BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER
Volume 33 / Number 4 / Winter 2004

Present Truth Regathering-75 Years Ago
The following historical article was
compiled primarily from convention
reports. Many thanks to Brs. Carl
Hagensick and Brian Kutscher for the
photo's and to the other brethren involved
for bringing to our attention the linkage, we
have today, with those from the past who
made a stand for the Truth. May the Lord
add his blessing. Ed.

In the autumn of 1929 brethren in Pittsburgh began a work of regathering the Bible
Students, a work that still touches the brethren today. The years
after Br. Russell's death
were those of tumult and
confusion because the
Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society, under the
direction of J.F. Rutherford, instituted many
changes in Christian docBr. Russell
trine and practice.
Among the changes that deeply disturbed
the flock were: the issuance and subsequent
retraction of the Seventh Volume, which was
purported to be Br. Russell's posthumous
work, the numerous and substantive revisions to The Tabernacle Shadows of Better
Sacrifices, the failure of Rutherford' s expectations that 1925 would be the end of the
world and the declaration of the devil's authorship of the Great Pyramid. Rutherford,
using the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society as his channel, had taken the position of
"that servant." The liberty of the brethren

Greetings in the Lord
With the New Year underway, we offer humble thanks to God that we are still
earnestly, lovingly and deeply interested in
the study of the Truth and the assembling of
ourselves together. Thank God the Truth
shines brighter and brighter, more and more,
and we thank him warmly for the blessings
past that we reflect upon in this issue along
with reports of current assemblies. May the
coming year be more abundant in grace,
love and knowledge of our Father's character and plan is our fervent prayer. To all in
Christ Jesus we send hearty greetings and
best wishes for the year 2005.

Inside the old chapel at 610 Arch St., Allegheny, PA

and ecclesias were greatly restrained and by
the close of 1931 approximately 75 percent of
those who had been Bible Students during
Br. Russell's lifetime had left the Watchtower
organization. (W. J. Schnell. 1963. Thirty
Years a Watchtower Slave. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House, page 41)
Some of the Pittsburgh brethren who left
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
wondered, how they could find other lost
sheep. Five brothers sent a letter October 1,
1929 informing local brethren of their intentions. In part it read, "A very grave situation
[has developed] amongst the Lord's people.
... a policy [has been] adopted by the Society,
which to a very large extent discredits and
sets aside the purpose and life work of our
dear Br. Russell, as well as the institution
organized under his direction for the dissemination of the Truth."
The writers of the letter emphasized,
they would "recognize but one head, our
Lord Jesus and would not be subject to any
human organization or man-made test..."
Like- minded brethren were invited to meet
at the Old Bible House, 610 Arch Street in
Allegheny, Pennsylvania. (1929 Convention
Report, preface)

One week later, 75 brethren met as the
Pittsburgh Ecclesia. They knew of general
dissatisfaction throughout the tri-state area
and prayerfully considered calling a general
convention. Since Pittsburgh was the birthplace of the Truth movement founded by
Pastor Russell, the friends thought it would
be appropriate to hold the convention November 1- 3, which was the weekend after
the anniversary of his death. The October
and November Herald editions spread the
word to their mailing list. The brethren also
sent letters to names in their Daily Heavenly
Manna books. The organizers wondered who
would come for Present Truth and who would
stay with the organization?
The 1929 Convention Report referred to
this regathering as: fresh awakening, new
awakening, revival of interest, new era in
the history of the Bible Students movement,
reorganizing of brethren, united forward
movement, homecoming convention and an
old-time reunion.
Over 165 brethren came to this reunion
convention by railroad and car from Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Canada, New Jersey, New
York, Michigan, Pennsylvania and as far
away as the state of Washington and Scot-land.
They assembled in the third floor chapel
See Regathering page 12
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."

■Br. Ted Marten (2007 Waterford Ln., Woodridge, IL 60517) fell
September 27 and broke his tailbone, a painful
injury. His healing required complete bed rest
in a rehabilitation center for over three weeks.
Br. Ted relates, "The experience has been a
great blessing because of the overwhelming
outpouring of encouragement from the brethren in the form of e-mails, cards, letters, phone
calls and visits. I thank the Lord daily for my
brethren and hope that I can in some small way
learn to be more faithful in encouraging others."
• Sr. Maggie Keaton (do Mrs. William Davis, 677 E 3350 N, Fishers, IL 61843, e-mail• wpdavis @pdnt.com) is in declining health
and has been in a nursing home for three years. She recently had a
stroke and has recovered better than the doctors or family expected.
Unable to talk, she still has a happy disposition and enjoys being
read the Truth and messages from the brethren. The family: Sr. Pam
Davis, Sr. Gail Grabner and Br. Bruce Keaton, would appreciate a
continued interest in your prayers.
Wk. Eleos Mundell (12414 W. Keystone Dr., Sun City West, AZ
85375, e-mail: eleosm 1 @juno.com ) suffered a severe decline in
health and was near death when a homeopathic doctor diagnosed
Addison' s disease–a shutdown of the adrenal glands. By taking a
cortisone type drug his strength is gradually being restored. Living in a new city, he had visited several doctors who were unable
to diagnose him His natural sister, Sr. Alethea bore the strain of
her brother's care while navigating in an unfamiliar city. They are
both thankful to the Lord for his overruling providences and the
compassion of the brethren.
■Br. Jim Cothren (1300 Huntsville Hill Dr. SE, Huntsville, AL
35802, e-mail: jimcothren@knology.net)
fractured two vertebrae–L 1 and L2 right below
the waist–September 25 when he fell over five
feet from a ladder. His recuperation required
complete bed rest for two weeks. After three
months he has returned to work full time. He is
thankful for the Lord's watchcare and desires
to learn the lessons intended. Romans 8:28
II Sr. Wilma Shannon (459 Cooper Cove, St. Augustine, FL 32095,
e-mail: flyfree @aug.com) had knee replacement surgery October
19 and is thankful to the Lord for the relief of her arthritis pain.
With her improved mobility she is looking forward to studies with
the brethren in her area.
■Sr. Marsha Hauke (46 Heather Rd., Newark, DE 19702, e-mail:
davhauke@udel.edu) has been diagnosed with a rare cancer that is
in an advanced stage. She is currently taking chemotherapy treatments in the hope that this will shrink the tumor. Sr. Marsha and her
husband Br. David and mother Sr. Mary Geisinger request prayers
from the brethren that they have the courage to be submissive to
the Lord's will.
■Br. Hal Fries (32 Pulaski St., Mahomet, IL 61853) lost his wife Joyce
November 25. Joyce had been in a nursing home the past three years.
Consecrating three years ago, Br. Hal appreciated the outpouring of
love from his new family in the Lord. Br. Hal is thankful that Br. Ed
Grabner could give a Truth message at his wife's memorial service.

Psalms 46: 1

II Br. John Forsythe (4840 Towne South Rd., St. Louis, MO 63128,
e-mail: johnf1874@charter.net) had two angioplasties September 9
to open blocked blood vessels in his right leg. Two weeks later, doctors put two stents in his heart. Through these on-going test of faith,
Br. John and his wife Sr. Delores are learning greater patience.
■Br. Sam Watts (2706 East 1 1 th St., Odessa, TX 79761) had a
trying experience when his son Kent, was shot in an armed robbery at a convenience store in Mississippi on
November 24. The first shot went through
Kent's neck, barely missing the major artery
and vertebrae. With intent to kill, the gunman shot him again, shattering his jaw. Three
weeks later he went back to work, with his
jaw wired shut. What man meant for evil, the
Lord overruled for good, as many blessings
have come through this experience. Br. Sam
realizes our lives are in God's hands and he is in control. Our confidence is not misplaced. Br. Sam and his wife Joyce are thankful
to all the brethren for their expressions of love and prayers.
II Sr. Ella Neale (Lakeside L.T.C. 3152 —150 Dunn Ave., Toronto,
ON, M6A 2R6 Canada) had a stroke in October that affected her
vision. At 85 years of age, she has been consecrated only six years.
Hospitalized for over three weeks in December for an infection and
low sodium level, she is wheelchair bound and resides in a long-term
care facility. Unable to read well and with limited fellowship, she
would enjoy hearing from the brethren.
■Sr. Lois King (251 Lazy Bend Est. Rd., Millsap, TX 76066,
e-mail: apilgrim@ev 1 .net) had laparoscopic gallbladder surgery
October 28. The following day the doctors orally removed a stone
lodged in the bile duct. She had a four-day hospital stay. Sr. Lois
is willing to endure whatever the Lord allows. Job expresses her
sentiments "though He slay me yet will I trust Him."
■Br. Frank Boychuk (263 Moray St., Winnipeg, MB R3J 3A4
Canada, e-mail: f.boychuk@ shaw.ca) had two strokes since October 30 and surgery to remove a life-threatening
blood clot in the cerebellum. Br. Frank and his
wife Sr. Ann are thankful he was in Winnipeg
when this happened, as they were in Eastern
Europe this summer. A few days before the
stroke they were over 950 miles from home.
He has no paralysis or speech difficulties but
does need daily therapy to regain his coordination for walking. Mentally alert, Br. Frank
is weak physically. It is anticipated he will be in the hospital three
months. The Boychuks wish to thank the brethren for their love
expressed through e-mails, cards, phone calls and flowers.
■Sr. Mary Geisinger (1215 S. Rapps Dam Rd., Phoenixville, PA
19460) fell December 6 and was unable to get up because of weakness from an infection. When her family could not reach her they
called the police. She was taken to the hospital where she spent five
days in intensive care. Recuperating at home, she is taking physical
therapy for her arm and shoulder that were hurt in the fall.
■Sr. Kathi Robinson (1509 Thornapple Ln., Sanford, FL 32771, email: PerryRobinson@cfl.rr.com) was hospitalized for an unknown
virus, which caused a high fever, aching neck, nausea and a rash
See Afflicted page 13

3

Entered Into Rest
"It is a faithful saying: for if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with Him:" 11 Timothy 2:11

"Rest From Her Labours"
Sr. Alpha Koterba, age 80, of the Paterson, NJ Ecclesia finished her
course quietly October 30 after suffering from Alzheimer's Disease
for over ten years. Her parents Br. William and Sr. Maria Szutiak
were active among the Chicago Polish brethren. After consecrating
at age 18, she went to the Dawn where she served for more than 60
years. Loving the Lord with all her heart, mind, soul and strength she
supported studies, follow-up work, public meetings and frequently
visited the sick and isolated. Sr. Alpha and her late husband Br.
Michael enjoyed many opportunities to share hospitality and often
had a house full of brethren. She had many seasons to hone her
skills at mass food production in the 35 years she served as cook
for the East Coast Bible Student's Youth Camp where attendance
was over 80.
Fluent in the Polish language Sr. Alpha engaged in overseas correspondence. After WWII she gathered barrels of medicine, food and
clothes to send to the friends overseas, a habit that continued for as
long as she could serve. When the International Conventions began
in the early 1980s she eagerly went to meet the brethren she had
helped for many years and attended every International Convention
with the exception of 2004. Her circle of fellowship widened to
include brethren in South America and India. Her interests included
visiting Israel, which she did three times.
In 1990 she received thrilling correspondence from a sister in
Romania who asked if there were any Bible Students left in America.
This sister gave her phone number and immediately Sr. Alpha and
Br. Bologa (who spoke Romanian) called her. This was their first
contact with Sr. Elizabeth Precup. A great door was opened to an
unknown flock of hundreds of the Lord's people.

