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"Family of Blessings" - Japanese Update 
As reported (See New Brethren, Winter, 
2004) four Japanese brethren were 
immersed in November, 2004. This update 
brings us the 
thrilling story, of 
the events leading 
to their decision to 
consecrate. Ed. 
In the South 
Pacific, Br. Owen 
Kindig, then a U.S. 
soldier, prayed 
that he would not 
have to take a life 
during WWII. 
When he returned 
home, Br. Owen 
told Sr. Peg, his 
wife, that he would 
go back to Japan someday and take the 
Harvest Message. Br. Owen considered it an 
answer to prayer when the door to Japan was 
opened and he was permitted to take the 
Truth there. 

A short time later in mid March of 1945, 
during the U.S. bombing of Tokyo, Br. Tadasu 
Ishikawa, (Br. Takeki's father) dove into a 

bomb shelter and was saved from sure death. 
Br. Ishikawa pulled his Bible from his pocket 
and opened it to Isaiah 41:10 "Fear thou not; 
for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 

thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness." Br. Tadasu 

Ishikawa prayed 
to God for help 
and attributed his 
miraculous sur-
vival to God's 
blessing. Over 
100,000 Japanese 
people were killed 
during that two-
day raid in which 
339 bombers de- 
stroyed 16 square 
miles of Tokyo. 

A In 1968, when 
Br. Art Newell 
was in Japan, he 

gave a public talk which was a follow-up to a 
radio program. The radio program was writ-
ten by Br. Robert Seklemian and was in a 
question and answer format. The talk had 

See Japanese Update page 2 

Left to right: Brs. Takeki Ishikawa and Tatsumi Katsuno, Srs. Noriko Ishikaw a and Kayoko Katsuno 

SeCitetWitiO Yen, Laid Dawn 
Greetings in the Lord. For more than 25 years 
Sr. Mildred Raffel (See Entered into Rest) 
faithfully served as Secretary of the Bible 
Students Newsletter. She co-labored with 
her husband, the editor, Br. Alvin, for 14 
years until his death. Seeking the Lord's 
guidance continually, she agonized over 
content to be sure every word would glorify 
God and bless the brethren. Sensitive to 
controversies in the brotherhood, she 
sought the consecrated advice of respected 
elders after Br. Alvin's death to be sure that 
the Newsletter would hold the standard of 
Present Truth high, in a manner edifying and 
uplifting. In the last few years, Sr. Mildred 
passed on to the Miami Valley brethren her 
experience in the Newsletter's production 
and continued as an advisor until 
immediately prior to her death. 

A few months after the Raffel' s retirement 
in 1972, the Dayton Ecclesia accepted the 
privileges and responsibilities of producing 
the Bible Students Newsletter. The original 
committee produced one issue and then  

turned the production— along with 
the names of 350 brethren and $75—
over to the Raffels with the assurance 
the Newsletter would be supported by 
voluntary contributions. They went to 
work immediately typing out the 
six-page, second issue on an electric 
typewriter and hand-collated and 
folded it for mailing. 

Br. and Sr. Raffel tried to ensure that 
the Newsletter kept pace with advances 
in technology. Prior to personal com-
puters, brethren photocopied master 
label sheets, typeset material, pasted 
up the galleys by hand and printed the 
Newsletter in one of the brethrens ga-
rage. A substantial bequest in 1980 
made it possible to begin printing the 
Newsletter professionally. Personal 
computers eventually revolutionized the pro-
duction with desktop publishing, mail man-
agement and article submissions via e-mail. 
Various brethren assisted in the work but the 
Raffels planned and managed the produc- 

tion. Brethren visiting the Raffel home often 
helped to prepare a Newsletter mailing, 
proofed articles or updated the mailing list. 
Through many changes and a variety of 

See Secretary's Pen page 13 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou [art] with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." 

Psalms 23:4 

■Sr.HarrietDoctor(1327 Brown St. #610, Des 
Plaines, IL 60016, e-mail: walter7258  @ aol.com) 
underwent successful and minimally invasive 
gall bladder surgery February 3. She and her 
husband Br. Walter are thankful for the loving 
sentiments and prayers of the brethren. 
Romans 8:28 

■Sr. Evelyn MacAlister is grieving the death of her husband Br. 
Allon (See Entered into Rest). She desires to thank the brethren for 
their cards, phone calls, flowers and especially their sustaining 
prayers on Br. Allon' s and her behalf during his illness and for herself 
during her bereavement. She is looking to the Lord for wisdom from 
above in the many decisions that lie ahead. 

• Br.DanLarson (5445 West 149thSt. , OakForest, IL 60452,e-mail 
danlarson1874 @ aol.com) had double bypass surgery January 19 and 
by the Lord's grace is recovering well. Br. Danrelates, "Looking back 
on the experience, I always felt the Lord's overruling providence and 
was at ease. As of March 21, I will be returning to work and will 
continue cardiac rehabilitation until June 1. The cards, flowers, e-
mails and most of all the prayers have been a source of great strength. 
I appreciate the love that prompted them. I have always heard about 
`feeling the prayers of the brethren' but after experiencing it, I can say 
that it is really true." "Pray without ceasing" 1 Thess. 5:17 

Elk. Mike Patrick (216 N. Detroit St., Bellefontaine, OH 43311) is 
thankful that his wife Vanora did not have to undergo surgery to 
correct a serious condition for which she was hospitalized for over 
a week in mid January. She had a blood clot near her heart caused by 
complications from lupus. Surgery was at first deemed necessary but 
the doctors were able to control her condition with medication. The 
family thanks the brethren for their prayers. 

■Br.JosephSuraci (1270N. HighSt. Apt. 405,EastHaven, CT06512, 
e-mail: joseph.suraci@comcast.net)  was rushed to the hospital 

January 12 after failing a stress test. His 
condition required angioplasty and a stent to 
repair an artery with 97 percent blockage. This 
is his second brush with death recently. A few 
weeks earlier, he hesitated at a green light when 
he states, his body just "froze." A moment later 
a car sped through the red light, right where he 
would have been if he had proceeded. Br. 

Joseph is thankful he is still able to continue serving the Lord. 

■Sr. Jean Orr (141 Shack Hollow Rd., Salem, SC 29676, e-mail: 
jeanosteenorr@hotmail.com)  is grieved by the sudden death of her 
husband at age 63. Jimmie died January 11 fromaheart attack50 miles 

from home while visiting their daughter. Sr. Jean can see the Lord's 
hand in the circumstances of his death. Being isolated, she did not 
have consecrated brethren available for the funeral. She arranged to 
have hymns sung with a kingdom message and Acts 3:19-21 read at 
the Baptist Church where his family attends. 

■Sr. Luella Harp (do Susan Shultz, 3762 N. 
Station Dr., Columbus, IN 47203, e-mail: 
susan.shultz@comcast.net)  was hospitalized 
March 10 for pneumonia and dehydration. 
Suffering from Alzheimer' s, at age 93, she was 
very confused by the change in her 
environment. Sr. Susan Shultz monitors Sr. 
Luella' s care and is deeply concerned for her 
grandmother who taught her the Truth. 

■Sr. Mary Geisinger expresses love and thanks, "I, and the family, 
appreciate the thoughts, prayers, cards, calls, etc. re:  the loss of my 
daughter Sr. Marsha Hauke. (See Entered into Rest) It is impossible 
to write to all of you, so please accept this as my sincere and loving 
thanks for these expressions of love on our behalf. To say her loss 
has affected all of us, would be an understatement. In four months 
time from surgery she was gone. If it were not for the plan of God and 
the hope we have, it would be difficult to accept fully but we look 
forward to the future when we will be reunited. We know this will also 
be true of all of mankind when the Kingdom is fully established. We 
long for that time. God bless all of you and be assured of my prayers 
on behalf of the brethren the world over." 

• Sr. Estelle Gill (6285 Freeman Rd., Westerville, OH 43082, e-mail: 
BnEGill@aol.com)  is saddened by the death of her father on January 
26 at age 81. He suffered the last five years with 
hydrocephalus (NPH) causing dementia and 
inability to walk. Sr. Estelle andherhusband Br. 
Bill have had a tumultuous five years with a 
variety of care giving experiences for both her 
father and her mother as they lived with the 
Gills. They continue to have the care of her 
mother who is impaired by very mild dementia 
and frequent mini-strokes. Sr. Estelle' s mother, although not 
consecrated herself, loves the brethren and supports Br. Bill and Sr. 
Estelle in their consecrations. Additionally, Br. Bill's 92-year-old 
mother had a bad fall, which required an emergency visit to her home 
in Phoenix. After spending several weeks in intensive care, she 
recovered in a rehabilitation unit of the hospital and is now at home 
with her husband. The Gills wish to thank all of the brethren for the 
warm outpouring of love throughout their experiences. They thank 
the Lord for the privilege to share with him in being touched with the 
world's infirmities. ❑ 

Japanese Update From page 1 

been advertised only on the radio and in newspapers as door to 
door witnessing is looked upon with disgust in Japan — a person would 
not go on another's property to deliver pamphlets or material. It was 
at this public talk that both Br. Tadasu Ishikawa and Sr. Junko 
Kamada-Holmes attended where they made their initial contact with 
the Truth, both eventually making a consecration to sacrifice. 

From August 1978 to July 1979, Br. Robert and Sr. Rachel Alex- 

ander lived in Japan with their three youngest children—Sr. Laural 
Kirkham and Brs. Scott and Schuyler. They conducted nine meetings 
a week. Br. Takeki's father Br. Tadasu Ishikawa attended every 
meeting taking trains and buses on his way to and from the meetings. 
Br. Tatsumi and Sr. Kayoko Katsuno also attended every meeting. 

This was the beginning of a "family of blessings." On November 

See Japanese Update page 6 



Entered Into Res 
"Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God... and I will write upon him the name of my God..." Revelation 3:12 

Newsletter's Dearly Beloved Secretary has Died 
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■Sr. Mildred Raffel of the Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia died from 
colon cancer January 11 at age 93. During the last year she suffered 
a heart attack, colon surgery and the increasing loss of her hearing, 
eyesight and independence. 

