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What Is Happening In Israel?
As forced evacuations take place in Israel
the Newsletter's request for an update was
generously supplied by Br. Ken Rawson as
follows. Ed.

References are made to the so-called "West
Bank." The name "West Bank" is an Arab
name. Biblically the land is called Samaria
and Judea but most are familiar with the term
"West Bank," as it is utilized herein.
In Biblical times the "West Bank" and
Gaza Strip were part of Israel.
In 1921 the League of Nations gave Great
Britain the Mandate to prepare the land—
east of the Mediterranean Sea to the River
Jordan, plus the territory east of the Jordan
River now occupied by the nation called
Jordan—for a Jewish State.
Then in 1922 it isolated the land east of
the Jordan River and made it into the Arab
Emirate of Transjordan. This was three
quarters of the land promised for a Jewish
State in 1921.
In 1947 the United Nations divided about
one half of the remaining quarter of land for
a Jewish State. This gave the so-called "West
Bank" and the Gaza Strip to the Arabs.
In the 1948 War of Independence, Israel
gained all of the land between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River, except for Gaza
and the "West Bank " Occupying the west and
east banks of the Jordan River, the nation of
Transjordan was now called Jordan.

In the Six Day War of 1967,
Israel regained the Gaza Strip,
the "West Bank" the Golan
Heights and the Sinai. Later
Prime Minister Begin returned
the Sinai to Egypt. Then
Jewish settlements under the
leadership of Sharon began to
spring up in the "West Bank"
and Gaza.
Under world pressure, in
1992 Israel agreed to negotiate
giving up at least some or all of
the "West Bank" and Gaza for a
Palestinian Entity—not necessarily a Palestinian State. Of
course, this presented a problem
since there were by this time
many Jewish settlements in the
"West Bank" and Gaza.
In the Oslo Peace Process
from 1992 to 2001 Israel gave
about 43 percent of the "West
Bank" and most of Gaza to
the Palestinians. In doing so,
no Jewish settlements were
surrendered. Yet, 98 percent
of the Palestinians in the
"West Bank" were now living
in Palestinian territory under
Palestinian rule.
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The Current Situation
Greetings in the Lord
We watch with great interest developments
concerning the land God has promised to his
chosen people of Israel. As each issue of the
Newsletter goes out, it is our prayer that the
news of the brethren and their activities will
prove a blessing to those who read it.
Reports from the brethren reflect an increasing readiness to accept and profit from
the experiences the Lord permits in their
lives. As the brethren labor in traveling to
encourage, provide printed material to those
in need and remember the Lord's chosen
people of Israel. We thank our God for the
spirit among his people, his watchcare and
providence and the moral support we receive.
May the Lord bless each one richly.

(

For a combination of political and economical advantages and a possible ploy to
escape indictment for financial fraud, Prime
Minister Sharon devised the disengagement
of all Jews from Gaza and four settlements
in northern Samaria.
Whether any more of the "West Bank" is
given up depends on the results of the next
election to be held in six to twelve months. If
a member of the Labor Party becomes Prime
Minister, he will probably give all the "West
Bank" for a Palestinian State. If Sharon remains Prime Minister, he would give a total
of 75-85 percent of the "West Bank" for a
Palestinian State (the Palestinians already have
43 percent). Sharon would retain large settlement blocks populated by about 200,000 Jewish settlers with room for expanded building
and increased populations of Jewish settlers.
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He will also close down small settlements,
disengaging about 50,000 settlers who could
then move to the large settlement blocks. He
says this is entirely conditional to all terrorism
discontinuing and the terrorist organizations
being completely disarmed.
If Netanyahu becomes Prime Minister,
he would also give away land but probably
not as much as Sharon. However, he is unpredictable. Sharon, Netanyahu and some
Labor leaders are determined to expand
Jerusalem to include Maale Adumim—the
largest settlement on the "West Bank." Of
course, all of this depends on how much Israel
can withstand pressure from world leaders.
Religious Zionists
All of the foregoing could have been modified and still can be modified, according to the
faith of the Religious Zionists (modern Orthodox Jews) both in Israel and worldwide.
See Israel page 11
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Entered Into Rest
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith:"

II Timothy 4:7

Man of Words, Now Silent
Br. Eugene Burns, an elder of the Northwest and South Bend,
Indiana Bible Students finished his earthly walk July 14 at the age
of 79. In his later years he lived with
cancer and diabetes. The effects of a
stroke two and a half years ago left
him with a limited ability to walk
and the use of his right side. With
the loving assistance of his wife
Sr. Ruth and son Ben he continued
to travel, lead studies and deliver
discourses from a wheelchair with
strength of voice and conviction. A
week before his death he led a study,
in "Thy Kingdom Come" on Daniel
7. He lived what he often expressed,
"The Truth is everything to live for
and everything to die for."
Raised in a Truth home his lifelong
love of God's Word was evident when as a teenager he read through
the Bible twice. However, he did not gain a depth of understanding until encouraged by a family member to read the Studies in the
Scriptures. Soon after being immersed in 1943 he went to the Dawn
where he served full time as a typesetter for eleven years. During
that time he was a member of the Brooklyn Ecclesia. As tract captain
he inspired the distribution of 80,000 tracts in two-week periods for
public meetings where as many as 400 public attended.
Under the auspices of the Brooklyn Ecclesia he played an active
role in the late 40s and early 50s in the formation and support of
a Friday night class in New Brunswick, New Jersey. In 1954 the
Brooklyn elders recommended that Brs. Eugene and Ken Rawson
become full time members of the New Brunswick Ecclesia to enable
it to function as an autonomous ecclesia.
Thirty seven years later he assisted in another extension work. Br.
Eugene and other elders in the Northwest Indiana Ecclesia became
involved with reviving weekly meetings in South Bend, Indiana.
After seeing the "Divine Plan Program" on TV, aged children of
the consecrated remembered meetings in their youth and desired

its influence and message in their lives again.
One of Br. Eugene's greatest joys occurred during the 1970s
when the New Brunswick Ecclesia undertook the typesetting and
printing of the six Volumes and the Tabernacle Shadows of Better Sacrifices that contained Br. Russell's final editing. Br. Gene
organized proofreading teams around the country to handle the
massive project.
Returning, in 1979, to his family roots in Indiana he had more
opportunities to discourse at conventions across the country. He
was an artist with words and painted with such detail that stories
came to life. Biblical accounts would jump out from the shadows
of time where the audience experienced the pathos of the moment.
He was able to take the broad issues, philosophies and teachings of
the world and show where they contradicted the counsel of God's
holy Word. He painted it in terms of God's thoughts versus Satan's
thoughts—good versus evil. His clever little sayings, accompanied
by a chuckle, would make us laugh at human nature and ourselves.
Many will miss his depth of study of the Harvest Message, broad
knowledge, retention of details, ease of expression, humility and
gentleness.
As a response to the Left Behind series Br. Eugene was prompted
to fulfill a dream—writing a series of five novels about the earthly
resurrection. He completed the series before his first stroke but
persevered with editing, using one hand at the keyboard. He saw
the fruits of his labors when the first book was published two weeks
before his death.
Though silent, his words are yet with us though the large collection
of recorded discourses, printed pages, booklets and web pages.
His passing leaves a void in his earthly and spiritual families.
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Sr. Ruth (742 S. 400 W.,
Hebron, IN 46341); two sons: Taze and Benjamin; a brother: Br.
Alfred (761 S. 375 W., Hebron, IN 46341); a sister: Sr. Helene
Rapport (1707 N.E. 14t h St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33304) and many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by two sisters: Sr.
Sue Bednarz and Sr. Pat Larson and one brother: Br. Frank. Br.
Alfred Burns gave a Truth message to 125 present on July 15 and
Br. Ric Cunningham spoke to 75 at the graveside the next day.

■ Br. Jean Wozniak, age 60, an elder of the Bollwiller, Alsace,
France Ecclesia entered into rest August 14 less than a month after
surgery for stomach cancer. He learned the Truth from his parents
Br. Francois and Sr. Helene who set an example of service in Europe
and traveled to America. In poor health since childhood, he survived a severe car accident and had his first experience with cancer
as a teenager. In later years doctors advised him not to travel. He
shared the Apostle Paul's conviction as none of these things moved
him, neither counted he his life dear unto himself. (Acts 20:24)
Undeterred he used his strength to serve the brethren—particularly
in Poland, Romania, Ukraine and Moldova. He assisted both physically and spiritually making repeated visits to the area. He advocated
the needs of the Eastern European brethren when funds were needed
to support their local activities or to secure their attendance at the
International Convention. He knew both French and Polish and
translated articles and discourses. Deeply attached to the Harvest
Message, he warmly and lovingly defended and advocated Present
Truth. In his activities he strove to be a peacemaker in personal and
ecclesia matters. Worldly people also admired his wise counsel.

His attitude of total acquiescence to the Lord's will in the last days
of his life left a lasting testimony that has helped those remaining
to accept his abrupt departure.
Br. Joseph Skarbek, a fellow elder
in the ecclesia, delivered his funeral
message August 20 to 160 family,
friends and brethren. Brethren from
France, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, Poland and Romania attended.
He is survived by his wife of 39 years
and one day, Sr. Christine (49, Rue du
Vieil Armand, 68500 Hartmannswiller, France); two sons: Philippe and Br.
Michael (e-mail: wozmic@free.fr);
one grandson: Thomas; his mother:
Sr. Helene ; one brother: Br. Daniel;
and two sisters - Janine Piaskowski
and Sr. Francoise Siwek.
See Entered Into Rest page 3
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Send thee help from the sanctuary, and stengthen thee out of Zion; " Psalms 20:2

■Br. Ben Dunajski (12536 S. Moody Ave., Palos Heights, IL
60463, e-mail: bi 1 951 @comcast.net ) had laparoscopic surgery
September 7 to remove his left kidney and
urethra because of a cancerous tumor. He
was hospitalized four days. The cancer was
caught early enough to be contained in the
removed areas. The pain associated with this
surgery was more intense than that which he
experienced with his heart surgery last year.
Br. Ben and his wife Sr. Irene continue to see
the Lord's providence, as they desire to learn
the necessary lessons. They appreciate the loving expressions and
prayers of the brethren.
■Sr. Marguerite Kamarunas and her daughter Sr. Shar Brewster
are saddened by the loss of husband and father, Br. Frank [See Entered
Into Rest]. Sr. Marguerite has no one else to study with but sees the
Lord's watchcare over her through the generosity of friends. She is
thankful for the opportunity to witness about the Resurrection to a
Hospice care worker within the hour preceding Br. Frank's death. The
woman graciously thanked Sr. Marguerite for the comfort as her own
son had committed suicide. Sr. Marguerite and Sr. Shar would appreciate a continued interest in the prayers of the brethren. "He knoweth
our frame; he remembereth that we are dust." Psalms 103:14
■Br. Steve Mengos, Sr. (16906 East Britt Ct., Fountain Hills,
AZ 85268, e-mail. samengos @yahoo.com ) was hospitalized June
8 when an outpatient procedure to remove a cancerous tumor on his
tongue went awry. The surgeon accidentally punctured his esophagus with an endoscope used to search for possible tumors in his
throat. Doctors repaired his damaged esophagus during emergency
surgery. A month later, he was again hospitalized because the incision to repair his esophagus was infected. During the recuperation
Br. Steve received his nourishment through a feeding tube, which
was removed after eight weeks. He is thankful for the Lord's overruling and to be improving enough to attend meetings. Br. Steve and
his wife Sr. Betty greatly appreciated the e-mail messages, prayers
and outpouring of love from the brethren.
■Sr. Nita Lamb and family is saddened by the death of her husband
Br. Jack (see Entered into Rest) but wanted to express their grateful
appreciation for the love and prayers of the brethren through their
illnesses. The Lord has carried them through this experience by the
brethren's thoughtfulness. It is an unspeakable strength to know
their names are being spoken before the Lord. "... The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." James 5:16
Entered Into Rest from page 2
■Br. Floyd L. Carlson, age 96 of the Phoenix Bible Students died
May 12. He learned the Truth from his wife Sr. Helen and was immersed in 1940 at a Detroit, Michigan convention. She preceded
him in death in 1993. Br. Floyd is survived by his wife Sr. June
Saille-Carlson; two daughters: Sr. Joyce Staebell (623 E. 6th Place,
Mesa, AZ 85203) and Marcia Carlson; one son: Reuben; seven
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren. Br. Kent Humphreys
conducted his funeral service May 17 for the 40 in attendance.