As secretary, for thirty years, of the Lundquist Religious Exhibits
she stored the Tabernacle models at her home and assisted in the
assembly and narration of many
displays at shopping malls, churches,
synagogues and auditoriums.
Sr. Alpha's memorial service
November 20 was attended by approximately 165 brethren and friends
of the Truth. Brs. Ray Luke, Leo Post,
Nicodem Kasperowicz and Richard
Perwin reminisced about her life (Br.
Leo Post, who knew her since she
was two years old, finished his course
less than two weeks later). Br. O.B.
Elbert sang her favorite hymn "Close
To Thee" while her grandson Michael
accompanied him on her mandolin.
As a young woman she filled the position of first mandolin in two
Chicago city orchestras, which she gave up when she consecrated,
realizing she could only do one thing well — serve the Lord. This was
reflected in her favorite text: "This one thing I do..." Phil. 3:13
She is survived by her son Dan (142-14, 26th Ave., Apt. 4H,
Flushing, NY 11354, e-mail: ktrbakrnr@hotmail.com), daughter
Sr. Ruth Cunningham (6324 Tutbury Ln., Troy, MI 48098, e-mail:
RicRuthC @ aol.com) and grandsons Michael and Christopher
Koterba, a niece Sr. Merrily Wesolowski and nephew Lee Wesol.
Her husband Br. Michael and a sister, Sr. Lucille Wesol, preceded
her in death.

■ Br. Leo Post of the New York Ecclesia died November 29 at
the age of 86. Br. Leo's father introduced the Truth to his mother
Sr. Caroline Postkanka, who was
from a Polish Catholic background.
Growing up in Chicago, Br. Leo lost
his father at age four. Consecrating
at age 19, he was immersed in Lake
Michigan with 17 others. He served
as an elder in the Chicago Ecclesia
until 1965 when his employer transferred him to New York. Of a moderate temperament and quiet spirit,
the brethren in the United States and
overseas appreciated his services.
Since his move to New York he
volunteered at the Dawn. After his
retirement in 1981 he worked full
time, serving the last few years on the editorial committee. Married over fifty years to Sr. Mary, Br. Leo faithfully cared for her in
her years of suffering with Alzheimer's disease. She died in 1998.
He later married Sr. Ann-Truth (24 Lexington Rd., New City, NY
10956). He has three children, Carole Post of NJ, Elizabeth Marner
of NY and Thomas of CA and four grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by a son Michael and a sister, Sr. Mary Litwin. Br. Robert
Gorecki delivered the funeral message December 4.

In her youth she was a professional violinist, pianist and singer. She
first learned the Truth from her chiropractor while living in Oregon.
Later, she lived in St. Louis and then served at the Dawn. Sr. Edna
consecrated in 1969, the same year she married. At her request there
was no funeral or memorial service. Her husband Br. Howard (do
Heritage of Huntington nursing home, 1180 W 500 N, Huntington,
IN 46750) survives along with a nephew Ralph Kelsey.

■ Sr. Edna Pohler, age 86 of the Muncie Area Bible Students died
October 23 at the nursing home where she resided the last few months.

■ Sr. Florence Megacz died December 5 from complications of
a broken leg, preceded by a four-year trial with vascular dementia.
Forty-nine of her 86 years were spent
fulfilling her covenant of sacrifice. Sr.
Florence supported the meetings and
activities of the Chicago Ecclesia.
When her children were small she
took two buses to attend the Sunday
meetings. She gave of herself to others. Having a hospitable heart, she
cared for her aged mother and sent her
grandchildren weekly Bible lessons
for fifteen years. She learned the Truth
from her parents Br. John and Sr.
Stella Banas and faithfully passed this
message along to her children: Sr. Dee
Gebarowski (2513 Dowler Cir., Signal Mtn, TN 37377), Sr. Joanne Klich (1072 Elno, Kent, OH 44240)
and Br. Joe (9105 Chatham Ct., Woodridge, IL 60517). Sr.
See Entered into Rest page 10

4

Our Brethren S • eak
"...Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Matthew 25:40

Testimonies at Glen Ellyn, IL September 4
Witnessing in Israel
Sr. Millie Szatko, Chicago (IL) Bible Students
"...God has given me so much to be thankful for that we, in return,
feel that either in song or in testimony we need to say how thankful we
are. I am so thankful that my parents were in the
Polish class and we had this Truth that sustains
us. I believe in being instant in prayer...While
our lives from day to day and our experiences
may vary, we are all striving for one thing — to
make our calling and election sure so we can
hear that 'well done, good and faithful servant.'
I want to be faithful and more zealous. I am not
as zealous as I used to be, being unable to do
as I used to. However, I remember the trip to Israel when we were
in the marketplace. One experience, which stands out in my mind is
where one of the Rabbis refused a videotape but as he passed by me
at the other end I offered him a booklet, which he took. I guess he
saw everyone else taking something and decided to take it after all.
It made me kind of laugh.
"When I travel, I always ask for an end seat because of my arm.
When I got on the plane to attend the General Convention they
gave me a middle seat. The lady sitting next to me in the end seat
overheard my conversation and said she did not mind changing with
me. We changed seats and I started talking about the Truth with
her. She asked where I was going and I told her I was going to a
Bible convention. She said she is a Seventh-Day Adventist and we
started talking about the Truth and some things we agreed on. A
younger fellow, close by, overheard the conversation and he said,
`I am a Seventh-Day Adventist too'... I thank my heavenly Father
for these opportunities. Not only do you have an opportunity to
witness to somebody but also you instill in yourself that you do
love the Truth and you do want others to hear it. Even in the plane
I usually leave tracts in the seat pockets.
"I pray to the Lord for opportunities to talk with someone about
the Truth. I also try and put out tracts at the stores where there are
racks to hold them. I often wonder whether people think about these
tracts when they pick them up or just dispose of them. However,
I continue to take these opportunities because if I do not take advantage of them, I miss them. I thank my heavenly Father for all
his goodness and mercy in my life and I want to make my calling
and election sure..."
Cool Treatment Because of Witness on Hell Fire
Sr. Edna May Chastain, Hope (IN) Bible Students
"I am very happy to be here. This place is like home to me as many
of the brethren here have played such an important part in my life.
I appreciate this convention very much. The
talks and the panel were wonderful.
"We have had a lot of witnessing experiences as a class as well as individually. I saw
in the local newspaper that the Dead Sea Scrolls
were on display in Indianapolis. I wanted to see
them but did not know how I was going to get
there. Sr. Karen Baker gladly volunteered to
take me and it was a wonderful exhibit. They spoke about the different
aspects of the scrolls and at one point were talking about chronology
when Sr. Karen and I looked at each other and smiled, knowing that
through our studies of the Bible and Br. Russell's work we have been
blessed to know these things. That was not the end of it. I attend an

art class one night a week and I witness there a lot. One night we
spent a whole hour of class talking about the Scriptures. Because
of a discussion about eternal torment, some have since treated me
a little cool. Well, I was telling them about seeing the Dead Sea
Scrolls and one lady, after asking me more about it, went to see the
exhibit. She came in the next week saying how wonderful it was.
She said, 'Was it not terrible the way they burned them at the stake,
even women and children?' I said, 'You know, people think that God
does that sort of thing and we would not even think of doing that.'
I was grateful to be able to incorporate that in my witness, because
I had been trying to get that point across, where the Bible says that,
the fear of God is taught by the precepts of men. As a result, this
lady has been closer to me and even if nothing comes of it, we are
able to talk about the Scriptures. I am thankful for that.
"I want to say one more thing before closing. I do not care for
eulogies, nor do I think she would appreciate it but Sr. Bernice
Bushlus, a former member of this ecclesia, played a very important
part in my life. There are some brethren who are very quiet and go
their unassuming way. She was like that. However, her strength,
friendship and influence in my life and the lives of my children
have never been forgotten. So many dear ones are now on the other
side but this is wonderful because when the church is complete, the
blessings can be poured out. I ask for an interest in your prayers
and want more and more to love you as God loves you."
He Knows
Br. Allon MacAlister, Western New York Ecclesia
"...Some brethren know that I am going in for surgery on September
13. It is a colon procedure. I have a malignant tumor in the colon,
which seems to be contained there. The CAT
scans show no invasion of any cancer elsewhere. The Lord is in control and it makes me
think about the hymn, 'He Knows,' [# 110]
recognizing that he is overruling this experience. Whatever the Lord decides, I accept.
Looking ahead as to what the future holds in
my life, I ask an interest in your prayers that I
will be faithful in whatever circumstances the
Lord overrules. I will be about one week in the hospital and then
will go home. We are enjoying the convention very much. Someone
asked, 'You are going to the convention?' I said, 'Certainly.' We
are here rejoicing and have been given much to think about."
Testimonies at Huntsville, AL September 11
Peace in the Midst of a Storm
Br. George Washington, Huntsville (AL) Bible Students
"...I am having the time of my life. I bring greetings from my wife,
who is home with Alzheimer's disease. She is beginning to hallucinate
now, so I require your prayers. I want you to
know that I am a long way from being
handicapped. I had some very good grits this
morning, that I cooked. I thank the Lord for it.
You know, Ralph Waldo Emerson said, 'Every
adversity, every error of judgment, leads to a
greater benefit' I want to tell you a story about
a cruel king that told someone he was having
trouble in his country. War was threatening and many other things
were taking place. He called three of his servants and told them to
paint a picture that would help him in this time of trouble. One painted

