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A Visit Back in Time to Allegheny 
After a blessed convention at Connellsville, 
Pennsylvania, in October, Br. Bob and Sr. 
Rebecca Gray, Br. Wes and Sr. Toni Cramer 
and Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon Leslie lingered 
to explore the old Allegheny part of 
Pittsburgh. Moved by the experience of 
walking back into the early days of the 
Harvest, Br. Jerry submitted this article to 
the Newsletter. It is the Newsletter's hope 
that all will be encouraged and have a 
deeper appreciation of the area in which 
our heritage began. Ed. 

The J.L. Russell Clothing Haberdashery 
building—which became the headquarters 
for the Watch Tower from 1884 to 1889 when 
it was moved to Arch Street— still stands at 
200 Federal Street. Just a block north under 
the expressway is Lacock Street where Br. 
Russell first met Jonas Wendall in an 
Adventist hall in 1869. While the old Arch 
Street Bible House is removed and the loca-
tion is now replaced with a large apartment 
block, we still had a sense of those early days. 
Just across Arch Street and half a block west 
on Ohio Street is the St. Peters Roman Catho-
lic Church established in 1872 — which surely 
would have been a daily reminder of Babylon's 
presence. 

Around the corner, east on Ohio Street 
was the old Post Office from which a steady 
stream of Watch Towers and literature were 
mailed around the world. It is now part of a 
unique Children's Museum but still has the 
flavor of earlier days and activities. Because 

Greetings in the Lord 

The New Year is before us and we watch with 
anticipation as our King is marching on. 

What if the clouds do for a moment 
Hide the blue sky where morn appears? 

Soon the glad Sun of promise given 
Rises to shine a thousand years... 
`Tis the glad day so long foretold; 
Tis the bright morn of Zion's glory, 
Prophets for-saw in time of old... 

Excepts of an interview with Sr. Rode 
Hirsh are here presented and we pray you 
shall enjoy meditating upon it. 

May the Lord bless you and your house 
in the year ahead, make his face shine upon 
you and grant you peace. 

Haberdashery - building corner 
of our historical and architectural interests, 
Br. Wes was able to acquire passes to the old 
Post Office. This opened a special witness 
opportunity to share our interest in those 
momentous years of history with a staff mem-
ber. One of the Museum officials was inquisi-
tive about the curiosity of a couple of us who 
explored an upper balcony—which has many 
offices. After the official explained their 
noble aim in developing the creativity of 
individual children—the brethren mentioned 
how God has a wonderful plan to develop the 
individual potentials of all humans. 

Br. Russell held a debate with Reverend 

Eaton in 1903 at Carnegie Hall. Reverend 
Eaton's Methodist church is at the same 
location on North Avenue but has now been 
replaced by a newer Methodist church build-
ing. A plaque notes the church was estab-
lished in 1866. 

Haberdashery - back 

See Allegheny page 9 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms..." Deuteronomy 33:27 

• Sr. Violet Winske (3571 Fuller NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525), and 
her children, Br. Ed Winske ( 1693 Creekside 
Drive, Columbus, OH 43223)and Sr. Karen 
Baker (1571 Crest Drive, Shelbyville, IN 46176), 
are saddened by the death of Sr. Violet' s 31 
year-old grandson and nephew of Br. Ed and 
Sr,. Karen, in a one-car accident on the morning 
of December 27. They pray they can be a 
comfort to the family with the hope of the 

resurrection. "Thy Kingdom Come." 

111Br. Tim Armstrong (211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720, 
e-mail: tlarm1874@earthlink.net)  went to the emergency room 
October 2 with chest discomfort. The next morning doctors failed to 
open a blocked artery, causing Br. Tim to have a heart attack and 
emergency surgery. After nine days in the hospital he began 12 weeks 
of cardiac rehabilitation. Br. Tim is the only elder in the Wilmington 
Ecclesia and appreciates the assistance of the deacon in leading the 
studies. Br. Tim and his wife Sr. Lois express, "...what a great 
blessing the brethren have been through this experience. The many 
greetings via e-mail, ' snail' mail and phone are encouraging. The best 
medicine we can all share with each other is prayer and we felt lifted 
up by the brethren's prayers. We know we are never alone in our 
experiences; the Lord has promised to be with us. What great 
blessings he provides the body members to assist, encourage and 
help. We want to express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for 
the love and concern that was shown to both of us." "All In Thy 
Hand." Hymn #186. " 

■Sr. Mary Geisinger (White Chapel Village, 30 W. Village Rd., 
Newark, DE 19713) had shoulder replacement surgery October 24. Her 

shoulder deteriorated over the last year with 
several falls adding to her pain. After surgery 
she was able to receive physical therapy at 
home and was instructed not to move her left 
shoulder for three months. Afflicted for some 
years with Stills disease — a form of arthritis—
she has difficulty walking and is unable to climb 
stairs. Missing her only child Sr. Marsha 

Hauke, who died in January 2005, Sr. Mary appreciates the care of all 
the brethren. In the Lord's providence she sold her home a few years 
ago and is now closer to the brethren. Still able to attend three 
meetings weekly via conference telephone she is grateful for all the 
experiences and realizes how dependent she is on the Lord. 

Mr. Freeman Thompson (3430 Chateau Dr., San Antonio, TX 78219) 
had two stents placed in his heart November 13. Since his heart attack 
in the late 1990s he now has a total of five stents. He is thankful, by 
the Lord's grace, he has not had to curtail his services to the brethren. 
"...there hath not failed one word of all his good promises, which he 

promised.. " 1 Kings 8:56 

■Sr. Jean Gonczewski (do The Suffield House, Room 203, One 
Canal Rd., Suffield, CT 06078) is no longer able 
to walk and is in advanced dementia. In the last 
year she had several falls and broke her hip. 
These cares rest heavily on her daughter 
Arlyne. Although she does not remember 
those who write, Sr. Jean's eyes "light up" 
when the brethren's cards are read to her. 
Brethren, let us brighten her weary days with 
wonderful words of life. 

■Sr. Viola Sigelko (255 Mayer Rd., 159-L, Frankenmuth, MI 48734) 
at age 96 is the last member of the Saginaw-Bay 
City Ecclesia. With no regular ecclesia studies 
she maintains contact with the brethren by 
listening to cassette tapes sent by the West 
Suburban, Illinois brethren. Consecrated since 
1977 she is an example to many of strong faith. 
She serves where she can by encouraging and 
comforting others through correspondence. 
She is grateful for good vision and hearing and 
especially enjoys following current events and the unfolding of 
prophecy. "... be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord" 1 Cor. 15:58 

■Sr. May Rowe (Ridgewood Center, Room 6B, 330 Franklin Typke, 
Ridgewood, NJ 07450) is no longer able to attend meetings or live on 
her own. In the narrow way for more than 50 years she has maintained 
her love of Present Truth and is especially interested in God's time 
clock–Israel. She would be blessed to receive mail from the brethren 
but is unable to fulfill her heart's desire to reply individually to each 
message. 

■Sr. Frances Morgan (Thorp' s Personal Care 
Home, 400 Fourth St., N. Charleroi, PA 15022) is 
confined to a wheelchair because of failing 
strength. Unable to attend meetings, she is still 
mentally alert. Cards and letters are welcome, as 
they remind her of blessed fellowship and 
meetings past. Prayers on her behalf would be 
a sweet odor unto the Lord. 

■Br. Rick Sconyers (601 South Winter Park Dr., Casselberry, FL 
32707, e-mail• rdsgms@aol.com ) underwent a second neck surgery 
November 28. In March doctors replaced three deteriorating 
vertebrae because they were causing problems with his spinal cord. 
This fall, he noticed loss of hand strength and was surprised to learn 
one of the vertebra did not fuse properly. The second operation used 
a piece of his hip bone to replace the vertebra. Doctors anticipate he 
will wear a neck brace for eight weeks after surgery and his 
recuperation will be painful. Br. Rick would be encouraged to receive 
prayers, cards and e-mails from the brethren, to lift his thoughts to 
things above. 

■SI. Ruth Powell (775 S. Alton Way 4C, Denver, CO 80247 e-mail: 
ruthp775@comcast.net)  suffers with cellulitis and poor circulation in 

her leg. On September 29 severe shaking 
brought on by high fever and chills from 
cellulitis caused her to fall out of bed. Too weak 
to move or get back in bed she lay on the floor 

▪ for 24 hours until she was able to crawl to the 
phone. Hospitalized for dehydration and 
infection till October 5, she returned home with 
an emergency call necklace and temporary in-
home care. Through this ordeal Sr. Ruth had 

peace by reminding herself repeatedly, "...he will not fail thee nor 
forsake thee." (Deut. 31:6) and the words of the hymn "All in Thy 
Hand." She desires to humble herself under the mighty hand of God 
and use this experience for the good of the new creature. Sr. Ruth is 
grateful for the goodness of the brethren which has been a source of 
strength." 

See Afflicted page 13 
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Entered Into Rest 
"And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will .I give power over the nations. " Revelation 2:26 

■Br. Lyle W. Cook of Kansas City, Missouri finished his course 
November 27 at age 93. Educated as a physician he was humble 

enough to follow in the footsteps of 
the lowly Nazarene. Reared on a 
Kansas farm during the Great 
Depression he was well acquainted 
with the hardships of life. At 14 he 
experienced the death of his only 
sister, the youngest of six children. 
This experience was the stimulus that 
drove him to become a doctor. 