Reared in a Catholic family in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania area, 
the young Mildred Rosenberger was introduced to the Bible by her 
grandmother Sr. Rebecca Valentine. Her young mind, relieved that 
there was no burning hell or purgatory, rejoiced in the knowledge of 
the Kingdom. After her grandmother's death, she tried for two years 
to find her "grandmother's people," i.e., those who believed in God's 
Kingdom. In 1934 the Lord directed her to Br. and Sr. Hutchinson who 
had been colporteurs in Brother Russell's day. After entreating them 
repeatedly for something to read, they shared a tattered copy of The 
Divine Plan of the Ages. With a hungry heart, she read through the 
night, fmishing the book and making a full and unreserved consecra-
tion in the morning. Her consecration and evident grasp of the Truth 
created an interest among family members. Two years later her mother 
Sr. Gertrude followed her in consecration. Later still, other family 
members consecrated —two aunts, two sisters and two nieces. 

Sr. Mildred was immersed at the 1934 Reunion Convention and 
attended the Pittsburgh Ecclesia, which was then only five years old. 
She met many brethren who had personal acquaintance with Pastor 
Russell and who stood for the Harvest message during the contro-
versies of the 1920s. Sr. Mildred treasured the memory of their zeal 
and commitment to the Harvest Truth that set her course for the 70 
years of her consecrated walk. In almost every testimony she would 
express gratitude for the teachings and life work of that "faithful and 
wise servant." 

In 1940 she married Br. Alvin Raffel in Dayton, Ohio and began 
work at the Dayton Art Institute where she was eventually promoted 
to the position of business manager and twice was the interim 
director. Years later she saw the Lord's hand in this, as her work 
experiences were a necessary preparation for planning and managing 
the Bible Students Newsletter. 

With an active mind, which held high consecration ideals, her 
probing questions and self-criticism made others reflect on the 
standard the Lord expects of his con-
secrated followers. Always conscious 
of the Lord's will, she was determined 
to acquiesce to him regardless of 
earthly obstacles and inconveniences 
to the flesh. She counted "all things 
loss for the excellency of the knowl-
edge of Christ Jesus..." Phil. 3:8 

Those who knew Sr. Mildred were 
well acquainted with her sympathetic 
and listening heart. As a "mother in 
Zion" she was interested in the expe-
riences of her brethren and often had 
the "right word fitly spoken" to as- 
sist. Her heart was full of gratitude to 
the Lord for his boundless grace and 
to his people for services rendered. Her active personal prayer life 
with her Father was the source of her strong Christian faith and joy. 

In later years, Sr. Mildred's eyesight and hearing progressively 
failed. In the late 90s she learned to use computers for the blind to 
enlarge type and later to scan and read text to her. Convention 
audiotapes sustained her during many a sleepless night. Always 
rejoicing and thanking the Lord she continued living on her own as 
long as she could and did not display even a hint of self-pity. Her 
sister, Sr. Helen Johnson provided for her care during her fmal 
months. 

Brs. James Watkins and Richard Peddemors delivered her funeral 
message January 17 to about 70 family, friends and brethren as-
sembled. She is survived by siblings Sr. Helen Johnson (123 W. Fair 
Meadows Dr., Canonsburg, PA 15317), Elsie Nixon and George 
Rosenberger and many nieces and nephews, including Sr. Virginia 
Nusz (4209 Dog Leg Dr., Nevillwood, PA 15142). 

■Sr. Marsha Hauke of the Baltimore Area Bible Students ended 
her 32-yearwalk in thenarrow way January 30, being takenby cancer at 

the age of 54. Sr. Marsha was raised 
in the consecrated home of her 
parents Br. William and Sr. Mary 
Geisinger. 

While rearing their son, Br. David 
and Sr. Marsha hosted weekend 
youth seminars with up to 40 brethren 
in their home. Her loving service and 
talent for organizing were also dem-
onstrated in the many visits and con-
tacts she made with isolated and eld-
erly brethren across the country. Con-
scientious and often distressed by 
her imperfections, Sr. Marsha kept 
serving the Lord. 

She is survived by her husband of 
29 years, Br. David (46 Heather Rd., Newark, DE 19702, e-mail: 
davhauke@udel.edu);  one son Jonathan; mother Sr. Mary (2723 
Shipley Rd. #10, Wilmington, DE 19810) and aunt Sr. Helen Bielecki. 
Br. Ken Rawson conducted a memorial service in Wilmington, 
Delaware February 12 attended by 140 who were mostly brethren.  

■Br. Allon MacAlister of Buffalo, New York died January 21, one 
day after his 80 th  birthday, as a result of a massive stroke suffered 
January 2. He died as he lived, quietly. 
Of Scottish descent he was always 
composed, thoughtful and a 
stabilizing influence. He was reared in 
the consecrated home of Br. William 
and Sr. Minnie During 46 years of 
consecration he traveled across the 
United States and Canada giving 
discourses and providing 
transportation to brethren. He and his 
wife Sr. Evelyn hosted conventions 
and studies in their home and 
faithfully ministered to the needs of 
the isolated brethren in upstate New 
York and southern Ontario. For most 
of 30 years Br. Allon was the only 
elder of the Western New York Bible Students Ecclesia which 
dissolved at his death. Br. Allon suffered the loss of his first wife Sr. 
011ie in 1974. He leaves behind his wife Sr. Evelyn (46 Paradise Rd., 
East Amherst, NY 14051); three daughters; Sr. Joyce Lagno 
(1201East Cooke Rd., Columbus, OH 43224), Sr. Elaine MacAlister- 

See Entered into Rest page 7 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word [was] in my tongue." II Samuel 23:2 

Testimonies at Louisville, KY November 26, 2004 

The Adversary Did Not Want the Work to Go On 
Br. Edward Winske, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 

"We are thankful to be here, as we did not know 
we were coming until about 8:30 this morning. 
However, we were determined to come and be 
with you. We are very thankful for the love 
and support that the brethren have given us 
through our experience. A lot of 'righteous' 
men prayed for us and by our experience it was 
the only way we were able to land the job that 

we have in three weeks, which is quite remarkable. 
"As the brethren know, our class is involved in the Internet 

witness work. About one month ago, there was not a single person 
in the class that did not have some big experience happen to them. 
All 15 of us got hit—within a two-week period of time—with some-
thing major. It was as if the Adversary did not want the witness work 
to go on. The brethren met together and began sharing their 
experiences and said that we were not going to let them beat us. We 
need to keep on with the Internet work. When the computer server 
system brought Br. Ron Palmgren down, our witness work was 
directly affected as well. We are getting about 125-150 responses per 
day and all of a sudden that was gone, along with the other computer-
generated work we do as well. By the Lord's overruling, a couple of 
brethren were able to dedicate almost 120 straight hours to get things 
back together. We also send out about 20,000 End Times Newsletters 
per issue and the present article, is on Spiritism. The Adversary did 
everything he could to fight it, to the point that our printer was having 
so many problems that he called Br. Laddie Stewart and said, 'I cannot 
do it. I do not know what is going on.' He was perplexed because of 
all the difficulties he was encountering to print the newsletter. But 
by a lot of prayers, it was printed and mailed out and we are thankful. 

"Through the experience we went through personally as a family, 
the Lord has been extremely gracious. We have never been without 
and have a lot given to us, without asking. It developed into a study 
for me in an area I was not pursuing. There are three scriptures that 
the Lord brought to mind, very familiar ones to all of you but this time 
they were brought to more prominence to us. The lead scripture that 
kept coming over through this experience is Malachi 3:10: 'Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will 
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that [there shall] not [be room] enough [to receive it].' ...It brought 
to mind the aspect of proving or testing. This developed into a study 
that has been absolutely thrilling. Mainly, the aspect of going to the 
Lord in prayer, like children, saying, 'Daddy, you promised.' Another 
blessing encountered was going through the old prophets, espe-
cially Moses. He went before God and told him because of the promise 
made to Father Abraham, you promised you would not wipe us out 
or how else will we become a blessing? Or when Hezekiah rolled the 
scroll out before God and read it to him. These men were bold, faithful 
and had confidence in their Father that he would take care of them.... 
We are very thankful to be here—may the Lord bless all of you." 

Spiritual Food 
Sr. MeriLyn Mosley, Huntsville (AL) Bible Students 
"...We are thankful to be here and thankful for the convention. It has 
been uplifting for me. Just being around the brethren helps me a lot. 
Life in Alabama has been moving fast lately, that it is sometimes hard 
to keep up. I have been in a situation where I thought I was going to 
have this small, part-time job at home, which has turned into a full-time 

job and more than I can do. It has just about totally consumed me and 
has been very hard. That is why I am so thankful to be here, around 
the brethren. I am thankful to have the spiritual food that I need, which 
is what keeps me going and how we help each other. Even if there are 
only a few together, it is worth it. It is such a blessing to me to be 
around brethren..." 

The Lord's Providences 
Sr. Luann Winske, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
"...It has been interesting in our experience that some of the people 
around me from the world have been going through trying 
experiences. One of the people I was talking 
to— who is a person who gives a lot—is now 
on the receiving end of things. I was talking to 
her about the Lord's providences in our lives, 
expressing how sometimes the Lord puts 
providences in others' lives too and that it is 
harder to receive than to give. She said, 'You 
know, that is something that I am learning.' 
So I appreciated the opportunity to give that little bit of a witness 
because I do not get to witness much... I am thankful to the Lord for 
putting it there for me to do. I appreciate the Lord' s providence and 
for being able to be here in Louisville..." 

Testimonies at Chicago, IL December 31, 2004-January 1, 2005 

Chicago Winter Seminar Blessings 
Br. Dustin Hack, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"I want to publicly thank the Lord...for the blessings he has given me 
this last year. It has been amazing and it seems God tends to teach 

lessons in different ways—putting you 
through trials and different experiences...This 
year, instead of putting me on my back and 
having me learn lessons through my mistakes, 
God has been teaching me through blessings 
and happiness. It is such a joy—it has been 
beautiful. My faith is strengthened. I hope 
yours was as well. The Lord ended this year 

with the winter seminar. I have been to many seminars throughout 
the years here.... The Truth is just on fire in the youth of the Bible 
Students' movement. It has been great being with the friends I grew 
up with and now being baptized with. It is unbelievable. I want to 
thank God for these many blessings and for all of you..." 