■Sr. Freda Tiemeyer, at age 91 of the Seal Beach, California
Ecclesia died from cancer August 21 after being in a health care
facility since March. Her husband Br. Henry died July 5, 2004. Two
daughters, Sr. Esther Rice and Sr. Maxine Carnegie predeceased

■Sr. Penny Taylor (4114 Dalton Lane, Boise, ID 83704) was
hospitalized in early August for life threatening pneumonia, a blood
infection and high blood sugar. Content to leave all in the Lord's
hands she wants to learn the lessons the Lord has for her at this stage
of her life. She is thankful for the wonderful way of life the Lord
has given her. Living alone the last five years, she is able to drive
and care for most of her needs and is thankful she has a son who
lives nearby. She appreciates the loving support of the brethren in
the Boise Ecclesia.
■Br. Jozef Jakosz (ul. Kopernika 3/51, 37-300 Lezajsk, Podkarpacie, Poland) has a recurrence of skin cancer on his face and
back. During his stay in the Chicago area from 1989 to 1993 cancer
surgeries on his ear resulted in permanent hearing loss. Doctors informed him that he cannot have radiation or chemotherapy because
he has reached the lifetime limit Br. Jozef quietly accepts this as
the Lord's will. He would appreciate correspondence from any of
the brethren.
▪ Pat Swartz (P.O. Box 97, Gardendale, AL 35071, e-mail:
pswartz@bellsouth.net) was hospitalized August 28 for poor circulation in her feet—a complication of diabetes. She was so weak and
filled with pain that she has no recollection of hurricane Katrina passing through Birmingham. During her week stay, the city lost power
for a few days, the hospital operated on a backup generator.
Tests revealed an 80 percent blockage in an artery to the heart,
requiring a stent. Some of the tests could have further damaged her
partially functioning kidneys Thankfully the Lord spared her further
deterioration of her health. Her family was not notified when Sr. Pat
was moved to a new department and thought the worst. She missed
several meals when away for tests, a serious oversight for a diabetic.
Though neglected by man, Sr. Pat sees the Lord's overruling and
care for her. She prays she can learn the lessons from the Lord and
wants all done "according to his will." Doctors will attend to her
foot pain in the future.
■Br. Ron Palmgren (204 South Miller St., Wenatchee, WA 98801,
e-mail• oldron@oldron.com ) had his faith and peace of mind tested
when his wife Doni had major surgery August 4.
Her hospital stay and recovery time were without
complications. Br. Ron and Doni are thankful to
the dear brethren for their prayers, encouragement and love. Through this and other daily
cares Br. Ron diligently serves the household of
faith by maintaining the Bible Students E-mail
Message Center. Psalms 30:4,5 0

her. Br. Henry learned the Truth from Br. Edward Lorenz at a
conscientious objectors camp during WWII and gave it to his wife.
She is survived by a son David (3818 North Lomand Circle, Mesa,
AZ 85215), several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
■Br. Tim Bartholow died suddenly on July 14. He previously
studied with the Jehovah's Witnesses but believed there was more to
restitution than they taught. He possessed a Divine Plan of the Ages
since 1974 when he purchased it at a flea market but did not contact
any Bible Students until December 2004 when he searched the Internet. He was immersed at the Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio Convention in February. Further details are unavailable.
See Entered Into Rest page 10
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Our Brethren Speak
"For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."

Testimonies at Vancouver, BC, Canada May 22
Conventions on Channel Eleven
Sr. Shirley Bruce, Bible Students Retirement Center, Portland (OR)
"... Everyone from the Center sends love. Br. Michael [Brann]
especially sends love... I am thankful he is at the Center. He has
been good for us and I think we have been good for him. Last Sunday was Mother's Day. Our son and his wife came...It was good
for Br. Michael because it had been a year since Sr. Ginger died.
We brought him to this convention last year. He would have liked
to come but we have to take our time these days. We do not rush
around like we used to, so we left on Friday and will not get back
until Monday. He has a job now and cannot take much time off... It
has worked out beautifully because Br. Michael has worked things
out so many of us can turn to Channel 11 and get the meetings [in
our own private units]. Most of us would rather go to the meetings
but some are not able. Our houses are pretty filled up now but you
can always put your name on the list. Maybe you will want to come
someday. Br. David and I had no idea that we would be living where
he worked for many years building the place. We are happy there.
It will be five years this Thanksgiving. We feel that we have been
a help and the friends there have been a help to us."
Connections with the Brethren
Br. Jerry Leslie, Portland (OR) Area Bible Students
"I am glad to be with you and see you face to face. We do not know
how long these privileges will be allowed... I wanted to mention a
little bit about connections. When we speak in
fellowship, having questions across the dinner
table, it is a special connection. In these latter
days, it seems that the Lord has also added
blessings to connect us in ways that we did not
have before. As the years go by, I reflect on
how things used to be. Sr. Sharon and I leave
our computer on all day. There is a little service
called MSN Chat. We see brethren coming
in as they turn their computers on. Sometimes we have conversations. Being across the country, we do not see brethren for a year
or more... One day Br. Rafal [Niemczyk] was on. Some marvelous
things can happen when we ask him questions and he helps us. You
do not have to make a telephone call. If we are really stuck with a
[computer] problem, Br. Rafal takes over control of our computer in
Portland, runs the keyboard and fixes it. It is wonderful that we have
other ways to communicate. Through the day we may see brethren
from Europe, Moldova or Ukraine. Br. George Wilmott was in the
Ukraine not long ago and I happened to see Br. [Andriy] Lajbida
connect. I said, 'Greetings from Portland.' Suddenly he said, 'Br.
George is here with me in the room, do you have a little camera on
your computer?' I said, 'Yes.' So we turned on our cameras and
I could see Br. George in Ukraine—waving at the computer... It is
strange technology. I do not know how all of these things work but
they are blessings. The Lord brings his people from isolated areas
of the world together—even from Siberia we have had chats...We
know that some of you only have meetings over the Internet and those
are blessings also if we do not have other occasions...we should not
consider them a substitute for the real meetings...
"Recently I have been thinking that I would like to study Psalms
90. Coming here I was listening to a discourse by W.A. Baker and
low and behold, it was on Psalms 90... Some of you have never met
Br. Baker ... I went to my first Seattle convention with Br. William
and Sr. Matilda [Baker] ... His voice yet speaks though he has passed

Romans 10:10

this life. It was an answer to something that I was looking for and
he had it beautifully arranged. Well, here we are in the midstream
of our lives and I see the faces like Sr. Berna [McNee] and Sr. Ruth
[Chambers] ... These are part of our heritage. Not just genealogies
and family but our spiritual family. I feel grateful being a recipient
of the legacy of the Truth that these brethren lived and taught. It is
my hope that in some small way we can sow seeds for the twelve
and fourteen year olds that are here, that they may learn the Truth
the Lord has given us to learn."
No Class—but Three to Five Meetings a Week
Sr. Phoebe Murchie, Duncan (BC) Canada
"I am blessed with the privilege of being here and of having a daughter
and a son-in-law who bring me along... It has been two or three
years since I have been here so it is a blessing
to see the brethren's faces again. I am one
of those people who do not have a class, so
I thoroughly enjoy my computer. As long as
it sits in the corner I am connected with the
brethren. Every time I go by it I feel that my
brethren are there. I have Sunday, Monday
and Friday night meetings and Tuesdays and
Thursdays, which are in the afternoon, so
sometimes I am not able to be there. I enjoy the meetings, it is my
connection with the world and the brethren. It means everything
to me to be able to have studies. I am thankful for all the blessings
that I receive from the Lord every day. I want to strive harder to
do his will and to grow in spiritual grace and be pleasing to him."
See New Brethren.
Testimonies at Puget Sound, WA May 29
Twenty-four Different Connections On-Line
Br. Bill Zietzke, Puget Sound (WA) Ecclesia
"... I am grateful to be with brethren of like precious faith. I would like
to share a blessing that I received awhile back. I recently changed jobs,
or actually, I fmally got a job. I have worked as a contract software
engineer for a long time and that has been a fairly stressful arrangement. The Lord has seen fit to provide me with full-time employment.
It is a bit of a commute, which gives me the opportunity to listen to
tapes, which I thoroughly enjoy...In the first Volume—you know these
Volumes, they do not get old—I find new things in them and I find
new value in old things. I appreciated the passage referring to Romans
12:2 on page 198 and then again on page 203 where Br. Russell further
develops the thought. Further on, the Pastor refers to our Lord where
he mentions that he gave up all gratification, privileges and rights. I
thought also of the example of Paul and received a rich blessing... I
want to testify to the goodness of the Lord on my behalf and be found
faithful and submitting to the right things. I am grateful for the way
that the Lord has been dealing with me. I would like to share the love
of the brethren on-line-24 different connections over the space of the
convention. Some have been with us for the entire time..."
The Promises, a Magnificent Power
Sr. Gloria Nussel, North Seattle (WA) Ecclesia
"...I praise the Lord for this special convention
and the blessings that have come out of it...I
received much light, and hope I will be able to let
it shine out...This will be a great step forward in
our journey to faithfulness. I was thinking of Sr.
Christie too. The text I was given at my immer-

sion was 2 Thessalonians 1:11,12 (Diaglott). We have such great
favor. Keep the promises before you. They are power and strength
when we are powerless. When you struggle with the angel for the
blessing all night, the promises are a magnificent power to help
you overcome and put into perspective the darkness. Our character
grows by hard experiences so that we can appreciate the light and
we receive more. I pray for and think of you always. There was no
place that we wanted to be but here with the brethren. We were not
well, but were strengthened by being here. We praise the Lord for
this place of growth! We pray that we will be more faithful at the
end than we were at the beginning. God bless and keep you..."
The Old, Old Story
Sr. Agnes Siwak, Saskatchewan Bible Students
"...I am thankful to my heavenly Father for this convention and the
convention last weekend too. It is a blessing to be here and listen to the
old, old story...It is beautiful. I am thankful for
Jesus' sacrifice, help and encouragement. When
I look back and see the numerous snares and
temptations in my pathway. I see some, where
I gained victories readily and others that were
conquered with a severer struggle. Still others,
perhaps, were only partial victories...I have
learned lessons of forbearance. They proved to
me that I am still in the schooling time, in the
testing time to demonstrate my loyalty to the Lord and my worthiness,
through his merit...But patience and faith and trust are to do a refming work in our hearts, making us mellow, willing and obedient...Let
us rejoice if our trials have brought us lessons to make us stronger in
character, more firm for Truth and righteousness...This is my desire. I
want to be a faithful child... There is no other path, no other way we can
go through. I want to follow that path that I may fulfill my part and be
faithful unto death. Like it is mentioned in Revelation 3:11, 'Behold,
I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy
crown.'

I pray that each one here will fulfill theirs too..."

