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Hurricanes Pound South Eastern United States 
In September of 1886, Pastor Russell wrote 
in Reprint 879: "We may be sure that great 
changes must take place in the climates 
and soils of the earth, before it will be 
"prepared," as was the garden of Eden to be 
a fit home for perfect man. Cyclones, 
earthquakes, thunderbolts and alternations 
of drought and deluge and of blizzards of 
cold and simooms of heat, are indications of 
the imperfection of earth; for the causes are 
doubtless natural and very rarely indeed can 
we see them to be special dispensations of 
Providence. That God has the entire scope 
of his plan in all its details measured exactly, 
we cannot doubt, after learning the plan of 
the ages; hence we may know that earth 
must reach its perfection as the garden home 
of man by the close of the Millennial Age." 
R2019 contains similar comments. 

In 1896, a Swedish Scientist published a 
new idea that burning fossil fuels such as 
coal and oil , which added carbon dioxide to 
the earth's atmosphere, would raise earth's 
average temperature. This later became 
known as the greenhouse/global warming 
effect. Hurricanes and tropical storms happen 
in the Caribbean and southern coast of the 
United States but this year they have occurred 
with record setting frequency. Four severe 
hurricanes hit southern Florida in a six week 
period during August and September, the 
first time this has occurred since the pastor 

Greetings in the Lord 

This summer has been a wonderful time for 
worship and fellowship among the friends 
at the various conventions and a time for 
witnessing at home and abroad. In this issue 
we report on some interesting encounters 
of the brethren from India to Indiana along 
with an exclusive recount of the brethren's 
cooperation and the Lord's overruling in the 
development of a High Priest model. 

Through all, we continue to rejoice in 
the Lord's providential overrulings. Trials 
are few and the blessings are many, "And 
we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to [his] purpose." 
Romans 8:28 

initially wrote those words. 
The hurricane season for the Atlantic, 

Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean waters 
begins June 1 and runs through November 
30. Starting as a severe tropical storm a hur-
ricane quickly forms when warm tropical wa-
ters have moisture and light winds above 
them. If the right conditions persist, it will 
produce violent winds, waves, torrential rains 
and severe flooding substantially damaging 
everything in its path. 

Hurricanes rotate in a counterclockwise 
direction around an "eye," with minimum 
winds of 74 miles per hour. On August 13 
when Hurricane Charley slashed into Florida's 
crowded Gulf Coast with 145 mile per hour 
winds, it tore off roof tops, overturned trail-
ers, wrenched trees from the ground and 
lifted sea crests to frightening levels. More 
than 500,000 people were without power, at 
least 25 were killed, but the death toll was 
contained due to early warnings and the 
ordered evacuation of over 1 million people. 

Florida had not finished mopping up from 
Hurricane Charley when, on September 5, 
Hurricane Frances came ashore reaping de-
struction that caused billions of dollars in 
damage. The center of this storm was about 
80 miles SE of Tampa and remained for most 
of the day, dumping up to 20 inches of rain 
in some areas. It forced the largest evacu- 

ation in Florida's history with 2 8 million 
residents ordered inland and over 86,000 in 
shelters and leaving more than four million 
people without power. 

Meanwhile, Hurricane Ivan was forming 
in the central Atlantic, headed for the Gulf 
Coast, leaving 70 dead on the Caribbean 
Islands. Ivan slammed ashore in Alabama 
early September 16 with winds of 130 mph, 
bringing with it deadly tornados. Along the 
Gulf Coast, power was lost to hundreds of 
thousands. In the beach resort town of Gulf 
Shore the sky had a bright green glow as 
electrical transformers blew. Although the 
storm was centered in Alabama, the Florida 
panhandle was the hardest hit with over 40 
persons dead. The hospitals were inundated 
with injured, as Florida tried to restore power 
to 160,000 homes and businesses. 

Ten days later, hurricane Jeanne, having 
caused over 1000 deaths in Haiti, came ashore 
in eastern Florida with over 120 mile per hour 
winds, tracing almost the same path as 
Frances and forcing the evacuation of 1.2 
million Hurricane winds sprawled over 100 
miles and tropical storm winds over nearly 
400 miles, darkening nearly the entire east 
coast of Florida. As with the others, the 
damage was severe with estimates in the bil-
lions but through it all the brethren, though 

See Hurricanes page 9 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope." Psalms 16:9 

■Br. Howard and Sr. Edna Pohler (do The Heritage, Room 
112, 1180 West 500 North, Huntington, IN 46750) are declining in 
health and have limited fellowship. Both were recently hospitalized 
for conditions related to their age. Br. Howard requested a Divine 
Plan of the Ages for witnessing in his new circumstances. 

■Sr. Wilda Civay (133 Scotland Blvd., Mansfield, OH 44906) fell 
down ten steps to her basement and broke her 
kneecap August 12. She managed to go up the 
steps and to the neighbors for assistance. She 
was hospitalized for one week and at her 
daughter's for over a month. With her 
immobilizer removed she will have weeks 
of therapy. She is thankful for the Lord's 
watchcare that her injuries were not worse and 

wants to learn the lessons the Lord intends. 

■Sr. Grace Poore (2 Puffer Dr., Newark, DE 19702) had hip 
replacement surgery July 3 and was home after a month of standard 
therapy. Thankfully she shares living quarters with her son. A 
daughter and son-in-law live downstairs and are assisting in 
providing her physical needs. She looks forward to regaining enough 
strength to be able to attend meetings regularly. 

■Br. Larry Young (1458 Lady Amy Dr., 
Casselberry, FL 32707)hadastrokeJuly 13. His 
blood pressure has been uncontrollable and 
doctors recommend he no longer continue 
working. His balance limits his mobility but he 
has no paralysis and his speech is only slightly 
affected. He and his wife Sr. Joyce are trusting 
in the Lord for what is best. 

■Br. Sid Greig (RR 2 Site 3, Comp 96, Prince Albert, SK S6V 5P9, 
Canada) had a heart attack July 5 and is home recuperating. At 84 
years of age he fills his days with studying, listening to the hymns 
and praying. He is thankful to be able to live on his own after his recent 
heart attack and a stroke eleven years ago. 

■Br.Jack and Sr.NitaLamb (830 Cullman Rd., Arab, AL 35016, e-
mail: ransom4all@earthlink.net)  have both been hospitalized this 
summer. Br. Jack received three pints of blood for internal bleeding 
but the doctors never found the source of his blood loss despite a 
week in the hospital. Sr. Nita had outpatient knee surgery August 8 
and has no time in her schedule to receive therapy as she is caring for 
Br. Jack. They are no longer able to drive and receive assistance from 
theirdaughter.  Sr. MeriLyn Mosley andherfamily. They were grateful 
to be able to attend part of each day at the recent Huntsville, AL 
convention. 

■Br. Albert Sheppelbaum (1801 NE 201" Ave. F3, Fairview, OR 
97024) was hospitalized July 27 for two days 
with a high fever. Strong medication prevented 
him from developing pneumonia. His wife Sr. 
Anastasia is thankful for the brethren's 
support and the spiritual stimulation at the Re-
tirement Center. Learning to have full trust in 
the Lord, they are thankful for the strength 
given to attend the Portland Bible Students 
Convention. 

• Br.AllonMacAlister(46ParadiseRd., EastAmherst, NY 14051,e-
mail: allonmaca  @ juno.com) had surgery 
September 14 to remove a malignant tumor in 
his colon. Lymph nodes were also removed but 
foundtobe clear ofcancer. Br. Allon writes, "Sr. 
Evelyn and I are so thankful for the e-mail, 
cards, phone calls, flowers and especially for 
the Lord's overruling in this experience. We 
ask an interest in your prayers that we may 
continue to hold fast to all the precious promises we have and that 
we may be further developed to be sympathetic high priests." 

■Sr. Esther Trzeciak (3764 Denna Dr. SW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49544) is under treatment for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. When it 
was first diagnosed, seven years ago, she received chemotherapy. 
With this recurrence the Lord lead her to an alternative treatment 
which has reduced the tumor by two-thirds. Sr. Esther and her hus-
band Br. John, along with their daughters, want the Lord's will to 
be done and see many blessings as a result of this experience. 

■Sr. Wilma Shannon (459 Cooper Cove, St. Augustine, FL 32095, 
e-mail: flyfree@aug.com)  suffered the loss of her 49-year-old son 
Curtis Purtlebaugh from a heart attack August 20, less than two years 
after the death of another son. Sr. Shannon relates, "His word is so 
true, he never leaves us in sorrow of our flesh. I see much more in his 
wonderful plan for all now. He was my comfort in both the deaths of 
my loved ones. It deepens my faith in him and his promises. To God 
be the glory." As a mother she looks forward to the resurrection when 
her "work shall be rewarded." Jer. 31:16 

• Sr.MaxineBacher(16211S .Kidwel1Rd., Greenwood, MO64034, 
e-mail: mbacher4@  j uno.com) at91 years of age, was severelybruised 
in a car accident July 16 while traveling to the Dawn General 
Convention with Br. Bob Phillips and her niece Sr. Ruth Cline. A 
downpour around 4 a.m. was so severe that Br. Bob was unable to see 
a turn in the road and hit a guardrail at 60 mph. The impact threw the 
battery from the car. Without power the locks and windows on the 
car prevented them from getting out, although Sr. Ruth was able to 
call emergency on her cell phone. Considering the severity of the 
situation all three had minor injuries with no overnight 
hospitalization. Although a painful ordeal to recover from she is 
thankful for the Lord's overruling. Sr. Maxine knows the Lord was 
with them because it could have been much worse. 

■Br. Bertram Keith (RR 1 Box 149 W, New Milford, PA 18834) had 
surgery August 9 for colon-rectal cancer. His 
cancer was first diagnosed in June when he was 
admitted to the hospital in a life-threatening 
weakened condition. Br. Bertram' s diabetes 
aggravated his condition and it took seven 
weeks to strengthen him for surgery. Br. Bertram 
and his wife Sr. 011ie have great faith in the 
outcome and trust in the Lord's providences 
claiming Romans 8:28 as their own. 

• Sr. Anastazja Matysek (3650 N. Kilpatrick, Chicago, IL 60641, e-
mail: EMatysek@  aol.com) has been hospitalized twice since visiting 
this country from Poland. In April she was hospitalized eight days for 
heart problems and a blood clot in her lungs. In May she was 
hospitalized seven days for tests because of repeatedly falling. Her 

See Afflicted page 19 
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Entered Into Rest 
"We know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." I John 3:2 

■Sr. Michelle Zembik, age 38, of the North Saskatchewan Bible 
Students died July 16, the result of a 
brain seizure four days earlier. 
Consecrated nine years she longed 
for the heavenly conditions and a 
utopia for all. Before her death she 
rejoiced to know that Sr. Marisza, her 
daughter, consecrated but Sr. 
Michelle died before the immersion. 
See New Brethren. She is survived by 
her husband of 12 years, Br. Allen 
(Box 57, Prince Albert, SK S6V 5R4 
Canada, e-mail: zembik3  @ sasktel. 
net), her daughter, father, mother, 
four brothers and one sister. Br. Allen 
conducted the memorial service July 
23 with over 200 in attendance. 

