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Renewed Interest Creates I-0
The Newsletter is
grateful to those
who have so
d iligently
captured
the
history of the Bible
S tudents
movement as it
progressed. We
regret that space
has limited our
presentation. Ed

1974 Br. David
Niemyski photographs
displays
As the 100th year of our Lord's second
presence approached in 1973, seven
ecclesias in Indiana and Ohio sought to
commemorate the occasion by hosting a
Centennial Convention. With prayerful
consideration the ecclesias each elected one

representative for a term not to exceed two
years consecutively. Ecclesias from Ohio
were: Akron, Cleveland, Dayton and Piqua;
from Indiana: Columbus, New Albany and
Northwest, Indiana.
Each representative sacrificed his time
monthly for four to five months traveling to
and from "Pioneer Patch" — the home of Br.
Alvin and Sr. Mildred Raffel in Dayton,
Ohio—to make the necessary arrangements.
Br. Bob Jones from New Albany served as
Committee Chairman. Articles of Agreement,
designed in New Albany, were approved by
the seven ecclesias and helped to guide the
representatives in their selection of theme
hymn, theme text and speakers who professed Present Truth doctrines as outlined
by Pastor Russell in his writings.
The 1974 Centennial Convention , held at

season to the household of faith."
Br. Edward G. Lorenz presented the public
witness program, "Christ's Millennial Kingdom Is At Hand" on Saturday evening. The
following brethren served as speakers during the four-day gathering: Brs. Robert Alexander, Washington, D.C. ; Edward Borowiec,

Indiana-Ohio ifecteOiaO'
pentennial gonvention
1874-1974
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First Indiana-Ohio Convention Committee
Left to Right: Brs. Alvin Raffel, Dick Peddemors, Harry Grable, Bob Jones, David Chastain,
John Bazilus and David Niemyski

Greetings in the Lord
As the year 2006 is underway, we feel the
need to reflect on the past year, with all its
blessings, lessons of growth, mercy and
comfort the Lord has graciously bestowed
upon us, while looking ahead to new
opportunities, experiences and blessings.
With the world spinning out of control in
discontent, crime, sorrow and confusion etc...
Our fervent prayer is that of our Lord "thy
Kingdom come." May these words and the
new year bring the joy and peace of Christ
into your heart and be your strength as you
walk in the narrow way.

Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana, had a
visual display — organized by the Chicago
Bible Students —of the Truth movement,
capturing the progress of Harvest activities
during the previous one hundred years. The
displays included comprehensive samples
of Truth literature.
The goal envisioned by the committee
was to build one another up in "the most holy
faith" and to hold to Truth in its entirety as
presented by that "faithful and wise servant."

As stated on the convention program
"May this convention serve to recapture in
our day, both the spirit and example of the
Seventh Messenger, who faithfully proclaimed our Lord's Millennial Reign begun,
and laid down his life serving the meat in due

To all who believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, as the
Ransom Sacrifice, and in His Second Presence
since 1874.

THEME — ACTS 3:19-21
"Repent ye therefore, and be convened, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of
refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
"And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you;
"Whom the heaven must receive until the times
of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken
by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the
world began."
THEME HYMN NO. 7/3
First Indiana - Ohio

Convention program

Beloit, Wisconsin; Edgar Buckley, Jackson,
Michigan; Ralph Gaunt, Jackson, Michigan;
Rodney Hugelman, Beloit, Wisconsin; Art
Jezuit, Chicago, Illinois; Daniel Kaziak, Detroit, Michigan; Owen Kindig, Columbus,
Ohio; Peter Kolliman, Wilmington, Delaware;
Henry Kwolek, Detroit, Michigan; Edward
See 1-0 page 9
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"The LORD

is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed." Psalms 28:8

▪ r. Isaac Roldan (127 Eaton Place, Staten Island, NY 10302, e-mail:
ir5757 @ netscape. net ) fell 20 feet off of a ladder
while replacing cable line for his employer on
February 7. Because of the great pain, his first
thought was that he had broken his back.
Thankfully, there were no broken bones only
a cracked rib. Br. Isaac sees the Lord's
overruling because, landing a few inches to
either side, he would have missed the soft
ground and landed either on the street or on his truck. He is continuing
in physical therapy to regain his strength and mobility.

■Sr. Elizabeth Amoo (P 0 Box KW 363, Kwadaso - Kumasi, Ghana,
e-mail: samuelamoo@yahoo.com) was admitted to the hospital with
breathing difficulties in early February. A month later Sr. Elizabeth
writes, "The result from the x-rays was that [because] my pressure
was high I had developed pains in my legs, head and back. I was in
the hospital for six days. I am now doing better."
■Sr. Lauren and Br. Alex (Carl) Rose (2013 NE 19 St., Gresham,
OR 97030) wish to thank all the brethren for their cards and
expressions of love during the illness and death of Sr. Lauren's
mother Sr. Mary Pro (see Entered into Rest). They are grateful the
Lord saw best to take her quickly. The brethren's assistance,
especially from the local ecclesia and others at the Retirement Center
has been a comfort in their time of need.
■Sr. Barbara Hughes (117 Oak Ridge Terrace, Weatherford,
TX 76086, e-mail: barbhughes@evl.net) is severely tried by the near
death experience of her son Russell. A fall
January 17 jarred loose a peritoneal shunt that
relieves water accumulation on his brain, a
condition known as hydrocephalus. Doctors
performed an emergency procedure in
intensive care — without anesthetics, just
morphine— to tap the fluid from his skull. After
his condition stabilized doctors replaced the
shunt, his third in 24 years. After being released from the hospital
January 28, his condition deteriorated during the next two weeks and
he returned to the hospital. Apparently, his shunt was not placed
correctly and had to be repositioned. He was in the hospital for an
additional six days, two in intensive care. Though much improved,
damage to his optic nerves left Russell unable to focus his eyes
properly. Sr. Barbara and his sister, Sr. Holly suffered along with
Russell and continue to assist in his recuperation. The family thanks
the brethren for their e-mails, cards and prayers. It was strengthening
in their time of need. Everyday Sr. Barbara recalls, "Faith can firmly
trust Him, come what may."

■Sr. Wilma Shannon (459 Cooper Cove, St. Augustine, FL 32095,
e-mail: p12345gg@yahoo.com) had total knee replacement surgery
January 24 followed by six weeks of painful therapy. Two weeks
before the surgery, her 38 year old son Brad had his second surgery
to remove a cancerous brain tumor that grew since his first surgery
two years ago. Sr. Wilma is thankful she can now drive and take him
for his radiation treatments in Tampa. In the last four years she has
lost two sons, one to cancer, and another from a heart attack. Like Job,
amidst all her own suffering, Sr Wilma continues to see the goodness
of the Lord and longs for the Kingdom when there will be "...neither

■Br. Zenon and Sr. Daniela Rozwarski (69 rue de la Gascogne,
68440 Landser, France, e-mail• ZRozwarski@aol.com) of the Bollwiller
Ecclesia were shocked by
the unexpected death of
their 29 year old son Michael
on January 9. An added
strain on the family is that he
died thousands of miles
away at his American home
in Houston, Texas.
Michael' s talents and
interest brought him to
America to study for an advanced degree and teach at Rice
University. A strong friend of the Truth, Michael enjoyed working the
lighting board and sound system at the International conventions.
On his personal website he wrote of his faith in God's plan and the
Ransom for all. For the last six years he regularly studied with the
Houston Ecclesia and he attended the Chicago convention a few
days before his death.
Sr. Daniela and her daughter Gloria were able to attend the funeral
January 17 in Texas, which was generously arranged by the University at their Chapel. They were thankful that Br.
Freeman Thompson, whom they had not met
before, could convey the hope of the resurrection. Of the 120 in attendance only 11 were
brethren, others were students, fellow professors and friends. More than 200 attended his
funeral service and burial in France on January
28. His sister Gloria Daniel and numerous
lir
relatives in the Truth from France and Poland
and the Houston Ecclesia keenly feel their loss.
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■Sr. Suzanne (Jambor) Bauch (2049 Champagne, Ann Arbor, MI
48108,e-mail: suzannejam@aol.com) broke her right femur December
22 while skiing with her children. After six days in the hospital she
returned home using a wheelchair. A full recovery is anticipated. In
spite of the pain of the flesh, she is rejoicing in the growing interest
her husband Ric has shown for the Truth after he met the brethren who
were witnessing at a booth at the Ann Arbor Street Art Fair last
summer Sr Suzanne thanks the Lord for carrying her through some
harsh trials and the contrasting abundant blessings for her and her
children.
■Br. Walter Ostermann (6 Full Turn Rd., Levittown, PA 19056, email: Verite4@verizon.net) had quadruple
bypass heart surgery December 12. Because of
complications he spent almost five weeks in
the hospital including intensive care and later
moved to the rehabilitation center. He and his
wife Sr. Barbara are grateful for the Lord's
watch care and know this is an experience to
learn from. The prayers of the brethren have
sustained them. They wish to be submissive to this permitted
experience.