"Before they call, I will answer"
Sr. Kathy Beard, Puget Sound (WA) Ecclesia
"We are happy all the brethren are here. There have been many
blessings before and during this convention. I am thankful to the
Lord...I appreciated the text in 2 Timothy 1:7,
Tor God hath not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind.' I think it is appropriate that we thank
the Lord for the strength that he gives us. It is
all him When we see him working in us and
where we are weak and being made strong,
from the power of his might and the study of
his Word. He cheers us on, being our yoke
fellow as we walk this narrow way... I cannot thank him enough.
"I wanted to share a few of the Lord's overrulings in Sr. Christie's
life from a mother's point of view and how I appreciate it. It was
about four months ago that Sr. Christie was thinking about consecration. There were many beauties that arose from our conversation.
One day out of the blue, driving home from school, she said, 'Mom
I would like to study consecration.' I said, 'Well of course we
will.' We went home, studied and read for three hours... One of the
questions she had was, 'How do you know if the heavenly Father
is calling you?' Before that time, on e-mail, the Chicago brethren
had offered the Reprints. Br. Dan and I discussed it and decided to
order a set for her, just in case she would like her own someday.
So, when she asked that question, we said, 'Well your Reprints are
on their way.' We rejoice in the promise of the Lord, 'Before they
call I will answer...' (Isaiah 65:24)... He knew and was calling her
when the Reprints were on the way. They came shortly after her
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consecration—it was a rich blessing. The first Manna article for
the week after Sr. Christie's consecration was entitled, 'The New
Life In Christ.' Another special experience before her consecration
was when we helped move my grandmother Sr. Betty Uland, who
has been in the Truth for many years but has been isolated. She had
a stroke and needed to move out of her home and the family went
to help her pack. I had the job of helping her pack up her bedroom.
In one drawer, I found a box where there was a very old cross and
crown pin. It was so precious that I did not want to lose it and I set it
aside and kept worrying about it... I asked my grandmother if I could
keep it aside so it did not get packed away during the move and she
said, 'Why don't you just keep it.' I said, 'O.K., I will keep it in case
someone in the family consecrates. Then it can be something from
you.' Shortly afterwards, Sr. Christie made her consecration and we
were able to give it to her. There have been many beautiful blessings
from the Lord. We are thankful "
Testimonies at Salem, OR June 25
A Crucible to Prove
Sr. Gail Grabner, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia
"...My natural sister, Sr. Pam Davis and I came to our first Salem
Convention when we were single, which was several years ago. She
and I have a special fondness for the brethren
here, so I offer her love. I am rejoicing in
the Lord's providences in allowing us to be
here. I teach at the university in Champaign
and during the summer I have responsibilities
Monday through Friday. Since I took the job
I have not been able to come to the Salem
Convention. This year I approached a member
of the faculty and she gladly filled in for me... which was a special
providence...
"I wanted to share a special blessing that both Br. Ed and I have
been enjoying. The Lord has brought the resolution of a trial that has
continued for many years. Most of you know that I have suffered in
the past from clinical depression. That has been brought to resolution.
I have been appreciating the sentiments of Psalms 18:16-19: "He sent
from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. He delivered
me from my strong enemy, and from them, which hated me: for they
were too strong for me. They prevented me in the day of my calamity:
but the LORD was my stay. He brought me forth also into a large
place; he delivered me, because he delighted in me." For those who

have not had the experience of depression, it is a confining, lonely and
dark place... When you are in that place, the darkness is all encompassing. All you see on the horizon is darkness. Things are terrible and are
never going to get better. There is nothing you can do, no promise you
read, nothing the brethren can say to take the gloom away because it
is physically based. I have been appreciating that the Lord in his own
well-chosen hour can deliver us in a most miraculous way. Time does
not permit me to tell you all the ways that he helped and supported me
during those dark times but my joy is more complete because of it. I
feel it. It is in the food that I eat and the air I breathe. I have a joy
I have never had before. I am thankful and I want to encourage the
brethren who might be experiencing depression. If you can just hold
on—it is not a question of will the Lord deliver you—only a question
of when. The Lord can use this as a crucible to prove, try and develop
our characters. It is most important.
"One more thing I wanted to share is a scripture that was special
to me during those dark times. I read it every day. This takes place
when King Sennacherib was coming against Israel. These were the
words of Hezekiah to strengthen the Israelites from 2 Chronicles
32:7,8: 'Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for
the king of Assyria,—and who is the king of Assyria but our great
See Brethren page 6
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me and by our dear God.

Adversary? nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be
—

more with us than with him: With him is an arm of flesh; but with
us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our battles... ' That

The Lord Directed It All the Way
Sr. Helen Gorgas, Salem (OR) Bible Students

is what strengthened me the most. I knew that however helpless I
was, the Lord would help me in due time. He is true to his promise
and he will do the same for each and every one. So, if you are
suffering from depression, if you can hold on to one thought, just
remind yourself to hold on. The Lord in his own time will break
the clouds and things will seem much better afterwards. I rejoice
in these experiences and thank my heavenly Father..."

"...I am appreciative of the way the Lord directed us to come. We
[Br. Stanley] are certain that this is the Lord' s will and that makes us
content to be with our brethren, rejoicing and growing more in the
knowledge of the Truth and appreciating one another. A hymn that
has always been one of my favorites says, 'All the way my Savior
leads me...can I doubt his tender mercy who through life has been
my guide?' We are enjoying the heavenly blessings and appreciate
them and the peace, which comes from the Lord. It is our desire to
continue on faithfully striving to be pleasing and acceptable to the
Lord. We appreciate his special care over us at this time. Knowing
that whatever his will, it is what we want in our lives..."

The Prayers of the Brethren
Br. John Haldenwang, Southwest Oregon Bible Students

"...I bring the love of ... Sr. Carol, who many of you know is going
through quite a trial... I spoke with her a few minutes ago and she wanted
her grateful thanks brought to all the brethren
who have sent her e-mails, cards and encouraging words. They are a big help to her. A quick
report on how her son Curtis is doing. For any of
you who do not know, Curtis had a bad fall about
two months ago—repelling off of a cliff. He fell
over 65 feet to the ground. He has been in the
hospital ever since... He has been making slow,
steady progress right along. It was a miracle, first
of all, that he survived. Secondly, a week ago, the doctor came that had
first admitted him and shook his head and said, 'I would never have
believed he could have survived this.' Sr. Carol and myself attribute
it, at least in part, to the prayers of the brethren. We are thankful for
that. Last night we received a call that Curtis suddenly had a set back.
Several times in the past few days he has gone into seizures. We do
not know why. Hopefully this is just one bump in the road on his way
to recovery. We ask a continued interest in your prayers."
Thanks for Words of Encouragement
Sr. Kathy Ross, Antioch (Sacramento, CA, area) Ecclesia

"I wanted to thank our heavenly Father for the opportunity to be here
and thank... the brethren who sent me words of comfort and encouragement with the recent death of my mother. I think the brethren do
not realize how much that helps. I ask the heavenly Father to bless
those that helped me through this time... It is a difficult time, which
is still on going, because my father has Alzheimer' s. I not only lost
my mother but I lost my father and our daughter will be moving to
college soon...I ask an interest in your prayers..."
He Never Ever Fails Us
Sr. Edith Chandler, Portland (OR) Area Bible Students

"My heart is full of gratitude. It is difficult for me to get out to
meetings anymore, so when the Lord overrules, I am especially
grateful. I am grateful for the sacrifice of love that the dear ones
in the kitchen make. I have been thinking how much they give us
an example of what the world will be like in the Kingdom—when
every man's heart is truly his brother's keeper. They will love one
another, the heavenly Father, the wonderful Truth and they will be
willing to help one another with no thought of return. We have
much to look forward to... we could have a small part in helping this
groaning creation know our heavenly Father. I want you to know
that those of you that I do not have time to speak to, or whose names
I cannot remember, your faces are familiar to me. I am grateful that
my path has crossed with yours and I am able to see you again. I
pray that God's blessing will be with you each day and that you
will not let the adversary beat you down. Sometimes he comes at
us pretty strong in little things and can be discouraging. But then
we get on our knees and ask for help from the one that loves us.
We need to trust him more and more because he never ever fails
us. May he bless all of your dear hearts. You are greatly loved by

Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ July 3
Sympathetic Priests...
Sr. Lori Duhaime, Lebanon (CT) Ecclesia

"...As most of you know, our temporal life has taken a big turn when
we found out on April 11 that Br. George has multiple myloma
which is a cancer of the blood in the stem cells.
There are a lot of varying symptoms with this.
Br. George has been having back trouble for
a long time but seriously since February. We
did not realize what the problem was and he
tried ice, heating pads, yoga and all kinds of
things only to find out that it was something
much more serious. When I think of the yoga
he did and the shape that his spine was in, I am thankful that he is
not paralyzed. The cancer eats away at the bones. Br. George had
seven vertebrae fused together in April. I have to say we have never
once felt like, why us? Why not us? Why not especially us? There
are many people that have gone through this and much more. How
else can we become sympathetic priests if we do not go through the
hard experiences of life? We want to be witnesses to our children
and to our friends who are not in the Truth. I am grateful that we
have not had to deal with the issues of anger or anything else. If
this were to happen to someone in the world, you might see why
they would become angry...This experience is definitely a kink in
the road and there are hard spots in it. I do not want to indicate that
it is easy. It has brought a lot of changes in our lives. I am working full time and that is a big switch for me. I have always had the
blessing of staying home, even before we had children. When we
had children, I was able to be a full-time mom and home school
them. So this is a major emotional adjustment for the kids and me.
Br. George has been able to work very little as he has gone through
so much. That may change in the future. We do not know what
his prognosis is according to the standards that have been set so far.
They say he has two years but he is on new drugs that they have
never tried before, so it could be longer than that too. It is all in
the Lord's hands. When you belong to the Lord, statistics do not
mean anything. We do not wish for anything other than what the
Lord has for us. We know our days are numbered and that he has
known the beginning from the end right along. Where Br. George is
concerned, we have more insight that it may be shorter than longer.
It is an opportunity for us to be accepting and to show our trust and
faith that the Lord will see us through.
"We have had a lot of little miracles in our experience where
negative things have ended up turning out to be positive... It has
been an opportunity for growth to trust the Lord on a daily basis. In
this country, we are so blessed. We have never had to be concerned
about our daily bread. I do not make as much so this is a new and
humbling experience. We are trying to rely on the Lord for his overruling there. We have had some amazing experiences. The cost of