We Are a Family 
Sr. Kathy Tallent, Atlanta, GA 
"I had to thank everybody for all their prayers during everything we 
have gone through this year. We could not have gotten through it 
without your prayers.... I was diagnosed with breast cancer in April 
2004 but I am doing just fine. All my checkups have been good. They 
found a cyst on my ovary a couple of weeks ago, so I have surgery 
planned on Wednesday to have that taken out. I had my radiation 
treatments and I did not do the chemotherapy—so we are just going 
day by day... I want to bring the love of my husband Br. Larry and 
Br. and Sr. Roach fromLenore, North Carolina Many of youremember 
them from years ago. They are getting older and Sr. Roach has been 
diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. They could use your prayers. 

"... We are a family and we cannot do anything without the Lord. 
He is our strength. This has been a year of many blessings — as trials 
are blessings too if we grow and learn from them. That is the most 
important thing. We must grow closer to the Lord with every passing 
day. I would like to ask an interest in your prayers." 



Grateful for Seventh Messenger 
Br. Ben Dunajski, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"I am thankful to testify. I cannot help but especially think of the 
scripture that 'he shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his 
wings shalt thou trust.' Well, brethren, I was 
under the heavenly Father's wings and our 
Lord Jesus, and he covered me through all the 
experiences we have had this year. It began a 
year ago with surgery in December on my 
bladder. Then, we went to Michigan to the 
convention and I had a heart attack. I would not 
be appreciative enough if I did not testify before 
the brethren of the wonderful care I have had throughout the year 
from my heavenly Father...I appreciate it very much and it is good that 
we do not know what is ahead—realizing now that in 2004 I had eight 
surgeries. I am standing before you to tell you how grateful I am for 
your prayers and care of me... The year 2004 is gone now and we are 
still standing in the Truth. I especially appreciate the talks that Br. 
Goodman gave us and recognize that Pastor Russell was that seventh 
messenger. Without the 'meat in due season' where would we be 
today, in our conventions, etc., without the Lord using that seventh 
messenger? I enjoy the Studies in the Scriptures and want to hold 
fast to them. I ask an interest in your prayers and will pray for all you 
dear ones. I thank God for all the experiences we have gone through 
and for my dear wife because of what it means to be evenly yoked and 
helping one another. This is a very important thing. I love you all." 

Questioned by FBI 
Sr. Jewel Bensen, Greater New London (CT) Ecclesia 
"I would be remiss if I did not get up and thank the Lord for his 
blessings and the opportunity to be in convention with you. I was 

encouraged by several brethren to testify. It 
began at home with Br. Mark and Sr. Vickie 
Grillo, the night before we left, when they asked 
me to send their love to the brethren. They said, 
`You should get up and testify to send our 
love.' I do not normally testify easily and I told 
them, 'I will just send your love individually. I 
do not think I will go down.' But we had an 

experience on the morning flight here... When we got on the plane and 
went to sit down there were a few seats available. I asked if the seats 
were taken and the gentleman sitting there said, 'Maybe you could 
sit somewhere else, because it is an open flight and I would like to keep 
this row free for myself.' We thought that was a little odd but we sat 
down somewhere else. There was a little commotion going on around 
us with some of the men who were sitting near us—they kept 
changing seats. I found out later they had changed seats quite a few 
times before we got on the plane. We sat at the airport for quite awhile; 
they stated they were having trouble with 'paperwork.' Then 
everyone was asked to leave the plane... We noticed they had moved 
the five gentlemen sitting around us into police cars and had placed 
a search dog on the plane. Next they came up to me and asked if I would 
come with them—because they noticed one of the gentlemen had 
spoken to me. I was questioned for about one and a half hours by the 
FBI. It was a very interesting morning. The Lord's hand was in the 
whole thing and he kept us safe and allowed us to come to the 
convention. I am very thankful that Br. Jonathan and I are able to be 
here and for the Lord's direction and overruling. 

"I also want to give thanks for the Chicago Young Peoples 
Seminar. It has been a great blessing to them. I have only spoken with 
a few of the young people — a few from our ecclesia were able to 
attend— and they have shown us what a blessing it was for them. I 
especially want to thank Sr. Vickie Griffin. She put up with all the kids 
in our class whose luggage was lost and did a lot of legwork to get 
their luggage back. We are thankful for all the experiences—and I am 
sure there are lessons for all of us and the kids as well."  

5 
Beautiful Faces 
Sr. Wanda Jay, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"When I look upon the beautiful faces facing 
me there could not be more beautiful ones than 
right here. I bring you Christian love from Sr. 
Jann Lewis in Colorado, Br. Don and Sr. Janeen 
Marzewski in Pennsylvania and Br. Bruine and 
Sr. Robin Hack in Oregon. I am going to read 
you a poem that one brother gave me: 

Is There Room in Your Inn? 

Have you seen a weary warn traveler 
(Luke 2:7) 

Tired and in well need of rest? 
Were you asked when not at your best, 

Is there room in your inn? 

Perhaps a pilgrim lay burdened and cried 
(Matt. 26:41) 

Watch and pray with me a little while, 
The night is long, can't go another mile. 

With God's help is there room in your strength? 

Seven times my brother did fall and asked 
(Proverbs 24:16) 

Do pick me up, cheer me on my way. 
I am far from my favorite day. 

Is there room in your mercy and love? 

A little child came to me 
(Matthew 19:14) 

Not unlike a buzzing bee. 
I could think of little else than me. 

Is there room in your patience? 

The vision did seem to tarry 
(Habakkuk 2:3) 

Found myself burdened with much to carry, 
Running long, could I go the distance? 

Is there room in your endurance? 

On the plains of hesitation 
(Isaiah 9:7; 40:31) 

There to pause and think about the situation. 
To renew like an eagle or drift in stagnation 

Is there room in your zeal? 

Feeling weary in well doing 
(Galations 6:9) 

The season was long without reaping. 
Thought maybe I'd best be sleeping. 

Is there room in your well doing? 

In my Father's house are many rooms 
(John 14:2; Psalm 23:6) 

Woven by experiences on His looms. 
Surely goodness and mercy, 

Shall follow me all my days.... 
For like my Father—I have room! 

"Dear brethren, what a comfort it is—for we are in the Lord's 
hands!" 

See Brethren page 6 
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Brethren From page 5 
All Our New Brethren 
Sr. Cheryl Ruggirello, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"I have been here 26 years and have never been able to do this, so 
bear with me. My heart is overflowing with love for the Lord and the 
brethren and all the wonderful blessings he has 
given to me in my life. I am thankful for my job 
and the lessons the Lord shows me there. I work 
in a pediatric dentist's office, which brings me 
in contact with quite a few different children but 
I am especially thankful for the special-needs 
children that come in. Not a day goes by where 
I do not pray for the kingdom to come soon. I 
stand in awe of what many parents have to deal 
with and I thank the dear Lord that I have healthy children and good 
health myself. 

"I have had a heavy heart this past week, watching bits and pieces 
of the news. My heart aches for the world and I felt like I was not 
feeling it enough. I ask the Lord often to teach me to be compassion-
ate. I love the scripture where it talks about our Lord–before he 
would perform a miracle it would say he was moved with compassion. 
I want that compassion and somehow seeing the death toll of 20,000 
then 60,000 and then 125,000 just meant a lot of zeros to me. But one 
thing that caught my eye was seeing the different websites that 
people are putting out and there was a one-line message saying, 
`Mom, where are you?' Those kinds of messages I needed more than 
the 125,000 dead—that made it real. I take great comfort in the scripture 
that states the sea will give up the dead...' I take that very literally 
and look forward to that time. 

"It has been a rich blessing having our son and daughter immersed 
today. I have tried very hard in my life not to ask the Lord for too many 
things, just to be grateful for what he gives me. I have prayed during 
the lives of my children that the Lord would keep them from the evil 
one and that they would grow up and be good, moral, Christian 
people. We did what we could with camps, seminars and all those 
wonderful things that we were privileged to be involved in. I am 
thankful for the blessings they have brought into our lives... 

"I was thinking, where has the time gone? When we took trips we 
tried to teach the children the hymns to keep them occupied and I 
thought I would share these two memories: Our daughter, when she 
was 2 1/2, was looking at a box of Life cereal and started singing 
`Wonderful Words of Life.' Our son, at age 3 1/2, while we were at 
Frank's Nursery, was singing at the top of his lungs, 'Oh, what peace 
we often forfeit, 0, what needless pain we bear.' I was a bit embar-
rassed but did not want to shut him up, being pleased that he knew 
the words. Now, they are 19 and 21 and branching out into adulthood. 
I thank all of you who have crossed their paths and have been a help 
and an encouragement to them and I pray that you will continue to 
help them and pray for them–and all our new brethren." 

Testimonies at Columbus, Ohio March 5 

Three Sisters 
Sr. Helen Johnson, Canonsburg, PA 
"...All of you may not know, but in the last few months I have lost 

three sisters. The last one was Sr. Mildred Raffel, whom you all know. 
I am thankful to be here today and to see all of you–all your loving 
faces and loving greetings. So many have told 
me, one after another, 'We have been praying 
for you. We have been keeping you in prayer.' 
I have known that all along because I have felt 
it. I would not be a very grateful person not to 
tell you how much I appreciate it. I appreciate 
all that the brethren have done for me during Sr. 
Mildred' s illness, during the loss of my other 
two sisters and now in the loss of Sr. Mildred. 
If I have left anything out, I know you understand, as you are my 
brothers and sisters. I love all of you. I want to say how much I am 
enjoying the brethren's services here. We have lots to be thankful 
for. I do remember all of you in prayer as I hope you will continue to 
remember me." 