■Br. Freeman Thompson (3430 Chateau Dr., San Antonio, TX 78219,
e-mail: freethom@ sbcglobal.net) had outpatient orthopedic surgery
February 6 to repair a torn rotator-cuff in his left shoulder. The doctor
commented that the damage was worse than the MRI revealed. Br.
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the Freeman exercises at home to regain the full use of this shoulder. His
former things are passed away." Rev. 21:4
right shoulder requires surgery later this year. As the only elder in
See Afflicted page 9
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Entered Into Rest
"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a guiding of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens." II Corinthians 5:1

■Sr. Janine Zbik, age 81, of the Associated Bible Students of ■ Sr. Dora Smith of the Metropolitan Bible Students of Chicago,
Metropolitan Detroit completed her earthly pilgrimage December 28 Illinois died January 25 from heart failure at the age of 89. Devoted to
as a result of congestive heart failure. the Lord and discouraged with
Raised in the Truth, she attended the various churches, she was ready
Polish Ecclesia in Detroit. ground for the Harvest Message and
Consecrating at the age of 16, she received the Truth twenty-five years
eventually attended the "Junior Bible ago from her daughter-in-law Sr. Zona
Students" — children of the Polish and son Br. Porter. Sr. Dora was an
brethren who started an English- ardent student and active participant
speaking class. Her faith and love for in the ecclesia studies. Widowed
the Lord and Present Truth was an since the mid-eighties she was
anchor to her in time of trial. She is lovingly cared for in the home of Br.
survived by her children: Jim Kluze, Porter until her recent move to a
Bob Zbik and Patty Raredon (5800 nursing home. She is survived by two
Lawndale, Detroit, MI 48210); sons: Br. Porter Smith III (154
grandchildren: Sr. Karen Long, Jim Bellwood Ave., Bellwood, IL 60104, eRaredon and Tyler Zbik and one mail: psmith1008@hotmail.com) and
great-grandchild. Sr. Janine did not Frank; two grandchildren: Alexandria
wish to have a funeral or memorial service but rather wanted to be and Porter Smith IV. Br. Alfred Bums conducted the memorial service
remembered with her favorite scripture and hymn, both expressions January 28 for the sixty-five in attendance.
of her heart. Zephaniah 3:17 "The LORD thy God in the midst ofthee
is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest SSr. Mary Pro, age 80 of the Portland Area Bible Students ended her
in his love, he will joy over thee with singing." And Hymn #324 — suffering January 22. Diagnosed with leukemia less than four weeks
"Cause For Gratitude"
before her death, she endured a stroke that left her paralyzed on one
side. Sr. Mary embraced the Truth more than forty years ago in
■Sr. Livina Ngozi Ekeh, age 36, of the Agwa, Nigeria, Bible Students Southern California. Her weekly visits to a brethren-owned
Ecclesia died December 23 from typhoid fever and liver problems. Her laundromat introduced her to The Divine Plan of the Ages. She soon
husband Br. Vitalis introduced her to the Truth, which spurred an realized it was what she had looked for her entire life. When she
active interest in ecclesia activities and support of him as a deacon. learned the history of the Bible Students, Sr. Mary remarked that her
Consecrated just two years, her cup included suffering a stroke and grandmother had lived in Allegheny, Pennsylvania and was a
paralysis. Survivors are her husband (c/o Agwa Bible Students contemporary of Pastor Russell but she and her mother were Christian
Ecclesia, PO Box 98, Obudiagwa Owerri, Imo State, Nigeria, e-mail: Scientists. Since October of 2000, Sr. Mary has lived at the Bible
abiblestudecc @yahoo.com) and four young children, one a Students Retirement Center. Sr. Mary clung to Present Truth through
premature baby. The funeral service was conducted February 11 by all her trials, disappointments and health problems because she knew
Br. Cajetan 0. Egbu, with a discourse entitled "Why Do People Die?" "No matter what, the Truth was right." Sr. Mary is survived by her
There were over 1,000 in attendance.
daughter Sr. Lauren Rose (2013 NE 19th St., Gresham, OR 97030), with
whom she lived more than fourteen years, and her granddaughter
■Sr. Grace Hamlin, age 95, from the Bible Students Retirement Jennifer. No funeral or memorial service is planned.
Center suffered a massive stroke and died February 21. Raised in a
Godly atmosphere as a Presbyterian, ■Sr. Vassilia (Pat) Polychronis of the Hampton, New Hampshire
Sr. Grace and her husband Br. Homer, Ecclesia fmished her earthly course December 29 at the age of 80 after
were ready for the Truth when they suffering a heart attack. Sr. Pat was
had a discussion with an brought up in the Truth by her parents
acquaintance, Br. Paul Davis, on the Br. Alexander and Sr. Helen
subject of baptism. She consecrated Diamond. She made her consecration
in 1942.
to the Lord in 1941 at the New York
The Hamlins lived many years in Labor Day Convention.
San Luis Obispo and San Leandro,
Her faithfulness and love will be
California and Tigard, Oregon. She sadly missed by her two daughters:
and Br. Homer lived and worked at the Sr. Elaine Goodrich (8 Dumas Ave.,
Dawn in the 1970s and after lived Hampton, NH 03842) and Sr. Debra
intermittently in Japan— serving the Ketchel (296 Aldrich Rd., Portsmouth,
brethren and overseeing translations NH 03801); one son: Timothy Polyof the Volumes. Sr. Junko (Kamada) chronis and four grandchildren. She
Holmes heard the Truth through them is also survived by five sisters: Srs.
while acting as their translator. Br. Homer and Sr. Grace raised three Freda Karavas, Anne Diamond, Eunice Madison, Phyllis Goulis, Sylvia
daughters: Sylvia Bilshak, Patty Lockett and Edy Henderson. Sr.
Grace had four grandchildren and five great grandchildren. Br. Homer Batchelder and several nieces and nephews. Br. Ron Batchelder gave
preceded her in death in 2000. Br. Jerry Leslie conducted the memorial her funeral witness January 4 to 90 in attendance.
service February 25 to approximately 80 in attendance including
■Sr. Agnes Mason from the Cleveland area died January 15, a month
caregivers and family members.
See Deaths page 12
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Our Brethren Speak
"He giveth power to the faint; and to

them that have no might he increaseth strength." Isaiah 40:29

Testimonies at Jersey City, NJ November 19, 20 2005
My Knees Did Not Shake
Br. Brian Montague, Highland Park (Brooklyn, NY) Ecclesia
"...A while back, early in the morning with few people around, I was
on my way to Sunday meeting — hunkered down with a CD player,
easel, clipboard, bag and a few other things...I
had to walk about a block from where I parked
to get to the nursing home. As I was walking,
someone approached me. I could tell that
unless I ran in the other direction, he was going
to follow me. He stopped me and asked if I was
a minister. I told him I was a minister of the
Lord's Truth and one of his servants. He told
me he needed to be saved. I told him that I could not save him there
on the street. I mentioned where I was going and what I would be
doing and that he was certainly invited to the Bible study we would
be having. He told me he had been through a lot of hardships, he was
hungry and it had been a long night. He asked if I wanted to know
what he was going to do. I thought, 'Well this is probably going to
be the end of my life right here.' He said that he was ready to hold
someone up and cause great harm. I forget what happened exactly
after that but my knees did not shake. I consecrated my life to the Lord
and am not looking for rights here on earth. My time would come at
one point so if that was to be my moment, that would be it... I spoke
a few words, gave him a tract and $20 as well. He looked destitute.
He actually helped me carry my things from that point to the nursing
home. I did not have a problem with it and appreciated the help... my
lesson is, we never know when an experience is going to come, and
how or when our lives may come to a close, so as we have
opportunities today we should take advantage of them while the time
is at hand..."
"I am a 'Christ' ian."
Sr. Bernice Swan, Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia
"...You do not always know what message you can give to other
people. I have been a teacher of English for about 37 years and see
no signs of retiring. I remember some words spoken at my husband's
class reunion. 'Are you tired or retired?' I am not tired so I am not
going to retire yet and that is in the service of the Lord as well as in
my temporal job... At a parent conference, some parents were walking
behind me and said, 'Mrs. Swan we want to share something with you.
The students have a special name for your room. They called it the
holy room.' I was impressed by that and said that it is the Lord's good
doings there. It was very dear to have such a nice name given to my
classroom. We never know how our light is going to shine. Before
I go into the room, I pray... sitting at my desk and reading the Manna
and Resolve...I ask the Lord to bless that classroom each day.
Students, that are not even my students, say, 'There is something
about this room, is it brighter?... I think it is cleaner. ' They cannot
put their finger on it... I say to the Lord, 'We know what it is.' I keep
that room holy. It is holy to me because he gave me the job of teaching
and when the children come in, they know that I am a 'Christ'
ian...They appreciate that because they know that I walk with Christ.
There are many wonderful blessings in my life. I continue to walk in
the Truth and love every minute of it. The Lord and I are in a wonderful
association. I thank him for the brethren. I am looking forward to the
`big' fellowship we are going to have one day...Think about that
wonderful wedding that takes place and the gift that we can humbly
bring to the Lord for all he has done for us... My love is with the Truth,
brethren and the glorified church...and with the Kingdom that is
promised to us... "

"Classes Getting Smaller but May be Stronger."
Sr. Carmela Luke, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia
"I have many greetings to give to you...In Orlando, Florida I think
many know my sister, Sr. Jo and her husband Br. Leonard [Wesol].
Br. Leonard has heart problems but you would never know it. He
continues to serve as an elder of the ecclesia
and they need your prayers. From there we
went to Gulfport, Mississippi... Br. Buel needs
your prayers. He did not get much damage from
[hurricane] Katrina. He is grieving the loss of
his wife and needs encouragement and is holding to his faith. Br. Michael Costelli and his
family were a wonderful example to us. Everybody knows the devastating damage they received from the
hurricane...His 13-year-old daughter, [Maddie] ...said it did not matter, those were material things but they have their lives. It was nice
to see this young girl taking it so well. From there we went to Houston,
Texas...About six brethren meet regularly to study and sacrifice for
the Truth including Sr Elinor Nichols and Sr. Peggy Snyder...From
Texas we went to Phoenix, Arizona... where there was an all-day
gathering. It is wonderful to go throughout the country and see the
brethren holding fast to the Truth. The classes are getting smaller but
may be stronger. Before we got to Phoenix, we stopped to see Sr. Stella
Kazmer...She is still active doing what she can. These brethren have
physical limitations but that does not keeping them from witnessing
the Truth, bringing in new interests and working with them. In
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Br. Rick Buss was happy fora visit...The
brethren in the Southwest do not get as many brethren coming
through...They cling to any fellowship they can have...
"We stopped by Oklahoma City to visit my nephew. Sonny is the
son of my brother Louie, who recently died. He was raised a strict
Catholic by his mother...He always had misgivings towards the
Catholic religion. He was open to the Truth and has started to read
the first Volume. Most of our discussions were about the Truth.
Sonny and his wife heard all about the plan...There is a time for
everyone. His wife also lost her mother. Sometimes when that
happens some think more seriously about life and death...
The natural beauty of this trip was spectacular, the skies, desert,
shrubs and the seascapes...What a great God we have. I am grateful
for the Truth and for you. The speakers are appreciated. I am thankful
for the research they do and the information they give us to draw on..."
Testimonies at Phoenix, AZ December 31, January 1
Witnessing to a Buddhist
Sr. Janell Porcolab, Phoenix (AZ) Bible Students
"We have had a lot of blessings this year...including the birth of our
son Enver... Lately I had a witness opportunity with a lady I carpool
with. She is Japanese, raised Buddhist, and
recently started going to a Bible study in
which...she has twenty questions to prepare
every week. We look over her study questions
in the car, as we have an hour drive, and talk
about the Bible. I have been enjoying that.
"Br. Michael [Brann] mentioned at the beginning about the hymn. It brought back to
memory a convention Sunday school I attended. The brother asked
us kids if we knew what we were singing about. For the hour lesson,
we went through one of the hymns and what it meant. He emphasized
that the hymns are prayers. I have always appreciated that. Br. Ken
[Rawson] mentioned in his discourse about seniors that might wake
up at night wondering who might take care of them. If Br. Alex and

