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Our hearts go out to the dear ones afflicted 
by this disaster, taking comfort in the words 
of our Pastor in R.3004 "...divine 

Walking By Faith 
30 foot tidal surges have been measured in 
eyewitness accounts and in the remaining 
debris. Approximately 192,000 homes were 

the city, the levy failed in two areas allowing 
the Mississippi River and Lake Ponchartrain 
waters to enter the protected area. The result 

Home site after storm — palm trees remain Costelli home — circa 1889 
providence seems frequently to operate... 
contrasting between the experiences of 
different members of the body of Christ... In 
some of life's events we can see the Lord's 
protecting and guiding care most mark-
edly, while in others it would seem abso-
lutely lacking... "walk by faith, not by sight." 
2 Cor 5:7 Ed. 

On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina hit 
the Gulf Coast of the United States causing the 
worst natural disaster in this country. Winds 
of 140-150 m.p.h. are estimated and 25- 

Greetings in the Lord 
As another year ends, the keeping power of 
the Lord is foremost in our minds. This year 
we observed the most expensive natural 
disaster ever, forcing the largest urban 
dislocation in United States history. 

While the storm clouds over the world 
continue to darken we can rely on him who 
knows the end from the beginning, for "we 
know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are called 
according to [his] putpose." (Rom. 8:28)Thus 
in the new year, whether it be abounding or 
suffering loss, may we experience a new 
dimension in love for the heavenly Father.  

destroyed or rendered useless through flood-
ing. The eye of the storm came in around the 
western border of Mississippi putting that 
area of the Gulf Coast in the worst possible 
quadrant (northeast) for destruction. Con-
siderable meteorological and hydraulic data 
are being generated through computer mod-
els and made available to the public via the 
Internet at the insistence of local politicians 
and has caused a serious problem for insur-
ers of property in the area. Much confusion 
abounds with the language of the insurance 
policies with regard to wind and water. Class 
action lawsuits were filed early after the storm 
causing insurance companies to retreat into 
their shell, thereby delaying the settlement of 
thousands of claims for residential and com-
mercial properties. Additionally, the tax bases 
of the coastal cities and counties have been 
drastically reduced, causing serious revenue 
problems for the local governmental bodies 
and limiting their ability to furnish full ser-
vices to the people. 

The damage to New Orleans, Louisiana 
was one of a different nature. The city of New 
Orleans was on the west side of the eye wall 
resulting in less wind damage. However, due 
to the lack of the government's attention to 
reinforcing the earthen levy system around  

was the flooding of massive numbers of 
buildings, causing the entire city to evacuate 
and seek alternative shelter throughout the 
country. There remain serious concerns as 
to its recovery. 

The combined devastation of Mississippi 
and Louisiana is daunting and of biblical 
proportion. The recovery process has been 
slow but the spirit of the people is strong. 
Many of our brethren were displaced by the 
loss of their homes either by total destruction 
or flooding with associated contamination. 
In New Orleans, Louisiana Sr. Wyline 
Heron, evacuated to Baton Rouge to live 
with her natural sister, Sr. Osceola Jackson. 
Sr. Shirley Bloom went to Houston and 
Sr. Edvidge Jordan is also now living in 
Baton Rouge. Br. George Chatters has gone to 
live with family in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Br. Maynard Chatters and his family live on 
the west side of the Mississippi River and 
were not affected by floodwaters. The New 
Orleans brethren are all natural family as 
Br. and Sr. Chatters had 16 children. 

In Gulfport, Mississippi home of the New 
Orleans Bible Students Convention for the 
last 15 years—Br. Michael, Sr. Lezlie and 
their daughter Madeline Costelli lost their 

See Walking by Faith page 10 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"But the salvation of the righteous [is] of the LORD: [he is] their strength in the time of trouble." Psalm 37:39 

■Sr. Becky Williams (19301 N. CR 364 W, Muncie, IN 47303) had 
surgery for a herniated disk September 28. Her 
recovery required eight weeks leave from her 
employment. She is thankful for the relief of her 
pain and return of feeling in her leg and foot. 
Three days before her surgery, she attended 
the two-day Miami Valley convention using a 
walker and was an example of humility and 
perseverance. Sr. Becky desires to learn the 

lessons that will develop her character. 

■Sr.DorisBorowiec (5075 KaufmanLoop SE, Salem, OR97306)was 
hospitalized October 10 with high fever and confusion following two 
weeks of rapidly declining health. Though hospitalized the decline 
continued until she fell into a coma October 15 and was put on life 
support, dialysis and high levels of steroids. Four days later Sr. Doris 
awoke from her coma which had been caused by an autoimmune dis-
ease process. When she regained her strength she was transferred to 
a nursing home. She returned home for a short time and has been re-
hospitalized twice since. Her condition is incurable but is treatable 
with medication. 

By her side is her beloved husband of 55 years, Br. Ed, daughter 
Mary Lou and her husband Br. Ron Miller. Through this life and death 
crisis they acknowledge the Lord's test of their faith and implicit trust 
in him Br. Ed often thought of Job "Though he slay me yet will I trust 
Him." They know the Lord will never give them more than they can 
endure, if they abide in him They thank the Lord for his providence 
and the support of the brethren for their temporal and spiritual needs 
during this demanding time. 

■Br. Wayne Hendon (7535 Hendon Rd., Graysville, TN 37338) had 
a kidney transplant in May that required a three-week hospital stay. 
He had been on dialysis for a year and on a waiting list for a kidney 
three months He cares for his wife who has Alzheimer' s disease and 
has full responsibility for household duties. Thankfully he has two 
daughters who live nearby. This has been a demanding experience 
for a 73 year old but Br. Wayne is thankful that the Lord is with him, 
just as he promised. Grateful to see God's marvelous light for the past 
ten years, Br. Wayne appreciates the studies with the Chattanooga 
Ecclesia. 

■ Br. Byron Keith (3719-199th SE, Bothell, WA 98012, e-mail• 
byron.b.keith@comcast.net ) is grateful for the Lord's overruling 
watchcare when a July CAT scan for blurred vision detected a brain 
tumor. After further tests doctors performed a four-hour surgery 
September 26. Recuperation required four days in an intensive care 
unit before discharge. No follow up treatment was necessary. Br. 
Byron sees the hand of the Lord in using the blurred vision to get a 
CAT scan as the benign tumor was unrelated to the blurred vision and 
no other symptoms were present. Br. Byron and his wife Sr. Margie 
"know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God..." Rom. 8:28 

■Br. David R. Gowryluk (Lindenwood University, Box 1629, St. 
Charles, MO 63301) was hospitalized and in intensive care in October 
for dehydration following a painful bout with a virus. This trial 
occurred while he was visiting his grandmother Sr. Hazel McClellan. 
After a few days in intensive care and recuperating at Sr. Hazel's he 
had the additional trial of car trouble while a few hundred miles from 
the university he attends. The experience and the efforts of the 
brethren to help him were heart warming. 

■Br.StephenandSr.Victoria0bayagbona(GPOBox12252,Dugbe, 
Ibadan, Nigeria , e-mail: stevevico2000  @ yahoo.com) are grieving the 
loss of their fifteen-year-old son. "We thank the brethren worldwide 
for their encouraging words of life... which have gone a long way to 
assist us in a very difficult time...the whole household of eight were 
afflicted with one illness or another. Finally one of us died ...The 
family abides in him with confidence and trust. 'Precious in the sight 
of the lord [is] the death of his saints' (Psa 116:15) ... "We are also 
comforted with the Manna text and comments for June 16, October 
17 and the Songs in the Night of October 23 with Job 14:12-15 and 
Job 19:25,26... " 

■Br. Leonard Szczesny (125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181, 
e-mail: lenru@earthlink.net)wastakentotheemergencyroomOctober  
24 because of difficulty breathing. After two 
days of tests doctors determined that a torn 
heart valve caused a loss of blood and retention 
of fluid along with some blockage in his heart 
arteries. The doctor's recommended bypass 
surgery to correct both the valve and three 
arterial conditions. The surgery was performed 
successfully October 27. Recuperation 
required a few days in intensive care and 
transfer November 4 to a rehabilitation center for almost two 
weeks. Despite the increased demands on their time, the Szczesnys 
continued to have Sunday meetings in their home. Br. Leonard and 
his wife Sr. Ruth are adjusting to the abrupt change. They realize this 
experience is permitted of the Lord so their desire is to be submissive, 
rest in faith and develop a more Christ-like character. This experience 
has helped them think more and more along a spiritual line. The com-
munications from the divine family in their time of need has been 
a source of much appreciated strength. 

■Br.MikePatrick(216N. DetroitSt., Bellefontaine, OH43311) was 
shocked by the sudden death of his 81 year old mother Audrey, No-
vember 13. While traveling a few miles to a birthday gathering for 
one of Br. Mike's daughters, her car was struck by a tow truck. This 
is the second tragic death Br. Mike and his wife have faced. Almost 
30 years ago their 4-year-old son was also killed in a car accident. 

Br. Michael shared the funeral service November 17 with a 
Presbyterian minister Since his introduction to the Truth he wit-
nessed to his mother frequently though she still held to many of her 
beliefs. Before the service Br. Michael requested that no mention be 
made of a burning hell since he did not accept that doctrine. The 
minister replied that he did not believe in it either. Br. Michael gave 
a clear and direct witness of the Resurrection hope. This message 
given by the son of the deceased was a witness to the deep comfort 
the Truth has had for him and his wife Vanora and their daughters 
Michelle and Elizabeth. 

■Sr. Donna Ostrander(9617NW4thCourt, Vancouver, WA 98665, 
e-mail• donnaostrndr@comcast.net ) was admitted to the hospital 
September 18 with extreme pain, weakness and loss of feeling and 
support in her feet and legs and limited sensation in her arms and 
hands. After about 10 days of uncertainty and tests she was 
diagnosed with Guillain-Barre Syndrome, a disorder caused by 
nerve damage. During her hospital stay she was in the intensive care 
unit two weeks aided by breathing and feeding tubes. At times her 
life was in jeopardy but the Lord overruled that the right people were 
in the right place at those critical times. Weak and still in pain the 
doctors wanted her to exercise to rebuild her strength. After four 

See Afflicted page 11 
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Entered Into Res 
"...Blessed [are] the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours..." Revelation 14:13 

■ Sr. Doris Lorenz, age 87, of the Portland Area Bible Students 
succumbed to the effects of Lupus November 11. She suffered with 

Lupus for many years before it was 
diagnosed in 1964. In later years it 
affected her vascular system. Poor 
circulation in her foot required a leg 
amputation nine days before her 
death. Her chronic health problems 
and surgeries limited her ability to 
travel with her husband Br. Edward 
who was a frequent speaker at 
conventions. She often remarked that 
she and Br. Ed agreed that they would 
never hold the other back from an 
opportunity of service. Time spent 
alone drew her closer to the Lord in the 
study of his word. Her contributions 

to ecclesia studies reflected the depth of her studies and appreciation 
for the ministry of that "faithful and wise servant." Since moving to 
the Retirement Center, four years ago, she learned to use the computer 
and contributed to the on-line meetings. 

