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"A Root" of Truth in Moldova 
At the request of the Newsletter, Sr. Cher-El 
Hagensick enlisted the help of Sr. Emilia 
lachim to interview her grandmother Sr. 

Maria whose heart-
felt and moving story 
we here print. Ed. 

My name is Maria 
Neagu of Moldova 
and I was born in 1937. 
My parents were Or-
thodox and I loved 
God from early child-
hood. When we would 

go to the Church, it seemed to me that I was 
in the Kingdom of God - even though I had 
a great fear of eternal torment. 

In 1944, during the war, the army passed 
through our village and many houses were 
bombed. In 1947 there was a great famine in 
Moldova and I am left with memories of 
great suffering. People — even children —
starving on the streets. They were so weak 
they could not bury the dead. 

My childhood was not easy. We had to 
build fires to stay warm. We would go to the 
forest to gather wood, or to the fields to 
collect cow-pies. All the people suffered in 
this way then. It was hard. 

In 1954 I married, and we had three chil-
dren. In 1964 I joined the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. I saw the Bible for the first time and 
I began to read it. We did not have electric 
lights so I studied it by the light of an oil lamp 
until late at night. I would tell our children 
about the love and goodness of God. Later, 
I received other literature from the Witnesses, 

Greetings in the Lord 

In this issue the Lord demonstrates again his 
desire to magnify all we do in his service. 
Inside you will find articles ranging from the 
delivery of the Tabernacle Shadows 
presentation to the friends in Argentina, to a 
report on the two interviews with Rabbi 
Tovia Singer of Israel National Radio and an 
advertisement for Christ placed in a South 
African newspaper. We also note fourteen 
brethren who have finished their course. 
"And they that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for 
ever and ever." Daniel 12:3 

among which was a book entitled The Harp 
of God. In this book I found reference to the 
works of Br. Russell and it is written that the 
one who wants to have a knowledge of the 
Plan of God should study the seven Vol- 
umes, Tabernacle Shadows of the "Better 
Sacrifices," The Photodrama of Creation 
and others. I copied 
this book by hand, and 
I also found Volume 
Seven, [The Finished 
Mystery, not autho-
rized by Br. Russell] 
which I divided in 
three parts. I copied 
one third, Sr. Olga Ru-
snac from Ocnita (who 
was sentenced to three 
years in prison) cop-
ied one third, and one 
third was copied by Br. 
Gheorghe Televca, 
who is no longer with 
us. 

Reading from the 
"Harp," I realized that 
I was in error. I asked 
the older brethren 
about these Volumes, 
but they told us that 
they had been good 
for the time of Br. Rus-
sell, but are not good for us. I prayed to the 
Lord, with tears, to show me where I could 
find the Truth. The Lord's response was to 
continue seeking the Volumes. This hap-
pened about 1978-1980, when we found the 
Tabernacle Shadows of the "Better Sacri-
fices" and The Divine Plan of the Ages. We 
also found from an old brother in the village 
of Corjeauti, who had worked at the Associa-
tion in Cluj, approximately 200 pages of 
Volume Six — pages 200-400 — and an old 
part of the Photodrama of Creation, The 
Daily Heavenly Manna, and the Hymns of 
Millennial Dawn. 

At this time we also found a booklet from 
the Witnesses, "Pouring out the Holy Spirit," 
in which it was written that there still existed 
Bible Students in America, who study only 
the Six Volumes and writings of Br. Russell 
and do not want to unite with the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. This was a great encouragement 
to us, for we understood that we had brethren  

but we could not communicate with them 
because of the Iron Curtain. 

The love which we had for the Word of 
God and the fact that we knew that there were 
brethren who were not in harmony with the 
teachings of the Witnesses, caused us to 
make copies and photographs of the books 

we had so that more of us could study them. 
It was a lot of work which we did at night in 
secret, to avoid the authorities which were 
following us. If they had found us copying 
this literature, we would have been sen-
tenced to prison. 

Wherever we knew of brethren who 
wanted these teachings, we distributed Vol- 
ume One, Tabernacle Shadows of the "Bet- 
ter Sacrifices," The Photodrama of Cre- 
ation, "What say the Scriptures about Hell" 
and part of Volume Six. By 1990 we were 
about 250 brethren from Moldova and 
Ukraine. (For the brethren in Ukraine, the 
books were translated into Russian.) 

At this time, it was hard to keep con-
nected, even among the brethren in Moldova. 
Many brothers and sisters were sentenced to 
prison and the authorities followed us. In the 
winter, we had our meetings late at night, 
with the windows covered and the doors 

See Root of Truth page 11 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"But 1 am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, 0 my God." Psalm 40:17 

■Br. Charles Willis (12355 Sunshine Dr., Greenfield, OH 45123) 
is fully occupied with the care of his wife Phyllis and household 

matters after she had her fourth back surgery 
May 18. His responsibilities prevent him from 
leaving home for more than a few hours weekly 
to attend meetings. Her fourth surgery was 
necessary because of a mistake the doctor 
made in a previous surgery. The pain medicine 
is slowing her healing. Br. Charles asks an 
interest in the prayers of the brethren as he 
knows "...the effectual fervent prayer of a 

righteous man availeth much." James 5:16 

■Sr. Sophie Ryba (40429 Bay Harbor Ln., Canton, MI 48188) was 
hospitalized May 14 for pneumonia, heart failure and arterial 
fibrillation. Her seven-day stay was blessed by e-mails, cards and 
prayers of the brethren. She wishes to thank all for their kindness. 

■Sr. Rochelle Pryor (30 Phillips Rd., Lisbon, CT 06351, e-mail: 
RochellePryor@aol.com)  had abdominal surgery April 11 to 

remove two large benign masses weighing 
approximately nine pounds total. She spent 
three nights in the hospital. Recuperation was 
eased at home with the assistance of her 
husband Br. Glen and her two daughters. Sr. 
Rochelle thanks the Lord for the precious quiet 
time after surgery for spiritual refreshment 
through study and meditation. It was a time to 
be a gracious receiver of the goodness of the 

brethren through cards, e-mails, prayers and temporal support. The 
Pryors thank all for their kindness. 

■Sr. 011ie Robutka (8181 Wayne Rd., Building S-1147, Westland, 
MI 48185) has been homebound since October. At 91 she suffers 
with severe edema as a result of congestive heart failure. Meetings, 
conventions and fellowship with the brethren are the most important 
part of her life. Consecrated 70 years, Sr. 011ie "terribly misses" the 
brethren but by faith realizes the Lord will never give us more than 
we can bear and he cares for his children. "Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you." 1 Peter 5:7 

■Sr. Josie Franco (72 Three Acre Rd., Groton, CT 06340, e-mail 
grandmajosie@comcast.net ) had cancer surgery May 14 when 

doctors removed a tumor the size of an orange 
and thirteen lymph nodes which tested 
positive for cancer. After a few days of recovery 
she was rehospitalized with bronchitis which 
developed as a reaction to the antibiotics. Her 
follow-up treatment includes several weeks of 
radiation therapy and oral medication. At age 
81 doctors did not recommend chemotherapy. 

The brethren near and far have generously sacrificed time taking her 
to treatments, supporting the temporal needs of the family and 
sending e-mails and cards. This has bolstered her positive exemplary 
faith. She returned to ecclesia studies within a month. Her immediate 
needs are provided for by her daughter Sr. Jewel Benson and family 
with whom Sr. Josie has lived for the last seven years. 

■Sr. Cathy Coffman (HC #1 Box 22, Bartonsville, PA 18321) 
suffers from back problems which have prevented her from attending 
distant conventions. She is concerned by the strokes her mother 
Mary (Katie) White suffered in both March and April leaving her 

mother bedridden, with her left side paralyzed and with some 
confusion. Prior to her second stroke Sr. Cathy had been tending 
to her care. Mary has improved with therapy but is still unable to 
walk without assistance. Sr. Cathy is grateful for the Lord's 
overruling in providing a room in a nursing home near her. 

■Br. Wallace Elias (317 Pearl St., Charlotte, MI 48813) was 
hospitalized June 4 for four days after 
experiencing a mini-stroke which affected his 
right side. His difficulty with walking requires 
him to use a walker at home. Diabetes slows his 
recovery. A widower since 2005 when his wife 
Sr. Erna finished her course, Br. Wally is 
arranging for outside assistance. He had been 
driving his brother-in-law Br. Edgar Buckley 
(See Afflicted) to ecclesia studies, sometimes 

over fifty miles away, but is unable to continue. 

■Sr. Adalene Dickey (McDowell Place, 1181 Ben Ali Drive, Apt. 
711, Danville, KY 40422) wishes to extend heartfelt thanks to all the 
brethren for their cards, flowers, phone calls, thoughts and prayers 
and their love and expressions of sympathy over the loss of her dear 
husband Br. Alfred on February 7. Sr. Adalene and Br. Al were 
married at the Bible Student Retirement Center in April 1998. The 
love shown by her Truth family has been a great source of strength, 
comfort and encouragement. Sr. Adalene is unable to thank all 
individually. She thanks the brethren for all their contributions to 
the Book of Remembrance, including notes, cards, written thoughts, 
poems, scriptures and photographs. This book was creatively 
compiled by Sr. Christine Grigalunus who also resides at the Center 
in Fairview, Oregon. In April it was sent to Sr. Adalene in Kentucky, 
where she now lives in a retirement community Sr. Adalene moved 
to Danville in late March to be near her son and daughter. She 
continues to receive phone calls and cards and is appreciative as she 
is currently isolated from the brethren. 