■Sr. Glory Egodo, age 24, of the Warn Ecclesia, Nigeria died of 
liver problems. She had consulted with a pharmacist who suggested 
medications for malaria and then for typhoid fever—both common 
diseases in Nigeria. Because of economic constraints an adequate 
diagnosis with proper treatment was not possible. By the time these 
treatments failed, her liver problems had progressed beyond help. 
The family accepts this experience with strong faith. She is survived 
by her mother Sr. Silver (c/o Victor Osinaike, 163A Lamberton St., 
New Haven, CT 06519, e-mail:floraosinaike@  yahoo.com), three 
brothers, four sisters. A brother-in-law Br. Victor Osinaike [address 
above] lives in Connecticut. Br. Cajetan 0. Egbu gave the funeral 
discourse August 2. 

■Sr. Grace Hugehnan, age 87, of the Central Florida Bible Stu-
dents finished her consecrated walk of 31 years September 6. She 

learned the Truth from her son Br. 
Rodney and used her secretarial skills 
to serve the brethren by transcribing 
discourses from cassette tapes for 
talks distributed by Br. Ted Smith 
in the 1970s. Her knowledge of God 
revealed in The Divine Plan of the 
Ages gave her absolute confidence 
in the Lord's watchcare over every 
affair of her life. While confined to 
a wheelchair, in a nursing home, her 
loving disposition uplifted many. 
She is survived by her children Br. 
Rodney (2830 Spring Heather Pl., 
Oviedo, FL 32766) and Sr. Nancy 

Luker (2876 Spring Heather Place, Oviedo, FL 32766). Br. Harry 
Wildblood conducted her memorial service October 2. 

■Br. Andrew Eluma, age 54, of the Obile, Nigeria Ecclesia died 
July 29 of diseased kidneys after a zealous two-year run in the nar-
row way. The Lord blessed his efforts in witnessing to his family, 
friends and members of his former church with many new members 
being added to the Obile Ecclesia. His wife Sr. Comfort (c/o Obile 
Bible Students Ecclesia, Sub-Post Office Obile, Ohaji Owerri, 
Imo State, Nigeria), aged parents and eleven children survive. The 
funeral witness was delayed until August 27 in order to gather 
enough money for a befitting burial and witness. Five hundred 

attended the funeral where Br. Cajetan Egbu gave "Where are the 
Dead?" as a funeral witness. Many brethren assisted by distribut-
ing books, tracts, booklets and reading comfort messages e-mailed 
from brethren around the world. 

■Br. Stan Grudzein, age 79, of the Melbourne, Australia Ber-
ean Bible Class finished his earthly 
course August 26. Born into a Truth 
family in Poland and consecrated in 
1944 despite the serious persecutions 
of the brethren at that time. His father 
was shot by thugs as the brothers rest-
ed in a barn after a day of convention. 
In 1965 the Lord opened the door for 
him to move to Australia. He actively 
promoted Present Truth both for the 
Polish and Australian brethren until 
the 1980s when an automobile ac-
cident left him disabled and unable 
to speak. He is survived by his wife 
Sr. Mary (25 Clarke Crs., Wantiran 
South 3152, Australia, e-mail• marybgrudzien@hotmail.com ); 
three children: Yasmin, Ludmilla and Br. Mikolay of Phoenix, AZ. 
Over one hundred attended his funeral August 30. 

■Sr. Bertha Howell of the Seattle Bible Students died unexpect-
edly of an aortic aneurysm August 4 at 67 years of age. As a child, 
Sr. Bertha learned the Truth from her mother Sr. Laura Griggs, 
although not consecrating until 16 years ago. Her efforts to attend 
meetings, despite severe health problems, were an example to many 
One of her recent joys was the immersion of her son Br. Darrin 
Hankey in May. Surviving are her husband John; three daughters: 
Sr. Cindi Howell, Penny Griggs and Becky Foster; a son Br. Darrin 
Hankey (10413 SE 174th St. SE, Apt. 4457, Renton, WA 98055); 
five grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Br. Byron Keith 
conducted the memorial service August 21. 

■Sr. Hazel Stratton, age 83, of the North Suburban Detroit Bible 
Students died of kidney failure August 26. Immersed into Christ's 
death in 1962, she was a faithful 
witness to the Harvest Message for 
42 years. Her mother Sr. Beulah 
Gamel heard the "Frank and Ernest" 
radio program and passed it on to 
her daughter. They were immersed 
together at the Bloomington, IN 
convention. Sr. Hazel was the only 
child of seven to accept the Truth. 
Her husband Joseph, who died in 
1998, appreciated, loved and wel-
comed the brethren into their home. 
Sr. Hazel is survived by her daughter 
Sr. Carol Tennant (743 Oxhill Dr. 
East, White Lake, MI 48386 e-mail: 
Rcjohn 1427 @aol.com); grand-
daughters: Michelle, Debbie, Diana and ten great-grandchildren. 
A grandson Timothy preceded her in death. Br. Charles Thornton 
delivered the funeral service and Br. Ric Cunningham gave a re-
membrance at the Mausoleum. "Precious in the sight of the Lord 
is the death of his saints." Psa. 116:15 

See Deaths page 14 
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Our Brethren S • eak 
"I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye." Psalms 32:8 

Testimonies at Chicago, IL May 29-31 

"I am Home" 
Sr. Bessie Krajewski, Toronto (Canada) Ecclesia 
"...Right now I would like to share with you how much the Truth 
means to me. I would say my life has two parts. I lived in Poland and 

grew up with the Truth but rejected the Truth 
when I was 18 years old. I went into the world 
to have my experiences of suffering and 
di sappointment ... After that ... I remember 
I...could not even speak with anyone or smile 
but there was something inside me that said not 
to give up...I was 35 years old when I 
remembered a song I sang with my parents 
when I was a teenager. At that time I was not 

interested in the Truth at all—I would just sing because I liked to sing, 
though, a little seed was put there. When I was lonely and nothing 
was around me, I would sing and then start to pray. At that moment, 
I remembered what I had learned— that God is gracious and loving. 
I contacted my parents and sister. My desire was to know God. 

"Now I am in the second part of my life. I have been consecrated 
for eight years. I wish to tell you about the hope that I heard—how 
God invites us to the biggest opportunity to help the world, even 
though we are small. I noticed one thing more. He prepared my heart 
for 17 years with very deep and hard experiences but I know that the 
world's hearts will also have to be prepared through experiences. I 
learned that my main enemy is Satan and he wants to crush and kill 
me because my parents are in the Truth. But in God's eyes I was 
someone he watches. I remember, night after night, waking up and 
quoting the Scriptures because I knew Satan wanted to crush me. I 
see with the Lord's help and power how he has helped me to overcome 
that fear. I am a witness of his work. He has power to help us in every 
situation. The Scriptures say we can do nothing without him and I 
know it is true. I recognize all his promises as mine. When I stand 
before the Lord, I wish to say to him, 'Thank you my Father and my 
Lord for everything you have done for me.' Thank you my brethren 
that I am with you. I feel I am home." 

"Nothing is Too Hard for Thee" 
Sr. Helen Crawford, Aurora, Illinois 
"I would like to read one of my favorite texts. 'But they that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew [their] strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; [and] they shall walk, 
and not faint.' That, brethren, is a promise and we know that our 
Father does not lie. Every time I read this I know we will get through 
whatever the experience is. Over the past couple of years we have 
had some serious medical issues which included medical reports that 
were hard to bear, but we knew it did not catch God by surprise and 
that he would see us through. We have also had changes in the 
workplace from high stress, high volume and high politics—to no job. 
It has been rough but God has seen us through. In the midst of this 
my husband brought a scripture to my attention from Jeremiah 32:17. 
The context is when Jeremiah was told to print out a deed for land. This 
land was going to be vacated by Israel for 70 years while they were 
captive in Babylon and Jeremiah' s response was: `Ah Lord Jehovah! 
Behold, thou hast made the heavens and the earth by thy great power 
and stretched out arm, [and] there is nothing too hard for thee: ' If 
that is not amazing enough, the Father affirms that very thing in verse 
27: 'Behold, I [am] the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there anything 
too hard for me?' So, when things would happen, we remembered 
that nothing is too hard for God—sickness, loss of employment, 

concerns for other brethren, concerns for family, etc. This is the God 
that we serve. Let us praise him and remember that he is faithful and 
he will finish the work he has started in us." 

The Lord Does not Work with Odds 
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students 
"...I wish to bring you love from my sister in Christ and my second 
mother Sr. Mary Butler Longest who is a real southern lady. She 
is 92 years old and in December of 2002 she fell 
and put out her eye—but not her spiritual 
eyesight. She is dying daily. I do not know how 
long she will be here as she has already passed 
the doctor's expectations. But we told the 
doctor that the Lord did not work with odds. 
Every day with her— either on the phone or in 
person— is a real blessing. I have never heard 
Sr. Mary Butler say an unkind word about another human being. She 
used to come to the Sunday meetings and once said, 'I wish I could 
witness but I cannot. I have tried but I did not do it right.' When Sr. 
Mary Butler fell and her circumstances changed, I was speaking with 
a lady who helps with her care and she was telling me about September 
11, 2001. She said, 'I was so upset and so frightened. I had business 
to do with Mary Butler so I went to see her on September 12. I did not 

go for the business I went because I knew Mary 
Butler would give me peace and tell me what 
was going to happen.' I told Sr. Mary Butler and 
she said, 'I did?' These people that work with 
her tell us what a wonderful witness she has 
been and how they have learned about the 
Scriptures. She is not about herself, she is 
about doing the Lord's work any way she can 
and making other peoples' lives greater. She 

requests an interest in your prayers and she remembers you. Her 
favorite hymn is 119, 'I Need Thee Every Hour.'" 

Testimonies at Allentown, PA June 19, 20 

Finding Ways to Increase Service 
Sr. Celeste Ostry, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...I am thankful for all the Lord gives us and his directing me to the 
Reprints which have information on self examination. One thing I am 
personally doing is examining what I am accomplishing for the Lord. 
Two young children take a lot of time but I am trying to incorporate 
something spiritual we can do together... We have come up with some 
ideas such as sending cards to those in need... I want to get to a 
point...to do something each day and to learn the lesson from the 
Reprints, to look at myself and see what can be done to sacrifice more 
for all that Jesus has given to us with his wonderful plan..." 

Tape Witnessing 
Sr. Linda Koreny, Wilmington/Chesapeake (DE) Ecclesia 
"...We would like to thank the Lord for being at this convention. For 
the past 20 years we had a small furniture manufacturing business but 
the Lord relieved us of that obligation last September... 