Born in the Saginaw, Michigan area her parents Br. Bert and Sr. My 
Canell had seven children, three of whom consecrated: Sr. Alice 
O'Brien, Br. Don and Sr. Doris. Sr. Doris was drawn to the Lord after 
the stillborn death of a child and the death of her first husband in 
WWII. Immersed in 1945 at the Detroit 4th of July Convention she 
moved shortly after to California and met Br. Ed whom she married in 
1947. 

After Br. Ed's retirement in the mid-1970s, Sr. Doris and Br. Ed 
moved to Oregon. Following Br. Ed's death in 1998 Sr. Doris lived for 
a short time with a niece Chris Menosky (23714 Western Cedar Ct., Va-
lencia, CA 91354). Another niece Pam Canell (19725 76 th  Ave. West, 
Unit B7, Linnwood, WA 98036) was a great support to Sr. Doris 
especially during her time at the Retirement Center. She is also 
survived by nieces: Sr. Mary Ellen Batchler (see Afflicted), Sr. Janet 
Jenssen and a nephew Br. Tom Canell. Br. David Bruce conducted a 
memorial service at the Retirement Center November 12. 

■Sr. Lucille Buck, age 96 of the Kalispell, MT Ecclesia finished her 
course on October 25 after seven years in a nursing home. She had 
a background in the Jehovah's Witnesses movement. Her mother 
found a tract and as they began to study together they sent away to 
the Dawn for a First Volume. Sr. Lucille and her mother were the first 
Bible Students in Kalispell for many years. Isolated as they were, they 
were thankful for the visits of the Pilgrim speakers. She was firm in 
her understanding that Pastor Russell was "that servant." She 
traveled far to attend conventions on the West Coast, Midwest and 
Canada. She is survived by her daughter Sharol Birks (2195 South 
Woodland Dr., Kalispell, MT 59901) three grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. The funeral was October 31. 

■Br.DanielObayagbona, age 15, oflbadan,NigeriaEcclesiadiedof 
typhoid fever on September 27. His immersion (See New Brethren) 
was this summer. He was the son of Br. Stephen and Sr. Victoria 
Obayagbona. (See Afflicted) Consecrated siblings include: Sr. 
Rebecca, Br. Samuel and Sr. Elizabert. Br. Cajetan Egbu gave the 
funeral discourse entitled "Life After Death" on the next day. 

■ Br. Lev (Arden) Bausch, age 63, finished his earthly course 
November 5 from complications of diabetes. He had been on kidney 
dialysis and weakened to the point of being in a coma for 25 days. 

Raised a Jehovah's Witness, he left that organization with his parents 
in the 1960s. Br. Lev and Sr. Hava (Darleen) moved to Israel in 1973. 
On November 8 a memorial service had about 100 in attendance. His 
wife of over 37 years, Sr. Hava (PO Box 1877, Tiberias, Israel) survives. 

■Sr. Rosalind (Roz) Rosswick of the Columbus, OH Ecclesia was 
born January 10, 1915 in Grand Island, Nebraska. Her mother died 
when she was 4 years old and her 
sister Marguerite was 10. They both 
received the Truth from their father. 
Sr. Roz gave her life to the Lord in 
consecration in 1958 and was an 
example of sincerity and enthusiasm 
for God's Word. She maintained a 
tape lecture service for isolated breth-
ren all over the world for many years. 
Srs. Roz and Marguerite moved 
to Columbus, Ohio to the home 
of Br. Paul and Sr. Joyce Lagno 
in 1999. She never left the house 
without tracts in her pocket and she 
was always ready to "give an answer for the hope" within her. She 
suffered a series of small strokes in the spring of 2004 and gradually 
declinedboth mentally andphysically from thattime. She diedquietly 
on December 2 with her sister, Sr. Marguerite (1201 E. Cooke Rd., 
Columbus, 0I-143224) with whom she had lived her entire life at her 
bedside . Br. Paul Lagno conducted a memorial service December 10 
with over 30 in attendance. 

■Br. Kazimierz (Kaz) Szarkowicz a deacon of the VancouverB ible  
Students Ecclesia died unexpectedly at age 34 November 30. As of 
press time the cause is unknown. Br. Kaz was born in Plzychojec, 
Poland, the third son of Br. Eugeniusz and Sr. Helena. He consecrated 
at age 18 and a year later moved to Vancouver to joinhis older brother, 
Br. Daniel. He will be remembered for his gentle and kind spirit. 

His abrupt death leaves a void in the heart of his wife of eleven 
years, Sr. Patrycja (1780 Scott Rd., North Vancouver, BC V7J 3J5). 
He is also survived by two sons: David, age seven and Jackob, age 
four; his parents; his brothers: Brs. Daniel and Leszek and five nieces. 
Brs. Albert Svab and Jerry Leslie conducted the funeral December 10. 
Over 250 were in attendance; most were business associates and 
friends of the family. 

■ Sr. Anna Tsimonis finished her 62-year consecrated walk 
December 1 at the age of 86. Afflicted with Alzheimer' s she received 
loving and patient care from her 
family, particularly her brother, Br. 
Tony and his wife Sr. Harriet with 
whom she lived the last five years. She 
attended a convention less than a 
month before her death. There she 
sang along with the hymns. Sr Anna 
was a devoted supporter of the 
Harvest Message and the Waterbury 
Ecclesia' s studies and activities, 
serving many years as class 
secretary. For several years Sr. Anna 
andhersister, Sr. Venice would winter 
in Clearwater, Florida supporting the 
ecclesia there. 

She learned the Truth from the determined example of her mother 
See Entered Into Rest page 9 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"For in him we live, and move, and have our being..." Acts 17:28 

Testimonies at Ibadan, Nigeria, Africa August 17-21 

Peace Returns to Fold 
Br. Cajetan 0. Egbu, Ibadan Ecclesia 
" I thank the Almighty Jehovah for his providences and direction to 
make this convention a success... May his 
name be praised forever in the name of Jesus 
Christ our reigning King I thank him for the 
peace and understanding that have returned to 
the Nigerian Bible Students movement and for 
the journey mercies granted to all the brethren 
to attend this convention. My prayers are for 
God to lead all safely back to our respective 
places with the blessings of the convention following us home..." 

God Made a Way 
Br. Grace Bassey, Oron City Ecclesia 
"...I am grateful to the most high God for the safe journey and making 
it possible for me and the family to be at this convention. God made 
a way when there was no way. God made me come to the real Truth 
in the midst of the Bible Students. It has made me more humble. It is 
a privilege to symbolize my consecration before the brethren. I was 
a Pastor in my church before but now I am simply Br. Grace. I enjoy 
the fellowship of Bible Students and the simplicity of their way 
of life..." 

Old Classes Need to Encourage the New Ones 
Br. Maurice Uzor, Ohoba Ecclesia 
"I thank God for making it possible for us to come to this convention. 
I thought that it will not be possible because of the economic 
condition we are passing through now but God 
made it happen...many brethren would have 
attended but there was no means...they are 
herein spirit. IthankGodthatmy wiferecovered 
from an illness so that we could attend...What 
I was unable to enjoy in my former churches, I 
have found and enjoy now as a Bible Student. 
I call on all the old classes to be encouraging the 
new ones, as there is a lot of work to be done...I 
thank God for granting my wife and I the opportunity to symbolize our 
consecrations. I was a pastor in my church but have decided to 
follow the way of life of Bible Students." 

Being an Elder Brother 
Br. Moses Obire, Warn Ecclesia 
"The last general convention I attended was in the year 2000. The 

reason I have not attended another since has 
been put behind. I thank God for the peace that 
has returned in the Bible Students movement in 
Nigeria. I traveled to Ghana and spent eight 
days with the brethren there. They look upon 
us as their elder brothers. Brethren study so 
that you will be true elder brothers. I thank God 
for the new brethren. This is a wonderful 
convention and I have been happy from the 

beginning to the end. I thank God for the spiritual and the temporal 
foods which are encouraging." 

Satan Frustrated Me 
Br. Peter Oluchieke, Aba Ecclesia 
"I thank God for granting me journey mercy to attend this convention 
and for making it possible to come to the Truth after going from one 

church to another in search of it. I found the real Truth when I started 
to read the Dawn magazine... Sickness wanted me not to come to this 
convention but I overcame it. Then Satan tried to frustrate me by 
making me forget one of my shoes. As you can see I am here with a 
bathroom slipper. I have not come to Ibadan before but God directed 
me through one small girl that I entered the right luxury bus from Aba. 
I thank God for the opportunity to symbolize my consecration." 

Testimonies at Portland, OR August 20 

"Draw Nigh to God..." 
Sr. Karen Long, Salem (OR) Ecclesia 
"...The scripture I wanted to share with you is one that is close to my 
heart—James 4:8, 'Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to 

you.' My testimony goes back to 2003... I was 
discouraged and looking for answers. One day 
I watched a discourse in which the brother 
mentioned James 4:8... A little while later, I 
checked e-mail...the person cited James 4:8, so 
my mind was starting to turn to that text... Later, 
I opened the Reprints randomly to read an 
article... A large portion of the Reprint was on 

James 4:8... I had determined this must be the scripture that the Lord 
wanted me to focus on... That scripture has proved to be a powerful 
blessing in my life... One of the lessons that I gained...was how 
powerful the Lord' s merit is on our behalf. I realized I had been leaning 
on my own strength and trying to make myself right in the eyes of the 
Lord instead of relying on the Lord's strength and his merit to cover. 
I needed...to be humbled to see my failures and trust in the mercy of 
God. It proved to be a great blessing. It is too heavy of a burden 
to carry ourselves. I learned to give more diligence and heart devotion 
to study and prayer. I have sought to organize the affairs of my life 
in order to continually work on drawing nearer to my Lord. I thank 
him continually for this lesson... We can never get close enough..." 

"Crucified with Christ..." 
Sr. Lana Turner, Denver (CO) Ecclesia 
"...My favorite scripture is Gal. 2:20, ' I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himselffor 
me.' Of course that is the Gospel and the high 
calling all in one verse. The challenge of 
walking through this world and letting Christ 
live in our flesh is daunting sometimes...This 
year I completed the process of moving my 
mother Sr. Felecia Everett from Washington—
in the District of Columbia—and my brother 
James from Virginia to Colorado. They live about ten minutes away 
from me now... It has been a mixed experience but one very instructive 
in allowing Christ to live in me. I am trying to show his spirit and 
attitude in all things. I ask an interest in your prayers on my mother's 
behalf that she will adapt well to very changed circumstances. She 
has been a good sport but it has been difficult. This experience has 
also brought me to the point of making some important decisions 
about my life—quitting a part-time job that I have had for some time 
and launching out into new areas which I hope will allow me to 
bring greater glory to my Lord..." 

