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35 Years of Broadcasting the "Divine Plan" Program
in due time, came the 3/4
inch tapes and finally the
Beta tapes which are currently being used by the
television stations. The local cable station, which
has televised the program
for many years, presently
requires a DVD format.
When the recording faJanuary 2007 marked
cilities at KXAS were first
the beginning of the 35th
used, the station was loyear of broadcasting the
cally owned. Free time
"Divine Plan" program,
was given to Fort Worth
which has been broadBible Students whenever
cast continuously since
there was a need for a filler.
the first Sunday in JanuHowever, there was a deary 1973. In the beginsire to have the program
ning, the "Divine Plan"
televised on a regular baprogram was recorded in
sis. Another local station
a small recording room
KTVT-TV was contacted
at the KJIM radio station
but no time was available.
in Fort Worth, Texas. The
After a few months, a statotal cost for broadcasttion salesman phoned to
ing the program on this
inform us of "two possiBr. George Wilmott filming the "Divine Plan" program
station, including the use
bilities" and requested we
of the recording room and the services of a broadcast the "Divine Plan" program for bring an audition tape. KTVT accepted the
station announcer who recorded the open- several years in the United States and Canada, "Divine Plan" program instead of the other
ing and closing remarks, was only $30.00 the program was also broadcast for a short religious program because no solicitations
per week. For a small additional fee, an time in Europe.
for money were made. After accepting the
employee of KJIM duplicated the programs,
One year later, in January 1974, the first program the salesman inquired about the
which were used on other stations thereafter. "Divine Plan" television program was re- length of the contract. The cost before the
In addition to the many radio stations which corded in the KXAS studio in Fort Worth, station's fifteen percent discount was
Texas. Starting in 1948, KXAS-TV was a $200.00 per week. The Fort Worth Bible
pioneer in television broadcasting. Twenty- Students had enough money in the treasury
six years later, it was our privilege to record for about five programs. The salesman stated
the
first "Divine Plan" television program in that KTVT wanted at least a thirteen-week
Greetings in the Lord
the studios of that station. "The Three Ways" contract but said, "We will see." The station
With this expanded issue the reader will find was the subject of the first lesson. For the first approved the five-week contract, and
an interesting story covering the recent trips program the program director, Mr. Jim Turner, through the providence of the heavenly Faof Sr. Viorica Rosca and Br. Allen Springer officiated from the floor instead of his usual ther, the "Divine Plan" program was teleto Germany and the German/French Annual remote location in the studio. The Fort vised on KTVT, at a prime time on Sunday,
Worth Ecclesia was certainly indebted to with cable coverage to many cities and surConvention in Karlsrohe.
Also it is our privilege to update the Mr. Turner who directed nearly 200 "Divine rounding states for approximately seven
annual reports of the Bible Students funds, Plan" programs.
years. The cost continued to increase during
For several years the program was re- that time. When the cost reached approxifor which the brethren have so generously
sacrificed and supported. We note with corded on two-inch high band tapes. Em- mately $1000.00 per week, it was necessary
regret that the Indiana-Ohio Convention has ployees at KXAS, for a reasonable cost, made to cancel. However time opened up on other
been cancelled, for this year, but also note duplications. However, the tapes themselves local stations for a period of many years, at
thirteen conventions are listed for 2007 that were expensive as was the cost of shipping a much lower cost. Meanwhile, time and
promise rich blessings ahead. "For where- them to other stations and it took consider- money to broadcast on stations in other
soever the carcase is, there will the eagles be able effort to look after the shipping of the states became available. A salesman—who
large tapes. With the increase of knowledge,
gathered together." Matthew 24:28
See Broadcasting page 10
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privileges the consecrated have of proclaiming the Truth. Ed.
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah." Psalm 32:7

■Sr. Ruth P. Cramer (do Hillside Manor, 177 Oliver Rd.,
Uniontown, PA 15401) has advanced congestive heart failure and
is currently in a hospice program. Her physical
decline does not permit her attendance at the
Connellsville meetings even with family
assistance. Sr. Ruth exhibits a constant spirit of
quiet acquiescence to the will of God.
Although her old creature is declining, her
spirit and love for the Lord remain steadfast
and strong. She appreciates all the prayers,
cards and greetings. She prays for the brethren and the Kingdom to
release the groaning creation from the great taskmaster of sin and
death.
■Sr. Ann Kwolek (do Brighton Gardens, 15870 Haggerty, No. 226,
Plymouth, MI 48170) has been in an assisted living facility since
August. Suffering with osteoporosis, some days she is unable to walk
even with the use of a walker and is no longer able to attend meetings.
Humbled by the care and love of her heavenly Father, she appreciates
the thoughtfulness of family and brethren by their cards, visits and
prayers. At one time Sr. Ann enjoyed sending many cards but now
is unable to do so. She wishes to thank the brethren and let them know
their prayers are being answered. She has strength to, "Fight the
good fight of faith..." and to honor and praise God with daily
opportunities to talk about the Scriptures to the staff.
■Sr. Stephanie Kuenzli (1114 S. 102nd St., West Allis, WI 53214,
e-mail: song_of hope@ sbcglobal.net ) was diagnosed with nonHodgkin's lymphoma at the end of last year.
The news was a shock initially since, she is in
her twenties and has a one-year old baby.
However, strong in her faith, Sr. Stephanie
realizes all her concerns are under God's care
and every hair of her head is numbered. Doctors
scheduled six chemotherapy treatments— one
treatment every three weeks. She appreciates
the love and support of her family and the
brethren and feels for others in the world who are missing this
precious gift from the Lord.
■Sr. Ruby Baker (6333 Hurstgreen Ln., St. Louis, MO 63123)
suffers with diabetes and continues to be homebound while on
oxygen. She uses a wheelchair and recognizes her experiences are
permitted of the Lord for her best spiritual welfare. Living alone
since Br. Glenn's death in 2004 she fills her days listening to tapes
and watching DVDs of conventions. She thanks the Lord for giving
her a good family that is watching out for her interests but she misses
the brethren and the opportunities of fellowship enjoyed in days
past. Contact from the brethren would be uplifting to Sr. Ruby.
■SI. Martha Holmes (3 Denver St., Irvine, CA 92604, e-mail:
Pamrichmon9@aol.com) suffers with shingles and the after effects
of treatment since mid-October. Doctors first
dismissed a forehead blister as a spider bite. A
few days later, blisters spread from her forehead
to the back of her scalp. She also had a
secondary infection in her right eye. An
ophthalmologist prescribed antibiotics and
pain medication. Thankfully, the infection did
not damage her eyesight but the intense pain

brought her back to the hospital. Four weeks later, after she was
stabilized, the pain began to decrease. By then, heavy medication
and lack of exercise caused a deep vein thrombosis or a clot in her
left thigh to develop. When she was readmitted to the hospital,
doctors inserted a filter in her veins to prevent a dislodged clot from
causing a heart attack or stroke, and advised it would take four to six
months for the clot to completely dissolve. Sr. Martha has difficulty
walking and uses a cane when needed. This has been a trying
experience for Sr. Martha and her children, Br. Randy and Sr. Pam
Richmond, with whom she lives. With the Lord's grace they will stay
close to the Lord and trust him for whatever may come.
■Sr. Agnes Siwak (P.O. Box 744, Wakaw, SK SOK 4P0 Canada)
had surgery January 10 to remove a painful heel spur she had for more
than a year. After surgery she had a cast up to
her knee and used crutches for a month. It was
quite an ordeal for one who lives alone. Being
housebound she used her time to read, study
and prepare for the Memorial. Three days
before leaving on a flight for the Associated
Bible Students of Central Ohio Convention, it
was uncertain if the cast would be removed but
the Lord overruled and she was able to attend as planned.
■Sr. Edith Harp (2609 Merrittview Ln., Cincinnati, OH 45231, email: Edithharp@fuse.net) experienced a slight stroke February 18
while attending the Associated Bible Students
of Central Ohio Convention. The Lord
answered her prayers that she did not disrupt
the convention. She was met by her
granddaughter on the homeward journey and
brought to the emergency room in her
hometown. Added difficulties in the
experience included the ice and bitter cold of
winter and the temporary lack of her husband's
(Br. Bill) driver's license. The Lord took care of all the details and
Sr. Edith returned home after three days in the hospital. Br. Bill and
Sr. Edith express their "...appreciation to all the brethren for their
love and prayers and the cards, e-mails, phone calls, flowers. We
truly have a wonderful support system and a wonderful heavenly
Father who takes care of all our needs." As the Harps are the last
members of the Cincinnati Ecclesia they regularly drive eighty
miles to meet with brethren in Columbus, Indiana on Sundays and
fifty miles to meet with the brethren in Wilmington, Ohio on
Wednesdays, where they are a blessing to the friends. Hymn 121
"The Lord Will Provide."
■Sr. Paula Ashley (424 Foursome Ave. , Akron, OH 44313, e-mail:
jpashley @netzero.net ) on February 16 endured a seven-hour
surgery to remove a tumor on her pancreas.
Pathology reports indicated a two centimeter
cancerous growth contained within. Doctors
removed her gall bladder and two cancerous
lymph nodes out of eleven nodes examined.
She was released from the hospital on the fifth
day which is unusual as the normal hospital
stay for this surgery is two to three weeks. The
doctor attributed this to her healthy life style.
The surgeon, whom Sr. Paula did not select, was described as "the
best surgeon between Chicago and New York in dealing with
See Afflicted page 17
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Entered Into Rest
"Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation," Luke 2: 29, 30

Resting From His Labors
Mk. Albert Sheppelbaum rests from his labors after 66 years of
walking in the Master's footsteps. In the Lord's providence he and
his beloved wife Sr. Anastasia moved
in 2002 to the Bible Students
Retirement Center where he spent his
last days surrounded by brethren. He
fell January 4 and broke his hip. In the
Lord's mercy he suffered only three
weeks and died January 25 at age 89.
Br. Albert began his consecrated life
in Chicago after leaving the
Lutheran Church. His convictions
were tested early when, on his
wedding day in 1941, he received his
draft notice for service in WWII. As
a conscientious objector he served in
various locations for three years. The
Chicago Class utilized his talents as
elder for many years. His gentle spirit, thoughtful judgment, clarity
of expression and solid support of the Harvest Message gave him a
respected voice that guided the brethren through times of growth
and change.
In 1966 the Chicago Ecclesia decided to reproduce the "Reprints," with the Sheppelbaums providing able assistance for the

collating work. Many hands helped in this enormous task of printing
1,000 sets of 6,000 pages each. After the brethren printed the pages
they were sent to the Sheppelbaum home where they were collated
by hand and stored until being sent to a commercial binder. The
Sheppelbaums realized it was the Lord's work and the Lord's home.
For two years, twenty brethren gladly sacrificed eight hours every
Saturday to promote the writings of "that faithful and wise servant."
This experience was an illustration to them of the scripture, "Is
anything too hard for the Lord?..." Genesis 18:14
For many years Br. Albert and Sr. Anastasia traveled, spending
their vacation time on pilgrim trips serving the brethren in many
classes and conventions. In 1968 they took a pilgrim trip to Europe,
traveling to France, Germany, Switzerland, England, Ireland, Scotland and Poland.
Br. Albert's employer transferred him to California in 1978 where
he served the brethren as elder in the Divine Plan Bible Students
Ecclesia in the Los Angeles area. He continued to labor serving the
brethren, supporting the Lord's work and his people until the Lord
said, "It is enough."
He will be missed by his wife of 65 years, Sr. Anastasia (1801 NE
201 Ave. F3, Fairview, OR 97024) and his Truth family of brethren
who have known him these many years. Brs. Jerry Leslie and George
Wilmott conducted his memorial service at the Bible Students
Retirement Center February 3 with more than 100 in attendance.