I can help you in any way, we have a care home and will try to help
the best we can. Even if you cannot come live with us—maybe we
can help you in some other way. So please remember that. Please keep
us in your prayers."
"God Knows What He is Doing"
Sr. Alethea Mundell, Southwest (AZ) Bible Students
"...I enjoyed the discourses and especially the studies. I hope that
I can continue to meditate upon the precious Truths brought out in
them...Spiritual gifts from above are the best
gifts of all. They can come from sentiments
expressed...bringing love and encouragement
to both the giver and the receiver. This was my
experience and will be long remembered as I
have these blessings to refer to all year long. I
feel now, he loves me more than I realized and
that he loves me more than any other being
does. This gives me the love to glorify his name. I will share with you
a couple of the blessings I have received. One was Gen. 21:22 (NIV).
The other one was Gen. 31:49. I also want to share a poem that was
a blessing to me at one time and I hope it is to some of you. I received
it from Sr. Ruth Maillard quite a long time ago when she gave me the
Tabernacle Shadows Helping Hand book. It reads: 'Always
remember, God knows what he is doing. He had something special
in mind when he created you. No matter what happens you are an
important part of his plan. I know that sometimes it may not seem like
things are going the way they are supposed to but you can be sure
that he knows every detail of your situation and is prepared to guide
you through it.' I pray that I may continue to be faithful and to develop
more faith in him and in his love for me..."
Quite a Few Blessings this Year
Sr. Sylvia Golby, Alberta, Canada
"...We have had quite a few blessings this year... Br. Bob and Sr.
Deanna Gorecki came all the way up to our place — stayed a couple
nights and we had a meeting and studies. I used to go for cancer
treatments every six months and they told me not to come back
because there is no more cancer in my body, which ...takes a load off
my mind. Of course, I could get cancer again but I am cancer free for
now. I enjoy...hearing the talks and having the fellowship. The
brethren put so much work into their talks and we really appreciate
that..."
Ecdesia Enlarged for the Work
Br. Laddie Stewart, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
" I thank my Heavenly Father for the privilege of ending this year
and starting the New Year being with the brethren...I have appreciated
the fellowship deeply and the opportunity of getting to know you
better... I am now retired. Of course, the question comes up, 'What
are you going to do with your retirement? How are you going to spend
your time?' That has been marked out for me already. During the last
two years our class has become very active...if it were not for the
brethren throughout the country we would never be able to do this
work. Dozens of brethren enlarge our ecclesia... Brethren put together
computer files, packages, and answer questions. I am going to give
you some figures...to encourage you to be involved. I am saying this
with thanksgiving...Our class is made up of 14 individuals. During
the past year we have received these requests: 24,142 for 'How to
Study the Bible' booklet; 920 for the First Volume; 1,476 for The End
Times Newsletters and 127 for video CDs...We have mailed out 12,000
The End Times Newsletter...and have a mailing list of more than 43,000
individuals who have requested literature. Sr. Debbie [Stewart] and
Sr. Elneta [MacAlister] have the responsibility of mailing follow-up
work. We made our family room a workroom where brethren can come
to help if they have the opportunity. Over 300 sets of Volumes or
seven-in-one Volumes have gone out this year. Br. Bill Gill is in charge
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of sending out answers to questions. He has had over 1,800 requests
for questions to be answered...brethren in Connecticut, Michigan,
Indiana and all over the country are answering these questions... We
are thankful for what the brethren have done to help us serve in this
way. I think you can see that I am not going to be lying around in my
lounge chair for the next year in retirement..."

The Best is Yet to Come
Br. Emile Hirscher, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia
"... The Truth is still the same—the best is yet to come and we all look
forward to it. The world needs it more than ever ... There are some
wonderful people who have gone to rest that
will be brought back... Psalm 45, speaking about
the faithful ones of the past says, ' ...whom thou
mayest make princes in all of the earth.' It will
be wonderful for those faithful Ancient
Worthies to be like prince Jesus was when he
was on earth. They will be upright and helpful
to the whole world of mankind. The heavenly
phase of the Kingdom, which we all hope to attain, will be over it all.
All to the Heavenly Father's and our Lord and Savior's glory, for
which we are so grateful..."
We Just Have to Ask
Sr. Rebecca Grudzien, Phoenix (AZ) Bible Students
"...Br. Mikolay' s mother Sr. Mary Grudzien was to visit from
November through March but at the last minute her insurance
company would not insure her overseas. She felt that she had better
stay home. She is 76 years old and was packed and ready to come.
She was crying and it was sad for everyone. Please keep her in your
prayers. We hope to visit her next year, since we need to see her and
stay closely in touch with her, especially since she lost Br. Stan two
years ago... I am thankful for all who made it here I thank the brothers
for all their work that goes into the discourses and appreciate the
passion that I hear from the podium. I also appreciate the privilege
of knowing the wonderful Truth. It seems that every day that I walk
with God the less anxious I am for tomorrow. When I first started out,
I used to think, 'Oh, what is going to happen?' The more we ask for
peace, the more our Heavenly Father and our Lord Jesus give it to us.
We just have to ask. I pray that this next year we can continue to be
polished..."
"Turn Around Blessings"
Br. Eleos Mundell, Southwest (AZ) Bible Students
"I am deeply grateful to the Lord that I am able to be here. Last year
at this time I was very ill. It seems like turn around blessings,' which
started about a month ago at the San Diego
Convention. That was the start and this is the
second half...We have been richly blessed by
the services, especially the study meetings and
the fellowship. It is a blessing to me to see some
again that I have not seen for many years.
Particularly, Br. Laddie and Sr. Debbie
Stewart... I am thankful to the Lord for our
ecclesia. I feel like the class is a spiritual family,
which is a blessing. I love them all. They have elected me to a service
that I pray I can fulfill. I need the Lord's grace. I can say that I am not
what I used to be...I hope spiritually I am much improved from what
I was years ago...
Our ecclesia is getting involved now in trying to put on a television
broadcast. We also want to get involved in a website for disseminating the Truth. It takes a lot of time and driving but I am thankful for
the opportunity of sacrifice. Br. Laddie stressed in our study this
morning the privilege, blessing and joy that it is to sacrifice, laying
down our lives in the Lord's service and on behalf of his Truth and
See Brethren page 6
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people. I ask an interest in your prayers for our endeavors as an
ecclesia and also in my individual endeavors to serve him and to do
his will as faithfully as I can. I know I need his grace and the prayers
of the brethren..."
Testimonies at Chicago, IL December 30-January 1
Reaching the World through the Internet
Br. George Tabac, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"... One of the greatest blessings I had started before the convention.
Br. Ed Winske visited the press... It was an inspiration to me. He comes
from the Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio Ecclesia that was instrumental in starting
the 'key word advertising' on the Internet... All
the follow-up that has to be done is farmed out
because they are too small to do it...Because of
Jordan's [Gray] ability, Chicago is putting out
this kind of 'advertising' as well. We are
- sending out 'For This Cause' on a video
CD...We have 13 language translations of Volume One, now on the
same disk as 'For This Cause.' [People can read the 1st Volume on the
computer, download it or send for the book. Translations that are on
the disc are English, Polish, French, German, Romanian, Spanish,
Dutch, Japanese, Korean, Russian, Swedish, Tamil, Ukrainian.] It is
thrilling to think what is happening. Br. Tom [Ruggirello] made a
report... 186 countries have requested Tor This Cause.' It used to
be that we would send out twenty thousand booklets at random and
maybe twenty would respond. Now, people are coming to us, looking
and searching for information about the Lord and his Word. How
exciting that the Truth is going into those countries. Many of them
are the poorer countries who have very little. Those disks are going
from house to house and village to village. What a privilege we have
of bringing forth the Truth in a way that has never been done before.
We are looking for the Lord's leading and making all the versions of
`For This Cause' into video CDs. We pray an interest in your prayers.
I would like to encourage other ecclesias to become involved. The
more that can participate—we can flood the world with Truth. The
systems are getting to know the effect of Truth as it is going forth."
"I the LORD will Hold thy Right Hand"
Sr. Helene Crawford, Aurora, IL
"It is good to be here and go someplace where you can share
scriptures—because in many parts of the world you would get shot
for doing it. My theme scripture this year is from Isaiah 43:18, 19.
['Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of
old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall
ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers
in the dessert.'] I am going to hang on to that with joyful expectation.
The other scripture is Isaiah 41:13. [ ` For I theLORD thy God will hold
thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.'] I like

these two scriptures because of the visual image. Here Jehovah is
with his right hand holding on to my right hand—and your right
hand— and that is powerful. I wanted to share that — especially with
those who have been newly baptized. You are on to a new adventure.
You are on the winning side. It is true that we have hard times. But
equally as true...we...are victors and that is never going to change..."
A Good Way to End the Year
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia
"We are happy to be here with the brethren. We have been planning
for quite a while to attend. Sr. Anne, my wife and my natural sister,
Sr. Ann Michalyca and my son Jason drove from Winnipeg. We were
happy to have Jason do all the driving. He used his 4-wheel drive and
snow tires because we traveled through snow and rain. I am thankful
to the Lord that we were able to arrive safely. It has been quite a year