"The Lord provided a new business for me. I do all the paperwork 
and bookkeeping for several other companies and one of them is a 
high-end, custom woodworking company. One of the men there, 
about the same age as I, listens with headphones to something 
religious for his hour-long lunch every day. One day I took one of 
Br. Bill Geisinger' s public talks on 'Why Does God Permit Evil' and 
handed it to him, thinking he might like to listen to it. I went back a 



couple of weeks later and he handed me back the tape and said, 
`You buy all that–original sin, depravity of man and atonement of 
God?' I said, 'Yes. Why? Did you have a problem with it?' He 
said, `No, I thought it was great.' Anyway, he thought that Br. Bill 
Geisinger was such a down-to-earth speaker and was impressed with 
him. I asked him if he would like to hear something else and he said 
he would... I went back last Wednesday and he walked in and said, 
`Okay, where is my tape?' So, I ask an interest in your prayers. This 
man is very nice and seems to love the Lord very much..." 

Sweeter Friendships 
Br. Mike Lalik, New York (NY) Ecclesia 
"...I like the text for today [June 20] — 'Love not the world, neither the 
things [that are] in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 

the Father is not in him' 1 John 2:15. The last 
part of the comments I especially appreciate: 
...but those who delight in the Lord's way 

have blessed communion and fellowship with 
him Their joys come from a source which the 
world cannot comprehend. They live on a 
higher plane, breathe a purer atmosphere and 
enjoy a holier, sweeter friendship than the 
world could ever offer.' That is really a 

blessing tome... When I look around and see some of the friendships 
I have made over the years...lots of wonderful memories of working 
together in the Harvest... It has been a blessing to watch dear ones, 
over the years, continue with their commitments to the Lord. I am 
really pleased to be here. I pray that the Lord will keep all of you in 
the narrow way until the end..." 

Witnessing to Prayer Group 
Sr. Cathy Sandridge, Highland Park (NY) Ecclesia 
"I want to say how thankful I am to be here and for the two services 
this morning because I could apply them to my personal life. It was 
mentioned how others can see the holy Spirit in us, and I want to relay 
a recent experience I had at work. For those of you who do not know, 
I am a schoolteacher. In the past year some of the teachers at the 
school formed a club and have a prayer group every Wednesday 
morning. School starts at 8:20 and they meet at 8:00... You have to be 
invited in order to go to this prayer meeting and one of the teachers 
asked me to participate. I was surprised because I do not socialize 
with anyone but I asked the brethren at the meeting what they would 
do and they indicated that they would see what it was about. I have 
been attending this prayer service every Wednesday morning for the 
past two weeks. The last meeting is this coming Wednesday and I 
am going to give each of those who I pray with a tract about the 
kingdom. At the prayer service, they pray for strength and ask that 
the Lord would lead them—nice prayers. They do not ask for worldly 
gain or anything like that... 

"Also, there was mention made in one of the discourses about the 
Volumes that triggered a thought in my mind. I have a very busy life, 
starting my day around 4:30 and by the time I return home from work 
I am so tired I seldom get a chance to read the Volumes on my own 
unless studying for a meeting. What I am going to do for my personal 
study is to start reading the Volumes every night, now that the 
summer vacation is beginning, so I can keep fresh and abreast of the 
Volumes in addition to my regular studies for the meetings..." 

Moving from Our Old House 
Sr. Ann-Truth Post, New York (NY) Ecclesia 
"...I wanted to tell you that I have been looking at the quote [on the 
banner] ' ...for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you,' 
and I think it is so wonderful that someone made it.... 

"Yesterday, Sr. Cathy Sandridge talked about a Bible group... I 
had the same experience where I worked. I had worked there quite 
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awhile and do not believe I was pushing my beliefs but they decided 
to have a Bible study during lunch. One of the ladies said, 'Oh, ask 
Ann-Truth' ... The man who led the study was Pentecostal and so 
nice that I could not help but think...it is important that we bear 
witness. People should see something different in us–kindness, 
patience, rejoicing, etc... I wonder, sometimes, if I am a good wit-
ness in this way.... 

"The Scripture text today, 'Love not the things of the world...' 
– I did not think I loved the things of the world but I suppose I did. 
In recent years they mean less and less to me... It takes a while to 
grow to appreciate the Lord, his love for us, our love for him and 
our love for the brethren..." 

More Time in the Lord's Service 
Br. Len Griehs, Delaware Valley (PA) Bible Students 
"...It is truly a blessing to be with the Lord's people. We especially 
appreciate the lessons from each other in testimony. When I hear of 
the struggles others are going through, I realize 
that it is how the Lord directs us... It was just 
after this convention, one year ago, that I went 
to pick up my mom to live with us. Of course, 
as you know, she died in January... It is a re-
minder that even though it may seem our time 
is unlimited and the future is far off, the future 
is really close... I want to be able to say I am 
using my time wisely and doing all I can. 

"Last Sunday we had a joint meeting with the Highland Park 
Ecclesia and discussed how to fill the Lord's time. Some 2times 
you have to push yourself by over-scheduling yourself in the Lord's 
service... Not that it is work, but you want to make sure the Lord 
is getting more and more of your time. Sometimes it requires us to 
ask the Lord what more we can do versus telling him we cannot do 
anymore. That meant a lot to me. We must push ourselves to make 
the commitment. 

Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ July 3 -5 

Our Strivings are What Counts 
Sr. Joyce Young, Orlando (FL) Ecclesia 
"...It is a particular blessing for me to be here. I feel a little shy because 
it has been a while since I have been able to come to New Brunswick. 
It is a blessing to see some faces I have not seen 
in a long while. I should not be shy, though, 
because I know what is in your heart. I am 
thankful to be here and to hear the message of 
the Lord and be built up. I have needed to be 
with the brethren and be strengthened by these 
words. The Lord always gives us what we need. 
Many things have happened to us throughout 
the year and the Lord has been our strength. 

"We had a beautiful trip and along the way had opportunities to 
witness... We met a young man who was going to seminary and had 
a nice conversation. We have so many things to be grateful for...I 
cannot tell you what is in my heart. The Lord knows. A brother said 
in a talk one time that it was the strivings that count. We cannot do 
perfectly but as long as we are striving the Lord knows our heart. 
We love you and need your prayers. I would like Hymn 110 for the 
rest of my testimony..." 

Isolated Widows a Blessing 
Sr. Carrie Dievendorf, North Suburban Detroit (MI) Bible Students 
"...After the panel discussion ['The Sin Within Us: Stumbling Stone 
to Stepping Stone' ] I am more appreciative of the long suffering and 
mercy of the Lord. I am grateful for being called out of darkness 

See Brethren page 6 
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and for the privilege of being able to study and serve the brethren... 
There are several widows in my area that are isolated and are unable 
to get out much. Being able to go over and do what I can is a real 
blessing. I want to continue to redeem the time wisely because I feel 
the time is short. I want to walk worthy of my calling and remain 
faithful. Please pray for me as I pray for all of you." 

Every Hour had Meaning and Reason 
Sr. Estera Mezera, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"...I would like to tell you how much I have enjoyed being at this 
convention. I am glad we could come. It is a little far but we enjoyed 
every hour of the trip. We have enjoyed being 
with Br. and Sr. Rodriguez and appreciate their 
hospitality. 

"I would like to share our experiences over 
the past years. Yesterday we heard, in this 
meeting, that many brethren are going through 
difficulties in life, sickness, etc. I want to say 
that there are many experiences that even those 
of us who are younger are going through. One 
of them is the loss of employment... For three years, my husband Br. 
Jeff has been looking for a job. He lost his job on the day we left for 
the International Convention. His boss told him that when we 
returned he would not have a job. The company had gone into 
bankruptcy. It was hard but, right then, we did not think too much 
about it because we rejoiced in being with the brethren. We never 
knew that it would take years for him to find a job. It was really hard, 
the greatest lesson we learned is to always trust in the Lord. Do not 
try to fix the problems by yourself but always look up to him and try 
to see what you can do in the meantime for the Lord. What brings the 
true blessing and joy to your life is doing things for the Lord. 
Sometimes, in this age of technology, you can get caught up looking 
for a job 24 hours a day—getting on the Internet and sending out 
resumes. I was impressed with how my husband found the balance 
between looking for a job and keeping up with his studies. I can see 
now, looking back, it was an opportunity for him to help other younger 
people, who were having doctrinal problems. He had the time to study 
the subjects they had difficulties with and help them. We can see 
every hour that we went through had meaning and reason—even if 
in that moment it was hard to see. That is why relying on the Lord is 
the best thing to do. As long as you rely on him and your heart is 
sincere, he is there and will bring the answers to your trials the way 
he knows best. I would like to ask an interest in your prayers. We 
rejoice in the fact that my husband got a job but at the same time he 
will be working evenings—not able to go to the evening meetings and 
he will not have many weekends. I am happy to be here and thankful 
to the Lord for all the experiences he gives us." 

My Little Angel 
Sr. Alys Schneider, Wallington, NJ 
"... I appreciated the testimonies yesterday very much in respect to 
care giving. I am thankful for my experiences of being with Sr. Alpha 
Koterba. There was a time about 40 years ago when she was one of 
my mentors and set an example for me and others of consecration, 
service to the brethren and the Truth. I am thankful for the 
opportunity of being with her now. We do not know what tomorrow 
will hold but we take one day at a time. This experience, 
of being with Sr. Alpha, has made me more aware of what caregivers' 
experiences are—and to be with them in prayer. Also, a bonding 
happens between a caregiver and the person they are caring for which 
seems similar to a child and a parent... My pet name for Sr. Alpha is 
`my little angel' and I will put her to bed and say, 'Good night, my 
little angel,' and kiss her goodnight. It makes me realize that 
an angel is a messenger and I have received many lessons from the 

Lord. One of them is the many walls that we face—how quickly they 
dissolve before the Lord! This happens every day and is very excit-
ing. I will give you one example. This morning Sr. Alpha and I had 
a hard time walking but somehow we got dressed and got to the car. 
When we drove up, there were all these Corvettes in our way and I 
did not know how we were going to get into the hall. I backed up a 
one-way road and a lady at the door said, 'I have a golf cart you can 
use.' Sr. Alpha had her first ride in a golf cart to the door. The Lord 
takes care of everything when you do not know how it is going to 
happen.... I want you to take a good look at Sr. Alpha and enjoy her, 
as she is not always going to be here. Of course, we are not either. 
I thank the Lord for the opportunity of being here." 

Christ has Covered My Sins 
Br. Liviu Constantin, Toronto Ecclesia (Canada) 
"I bring love from the Toronto Ecclesia. We are small but are trying 
to stay near the Lord and feed on his promises. For a long time I have 
struggled with understanding the Word of God 
and I have to admit that I still have some 
problems understanding. The greatest 
problem I now have is in Paul's letter in I 

Timothy 1:15, where he says: `... Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief ' I have a problem accepting that be-
cause I am convinced I am a greater sinner than 
Paul but at the same time I rejoice in the fact that, 2,000 years ago, 
what happened at Golgotha has covered my sins. Even though what 
happened there was bad, God overruled it for our benefit. I would like 
to thank all of you for strengthening me and each other..." 