rolling hills, with beautiful cattle on them. He brought it to the king and
the king said, 'No, that is not the one.' Another painted a meadow
and a beautiful sunset but the king said, 'No that is not the one.' The
third servant painted a storm, with trees bent over from the blowing
wind. In the midst of all that, he painted a bird sitting on the nest
calmly. The king said, 'That is what I want, to represent peace in the
midst of a storm.' The hymn writer says, 'I've gone many places, I've
seen many faces and many times I've felt so all alone. But in every
situation, God gave me blessed consolation and let me know that my
trials are his own. So, I thank him for the mountains. I thank him
for the valleys. I thank him for the trials he brought me through. If
I never had a problem, how would I have known God could solve
them and I never would have known what prayer and faith could do?
So through it all, I learned to trust in Jesus. I learned to trust in God.
I learned to depend upon his word. May God bless you all."
Serving by Your Side
Sr. Debra Ball, Eastern Kentucky Bible Students
"...I want you to know that I love you all. I always love to come here
to Huntsville. It is like home to me. The farther south I get the happier I am. I have been having some difficulties
but have also been having blessings. I am going to tell you about a very special blessing.
I have been married 28 years, to Br. Darrell.
We have had hard times and good times but
after 28 years you can start to take each other
for granted a little bit. You have talked about
everything there is to talk about...But lately
we have been growing much closer and I know
it is the Lord's doing. I have appreciated that so much and wanted
to say that I appreciate Br. Darrell and the things he does for me.
I want him to know, that I hope the rest of this earthly journey we
take together, I will not take him for granted like I have in the past.
If any of you have not told your mate lately that you love them, then
let them know how glad you are serving by their side. Remember,
they can help build us up or tear us down. They are our other half
that makes us strong or weak in the Lord..."
A Full Heart...
Br. Al Gebarowski, Chattanooga (TN)
"...My heart is full. As many of you know, my wife [Sr. Dee] is not
doing well. She was unable to come and I thank all of you who have
expressed your love for her and for the prayers that have gone up for
her. Fortunately for me, my brother-in-law is retired and was able to
come down to Chattanooga this weekend so that I could come to this
convention. I thank the Lord for that provision. I want you to know
that Sr. Dee wished to be here and we love all the brethren here. She
sends her love. I praise the Lord for this wonderful Truth that we
have and for this wonderful hope that we have within us of his coming
Kingdom and the privilege we will have of playing a part in it."
Testimonies at Piqua, OH September 25
Citizenship in Heaven
Br. Jordan Gray, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
"...We are thankful for the experiences we have been having and
I want to testify about a couple. One was a brief experience I will
recount from work. Several of us were sitting together at the lunch
table talking about the [national] elections and I stupidly chimed in
and said, 'Oh, I am not going to vote and it does not matter either
way.' One gentleman got kind of hot under the collar and showed he
was shocked. I have had previous discussions with this person. He
is an active father with teenagers and in the group Promise Keepers
and a couple of other circles but not really married to any one thing.
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I came back a couple of days later and was throwing out some bait
for discussion, as I wanted to finish the topic from before. I told him
that voting was not something that I felt necessarily overinvested
in, as my citizenship is in heaven. So, as far as the elections are
concerned, anything was fine. He turned around with, 'Well, Jesus
was very invested in his community.' That was the exact phrase.
We had a fun little dialogue and, by the Lord's grace, I was able to
show that preservation of the community was not the Lord's effort.
Also, I illustrated that the church did not have a very good history of
being involved in politics. I had the Scriptures on my side to make
these points and this is where he buckled. After being so verbose
and aggressive about his viewpoint, he finally said, 'Well, I am kind
of fed up with voting.' I thought that was interesting. Most people
who are so vocal and strong usually do not have a leg to stand on
with their convictions."
"A Plus Experience"
Sr. Mildred Raffel, Miami Valley (OH) Bible Students
"...I cannot tell you how happy I am to be here. This is the second
meeting of the brethren I have attended since April 22. It is wonderful to see some of the faces who have honored
me with beautiful letters, greeting cards and emails. I feel whatever I say will not be adequate
to express what is in my heart for all the loving
kindness coming down to me because of my
afflictions, which the Lord gave to me out of
faithfulness because there are many things yet
to be accomplished in me.
"I am going to tell you a little of what I am
doing in experiences. I am not going to tell you too much because I
might talk too long... I was preparing for a medical procedure when
I had a heart attack on April 22. I had been worried all day because I
could not get to the telephone to let them know I would not be there
the next morning. I was having a heart attack for twelve hours and
did not know it. I did make it to the phone and while I was there,
Br. John Baker called and wanted to know if I could talk. I said,
`No,' and hung up. Then I thought I had better call 911, which I
managed to do. When the medics came they told me I was having a
heart attack. I said, 'I cannot believe it. It does not feel like what I
have heard how a heart attack acts.' I was taken to the hospital and,
just like that, all the concerns that were in my mind about notifying
this person or doing something else, rolled away and I did not have
a care in the world. I could see the Lord's hand. He just took it all
away and took me out of one setting and put me in another where I
had absolutely nothing to say about what was done. My wishes were
not important. I was in a totally new environment. I resented it at
first but it did not take long to see the Lord's hand and to recognize
it was for the best. As time went by, my peace increased and I can
honestly say that other than acting a little impatient—which my sister
could testify to—I maintained that inner calm and was not concerned
about anything. However, my concerns have now all been put on
somebody else. That is one way to get rid of them.
"I just want you to know it was a plus experience from the Lord.
The day before I left the nursing home I found out I had a malignant
tumor and had to go into the hospital for surgery. Well, that was a bit
of a bump. It took a little thinking to get over but it went all right. I
will not say it was a cup of tea but I know there are others who have
had worse. Another thing this experience taught me is that I can trust
the Lord even though I might think I have something bigger than I
can handle. The Lord has always been bigger than anything and I
can depend on him to deliver me so I can handle it.
"I just want to say again how delighted I am that you are all here
and that I am here. I hope we still have some time together because
you are all very precious to me."
See Brethren page 6
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Convention in Arkansas
Sr. Sharon Zuber, Benton, Arkansas
"I am here with my husband Tom and it is such a blessing. We praise
God and bring you the love and greetings from our little class of four
in Arkansas which includes my mother and father Sr. Mildred and
Br. Robert Ridgon. We join the Weatherford, Texas, class by way
of conference phone three times a week and we feel like they are our
family and our class. They also wanted their love sent. We thank all
of you for offering this wonderful bounty from the Lord's table.
"We have been very blessed the last few years by experiences
we have seen the Lord's hand in. I had major surgery a couple of
years ago and the tumor turned out benign. My husband has had
two knees replaced since May and he is doing well. My parents
are doing well, although my mother now has some heart problems.
She is in cardiac rehab right now.
"You are all invited to our convention in our little town of Benton,
just outside of Little Rock, Arkansas. We are having a convention
at our home on the first weekend of November this year. If you
need directions, give us your name and address and we will be glad
to send you a program that has directions on it. We would love to
have all of you..."
Blessings in the Upper Room
Br. Paul Lagno, Columbus (OH) Bible Students
"...Sr. Joyce [Lagno] will be here tomorrow, Lord willing. She just
drove back from Buffalo where she saw her father Br. Allon and
stepmother Sr. Evelyn MacAlister. It was difficult for her. She says her father looks very
frail. He had major surgery one week ago and
they are entertaining brethren tomorrow in their
home. It is amazing to see the level of sacrifice
they are willing to make for the brethren. They
are a great example. They ask an interest in your
prayers and are thankful for all the e-mails and
cards you have bestowed upon them.
"One of the big blessings for us is our upper room. I do not know
if you know we have an upper room where Srs. Roz and Marguerite
Rosswick live... Every time Igo up I think I am going to see them frailer.
But, you know what? Every time I go up to comfort them I am the one
who is comforted. I am the one who gets the blessing. This morning
was one of those times. The sisters are having a Volume One study
with one of their nurses. The nurse was there last night and is coming
again tomorrow. This lady is drinking up Volume One. It is amazing.
You can see the Holy Spirit working in Marguerite especially. During
one of the discourses I thought about the preservation and endurance
of the saints and was reminded of their examples — it is wonderful to
see. My wife [Sr. Joyce], Srs. Elneta and Aggie do most of their care.
Sr. Roz cannot walk anymore so we move her in a wheelchair...
"I would like to read a scripture for Sr. Sharon Zuber, who just
testified... Sr. Sharon and her husband built their house for hospitality and the Lord will bless them for that. It says in Hebrews
13, 'Let the love of the brethren continue. And do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers. For by this some have entertained
angels without knowing it.' I really appreciate the hospitality of
the brethren here and all of you touch my heart as one of the angels
of God. I have been blessed by that fellowship."
Testimonies at Ft. Worth, TX October 11-14
Stayed up All Night Reading the Truth
Br. Mark Tribble, Starksville (MS) Bible Students
"...These testimonies inspire me to tell my little story. I was raised
in Illinois, 60 miles south of Chicago. I had never heard of the Bible
Students even being that close to one of the largest classes. I was
raised in the Nazarene Church, which is a real hell-fire and trinity