■ Sr. Helica Obiageri Uzor-Ohiri, of the Ohoba Ecclesia ended her
earthly pilgrimage January 24, at age 88, after suffering with
diabetes. She learned the Truth in 2004 through her son Br. Maurice.
Old age and sickness prevented her from being immersed. Surviving
are her husband Livinus; three daughters: Cathrine Agughala,
Cecilia Monweya and Julina Ene; one son: Br. Maurice (Ohoba
Postal Agency, Owerriimo State, Nigeria, e-mail: kelechiuzor4u
@yahoo.com); 20 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Br.
Cajetan Egbu conducted the funeral service March 17 with the topic
"The Homecoming of Our Dead," to a group of more than 500. Bible
Students literature including tracts and magazines were distributed.

chairman and secretary. His stabilizing influence will be missed by
the Toronto Ecclesia.
He is survived by five children: Dave, John, Darlene Owen, Tom
and Tim; ten grandchildren and great-grandchildren. His wife
preceded him in death eight months ago. Br. Ric Cunningham
conducted Br. Sam's witness January 3 to a group of 50.

Mk. Sam Olchowecki, age 83, of the Toronto Area Bible Students
finished his earthly walk December 27 after being bedridden in a
nursing home for the last year.
Raised Greek Orthodox, he looked
into the teachings of the Baptist and
Seventh Day Adventist churches
before hearing the "Divine Plan"
program on Vision TV more than ten
years ago. Later Br. Sam, along with
860 others, received an invitation
for the first follow-up meetings
sponsored by the Winnipeg
Ecclesia. He came to both meetings
led by Br. George Wilmott and
asked many questions. With regular
follow-up studies Br. Sam and
others consecrated and an ecclesia
was formed. As they are served by
visiting elders, Br. Sam was annually elected and gladly served as

Elk. Victor Gaidelis, of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia ended
his five-year battle with colon cancer February 8. During those five
years he experienced twenty-seven
radiation treatments and thirtyseven chemotherapy infusions, all
endured with faith and submission to
the Lord's will. Born in Lithuania in
1920, he experienced WWII and
Communism as a young man. Br.
Victor was incarcerated in POW
camps—some with as many as
40,000 prisoners. Eventually he was
sent to West Germany to work on a
farm in exchange for food. Here he
met his future wife Sr. Alfreda, who
was a friend of Sr. Olga Klug and Br.
and Sr. Ciesiak. Within a year after
their marriage in 1950, authorities
allowed them to leave Germany with one small suitcase. When they
arrived in New York, Catholic charities (which paid for their
overseas transport along with 13,000 other displaced persons) gave
them five dollars and two train tickets to Chicago where they lived
with their United States sponsors for the next thirteen months. After
See Entered into Rest page 12
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Our Brethren Speak
Psalms 40:9
we may grow closer together as we grow closer to the Lord and that
we may let our light shine and honor him in every step of our walk..."

"I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, 0 LORD, thou Icnowest."

Testimonies at New Albany-Louisville November 25
"Let the Light Shine"
Br. Harry Nugent, Clearwater (FL) Bible Students
"...There is something special about this convention...it is you.
There are brethren here I have gotten to know better and they are the
`cherry on the sundae.' I have been enriched...
I feel at home with you—as with remaining
members of Christ's body—what an honor.
"A few weeks back I was in the hospital and
I had some interesting witnessing experiences...
I went for an MRI and the lady performing the
test and I got on the subject of the Truth. She
was so interested that she would not let the
volunteer push me back to the room in the wheelchair. She pushed
me all the way back, asking me questions the whole way. Another
day, in comes a lady chaplain. She said, 'Oh, I am non-sectarian and
I am reading a fascinating book called Religions in America and
there are so many different views.' I told her Leo Rosten wrote the
book. She said, 'Oh, you knew Leo Rosten?' I said, 'Yes, I knew Leo
Rosten. He was at the same magazine I was at.' ...In any event, she
sat there for half an hour and I presented her the Truth. She was
Jewish, by the way, and was listening to the Truth—maybe, simply
because I knew Leo Rosten and she was a great admirer of his other
works. After she listened to every word I had to say, she said, 'I came
to be a comfort to you and you have comforted and enlightened me.
Thank you so much.'
"The next day in comes a Catholic priest. I said, 'Have you come
to give me the last rites?' He said, 'I know you are a Protestant, Mr.
Nugent.' He was a nice fellow—I liked him. He was not walking
around with rosary beads and a long face. He was regular and had
a quick wit about him. He was not defensive and was not trying to
push anything, so we discussed the Truth a little. Quite frankly, I do
not know what I said to him Mary [Sr. Nugent] said we were
bantering back and forth...He said, 'I just want you to get well and
continue to do your preaching.' I thought that was rather nice.
"On my last day a male nurse came in. We talked about cabbages
and kings and he said, 'I am watching a show where people get in
touch with their relatives who have died. What do you think of that?'
I said, 'Well, the scriptures say, 'For the living know that they shall
die: but the dead know not any thing... ' (Ecclesiastes 9:5) I thought,
`Now if you want to talk to someone who does not know anything,
it is up to you.' But I said, 'Not only does he not know anything but
he is not even there. What you are witnessing is an antique, the oldest
lie known, when in the garden of Eden it was said, ' ...ye shall not
surely die.' (Genesis 3:4) Religions in general are doing everything
they can to uphold that lie.' He started listening to me. I do not know
why he came in and raised the subject unless he heard others talking.
In any event he was interested but I was getting dressed to go home.
He kept coming back asking me if I wanted water and trying to keep
the conversation going. That was the last of it. If you want to
witness ...get sick, because you have wonderful opportunities ...The
Truth appeals to some people, or at least has their curiosity. The
important thing is not to 'give a witness,' but to be a witness and to
let the light shine. That light is not mine but the Lord's—may my
character reflect it. That is what I want to do...I do not want to be
clever but to serve him. I am so honored that he lets me...I pray that

Giving a Taste of the Kingdom
Sr. Gloria Carpenter, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Bible Students
"...Almost a year ago, when our class voted on speakers—we all had
input, of course—we wondered when everything came together
what kind of spiritual food we would
have...This little convention has brought us
unique spiritual food and has provided
blessings. I love the thought in Br.
Szarkowicz's talk about glorifying God in our
life, for it might be that the light we have
shining could be the only hope that someone
might see...We want to share what is in our
hearts, not only verbally but by our actions—and we pray it will have
a good effect on someone and give them a taste of the Kingdom. I
have taken many notes...especially things that would comfort my
son who has multiple sclerosis. I will share these wonderful thoughts
with him... I pray that everyone who came had a blessing and will
return again..."
Conventions, Very Dear
Sr. Evelyn Doran, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Bible Students
"...I was thinking how much alike we are. We have weekly and
Sunday meetings in our ecclesias—but how much more at a
convention we share with those we do not see
often and we are able to be a help somehow by
what we say. Conventions are dear to me, and
probably more so now that I cannot attend
them like I did at one time. I am grateful for
those who came. Especially those who
traveled long distances...I am glad that you are
willing to share your experiences and show us
that you are happy to be with us...
"The Lord has richly blessed us with the discourses. I have one
deaf ear and will have to listen to the tapes later to be able to absorb
the fine points that I did not hear. I hope that somehow all of us have
been strengthened in our faith because we have some things ahead
of us that will require strong faith, I feel. I think that the Lord has
given that to all of us... All is in the hands of the Lord. I am thankful
I am still here, even though I do not always know why..."
Sharing Mountaintop and Valley Experiences
Br. Jim Tevis, Central Kentucky Bible Students
"...Testimonies are wonderful...brethren give mountaintop and
valley experiences... I have heard testimonies by brethren in which
it seemed they were talking about a speck in
their eye; and I am wrestling with a big old
beam stuck in my own... Testimonies give me
something I can meditate upon at home...and
give me strength and comfort. Not comfort that
someone is going through an experience but
comfort in knowing that someone can relate to
me and I can share in their experiences...I have
enjoyed myself today and would like to say to each of you that I love
you."

Small Experiences in the Hand of God
Sr. Wendy Abell, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Bible Students
"...It has been a rich experience to be here with you. All I need to
do is look and I can find a blessing from everyone here. It helps me
to let go of things that bother me in my daily
trials and concentrate on the Lord and his
people and how they touch my life...
"I have had a number of experiences recently that have shown me God's hand in my
life. I am thankful for them. The different
thoughts from the platform the last two days
reminds me how the Pastor harmonized scriptures that seemed to conflict...
"As one of the speakers said, ' Nothing in our life is insignificant,'
and I had two experiences recently [that relate to this thought]. One
was temporal. My son choose to attend a school out of his district
and we were under the impression that he would get transportation
to that school but the request was denied. We started fighting the
battle because I had to drive him back and forth every day, around
25 minutes each trip, twice a day. It was taxing. We met with the
school system [officials] and weeks went by without a word. Finally
I received a call that they are going to provide his transportation. I
know that is strictly from the Lord and the prayers of my brethren and
it enabled me to witness to my son. I looked at him and said, 'This
is nothing short of the hand of God in our lives, because no child gets
special transportation in this school system.'
"Another experience was one on injustice. It might seem small
and trivial but, to me, it was a wonderful application of God's
righteousness. My youngest son Chandler had a field trip at school
on a Thursday. He got in trouble the first part of the week and a note
was sent home for us to sign and return. Nothing on the note said that
if the note was not returned he could not go. We filled it out and
returned it the next day. I almost never do errands after dropping
Chandler off at school but the morning of the field trip (he was all
excited and ready to go) I ran an errand on the way home. When I
arrived at the house, there was a message from the teacher stating I
had not returned the note from earlier in the week and she was calling
to see if I was home because he was now unable to go on the field
trip...I was angry. I did not know at the time that I had a right to be
angry because it was unjust. I felt he was wrongly accused. I asked
the Lord to guide me and he directed me to [call] someone in the class
who I love and trust. I said, 'You have got to help me through this.
I am angry and I do not know what to make of this whole situation.'
So we talked. I realized the whole situation was from the Lord...I
contacted the teacher and she handled it beautifully. I told her we
did return the note. She found it and apologized to me. I told her,
`I do not want you to apologize to me; I want you to apologize to my
son, who was hurt and wronged.' She did talk with him about it, for
which I am thankful I am grateful to think that when there are
situations we may be angry about, we can handle them with the
Lord's care. In the Kingdom we are going to have to deal with people
and help them. It was a great tool for my son to learn that injustice
is wrong but at the same time people make mistakes. That is
something he needed to learn. I am thankful the Lord uses the
smallest events in my life to teach me lessons and keep me on
track..."
Keep on Walking, Being Strong
Sr. Ela Chastain, Columbus (IN) Bible Students
"...I have received rich spiritual blessings. I came to see Br. Daniel
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[Szarkowicz]...the two of us go way back. The memories are
precious...Listening to his discourse and the spiritual food he
brought forth was a wonderful blessing and it was strengthening. He
spoke about the lives of the Apostles, what they sacrificed and what
they stood for. The experiences we have gone through recently have
been strengthening too. It is something I have to do: Keep on
walking, being strong... "
Testimonies at Chicago December 30, 31
Just Trust in the Lord—and Wait on Him
Br. Brad Lanier, Wenatchee Area (WA) Bible Students
"... I was baptized in May two and one-half years ago. I was looking
for the Truth and it found me. I am grateful. At that time and for the
past two and one-half years I have gone
through many struggles. What I learned to do
was to trust in my Lord. I needed to just show
up and do what was in front of me, trusting that
the Lord would provide. He always did. I
always had a roof over my head and food on the
table. At one time I wondered how long it was
going to be there. Everything was provided.
I cannot explain how that happened, other than the Lord provided.
"I wanted to do other things with my work but opportunities were
not opening. Through this I learned a lot of patience and trust. This
past year my wife, of seventeen years, decided she wanted to go back
to Cambodia more than she wanted to stay here. With everything
that has happened one thing has been consistent—the Lord and the
brethren enveloped me and held me up when I was falling. I now have
been blessed with a job and work in which I am able to travel and see
the brethren. I never dreamed that I would be here in Chicago. This
is awesome. To be able to do this is overwhelming. I am looking
forward to the next year. I get to use my talents and I get to be with
all of you. If any of you are struggling, trust in the Lord and wait on
him He is faithful—always..."
A Difficult Time
Sr. Lorraine Baker, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia
"I wanted to bring the love of my mother Sr. Pat Trzyna. She was
hoping to attend some of the convention but my grandmother Sr.
Florence Urycki (See Entered into Rest) has
taken a turn for the worse. Many of you know
she has not been well for many years. I ask an
interest in your prayers for my mother because
she is going through a difficult time. We know
that seeing one in the Truth who is about to die
is happy but sad because physically we will
miss that person's presence. It is difficult to
watch someone die. Please pray for my mother' s strength, that she
will be able to get through this experience..."
The Lord is Sticking with Me
Br. Jerry Moore, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia
"...I thank the Lord for his many blessings and for sticking with me.
In May, I started a new career after five and one-half years of being
unemployed. Two lessons have come from this. I have been driving
a semi-truck since May, mostly runs from Milwaukee to Chicago and
the suburbs. I learned early that one man's curse could be another
See
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man's blessing. According to the company it should take about
eight hours but it actually takes about fourteen. I listen to tapes while
I am driving—four or five tapes—eight or ten discourses a day while
stuck in traffic. The more traffic there is the more I get to listen. So
when you are thinking about how awful the traffic is on your way
home from work, think about what a blessing it is for me. Know that
it is helping my spiritual growth. The other lesson has been a
surprise. Listening to the talks from the General Conventions and
the Chicago Conventions from 1972-1979 has been a blessing—to
hear old time brethren that are no longer with us ...Another blessing
is to hear some of the brethren give early talks and then hear them
give a talk ten or fifteen years later. One brother apologized to those
who heard his talk twenty years ago because he changed his view on
a point or position. It builds this nice spiritual cocoon in my truck.
I am feeling good about ...the Lord being with me and with the
experiences I am having. What has been a surprise is how changeable
our experiences may be. I can pull into a place and they say, 'You
know we are not going to be able to unload you for two hours,' which
completely throws the rest of the week off because of the way our
schedule works; or someone may have a bad day and not greet me
very nicely...In a discourse Br. Tim Krupa spoke that it is one thing
to know the right things but another to have them crystallized so well
that they become our automatic response. I thought after thirty plus
years in the way that my responses would have been more
crystallized—more set. It has been disappointing and a rude
awakening...I am glad that the Lord is sticking with me...I see his
hand every day. I am thankful for my wife Debbie—for the heart she
has—because five and one-half years without working has taken its
toll. She and the kids have toughed it out but it has been hard to say,
`We cannot go there,' or 'We cannot have this.' I have been amazed
by how little you can get by with and how much we took for granted.
I feel that I have had a rebirth or new start. I am hoping for a few
changes because fourteen hours is working out for me spiritually but
it is tough on the family. I am starting with a new account so maybe
it will be more regular. One of the hardest things for a parent is to
know when to intervene. The Lord gave me enough rope and has
intervened. I am hoping that I have gained the lessons that I need
and that I am being rightly exercised by the experiences..."
Thanking the Lord for Trials
Sr. Donna Mitcham, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"I thank the Lord for my trials...I have learned much through them.
I have been rained on and stormed on. I have cried and learned that
there is a reason for each trial. My son got sick
and I found out early on that I had what he had
which was a blessing. I broke my knee and
ankle, which led to another blessing. While
away from my home to get a walking cast, my
house caught on fire. Since I have a lung
condition, it would have been serious for me if
I had been there... We found someone to fix our
home but he ran out on us. Then another blessing came when we
found out that we had bad wiring in the home. If [the repairman] had
not walked out on us, he would have closed it up and the wiring
would have been overlooked. We also learned we had a leak in the
basement because the foundation was cracked. The village
[inspector] said everything we had fixed would need to be torn out
because we did not have a work permit. Then the sump pump went