He Washed My Feet 
Br. Tim Allen, Portland Area (OR) Bible Students 
"...My scripture is one thatkeeps me contrite. Before I knew the Truth, 



it was what put me in a state that the Father was finally able to use. 
I knew Jesus was my Savior but why would he do this? John 13:3-5 
says, 'Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he was come from God, and went to God; He riseth 
from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and 
girded himself. After that he poureth water into a basin, and be-
gan to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded.' ... Here is salvation, the little that I knew 
before the Truth and he was washing my feet. Then in verse 8, 'If 
I wash thee not thou hath no part with me.' In life I had things that 
tookme off the path of what is important... butif I goback to this [text]... 
it is what I need for God to start anything in me. I need to be in a humble 
condition, washing somebody's feet, before he can do something in 
me. I have held that in my mind and heart. I always go back to this 
and start over again if I need..." 

Graven on His Palms 
Br. Tom Brantner, Southwest Oregon Ecclesia 
"I am from the Southwest Oregon class via the Internet... My favorite 

scripture is one that my mother pointed out to 
me. She was battling cancer at the time. I had 
a smaller trial...but it was hard for me at the 
moment. She gave me Isaiah 49:16, ' Behold, 
I have graven thee upon the palms of [my] 
hands; thy walls [are] continually before me.' 
I have looked back on that for some time. I want 
to keep the thought of [being] graven on the 

palms of our Lord. That my name would be there..." 

"I Will Never Leave Thee..." 
Br. Bill Thacker, Portland Area (OR) Bible Students 
"...My scripture is from when I symbolized my consecration. Br. 
Laddie Stewart gave it to me and he said, 'Do not ever forget this 
scripture.".../ will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.' (Heb. 13:5) 
I have not forgotten it. I believe in the Diaglott, it says, 'Aro, I will 
not leave thee; no, no, I will not forsake thee,' which emphasizes the 
original Greek..." 

"Exceeding Great and Precious Promises..." 
Jann Lewis, Denver (CO) Ecclesia 
"...This is a wonderful convention...I love how the organ and the 
piano together make beautiful music. Yesterday when we started 

singing, it was like there were 200 of us... It was 
a beautiful sound and a lovely way to start a 
convention. The setting with the beautiful 
trees, lovely ferns and greenery, is a sight to 
behold. It is delightful when the class says 
come and be seated, we are going to serve you 
lunch. The scripture I was going to share is a 
beautiful text... 11 Peter 1: 3,4... 'According 
as his divine power hath given unto us all 

things that [pertain] unto life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: Whereby are given 
unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world through lust.' ..." 

"Give Me Thine Heart..." 
Br. John Blackwell, Surrey (BC) Canada 
"I am thankful to be at another Portland Study Convention... It has 
always been nice to sit down with brethren from across the United 
States, Canada and Europe to study the Word of the Lord, to get to 
know the brethren...and appreciate their study habits, thoughts and 
contributions... My scripture...is from the year I consecrated. Br. 
Albert Svab did a wooden poster for me of ... Proverbs 23:26, 'My son, 
give me thine heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.' I go back 
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to this when times are difficult... In about ten days I retire from my 
avocation but I will still keep going with my vocation—the Truth. We 
are looking forward to having more time to serve the Lord... " 

Testimonies at Antioch, CA September 04 

"...Trusted with Inunortality?" 
Sr. Janet Jenssen, North Seattle (WA) Bible Students 
"...I want to say thank you to the class here. I have had many rich 
blessings... I have enjoyed every moment of this convention. It was 
just what I needed. I was able to go to the 
Portland Study Convention a couple of weeks 
ago, so I feel richly blessed by the Lord. I loved 
the study on obedience and how important that 
is because that is what the Lord is looking for. 
My dad [Br. Don Canell] had a sign in his study 
that said, 'Can we be trusted with 
immortality?' ... That is the ultimate goal for us. 
We have to have that obedience... I have had varied experiences over 
the past year and the Lord has been with me every moment. I sold my 
house—a large home—and we moved to a smaller home. The 
weekend of our convention I sold it. Br. Tim Allen was staying with 
us. He is a mortgage broker and he walked us through the whole 
process...The Lord is gracious to me... " 

"...Your God Goes with You..." 
Sr. Judy Garrison, Salem (OR) Ecclesia 
"...I feel grateful for the past year and its experiences, namely, with my 
mom and our dear little class. I have said several times in my 
testimonies in the past year that this is my real 
life. When I am with my brethren, it is my real 
life. Not that it is a phony life outside...but this 
is where my heart is... Everything is working 
towards the reality of what Br. Don Canell 
asked, 'Can we be trusted with immortality?' 
That is where our life is taking us. I wanted Sr. 
Janet Jenssen to know that we have Br. Don's 
Reprints. That is what I am studying with now...We have been 
appreciating going through them... Along the same line, his 
recordings of the Sermons book have been a blessing. When I 
discovered they were in cassette form, I purchased them right away... 
I want to thank this ecclesia for their provision of this time aside from 
the world to draw close to the Lord. I would like to give a scripture 
to my brethren here, a precious promise from Josh 1:9, `...Be strong 
and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for 
the LORD, thy God [is] with thee whithersoever thou goest ' I put 
emphasis on 'thy God' because when Br. Ron Miller gave this 
scripture in a discourse, he emphasized it that way and it made so 
much more sense tome. That put the emphasis in my heart and I want 
my brethren to take that with them whithersoever thou goest' —it is 
the LORD, your God that goes with you. We love each one of you 
very much and appreciate seeing the out workings of the holy Spirit 
in your lives..." 

Ready to Start the First Volume 
Sr. Karen Wildblood, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"First, I would like to thank this ecclesia for all 
their services toward us... This has been a 
special convention over the years... It has been 
a very special past several months because my 
natural sister has taken an interest in the Truth. 
My sister had told me that she would read the 
first Volume after she had read the Bible. True 
to her word, she called me the day she finished 
the Bible in Revelation and said, 'Now I have questions about 

See Brethren page 6 
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Revelation and am ready to start the first Volume.' ...After 20 years of 
talking with her about the Truth and being my best friend growing up, 
it is thrilling to know that she is taking an interest. Even if she does 
not move through to consecration, it is still wonderful to know that 
she is appreciating the Truth and Br. Russell's writings. Also, both 
of Br. Harry's natural sisters are taking an interest in the Truth. His 
older sister is starting to meet with the class in Florida... Br. Harry's 
other sister Ann, is legally blind... It is neat to know that she is getting 
`eye salve' here with respect to the Truth...It is sad to know someone 
is sitting alone in the dark, but then, the Truth is the only light...I 
appreciate such a special blessing. I wanted to invite you to our next 
convention. We moved it...to July 15, 16, 2006, in sunny 
Champaign, Illinois..." 

"...You Need Only be Still" 
Br. Perry Robinson, Orlando (FL) Ecclesia 
"...We have been meeting together with the brethren about two years 
now. Do the brethren study the Volumes? Yes. Do they study 

Volumes Two and Three? Yes. Do they study 
the 1916 Forewords ? Yes. Do the brethrenhave 
varying views on little bits of chronological 
data? Yes. I think it is that way in almost every 
class no matter where you are. Do the brethren 
treat each other with brotherly love and respect 
and not just talk but also listen to each other? 
Yes. We have thoroughly enjoyed ourselves 
and invite you all to come down... Several years 

ago, we had a hard experience and I was reading the Bible through— 
start to fmish—as well as our Volume studies. I was exercising while 
I was reading with the Bible tape in Exodus. I thought that there 
probably would not be a precious promise that would apply to the 
experience that I was having at that time. Then in the NIV I read 
Exodus 14:14, The LORD will fight for you, you need only be still."' 

Testimonies at Langley, BC, Canada September 11 

A New Consecration 
Sr. Phoebe Murchie, Duncan (BC) Canada 
"I wouldliketo thank my heavenlyFather...especiallyforthe privilege 
of being immersed again. I was immersed 42 years ago but at that time 
I had a different belief... Studying and going to conventions have 
helped me a great deal... I took this opportunity of making a new 
consecration and being baptized again and I feel good about it. I will 
no longer have the feeling that something is not right... I am happy 
for the Lord's blessings to me and hope that he will show me the way 
of serving him more acceptably..." 

The Bride Class 
Sr. Marguerite Rader, Vancouver Island (BC) Canada 
"This is a wonderful day...for my baptism... I was previously baptized 
with the Jehovah's Witnesses. They teach an earthly group—a 
sheep class... I now understand what that means... Now he has taught 
me that it was a consecration but it had not been accepted. He has 
accepted me now as part of the bride class... I did not think about 
getting rebaptized but one brother asked...are you baptized? I said 
yes and told him about it and he said, 'Oh, you were baptized to 
righteousness.' I went back to the hotel with Sr. Opal Williams and 
she started speaking to me right from the Volumes... Later, I realized 
the baptism into Christ's death... There is one calling and that is 
the bride. 

When I first came in contact through Br. George [Wilmott] I asked 
for The Divine Plan of the Ages ... I was extremely cautious. I did not 
want to be involved again in something that would not completely 
fulfill me. I corresponded with Sr. Ruth Wilmott over the phone and  

got a study going. I methodically went through my lessons. Little 
encouragements were written on them like 'God bless you,' etc. I 
appreciated that. Before that was completed... I understood the body 
and the head, I knew I had to be with the body. I spoke with 
Br. David Wihnott—after Sr. Ruth died—and he gave me three names... 
Br. Mery and Sr Linda Hohenacker and Sr. Phoebe wanted to meet but 
I turned them down. Three years later I corresponded with Sr. Ruth 
Chambers and she contacted Br. Mery again and I corresponded with 
him and the ball got rolling. I was still studying with Texas and 
finished The Divine Plan of the Ages. They got me a computer and 
Br. George came for a visit and we set up a class..." 

Testimonies at Piqua, OH September 24, 25 

The First Volume 
Br. Ivan Philips, Clearwater and St. Petersburg (FL) Classes 
"I want to thank the Lord for calling me out of darkness into this 
marvelous light many years ago. Br. Dennis Stansberry' s dad got me 
into the Truth. I usedto work withhim... He saidthere is a book I would 
like you to read. It was the first Volume. I thought, 'Well, this is so 
simple that I am going to tell everybody about it.' ... My brother, sister 
and brother-in-law said, 'You have never been to seminary, you do 
not know anything about it.' There were a lot of scriptures that I did 
not know. Knock on the door and say, Peace be unto this house, and 
if they do not listen, wipe your feet and go on. When I got to this 
scripture, it taught me a lesson... The Lord has really blessed me... 

"I drove here from Florida. I came a little ways and I saw a car...the 
lady had hit a guardrail with her car... I was thinking, 'Lord, that 
happened before we got there.' I thanked the Lord for overruling... 
The brethren from both classes send their love... I know that even 
though I am blessed, I am still of this old human nature and I come far 
short and do things that I do not want to do—as the Apostle Paul 
says..." 