church. We lived in a predominantly Catholic town and I was one
of two Protestants in my school. I was always different from the
main stream. We heard a lot of hell fire sermons and my brothers
and I used to hold our breath as long as we could while the preacher
was preaching just to get our minds off the subject. I never could
understand or reconcile it and I never got 'saved' from hell. When I
was old enough, I left the churches altogether because I thought they
were all the same. I loved the Lord in my way but I could not find
anything in organized religion that satisfied my heart. I married,
and when we had our first child we started church shopping. That is
where you go from church to church looking for somewhere to go.
We fmally landed back with the Nazarene Church because I figured
they were all pretty much the same. I tried to be the Sunday school
teacher and be a part of things.
"Then I was part of a grand jury where a boy had hung himself and
we were looking at all the evidence surrounding it. All the children
in my Sunday school class knew the boy and asked me if he went to
hell. The teaching is that, if you hang yourself, you are going straight
to hell. I told them, 'Yes, I guess he did.' However, I went to the
preacher because I did not know. He, of course, agreed. But Sr.
Suzanne [Tribble] sent away for a booklet called, 'How to Study the
Bible and Have It Make Sense' from a magazine offer in Freebies.
That was in 1993. She gave it to me and I sat down and read it. I
saw all the booklets in the back and ordered every single one of them.
The Wilmington, Delaware class had placed the ad and I received the
booklets from them. I received a big box of books and booklets and
it was only $16.00, which surprised me. I started reading all I could.
I would stay up all night and read. I made it through the Volumes in a
few weeks and continued on. I did not know where these people were
located but I wrote to the Wilmington class and Br. Tim Armstrong
called me along with Br. Allen Springer. I knew that was it. I did
not know anyone but knew from what I was reading, that this was the
Truth. I went to the Indiana-Ohio Convention in 1993 and consecrated.
It has been wonderful ever since. The Lord has blessed us with a nice
little class. My parents are still in the Nazarene Church but they do
not hate the Truth as much now as they did. One thing I did wrong
was, instead of giving them one booklet to read, I had a whole box
sent to them also. When they got it they were overwhelmed... They
still do not accept the Truth but at least we do not fight about it like
we did. The Truth has been the most wonderful thing that has ever
happened to me and my family..."
Deep Roots
Br. Constantin Liviu, Toronto Bible Students
"I would like to thank all of you for your spiritual support. It has been
a year since I was here...I was new then and shaky in my confidence.
But here I am, a year later and more confident
than ever...Even though all of you were far
away in distance, I felt that we were close and
in harmony of the spirit. Whereas, I needed help
in the beginning, now I feel more confident. I
am learning more and more of the Truth every
day. The more I learn the more I want to learn
because it is awesome. The plan that God has
for every single individual on this planet is a
beautiful and wonderful plan of salvation to restore mankind to what
originally was intended–this paradise where no one will see sorrow or
pain and where there will be only tears of joy. I am now seeing these
things clearer and clearer and I become overjoyed. I do not like to be
idle so I decided to come here to the convention and join the brethren
to learn more in order to develop deep roots in the Word. It is good
to have deep roots. As we know the winds are to be unleashed and if we
do not have deep roots we will be blown away. I would like to progress
in this respect. I am at the holy Father's disposal. I sold everything I
had and would like to go and join the brethren in the work, wherever
the heavenly Father might find a use for me. I was thinking of joining

Br. Allen Springer and the brethren in Romania Thank you for
your support. It is good to be here."
Wife's Grandfather Wrote The Vow
Br. Tim Thomassen, Albuquerque (NM) Bible Students
"...It is a unique experience how I happen to be here at convention. I had planned to come to Ft. Worth on October 17 because of a
conference beginning this afternoon, which has
to do with my work. I am a Hearing Officer
for the public schools in Albuquerque and there
is a National Association of Hearing Officers
having an annual conference here this year.
I found out the dates of this convention and
thought since they were back to back, I could
make travel arrangements accordingly. The
brethren graciously volunteered to host me and
it has been a wonderful weekend. It is good to see some of you whom
I have known for a long time but have not seen for a while...Last
weekend I was in Grand Rapids, Michigan for their convention and
the brethren there asked to send their love with brethren wherever they
went, so I will do that. I also bring love from our class in Albuquerque,
especially my wife Sr. Sandy. Some of you know her mother Sr. Buss
who passed away in January. She was 91. Sr. Buss was originally
Roberta Hollister. When the brother was reading the Now Unto the
Lord' this morning, it reminded me that Sr. Roberta' s father Br. Horace
Hollister submitted it to Br. Russell. Br. Hollister was active in Br.
Russell's time. Sr. Sandy is a fifth generation Bible Student and I am
a third generation Bible Student..."
"How I Came Into the Truth"
Br. Eugene Simmons, Metropolitan Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"...Let me tell you how I came into the Truth. I was not searching for
it. I was not brought up in a Truth home but I never was somebody
who was too worldly. I went into the service
reading the Bible but I did not understand it.
I was in a Baptist Church. When you get hold
of the Truth, you think you are going to use
it where you are which I tried in the Baptist
Church but it did not work. They kicked me
out and I did not get the chance to tell why I
was being put out of the church. When I asked
the pastor if I could say something he told me,
`No.' I was to leave quietly and he would take care of it.
"I was minding my own business one day at home, not searching
for the Truth. As a Baptist, you do not have the Truth but there is good
order. The people are nice and that was what I had. That day along
came a traveler. I call him a 'traveler sent by the Lord' because I was
not looking for anything. I was not trying to find anything different
than what I had. I thought I was okay... Then, here comes a brother
by my home in Chicago with a Divine Plan of the Ages, which he sold
to me for seventy-five cents. He did not try to 'sell me' on the book.
He did not even talk to me. He just gave me the book and walked
away... I started reading the book to disprove what was in it. As I
began studying it, it turned the tide on me. The more I read the more I
was convinced that it was the Truth. I talked to my brother who was a
Jehovah's Witness and we got into it about the Sodomites. He felt they
were lost. However, he could not hold a light to this little blue book
[Volume One] which was more convincing. Later, the Watchtower
came out saying that the Sodomites would come back.
For a year or so, all I had was that little blue book. By the time I
finally met the brethren I had all the Volumes. What really got my attention was fmding that we are living in 'the day of the Lord.' What a
blessing for me to learn... I cannot tell you why I bought that book but
I do believe there is a power and energy at work in us that we do not
clearly understand. You cannot just walk away from the Truth. You may
think you can but there is a power that stirs you and makes you do
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what you do—and you love doing it. Ever since that time I have been
determined. If you started out with the Truth put out by Br. Russell,
you better continue to eat it because that is the food that nourished
and brought you up. Do not run away from it. You better keep
eating it because you will starve to death if you ever leave it."
A Hurdle, Grasping Lord's Presence
Sr. Jean Orr, Salem, South Carolina
"...I was born into a Baptist family. My grandfather was a Baptist
preacher and my mother was the Sunday school teacher when I was
small. I would walk to church when I was older
but my parents, for some reason, did not go to
church with me then. They had a revival and I
was 10 years old when I was baptized. I call that
my John the Baptist' baptism. I was a serious
child and was sorry for my sins. I wanted to do
the Lord's will for the rest of my life.
I went away to a Baptist college and came
home and married a boy who went to the same church I did. I made
him promise that we would raise our children in the church and attend
regularly and be good Christians... After I had been married a couple
of years, my mother found a Plain Truth magazine and she started
studying it and passed them along to me. I had five children in six
years so since I was up at night I would study them. After about two
or three years, I decided I was thoroughly out of the Baptist Church
in my mind even though I was still going. I invited the World Wide
people to come and visit me and my mother baby-sat when two of
them came. The first thing they said to me was, 'Do you always wear
lipstick?' I said, 'Yes, my husband likes me in lipstick and I try to
please my husband.' They said, 'Well, you have lost your part in
the first resurrection.' So, the Lord did not let me get involved with
them. He stopped it right there because I had sense enough to know
that they were judging and they were wrong. I was crushed, though.
I cannot tell you how terrible I felt. I was washing dishes and tears
were just streaming down my face. I had this big hole inside of me.
I said, 'Lord, what is the Truth? I thought I had found it but I know
they are not right. That is not it.' Either that day or the next I was
telling this to my next door neighbor and she said, 'I have a booklet
that might help you.' It was 'God and Reason.' Well, I had already
gotten over the trinity, immortality of the soul and hell fire by reading
the Armstrong material, so I was prepared to accept this. However, it
did not happen overnight. It was quite a hurdle grasping the Lord's
second presence since I was still looking for him to come [in the
flesh]. But I read all the material just as fast as I could and I passed
it to my mother—just as she had passed things to me.
Mother and I both consecrated but we were still in the Baptist
Church and had to get out. Eventually that came to a showdown
with no one from our family at church that day except my grandparents and me. My mother was very ill and my father had to take
her somewhere. My husband stayed home that day and took care of
the children because he knew I was going to make a speech and I do
not think he wanted to be there. So, after my speech my grandfather
told me, 'Young lady, you have been misinformed.' After that, we
did not go back... Later we moved to South Carolina and though I
am isolated, I am able to be with four sisters each Memorial."
Testimonies at Connellsville, PA October 29-31
"Always Stay with Br. Russell"
Sr. Joanne Zaboski, Ford City (PA) Ecclesia
"I am so thankful to be here as Br. Ray and I do not get out often.
We are grateful to Br. Schuck for sending us videos so we still see you
quite often. I was talking to Br. George Wilmott as I was watching the
video of the 1990 Buffalo Convention. I told him how we were much
younger then. With all the brethren that have problems, I cling
See Brethren page 8
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to the scripture in Peter that tells us to cast all our burdens on the
Lord for he cares—and he does. No matter what we are facing, we
never face it alone, as long as we are walking with the Lord.
"...I learned about Br. Russell from a sister in Shreveport, Pennsylvania, who told me to always stay with Br. Russell because he
had the Truth and I have been so grateful ever since. Thank you
for your time."
Life Without the Truth Miserable
Br. Brandon Shultz, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia
"I want to thank the Lord for being here. I grew up in the Truth
but I did not always have it in my life and it
was miserable. I am thankful I have it now.
My favorite scripture is Proverbs 4:23, 'Keep
thy heart with all diligence for out of it are the
issues of life.' I think that says a lot if you