Br. Lyle and his brother, Br. Art, 
were especially impressed with the 
glory of the heavens they observed 
from rural Kansas in the days before 
electric lights dimmed their view. The 
order and beauty of the stars made 
them appreciate, all the more, God's 

plan they had learned in their youth. 
Their parents Br. Henry and Sr. Daisy received a copy of The 

Divine Plan of the Ages in 1900. They continued with the "Society" 
until 1929 when J. F. Rutherford proclaimed the Great Pyramid as the 
work of the devil. The family found the Bible Students and attended 
conventions again. At a convention in Topeka, Kansas in 1944 Br. 
Lyle was immersed. He had a life long appreciation for the writings of 
the Seventh Messenger, Pastor Charles T. Russell. 

As an elder he contributed to the radio portion of the Divine Plan 
Program sponsored by the Ft. Worth Ecclesia. While serving at or 
visiting conventions he would often administer osteopathic adjust-
ments or give medical advice. 

He is survived by his son, Thomas (4222 N. Bellefontaine Ave., 
Kansas City, MO 64117) and nephew Rodney Cook. His wife 
Josephine preceded him in death in 1994 which left him with the care 
of his infirmed sister-in-law for a few years. His brother, Br. Art died 
in March 2004. Br. Ed Grabner had a part of the memorial service 
December 9 with 40 in attendance. 

Ed. The Newsletter appreciates the diligent efforts ofBr. Leon and 
Sr. Barbara Millin in contributing to this write-up. 

• Sr. Alice Kendra, age 90, of the Grand Rapids Bible Students died 
October 13 from congestive heart failure ending a nearly 50 year 
consecrated walk. Originally Polish 
Catholic, she gained an appreciation 
of God's plan through the influence of 
her husband Br. Walter and her 
father-in-law. She used her talents to 
encourage brethren through 
extensive correspondence. She is 
missed by her three sons: John (2560 
Vicary Rd., Horton, MI 49246), 
Chester (4057 Sandyridge Dr., Don, 
MI49323) andJames (595 Truman St., 
Kent City, MI 49330) and six 
grandchildren. Her husband of sixty 
years, Br. Walter, died in 1997. Br. 
Eugene DeWys conducted her 
funeral October 17 comforting the 80 
assembled with the hope of a resurrection for all. 

■Br. Harvey L. Brown, age 99, an elder for many years of the 
Associated Bible Students of Portland, Oregon died December 14. He 
is survived by his wife of 74 years, Sr. Lou (1801 NE 201st Unit Bl, 
Fairview, OR 97024) Br. Harvey learnedtheTruth through his wife and 
her mother Sr. Clark. A memorial service was held December 30 at the 
Bible Students Retirement Center. 

■Br. Sam Olchowecki, age 83, of the Toronto Area Bible Students 
Ecclesia finished his course December 27. He started attending the 
Ecclesia about ten years ago. Br. Ric Cunningham conducted the 
service January 3. Further information will be in the next Newsletter 
issue. 

• Br. Calvin Witherspoon, age 81, of the Lenoir, North Carolina Bible 
Students completed his consecrated walk December 9 after suffering 
with cancerous melanoma. A 
prisoner of war during WWII, he was 
thankful to learn why God permits 
evil. One of twelve children he 
learned the Truth from his father Br. 
Gus. His mother was a Jehovah's 
Witness. He is survived by five 
children: Br. Dennis (902 N. Ashe 
Ave. Newton, NC 28658); Frank , 
Lena White, Gail Dula and Carol 
Smith; 13 grandchildren and 15 great 
grandchildren. His sister, Sr. 
Catherine Holmes, preceded him in 
death on June 29. Br. Larry Tallent 
conducted the memorial service 
December 11 with more than 80 in 
attendance. 

• Sr. Ruth Kowalski of Grand Rapids, MI Ecclesia died December 
3 1 after suffering with asthma for more than 30 years. She will be 
greatly missed by her sister, Sr. Martha Kowalski (141 S. Park Lane 
Drive NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505) who lived with Sr. Ruth for the 
past 70 years. Br. Ken Osterman conducted the service for the family 
January 6. Further information will be in the next Newsletter. 

■Br. Edmund Tobey, age 95, of the St. Petersburg, Florida Bible 
Students ended his earthly course December 9 of heart failure. His 
parents Br. Joseph and Sr. Anna Tabaczynski emigrated from Poland 
and settled in the Chicago area when Br. Edmund was three months 
old. After retirement in 1979 he and his wife moved to Florida. He is 
survived by his wife of 60 years, Sr. Jean (720 Tallahassee Dr. NE, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702); one daughter: Karen Lane; one 
granddaughter, and a brother, Br. George Tabac, who conducted the 
memorial service December 16 for the 80 assembled mourners. 

■Sr. Loretta Abrahamsen, age 85, died of pneumonia December 27 
after suffering a stroke two weeks earlier. She is survived by her two 
children: Sharon Goldfein (sharon@surfacedecor.com ) and Rusty 
Blair; two grandchildren and her sister Lois Comiskey. Her memorial 
service was held at the Bible Students Retirement Center in Portland, 
January 6. Further information will be in the next Newsletter issue. 

"...My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill: " Isaiah 5:1 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"...but serve the LORD with all your heart; " 1 Samuel 12:20 

Testimonies at Huntsville, AL September 9 

The Lord Opened the Doors 
Sr. Jana Couch, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia 
"...I was reading in the Sixth Volume about prayer and I prayed the way 

suggested—it helped me. The Lord opened 
doors and allowed everything to fall in place. I 
am so grateful to you all and the brethren of the 
Huntsville class who have supported me...I 
might say, 'What am I going to do about this?' 
And everyone would say, 'Well, you know, we 
have to pray about this.' I am grateful to him 
for knowing what I need. I pray that he will make 

me stronger. I am different than I was. I thank the good Lord for his 
mercy and patience with me. I have no doubt that this is the 
Truth... and the Word..." 

Trials are not Burdens, but Blessings 
Sr. Tamara Parker, Starkville (MS) Ecclesia: 
"...The past year has been a difficult trial for our family. The brethren 
have shown their love, encouragement and support. It has been a 
great blessing to have you in our lives. The Lord blesses us each day 
with trials and tribulations but we are not to look at them as burdens 
but as blessings because these trials strengthen our characters, 
hearts and love for each other. I thank each of you for all that you have 
done for me." 

Seeds of Truth will Sprout 
Br. Philip Mosley, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia 
"I want to share some recent witness opportunities the Lord has 
brought my way. Three weeks ago I had the pleasure of having a Bible 

study with a co-worker in Dallas, Texas. The 
topic of 'hell' came up. I asked him if we die and 
we go to heaven or hell, what is the resurrection 
all about? He is a new 'born again' Christian so 
his mind is not boggled up. He recalled the 
resurrection and a puzzled look came over his 
face and he said, 'That is a good question, I do 
not know.' For two hours, that evening, I had 

the opportunity of opening up the Bible and sharing the Gospel in the 
full sense of the word to him It was an interesting dialogue. You could 
see the light bulb go on. He said, 'I have never heard these things 
in my life.' Hopefully, we will have the opportunity to study again 
sometime. I received a thank you. I was happy to have that 
opportunity. On the plane home, I sat next to a lady and the topic of 
religion came up. She said she did not go for that Mary worship stuff. 
I said I did not either, although it was an honor for Mary to be the 
mother of Jesus...On the two-hour flight home we had delightful 
conversations. She asked me to send her some websites to look 
further into the Truth. The Lord has blessed us. I ask that you keep 
these two opportunities for witnessing in prayer. Now—or later—
those seeds of Truth will sprout." 

This is the Millennial Day the Lord has Made 
Br. Ric Hill, Atlanta (GA) Bible Students 
"...In our day, the Lord has arranged, as our numbers grow fewer... to 
open communications. Brethren fly, drive, and get on the phone or 
the Internet. The Lord has opened up all these things so that even 
though we are physically farther apart, we can be together. I love 
watching how the Lord works. We would not understand his working 
if we did not have The Divine Plan of the Ages. If you want to know 

what God's face looks like or know his character, well it is right there. 
Our privilege of getting together with those who appreciate these 
same things is special. Anytime you stand up and look at the brethren 
(like right now) in their white robes — it is quite a neat sight. We have 
had meetings expand a little in our area. We are having a couple of 
weeknight meetings by phone and that is working out...Yes 'this is 
the day which the LORD hath made... ' (Psalm 118:24) Check out the 
context; it is the Millennial Day, where we are now." 

"Hogwash"—the Truth will Wash the Swine 
Br. John Hasty, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia 
"...I gave a man a tract and said, 'Let me know what you think the next 
time you see me.' [Later] I asked, 'Did you like 
that tract?' He said, 'I think it was hogwash.' 
I got to thinking, 'Yes, it is hogwash.' In the 
Kingdom it will wash those swinish doctrines 
with the Truth and clean them up. My wife Sr. 
Rachel' s mother was a Bible student and every 
morning she would getup, raise the shade, and 
say from Psalm 118:24, ' This is the day which 
the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad 
in it. ' Sr. Rachel and I started saying that scripture every morning after 
her death..." 

"I Thank Him for the Trials" 
Sr. Nita Lamb, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia 
"My heart is bubbling over with joy to be here and to see your smiling 
faces. When I see you, I see a new creature and it is rewarding to be 
with you. When my husband Br. Jack and I 
went to conventions for about five years... we 
met many brethren. It has helped us in our 
trials—getting a card from you knowing what 
you look like when you are smiling The Lord 
is my life as he is yours. I am learning every day 
more of what the brethren mean to 
me... Sometimes it is not easy with Br. Jack not 
being here... He was areal example to the family 
and me. I can never praise the Lord enough. I thank him for you, for 
the trials he has given me to help me to see him more because I rely 
upon him..." 

Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio September 23, 24 

The Ecclesia is a Gift 
Br. Paul Lagno, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"...Three weeks ago I spent six hours with my uncle in the flesh, Br. 
August Tornquist [See Afflicted, page 13]. He asked to be 
remembered to the brethren here... He is going through Gethsemane 
experiences and is quite lonely... Even though his natural family is 
around him, he has not been able to get to many meetings. He has 
Parkinson's disease which makes it difficult to communicate I think 
that is the hardest trial for him. He also has a heart condition which 
they do not want to operate on because of his age. We had a little 
witness experience together, which was a big blessing. He went 
through experiences of his trips to Israel. 

"...I have come to realize my personal and corporate responsibility 
of being involved in the work of comforting natural Israel. I love Isaiah 
40:9, '0 Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God. ' What a privilege we have to bear the good news 



of God's heavenly kingdom and to put into perspective all the things 
that are happening in Israel and the world for the inauguration of 
God's kingdom on earth... 

"My goal is to try to be positive and use all the negative things 
that are happening as stepping stones to the place that God wants 
me to be — holy — to have the behavior that is fitting for God's 
kingdom...I appreciated the thought that the ecclesia is a gift...a 
legacy we received through the ministry of Br. Russell. I need to use 
that in these closing days of the harvest and not give it up and think 
like a rugged individualist. We need each other and we need to be 
ecclesia based..." 

Witnessing in the Hospital 
Br. Ivan Phillips, Clearwater & St. Petersburg (FL) Ecclesias 
"...Br. Harry Nugent was in the hospital a couple of weeks ago.... 

While there, he made good use of his 
knowledge of the Truth. He talked to the lady 
who gave him a CAT scan...and instead of the 
regular person coming to take him to his room, 
she wanted to do it so that they could continue 
their conversation. Then a chaplin came in and 
he witnessed to her. Later, he witnessed to a 
priest who visited. Br. Harry has a way of 
speaking... Hopefully he will not take offence, 

but he has the 'gift of gab' and he uses it well for the Truth..." 

On-line Testimony from a Porch 
Br. Bob Gray, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"Sr. Rebecca and I have joined some brethren in Lebanon, 
Connecticut, here on the porch at the Duhaimes ' ...We are with a 
group of brethren and others who are working at Br. George and Sr. 
Lori Duhaime's home...We thank you for arranging such an 
opportunity to testify and we would ask your prayers for the Duhaime 
family. This week Br. George's dad [Art, Sr.] was taken to a hospital 
and then to a convalescent home. He has had a rough time these last 
few years...please keep Sr. Martha Duhaime [Br. George's mom] in 
your prayers also. The whole family would appreciate your 
prayers..." 

Change Our Attitude 
Sr. Estelle Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio Ecclesia 
"...It has been hard for us to get to conventions unless we have a way 
of taking care of my mother... She is not so bad with her dementia that 

she cannot stay on her own for a few 
hours...Last weekend, we thought we would fly 
to the Denver convention and then put mom on 
a 'puddle jumper' to see my brother who is in 
Wyoming. I kept assuring her that everything 
was going the way it was supposed to, saying, 
`You are going to get on the flight and the next 
time you get off the flight, 45 minutes from now, 
your son is going to be there and he will be able 

to take care of you right away. Do not worry about anything; we have 
provided everything.' I did not realize that there was another 
contingency that the Lord would have to provide for. Because of 
awful winds, the plane was set down in Casper, Wyoming, instead of 
Rocksprings. Mom was by herself on that plane. When she is in 
unusual circumstances, her dementia gets serious. When my brother 
called to say that she was not there when she was supposed to be, 
I knew there was no way to change the situation. I thought of Br. 
Edgar Buckley saying, 'If you cannot change your situation, change 
your attitude about it.' I prayed to the Lord to help me have grace and 
strength to endure whatever would happen. I also prayed that he 
would provide...some peace in her heart. Then my brother called 
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again and said, 'I was on the phone with mom. A good friend of mine 
showed up at the airport. His wife was on that plane and she was 
sitting right behind mom. She put mom on the phone and I have been 
talking to her. Her flight is ready to leave and she will be here in a few 
minutes.' I could not believe how the Lord provided... 

"We miss Sr. Mildred [Raffel]. She would be pleased with this 
convention. We are thankful that her works follow her and that she 
does not have the labor that she used to have..." 

Thus Far and No Further. 
Sr. Rachel Bushlus, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia 
"...I had an experience a month ago. We had a lot of rain in our area 
and 6:30 one morning, lightning hit one of our trees. We noticed that 
the lightning hit the underground sprinkling 
system and blew out the controller in our 
garage...The cars in the garage could have 
caught on fire from the electrical bolt and 
caused more damage. We are grateful that did 
not happen because the Lord said, 'Thus far 
and no further.' But if he had said, 'Further' 
we would appreciate the experience and take it 
that way — as well as all of our experiences. 

"I thank the Lord for the privilege the class is having in sending 
the booklet, 'Embrace Your Jewish Heritage,' and the DVD to the 
synagogues in and west of our area. I am grateful for the privilege to 
cooperate with different brethren..." 

Jewish People Celebrate Life 
Sr. Joanne Lonske, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"I had an opportunity to witness on behalf of Israel recently...on an 
excursion with a friend from Honda... We talked about the Lebanon 
war, the Israelis and that experience. The 
individual had the viewpoint—which the 
media often portrays—that many Lebanese 
civilians were killed by the Israelis. That 
unfortunately is true, but overlooked is the fact 
that many of those civilians killed were used as 
human shields by the terrorists. Often 
overlooked is the fact that the Israelis try to 
minimize and avoid civilian casualties... I read that Jewish people 
probably would rather be studying the Old Testament than going to 
war. Another article said the Jewish people celebrate life whereas the 
Arab current perspective is to celebrate death —martyrdom in killing 
others. Even in time of war the Israelis tend to sorrow when they hear 
of innocents killed, whereas Arabs tend to (and I should not speak 
for all of them) celebrate when Jews are killed. At this season I am just 
glad to try and defend Israel from the media bias and to bring to 
attention that they do have a right to the land they now 
possess...They love the heavenly Father. For what they are able to 
understand, they are trying to do their best, only lacking the 
knowledge of the atonement sacrifice of Messiah...What they are 
able to share from their in-depth knowledge and study of the Old 
Testament Scriptures I appreciate. I also appreciate the Day of 
Atonement, the Ransom provided by Jesus and the opportunity for 
those that follow him to participate in the sin offering." 

Testimonies at San Antonio, TX October 14 

"None of Self, and All of Thee" 
Sr. Roberta Watkins, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia 
"I give thanks to my heavenly Father for his many loving blessings 
to my family and myself... I am one of five in my family and I have at 
different times tried to witness to each of them but no one has a 
hearing ear... I have to remember, at all times, that it is the Lord's will 

See Brethren page 6 
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to be done and not mine. I am thankful for the opportunities that he 
gives me to witness... I raised my hand for Hymn #224 because I am 
trying to get rid of the old self— so that the Lord can do a better work 
in me. 'All of Thee, all of Thee' is my testimony." 

Our Guardian Angels 
Sr. Elinor Nichols, Houston (TX) Ecclesia 
"...I thank our heavenly Father for bringing us 
safely here. We had a close call before we got 
here. I went the wrong direction on 1604, turned 
around and tried to get back on [correctly]. Cars 
whizzed passed us and one just missed hitting 
us. I felt like our guardian angels were watching 
over us. We are happy to be here..." 

Appreciating Rich Heritage—Going Home 
Sr. Debbie Stewart, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
Ecclesia 
"I have a heritage in the Truth. In my mother's family there were eight 
consecrated. Both sets of my grandparents were in the Truth. In my 

mother's family the consecrated had 
consecrated spouses. They taught me the love 
of the Truth... I appreciate this more as the years 
pass. These are precious memories. It gives me 
comfort to think of the ones I have known in the 
Truth...When they go 'home,' it is a great 
experience for thembut it is a void for the church 
on this side. I do not like that void but am glad 

to see it come because it means the Kingdom will come... 
"I do not like flying. Every time I fly, I pray all the way. This last 

trip, we were so tired that my husband Br. Laddie and I fell asleep and 
I did not pray as much as I usually do. But I thank the Lord for taking 
charge of the wings and making them calm. 

"I appreciate the blessings we have at the end of this age — like the 
way that the Truth has gone out over the Internet. People send in for 
booklets and Volumes from the booklets. I hope they are reading them 
and they know what they have. It is a wonderful Truth that can satisfy 
our longings..." 

Testimonies at New England, October 14, 15 

Fresh and Alive with Enthusiasm 
Sr. Jewel Bensen, Greater New London (CT) Ecclesia 
"I cannot think of a better way to spend my birthday than to be here 
with my brethren. I am thankful for an experience that I have had these 

last couple of years. I work in a children's dental 
office. We hired two people to help the 
hygienist in the summer. One was the child of 
brethren and the other a young girl named 
Melinda. I had the privilege of working with 
both of them and they were wonderful 
assistants. They then went back to school for 
their last year of dental hygiene. We were hiring 
a new hygienist after that. I was excited about 

both of them and I was thinking that they would both be hired but we 
only chose one. I thought it would be wonderful if the Lord had the 
brethren's daughter work with us because she could understand me, 
as she was raised in the Truth. The Lord overruled that Melinda was 
chosen instead. I can see the Lord's hand in that because she has 
been coming to the meetings for about a year and a half now with her 
husband Jaime. She appreciates the Truth. It has been a blessing in 
the class to have two young people who are fresh and alive with 
enthusiasm. Even when looking for their new home, it was important 
to them to find something without steps so that the older brethren 

could come into their home because they wanted to have the meeting 
there. They have been an example to me. They could use your 
prayers. Those who are new and young need that special help and 
guidance..." 