his chemotherapy is about $5,000 a month. We have insurance but
they were only going to cover 75 percent. Then a wonderful nurse
at the oncology office wrote to the company and got a 'compassionate use basis' for us, so we now get that medication free. We
had insurance that covered a good part of his other prescriptions
and through a fluke situation with our income tax returns not getting in on time—since this happened while George was working
on them—they dropped the insurance for the kids. But after many
phone calls we were all reinstated. Now we do not pay anything
for those prescriptions anymore. It is only good for a year but that
may be the majority of our costs and that is amazing It reminds me
when Joseph said, these experiences might have been meant for evil,
but 'God meant it for good.' When something bad comes down the
road I am going to say, I wonder how the Lord is going to turn this
into something wonderful. If not, it will just be an opportunity to
be accepting and bring glory to him in that way too.
"Br. George and I are going Wednesday to the Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston. It looks as though he will have a stem cell
transplant. There will be a month of local preparation where they
will give him tests and shots to boost his counts. Then they harvest
his stem cells and give him chemotherapy in the hospital. Because
his immune system will be suppressed, we will probably be there for
two to four weeks... He will be receiving a high dose of chemotherapy
and I am sure he will be very ill. They will only allow me to be there
and maybe the kids a little bit. I will have to gown-up and I will find
out if he looks like Yul Bryner or not with a bald head... I would
like to ask for your prayers for Br. George that he can be strong and
look to the Lord in the difficult experience that is ahead of him and
also for our children... I also wanted to get up to praise the Lord and
thank him for his goodness and the twenty-nine years I have had
with Br. George as his wife...and to thank you for your love, cards,
e-mails and the innovative ways you have shown your support. It
is when you go through a hard experience that you see what a 'one
family' we are. I am no exception there. I love you dearly and you
are closer to me than my own blood."
Pushed through a Door of Opportunity
Br. Ric Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"I have to share an experience with you, which I am still numb
from, as a result of what the Lord has provided. You know we
have been doing the Christian Questions radio
broadcasts and have just had our seventh anniversary. Br. Jonathan [Kwiat] called me at my
office and said, 'Well, the station is changing
to Spanish music and they have no room for
us anymore.' The studio that we work out of
has three or four other radio stations in it and
they moved all of their nationally syndicated
talk shows to an FM station which has a much
broader range. We inquired with the management about the possibilities and they were agreeable. We went from being 'out of
business' to this Sunday morning at 6:00 a.m., broadcasting on
station 102.3, WXLM which covers a good portion of Connecticut
and half of Rhode Island... It was the Lord's doing—we now have
access to about 700,000-900,000 people. The Lord opened this
door and pushed us through.
"At this point, the station has only national talk show hosts on
and we are the only local talk show. They are making adjustments
in the studio for our benefit. We inquired about why they are doing this for us and he proceeded to tell us that, by God's grace,
we have been the longest running live talk show program at that
studio...They like us and what we stand for and the way we handle
the public. They like that we try to give hope and encouragement
to people and they feel that we belong with them. It is hard for
me to fathom all of that. I was so excited doing the broadcast this
morning. We have the opportunity to speak to many more people
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about the Kingdom and about the Truth. We talked about the Chart
of the Ages—describing it scripturally in words—along with the
dispensational changes that God has made and where he is bringing the world of mankind. I cannot tell you how wonderful it is to
have this opportunity.
"The challenge that we face is that we were once getting the time
free but this is no longer the case. It now costs us a $100 an hour.
So, it is $200 dollars a week to do the broadcast, which for talk radio
programming is dirt-cheap. So we are blessed. We ask an interest in
your prayers in this endeavor... The Word continues to go out and I
want to tell you brethren that it does not matter what you do or how
you do it. What matters is that you do it. Whether it is handing out a
tract, a word of encouragement, a note of sympathy, or whatever—you
do not know who has a hearing ear. So keep speaking the Truth. Woe
unto us if we preach not the Gospel. We have the best news that the
world has ever seen or ever will see and we cannot keep quiet about it.
We ask a interest in your prayers. This new experience is somewhat
overwhelming but we are overjoyed..."
Our Joy Set Before Us
Sr. Sharon Leslie, Portland (OR) Area Bible Students
"...Just a few words about our daughter-in-law Sr. Sarah who has
undergone cancer surgery—she is now weighing her options for what
kind of treatment to have. Our son Br. Aaron
does not have a job right now. He had his last
day of work this past Thursday... As Sr. Lori
mentioned Joseph saying the evil was meant for
good, we do not know what will be done for
either Br. Aaron or Sr. Sarah. Special prayers
are also being asked for Br. Ray and Sr. Karen
Buchheit. Most of you know they lost their son
Jim in a car accident about nine years ago. They cannot fathom, even
though their hope and faith is strong, for something critical to happen
to Sr. Sarah. We can understand that, as we have only Br. Aaron and
now Sr. Sarah and two grandchildren, Levi and Noa...
"It is a little hard for me to be going to Romania on Wednesday
with Br. Jerry—even though the trip has been planned since January...
I feel that to leave Br. Aaron and Sr. Sarah now, in this situation, is
very difficult. But I have left my mother and father, clinging to my
husband and walking this narrow way with him and sharing the joy
that the Lord provides in our trips together. We ask that the Lord
will bless us and be with our children while we are gone one from
another. The convention has brought many blessings and in seeing
brethren that I have not seen for a long time and hugging them in
person...Press on, dear brethren and be faithful. Let us hear that `...
Well done, good and faithful servant;...' That is the joy set before
us. Please count your blessings."
Testimonies at Greencastle, IN July 27-30
Faithful Examples
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany (IN) Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"...What a privilege to know the saints. This time last year Sr.
[Mildred] Raffel came for half a day and what a blessing it was
to share fellowship. This year she has a better convention, along
with Sr. Mary Butler Longest... Both sisters died the same day in
January. I was thinking about the loss of these brethren that I have
known since I was a child. What a witness. What an inspiration
it is to continue. We do not follow in their footsteps; we follow
them as they followed Christ. We want to appreciate their lessons
learned and learn as much as possible to be faithful. I want to bring
the special love of my telephone sister, Sr. Vanessa [Stillwell], who
used to live in Louisville. We have been studying on the phone for
the last 23 years. She and I are almost finished with the last charSee Brethren page 8
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acter study, which starts with faith and ends with agape love. It is
such a blessing to see the traits follow in order—how they build on
each other. Their foundation is faith... I also received a blessing
from our class study on Hebrews. We finally compiled our notes.
It has been a blessing typing and proofreading because you get the
whole book as a unit—talk about inspiration..."
An Inspiration To Me
Sr. Terri Brand, San Diego (CA) Ecclesia
"...Everyone in this room has inspired me over the years. Br.
Walter Wesol whom we met with in the North West (IN) Ecclesia
has always inspired me.... Br. Laddie and
Sr. Debbie Stewart were inspirations to me at
summer camps and Br. Ken Rawson was my
immerser...This last year our two daughters
were married. I feel like we have turned a leaf
on being an inspiration to our children and
hopefully we have trained them in the way
they should walk."
Personal Losses
Br. Mark Moody, New Albany (IN) Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"...I want to thank everyone for aspiring to inspire me by showing
up. It has been a pleasure to be a part of putting this convention
together. On a personal note, I lost a good friend when Sr. Mary
Butler Longest died. In spite of that I keep going. In the meeting
I sat in the third chair from the front. The sisters are moving on
and dying. Now I sit in the front. I also lost my mother this year,
which was the first close relative I have lost. I told the Presbyterian
preacher, through tears, what I believe and said, 'I do not want to live
if I am wrong.' Brethren it makes me think of Br. Eugene Burns...
I remember he ended one of his discourses with 'Never quit.'"
A Greater Work being Done in Me
Sr. Anna Alexander, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia
"What a legacy we have in this room of different experiences shared.
It inspires me to know that I am a child of God and...continue to
be a work of his will in my life. I try to remember through all the
experiences that we have, that wherever we go and whatever we
do, we know that we have been made free in Christ and if that does
not inspire us we should not be here. This keeps me going knowing
there is a greater work being done in me despite all the hard trials
and hard knocks that are faced on a daily basis."
Buying a Battery and Witnessing
Br. Walter Wesol, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"You can not find a better tract than, 'God Has a Plan and You Are
In It.' However, I always underline the 'You' in red... I stopped
in a little store here in town to get a battery. The owner was nice,
and, together with a lady who came in, I sat
down and talked to them. In presenting the
Truth we should utilize as much humility as
possible, not to know everything, but realizing
the Lord grants the increase. Looking back I
can see where I erred a little bit but by God's
grace I was led a little further. I often think
of the experiences the Church has had...Here
comes a problem and it is either solved or made an experience,
so that the Church has had every experience the world will ever
have and no one can say you do not know what this is. My main
reason to testify is I really appreciate being here with the brethren,
to see them face to face—you never know for how long—like Br.
Eugene [Burns] who had a stroke on Sunday and we buried him
on Saturday..."

Blessings after a Stroke
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Canada Ecclesia
"I am thankful that the heavenly Father has made it possible for me
to arrive here at convention. I am pleased with what I am hearing
and have received a blessing coming to conventions and meetings
again. I suffered from a stroke about nine months ago and I am slowly
recovering. I am about ready to walk but still having difficulty with
my balance because of the dizzy spells and the spinning in my head.
I tried walking with a cane and I can as long as a dizzy spell does
not arise. I lost my balance right here and I had to go down. I am
thankful to the heavenly Father for the ability to speak...and now
to use my feet. I pray that a full recovery will eventually come and
I will be able to travel again. It is unusual for me not to be able to
travel. I had been doing all the driving traveling to conventions but I
have been curtailed from that service due to my physical disability.
I would like to bring you the love and greetings from the brethren in
Winnipeg and Saskatchewan... We have been uplifted and blessed by
being able to travel and visit the brethren in convention..."
Witnessing at the Border
Sr. Ann Michalyca, North Saskatchewan Bible Students
"It is a joy to see Br. Mark [Chastain] chairing the testimony meeting.
I am indebted to Br. Mark from when my husband Br. Eugene died.
Br. Mark and Sr. Ela made a point to call me
once a week for over a year and that was such
an uplift. They carried me through a lot of bad
moments and helped me with my bereavement.
I am thankful to the Lord for these blessings.
"I am rejoicing that I am able to attend.
There for a time, I was not sure if I was coming.
My daughter is home for the summer and she
had planned to come up this week to visit with Ted and Sr. Rachel
Kopak—as she does most summers. She was to come a week earlier but she came down with something and was delayed. She was
delayed enough to come later and drop me off at this convention.
I am very thankful that the Lord overruled...
"We had a witness opportunity at the North Dakota border. The
gentlemen took my passport and asked the purpose of so many
stamps from so many places. I told him I attended different conventions and go with some of the speakers who serve. He then asked
about my religion. After telling him we study the Bible he asked,
`Is that all you do?' I said the Bible has the whole plan of God and
there is a lot to study. I am shy and sometimes have a hard time
witnessing. I am always thinking I will say the wrong thing or not
the right thing... I know the openings are there if I can only look
for and take advantage of them."
Thankful for the Support
Sr. Rita Morton, New Albany (IN) Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"I want to take this opportunity to raise my voice in praise to my heavenly Father for all he has done for me. I did not think I was going to be
able to come. It has been a difficult couple of years. I have either spent
it in a hospital bed or in bed at home. I had given up on the idea that
I would be able to come. I prayed that I could come maybe next year
and, lo and behold, the Lord and his great love opened it up for me to
come this year. I am thankful to be here and for the love and support
of the brethren. I am so taken by the great love and blessings that the
Lord has shown me—more than I ever deserve or could ever repay.
I hope someday that I will be just a little bit worthy of all the things
that he has shown me and given to me... the love just surrounds you. I
am so thankful for the love from my heavenly Father. He just shows
me so much love every step of the way. Everything that has come up,
before I could pray, he had already made arrangements to give me what
I needed. He was always there. I want to praise him and thank him so
much for his love and many rich blessings. Thank you."

Wide Awake
Sr. Connie Melnyk, North Saskatchewan Bible Students
"I am very glad to be here. Usually when I come to a convention that
lasts more than three days, I end up sleeping before the end of each
talk is over. This time I seem to be wide-awake. Instead of wondering
when the talk is going to fmish, I have the feeling, 'Is it done already,
I was ready for another half hour.' I wish you would remember me
in your prayers and I remember you in mine. Thank you."
Thousand Brethren at Polish Convention
Sr. Ela Chastain, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia
"... I had the privilege this year to go to Poland and be with my
family I just came back a week ago. I wanted to bring the love of
both of my parents [Br. Josef and Sr. Krystyna
Jakosz] and of the class where I grew up. I
had the chance, at the same time, to be at the
convention in Poland where there were over
a thousand brethren. Twelve consecrated. It
was nice to visit with the brethren and to see the
immersion... A lot of brethren know both of my
parents and many of you have been asking how
they are doing. They are well and strong in the
Truth and studying. My dad is not doing as well. I have not seen him
for two years and I see a big difference in him He has skin cancer
that he has been fighting for the last forty years. He has had a lot of
help but the cancer is back. He has had some operations I think that
slowed him down and he feels his age. It is very hard to see in your
own parents especially when they are so far away. Mom is well but
Dad is not as full of life as he used to be. I am thankful to the Lord
that he gave me the chance to go and visit with my family..."
Precious Memories
Sr. Sandra Bierman, San Diego (CA) Ecclesia
"By the Lord's grace I am able to be here at the water supply. I am
so grateful for this opportunity. This convention is my faith structure. I have precious memories of many of the friends that are at
this convention and I would like to share a couple of them with you.
When I was young, Br. Walter Wesol invited me to his home early
before meetings so that he could sing and I could accompany him
He had many hymnbooks. It was such a joy to me. Sr. Josie Wesol
and I went to high school together. We were just determining that
she came to the Bloomington Convention 50 years ago with me. I
did not give much credence to her interest, at that time, because she
was a Catholic but the Lord overruled that. He knew her heart, I
did not. I was telling Sr. Violet Jurek about her father [ Br. Morehouse] and how he instilled the basic doctrines in my mind. I can
still vividly see the illustrations that he used that meant so much to
me. I have not forgotten them and have shared them with anyone
that will listen. I will always feel a very close association with Br.
Tom and Sr. Nancy Machacek because we planted trees in Israel
together for the sons we lost. I am grateful to Br. David Niemyski
for keeping me supplied with tapes of the conventions he attends.
I am refreshed when they come in the mail. It is such a blessing
for me to see the West Suburban class that is here. It has been ten
years since I have seen them. They were such an important part of
my mother's life and I love them dearly.
"At this convention I want to tell you about two experiences
that I had. I was with Br. Bob and Sr. Rebecca Gray. We were
discussing a particular situation and they said, 'Let us pray about it.'
Another time Br. Todd Alexander came up to Sr. Ester Ledwinka
and myself and we were discussing a particular situation and Br.
Todd said, 'Let us pray about this.' Bringing ordinary conversation
to the Lord meant so much and is not something I ordinarily have
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done in a conversation with two or three. That has truly blessed me.
It was taken to a higher level and it reminded me of my birthday
text, 'Casting all your care upon Him, for he careth for you.' I feel
that is exactly what we did in those situations. I praise the Lord. I
have been delighted with the labors of love of the three ecclesias
that have put on this convention. I praise the Lord and I thank you.
I want to leave you with the thought: 'Watch the little foxes.'
Uplifting Blessings from I-0 Study
Sr. Esther Ledwinka, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia
"...I want to thank God for the study ['Hold Fast the Profession
of Your Faith']. It was an uplift and encouragement. Those in
the study with Br. Bob Gray were prepared
and had studied their lesson and had many
encouraging words. It was uplifting in the
fact that their thoughts were on how we may
encourage those who are sick, isolated or terribly discouraged, etc ...When starting to plan
this convention our class provided input as to
what we would like in the program. I believe
it was our class, which suggested the topic for
the study portion. I was not sure I wanted that topic but I like to
go with what the majority decides...I found that choice has been a
special blessing. I want to praise the Lord for it. I am thankful that
all of you are here to make it is such a nice convention..."
A Shining Light
Sr. Sarah Leslie, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia
"...Br. Aaron and I are very thankful to be here. We have been really appreciative of your love and support through my recent health
experience. I am going to start traditional treatment next week. I
feel like the Lord has led me to that decision. I am going to use some
natural methods as well. I have had a lot of input from the brethren
along this line... I would like to read Psalm 31:3, 'You Lord God are
my mighty rock and my fortress; lead me and guide me so that your
name will be honored.' ...Through this experience I have met many

