. She said she could not attend 

but she would phone Mr. Muler and she was 
sure he would come. Imagine our delight 

when this tiny, elderly 
man walked into the audi- 
torium that evening and 
removed his grey hat to 
reveal a yarmulke. He 
stayed for the presentation 
and when we sang 'Hatik- 
vah,' he rose to his feet, 
followed by everyone in 
the auditorium. Watching 
this from the choir was an 

emotional experience and most of us were in 
tears. Following the program, about ten of us 
spoke with Jakub Muler and found him 
engaging, informative and full of faith in 
God's Word. He lives in Sweden and comes 
back to his hometown of Nowy Sacz each 
summer to tend the cemetery and to conduct 
tours. One of the three primary founders of 
the western Hassidic Orthodox movement is 
buried in the Nowy Sacz cemetery and Has- 
sidic students from all over the world, espe- 
cially the U.S., come every summer to visit 
his grave and spend time with Mr. Muler. He 
stated that, he himself, was merely a Jew and 

considered the Hassidim rather extreme. His 
son and grandson live in Israel and when Br. 
Jerry Leslie asked why he did not move 
there, he stated that his role was to keep a 
memory of the past alive. When we thanked 
him after we spent several more hours with 
him on Friday, he told us with tears in his 
eyes that he had been blessed by us and saw 
that we were 'true Israelites' ...and then with 
a twinkle in his eye and a smile, he said 
`maybe the lost tribes.' 

It is unusual to get a request from a city 
government to have a public meeting, but 
the brethren met the challenge and presented 
a complete and concise seminar outlining 
God's character and plan. We do not know if 
there will be sustained interest, but good 
contacts have been made and follow-up 
meetings will be scheduled if needed. The 
Polish brethren were inspired by this expe- 
rience and the positive energy blessed the 
entire week of convention. While the over- 
all attendance was less than that of 2006, the 
blessings of the convention were many Ex- 
cellent discourses were presented by breth- 
ren from each participating country and tech- 

See Brethren page 14 



Br. Lew Garrison and Br. Scott 

Left to Right: Br. Emil Petrita, Sr. Barbura 
Fodor, Sr. Lucretia Radu, Br. loan Vese 

Sr. Rachel 

11. 1  
r. Cajetan Eg u about to 

immerse Br. Isaac 

Left to Right: Brs. Samuel, Eliezer M. Jjuuko 
(Immerser), Jackson and Laban 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind..." Romans 12:2 

At Urbana, IL July 27 Immersions 2008 
At Manila, Philippines June 22 
The immersion was performed by Br. Eugenio Roque and Br. 
Agripino Torrejos gave the baptismal discourse. During the last six 
years the ecclesia of thirty consecrated has developed largely 
through the efforts of The Dawn and the Frank and Ernest radio 
program. 

Sr. Debra Gough, 
Mahomet, Illinois 
Ecclesia, first heard 
the Truth from Sr. 
Sharon Hugelman 

Sr. Debra with Br. Ed 
Grabner 

Four newly immersed brethren in Manila and those who assisted 

Br. Percival Ellarma 
Sr. Maria Leonora Ellarma 
Sr. Kamille Tampos 
Br. Oscar Kevin Ellarma 

Natural brother and sister now spiritual 
brother and sister, Br. Harry and Sr. 

Anne Wildblood 

At Abuj, Nigeria August 31 

Sr. Anne Wildblood, 
Oklahoma City, sister to Sr. 
Allison McKillop and Br. 
Harry Wildblood. 

At Salem, OR June 28 

Br. Scott Davenport, North 
Seattle Ecclesia, son of Sr. Sandy 
Davenport and father of Sr. 
Amanda Biddle. 

At Sutor, Romania July 20 

Br. Emil Petrita, Ecclesia of Surduc, Judet Bihor, heard the Truth 
from his parents. 
Sr. Barbura Fodor, 
Ecclesia of Surduc, 
heard the Truth from 
her parents-in-law. 
Sr. Lucretia Radu, 
Ecclesia of Targu-
Mures, heard the 
Truth from her 
parents. 
Br. loan Vese, 
Ecclesia of Surduc, 
heard the Truth from 
his parents. 