Experiences with Satan while Preparing a Talk 
Br. Dennis Stansberry, Muncie (IN) Area Bible Students 
"...This was one of the toughest talks I had ever tried to give. I... have 
to have everything on paper because I am too weak in the flesh to 
present it without being organized... I started 
reading everything I could about Satan that Br. 
Russell had written and it was so interesting 
that I thought, I have got to give this talk.' A 
couple of things caught my eye. You should 
never rile Satan, because we are no match for 
him Another thing was that Satan causes 
sicknesses because he is the cause of death... 
I am a semiretired building contractor and I had 
not had any jobs all summer... When I was putting this talk together 
I began getting calls from people wanting estimates. The Lord takes 
care of me and whenever I need a job there is one waiting. But, there 
were more jobs than I needed ... I was working late at night and getting 
up at 3:00 am... and I developed a high fever and did not know why... 
It put me out of commission for a few days. I started back to work and 
had more interruptions... Down to the last couple of days with not 
nearly enough on paper... I worked extra hard and I got a headache 
and high fever again. I thought, 'I am not going to get finished but 
I am not going to give up either, because the Lord had lead me to this 
subject.' All of a sudden...the computer went crazy. Since I am not 
computer savvy, I called upon my wife and she bailed me out...Then 
the printerjammed... I cried to my wife again... She shook her head and 
said, 'I have never seen anything like this, I do not know where to 
start.' At that time I was beginning to think that Satan was trying to 
stop me... I knew it was not our God. Then the light went out on the 
lamp... The new bulb did not work. I looked under the table at the 
power strip... It had been pulled out and laid 14 inches away... 



Immediately I knew that it did not fall out... Knowing that Satan can 
read your mind, I dug in my heels and started to become a bit angry. 
I said in my mind, 'Okay, I know that you can do anything that you 
want to me but I know that you cannot destroy me unless God wants 
you to. I am going to write this thing by hand and with a high fever, 
if I have to but I am going to write it.' About that time my wife got the 
printer cleared up and my headache started going away. I realized it 
was not because Satan was scared of me but that our God had pulled 
him off. I had been given an experience with the wrath of Satan. 
Receiving that lesson was a blessing. It was the toughest job I ever 
had to do. I suggest that if anyone wants to write about Satan, weigh 
the cost, because you are going to be challenged..." 

First and Last Talk 
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest (IN) Ecclesia 
"We have been honoring brethren who have passed away within the 
last year or so. I think mention should be made of two brothers who 
served us at many conventions. It was brought to my attention when 
I had to dub a series of tapes for last year's Indiana-Ohio 
Convention... The first talk was given by Br. Allon MacAlister...The 
last talk of the convention was Br. Gene Burns. Both have served the 
brethren faithfully for many years. It was ironic that Br. Allon died 
at the beginning of the year and Br. Gene later. I thought I would just 
bring this to the brethren's attention so that they can appreciate all 
their efforts as we have..." 

Why Not Me? 
Br. Harold Duckett, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"...I want to thank you for your prayers because I have felt them... 
Physically, I am on an even keel right now. I have more tests to go 
through but I feel fine. I will wait upon the Lord for the results of these 
tests and be willing to accept them. Work-wise, they have this 
wonderful phrase called `downsizing,'—even in hospitals. I like to 
call them unofficial vacations...I am not working but I am being paid... 
I looked at retiring... I had to balance that with my obligations and how 
I could meet them if I am not working. I wait on the Lord and his 
leadings...David said, ?have been young, and [now] am old; yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.' We 
know he will provide, as the hymn says. It is a matter of trust and faith. 
It has been said... 'Those who have faith do not need proof.' Some 
things associated with divine faith have no proof ...Some say, Why 
me? On the other hand, Why not me? We have no experiences that 
are uncommon to man. We continue to trust where we cannot trace..." 

Testimonies at San Antonio, TX October 8 

Evacuated Houston because of "Rita" 
Sr. Sharon Zuber, Little Rock (AR) Ecclesia 
"...I want to share a little experience that I had involving Br. Gregory 
Kuehmichel. A few weeks ago, before the first hurricane—Katrina- 

hit, Br. Gregory called and said he was going to 
be passing through our area with a family he 
was helping to move to Houston. He said they 
would like to visit and I said it was a good place 
to spend the night and they did. We spent most 
of Saturday with them and on Sunday we were 
able to get on the Bible study with 
Weatherford. It was a privilege to be with 

them—parents with four boys, ranging from eighteen months to nine 
years of age, who were disciplined and well mannered. They 
expressed their deep love for the Lord and were seeking his 
providences and plan for them. [After they left] I wondered about 
them, and, lo and behold, the next evening, Br. Gregory called and said 
they were evacuated from Houston because Hurricane Rita had hit 
and they would be in our area again. They got as far as Little Rock 
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and were stranded. They visited for part of the day. The mother and 
I had a chance to visit while making dinner We talked about God's 
plan and she had some input. Although of the nominal systems, she 
was receptive to the basic Truths and did not believe in hell torment. 
It is our privilege to tell this wonderful plan and how exciting and 
wonderful it is when the world starts learning it. I am reading Alive 
Again by Br. Eugene Bums and he gives a little taste of what it will 
be like then and it is so exciting..." 

Soon, No More Tears 
Sr. Lois King, Weatherford (TX) Ecclesia 
"...I want to thank the heavenly Father for my being allowed to come 
and for my daughter Sr. Patty Wilson. We meet with the Weatherford 
brethren and on-line with brethren we know 
andlove...I wasremembering Br. [Leon] Norby 
and Br. Ted and Sr. Bessie Smith. The Smiths 
used to send me all the discourses they ever 
printed... I look back over the years and 
remember the faithfulness of these dear 
brethren. I received a letter this past week from 
Br. Ed and Sr. Molly Heidelbach. Sr. Molly is 
85 and writes a clear, legible letter... I spoke with the Sheppelbaums 
on the phone. They also have been a blessing for many years, being 
an example to us... I am thankful to the heavenly Father for all his 
benefits. I look out over the world and see all the destruction but I have 
an inner peace, knowing that soon there will be no more tears. Our 
God makes no mistakes. He is in control. If we press down and prove 
faithful, we might be workers and help others... " 

Straight to the Throne 
Sr. Pearl Owen, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"... I want you to know that I do truly love the Lord and the brethren. 
I think our God is awesome and I thank him for 
giving me an opportunity to run for the high 
calling I thank God for his love, not only for 
the brethren but also for the whole world of 
mankind... S ometimes I have trials and troubles 
in my life and I go straight to the throne 
of God...because I know about the Lord's 
promises. There I ask the Lord to help me with 
these problems and—believe me—I get peace from that..." 

Testimonies at New England, CT October 15 

Update on the Brethren 
Sr. Rachel Griehs, Delaware Valley (DE) Ecclesia 
"...Some of the brethren have asked me how Br. George Eldridge is 
doing. Br. George had a stroke last year. He looks fine but he has 
expressive aphasia. So things that he wants to 
say do not come out right. About three weeks 
ago at our testimony meeting Sr. Ruth Eldridge 
testified that they were going to a new 
neurologist. The neurologist said that he 
thought he knew how to get him back to how he 
was. He started him onnew medication and said 
to come back in six months... We already see 
some improvements. He is expressing himself a little better. He 
testified on Tuesday night and he was easier to understand. So, that 
is wonderful news. Br. Walter Osterman, another elder in our class, 
has failing eyesight. He could use your prayers along with Sr. 
Barbara, his wife. I am thankful to be here today... I ask an interest in 
your prayers for our class and for myself as I deal with afflictions in 
the flesh, as everyone has. I rejoice in them. It has really helped in 
my spiritual welfare and I am thankful for that trial..." 

See Brethren page 8 
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Truth makes a lot of Sense 
Br. Peter Bovac, Agawam (MA) Ecclesia 
"... Getting here was difficult. The past couple weeks have been 
trying... My wife was in a car accident about two weeks ago and her 
car was totaled. She did not get hurt badly...If my little boy were in 
the back seat, he would not be here. I praise God that he was home 
with me. I lost my job a couple of days ago...that was hard...but I praise 
God that I am pressing on... It is interesting how I came to where I am 
now. I had been meeting with a friend who was a Jehovah's Witness. 
I have the same background. I had a lot of built up resentments in me. 
We got together for me to try to prove the Jehovah's Witnesses 
wrong... We began looking into the origins of the movement with 
Pastor Russell and basically tried to prove him wrong. I found his 
Volumes. I thought I am going to look at Volume One to see how off 
course it is. I was reading it and thought... 'This makes a lot of sense.' 
At that point, I was not yet ready so I put them down. About a year 
later, my little boy came into my life and he inspired me to get some 
books that were God oriented for children and I thought of the 
Volumes again. I started reading, time went on, I came across the 
Agawam Ecclesia and here I am." 

Testimonies at Connellsville, PA October 29, 30 

Honeymoon Providences 
Sr. Robyn Armstrong, Greater New London (CT) Ecclesia 
"...I thank my spiritual family for your love and support, especially in 
the last month with our wedding. I wanted to share a couple of 

stories...I have always wanted to go to New 
Zealand... When we were planning our 
honeymoon... I was speaking to the agent and 
she said, `...There are no seats available, would 
you like to go somewhere else?' Thinking off 
the top of my head I said... 'How about Brazil?' 
`Where in Brazil?' I do not know—Rio or San 
Paulo.' She said, 'I can get you two seats to San 

Paulo but you have to go through Buenos Aries and do a layover...It 
does not have to be just a layover. You can spend a week and then 
go on...' I was not even thinking, at the time, that there were brethren 
there. After it dawned on me, I realized the Lord's overruling in the 
routing. So, we bring you the love of the brethren in Argentina. We 
had some wonderful fellowship for two and a half days with them. I 
cannot express how much of a family the brethren are...You may not 
speak the same language or have met before but you are family. 

"Also, another overruling—the Hagensicks had given us a laptop 
to deliver to a brother in Curitiba, Brazil...It turned out one of our 
flights was connecting through Curitiba with a forty-minute 
layover... We were not supposed to get off the plane but we wanted 
to meet this brother, so we got off. The way they route you, you 
cannot get into the terminal but go directly to baggage claim and you 
cannot get back ... [But] the Lord overruled the whole situation. We 
found an employee who spoke English and knew someone was 
waiting for us and was willing to deliver the gift...We are thankful for 
that overruling... " 

Heart Attack—An Answer to Prayer 
Sr. Laurel Young, Connellsville (PA) Bible Students 
"...I wanted to testify to how kind and wise our loving heavenly Father 
is and how his timing is perfect. About a month ago, I had been 
praying to the Lord that he would help me to lean upon him more and 
to rejoice in every experience he gives... I told the Lord that I realize 
that it might mean there would be a trial but if that is what you want... 
I just want to be closer to you. Three hours later, I had a heart attack. 
It was such an obvious answer to the prayer...It was like the Lord 
saying, I had to wait until you prayed for it before I could give you 
this. Now you are prepared, here is the experience. The Lord does 

not hold back any blessings he has for us. Some of our greatest 
blessings are our trials. I just needed to appreciate that more... I am 
probably going to misquote this, so Br. John Baker can correct me 
later. He mentioned that when he consecrated he was trying to figure 
out what trials would be necessary for him to have the character 
development necessary to make his calling and election sure. He 
realized he did not have to make a list...the Lord made the list...The 
Lord is too kind to hold back a single trial we need and I am grateful 
for the experience. I want to thank the heavenly Father for all of the 
prayers, cards, e-mails and phone calls. I see the Lord uses the 
brethren to lift us up... 