people and learned about their cancer experiences, stories and their
spirituality through it. Hopefully, I can be a shining light to them as
well. All the love, prayers, cards and e-mails are much appreciated,
even if we cannot respond to all of them. Thanks."
Meetings by Conference Telephone
Sr. Barbara Hughes, Weatherford (TX) Ecclesia
"This is my fourth Indiana-Ohio Convention, over the years, starting
in 1977. I bring the love of our class. We have a class that meets
by conference telephone and when we are all
on-line there are about 15 of us. We get great
blessings from that. I am privileged to bring
the love of Br. Freeman Thompson and his
wife Gerri and Sr. Evelyn MacAlister. She
asked that Sr. Patty Wilson would send her
love so she and I are collaborating on that.
Sr. Patty was instrumental in getting me to
decide to come to the convention and I am
very thankful to her...It has been a pleasure all day long. I know
it will continue to be. My mother and dad, Sr. Lois Watson and
Doc Watson, entertained brethren years ago in west Texas. They
had lots of reel-to-reel tapes. Lately I saw on the Internet that Sr.
Harris in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, wanted tapes to copy to cassettes. I
sent her several and she has already sent me back nine... I got to
hear both sides before I came up here of Br. John Reed and Br.
J. J. McCauley. There are several more I am looking forward to
listening to when I get home..." ❑

"In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths." Proverbs 3:6
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Entered Into Rest from page 3
■Sr. Rita Morton, age 56, of the New Albany-Louisville Bible
Students, entered into rest September 1 after painfully battling
non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. Sr. Rita
consecrated her life to the Lord last
November and was immersed in
April. Sr. Rita always had an affinity
for the Truth because of the strong
faith in her family line, beginning
with her great-grandfather Br. Manson Johnson and continuing through
her grandparents, Br. Russell and
Sr. Fern Chastain along with four
uncles: Brs. Dudley, Robert, Keith,
and David Chastain. When a young
girl, one of her uncles gave her a first
Volume and said, "Rita, I hope you
pick this up and read it one day." It
took her over 30 years but she eventually did.
Sr. Rita had heartbreaking experiences her entire life that only
made her more compassionate. When newly married her husband, a
Vietnam veteran, died unexpectedly leaving her with a two-monthold son. As a single mother she learned the value of hard work. Later,
her brother died in a tragic car accident. Sr. Rita also had several
previous episodes of cancer. Giving and full of loving trust in God,
she will be missed by her ecclesia and family She leaves behind one
son: Eric (8185 South State Road 335, Pekin, IN 47165); her mother
Anita Graves (325 South Shorts Corner Road, Pekin, IN 47165);
one sister: Marchita Hembree; one brother: Michael Graves and
an uncle: Br. Dudley Chastain. Br. David Doran comforted the 120
assembled mourners September 3 with a message of hope as he had
done ten weeks earlier for Sr. Rita' s father.
■Sr. Michelle Bartley, age 39, of the Mahomet, Illinois Ecclesia died
suddenly June 28. She received a Divine Plan of the Ages from Br.
Rod and Sr. Sharon Hugelman. While reading it at work, as a personal
nurse to an elderly patient, the patient revealed that she had studied
the Volumes during Pastor Russell's ministry. She encouraged Sr.
Michelle to never give up on The Studies in the Scriptures. Br. Rod
Hugelman comforted the family and brethren assembled on August
6. She is sadly missed by her husband of 20 years, Br. David (210
E. McKinley, Villa Grove, IL 61956, e-mail: David.bartley@mchsi.
corn) and four sons: Russell, Joshua, Matthew and Dylan.
▪ Lydia Hanham of the North Seattle Bible Students died July
9 of congestive heart failure 46 days after her 100 birthday. Born of
consecrated parents, Br. Edward and
Sr. Magdalena Kuenzi, she was the
last surviving child of eight. In honor
of her 100th birthday her experiences
in the Truth were recounted in the
Summer 2005 issue of the Newsletter.
Through her 85 years in the narrow
way Sr. Lydia kept her faith and her
faith kept her. She knew the Lord had
returned and served meat in due season through that "faithful and wise
servant." These truths inspired and
sustained her through many turbulent times, especially during the time
after Br. Russell's death when many
thought the door to the high calling
was closed and some endorsed the, so-called, "Seventh Volume."
She was active in her younger years serving others. When her
eyesight failed she contentedly moved in with her sister, Sr. Hannah

Parsons Later, she was for six years, under the loving care of her
daughter Sr. Jean Kirkham and son-in-law Br. Lawrence. When she
lost mobility in her legs she went into a nursing home—one and a
one-half years ago. Though weak in the flesh her mind was stayed
on the Lord. Less than a week before her death she inquired about
the studies at the meeting. Yearly, she listened to the Volumes on
tape and had memorized the Vow, Resolve and many scriptures.
She suffered many losses in life including the death of her
daughter Sr. Jane Canell in 1994. She is survived by her daughter
Sr. Jean Kirkham (9327 23rd NW, Seattle, WA 98117, e-mail:
jeankirkham@comcast.net); one son: Robert Hanham; nine grandchildren (five consecrated: Brs. David, Robert and Peter Kirkham,
Tom Canell and Sr. Janet Jenssen); 17 great-grandchildren (one
consecrated: Sr. Kristen Kirkham) and two great-great-grandchildren.
"Her children arise up, and call her blessed." Proverbs 31:28
■Br. Jack Lamb an elder of the Huntsville, Alabama Bible Students finished his walk in the narrow way September 20 at the age
of 72. Just a few days before his death
doctors determined he had cancer
though he had been suffering several
years with various aliments.
Reading books from many denominations he at one time attended
the Pentecostal Church and the World
Wide Church of God before he found a
Divine Plan of theAges at his mother's
home. At first he was skeptical but
after reading through the first Volume
several times he knew this was God's
Truth. For eight years he did not realize there were Bible Students still in
existence. He ordered more information from the Chicago Bible Students and gave them to his family
Then Br. Jack thought there were only Bible Students in Chicago but
learning of conventions he was willing to travel ten hours to associate
with the brethren. His wife Sr. Nita remarked, "It was the happiest
time of our life when we received the Truth and met the brethren."
They were immersed in 1994.
Br. Jack zealously witnessed to his family and friends. Through
his efforts directly or indirectly his wife, two daughters, a sister, sonin-law, daughter-in-law, grandson and niece have all consecrated.
12 years ago there was no ecclesia in Huntsville now there are over
30 who meet regularly.
He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Sr. Nita (1004 Terrace
Lake, Guntersville, AL 35976, e-mail: ransom4all@charter.net);
one son: Pete; two daughters: Sr. Jana Couch, Sr. Meri Lyn Mosley;
eight grandchildren (one consecrated: Br. Chad Mosley) and one
great-grandchild; his 97 year old mother, one sister: Sr. Norma
Cothren and several nieces and nephews.
Br. David Doran delivered a forthright message on Br. Jack's
convictions to 150 on September 22. The audience was composed
of World Wide Church of God members, Pentecostals and Bible
Students. The family is so grateful to have the Truth spoken.
■Sr. Edna Moyle finished her consecrated walk of 70 years July
28, at age 86 after a year's struggle with heart failure. Raised as
a Jehovah's Witness, she left that organization with the Moyle
family around 1940. Over the course of her life, she was an active
participating member of Bible Student ecclesias in Staten Island,
New York, San Diego, Phoenix and Portland. She was one of the
original residents at the Bible Students Retirement Center, living
there for more than 20 years.
Known for her faith, she loved to go to meetings to discuss the
scriptures and to testify gratefully of her heavenly Father's loving
See Entered Into Rest page 16

Israel Update from page 1

The noted Rabbi Shlomo Riskin observed
the Religious Zionists' failure. "We did build
glorious settlements... But, in the process, we
left the rest of the nation behind. During the
Syria

The Wake-up Call
Many believed God's alarm clock sounded
in 1967 when God gave the "West Bank" and
Gaza to Israel. What did the Religious Zionists
Mediterranean Sea
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active settlement while the United States and
Western Europe are tied up in other crises.
Further, a Jewish State with traditional
Jewish values is hanging in the balance.
In 1964, Israel banned the Beatles for fear
Mediterranean Sea

Syria

Mediterranean Sea

Jordan

Transjordan

Egypt

Egypt

Saudi Arabia
Egypt

U.N. Partition Plan - 1947

1947-1967 - Armistice Lines

1967 Cease Fire Lines

last three decades more and more national
religionists chose to live in separatist communities, apart from their secular brethren.
Two nations began to emerge, two nations
that rarely interfaced."
In 1995 Israeli religious leaders were urged
to conduct a massive "faith in your Bible"
outreach to the secular Left. If convicted to a
Biblical faith, many of the secular Left would
have more readily defended Israel's full land
rights. The reaction of these religious leaders
was "the religious Jews and non-religious live
in two separate worlds with no interaction."
Instead of a faith outreach to the secular
Left, the Religious Zionists managed to reach
out to a different world of complete separation—the Evangelical Christians They hoped
their own faith buttressed by the billions of
Evangelical dollars would save the "greater
Israel" land concept. The "Hear, 0 Israel:
the Lord our God [is lone" Biblical Zionists
marching arm in arm with the Hear, 0 Israel,
the Lord your God is Three Evangelicals—is

do with this gift? Not enough. A final warning
sounded with the August 15 disengagement.
Unless Religious Zionists act soon, most or
all of Samaria and Judea—Israel's heartland—could go the way of Gaza.
But 400,000 additional Jewish settlers in
the "West Bank" would render any further
land giveaway impossible. New Israeli elections and a new government are likely. The
future might well provide an open door for

of their potentially corrupting influence on
the youth. Forty years later, not only has
the country abandoned its old restraints, it
actually seems to be a world leader in sex,
drugs and brothels.
In Rabbi Riskin' s article, two isolated
nations, secular and religious, would seem
to lay at least part of the blame at the feet of
the Religious Zionists. Modern Israel's moral
norms are a horrific reflection on a people
of Torah background. A large immigration
of Religious Zionists and faith out-reach
are needed to save the moral integrity of
Israel.

Mediterranean Sea

There is Hope

Egypt

a formula for disaster.

Some of the most vociferous opposition
to disengagement was raised by Zionists
living in the US. This was wonderful but
if they were living in Israel it would have
been more effective. They could have made
a decisive difference. If 70,000 Jews lived in
Gaza instead of 9,000 it would have rendered
disengagement impossible.

Sinai returned to Egypt

Arabia

Israel's

Current Boundaries

In a Harris Poll conducted among North
American Jews, six percent of those polled
said it is likely that they will move to Israel
in the coming five years. Six percent of over
5 5 million Jews in North America would
mean over 330,000 Jews moving to Israel
within five years. This influx, promoting
Torah moral standards in Israel, would
shift the electorate to the political Right.
A Torah Israel, with Torah principles and
Torah defined borders is within the realm
of reality.
Many Bible Students believe the Bible
predicts that Israel will regain any land lost
in the Peace Process as well as acquire more
land in a future Arab-Israeli war. 0
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Fellowship in Romania/Moldova the Bonds of Love
In July, Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon Leslie
traveled in Romania and Moldova for 20
days. Following is an account of the blessed
privileges encountered. Ed.