■Br. Edgar Buckley (725 N. Sheldon, Charlotte, MI 48813) has 
had three seizures since last July. The Lord overruled that he was 
home each time they occurred. His condition 
is being controlled with medication. The 
neurologist was required by state law to inform 
Br. Edgar that he could not drive for six 
months. He has been dependent on his brother-
in-law Br. Wallace Elias (See Afflicted) for 
transportation to meetings but now Br. Wally 
is unable to assist. By the Lord's grace Br. 
Edgar has been able to resume his services so long as others provide 
the transportation. Br. Edgar sees the goodness of the Lord and 
keenly feels that "the time is short." He appreciates the cards, 
planters and loving sentiments sent by the brethren. "Not by might, 
nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts." Zech. 4:6 

■Sr. Joy Blackman (3181 Inland Dr. S., Salem, OR 97302, e-mail• 
joyblackman@comcast.net ) responded to an 
emergency when her husband Jim's face, ears, 
neck, hair and hands caught on fire from a 
gasoline explosion. He had knelt down on one 
knee to strike a match to burn a pile of brush. 
He is not sure but it is possible he was given the 
wrong fuel. Sr. Joy's brother, Br. Jerry Andrus 
was beside him with gloves on and put out the 

See Afflicted page 14 
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Entered Into Rest 
"...He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death." Revelation 2:11 

■Br. Naidu Kotilingam, an elder of the Rajahmundry Bible 
Students, died April 29 from cardiogenic shock a month after heart 

by-pass surgery. Br. Naidu and his 
wife Sr. Ruth, first received a Truth 
witness while traveling on a train. 
Their zeal was manifest immediately 
when they purposely moved to 
Bangalore for a year to learn the 
Truth. Upon return to Rajahmundry 
they wanted to witness so they 
sponsored public meetings on the 
flat roof of their home and later had 
a baptismal tank built. Fruitage from 
this couple's effort produced an 
ecclesia of 60 over a ten year period 
of time. Br. Kotilingam' s endeavors 
helped to establish and maintain the 
ecclesia in Present Truth. He is 

survived by his wife Sr. Ruth (c/o N. Sasi Kiran, 1000 River Point Dr., 
Albany, GA 31701); three sons: N. Ravi Sankar, N. Sasi Kiran, N.V. 
Ramana Murthy and two grandchildren. Br. Charles Suresh 
conducted the funeral May 2 with about 150 in attendance. 
"...Remember me, 0 my God, for good" Neh. 13:31 

■Sr. Mayme Hendon, age 76, of the Chattanooga, Tennessee 
Ecclesia succumbed to the effects of Alzheimer' s disease April 17. 
Cared for by her husband for three years, she transferred to a nursing 
home last year. In 1996 Sr. Mayme and her husband Br. Wayne heard 
the "Divine Plan Program" on TV after having prayed a few days 
previously for the Lord's guidance to his Truth and his people. They 
had met formally with the World Wide Church of God. She is missed 
by Br. Wayne (110 St. Clair Dr. Apt. 2, Dunlap, TN 37327); children: 
Shirley Barker, Susan Crum and Rick; and six grandchildren. One 
son died two years ago. Br. John Hasty gave a witness to her beliefs 
April 20 to 60 in attendance. 

■Sr. Patricia H. Clark, age 80, of the Southwest Arizona Ecclesia 
breathed her last difficult breath February 24. Originally from rural 

Oklahoma she was not immersed 
until 1996 when she moved to 
Phoenix. Her grandfather received 
the Truth in 1895 and toured the 
Southwest with the "Photodrama of 
Creation." She received her 
foundation in the Truth from her aunt 
Barton Gilbert. Consecrated since 
her mid-twenties she had read and 
appreciated all of Pastor Russell's 
writings. She leaves behind siblings: 
Br. Kent Humphreys (6611 N. 
Central Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85012) 
and Mary Ann Wray. Her husband Br. 
Allen died in 1986. Her sister, Sr. 
Gerry Lieuranch and an infant son 

predeceased her. Br. Kent Humphreys comforted 25 gathered in 
Oklahoma City March 2. 

■Br. Sergio Gabrielli, age 68, of Florence, Italy died May 16 after 
suffering with pancreatic cancer for 30 months. He became 
acquainted with the Truth through the efforts of Sr. Elena Tannen' s 
mother who upon leaving the Jehovah's Witnesses invited him, 

neighbors and friends to Bible studies in her home. When Sr. Elena 
came to the United States about 30 years ago she contacted the Dawn, 
and the Italian brethren were brought into closer association with the 
brethren. Br. Sergio learned to appreciate Br. Russell as the seventh 
messenger. Whenever American brethren visited Italy Br. Sergio 
was involved in the meetings and conventions though his English 
was broken. He had anticipated reading and distributing the Italian 
translation of The New Creation, which arrived after his death. His 
wife arranged a Catholic funeral. Further details are unavailable. 

■ Sr. Frances McKee, most recently a member of the Miami Valley 
Bible Students Ecclesia, and previously the Associated Bible 
Students of Central Ohio and 
Columbus, Ohio Bible Students 
Ecclesia, finished her consecrated 
earthly walk of 46 years on March 26, 
at the age of 85. 

Sr. Frances learned the Truth, as a 
child, from her mother Sr. Mary Gal-
las of Coloma, Michigan, when her 
family left the Catholic Church. As 
an adult she was nurtured by her 
sister, Sr. Marie Rudnicki, of the 
Chicago Polish Ecclesia. She conse-
crated her life and was immersed at 
the General Convention in Bloom-
ington, Indiana, in August 1961. She 
was unknown to everyone and did 
not have a home ecclesia. It was 
during the Love Feast that Sr. Margaret Penrose invited her to attend 
her ecclesia. Though 60 miles away, one way, that kind invitation 
initiated traveling over 258,000 miles to weekly meetings in her 
consecrated lifetime. 

Sr. Frances and her husband Br. Bill, regularly tracted local 
neighborhoods and surrounding towns delivering thousands of 
tracts and hundreds of Divine Plan Journals. They regularly placed 
local newspaper advertisements. One time, when she went to place 
an ad, the clerk asked her what page she wanted it to appear. She 
quickly answered, "The front page." He told her they could not do 
that to which she replied, "Why not? This is good news and it 
belongs on the front page." As a 30th wedding anniversary gift to each 
other they sponsored the first showing, outside Chicago, of "For This 
Cause" in Springfield, Ohio in June 1978. Over the years, theirs was 
the interim home to Br. and Sr. Christian Zahnow, Br. Walter Mozee 
and Br. Ludlow Loomis. She faithfully did obituary work for over 
38 years until Alzheimer's disease no longer permitted her to 
continue. 

Br. Ric Cunningham delivered the funeral witness to approxi-
mately 50 attendees, intertwining her life's experiences with the 
beautiful truths she held so dear. Afterwards, many commented they 
had never heard such a beautiful eulogy. 

Sr. Frances was born in Harvey, Illinois, July 10, 1921, and on 
June 20, 1948 she married Br. Bill, who died November 15, 1994. 
She is survived by a consecrated daughter and son-in-law, Sr. Bonita 
and Br. Jim Heeg (1732 Merrydale Rd., Springfield, OH 45503, e-
mail: jnbheeg@  sbcglobal.net); four grandchildren: Sr. Bethany 
and Br. Jordan Gray (363 Ashworth Ct., Dublin, OH 43017, e-mail: 
grays  @rrohio.com) and Timothy and Susan Heeg and one great-
grandson, Jonathan Michael Heeg, all of whom she dearly loved. 

See Entered Into Rest page 13 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"...they that deal truly are his delight." Proverbs 12:22 

Testimonies at New London, CT Marchl 7 

Thank God for All Experiences 
Br. Dan Panucci, Groton (CT) Ecclesia 
"Throughout my experiences, I thank God...My dad [Br. Julius 
Panucci] would have loved to be here but he came down with the 
stomach flu. He sends his love... On Wednesday nights we meet by 
phone with Sr. Elsie Herd from Clinton, Connecticut and with Sr. 
Ruth Kowalewski in New York. On Sunday we meet by phone with 
Br. Edgar Muir in Vermont and Sr. Harriet Dickson in Vermont. They 
all wanted to be remembered to you at this Pre-Memorial 
convention." 

Home with the Brethren 
Sr. Rebecca Armstrong, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"I look around the room and see faces that I love and want to share 
with you what a joy it is to be with you today...my mother [Sr. Linda 

Larson] is progressing beautifully ...We feel 
blessed to have been in that experience with 
her. The Lord overruled the timing of our 
arrival in Chicago, a week before her initial 
injury which snowballed into her knee 
replacement in January ... I did not realize how 
much I missed being able to enter in with the 
caring of the family—although I knew the 

Lord cares for our loved ones when we cannot be there. I am grateful 
to have had this opportunity to be with my mom and help whenever 
I could. 

"...Our life has had its ups and downs but the Lord has always 
been with us. Our move back to Chicago, for me, was definitely a 
step of faith. The Lord has given us many opportunities to rely on 
him and we are grateful. Br. Shawn is currently not employed. He 
has several good prospects and hopefully within the next few weeks, 
Lord willing, we will have that taken care of. We are thankful for the 
blessings with the ecclesia and the opportunities of service. The 
children miss their friends here dearly but are making new acquain-
tances in the Truth in Chicago. The Lord has been with us and I feel 
his presence closely. Although we miss the blessings that we were 
receiving here, we look forward to fellowshipping with each one of 
you again as the Lord provides the opportunities. I feel at home here 
with my extended family in the Truth. Ian [son] and I feel such joy 
and excitement to be here. The second the car crossed the Connecti-
cut border he yelled out, 'I am home.' He is happy to be here hugging 
all of you. I appreciate the opportunity the Lord gave him to be here 
[though] he missed a few days of school...Being the oldest and 
having the most memories, this adjustment has been the hardest for 
him. I love you all. We miss you and know that the Lord is with 
you..." 

Not Just What we Know—but What we Do 
Br. Brendan Getchell, Rockland (NY) Ecclesia 
"As many may know we are moving to Alabama—of all places. We 
were not looking to our own will but the Lord made it plain ....You 

are all welcome to come...Thankfully in this 
day we have rapid travel. We are a couple of 
hours away from the Huntsville 
Ecclesia...Many brethren there are new in the 
Truth...It is energizing for us. They have gone 
from zero to around 30 brethren in the ecclesia 
in about ten years...We will miss all of 
you...We appreciate the influence you have 

had upon us and hope we have been a positive influence upon some 
of you as well. We see we are in the end times with no doubt 
whatsoever. We pray that as the Scriptures say, `... it is required in 
stewards that a man be found faithful.' (1 Cor 4:2) It is not just what 
we know but what we do with it. We pray that you may be faithful 
and bear much fruit in the Truth..." 

"He Makes New Scenes to Rise..." 
Br. Paul Balko, Waterbury (CT) Ecclesia 
"It is good to see you...It has been a short winter but a difficult 
one...Hymn #110 says, know not what awaits me, God kindly veils 
mine eyes, And o'er each step of my onward 
way He makes new scenes to rise; And ev 'ry joy 
he sends me comes A sweet and glad surprise.' 
Nothing happens to us that the Lord does not 
know about. I am sure this great hymn is fitting 
for all of us... The new scenes come at times in 
our lives when things are going so well—then 
all of a sudden something happens that sort of 
takes the pins out from under us. The assurance is that he sends a 
sweet and gentle surprise. Our daughter [Sr. Paula Ashley] had two 
oncologists. One was very negative. The second one was positive 
and he gave us hope. Before we saw the second oncologist, my 
daughter confided in me and said 'Dad I cannot take anymore.' Then 
the Lord provided that surprise. How did He provide it? In James 
5:16 it says, `...the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.' Brethren, I saw it at our daughter's home—untold 
letters and cards, phone calls from brethren in this country and 
basically all over the world. That is the means whereby we can offer 
praise to the heavenly Father for his grand surprise..." 