At Johnstown, PA July 22 

Sr. Rachel Pedlar, Clearwater, FL Ecclesia, 
daughter of Br. Norm Pedlar and the late Sr. 
Linda Pedlar. Her written testimony: "I knew 
the Truth, but was not able to hear/see until 
January. I saw then that the Lord had been 
working in my life all the time, but was only 
able to acknowledge that through his grace 
and love. I am happy to be a part of his family 
and now do his will." 

Br. Chinyere Isaac, Abuja Ecclesia, former Catholic. 
Testimony by Br. Chinyere Isaac: "I am the happiest brother today 
throughout the world I thank God for making it possible for me to 
symbolize my consecration today. I 
wanted to symbolize my consecration 
in 2007 during the General 
Convention held at Owerri but 
transport fare made it impossible for 
me to attend. 

I received the Truth when Br. Ca-
jetan visited Abuj four years ago. Br. 
Anthony Olinya invited me and I was 
blessed during the program as the mes-
sages were presented in a beautiful way 
and were easy to understand. I listened to the Truth messages with 
great interest and started to fellowship with them. Today, I am happy 
that I have symbolized my consecration. Praise the Lord." 

At Lake Victoria, Entebbe, Uganda September 6 

Three brothers have 
progressed in the 
knowledge of 
Christ for almost 
eleven months, 
obtained God's 
grace, and are now 
taking a step to 
follow Jesus Christ. 

Br. 	Jackson 
Kyaligamba, met 
Br. Eliezer M. 
Jjuuko eight years 
ago, previously attended Anglican and Pentecostal churches. 

See New Brethren page 15 
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Harvest News 
"...The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore...that he would send forth labourers into his harvest." Luke 10:2 

2008 Printers Row Book Fair 
At the request of the Newsletter Br. Mark 
Kandel submitted the following thrilling 
perspective of this year's Printers Row Book 
Fair [PRBF] in Chicago, 
Illinois as seen through the 
eyes of those who served. 

Br. Ed and Sr. Rachel Bush-
lus served on Saturday with Sr. 
Alys Schneider. Sr. Lynn Rose 
served on Sunday morning with 
Sr. Evelyn Shepherd. This is in 
addition to other returning 
brethren: Br. Erwin Kalinski, 
Br. Bob Giovannoni and Br. 
Mark Kandel. There were sev-
eral "firsts" this year. 

Br. Mark Kandel 
reports: 

We were able to offer, for the 
first time, the recently published 

Mandarin Chinese Di- 
vine Plan of the Ages. 
The location of the 
PRBF is downtown 
Chicago, relatively 
close to the Chinatown 
district. It is always an 
interesting challenge 
and thrill to place a first 

Volume in a foreign language that you 
cannot speak or read... This year three 
Chinese Volumes were placed. VCDs which 
can be played on a DVD player or computer 
were available for $1 on a variety of 
subjects...and some were given away. Bible 
Student Publications supplied a number of 
VCDs from stock overruns or stock that had 
minor flaws on disc printing. Another "spe- 
cial" was the Studies in the Scriptures set at 
the "Fair" price of $5 instead of the normal 
price of $15. A number of six Volume sets 
were donated by the West Suburban Bible 
Students to be used in witness work. We will 
continue to offer these as long as the supply 
lasts. The opportunities for witnessing were 
somewhat dampened by another first...a 
torrential rain and wind storm. This affected 
the tail end of Saturday and totally washed 
out Sunday afternoon. Surprisingly little 
literature was lost or damaged. Sr. Evelyn, 
Sr. Lynn and myself were soaked to the skin 
in a short time...umbrellas were useless as 
protection. The wind just blew them apart. 
When the sun was out, the people came. 
"Freebees" (booklet packets in a baggie) 
were given to all who wanted them, up to 
three. This year we had the Spanish version 
of "How to Study the Bible,"—another 

first... It was placed in the Spanish Freebee 
packet along with a Spanish booklet and a 
Spanish tract. We appreciate the brethren 

behind the scenes who serve and donate 
literature, material and funds to subsidize 
expenses. The Lord provides in so many 
ways. 