out and flooded the basement. That was covered by insurance. We
found another leak and another foundation crack and were able to
get that fixed. It has been a hard year ...but...I thank the Lord. I
learned through this year that he is there and he does hear my cries ..."
"It Will Build My Character..."
Sr. Stephanie Kuenzli, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia
"I have not seen everyone yet but I am receiving overwhelming
support from the brethren. I have been diagnosed with nonHodgkin's lymphoma—a type of cancer. I am
26 and young to get this and I was surprised. I
have a one-year-old child so it will be difficult.
I start chemotherapy on Tuesday. Chris
[husband] and I wanted to put off
chemotherapy until then so that we could
come here. We knew we would get a spiritual
boost...The Milwaukee Class has been
wonderful as well as our family. My brother Ben, his wife and baby
are moving to Milwaukee from California. So many blessings are
coming out of this even though it is hard. I guess I am scared even
though I do not like to admit it. I am thankful that it is me—and I
am where I want to be to go through this. I would not want it to happen
to my brother or sister. It would be so much harder...Overall I am
doing well because God is helping me and I know that everyone is
praying for us. I know that is why we are feeling as strong as we are
and that I am going to learn good things from this experience. It will
build my character—God is molding me and will do things that will
only benefit me. I am receiving blessings even from those I come in
contact with who are not in the Truth. They make me feel blessed
that I may have an effect on their life... this [cancer] is an aggressive
kind and we do not have much of a choice but to do chemotherapy.
I want to thank everyone for the support. Please continue to pray for
us because that is what is keeping us going..."
A Special Family
Br. Sean Humphreys, Southwest Bible Students of Phoenix (AZ)
"I am here with my wife Sr. Melanie. I am
thankful to be here with you. The talks have
been quite lovely instruction. I have not been
able to greet all of you but I do ask the heavenly
Father's tender mercy and direction upon each
one of you undergoing whatever experiences
that you are having in the narrow way. We are
one special family. It is a blessing to be a part
of this family."
"A Profound Impact on My Life"
Br. Aaron Marten, North Seattle (WA) Bible Students
"I have been in Seattle for about three years and it has been a blessing
filled experience. One of the lessons I have
received is to take advantage of opportunities
when they are afforded me...I thank the
Chicago brethren for the camps and seminars
arranged throughout the years. The interaction
that I had with brethren and my being closer to
them while I was growing up, have had a
profound impact on my life. My dealings with
others and my understanding of the Lord's plan for mankind have
been an incredible blessing..."
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Testimonies at Columbus, Ohio February 18

Testimonies at Rockland, New York February 25

Apostles Prepared to Serve Us
Br. Richard Stewart, Phoenix (AZ) Bible Students
"Being here has been ...a special experience because our whole
family is together here...A study I had recently along the lines of the
theme of this convention. ['The Apostles,'] ... the parables...They
were designed for the Apostles as lessons—principles. Although
they could not then grasp how to apply it, when the spirit came, they
would not only be easily remembered but the lesson would come
forth. I appreciated how much the Lord was preparing the Apostles
so that they could serve us. I picked up a lot of good thoughts at this
convention that I have not heard before..."

Witnessing at Airports, Parks and Stores
Sr. Jean Dolan, Middletown (NY) Ecclesia
"I have come from a mountaintop experience... I was able to go to
the Sacramento Convention where... I saw Sr. Marjorie [Theis] from
the Retirement Center. Sr. Joan Kilgore has
been instrumental in helping her get to the
Sacramento Convention for a few years now...
It was wonderful to have fellowship with the
friends that I have not seen for many years. Now
with the gracious goodness of dear Br. Joe
[husband], I am able to go to the Orlando
Convention. He is very kind in allowing me to
do these trips. The Lord has been good in
providing many opportunities of witnessing to his Truth—in
airports, parks and stores. It has been heart-filling for me. Nothing
is impossible with him—to even use me a weak vessel—to bring his
Word. I bring the love and greetings from our son Joseph who is still
in Jerusalem. He moved from the roof of the hostel where his tent was
since September. An opportunity opened when someone rented a
building as a shelter for homeless men. This is a real challenge for
him as a young man. I ask an interest in your prayers on his behalf
and also on behalf of our little class. We just started a study in
Revelation."

"Strive with All of My Being"
Br. David Harp, Columbus (OH) Bible Students
"I thank our heavenly Father for his many overruling providences
in my life, especially over the past six months. When we left the
Jackson Labor Day Convention, we did not
realize the experiences that lay ahead. The
Lord directed all of the issues while we were in
northern Michigan away from everybody.
Brethren from Michigan came up and helped
us. When I saw the neurosurgeon in December
she was pleased with my progress. She said I
did not have to see her again until April at
which time she would take x-rays. I thought, 'She does not realize
that the heavenly Father's hand was in this recovery and how the
prayers of the brethren had helped' ... 'the prayers of a righteous man
availeth much.' We thank you for the prayers and cards with
messages of encouragement...—over 100 cards from brethren
throughout the country—some of whom we do not even know. We
thank you for the flowers and calls inquiring about our progress and
for visits from brethren who came up from Detroit and Grand Rapids.
We do not know exactly why we had the experience—and we may
never know why—but this experience has drawn me a lot closer to
the brethren and has made me realize what a wonderful family we
have. I want to strive with all of my being to remain faithful and be
a part of that family That is my prayer for each and every one of you."
A Passionate Zionist for a Long Time
Br. Rick Bauch, Metro Detroit (MI) Ecclesia
"I have been in the Truth for about a year... I met my wife Suzanne
at the Ann Arbor art fair where she and Sr. Shannah Dutka had a booth.
I had been a Zionist for a long time... I thought they were antiZionists, so I decided that I would confront them. I found out they
were on my side—which surprised me. About a year ago we were
married. I have been learning the Truth. I had my first discussion
at work on the 'trinity.' People at work know I've gotten married and
that I am in another direction and they are curious about what I
believe. They talked about us not believing in the trinity. I said,
`Well, I could not understand how God died.' That always brings
silence because nobody else can explain it either... I put the video
`Israel Appointment With Destiny' on the local area cable access...a
good way to reach a lot of people in a short time. If you live in the
local access area, they will play what you bring them for the most
part. It is a good way to spread the Truth. I feel it is my duty to do
that. I struggled for a long time regarding Israel— supporting them
financially but hitting one dead end after another. I went to
synagogues, churches and many different places. Thankfully,
through the Lord, I met Sr. Suzanne and found the Truth... "

Prayers on behalf of Br. Victor Osinaike's Family
Br. Richard Suraci, Sr., New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"It is a wonderful privilege to see all of you and to enjoy your
fellowship. We were able to attend a service for Br. Victor [Osinaike]
on behalf of his beloved ten-year-old daughter
who passed away. Last year, brethren got
together and purchased a bike for her. She sent
us pictures of her riding the bike, but it took so
long for her letter to get to the US that we
received it after she had died. Br. Victor has
been like a son to us. He lived one year with
us and then moved next door to our son's
home. He is a deacon in our class. Brethren
came from all over to be with him and give him the encouragement
he needed. He is having a tough time Contributions have enabled
him to go home to be with his wife and the brethren in Nigeria for
a month... Our son-in-law... videotaped the beautiful service which
included the music we sang... It was a blessing that he could do this
for Br. Victor. We ask an interest in your prayers for Br. Victor and
his family "
Both Discouragements and Encouragements
Br. Ken Fernets, New York Bible Students
"At the present time we are doing volunteer work at the Dawn... We
are faced with discouragements from time to time. The other day a
detective and a policeman came to the plant.
They were investigating whoever mailed the
booklet, 'When A Man Dies.' Apparently the
man who received it was upset because he had
some family problems and he called the police
saying that someone was after his life. So, the
Dawn was after his life. We explained things to
them and told them what the circumstances
were and then everything was fine. Many people call in and say,
`You do not believe in hell fire?' No. 'Well if you do not believe
in hell fire and do not print it in your book, I will take you to court.'
We do have discouragements—but we also have a lot of
See Brethren page 15
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Rejoicing in Fellowship and Study
We are pleased to bring you the following
submission from Sr. Viorica Rosca of a
recent trip she undertook with Br. Allen
Springer to be with the brethren of
Germany. Her insightful and reflective
account we pray will be enlightening to our
readership. Ed.