Found Br. Russell's Name on Internet 
Br. Tim Bartholow, Lisbon, OH 
"Brothers and sisters, I am glad to be here tonight among you. As 
I have told some of you today, I have a Jehovah's Witness 
background. I had a copy of The Divine Plan 
of the Ages since 1974 that I bought for 25 cents 
at a little flea market. But I never read it–I just 
put it on the shelf. Then it got relegated to a 
suitcase of boxes. I tried to go back to the 
Kingdom Hall because I saw the Truth there–
but I did not see it all. I ended up being 
disfellowshipped by them. I told the presiding 
overseer at the time that I thought he was wrong 
about restitution– I guess I had settled that in my own mind from its 
reasonableness. I languished around in the world quite awhile...But 
I am very grateful to have the Lord bring me here today. Just since 
the middle of December 2004 I found out there were Bible Students. 
I got my Divine Plan of the Ages out, brushed it off, read it and said, 
"This is the Truth.' From there, I typed in Br. Russell's name on the 
Internet and found the Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio's 
website and the Harvest Truth Database. From there, I found Br. Allen 
Springer, then I found Sr. Palmgren–and from all of that, here I am. 
It was quite enjoyable to be in the pool [at my immersion] and see you 
singing with your smiling faces. It certainly is a pleasure to see 
brothers and sisters who display what the Lord was talking about: 'to 
love one another.' The love that has been shown me today has been 
immeasurable. It is what I have always wanted and hoped for and 
thought it should be. But I could not find it. It does not exist in the 
world or in the Kingdom Hall–but it is here. I want to thank the Lord 
for allowing me to know this and to humble me and provide me with 
necessary knowledge and materials so I can do this... On my way here 
I was thinking that I did not deserve to come. I walked in the door 
Friday night, met Sr. Hazel McClellan, had a two-hour conversation 
and could not sleep that night because of all the things we discussed. 
Then today a whole box of Reprints was given to me and I could not 
believe it. I thought, 'What a blessing.' Thank you for all the hard 
work on the convention and on the Harvest Truth Database–I have 
really enjoyed it. I am going to give it my best..." ❑ 

Japanese Update From page 2 
28, 2004, four Japanese brethren were immerseclin Columbus, Ohio, 

they were Br. Tatsumi and Sr. Kayoko Katsuno and Br. Takeki and 
Sr. Noriko Ishikawa. It was Br. Takeki' s father who brought the Truth 
home which culminated in his own desire to give himself to the Lord. 
Blessedly, retirement allowed the Katsunos and the Ishikawas to 
make the trip to the US. They informed the Columbus friends of their 
desire to be immersed on Thanksgiving morning. None of the 

Japanese brethren felt they were good enough to be consecrated for 
they are extremely humble. Br. Tim Alexander had the privilege, the 
following Sunday, of giving the baptismal discourse, while Br. Todd 
Alexander and Br. Richard Kindig assisted in immersing those they 
have long loved and respected. 

The baptism of these four Japanese brethren was a continuation 
of Br. Owen ICindig' s dream and commitment to godliness that started 

See Japanese Update page 13 



Entered into Rest From page 3 

Jops (1429 Picadilly Ct., Mt. Prospect, IL 60056) and Dawna 
Rodriguez; two grandchildren and a sister, Sr. Elneta MacAlister. Sr. 
Evelyn has three daughters and six grandchildren. Br. Jim Marten 
delivered a funeral message in Mount Prospect, Illinois January 27 to 
over 100. 

■Sr. Mary Butler Longest, age 92, of the New Albany-Louisville 
Ecclesia finished her course January 11 of congestive heart failure. 

In 1925 her father left the Presbyterian 
Church after hearing Joseph 
Rutherford preach, "Millions Now 
Living Will Never Die." He studied 
with the New Albany Bible Students 
and witnessed to his family. In 1960, 
after Mr. Longest' s death, Sr. Mary 
Butler and her mother Sr. Clore 
consecrated and were immersed 
together. The Longest sisters studied 
and served together until Sr. Clore' s 
death in 1975. 

A well-educated descendant of 
one of Louisville's historic families, 
Sr. Mary Butler committed all her tal-
ents "to be used in joyful service for 

the glory of my King." She was committed to letting her light shine 
and frequently declared she could not witness as well as she liked. 
However, her attorney proclaimed that she was his "first Christian 
mentor." Worldly acquaintances were surprised to learn she did not 
vote and her attorney further remarked, "Mary Butler lived on a 
different plane, in a different cosmos." An avid supporter of the 
Harvest Message she read through the Volumes annually for many 
years while able. Br. David Doran delivered her funeral witness in 
Louisville, Kentucky January 15 to the 40 in attendance. She is 
survived by a cousin in Florida. 

■Br. Thadeus (Ted) Dychton, age 82, died January 28 as a result of 
lung cancer. Born in Poland he emigrated to the United States in 1951, 

settling in Rochester, New York. He 
first heard the Truth from friends in a 
displaced persons camp after WWII. 
When his friends moved to Ottawa, 
Canada he and his wife Sr. Harriet 
maintained contact and learned more 
of God's plan. Rejoicing in the hope 
for all, Br. Ted made a full 
consecration, was immersed in 1958 
and then studied with the brethren in 
Rochester. In 1978 they moved to 
Vermont to be near family. Br. Ted is 
survived by his wife Sr. Harriet (1201 
East Street, Huntington, VT 05462), 
sons Julius and Christopher and four 
grandchildren. On January 31 the 

family had a service with about 100 in attendance. 

▪ Shadrach Okalowe, of Toronto, Canada died January 4 at age 
78 after suffering from cancer. His early adult life in Nigeria was 
touched with tragedy when his first wife and their children died while 
visiting her family in Mali. In bondage to superstition, his in-laws 
believed he had cast a spell on the family and was responsible for their 
deaths. After moving to Toronto, 35 years ago, Br. Baker introduced 
him to the Truth. Isolated for many years he came in contact with 
brethren again in the mid 1990s and met with the Buffalo, New York 
Class. Br. Bruce Clark officiated January 7 at the graveside service to 
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about 36 people. Br. Shadrach leaves behind his wife Miriam (20 
Galley Ave., Toronto, ON M6R 1G8 Canada) and four children: 
Samson, Solomon, Moriah and Mercy. 

■Br. Simon Szwaluk, an elder for 35 years of the Melbourne Berean 
Bible Class died unexpectedly of a heart attack on March 3. Br. Simon 
suffered from severe arthritis for many 
years, making him unable to give 
discourses or to lead studies. 
However his zeal and love of the 
brethren prompted him to attend 
meetings though he had to use two 
walking sticks. His talents for making 
the Truth plain to novices and 
children and his abilities to speak and 
translate English, Polish, German, 
Russian, Ukrainian and French were 
well used in the Lord's service. 

Born in atheistic Russia in 1923 the 
Germans took Br. Simon prisoner dur-
ing WWII. After the war in Germany 
Br. Czieslak (from the USA) introduced 
him to the Bible and the Volumes. Eager to be with the brethren he 
bicycled 25 miles to the meetings. Often his children were seated 
behind him Many European brethren received food parcels from 
brethren in the States, after the war. Once, the brethren sent medicine 
to treat his son's pneumonia—probably saving his life. In 1954 he was 
scheduled to emigrate to Canada when a vacancy arose in Australia. 
He, his wife Helen and two children left with four suitcases and a 
minimal knowledge of Australia or English. The day after his arrival, 
he went to Melbourne with his English/German dictionary and asked 
for and received a job, which he filled until his retirement in 1988. 
Appropriately, his favorite hymn was "All the Way my Savior Leads 
Me." 

Seventy-five attended his funeral on March 7, where Brs. Ray 
Charlton and Adam Kopczyk took part in the service. His wife Helen 
(4 Charles St., Ringwood East, 3135 Australia, e-mail c/o: 
rjcharlton @ optusnet.com.au ) son Bert and daughter Christa 
Herbertson, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren survive 
him 

■Br. Peter Keetman, of Marquartstein, Germany, finished his 
earthly course on March 8, just one month short of his 89'h birthday. 

Br. Peter and Sr. Esa had been married 
for 54 years. They found the Truth 
early in their married life and were 
immersed together in 1958. The 
couple spent two years studying 
with a Jehovah's Witness but when 
they were unhappy with his message, 
he gave them the address of a Bible 
Student in Switzerland. He in turn 
gave them the address of the German 
Dawn in Berlin. They knew they had 
found the Truth and they 
immediately called Sr. Esa' s brother-
in-law Br. Joseph Fischer who 
accepted the Truth before the 

Second World War. By this amazing chain of events, Br. Fischer was 
reunited with many of his dear brethren who had been lost to him 
during the war. 

For many years, Br. Peter and Sr. Esa worked diligently with the 
German brethren in creating the Tagesanbruch (Dawn in the German 
language). They helped with writing and assembling articles, 

See Entered Into Rest page 12 
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India brethren traveling by truck from the convention to attend baptism 

Br. Bruce 

8 

New Brethren in Christ 
"0 Give thanks unto the LORD, for [he is] good: for his mercy [endureth] for ever." Psalms 107:1 

Immersions 2005 
At Chicago, IL January 1 

Br. Zach and Sr. Leah Ruggirello, of the Chicago Ecclesia, son and 
daughter of Br. Tom and Sr. Cheryl. 
Sr. Kathryn R. Alexander, of the Columbus, OH Ecclesia, daughter 
of Br. Timothy and Sr. Anna. 
Sr. Lydia D. Kindig, of the Columbus, OH Ecclesia, daughter of Br. 
Richard and Sr. Beth. 
Br. David Gowryluk, of the Winnipeg, MB Ecclesia, son of Br. Greg 
and Sr. Sharon. 
Sr. Agnes Gyorgy, of the Columbus, OH Ecclesia, daughter of Br. 
Lajos and Sr. Viorica Gyorgy of Cluj-Napoca, Romania. 