Br. Erwin Kalinski reports: 

I enjoyed working and witnessing at the 
Printers Row Fair... I look forward every 
year to helping set up 
the booth and display-
ing Truth literature 
and I enjoy the chal-
lenge of talking to 
people from the world 
and listening to their 
views on life. 

It is a great privilege to place Truth litera-
ture in the hands of the public. I would like 
to continue to serve each year as long as I am 
physically able. 

Br. Bob Giovannoni reports: 
This was my third time helping Br. Mark 

at the fair. I always enjoy being there. This 
year I did not have as many people 
to talk to as in past years. Hope- 
fully, the tracts that I did pass out 
may make someone question their 
beliefs. I try to keep John 6:44, 
"No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath sent me 
draw him: and I will raise him up 
at the last day." always in mind. 

Sr. Lynn Rose reports: 
In the morning, a few people 

stopped and made conversation. 
Later on I sold a seven-in-one Vol-
ume set. I was happy about that. I 

hope it brings light to 
the person's study. 

Then later on 
the...deluge hit... We 
bade farewell to our dear 
Sr. Evelyn who took the 
train back. With a smile 
on our face and in our 
hearts, we got our 
drenched bodies into the 
car, and headed for 
home. We had a ful-
filled day with much fel-
lowship and witnessing. 
I felt a peace within my-
self that I served the Lord 
to the best of my ability. 
We arrived back at the 
Kandel home where I 
dried out, then made the 

one and a half hour trip back to my town, 
during which time I reflected on how God 
works in our lives and, hopefully, he will 
provide other opportunities, as this was a 
blessed one. 

Br. Ed Bushlus reports: 

Many people stopped by to see what was 
on the literature table and most went home 
with a packet of book-
lets on various sub-
jects. One man pur-
chased many booklets 
and a first Volume and 
commented he was 
glad to see our booth 
back again as he had 
purchased a number of items the previous 
year and wanted more. Another individual 
spoke with me about several Bible topics 

See Printers Row page 14 

Above: The busy crowd. Below: Printers Row Fair Booth 
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Printers Row Fair From page 13 
and it was helpful to have the reference chart 
on the table that summarized the different 
chapter titles in the Volumes. When I sug-
gested that he could find answers in the 
many topics contained in the book, and what 
an attractive price it was, he was glad to 
purchase a new copy. A number of paper-
back first Volumes were also sold. It was a 
privilege and blessing to be able to share 
these precious Truths we have with those 
who wanted to know more of God's plan. 

Sr. Rachel Bushlus reports: 

The afternoon 
started out with the sun 
shining and a cool 
breeze. With quite a 
few people walking 
around, we were eager  

to get started to share with others the glori-
ous plan God has for all. Several people were 
more than casually interested; and it was 
both a privilege and a blessing to tell others 
of the old, old story that never grows old, but 
is refreshing. 

Sr. Alys Schneider reports: 

How do you introduce a Chinese first 
Volume? "Do you speak Mandarin?" 

seemed to work. Sev- 
eral curiously paged 
through the book and 
one bought it. A 
teacher of 44 years at 
an Indian Christian 
college recognized the 
seven-in-one; two of 

his students had bought for him last year... 
Working the Saturday afternoon shift with 

Br. Ed and Sr. Rachel Bushlus was wonder-
ful. They were friendly in greeting the people 
and explained the chart and had such a kind 
approach. One man had lost the book he 
bought last year and made a beeline to Sr. 
Rachel to get a replacement as well as CDs. 
The Lord mercifully gave us wonderful ex-
periences and just enough time to protect the 
literature under a tarp before the raindrops 
ended our shift an hour early. 

Sr. Evelyn Shepherd reports: 

Those of us who were privileged to work 
at the Book Fair will 
continue to do so next 
year, Lord willing If 
only [more] realized 
the priceless treasure 
in the Volumes, a prize 
no money can buy. 0 

Twice Blessed From page 11 
nical difficulties were at an all time low. The 
after-convention meetings at night were 
nearly as well attended as the daytime ses-
sions. The brethren utilized this special time 
to be together. The brethren from India gave 
a late night presentation one evening with 
information about the brethren and eccle-
sias in India and their various activities. Br. 
Ray Charlton and Br. Adam Mistarcz from 

Australia presented their PowerPoint on the 
newly discovered brethren in the Philip-
pines. After seeing the zeal and faith of 
brethren living under conditions most of us 
could not imagine, much less survive, there 
was an outpouring of love and support for 
these dear brethren and a sober realization 
that we take so much for granted in our lives. 
There was also a presentation about the 

brethren in Siberia even though five of the 
seven sisters were present. 