On November 2, 2006, we began a trip for
which we felt a divine blessing, even before
its start. We were able to purchase two roundtrip tickets for less than the regular price of
one round-trip ticket.
A comfortable modern bus took us 1,000
miles from Romania to Frankfurt, Germany
in 28 hours. During that time we read, had
discussions, admired the scenery and broke
bread. Frankfurt is a city with a diverse
population and we saw many Arabs—in
their traditional clothing—as well as Chinese, Japanese and Africans.
The fulfillment of Daniel's prophecy,
"many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased," (Daniel 12:4) was eas-

ily seen. How accurately did Sir Isaac Newton foresee (though in small measure) that
science and technology would advance. The
airport in Frankfurt is one of the largest and
busiest in the world. The train station connects surface trains with the subway system.
High-speed trains travel at speeds of up to
200 miles per hour...The extensive network
of superhighways is among the best in Europe.
From Frankfurt we were taken by Br.
Stefan Thieme and his fiancd Sr. Wiebke to
the Thieme home in Darmstadt—about 30
miles south of Frankfurt. Sr. Lidia and the
family members warmly welcomed us.
On Saturday, November 4, we visited Sr.
Wiebke in her home, about 30 miles from
Darmstadt. She requested a study on Consecration and the Baptism of the New Creation
and symbolized her consecration by water
immersion soon
thereafter. Br.
Allen Springer
led the study in
Romanian and
Br. Stefan translated into German. The study
Br. Stefan and Sr. Wiebke included a discussion of the
steps necessary to be accepted by God—as
typified in the Tabernacle arrangement—
and the necessity for self-denial and taking
up our cross. The study was followed by a
discussion of the importance of symboliz-

ing one's consecration by water immersion...
Sunday morning, November 5, we went
with Sr. Lidia, Br. Stefan and Sr. Wiebke to
their ecclesia meeting in Ludwigshafen. On
the way there we saw exit signs for Worms
and were happy to be so close to the place
where Martin Luther
defended
his writings before
the tribunal, thus
advancing
Br. Hans and Sr. Ruth Ranik
the Reformation.
At the meeting in Ludwigshafen, the brethren were holding their annual elections. Br.
Hans Ranik, the leader, provided us the
opportunity to bring love and greetings. A
discussion on the divine regulations for electing class
servants,
as presented in
the Bible
and Stud-

should actually be the last verse of chapter
7. Parallels were drawn to Psalm 46:10 and
1 Kings 19:12... Sr. Uschi showed us an
explanation of the word "silence" from a
book of comments on Revelation, compiled
by her from Reprints translated into German...
Br. Sven arrived Monday afternoon with
his wife Christine and their baby daughter
Leah. We studied Revelation 16, especially
the sixth plague in verses 12-16...
Later that afternoon, Br. Johannes arrived
home from work and the discussion centered
on parallels between the time before the
Flood "in the days of Noah" and the Second
Presence of our Lord "in the days of the Son
of Man"... Opinions were expressed on the
number of people that would die in anarchy,
the majority view being that a large proportion would remain after Jacob's Trouble, as
we understood it from the prophecies of

ies in the
Scriptures, fol-

lowed.
They decided that
eighty
percent
would be
required
to be
elected.
All nominated were
elected
Back: Srs. Dorchen Kotoulas, Uschi Kotoulas, Viorica Rosca, and Lidia Thieme,
unaniBrs. Johannes Kotoulas, Allen Springer Couch: Sr. Hilde Cyrus, Christine Kruse,
mously.
Br. Sven Kruse, Leah Kruse
Regular
business occupied the remaining time and Zechariah 14:16-18 and Zephaniah 3:9.
After the study, Sr. Uschi brought out a
we left quickly in order to catch the train
from Darmstadt to Dortmund. Sr. Uschi Ko- large, old Luther Bible. A note in the back
toulas and her daughter Dorchen were wait- stated that it had been rescued from a fire in
ing when we arrived and took us to their 1814. Interesting footnotes were scattered
home for dinner.
throughout, including one at the end of
After dinner we had a study on the parable Daniel in which the Papacy was identified as
of the ten virgins, by request of Br. Johannes the Antichrist. The Kotoulas family received
Kotoulas, led by Br. Springer. Parallels were the Bible from a Polish brother who stayed
drawn to the account in 1 Kings 19:1-8...
with them during a time when brethren were
Monday morning, November 6, we be- persecuted in Poland.
gan our studies by examining the seventh
The next morning we viewed photoseal of Revelation 8:1, which Br. Allen stated graphs, including those of a German brother

who lived in Israel and taught Jewish children about the prophecies of the reestablishment of natural Israel in their own land.
Afterwards, we studied the "Parable of the
Sheep and Goats." Br. Sven asked about our
understanding of the use of the Ransom
merit for the Church before it is applied to the

Marx was born nearby in the city of Chemnitz. The seven-hour train ride involved a
number of close connections but, by the
Lord's grace, we made all of them. On the
longer portions we were able to discuss many
Scriptures. One discussion involved Jesus'
stay in Samaria for two days when he stated
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rented room. Sr. Lidia met with this ecclesia
when she lived in Leipzig until she left nine
years ago. The meeting started with a discourse by Br. Allen entitled: "The Sky is
Falling." Br. Stefan had translated the lesson
in advance and Sr. Lidia read in German as
Br. Allen read in English. The brethren were

Brs. Bennie, Adolph Debski, Sr. Viorica Rosca, Br. Allen Springer, Sr. Wiebke, Br. Stefan Thieme, Jacob Kaleta, Sr. Barbara Kaleta

world.
After lunch we prepared for our departure
via Intercity Express—a bullet train that
travels at speeds of nearly 200 m.p.h. Much
of the route was through
tunnels. Though our fastest speed was "only" 150
m.p.h., it was still somewhat frightening. During
the ride we discussed the
destruction of Damascus
from Isaiah 17:10...
Wednesday morning,
at the home of Sr. Lidia,
we studied the chapter in
Volume Five, on the "Witnesses of the Spirit." After
lunch, Br. Stefan and Sr.
Wiebke arrived and we left
with them to visit Br. Hans
and Sr. Ruth Ranik in their
beautiful and comfortable
apartment. There we had a
study on the "Establishment of the Kingdom of
God"—based on Micah
4:1-4—led by Br. Allen.
Much of our discussion centered on the
smiting of the image in Daniel 2. Sr. Ruth
later told us some of her family history,
especially concerning her mother, who was
Jewish and suffered because of this.
The next morning we left early with Sr.
Lidia to catch a train to Oberlungwitz, which
was part of Communist East Germany. Karl

his mission, and that of the disciples, was to
go only to the "lost sheep of the house of
Israel." (John 4:40; Matthew 10:6; 15:24)
We also discussed Romans 11:25, which is

thankful for the meeting and visit and asked
us to return when the heavenly Father might
permit. We quickly ate a meal prepared by
the restaurant and were whisked away to the
train station. Our entire
stay was less than three
hours. The trains back to
Darmstadt were late on
every leg of the journey
causing concerns about
making connections but
the Lord overruled and we
arrived home at 11:30 p.m.
The next day, Friday,
we stayed at the Thieme
apartment and had some
time in the morning to process our e-mail. After lunch
we had two studies: "The
Parable of the Good Samaritan" and "Psalm 45."
Saturday, November
11, we left with Br. Stefan
and Sr. Wiebke for Stuttgart to visit the family of
Br. Daniel Kaleta. During
the drive we discussed the
translated incorrectly in many Romanian subject of baptism, the best methods of
versions as: "...apartoflsraelwasblinded..." study—in the ecclesia and privately—and
The correct translation is: "...blindness in many questions from Sr. Wiebke. At the
Kaleta home the whole family welcomed us
part has happened unto Israel..."
One of the local brothers was waiting for warmly. The three children were friendly
us at the train station and took us to a quiet and obedient. Br. Bennie, from India arrived
restaurant where six brothers and three sis- soon after and then Br. Adolph Debski, from
ters from nearby places were gathered in a
See Rejoicing page 16
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the "Divine Plan" program. As a result of the
public meetings, the present Toronto Ecclesia was organized. Three brethren, whose
first contact with the
Bible Students was
by means of the "Divine Plan" program,
started meeting with
the brethren and, in
the course of time,
were elected elders
in their respective
ecclesias. A large
number of others,
after meeting with
the brethren, have
symbolized their
consecrations. Over
the years the Newsletter has reported
many of these immersions. The thousands who have not
Br. Bill Gill modifying tapes
made contact with

Broadcasting From page 1

worked for a Louisville, Kentucky television station where arrangements had been

made for televising the "Divine Plan" program— took
a position in which he had
contact with the Nashville
Network. One day this man
phoned offering time on
the Nashville Network.
The way was opened to
have coverage all across
the United States. Still later,
several different national
networks were used. Currently, the "Divine Plan"
program is broadcast by the
GSN Network, which
reaches thousands of
people across the nation
every Thursday morning
at 6:30, Eastern and Pacific time zones.
Several years ago an
agency purchased time on the Vision Network, which reaches all of Canada. This
agency had its own religious program, which
Vision would not accept, but the "Divine
Plan" program was acceptable. After several
years of using the Vision Network, the company decided they wanted programs which
used Canadian labor, at least in part. In the
divine providence, time opened on CLT
[Canadian Learning Television] but the coverage was severely decreased. Recently, the
policy of the Vision Network has changed,
and thus, the "Divine Plan" is back on that
network at 5:00 AM (Eastern time zone) on
Thursdays and Saturdays.
Several years ago public meetings on a
Friday night and again on a Sunday were
held in the Toronto area. Invitations were
sent to many people who had responded to

their time and talent assisting the efforts of
the Fort Worth Ecclesia. During the lifetime
of Sr. Ruth and Br. David Wilmott, these
precious ones accomplished much work.
(Revelation 14:13) A thank you is due for
the efforts of other members of the ecclesia
as well as many faithful brethren who attended the Fort Worth Conventions several
years ago and stayed to pack literature for
future mailings. The cooperative effort of
many brethren, as well as friends of the Truth
who have supported the work by financial
means, is also acknowledged. At this late
hour in the Harvest of the Gospel Age, there
is still much work to be done by the fully
consecrated.
The phone calls received and the e-mail
messages that reach us indicate that many
people in the world, who have a measure of
faith, are having difficult experiences. The
anointed are commissioned to comfort those
who mourn. (Isaiah 61:1-3) After watching
the "Divine Plan" on February 15, 2007, one
viewer said, "My husband died 18 years ago.
My son is an alcoholic. I
am very depressed and
need help badly. Your
program helped me this
morning." (OH) Another
viewer said, "I am not
well. I enjoy the 'Divine
Plan' program Thank
you very much. God bless
you." (FL) Another regular viewer said, "You are
in my prayers." (AL) A
viewer from Pennsylvania said, "I enjoyed the
program immensely." A
lady from Ontario said
that it was an "amazing
program, fantastic—I just
loved it." A young man
from Canada (34 years of

Sr. Ruth Wilmott and Sr. Florence Niemyski

the Bible Students, it is hoped, will never
forget what they had learned by watching
the program. The Chart of the Ages, which is
used extensively on the program, has had a
profound impact on many
During the ministry of our dear Lord at the
first advent and continuing down through
the Gospel Age, including the preaching of
the glad tidings by Pastor Russell, the adversary endeavored to stop the proclamation of
the Truth in one way or another. However,
the heavenly Father overruled. The work of
proclaiming the Truth continued without
interruption, and still continues, by the grace
of the heavenly Father. For approximately
five years, Br. Bill Gill has undertaken the
responsibility of duplicating and mailing
television tapes to various stations. Both Br.
Bill and Sr. Estelle have contributed much of

Br. Bill Gill and Br. David Wilmott

age) has corresponded several times by means
of e-mail. One time he said, "I am afraid of
people. I am afraid people will hurt me when
See Broadcasting page 15
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Serving Our Brethren
"Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church." I Corinthians 14:12