Testimonies at Greencastle, IN July 21-25 

About the Heart 
Sr. Esther Marten, West Suburban (IL) Bible Students 
"...I am so grateful to the Lord for this year. This is our fourth 
convention so far and we did not travel far to attend and we have 

appreciated that very much. I appreciated the 
discourses from the platform, both doctrinal 
and character. I especially enjoyed the two 
dealing with the heart. When I go to a 
convention I try to focus on something I need 
and those talks were what I needed for my 
character. I want to be more diligent in being 
kind and loving to my brethren and to do the 
things the Lord would be pleased with. 

Sometimes we do not have all the opportunities we would like but the 
Lord knows and can read our heart's desire..." 

Not Dumb Luck 
Br. Dan Monette, Oakland County (MI) Bible Students 
"...I want to take this opportunity to tell the brethren what happened 
to my hand so that we can get it out of the way...I was doing a little 
work around the house and had an accident with a saw. [See Afflicted] 
By the Lord's grace it looks like the finger is going to stay. The Lord 
is gracious and we are grateful for the lessons learned from this 
experience. Especially for Sr. Connie who is taking care of me and 
making sure I do not do any more damage to the hand... We know that 
every joint supplieth. 

"We have a couple of fairs coming up which usually keeps me 
physically active for the first few weeks of August. I am sorry I cannot 
do that this year but the friends are stepping in to help carry boxes 
and so on... But, by the Lord's grace, I can still be a witness and stand 
up and hold my arm out. I am thankful the Lord called me into 
this narrow way and to these precious Truths. I know all things 
happen for a reason for those that are his. It was not 'dumb luck' 



it might have been a dumb accident. The Lord went to great pains to 
arrange this lesson ...I am looking closely and trying to be a little more 
circumspect in the things that I do. The hand may look bad but it is 
going to be all right..." 

Something so Simple as the Truth 
Br. Ivan Phillips, Clearwater and St. Petersburg (FL) Bible Students 
"...We have lived in Florida for a couple of years. Before that, we lived 

in an recreational vehicle and visited brethren 
along the way. I miss the brethren but I do not 
miss the traffic. When I heard that Br. Dennis 
Stansberry was going to be leading the 
testimony meeting tonight I wanted to testify 
because I learned the Truth from his father Br. 
Harold. We worked in the same factory and 
department... Br. Harold said to me, 'I have a 

book I want you to read.' I read The Divine Plan of the Ages and that 
clinched it. I still have that copy, though it is pretty worn. 

"We used to go to the Muncie, Indiana Class and I could never 
understand why all the intelligent people of the world who could 
figure things out could not figure out something so simple as the 
Truth and yet I could. One time I remarked, 'What did he see in me?' 
Sr. Helen Stansberry told me, 'Do not ever question the Lord.' I do 
not anymore. I want to thank the committee for this convention and 
all the work from the speakers and the ecclesias. I have received a 
blessing so far and am looking forward to the rest of the conven-
tion..." 

Lessons and Blessings of Dependence on Him 
Sr. Gloria Carpenter, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students 
" ...I have been tracing the Lord's hand for years and recently the trace 
has gone to the lesson of dependence on him I did not like it at first 
to have my independence taken away but I have so many joys. My 
son encouraged me to sell my house and get a little condo, then he 
came down from Michigan and found one. It was so nice and I thought 
it was wonderful to be a mile from my daughter. Little did we know, 
at the time, how critical that was going to be for me. I would like to 
praise the Lord today for all that my daughter has done for me. On 
September 30 I had a new hip put in. The doctor did something to a 
nerve and as a result I do not have any flex in my foot. My daughter 
has sacrificed hours to take care of me. We are much closer and dearer 
to each other. It is wonderful how you can trace the Lord's hand. He 
knew I needed to be near my daughter and it has been a blessing to 
know he is watching over me. 

"I also want to say how much I am enjoying the studies in the class. 
We had the most wonderful study on prayer, which is continuing in 
Faith's Foundations. Br. Doran made reference to it in the last part 
of his discourse when he spoke of how the Lord takes special care of 
our children and how we can pray for them. That took a big load off 
my heart as I continue to pray for my children and am thankful for them. 
I pray that you will all trace the Lord in your life as well." 

A Big Load of Love 
Br. Fred Yasinchuk, Edmonton, Alberta (Canada) Ecclesia 
"This is the 30th Annual Convention and I have missed 26 of them. My 
desire was that I could, once again, see those brethren in convention. 

The Lord answered my prayers as this is my 
fourth. I am happy to be in your midst. I am glad 
the brethren have assembled this convention 
with the Lord's blessings. I am a recipient of 
those blessings and this is only the first day. 

"I have a big load of love from the brethren 
with whom I meet 100 miles south of Edmonton. 
We meet from 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Sunday 

and then— the same day— go about 70 miles north of Edmonton to 

7 
another meeting from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Both classes are studying 
Volume One and they are good studies. At the evening meeting there 
are only two consecrated and they are in poor health...One of the 
brethren we meet with is Br. Norman Cummins and his wife. Br. 
Norman heard the Divine Plan Program on television. He was with the 
Armstrong movement and he heard through Br. George Wilmott of 
the brethren. Br. Norman asked, 'Who are the Bible Students?' We 
told him we have been around for over 100 years. He said, 'How come 
I never heard of them?' He is coming along fine. There are a lot of 
questions and interest at the meetings and after the long trip we come 
back so refreshed..." 

Blessing of Giving Encouragement 
Br. Mark Tabac, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"...When I was thirteen I attended a summer seminar... Working this 
year at the camp, for the nine to eighteen-year-olds, is a way of giving 

back to the next generation. I was always 
appreciative of the blessings I received from 
the brethren that served when I was young. I 
owe a great debt of gratitude to those that went 
before me... When I look back, I recognize the 
blessings and see the privileges of passing the 
Truth along to the next generation of Bible 
Students. 

"I know there are a lot of brethren going through severe trials and 
testing and my heart goes out to them as I remember them in prayer. 
How blessed is the privilege of giving encouragement. I would like 
to be more of an encouragement to the brethren. I ask an interest in 
your prayers along these lines." 

Lessons of Trust 
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"...I would like to share some blessings from the past few weeks that 
have been precious to me. During what was to be a 38-day pilgrimage 
to the West Coast—about 25 stops among the brethren— we only 
got as far as Phoenix. I believe you brethren know the Lord said, No. 
However, that is where the blessings started. We had a good time 
going and had fellowship with Br. Lyle Cook in his new quarters. You 
brethren might appreciate knowing that Br. Lyle is in a home in Kansas 
City, Kansas. Sr. Margie [Hagensick] has the address. We got to 
Phoenix and I became ill and had to go to the hospital. The first 
blessing I received was the tremendous love of the Phoenix brethren. 
I was in the hospital seven days and every day brethren from the area 
came to the hospital and spent hours in fellowship, which meant Sr. 
Renatta Wagner— the hospital chef —served some of the meals and 
Sr. Tosha — the mother of Sr. Claudia Tosha and Sr. Estera Mezera-
made bread for us. These were gestures of love and constancy. I have 
seen the love of the brethren before many times and I appreciate the 
brethren coming to visit but I have never had it every day and that 
was a major blessing. 

"Another blessing was Sr. Shannah Dutka who had driven us on 
our trip and continued on to Los Angeles for my niece's wedding ...Sr. 
Shannah wanted to stay in Los Angeles because she had important 
things to do but I needed her to drive us back home. She said, 'Call 
me when you get ready and I will come.' When I got out of the hospital, 
I called her. She said, 'I called the bus depot and can be there at six 
o'clock in the morning.' Sr. Danielle Bozure was in the room at the 
time and said, 'Can we go with you?' I thought she was kidding and 
I said, 'Are you serious?' She looked at her husband and said, 'Yes, 
we are serious.' So I looked at Br. Bozure and asked, 'Do you mind 
driving all the way? If you can drive, I will call Sr. Shannah and let her 
know she can remain in Los Angeles.' We were able to get her 
three minutes from her arrival at the bus station. If we would have 
called later she would have been on the bus and she would have 

See Brethren page 8 
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opportunity. We are thankful we saw why the Lord overruled. 
On the way back we stopped for gas in a little town called Las 
Vegas, New Mexico and the door on my car would not open. Br. 
Bozure has mechanical knowledge and fixed it. Then, when I tried 
to get out the door the pin on my wheelchair fell out and he fixed it. 
Then the chair would not move forward or backwards— the engine 
had gone out. Br. Bozure pushed the chair, which would have been 
impossible for anyone else to do. I realized how much the Lord 
overrules in our lives. It was a great blessing and lesson in trust for 
Sr. Margie and me. When things do not seem to go right—they are. 
Our father knows our needs and prearranges for them for which we 
are very thankful..." 

Our World, Larger than the Universe 
Br. Harry Wildblood, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"...I want to share an opportunity I had to speak with my sister Anna. 

She is about thirteen months older than I and 
is blind. It was a real tragedy for my parents 
to have a blind child, which kept her out of a 
lot of situations. Then thirteen months later 
I was born, the third child and healthy. I got 
a lot of attention. When you are the young-
est child you do not know anything about 
these dynamics, you just grow up doing your 
thing. These conditions perpetuated a sibling 

rivalry and our communication has always been short and just not 
what it should be. My older sister told me that our mom— who has 
Alzheimer's — has been concerned about my relationship with Anna 
and feels I should get over it. I said, 'I will. I will change it. I have 
to. I'm consecrated to change it. I must be patient and loving with 
everybody, especially with my own sister...' My older sister said to 
me, 'Do you understand what Anna's life is like? Her world is so 
small. She really reaches out, she can't see ten feet away.' I could 
not help but think that our world is larger than the universe and it 
really touched me. I had a chance to talk to Anna and she said, 'Well, 
I know you know about this [Mom's Alzheimer's] because your 
mother-in-law had Alzheimer' s ten years ago and you have peace.' 
I told her 'That is not the source of my peace. I want to share with 
you what I believe. You are Presbyterian but it did not take with 
me. I got the Truth nineteen years ago.' My sister Anna has been 
teaching Sunday school in the Presbyterian Church for twenty years 
and it is her support group. She said, 'No, you have never told me 
what you believe.' We talked for two hours and she said, 'I never 
heard anyone put all the Scriptures together. I knew about Moses 
and Abraham and other Bible stories but I never saw how it all fits 
together.' Brethren, I cannot say she is going to be blessed by the 
Truth but I finally got the opportunity to share the most precious 
thing in the world with her. It was such a wonderful blessing I would 
not have if the Lord had not given it to me..." 

More Interesting to Wear Out than Rust Out 
Sr. Isabelle Baker, Hope (IN) Bible Students 
"...I came from the Baptist Church and it is too bad we did not have 
brethren for our teachers—because the teachings there were very poor. 
The difference between nominal churches and the Bible Students 
is that as a Bible Student you learn to think and ask questions. The 
Lord has helped me through many things... 

"I enjoyed giving out tracts at the Black Expo. One gentleman 
asked me about Volume One. He asked me if it was quick reading. 