for me brethren...I was in the hospital at this time last year recovering
from a double surgery in my cerebellum because of a stroke...They
were able to release the pressure on the brain and remove the blood
clot that produced the stroke and I am thankful to the Heavenly Father
for keeping me throughout the year.
It has been a year of many struggles but we are making positive
progress now. Since I arrived in Chicago...each morning I had a
spinning...feeling in my head that lasted all day. The past two
mornings I have had none of that and I am thankful I am able to move
round with a walker...It is nice to see all the brethren again. We have
not been here for a number of years, so this is a good way to end the
year of 2005. I started the year being in the hospital and I am ending
it at a convention. What great blessings the Lord has kept me for all
this time...Any convention is worth going to when we hear the Word
of God and the wonderful messages that are given to us for our
development and growth and to increase and strengthen our faith..."
New Depths of Friendship in the Lord
Sr. Sarah Leslie, Columbus, OH
"I am thankful to be here today. Br. Aaron and I figured it has been
seven years since we have been here. We have missed you. There
are many faces I do not know so please feel free
to introduce yourselves. We have had a trying
year and hopefully have had a lot of growth. I
have been treated for colon cancer in the past
few months...I have about three more
treatments. Hopefully by the end of January I
will be done. We have felt the prayers, love and
support of the brethren. I cannot tell you how
much that has moved us. To have to rely upon the brethren has been
an interesting experience. Sometimes you want to do everything
yourself and do not want to rely on others but this experience has
brought a new depth to our friendships with those brethren and we
are thankful. I would not wish this on anyone but we are still thankful.
To look at me you probably would not think that I was fighting colon
cancer, which makes me think that a lot of people I come across in life
are probably going through strong experiences. It helps me be a little
more patient when driving or in a line at the grocery store. It has been
a growth experience..."
A Spiritual Family
Sr. Treanna Howard, Baltimore(MD)/Washington (DC) Ecclesias
"...I was born a third generation Jehovah's Witness and baptized into
that organization at fourteen. This summer, about fourteen years
later, I started reviewing some of the
Witnesses' major doctrines. After a lot of
prayer the contradictions started becoming
clearer. The house of cards I lived in all of my
life started to collapse. I felt terrified, lost and
I prayed that I was not lapsing into pride or
ingratitude. I asked God that if I was wrong he
would correct me...discipline and make me right
with him, no matter what. I asked him to hold
onto me and keep me close, even if my grip on him might weaken
slightly along the way. It felt like I was stepping off a cliff and waiting
for God to catch me. Then three interesting things happened. First,
I was on an ex- Jehovah's Witness website when I found a link to the
Bible Students. I thought Bible Students had died out with Pastor
Russell. I was shocked and delighted to learn the Truth about the
Bible Students. Second, earlier this year I started to have symptoms
of fibromyalgia — causing exhaustion and pain that would leave me
on my back at the end of the day. After leaving the Witnesses and
starting to study about the Bible Students, my symptoms
disappeared and never came back...Third, I found the Baltimore class,
which was only five minutes away from my apartment. The brethren
in whose home we meet, speak a number of different languages

including Russian. I remembered an informal Russian class held for
the Witnesses about ten years ago. About a month after my first Bible
Student meeting, I discovered that the Jehovah's Witness who
conducted that Russian class, was now the Bible Student in whose
home the Baltimore class meets. And it is Br. Mike [Schilling]. At my
first meeting I was absolutely giddy because it was everything that
I ever wanted in a spiritual family. My natural family though,
especially my parents, are unhappy with my course. I face being
disowned at any time because of their disagreement with my progress
amongst the Bible Students. My dad, who is a Witness elder, said
he could understand losing your family for Christ but he told me I
would never find a surrogate mother, brother or sister outside of the
Witnesses. But I know that when I stepped off that cliff months ago,
Jehovah sent mothers, brothers and sisters to catch me. You know
who you are, including the ones in whose house I crashed this
weekend. I have been blessed to share my immersion with all of you
today. I wish you peace and blessings in your walk."
A Home Amongst the Bible Students
Br. Mike Shilling, Baltimore (MD) Ecclesia
"I have been meeting with the Baltimore class for the last three and
one-half years. I was also a Jehovah's Witness for approximately
twenty years. Shortly after 9/11, I left the
Witnesses but did not start associating with
the Bible Students until about six months later.
I sent an e-mail to Br. Rolando Rodriguez's
website... I then e-mailed Br. David [Hauke] on
a Friday, he responded on a Saturday and I was
at the meeting Sunday. I have been there ever
since. One of the things I have discovered, in
speaking with Sr. Treanna, is that Jehovah's
Witnesses who are searching for the Truth—when they leave the
organization— usually make a quick exit. We have made a serious
study of the Bible and when we come to the Bible Students, we find
a home amongst them. We realize that we share common origins. It
was not like going back to a church in Christendom where the
doctrines would be entirely different.
"One of the things that I have been privileged to do informally over
the last couple of years is to help others that have left the Witnesses
to find a local ecclesia in their homeland. Two of those have been
Argentine brethren and I will be visiting them—if everything goes
right—in April of this year... I am also grateful for my parents, who
are not Jehovah's Witnesses, because...they put a good head on my
shoulders. Even though we were not a strict religious family, they
taught me moral values that I cherish today. I never alienated my
family as a Witness...The fact that we have been able to act as a
surrogate family for Sr. Treanna—she joined us for Christmas this
year—was a nice thing for my parents to do... I am grateful for the
Baltimore brethren. They have greatly assisted me. I am thankful to
both Br. David and Sr. Marsha Hauke — who died. That is bittersweet
because I would have liked her to see my baptism today. Some of the
brethren have expressed to me that she has seen what has happened
today...from beyond the Vail..."
Blessings Exceeding Expectations
Br. Dave Christiansen, Seattle (WA) Bible Students Church
"... I would like to thank Sr. Joy [Kandel], Sr. Alys [Schneider] and
Br. Mark Kandel for inviting me to stay in their home. Their hospitality
has been wonderful. What an extra blessing I have received because
two of the dear ones that were immersed today are staying there as
well, Br. Mike [Shilling] and Sr. Treanna [Howard]. I have really gotten
to know them. Their stories are interesting ...
"My mother Sr. Beverly Christiansen ... is getting older and
slowing down so she is not getting to as many conventions and she
misses them and the brethren. She continues to be faithful...Br. Byron
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Keith, an elder of our class had surgery to remove a tumor from his
brain at the end of September, he is doing fine...Because of that, his
wife Sr. Margie is feeling much better. Their son Aaron still has amass
in his brain the size of a small lemon. They have decided to leave that
in. The doctor said he should be fine. That was kind of a 'tough go'
for them last year but Aaron is doing well and is back in college. I
wanted to raise my heart and voice in praise to my Heavenly Father
for allowing me to be here this weekend with you. The blessings have
exceeded my expectations. It is wonderful to see four new ones
immersed and their zeal in getting started in their walks..."
Testimonies at Columbus, Ohio February 19, 20
Dramatic Overruling
Sr. Fran Young, Muncie (IN) Area Bible Students
"I want to thank my Heavenly Father for being here. I have looked
forward to sharing a story with you about how it has been proven to
me that the Lord answers prayer. I have two
sons, both of whom are challenged—my
younger son much more than the older. I had
to place him when he was eleven years old, with
the State. They are closing the facility where he
lives and I was concerned about how this would
affect him I have been praying to God every
day to help my children that I love so much and
I know he does too. My son is autistic, hyperactive and retarded. The
distance from him to me has been great. It has been hard to be there
for him, as I would have liked to be. I thought, 'Oh no, another change
for Rusty.' But, the Lord is working for him and for us. It seems that
it is going to be for the better. I went to the [State] meeting and
mentioned that I want him to be safe and I would like him to be near
me. The state said that they should be able to do both. They are going
to build or purchase a home for him and I get to choose where he is
going to live and his case manager. I will be involved and be able to
give input into his life. He will be in my own hometown now. I thank
the Lord. It has been in the works for quite some time, probably since
the first time that I asked."
Brethrens' Prayers Overcome Adversary
Br. Jim Heeg, Springfield, Ohio
"Sr. Bonita had hoped to be here with her mother Sr. Frances [McKee]
for brief snippets of both days. Sr. Frances is an Alzheimer's patient,
so after one or two meetings she is ready to
leave. Sr. Bonita has been ill all week... It would
have been too much for her to come, so she
stayed home to keep an eye on her mother...and
has let me come to be here with you. I am
grateful for the privilege. They send their love
and miss seeing you. Some of the brethren
sitting here and those on the Internet are
working hard to get this convention broadcast... It is a big thing for
isolated or older brethren to have the privilege of getting on-line
because they cannot get out to meetings. It is a blessing to be at a
convention or a meeting on the Internet.
"Yesterday, the brethren fought the Adversary's attempt to make
the Internet connection fail and there was a struggle. There were
brethren praying and working and it fell into place. We even got to
see the PowerPoint discourses live. The first one came through pretty
clear and the last one was heavily graphic so it was a little slow — a
couple of slides behind—it was nice to see the testing of a new
technology...There were at least 35 connections during the day
yesterday — individuals, couples, the Retirement Center and other
groups of brethren. I am never quite sure how many are on-line when
families get together and listen in at once. We do not see your faces
but we know... from the list down the side of the screen. It is nice to
See Brethren page 8