"Also, I was asked to mention that we got a phone call from Sr. 
Estelle Gill. She told us of a lady in the area where Br. Ray and Sr. 
Joanne [Zabowski] had tracted. This gentleman had picked up a tract 
and brought it home to his wife and she loved the message. She called 
fora hundred of the 'Little Child Shall Lead Them' tracts and a dozen 
`How to Study the Bible' booklets. She said, 'Everybody I know is 
going to get one in their Christmas card.' She is not extremely 
interested but she loved the message and the picture... I do not know 
if Br. Ray and Sr. Joanne are aware of how many people are going to 
be blessed by the one little tract they put out..." 

A Sixth Visit with Romanian Brethren 
Sr. Karen Earl, Washington, D.C., Ecclesia 
"...I was allowed to go to the Romanian seminar I wanted to go 
sometime earlier and had been disappointed. The humbling lesson 
for me was that, possibly, the Lord through 
such a disappointment was preparing me for 
the very thing I want in the future. When I got 
to the convention in Costesti, brethren 
provided me with transportation...to the 
village...their home and then to Baia Mare. 
These are brethren I had never met. To see the 
Lord' s provision was a miracle and 
strengthened my faith deeply. I appreciated 
seeing how they prepared for weddings. A group of Romanian 
brethren were practicing singing for the bride and groom and I was 
able to join them. The Lord also provided me to assist someone who 
was in need. I have been to Romania five times before but this was 
my most special time. There were lessons of humility, overruling and 
lessons of awe with the Lord's greatness... " 

Two Opportunities for Witnessing on Plane 
Br. Walter Hrechuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia 
"There are 25 or 30 brethren who get together on Sundays in 
Winnipeg. They all voted to send their love to the brethren here... I 
have enjoyed all the lessons brought forth from 
the platform I thank the Lord for the Truth and 
for the many years that he has led me. I bring 
the love of Br. Frank Boychuk who has had a 
stroke. He is recovering slowly and is able to get 
around with a wheelchair and cane. The doctor 
says it may take another year before he regains 
his balance. 

"I had two opportunities to witness to people during my flight 
here. I spoke to a man who had some knowledge of the Bible... There 
was also a young Catholic and we talked almost the entire way about 
the Truth. 

"It is important to note all the events taking place in the world—
especially with Israel ... We had the privilege of translating all of the 
Volumes into the Ukrainian language. We have had contact with the 
brethren overseas, sending them literature they requested. We send 
about 450 newsletters to the brethren every second month. We are 
glad that the Truth is being sent over there. Now that my wife has 
fmished her course, I have kept busy with correspondence and 
preparing the newsletters for the brethren..." ❑ 



Entered Into Rest From page 3 
Sr. Stamatia who heard the Truth from a Greek brother colporteuring 
in Waterbury, Connecticut. Sr. Stamatia did not know how to read, 
Greek or English. This brother taught her to read using the Bible and 
the Volumes. 

Sr. Anna is survived by her brother, Br. Tony (54 Benton Rd., 
Morris, CT. 06763), two sisters: Srs. Venice Tsimonis (567 Highland 
Ave., Waterbury, CT 06708) and Esther Balko (6 Colby Lane, Wolcott, 
CT 06716); four consecrated nieces: Srs. Lydia Davis, Vicki Griffm, 
Paula Ashley and Priscilla Jezuit and two nephews. Br. Dan Slivinsky 
comforted the 35 mourners gathered December 5. 

■Sr. Janina Knapczynski, age 79 of the Warsaw, Poland, Ecclesia 
died October 28 of melanoma which had metastasized to her internal 

organs. She manifested her faith 
when she uttered a prayer for courage 
and strength moments before she 
died. Born into a Catholic family, her 
parents heard the Truth before WWII 
and were one of the first Bible 
Students in their village of Chojno 
Nowe. She consecrated in her 
twenties and carried out a life of 
service. She leaves behind her 
husband Br. Jan (ul. Anielewicza 
18/6101-032 Warszawa, Poland) and 
a son Br. Kris (13610 S. Dublin Dr., 
Homer Glen, IL 60491, e-mail: 
kris  @netgrasp.com ) and two 
grandchildren: Emilia and Sebastian. 

Brs. Pawel Kozlowski and Lukasz Szatynski conducted the service 
November 6 for 150 family, brethren, friends and neighbors in 
attendance. 

■Br. Raymond U. Ohiri, age48, ofthe Kano, Nigeria, Bible Students 
Ecclesia died of malaria parasite October 5. Zealous and active in the 
Harvest work, he was previously a pastor and overseer before 
learning the Truth. He is survived by his wife Sr. Josephine, (no 
address available, e-mail: kelechiuzor4u@yahoo.com);  five 
consecrated children: Srs. Lerah, Gold, Blessing and Brs. Mayor and 
Raymond Jr.; his parents and a consecrated brother, Br. Maurice 
Uzor. (See Testimonies) Br. Cajetan Egbu officiated at the funeral 
October 29 with more than six hundred people attending including 
brethren and friends from his former church. 

■Sr. Esa Keetman of Marquartstein, Germany finished her earthly 
course unexpectedly November 18 after suffering a heart attack three 
days earlier. She would have been 90 years old December 3. She was 
preceded in death by her husband of 55 years, Br. Peter, eight months 
previous. 

Sr. Esa was born in Mannheim, Germany and as a young woman 
she was sent to Munich where she studied fine arts. There she became 
friends with Gunild Keetman. When the war broke out she invited 
Sr. Esa to flee Munich and live with her on her family's farm in Southern 
Bavaria. Sr. Esa' s home in Mannheim had been destroyed by allied 
bombs and her mother was in hiding with relatives in the country 
because she was half Jewish. Sr. Esa went with Gunild to Breitbrunn 
to stay through the war years but the Lord had other plans for her. 
Gunild' s brother Peter was in the front lines when he lost his leg he 
was sent home. Sr. Esa met, fell in love with and later married him 

In 1958 they were immersed together after a two-year search for the 
Truth. Sr. Esa's brother-in-law Br. Joseph Fischer had previously 
witnessed the Truth to them but they were not interested. After 
studying for a while with a Jehovah's Witness, they decided they 
needed to keep searching. A Jehovah's Witness was generous in 
giving them the name of a Bible Student in Switzerland and after that 
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contact, they came full circle back to Br. Joseph Fischer. The Fischers 
were in charge of publishing the German Dawn and after Br. Joseph' s 
death, his wife—Sr. Esa' s sister in the flesh—Sr. Irmgard Fischer, 
continued to publish the Dawn. When her health failed, the Keet 
mans took a large part of the responsibility in editing, translating and 
writing articles for the magazine. They were both active in helping 
prepare the German translations of discourses for the first three 
International Conventions in the 1980's. They spent their lives 
serving the Lord and the brethren. 

Sr. Esa was a wonderful hostess, entertaining brethren from all 
parts of the globe in her home and was generous with her time and 
money in helping brethren in need—particularly those in Eastern 
European countries. She possessed a deep understanding of the 
Truth. 

She leaves one daughter Sr. Regine Keetman (Eichelbergstrasse 
5, D-76189 Karlsruhe, Germany) and one granddaughter Sr. Dina 
Thode. Having her own offspring in the family of Christ was a comfort 
and joy to her. Six great-grandchildren also survive her. 

■Br. Edward Pascal, age 82, finished his earthly course December 
13 as a result of emphysema and heart trouble. He learned the Truth 
through his wife Sr. Audrey, whose grandfather was active in Pastor 
Russell's day. Consecrating in 1972 Br. Edward studied with the 
Greensboro Ecclesia which now has only two members remaining 
Br.Edissurvivedbyhiswifeof63years,SLAudrey(P.O.Box262,Climax, 
NC 27233); two sons: Br. Roy and Mike; two grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren and a brother James. Br. Craig Chamberlain 
conducted the funeral service December 16. Only 30 were able to 
attend the service because of a winter ice storm. 

■Br. Zaharia Chiorean, age 71, finished his consecrated walk of 
50years November18 as aresult ofkidney problems. Anelderin the Cluj 
Napoca, Romania, Ecclesia he 
diligently served as one of two 
brothers authorized by the ecclesia to 
have the responsibility and care of the 
van owned by the brethren. Br. 
Zaharia' s invaluable service 
transported foreign and local 
brethren many a mile in Romania, 
Moldova, Poland and once to France 
for the International Convention. The 
van makes it possible for the brethren 
in Cluj to serve other classes who do 
not have elders. 

Serving in this way was familiar to 
him Under communism he was a pro-
fessional driver for an agricultural firm and had a departmental vehicle 
at his disposal for taking brethren to meetings. The vehicle could hold 
25 brethren and since many more than this wished to go to the 
meetings, he would make several trips. Though this was dangerous 
he showed no fear, joining the brethren in the singing of hymns during 
the trip. 

Br. Zaharia loved present Truth provided by the Lord through the 
faithful and wise servant, Br. Russell. He knew the importance 
of having the Studies in the Scriptures available in the Romanian 
language. With the freedom to publish Truth literature, he and others 
had the privileges of finding printing firms, negotiating the best price 
and distributing the material once printed. 

Br. Zaharia was blessed with an excellent recall and used it for the 
glory of God by memorizing scriptures and citations. 