think about it... I want to thank Br. Duane
and Sr. Judy Cramer for allowing me to stay
with them... There are a lot of blessings and
a lot of things I learned this weekend and I always look forward to
coming to a convention."
Immersed in Stock Tank
Sr. Margaret Olsen, Alexandria Virginia, (DC) Ecclesia
"I want to express my love to everyone here. I go to every convention I can. I thank Br. Wilmott for mentioning me in his testimony because about 50 years ago he immersed five brethren: two
Gowryluk boys, two others and me, in the stock tank at Sr. Betty
Kuly' s home. I enjoy the conventions in Winnipeg—they are special
to my heart. I count my blessings when I see other people if they
seem to be down—especially my daughter—that I can say, count your
blessings, as we have many.
I have time by myself so I like to watch videotapes, especially
on good religious topics. I saw a set of videos for sale on television
which were expensive but they are on the Bible. They consist of
someone reading, chapter by chapter. I received the New Testament
about two weeks ago and I like to sit each morning and read the Bible
as I listen to them... It is nice if you have trouble seeing because
the Scriptures are read to you. You can also see the scriptures and
read them. I also like to read little booklets as I do not have enough
strength in my arms to hold many books. I am sharing this opportunity
with you because they are good if you have any physical handicaps
with seeing or hearing... I am thankful for being here and seeing all
the brethren. I thank the brethren for their labors."
Testimonies at New Haven, CT November 7
Telephone Conference Meetings
Br. Homer Montague, Highland Park (NY) Ecclesia
"...We have always had a small ecclesia and we consider ourselves
extremely blessed because we have many opportunities for meeting which have been expanded. We meet on Monday night for a
Revelation study at the home of Sr. Sandy Koterba. We also had
some telephone meetings in addition. The last time we were there,
we learned that Jersey City uses a conferencing system for their
testimony meetings... They have a system that links into a conference call, which does not necessitate being in the same location.
For our Tuesday meeting, we are studying Daniel and we tried the
conference call system and found that it is a wonderful way of being
in contact with other brethren. I told Sr. Beverly [Montague] that if
we become feeble and unable to travel there is always the possibility of being able to meet with the brethren as long as we have these
speakers and our voices. It is a wonderful thing. Because of this
conference call ability we are going to have a meeting with a sister

in Duncan, British Columbia twice a month. The possibilities of
being with your brethren are endless. When you come in contact
with different brethren they are a wonderful resource for all kinds
of things regarding health, witnessing, etc. ..."
Zeal for the Truth
Sr. Marge Balko, West Newton/Pittsburgh (PA) Ecclesia
"Br. Mike and I are happy to be with you this year. The Lord overruled
last year that we could not be with you due to the critical and sudden
illness of Br. Mike. We are glad that the Lord
overruled and we could be here this year and
continue the work of serving the Lord...
"Our son Br. Michael Balko, from the
Orlando Ecclesia, sends special love. As you
know, the brethren there have survived four
hurricanes and although they had damage to
their homes, they were fortunate not to suffer
complete loss as some of their neighbors. Br.
Michael is a speech pathologist and works with children who have
problems. He says the most stressful time in those four hurricanes were
when the little children saw the clouds coming they said, 'Mr. Balko,
Mr. Balko, are we going to die today?' He reassured them and told
them not to be afraid. They should look for the sunshine again."
Best Plan for our Lives
Sr. Diane Lucas, Jersey City (NJ) Bible Students
"...I want to put an addendum on Br. Homer's testimony about the
teleconferencing... We actually had our first Wednesday night meeting where every member of our class attended—with the exception
of Sr. Marilyn Rodriguez. We are kind of unique in New Jersey,
as we are very spread out. We have brethren in New York, down
the Shore, Central Jersey, Pennsylvania and those brethren that are
housebound as well. With teleconferencing every member of the
class was able to participate and be involved. That was a real blessing. If the brethren are interested, I can give them the information
and help point the way.
"I struggled a great deal when we voted to only have a one-day
convention for Jersey City. I was wondering if it was the right
decision... When our dear Sr. Alpha Koterba died, the shortened
convention provided the opportunity to have her memorial service the
day before. Brethren from out of town might be blessed especially,
because Br. Ric and Sr. Ruth Cunningham...could do both, as Br.
Ric is serving on our platform Sunday. It was a validation to me that
the Lord knows the best plan for our lives as well as our experience
as a body, before we even think about it. I ask an interest in your
prayers and would like to leave you with Psalms 103:21, 22."
Great Feet Washers
Br. Glenn Pryor, Lisbon, CT
"...Often I feel as though I do not have anything important to bring
out in a testimony but one thing struck me, which I have been
thinking about is what beautiful brethren we
have who we could call great feet washers.
They have served the brethren so selflessly
over long periods of time. I am just amazed
at how much they are able to do. It is a great
example to me. Normally we do not cite
names — because we may leave someone out
— but despite that, I will mention a few: Sr.
Alpha Koterba, Br. David and Sr. Marsha
Hauke, who have devoted themselves to brethren who are isolated
and Br. Tony and Sr. Harriet Tsimonis. My family and I have
benefited from the efforts of these brethren and from all of you.
All of us try to use our talents and there are some brethren whose
talent is feet washing..."

Testimonies at Jersey City, NJ November 21
"Her Influence went Far Beyond. . ."
Sr. Gloria Luce, Agawam (MA) Ecclesia
"...I want to bring the love and greetings of Sr. Joan and Br. Ken
White. They are going through a difficult trial with Br. Ken's health.
He is going to have knee replacement surgery
in several weeks and asks an interest in prayer.
I especially want to express my thankfulness
for being here, which was made possible by
the love, care and generosity of Sr. Harriet
and Br. Tony Tsimonis. Even with the trial
they are going through, they never fail to call
me and say that I am welcome to go with them
wherever they go. I am deeply grateful and indebted to them.
"I want to express appreciation for the privilege that has been mine
with Sr. Alpha Koterba. I roomed with her when we went to Israel
and during two of the International Conventions in Germany as well
as being roommates at camp each year... She was an example in her
service and love for the Lord, the Truth and the brethren... The other
day, as I was reading over a book titled He Giveth Songs ,I came across
a few lines that made me think of Sr. Alpha. The title is:
Influence
This learned I from the shadow of a tree
That to and fro did sway upon a wall
Our shadowed selves and influence may fall
Where we can never be.

I thought this was appropriate when remembering Sr. Alpha.
Her influence went far beyond each of our lives. Not only in this
country but also in many parts of the world. For the example she
left me—and I am sure all of you—I give thanks and praise to our
heavenly Father..."

Thanks from Sr. Anna
Sr. Lillian Kasperowicz, Paterson (NJ) Ecclesia
"I spoke with Sr. Anna Tomic and she said, 'You know, I would
like to say something to the brethren and thank them for their cards
and prayers when I was injured in the accident but when I see so
many, I freeze. I cannot do it.' So I would like to thank you on
her behalf now..."
And Thanks from Sr. Joyce
Sr. Joyce Bateman, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia
"Particularly after that last testimony, I would be remiss if I did not
say something. I too want to thank the brethren for their cards and
prayers. As a result of them I am here today. I thank the Lord and
ask a continued interest in prayer as I pray for you."
Prayer from the Heart
Br. Russ Shallieu, Rockland, NY
"I thought I would share a little experience I had last Friday. For
several years I have participated in a Bible study at the Friday noon
hour with my co-workers. It is a mixed group, with two Catholics
— one very staunch — several who are new to the Bible, a theologian
of sorts, a Baptist and me. This particular day something happened
that caught me off guard. We normally have a volunteer open each
meeting with prayer and there is no direct study leader. The Catholic
gentleman said he would like to open the study by reading a prayer
out of the Catholic Missal. I was wondering what we were going to
hear and I looked at the Baptist and he rolled his eyes. Nevertheless,
he read the prayer out of the Missal and it so happens that I could
say 'Amen' to it, because there was nothing objectionable in that
prayer. However, what was really remarkable—and of the Lord's
providence—is that, at the close of the study, there was again a petition to close with a prayer reading. One of the women in the group
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who is very new to Bible study said, 'Can we have a prayer from the
heart?' I think everybody caught on and hopefully that will resolve
future issues that might come up along those lines. It was a blessing
to see that we do not have to get confrontational over something
because this young woman expressed it very nicely..."

Testimonies at Ibadan, Nigeria December 4
No Middle Class
Br. Stephen Obayagbona, Ibadan Ecclesia
"I thank God for his mercy, goodness and love. In this country, there is
no middle class. All we have now is the very poor and the very rich.
The poor are becoming poorer while the rich are becoming richer. I
have being looking to God through Jesus Christ as the only solution
at this time of greater hardship in the country. Trust in the Lord."
"Worthy of Emulation"
Br. Anthony Olinya, Abuja Ecclesia
"I am very happy for the success of this convention I thank God for
granting me and others mercy for the journey. When I went to Onitsha about three weeks ago, there were many accidents on the way.
Also, as I was coming to this convention, there were accidents too
but all of us are here without being involved in any of them. Praise
God for his protection and leadings. This is the greatest convention
I have ever seen. The spirit is loving and encouraging. The oneness
and services are interesting and worthy of emulation."
Robbed on Way to Burial
Br. Edwin Emumokoro, Ibadan Ecclesia
"If you trust in the Lord there will be no problem that brings you
down. God will deliver you in all. This year, I lost my mother at the
age of 120 years. When we were traveling home to bury her, we
were robbed. They took all our money and all things we were going
with for the burial I thank God that the robbers were apprehended
when they robbed another person and many of them were killed
when they were exchanging fire with the police."
Volunteers to Feed the Brethren
Br. Joseph Ajise, Ibadan Ecclesia
"This is the most wonderful convention I have witnessed... There is
peace, love, joy and happiness. No strife and acrimony. In spite of
the hardship in this country, a family volunteered to feed the brethren
in morning and another to take care of feeding the brethren in the
afternoon and another in the evening. Still another volunteered to
accommodate all the brethren from outside Ibadan. Others brought
one donation, or the other, for the success of this convention. This
is how a convention is supposed to be. I thank God for the safe
arrival of all the brethren."
Gives Thanks for Direction
Br. Isaac Ihejirika, Obile Ecclesia
"I thank God for how he protected and led me to Ibadan to attend
this convention. I have not come to Ibadan before...I was grateful
to have the complimentary card Br. Cajetan Egbu gave me during
one of his visits to our class. I had no option but to use it. I arrived
at about 10.00 pm Friday night. The journey started at 6.00 am.
It should have taken between eight to ten hours but it took me 16
hours but I am still very happy because of what I have gained at this
convention. I pray to God to bless all that directed me."
Grateful to be Here
Br. Gabriel Obayagbona, Ibadan Ecclesia
"I thank God for every thing. Yesterday, my one daughter was feverish and this morning another was vomiting. This made their mother
not able to be here this morning but... they have arrived." ❑
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Servin • Our Brethren
"Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us..."