8
Brethren From page 7

see those names. If half of the brethren who are in on-line meetings
were sitting here, I would not know them by their faces but I would
know their voices and their Christ-like attitudes... So, I wanted to
testify how God overruled the Adversary's attempt to disrupt that
portion of this convention. Some of those brethren...on-line again
today...surely would send their thanks to the brethren for the great
effort that was made to make it possible for them to attend from
thousands of miles away. I thank the Lord for his blessings..."
Chat Room Witnessing
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, Associated Bible Students of Jersey City
(NJ)
"... I knew that the Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio have
topical studies but why would they spend two days on the Great
Pyramid? But I have enjoyed the discourses
and the intricate details that I have never given
thought to. It is not a subject that I study all the
time... I work for the Post Office as a letter carrier
and they denied my request to take a couple of
vacation days but then there was a mix-up and
they allowed me to come. I am happy that the
Lord overruled....
"I was privileged to have a part in immersing Sr. Lori Ann. It is a
great feeling to see people come to the Lord. Her only association with
the brethren is from the Internet from the forum that I put together...A
lot of brethren are on there such as Br. Mark Chastain and Br. Jim
Daneke and others. We try to do our best in giving a witness... We
now have a chat room similar to the CUSeeMe, where Br. Jim tends
to 24/7 audio-stream convention discourses. When we have a nice
size crowd, we turn it off and just start witnessing and talking to them.
It has been a blessing... I would not change this life for anything in
the world—to live the life of a consecrated one in the service of the
Lord.... If we rely on one another and the Lord, there is not anything
that we cannot overcome..."
"Is There Room for Doubt?"
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia
"... I know you have read in the second Volume where Br. Russell has
that 100-page section about the anti-Christ system. In the last little
segment the subtitle is, 'Is There Room For
Doubt?' After having this Pyramid weekend, I
can say the same thing — 'Is there room for
doubt?' There are a lot of ex-Jehovah's
Witnesses coming into the Truth lately and
several are here. I understand that in 1928 there
was a Watch Tower article where Rutherford
came out and said the Pyramid was of Satan. In
1929, the reaction was, 'This is it.' The brethren had finally had
enough of the Society and that was...the straw that broke the camel's
back. That was when the Pittsburgh Reunion Convention started...
One of the Edgar brothers was there and talked about the Great
Pyramid because he had just returned from the Pyramid. I think it is
interesting that we have this convention on the Pyramid and we have
former Jehovah's Witnesses coming to the Truth and hearing that
very separating feature of seventy seven years ago. It is a wonderful
thing how the Lord uses all the Truth to gather his people. I do not
think that I can thank the Lord enough for all this knowledge he has
given me and the privilege to have these insights...The nominal
church view is that God is going to burn the world up. Why would
he put this witness on the earth to have it burned up? There are just
all these things that confirm the two salvations and the wonderful
plan. It impresses me more and more. The love that we have of God
and the privileges to know this..."

Fellowship, an Awesome Honor
Br. Jim Daneke, Antioch Ecclesia, Sacramento (CA)
"...I am grateful to be here. I have only been consecrated since
November. I also am a former Jehovah's Witness. I have spoken with
Br. David [Stein] regarding a lot of similar experiences and taken in the
Truth like a fire hose. I cannot get enough. My first meeting was
actually my first convention in Phoenix [Arizona]. I met Br. Laddie
Stewart there. He said there was going to be a Pyramid convention
in Columbus and gave me many goodies for my computer... and charts
that I had enlarged at Kinko' s and put all over my living room...There
are many wonderful Truths the Lord has given us as study aides to
make the Truth our own... I am blessed. The fellowship is incredible
here. When you go to a Jehovah's Witnesses convention they fit
fifteen to twenty thousand people in a big arena. They have hour after
hour of talks that were made in Brooklyn. There are no breaks. At
lunch you walk around in a circle like a bunch of cattle. The love is
not there like it is here. The fellowship here has been a big part.
Meeting all you brethren... is an awesome honor. I look forward, Lord
willing, to be with all of you for eternity. To know each other on a firstname basis as well as all the angels on a first-name basis..."
A Letter of Testimony - A Remarkable Deliverance
Br. Cajetan Egbu, Nigeria, Africa
"Sixteen Nigerian brethren started the journey back to Nigeria around
noon on January 30, after leaving the Bible Student seminar in Ghana.
We crossed all the boarders without problem
but when we reached the Benin/Nigeria
boarder, we were attacked by militant youths
from Benin. We did not know that there was a
problem at that crossing. The militants were
armed with dangerous weapons and stopped
us shouting and beating their sticks on the bus.
They asked, 'Are you Nigerians? Is there any
Igbo men in the vehicle?' Our driver, who is experienced, started to
shout that we are from a French village...Then they started to
vandalize our vehicle and loot our belongings. At this juncture they
were dragging the driver out of the bus. Our God came to the rescue
when one of them recognized the driver as a Ghanian, who used to
transport students of a French school...This intervention made them
leave the driver. They broke the windscreen and window glasses of
the vehicle and...removed some belongings. Several sustained
injuries. Br. Moses Obire was hit with a stick through the window and
a piece of glass fell on his lip and blood came out. Glass also fell into
the eyes of Sr. Juliana Ukpai and Sr. Georgelyn Egbu. Brs. Celestine
Oledibe and John Isife lost their bags...Sr. Georgelyn Egbu lost her
clothes and other belongings including a clipper given to Br. Cajetan
by Br. Austin William which Br. Pius Ilo was to give to his brother at
the University of Ibadan. This singular item (clipper) pained more
than any other thing. Not that it is more important but it was handed
over to be given to another...
When we reached the Nigerian side of the boarder, the militant
youths from Nigeria also rushed to ask whether we were from Benin.
We replied that we were Nigerians. They were surprised that we came
over alive.
According to reports, the problem started January 30, caused by
Kelebes/Touts. The media stated that ten people lost their lives...
About sixty vehicles were vandalized when the boarder was left open.
All the security operatives ran for their lives leaving the boarder in
the hands of the Touts. Our vehicle was the first vehicle to cross the
boarder after the trouble. We are short of words to express our thanks
and gratitude to the Almighty Jehovah for delivering us from the
mouth of lions. He is truly our shepherd. Psalm 23...17

"Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered." Romans 4:7
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Lorenz, East Los Angeles, California; Allon
MacAlister, Buffalo, New York; Adam Miskawitz, Chicago, Illinois; Leon Norby, Paterson, New
Jersey; William Roach, Charlotte, North Carolina; Marion Schrock, Columbus, Ohio; Harold
Stansberry, Muncie, Indiana; Lauren Stewart,
Toledo, Ohio; George Tabac, Chicago, Illinois;
George Wilmott, Fort Worth, Texas; Walter
Wojcik, Detroit, Michigan.
This first convention paved the way for what
would become the Indiana-Ohio Bible Students'
Convention. In subsequent years there were
many public witness efforts, which included "The
Great Pyramid and the Bible" in 1975. In 1976 the
convention commemorated the 200 year bicentennial of our country utilizing the inscription on
the liberty bell which quotes Leviticus 25:10

200
years ago
On July 8, 1776, four days after th
Declaration of Independence, the
Liberty Bell in Independence Hall,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was rung
to celebrate the proclamation which is
cast in the metal of the bell. . . .

"And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the
inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto

ATTEND A LECTURE AND LISTEN
TO EVIDENCE THAT:

"CHRIST'S MILLENNIAL
KINGDOM IS AT HAND"
SATURDAY JULY 6, 1974
7:30 P.M.
EARLHAM COLLEGE
RUNYAN CENTER
—ALL ARE WELCOME-ADMISSION FREE-NO COLLECTION—
Sponsored By Non-Sectorion Bible Students

1974 Advertisement in The Palladium-Item,
Richmond, Indiana
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Valparaiso University when the "Israel: Appointment with Destiny" presentation was
shown, an Arab group contended they were
being denied an opportunity to voice their
point of view and made statements that caused
the University to increase security to avoid an
outbreak or riot. Fortunately the Lord overruled and no interruptions occurred.
In the ensuing years many universities
hosted the convention. It was often said that
the Bible Students were the most respectful
group in their association.
At Evansville University in Evansville,
Indiana, a most unusual incident occurred.
When Br. Ludlow Loomis was about to retire
for the evening—his room being on the ground
floor with the window open— a thief came to
the window and said, "Give me your money.
I have a gun." Br. Loomis replied, "I do not
have much money, would you like me to write
you a check?" The dumbfounded thief said,
"No." Br. Loomis gave him about $25 and the
thief fled. The goodness and care of the Lord
over Br. Loomis was reflected in that no harm
came to him and the brethren collected dona-

1976 Public Witness Flyer at Earlham College
you; and ye shall re- tions in excess of the
turn every man unto funds lost.
his possession, and ye
Though the number
shall return every man of sponsoring ecclesias
unto his family." This has decreased in the

wonderful witness past 32 years, the goal
was followed, through of the Indiana-Ohio
the years, with a vari- Ecclesias Convention
ety of public witness remains the same. We
efforts, which in- pray that by so gathercluded public dis- ing we may build one
courses and the audio- another up in "the most
visual presentations holy faith" and hold
of "For This Cause" unto the Truth as preand "Israel: Appoint- sented by the man with
ment with Destiny." the "writer's inkhorn."
In
1990
at Ezekie19:2

Afflicted From page 2
the San Antonio Ecclesia, Br. Freeman is thankful he can maintain his
services to the Ecclesia and serve outside ecclesias as the Lord
directs.