Testimonies at North Seattle, WA April 8 

The "Hymn" Jesus and His Apostles Sang 
Sr. Beth Kindig, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"I am out here because I have a new grandson who is a month old. 
I was able to get away today to be with you. I wanted to tell you an 
inspiring story: Our convention just before the 
Memorial was based on the Matthew 26:30 
verse that says, ' ...And when they had sung an 
hymn, they went out. . . ' Our ecclesia tried to 
figure out what hymn that was and we decided 
that it was the 'Hillel,' a series of Psalms from 
113 to 118. I thought it was interesting and 
said, 'That sounds really good'—but is it 
true?' ... When I got out here I went to a Jewish bookstore and I picked 
up an order of service book [Haggadah] which they use every year. 
Sure enough, in it they quote Psalms 113-118 and also Psalm 126 
and 136, called 'The Great Hillel.' Hillel I think means hallelujah 
psalm. In the margin of the Companion Bible it says, 'the psalms of 
this group are called the hillel psalms.' Psalms 113 and 114 were 
sung before the paschal meal... and 115 to 118 after that. The last was 
probably sung by the Lord Jesus himself... We went through the order 
of service reading all of the Psalms and we got to Psalm 118, which 
is an amazing Psalm. To think that Jesus quoted this after he broke 
the bread and drank the wine with them was really inspiring for me... 
A few scriptures refer directly to him and would have been very 
inspiring considering what he would be going through for the rest 
of the night. To think that he had this Psalm in the forefront of his 
mind and that it could give him the strength to go through what he 
did. Psalm 118:6, reads: 'The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what 



can man do unto me?' Just think what that would have done for him. 
Verses 22-24 say, The stone which the builders refused is become 
the head stone of the corner. This is the LORD'S doing; it is 
marvelous in our eyes.' And then this is a perfect one, 'This is the day 
which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.' It is 
the culmination, the day that the whole universe was based on and 
the LORD made it. It is all coming to a head; it is going to happen 
and you can make it through this night I think that might have been 
on his mind as he went into the agony of the evening... Br. John 
[Koreny], Sr. Becky and I had Memorial together because we did not 
want to take a two-week-old baby out... In our observance I realized 
how important this was for Christ to have on the tip of his tongue and 
in his mind to give him strength throughout the evening. The Jews 
have been reading these Psalms every Passover for years—
especially Psalm 118. It makes a perfect reference in our mind to 
Christ, but they do not see it. It reminded me of the scripture 
mentioned yesterday in the immersion service about how God 
chooses the foolish things of the world. (1 Cor. 1:27) The ending 
thought in this series of scriptures is that no flesh should glory in the 
presence of God. I thought those people are going to be embarrassed 
when they get to the Kingdom and realize that they were reading this 
Psalm every year and did not see that it referred to Christ. Then I 
thought, I wonder what I am going to be embarrassed about. I hoped 
that inspired you. It inspired me." 

We Are Not Alone 
Br. James Biddle, North Seattle (WA) Ecclesia 
"As the newest brother of the North Seattle Ecclesia, I am thankful 
that we have a loving God that is much bigger than our fleshly minds 

can even grasp. I was contemplating the 
baptismal discourse as I was getting ready for 
bed. There were points on the illustrations of 
consecration—the calling, the covenant, the 
school and the warfare. The thing that stuck was 
that we are not alone. We do not have to go 
through this narrow way alone. We have a great, 
loving and powerful God that is holding our 

hands. We have the brethren to back us up. It gives me such comfort 
and joy to know that there is nothing that I can do except to give 
myself, my will and my all to the Lord and trust and have faith that 
he will be my watchcare and my guide... I love you brethren and I 
can feel your love. I thank you for your warm hearts and your good 
instruction." 

Finally Things Worked Out 
Br. Bob Knockart, Portland (OR) Area Bible Students 
"It is a pleasure to be here with those of like precious faith and to hear 

the wonderful words of life. We missed last 
year's convention because a number of things 
happened. It was a year of one experience 
following another but finally things worked 
out. We are privileged to be here today, even 
though only for the day. We can have the 
fellowship of brethren we have known for 
many years. We appreciate what you have 

done for us... We pray for the brethren that they may be faithful to 
the end." 

Lots of Love from West Wickham Ecclesia 
Br. Tim Lightfoot, Portland (OR) Area Bible Students 
"...I made a promise before I left England to bring the love of the West 
Wickham Ecclesia to any brethren that I came in contact with here. 
The brethren that know and love you would be Br. Donald and Sr. 
Edna Holiday, Sr. Gwendolyn Evans and Sr. Joan Charcharos (both 
sisters of Sr. Margaret Ferlejewski). There are not a lot of brethren 
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in West Wickham, but they are certainly loved of the Lord. We hope 
to be moving to Washington and are happy to be at this convention 
and to meet all of you here. We praise the Lord for that..." 

Testimonies at Wilmington, DE April 29, 

Tabernacle Shadows in Spanish 
Br. Mike Schilling, Baltimore (MD) Ecclesia 
"...I bring love from the brethren in Argentina...Br. Gustavo Neto 
and Br. Marcos Mendieta both ex-Jehovah' s Witnesses who have 
been meeting with the brethren now for the 
past three to four years. Also Br. [Juan] Carlos 
and Sr. Mary Cascallares, Br. Avel and Sr. 
Herlinda Lupsor and Sr. Christina Flicky's 
parents, Br. Milo and Sr. Maruja Lupsor. 

"This year my trip to Argentina was for a 
purpose...to offer a PowerPoint presentation 
of the first chapter of Tabernacle Shadows, 
which was delivered twice. That was a blessing for me and the 
brethren because they had not heard it before. .. Br. Gustavo' s father 
has been with the Jehovah's Witnesses for 40 years. He asked me, 
`What are you doing with your time down here?' I explained that 
I had translated the Tabernacle Shadows of the "Better Sacrifices" 
book into Spanish and his son and I were proofreading it... I am 
thankful to the Lord for helping me. Working full time, I was 
translating in the evenings. It had already been translated into 
Portuguese... Since I read that language I was able to use it as a basis. 
The two languages are similar so it was faster to translate from 
Portuguese into Spanish than from English into Spanish... The 
translation was well received by the brethren. I am grateful to the 
Argentine brethren who helped proofread it because I am not a native 
speaker of the language... Br. Gustavo Neto, Br. Avel Lupsor and Sr. 
Miriam Kuperman (Br. Avel' s daughter) helped with the translation. 
It is finished and is...to be printed sometime in the future. The 
brethren there did not quite understand the concept of consecration, 
as outlined in Tabernacle Shadows. On several occasions there was 
a 'eureka moment' when ...they read from the chapter. I am rejoicing 
in that. Br. Marcos Mendieta' s relatives are Jehovah's Witnesses. 
His wife asked questions about the identity of the great company and 
why it is not an earthly class. I explained from the Scriptures and then 
turned to the chapter that deals with that and you could see the light 
bulb go on in her head...They are looking forward to hearing more 
because the last slide said 'to be continued.'... I hope to come down 
twice a year... It will take me eight years to get through this 
[Tabernacle study/presentation] if I go once a year. The brethren 
there are excited about knowing more about the brethren in the 
United States. Br. Gustavo and I talk on the Internet via Skype on 
Fridays. He requested a study of the Tabernacle Shadows, which we 
started last Friday. We are trying to make arrangements with Br. 
Marcos and other brethren who have computers... I am thankful that 
the Lord used me as an instrument... There is more translation work 
waiting because the brethren have asked 'When are you doing the 
rest of the Volumes?' I brought the Portuguese Second Volume back 
from Argentina to work on. Sr. Miriam Kuperman had translated 
chapters one and eight of the Fifth Volume about 20 years ago, so 
there is a start. I ask for your prayers to have the stamina to keep this 
up. I pray for each of you." 

Testimonies at Detroit, MI May 6 

Watchcare Over Family 
Br. Dan Anas, Detroit (MI) Ecclesia 
"I am back from Florida for the summer and fall I thank my 
Heavenly Father for his loving watchcare over my family and me. I 

See Brethren page 6 
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am especially thankful for some good news we received regarding 
my wife. She is suffering from a serious lung condition. This week 
she saw the doctor and she has plateaued for the last year. We know 
she will not get rid of the condition but if it stays level that is the best 
news we can hope for... I ask an interest in your prayers... " 

A Hearing Ear 
Br. Ray Lumley, Jackson (MI) Ecclesia 
"I thank the Lord for being here today. It was a last minute decision 
and we are grateful to be here for at least one day. My wife reminded 
me about a gentleman and his wife who were near me during the time 
of my dialysis treatment. The man was Spanish and I tried to witness 
to him even though his English was broken. I said, 'Would you be 
interested if I gave you some Spanish booklets?' He said, 'Yes, I 
would.' I called the Dawn and got the booklets as well as a First 
Volume. He read the booklets and now is reading the Volume. He 
teaches Sunday school and said he was teaching them from the First 
Volume. I am thankful to the Lord for this opportunity. Please pray 
for us." 

"I thank him for what I needed" 
Br. Edgar Buckley, Jackson (MI) Ecclesia 
"I thank the dear friends who sent messages of love, kindness, 
comfort and scriptures. I appreciate those very much. The Lord has 
taught me some lessons since the beginning of February. I thank him 
extremely for what I needed. Among his providences is that for a six-
month period of time I cannot drive. During this time, I have relied 
on others for what I could usually do for myself. That is quite a lesson 
to learn. My problem is that I have had seizures. Therefore the law 
says I cannot drive. I have three doctors—and if we could just get 
them together in one room maybe we could find out the reason for 
my problem. The Lord has been good and I rejoice that I could come 
among the brethren though I have to rely upon Br. Wally [Elias] or 
my beloved daughter Evelyn. It is a precious thing..." 

Grandest Bargain 
Br. Wally Elias, Jackson (MI) Ecclesia 
"I am thankful that I am here. For the past 52 years the Lord has 

allowed me to be amongst these blessed people. My life changed 
in 1955 and I like the way I have been living since. It was the grandest 
bargain I could ever make... I am glad that I can be amongst you and 
enjoy you. We are one spirit in the Lord...I thank you for your 
prayers and your love." 

Testimonies at Hartford, CT May 06 

A Spiritual Hub 
Br. Dan Wesol, Albuquerque (NM) Ecclesia 

"...It is a spiritual hub for me here. I am 
recharged by each of you. I appreciated the 
thoughts of the brethren from the platform and 
the fellowship... getting to know you again. I 
appreciated the thought presented of how few 
are needed to make an impact and how the Lord 
can work with just a few to preach his Word..." 