New Book On 'Pastor Russell' Released
A new book on the life and legacy of Pastor
Russell has recently been published. More
than ten years in the making, it is entitled

from efforts of the clergy to thwart the Truth
message. Two chapters deal specifically
with various slanderous charges that were
Pastor C.T. Russell: Messenger of raised against the Pastor, both in his day and
The carefully at the present time; these accused him of
Millennial Hope.
documented easy-to-read text begins with everything from lacking proper preaching
the early days of the Bible Students credentials to displaying questionable moral
movement and traces the movement's integrity. In airing these attacks maligning
growth in the late nineteenth and early the Pastor's character, the author encourages
twentieth century America. It highlights the the reader to note the bias of his detractors,
immense popularity the Pastor achieved as discern between honest and unfair criticism,
an independent preacher, Bible textbook and most important, not be dissuaded from
author and widely syndicated newspaper considering his enlightened teachings.
The final hectic days of the Pastor's mincolumnist with weekly summaries of his
Sunday sermons. An entire chapter is istry, the disappointment of 1914, and his
devoted to examining possible prophetic unexpected death shortly afterward are all
portrayals of the role of the Pastor in reviewed. Then follows an account of the
Scripture, including his own evaluation and vast changes in spirit, doctrine and policy
that occurred, as new leadership took over
cautions regarding this.
The book summarizes the Pastor' s funda- the helm of the Society.
mental beliefs on both basic doctrines and
The legacy of Pastor Russell is taken up
prophetic expectations and shows how these at length in the book's latter portion. Folthrust the Bible Students into taking the lowing the mass confusion after Pastor
leading role in advancing the Millenarian Russell's death, scattered Bible Students
concept and nearness of the Kingdom. At- regrouped and zealously carried on the work
tention is then given to the opposition that of Harvest as long as feasible. These groups
arose from Orthodox Church circles and

Bible Students Newsletter
The Bible Students Newsletter is a unique publication in the Truth
movement, designed to inform but not teach. We have reported on
many brethren who passed beyond the veil, following in the
footsteps of the Master. We rejoice that the incense from the coals
of their fiery trials was a sweet savor unto our heavenly Father. The
pages denoted to reporting the Afflicted and Isolated we pray are
inspirational, as well as informative, and that the Features, Stories,
News, Conventions and New Brethren sections are fulfilling their
intent of informing the brethren about Truth activities around the
world.
We ask for a continued interest in your prayers that the Newsletter
will continue, as it was designed, to be helpful to those of like

and activities are described in detail, including the outreach in radio and television,
republishing efforts, audiovisual projects
and Internet use, as well as conventions and
specialty facilities.
There is also a useful appendix section
with noteworthy quotations from the Pastor's
writings. These include concise doctrinal
statements, devotional guides and inspirational pen pictures, all quoted directly from
his works. It closes with an especially readable reproduction of the Chart of the Ages
and a handy key that explains the chart
symbols in brief form.
The attractive, hard bound book of over
450 pages is available at approximate cost of
printing and mailing for $10.00 to any address in the United States (ten percent discount for orders of five or more) while supplies last. It may be ordered either from the
Pastoral Bible Institute, 1425 Lachman Lane,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272; or from the
author, Charles F. Redeker, 5554 Pal Mal
Ave., Temple City, CA 91780. (If the supply
is exhausted, a second printing is contemplated, with new cost prevailing at that
time). CI

The Year in Review

precious faith walking in the narrow way.

Financial Report — 2006
Funds January 1, 2006
Income: Contributions
$4853.23
Expenses:
Printing
Postage
Miscellaneous/Supplies/Software
Balance December 31, 2006

$10,938.88

$3,835.00
$3,439.54
$1,171.12
$7,346.45

Bible Student Aid Foundation
This year was the most active year in the 20-year history of the Bible
Students Aid Foundation. More aid was needed and granted in 2006
than in any prior year. This included the distribution of muchneeded aid to brethren outside the United States. The Foundation
involves brethren helping brethren because all the funds distributed
to the brethren originated with the brethren Thank you for bearing
each other's burdens and for making it possible for us to allocate the
aid needed by so many of the Lord's little ones. Galatians 6:2
We encourage brethren to submit their applications for aid to the
bank at least three weeks before the aid is actually needed. There are
many steps that the trustees must take between the time an application is received and the time aid is granted. We want to do our best
to help the brethren not miss any financial deadlines they may face.
Anyone needing assistance or desiring assistance on behalf of
another may obtain a copy of the necessary application from the

Foundation's liaison, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 1976, New Albany, Indiana 47151-0197). Anyone
receiving aid should promptly send an acknowledgment letter to our
bank, Stock Yards Bank & Trust Company (P.O. Box 34290,
Louisville, Kentucky 40232-4290).

Financial Report - 2006
Total grants given to brethren in need
Cash contributions and bequests received

$ 202,950
$ 279,270

The Foundation also received several in-kind bequests of stocks,
bonds and mutual funds valued at approximately $451,644 which
have been added to the principal of the trust.
See Serving page 12
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Romanian-Moldovan Fund

The Iron Curtain fell in 1988, bringing Communism to an end in
Europe. To their great surprise, brethren in the West subsequently
learned of hundreds of brethren in Romania, Moldova and
eventually, Siberia. These dear ones had continued to follow the
Pastor's teachings during the difficult years under the heavy hand
of Communist rule. In 1990, through the efforts of the United States
brethren, the Romanian/Moldovan Fund was created to help those
newly discovered brethren in Christ. This past year's funds were sent
to Moldova, Romania and Siberia to assist the brethren in need. We
are thankful our heavenly Father has blessed the work and we are
thankful for the blessing of those brethren who provide the funding.
The Romanian/Moldovan Fund is administered through the
Miami Valley Bible Students, P.O. Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356.

Financial Report — 2006
Funds as of November 31, 2005

$ 194.65

Contributions:

$ 27,262.00

Withdrawals:
Humanitarian aid
Wire transfer fees

$11,040.00
$ 120.00

Balance on November 31, 2006

$16,296.65

The Divine Plan Foundation
The Divine Plan Foundation continues to support individual
ecclesia projects believed to be in harmony with Present Truth. We
are gratified that brethren continue to recognize the Divine Plan
Foundation's usefulness to harvest activities and wish to thank the
brethren who continue to provide funds for the Foundation to
disburse. Assistance for several worthy projects and needs have been
met throughout the past year. The funds have enabled ecclesias to
engage in a wider scope of activity in the Harvest work. Since our
last report, the ecclesias at Hope (IN), Oakland County (MI) and
Starkville (MS) have each requested and received a portion of
$1,700 for their activities.
Any brethren seeking financial assistance for Harvest work

projects, or wishing to contribute to the Foundation may write:
Divine Plan Foundation, do Allen Coffman, Secretary/Treasurer,
HC #1 Box 22, Bartonsville, Pennsylvania 18321, or call (570) 6295606.

Financial Report — 2006
Beginning balance at 01/01/2006
Income donations, interest dividends
Grants and other expenses
Ending balance at 12/31/2006

Volume Six
Available in Italian

Plentiful Opportunities
Due to the labors in the vineyard at
www.biblestudentsforum.com , there are
multiple requests by new interests to study
with Bible Students. To date, interests from
the cities below have requested contact with
the brethren:
Summerfield, FL
Harrisburg/Hershey, PA area
St. Pete, Clearwater and Pinellas Park, FL
San Diego, CA
Concord, CA (near San Francisco/Palo
Alto)
Tulsa, OK
Dixon, IL
Minneapolis, MN
Chattanooga, TN
Los Angeles, CA
Raleigh, NC
Euclid, OH

San Gabriel, CA
Knoxville, TN
Garland/Dallas, TX
Puerto Rico
Casper, WY
New Orleans, LA
Orofino, ID
Iran
If there are any classes or brethren interested in helping with this work, please contact: Rolando Rodriguez, Bible Students
Ministries, P.O. Box 6685, Bridgewater, NJ
08807-6685, www.biblestudents.net , (908)
917-8210. The forum pre-screens for interests and encourages new interests to read the
Divine Plan of the Ages before meeting with
the friends. We have found it useful to set up
the first meeting in a public place.D

Entered into Rest From page 3
■ Sr. Frances McKee, age 85, died March 26. She was the mother
of Sr. Bonita Heeg (1732 Merrydale Rd., Springfield, OH 45503, email: jnbheeg@sbcglobal.net) and grandmother of Sr. Bethany
Gray and Tim Heeg. More complete information will be in the next
issue.
See Entered into Rest page 13

$12,236.96
$ 2,490.52
$ 1,723.00
$13,004.48

It is with humble gratitude that the Groton,
Connecticut brethren announce the
availability of Volume Six, The New
Creation, in the Italian language.
The project has been accomplished, with
the Lord's help, by a professional translator
and proofreader, with oversight and additional proofreading and consultations with
the brethren to assure concept integrity as
well as terminology consistent with Pastor
Russell's original intent.
The books are offered free of charge to all
the brethren, be it for personal use or distribution. Please state the quantity as well as
your name and address when making your
request to: Horizon Publications, c/o Sylvia
Panucci,70 Warner St., Groton, CT 06340
E-mail: jpanucci5423@tvcconnect.net

"The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I
should know how to speak a word in season to him that is weary:
he wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear
as the learned. Isaiah 50:4

Entered into Rest From page 12
moving out from their sponsors and settling in Chicago, Sr. Alfreda
contacted Sr. Olga and the Ciesiaks who invited her to a study of The
Divine Plan of the Ages. Br. Victor, who was a non-practicing
Catholic, eventually became interested in the studies and
consecrated in 1968. He was a faithful deacon for more than 30 years,
no small task for an ecclesia having over 100 at the Sunday meetings.
Always early to the meeting, he attended to duties, whether
scheduled for the day or not. He is survived by his wife Sr. Alfreda
(2636 W. 43rd. St., Chicago, IL 60632); one son: Br. John (2636 W.
43rd. St., Chicago, IL 60632); one brother still living in Lithuania,
two nieces and one nephew. Br. Art Jezuit led the memorial service
February 17 to more than 150 in attendance.

■Sr. Victoria Gruszka, age 88, of the Detroit Bible Students died
January 30 after suffering a heart attack and stroke in June.
Consecrated more than 60 years, she
heard the Truth from her parents Br.
Albert and Sr. Mary Gebarowski who
attended the Detroit Polish Bible
Students Ecclesia. They moved to a
farm in 1929 and established the
Adrian Bible Students Ecclesia. Sr.
Vicki was an active supporter of
witness work, ecclesia meetings and
conventions. The last five years she
increasingly needed the assistance of
her daughter Rose Marie Reyburn
(8920 Lenore, Redford, MI 48239)
with whom she shared a home. Her
daughter Sr. Gail Reitz (13 Walnut
Dr. Jacksonville, NC 28546, e-mail:
rdoe1976 @aol.com ) five grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren survive her. She was predeceased by her husband Br.
Louis, who died in 2003,three brothers: Brs. John, Peter and Stanley
and one sister, Sr. Rose Ukrainski. Her nephew Br. John Gebarowski
of the Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit conducted
a private service February 2.
■Br. Alfred Dickey of the Associated Bible Students of Portland
died February 7 at the age of 91. Br. Al's life journey started in Texas
with consecrated parents who became separated from the brethren
during the changes after Pastor Russell's death. The family became
reacquainted with brethren through the 'Frank and Ernest' radio
program. While living in Colorado, Br. Al and his wife Sr. Edith were
immersed in 1963. Later they moved to Upland, California to care
for his parents. In 1990 they moved to the Bible Students Retirement
Center where Sr. Edith became blind from glaucoma and Br. Al
lovingly cared for her until her death in 1995. In 1998 Br. Al married
Sr. Adalene Spielman, also a resident of the Retirement Center. Two
years later he had a major stroke but with physical therapy was able
to return home. Br. Al's talents in engineering and music were a
blessing to the brethren. He was preceded in death by a son David
in 2005. Surviving him is his wife Sr. Adalene (McDowell Place,
1181 Ben All Dr., Apt 711, Danville, KY 40422) who has moved to
assisted living in Danville to be near her children. Br. Carlton
Chandler conducted the memorial service February 24 at the
Retirement Center with 50 in attendance.