■Sr. Helen Bielecki (20491 Anglin St., Detroit, MI 48234) fell off her
porch step on February 6 and fractured her right shoulder. She is
recuperating at the home of her son Mark—
more than 60 miles from her home in Detroit.
Unable to drive, she misses the opportunity to
attend meetings but is thankful for the Lord's
provisions. Her desire is submission to
whatever the Lord's will is for her. She would
like to thank the brethren individually for their
expressions of love but is unable to do so.
■Sr. Rachel Griehs (763 E. Parker St., Langhorne, PA 19047, e-mail:
rgriehs@yahoo.com) had outpatient surgery March 13 to have a

1984 Recording Room in Richmond, Indiana
Br. Art Ledwinka left forefront

spinal cord stimulator implanted. This is to help control constant pain
due to scar tissue from two previous spinal fusions. She has had back
problems for fifteen years. Sr. Rachel writes, "Over the years the
obvious lesson I have learned is patience. I have always been
thankful that the Lord has provided surgeons and doctors who have
been able to help me manage my condition. I thank the Lord for his
watch care over me throughout the years and that he does not give
me more than I can bear. I hope that I have been, and will continue to
be, an example in the importance of being cheerful and accept
whatever situation has come tome. My favorite scripture is Proverbs
3:5,6: 'Trust in the Lord with all your heart; and lead not unto thine
own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths' I think of that every day and am confident that I have

left everything to the Lord. ...I do rejoice in this experience and am
thankful to all the brethren who have expressed their caring thoughts
and prayers."
See Afflicted page 12
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Serving Our Brethren
"But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good..." Romans 2:10

Secretary Change:
Portland Area Bible Students
DawnKrupa
P.O. Box 1337
Cannon Beach, OR 97110-1337
Phone: (503)436-2296
E-mail• DRTKrupa@pacifier.com
Miami Valley Bible Students
James Watkins
6760 Chambersburg Road
Dayton, Ohio 45424
Phone: (937)233-2327
E-mail: jimwatkins@juno.com
"God's burdens rest upon the strong.
They stronger grow who bear them long.
And each new burden is a sign that greater
power to bear is thine." R1441

New Web Site Inspires Hope

Volumes on Google Book Service

The Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia has
designed a new web site that will be used for
the same purpose as the obituary work. The
site consists of a movie that lasts about four
minutes. It presents hope-inspiring scripture
texts with relevant pictures as a
background. It is also accompanied by an
instrumental version of '0 Sacred Head Now
Wounded,' a well known hymn. At the end of
the presentation the viewer is prompted to
read or download the "Hope" booklet.
The site is designed so people can send
the link to individuals who may be mourning
the loss of a loved one. There is a space for
a brief message from the sender. If anyone
wants to view or use the site the link is . http:/
/www.esympathycards.com/

The six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures
are now available on Google's book service.
Google has scanned all of them and they are
fully searchable on-line by any single word.
In addition, they are also included in
Google's Library Project.
The Library Project's aim is to make it
easier for people to find relevant books —
specifically books they would not find any
other way such as those that are out of print.
The Project helps readers find books by
collaborating with libraries to provide full text
search of books from their collections. The
goal is to create a comprehensive, full text
searchable catalog of books in all languages.
To view the volumes on Google books go to
http://books.google.com and type "Charles
Taze Russell" in the search box.

From Argentina With Love
The following article was graciously
submitted by Br. Brian and Sr. Robin
Armstrong following their honeymoon trip
to Argentina. Ed

This slowed the communication process but
thankfully we were able to share our blessings. We learned about Br. Marcos' wife
Paula and their three daughters: Melissa, 11,

"...Our trip was full of the
Lord's overrulings and
blessings. Sr. Cristina
Filicky of the Chicago Bible
Students was instrumental
in coordinating our visit
with the brethren in
Buenos Aires as several of
the dear friends are her
family.
"We arrived in Buenos
Aires on Thursday morning October 6. Upon arrival
at our hotel room the teleBr. Brian, Sr. Maruja, Br. Milo and Sr. Robin
phone rang. The person
calling was Br. Marcos
Mendietta, a former Jehovah' s Witness, who Michaela, 7 and Delfina, 1. His wife is assohas been meeting with the Bible Students for ciated with the Jehovah's Witnesses and has
a few years...
not shown an interest in meeting with Bible
"Br. Marcos met us at our hotel on Friday Students.
evening and we en"We stopped in a coffee shop to continue
joyed sweet fellowship our fellowship. He has read the first Volume
while walking in a but no other writings of Pastor Russell as it
nearby park. Commu- is the only Volume
nication was difficult at translated into Spanbest...Br. Marcos ish. The class studies
speaks some English from the Scriptures diand Sr. Robin's Span- rectly. We discussed
Br. Marcos
ish is twenty years Scripture and our desince high school. We prayed for help from sire to be responsible
the Lord... We each had dictionaries and for the knowledge we
frequently looked up words as we walked. have. He gave us a
Sr. Eve

walking tour of Buenos Aires and invited us
to his home the next day for lunch. Because
Br. Marcos lives about
an hour outside of Buenos Aires, we were having difficulty understanding how we
would get to his house.
We arranged that he
would come into the
Sr. Mary
city—one hour by
bus— and pick us up at the hotel. Then we
would take a bus to Monte Grande, followed
by a car to his village.
"The next day our trip went according to
plan. We were able to see some of the
countryside on our bus ride to Monte Grande.
Once we arrived at Br. Marcos' home, we
were warmly welcomed by his wife, children,
sister-in-law, nephew and their dogs. Paula
made empanadas for lunch—they were delicious and she was happy to share the recipe.
The children were sweet, somewhat shy, but
interested in meeting these 'strangers.' We
never felt like strangers but like family. It was
a similar feeling to the way the brethren in
Moldova treat the friends. We did not have
to speak the same language in order to be
family. It was a blessing to spend time and
share experiences with them. Br. Marcos
shared his Christian music with us as the
lyrics were in English. We walked around
town and had such sweet fellowship with the
whole family. We departed that evening in a
hired car to return to our hotel. As Br. Marcos
was explaining the directions to the driver,
See Argentina page 11
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New Brethren in Christ
"My son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways."

Proverbs 23:26

Immersions 2005

Immersions 2006

At. Delaware Valley Area, PA September 11
Sr. Anaika McKenzie, Highland Park Ecclesia sister-in-law to Br.
Rolando, formerly a Roman Catholic

At Phoenix, AZ January 1
Br. Jim Daneke, Antioch, California Ecclesia, former Jehovah's
Witness, found the Bible Students through the Internet.

Br. Rolando McKenzie, Highland Park Ecclesia, formerly in the
Pentecostal church, searched the Internet and found the Dawn Bible
Student's website. He
ordered all of their
Truth booklets,
withdrew from his
former church and
studied alone for
approximately six
months. He then
Br. Rolando and Sr. Anaika McKenzie
inquired if there were
any Bible Students in Brooklyn and subsequently contacted the
Highland Park Ecclesia. ❑

Letter of Testimony, Br. Jim Daneke
"...As a small child I always believed in some kind of God. I spoke
constantly with him, although our family was not religious. I found
a preacher in Los Angeles and joined this
television ministry, moved to Las Vegas
and became a Baptist for a short time. I
then moved to Colorado and joined a
community church and later back to
Sacramento where I joined a Calvary
Chapel style of church. Getting
disgusted with what I saw, I was about to
start my own church after reading the
Br. Jim
Bible again many times, preaching on the
street in Honolulu, and deciding that
what the churches preached was nonsense. I was witnessing to a
couple at a business where I was getting work done for my computer
business and they turned it around and witnessed to me about
Jehovah's Witnesses. After ten weeks, I was baptized as a Jehovah's
Witness. I was called "ten week Jim," because that was the quickest
anybody had been baptized that anyone could remember. A week
after being baptized, I found that the Watchtower belonged to the
United Nations as a NGO (Non-Governmental Organization). The
Watchtower claims the United Nations is the beast of Revelation.
They answered that they were only a NGO to get access to the library
but the Awake magazines showed a major softening of attacks on the
United Nations during the time it was an NGO from 1991-2001... I saw
such hypocrisy...Two years later, I found a website where I
downloaded and read Volume One. I knew when I finished it that it
was the Truth and I consecrated. In the next month, I read the rest
of the Volumes, all the Sermons and Tabernacle Studies. I
fellowshipped with Bible Students on www.biblestudents.netforum
and decided to visit the next convention I could find to obey the Lord
and symbolize my consecration by water baptism. One of the
brethren put me in touch with a relative in Phoenix and he arranged
to have me immersed... The Lord has been overly kind to give me such
an opportunity and I pray I can live up to my vows. I pray for all the
brethren to have the strength and grace to
persevere. May our Lord bless each and every
one of you."

At Chicago, IL December 31
Sr. Treanna Howard, Baltimore Area Ecclesia, former third
generation Jehovah's Witness, found the Bible Students through the
Internet.
Sr. Thereasa Kuehmichel, Chicago Bible Students, daughter of Br.
Aaron and Sr. Ann, third generation in her family to make a covenant
of sacrifice.
Br. Michael Schilling, Baltimore Area Ecclesia, former Jehovah's
Witness, found the Bible Students through the Internet.
Max Galaguz, son of Br. Nikolay and Sr. Galina, originally from the
Ukraine, now living in the Minneapolis, Minnesota area.

Front row: Left to Right; Sr. Treanna Howard, Max Galaguz, Sr.
Thereasa Kuehmichel. Back row: Brs. Allen Crawford, Mike Schilling,
and Aaron Kuehmichel

Argentina From page 10
the driver seemed confused. So, Br. Marcos jumped in to ride with
us. It was yet another sacrifice on his part—time
away from his family to serve the brethren.
"The next day was the meeting. We felt
confident enough that we could take the train
ourselves to Monte Grande and meet Br. Marcos
at the station. After a bit of difficulty, we
managed to buy our tickets and get the correct
connection. We arrived at Monte Grande staBr. Gustavo

At Columbus, OH February 18
Sr. Lori Ann Koestler from North Carolina,
former Jehovah's Witness, came in contact
with the Bible Students through the Internet.

tion and within a few minutes we saw Br. Marcos waiting. We walked
30 minutes to the meeting. The meeting was held at the home of Br.
Milo and Sr. Maruja Lupsor, the parents of Sr. Cristina Filicky. Also
in attendance were Br. Gustavo Neto, another former Jehovah's
Witness, Br. Avel and Sr. Erlinda Lupsor, their daughter Sr. Miriam
and her daughter Paula, Br. Juan Carlos and Sr. Mary Cascalleres and
Sr. Eve Lupsor. After fellowship we had a testimony meeting, in which
each described how they came to the Truth and how the Lord is
See Argentina page 15
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Afflicted From page 9
■SL-. Helen Simon (524 Caryndale Dr., Kitchener, ON N2R 1C7

Canada, e-mail: simofi@295.ca) developed
stress-related physical problems after the loss
of her mother last October. She last saw her
mother, a strong Catholic and never favorable
to Sr. Helen's new religion, in 1997 on a return
visit to her native country of Hungary. Sr.
Helen's fibromyalgia and new problems have
weakened her so she cannot attend the
Toronto meetings which are a two-hour drive.
She would appreciate an interest in the
brethren's prayers as she struggles with her weaknesses in the flesh.
• Sr. Ruth Kowalski (141 S. Park Lane Drive NE, Grand Rapids, MI