Seven Young Ones in our Ecclesia 
Br. Ron Batchelder, Hampton (NH) Ecclesia 
"...There has been a bit of growth in our 
Ecclesia in Hampton. We now have seven 
young ones in the class every Sunday. So we 
are getting close to providing a Sunday school 
class for them. May we have an interest in your 
prayers." 

He Will Provide the Words and Strength 
Br. Dan Monette, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia 
"...Two simple thoughts were expressed today ...one was the 

principle of being faithful in the little things. 
Many times we... see great works to do and 
great works done by others but I think that 
scripture [Luke 16:10] is for all of us. If we are 
faithful in the little things, the Lord will add his 
blessing and give us further opportunities... 
Moses in his time of weakness was asked by the 
Lord, 'What is that in thine hand?' Whatever 
the Lord provides for us to do, if we use what 

is in our hands we will be blessed. 
"The second thought has already slipped my mind. But I am 

comforted by the fact that many friends forget more than they 
remember...these precious truths the Lord has promised will come 
to us when they are necessary. Even though we might be discouraged 
when we cannot remember the names of those we have known for 
years, the Lord has promised us that if we are faithful now, doing our 
best to study his Word and meditate on it, doing what we can do in 
the Harvest, he will provide the necessary words and the necessary 
strength. 

"We have the fair season coming up—three fairs in the next three 
months. If the friends could remember this effort it would be 
appreciated... " 

Testimonies at Puget Sound, WA May 27 

Brethren Whose Meat and Drink is the Truth 
Br. Harry Wildblood, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"It is a privilege to be here...Our class convention is on July 28 and 
29 for those who can come. I started exercising about two weeks ago, 
which was really good because on Friday the 
brethren picked me up at the airport at 10 a.m. 
sharp and we walked all over Seattle. We 
crawled up and down the Space Needle. I am 
not a big sightseer type of person. I just want 
to have fellowship with the brethren and that 
is what we had. It is just that the scenery around 
their heads changed as we were walking from 
place to place. It was delightful. I do not know what time we got done 
but it was really good fellowship all day long from brethren whose 
meat and drink is the Truth. It is wonderful to see the brethren here 
and to see Sr. Pam Richmond for her immersion. It so happens that 
Sr. Karen, my wife, was in the O'Hare Airport in August last year. As 
she was walking through she saw this woman (Sr. Pam) with a Daily 
Heavenly Manna book. Sr. Karen introduced herself and was excited 
about their meeting when she came home to tell me. Things linked 
up again when I met Sr. Pam this weekend. What a privilege to meet 
her and witness her immersion. We are thankful to the Puget Sound 
Ecclesia. We have been wanting to come for several years and things 
worked out just wonderfully." 

The Lord's Many Overrulings 
Sr. Laurie Flinn, Seattle (WA) Ecclesia 
"I want to lift my voice in praise to my heavenly Father for the 
opportunity to be here this weekend. I was not 
supposed to be here yesterday. I am grateful 
that the Lord overruled. I enjoyed the study 
and the talks have been helpful. I feel 
strengthened when I am able to spend time 
with my brethren. I thank you for your love and 
encouragement. I bring love from the Seattle 
class. My natural brother, Br. David 



Christiansen and his wife Sr. Joanna especially send their love. They 
would loved to have been here but are at the Chicago Convention 
where Sr. Joanna is originally from. Thanks again to the brethren 
here for providing this wonderful convention." 

Engaging in the Work 
Br. Ed Winske, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
"We thank the Lord for being able to be here. It is...the first time in 
twenty-three years that we have come out West...Before being 

married to Sr. Luann, I used to come out this 
way to spend four or five weeks with Br. Jerry 
and Sr. Sharon Leslie and others up and down 
the coast. I have always told Sr. Luann and the 
family of the blessings we received out this 
way. The Lord provided this year that we were 
able to...be in contact with the brethren here 
and to rekindle friendships with those we have 
not seen in many years—holding fast to the 

Truth, still loving the Truth and having the spirit of the Truth. It is 
sweet and uplifting. Excuse us for taking a lot of pictures. We do 
this so we can take you back home. Hopefully it will not be another 
twenty-three years, unless we are glorified and that would be okay. 

"...It is areal pleasure to see Sr. Deone Bergman... it is our first time 
seeing face to face someone who has made a consecration from the 
[Internet] work. We especially wanted to take a picture of her and 
show our home ecclesia this is what the work is about. It is a 
tremendous blessing we cannot put into words. We are thankful to 
the Lord to be engaged in this work and I would like to share some 
of the joys our ecclesia has with the Internet witness Linking to the 
ecclesia website one can view the First Volume on-line. Right now 
there are about 1200 people at the site. When we left 300 had signed 
up for the First Volume study worldwide... Last week, in a witness 
activity planning session our ecclesia voted to try and get 'on-line 
learning' in the Spanish language. Lord willing, by the end of the 
year that will be on-line. We are excited to be sharing this work with 
other brethren. The more involved the better. Last year over 800 
paperback Volumes, 300 sets of Volumes and over 40,000 booklets 
were shipped. We are coming up to 100,000 'How to Study the 
Bible' booklets. It is mind-boggling. Each individual in the ecclesia 
has his or her niche. Not all of us are computer people but everybody 
has something to do. It is exciting to see how energized the brethren 
are when involved in a project. We are thankful to be able to share 
the Truth with folks who are looking for us; we do not look for them. 
We will go as long as we can. If the Lord shuts it down or ... he says 
it shall go on another few months or years we are glad. We are 
thankful to be able to do what we can today. One brother gets from 
25-30 Internet questions a day. Various brethren around the country 
help in answering those questions. The real blessing is when a person 
comes back after a question has been answered and says, 'Tell me 
more.' You go as far as they want to go—to whoever has a hearing 
ear. The Truth has the answers and gives hope. A lot of people are 
looking for answers to life's difficulties. The Truth helps to 'bind 
up the brokenhearted..." 

From the Stretched Violin String—Finest Music 
Br. Jerry Leslie, Portland Area (OR) Bible Students 
"Appreciate these conventions. That is easy to flip off the tongue— 
but we know that there is a lot of preparation... As delightful as these 

conventions are, we see the surface of brethren. 
We see the joys and the blessings that each has 
and the polished characters that each is. Our 
own experiences have been with smaller 
circles of two or three or just one-on-one with 
brethren, seeing their heartfelt experiences. As 
Sr. Sharon [wife] and I have listened to other 
brethren we realize there are deep, painful 
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experiences amongst the body of Christ. Let me use an 
illustration...on the violin, you can pull a string too tightly and it will 
break. Pulling a very fine string to the tension just before it breaks 
produces some of the finest music, the purest tones. Sometimes the 
Lord knows just how far to stretch us but not break us. How to bring 
forth the pure, reflecting and echoing of his spirit. Amongst the 
brotherhood of Christ there are some tense pulling experiences. We 
bear these things in prayer. Sometimes they are held in private or 
other times shared by consulting with one or two. It is almost like 
an unwritten book, a book written in heaven. These books will soon 
be opened. Not only will the Lord know what is in these books but 
we will know about the beauties of holiness and the victory and 
struggles of faith. The work of this book will be the lessons shared 
with humanity. Face to face fellowship is really a sweet thing. There 
are issues in one another' s lives that none of us can solve. It is only 
by petitioning divine help that any of us can overcome this flesh and 
let it go and be ultimately victorious. We love you and realize that 
the Lord's grace is sufficient where our own physical strength is not. 
We encourage you to lean heavily on that divine arm and ask that 
you would remember us in leaning on that same ann." 

Testimonies at Waterbury, CT June 4 

"I Want to Help my Brethren" 
Sr. Vicki Grillo, New London (CT) Ecclesia 
`...I am thankful to my heavenly Father for all of his blessings. I have 

had...experiences that have been true blessings but heartbreaking. 
It seems that the Lord has put many people in my life who are going 
through severe trials ...I...want to enter into the struggles of both my 
brethren and people in the world that have crossed my path...I want 
to help my brethren bear those burdens as well as be a salve to those 
needing help in the world... 

"For example, [my] dental hygienist lost her 17-year-old son in 
a car accident in April. I did not know anything about it until I went 
in this past week to see her. I did not know what I was going to say. 
I just sat with her, hugged her, cried with her and gave her the hope 
of the Scriptures. She said that she wanted to talk with me again. It 
was helpful for her to talk to someone objective and outside of her 
family who could give her the hope and promises. She is Catholic... 
and she said the Catholic Church does not give a guarantee. I said, 
`The Bible will.' I gave her a pamphlet and will be visiting her again. 
I want to be faithful in every experience. When brethren say, 'Pray 
for me,' I want to take it seriously...to pray for them. Also, I want 
to have the words to be helpful and uplifting. My desire is to be a 
help in whatever way the Lord can use me. Thank you." 

Our Brethren in Ghana, Nigeria, India 
Br. Austin Williams, New York Ecclesia 
"I am mindful when I come to a convention or meet with brethren of 
like precious faith of the Scripture, (Heb 11:6) `...that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him. ' I am 
especially mindful of our brethren in Nigeria... 
Br. Homer and Sr. Beverly Montague wanted 
their Christian love brought to the convention. 
They are leaving for Ghana on Wednesday. It is 
encouraging when you see the brethren in 
Ghana...growing in the most holy faith. Every 
time you go, you see a tremendous change in the 
brethren—a metamorphosis—in spite of all the odds stacked against 
them. It is not an easy life, although no comparison to those in 
Nigeria with 67 percent unemployment. Nevertheless, there is 
poverty in both countries. The only answer I could give is by the 
grace of God. I do not know how else they are sustained. It is hard 
to conceive that out of 75 brethren at the convention only two have 

See Brethren page 15 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Let us choose to us judgment: let us know among ourselves what is good." Job 34:4 

Immersions: 

At Groton, CT September 28 

Sr. Becky Pryor, Greater New London Ecclesia, daughter of Br. 
Glen and Sr. Rochelle. 

At Kumasi, Ghana January 14 

Br. Steven Nyame, Attended a public meeting where he learned 
there is no hell fire, no immortal soul and it is not true that when the 
righteous die they go to heaven and when bad people die, they go 
to hell fire. 
Br. Steven Mensah, Received the Truth through personal 
witnessing and tracts. When he finished reading one tract, another 
one was given. He was then invited to a Sunday meeting where the 
chart representing the Plan of the Ages was studied. When he 
discerned a difference between the Jewish and Gospel Ages and that 
the law was given to the nation of Israel, he left his church and joined 
with the brethren. 
Sr. Paulina Afreyie, Received the Truth through a public meeting 
and met with Br. Edward Nkansah for three years. 
Sr. Eva Nkansah, Received the Truth through her husband Br. 
Edward Nkansah. 
Br. Daniel Amoo, son of Br. Samuel, learned more of the Truth 
through the "Frank and Ernest" program on Spirit FM radio, 
attendance at public meetings and Sunday studies. He has studied 
the Truth since 2000. 