During our twenty days we visited twenty
five classes and villages with each visit consisting of discourses, studies and personal
fellowship. While in the Cluj area we stayed
in the home of Sr. Viorica Rosca and traveled
outward from there. Our early visits included
Finisel, Cucerda and Cimpia Turzii.
A special one day convention was held in
Sutor, Romania on July 10 with more than
100 in attendance. There were three candidates for immersion: Sr. Maria Lacatus (her
family from Hungary attended), Br. Francisk
Fulop and Sr. Erzsebet Fulop. During the
baptismal discourse, it began to rain heavily and it was thought that the baptism in a
nearby river would not be possible. Br. lion
Galis then said in his discourse, 'If the Lord
wants us to have a baptism, a miracle could
stop the rain.' Just as the discourse ended
the rain stopped and the sun came out sufficiently for all to walk to the river. Though
the water was muddy from the downpour,
the service proceeded with short lessons and
singing from the river bank. Two brothers

questions and dinner.
We arose early in the morning to pack the
Dragos' van for the 11 hour trip to Moldova.
The travelers were now the Dragos family[
Br. Ghita, Sr. Lisa and Sarah], Br. Allen and
two Leslies. The trip went well with Br.
Ghita doing the driving and the usual border crossing check points. We arrived after
dark in Tintareni, Moldova at Br. Constantin
and Sr. Ana Iachim home. They are always
hospitable and always seem to have a meal

Br. Jerry, Sr. Dana and Br. Allen

Chisanau Synagogue

Br. Fancisk Fulop being baptized
by Br. Aurel Cap on far right.

rolled up their pants and stepped into the
river to receive the candidates.
Our plans then took us to Sengeorz Bie,
which is about three hours north of Cluj. Br.
Zaharia Chiorean drove us in the Cluj class
van, as he has done for most of our travels
in Romania. Sr. Beti Precup was with us
for translation and as Sr. Lisa Dragos was
in Cluj with her daughter Sarah and would
later join the trip to Moldova, they traveled
northward with us.
In Sengeorz, we stayed in the village
home of Sr. Ana Spaimoc. In the afternoon,
Brs. Ghita Dragos and Allen Springer of
Sighet, Romania arrived to accompany us
to Moldova, while Br. Zaharia and Sr. Beti
returned in the van to Cluj. Toward evening,
brethren from surrounding areas arrived for
a meeting with two discourses followed by

waiting for guests. We were pleased to renew
our fellowship with the family, specially as
their youngest son was born on the same day
as our grandson Levi.
The next day had two meetings in two
towns with two discourses in each. These
were in Tintareni and Chisinau (previously
Kishinev). This kind of schedule was kept
throughout Moldova except for travel days.
Other meetings were held in laloveni, Mereni
Noi, Ruseni, Ocnita, Corpaci, Donduseni,
Gordenesti, Edinet, and sometimes more than
several meetings in places like Ruseni.
While in Chisinau, we visited the central
Synagogue to inquire as to Jewish history in
the area and to offer encouragement during
Israel's present distress. We were warmly
welcomed and invited to return.

I
Br. Fedea Galetchi

Br. Andrei Galetchi

A one day general convention was held
near Ruseni in the north of Moldova on July
17, with several discourses. The focus of the
day was consecration and baptism Both Brs.
Allen and Jerry were asked for lessons on this
theme. Then we were both asked to perform
the immersion in a nearby lake Goleni. There
were ten candidates in all: Sr. Liliana Moisa,
Sr. Eufronsinea Orlei, Br. Vova Craciun, Sr.
Nina Craciun, Sr. Angela Craciun, Sr. Lida
Curarau, Br. Vova Bodarev, Sr. Dana Neagu,
Sr. Irina Gutu and Br. Costica Gronic. In the
case of Br. Costica , he has been consecrated
for many years but as his baptism was years
ago among the Witnesses, he felt compelled
to make this testimony among brethren with
his hope of the high calling. In the case of

Br. Misa, Sr. Katea and Br. Viorel Neagu
Sr. Dana Neagu, we have known her and her
family for many years. They have always
been active in serving the brethren and the
cause of Present Truth. Her father, Br. Viorel
Neagu visited America some years ago. Her
grandmother Sr. Marusa Neagu had fallen and
broken her arm just days before the service, yet
she mustered the courage and strength to attend
the baptism. The three Neagu brothers: Brs.
Vasea, Grisa and Viorel and their families all
live in the same village and always have open
doors for fellowship.
While traveling to and fro, we frequently
stopped for fellowship with many brethren.

13

Left to right: Front kneeling: Sr. Sharon Leslie, Br. Costica Gronic, Sr. Lucia Gutu, Daniel (child), Br. Igor Gutu. Standing: Br. Victor Gutu (very
back left), Br. Viorel Neagu, Sr. Corina Curtean, Vasile Gutu, Br. Misa Cernei, Sr. Nina Curtean, Sr. Maria Boaca, Sr. Olita Rusnac, Br. Slavic Iachim
(back), Sr. Galia, Br. Ghita Dragos (back), Br. Allen Springer, Br. Marin Gronic (back) and Sr. Dana Neagu.

These were especially warm and memorable
occasions. One stop was to see the aging Sr.
Katea Televca near Ocniba. She has worked
hard all her life and now regrets not being
able to work the garden. She and Br. Misa, an
elder of Ocnita, had both been held in prison
for years because of the Truth. For this they
share a special camaraderie. In Donduseni,
we visited with Br. Andrei Galetchi who
was once solicited by the KGB, when he
was 23 years old, to inform on the activities of the brethren. He of course declined.
His father Br. Fedea, was then active in
making photograph copies of the Volumes
and Truth material along with Sr. Marusa
Neagu. The Truth message has prevailed
in Moldova because of the faithful services

of such brethren.
During our stay in Moldova, it was our
special privilege to meet with Srs. Tamara
Usachenko and Julia Shilyaeva from Tulun,
Siberia who had been in Ukraine for medical
treatment and were visiting Moldova. Then
Br. Stefan Thieme and his mother, Sr. Lida
from Germany arrived after visiting their
family in Romania with Sr. Viorica Rosca
from Cluj. Some of our fellowship and
studies were truly international.
After a tearful parting, our return trip to
Sighet, Romania occupied a full day. In
Sighet, there was time for laundry, some
shopping and sweet fellowship. We also
took the opportunity to visit the Sighet Synagogue, where Sr. Lisa assists with directing

Br. Cornet and Srs. Maria Brie, Sharon Leslie and Beti Precup

Brs. Jerry Leslie, Nicholae Zoicas and
Sr. Maria Zoicas

their choir. They seem to welcome Christian
support and friendship.
Services, visits and fellowship continued
in Sighet and southward including Calinesti,
Baia Mare, Ulciug, Tirgu Mures, Cimpia
Turzii and a final meeting in Cluj. We spent
a night in Baia Mare at the Zoicas home. We
always enjoy discussing the fundamentals of
Truth and prophecy with Br. Nicolae. Our time
in Cluj holds special memories of the constant
love and attention and fellowship. They all
extend their love to all brethren here.
Soon it was time to depart for the States
and our home ecclesia in Portland, Oregon.
We can testify to the keeping power of our
heavenly Father and our sweet fellowship in
Christ with all these dear brethren. Many
have endured a long hard fight of affliction
and persecution for the faith once delivered
to the saints. Many continue the work of
serving and sharing Present Truth. We
come away strengthened and encouraged.
We only hope and trust we have left some
of the same behind. ❑
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New Brethren in Christ
"0 magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together." Psalms 34:3

At Kantankyere, Ghana June 5
Br. Kwaku Dua
Sr. Felicia Adai
Br. Noah Amoo
At Phoenix, AZ June 26
Sr. Gina Nicolosi, wife of Br. Frank
Letter of Testimony
"My family was not raised in the Truth,
but when I met the Nicolosi family in 1991
they turned my life around. I thank God
for bringing me into my husband Frank
Nicolosi' s life along with his family for
more reasons that I could ever explain.
I am going to do my best to set a great
example for my children and pray that I
will be able to grow spiritually with my
Br. Kent Humphreys
husband
as we grow old together."
immersing Sr. Gina
At Sutor, Romania July 10
Sr. Maria Lacatus
Br. Francisk Fulop
Sr. Erzsebet Fulop
At Ruseni, Moldova July 12
Sr. Liliana Moisa
Sr. Eufronsinea Orlei
Br. Vova Craciun
Sr. Nina Craciun
Sr. Angela Craciun
Sr. Lida Curarau,
Br. Vova Bodarev
Sr. Dana Neagu
Sr. Irhia Gutu
Br. Costica Gronic

At Ciemnoszyje, Poland July 2,3
Br. Artur Ciesielski
Br. Radoslaw Siewniak
At Budziarze, Poland July 9-10
Sr. Marzena Bywalec
Sr. Gabrysia Startek
Sr. Ela Fiszbach
Br. Mateusz Szarkowicz
Br. Krzysztof Lipka
Sr. Agnieszka Swiderek
Sr. Malgorzata Zelent
Sr. Miroslawa Szewczyk
Sr. Ewa Starska
Br. Jakub Wacior
At Bialogard, Poland August 5-7
Br. Dawid Pruszynski
Sr. Marta Pruszynska
Br. Jonatan Bywalec (from France)
Br. Michal Pulikowski
Sr. Beata Honkisz
Br. Piotr Malinowski
At Nigeria, Africa August 17-21
Forty-five brethren symbolized their consecrations, including some
who were once pastors and evangelists in their former churches. The
Newsletter was unable to obtain individual names prior to press time.
At Langley, B.C. Canada September 11
Sr. Marguerite Rader, of Comox, Vancouver Island
After searching after God for many years, Sr. Marguerite came in
contact with the Truth through the Divine Plan Program on TV.
After three years of slowly working through the Divine Plan studies, she made a consecration to the Lord. Sr. Marguerite presently
attends the Monday and Friday night on-line meetings and attends
the Saturday morning on-line class with Br. George Wilmott.
Sr. Phoebe Murchie, of Duncan, British Columbia, mother of Sr.
Linda Hohnecker
Sr. Phoebe's first contact with the Truth was through her grandparents and mother. She made a consecration and was immersed in 1962
but did not, at that time, believe in the high calling. Approximately
12 years ago she saw the hope of the high calling for herself. Feeling uncomfortable with her first immersion, she wished to take this
opportunity to symbolize fully her condition of heart.

Nine of the ten candidates from left to right: Srs. Liliana Moisa, Eufronsinea Orlei, Nina Craciun, Irina Gutu, Dana Neagu, Angela Craciun, Br.
Vova Bodarev, Sr. Lida Curarau and Br. Vova Craciun

At Johnstown, PA July 19
Sr. Calenthia Hires of Jacksonville, FL
Sr. Roxie Wyatt of Jacksonville, FL
Sr. Audelia Wittbrodt, Detroit Bible Students, daughter of Br
David and Sr. Gisele
Sr. Angela Diloro of Buffalo, NY
Sr. Lisa Malinek of West Newton, PA
Br. David Larson of West Newton, PA

Sr. Marguerite Rader, Br. George Wilmott and Sr. Phoebe Murchie
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New Ecclesia in India
On September 11, seventy brethren from Bangalore, India traveled in two buses for three hours to Kolar Gold Fields, 100 kms,
(approximately 62 miles) for a one day convention. The highlight
of the day was the baptismal service of 26 who symbolized their
covenant of sacrifice. The first discourse was by Br. Charles Suresh.
Brs. Suresh and Raju conducted the immersions. Another message
on "Holiness" was given by Br. Johnson Gnanasekhar The new
brethren are the fruitage of a public witness held in August 2003.
Since then all the candidates have studied a year in 53 follow-up
lessons, covering the basics of God's Plan. These classes were lead
by Br. Khurrsino and assisted by Br. Abel. The names are listed with
their former religious association.
At Kolar Gold Fields, India, September 11
From Kolar Gold Fields Ecclesia
Br. Daniel Anbu, Independent Church
Sr. Prema Elzibeth, Independent Church
Br. Mani, Church of South India (CSI)
Sr. Prema, CSI
Sr. Chandramma, CSI
Br. Shantha Kumar, Pentecostal Church
Sr. Lydia, Pentecostal Church
Br. Manikkam, Gethsemane Church
Sr. Selvi, Gethsemane Church
Br. Ezamalai, Pentecostal Church
Sr. Jaya, Pentecostal Church
Br. Babu, Pentecostal Church
Sr. Mary, Pentecostal Church
Sr. Nagomi, Pentecostal Church

Br. Prabhu, CSI
Sr. Rebecca, Independent Church
Sr. Shanthi, Church of Christ
From Bangalore Ecclesia
Br. Balraj, Roman Catholic
Br. Joseph D., Roman Catholic
Sr. Nakshatra Mary, Roman Catholic
Sr. Theresa, Roman Catholic
Sr. Prema, Roman Catholic
Br. Barnard, Roman Catholic
Sr. Anita, Roman Catholic
Br. Abraham, CSI
Sr. Leela, Pentecostal Church ❑

Our newly consecrated brethren near the tank of immersion behind the prayer hall.