Sr. Leah Ruggirello, Br. David Gowryluk, Br. Zach Ruggirello, Sr. Agnes 
Gyorgy, Sr. Katie Alexander, Sr. Lydia Kindig 

At Mysore, India February 6 
32 Immersed—Followed by Opposition 
The following is an account of the persecution that our brethren 
endured and is here detailed thanks to a report submitted by Br. 
Ernie Kuenzli who was present. Ed. 
Nearly 200 brethren gathered to attend Mysore' s 16th annual 
convention on Sunday, February 6. Nearly 100 journeyed from the 
convention site to the Cauvery River for the immersion service at 7:30 
a.m. Br. Udhaya Kumar gave a short ten minute discourse in Tamil on 
the subject of baptism and 32 brethren from Bangalore, Mysore, 
Coimbatore and other ecclesias were immersed. 

A problem started when approximately ten activists complained 
that the brethren were converting Hindus to Christianity. Once the 
trouble began, the Indian brethren hustled the American brethren to 
their taxi and the Indian sisters and children to the back of the trucks, 
while the Indian brothers stood outside. 

The activist group grew to nearly 40 as others arrived from a 

nearby village. They confiscated cells phones and a digital video 
camera, knocked the glasses off of Br. Mariadas, slapped another 
brother and threatened to hurt them, saying there would be many 
sacrifices that day. 

Br. Raju who served as a guide for the trip, turned out to be an 
"angel" sent by the Lord. He instructed the brethren in what to do—
when to ignore the Hindus and when to comply with their demands. 
His presence made a difficult situation much more tolerable. 

The police arrived and decided everyone should go with them. At 
the police station, the brethren were unloaded from the trucks and 
made to sit under the trees. The taxi was parked behind the station 
where the American brethren stayed with the windows rolled up and 
doors locked for 30 minutes until the police thought it was safe and 
moved them into the station for their protection. The activists 
followed and resumed their yelling and demands. 

During the afternoon, the Hindu activists and a few of the brethren 
came in to make statements to the police. When all statements had 
been taken the Hindu activists dispersed and the brethren were 
escorted by the police back to the convention site. Upon everyone' s 
return, a meal was served—as the friends had gone without food all 
day— to all who had gone to the immersion. Then Br. Mariadas 
gathered all the brethren to a service of thanksgiving. Many brethren 
took turns expressing their thanks and love to the heavenly Father 
for the experience. 

At Columbus, OH March 5 
Br. Tim Bartholow, received a Volume One at a flea market in 1975. 
(See Brethren Speak) 

Br. Tim being given the right hand of fellowship by Br. David Stein with 
Br. Larry McClellan (immerser) far right 

At Houston, TX March 5 
Br. Bruce Beam, former Jehovah's Witness. 
Br. Bruce could not accept the Jehovah's Witnesses teachings on the 
fate of those who turned them away from their door. He began 
searching on-line for the Truth and found 
the Associated Bible Students of Central 
Ohio website. He had a great many 
questions and attended several class 
meetings. He purchased The Studies in the 
Scriptures and received What Pastor 
Russell Said along with other writings of 
Pastor Russell, which helped him find 
answers to many troubling questions. After 
much prayer and study, he was overjoyed to 
affirmhisbeliefs andanxious to symbolizehis consecration. Br. Bruce 
continues to study the Volumes, drives an hour to attend class and 
eagerly witnesses about the Truth. 



Phoenix brethren: Left to Right: Back row; Srs. Janell Porcolab, Joyce Staebell, Ester 
Yanella, Claudine Whi te, Alyce Williams and Br. MC Williams. Front row; Srs. Jenell 

Gaddy, Mild red Enteman, Br. Emile Herrscher and Sr. Brenda Conditt 
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Harvest News 
"...we are ambassadors for Christ..." II Corinthians 5:20 

Two Showings Needed in Public Witness 
The blessing and privileges of the Harvest 
field continue to multiply as demonstrated 
in the following three reports. Ed. 

"On February 20 and 22 Br. Ken Rawson 
assisted the Phoenix class in two locations 
with the presentation of 
"Israel Fulfilling Bible 
Prophecy" which is the 
Christian version of 
"Israel: Appointment 
with Destiny." 

"A large conference 
room was booked at the 
hotel where the class 
meets on Sundays and 
another room was re-
served in the retirement 
community of Sun City 
West for the following 
Tuesday. Br. Ken 
placed advertisements 
in the Arizona Repub-
lic and the Sun City 
West newspapers list-
ing both locations in 
the same ad. Flyers 
were mailed to those 
who had responded to 
commercials shown on 
PAX TV during a pre-
vious witness effort. 

"The hotel showing was scheduled to 
take place after the regular meeting. The hotel 
double booked the room with a wedding and 
therefore moved the presentation to a much 
smaller room. The brethren trusted the Lord 
would overrule the situation and were not  

expecting the public to fill the larger room but 
were joyfully surprised to see people start to 
arrive an hour before the show began. From 
that moment on they steadily flowed in. A 
half hour later, the room was packed with 

125 and there were not enough chairs—some 
people opted to stand in the back. People 
continued to arrive and the brethren quickly 
arranged for a second showing to follow 
immediately—to avoid turning any away. 
Unsure how many would wait, they were 
delighted when almost everyone stayed. The 

hotel's lobby and restaurant was flooded 
with those waiting to see the second show, 
many of them discussing the Bible among 
themselves as they waited. In the end, over 
200 attended and most of the brethren opted 

to sit out to increase room 
for the public. 

"The following Tuesday, 
at the Sun City West loca-
tion, a similar experience 
occurred which also ne-
cessitated two showings. 
Those unable to stay were 
offered free versions of the 
film on CD, although many 
decided to wait. In total, over 
500 people saw the film, with 
over 100 submitting their ad-
dresses to receive the book-
let "The Israeli-Arab Peace 
Process and Bible Proph-
ecy." Quite a few requested 
the film to be shown in their 
churches. 

"The experience was a 
huge blessing for all in-
volved. Some had personal 
witness opportunities and 
everyone was thrilled to be 
able to share God's prom-

ises for Israel with so many The class is 
looking forward to the follow-up witnessing 
and praising the Lord for overruling the ef-
fort." Several members of the ecclesia (10) 
were unavailable for this photo as many 
were attending the Albuquerque, NM con-
vention. 

"Bible Belt" Harvesting for Israel A First for 
Mississippi 

The Starkville and Gulfport Classes joined 
forces to sponsor Mississippi's first public 
meeting in recent times. Jackson, the state 
capital and center for born-again Christians, 
proved to be ideal for showing "Israel 
Fulfilling Bible Prophecy." Newspaper ads 
were the main advertising. Jackson, as with 
Louisville-New Albany, had its own 
"cliffhangers" but ended up with another 
standing room only enthusiastic audience. 
Over 150 public attended and more than 
half left their names. Since most were 
couples, this was a 75 percent request for the 
booklet—"The Israeli-Arab Peace Process 
and Bible Prophecy." 

It was the privilege of the New Albany-
Louisville Bible Students to host "Israel, 
Fulfilling Bible Prophecy," on Sunday, No-
vember 14, 2004 at 3:00 pm. Br. Ken Rawson 
conducted the witness and suggested an 
area outside the metro Louisville area be 
found to peak the interest of smaller "Bible 
Belt" communities. Advertisements were 
placed in the metro Courier Journal paper 
along with other local papers in the surround-
ing communities. Letters of invitation were 
sent to the pastors and churches within a fifty 
mile area. 

The meeting was held at the Paraquet 

Springs Conference Centre in Shepherdsville, 
KY. As the time approached for the showing 
the brethren experienced some anxiety as no 
one had arrived and only 30 minutes re-
mained. However, from that time, approxi-
mately 180 persons came in a steady stream 
and filled the room to capacity. A great 
blessing was realized when almost half the 
audience left a request for the booklet and/or 
video to share with their families and friends. 

The class was very thankful for the oppor-
tunity to serve with Br. Rawson and espe-
cially to see the interest the people, in that 
area, have in Israeli: 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"For we [being] many are one bread, [and] one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread." I Corinthians 10:17 

New Ecclesia: 

Northwest Montana Bible Students 
P.O. Box 708 
Columbia Falls, MT 59912 
Secretary: Joy Thompson 
Phone: (406) 892-2574 

Secretary Name and Address 
Change: 

Antioch Bible Students 
Carol Long 
5987 Kylench Court 
Citrus Heights, CA 95621 
Phone: (916) 727-6308 
E-mail: caroljlong@comcast.net  

New Address: 

Uromi Bible Students Association 
P.O. 321, Uromi 
Edo State, Nigeria 

Class Secretary List 

Sr. Janell Porcolab, of the Phoenix Bible 
Students, has compiled a list of class 
secretaries, to aid in general class contact 
information. If you are a class secretary and 
would like to be added to the list or would like 
to receive a copy of the list, please write to: 
Janell Porcolab, 21941 N. 107th Drive, Sun 
City, AZ 85373-4002. Phone: (623) 362-
2056 E-mail: alexjanell@hotmail.com  

Correction: 

An incomplete e-mail address was listed in 
the last issue. Please make inquiries about 
the 1909 through 1916 "Audio Reprint" 
boxed sets to the following address: 

Bible Students Congregation 
of New Brunswick 
do Bob Gray 
81 Braeton Way, 
Freehold, NJ 07728 
USA 
E-mail:AudioReprints@aol.com  

God has desired to send his message of 
grace and the invitation to sacrifice to all who 
would have the ear to hear. And the sancti-
fied... have throughout this Age said, "Lord, 
here am I; send me." R4787 

Free to the Household of Faith 
Available in two formats: 

Pocket size: 3 1/2 x 5 1/2 inch 
Larger: 	5-1/4 x 8-1/2 inch 

A Book 
of 

Remembrance 

Year 2005 
Thursday 

Manna 
Texts 

`A Book of Remembrance" is a booklet 
containing this year's Thursday Manna 
texts. The larger format has space to 
note related weekly experiences. 
Brethren may order — Free of charge 

—stating quantity and format ( see above) 
from: Ed Grabner, 598 Bureau Street, 
Mahomet, IL 61853-9426, e-mail: 
grabner@mchsi.com  

Illustrated Divine Plan of the Ages 

A new format of the First Volume has been 
printed with the exact wording, plus the 
addition of 150 illustrations. 