49505) was hospitalized four days for an
asthmatic attack on February 14, her second
hospitalization in the last year. Having lived
with asthma for more than 30 years, her
condition is controlled by medication and the
use of a nebulizer every three hours. The love
and prayers of the brethren have sustained Sr.
Ruth and her sister, Sr. Martha who live
together. They continue trusting in the Lord day by day, thanking
Entered into Rest From page 3

short of her 100th birthday. Raised in the Truth she attended the
Jersey City Class with her mother and met Pastor Russell when she
was about six years old at a Brooklyn meeting. Sr. Agnes was
immersed in 2001 at the Akron, Ohio Convention (see Newsletter
Winter 2002) and was thankful to attend class occasionally, despite
her frailty. Br. Harry Grable gave the memorial service January 29 at
the assisted living facility where Sr. Agnes lived. Forty family
members and brethren attended. Sr. Agnes' daughter, Ruth Wuest
(8767 Midnight Pass Rd. #3503, Sarasota FL 34242) wanted a Truth
witness for her mother.
■Br. Frank Shallieu, age 89, finished his consecrated walk March
4 due to congestive heart failure. He was an elder in several east coast
ecclesias, serving for the last 25 years
in the Rockland, New York Ecclesia.
Although he lived the last four years
of his life at the Bible Students
Retirement Center, he was able to
serve the Rockland brethren via
electronic means. Disappointed by
the loss of both parents by the time he
was ten, Br. Frank lived in an
orphanage until Sr. Josephine
Skelley, a friend of his mother, became
his guardian. He consecrated in 1938
when he learned the Truth, having
previously discarded Catholic,
Episcopal and Baptist doctrines as
unscriptural. Br. Frank was a
conscientious objector during WWII. He is survived by his wife of
57 years, Sr. Esther (1801 NE 201 Ave. A3, Fairview, OR 97024) and
son Br. Russell (1041 Johnston Dr., Watchtung, NJ 07069, e-mail•
killamruss@aol.com). Br. Mitchell Blicharz conducted the memorial
service March 8 for 50 in attendance.
• Sr. Mary Vavrin, age 91, of the Salem, Oregon Bible Students ended
her affliction with Alzheimer's disease March 6. In the narrow way for
over 60 years she learned the Truth from her mother Sr. Regina
Nawrocki, while growing up in the Chicago area. She and her husband
Br. Frank lived in Oklahoma, Texas and California before moving to

God for his blessings.
■Sr. Florence Niemyski (3513 – 42nd Place,
e-mail:
IN
46322,
Highland,
DNiemyski@aol.com) was hospitalized for five
days in early March because of a bacterial
infection that entered her bloodstream. Sr.
Florence and Br. David are thankful for the
Lord's watch care and know these experiences
are permitted of the Lord. "...we know that all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose."

■Sr. Clara Filip (do Jean Filip, 4819 West Palmer St., Chicago, IL
60639) struck her head on an oxygen machine in a fall at her home
January 24—a serious experience for someone 86 years old. The
severe bruise to her brain required surgery to remove a blood clot. She
has not regained consciousness since and has been moved to a
nursing home. Her sister, Sr. Jean Filip and attentive nephew Mark
Rusin ask for a continued interest in prayer for direction and guidance
as they are the closest relatives and have lived together for many
years. Their daily visits to Sr. Clara make them long all the more for
the Kingdom. CI

Oregon in 1979. They cared for her parents in their declining years,
until her father's death in 1959 and her mother's in 1975. Her husband
of 66 years died in 2004 while they were both in the same nursing home.
Br. Lew Garrison conducted a memorial service March 12 for the 40
in attendance. The Salem Ecclesia, who was her surrogate family, will
miss her.
■Br. Oscar B. Caudill, age 90, of the SW Oregon Ecclesia ended his
suffering from esophagus cancer March 6. Born in Oklahoma he
learned to be self-sufficient, honest
and hard-working while living off the
land. As a farmer he realized his
dependence on God and this made
him good ground for the Truth. While
in his twenties living in Phoenix a
coworker shared the divine plan with
him. Br. Caudill lived in the San Diego
area 34 years, often assisting at the
Del Mar Fair witness booth, but spent
the last 15 years in Oregon. He is
survived by his daughter Sr.
Charlotte Adams (6161 Clarks Branch
Rd., Roseburg, OR 97470, e-mail•
tomselove@aol.com );
grandchildren: Br. Roger D. Adams of Washington D.C. area and Sr.
Joy Y. Nellis of San Antonio, TX and three great-grandchildren one
of whom is consecrated, Br. David Adams. A memorial service is
pending.

■Br. G. J. Luke, age 86, of India finished his consecrated walk of over
40 years February 24. He generously supported many conventions
and helped publish Truth literature in the Kannada language. The
Bible Students conducted his funeral service February 25. His wife
Sr. Sampathkumari, daughter Sheela and two grandchildren survive.
The family can be contacted by e-mail at
(sushma.robert@gmail.com ).
■Br. Stephen Jones of the New York Ecclesia died March 11. Br.
George Passios conducted his funeral March 13. He is survived by
his niece Linette Roberts (250 Garth Rd., Apt. 3, Scarsdale, NY 10583).
Further details unavailable. 0
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Bible Students Newsletter - The Year in Review
The Bible Students Newsletter has entered its 35th year of publication.
A milestone for both rejoicing and reflection. Rejoicing that the
Newsletter continues to be a blessing to the household of faith
through the overruling providence of our Lord and Master.
Reflection of the newsworthy stories published permitting us to learn
about our brethren and their love for the Truth. As we look back we
remember those faithful soldiers of the cross we covered that have
gone before us and sacrificed their lives, even unto death. We are ever
thankful for the privilege of collecting and publishing these stories,
testimonies and passing beyond the veil of brethren that you the
readers have brought to our attention.
We pray that the contents of the Newsletter will continue to be a
source of blessing to you in the future as it has been in the past when
those more capable were at the helm. We continue to reflect upon and
research the how's and why's of the way Br. Alvin and Sr. Mildred
Raffel compiled the Newsletter and ask the Lord to overrule where we
fall short.

It is both a joy and a serious responsibility to have this stewardship and we humbly give thanks and praise to our heavenly Father
as we reflect on these 35 years of publication.

Financial Report - 2005
Funds January 1, 2005
Income:
Contributions
Expenses:
Printing
Postage
Miscellaneous/Supplies

$14,086.06
$4,233.81
$3,763.00
$3,184.58
$433.41
$7,380.99

Balance December 31, 2005

$10,938.88

Romanian-Moldovan Fund
We are thankful to our heavenly Father for the love and generosity
the brethren manifest toward our less fortunate brethren in Romania
and Moldova. The fund was able to assist many brethren there with
needed humanitarian aid. Spring and fall disbursements in the amount
of $12,600.00 dollars were sent over, allowing them to purchase
necessities such as firewood or coal, food, clothing, medicine, etc.
The brethren are very thankful for the help with their temporal needs
and the love demonstrated toward them by those of like precious
faith.
The Romanian/Moldovan Fund is administered through The
Miami Valley Bible Student Ecclesia, P.O. Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356.

Financial Report - 2005
Funds as of November 31, 2004
Contributions:
$10,627.35
Withdrawals:
Humanitarian aid
Wire transfer fees

2,287.30

$12,600.00
$120.00

Balance on November 31, 2005

$194.65

Bible Students Aid-Foundation
Through some unprecedented disasters and challenges occurring in
2005, it was painfully evident that the whole world continues to groan
and travail in pain waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God.
Although our hearts responded to world events with the cry "How
long, 0 Lord" must these continue, he who is too wise to err saw that
the world needed more severe lessons to further the objectives of the
permission of evil. Our hearts were lifted as we witnessed many acts
of kindness, bravery, generosity and compassion shown toward
those who suffered most. In sharp contrast to the world at large, we
appreciated how the Lord protected his little ones — including those
directly affect by world events — in safety of the hollow of his hand.
No good thing did the Lord withhold from those who walked
uprightly.
Our hearts were also lifted this year by the many encouraging
messages that we received from those who obtained aid. Each on the
messages served to assure us that the aid was received. Equally
important, the sacrifice of thanksgiving of the brethren writing to us
was truly encouraging and undoubtedly rose up as a sweet savor to
the Lord. As we enter 2006, we ask for and need your prayers in our

efforts to be faithful stewards of what the Lord has entrusted to us
for the purpose of serving his children.
Anyone needing assistance or desiring assistance on behalf of
another may obtain a copy of the necessary application from the
Foundation's liaison, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 197, New Albany, Indiana 47151-197). Anyone receiving
aid should promptly send an acknowledgment letter to our bank,
Stock Yards Bank & Trust Company (P.O. Box 32490, Louisville,
Kentucky 40232-4290).

Financial Report -2005
Total grants give to brethren in need
Cash contributions and bequest received

$55,276.00
$135,436.00

The Foundation also received several in-kind bequests of stocks,
bonds and mutual funds valued at approximately $1 6 million which
will be added to the principal of the trust.

The Divine Plan Foundation
The Divine Plan Foundation will endeavor to support ecclesia
projects in harmony with Present Truth. We thank the brethren who
have provided these funds for they enable ecclesias to engage in
greater activity in the Harvest work. Any brethren seeking financial
assistance for Harvest work projects, or wishing to contribute to the
Foundation may write: Divine Plan Foundation, P.O. Box 813,
Westerville, OH 43086-0813 or call 614-890-1814.