Three Lessons 
Br. David Hauke, Baltimore Area (MD) Ecclesia 
"My experiences of late have been a bit checkered... I had a little 
accident and consequent surgery. I wanted to share a couple 
lessons... after surgery I wore a brace on my 
arm, which totally immobilized everything 
for...eight days... My forearm was not affected 
at all but once the brace came off, I could not 
twist my hand sideways in order to type. The 
lesson was: if you do not use it, you lose it. The 
spiritual application is to constantly be filled 
because we are leaky vessels. During the 
sessions yesterday there were instances where I said. ... I know that.' 
But... I would have had a hard time putting my finger on it. So I 
appreciate going over these things. 

"Another lesson from the accident was that it was good to rely on 
others for awhile. Usually I like to be the one who is doing something 
for someone else — very self-sufficient. When I had the accident I lost 
control and others took care of me... 

"... [After the accident] I was taken to the hospital by ambulance 
within 15 minutes. Someone stayed with my bike to make sure 
everything was okay until the tow truck came. I found out from 
someone who witnessed everything that the tow truck did not come 
for three or four hours... a total stranger gave up his whole afternoon 
just to protect the small belongings of someone he had no knowledge 
of. I ...think the image of God is not totally lost from the Adamic race. 
I know many good people who will be excellent `Kingdom starters' ..." 

From Student to Teacher 
Br. Rick Suraci Jr., New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
"...In terms of the radio work we are blessed with responses from the 
local area and all over the world... We sometimes have conversations 

with individuals who [then] get in touch with 
brethren in their area. It is wonderful... 

"But I wanted to share a witness effort that 
has nothing to do with the radio. In November 
of last year, I went to see a client who was on 
our class mailing list. She called me and needed 
some things ... I went there prepared to talk with 
her ...She had her Bible and books on the table 

so it was easy to start a conversation... in a few weeks I went back to 
follow up... During the 45 minute conversation I suggested that if she 
was interested we could start having a Bible study. We have met 
every week since last November. Sr. Mickey [Gamble], Br. Troy' s 
mom has been coming with me. Two Wednesdays ago when we went 
to see Joanne (our follow-up name), she had that look on her face— 
she has been meeting with Jehovah's Witnesses for a year, and in the 
past months she had become frustrated because she understood 
salvation and the Kingdom and they do not. She had gone from 
student to teacher in a lot of ways. She had a loyalty to them because 
they brought her much of the Truth but they fell short. She under- 
stands the high calling and consecration and believes she has been 
called. At the end of their study two Fridays ago, she said, 'I cannot 
do this any more. You do not understand the Plan, as you say you 
do, and you do not even understand your roots ...By the way, you 
need to know that Charles Russell is the Seventh Messenger, not the 
Watch Tower.' Then she left. She came to our meeting the following 
Sunday and hopefully, by God's grace, she will be here tomorrow. It 
has been such a thrill to watch the process of the Lord drawing 
someone. Ten years ago she became a client of mine in the business 



world and has been on our mailing list for many years. But when she 
was ready, the Lord opened a door and the Lord led me there. When 
the Lord sees those who are truly searching, he finds a way for them 
to find the Truth. It is an encouragement to me and hopefully to you 
to keep your eyes, ears, hearts and minds open because we have the 
only message that has an answer in the world—period. Whom are 
we telling about it?" 

Being a Doer of the Word 
Br. Meryl Sammis, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
"I am thankful to be here with the brethren. Being in the world you do 
have tribulations as the Bible says. There are challenges and 

experiences and the Lord creates situations in 
which you learn and in which blessings are 
received, but you sometimes have a bumpy 
road. Sometimes it takes a little while to sift them 
out, to appreciate and understand what they 
offer...It is a blessing to attend conventions 
and studies and learn more of the Word of God 
and have more surety of his plan and what he 

offers each of us...He says to be a 'doer of the Word,' not just a 
hearer— not just to read it but to apply it in your life everyday. We 
may have ramifications but they will prove to be fruitful and we will 
benefit by them..." 

Together for Eternity 
Sr. Tricia Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
"As you know, getting together with the brethren has been 
encouraging to come back to that touchstone of fellowship... When 

I see you, it strengthens me in my own daily 
walk. It helps to put things in perspective...I 
appreciate the timeframe of our Lord's return 
and how gracious the Lord is to provide us with 
this food...and...light— the privilege of 
understanding the glorious aspects of his 
kingdom...I appreciated John 14:1-3 from 
today's lesson, let not your heart be 
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
have toldyou. I go to prepare aplaceforyou. And ifl go andprepare 
a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. ' I rejoice to be with the Lord and 
to think we can be together and serve him for eternity." 

Spiritual Truth Served in a Little Hall 
Br. Glenn Pryor, Greater New London (CT) Ecclesia 
"As many of you know I play the bagpipes...somewhat 
professionally...I played at an event for the retiring fire chief in 

Middletown, Connecticut at a beautiful church 
[filled with] hundreds of people, an 
internationally known organist, choir director, 
and music professor —an authority on early 
American hymns. I also met a nationally know 
political cartoonist for the Hartford 
Current...Many generous people involved 
with good social causes attended...But they 
did not have the Truth. That is a big 

difference...I knew that I would rather get my spiritual food in some 
little hall sitting in chairs like these. We do not have an internationally 
known organist playing—although sometimes we do have some 
wonderful sisters who play. It was beautiful to be able to make that 
contrast. We have the Truth— and that is our treasure. Nothing the 
world could provide compares to it..." 
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Testimonies at Connellsville, PA, October 28 

Thank You for Your Prayers 
Sr. Fran Young, Muncie (IN) Area Bible Students 
"...I thank my heavenly Father for the privilege of being here and I 
want to tell those who know that my son will be coming home on 
November 1. I can see the Heavenly Father's steps in the process 
of bringing my son home. Thank you for your prayers..." 

A "Crash Course" 
Sr. Carmen McCall, Steubenville/Connellsville (OH) Ecclesias 
"... I want to share something that happened to me...I cannot relate 
too well with little children. This bothered me for a long time. I 

thought, 'How can I make my calling and 
election sure if I do not have compassion, love 
and something special for children?' Living 
across from us is a young family with a four-
year-old daughter. In May they had 
quadruplets, born ten weeks premature...I saw 
them when they were nine weeks old. I went 
over and when I walked to the door the mother 

said, 'Do you want to hold the baby?' Then she handed me a bottle. 
To my amazement it felt natural. I said, "This is just not happening 
to me.' I stayed for about two hours... On my way to work, I prayed, 
`Lord is this what you want me to do?' I have been over there three 
or four times a week sometimes. I have stayed over night to help them. 
Now I am a bottle washer. I am thankful to my heavenly Father that 
he lifted that burden. I felt guilty and ashamed of myself. He lifted 
it in one shot. He gave me a 'crash course.' I am thankful for this 
unusual experience..." 

Love For the Father 
Br. Dan Beard, Puget Sound (WA) Bible Students 
"...We see the deep spirituality and love manifested in the brethren 
here...I appreciate the topic that was selected [James 1:19, 20]. It is 
helpful on many different levels...Sometimes 
you have to go through experiences yourself 
before you can be helpful to others—to have 
the heart appreciation of the principles that are 
involved. During the break,we shared, how we 
learn to love our heavenly Father more by 
learning about the plan of salvation and 
forgiveness. We learn of God's love 
manifested and see his character exemplified in the principles in this 
study. It gives us a better appreciation of who he is and how he is 
defined by the word, 'Love.' We see it manifested in all the various 
features of The Divine Plan of the Ages..." 

Go and Talk to the Lord 
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"I am happy for the opportunity to be here. In the past two months 
I have had probably five conversations regarding the proper 
Christian response to injustice and unfairness. 
Sometimes it happens in the world and 
sometimes it happens to consecrated 
Christians... is it okay to be angry when we see 
something that is just plain wrong, or, is it okay 
to truly grieve when someone we love—such 
as a small child—is taken away from us or some 
other thing that may not be fair? Sometimes life 
is just not fair. I asked a number of brethren and 
have been blessed by their responses and personal testimonies of 
how they have dealt with being angry at injustice. The best solution 
I learned was to go and to talk to the Lord —explaining the whole 

See Brethren page 8 
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thing, why we are angry. By doing this we can sometimes resolve the 
anger in our hearts. So this convention seemed to fit right in with the 
last two months of fellowship that I have had..." 

The Truth has Blessed Me 
Br. Walter Hrechuk, Winnipeg (MB, Canada) Ecclesia 
"I bring the love of the brethren from our class. We number about 25... 
We have been kept quite busy with correspondence with brethren in 

Canada, the USA and Ukraine...We bring the 
love and greetings of brethren from Ukraine, 
Poland and Moldova. The Truth has always 
been a great blessing to me. It has helped me 
in my everyday life. We have had a lot of 
opportunities to witness by radio and 
television. I thank the Lord for the rich 
promises we have and for the outline of God's 
plan. I am happy about the rewards for the 

Church, the great company, Israel and the world. I am thankful that 
we can serve. I ask an interest in your prayers that we may continue 
to encourage one another to contend for 'the faith once delivered 
unto the saints. ' I am getting on in years but I can still visit from a 
long way. I thank the Lord for everything." 