Due to the public witness work in Ghana, 
Nigeria, France and Poland an interest was 
sparked for the book to help those who had 
trouble reading the English language. 

The book is now available to the public 
on-line at Amazon.com. Orders for the Illus-
trated Divine Plan ofthe Ages may be placed 
at: www.Amazon.com  —$15.00 plus handling 
and shipping or ordered direct from Horizon 
Publications: Divine Plan, P.O. Box 1928, 
New London, CT 06320—$9.00 plus $3.00 
handling and shipping. E-mail: 
Malipnm@aol.com  

Computer Aid Offered to the 
Brethren 

Br. Austin Williams would like the brethren to 
be informed that he is a direct dealer for Dell, 
IBM, HP and others. He is offering his 
services—at no profit to himself—to aid 
brethren in procuring a system/peripherals at 
a discount— a minimum of five percent. This 
includes a 'one stop shop' for all computer 
related needs of both hardware and software. 
Contact Austin at: OSNet, Inc., 69-30 Manse 
Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375. Phone: (718) 
520-2900. Fax: (718) 520-2967. E-mail: 
www.osnetinc.com  

Romania-Moldova Fund 
We are thankful to our heavenly Father for the love and generosity the brethren manifest 
toward our less fortunate brethren in Romania and Moldova. Consequently, the fund was 
able to assist many brethren there with needed humanitarian aid. We sent spring and 
fall disbursements in the amount of $20,000.00 dollars last year, allowing them to 
purchase some of the basic necessities such as firewood or coal, food, clothing, 
medicine, etc. The need for humanitarian aid is still the greatest in Moldova, though need 
exists in Romania as well. 

For the first half of 2005 the fund was only able to send $3,500.00 to Romania and 
$3,000.00 to Moldova, due to a significant decline in contributions. While the fund does 
not cover all of their basic needs, the brethren there remain very grateful for the needful 
assistance and the love demonstrated toward them by those of like precious faith. The 
Miami Valley Bible Student Ecclesia, P.O. Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356-0071, administers the 
fund. 

Financial Report - 2004 

Funds as of December 1, 2003 
	

$2,238.03 
Contributions: 	 $20,305.27 

Withdrawals: 
Humanitarian Aid Moldova 
	

$7,500.00 
Humanitarian Aid Romania 
	

$12,500.00 
Wire Transfer charges 
	

$156.00 
Balance as of November 30, 2004 

	
$2,287.30 
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As we close another year we are thankful to our Heavenly Father for 
the privilege of serving our brethren. As we look back at year's end 
to review related world events and highlights of the brethren around 
the world, we are also reminded of the dear ones who have finished 
their course and the admonition of the Apostle in Hebrews 12:1 
"...laying aside every Encumbrance, and the close-girding Sin, 
should run with Patience the Course marked out for us." (Diaglott) 

The Spring issue featured "Outreach in Ghana," which covered 
a Bible Students Seminar held in Africa. Inside the cover was an 
account of the brethren's comfort message to the Jewish community 
of Columbus, Ohio, when a radical Palestinian activist group held a 
conference and rally on the Ohio State University campus. 

The Summer issue featured "Keyword" witnessing on the Inter-
net, which has opened up almost instantaneous access to informa-
tion concerning the Truth to those seeking to know the Lord's plans 
and purposes. On the inside was a story of brethren from the United 
States presenting For This Cause in Russia. 

An account of "Hurricanes Pound South Eastern United States" 
predominated the Fall issue with devastation on a vast scale and 
called to mind Pastor Russells comments that God has the entire  

scope of his plan in all its details measured exactly. On the inside was 
"Israel's High Priest," a visual model to aid in discerning the details 
of the High priest in his garments of glory and beauty. 

The Winter issue brought to light the "Present Truth Regather-
ing — 75 years Ago," bringing to our attention, the linkage we have 
today, with brethren of the past who made a stand for the Truth. 

In all it was quite a year, the current events speak to the fact that 
our Lord is marching on. "Praise Godfromwhom all blessingsflow." 

Financial Report - 2004 
Funds January 1, 2004 
Income: 

$14,593.64 

Contributions $7,121.17 
Expenses: 

Printing $3,750.00 
Postage $3,355.18 
Postal Returns $84.59 
Miscellaneous/Supplies $438 98 

$7,628.75 
Balance December 31, 2004 $14,086.06 

Divine Plan 
The activity of the Foundation in the past year has been to help 
ecclesias within the United States in their witness efforts. The 
Foundation assists ecclesias that wish to undertake projects and 
activities in the Harvest work, which are beyond their financial 
abilities. This practice enables ecclesias to use their full potential to 
accomplish more than they could with their own pocket limitations. 
The Foundation does not undertake any project on its own. All 
activities for which funds are requested, are reviewed to assure that 
they are in harmony with the Harvest Message–the Foundation's 
stated purpose. The Foundation is always open to requests for Truth 
projects in need of funding. Any brethren seeking financial 

Foundation 
assistance or desiring to contribute to the Foundation may write: The 
Divine Plan Foundation, PO Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086-0813. 

Financial Report - 2004 

Beginning Balance $4,785.94 
Donations and Interest $5,412.83 
Grants $4,400.00 

Ending Balance December 31, 2004 $ 5,798.77 

Bible Students Aid Foundation 
We humble ourselves in the presence of the Ancient of Days and our 
Lord Jesus Christ to express our thanks for their faithfulness in 
exercising such wonderful care over the Lord's people in ways 
spiritual and temporal in 2004 and in advancing the Divine Plan of the 
Ages for the benefit of all. By his grace, we are one year closer to the 
time when the Sons of God will be manifest to the groaning creation 
and when such tragedies as the Indian Ocean Tsunami will be but a 
memory. 

We are particularly thankful for the efforts of the dear saints who 
faithfully acted as their brother's keeper by filling out aid applications 
for others in need. Understandably, some in need are occasionally 
quite reluctant to ask for assistance for themselves and these "third 
party" requests were just what were needed. We are equally thankful 
for the efforts of various elders who took their consecrated time to 
provide letters of support for the applications. Because we (the 
trustees) cannot know each applicant personally, such letters are 
invaluable in determining the Lord's will and in exercising our  

stewardship. 
We are glad to remind the brethren that official applications (four 

pages in length) for aid need to be used when applying for assistance. 
Anyone not having a copy may secure one from the Foundation's 
liaison: New Albany Bible Students Ecclesia, P.O. Box 197, New 
Albany, Indiana 47151-0197. Also, if you have received aid, please 
promptly send an acknowledgement letter to our bank .  Stock Yards 
Bank and Trust Company, P.O. Box 34290, Louisville, Kentucky 
40232-4290. 

One of our dear saints wrote to us this year and shared the 
blessings of Psalms 20:1-5 which we heartily commend to you. 

Financial Report - 2004 

Total grants given to brethren in need 
	

$ 52,922.00 
Contributions received 
	

$ 4,979.00 

I  Memorial  Supper: Friday, April  22, 2005 - After six o'clock I 
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lating discourses from America and organizing the layout of the 
magazine They held a bi-monthly Bible study across the border in 
Kufstein, Austria, with another couple and attended German conven-
tions twice a year. 

In the 70s the "American Invasion" swept their household. They 
used this term to lovingly refer to the many American brethren who 
came to visit them. Then in the 80s the International Conventions 
brought more brethren to their home, both from America and from 
other countries. 

A famous photographer, Br. Peter generously donated many 
photographs for the various Bible Students tracts and booklets. 
Despite the high esteem in which the world held him, he was an 
extremely modest and humble man and always gave the Lord the 
credit for his gift. He often said that the Lord knew him long before 
he recognized the Lord. He recalled that, as a young man during 
WWII, he had to serve in the German army, and, being wounded in 
the campaign against Russia, he was sent home on the last evacuation 
plane leaving Russia before Germany fell. Extremely thankful to be 
alive, he did not know at that time what the Lord had in store for him 

Br. Peter is survived by his wife Sr. Esa (Wurzerweg 1 App 328, D-
83250 Marquartstein, Germany); daughter Sr. Regine Keetman; grand-
daughter Sr. Dina Thode and seven great-grandchildren. At press 
time a memorial service had not been scheduled. 

■Sr. Elaine Christiansen, age 50, of the Seattle Bible Students 
finished her earthly course January 8. She was first diagnosed with 

cancer and treated in 1999. After a 
remission, the cancerreturned in 2003. 
Throughout her sufferings she 
expressed faith in God's care. 
Growing up in Kansas, she studied 
her Bible and did not know of a 
burning Hell or Trinity and hoped in a 
resurrection for all. When she met her 
husband Br. David, he shared the 
Truth from The Divine Plan of the 
Ages, which led her to consecrate in 
1989. 

Sr Elaine arranged to have memo-
rial services in both Washington and 
Kansas. Br. Byron Keith officiated at 
both, one January 15 in Washington 

and again in Kansas a week later. Between the two over 120 heard a 
message of Truth. She is survived by her husband of 15 years, Br. 
David (12675 Plateau Cir. NW, Silverdale, WA 98383, e-mail: 
davelaine@wavecable.com),  four stepchildren, her father, a brother 
and a sister. 

■Br. Florian J. Palicki, age 92, a faithful deacon of the Associated 
Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit died March 15. Taught as a 
child in Catholic schools he had been an altar boy. Through a home 
witness his family was convinced of the truth in the Divine Plan of the 
Ages. They met with the Polish Bible Students in Buffalo, New York 
where he consecrated in 1944. He is survived by his wife of more 
than 60 years, Sr. Rosealee (38537 Sycamore Place, Westland, MI 
48185), a son Raymond, daughter Sr. Shirley Mlodozeniec (9068 
HillcrestDr., Plymouth, MI 48170, e-mail: ceinezo@comcast.net)and  
two grandchildren: Henry and Susan Mlodozeniec. Br. Dale 
Marzewski, a nephew, officiated at his funeral March 16 to the twenty 
immediate family members present. 