This year's International Convention was 
an especially wonderful week of blessings 
and overrulings. The suggestion has been 
made to investigate Romania as the location 
of the next IC in two years. This will be a new 
beginning and we look forward to seeing the 
Lord's direction in it.13 

Information Briefs 
Bible on a Pinhead Chip 

This could be the smallest Bible ever 
printed. Researchers in Israel say they have 
succeeded in putting a version of the Bible 
on a chip smaller than a pinhead. Its 300,000 
words in Hebrew were inscribed on a silicon 
surface at the Haifa Institute of Technology. 

• 

Scientists say the aim of the project is to 
increase young people' s interest in 
nanoscience and nanotechnology... The 
0.5 sq-mm (0.01sq-in) nano-Bible was writ-
ten on a silicon surface covered with a thin 
layer of gold (20 nanometres thick - 
0.0002mm) BBC News - 12-07 

Wisdom For Hard Times 

Many people are wasteful without in-
tending to be so. They do not know how to 
economize. Economy is less important to 
the rich than to the poor, yet the poor usually 
know nothing about true economy. Economy 
does not signify always the purchase of that 
which is cheapest, nor does it mean to pur-
chase in various small quantities sparingly. 
In view of the possibilities of the near future, 
we believe that "a word in season" will be 
helpful. Our advice would be to keep a good 
supply of fuel ahead, as storms and accidents 
might interrupt the supply—not to speak of 
strikes. [Recognizing that in the near future 
the banks must fail... - Q497:2] 

But our particular message now is in 
respect to food. We advise a fair supply of 
staple goods which do not run into money—
rice, beans, peas, oatmeal, potatoes, salt, 
sugar. What we have enumerated are staples. 
Bought in reasonable quantities, they are 
the cheapest, as well as the most wholesome 
food. The rice and the potatoes are rich in 
starch, while the beans and peas are richly 
nitrogenous and largely take the place of 
meats in support of the human 
system...R5143: page 374. 

Radioactive Waste Converted 

The Israeli firm Environmental Energy 
Resources (EER) has announced the devel-
opment of a plasma gasification melting 
technology (PGM), to safely dispose of low 
and medium-level nuclear waste. Extremely 
high temperatures are used to turn the waste 
into a mildly radioactive glass-like sub-
stance, which can be used as a building 

material. The process releases an extremely 
hot mixture of gases that can be used 
to...generate electricity... 

The solid waste produced is resistant to 
leeching, so there is little danger of radiation 
contaminating water supplies... The waste 
gases are produced by pyrolysis of organic 
substances in the input waste, and are there-
fore mainly harmless... Wikinews-3-07 
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Conventions 
"We took sweet counsel together, and walked un to the house of God in company." Psalms 55:14 

2008 
	

PO Box 17441, Seattle, WA 98127-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564. 
E-mail: nussel-dg1974@comcast.net  

October 25, 26 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route 
119, Connellsville, PA 15425. Five speakers. Theme: "The Second 
Presence—Doctrinal and Personal Aspects." Contact the Secretary: 
Jennifer Cramer, 370 Millet Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15236. Phone: 
(412) 653-9681. E-mail: brent.jennifer@verizon.net  

November 28, 29 Louisville, Kentucky. New Albany-Louisville 
Bible Students. Thanksgiving Convention. Three speakers. Best 
Western Airport East/Expo Center, 1921 Bishop Lane, Louisville, 
KY 40218-1901. Contact the Secretary: Martha Moody. Phone: 
(502) 267-9843. E-mail : jmmmem1874@bellsouth.net  

2009 

March 27-29, 2009 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible 
Students Annual Pre-Memorial. Bastyr University, Phone: (425) 
823-1300. Contact Secretary for more information: Gloria Nussel, 