Digital Photodrama

Audio "Reprint" Box Set

A new presentation of "The Photo Drama
of Creation" using modern digital technology is now available. Since the last version
was produced in 1993, additional motion
picture footage has been acquired, as well as
three more panoramic slides. The original
slides, records and films were digitized and
the slides retouched to improve their clarity
and color level. Also, the audio surface
noise has been reduced. The total running
time is 7 hours, 35 minutes. In the new presentation each section of the Photo Drama
is on a separate DVD. The four set DVD
can be obtained for $35 (post paid) to U.S.
addresses, $40 for Canadian addresses and
$45 elsewhere. A single VHS tape is available for $15 (US), $17 (Canada) and $20
(elsewhere). Orders for multiple copies are
offered at a discount price.
Please contact:
Br. Brian Kutscher
6144 University Dr.
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127-2558
E-mail: bkutscher@wowway.com

The Bible Students Congregation of New
Brunswick has available on audiocassette
the three tape audio "Reprint" box set of
"Where Are the Dead?" and "What Say
the Scriptures about Hell?" At the cost of
$5.00.
The 1910 Towers are also available on
audiocassettes as well as Tower articles from
1909 though 1916.
Please write to:
Bible Students Congregation of New
Brunswick,
C/O Bob Gray
81 Braeton Way
Freehold, NJ 07728 USA
E-mail• Ages @aol.com

New E-Mail Address
Bible Students Newsletter
E-Mail: Biblenews @bsnews.net
Please direct all submission to the above
address, prior to the deadline on the back.

Entered into Rest From page 3
Florence has seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Her
husband Joe preceded her in death in 1985. Brs. Tom Ruggirello
and Ted Marten conducted the funeral service December 12 with
100 in attendance. "Her children arise up, and call her blessed."
Proverbs 31:28

■ Br. Anthony (Tony) Malinowski of the Grand Rapids, MI
Ecclesia died November 19 as a result of Alzheimer's disease,
diagnosed four years ago. Born in
1915 of Polish/Russian immigrants,
his father was an elder in the Chicago
Russian Ecclesia and took him to
meet Br. Russell at the train station.
Br. Russell kissed the infant Tony on
the forehead. Consecrating in 1958
in Detroit, Br. Tony was a faithful
deacon for many years. He had a love
for young people and influenced
many as a school teacher and coach.
His faith in the Divine Plan of the
Ages gave him a positive attitude and
outlook. His favorite hymn was "Our
King is Marching On."
Br. Tony is survived by his wife of 45 years, Sr. Helena (919
Kings Row Dr. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49544), two daughters:
Mary Malinowski and Sr. Karen Shields, one son Br. Tim and five
grandchildren. Br. Larry McClellan conducted the memorial service
November 27 with 125 attending. The family offered "For This
Cause" on DVD and 24 were taken.

Romans 12:6

Secretary Changes
North Seattle Bible Students
Laural Kirkham
8515 224th Street SW
Edmonds, WA 98026
Offers from Fort Worth
The latest printing of the magazine edition
of the "Divine Plan of the Ages" is available
for distribution. Beautifully done as never
before with a four color cover. Order in the
following quantities: Two copies for $3.00,
eight copies for $10.00, or 40 copies for
$40.00 (all post paid)
Also available is the 800 page book
"Studies in the Scriptures," containing all
six Volumes and "Tabernacle Shadows" for
$14.95 (post paid). Outside of the United
States please include an extra amount to
cover higher postage costs. Send orders with
enclosed check or money order payable to:
Fort Worth Bible Students, P.O. Box 4085,
Fort Worth, TX 76164.

Mir. Carl Boughton, formerly of the Pittsburgh Ecclesia, died
December 13 at age 97. He and his wife moved to Ohio three
years ago to be near his daughter. During his consecrated walk of
approximately fifty years, he served as a pilgrim visiting brethren
in the United States and England. Br. George Passios officiated at
his funeral December 18 with 27 present. He is survived by his
wife Ann (444 Cherry St., Waverly, OH 45690), daughter Evelyn
Baker, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

■ Sr. Irma Gartley, age 86, entered into rest November 1 from
lymphoma after a consecrated walk of 29 years. Raised a Catholic, her
interest in the Truth was kindled
when her mother Sr. Gertrude
Rosenberger and two consecrated
sisters shared their faith with her. She
liked what she heard but never made
it her own until her daughter Sr.
Virginia Nusz started reading The
Divine Plan of the Ages. They were
immersed together in 1975 and
attended the South Steubenville,
Ohio Ecclesia. Unable to attend
meetings in her later years because
of health problems, she always
maintained a strong outlook of faith.
She is survived by her daughter Sr.
Virginia (4209 Dog Leg Dr., Neville Wood, PA 45142); sons: Jack
and George; seven grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; three
sisters: Sr. Mildred Raffel, Sr. Helen Johnson, and Elsie Nixon; one
See

Entered into Rest page 13
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New Brethren in Christ
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and He delighteth in His way." Psalms 37:23

Immersions 2004
At Mahomet, IL May 29
Br. Vince Giannola, of the St. Louis Ecclesia, son of Sr. Linda
LaBiosa, 4th generation to make a covenant of sacrifice
At Tirupathi, India October 2
Former attendees at the Church of Southern India
Sr. Yesumani John
Sr. Usha Selvan
Br. Natarajan Rajesh
Br. Daniel Emmanuel
Br. Kothuru Subbaraya Chari
Br. Jaya Prakash
Sr. Shanthi Selvaraj
Sr. Saritha Selvaraj
Sr. Selvi Paul
Sr. Padma Charles
Sr. Ruby Early Star
Sr. Chandra Rajena Joy Selvi
Br. Ranga Natham
Sr. Rejina Amma

Br. Bhagyaraj Rajasing
Br. Edward Chandrasekar
Br. Ebeprabakaran Selvaraj
Br. Rajive Kumar
Br. Rajamany Shankayan
Br. Asir Alex Reagar
Br. Vadivel Gopi
Br. Wilfred Raj
Br. Rocha Roberts
Sr. Vinoliya Loordu
At Grand Rapids, MI October 31
Br. Daniel Schab, son of Br. Henryk and
Sr. Maria, all formerly of Poland, now
residing in Grand Rapids.
Sr. Justyna Schab, wife of Br. Daniel.
Br. Daniel and Sr. Justyna
At Columbus, OH November 28
Br. Takeki and Sr. Noriko Ishikawa, son and daughter-in-law to
Br. Tadeki Ishikawa.
Br. Tatsumi and Sr. Kayoko Katsuno, heard of the meetings
through their former neighbor Sr Emi Sharai.

Former Pentecostals
Sr. Sapeera Chinnappa
Br. Shiva Prasad
Sr. Polugaru Vijaya
Br. Korlaguntla Bhimaiah
Sr. Vijaya Amma
Br. Rajesh Anna
Br . Mahesh Garu
Former Lutherans
Br. Madhu Sudan Rao
Br. Syam Sundar
Sr. Nagamani Dharmaiah
Sr. Puspa Latha
Br. Renigunta Thamson
Br. David Garu
From an Independent Church
Sr. Lokanayaki B. Nagar
Br. Shasi Sabbaya
Br. Pudamai Raju
Br. Hari Krishna
Br. Krishna Munirathanam

From left to right: Br. Tatsumi Katsuno, Sr. Kayoko Katsuno, Sr. Peg
Kindig, Sr. Rachel Alexander, Sr. Noriko Ishikawa and Br. Takeki
Ishikawa

At Columbus, IN December 26
Br. Shawn Ledwinka, son of Br. Dan and Sr. Alice, 5 th generation
to consecrate.

Former Roman Catholic
Sr. Joshpin Pudhmai Rajan
Former Hindu
Br. Korlagunta Keshu
At Tambaram, India October 22
Sr. Kamala Bai
Sr. Ruby Jayaselvi
Sr. Prabhavathi Rajan
Sr. Sofiya Devasagayam
Br. Chinnasaamy Kavari
Br. Samuelraj Anbudaiyan
Br. Joseph Doss

Br. Shawn Ledwinka immersed by his grandfather, Br. Art Ledwinka
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Regathering From page 1
of the old Bible House at 610 Arch Street.
Almost to give a lesson, after years of lying
idle and deserted, the chapel was newly
cleaned and painted just before the convention. It looked practically the same as when
Br. Russell used it with the exception that
the scriptural mottoes on the walls had been
painted over.
Br. George Wilson reminded the brethren
they were "not assembled in the name of any
earthly organization but merely come together
as a little band of the Lord's people, to worship him in spirit and in Truth and sing praises
unto his name." All who heard could echo
Br. Wilson's sentiments when he "observed
[that] the Lord's sheep [are] in a disturbed,
scattered condition and some of them, we are
sorry to say, have strayed far from the great
shepherd and his fold." (1929 Convention
Report, page 22)
So blessed were the friends to be together
again. Some renewed acquaintances with
those they had worked with in the early days
of the Harvest, thirty to forty years before.
Forty brethren recalled being immersed in
the very room where the meetings were held.
With vigor the brethren sang their hearts'
sentiments in the hymn:
The Solid Rock
My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name