Testimonies at New Haven, Connecticut November 5 

Holding on to the Vision 
Sr. Lois Montague, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
"I thank the New Haven Ecclesia for the letter 
they sent me... about holding on to the 'vision. ' 
A poem was enclosed— 'Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus' It said to tell a world that is dying about 
Jesus' perfect salvation..." 

Eight or Nine of Us Meet Together 
Sr. Bernice Blenco, Okanogan Valley, BC, Canada 
"I want to greet you all and thank my heavenly Father for allowing us 
to be here. It is a pleasure, joy and a blessing for us. I am happy to 
bring you the love from our class. There are eight or nine of us that 
meet together. I am saddened to hear about Sr. Irene Mitchell. We 
spent many wonderful years at the Dawn when... We appreciated her 
so much. As we know that is the direction for us all, we are thankful 
when one goes on to be with the Lord. God bless you all." 

Bound Together, though Fewer 
Br. Ray Luke, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...I want to assure the brethren with the words of the American 
humorist Will Rogers when he said that 'the news of my demise is 

premature.' That is true of the Jersey City Class. 
Even though we are few and diminishing—as 
I think most ecclesias are—we are thriving in 
the Lord and that is what matters. As we get 
fewer we become more precious to one another. 
The spiritual relationship becomes more 
meaningful and more profound in our daily 
experience. 

`...In our own little way we try to 'brighten 
the corner where we are.' About six weeks ago we were at the Bible 
Students Retirement Center. We spent several days there, one with 
Sr. Irene Mitchell. We saw she was failing, not in pain but uncomfort-
able. She could not leave her room and was in a wheelchair. She told 
us about her desire to go home. I knew at that point that she was not 
far from going home. She needs your prayers as do many of the other 
brethren there...Time has taken its toll and yet the fruits of righteous-
ness are being developed. We need each other and we need to be 
more bound in the spirit of love... that transcends the little weak- 

nesses of the flesh, or our not seeing perfectly every iota or instance 
of doctrine. Then we will be able to concentrate more on the essentials 
and draw together in the unity of the body. Thank you for the 
opportunity to express these words..." 

`Meatball Brigade' 
Sr. Jackie Suraci, New Haven (CT) Convention 
"...It is a privilege to go to conventions and...fellowship...and to 
receive the blessings of the talks. I am a new grandmother as of Friday. 
Our son David and his wife had a little girl they named Rachel. I am 
happy because Rachel was a beautiful person 
in the Bible... 

" I am happy that Sr. Carolyn [Fiorello] is 
situated now [Bible Students Retirement Cen-
ter] and has her computer working and we hope 
she is on-line. We love and miss her today...We 
also missed her when preparing for the conven-
tion. She was supposed to be on the 'Meatball 
Brigade.' This year we made 320 meatballs...I 
know it is a privilege when you cannot get to convention to meet with 
the brethren on-line..." 

Nothing Better in the Universe 
Br. Joe Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
" ...When Br. Ken Rawson mentioned Sr. Irene Mitchell (in hospice), 
my mind went back to 1944-1945. After receiving the Truth in the 
Navy, I came back to my home in New Haven, went to New York and 
was baptized by Br. Martin Mitchell. That is a 
fond memory. I remember my mother was sick 
in bed but got up and took the train to New York. 

"...This past week I spoke to a gentleman in 
his fifties — a friend of my son. I invited him to 
my apartment and for four and a half hours I 
talked about the Truth. He did not question 
anything. He loved it... I gave him a First 
Volume and a talk on the Tabernacle. My voice 
is hoarse but it does not stop me, brethren. My determination is to 
please the Lord. Even though I fail many times I desire your prayers 
that I may have the strength to continue in this narrow way. I do not 
see any better thing in this whole universe..." 

Testimonies at Jersey City, NJ, November 19 

Helpful in the Healing Process 
Br. Tim Armstrong, Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia 
"...I thank our heavenly Father for his overruling in our recent 
experiences [See Afflicted, page 2] and for your phone calls, cards 
and e-mails. Reading through the words and scriptures of 
encouragement were helpful in the healing 
process. I appreciated that many brethren are 
going through far more difficult times and more 
physical pain than I encountered. It increased 
my faith and trust in the Heavenly Father. As 
I was being transferred from one operating 
room to the other, the Daily Heavenly Manna 
text from October 27' came to mind, 'My times 
are in thy hand... '(Psalm 31:15) Whatever the Father's will is, it will 
be accomplished. Whatever the lessons I am to learn from this 
experience, I certainly hope I do. I will keep my heart and mind open 
to the leadings of the heavenly Father and will continue to follow in 
the footsteps that he desires me to walk in...The prayers and 
fellowship of the saints are wonderful. Although we are small groups 
scattered about the country and world, difficult trials and experiences 
bring everybody together and we truly are a large group. Just as large 
as the heavenly Father wants us to be. I continue to try to share and 

See Brethren page 15 
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Carnegie Hall was where Br. Russell con-
ducted many public meetings and where his 
funeral was conducted. Br. Bob persevered 
to enter the normally closed Carnegie Hall 

and another witness opportunity opened 
with the caretaker while she allowed us to 
take some photos of the hall. We were thank-
ful to be able to enter this historical landmark. 
All the seating and lighting have been re- 

placed but the original brick walls are now 
exposed and one can see the old archways 
that once marked those walls. In the year 2000 
the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 
Commission put a marker outside Carnegie 
Hall at the corner sidewalk that interestingly 
reads: 

Charles T. Russell 
(1852-1916) 

Pastor Russell formed a Bible study 
group in Allegheny City in the 1870s; 
developed it into the Watch Tower Bible 
& Tract Society. It became the legal 
corporation for Jehovah's Witnesses. 
He lived in the Bible House nearby, 
1894-1909; spoke here at Carnegie Hall. 
With the assistance of Br. Brian Kutscher 

and some old plat maps with owners' names, 
we were able to locate the J.L. Russell and 
C.T. Russell properties in the area. The 
boarding house Br. Russell deeded to Maria 
Russell for income still stands at the intersec-

tion of Cedar and 
North Avenues. 
Additional proper-
ties were owned 
near Sherman and 
Jacksonian 
Streets. We ex-
plored the area 
where four major 
sections of prop-
erty, covering 
more than three 
acres, were held 
by C.T. Russell be-
tween Chautau-
qua Street and 
Chester Avenues. 
The two central 
streets through 
those properties 
are now named 
Burgess and Rus-
sell Streets. This 
is an older and 

somewhat rural part of the city and Russell 
Street is still paved with cobblestones. By 
1909 the plat maps show these properties 
being held by the Watch Tower Bible & Tract 
Society. 

As a climax to our visit into the past, we 
were also able to visit the cemetery site of Br. 
Russell's tombstone—just one day before 
the 90th anniversary since our dear Pastor 

Post Office - front 

ended 	his 
earthly course. 
We were grati-
fied to see the 
two pictures of 
Br. Russell on 
the tomb-
stone—which 
had been van-
dalized some 
years ago—
now delight-
fully restored 
on the front 
and back side. 
After a prayer 
together thanking the Lord for the ministry of 
"that servant," we departed grateful we can 
know the Har-
vest Message 
through the 
writing of the 
man with the 
"writer's 
inkhorn" 
whose work 
does follow 
him. 0 
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Excerpts from an Historical Interview 
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In 1979 Br. David and Sr. Marsha Hauke 
and Br. Glenn and Sr. Rochelle Pryor 
recorded an interview 
with Sr. Rose Hirsh in 
her home in 
Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

Br. Glenn writes: "I 
think the Lord arranged 
to have a few brethren 
who worked closely with 
Br. Russell live long 
enough to share their 
first hand memories with 

- those a number of gen- 1912 Sr. Rose 
erations removed...It is helpful to get the 
perspective ofhistory and an idea of the kind 
ofspirit Br. Russell and others demonstrated. 
I encourage more brethren to record the 
memories, thoughts and experiences of our 
older brethren." The Newsletter is grateful 
for the insight of these brethren and herein 
publish excerpts of that interview. Ed. 

Hearing the Truth 

When I was thirteen we belonged to the 
German Lutheran Church and I went to a 
school where we studied catechism and I 
joined the church. I got the Truth in 1897 and 
was 20 when I symbolized my consecration in 
Tiffin, Ohio. Br. Frank 
Draper was to speak on 
"The Second Coming of 
Christ" in Tiffin, where 
we lived. My mother was 
educated in German and 
was taught the Bible in 
school, so she knew that 
the Lord was coming Br. Frank Draper 
back. We were going to 
hear Br. Draper in the summer time at River 
View Park, and at that time I think, my mother 
bought Volumes One, Two and Three of the 
Studies in the Scriptures which were out by 
then. She also subscribed to the Watch 
Tower. That was the beginning of study in 
our home. The class was little then, I do not 
believe there were more than twelve or 
fourteen, which included our whole family of 
eight children— four girls and four boys. We 
had three classes a week...My oldest brother 
was 17 and he was leaving to go out west to 
take up government land. If he lived on it for 
three months out of the year he could claim 
it. Anyway, the rest of us kept studying and 
came into the Truth, consecrated and held 
onto it. 