April 4, 5 Wilmington, Delaware. The Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia will host a Pre-Memorial Convention. Location to be 
confirmed. Five speakers. Contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 
211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. Phone (302) 328-
7673. E-mail: tlarm1874@verizon.net  

April 18, 19 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of Central 
Ohio. Theme: Our Lord's Great Prophecy. New Location: The 
Concourse Airport Hotel, 4300 International Gateway, Columbus, 
OH 43219. Six speakers. Make reservations through the Ecclesia. 
Contact: Elneta MacAlister, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. 
Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail: elalister@yahoo.com  

July 25, 26 Champaign/Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students 
Annual. Eastland Suites, 1907 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 
61802. Contact the Secretary: Karen Wildblood. Phone: (217) 239-
9820. E-mail: kwildblood@mchsi.com  

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Entered Into Rest From page 6 
six great-grandchildren and his sister, Sr. Wanda Pascaretti. His wife 
Sr. Bernice predeceased him in 1994. Br. Frank Nemesh conducted 
his funeral September 26 with more than 90 in attendance. 

■Sr. Pearl (Elsie) Murray, age 86, of the Los Angeles Bible 
Students Ecclesia died August 27 after experiencing a massive 
stroke six days earlier. In life, she filled her days with prayer and 
devotion, expressing her love of the brethren in her sympathetic 
nature by frequently visiting the sick. The only child of Br. Roy and 
Sr. Lily Knecht, Sr. Pearl believed the Truth her entire life but it was 
not until after the severe loss of her parents that her spiritual interest 
deepened and she consecrated in 1965. She will be missed by her 
husband of 58 years, Br. Lyle [See Afflicted] and her Truth family in 
the Los Angeles Ecclesia. Br. Mark Davis and Br. Michael Nekora 
conducted the funeral service September 3. 

■M% Amirthasamy, age 73, of the Trichy, India Ecclesia finished 
his earthly course September 19. A former Catholic he came into the 
Truth and consecrated in 2002. He faithfully shared the Truth with 
his family Of his four children, one son Br. Felix embraced the Truth. 
His wife died fifteen years ago. He will be greatly missed by his 
family and the ecclesia. Further information unavailable. 0 

Afflicted From page 2 
Sr. Lucy Strzelczyk (36 Heritage Ct., Cheektowaga, NY 14225) fell 
in her garage in August hitting her head and cracking her hip. 

Doctors placed pins to strengthen the bone. 
Transported in the middle of the night to a 
second hospital, she had blood removed from 
her brain as doctors were fearful of a stroke. She 
is now home with the assistance of visiting 
nurses and help from her sister, Sr. Dorothy 
Strzelczyk with whom she lives.D 

New Brethren From page 12 
Br. Samuel Mawanda, nephew of Br. Eliezer M. Jjuuko. A former 
Pentecostal, he was under pressure from family to be immersed by 
them and thanks God that he received the Truth before this could 
take place. 
Br. Laban Ssewanyana, studied the 53 Study Lessons, former 
Anglican. 

Negresti, Jud. Satu-Mare, Romania, September, 7 

Sr. Irina Bodea, Ecclesia of Negresti, comes from the Jehovah's 
Witnesses through her husband, who also came out of Jehovah's 
Witnesses some years ago and was baptized two years ago. 
Sr. Anastasia Jurj, Ecclesia of Negresti, raised in the Truth. 
Br. Daniel Tantas, Ecclesia of Satu-Mare, raised in the Truth. 
Br. Claudiu Dragun, Ecclesia of Satu-Mare, raised in the Truth. 
Br. Vasile Paul, isolated, village of Sirlau, attends mainly in S atu-
Mare, heard the Truth from brethren.0 

Left to Right: Srs. Irina and Anastasia, Brs. Daniel, Claudiu and Vasile 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) who elect elders from within and without to 
serve as its Editorial Committee. It is published as a cooperative effort 
of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the Holy 
Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise 
servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through 
the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and 
other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by its elder and when 
advice is needed by the Editorial Committee. Please refer to the 
convention page for guidelines on the submission of convention listings 
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 2008 	E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net  

a 	 
fotimrearia  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
▪ . that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

• . that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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