Mk. Arthur Hyde finished his earthly course on March 26 at age 
89. In 1962 Br. Arthur and his wife Sr. Mary moved from England. 
They met with brethren in the Detroit area for three years then moved 

to North Carolina. He is survived by his wife (225 Clearwater Dr., 
Matthews, NC 28105) and three children. Since isolated from the 
brethren no service was planned. 

Mir. Bernard (Ben) Seremak died February 20 from a heart attack 
at age 85. He suffered from angina and the doctors said he was too 

weak for additional surgeries. He 
learned the Truth from his parents in 
the Detroit Polish class and 
consecrated in 1948. Br. Bernard 
faithfully served the Detroit Bible 
Students Ecclesia as a deacon. He 
leaves behind his wife of 56 years, Sr. 
Delores (4120 Orchard Way, 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301, e-mail• 
dmseremak@juno.com). Br. Walter 
Blicharz conducted his memorial 
service March 19 where 95 
assembled. "But thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord." 1 Cor. 15:57,58 

Elk. Patrick Odiete of the Ibadan Ecclesia died February 24 at age 
56. His wife Felicia died four days later at age 52, both from Typhoid 
fever. During his ten years with the ecclesia Br. Patrick imparted the 
Truth to his children, several of whom have expressed interest in 
being immersed. The Ibadan Ecclesia requests the prayers of the 
brethren for the children, as their parents were their only source of 
subsistence. Seven children survive (ages 15 to 26); Patience Falala, 
Br. Francis Odiete, Sr. Mary Odiete, Br. Augustine Odiete, Sr. 
Recheal Odiete, Br. Godwin Odiete, Sr. Tina Odiete. (c/o Ecclesia Of 
Nigeria Bible Students, G.P.O. Box 674, Dugbe Ibadan Oyo State, 
Nigeria, West Africa, e-mail• egbucajetan@yahoo.com ) 

• Sr.NatalieWincz of the Clearwater (FL) Bible Students diedMarch 
1 after suffering from Alzheimer's disease for the last six years. The 
daughter of Br. Sam and Sr. Katherin 
Wasilewski she was consecrated for 
more than 48 of her 78 years. Her 
mother was a colporteur in Jersey 
City, NJ during Pastor Russell's 
ministry. Of eight siblings only Sr. 
Natalie and her brother Chester 
consecrated. Given to hospitality, 
her home was always open to the 
brethren. She lived in New Jersey until 
1976 when she moved to Florida. In 
later years she found great comfort in 
singing hymns, which she had 
memorized. Her husband Br. Edward 
preceded her in death. She is survived 
by two sons: Br. David (3653 Meriden Ave. #B, Oldsmar, FL 34677 
e-mail: dwincz@tampabay.rr.com)  and Robert (3235 Azalea Dr., 
Hernando Beach, FL 34607) Br. David spoke at her Memorial service 
April 16. 

■Sr. Ruth Lynn of the Associated Bible Students of Portland 
finished her earthly course February 21 at the age of 85. Last fall she 
suffered a series of strokes, followed by a hip replacement. Sr. Ruth 
was introduced to the Truth as a child by her grandmother but did 
not consecrate until later in life. She was immersed at an Asilomar 
convention. Thirty family members and about 40 brethren attended 

See Entered Into Rest page 15 



Sr. Mildred and Br. Alvin 

Sr. Kayoko, Brs. Tim Alexander and Tatsumi Katsuno 

Secretary's Pen From page 1 
assistants, Sr. Mildred was a constant—

putting together the various pieces of the 
puzzle that became the finished product. 

Three Newsletter issues with important 
supplements were produced under Sr. 
Mildred' s direction. The June 1979 issue 
included: Brother Russell's Will, "Light Af-
ter Darkness" and "Facts For Shareholders." 
The latter two documents detail the events 
that followed Br. Russell's death and explain 
why many left the Watch Tower in 1917. The 
Fall 1990 issue documented the discovery of 
hundreds of brethren hidden behind the iron 
curtain in a supplement titled "West Meets 
East in Romania." In the Winter 1992 issue 
she included a 32-page supplement, "An 
Historic Mission to Israel," that detailed the 
brethren's visit to Israel to share a message 
of biblical comfort with the Jews. 

The Newsletter's purpose, stated in the 
December 1972 issue, is "to disseminate news 
and information, other than doctrinal teach-
ings of interest among Bible Students" and to 
highlight Christian living with its privileges 
of service and development of character. 
Announcements regarding deaths, afflicted, 
new brethren, conventions and ecclesia ac-
tivities have been regular features since con-
ception. Later, testimonies, historical articles  

about the Bible Students movement and news 
briefs were added. Today the Newsletter is 
an international publication with a reader-
ship of 1,800 world-
wide. 

Sr. Mildred exhib-
ited an undaunted 
commitment to serve 
the Lord despite the 
travails of life. Many 
Newsletters went to 
press during periods 
when Br. Alvin or Sr. 
Mildred suffered 
hospitalizations, 
deaths in the family 
or personal health 
problems. Despite 
her doctor's advice 
in the 1980s—to 
cease any close eye 
work—she was de-
termined to fulfill her 
Newsletter responsi-
bilities. In 1998 while working on the 25" 
Anniversary issue, she experienced a severe 
loss in her eyesight and was declared legally 
blind. Notwithstanding, she edited and fin-
ished the issue by having articles read aloud 
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to her. Like the priests who waved their 
offering, she could not lay down her sacrifice 
until the Lord took it from her hands. Sr. 

Mildred exemplified the attitude so well ex-
pressed by the Apostle Paul, "...None of 
these things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy..." ❑ 

Japanese Update From page 6 
in the South Pa-

cific. The breth-
ren in Columbus, 
Ohio were 
blessed beyond 
measure to wit-
ness and be a part 
of this event. The 
love for the Lord 
and a commit- 
ment to the Har- Br. Todd 

vest Truth runs deep in the hearts of the 
Japanese brethren. Br. Todd Alexander com-
mented, "These brethren are wonderful 
and full of faith and love. We communi-
cate very well and they are so enthusi-
astic and genuinely excited about the 
Truth that we see the transforming power 
of the Harvest Message in them, during 
every meeting. They have a reverential 
love for God that is inspiring." Meetings 
are held once a week via CUSeeMe with 
brethren from Columbus, Ohio. The 
Katsunos, Ishikawas and Fukazawas 
are regular attendees. These meetings 
are different in that translation must take 
place for every word and becomes more 
like a one on one study. The leader 
presents the subject and the scriptures. 
The translator passes it on to the group and 
questions are generated back to the leader. 
Seventy five percent of the meeting is totally 

in Japanese, with the American attendees 
quietly waiting for the translation to take 
place. Japanese meetings are not an hour 
long but many hours long, sometimes all day. 
The present Internet meeting usually runs 
one and a half hours. Studies of Matthew and 
Mark have been completed and the First 
Volume is now being studied. The English 
version of the illustrated Divine Plan of the 
Ages is being used for the study, with the 
Japanese translation compared alongside. 
The translation work has been revitalized and 
an updated translation of the illustrated First 

Volume into the modern Japanese language 
is in progress. 

It is hoped that another convention will be 

Volume handwritten by Br. Takeki 

held in Japan in 2006 although no date 
has yet been determined. 

Update: As reported (See Newslet-
ter, Summer, 2003) Br. Tim Alexander 
had been invited by Rabbi Henry Noach 
to speak to his conservative congrega-
tion. Br. Tim scheduled the trip but 
unfortunately broke his ankle necessi-
tating a cancellation. He is planning to 
take up the invitation on his next 
visit. 

You may remember that the Volumes 
translated during Br. Russell's day are 
in the old Japanese language, which is 
not understood by today's Japanese. 

The newly translated Divine Plan ofthe Ages 
is to be published on the Internet by the end 
of the year ❑ 
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■Two US lawmakers demanded that UN 
Secretary Kofi Annan move immediately to 
end genocide in Darfur or resign in protest at 
the UN's inaction. "The UN has failed 
over and over to prevent genocide," said 
Representative Wolf, "If in 2005 the Security 
Council can't deal with genocide ... it's fair 
to ask what purpose the UN is serving in the 
21st century." AFP — February 1 

■Natan Sharansky' s new book, The Case for 
Democracy, outlines Israel's need to 
promote Palestinian democracy and human 
rights to fight terrorism. Sharansky, a former 
Russian refusenik, emphasizes that liberty 
and self-rule are universal values. Freedom 
has the power to pacify hostile regimes and 
global security is best promoted through 
democracy and human rights. President 
Bush declared Sharansky' s book a part of his 
"presidential DNA." Boston Globe— Feb-
ruary 17; Jewish World Review—March 4 

■The UN General Assembly commemorated 
the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the 
Nazi concentration camps. All but one Arab 
nation boycotted the event, even though the 
UN was trying to demonstrate it is not anti-
Semitic as well as memorialize Holocaust 

■Some Christians are using Islam's holy 
book to bring Muslims to Jesus. Their 
converts are called "Messianic Muslims," in 
part because they are encouraged to keep 
certain Islamic traditions. Some Arabic 
missions leaders criticize the approach 
noting how the Koran contradicts the Bible. 
Charisma News Service — January 5 

■The Council on American-Islamic 
Relations criticized Christian missionaries 
for "exploiting the tsunami suffering." 
Countries affected by the tsunami are 
predominantly Muslim, Hindu, or Buddhist 
and rank among the top fifty persecutors of 
Christians. Christian relief groups are 
divided about giving the gospel along with 
relief supplies. One missionary described the 
tsunami as "one of the greatest opportunities 
God has given us to share his love with his 
people." A Catholic bishop speculated that 
God allowed the tsunami as a "brutal caress" 
so that people's love, shown in the 
spontaneous worldwide support after the 
disaster, would prevail. CNS News and ENI 
— January 25 