(L to R) Br. Samuel Amoo, Br. Steven Nyame, Br. Steven Mensah, Sr. 
Paulina Afriyie, Sr. Eva Nkansah, Br. Daniel Amoo 

At Bangalore, India March 11 

Four are the result of a public meeting and follow-up classes at 
Ramamurthy Nagar. 

Former Pentecostals 
Br. Thomas 
Sr. Maheshwari 
Sr. Prema 
Former Roman Catholics 
Sr. Shyene 
Sr. Jessica 
Br. Kumar 
Br. Lincent 
Sr. Florine 
From the Church of South India 
Sr. Glory Shalin 
Former Hindus  

Br. Hemanth 
Sr. Gayathri 

At Dindigul, India March 18 

All 25 brethren initially attended a public meeting in Dindigul in 
March 2006 and continued with the one year follow-up classes. 
Former members of the Church of Christ 
Br. C. Arun 
Br. J. Ravi Selvan 
Sr. S. Leema Rose 
Sr. J. Vennila 
Former members of the Assembly of God Church 
Br. K. Raja 
Br. G. Mutthu 
Br. M. Raj Kumar 
Sr. M. Akila 
Sr. M. Meena 
Sr. M. Parameshwari 
Sr. Vanaja 
Former Pentecostals 
Br. V. Arulaanandham 
Br. T. Christian Keele 
Br. K. M. Maarimuthu 
Former Roman Catholics 
Sr. V. Pazhaniyammal 
Sr. Veronica Mary 
Br. V. John Sunder 
Br. T. S. John Peter 
Sr. B. Anitha Ruth 
Sr. J. Thangam 
Sr. V. Sathya Mary 
Former Hindus 
Sr. Araayamaal 
Sr. A. Abirami 
Sr. M. Chithra 
Sr. S. Eshwari 

At Kolar Gold Fields, India March 18 

All three brethren attended 
the follow-up classes in 
Marikuppam. 
Br. T. Selvam, former 
member of The Church of 
South India (CSI). 
Sr. S. Malarkodi, former 
member of CSI. 
Sr. S. Anitha, former 
member of Pentecostal 
Church. 

Br. T. Selvam, Sr. Malarkodi and Sr. 
Anitha 

At Ooty, India March 24 

All candidates are from the Ooty Bible Students Ecclesia and 
attended 53 follow-up lessons. 
Br. Jalahander Williams, former atheist. 
Br. Gideon Chandran, former Hindu. 
Sr. Gandhimathi Daisy, wife of Br. Chandran. 
Sr. Meena Mercy, daughter of Br. and Sr. Chandran. 
Br. Antony Raj, former Roman Catholic. 
Sr. Ruth Sudha, daughter of Br. Moses. 



Br. Randy Holmes, Sr. Pam Richmond, Br. Ed Bushlus 

rt the rat al tit End 'an 23 

At North Seattle, WA 
April 7 

Br. James Biddle, 
North Seattle Bible 
Students, fiancé of Sr. 
Amanda Davenport. Br. Joe Megacz immerses Br. Biddle 

At Phoenix, AZ April 29 

Br. 	Cornel 
Bujor of the SW 
Arizona Bible 
Students, 
husband of Sr. 
Daniela, son of 
Br. Augustin and 
Sr. Maria Bujor 
of Romania. 
Raised a 
Pentecostal, he 
and his parents 
received the 
Truth recently. 

L to R: Brs. Raj, Williams and Chandran, Srs. Daisy, Mercy and Sudha. 

At Orlando, FL April 1 

Brs. Wilbur and William Johnson, Jacksonville Ecclesia, brothers 
of Br. David Johnson who heard the Truth through the Divine Plan 
Program. • 
Sr. Linda 
Wilson, 
Jacksonville 
Ecclesia, 
sister of Br. 
David 
Johnson. 
B r . 
Michael 
and Sr. 
Florence 
Coletti, 
(husband 
and wife) 
from 
Stuart, 
Florida, 
former Jehovah's Witnesses, read about the Bible Students on the 
Internet. 

L to R: Brs. Wilbur Johnson, William Johnson, Michael 
Coletti and Srs. Florence Coletti and Linda Wilson. 

Br. Ron Chastain immerses Br. Bujor 

At Seattle, 
WA May 27 

Sr. 	Pam 
Richmond. 
Los Angeles 
area, 
daughter of 
Sr. Martha 
Holmes.0 

Serving Our Brethren 
"Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edification." Romans 15:2 

Postcard Now Available 

Offers from The Portland Area 
Bible Students 

The Portland Area Bible Students have two 
new offerings. 

1. The free CD (in Acrobat PDF format) of 
the book Gleanings from Glasgow with the 
purchase of the 792 page hard bound book 
for $15 each. The CD can be purchased 
separately for $2 postpaid in the US; 
postage added outside the US. 

2. The expanded book, which includes 
three sections of Thy Word is Truth totaling 
240 pages for $7. 

Send request to: 
Portland Area Bible Students 
PO Box 23232 
Tigard, OR 97281-3237  

The Miami Valley Bible Students have 
reprinted the postcard of the Chart of Ages, 
which are available for $3.50 per hundred 
postpaid in the US; postage added outside 
the US. 

Send request to: 
Miami Valley Bible Students 
PO Box 41033 
Centerville, Ohio 45441-0033 

Volume Six Available in Italian 

Orders for Volume Six, of Studies In The 
Scriptures, in the Italian language may be 
sent to: 

Horizon Publications 
P. 0. Box 1928 
New London, CT 06320 
E-mail address: MaliPnM@aol.com  

There is no charge for the books, which can 
be ordered individually or by a box of six. 

New Address: 

Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan 
Detroit 
P.O. Box 2333 
Howell, Mi 48844-2333 



L. to R. – Br. Gustavo Neto, Br. 
Marcos Mendieta and Br. Juan 

Carlos. 

Tabernacle Shadows goes to Argentina 
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The following report was written by Br. 
Gustavo Neto and Br. Marcos Mendieta of 
Argentina describing Br. Mike Shilling's 
most recent trip to their country. It was 
translated from Spanish into English by Br. 
Mike and an abridged version was 
originally posted on the biblestudents.net  
forum. This version has been edited for 
space considerations. Ed. 

During the week of April 6 -14, Br. Mike 
Shilling, from the Baltimore, Maryland 
Ecclesia visited Buenos Aires, Argentina for 
a second time. His visit to Argentina was of 
a personal nature with the purpose of sharing 
valuable information of a spiritual nature. 

During his visit, Br. Mike conducted two 
separate slide presentations to three differ-
ent groups of individuals in Argentina. The 
first presentation dealt with the first chapter 
of Tabernacle Shadows of the "Better Sac-
rifices" and the second was based on the 
theme, "How to Cultivate a Personal Rela-
tionship with God." 

On Friday April 6, Br. Mike arrived at 
Ezeiza International Airport where Brs. 

L. to R. — Br. Avel Lupsor, Sr. Herlinda 
Lupsor, Br. Mike Shilling, Sr. Maruja Lupsor, 

Br. Marcos Mendieta, Br. Milo Lupsor, Micaela 
Mendieta and Br. Gustavo Neto 

Gustavo Neto and Marcos Mendieta were 
awaiting him His first place of lodging was 
in Br. Neto' s home in the city of San Martin, 
where he ate lunch and rested from his trip. 
In the afternoon Br. Mike, together with Br. 
Neto' s family, went out on a tour of the city. 
Saturday was a day largely dedicated to 
proofreading chapters one through five of 
Br. Mike's Spanish translation of the book 
Tabernacle Shadows of the "Better Sacri-
fices" that he had brought with him. 

On Sunday, the brethren headed for the 
city of Monte Grande, some 50 kilometers 
away, in order to attend meeting in the home 
of Br. Avel and Sr. Herlinda Lupsor. In the 
afternoon, Br. Mike conducted a PowerPoint  

presentation on the first chapter of Taber-
nacle Shadows of the "Better Sacrifices" 
book, which proved upbuilding and instruc-
tive for all those present. 

Opening Slide of the PowerPoint presentation 
of the Tabernacle Shadows of the "Better 

Sacrifices" 

On Monday and Tuesday, Br. Mike stayed 
at Br. Avel and Sr. Herlinda Lupsor' s home 
to spend time with them and to encourage 
them in their Christian work. On Monday 
afternoon, Br. Avel helped Br. Mike finish 
proofreading chapters six and seven of Tab-
ernacle Shadows and that evening a ques-
tion and answer meeting took place at Br. 
Milo and Sr. Maruja Lupsor' s home with an 
interested individual. There were supposed 
to be some ex-Jehovah' s Witnesses in atten-
dance but last minute family obligations 
prevented them from attending. On Tuesday 
morning, Sr. Miriam Kuperman, Br. Avel' s 
and Sr. Herlinda' s daughter, came over for a 
visit and helped Br. Mike finish proofread-
ing chapter eight. She gave him permission 
to photocopy the Spanish translation of chap-
ters one and eight of Volume Five that she 
had completed years before. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, Br. Mike 
stayed at the home of Br. Juan Carlos and Sr. 
Mary Cascallares. On Wednesday morning, 
Sr. Mary asked Br. Mike to help her read the 
article on Melchizedek in the March/April 

2007 is- 
sue of 
The Her- 
a 1 d 
maga- 
zine, 
which 
she re- 
ceives 
by mail. 
After- 
wards, 
they 
studied 
the first 

half of chapter one of the Tabernacle Shad-
ows of the "Better Sacrifices" together. That 
evening, the Berazategui Class met in the 
church at the back of Br. Juan Carlos' prop-
erty to view Br. Mike's Tabernacle Shadows 
PowerPoint presentation. At this meeting 
there were approximately 15 brethren in 
attendance who marveled at the information 
presented to the extent that several ques-
tions were asked afterwards which Br. Mike 
answered from the Bible with the aid of the 
Tabernacle Shadows book. Later that same 
evening, he was able to pass out copies of the 
Dawn booklets "Christ's Thousand-year 
Kingdom" and "The Christian Sabbath" and 
"Paying Tithes to the Lord," which he had 
translated into Spanish. These were in an-
swer to questions that were raised by the 
Berazategui brethren during his visit last 
year. 

On Friday and Saturday, Br. Mike stayed 
in the home of the Mendieta family (Br. 
Marcos and Paula), in the city of El Jaguel, 
where he was able to share some dear mo-
ments as well as explore the town. On Friday 
night, Br. Marcos' neighbors and family 
members (the majority of whom are Jehovah's 
Witnesses) were present in his home to see 
the PowerPoint presentation, "How to Cul-
tivate a Personal Relationship with God." 