I told him, 'No, because you look up all the scriptures as you go.' 
Another older person took a tract on Israel's miracles. One man, 
looking at the Chart of the Ages, asked, 'Now what does Second 
Death mean?' I said, 'Well, after everyone has the Lord's laws in 
their hearts and is practicing them, then Satan will be loosed and 
those who do not continue to obey will be here no longer.' 

"I gave the Israel video to my ophthalmologist, who is sympathetic 
with the Jews. When I went to see him recently I asked him if he 
enjoyed it. He said, 'Oh yes and I have also shown it to many other 
people.' He showed it to his parents and they took it to their friends. 
I left the video about Messiah with him. We must all remember, 'It 
is best to wear out rather than rust out '—it is more interesting. 

"I so enjoy going to the meetings and even though there are times 
when you do not think you have the strength, somehow the Lord 
gives it to you and you always receive a blessing. May the Lord 
bless you and pray for me as I pray for you." 

Witness in New Guinea 
Br. Adam Kopczuk, Melbourne, Australia 
..."I am so happy to be in America with my son for about five weeks. 
It has been 26 years since my last visit. The brethren have visited 
us from the United States several times and I 
was surprised I knew so many On my arrival 
in Los Angeles I had dinner with Br. Jim Par-
kinson and we were discussing the Scriptures. 
The subject of the Red Sea came up and we 
had a gentleman come over, which gave us the 
privilege of witnessing for three hours to a Jew 
who had taken on Christianity. 

"In Australia, witnessing is going on next year with something 
new. We are going to take on the northern part in New Guinea be-
cause it has a strong Christian dominance. We would like to give 
them the Truth, as we know it. 

"In conclusion, the brethren from Australia get tapes from the 
conventions here and will take me to task if I do not give a greeting. 
The Melbourne class sends you II Thessalonians 1 . 11, 12. 'Wherefore 
also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy 
of [this] calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of [his] goodness, 
and the work of faith with power: That the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.' May God bless you all and 
pray for us as we pray for you." 

Little Miracles 
Br. Mark Moody, New Albany-Louisville Bible Students 
"...Believe it or not, after 24 years in the Truth, this is my first time to 
give a testimony at a convention. The chairman 
mentioned how things have happened here at 
the convention with so many blessings. I have 
been involved with the Indiana-Ohio Conven-
tion the past three years in various capacities 
and I look for 'little miracles.' For instance, 
in setting up things I might need something 
as minor as a piece of tape and then someone 
mentions that a roll of tape was left for our use. 
It is amazing. Now I am hearing thunder outside...and yet if the 
electricity went out, I believe the walls would turn into loudspeakers. 
It works that way. I really feel blessed to be among the brethren. 
There are a lot of things I would like to say to all of you but most of 
all, I love you and I would die for you." ❑ 

"Teach me to do thy will; for thou [art] my God: thy spirit [is] good; lead me into the land of uprightness." Psalms 143:10 



9 

Fleeing New Orleans as Ivan approaches 

Storm blast Mobile, Alabama 

Hurricanes From page 1 
inconvenienced and suffering minor dam-

ages, remained protected. 
Because of power outages, e-mail and 

telephone communications were sparse. Mes-
sages were relayed by cell phone when pos-
sible. 

From the reports sent to the Newsletter 
and Br. Ron Palmgren' s on-line service, the 
brethren—' by the Lords Grace— weathered 
the storm. Despite the wide spread havoc we 
are happy to report no serious injury to life or 
property as the following testimonials de-
clare: 

Elk. Perry Robinson, (712 Secret Harbor 
Ln., Lake Mercy, FL 32746) wrote Septem-
ber 6 after Hurricane Frances: "My under-
standing is that none of the brethren are hurt. 
Some have downed trees, which need to be 
chopped and hauled away. Three brethren 
have slight damage to their trailers. One 
sister had shingles blown off, which caused 
leaking and mold damage but is covered 
by insurance. Another sister who needs 
oxygen was without power but was quickly 
transported, by the brethren, into an area that 
had electricity. My wife Sr. Kathi, my mother 
Freda Robinson and I are safe and sustained 
no damage. We have electricity—unlike 
Hurricane Charley from which we were 
without power for eight days. We are very 
thankful... Sr. Kathi was in the hospital with 
a serious viral infection and we wondered if 
she would die, but she was released the day 
before the hurricane. She is okay now. A 
couple million are without power at this time 
and it may take days or weeks to get it back. 

chased trailers, which are 
extremely vulnerable to 
these types of storms. We 
prayed, if it be the Lord's 
will that the intensity of 
the storm would be less-
ened, because of their 
more vulnerable housing. 
Right before the hurricane 
hit, it dropped from a cat-
egory four storm—with 140 
mph winds—to a category 
two storm with only 100 
mph winds and spared us 
considerably. We thank 
him for answering our 
prayers." 

■Sr. Joani Schott, (803 
Mango Dr., Casselberry, 
FL 32707) wrote Sep-
tember 15: "Praise be to 
the heavenly Father. My 
mobile home, which I 
moved into on May 1, 
was undamaged. I was 30 
miles south during the last 
hurricane [Frances]. I am 
a caregiver for an elderly 
lady who lives near Sea 
World. I am usually on 
duty for two days and two 
nights but this time I was 
there from Friday morning until Monday 
evening. We had to go to her neighbor's 
house as she had roof damage from the first 
hurricane [Charley] and we were concerned 
that there would be more leaking, roof dam- 

days (myself, the lady in my charge, her 
dog and my two canaries). It was a stress-
ful three days but we were safe. We sang 
songs one day while the wind howled and 
the rains poured down. The canaries sang 
happily and seemed unafraid. When I finally 
arrived home on Monday at 8:00 p.m., I 
was delighted to find that it was still in one 
piece. The lake behind my mobile home 
had not overflowed its banks I wrote the 
following in my diary as an 'Ebenezer' of 
the Lord's goodness: No power but good to 
be home— peaceful, quiet, serene. The wind 
—let it howl. I am home— humble though it 
be. No air conditioning... Alone at last and 
yet never alone— `...the angel of the Lord 
encampeth...Lo, I am with you alway... '—so 
weary yet glad for my own bed. 'Rest in the 
Lord; wait patiently for him and he will bring 
it to pass.' It is God that justifies... who is 
he that condemns?' September 7 — Counting 
blessings: Thank God for sunlight, breezes, 
free ice at the clubhouse, my home, brethren, 
family, friends, water to drink and shower, 
strength for the day, a working telephone 
and a new day." 

On September 16 after Hurricane Ivan hit 
in Alabama, Sr. Virginia Palmgren received 
the following message—via cell phone—to 
relay to the brethren: 

Prior to these hurricanes, several of the age and ceiling cave-ins. We moved into 
brethren had sold their homes and pur- the generous neighbor's house, for three 	

See Hurricanes page 16 
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The following article is an excellent ex-
ample, we believe, of the Lord's guidance 
and overruling providence. We thank Br. 
Edmund and Sr. Marie Jezuit for submitting 
the details of the project for the creation of 
the High Priest model. Ed. 

In the late 60s the Chicago Ecclesia and 
the young peoples' Bible class were studying 
the Tabernacle—specifically the High Priest 
in his garments of glory and beauty. It was 
suggested that a visual aid in the form of a 
model which could be transported for use in 
other places, might help clarify and bring to 
light the details of the garments worn by the 
High Priest. 

Br. Edmund Jezuit took a survey of the 
class and received a resounding approval to 
make a model of the High Priest dressed in 
his glory robes. After 
review and discussion 
it was discovered that 
several of the brethren 
were eager to offer their 
talents and were well 
qualified to complete 
the task. With prayers 
to the heavenly Father Br. Edmund  
it was undertaken. Lord willing, it would 
be a blessing and help to the brethren and 
the young people. 

It quickly became apparent that the project 
depended on obtaining a scale figure of a male 
human being, which was soon discovered to 
be practically nonexistent as the market, at the 
time, catered to female "dolls." The brethren 
considered abandoning the effort but decided 
to make one last attempt to secure the illusive 
male figure. Sr. Marie Jezuit was dispatched 
to scout the large department stores of down- 
town Chicago. Sr. Marie recounts: "With 
the brethren's prayers and blessing I picked 

a busy street on which 
three large department 
stores were located. The 
first two stores yielded 
no male figures. I con- 
tinued in fervent prayer 
for the Lord's will and 

Sr. Marie 	not ours to be done. 
Upon entering the third 

store—a Jewish establishment— the clerk, 
being unfamiliar with the stock remaining 
after the Christmas holiday, suggested that 
I look in a remote corner. After repeated 
searching, all hope of finding a male figure 
seemed useless. Suddenly "Eureka," in a 
shop worn box was a thirty-inch male figure 
with the most pleasant features." Sr. Marie 
remembers pausing to thank the Lord for 
giving his assurance that the project should 
proceed as planned. 

Immediately the brethren's enthusiasm 

Israel's High Priest 
"Garments of Glory and Beauty" 

exploded. A special meeting was called 
where discussion and particular assignments 
took place. The group quickly realized that 
not every detail of the scriptural requirements 
was recorded and they would have to work 
through their own understanding. It was 
paramount that every scriptural detail be 

The High Priest Model with the colorful Ephod 
of purple, blue and scarlet tied at the waist with 

the Curious Girdle 

respected and maintained. The prominent 
colors were purple, blue and scarlet but the 
choice of shades was endless—obviously 
decisions had to be made. Fortunately Sr. 
Helen Skruch, who recently emigrated from 
Poland, had worked as a seamstress and 
possessed the necessary skill to design and 
fashion apparel. In undertaking the project, 
Sr. Helen began by sewing the breeches fol-
lowed by the embroidered linen coat, linen 
girdle and upper robe of blue— a blue the 
color of the sky was chosen. The upper robe 
of blue was to have a fringe around the hem 
with "pomegranates and sounding golden 
bells." Providentially, Sr. Marie discovered 
a novelty shop that had the right size beads 
in the proper color along with golden bells 

that tingled and would conform scripturally. 
The Ephod called for thread which was beaten 
of gold. Everyone was 
thrilled when gold thread 
was secured which re-
sembled the gold used of 
old. Continuing her la-
bors, Sr. Helen fashioned 
the breastplate with its 
double fold measuring 
one-span square. It was 
obvious actual jewels 
could not be obtained so it was suggested to 
simulate them by using clear polished plastic. 
Sr. Florence Megacz' s husband Joseph—who 
was in charge of a plastic shop—volunteered to 
fashion 14 jewels, twelve for the breastplate 
and two for the shoulders. These simu-

lated stones beautifully 
resembled real jewels 
after the proper color 
was applied, each stone 
was inscribed with the 
appropriate tribe name. 

Progress meetings 
were held periodically 

Joseph Megacz which maintained the 
incentive to complete the project and were 
often spiritually educational and thought 
provoking. For one, we learned that the High 
Priest wore two girdles, one for the Linen 
Coat and one for the Ephod. In addition 
the scriptures informed us that before any 
garments were placed on the High Priest he 
was to put on linen breeches. 