■13r. Howard Pohler of the Muncie Area Bible Students ended his
consecrated walk January 13 at the age of 83 after having a stroke
ten days earlier. He suffered with Parkinson's disease for more than
10 years. Br. Howard was one of eight children. Five are yet living:
John (6496 W 250 S, Huntington, IN 46750), Roseanne Christ,
Gertrude Boiry, Evelyn Floyd and Margaret Rush and many nieces
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and nephews. His niece Martha Kelsey was especially helpful with
his care. Br. Howard's wife Sr. Edna died two years earlier while they
were residents at the same nursing home. Br. Dennis Stansberry
comforted 60 family members, brethren and friends gathered
January 20.
■Sr. Florence Urycki passed to her reward January 4 after a long
battle with diabetes, congestive heart failure and dementia, ending
a consecrated life of more than 65
years. Sr. Florence was born in 1918,
the thirteenth child of Polish
immigrants Br. Joseph and Sr Anna
Szazynski in Gary, Indiana. When
her brother died in a hunting accident
the Catholic priest said the young
man committed suicide so he refused
to bury him. The distraught parents
withdrew from the Catholic Church
and sought solace from friends and
neighbors. Many Polish Bible
Students witnessed to the
Szazynskis. Soon they started
attending the Polish meetings and
brought their children.
Sr. Urycki married Br. Louis in 1938 and together with younger
Bible Students of Gary, Indiana, formed the English Gary Bible
Students. They started the godly `...addiction...' (I Cor. 16:15) of
using their home in the Lord's service. When the Northwest Indiana
Bible Students formed, the Uryckis remodeled their basement and
generously hosted the meetings for thirty-four years.
After the death of her son Ronald in 1998, Sr. Florence's health
declined and her dementia worsened. Her daughter Sr. Pat Trzyna
and husband Br. Dan built an addition onto their home to accommodate Sr. Florence and Br. Louis. With her family's loving assistance
she spent the remaining days of her life there, though unable to walk
the last two years.
She is survived by her husband of nearly 69 years, Br. Louis (9137
W. 92nd St., Hickory Hills, IL 60457); daughters: Sr. Pat Trzyna, Sr.
Marian Bellinger (42 S. Graham St., Wheatfield, IN 46392) Sr. Cathy
Kleist (4863 E. 1068 N. DeMotte, IN 46310); three consecrated
granddaughters: Sr. Lorraine Baker, Sr. Wendy Cordingley and Sr.
Holly Hosu; eleven grandchildren and twelve great-grandchildren.
Br. Alfred Burns officiated at her memorial service January 13.
• Sr. Elizabeth Kuly, age 82, of the Winnipeg Bible Students ended
her walk February 25. Lou Gehrig' s disease rapidly took away her
mobility. She was given a firm
diagnosis only a month before her
death. When told of her incurable
disease she calmly accepted the
Lord's will, trusting in the promise
given in Revelation 14:13.
Consecrated since 1966, she was
the daughter of Br. John and Sr. Annie
Gowryluk, who emigrated from the
Ukraine to Winnipeg around 1900.
Of Greek Orthodox background they
found the Truth through a newspaper
article. As a youngster she assisted in
food preparation at conventions of
the Ukrainian and Polish brethren
under a tent on her parent's farm. Sr.
Elizabeth worked hard to provide the basic needs of a large, selfsufficient family. This created in her an adventuresome and indusSee Entered into Rest page 14
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trious disposition, which gave her many unusual experiences. One
such experience was through her employer, the Lieutenant Governor. She had the unique opportunity to attend a dinner with Queen
Elizabeth and Prince Phillip of England.
She will be missed by her three sons: Br. Barry (108 Stevens Ave.
West, Lockport, Manitoba, R1A 2S3 Canada, e-mail:
thekulys@shaw.ca), Rod and David, and eight grandchildren. Also
surviving are two sisters: Lillian Russell and Sr. Kay Czyrak and one
brother Jake. Four brothers predeceased her : Br. Mike, Br. Steve, Br.
Bill and George Gowryluk. Still living are two sisters. Br. Greg
Carpenter served at the Memorial service February 28 with 120
present.

Elk. Allen Zembik, of the Prince Albert area died of kidney failure
at age 57 on December 25. He leaves
behind three children: Jackyline
Sader, Mark and Marisza Zembik;
two grandchildren; his mother Sr.
Mary Zembik (213 - 1050 1st St. E.
Prince Albert, SK S6V 0C4 Canada);
five sisters: Angeline Ferster, Sr.
Virginia Stocki (P.O. Box 48, Yellow
Creek, SK SOK 4X0 Canada), Jane
Smith, Kitty Link and Delyla Nagle.
His wife Sr. Michelle died in July
2004. Br. Adam Siwak conducted the
funeral January 5 to 300 in
attendance.

• Sr. Loretta Abrahamsen, age 85, of the Bible Students
Retirement Center died December 27 from pneumonia after
suffering a stroke two weeks earlier. She consecrated at age 31 after
attending a Bible study led by Br. Paul Davis while they were both
members of the Presbyterian Church in San Luis Obispo, California.
Their study, presenting doctrines taught in The Divine Plan of the
Ages, continued for several years until a new minister asked him to
either teach Presbyterian doctrines or leave. Several left along with
Br. Davis and Sr. Loretta.
During her consecrated walk she attended ecclesias on the East
and West coast and, with her husband Br. Art, volunteered at the
Dawn. In 1993 she moved to the Bible Students Retirement Center
where she continued using her talents in music and correspondence.
She leaves behind her children: Sr. Sharon Goldfein (617-22 E.
Evelyn Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086, e-mail:
sharon@surfacedecor.com) and Rusty (351 Ramona Dr. San Luis
Obispo, CA 93405); two grandchildren and her sister Lois Comiskey. Her husband Br. Art and sister Marguerite Comiskey preceded
her in death. Br. Carlton Chandler conducted her memorial service
January 6 at the Bible Students Retirement Center with about 50
present.

■ Sr. Ludovica Pop, age 81, of the
Sutor Ecclesia ended her suffering
with leukemia January 12after a walk
in the narrow way for 63 years. Sr.
Ludovica learned the Truth at age 18
from her future husband Br. Joan.
Living under Communist rule, they
risked their lives serving the
brethren. In 1968 speaking brothers
(the Romanian brethren did not elect
elders at the time, because the police
were always targeting leaders)
gathered at the Pop home only to be
visited by the police. One of the

brothers, Br. Lazar Fodor (See Newsletter, Spring 1993) had been
imprisoned a few years earlier. Quickly the brethren decided Br.
Lazar had to escape through a window in the back of the home. Sr.
Ludovica's experience was similar to Hebrews 10:33, "...ye were
made a gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly,
whilst ye became companions of them that were so used."
Sr. Ludovica had four children, one of whom is consecrated; Sr.
Lenuta Florea (Cod 4720 Loc, Sutoru Nr. 28, Jud. Salaj, Romania),
eight grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. Her husband Br.
Joan died 13 years earlier. The funeral service was led by Br. Joan
Neagomir and the following brothers gave discourses: Brs. loan
Galis, Octavian Trestian, Cornel Brie and loan Intea. There were
about 100 brethren and 250 public present for this final witness.

■Sr. Ruth Kowalski, age 77, of the Grand Rapids Ecclesia died
December 31 after a consecrated life of more than 50 years. She
suffered all her adult life with the
debilitating effect of asthma and was
well acquainted with doctors and
hospitals. Taught early about God's
Kingdom by her parents, she looked
forward to the time when sickness
would be no more. Her illness made
her quiet and gentle, which instilled
in her the uncommon trait of being a
good listener. She faithfully
attended meetings even when on
oxygen and too weak to carry her own
books. She was lovingly cared for by
her sister, Sr. Martha Kowalski (141
S. Park Ln., Grand Rapids, MI 49505)
with whom she lived her entire life.
She will be missed by the Grand Rapids Ecclesia, her brother Steven
Kowalski and many nieces and nephews. Br. Ken Osterman gave her
funeral witness January 6.
■lir. Fred Grinsted, age 80, of the Adelaide Ecclesia died January
9. He is survived by his wife Dorothy (1 Wendy Ave., Valley View,
SA, 5093, Australia); two children: Donald and Felicity, one
grandson and one great-grandchild. Two grandchildren preceded
him in death.
■Sr. Ruth Smith, age 85, of the Delaware Valley Ecclesia finished
her course March 13 after a short period of suffering with pancreatic
cancer. Her parents Br. Luther and Sr.
Aletha Letterman and her
grandparents were in the Truth
having entertained Pastor Russell in
their Pennsylvania home. One of
seven children, Sr. Ruth consecrated
in her adult years. She is survived by
her four children: Sr. Becky Rankin
(114 Wilson Dr. Schwenksville, PA
19473), Debbie Vassalluzzo,
Matthew and Dean; ten
grandchildren and ten greatgrandchildren; and two siblings: Br.
James Letterman and Nancy
Graboski. A son Miles and her
husband Lorrell predeceased her.
True to her quiet nature, Sr. Ruth requested a private family
interment, which occurred March 26.
Mk. Edwin and Sr. Esther Emuemuokoro, of the Ibadan Ecclesia
went to their rewards after being consecrated less than ten years. Br.
See Entered into Rest page 15
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Broadcasting From page 10

I go outside of my apartment." Later, after we
endeavored to encourage him, he wrote, "I
am working on getting out more often, but it
is hard for me to do so right now. I will
endeavor not to be afraid; thanks for your
message." What a privilege it is to assist and
comfort those in trouble. A lady from New
York wrote, "Last week I saw your program
on TV and was happy to hear about your free
Bible study. Presently I read the Bible on a
regular basis but would like to go much
deeper in the Word. I know there is much to
know and I feel your lessons would really
help... May God bless you." A man from
Europe sent this e-mail: "Thank you for
sending 'Where Are the Dead?' to the Netherlands. You have been very kind to me."
Another e-mail message recently received
stated: "Your web-site looks very interest-

Divine Plan Logo

ing. Thank you so much. I will continue to
review your site. God bless you..." Another
stated: "The 'Divine Plan' programs (seen
on the Internet) have been a source of comfort. Thanks for being there." Additional
encouraging remarks recently received:
"Your TV program is very fine. Many thanks."

Entered into Rest From page 14

Edwin, age 81, died January 23 after suffering from a urinary tract
infection and Sr. Esther, age 67, died February 28 after suffering from
diabetes. They are survived by four sons: Godspower, Roland, John
(c/o S. Binuyo, PO Box 3291, Mapo Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria) and
Peter; two daughters: Roseline Ogedengbe and Regina Azeez and
several grandchildren.

■ Br. William John, age 40, of the Bangalore Ecclesia died January
16 from complications of leukemia and a kidney transplant three

(MO) "I watched part of your program this
morning. I found it to be both inspirational
and informative. I want The Divine Plan of
The Ages; this book is what I have been
needing. Your program blessed my soul."
(TN) "I turned on the television and got
about 15 minutes of your program and loved
what I saw and heard." (NS) "Thank you for
providing such a wonderful course. I have
enjoyed the first three lessons very much."
(OH) "Enjoyed the program and how it broke
down the teachings." (IN) "Really enjoyed
the program. Keep up the good work." (SK)
"I have been blessed." (CA) "The program
was an answer to prayer." (CA) "I loved the
program." (BC) "The booklet, 'Where Are
the Dead? What Say The Scriptures Concerning Hell?' that I ordered from you got to
me today, January 5, 2007... I must express
my appreciation for this ... gift..." (Nigeria)I]

years ago. Br. William received the Truth in 1994. His previous
religious affiliation was with the Four Square Gospel Church, which
is part of the Assemblies of God. He appreciated the writings of Pastor
Russell, especially the "Order and Discipline of the New Creation"
dealing with the election of elders. He is survived by his wife Sr.
Bindu (c/o Mr. S. J. Prasad, Blessington, # 34, Serpentine St.,
Richmond Town, Bangalore 560 025 India); a daughter Lydia,
age 13; a son Daniel, age 8; his mother, brothers and sisters. The
family was comforted at the funeral January 18 where Indian
brethren spoke, sang hymns and prayed]]

Brethren From page 7

encouragements. We have people from the world that send us
wonderful, encouraging letters. One individual wrote asking for the
booklet, 'The Truth About Hell.' Send it quick—because I might be
going there. You get a lot of different ideas from people who write
in and ask for this and that to be put in the Dawn. We have had three
or four chronologies from ones who want to have them printed in the
Dawn... But we are happy and joyful to be able to present the Truth
worldwide. That is a great encouragement—to preach the Gospel of
the Kingdom. That is the purpose of the presence of the Lord... My
greatest desire and prayer on your behalf is that...we would be
faithful to our covenant of sacrifice made to the Lord and that you
and I will be at the marriage supper. May God's holy spirit guide you
each day of your lives. You all are jewels before the heavenly Father.
Let us continue to fight the good fight of faith..."
Dispelling Discouragement
Br. Alex Loutsky, New York Bible Students
"...Sr. Eva [wife] and I are happy to be here. We received some
practical messages. Br. Dan [Monette] mentioned the habit of
waking up and having your first thought be—
due to the benefits and blessings received—
`What can I render unto Thee?' I want to put
that method to use with my alarm [clock]. Br.
Montague spoke of dispelling discouragement... Sr. Irene Mitchell called because she
moved out of the Center—which was difficult.
When she was at the Dawn years ago and spent
many years with Sr. Alpha, it was hard for her to leave there too. Now,
at her age, to move into a foster care center because the Bible