Greetings from brethren across the country and overseas were read during the Prayer,
Praise and Testimony meetings, with many
expressing heartfelt sympathy for the purpose
of the convention.
The farthest traveled was Br. Morton
Edgar of Glasgow, Scotland. His discourse
on the Great Pyramid
refuted a 1928 Watchtower article that
claimed the devil as
the author of the Great
Pyramid and that its
purpose was to overthrow and destroy the
Br. Morton
faith of God's children.
Br. Edgar's discourse reaffirmed the
doctrines and time features of the plan as presented in The Studies in the Scriptures and
confirmed by the Great Pyramid's witness.
In planning the convention the Pittsburgh
Ecclesia had voted unanimously to hold a
two-part symposium on the last day of convention to reflect upon the memory of Br.
Russell. Their desire was to give honor to
whom honor was due, realizing his zealous
efforts in dispensing the "meat in due season" to the household of faith. Unlike today,
most, if not all, in attendance had met Br.
Russell at one time or another and some had

worked closely with him
First, Br. Isaac Hoskins, an ousted member
of the Board of Directors, addressed "Br. Russell's Service to the
Church." "The great
theme of his life was
devotion to the will of
God. It was his daily
quest to ascertain that
will; and to come to an
understanding
of what
Br. Isaac
God wanted done...
The Truth as it laid hold of him bore rich
fruit, so that its power, its sanctifying and
transforming influence in his own life
was most manifest... We observe his great
loyalty to the Lord so that no task was too
difficult and no undertaking too great when
he saw the spirit's leading in any direction ...he...recognized the spiritual strength
that comes in connection with proper understanding and application of the prophecies of the Bible ....we thank our Father in
heaven for the power and blessedness of
his life and example of sweet humility and
sympathy and for his profound unselfishness
and self-denying love." (1929 Convention
Report, pages 94-96)
Next Br. George Kendall—who delivered the closing prayer at Pastor Russell's
funeral service—spoke
on "Pastor's Russell's
Service to Humanity."
"He never was too busy
to lend a hand or to
help encourage the one
in trial or difficulty.
...He gave the poor and
Br. George
oppressed of earth a
vision, a utopia; he tore from them the
dismal prison of doubt and confusion of
creeds and the narrowness of ignorance and
superstition by false systems...he exposed
the fallacies of preachers in hoodwinking the
people with the error of eternal torment, for
they themselves admitted that he had turned
the hose on hell and put out the fire. ...Let
us at this convention begin anew to revive
that which is decaying and ready to die—the
spirit of the movement and brotherly love..."
(1929 Convention Report, pages 97-98)
After the symposium the brethren traveled to Br. Russell's gravesite by bus and
automobile. Their desire was to honor Br.
Russell's memory just as the world visits
the graves of Washington and Lincoln. The
brief service consisted of a few remarks
by the chairman, the singing of hymns and
interspersed prayers.
The brethren returned to 610 Arch Street
and heard additional remembrances from
seven close associates of Pastor Russell. Br.
L.W. Jones, the compiler of The Convention

Reports, summarized the affect of Pastor

Russell's ministry by comparing himself to
a man overboard. "Br. Russell threw out the
lifeline to me —The Divine Plan of the Ages
which I quickly [grabbed] and he pulled
me to safety." (1929 Convention Report,
page 10 8)
So refreshed were the brethren from this
general gathering that they immediately
made convention plans
for the following year.
Like the dropping of
a pebble in water, the
ripple effects extended
out to other areas of
the country over the
following years. Three
Br. Jones
hundred attended the
1930 convention and in
subsequent years the brethren overflowed
the third floor chapel.
Other ecclesias began having conventions
in the following years but the Pittsburgh
Reunion Convention was always considered
special. It had taken place near the anniversary of Br. Russell's death, in the location
where his ministry started and began the
regathering of the brethren to the Harvest
message, provided through that "faithful
and wise servant."
In our structured, scheduled, over committed society, it is hard to imagine organizing a convention within a month—yet the time
was ripe for the first Pittsburgh Reunion
Convention. In the dawning days of the Great
Depression the Lord had moved the Harvest
work forward. The friends were hungering
and thirsting for Present Truth and fellowship. A year later, Br. George Kendall—one
of the organizing elders of the Pittsburgh
Ecclesia —reflected, it was, "like a clap of
thunder out of a clear sky, out of the midst of
the gloom..." (Souvenir Convention Report,
1930, page 40)
How blessed are the Bible Students of
today for the courage and fortitude of the

Brethren gathered at Pastor Russell gravesite

brethren who held to the Truth and left the organization that became known as the Jehovah
Witnesses. It was indeed the beginning of a
"new era in the history of the Bible Students
movement." It was a reunion of the eagles
around the carcass of Present Truth. ❑
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Their Alabaster Box of Time and Physical Endurance
We rejoice in the opportunities of our other sisters are retired.
brethren in Christ and here report on a
We stayed with the sisters nine days and
recent trip to uplift and encourage those in
we had six meetings
Siberia. Ed.
in their various homes.

"The three of us, Br. Vasia Neagu, Sr. Natasa
Neagu (Br, Vasia's sister-in-law) and Sr.
Mariana (Br. Viorel' s
daughter) desire to
give this report about
our blessed visit with
the sisters in Tulun.
First of all we thank
the Lord for this wonderful opportunity. The
joy of expectation made Br. Vasia
the five-day journey by train easy to endure.
We want to thank the brethren from the
United States for the financial support, without which, it would not
have been possible.
This time we had no
problems buying the
train tickets although it
was a little expensive.
The trip to Tulun and Sr. Natasa with
back was a privilege of daughter
fellowship and study with opportunities
for witnessing. As we approached Tulun,
thoughts of our beloved sisters consumed us. The sisters
met us with much joy.
All our time together
was preciously used
for meetings and fellowship. This year our
Sr. Mariana
trip was timed to coincide with Sr. Julia's vacation from teaching school, so she could
share all the fellowship and meetings. The

Five meetings were
used for Berean studies and one day, Br.
Vasia gave a discourse on Psalm 33:12
"Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord
and the people whom he has chosen for his
own inheritance." All the sisters attended

with the exception of the two isolated sisters.
Sr. Arisa is home bound
due to old age and Sr.
Tania Malivanova has
very bad health. Both
were visited and encouraged. Seeing their
faith and deep interest
in the Truth and for the
Sr. Tania
brethren in Moldova,
gave us much encouragement.
A special blessing was the visit of Nadia from Kvitok, which is about 200 km
(125 miles) from Tulun. She participated
in a meeting with all of us and had many
questions but needed to hurry back home
because of her job.
We greatly enjoyed meeting with three
younger girls, recently interested in the
Truth. They first heard
about the Truth at the
public meeting of For
This Cause in Russian,
which was arranged by
Brs. Allen Springer
and Jerry Leslie in the
spring. On Thursday
evenings they have
Nadia

been studying with Sr. Julia and Sr. Tamara.
We also met with the sisters from the
Epiphany class, who
are dear and had many
questions. They send
much love and thanks to
all the brethren, from all
over the world, for their
efforts in the Harvest
work. They would like
Sr. Julia
to have a brother to lead
their meetings but this depends on the Lord.
The sisters have hard experiences with their
health, old age and with difficult situations in
their families. They need our prayers.
On the last day, we had a testimony
meeting where everyone thanked the Lord
with tears in their eyes
for the blessing of
this wonderful visit.
We thank you again
dear brethren for your
prayers and the chains
of love by which God
binds us."
Sr. Tamara
The little class in
Tulun, Siberia is 13
time zones east of New York and is approximately 1300 miles directly north of China,
with Mongolia between the borders of Siberia
and China at that point. The New Brunswick class endeavors to annually have a
minimum of four visits to the Tulun class, by
brethren from Eastern Europe enthusiastic
about the message of the six Volumes. The
sisters of Tulun are encouraged to make the
trip - all expenses provided - to fellowship
with our brethren in Moldova, Ukraine and
Romania. New Brunswick is thankful for
the support of the brethren in this ongoing
effort. Br. Ken Rawson ❑

Afflicted From page 2
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on her arms and legs. At first the doctors thought it was an allergic
reaction to a prescription but later concluded it was a mystery
virus. She returned home to the second of three hurricanes that hit
the Orlando area.

brother George Rosenberger. She was predeceased by her husband
Jack, of over 60 years and a six-week-old daughter. Br. Wes Cramer
delivered the funeral message November 4 to 40 assembled mourners.

A Correction
■ Sr. Esther Trzeciak (3764 Denna Dr. SW, Grand Rapids,
MI 49544) was incorrectly reported in the last issue to have
received chemotherapy. The Newsletter apologizes for this
mistake. Sr. Esther has had alternative therapy and it has been
very successful. She appreciated hearing from brethren she
didn't know and hearing from a dear friend she has had no
contact with for about seven years. She continues, along with
her very supportive family, to want God' s will to be done in
the matter. ❑

■Br. Philip Pukis, age 96, died of an aneurysm October 2 at his
son's home in Harvard, Illinois. Consecrated in the mid-1960s, he
studied with the Chicago and West Suburban Bible Students. Fifteen
years ago he moved to Arizona to be near his daughter Eleanor,
who is now deceased. His funeral was with the immediate family.
He leaves behind a son Philip Jr. (348 Marengo Rd., Harvard, IL
60033); three grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.
• Sr. Helen Henn, age 90, of the San Luis Obispo, CA Bible Students
finished her earthly walk December 11 after suffering a stroke and
brain hemorrhage October 30. In 1952 her husband's military service
required her family to move to Japan. After their return she beSee Entered into Rest page 15
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World News Briefs
■Medical researchers across the world
are developing a cardiac computer model
for diagnosing heart problems that require
surgery today, for the diagnosis. Advances
in computer technology have made it
possible to create a virtual heart from a
patient's MRI scan. Doctors will use the
virtual heart to predict how the patient's
heart will react to various treatments. Tech
Review — March 2004
■Tundra, sea ice, and polar animals are
retreating northward as experts warn that
Arctic temperatures are higher than ever due
to global warming. The benefits include
increased salmon and other Arctic fish stock
as well as ice-free shipping lanes over a larger
area of the Arctic. U.S. New & World Report
— November 8
■The number of earthquakes in Israel
increased in 2004. Both the Dead Sea
Fault near Israel's eastern border and its
branch, the Cannel Fault running through
the Jezreel Valley to the Mediterranean have
been active. Seismologists expect a major
earthquake to hit Israel within the next 50
years. Jerusalem Post — August 20