L. to R. — Br. Carlos, Br. Juan Carlos, Br. 
Alfredo and Br. Jorge. 

There were eight in attendance, two of which 
were Br. Marcos' neighbors. The neighbors 
attending asked about the work we do as 
Bible Students. They were given some lit-
erature and a Bible free of charge. We hope 
that their interest in the things of the Lord 
continues to grow. 

On Saturday, a study meeting took place 
between Brs. Neto, Mendieta and Mike re-
garding 1 Cor. 14. Br. Mike's comments and 
knowledge added greatly to the meeting. 
After eating dinner and getting things to-
gether, we headed to the airport so that Br. 
Mike could catch his flight home. 

His visit was a blessing for all the brethren 
and the interested ones. We greatly appre-
ciated the amiableness and spirituality of 
Br. Mike's visit. We pray that the Lord 
blesses him in all that he does for the glory 
of his name. CI 



Root of Truth From page 1 

locked. In the summer we would meet in the 
forest or on the banks of the Nistru river —
walking 30-40 km (20-25 miles) with chil-
dren or riding bicycles in order to have 
meetings and rejoice together. 

Many times we were followed and were 
unable to meet. Our love for the Truth was 
strong. If a brother from one village was 
arrested, we would go to all the brethren and 
warn them to hide the literature so that the 
authorities would not come and take the 
books and thus we would be deprived of 
them. 

We had two sisters in prison. During the 
day I would work in the field but in the 
evening my husband would stay home with 
the children so I could go twice a week to 
their homes and bake bread, wash or clean 
the house through the night. By dawn I 
would return home so as not to be observed, 
that way I could go back and help them 
again. 

I want to tell you about an experience in 
which we saw how God's hand was with us. 
One year we decided to celebrate the Memo-
rial at the home of the grandmother of one of 
our brethren. We had been followed and it 
was not safe to meet at any of our homes. At 
the time that we were supposed to meet at the 
designated home, God gave us a thought, a 
feeling that we should not go to the place 
designated but to go to another relative of 
this brother. We went there and told him that 
we wanted to celebrate the Memorial at their 
home and they were glad and told us that we 
were welcome. All the brethren gathered 
there and we celebrated the Memorial and 
stayed in the home till morning, singing 
hymns After we left, we found out that when 
the brethren from this village returned home, 
the police came, asking why they did not go 
to the designated place. We found that the 
home we had initially planned to meet in was 
surrounded by police until late at night (the 
idea was to shoot as many of us as possible, 
with no pity - like they would kill an animal). 
Seeing that no one entered or left, they went 
into the house to search it, then they left. 
They went several times to the homes of the 
brethren from this village but they did not 
find any of them because we were all to-
gether at the home of the relative with whom 
we had celebrated the Memorial. This was in 
the village of Grinauti-Raia. The desire of 
the authorities was to capture us and sen-
tence us as a group but the Lord God pro-
tected us and left us to continue our work. 

In 1990, we had a meeting in the house of 
my eldest son Br. Viorel Neagu. Again we 
were betrayed and the authorities came and 
found us in the house. My daughter-in-law, 
Sr. Viorica and I stood at the door and did not 
let them enter the house. Br. Viorel came and 
told us, "Let them enter and see what we do,  

that we are not killing anyone." They asked 
us what we were doing, and we told them that 
we are studying the Word of God. Then they 
asked us, "Who gave you permission? " We 
answered that God permits us to do this. 
Some of the brethren had run away. Others 
remained. The authorities wrote down a list 
of all the brethren who stayed. My grand-
daughter, Mariana, was about 10 years old at 
the time - and she recited a poem for them. 
They asked us who organized this meeting. 

Sr. Viorica and Br. Viorel Neagu 

My husband and I said that even though the 
meeting was in our son's house, we were the 
ones who had invited the brethren to his 
home. 

After three days, my husband and I were 
called to the regional headquarters. The 
mayor of our village and the person respon-
sible for following and interrogating Chris-
tians was there, as well as others which we did 
not recognize. They began to question us, 
asking us what our faith is and for how long 
we have believed it. We answered that we are 
Christian Bible Students and we study the 
teachings of Br. Russell but we have only 
one Volume, not all the books. They permit-
ted us to tell them what we believe. We told 
them about the creation of mankind, the fall 
of man into sin, the ransom and restitution of 
mankind in the time of the thousand-year 
reign. All of those which listened to us were 
amazed to hear of such great goodness of 
God—because the sects taught the destruc-
tion of the human race but we told them the 
good news of Restitution. Then they asked 
us if God would forgive them for persecuting 
Christians and we told them that if they felt 
bad about the evil they had done they could 
return to God even now, or they would have 
another chance in the future. They rejoiced 
in this news. They said that through the 40 
years interrogating Christians they had never 
heard such good news for all mankind. 

We waited to be arrested but they told us 
we were free and could meet without having 
to hide anymore. They asked us for Volume 
One and we gave it to them on the condition 
that they would give it back, because we had 
only one original. They took it and after 
three months they returned it to us, saying 
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that they liked this truth with one single 
exception—anarchy. 

After a month, we had a meeting in our 
home and they asked if they could come to 
the meeting. There were brethren from many 
locations, from the area around Cemauti 
(Ukraine - in the north) and from Chisinau 
(the capital of Moldova, toward the south). 
They came and asked forgiveness of all the 
brethren for persecuting us and not letting us 
meet together. They told the brethren that 
they were free to meet because liberty was 
coming to Moldova just as in other coun-
tries. This was hard for us to believe. It was 
hard for us to transition from having meet-
ings at night to during the day but with time 
we became accustomed to this liberty which 
was permitted by the Lord. 

We also had experiences after the 1989 
revolution in Romania. In 1992 we went to 
Romania for the first time. We searched for 
our Bible Student brethren and met them. 
There we also met Br. Ric and Sr. Ruth 
Cunningham and Sr. Alpha Koterba, who 
asked us for our address and sent us printed 
Volumes (The Divine Plan of the Ages, Tab-
ernacle Shadows of the "Better Sacrifices," 
The Photodrama of Creation, The Daily 
Heavenly Manna, extracts from the Watch-
Towers and Hymns of Millennial Dawn). 
Brethren from Romania, France and Br. 
George and Sr. Ruth Wilmott from the United 
States were among the first brethren which 
visited us in Moldova. 

Then the visits of many brethren flowed 
as blessings over us but soon we began to 
have other trials. Because all that we had was 
Volume One, we did not know nor believe 
that the Harvest of the Gospel Age was still 
continuing. Visiting brethren began to ex-
plain these things to us, which caused a great 
separation among us. It was hard to separate 
ourselves from brethren with whom we had 
been close. But we are grateful to God that 
we found other brethren which compensated 
for our pain, with whom we could under-
stand this Present Truth together and the 
high calling. We rejoice in this Truth. 

Since 1994, when I attended my first 
International Convention in Poitiers, France, 
we have continued to go to the International 
Conventions and to many conventions and 
meetings in Romania. 

In 1997 Sr. Cher-El Hagensick came to us, 
as Moses, leaving the "land of Egypt" to 
suffer with us here in Moldova. We rejoiced 
and continue to rejoice in the results of her 
teaching our children English— it permits 
us to communicate easily with our brethren 
who come to visit. 

We thank all the brethren who have vis-
ited us, which have not been mentioned here 
but are dear to us and have given their effort 
and helped us to grow in the Truth.D 
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Harvest News 
"Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life." Acts 5:20 

Israel Public Witness Provides "Spin-off" Opportunities 
The Associated Bible Students of Cen-

tral Ohio co-hosted two public showings of 
the motion picture "Israel Fulfilling Bible 
Prophecy" at their February convention. This 
public witness, produced by Br. Ken Rawson 
of the Bible Students Congregation of New 
Brunswick, was designed to educate Chris-
tians regarding the Jewish people and the 
everlasting covenant God made with their 
father Abraham Although the audience was 
primarily Christian, the witness provided 
several unique spin-off opportunities to 
"comfort" Israel. 

Upon hearing of the public witness effort, 
one of the brethren, not realizing this version 
of the Israel show was designed for a Chris-

tian audience, con-
tacted Tovia Singer of 
IsraelNationalRadio.com. 
When the brother ex-
plained the show was 
produced by Kenneth 
Rawson, Rabbi Singer 
remembered inter-
viewing Br. Ken two 

years ago. With that connection—plus the 
fact that the Jewish version of the program, 
"Israel: Appointment with Destiny" adver-
tises frequently on Rabbi Singer's radio sta-
tion—he decided to make contact with Br. 
Ken to set up another radio interview. 

The contact between Br. Ken and Rabbi 
Singer did not take place on the evening that 
the brethren expected and Br. Bob Gray, who 
was waiting to hear the interview, decided to 
call into the radio talk show to ask if Br. Ken 
would be interviewed that evening. When 
speaking with the call–in screener, Br. Bob 
was asked if he would like to speak with 
Tovia Singer. Not wanting to pass it by, Br. 
Bob took the opportunity to express his 
views on Israel. 

The lengthy radio interview between Br. 
Bob and Rabbi Singer was thrilling—not 
only to the brethren but also to Rabbi Singer. 
In the course of the interview, Rabbi Singer 
asked Br. Bob to contact Br. Ken Rawson 
and tell him that he still wished to have an 
interview with him That interview took 
place on the following evening. Again, the 
brethren and Rabbi Singer were delighted at 
the beautiful Truth that was presented to 
comfort Israel. At the end of the interview, 
Rabbi Singer remarked that if Br. Ken were 
Jewish, they "would vote him in as Prime 
Minister immediately." (Little does he know 
that this vote of confidence was truly a vote 
of confidence for the Messiah of the cov-
enant to Israel and the beautiful prospects of 
his glorious government.) Since the Febru- 

ary radio broadcast, Rabbi Singer has called 
Br. Ken several times to talk. He observed 
that out of the thousands of Christian minis-
ters and Jewish rabbis in the world, probably 
none are as close as the Bible Students in 
their hopes and views on prophecy concern-
ing Israel. Rabbi Singer invited Br. Ken to 
be a guest on his radio-talk show any time he 
wanted. 

Other spin-off opportunities garnered 
from this radio communication were: (1) that 
the producers of the radio talk show kept 
both of the interviews up on their website for 
over a week; (2) Israel National News also 
displayed the website for the Israel show 
during the interview with Br. Ken; (3) they 
also displayed the website for the Israel show 
on their website; (4) as a result, at least 30 
DVDs of the program were ordered; and (5) 
the Israel National News website had a beau-
tiful write up about the Israel show and the 
work that the Bible Students are doing to 
stand by and encourage Israel. 