Students Retirement Center is obviously not equipped to take care
of her, is a difficult thing for her to bear. I fellowshipped, prayed and
shared time with her. She...asks an interest in your prayers as well
as do all the brethren at the Bible Students Retirement Center... Br.
David Bruce's macular degeneration is a trial and he asked for
prayers in general at the testimony meeting."
Harvest Testimonies at Wilminton, DE March 24, 25
Language Not a Barrier to Witnessing
Sr. Karen Earl, Washington (DC) Ecclesia
"I take a bus back and forth to work. . .Caucasians are a minority. I
have two sets of booklets in my purse. One is for English speaking
people and one is for Spanish speaking people.
Although I can only speak a few words of
Spanish, I still strive to let the Lord overrule.
Sometimes I utilize the address of the
Baltimore class for contact information, which
is in Spanish. The other set of opportunities
comes within my work. I work for the State with
people who have disabilities. I help them to
fmd and keep jobs. Strictly speaking, I am not supposed to witness
but I still do. Most are English speaking. Some are Jews. I have given
out two or three DVDs on 'Israel Appointment With Destiny.' I told
one girl that I was going to Moldova in May. She mentioned that
she had been there and we were able to talk about a number of things.
These are some of the blessings in my day that the Lord provides. I
want to be an encouragement to other brethren to use whatever
opportunities they have and to not let language be a barrier."
See Brethren page 16
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A Welcome Letter and Free Newsletter...
Sr. Lois Armstrong, Wilmington/Chesapeake City (DE) Ecclesia
"Thank you for being here and for the extra hands that pitched in to
help us. We have been availing ourselves of
the opportunity of the 'For This Cause' CD ad.
We took advantage of the time during the
holiday season. There are little inserts that go
into our paper that help us cover a wider area
for less money. Between the areas of
Pennsylvania, lower Delaware and Maryland,
we covered a wide area. We had about fifty
requests. One lady called in and thought it was
wonderful and wanted five additional copies to give to her minister
and friends. We have decided to run the ad again around Easter. We
used the white mailers that the Chicago Class provides but we found
that some of the CDs got damaged. Now we put them in a bubble
envelope. It was a nice experience. With the 800 number you get
to talk to people that call in. We appreciate all the help of other
classes in doing these things. We use other classes' newsletters and
we get nice responses. We have been using the color brochures for
the Volumes from the Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
Ecclesia when we get requests for the free 'How to Study the Bible'
booklet. We then send a welcome letter, put them on the free
newsletter list and send a sample which we put the brochure in. It
is amazing how many people send back with a check for a set of
Studies in the Scriptures. Recently we have sent out three sets. We
thank the Lord for the opportunities to work together..."
There is Much that You Can Do
Sr. Agnes Siwak, North Saskatoon, Canada
"... I thank the Lord for this opportunity of being here with you. The
fellowship is wonderful and the discourses are so beautiful,

encouraging and strengthening... I have a poem here that I would like
to read:
Someone Needs You
'If you are feeling sad or lonely, there seems nothing you can do,
Just take courage and remember, there is someone needing you.
You were created for a purpose, for a part in God's great plan,
Bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfill Christ's law to man.
Are you father, son or daughter; you have a work none else can do.
Are you husband, wife or mother; there is someone needing you.
There are many sad and lonely and discouraged not a few,
Who a little cheer are needing and there is someone needing you.
Someone needs your faith and courage, someone needs your love and
prayer,
Someone needs your inspiration, thus to help their cross to bear.
Do you think your work is ended, there is much that you can do.
And as long as you are on earth, there is someone needing you.'

I need your prayers dear brethren and I remember the brethren in my
prayers..."
Tabernacle Shadows in Spanish
Br. Mike Shilling, Baltimore (MD) Ecclesia
"I bring the love of two brethren from Buenos Aires, Argentina.—
Brs. Marcos Nato and Gustavo Vien. I will be going there on April
5 and spending ten days serving the brethren
from two ecclesias. This time will be a different
experience for me because I will be giving a
discourse, the first since I was a Jehovah's
Witness. I was telling Br. Art Jezuit earlier that
I appreciated his talk because my discourse
will be on the first chapter of Tabernacle
Shadows. The brethren there have not had the
privilege of learning the Tabernacle. For the past two months I have
See Brethren page 19

Rejoicing From page 9

France. Br. Adolph was present to attend the
convention the next day. Br. Bennie was in
Germany on a training mission for his company and was able to join us and attend the
convention the next day as well. After lunch
we had fellowship and informal discussion,
followed by a study on the first twelve verses
of Isaiah 52, conducted by Br. Allen. Some
of the highlights included: Zion, spiritual
Israel; Jerusalem, fleshly Israel; the "feet of
him"; "thy god (mighty one—Jesus)
reigneth"; the "ann of Jehovah "...and the
call "come out of the midst of her." ...We
returned to Darmstadt that evening.
November 12, was
our last full day with
the brethren in Germany We left with Sr.
Lidia, Br. Stefan and
Sr. Wiebke for the German-French Annual
Convention—orgaBr. Daniel
nized by the Ludwigshafen Ecclesia—held in Karlsruhe. Many
German and French brethren, (most from the
Alsace region) were present. Others attend-

ing were the Bennett family, Salem, Oregon;
Br. Bennie, India; Br. Marin Gronic,
Moldova; and the two of us from Romania.
The program began with discourses by a
number of brethren from Germany, France
and a discourse by Br. Allen. All the discourses were written out in full before the
convention and were translated into French,
German and Polish as necessary. Many brethren from France and Germany speak Polish.
For the English speaking brethren present,
the translation was done "live" at a separate
table arranged for that purpose. Wireless
headsets were made available to various
language groups, similar to the arrangement
at the International Convention.
The breaks were filled with discussion
and fellowship. The convention was well
organized and the hall was beautiful and
well lit. A delicious buffet lunch was served,
which all enjoyed. After the convention, we
were among the last to leave, as the Thiemes
did much to clean up and put the hall in
order. We returned to Darmstadt full of joy
after a blessed day.
We left Monday morning with Sr. Lidia

for the central bus station, and arrived well
in advance of our departure. As we waited for
the bus, Srs. Lidia and
Viorica had opportunities to witness to several men who spoke
Romanian. One was a
Pentecostal and another was a Jehovah's
Witness. Departure
was on time but the
stops were all longer than planned, so our
return took much longer than the scheduled
time. Nevertheless, it was a pleasant trip...By
the Lord's grace and care we arrived safely in
Cluj at 9:30 p.m. the following day.
Wednesday morning, November 15, Sr.
Aurora Trestian came to Sr. Viorica' s for
fellowship and discussion before Br. Allen
left by bus for Sighet. This was "the icing on
the cake" after the wonderful days spent with
brethren from around the world. We cherish
the memories and look forward to other
opportunities as the Lord may permit. May
the heavenly Father be praised for all his
blessings toward us.1:1

New Sister in Christ
"0 satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days." Psalms 90:14

Immersions 2006
At Chicago December 3
Sr. Michelle Hack, of the Chicago Ecclesia, wife of Tim Hack.

Afflicted From page 2
surgery of the pancreas." The doctor said there is a lot of room for
hope and that Sr. Paula could be cured from this cancer. She has
decided to start chemotherapy which will last six months.
Sr. Paula, her husband Br. John, their daughters Rachel, age 11
and Gabrielle, age 8, her parents Br. Paul and Sr. Esther Balko and
Sr. Paula's sisters: Sr. Lydia Davis, Sr. Priscilla Jezuit and Sr. Vicki
Griffin see the Lord's gentle hand guiding Sr. Paula through this
experience. As the family has expressed, "All praise is given to our
heavenly Father to give us no more than we can bear. I Corinthians
10:13: ' ...God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make away
to escape, that ye may be able to bear it."' has been Sr. Paula's rock.

While there is still a long road ahead, she knows the Lord is there with
her. Br. John and Sr. Paula continue to marvel at the Lord's
overruling and the love the brethren have showered on them. They
thank all of you for the e-mails, cards, and gifts.
• Sr. Anastasia Sheppelbaum desires to warmly thank the brethren
for their expressions of love and sympathy
over the loss of Br. Albert (See Entered into
Rest). The love shown from her Truth family
has been a source of strength and comfort. She
is unable to thank all individually. Many at the
Bible Students Retirement Center, the
Portland area and those in California who
et
helped them relocate in 2002, are especially
appreciated. Br. Albert and Sr. Anastasia had a
partnership in the Lord, serving side by side for 65 years.
■Sr. Bernice Kwolek (32001 Cherry Hill Rd., Westland, MI48186)
has been living in a senior apartment complex since the end of June.
She is still able to drive but her son drives her to meetings. Sr. Bernice
is thankful for the Lord's overruling that she has been planted in a
new environment where she can continue to grow as a new creature.
Unable to attend conventions as she used to, she appreciates
correspondence with the brethren and staying informed through the
Bible Students Newsletter.

Elk. Dick Nicodemus (P.O. Box 725, Kremmling, CO 80459) spent
three weeks in the hospital after suffering a stroke January 30. His
speech and balance have returned to near
normal through exercises done in home
therapy sessions. Although some of his throat
muscles are paralyzed, he is able to swallow
pureed food. His wife Sr. Patty, who has
recovered from a stroke she had three and a half
years ago, provides for his care. When she
herself became ill, with bronchitis, the Lord
provided their daughter Dedra to give them the
needed care at the right time.
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■Br. Victor A. Osinaike (do Suraci, 171 Johnson Rd., Hamden, CT
06518, e-mail: victoros8@ yahoo.com) and Sr. Flora Osinaike (GPO
Box 10042, Dugbe Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria,
e-mail: floraosinaike@yahoo.com) are
shocked by the sudden death from meningitis
of their nine-year-old daughter Jessica on
February 7. Br. Victor has lived in the United
States the last few years and has observed by
contrast the deficiencies of the Nigerian
medical system in responding to emergencies,
which no doubt contributed to her death. The New Haven Ecclesia
in Connecticut, which Br. Victor attends, hosted a service in
Jessica's memory February 18 a few days before Br. Victor returned
to Nigeria.
■Sr. Diane Gale (4980 N. Coloma Rd., Coloma, MI 49038) is
grieving the death of her 93-year-old mother Lena A. Gale. She
honored her mother's request to have a funeral mass and rosary
recitation. This experience has been a trial and test from the Lord.
Sr. Diane looks forward to the day when the knowledge of the Lord
will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. Isolated, Sr. Diane
occasionally is able to attend the Grand Rapids Ecclesia.
■Sr. Linda Larson (5445 W. 149th St., Oak Forest, IL 60452, e-mail:
lambgram@comcast.net) had double knee
replacement surgery January 15. After parts of
four days in the hospital and two weeks in a
rehabilitation facility Sr. Linda continues to
make excellent progress. She appreciates all
the assistance, prayers and love of the brethren,
humbly realizing that many are undergoing
trials much worse.
■Sr. Bindu John (c/o Mr. S. J. Prasad, Blessington, # 34, Serpentine
St., Richmond Town, Bangalore 560 025 India) has many decisions
to make after the death of her husband Br William (See Entered Into
Rest). She needs to leave their home, which was part of an
arrangement with her husband's employer. Her family desires her to
live with them but this would take her away from the brethren. Br.
William's desire before his death was for the family to stay in the
Bangalore area to have the love and fellowship of the ecclesia. To
honor his request Sr. Bindu is remaining near the brethren, which is
a departure from the customs in India where a woman rarely lives
independently, especially with two young children.
■Sr. Barbara Millin (16923 Labrador St., North Hills, CA 91343,
e-mail: Lebarb@verizon.net) was under doctor's care for
pneumonia since mid-November. Sr. Barbara
and her husband Br. Leon were concerned that
her frail condition from fibromyalgia might
develop into something worse. They strictly
followed the doctor's orders, staying away
from crowds or anyone with a cold or virus.
"This was a time for prayer and trusting that our
heavenly Father would overrule for our
highest spiritual welfare. The anxiety of the
flesh was somewhat subdued by praying that she be spared any
additional medical procedures, if it be his will...We were heart
grateful and most thankful for the prayers of the brethren. The Lord
is indeed merciful and kind." After this experience subsided, on
March 15 while driving on a busy Los Angeles freeway, the Millins
were hit from the rear and pushed into the car ahead of them. These
two big jolts aggravated her condition increasing her pain. The
Millins know all these experiences are permitted of our heavenly
Father and that we have like experiences to the world. 0
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World News Briefs
■Israel said it would free 100 million in
frozen funds to support the regime of
moderate Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas. The money is part of tax revenues
collected for the Palestinian Authority
under partial peace accords. Israel halted
transfer of the funds when Hamas won
control of Parliament and set up its cabinet
in March. Israel has been trying to boost
Abbas in his struggle with Hamas, which
rejects the existence of a Jewish state.
Associated Press — 01/19/07
■Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
assured Palestinians she has heard their
demands for a stronger U.S. hand to guide
peace efforts with Israel; however she
offered no new plans. A proposed $85
million grant to train and equip Abbas'
security forces would have conditions, Rice
said. Abbas promised the money would not
be misused. Jordan's King Abdullah II has
warned of the possibility of three civil wars
in the Middle East — in Iraq, the Palestinian
territories and Lebanon—and asked for
renewed U.S. diplomacy Associated Press
— 01/15/07
■President Bush signed a little-noticed
statement last month asserting authority to
open U S mail without judicial warrants in