As the clothing was 
in progress, next came 
the design and fashion-
ing of a golden crown. 
Sr. Florence Caja con-
tacted a Jewish jeweler, 
and upon explaining to 
him our requirements, 
he was glad to fashion 
the crown and to etch the words "Holiness 
Unto the Lord" in Hebrew, on the crown 
face. The Lord's provisions were continually 
manifested to us. 

When designing the hairpiece Sr. Stepha-
nie Drobney, who specialized in creating 
hairpieces, supplied over thirty different 
colored hair samples. A discussion on the 

selection of the color to 
be used, resulted in a 
beautiful shade of sil-
ver-gray human hair. Sr. 
Stephanie then attached 
the hair to the head, eye-
brows and beard in such 
a manner as to make it 
appear natural. 

See High Priest page 16 



The Mitre—with the blood on the right ear 

The white Embroidered Coat and Girdle 

"Holiness to the Lord" engraved on the Crown 

CROWN 

MITRE. 

COLO CLASP 

BLUE. LACER 

Two spans of the Breastplate 

UPPER ROSE 

CURIOUS GIRDLE 

EPHOD 

BRO t 0 BRED COAT 

GoLDEN BELLS 

BREASTPLATE 

The Blue Robe with a fringe of 
Golden Bells and Pomegranates 

POMEGRANATES 

The Breastplate of Righteousness 

Blood on right thumb 	 Blood on large right toe 
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Exodus 28:4 And these are the garments which they shall make; a breastplate, and an ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: 
and they shall make holy garments for Aaron they brother, and his sons, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office. 



Angry Pastor protesting 

Br. Varma calms protestor 
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Harvest News 
"Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." Matthew 4:19 

'Trinity' Brings High Drama From Opposition 
Strong opposition to the Truth was dis-
played in India. This dramatic account was 
submitted by Br. Varma. Ed. 

After a public meeting in July we had 
follow-up meetings in the city of Tirupathi, 
where about two hundred and fifty people 
attend regularly. Our last meeting on the 
subject of the Trinity was successful and 
without incident. But, last week on July 8, 
as we entered the hall, many pastors from 
the United Pastor's Welfare Association 
had come to confront us. Since none of 

them came up to talk to us at the beginning, 
we started the meeting... One half hour 
into the subject, one of the pastors, from 
the front row, stood up and shouted that he 
wanted answers to some questions. As we 
never allow questions when the session is 
in progress, I asked him to wait till the end 
of the class. To our surprise, he snatched a 
microphone from the desk and began to ad-
dress the people, saying we were teaching 
false doctrines by saying Jesus is not God 
and upbraiding them for listening. 

We switched off the microphone and tried 
to talk to him but he ignored us. The other 
pastors also stood and began to speak loudly. 
I stayed on stage not knowing what to do. 
Then the people started resisting and asked 
them to sit down and ask their questions 
calmly. But the pastors did not oblige. This 
went on for 15 minutes till I went down and 
asked them what they wanted. They said, 
"How can you say that Jesus is not the god, 
when it is written that he is a great god." I 
told them they were mistaken and we never 
denied that Jesus was a great god. They then 
sat down and I asked the people, "Did we 
say that Jesus is not a god?" and they replied 
"No." I explained to the pastors we clearly 
believed Jesus was a great and mighty god, as  

many were called gods in the Bible. I also 
asked them if they had attended the three-day 
meetings on that subject. They replied "No." 
I then told them that it was improper and 
ill-mannered to make remarks and disturb 
the meeting without even knowing what 
we taught. 

They then rose up and the audience began 
to argue with them. Both the pastors and the 
audience had become noisy and impossible 
to control. The people wanted the pas-
tors to leave. Then the PA system stopped 

working and we could do nothing 
until the technician repaired it. 
Meanwhile, the arguments con-
tinued. We felt this was God's 
overruling, because something 
unbelievable was happening. The 
people were defending the Truth 
before their own pastors. A revolu-
tion was happening in front of our 
eyes and on video. This behavior 
continued for another half hour 
till the manager of the hotel called 
security to make the pastors leave, 
which they did while cursing loudly 
and threatening to come back next 
week to stop the meetings. 

With a half hour of time remain-
ing we further clarified what we 

had earlier taught about God—showing how 
the pastors were like Israel of old, which 
had zeal towards God but not 
according to knowledge. We 
did not know what to expect 
from the hotel manager, as he 
was afraid this could happen 
again and was not willing to 
risk the reputation of the hotel. 
We had signed a three-month 
agreement and paid in advance. 
On Tuesday, the pastors sent 
letters to the Chief Minister of 
the State, the Assistant Com-
missioner of Police and the 
hotel manager saying, "One, 
Mr. Varma, from Bangalore is 
coming to our city and teaching 
false doctrines against the Bible 
and Christianity He is secretly 
gathering innocent people on 
the fifth floor of the hotel and misguiding 
and deceiving them. We the pastors of over 
forty-five churches in Tirupathi, seek your 
help to stop this man." If this was not enough, 
they put out a four-page pamphlet calling us 
"false teachers" and distributed it to all the 
Christian churches in and around the city. 

For the first time we felt discouragement, 

having no one to help us besides five or 
six young brethren in the city. Who would 
believe and support us, we thought? But 
we continued on and had the same subject 
for two days in Chitoor, where we spoke the 
same Truth, which was well received. Af-
terwards, we proceeded to Tirupathi and as 
we went, we wondered if this would be the 
end of our witness work in that city. But the 
Lord did a wonderful thing —an event to be 
remembered. The Lord made the local police 
favorable to us and they supported us. They 
were angry with the pastors because they had 
gone to the Chief Minister and their superiors 
instead of coming to them. They assured the 
manager of the hotel of their full support and 
sent personnel to assist us. Meanwhile, some 
of our brethren from Bangalore also came 
along to help. The pastors came again with 
about twenty people, thinking their schemes 
had succeeded, but soon found out that the 
tables had turned. The police, the manager 
and the people were all on our side. They were 
put to shame and left one by one. We thought 
that after what had happened, the number of 
interested would be reduced but the hall was 
filled to capacity. We took advantage of the 
situation and further emphasized truths and 
pointed out errors of the present churches. 
Many came forward stating they were greatly 
blessed and had fasted and prayed for the 
meetings to continue. We asked all who 

thought the meetings were useful to put 
their signature on a paper, which we kept 
as a proof that we are not doing anything by 
force. About 116 people complied. What 
seemed a great disaster, turned out to be a 
wonderful blessing. All praise to our dear 
heavenly Father and our chief reaper, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 0 
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God's Promise land Offered To All. No One Left Behind 
Timothy 24.6 

CHAR,  Of 

Public Witness at DePauw 
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A public meeting immediately following 
the Indiana-Ohio convention drew 95 for a 

A few helpers: Br. David Doran, Sr. Robyn 
Hiday and Br. Mark Chastain 

presentation of Israel Fulfilling Prophecy at 
DePauw University on July 25. Br. David 
Doran opened the service with prayer and 
prior to viewing the video, Br. Ken Rawson 
encouraged all to comfort Israel in these dif-
ficult times. Refreshments were offered at 
the conclusion and many stayed more than 
an hour for discussion. Fifty-eight attendees 

left their names to receive the "Israeli-Arab 
Peace Process" booklet. Two requested 
follow-up meetings for more discussion on 
prophecies concerning Israel. All but four 
attended in response to advertisements in the 
Greencastle and Indianapolis newspapers. 
Two came from a direct mailing and two 

were referred when they visited the Hope 
Ecclesia's booth at the Indiana Black Expo 
earlier in July. Twenty-five brethren stayed 
to assist with the showing and to be spokes-
persons for the Truth after. All were blessed 
from this privilege to share with those who 
are seeking. ❑ 

Brethren encourage the public outside the auditorium 

The Bible Students of Hope, Indiana were 
again privileged to have a booth at the Black 
Expo in Indianapolis, IN from July 16-18, 
their report follows: 

This large cultural event draws people 
from several states and although attendance 
appeared diminished, there were many 
opportunities for giving the "good news." 
Those participating seemed very receptive 
to discussing the Scriptures with a reverence 
for God. 

One man, who has a Bible study in his 
home with twenty members of his family 
every week, took ten copies of Volume One 

The Black Expo 
to assist them in their studies. 

The "Where are the Dead?" and "Comfort 
and Consolation" booklets were of interest 
to many as they search for encouragement 
and comfort. 

One woman was particularly memorable, 
as she looked at the various booklets she 
seemed upset. She blurted out, "I just do not 
believe this Hell belief that people teach." We 
were glad to say we do not believe it either. 
She seemed stunned to hear it. She had never 
heard a Christian say they did not believe 
in Hell before. She was troubled by this 
teaching because she has a very dear friend 

who is Jewish and her 
Christian friends have 
condemned her Jewish 
friend to Hell because 
she does not accept 
Jesus, even though 
she is devout in her 
worship of God. Such 
condemnation seemed 
unreasonable to her. 
Through discussion 
with scriptural support 
she gladly took "What 
say the Scriptures Con-
cerning Hell" and said 
she couldn't wait to 
read it. 

There were 88 people who signed up 
for The End Times newsletter and eight 
requested the DVD of "For This Cause." 
Approximately 2700 pieces of literature were 

Sr. Edna Chastain, Br. Jim Watkins and Sr. 
Sandy Chastain setup for the day 

distributed over three days. 
We want to thank the brethren who as-

sisted us. It was wonderful to have their 
fellowship and see their enthusiasm for the 
Truth shared with others. What a privilege 
to be the mouthpiece of the Lord and help 
bind up the brokenhearted and give beauty 
for ashes. Who else can "tell it out" except 
those whose eyes have been anointed with 
the eye salve of Truth? We thank the Lord 
for this opportunity and privilege. 0 

Br. Mark Chastain manning the booth 
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Deaths From page 3 

■Sr. Cynthia Hawkins, age 85, finished her consecrated walk of 
over sixty years from congestive heart failure September 2. Her par-

ents Br. Joseph and Sr. Cecilia Krupa 
included her and her brother Ray in 
the activities of the Bible Students in 
Detroit. She displayed exceptional 
generosity and expressive love in her 
services to the brethren. Her husband 
Victor preceded her in death in 1988. 
After his death she moved to the 
Bible Students Retirement Center 
in Gresham, OR. Three daughters 
survive her: Sarah Patricia Myron, 
(115161 Ford Road #507, Dearborn, 
MI 48126), Victoria DeRoza (888 
Castle Rock Rd., Walnut Creek, 
CA 94598), Christina Ward, (13537 
Anarosa Loop, Austin, TX 78727, 

e-mail: christinakw  @ sbcglobal.net ); four grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. Two services memorialized her life and faith: one 
at the Retirement Center conducted by her nephew Br. Tim Krupa 
and another in Detroit conducted by Br. Frank Nemesh, both on 
September 18. 