Colporteuring 

Br. Russell heard I was thinking about going 

into the colporteur work and asked about it. 
I said, "Yes, Br. Russell, I am." He said, "Why 
not now?" I said, "I am not ready, Br. 
Russell." He said, "What do you mean by not 
ready?" I said, "I do not feel I am established 
in the Truth 
enough that I 
could answer the 
questions that 
would be put to 
me." "That is not 
the thought," he 
said, "You are not 
supposed 	to 
answer 	the 
questions, you 
have the books." I 
said, "I could do 
that; I could sell 
those books." So, 
my brother, Br. 
Robert and I 
entered the 
colporteur work 
that same year, as 
we were entirely 
free from the farm 
work. I went to 
Urbana, 
Wapakoneta, and Piqua, Ohio and then to 
Chicago, Illinois around 1908. There were 
eight of us and the friends rented an 
apartment and got furniture from their attics 
for us. We lived there for the winter. It was 
cold and one morning I was out in six below 
zero weather and a lady opened her door and 
said, "Come in. What is anyone doing out in 
this?" So, I had an invitation to come in out 
of the cold. Anyway, from there we worked 
for Br. Russell. The territory was given to us 
from the office; they had all the records of 
where the colporteurs were and what 
territory they were to cover. Then I went to 
Hartford, Connecticut and worked on toward 
Brooklyn. 

Meetings in Br. Russell's Day 

We did not have the question books then... 
We would read the paragraph and discuss it. 
The leader would have it all thought out and 
he would have a ready answer. I think more 
depended on the leaders in those days. Br. 
Brooks had a store and the meeting was 
arranged in his store. 

Oh, but the conventions in Br. Russell's 
day, you know we were all together, there 
were not any disputes, because we were all 
reading the Watch Tower and studying the 
Volumes and we were not questioning Br. 
Russell's thought on things. We knew that 
he was a student of the Bible, way beyond us;  

we kept digging to get his thoughts and get 
it into our heads and learn it that way. Those 
were precious memories... Every year we had 
one big convention at Nominate Park, I re-
member that one... We would go right from 

the colporteur work in the field and into the 
convention. I think in that way it was more 
precious. 

Bethel 

In 1914, when the Photo Drama of Creation 
was put on the screen, I was ushering in the 
New York City Temple. Then I was invited to 
come to Bethel to live and work in the art 
department. The invitation came from Br. 
Russell, through the office— they did all the 
correspondence. Br. Russell could not be in 
personal touch with all the different ones in 
the work but the orders were from 
him Certain ones were asked, according to 
what needed to be done, and if they had a little 
talent. I do not know how they found out 
[about me]. I had very little talent; I was not 
a developed artist. The work was coloring the 
screens and I could do that. You just had to 
touch up. That reminds me of the slides called 
"The Cemetery" [The Bible Hell]; the 
tombstones had to have the green grass 
added between them and that took a steady 
hand. I think there were eight of us in a room 
with easels and the light shown in from the 
back. Anyway it was wonderful to be there 
and share in any of the work... 

[Pastor Russell] certainly acted...the way 
the Lord would act and speak. All the Truth 
people know Pastor Russell from his writ-
ings; they show what he did. He was digni- 
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Br. Hirsh 

fied all the time, nothing boisterous. I only 
saw him laugh one time and that was when 
someone was telling a story about an Irish 
lady and her husband having fights. I think 
it was the same lady and Br. Russell said, "Did 
you ever try heaping coals of fire on his head 
like the Bible says?" "No," she said, "I did not 
try that but I did try hot water." And Br. 
Russell laughed... In the dining room most of 
the time we would see Br. Russell at the head 
of a table in the middle of the dining room. He 
had quite a walk to the stairway, to his study, 
and he would just glide along. He had the 
most graceful walk. That way those who 
worked in the dining room had a chance to 
talk to him as he was leaving...There was a 
window right by where he sat at the table 
where brethren from the business office came 
to Br. Russell with problems, for five to ten 
minutes. 

Br. Hirsh had the Tamaqua [PA] Courier 
Newspaper, before he took up the Truth and 
he turned that over to his brother Ed when he 
went to Bethel. So Br. Russell put him in the 
proofreading department. He and Sr. James 
were the two who proofread the Watch Tower 
before and after it went to print to see if 
everything was all right. 

Br. Hirsh and I were married in 1915 — the 
last full year Br. Russell was on earth—on 
Christmas morning. Br. Hirsh had made ar-
rangements with Br. Russell and after break-
fast Br. Russell invited all the family to the 
parlor. Br. Hirsh and I, Br. Van Amburgh, Sr. 
Cath and many others were there. Br. Russell 
said, "Is there any-
one who would like 
to get married?" Br. 
Hirsh and I stood up 
and he married us. 
After a while he said, 
"Is there anyone else 
who would like to be 
married?" Then Br. 
Van Amburgh and Sr. Cath stood up. They 
were both tall and were married right after us. 
It was like a dream... 

After Pastor Russell's Death 

Br. Russell had given Br. McMillan charge 
over the business office in [the Brooklyn] 
Tabernacle and when Br. Russell died Judge 
Rutherford sent word 
to Br. McMillan to 
"Hold everything until 
I come..." 

Through the Share-
holders meeting, Ruth-
erford changed certain 
things in the bylaws the 
day he had 
authority...he had 
something to stand on. He had a paper he 
wrote and he put in there what he thought 
was his legal right to do. 

Br. Russell had given his voting shares to 
five sisters that could vote all his shares you 
know, and those sisters would vote the way 
Br. Russell wanted them to vote. Judge Ruth-
erford declared all that 
illegal so those had no 
value [the votes] at all 
and he got away with it. 
Some lawyers helped 
him out with that. 
When you read about 
Br. McGees — who is a 
Trust Lawyer—he 
knew all about it... Then 
Judge Rutherford got everything in his hands. 
The directors had written to as many elders 
of classes they could get ahold of and asked 
them what to do...A team of lawyers in New 
York City said they could prove that what 
Judge Rutherford did was illegal...The elders 
said, "Do not go to worldly lawyers with 
church matters." That tied the hands of the 
brethren. They could not do anything. 

...Br. P.S.L. Johnson had ideas too ... and 
was there, well before we were put out. Br. 
Johnson was given orders to leave and some-
one in the home packed everything up and 
put it outside the door. Br. Johnson was out 
at the time and when he came back there was 
someone watching the door so he could not 
come in... That was something — at the Bethel 
home. Well you know about the trouble that 
came since 1916— [There were] many classes 
and so many friends not established in the 
Truth enough to hold onto it or get estab-
lished. It had to be; the Lord wanted the 
division to come. I do not see anything else... 

Put Out of Bethel 

We had to pack up and go, because Judge 
Rutherford arranged certain things...When 
we were told to leave, our friends in Jersey 
City — Br. and Sr. Chapman—said to come 
and share their apartment. They paid $30.00 
for the apartment and they had one extra 
room. Br. Hirsh and I went there and 
continued in the colporteur work as long as 
we could get books. The brethren were all 
arrested and sent out and the Tabernacle was 
closed. You could not get books anymore. 
...We had nothing more at all to do with 
them... [the Society]...After the office was 
closed everything was sent to Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Br. Spillen had the books but 
he could not sell them or hand them out. 

The brethren were arrested and went to 
Federal Prison for trying to put out The Fin-
ished Mystery as Br. Russell's posthumous 
work...In that book was a chapter on 
patriotism...Br Hirsh was arrested with 
[them] ...there were seven... because his name 
was [still] on the Watch Tower as the proof-
reader. That book said our citizenship is in 
heaven and more or less that we were not 
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interested in citizenship here. They [the 
authorities] found out...and we got notice. 
We went to the trial and the first thing they 
did was to nullify Br. Hirsh's part because 
they knew [that] he had no connection at all 
[with the Society]. So he was freed. It was a 
relief, in a way, because of the trial of leaving 
Bethel. I have forgotten much because it no 
longer hurts...we have been on the side of 
the Truth...Where are the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses? What have they lost...they have 
lost the high calling...The others are not on 
the side of the Lord and he has not blessed 
them with the Truth. 

...Br. Hirsh was one of the four directors 
and they were all put out of the Bethel...Br. 
Hirsh applied at the Journey Journal and 
they gave him the position of proofreader 
and he was with them quite a while. It was too 
much brain work and having gone through 
the awful experience of separation at Bethel, 
he could not take it. His head and back were 
so tired he had to go to a chiropractor. The 
chiropractor suggested he take a study in 
chiropractic. Louise Jolly was in college 
studying chiropractic and she suggested we 
go to the chiropractic college in Pittsburgh. 
We investigated the different ones and 
thought we were guided to go there because 
there was a class there...Br. Brinkman and Br. 
McComb were there with a nice established 
class, firm to the Truth. We graduated in 
1926. The Philadelphia Class had an apart-
ment picked out for us down the street, here 
at 524 Livingston Avenue. So we put up our 
sign, Roselle Hirsh and Robert H. Hirsh: 
Chiropractors. 

Br. Hirsh's Death 

Br. Hirsh died in 1949, 30 years ago... he gave 
a discourse in the afternoon, "We Shall See 
the Lord in a Land Afar Off' — about the 
present conditions and the Truth. That night 
he did not sleep well and at four o'clock in the 

morning he was gone. I 
had called a doctor 
down the street and 
she told me I had better 
send fora clergyman. I 
know she was telling 
me he was dying. I said, 
"That will not be 
necessary. He has 

lived a good life and he has a glorious hope 
before him." It was wonderful he could go so 
peacefully; he spoke and testified for the 
Lord just a couple of hours before he died. It 
makes me happy just to think of it. He was 
faithful and loyal to the Truth and he loved 
the friends. We entertained a lot of friends; 
we had a table that would seat twelve and we 
had conventions here... 