Servin • Our Brethren
"I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus,
how he said, It is more blessed to give than receive." Acts 20:35

New Printing of Deluxe Six
Volumes

Internet Radio Station

Divine Plan Foundation

In 1983, the New Brunswick Ecclesia
published a deluxe edition of the six
volumes of Studies in The Scriptures
with wide margins for notes. It was
Smyth sewn and bound in brown cloth.
Since the supply has become depleted,
there have been a number of requests
for another printing. The class has
decided to move ahead with a new printing.
The text will be the same with the correction of a few typographic errors. The thinnest paper available, short of Bible paper
or India paper, both of which are poor for
writing notes in the wide margins will be
utilized. The type will be increased. The
cost of the new deluxe set will be $45.00
or less. If you are interested in one or more
sets, please respond soon to this notice
giving the number of sets desired. Respond by postal service to: Bible Students
Congregation of New Brunswick, Celeste
Ostry, Corresponding Secretary. 19 Park
Ave, Green Brook, NJ 08812 or e-mail:
celeste.ostry@verison.net ❑

The Orlando Bible Students have established a Truth witness Internet radio station
called "Gospel of the Kingdom Radio" at
http://www.live365.com/stations/gospel_k
ingdom?play&site=live365
It runs 24 hours, 365 days a year and can be
used anywhere in the world with Internet access.
It is designed to be suitable for Bible Students
listening with music, magazine articles, "Bible
Answers," "Christian Questions," Bible and
Volume readings, witness discourses and daily
devotions. Additional content will be added as
it becomes available.
During the first four weeks there were
1,560 visits to the station web page with
823 listeners tuning in for over 492 hours
of listenership, averaging 35 minutes per
tune-in. Some of these listeners represented
six continents, twenty-four countries and
thirty-six states
The class is asking for feedback to improve this service and wants to thank all who
helped with the content. E-mail feedback to:
goodmanrc @earthlink net ❑

Since 1970, by the Lord's grace, through the
generosity of the brethren, the Divine Plan
Foundation has assisted ecclesias in various witnessing and publishing activities—
bringing forth fruitage. Through the years
the Foundation helped initiate and fund such
activities as the Bible Student Newsletter
(Dayton/Miami Valley) and the Radio and
Television work (Fort Worth) which were
eventually sponsored independently by
ecclesias. Also assistance was provided
for printing done in English and foreign
languages (Fort Worth, New Brunswick,
Oakland, Piqua), preparing the Volumes on
cassette tape, the Japanese work and the Pyramid Production project (Columbus, OH),
the printing of the Tabernacle Shadows and
a Russian language Volume (New Brunswick), tracts in Russian and booklets in
Romanian (Oakland), Comfort to Israel
(Central Ohio), the "Israel: Appointment
with Destiny" production and the preparation of the Seklemian lessons (Piqua). The
See Divine Plan page 17
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Harvest News
"Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves; be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves."

Matthew 10:16

Christian Israel Public Meetings Continue
New Haven Witness
The New Haven, Connecticut Class sponsored a showing September 11. It was the
first time only paid parking was available and
the gas prices were sky high. Fifty public attended. We were impressed with the quality
of the audience. Br. Richard Suraci started
his closing prayer with the Lord' s prayer and
the whole audience verbally followed him
There was enthusiastic response during the
entire presentation. It is thrilling, at these
showings, that 99 percent are "born-again"
Christians. The message clearly presents the
two salvations, yet the "born-again" Christians are enthusiastic about the presentation.
Of the 50 public in attendance 26 left their
names for the free booklet "The Israeli- Arab
Peace Process and Bible Prophecy." Since
most were couples, this represented an almost
100 percent response. Twenty eight DVDs

were also purchased. Future showings are
scheduled for San Antonio, Texas; Odessa,
Texas; and Connellsville, Pennsylvania.

Anderson Public Witness
The Muncie, Indiana Class sponsored a public
meeting featuring the large screen showing of
the video "Israel Fulfilling Bible Prophecy,
God's Peace Plan for the Middle East."at
the Anderson University in Anderson, Indiana. The University is administered by the
Church of God. They believe in replacement
theology—Israel was forever replaced by the
church. Consequently, God has nothing to do
with the modern nation of Israel.
This is the first time the video was shown
in an anti-Israel Christian community. The
auditorium seated 155. To our delight, all seats
were filled 15 minutes prior to starting. The
people kept coming and the class announced

Entered Into Rest from page 10
care for her. She longed to be with her Lord and to see his Kingdom
established to "end earth's weary night."
She will be missed by her many friends at the Center and her
daughter Sr. Rhoda Ryba (4910 Calle Alta NE, C-3, Albuquerque,
NM 87111, e-mail: RLRyba@comcast.net). Her son-in-law Br.
Chuck Ryba conducted a memorial service July 31 at the Retirement
Center in Portland, Oregon.

■Br. Frank Kamarunas, age 85, entered into rest April 20 after
a two- month hospital stay for intestinal-colon cancer. Br. Cliff
Trevethan witnessed the Truth to him over a ten- year period before
he consecrated more than 35 years ago. Br. Frank experienced the
blessing promised in Matthew 18:20 "where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them." Isolated,
Br. Frank enjoyed audio and video tapes of the conventions. He is
survived by his wife of 58 years, Sr. Marguerite (27 Luzerne St.,
Hanover Township, PA 18706) and a daughter Sr. Shar Brewster
(266 Valley Manor Dr., Newfield, NY 14867). Br. Don Horein
conducted the funeral service April 23 for the ten in attendance.
■Br. Vincent Kowalewski of the Ithaca, New York Ecclesia
finished his walk in the narrow way May 8 at the age of 86. He
learned the Truth from his parents Br. Walter and Sr Emily while
attending the Polish Ecclesia in Chicago. He was immersed at
Epworth Forest in Lake Webster, Indiana in 1939—one of the first
Mid-West General conventions. While volunteering at the Dawn
he met Sr. Ruth Frey and they married in 1942. He is survived by
his wife Sr. Ruth; five daughters: Anna Hunt, Ruthe Williams, Rachel Harel, Lois Crown and Rebecca Moore; two sons: Steven and
Timothy; 13 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren. Br. Don
Horein conducted his memorial service June 12 with a witness to
over 100 in attendance.

a second showing within an hour. Thirty-five
public waited. We were thankful for the 30
brethren who drove one hour to Anderson
after the Indiana-Ohio Convention to support
the effort. Thus, a comfortable audience of
65 saw the second showing. Ninety-three
people left their names for the free booklet
"The Israeli- Arab Peace Process and Bible
Prophecy." and thirty-five purchased the DVD
"Israel Fulfilling Bible Prophecy."
Through responses from on-line purchases for additional booklets an order
was received for 300 booklets. Some have
indicted they have shown the DVD in their
church. One minister, after the Los Angeles
public meeting, said he was going to show
the DVD to his congregation and also have
it shown in some Baptist churches in other
cities. We have observed from previous
showings that people have driven one to two
hours to attend. ❑

■Sr. Ella Neale of the Toronto Ecclesia entered into rest August 12
in her 86th year. She attended the Bible Students for seven years as
a result of hearing "The Divine Plan of the Ages" on television. She
spent the last nine months in a nursing home and the past seven years
in a wheelchair. Though in pain, she faithfully attended meetings
and was an enthusiastic participant in discussions. Almost blind,
she believed her spiritual sight was increasing. Her favorite Bible
chapter was Psalms 107. She is survived by two sons, four grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
■Sr. Gladys Winans of the Wilmington/Chesapeake City Ecclesia
entered into rest September 25 at the age of 87 after eight years of
numerous health problems. She and her husband Br. Fred learned the
Truth through the efforts of a colporteur and consecrated in 1972. She
is survived by a sister-in-law, Adele Johnson (18610 Ilene, Detroit,
MI 48221); and a nephew James Ali (24028 Pierce St., Southfield,
MI 48075) whom Sr. Gladys and Br. Fred helped raise. Br. Tim
Armstrong conducted the funeral service October 3.
■Sr. Helene A. Roberts of the New York Ecclesia was relieved of
her suffering September 12 at age 88. For more than ten years she
lived with a rare lung condition, interstitial pulmonary fibrosis, which
made breathing so difficult she felt like she was suffocating. Since
her March 15 pulmonary hypertension attack she had been either in
a hospital, rehabilitation center or nursing home with the exception
of a few days at home. Through all her pain her caregivers noticed
her sweet uncomplaining disposition.
For almost twenty years Sr. Helene had the care of her mother
Sr. Helene Jones who lived to be 101. As her care became more demanding Sr. Helene was unable to attend meetings or conventions.
After her mother's death in 1986 she was spiritually refreshed, by
traveling with her brother, Br. Stephen Jones to conventions. She
See Entered Into Rest page 19
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Disengagement—Why?
An open letter to the Jewish people...
The quarter page ad on the right was placed
in the Star Ledger—New Jersey's largest
newspaper—and the New York Sun—a
small New York City newspaper by Br. Kenneth Rawson. Ed.

The advertisement was directed to Jews who
are Religious Zionists (Modern Orthodox).
In an effort to, as tactfully as possible, encourage the Jewish people in North America
to emigrate to Israel. The advertisement was
developed to appeal to their Jewish faith to
return to Israel.
The purpose of the advertisement was not
to collect names but to invite Jewish people
to the website www.israelsdestiny.com
where they can access material to increase
their faith.

Another Feature of the
Comfort Message
By purchasing 'keywords' secular Jews
have been brought to the website www.
jewishheritage.com to obtain a free copy
of the booklet "Embrace Your Jewish
Heritage." The purpose of the booklet is
to develop faith in the Bible. In addition to
regular secular Jews responding, many say
that they have just learned that one of their
parents or grandparents was Jewish.
Many thrilling responses are from India
and Pakistan where individuals speak of
being members of tribes, that for centuries,
have kept the Jewish Sabbath and holy days.
They know their ancestors were Jews but
they know nothing about the Jewish religion.
They want our booklet to learn about their
roots. They want to translate the booklet into
their tribal dialect.

Why The Gaza
Disengagement?
From Hawk to Dove. Whatever the reason, Sharon ordered Jews to dispossess Jews
from their homes that Israeli leaders since Ben Gurion have urged them to possess.
Four small settlements in Samaria were also slated to go.
Why the Disengagement?

The cost of the IDF defending 9,000 Gaza settlers among a million Palestinians
drained the economy. Consequently, one third of Israelis live in poverty. Since many
non-religious Israelis feel this is criminal, they favored disengagement.
Why the Disengagement?

Instead of arguing the Land issue with the secular Left, the Biblical Zionists should
have fulfilled their responsibility of a massive faith outreach to the secular Left. If
convicted to a Biblical faith, many of the secular Left would have more readily accepted Israel's full Land rights.
But, instead of a faith outreach to the secular Left Israelis, the Biblical Zionists
reached out to the Evangelical Christians. They hoped their own faith buttressed by
the billions of Evangelical dollars would save the "greater Israel" land concept. The
"Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord our God is One" Biblical Zionists marching arm in arm
with the Hear, 0 Israel, the Lord your God is Three Evangelicals is most unfortunate.
Certainly this was and is a formula for disaster.
Why the Disengagement?