Israel has achieved "high human development" according to a UN report that ranks
nations according to life expectancy, standard of living and education level. Among
the 177 countries, Israel ranked 22nd overall
and has the 8th highest life expectancy in the
world. Jerusalem Post — July 30
■India's government launched a food-forwork program as the first step toward
eliminating rural unemployment and making sure that nobody goes without food.
The program is expected to create work
for millions of unemployed small farmers.
Associated Press — November 14
■Despite threats of terrorism, people waited
in long lines to vote in Afghanistan's historic
presidential vote. 10 5 million Afghanis
registered, including many women. Voting
took place without incident. US officials
hailed the vote as a victory for democracy.
Reuters — October 9
MA panel of former world leaders laid out
101 recommendations for UN reform to
achieve peace in the 21" century. The report
focused on the need for collective security,

emphasized that no nation could make itself
invulnerable on its own, recommended an
overhaul of global efforts to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons and allowed for
the use of pre-emptive force against terrorist
attacks. Associated Press — November 30
■The U.S. dollar fell to an all-time low
against the Euro and is expected to fall
further because of a U.S. trade deficit that
is nearly $600 billion. Strong Asian foreign investment has kept interest rates low,
however as the dollar declines investors
may move to other currencies, triggering
a stock market crash and soaring interest
rates. Associated Press, New York Times
— November
■The slaying of a Dutch filmmaker who
criticized Islam, provoked attacks on
mosques and churches and underscored
the problems that European leaders face
with Muslims who have not assimilated to
Western democracies and values. "There
is a general feeling that a social collision
is becoming inevitable," noted one commentator. Associated Press — November
60

Religion in the News
■Rev. Jerry Falwell has announced the
formation of a new group to spearhead an
"evangelical revolution." Falwell noted that
evangelicals began to realize the potential
of religious conservatives when 30 million
of them went to the polls November 2. The
goals for the group include making President
Bush's second term the most successful
in American history and electing another
"George Bush-type" conservative in 2008.
Associated Press, Agape Press — November
■European Jewry is nearing its end and
the remaining communities should move to
Israel said former Israeli chief Rabbi Meir
Lau. He warned that rising anti-Semitism,
on the rise in nearly every European country threatens the 1.14 million Jews there.
Only 3,000 western European Jews have
made Aliyah in each of the past two years.
Arutz 7 — December 5
■The majority of Protestant clergy in America believes strongly that salvation comes
only through Jesus Christ and that they have
a responsibility to evangelize members of
non-Christian faiths but they are willing to
partner with non-Christian faith groups to
accomplish good for society, according to
a recent study. Ellison Research reported
that while 96 percent of evangelical pastors affirm that Jesus is the only way to

salvation, only 65 percent among mainline
NCC denominations agree. Baptist Press
— October 19

■The Roman Catholic Church in Western
Europe is staging "Catholic Pride" events
to help members stand up for their faith in
the world's most secularized continent. One
goal is to reach youth who are "practically
religious illiterates." Only 10-15 percent of
Western European Catholics worship regularly. Associated Press — November 19
■The Canadian Auto Workers Union
has accepted a request from some United
Church of Canada clergy to represent ministers of religion and is to launch a campaign
to unionize the 4000 ministers of Canada's
largest Protestant denomination. "There
have been decades of clergy abuse," said
one minister working with the union. ENI
— November 10
■The proportion of Americans who claim no
religious affiliation has doubled in the last
decade and now stands at 16 percent of
the population. A new study on religious
identity noted that only Catholics (24
percent) and Baptists (17 percent) outnumber the people who don't identify
themselves with organized religion.
Charisma News Service — November 17

■The World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and the World Council of
Churches have agreed to continue discussing how global poverty can be eradicated,
despite not agreeing on how to do it. ENI
— October 27
■The Roman Catholic Diocese of Spokane,
WA, filed for bankruptcy protection, saying
it did not have the money to cover lawsuits,
alleging sexual abuse by clergy. It becomes
the third diocese to file for bankruptcy. Portland, OR and Tucson, AZ are the other two.
Dayton Daily News — December 7
MA new Dutch translation of the Bible has
catapulted into the best-seller list in the
Netherlands, despite survey findings that
show a continuing decline in church attendance in the country. The first copy of
the New Bible Translation was presented
to Dutch monarch Queen Beatrix. ENI
— November 10
■Rwanda's Roman Catholic Archbishop
has distanced himself from a priest on trial
for genocide at a UN Tribunal set up after
the 1994 mass killings in the east African
country. The priest is accused of ordering
the death of 2000 people taking refuge in
his church. ENI — October 5 ❑
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Conventions
"Seek the LORD and His strength, seek His face continually."

2005
March 5,6 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio Annual Topical. Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel, 2124 S.
Hamilton Rd., Columbus, OH 43232. Topic: Ancient Worthies-Our
Cloud of Witnesses. Six speakers. Contact: Deborah Stewart, PO
Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614) 890-1814. E-mail:
ransomed2@earthlink.net
April 1-3 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students Annual. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr. N E, Bothell, WA. For
information contact: Laural Kirkham, 8515 224'h St. S W, Edmonds,
WA 98026. Phone: (425) 774-4020.
April 9, 10 Columbus Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students
35th Annual Pre-Memorial. The Radisson Hotel, 7007 North High
St., Columbus, OH 43085. Please contact: Todd Alexander, 5463
Eaglesnest, Westerville, OH 43081. Phone: (614) 891-1181. Cell
Phone: (614) 519-8282. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com
Apri116, 17 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake City
Annual Pre-Memorial. Five speakers. Programs and information from
the Secretary: Sr. Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle,
DE 19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail: tlann1874@earthlinIc.net
April 30 - May 1 East Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students
Annual. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford,

I Chronicles 16:11

CT. Contact: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT
06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-Mail: djslivinsky@sbcglobal.net
April 30, May 1 Farmington Hills, Michigan. Associated Bible
Students of Metropolitan Detroit Annual. New Location: The Finnish
Center Association, 35200 W. Eight Mile Road, Farmington Hills,
MI 48335-5108. Phone: (248) 478-6939. "Pyramid Public Meeting"
on Saturday evening. For information contact the Secretary: Nancy
Hummel, 27200 Dixboro Rd., South Lyon, MI 48178-9247. Phone:
(248) 486-6357. E-mail: j7hummel@peoplepc.com
May 28, 29 Seattle, Washington. Puget Sound Bible Students,
Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 3000 South 176 th Street, Seattle, WA
98188. Phone: (206) 242-0200. Topical Study. Four speakers. For
programs and information contact the Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren,
16227 Cascadian Way, Bothell, WA 98012. Phone: (425) 742-4439.
E-mail: palm2520@earthlink com
June 11, 12 Hope, Indiana. Hope Bible Students Convention. For
information and programs contact the Secretary: Sandy Chastain,
4688 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757.
E-mail• schastian @ tls.net
June 24-26 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE, Salem, OR 97302.
For information or accommodations contact: Betty Jahn, Phone:
(503) 391-0997. E-mail: betty@jahn.cc ❑

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after
the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of
the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other
writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still
open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:36,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Entered into Rest From page 13

■ Sr. Beryl Montague Cave, age 78, finished her walk of 51 years
November 7 from colon cancer. Born in New Haven, Connecticut she
was reared under the guidance of her consecrated parents Br. Harold
and Sr. Hannah Montague, who
received the Truth in Jamaica, British
West Indies. She was an example of
zealously distributing a vast number
of tracts. Her efforts of fulfilling her
vows of consecration, demonstrated
her submission to the Lord's will. In
1987, after 34 years of marriage, she
lost her husband Br. Vivian Mark,
an elder in the Highland Park, NY
Ecclesia. She leaves behind two
daughters: Lizanne and Acquinetta
Cave (9427 Kings Highway, Apt.
4F, Brooklyn, New York 11212);
a granddaughter Sparkle Taylor; a
sister, Sr. Lois Montague (92
Lexington Ave., New Haven, CT 06513) and a brother, Br. Homer
Montague (24 Polk Ave. Hempstead, New York 11550). At the
funeral November 14, her daughter arranged for a Baptist minister
to speak, however, brethren were able to express a few words during
the open eulogy time. ❑

acquainted with God's plan for man through the "Frank and Ernest" radio programs while her husband embraced Buddhism. She
attended ecclesias in Los Angeles and Monterey. Two sons, five
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren survive her. A memorial service was held January 8.
■Br. Glenn Baker, an elder of the St. Louis Bible Students died
December 21 at age 76. He was in declining health for some time
from complications of diabetes and lung damage from exposure to
asbestos. Br. John Forsythe gave his funeral witness December 23
mostly to family members. His wife Sr. Ruby (6333 Hurstgreen Ln.,
St. Louis, MO 63123); sons: Tim, David, John and daughter Deborah
Berra; 14 grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren survive him
• Sr. Dovie Buel of Pass Christian, MS Bible Students died on December 21 at the age of 80. She had a series of strokes the past year
and a half, finally suffering a massive stroke December 6. She is survived by her husband Br. Ward (26316 Elm Rd. Pass Christian, MS
39571); sons: Tim, David, Clint, Ted and daughter Becky Munn;
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. A son Ben is deceased.
Br. Michael Costelli officiated at the funeral December 23.

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO. 686
DAYTON, OHIO

MIAMI VALLEY BIBLE STUDENTS ECCLESIA
P. 0. BOX 41033 / CENTERVILLE, OHIO 45441-0033

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Statement of Purpose

■Sr. Mildred G. Raffel of Dayton, Ohio finished her earthly

course January 11 at age 93 after suffering from colon cancer.
As Newsletter secretary for over 25 years, it is fitting that the
issue announcing her death features an article on the Pittsburgh
Reunion Convention, where she was immersed in 1934. Her
personal accounts about the Reunion Conventions inspired the
writing of the article. Additional information next issue.
■Sr. Mary Butler Longest, age 92 of the New Albany-Louisville Ecclesia died of congestive heart failure January 11.

Additional information next issue.

Deadline for Spring Issue, March 1, 2005

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Tam Russell,
and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. Please
refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of convention
listings for publication. News items should be verified before submitting,
as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@bsnews.net
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