See Historical Interview page 13 



At Kolar Gold Fields, 
India September 10 

Br. Mahendra 
Sr. Mary 
Br. Suresh 

Br. Francis, Br. Mahendra and Br. Raju 

Br. Francis, Br. Suresh and Br. Raju 

Br. Francis, Sr. Mary and Br. Raju 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"My son, attend unto my wisdom, and bow thine ear to my understanding: " Proverbs 5:1 

Immersions 
	 At Yorkton, Saskatchewan, Canada October 8 

2006 
Br. Shane Anderson, Calgary, Alberta Ecclesia, found a tract, 
contacted the Winnipeg Bible Students website. 

Br. Shane Anderson being immersed by Br. George Wilmott 

At Columbus, Ohio October 8 

Sr. Adina Bogdan, Columbus, Ohio Ecclesia, fiancée of Br. Stefan 
Neagomir, both originally from Romania. 

Sr. Adina and Br. Stefan 

Serving Our Brethren 
"Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that your labour is 

not in vain in the Lord " 1 Corinthians 15:58 

New Address: 

Bible Student Archives 
Brian Kutscher 
7327 Green Meadow Lane 
Canton, MI 48187-2482 
Phone: (734)207-1865 
E-mail: bkutscher@comcast.net  

"A Book of Remembrance" 
The booklet of Thursday Manna texts, entitled "A Book of 
Remembrance" is being offered to assist the brethren in noting their 
experiences throughout the year. The booklet comes in two formats: 
a pocket version with small print (3 11/2 x 5 1/2), and a larger size and print 
(4 1h x 8 11  ). The booklets are only available in English and can be 
mailed individually or in packets. Please state the format and quantity 
desired. Contact: Ed and Gail Grabner, 598 Bureau Street, Mahomet, 
IL 61853, or e-mail .  grabner@mchsi.com  

Memorial Supper: Sunday, April 1 - After six o'clock 



Judge Rutherford 

Historical Interview From page 11 

Siblings 

[My brother] Br. Robert was in the colporteur 
work when he developed thyroid trouble and 
was taken to the hospital to be operated on 
and he died. He was married and I do not know 
whether his widow is living now. She was 
living in Ohio; they were both zealous in the 
colporteur work. He and I and my oldest 
brother were the only ones to marry; he had 
six children and he is the one that kept the 
family name, Leffler... 

[My] brother 	was an elder in the 
class of about 50 in Tiffin, Ohio and that class 
used to be one hundred percent Br. Russell 
and the Truth. They nearly all went with the 
Society. He knew a lot about what had 
happened through me but he could not see 
that the Watch Tower Tract and Bible Soci-
ety was not 'the channel' for the Truth. It was 
no more than a business organization that Br. 
Russell used to do the work, get the literature 
out and so forth...Judge Rutherford labeled 
[the society the channel] and of course Will 
did not understand I think he knew it long 
before he had the courage to take a stand. He 
left the Jehovah's Witnesses altogether... 

My youngest brother Ralph came into the 
Truth and consecrated and [became] a 
Jehovah's Witnesses and a strong one. He 
does not think there is any hope for me unless 
I come back to his ' Truth. ' I have a bunch of 
letters I have written to him over the years 
trying to show him what Br. Russell had said 
about the conditions of the world and every-
thing, but it did not make any impression, 
Ralph just cannot see it. Nearly every night 
when I finish my prayers, I ask the Lord to 
bless Ralph, I do not tell him how to bless him 
or what to do. He is in his hands and I just do  

not know, I get homesick for him. He was the 
baby of the family and he is 92 years old now. 
He is legally blind and walks with a cane, he 
goes out witnessing with his tracts, he is very 
active. 

Today 

...Atnight ...I usually watch the six o'clock 
news on television, then I read my Daily 
Heavenly Manna and Songs in the Night and 
I sing a hymn and I read a little in the Bible 
trying to refresh our 
mind on some of the 
scriptures I know. I of-
ten read the books con-
secutively. I like to read 
the Fourth Volume We 
were talking yesterday 
about the battle of Ar-
mageddon and I was 
surprised how little I remembered about the 
scriptures concerning the battle of Armaged-
don. I am thankful for the Truth. When I read 
it, it is familiar, so I thank the Lord that my 
memory has held out as well as it did in regard 
to spiritual things. I am so thankful for that. 
What would I do if I did not have the Truth 
for my mind to feed on. Sometimes when I 
cannot sleep at night I go over the 5th chapter 
of Matthew, up to "...love your enemies' 
(Matthew 5:44) and I recite that. Then I go 
over 1 Corinthians 13 on love, followed by the 
91" Psalm and then the 23rd Psalm and it gets 
my mind off other things...I never get tired of 
studying the Truth. I am thankful that I can 
spend most of my time reading and studying. 
The only thing now is that my eyes are 
getting so that I have to use a magnifying 
glass and I cannot overdo it. 

I was happy to be in Wilmington, Dela-
ware. I told the brethren I love them all. I mean 
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that too; they are trying to follow the Truth 
and serve the Lord. We should love each 
other, the Truth, the Lord, the brethren and 
lay down our lives for it. "This my command-
ment, That ye love one another, as I have 
loved you. Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for this 
friends." (John 15: 12,13) That is what we 
want to demonstrate. So many friends are 
doing that toward me. I get many wonderful 
letters, [I received] the Chicago Convention 
letter that was signed by 75-80 people and 
nearly all had a scripture text. 

The blessings get sweeter, deeper and 
more precious as time goes on. To think of 
such a countenance around us, protecting 
and keeping us and not allowing anything to 
come to us but what is for our preparation for 
the Kingdom. "... There shall no evil befall 
thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling..." (Psalm 91:10) We have all those 
precious promises. It is wonderful. And that 
is true of all my life. I have lived all these years 
and I never had an experience that was harder 
than I could bear, never. 

Br. and Sr. Van were here last night and 
when we said good-bye, Sr. Van put her arms 
around me and I was looking at her right in the 
face and she said, 'It will not be long. "No, 
Sr. Van' I said, 'It will not be long and we will 
put our arms around each on the other side of 
the vail.' It is so near, you know, and it seemed 
so real. It seemed like I was almost enjoying 
what we will enjoy then. Putting our arms 
around those we loved here in this narrow 
way. But the best of all is our Lord, and 
Savior. He says, "...I am with you always..." 
(Matthew 28:20) All along the way to the end 
of the world. 
Editors note: Sr. Rose L. Hirsh, born 
November 12, 1877; entered into rest April 
15, 1984 at the age of 106 years. 0 

Afflicted From page 2 

■Br. August Tornquist (125 Barclay Ave., Staten Island, NY 10312) 
has suffered declining health in the last year. At age 87, with a heart 

condition and Parkinson's disease, he does not 
have the physical vigor to attend meetings or 
use the computer. He is cared for by his 
daughter Heidi and her husband with whom he 
lives. He is mentally alert and frequently recalls 
his blessed association with the brethren. Any 
cards or letters received would be "a wordfitly 
spoken." Proverbs 25:11 

■ST. Martha Mull (1451 Marlin Ave., Grand Rapids, MI 49544) 
wishes to extend her appreciation to the household of faith: "Dear 
Brethren, Greetings in Christ Jesus. In 
thankfulness and gratitude to the dear ones 
that remembered me in their prayers, sent 
cards, called by telephone and visited. I was 
overwhelmed by the thoughtfulness of my 
brethren. I am continuing to feel better. My 
back is getting stronger. I had spinal fusion and 
stabilization surgery on August 28. My grown 

children were especially kind, taking turns to be with me. For all these 
experiences and providential overrulings and love I am truly 
grateful." 

Mr. M. Abel (No.18,Chikkanna Garden, Shankarapuram, PMK. Rd., 
Bangalore-560 004, Karnataka State, India) was hospitalized 
unexpectedly September 29 and diagnosed 
with advanced kidney failure in both kidneys. 
He is undergoing dialysis twice a week. Many 
transplants in India are not successful and lead 
to further complications so he is regulating his 
diet and considering the Lord's will for an 
alternative treatment. 

This experience was unexpected for man 
only 23 years of age, Until his hospitalization Br. Abel was energeti-
cally engaged in full time witnessing and follow-up work in the 
Bangalore area using his God-given talents as a public speaker. He 
was able to attend a one-day convention in Bangalore November 5, 
where he rejoiced to receive e-mails from brethren around the world 
sent when his condition was first announced over the e-mail service. 

See Afflicted page 15 
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World News 
■Earth's temperature has warmed to its 
highest level in thousands of years. 
Seventeen hundred plant, animal and insect 
species moved pole-ward at an average rate 
of 4 miles per decade in last half of the 20th 
century. Associated Press — 9/26 

■Geoengineers believe they can keep the 
Earth's temperature to a constant to hold off 
global warming until a new energy source 
replaces fossil fuels. Unmanned ships 
spraying salt water into clouds to increase 
their reflectivity, spraying pollution into the 
upper atmosphere, and placing a sun shade 
between the sun and the earth are among 
their ideas. USNWR — 10/23 

■Cell phones are providing the first Internet 
access to millions in the Third World. Many 
Bangladeshi homes lack running water, 
electricity, automobiles and land-line 
telephones but now have Internet access. 
Washington Post — 11/24 

• Scientists researching the Great Pyramid's 
construction believe that the ancient 
Egyptians may have used concrete in its 
building. Mineral ratios in several of the 
blocks do not match any known limestone 
sources. If true, the use of concrete 
technology was 2500 years earlier than 

previously thought. NY Times — 12/1 

■Scientists have found 200 "dead zones" in 
the world's oceans, a 34 percent jump in two 
years. Pollution-fed algae deprives other 
marine life of oxygen, creating the dead 
zones. Associated Press — 10/20 

■Honeybees can be trained to detect 
explosives, even in trace amounts. Military-
funded research discovered that honeybees 
rewarded with sugar water can be trained to 
locate bombs. 11/9 