Some of the most vociferous opposition to disengagement was raised by Zionists
living in the US. What a shame they were not living in Israel. If 250,000 Jews lived in
Gaza instead of 9,000 it would have rendered disengagement impossible. Let's face
reality. Gaza was doomed because not enough Biblical Zionists were willing to settle
there. Israel is fast becoming a Post-Zionist State Thankfully, it is still a haven for
oppressed Jews. But Israel has to be more. Israel has to be filled with Zionists whose
Biblical ideals will give them no rest until they go home to Zion.
God's Wake up Call
-

Divine Plan from page 15
Foundation has assisted both ecclesias and
individuals conducting showings of "The
Messiah" video and of the "For This Cause"
multimedia production.
With the coming of free religious assembly
and activity in Romania, the Foundation provided printing equipment and assistance for the
acquisition of a meeting hall in Romania. In
recent years, support has been made available
for public witness efforts of individuals and
ecclesias such as the Hope (IN) Ecclesia' s
"Black Expo" effort in Indianapolis, Indiana—as well as providing assistance to the
Oakland County Bible Students in their support of the witnessing work in India. Most
recently, the Foundation has responded to the
need for assistance created by the "Internet
Key-Word Advertising" carried on by the Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio. Their
See Divine Plan page 19

God's alarm clock sounded in 1967 when God gave Judea, Samaria and Gaza to
Israel. What did the Biblical Zionists do with this gift? Not much! A final warning
sounded on August 15, 2005. Unless Biblical Zionists act now, most or all of Samaria
and Judea, Israel's heartland, could also be given away.
Protests have failed, but 400,000 additional Jewish settlers in the so-called "West
Bank" would render any further land giveaway impossible. New Israeli elections and
a new government are likely. The near future might well provide an open door for
active settlement while the U.S. and Western Europe are tied up in other crises. Seize
or make the opportunity! Your faith will be rewarded.
Yours in the peace and prosperity of Zion,
Pastor Kenneth Rawson
To read the commendations by Jewish leaders in the US and Israel about
Pastor Rawson' s non-proselytizing work on behalf of the Jewish people go to
www.israelsdestiny.com Also obtain my dynamic DVD on Israel for $5.95.

"...my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved." Romans 10:1
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World News Briefs
■'The global economy has a potentially fatal flaw in its reliance on the US dollar. A
sudden massive sell-off of US dollars would
cause the collapse of economies around the
world. Former Federal Reserve Chair Paul
Volcker believes there is a 75 percent chance
of a dollar crash in the next five years. The
Australian—August 29

■Open warfare over the future of the European Union broke out when member nations failed to agree to a long-term budget.
Britain and France could not agree on farm
subsidies and paying for the EU' s recent
enlargement. The EU hoped that a budget
accord would counteract the rejection of the
proposed constitution by French and Dutch
voters. Yahoo News—June 18
■Israel will soon be home to the largest
Jewish community in the world for the first
time in two millennia. While the U.S. has
slightly more Jews than Israel, its Jewish
population is declining. Israel is one of the
few countries where the Jewish population
is growing. BBC—July 11
■Worsening pollution and the increasing
seizure of farmland for development is
sparking social instability in China. Violent
public protests are increasing, particularly in

rural areas where 800 million people have
yet to share in China's economic boom.
Yahoo News—July 4
• Palestinian president Abbas officially
withdrew recognition from Greek Orthodox
Patriarch Irineos I to force the embattled
patriarch to step down. "We have decided
to issue a decree to dismiss Irineos I from
his position as the patriarch of Jerusalem
and the Holy Land and to revoke all rights
and privileges which go with this position,"
Abbas said. EN/—July 15
• China' s economy, growing at a 9 percent
annual rate, is expected to become the
world's second largest by 2020. Never
before has a country risen as fast as China
A recent intelligence report warns that
China's economy could drive the world's
most powerful companies to lean more toward the east than the west, displacing more
middle-class workers in the US and Europe,
making Washington increasingly irrelevant.
USNWR—June 20
■A lawyer suing Pope Benedict for allegedly covering up sexual abuse of children said
he would challenge US diplomatic recognition of the Vatican if President Bush gives
diplomatic immunity to the pope. Daniel

Shea plans to challenge the constitutionality
of US recognition of the Vatican as a sovereign state. Previous court challenges on the
US recognition of the Vatican's sovereignty
have failed. Associated Press—August 17
• Scientists in the US have discovered a
gene that can keep mice alive for 30 percent
longer than normal. Because humans have a
similar gene, researchers hope boosting the
activity of the gene can lengthen the human
life span and provide greater quality in the
final years of life. While the gene delays
the effects of old age, loss of muscle tone,
weakening of bones and arterial clogging,
one downside is that mice in the experiment
are less fertile. BBC—August 28
• In celebration of Israel's Gaza withdrawal,
senior Hamas commander Mohammed Dief
stated to Israelis "Today you are leaving
hell. But we promise you that tomorrow all
Palestine will be hell for you." Associated
Press—August 28
■Israeli researchers have shown that
hydrogen fuel can be produced with the
help of sunlight. The breakthrough may
allow for environmentally sound production on a large scale. Hydrogen could
be the pollution-free fuel of the future.
Israel2lc. org—September ❑

Religion in the News
■World Council of Churches Secretary
Kobia said after meeting Pope Benedict
XVI that he wanted to work with the Roman Catholic Church to address the decline
of Christianity in Europe and increase its
growth in Africa. Kobia stressed the need
for unity based on "the mutual recognition
of churches as churches," while Benedict
promised to "work tirelessly" to unify all
Christians ENI/Yahoo News—June 16
■Southern Baptist President Welch challenged churches through the denomination
to dramatically increase their witnessing
efforts. The initiative calls for Southern
Baptists to baptize one million people in the
coming year. Last year, more than 10,000
SBC churches reported they had no baptisms. Agape Press—July 1

on Christian holiness as the reason for the
decline of Christianity in the UK. Agape
Press—July
■The Roman Catholic World Youth Day
was the biggest worship service ever on
German soil with more than one million participants from 200 countries. Pope Benedict
XVI promised participants total indulgence,
provided they confess their sins, repent and
receive Holy Communion Assist News
Service—August 24
■The World Council of Churches inaugu-

MA new book lays the blame for the moral

rated a new Ecumenical Research Centre to
build bridges and promote understanding
between the different religions of the world.
"The world has become a global village and
the phenomenon of religious plurality can
no longer be ignored," said WCC General
Secretary Kobia. ENI—July 1

collapse of British society upon the clergy.
More than 91 percent of 14,000 churchgoers
surveyed about the state of British churches
indicated that their ministers hardly seemed
to believe in Christianity. Seventy five
percent responded that the lack of emphasis

■Venezuelan Cardinal Lara accused
President Chavez of accumulating too much
power and seizing control of all the branches
of government. Amid growing tensions between the church and government, Chavez

called the church leadership a "tumor."
More than 90 percent of Venezuela's population is Catholic. Yahoo News—July 18
■Experts say that emotional and sexual
entrapment happens in the church. Men
who are not seeking sincere relationships
but are preying upon women are common
in churches. The modern church lacks
accountability in this area. Charisma News
Service—July 20

NUS church leaders have stepped up calls
for US withdrawal from Iraq. "It has become
clear that the rationale for invasion was at
best a tragic mistake, at worst a clever deception," said a National Council of Churches
statement. EN/—July 1
■Nearly 400 people from 20 nations
convened in Portsmouth, England believe
God is positioning the church for "a new
Europe." Organizers of Target Europe
aim to "restore the apostolic and prophetic
foundations of our continent." Charisma
News Service—August 16 ❑
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Conventions
"Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD" I

Chronicles 16:10

2005

For reservations contact: Mark Moody. Phone: (502) 267-9843.
E-mail• jmm-mem@att.net

October 28-30 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible
Students Annual. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Route
119, Connellsville, PA. Five speakers. Contact the Secretary: Judy
Cramer, 324 Town Country Road, Vanderbilt, PA. 15486. Phone:
(724) 677-4633. E-mail: Cramer1874@aol.com

2006

November 10-13 Bedford, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students.
Comfort Inn & Suites, DFW West, Bedford, TX. Five speakers. Theme text: Psalm 100:1-5. For reservations contact: David
Wilmott, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (817)
478-1116. E-mail• wilmott@juno.com
November 24-27 Hudson, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Annual.
Holiday Inn, 240 E. Hines Hill Road, Hudson, OH. Four speakers
Contact: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216.
Phone: (330) 882-3309. E-mail: jklich@infionline.net

February 18, 19 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Theme: The Great Pyramid—God's Stone Witness,
Isa.19:19,20. Howard Johnson's Plaza Hotel, 2124 S. Hamilton
Rd., Columbus, OH. Six speakers. Contact the Secretary: Deborah
Stewart, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614) 8901814. E-mail: ransomed2 @ earthlink net
April 8, 9 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake City
Ecclesia Annual Pre-Memorial. For information contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720.
Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail: tlarm1874@earthlink net

November 25,26 Jeffersonville, Indiana. The New Albany-Louisville Bible Students. Ramada Inn Riverfront, 700 West Riverside
Drive (I-65, Exit 0), Jeffersonville, IN 47130. Three speakers.

August 5, 6 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Winnipeg Bible
Students Annual. Northwood Community Centre, 1415 Burrows
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. For information contact the
convention committee chairman: Barry Kuly. Phone: (204) 7579166. E-mail: thekuly@shaw.ca ❑

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following points: 1)
That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 24:45-47;
2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 3) That the
Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic Covenant, the

New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the Church class
is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six Volumes of
Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings of Pastor
C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25);
6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) That
the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Entered Into Rest from page 16

was thankful for the years of renewed fellowship with the brethren.
Her husband Br. George died in 1984.
She is survived by her daughter Linette Roberts (250 Garth Rd.,
Apt. 4L3, Scarsdale, NY 10583) who provided her with loving care
in her home the last 12 years; a son: Stephen; one brother: Br.
Stephen Jones and one grandchild. . Br. George Passios conducted
the funeral service September 15 with 100 in attendance.
• Br. Louis F. Bratus, a deacon of the Vancouver, B.C. Ecclesia died
July 22 at age 82 after a consecrated
walk of more than 36 years. After his
wife Sr. Audrey was reprimanded by
the priest for reading the Bible, Br.
Louis decided he would never go
to the Catholic Church again. They
eagerly responded to an invitation to
a public meeting from his consecrated
coworkers. Br. Louis maintained his
faith through many trials including
the accidental death of a son Keith in
1989. He is survived by three sons:
Alan, Larry, Craig; two daughters:
Diann Garth (2316-150 B St., Surrey, BC V4A 8P5), Maureen Friesen
and four grandchildren. His wife of
52 years, Sr. Audrey died in 1999. The family arranged a private
memorial service.

• Sr. Jeannette Weaver, age 87 of the Clarkston and Spokane, WA
Ecclesias died September 26 of heart failure. Sr. Jeannette moved to
Lewiston, Idaho in 1960 after receiving the Truth from her husband
Floyd' s family She is survived by her daughter Norma Everett,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Her daughter arranged the
funeral service September 28 for the 50 who attended. ❑

Divine Plan from page 17

effort has led to an overwhelming demand for mailing literature to
thousands of people each month over the past year.
Over $230,000.00 have been donated and distributed to promote the Harvest Truth. The Foundation would be pleased to hear
from ecclesias which are contemplating Harvest Truth projects or
witness activities and are in need of some financial support. The
ability of the Divine Plan Foundation to continue these efforts
to distribute assistance depends upon the brethren's awareness
of the Foundation's function and availability of funds to meet
needed assistance. Since the Foundation is recognized by the IRS
as a nonprofit organization, it will provide the brethren with the
appropriate documentation for tax exempt donations, as well as
information which may be needed to make bequests to continue
this work. Please direct any questions or comments to the Secretary/Treasurer, Br. Laddie Stewart. Brethren may write to The
Divine Plan Foundation, PO Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086-0813
or E-mail• secy-treas@divineplanfoundation.com ❑
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Statement of Purpose

In this Issue:

Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
Place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