We trust it was no coincidence that while 
Br. Bob was in Columbus for the February 
convention, another opportunity was opened 
through a contact of Br. Jordan Gray that 
allowed Br. Bob, Sr. Rebecca and Br. Jordan 
a two-hour personal interview with Linda 
Olmert—the sister-in-law of Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert. (Linda Olmert was on a tour to 
promote educational tourism in Israel.) This 
meeting gave Br. Bob an additional point to 
discuss with Rabbi Singer during his radio 
interview. The Grays had learned in their 
discussion with Mrs. Olmert that she does 
not promote land for 
peace but is sympa-
thetic to the dire cir-
cumstances, which 
have led to concessions 
made by the govern-
ment led by her 
brother-in-law. Mrs. 
Olmert was given both 
English and Hebrew versions of "Israel: Ap-
pointment With Destiny" and her local con-
tact, a Christian woman who arranged the 
meeting, was given a DVD of "Israel Fulfill-
ing Bible Prophecy." 

Regarding the second of two public show-
ings of "Israel Fulfilling Bible Prophecy" in 
Columbus, there was yet another interesting 
connection to comfort the Jewish people. 
After the show, a Jewish couple was at the 
table purchasing a DVD of the program. In 
the course of conversation, they remarked 
that they lived in Edison, New Jersey and 
were at Ohio State University on sabbatical. 
The brethren introduced them to Br. Ken and  

they discovered that they lived just blocks 
away from each other. They were impressed 
with the program and the discussion follow-
ing and were excited 
about getting their 
synagogue in contact 
with Br. Ken when they 
returned home to 
Edison. 

The brethren were 
blessed by at least two 
more amazing experi-
ences as a result of the second February 
showing. Because there is a large Muslim 
population in Columbus—and particularly 
in the Ohio State University campus area—
the brethren determined that it would be a 
good idea, as a precaution, to alert the cam-
pus and Columbus police about the show. 
The Columbus police riot control director 
called Br. Bill Gill to warn the Central Ohio 
brethren of a terrorist sympathizer group, 
CAIR (pronounced Care) which disguises 
itself as a charitable anti-terrorist founda-
tion to educate Muslims. Their website had 
listed the OSU campus showing as one to 
rally against in a show of forceful demonstra-
tion. According to the officer, this group 
usually has violent demonstrations for the 
purpose of attracting the media. The Lord 
overruled that across the street from the 
showing was a Justin Timberlake concert 
and just north of the showing on the same 
street was a gas main break. In both cases, the 
presence of the police in full force more than 
likely foiled the demonstration. In addition, 
one of the women who came to the showing 
was from a terrorist watch group that scans 
terrorist sympathizer websites. She said she 
saw the showing advertised on the CAIR 
website and decided she would like to at-
tend. She too was impressed with the pro-
gram and purchased a DVD. 

The brethren have been encouraged by 
the many faith-strengthening overrulings 
the Lord provided as a result of the public 
showings. The adversary worked hard to 
keep them from taking place, as the weather 
was quite a deterrent to a large turnout. Still, 
of the 214 attending both showings, more 
than half filled out questionnaires to be 
placed on the mailing list and purchased 
approximately 120 DVDs. The brethren 
rejoice in their privileges of comforting natu-
ral Israel. These communications will be 
remembered as a loving testimony to God 
when the Jewish people receive the bless-
ings of Messiah' s fully established 
Kingdom. CI 
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■Sr. Ruth Slivinsky, age 70, of the Hartford Bible Students, finished 
her earthly course June 15 in the nursing home where she resided 
the past 17 years. Sr. Ruth was a third generation Bible Student. She 
was afflicted with severe rheumatoid arthritis which came on 
suddenly when she was 37. She struggled with it while serving the 
Lord for the next 33 years. When Sr. Ruth was unable to get out to 
the meetings, the brethren went to the nursing home and met there 
for a number of years. 

She is survived by four brothers, including Br. Dan Slivinsky (42 
Andrew Dr., E. Hartford, CT 06108) and nieces: Sr. Jean Hrechuk and 
Sr. Julie Monette. The funeral was held June 18 with attendance of 
approximately 60. Br. Dan gave his sister's eulogy and Br. Jerry 
Monette gave a Truth witness. 

■Br. George Balko Sr., of the West Newton, Pennsylvania Ecclesia 
entered into rest June 5 at age 83. In declining health since January 

he died from a multitude of 
afflictions. Ten years ago his wife Sr. 
Martha died. Less than a year later he 
had a major stroke that left him 
paralyzed on his right side and able to 
speak with difficulty. Wheelchair 
bound, he was dependent on others 
for his basic needs. His son Br. George 
Jr. and others of the family made it 
possible for him to continue to live in 
his home with outside help. For seven 
of those nine years he continued to 
attend meetings. Talented at 
remembering scriptures he was ready 
to offer a witness to the Lord from his 
wheelchair or hospital bed. As the 

refining and polishing work continued he kept his mind alert 
reading the Bible, Studies in the Scriptures, Reprints and other Truth 
literature. 

He was one of ten children born to Br. Charles and Sr Anna Balko 
who were originally Catholic. Three of his siblings survive: Brs. 
Mike, Paul and Sr. Lorraine Praskavich. He will also be missed by 
his three children. Sr. Becky Berda (115 Sugar Maple Drive, Etters, 
PA 17319), Sr. Debbie Sterner (414 North Church St., Woodstock, 
VA 22664, e-mail:stemer@shentel.net)  and Br. George Jr.( 308 
Burger St., West Newton, PA 15089, e-mail: gbalko@hotmail.com),  
seven grandchildren and three great grandchildren. Br. John Mottie 
of the Greenfield, Ohio Ecclesia conducted his funeral service June 
8 to the 60 in attendance. 

■Sr. Greta Trebing, age 76, of the Detroit Ecclesia ended her 
earthly course June 2 after suffering with Lou Gehrig's disease for 
more than two years. As she gradually lost control over her body until 
paralyzed, she continued to set her affections on things above. She 
avidly listened to tapes and read Truth literature. Her family roots 
in the Truth go back to her grandparents. She is survived by her 
husband Larry Guido; three daughters: Holly Borrusch (14048 
Fairway, Livonia, MI 48154), Gwen Krestul and Vicki Piekarz; three 
grandchildren. At her request there was no service. 

■Br. Alexander Kotian, age 83, an elder of the Mangalore Ecclesia, 
finished his earthly course on May 4. After meeting Br. Jayappa in 
1947, Br. Alexander studied for three years before consecrating. 
Well known in India he was a respected older brother who had 
traveled for many years to Bangalore and Mysore for conventions. 
He and his family often hosted mini-conventions in their courtyard 
when foreign brethren visited. 

Br. Alexander had a paralytic stroke in 2001. Due to complica-
tions from diabetes one of his legs was amputated in the last few 
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months. His burial posed a problem because there is no separate 
burial ground for the Bible Students at Mangalore. The local 
Protestant cemetery does not permit burial of those not of their 
denomination. Recently an all denominational cemetery was estab-
lished where his earthly remains were interred after a Bible Student 
service. 

He is survived by his wife of over 45 years, Sr Grace (Rashmi 
Nivas, Kunder's Compound, Ashok Nagar, Mangalore 575 001, 
India) three sons and a daughter, all consecrated. 

■Sr. Rosecollect Oyibo Uche, age 40, of Agwa Ecclesia died April 
12 from an infection after a miscarriage. She came to the Truth 
through her older brother, Br. 
Cajetan Egbu eighteen months ago. 
She was energetic in ecclesia 
activities though she had not 
symbolized her consecration before 
death. Because of political 
instability her burial was the day after 
her death. Br. Vitalis Eke of her home 
ecclesia delivered the funeral 
discourse, "Why People Die" to 100 
in attendance. She is survived by her 
husband Br. Morrison Uche (c/o 
Agwa Bible Students Ecclesia, PO 
Box 98, Obudi Agwa Owerri, Imo 
State, 	Nigeria, 	e-mail: 
abiblestudecc @ yahoo.com); father 
Innocent 0. Egbu; four siblings, two of whom are consecrated: Br. 
Cajetan 0. Egbu and Sr. Rosefina Ohamara. 

■Sr. Jane Wesley Sathyanathan, of the Bangalore Ecclesia 
finished her earthly course April 26 at age 66. The cause of death was 
complications involving her thorax and abdomen that made it 
impossible for her to retain food. Until recently she actively 
entertained brethren. She and her husband Br. Wesley came into the 
Truth in 1995 through the efforts of Br. Jayappa. 

She leaves behind her husband Br. Wesley (19/1, Second Floor, 
R. T. Nagar Post, Bangalore 560 032 India); a son Oliver; two 
grandchildren; her mother; brothers and sisters. A Bible Student 
service was conducted at her funeral April 27. 

■Sr. Irene Mitchell, was born in Holyoke, Massachusetts in 1915 
and fmished her course April 3 at age 92 from Shy-Drager Syndrome. 
Her earliest years were in the Catholic 
faith but after Sr. Irene's mother's 
death, at age seven, her father Br. 
Stanley Roguski received the Truth 
from a coworker at a bakery. 

Br. Norman Woodworth invited 
her to the Dawn where she worked in 
the bookbinding and shipping de-
partments. Any additional time on 
Saturdays or evenings were spent ei-
ther at the Dawn, tracting, or writing 
addresses on obituary flyers. Aware 
of the temporal needs of others she 
became the housekeeper and hostess 
at the Dawn, welcoming visiting 
brethren and preparing and assign-
ing their accommodations. For long periods of time she cared for 
incapacitated brethren at the Dawn. She labored there from 1945 to 
2001 when, for health reasons, she moved to the Bible Students 
Retirement Center in Portland, Oregon and spent the last three 
months in a foster care facility. 

See Entered Into Rest page 14 
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Afflicted From page 2 
fire on Jim's head. He lost his eyebrows and eyelashes and part of his 
hair but thankfully his eyesight was not affected. As part of the 
healing process he needed to take a shower three times a day and 
apply medication to prevent infection. It was a tremendous shock 
to his body but thankfully he will not need plastic surgery. Sr. Joy 
relates, "What a loving Father we have who will not give us more then 
we can bear. We felt his tender touch and his loving care enfold us 
every minute and then the brethren held up our arms to win the 
battle." 