He will be missed by his Truth family and his two daughters Rodica 
and Maria and two sons Dan and Main (str. Ion Ionescu de la Brad 
nr. 3, Cluj Napoca, Romania, e-mail: AurelFlorica@rdslink.ro)  and six 
grandchildren. Brs. Nicolae Zoicas and Cornel Brie conducted the 

See Entered Into Rest page 16 



Br. Ward Buel 

Sr. Wilma Marks a Century 
10 

Sr. Wilma Winterowd was 100 years old De-
cember 4. For many years Sr. Wilma cared 
for her invalid sister, giving her much fulfill-
ment. She was unhappy with her church and 
was praying to the Lord to direct her. She 
received a Dawn magazine, which sparked 
her interest, so she wrote for literature. Br. 
Josiah of the Long Island Ecclesia called on 
her in 1977. She consecrated at the age of 
79. In 1981 she moved to New Jersey with 
her sister to live with her daughter Jean, 

continuing the care of her sister until her 
death in 1984. The New Brunswick brethren 
then learned of her and invited her to attend 
the Memorial service in Toms River, New 
Jersey. After this contact she began attend-
ing the Toms River weeknight meetings 
until it was discontinued at the death of Sr. 
Bernice Gray. She is now confined to an 
assisted living facility with her daughter 
(The Wexford at Wall, 2018 Hwy. 35, Apt 
247A, Spring Lake, NJ 07762). Br. Bob 

and Sr. Rebecca Gray have a meeting with 
her once a week. 
Brethren living a 
greater distance 
away, visit when they 
are able. At the age 
of 100, Sr. Wilma 
has been blessed with 
a remarkably clear 
mind. She loves 
prophecy, especially what is happening in 
Israel and rejoices in Present Truth. ❑ 

Walking by Faith From page 1 
home to wind destruction resulting from a 
possible tornado or microburst of wind. Br. 
Costelli spoke with an eyewitness who saw 
the home come apart in the wind. First, the 
high roof came off in one piece and then the 
second floor walls blew off. Subsequently, 
the remainder of the house was blown away. 
Only minor rubble remains, an indication of 
high winds. Br. Costelli's home was 115 
years old and had survived many serious 
storms—including hurricane Camille in 
1969. The Costellis evacuated the area to 
Montgomery, Alabama the day before and 
watched the televised storm coverage from 
their motel room along with many other 
evacuees from Gulfport. After three days 
at the motel, with little specific data from 
home, the Costellis moved northward to stay 
with Br. Phillip and Sr. Merilyn Mosley of 
Guntersville, Alabama. At the Mosley' s, the 
Costellis found solace and encouragement in 
the presence of the Lord's people. Fellowship 
abounded as they set up temporary quarters 
and established communication with family, 
friends and business associates who remained 
through the storm and who provided much 
needed details of the conditions on the coast. 
Electrical power was out in 90 percent of the 
state and local water and sewer facilities were 
interrupted for weeks. Roads were immedi-
ately cleared so federal emergency vehicles 
could enter the damaged areas. Christian 
faith-based groups from around the country 
were among the first to arrive and help with 
food and medical supplies. 

On September 2, Br. Michael along with 
Brs. Phillip and Chad Mosley returned to the 

coast with supplies that 
included extra fuel and 
a generator. Upon ar- 
riving, they stopped to 
check on Br. Ward Buel 
who lives five miles 
north of the Coast and 
had only minimal wind 
damage. Br. Ward was 
in good condition but 

without power. The generator was used to 
power the well pump and several small appli- 

ances, thereby offering much needed relief. 
Next they entered Gulfport and checked on 
the Costelli home and engineering office. 
Br. Michael's office received only minor 
damage making it possible for the business 
to be operational within a week. However, 
the Costelli's home was gone and the scene 
surrounding it was eerie as the team made 
their way into the damage zone. Neither 
law, order nor a military presence had yet 
been established and looting was rampant. 
At the home site it was evident that all the 
adjacent historic, wood-frame homes were 
destroyed and only concrete, masonry or steel 
structures survived the fury. After a brief 
time collecting what few items were visible 
in the debris, the group left the site to spend 
the night at Br. Ward's. The next day, Br. 
Costelli established contact with business 
clients, associates and insurance personnel. 
The group departed Gulfport for a return to 
Guntersville. Br. Michael stayed with his 
family at the Mosley' s until the second week 
of September when he returned to work and 
reestablish his engineering business. There 
was much work to do in the area of structural 
damage assessments for his private and public 
clients. After staying an additional week and 
a half, Br. Costelli returned to Guntersville 
to bring his family back to the coast having 
received a "loaner" home—three bedroom, 
two bath—from an architectural client/ 
friend. While many displaced persons are 
still living with family, friends, or even in 
tents, our heavenly Father provided what, 
by comparison, is luxurious. 

Their "loaner" home had power when they 
arrived but a week later the power company 
inexplicably turned it off. All the schools 
were shut down for a minimum of one and 
one-half months and some are still closed. 
Many people have moved away and not 
returned and others have enrolled their chil-
dren elsewhere for the year. The Costelli's 
youngest daughter Madeline, age thirteen, 
started back to school on October 8. Public 
education will suffer serious cutbacks as the 
tax rolls have been drastically reduced. 

The coast is a mess. It no longer retains 
the same beautiful coastline, as most of the  

old wood frame houses-100-150 years old—
were destroyed. The mansions are gone along 
the beach and the coast looks as though a 
bomb had landed and destroyed most every- 

Sr.Lauren, Madeline, Sr. Lezlie and Br. Michael 

thing. Even the trees are not returning to life 
quickly. Highway 90 has been closed until 
recently and traffic is all on northern roads 
and is highly congested. Unemployment 
is at 24 percent, which matches depression 
era statistics. 

During the weeks following the storm, 
the Costellis were the recipient of prayers, 
hospitality and gifts from the brethren. It 
was a great comfort to them to know of the 
power of prayer and reassuring evidence of 
love in action. The Costellis want to express 
their gratitude to our heavenly Father and to 
the brethren for their labors of love. 

Br. Costelli resumed Bible meetings with 
Br. Ward immediately upon return to the 
Coast. Bible study meetings also resumed at Br. 
Maynard' shome with the New Orleans brethren 
two months after the storm. The first meeting 
was a warm, spirit-filled reunion with many 
who have been similarly afflicted. A general 
testimony meeting was conducted at which all 
expressed their gratitude to the heavenly Father 
for his care during and after the storm. 

Other brethren in Mississippi include the 
Br. Mark and Sr. Suzanne Tribble family, the 
Br. Arthur and Sr. Tamara Parker family—
both in Starkville—and Sr. Barbara (Muffin) 
McLaughlin, husband James and family, of 
Waynesboro. Meetings in Waynesboro also 
resumed two months after the storm having 
persevered through tree damage and power 
outages but maintaining their homes. ❑ 
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Brethren singing for the glory of God 

An Echo From the Carpathian Mountains 
11 

The participation of Romanian brethren 
in the first convention of ex-communist 
East European countries was September 
17 and 18. We rejoice with them in their 
opportunity. Ed. 

Love lead to the beautiful thought to 
organize a convention in Mukachevo for the 
East European brethren. Mukachevo is a 
small town in Ukraine, situated 80 kilometers 
from Halmeu—the border between Romania 
and Ukraine—once part of the Hapsburg 
Empire. 

The class of thirteen brethren 
from Mukachevo, in collaboration 
with the brethren from Ukraine 
and Poland, invited 70 brethren 
from each East European country: 
Poland, Ukraine, Moldova and 
Romania. 

The Romanian brethren re-
joiced because during the com-
munist period they did not know 
of other brethren who had the 
"faith...once delivered unto the 
saints," more particularly that 
brethren were so close and living 
in the same conditions. 

The Romanian brethren were 
the only ones who needed a visa to 
participate, which proved trying. 
The Ukrainian Consul from Suceava—a 
town in northern Romania—advised that the 
only visa available for a group of Romanians 
would need to be for cultural purposes. 
Namely, for the visiting of monasteries in 
the area and that no religious propaganda 
was permitted. The brethren considered 
that the purpose of the visit was not the one 
officially being contemplated and asked a 
brother from Ukraine the best purpose to 
state. He advised the Romania friends to state 
their purpose as a journey to visit brethren 
who have the same faith. 

The brethren went to the Consul with 
papers containing the information from the 
passports of all the brethren. When shown 
the papers they were categorically told 
to fill in the purpose as "cultural"— visit 
the monasteries and do not make religious 
propaganda. There was nothing they could 
do so they accepted that the Lord must have 
wanted it this way. Receiving their collective 
visa the same day they rejoiced. 

Another snag encountered was transporta-
tion. In searching for a company it was dis-
covered that the international transport com-
panies do not generally work with Ukraine 
because the distance is short—drivers need 
a visa—and until recently the public roads 
were not safe. Providentially, a few days prior 
to departure a company was contracted and 
visas were obtained for the drivers. 

Departure day, the brethren from Cluj 
and the surrounding areas met at 10:30 a.m. 

desirous of picking up the others along the 
way. Unfortunately the radiator was not 
working which resulted in a stressful day. 
The brethren well remembered in 1992 when 
brethren, traveling to France to participate 
in the International Convention, were denied 
entry to Germany because their bus did not 
meet the right conditions. Fortunately, the 
bus was repaired—with the work ending 
at 7:00 p.m.—while the brethren waited eight 
hours patiently seated on the train station's 
benches. 

At midnight 60 brethren—some having 
waited five hours in the street not knowing 
of the radiator problems—reached the bor-
der point at Halmeu and realized there was 
no longer danger on the public roads and 
the locals were speaking Hungarian. They 
reached the Latoritza hotel at 5:00 a.m. a 
very happy group. Much like the Jews when 
they reached "Elim, were twelve fountains of 
water, and threescore and ten palm trees; ..." 
(Numbers 33:9) Here the brethren from 

Ukraine, Poland and Moldova waited with 
meal tickets and rooms. 

The Ukrainian brethren worked on the 
organization of the convention and arrived 
in Mukachevo two days early to complete 
the final arrangements. The meeting hall 
held about 320 and was nicely arranged with 
translation booths for each to listen in their 
own language. A large placard was displayed 
with the text. "Thy Kingdom come..." along 
with a Chart of the Ages, the Cross-Crown 

emblem and many flowers. 
After breakfast and greetings, a 

spiritual feast began at 10:00 a.m. 
with the meeting led by Br. Zabuj 
Osip. Br. Lendel Mihail of Ukraine 
had the opening remarks, followed 
by Br. Dowhan Ewgen of Ukraine 
speaking on "The Kingdom of 
God," Br. Stan Joan of Romania 
on "The Fire of God," Br. Iachim 
Constantin of Moldova, "The Re-
demption" and Br. Kuc Stanislaw 
of Poland with a discourse entitled 
"Who Sows for the Spirit." 

At the testimony meeting lead 
by Br. Symczuk the Romanians 
expressed their joy and gratitude for 
the occasion, which God provided, 
wishing that the convention could 

be repeated in the future. 
After dinner was a vesper service dur-

ing which each country read Bible verses 
and sang for the glory of God. The service 
lasted two and one half hours ending at 
11:00 p.m. 

On the second day, Br. Marciuk Vasile 
of Ukraine, started the feast at 9:00 a.m. 
with a discourse by Br. Signovski Tomas 
of Poland on "Holy Brothers Partakers of 
the Heavenly Call," followed by Br. Galis 
Joan of Romania on "The Work of the holy 
Spirit" and Br. Neagu Viorel from Moldova 
on "Becoming like Christ." The day ended 
with a closing discourse by Br. Michail 
Pojdin to thank the heavenly Father for his 
help in making the convention possible and 
for all who contributed. The brethren well 
considered that this opportunity came only 
"because all things are possible with God." 
They greatly appreciated the spiritual depth of 
the discourses and have decided to print them 
in Romanian for the brethren to read. ❑ 

Afflicted From page 2 
weeks she was moved to a convalescent center where she received 
therapy to be able to walk again (with a walker). Finally, October 
30 she returned home. The many adjustments at home are just the 
beginning of a 6-month to one-year long recovery period. Sr. Donna 
and her husband Br. Bill have had their faith strengthened through 
this experience. The interest of the brethren by e-mail, phone calls, 
cards and prayers has been overwhelming. They wish to thank all 

the brethren for their love. "The eternal God [is thy] refuge, and 
underneath are the everlasting arms..." Deut. 33:27 

■ Sr. Krys Polakowski (1595 Leila Ave., Winnipeg, MB R2P 2X7) 
had surgery for cancer May 26. Treatment necessitated removal of 
all her lymph nodes and six months of radiation and chemotherapy. 
Consecrated eight years, Sr. Krys is thankful for the Lord's overrul-
ing and content to leave her interests in her Heavenly Father's hands. 