emergencies or foreign intelligence cases.
Last year, Bush authorized a program that
allows the National Security Agency to
monitor telephone calls and e-mails without
court oversight. The Washington Post — 01/
05/07
■Human stem cells taken from embryos and
fetuses delayed a fatal brain disease in mice.
The cells moved throughout the brain to
take on jobs of damaged neurons, scientists
reported. The study, published in Nature
Medicine, demonstrated that, for the first
time, a human embryonic stem cell has
successfully treated a disease in an animal.
Dr. Evan Snyder of the Burnham Institute for
Medical Research in La Jolla, California,
said his team hopes to test their method on
children with incurable, sometimes fatal
Sandhoff disease. The researchers said their
approach could lead to new methods of
treating a range of diseases such as
Parkinson's, Alzheimer' s, and ALS or Lou
Gehrig' s disease. Yahoo News — 03/11/07
■People who believe the worst about others
are more likely to carry markers in their
blood that are linked to heart disease, a study
says. The markers often found in cynically
distrustful people indicate inflammation, a
predictor of cardiovascular illness,

according to a study published in Archives
of Internal Medicine. "The next step is to
look for a link between attitude and
obesity." Bloomberg News 28 — 01/01/07
■Rival Palestinian factions signed a powersharing accord aimed at ending months of
bloodshed, agreeing that the Islamic
militant group Hamas would head a new
coalition government that would "respect"
peace agreements with Israel. If the West
does not back the new government and
refuses to lift the economic boycott, it could
put a strain on the fragile peace between
Hamas and Fatah. MECCA, Saudi Arabia
—02/09/07

■ Global warming is so severe that it will
"continue for centuries," leading to a far
different planet in 100 years, warned a grim
landmark report from the world's leading
climate scientists and government officials.
U.N. Report — 02/03/07
"Wan is suffering a staggering decline in
revenue from its oil exports. If the trend
continues, income could virtually
disappear by 2015, according to analyses
released Monday by the National Academy
of Sciences. New York Times — 12/29/060

Religion in the News
■Two prominent Roman Catholic
clergymen abruptly resigned over alleged
ties to Communist-era secret police. Pope
Benedict XVI accepted the resignation of
new Archbishop Stanislaw Wielgus
moments before his public installation
Mass, a move that rattled the church and the
nation. Another clergyman, the rector of
Krakow's Wawel Cathedral, left his post for
similar reasons a day later amid warnings
that more such revelations may be coming.
Indianapolis Star — 01/10/07
"In a traditional, often-grim Christmas Day
message, Pope Benedict XVI said that a
world which has achieved unimaginable
scientific progress still needs God. "In this
post-modern age, perhaps he (man) needs a
saviour all the more," the pontiff said, "since
the society in which he lives has become
more complex and the threats to his personal
integrity have become more insidious." Los
Angeles Times — 12/26/06
■After four years of legal wrangling in the
clergy abuse scandal, attorneys for Bishop
Robert Brom filed for Chapter 11 protection
last night, making San Diego the largest
Roman Catholic diocese in the nation to
declare bankruptcy. Brom' s action halts the

first trial of about 150 lawsuits alleging
sexual abuse of children by 60 priests dating
back decades. Church officials refused to
say how or when the victims would be paid,
nor what the collateral on the settlement
would be, said Giles, who stated that in 32
years of practice, he had "never seen such
bad faith in negotiations. This is the only
diocese in the country that destroyed
records of their criminal priests in order to
protect them. If I were a Catholic in San
Diego, I would be embarrassed." UnionTribune — 02/28/07

during this year's observances of 40 years
under occupation for Palestinians. ENI — 03/
08/07

• Membership in traditional Protestant
denominations continues to decline, while
membership in Pentecostal churches and
other non-protestant bodies continue to
increase, yearly data collected and released
by the US National Council of Churches
show. ENI — 03/06/07

■The Diocese of Richmond has distributed
tamper-proof money bags to parishes to
safeguard the money donated during
Sunday collections. The security measure
follows accusations that a retired priest in
central Virginia embezzled more than
$600,000 from two parishes. Catholic News
Agency — 02/20/07

"'The World Council of Churches stated it
plans to launch an international,
interchurch advocacy initiative for peace in
Israel and Palestinian territories and Jordan,
this June. The initiative is a major step
toward WCC's goal of mobilizing churches
around the world for peace with justice in the
Middle East. Its launch will take place

■During his visit to India, the head of the
World Council of Churches lamented the
decline of Christianity in the West, while
also praising the rapid growth of the faith in
developing countries. "Churches are being
sold in Europe and are being converted into
bars. It is sad to hear that liquor is being
served from pulpits where the word of God
used to be preached." ENI — 02/20/07

"'German Catholic bishops criticized Israeli
treatment of Palestinians and compared it
with the Nazi campaign against the Jews.
Bishop Hanke noted to reporters, "We are
traveling to the ghetto in Ramallah," the
Palestinian town on the West Bank.
CWNews.com — 03/08/07❑
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Conventions
"Behold, my servants shall sing for joy of heart..." Isaiah 65:14

May 5, 6 Southfield, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit Annual. Five speakers. Southfield Hotel and
Convention Center, 17017 Nine Mile Rd., Southfield, MI 48075.
Contact: (586) 759-3459.
May 6, East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford,
CT 06108. Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail:
dj slivinsky @ sbcglobal.net
May 18 - 20 Houston, Texas. Houston Bible Students Annual. 5550
Aspen Street, Houston, TX 77081. Four speakers. Baptismal
Service. For information or reservations, contact Elinor Nichols.
Phone: (713) 665-1445. E-mail: SisterLNR@aol.com
May 26, 27 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students.
Clarion Hotel, Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St., Seattle, WA
98188. Phone: (206) 242-0200. Four Speakers. Topical Study.
Baptismal Service. Contact the Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 16227
Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA 98012. Phone: (425) 742-4439. Email: pa1m2520@earthlink.net
June 2, 3 Morris, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students.
Saturday held in Morris, Connecticut. Sunday at the Litchfield
Firehouse Hall. Contact: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, P.O. Box 1494,
Waterbury, CT 06721-1494. Phone: (860) 567-0109. E-mail
Tsimonis@aol.com
June 22- 24 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial St., SE, Salem, Oregon. For
information or accommodations, contact: Rosemary Wojcik, P.O.
Box 362, Salem, OR 97308. Phone: (503) 391-7078. E-mail•
rosemaryw29@msn.com
July, The Indiana - Ohio Ecclesia Convention for 2007 has been
cancelled. A 2008 convention is being considered.
July 7, 8 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of
New Brunswick Annual. For information, contact the Secretary:
Celeste Ostry, 19 Park Ave., Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732)
424-8372. E-mail: celeste.ostry@mac.com
July 28, 29, Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students Annual.
Eastland Suites, 1907 N. Cunningham Ave., Urbana, IL 61802.
Theme: 1 Samuel 2:9 "He will keep the feet of his saints." Four
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his Reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Brethren From page 16
been working diligently on translating it into Spanish. I am pleased
to say that the rough draft is complete. While there I will have the
brethren proofread it for grammar and spelling. I know the content
is correct but I am not a native speaker of Spanish and I can make a
mistake. I am grateful to the Lord that he gave me the stamina to do
this. I work full time and I was doing this on evenings and weekends.
I am not a professional translator but I believe that it is his will that

speakers. Contact the Secretary:
Karen Wildblood,
Phone: (217) 239-9820. E-mail: kwildblood@mchsi.com

August 4, 5 Winnipeg, Canada. Winnipeg Bible Students Annual.
Northwood Community Center, 1415 Burrows Avenue, Winnipeg,
R2X 0S8, Canada. Four speakers. For additional information,
contact: Greg Carpenter, 130 Helmsdale Ave., Winnipeg, R2K OV7,
Canada. E-mail: gregcarpen@gmail.com
August 24 - 26 Eagle Creek, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students
Annual. Collins Retreat Center, 32867 SE Highway 211, Eagle
Creek, OR. Theme: "The Glory of God." Four speakers. For
information, contact: Tim Krupa, Phone: (503) 436-2296. E-mail:
info@PortlandAugustConvention.com For accommodations
contact: Chris Grigalunus, Phone: (503) 667-2797. E-mail:
reservations@PortlandAugustConvention.com and programs are
posted at PortlandBible.com . See "Annual Convention."
September 1 -2 Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students.
Hilton Hotel, 3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, Illinois. Five
speakers. Prophetic Forum Viewpoints: 1914-2007-? For
accommodations and programs, contact: Ruth Szczesny, 125 N.
Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. E-mail:
lenru@sbcglobal.net
September 15, 16 Columbus, Indiana. Columbus Indiana Bible
Students Second Annual Olde Harvest Time. Four speakers.
Location: The Dan Ledwinka Farm. Subject: "The Harvest in
Revelation Chapters 14-19" and "How to Keep a Vibrant
Consecration in the Harvest." Contact the Secretary: Debbie
McClellan, 3181 Martha Court, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone:
(812) 373-0997 or Cell: (812) 344-0066. E-mail:
twopilgrims @comcast.net
September 29, 30 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students
Annual. Location: Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH
45356. Four Speakers. Contact the Secretary: Jim Watkins, 6760
Chambersburg Road, Dayton, OH 45424. Phone: (937) 233-2327.
E-mail: jimwatkins@juno.com
October 27, 28 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route
119, Connellsville, PA. Five speakers. Theme: The Sin Offering.
Contact the Secretary: Jennifer Cramer, 370 Millet Lane,
Pittsburgh, PA 15236. Phone: (412) 653-9681. E-mail:
brent.j ennifer @ verizon.netO
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open
(Romans 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Romans 6:36,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

this work be done. The book has been out over a hundred years, but
not translated into Spanish. We think the Watch Tower did it earlier
but when I called, no one knew about it. So I am glad that I have had
the opportunity to do so. I ask for the prayers of the brethren while
I am there so that what I say will be from the Lord and I will not make
any missteps. Hopefully my Spanish will be able to convey the
Truth..."13
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net

THIRD DISPENSATION

SECOND DISPENSATION

FIRST
DISPENSATION

JEWISH
AGE

PA RIMICRAL

A V

5)1

GOSPEL
AGE

MESSIANIC
HA VEST

AGE

AGES
TO COME

EM1

■

®t

rTh

Zi=

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