■US military planners doubt the country's 
manufacturers can sustain the nation in a 
conflict larger than the current Iraq war. The 
decline of the Detroit auto industry and rise 
of industrial China have decimated scores of 
machine and tool shops throughout the 
Midwest, many of which supported defense 
manufacturers in the past. Some Pentagon 
analysts believe as much as 10 percent of the 
parts for an Abram's tank are now made in 
China. Indianapolis Star — 10/8 

■In an "impartiality summit" British 
Broadcasting Corporation executives 
acknowledged the news organization is 
dominated by homosexuals and people from 
ethnic minorities, deliberately promotes 

multiculturalism, is anti-American and is 
more sensitive to the feelings of Muslims 
than Christians. Daily Mail — 10/21 

■Most of the U.S. income gains from 
increased productivity since the 1990s went 
to the top one percent of Americans, who 
earned more than the entire bottom 50 
percent. This is a degree of income disparity 
never before seen in the United States. 
USNWR —10/2 

■Married couples are now a minority of 
American households. More adults are 
leading single lives or living unmarried with 
partners. In 1930 married couples accounted 
for 84 percent of U.S. households. NY Times 
—10/15 

■Israel has the highest fertility rate among 
modern democracies in the world. For almost 
the entire Western world, increasing wealth 
and education are linked to plummeting 
birthrates. European nations having fertility 
rates below the replacement level anticipate 
a shortfall of 20 million workers by 2030 and 
struggle with strained pension systems. 
While the United States rate hovers at the 
replacement level of 2.1, Israel's rate is 2.7 
children per woman. Jerusalem Post— 9/21 

Reli • ion in the News 
■A new ten-nation survey of Pentecostal 
and charismatic Christians — considered the 
fastest-growing stream of Christianity 
worldwide— show they are deeply 
influencing the Roman Catholic and 
mainstream Protestant churches and are 
poised to greatly impact global affairs. The 
poll by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public 
Life found that "spirit-filled" Christians, who 
speak in tongues and believe in healing 
through prayer, comprise at least half the 
population of Brazil, Guatemala and Kenya, 
44 percent of Filipinos and nearly one-fourth 
of U.S. citizens. The study also found that 
charismatic and Pentecostal Christians are 
increasingly willing to bring their values into 
public debates, which could shape 
government policies in the years ahead. The 
Pentecostal movement, which began a 
century ago in Los Angeles, spread quickly 
overseas because of its adaptability to local 
cultures and the exuberance of its worship. 
Crosswalk — 10/10 

• The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America has formally apologized for 
Lutheran persecution of Anabaptists in 
16th-century Europe. A statement approved 
by the ELCA's board of directors declared 

the denomination was expressing "its deep 
and abiding sorrow and regret for the 
persecution and suffering visited upon the 
Anabaptists during the religious disputes of 
the past." ENI — 11/20 

■Zoroastrianism, a religion that predates 
Christianity and Islam, may soon be extinct. 
Once 40-50 million adherents dominated an 
area from India to Greece. Only 190,000 at 
most remain today. NY Times — 9/9 

■For the first time since the Holocaust, 
rabbis were ordained in Germany, marking 
the gradual return of Judaism to a nation that 
once tried to destroy Jewish life. About 
600,000 Jews lived in Germany before the 
Nazi's took power in 1933. All but 12,000 died 
or fled the Holocaust. Since the fall of the 
Berlin wall the Jewish population has grown 
to about 100,000 in Germany. Washington 
Post — 9/15 

■More than 200 members of a "lost" Jewish 
tribe are set to immigrate to Israel from 
northeastern India in what some say is 
nothing less than a miracle of Biblical 
proportions. "This is a project of national 
historical and theological significance," said 

Michael Freund, chairman and founder of 
Shavei Israel— an organization that helps 
communities around the world return to their 
Jewish heritage and the land of Israel. The 
Bnei Menashe (children of Manasseh) were 
descendants of one of the 10 "lost tribes" of 
Israel. "Their ancestors were exiled from the 
land 27 centuries ago, and despite wandering 
for so long and so far, they managed to 
preserve their sense of Jewish identity and 
now, just as the prophets foretold, we are 
witnessing their return. It is a miracle." 7,000 
more still wait to come to Israel. Crosswalk 
—10/27 

■The World Council of Churches called for 
a United Nations investigation into possible 
war crimes committed during the Lebanon-
Israel conflict. The WCC central committee 
said it was "alarmed at violations of 
international law on armed conflict by the 
combatants in this war and by the 
international community's failure to ensure 
the protection of civilians and the 
proportionate use of military force." It was 
also alarmed "by the Israeli military's 
extensive use of cluster munitions in south 
Lebanon particularly when a cease-fire was 
already imminent " ENI— 9/5 
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Conventions 

2007 
"But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice. " Psalm 68:3 

Convention Center, 17017 Nine Mile Rd., Southfield, Michigan 48075. 
Contact: 586-759-3459. 

February 17,18 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio. Theme: Valiant Warriors: The Lives and Lessons of the 
Apostles. Hamilton Plaza Hotel, 2124 S. Hamilton Rd., Columbus, 
Ohio 43232. Six speakers. Contact: ElnetaMacAlister, P.O. Box 813, 
Westerville, Ohio 43086. Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail: 
elalister@yahoo.com  

February 17, 18 Phoenix, Arizona. Southwest Bible Students. 
Theme: The prophetic Types and Antitypes of Elijah, Elisha and John 
the Baptist. Sunnyslope High School, 35 West Dunlap Ave., Phoenix, 
Arizona 85021. For accommodations contact: Ted Roca. Phone (602) 
768-8064. For programs/information contact: April Mengos (480) 
390-3767. 

March 18 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students 
Ecclesia' s 37th Annual Pre-Memorial Convention. Columbus Cancer 
Clinic, 65 Ceramic Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43214. New Location. One day 
only. Pre Memorial Study: "The Great Haller Psalm 113-118. "They 
sang an Hymn and went out." Contact: Todd Alexander, 5463 
Eaglesnest Dr. , Westerville, Ohio 43081. Phone: (614) 891-1181. Cell 
Phone : (614)519-8282. E-Mail: toddnalex@aol.com  

March 24, 25 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
Ecclesia Annual Pre-Memorial. Contact the Secretary: Lois 
Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, Delaware 19720. 
Phone: (302)328-7673. E-mail:tlarm1874@earthlink.net  

May 5, 6 Southfield, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of 
Metropolitan Detroit Annual. Five speakers. Southfield Hotel and 

May 6, East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students Annual. 
Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford, 
Connecticut. Contact: Janice S fivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, 
Connecticut 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-Mail: 
djslivinsky@  sbcglobal.net  

May 26, 27 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students. 
Clarion Hotel, Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th St., Seattle, 
Washington, 98188. Phone: (206)242-0200. Four Speakers. Topical 
Study. Baptismal Service. Contact the Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 
16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, Washington, 98012. Phone: (425) 
742-4439. E-Mail: pa1m2520@earthlink.net  

June 2,3 Morris, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students. Saturday 
held in Morris, Connecticut. Sunday at the Litchfield Firehouse Hall. 
Contact: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, 
Connecticut 06721-1494. Phone: (860) 567-0109. E-mail 
Tsimonis@aol.com  

June 22-24 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish 
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial St., SE, Salem, Oregon. For information 
or accommodations contact: Rosemary Wojcik, P.O. Box 362, Salem, 
Oregon 97308. Phone: (503) 391-7078. E-mail: 
rosemaryw29@msn.com  

July, The Indiana-Ohio Ecclesia Convention for 2007 has been 
cancelled. A 2008 convention is being considered. 0 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Brethren From page 8 

encourage others, those in the narrow way and those who have an 
eye to see and an ear to hear the wonderful Truth..." 

Sister Classes 
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...My first Jersey City Convention was in 1947... For several years 
it was basically a get-together with a small class in Boston and the 
Jersey City class...It has been a blessing to watch the Jersey City 
Class grow over the years and actually change their members. Some 
have died and some have left. New ones have come in. Jersey City 
has always been in my heart as a sister class to New Brunswick... 

"I bring the Christian love and greetings of Br. Allen Springer...A 
party of brethren was leaving from Moldova for Tulun, Siberia... and 
one of the brethren who was going to be in the group had a serious 
setback with an illness the latter part of this past week. We are 
thankful for the Lord's overruling that it happened before their long 
journey on the train for five days to and five days from Tulun. New 
Brunswick rejoices in the opportunity to be able to help brethren in 
Moldova and the Ukraine to periodically go to Tulun and help the little 
class there... Last week Sr. Irene Mitchell had a slight stroke in 
addition to the other burdens and severity of illness that she is going 
through..." 0 

Afflicted From page 13 

Their encouragement and prayers give him comfort and strength in 
this ordeal. 

■Sr. Elizabeth Hagensick (Nurses Helping 
Hands Inc. ALF, 7191 71st Street N., Pinellas 
Park, FL 33781) at age 96 is unable to attend 
meetings. She walks aided by a walker. She 
enjoys having cards read to her as it brings back 
memories of the many friends she has made at 
conventions over the years.. 

■Sr. Toni Cramer (29 Lakeview Dr., Monongahela, PA 15063) is 
saddened, at the death of her mother Betty Spellman at age 89 on 
November 21. For the last four and a half years Sr. Toni has faithfully 
been at her mother's bedside as the effects of dementia slowly took 
her life away. Sr. Toni is thankful for the many lessons she could not 
have learned any other way. She and her husband Br. Wes ask a 
continued interest in prayer that they may be of assistance to others 
who likewise are dealing with a family member suffering with 
dementia. "...weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning." Psalm 30:50 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net  
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17, Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 

... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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