■Sr. Natalie Arnold, age 88, died of heart failure June 27. She 
learned of the Truth through her mother and attended the Jersey 
City Ecclesia. In later years she studied with the New Brunswick 
Ecclesia in Toms River, NJ. Though having known the Truth, since 
her childhood, she consecrated later in life. She requested cremation 
and a graveside service by Brs. August Tornquist and Robert Gray. 
There are no known surviving relatives. 

■Br. Ed Lamel, age 79 of the Los Angeles Ecclesia died October 
10 less than seven months after the death of his wife Sr. Jackie. He 
is survived by his son Barry (3705 Chevy Chase Dr., Flintridge, 
CA 91011). Further information was not available prior to pub-
lication. 

■Sr. Cindy Balciunas, age 51, of the Milwaukee area died July 
16. The day after her immersion five 
years ago she learned she had leuke-
mia and faithfully accepted what the 
Lord gave her to bear. She learned 
Present Truth from her neighbor Sr. 
Charlene Lange and wholeheart-
edly embraced it. Surviving are her 
husband John (North 9445 Adams 
Rd., East Troy, WI 53120); three 
children: Cory, Jennifer and Tracy; 
her mother; one sister; one brother 
and three grandchildren. Br. Ted 
Marten delivered her funeral witness 
to about 150 family and friends. 

■Sr. Anna Tarnawski, age 91, of the Hamilton, Ontario Ecclesia 
finished her earthly course peacefully at Hamilton Extendicare Au-
gust 18. She was nine years old when her mother Sr. Mary Onusko 
consecrated, thereby influencing her in her formative years. She 
played piano for the Polish class in Hamilton and met and married 
Br. John Tarnawski, accompanying him on pilgrim trips to Polish 
classes and conventions in Canada and the United States. Br. John 
finished his earthly course in 1989. She is survived by her son Frank 
(38 King St. W, Apt. 407, Stoney Creek, ON L86 1H6, Canada); 
a daughter, Irene Thompson (5 Trevor Dr., Stony Creek, ON L8G 

292, Canada); 11 grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren and 
two great-great-grandchildren. Br. Allon MacAlister conducted the 
memorial service August 23 for the 40 plus in attendance. 

■Sr. Mae Clay of the Cincinnati 
Bible Students Ecclesia died July 
6, just two days before turning 89. 
During the depression her sister, 
Sr. Recua Setser, heard about the 
kingdom from Br. Maple at a facil-
ity where food was being distributed 
to the poor. Br. Maple was always 
talking about God's kingdom and all 
the wonderful things that were going 
to come to the world and shared the 
Truth with Sr. Mae. Br. Bill Harp de-
livered her funeral witness to about 
50 friends and relatives on July 10. 
She is survived by a nephew. 

■ k% Vernon Harcourt, age 95, a lifelong member of the Cincin-
nati Ecclesia, died August 20. He attended meetings with his mother 
and on one occasion met Pastor Russell. Br. Vernon was preceded in 
death by his son Vernon Jr. In 2002 his wife Sr. Mary died. Three 
sons survive him. Br. Bill Harp comforted 30 family members and 
friends assembled August 24. 

■Sr. Dorothy McCasland, age 89, of the Rockland (NY) Ecclesia 
finished her walk of more than 50 years in the narrow way Sep-
tember 21 from liver cancer. She spent many years isolated from 
the brethren before moving back to 
Connecticut, eight years ago, where 
she frequently exhibited her tal-
ent for hospitality. Survived by her 
children: Sr. Judy Moffat, Sr. Carole 
Zak, Sr. Kathy Brooks (118 Deep-
wood Dr., Waterbury, CT 06708), 
William and Robert; 12 grandchil-
dren including Br. John Moffat, Sr. 
Robin Zak, Sr. Karen Getchel and 
six great-grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by her husband Wil-
liam and a son Thomas. Br. Russell 
Shallieu comforted over 70 family, 
friends and brethren assembled for 
her funeral on September 25. 

■Sr. Maxine F. Carnegie, age 62, of the Los Angeles Ecclesia en-
tered into rest September 24 after an 
eight year battle with cancer. Eager 
to serve the Lord, at an early age, she 
volunteered at the Dawn working for 
13 years during the sixties and seven-
ties. She leaves behind her husband 
Br. Bob (19149 Briarfield Way, 
Tarzana, CA 91356) to whom she 
was married over thirty-five years, 
her mother Sr. Frieda Tiemeyer, a 
brother David and several nieces and 
nephews. Br. Tim Krupa gave a wit-
ness September 29 on "Life, Death 
and the Resurrection" to 250 people, 
most of whom were public. ❑ 



Br. Edgar 

Two views of our brethren meeting in convention for the first time 
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Serving • ur Brethren 
"Here [am] I; send me. Isaiah 6:8 

Books for Postage 
	

"Gleanings from Glasgow" 

Br. Edgar Buckley of 
the Jackson (MI) Bible 
Students has books 
he would like to give 
to the brethren for the 
cost of postage. For 
details write: Ed-
gar Buckley, 725 N. 

Sheldon, Charolette, MI 48813 or phone: 
(517) 543-2085. 

The Portland Area Bible Students have 
published a new book titled Gleanings 
from Glasgow. The 778-page book is a 
compilation of lessons, letters and subjects 
from John and Morton Edgar, with material, 
which has never been published or reprinted 
from the original sources. 

The book costs $15.00 (US), postpaid 
within the United States. Postage will be 
added for orders outside the United States. 

Also available is the Edgar book Great 
Pyramid Passages at the cost of $12.00 
(US). The class is offering to ship an order 
of both the Pyramid book and Gleanings for 
the reduced combined cost of $24.00 (US). 
Batch orders sent to a single ecclesia would 
be appreciated. Direct orders to: Portland 
Area Bible Students, PO Box 23232, Ti-
gard, OR. 97281-3232 USA or e-mail: 
PortlandB ible @ Comcast. net  

500 Attend First Convention 
At the auditorium Gurunak Bhavan in Ban-
galore, India on June 8 and 9, over five hun-
dred brethren from Chennai, Visakapatnam, 
Rajahmundry, Vellore, Gudiatham, Ponnai, 
Anantapur, Dharmavaram, Tirupathi, Chi-
toor and Bangalore attended a two-day con-
vention, which was the largest convention 
to date. The Lord provided wonderfully. 
Seven discourses were given on the theme 
of "Faith, Hope, and Love," one discourse 
detailed Bible Students history — empha-
sizing how the sanctuary was cleansed from 
the time of William Miller through the 
disappointments that came when the vision 
seemed to tarry. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 was 
the subject of another discourse illustrat-
ing how God makes everything beautiful 
in his time. 

The highlight of the convention was the 
testimonies, which kindled fires in the heart. 
The brethren shared their experiences before 
and after coming to the Truth. A wonderful 
proof of the Lord's ministry was evident in 
the fruit borne by each. Two hours each day 
were dedicated to fellowship, as this was the 
first time most had ever met. Each seemed to 
realize this was the Lord's plan because of  

out of Babylon. 
This convention was held at the same lo-
cation as the first public meeting in 1998. 
Back then, getting a hundred public to 
attend was difficult, now the hall is filled 
with those who understand the Truth and 
have consecrated their lives to it. This 
was the first convention of its kind, as 
all who attended have come to the Truth 
from witness efforts. The strength and 
encouragement received from each other 
brought the realization that only part of 
the true wheat has been harvested. Each 
of us determined our purpose to become 
"Reapers of Christ." 

The India brethren wish to thank all 
of the brethren who have sacrificed to 
strengthen and establish these new breth-
ren in the most holy faith. ❑ 

the encouragement received, especially those 
who were wavering and those just coming 



Sr. Pat 

Br. Walter 

Br. Gene 
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Hurricanes From page 9 

■Sr. Pat Swartz (PO Box 97, Gardendale, 
AL 35071) "The storm has past now. The 
rain was awful but the 
roof is intact and I am 
okay. My husband 
made it home before 
the storm hit and he 
was here throughout... 
The reports are terrible 
with many blown off 
roofs in Mobile, AL 
and the power is out all over the state. I 
cannot be on-line again for studies until I 
get power and that could be weeks. The two 
dogs got into the same dog house and were 
together but I have no idea where the guinea 
pigs have gone. 

We have lamps for light and can cook on 
the gas stove but no oven without electricity. 
I am calling my family to let them know I 
am okay. The cell phone is a great restitution 
blessing." 

As Hurricane Ivan approached Alabama 
on September 14, the following message was 
sent from Gulf Port, Mississippi: 

■Br. Michael Costelli (1505 18th Avenue, 
Gulf Port, MS 39501) "The Ward Buel 
and Costelli families are departing the 
Gulf Coast in the wake of Hurricane Ivan' s 
arrival. At this time (Tuesday 7:30 p.m.) 
the experts are saying it will come ashore 
between Mobile, AL and Pensacola, FL. It 
is a category four storm with winds at 140 
mph. The Buels went to north Mississippi 
to stay with natural family. We are head-
ing to Dallas, TX, which is the closest place 
we can get a motel. I will be in touch by e- 

mail... while on the trip... We hope to return 
by Saturday to assess the damage and start 
cleanup, rebuilding and repairs. Our house 
is less than 1000 feet from the Gulf waters 
in Gulfport. Please keep us in your prayers 
as well as all the brethren who were touched 
by these storms." 

Upon his return home September 16 Br. 
Michael wrote: "Costellis and Buels are back 
on the Coast in good shape. We evacuated 
for the first time in 29 
years because of three 
major hurricanes. This 
storm looked to be the 
worst and was heading 
straight for us. We 
did not want to take 
chances, which in the 
past was something of 	Br. Mic

▪  

h

▪  

ael 
a guessing game as to 
where it would land. If the storm winds were 
100-120 mph, then it seemed safe to stay and 
endure the storm. However, enduring a 
storm is an experience in itself. The winds 
howl for hours making noises that you have 
never heard and hope you will never hear 
again. In the night, power lines go down and 
transformers erupt in sparkling displays and 
you wonder if it will ever stop. Your house 
rattles and sways and water comes through 
the windows like you are in a car wash with 
your windows cracked open. Trees sway 
seriously in the wind and sometimes topple 
over due to the saturated ground in which 
the roots reside becoming unstable. When 
it finally passes, you are exhausted from the 
terror but you must begin the huge task of 
cleanup. Cleanup is necessary as quickly 
as possible so you can gain access to your 
property. Of course, the power is out and so 

is the water. It is usually very hot and humid 
and you cannot shower unless you have filled 
your tubs ahead of time and then use that 
water to partially clean yourself after a long 
day of cleanup. Power generators usually fill 
the air with their drone and it sounds worse 
when you do not have one. 

All of the above, coupled with the fact that 
I have a young family, made the choice to 
evacuate seem simple. However, as it turned 
out this time, no evacuation was necessary. 
Our winds were only 50-60 mph with one 
and one-half inches of rain, which caused 
weak trees and limbs to fall requiring much 
yard work. Pensacola and Alabama coast 
was hit very hard and it was headed our way 
but the atmospheric conditions drove it in 
another direction. We thank and praise our 
heavenly Father..." 