See Afflicted page 15 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"For we are labourers together with God..." I Corinthians 3:9 

Secretary Changes: 
Connellsville Bible Students 
Jennifer Cramer 
370 Millet Lane 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
Phone: (412) 653-9681 
E-mail: Brent.Jennifer@verizon.net  

Bible Students Congregation of 
New Brunswick 
Merrily Wesolowski 
56 Willow Avenue 
Iselin, NJ 08830-1524 
Phone: (732) 452-9519 

"Hebrews Notes" Now Available 
The New Albany-Louisville Ecclesia has 
printed The Hebrews Notes, a book com-
piled of the classes notes on Hebrews from 
their studies. The cost is $6.50 plus shipping. 
Also available are large Spanish "Chart of 
the Ages," for $13.00. Both can be ordered 
through post by writing: NALBS, P.O. 
Box 197, New Albany, IN 47151-0197 or 
e-mail: nabible  @ att.net  

New Topical Index Published 
The New Brunswick class is pleased to an-
nounce the publication of a unique aid to 
Bible study. The Topical Index for Studies 
in the Scriptures and Other Helps, which 
contains nine different aids to Bible studies 
covering 393 pages, similar in style and 
scope to the Topical Index to the Reprints. 
Br. Russell quoted completely or in part 
many scriptures without giving the citations 
in the Volumes; one chapter of the new in-
dex gives the citations to all the scriptures 
quoted but not cited. Another chapter is an 
index of pertinent Reprints articles that par-
allel the subject matter contained in the 1916 
Forewords of Volume Six. Also, included 
are indexes of Biblical names, non-Biblical 
names, places, dates and Greek and Hebrew 
words. It is a convenient thin book printed 
on Bible paper. Orders may be sent to: Bible 
Students Congregation of New Brunswick, 
P.O. Box 144, Edison, NJ 08818-0144. 

Orders for one copy should include a 
check for $6.00 ($4.50 plus $1.50 postage). 
Orders for multiple copies will be sent an 
invoice after shipment which will include 
the cost of postage. 

Books of Remembrance 

Are once again offered for 2006. To re-
ceive your free booklets please state the 
desired version: The small pocket or the 
larger one-half page (or both) and send your 
size request to: Ed Grabner, 598 Bureau 
Street, Mahomet, IL 61853-9426 or e-mail, 
egrabner@ mchsi.com  

New Post Office Box: 

The Chicago Bible Students closed PO Box 
6016 December 31. Anything received at a 
closed PO Box will not be forwarded, but 
will be discarded. Also, any Ecclesia that 
has old literature with PO Box 6016 printed 
on it, should discard this literature or update 
the address on each piece. Please check all 
tracts, booklets and book republishing mate-
rial to ensure the PO Box is the current and 
correct one, PO Box 661335, Chicago, IL 
60666-1335. 

"He hath made every [thing] beautiful 
in his time: also he hath set the world 

in their heart..." Ecclesiastes 3:11 

Harvest News 
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorift your Father which is in heaven." Matthew 5:16 

"Christian Questions" 
Overruled and 

Growing 
After broadcasting over seven years, the 
"Christian Questions" radio program was 
cancelled, but, by the Lord's providence, 
it is now heard on a stronger station, 
WXLM, covering an area five times great-
er, reaching one-third of Connecticut and 
most of Rhode Island. The web page 
www.christianquestions.net  is back in opera-
tion with 60 programs archived. Also, they are 
now scheduled on the "Gospel of the Kingdom" 
Internet radio—a new avenue of witnessing—
that has Bible Students content 24 hours a 
day. The address is: http://www.live365.com/ 
stations/gospel_kingdom?play&site=live365 

New programs in connection with the 
Harvest message are: "What Will Happen 
on the Day of Judgment," "Did You Ever 
Talk to an Angel?" and "Do Religion and 
Government Mix?" Specific programs are 
available on CD or tape by writing: Christian 
Questions, PO Box 1837, New London, 
CT 06320. 

Harvest Efforts in Michigan 
The Associated Bible Students of Met-
ropolitan Detroit sponsored two fair 
booths and were active participants in 
several other events over the summer. 
The Warren Fair, a six-day event, handed 
out 95 Divine Plan of the Ages plus a 
variety of tracts, booklets, one Studies 
in the Scriptures seven-in-on and placed 
95 new names on the mailing list. Also, 
given away to a blessed fair partaker were 
a Bible and a concordance. 

The Royal Oak Garage Sale, a two-
day event and the Ecclesia's first time 
to have a booth was held in a parking 
garage structure. A booth area the size 
of a parking space was rented. Twenty-
five Divine Plan of the Ages along with 
numerous tracts and booklets were placed 
while receiving 25 names. The Ann Arbor 
Fair followed, which the Ecclesia has been 
doing for a number of years. The theme of 
the booth was "How to Study the Bible," 
with 91 How to Study the Bible booklets 
being given out. Eleven brethren served 
the five-day event. A number of people 

Garage Sale at Royal Oak, Michigan 
Left to Right: Taisia Jambor, Br Norman 

and Sr. Linda Pedlar and Sr. Suzanne Bauch 

seemed quite interested in Israel and one 
man came to the study meeting—the result 
of a personal witness. 

The Michigan State Fair was last but not 
least. The Metropolitan brethren were able to 
help the Detroit and Oakland County eccle-
sias who regularly have booths at this eventful 
fair. The summer was filled with wonderful 
privileges too numerous to count. ❑ 

I Memorial  Supper: Tuesday, April 11, 2006 —After six o'clock I 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you." Romans 8:9 

Immersions 2005 
At Altoona, FL April 9 
Sr. Valerie Vance of 
Jacksonville, FL, former 
Jehovah's Witness whose 
initial contact with the brethren 
was through the Internet. 

At Huntsville, AL 
October 1 
Sr. Renee Blanks, 
Huntsville Ecclesia, 
heard the Truth from 
Sr. Sonya Morris. 
Sr.Renee previously 
attended the United 
Methodist Church. 

Br. Leonard Okenesi 
Br. Ezekiel Ndukwu 
Br. Tobias Odigwe 
Sr. Benardeth Uzor 
Sr. Janneth Odini 
Sr. Euginia Nwakaji 
Sr. Grace Odini 
Br. Isaac Ihejirika 
Sr. Comfort Eluma 
Sr. Lowreta Eluma 
Br. Grace Bassey 
Sr. Aniete Grace Bassey 
Br. Francis Edet 
Br. Godwin Adiele 
Br. Chuks A.Jacob 
Br. Peter Udochi Eke 
Br. Maurice Uzor 
Br. Nicholas Agu 
Br. Celestine Njamanze 
Sr. Roseline Obire 

Sr. Valerie 

Sr. Renee with Br. Paul Mali 

Sr. Elizabeth and her immerser 
Br. John Baker 

At Chicago, IL October 30 
Br. Jack Whittaker, Chicago Ecclesia, husband of Sr. Donna. 
Br. Bob Giovannoni, Chicago Ecclesia, introduced to the Bible 
Students at the 2001 Printer's Row Book Fair where the Ecclesia 
had a booth—previously studied with the Jehovah's Witnesses. 

Brethren immersed at Kotagiri, India 

At Ft. Worth, TX November 11 
Br. Jeff Seagren, from Iowa, formerly a Je-
hovah' s Witness from Columbus, Ohio found 
the Bible Students through the Internet. 

Near Chennai, India November 12 
Br. Devaraj 
Br. Siva Kumar 

Both brothers are from Hindu backgrounds, brought in contact with the 
Truth by Br. Devakkannu and studied with Br. Kumar for a year. 

At Nigerian General 
Convention August 17-21 
Forty-five brethren symbolized 
their consecrations, including 
some who were once pastors 
and evangelists in their former 
churches. 

Br. Albert Enwereji 
Br. Jayeola Alabi 
Br. Godswill Egbu 
Br. John Enwereji 
Br. Isaac Enwereji 
Br. Marcel Okojie 
Br. Oghenekevwe Ojakovo 
Br. Samuel Obayagbona 
Br. Daniel Obayagbona 
Br. Augustine Odiete 
Br. Francis Odiete 
Br. Bright Eke 
Br. Isaac Onyolu 
Sr. Hannah Enwereji 
Sr. Risicat Alabi 
Sr. Faith Egbu 
Sr. Comfort Oladipo 
Sr. Rebecca Obayagbona 
Sr. Elizabeth Obayagbona 
Sr. Charity Ojakovo 
Sr. Flora Osinaike 
Sr. Funmi Odupitan 
Br. Odupitan Olufumilayo 
Br. David Obire 
Br. Believe Aggrey 

At Columbus, OH October 2 
Sr. Elizabeth Winske, Associated 
Bible Students of Central Ohio 
Ecclesia, daughter of Br. Ed and Sr. 
Luann, fourth generation to make a 
covenant of sacrifice. 

At Kotagiri, India 
November 4 
As a result of the public 
meeting September 25, 
26, 2004 and 53 fol-
low up lessons, three 
brothers were immersed 
forming a new Ecclesia. 
Br. Chelliah, former-
ly of the Pentecostal 
Church. 
Br. Shiva, formerly of 
the Pentecostal Church. 
Br. Sathish, formerly of 
the Church of Southern 
India (CSI Church). 