■Br. Jerry and Sr. Judy Black (13012 SE Oatfield Rd., Milwaukie, 
OR 97222, e-mail: gbblack@pcez.com)  have been going through 
a deep-water experience since May 28 when their 41 year old son Jeff 
fell backwards and fractured his skull. He was flown by helicopter 
from the Oregon coast to a Portland hospital, where doctors used 
drugs to induce a coma which allowed his brain to heal and the 
swelling to subside. After three weeks in intensive care he is 

gradually making progress and the doctors give a good prognosis. 
The family is thrilled he is starting to say a few words. They pray 
every day for the Lord's will to be done and for strength to face the 
day's challenges. Br. Jerry thanks the Lord and gives glory to him 
Since someone from the family is at the hospital twenty-four hours 
a day the support of the brethren has strengthened them. "When thou 
passest thrdugh the waters, I will be with thee..." Isa. 43:2 

■Sr. Barbara Bright (6451 Richards St., San Diego, CA 92115, e-
mail: stargazer6229@yahoo.com)  had spinal fusion surgery March 
12. Seven years ago a car accident left her with severe back and neck 
pain and unable to continue her work as a medical assistant. In 2002 
she had successful neck surgery but her lower back trouble 
continued to worsen. Strong pain medicine and physical therapy did 
not bring relief. She rejoices in the prospect of continued 
improvement after more therapy and is thankful for the assistance of 
her husband Br. Bob and the local ecclesia. The cards, e-mails and 
prayers already received on her behalf are greatly appreciated.0 

Entered Into Rest From page 13 
In 1957, Sr. Irene married Br. Martin Mitchell, an elder of the New 

York City Ecclesia where she attended. They served at the Dawn 
together until his death in 1974. Content to touch lightly the things 
of this earth, her greatest earthly possession was her car—never 
owning her own home. She possessed little more than our Master 
who, "had not where to lay his head." Luke 9:58 

She is survived by a brother, Br. Zygmunt Roguski (10935 SW 
Highland Dr., Tigard, OR 97224); nieces: Sr. Claudia Hislop, Sr. 
Lynette Larson, Debi Hack Cotton; nephews: Joel Hack and John 
Roguski. A sister, Sr. Stella Hack preceded her in death in 2003. True 
to her independent nature and desire to be in the background she 
requested no service. 

▪ Lee Jones, age 81, ended her suffering with lung cancer April 
14 after a consecrated walk of over 50 years. She attended the Toledo 

Ohio Ecclesia until it dissolved, and 
later, when living in Florida, attended 
the Orlando Ecclesia. She was one of 
four daughters born to Br. Ora and Sr. 
Grace Drummond; her sister Carol died 
at age two and another sister, Sr. Wilma 
Stewart, died in 1954. She opened her 
home in the last year to her remaining 
sister, Sr. Lois Brandle (46 Millfield 
Ave, Westerville, OH 43081) for whom 
she was planning to care. Sr. Lee was 
the wife of the late Br. Bill. She is 
survived by her daughter Diane 
Morlock and son Michael; four 
grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren; nephews: Br. Richard 

Stewart, Br. Laddie Stewart and Gaylord Stewart. Br. Laddie Stewart 
had the privilege of serving her funeral to the 60 attending. 

■Sr. Mary Hatgis, age 107, finished her earthly course April 26. 
Born on the island of Mytilene in Greece she came to America as a 
young woman in 1920. She settled in Norwich, Connecticut with 
her brother, Br. Charles Madison and sister, Sr. Anastasia Karavas. 

Her brother, Br. Madison sent a request in 1920 to the Bethel 
House for a Greek brother's assistance in teaching a group of about 
30. Being single Br. Pantel Hatgis volunteered. In 1924 he baptized 
Sr. Mary and later that year they married. Three years later, after the 
ecclesia in Connecticut was established, they moved to New York 
attending meetings in both English and Greek. Sr. Mary provided 
weekly dinners for struggling Greek brethren as she and Br. Pantel 
offered them encouragement both spiritually and temporally. 

During the course of her life she had 
many health problems. When she broke 
both hips in 1993, she entered a nurs-
ing home and faithfully witnessed the 
Truth to the residents and staff. 

Sr. Mary is survived by a daughter, 
Sr. Ruth Szybinski (33-33 149th St., 
Flushing, NY 11354); granddaughter, 
Sr. Debra Szybinski; and three great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband, Br. Pantel Hat-
gis in 1987, her daughter, Sr. Agape 
Kojes in 1991 and her grandson, Arthur 
Kojes, in 2003. Br. George Passios of 
the New York Ecclesia conducted her 
funeral service April 29 to more than 200.0 

The following advertisement was placed in the Durban Daily News, 
which is the largest newspaper in the city of Durban, South Africa 
by the Associated Bible Students of New Brunswick with the 
assistance and zeal of Br. Dean Oswald during the Christmas season 
of 2006. One hundred responses were received. Ed. 

Jesus, the Savior of the World 
As the Savior of the world, Jesus died "a ransom for all, to be testified 

in due time," 1 Tim. 2:6. Yet millions living and dead never heard the 
name of Jesus for salvation to eternal life. Remember, Acts 4:12 states 
"there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved." Many Bible believing Christians expect Jesus to return 
in the End Times to set up his Kingdom. You will be inspired by the 
free booklet, "What Is This World Coming To?" It reveals the many 
End-Time prophecies that are now being fulfilled in Israel and through-
out the world. Yes, the full establishment of the 1,000 year Kingdom 
of Christ is near, when "they shall not teach every man his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know 
me, from the least to the greatest," Heb. 8:11. Who are these people who 
never heard of Jesus before Christ's Kingdom is established on earth? 
Acts 15:14-17 speaks of "the remainder of men" seeking after the Lord 
following the establishment of the Kingdom. Do you have loved ones 
or family who never accepted Jesus as their Savior? There is wonderful 
hope for them! 

Send for your free copy of "What Is This World Coming To?" for 
an exciting study of End-Time prophecies and a detailed scriptural 
discussion of the 1,000 year Kingdom of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
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Conventions 
"Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation." Isaiah 12:3 

July 28, 29 Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students Annual. 
Eastland Suites, 1907 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. 
Theme: 1 Samuel 2:9 "He will keep the feet of his saints." Four 
speakers. Contact the Secretary: Karen Wildblood, 
Phone: (217) 239-9820. E-mail• kwildblood@mchsi.com  

August 4, 5 Winnipeg, Manitoba. Winnipeg Bible Students 
Annual. Northwood Community Center, 1415 Burrows Avenue, 
Winnipeg, MB R2X 0S8, Canada. Four speakers. For additional 
information, contact: Greg Carpenter, 130 Helmsdale Ave., 
Winnipeg, MB R2K OV7, Canada. E-mail:gregcarpen@gmail.com  

August 24-26 Eagle Creek, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students 
Annual. Collins Retreat Center, 32867 SE Highway 211, Eagle 
Creek, OR 97022. Theme: "The Glory of God." Four speakers. For 
information, contact: Tim Krupa, Phone: (503) 436-2296. E-mail: 
info@PortlandAugustConvention.com  For accommodations 
contact: Chris Grigalunus, Phone: (503) 667-2797. E-mail: 
reservations@PortlandAugustConvention.com.  Programs are 
posted at PortlandBible.com, see "Annual Convention." 

September 1, 2 Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students. 
Hilton Hotel, 3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, Illinois 60532. Five 
speakers. Prophetic Forum Viewpoints: "1914-2007-?" For 
accommodations and programs, contact: Ruth Szczesny, 125 N. 
Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. E-mail: 
lenru@sbcglobal.net  

September 7 -9 Huntsville, Alabama. Huntsville Bible Students, 
Beville Conference Center and Hotel, 550 Sparkman Drive, 
Huntsville, AL 35816. Reservations contact the hotel: (256) 721-
0428. For other information contact: Jim Cothren. Phone: (256) 
852-8505. E-mail: jimcothren@knology.net  

September 15, 16 Columbus, Indiana. Columbus Indiana Bible 
Students Second Annual Olde Harvest Time. Four speakers. 
Location: The Dan Ledwinka Farm. Subject: "The Harvest in 
Revelation Chapters 14-19" and "How to Keep a Vibrant 
Consecration in the Harvest." Contact the Secretary: Debbie 
McClellan, 3181 Martha Court, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: 
(812) 373-0997 or Cell: (812) 344-0066. E-mail: 
twopilgrims@comcast.net  

September 29, 30 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual. Location: Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH 
45356. Four Speakers. Contact the Secretary: Jim Watkins, 6760 
Chambersburg Road, Dayton, OH 45424. Phone: (937) 233-2327. 
E-mail: jimwatkins@juno.com  

October 6-8 Yorkton, Saskatchewan. North Saskatchewan Bible 
Students. Best Western Parkland Inn, 100 Broadway St. E., Yorkton, 
SK S3N OK9, Canada. Phone: (306) 783-9781. Contact the 
Secretary: Becky Miller, Phone: (306) 764-5364 or Cell: (306) 961-
5566. E-mail: jrmiller@sasktell.net  

October 13, 14 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Annual. Comfort Inn Fiesta, 6755 North FM 1604 West, San 
Antonio, TX 78256. Contact the Secretary: Sandy Hendrix. Phone: 
(512) 918-3089. E-mail: sshendrix@sbcglobal.net  

October 27, 28 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route 
119, Connellsville, PA 15425. Five speakers. Theme: "The Sin 
Offering." Contact the Secretary: Jennifer Cramer, 370 Millet Lane, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236. Phone: (412) 653-9681. E-mail: 
brent.j ennifer @ verizon.netEl 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his Reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Brethren From page 7 
jobs and one of them was not paid for six months. It gives us a sense 
of their reality, which is hard to fathom...The reason I am bringing 
this to your attention is...to give a sense of what is happening to 
brethren in other parts of the world and to encourage introspection 
about being stewards. How are we conducting our stewardship? It 
is a question we need to ask ourselves. That question will yield the 
details of... our spiritual inventory... I am grateful how the Lord has 
led in my life in many ways... shutting doors of the world... I hope 
I remain faithful to the Lord, leaning on him for direction, being 
cognizant enough to go in that direction saying, 'It is from thee,' and 
obeying faithfully and humbly... A lot of things are happening in 
India doctrinally. "...Judgment must begin at the house of God..." 
(1 Peter 4:17) We know, blessed is he who stands, so that every 'wind 
of doctrine' does not take us in the wrong direction. I ask an interest 
in your prayers that I remain faithful to my covenant of sacrifice." 

Love and Prayers of Brethren Around the World 
Br. Victor Osinaike, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
"I thank the Lord for being here today. I appreciate the love of the 
brethren from all over the world concerning the experience we had 
in my family not long ago. We are trying to 
make meaningful things out of this. I ask a 
personal interest in your prayers that God 
direct and empower me to be a more useful 
servant... to grow more in the spirit and not be 
weighed down by this experience. I am using 
this opportunity to emphasize my 
appreciation for the love of the brethren all 
over the world—their prayers, comforting messages and all the areas 
of support. I appreciate the love of Br. Ric Suraci and his family, Sr. 
Tricia and the children who have been there to support, guide and 
encourage. Yesterday Sr. Tricia was sharing words of comfort from 
the Bible...assuring me that I am not alone..."D 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews @ bsnews.net  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5 -8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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