Financial Report -2005
Beginning balance at 01/01/2005
Income from donations and interest
Income from Mutual Fund Donated
Grants and other expenses
Ending balance at 12/31/2005

$5,798.77
$ 1,315.78
$10,12241
$5,000.00
$12,236.96
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World News Briefs
■Since 1981 multi-drug therapy has greatly
reduced cases of leprosy and cured many
stricken with the illness. Since 1985,113 of
122 countries where leprosy was classified as
a problem have rid themselves of the disease.
In Egypt, cases have fallen from 60,000 in
1979 to 3,000 in 2005. AFP— 3/11/2006
■Storm risk assessment companies predict
that hurricanes will cause 50% more damage
in the future. Higher water temperatures in
the Northern hemisphere are expected to
increase the number and size of storms for the
next 10-15 years. Increased coastal
development is magnifying the damage and
insurer costs as well. Reuters — 2/28/2006
• Scientists estimate that the maximum
potential life span of the human body is about
120 years and are increasingly studying the
factors that contribute to successful aging.
While good eating and exercise habits and
the traits inherited from parents are important
factors, successful social relationships and
the ability to handle stress have been found
to be even more important. The healthiest
agers are particularly adept at shedding
stress. Red Orbit News - 12/26/2005
• The US savings rate in 2005 fell to minus .5
percent last year, the first negative rate since

the Depression. The statistic means that
Americans spent all of their earnings in 2005
and dipped into their savings as well. Soaring
home values have made many Americans feel
wealthier than they actually are. Associated
Press-1/31/2006

■Faced with the possibility of snowless ski
slopes, Turin Olympic organizers turned to
an Israeli company for producing artificial
snow in the quantity and quality necessary
for a world competition. Why did the
solution come from the hot and dry Middle
East? Israeli experience in irrigation and
water works provided the basis for the snowmaking solution. Israe121c — 2/2/2006
■Scientists have developed a robot surgeon
that works in time with a beating heart.
Software tracks the patient's heart beat and
synchronizes the robots surgical tools in
time with the heart. Future heart surgery may
no longer require stopping a heart and using
a heart and lung machine to keep a patient
alive during surgery. Less patient trauma and
speedier recoveries are expected. BBC
—2/ 3/20 6
■Leading American technology companies
have enabled China to censor the Internet
through what is dubbed the "Great Firewall of

China." Subversive materials, including
government criticism, pornography and
discussions of human rights and democracy
are banned and Internet service providers
must keep records of all users and the pages
they view. Microsoft, Google, Yahoo, and
Cisco Systems have all cooperated with the
Chinese government to make these
restrictions possible. USNWR — 2/27/2006
■The US government is developing a
massive computer system that can search
huge amounts of data from government
records and Internet blogs to find patterns of
terrorist activity. Prototype data mining
technology has already helped foil some
terror plots. Privacy experts are concerned
about the potential misuse of the system.
Even with Social Security numbers stripped
from records, 87 percent of Americans can be
identified electronically by their date of birth,
gender and zip code. ABC — 2/11/2006
■An Israeli startup company developed a
cost-effective, 90 percent energy efficient
process for converting organic waste into
energy. Waste from forestry industries and
crop and livestock farming is costly to
transport for landfills and creates the
greenhouse gas methane which plays a major
role in global warming. Israe121c— 1/29/2006

Reli• ion in the News
■In his first encyclical, "God is Love," Pope
Benedict XVI hopes to restore the idea of
love to its original splendor and strengthen
the Catholic faith. He said "In a world where
God is sometimes associated with
vengeance or a duty of hatred and violence,"
the message of God's love which he
"lavishes upon us and which we must in turn
share with others" is "timely and
significant." LATimes — 1/26/06
■The Organization of the Islamic
Conference, founded in 1969 to protect
Muslim holy sites in Palestine after an attack
on Jerusalem's Al Aqsa mosque, was
criticized for ignoring the destruction of more
than 300 holy sites in Saudi Arabia. The
Wahhabist strain of Islam is succeeding in
destroying revered physical structures that
clerics believe could lead believers into
idolatry. Among buildings planned to be
destroyed are Mohammed's childhood
home amd the mosque where he is buried.
CNS News — 12/05
• US Presbyterian churches may soon
receive new guidelines to help them

understand the Trinity. After more than five
years of study and revision, the Presbyterian
General Assembly Council approved a
comprehensive report that affirms the
importance of the three-fold nature of God.
"What the paper tries to do ... is articulate
how glorious this notion is that God is
Trinity," said one participant. Crosswalk
—2/15/06
■Two hundred years after the slave trade
was abolished in Britain, the Church of
England apologized for its role in the slave
trade. Through its missionary arm, The
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, the
Church owned and branded slaves with the
word "society" on their chests. AFP
—2/820 6
■The Institute on Religion and Democracy
observed that the World Council of
Churches favors social issues over
spreading the gospel. For example US
representatives apologized for the Iraq War
at the WCC general conference in Brazil. IRD
President Wisdom noted that "while
confession of sin is a duty for all Christians,

it is our own sins that we should confess, not
the sins for which we wish to fault our
political opponents."Agape Press — 3/10/06
• The Lausanne Researchers' Network
released a report that highlights the
profound southern geographical shift of
global Christianity. In 1900 more than 80
percent of all Christians lived in Europe and
North America. By 2005 fewer than 45 percent
of Christians lived in the West. Africans,
Asians, and Latin Americans are now more
typical representatives of Christianity than
Americans or Europeans. The Christian Post
—1/3/06
■Western Europe has seen a resurgence of
interest in religion, fueled by natural
catastrophes and major church events like
the death of Pope John Paul II and election of
Benedict XVI. Many secular people are
asking questions like "Are such disasters an
expression of God's wrath or of his
impotence?" The receding numbers of
membership cancellations and the growing
number of Protestants rejoining the church
underline this trend. ASSIST News Service
—12/15/06
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Conventions
"Blessed [is] the people that know the joyful sound: they shall walk, 0 LORD, in the light of thy countenance."

April 20 - 23 Bedford, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students. Comfort
Inn & Suites-D/FW West, 2904 Crystal Springs-Bedford, TX 76021.
(North of Harwood Dr. on west side of TX Hwy. 121). Contact: David
Wilmott, P. 0. Box 4085, FortWorth, TX 76164. Phone: (817)478-1116.
E-mail. wilmott@juno.com
May 6, 7 East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main Street, East
Hartford, CT 06108. For information contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42
Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail:
djslivinsky@sbcglobal.net
May 6, 7 Southfield, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit. New Location. Southfield Hotel and
Convention Center, 17017 Nine Mile Rd., Southfield, MI 48075. Five
speakers. Saturday evening public witness: "Israel Fulfilling Bible
Prophecy - God' s Peace Plan for the Middle East." For information
contact: Norman Pedlar. Phone: (586) 759-3459.
May 27, 28 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students.
Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176 th Street, Seattle, WA
98188, Phone: (206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topic Study. Contact
the Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA
98012. Phone: (425)742-4439. E-mail: pa1m2520@earthlink.net
June 3, 4 Morris, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students Annual.
Saturday location in Morris, CT. Sunday location at Litchfield Fire
House Hall, Route 202, Litchfield, CT 06759. Four speakers. Contact
the Secretary: Harriet Tsimonis, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 067211494. Phone: (860)567-0109. E-mail: tsimonis@aol.com
June 10, 11 Franklin, Indiana. Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope, IN.
Holiday Lane Banquet Room, 165 and St. Rt. 44 (exit 90), Franklin, IN
46131. Five speakers. Contact the Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688
29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail•
schastain @ tls. net
June 23 - 25 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Psalms 89:15

Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE., Salem, OR 97302. Contact:
Joy Blackman, 3181 Inland Drive S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503)
362-0622. E-mail: joybl@comcast.net
July 1 - 3 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of New
Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickinson University, Dreyfus
Building, 285 Madison Ave., Madison, NJ 07940. Contact the
Secretary: Merrily Wesolowski, 56 Willow Avenue, Iselin, NJ 088301524. Phone: (732)452-9519.
July 15, 16 Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students Annual.
Eastland Suites Hotel and Conference Center, 1907 N. Cunningham
Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. Four speakers. Contact: Karen Wildblood,
1000 Center St., Mahomet, IL 61853. Phone: (217) 840-6174. E-mail:
kwildblood@mchsi.com
July 19- 23 North Manchester, Indiana. Indiana-Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesias. New Location. Manchester College, 604 East College
Avenue, North Manchester, IN 46962. Contact: New AlbanyLouisville Bible Students, Attn: Ronda Phillips, 104 Kegley Drive,
Leitchfield, KY 42754. Phone: (270) 230-8256. E-mail nrphillips4@ alltel.net
August 5, 6 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Winnipeg Bible Students
Annual. Northwood Community Centre, 1415 Burrows Avenue,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Contact the Chairman: Barry Kuly.
Phone: (204)757-9166. E-mail: thekuly@shaw.ca
September 2, 3 Lisle, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students. New
Location. Hilton Lisle/Naperville, 3003 Corporate West Dr., Lisle, IL
60532. Five Speakers. Panel Discussion: Col. 2:2-3. Contact: Ruth
Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 8337110. E-mail: lenru@ sbcglobal. net
November 23 - 26 Hudson, Ohio. Akron Bible Students
Annual. Holiday Inn, 240 Hines Hill Road, Hudson, OH 44236. Four
speakers. Contact: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH
44216. Phone: (330) 882-3309. E-mail: jklich@infionline.net0
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Argentina From page 11

directing them. We are thankful to Sr. Miriam
for providing the translation services. We
then broke bread together, partaking of special Argentinean sandwiches...As we departed many pictures were taken to remember this special time together. Sr. Eve's

Three generations: Sr. Miriam, Paula and Sr.
Erlinda

daughter Daniela arrived and we had a few
minutes to fellowship with her. She is studying
to be an English teacher in Argentina, so we
were delighted to learn about her studies.
"Based on observations and discussions,
we feel that the brethren in Argentina could
use continued fellowship and more of the
Harvest Truth. Having all the Volumes translated into Spanish would provide a great blessing. Br. Marcos Mendietta (e-mail:
mxmarcos32@yahoo.com) would like to exchange e-mail with brethren who can speak
Spanish.
"We left the brethren in Monte Grande but
they are in our hearts. The exceedingly warm

Brs. Avel Lupsor and Juan Carlos

fellowship with those of like precious faith
transcends continents and languages. Even
though verbal communication was a struggle,
the closeness we felt was not diminished.
We thank the Lord for his overrulings and
assistance. We hope that we were able to
bring as many blessings as we received." 0
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Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible

In This Issue:
"My knees did not shake."
The best is yet to come
Dramatic Overruling
Fellowship in Argentina
Year in Review

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Tam
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