At Edmonton, Alberta December 4 
Sr. Ann Cummins, former Baptist—her husband Br. Norman 
consecrated six years ago after hearing "The Divine Plan Program." ❑ Brethren who symbolized their consecrations in Nigeria 
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World News Briefs 
■ Iranian President Ahmadinejad, next to 
a "World Without Zionism" banner, warned 
that Islam would "wipe Israel off the map" 
and that Arab governments recognizing 
Israel would "burn in the fire of the Islamic 
nation's fury." Overlooked in the speech 
was Ahmadinejad' s declaration that "a world 
without the United States" is also attainable. 
Jerusalem Post — November 4-10 

■ An Israeli company is hard at work de-
veloping a universal flu vaccine that could 
be used to avert a global health crisis. The 
potential vaccine identifies a common 
component of all viruses and is genetically 
engineering to attack this component and 
prevent any virus from infecting a person. 
Tests in mice have proven 100 percent ef-
fective against multiple flu strains. Israel 
21c — November 6 

■Al-Qaeda has built at least one terrorist 
training base in the Sinai's rough terrain and 
inaccessible peaks. After Israel's unilateral 
Gaza withdrawal, Al-Qaeda sent many ter-
rorists and weapons into Gaza from Sinai. 
Egypt has not taken action because a direct 
clash with Al-Qaeda could lead to terror 
attacks there. Nor can Egypt take massive 

military action in the demilitarized desert 
without Israeli permission—something it 
does not wish to request. Egyptian forces 
basically control the perimeter of Sinai, 
while up to half of the interior is exclusively 
Al-Qaeda-land. Arutz 7 — October 10 

■ European researchers have developed 
a robotic hand that can receive natural 
sensory input and believe a bionic hand 
could be implanted on human arms in two 
years. Danish researchers are at work on 
the world's first shape-shifting robot which 
can transform itself in relief efforts to crawl 
over debris, snake through a hole and form 
a column to hold up a collapsed building 
to protect a survivor. Associated Press 
— December 4 

■ Birth rates among American Jews are 
plummeting because of wealth, advanced 
education, later ages for marriage and the 
prevalence of working Jewish women. With 
half of American Jews marrying Gentiles, 
fewer Jewish children are raised in the Jew-
ish faith. Many conclude that the decline of 
the American Jewish community is inevi-
table. In 2006 Israel's Jewish population is 

expected to exceed that of the Jews in the 
United States for the first time. Associated 
Press — November 5 

■ An Israeli researcher and Holocaust 
survivor won a $5.6 million grant from 
the US Government for his work toward 
developing an effective drug against a com-
mon biological agent that can be used as a 
weapon. The drug has been effect in saving 
mice from deadly toxins and is very promis-
ing as a bioterrorism countermeasure. Israel 
21c — October 2 

■General Motors, the world's largest auto-
maker since 1931, will drop 30,000 jobs and 
close eight factories amid a serious drop in 
the American auto business. Globalization 
is the cause for this job displacement despite 
a strong economy. USNWR 

■Ben Bernanke, newly appointed Federal 
Reserve Chairman, faces inflation concerns 
with September consumer prices rising fast-
er than any time since 1991. Soaring home 
prices and global trade imbalances are also 
on the agenda for the man now occupying 
the world's most important economic post. 
USNWR — November 7 ❑ 

Religion in the News 
■ Anglican and Catholic Church leaders 
released a study encouraging their church 
members to regard Mary as a figure of 
devotion. Some Protestant churches have 
begun offering studies that focus on the vir-
gin Mary as a model for Christian women. 
Knight Ridder — November 27 

■ The growth of charismatic, Pentecostal 
and evangelical Christian groups is challeng-
ing the World Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church to find new ways 
to work with such movements, a top WCC 
official has said. "The WCC and the Roman 
Catholic Church should assume the particular 
responsibility of bringing the various expres-
sions of Christianity together within a global 
forum." ENI — November 17 

■A private conversation between President 
Bush and Palestinian leaders has stirred 
controversy with the assertion that the 
President claimed God told him to invade 
Afghanistan and Iraq and to "get the Pal-
estinians their state." The White House 
says his words were misinterpreted. 
Washington Post — October 9 

■Sixty four percent of Americans believe 
religion is under attack in the United States, 

while 53 percent believe it is losing influ-
ence. The Anti-Defamation League con-
ducted the study in the light of divisions over 
church-state separation in the United States. 
CNS — December 4 

■ The Vatican's Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith is about to issue a new 
Catholic catechism that eliminates limbo, 
which in current Catholic doctrine is the 
eternal destiny for souls of unbaptized and 
aborted infants, as well as for righteous He-
brews who lived before Christ. Cox News 
—December 2 

■According to a recent survey, one in three 
Scotch clergy continue to believe in the lit-
eral existence of hell. More than half believe 
in a Judgment Day when mankind will be 
divided into the saved and the damned. A 
Catholic spokesman affirmed the existence 
of hell "as eternal separation from God," 
and stated "the Catholic Church has never 
formally defined who, if anyone, is in hell." 
Scotsman — December 4 

■Many Christians and others are following 
the Rapture Index on-line, which attempts 
to gauge how close man is to the moment 
of Christ's return. The index uses the fre-
quency of natural and man-made disasters to 

determine how close the "rapture" is. Many 
Americans worry that man now lives in the 
end times. Newsday — October 23 

■Jews remained by far the greatest target 
of religious-based hate crimes in the United 
States in 2004, according to a recently-re-
leased report by the FBI which recorded 
1374 hate crimes during the year, with 954 
directed at Jews. ENI — November 18 

■ A Russian Orthodox bishop appealed 
for a Catholic-Orthodox alliance to com-
bat secularism, liberalism and relativism. 
"Europe has so rapidly de-Christianized 
that urgent action is needed to save it from 
losing its centuries-old Christian identity," 
said Bishop Hilarion, the Russian church's 
representative to the European Union. ENI 
— September 22 

■ Canada's churches are suffering such a 
serious decline in membership that some de-
nominations may disappear, a recent report 
shows. Between 1961 and 2001, Anglican 
numbers plunged from 1.36 million to 642 
000. The Anglican church is losing 13,000 
members each year and, at this rate, "is 
facing extinction by the middle of this 
century." ENI — December 6 ❑ 
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Conventions 
"Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD." I Chronicles 16:10 

2006 
	

Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA 
98012. Phone: (425) 742-4439. E-mail: pa1m2520@earthlink.net  

February 18,19 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio Annual Topical. Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel, 2124 
S. Hamilton Rd., Columbus, OH 43232. Topic: The Great Pyramid-
God's Stone Witness. Six speakers. Contact class Assistant Sec-
retary: Elneta MacAlister, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. 
Phone: (614) 261-1814. E-mail: elalister@yahoo.com  

March 24 -26 Bothell, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students. 
Annual. Bastyr University, Willow Room, 14500 Juanita Drive NE, 
Bothell, WA 98011. Five speakers. For accommodations contact: 
Irena Gawronski, Phone: (425) 742-5001. 

April 1, 2 New Albany, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students. Pre-
Memorial. Church of the Resurrection Banquet Facility, 6300 E. 
Dublin Granville Rd., New Albany, OH 43054. Four speakers. 
For accommodations contact: Todd Alexander, 5463 Eaglesnest 
Dr., Westerville, OH 43081. Phone: (614) 519-8282. E-mail: 
toddnalex@aol.com  

April 8, 9 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake City 
Ecclesia Annual Pre-Memorial. Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden 
Rd., Wilmington, DE 19803. For information contact the Secretary: 
Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. 
Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail: tlarm1874@earthlink.net  

May 6, 7 East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students 
Annual. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main Street, East 
Hartford, CT 06108. For information contact: Janice Slivinsky, 
42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. 
E-mail: djslivinsky@sbcglobal.net  

May 6, 7 Southfield, Michigan. Associated Bible Students 
of Metropolitan Detroit. New Location. Southfield Hotel and 
Convention Center, 17017 Nine Mile Rd., Southfield, MI. Five 
speakers. Saturday evening public witness: "Israel Fulfilling Bible 
Prophecy-God's Peace Plan for the Middle East." For information 
contact: Norman Pedlar. Phone: (586) 759-3459. 

May 27, 28 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students. Clar- 
ion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176th Street, Seattle, WA 98188, 
Phone: ( 206) 242-0200. Four speakers. Topic Study. Contact the 

June 3, 4 Morris, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students Annual. 
Saturday location in Morris, CT. Sunday location at Litchfield Fire 
House Hall, Route 202, Litchfield, CT 06759. Four speakers. Con-
tact the Secretary: Harriet Tsimonis, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 
06721-1494. Phone: (860) 567-0109. E-mail• timonis@aol.com  

June 10, 11 Franklin, Indiana. Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope, 
IN. Holiday Lane Banquet Room, 165 and St. Rt. 44 (exit 90), 
Franklin, IN 46131. Five speakers. Contact the Secretary: Sandy 
Chastain, 4688 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 
378-9757. E-mail: shastain@tls.net  

June 23 - 25 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scot-
tish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE., Salem, OR 97302. 
Contact: Joy Blackman, 3181 Inland Drive S., Salem, OR 97302. 
Phone: (503) 362-0622. E-mail: joybl  @comcast.net  

July 1 -3 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of 
New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickinson University, Dreyfus 
Building, 285 Madison Ave., Madison, NJ. Contact Secretary: Sr. 
Merrily Wesolowski, 56 Willow Avenue, Iselin, NJ 08830-1524. 
Phone: (732) 452-9519. 

July 15, 16 Urbana, Illinois. Mahomet Bible Students Annual. 
Eastland Suites Hotel and Conference Center, 1907 N. Cunningham 
Ave., Urbana, IL 61802. Four speakers. Contact: Karen Wildblood, 
1000 Center St., Mahomet, IL 61853. Phone: (217) 840-6174. E-
mail• kwildblood@mchsi.com  

July 19-23 North Manchester, Indiana. Indiana-Ohio Bible Stu-
dents Ecclesias'. New Location. Manchester College, 604 East College 
Avenue, North Manchester, IN 46962. Contact: New Albany-Louis-
ville Bible Students, Attn: Sarah Easton, P.O. Box 197, New Albany, 
IN 47151. Phone: (812) 945-5526. E-mail: s.l.easton@att.net  

August 5, 6 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Winnipeg Bible 
Students Annual. Northwood Community Centre, 1415 Burrows 
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Contact the convention 
committee chairman: Barry Kuly. Phone: (204) 757-9166. E-mail: 
thekuly@shaw.ca  ❑ 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began 
in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Afflicted From page 2 
With no living siblings or parents, through the Lord's provision, her 
Truth family, especially Sr. Jean Hrechuk, has been by her side. Sr. 
Krys is grateful that with returning strength she can attend meetings 
again and have time for personal study. 

■ Sr. Mary Ellen Batchler (19509 Sunset Strip, Altoona, FL 
32702, e-mail: marjac101@webtv.net)  is saddened by the death of 
her husband Jack, age 76, on November 3 from pulmonary fibrosis. 
Thankful for the eight wonderful years they had together she and 
Jack enjoyed studying the Volumes together, attending the Orlando 
Florida Ecclesia and conventions all over the country. Two weeks 

before his final hospitalization they attended the Huntsville Con-
vention. She remarked that this experience has made her love for 
the brethren grow deeper through all the help she has received. Her 
faith has increased as many prayers have been answered. The cards 
and e-mails received from the brethren have been overwhelming 
and much appreciated. 

■ Sr. Regine Keetman (See Entered into Rest) is saddened by the 
death of both her parents in the last eight months. She is overwhelmed 
by the response of the brethren who heard of her mother's death and 
wishes to thank the brethren for their loving sentiments. The love of 
the brethren has helped her through this difficult time. ❑ 
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Entered Into Rest From page 9 
two-hour funeral witness to the more than 200 in attendance. 

Sr. Janine Zbik of the Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan 
Detroit finished her earthly course December 29. Additional 
information next issue. 

Sr. Vassilia (Pat) Polychronis, age 80, of the Hampton, NH Ecclesia 
died December 29. Additional information next issue. ❑ 

Deadline for Spring Issue, March 1, 2006 

Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, 
and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic informa-
tion for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. Please 
refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of convention 
listings for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, 
as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net  
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17, Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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