■For the first time, US Catholic Bishops 
joined a national ecumenical forum, Christian 
Churches Coming Togetherin theUSA. CCT 

victims AP — January 24 

■Can the UN be redeemed? UN failures in 
Rwanda, Somalia, and Bosnia-Herzegovina 
resulted in the deaths of thousands in the 
1990s. Saddam Hussein' s manipulation of 
the UN's Oil for Food program increased his 
military budget one hundredfold and 
influenced UN Security Council members to 
support his tyrannical rule. On its 60th 
anniversary, the UN has not safeguarded 
international peace and security, particularly 
against the terrorism threat. Jerusalem Post 
— January 14 

■A new report details pervasive anti-
Semitism in Palestinian media and society. 
TV, newspapers, radio, school textbooks, 
even crossword puzzles reinforce 
stereotypes that Jews are subhuman, 
threaten the existence of Palestinians and 
should be eliminated from the world. 
Palestine Media Watch issued the report 
titled "Kill a Jew — Go to Heaven." Daily 
Standard — February 11 

■Eight million Iraqis voted January 30 to the 
surprise of the Western media. Iraqis danced 

Religion in the News 
welcomes churches that believe in Jesus as 
God and Savior, worship and serve the one 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and seek to 
present a more credible Christian witness in 
the world. NCC News — November 18 

■The World Council of Churches on 
Monday urged its members to consider 
economic measures to oppose Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian territory. The 
WCC statement encouraged divestment 
because multinational corporations are 
involved in settlement construction, in 
building the dividing wall and other 
violations of international law. ENI-
February 21 

MA Vatican university is holding classes on 
performing exorcisms. One hundred priests 
are currently enrolled. The Vatican is 
concerned about the growth of Satanism and 
the availability of occult information on the 
Internet. The Pope issued updated exorcism 
guidelines in 1999. AP — February 17 

■Once impossible under Communist rule, 
the Russian Orthodox Church is now 
planning a general television channel 
in Russia. Current Orthodox TV programming 
would fill a major cable channel's airtime. ENI 
— February 23 

in the streets, proudly displaying their ink-
stained fingers indicated they had voted. 
Voters killed at the polls were buried as 
martyrs while the body of one suicide bomber 
was spat upon. A prominent Shiite 
spokesman observed, "We are celebrating 
the end of tyranny." Washington Post 

—February 4 

■The US, France, Germany, Russia and 
Saudi Arabia recently demanded that Syria 
pull its troops from Lebanon. Muslim and 
Christian Lebanese united to protest Syria's 
perceived role in the assassination of former 
Prime Minister Hariri. Druze leaderJumblatt 
observed, "When I saw the Iraqi people 
voting ... it was the start of a new Arab world. 
The Berlin Wall has fallen." Dallas Morning 
News — March 6 

MA global network of computer users has 
clocked up more than 4000 years' worth of 
computer calculations in less than three 
months. Thousands have joined the World 
Community Grid which uses idle computer 
time to solve serious health and social 
problems. When finished, the project will 
have completed more than 20000 years of 
computing. BBC — February 17 ❑ 

■Southern Baptist advocates of Christian 
education formed www.GetTheKidsOut.org  
to advocate a Christian exodus from public 
schools. The organization will alert parents 
of "the staggering loss of faith and morals in 
children who attend the 'officially neutral' 
public schools," and assist them in finding 
ways to move children into Christian schools 
or home schools. Agape Press — January 17 

■Ukrainian Christians united recently to 
support freedom candidate Yushchenko for 
president. "What is happening here is an 
answer to prayer," one pastor said. "It is 
unbelievable. The Christians are in unity. 
The Baptists are standing beside the 
Orthodox people—who hated us before." 
Religious tension has been high in Ukraine 
since independence from the Soviet Union. 
Evangelical Christians have grown from 
250,000 to more than 3 million since 1991. 
Charisma News Service — February 4 

■Christian radio in the United States has 
shown "tremendous growth" within the last 
five years. The actual number of Christian 
radio stations has increased twelve percent 
to 2,014. Fifteen percent of U.S. based radio 
stations have a religious format. Assist News 
Service — February 15 ❑ 
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Conventions 
"In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted." Psalms 89:16 

2005 

Apri130, May 1 EastHartford, CT. HartfordBibleStudentsAnnual. 
Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford, CT. 
Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. 
Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-Mail: djslivinsky@sbcglobal.net  

April 30, May 1 Farmington Hills, MI. Associated Bible Students 
of Metropolitan Detroit Annual. New Location: The Finnish Center 
Association,35200W.EightMileRoad,FanningtonHills,MI 48335- 
5108. Phone: (248)478-6939. "PyramidPublicMeeting"on Saturday 
evening. For information contact the Secretary: Nancy Hummel, 
27200 Dixboro Rd., South Lyon, MI 48178-9247. Phone: (248) 486-
6357. E-mail: j7hummel@peoplepc.com  

May 28, 29 Seattle, WA. Puget Sound Bible Students, Clarion Hotel 
SeattleAirport,3000 South 176`s  St., Seattle, WA 98188. Phone: (206) 
242-0200. Topical Study. Four speakers. For programs and 
information contact the Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren, 16227 
CascadianWay, Bothell, WA 98012. Phone: (425)742-4439. E-mail: 
palm2520@earthlink.net  

June 4, 5 Morris, CT. Waterbury Bible Students. Saturday 
afternoon atMorris, CT. Sunday at the Litchfield Fire House on Route 
#202,Litchfield, CT. Formoreinformationcontactthe Secretary: Mrs. 
Anthony Tsimonis, Waterbury Bible Students, P.O. 1494, 
Waterbury, CT. 06721. Phone: (860) 567-0109. E-mail: 
Tsimonis  @aol.com  

June 11, 12 Franklin, IN. Hope Bible Students 20th Annual. 
Holiday Lane, I 65 and St. Rt. 44 (Exit 90). For information and 
programs contact the Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29" 1  Street, 
Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail: 
shastain@tls.net  

June 18, 19 East Stroudsburg, PA. Allentown Bible Students. East 
Stroudsburg University. Beers Lecture Hall. Six speakers. For 
programs andinformation contactthe Secretary: Sylvia Yanolko, 820 
St. Paul St., Whitehall, PA 18052. Phone: (610) 264-3550. E-mail: 
das1874@yahoo.com  

June 24-26 Salem, OR. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish 
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE, Salem, OR 97302. For 
information or accommodations contact: Betty Jahn, 2046 Spring 
Hollow Lane S, Salem, OR 97302 Phone: (503) 391-0997. E-mail: 
betty  @ jahn.cc 

July 2-4 Madison, NJ. Bible Students Congregation of New 
Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickinson University, Dreyfus 
Building, 285 Madison Ave., Madison, NJ. Seven Speakers. Contact 
Secretary: Celeste Ostry, 19 Park Ave., Green Brook, NJ 08812. 
Phone: (732) 424-8372. E-mail: celeste.ostry@verizon.net  

July 27-31 Greencastle,IN. Indiana-OhioBibleStudentEcclesias'. 
DePauw University, Greencastle, IN. Twenty-One speakers. Theme: 
"...let us hold fast the confession of our hope..." For information and 
registration contact: Sarah Easton, c/o New Albany-Louisville Bible 
Students, P.O. Box 0197, New Albany, IN 47151. Phone: (812) 949- 
5150. E-mail: s.l.Easton@att.net  

August 17-21 Ibadan, Oyo State Nigeria. General Convention of 
Nigerian Bible Students. Located at Institute of Church and Society, 
Samonda Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. For information contact 
ChairmanGeneralConventionCommittee: Br. CajetanO. Egbu, NO.2 
Darlington Street, Mokola Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. Phone: (23) 
(480) 333-9949 

August 19-21 Eagle Creek, OR. Portland Area Bible Students. 
Collins Retreat Center, 32867 SE Highway 211, Eagle Creek, OR. 
Topics: "Book of Philippians" and "II Peter 3 - Day of the Lord." For 
programs and information contact the Secretary: Bruine Hack, 11655 
SW Jamaica, Wilsonville, OR. 97070. Phone: (503) 682-9016. 
E-mail• hack @ easystreet.com  

September 2-4 Sunnyvale, CA. Antioch Bible Students. Ramada 
Inn of Silicon Valley, 1217 Wildwood Ave., Sunnyvale, CA 94086. 
Phone: (800)888-3899. Foraccommodations andinformationcontact 
the Secretary: Carol Long, 5987 Kylench Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 
95621. Phone: (916) 727-6308. E-mail• caroljlong@comcast.net  

September 3 -5 GlenEllyn,IL. WestSuburbanBibleStudents,Labor 
Day. New location: Accommodations Coordinator: Mrs. Leonard 
Szczesny, 1125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL. 60181. 

September 24, 25 Piqua, OH. Miami Valley Bible Students Annual. 
Upper Valley NS, 811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH 45365. For information 
contact the Secretary: Dick Peddemors, 1766 Simes Road, Sidney, OH 
45365. Phone: (937) 492-8610. E-mail: peddemors@erinet.com  

November 24 -27 Hudson, OH. Akron Bible Students Annual. 
Holiday Inn, 240 E. Hines Hill Road, Hudson, OH. Four speakers 
Please contact: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216. 
Phone: (330) 882-3309. E-mail: jklich@infionline.net ❑ 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his 
reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the 
truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows 
and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling 
is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 
6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Entered into Rest From page 12 

her memorial service at the Retirement Center on February 26. At Sr. 
Ruth's request, Brs. David Bruce and Jerry Leslie officiated. She is 
survived by her husband of 11 years Br. Wilson (1801 NE 201 Ave. 
F4, Fairview, OR 97024); children: Dolores Bond, Gerald Manahan, 
William Manahan, Barbara Powell, Elizabeth Rice and two sisters: 

Marie Henderson and Thelma Rood. She was predeceased by her 
brother, Br. David Tiffany. 

• Sr. Wannie Tate finished her course on April 1 at age 83 in Phoenix, 
Arizona. She learned the Truth from her late husband, Jim. They spent 
many years working at the Dawn and later lived at the Bible Students 
Retirement Center. She leaves behind four children. ❑ 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, 
and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic informa-
tion for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. Please 
refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of convention 
listings for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, 
as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net  
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach.... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 

. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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