The selflessness of the friends and the 
tie that binds was manifest during these 
difficult times. Our prayers go out to the 
brethren affected and we are mindful of the 
comments in the September 18 Manna text: 
"The Lord is ever present with his people. 
He is always thinking of us, looking out for 
our interests, guarding us in danger, provid-
ing for us in temporal and spiritual things, 
reading our hearts, marking every impulse 
of loving devotion to him, shaping the in-
fluences around us for our discipline and 
refining and hearkening to our faintest call 
for aid or sympathy or fellowship with him. 
He is never for a moment off guard, whether 
we call him in the busy noon hours or in the 
silent watches of the night. How blessed the 
realization of such abiding faithfulness. No 
real child of God is devoid of this evidence 
of his adoption." R3251:4 ❑ 

High Priest From page 10 
The authenticity of the High Priest was 

completed with the application of red nail pol-
ish applied to the right ear lobe, right thumb 
and right great toe to simulate blood. 

As the object of the model was to help 
clarify and explain the details of the garments 
of glory and beauty worn by the High Priest 
for the brethren's edification, of necessity 
the model would need to be transported. 

Br. Walter Jurek offered 
his carpentry skills to 
build a special 'practi-
cal' container with the 
required dimensions, 
opening and handles. 
Designing the container 
to be carried in a hori-
zontal position, a special 

feature of a sliding cover was incorporated, 
complete with an attached handle with a 
locking device. 

During this period, the Chicago Ecclesia 
produced a number of television programs 
covering various Bible subjects. The one 
featuring Israel's High Priest in his garments 
of glory and beauty was greatly enhanced by 
the use of the model. Br. Gene Burns was 
asked to make the presentation. In his efforts 
to become acquainted with the sequence and 
type of garments, several practice sessions 
proved helpful. Br. Gene recalls an anxious 
moment near the close of his presentation 
where a program timekeeper was used to 
indicate to the speaker the amount of time 
left. The timekeeper was to use his fingers 
to indicate the number of minutes remain-
ing—five fingers meant five minutes. For 
some reason the timekeeper did not appear. 
Br. Gene had no choice but to continue, 
hoping his timing was correct. The program 
ended with the offer of Tabernacle Shadows 
of Better Sacrifices within 20-30 seconds of  

the required time. Br. Gene referred to his 
experience as a providence of the Lord. 

After the com-
pletion of the mod-
el— with its many 
features and beauti-
ful colors, which 
lent themselves well 
to photography—Br. 
Edmund produced 
slides of the model 
to enhance viewing by larger groups. The 
slide presentation "Tabernacle in the Wil-
derness," featuring the High Priest model 
was shown to many brethren in various 
classes. A special presentation in the Polish 
language was also produced to the delight 
of the brethren. ❑ 



Srs. Lisa and Tina 

Sr. Marisza being immersed by her 
father Br. Allen 

Sr. Melody being immersed by her 
father Br. Dennis 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding" Proverbs 3:5 

Immersions 2004 

Br. Kent Humphreys immerses Br. Frank 

At Los Angeles, CA 
July 20 

Sr. Lisa Brand, San 
Diego Bible Students 
Ecclesia, daughter of 
Br. Bob and Sr. Teri, 
5th generation to conse-
crate. 
Sr. Tina Sosa, Los 
Angeles Bible Students 
Ecclesia, daughter of 
Sr. Debbie James, 4th 
generation to conse-
crate. 

At Moldova, August 29 

Newly immersed in Moldova  

Br. Petru, Chisinau Ecclesia 
Br. Iasa Bender 
Br. Petru Iachim, Tintareni Ecclesia (husband) 
Sr. Elena Iachim, Tintareni Ecclesia (wife) 
Sr. Maria Golovco, Tintareni Ecclesia (natural sister to Br. 
Petru Iachim) 

Br. Gheroghe Bivol, Ialoveni Ecclesia (husband) 
Sr. Pasa Bivol, Ialoveni Ecclesia (wife) 
Br. Ion Bivol, Ialoveni Ecclesia (son) 
Sr. Elena Bivol, Ialoveni Ecclesia (daughter) 
Sr. Tamara Pintea, Ialoveni Ecclesia (wife, also Bivols' daughter) 
Br. Gheorghe Pintea, Ialoveni Ecclesia (husband) 

Sr. Larisa, Ialoveni Ecclesia 
Sr. Maria Racovet, Chisinau Ecclesia 

At Denver, CO August 22 
Sr. Marisza Zembik of North 
Saskatchewan Bible Students, 
the twelve year old daughter 
of Br. Allen and the late Sr. 
Michelle. See Deaths. 4th gen-
eration to consecrate. 

At Piqua, OH September 26 
Sr. Melody Brantman, Muncie, 
Indiana Ecclesia, daughter of 
Br. Dennis Stansberry, 4 th  gen-
eration to consecrate. 

Letter of Testimony 
Sr. Melody Brantman, 
Muncie (IN) Ecclesia 
"I was raised in The Truth and attended class with my dad Br. 
Dennis Stansberry and my grandparents Br. Harold and Sr. Helen 
Stansberry... and other loving brethren. My whole life, I knew of 
God's wonderful plans and have always accepted them as truth...it 
just makes perfect sense. Over the past three years, I have felt 
the Lord calling me and 
comforting me through 
the tremendously painful 
trial of my sister Penny's 
illness and death. I know 
that under no strength of 
mine, but rather God's 
amazing loving comfort, 
I have been able to make 
it through my daily life 
without my sister. He has 
blessed me with the peace 
and certainty that I will in 
fact, see her again. Many 
other blessings of love...as well as an increased knowledge of God's 
word and plans has drawn me nearer to him and increased my faith... 
The decision to consecrate was tough due to my young family Al-
though my husband Chris is of a different faith, I am very blessed by 
his support and open mindedness. I finally listened to the words of 
my Grandma [Sr. Helen], 'You don't question the Lord's judgment 
in whether you're good enough...let him decide.'... " ❑ 

At Phoenix, AZ 
July 4 

BrFrank Nicolosi, 
Southwest Arizo-
na Bible Students, 
son of Sr. Vita. Br. 
Frank had prayed 
about and weighed 
the cost of conse-
cration for several 
years. He trust in 
the Lord that he will 
be a good example 
to his wife and chil-
dren. 
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■Experts predict a major earthquake to 
occur along the Syrian-African fault line 
within the next 50 years. The fault line 
follows the Jordan Valley through both the 
Dead and Galilee Seas. One of the most 
fragile sections is in the Old City of Jeru-
salem, particularly underneath the Temple 
Mount. Jerusalem Post — March 5 

■French President Chirac in comments 
critical of the international community's 
efforts to establish peace between Israel and 
the Palestinians said "terrorism and denial of 
others are reprehensible . . . occupation and 
colonization are unacceptable and must stop 
. . . we must encourage, maybe even impose, 
the resumption of a negotiations process." 
AFP — August 27 

■Iran warned Israel that any strike of its 
nuclear facilities would be met with a re-
taliatory response. Iran insists its nuclear 
program is for peaceful purposes and gen-
erating electricity. AP — August 23 

■Oil production in Nigeria is threatened 
by violence between Nigerian security 

World News Briefs 
forces and ethnic militants. Sabotaged oil 
wells and pipelines have oil companies 
considering abandoning their operations 
in the oil-rich Niger Delta. Yahoo News 
— August 9 

■Al-Qaida continues planning to disrupt 
the U.S. elections and has plans to attack 
financial and government centers in New 
York, New Jersey, and Washington D.C. 
AP — September 7 

■Faced with increasing evidence that EU 
funds have been used by the Palestinian 
Authority to finance terrorism, the European 
Union acknowledges but refuses to cor-
rect the problem. The EU antifraud office 
estimates that $300 million in donations is 
unaccounted for. One EU politician com-
mented "direct budgetary assistance to the 
PA was a big mistake." Jerusalem Post 
— March 5 

■As security tightens in the US and Europe, 
Al-Qaida has gone to Latin America to 
stage operations and recruit terrorists who 
don't look Middle Eastern. U.S. officials 
are concerned about the Panama Canal and 

America's vulnerability to attacks from 
south of the border. Latin America has 
many spots favorable to terrorists because of 
homegrown rebel groups, drug smugglers, 
and corrupt governments. AP — August 
25 

■Eulogizing former President Reagan, 
Natan Sharansky recalled being in "Soviet 
prison when Reagan called the Soviet Union 
the evil empire". He credited Reagan with 
speaking the truth that sustained the dissi-
dents in prison and for the courage and moral 
clarity that won the Cold War and brought 
freedom to hundreds of million of people. 
Jerusalem Post — June 12 

■The Vatican's administrative and foreign 
missions operations had a budget deficit 
for the third consecutive year. Donations 
for humanitarian aid and for the Catho-
lic Church in the Holy Land increased. 
Dioceses around the world have their own 
budgets subject to Vatican review for major 
decisions such as the Portland Diocese seek-
ing bankruptcy protection earlier this year. 
Until 1993 the Vatican had run a deficit for 
23 consecutive years. AP — July 7❑ 

■The Vatican announced that torture, burn-
ing at the stake and other punishments dur-
ing the Inquisition were not as widespread 
as commonly believed. Pope John Paul 
praised the research noting his apology in 
2000 for the sins of the Catholic Church, 
including the Inquisition. The Vatican re-
search findings were released in a 783-page 
book. AP — June 15 

■Christians from around the world are 
expected to join a massive army of interces-
sors to pray for Israel on Oct. 3. "This is a 
biblically mandated requirement for all who 
believe," said Robert Stearns, executive 
director of Eagle Wings. Stearns unveiled 
EW's ambitious plan labeled The Jerusalem 
Project, which calls for an International Day 
of Prayer on the first Sunday of October 
every year until the Messiah returns. EW 
is seeking to enlist the support of 20,000 
U.S. churches and 50 million believers in 
70 countries to back the effort. CNS — Sep-
tember 8 

■Hindus, Buddhists, and Muslims increas-
ingly visit the Catholic Shrine to the Virgin 
Mary at Lourdes. One Hindu says, "She is 
like our mother goddess Mariamman." A 

Religion in the News 
Jesuit priest embraces the new trend and 
acknowledges "The Holy Spirit present in 
the Hindu and Buddhist traditions. Diverse 
paths are conducive to salvation because 
they have been placed there by God." Re- 
uters — August 23 

■Membership in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) declined sharply in 2003, prompt-
ing the denomination's leadership to call 
for "prayer and repentance." Membership 
dropped nearly 50,000 – the largest propor-
tional decline since 1983. Membership in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church fell below 
5 million for the first time since its inception 
in 1988. ENI - June 18 and August 23 

■Churches and other organizations need to 
consider the vast implications of the US-led 
"new empire" closely linked to neo-liberal 
globalization, delegates at a world gather-
ing of the Reformed Churches were told. 
"We are facing a crisis in Christianity today 
brought on by what more and more people 
are interpreting to be the twin challenges 
of globalization and empire," said one 
presenter. "The United States is the centre 
of empire, its financial organizer, political 
arbiter and military enforcer." Delegates 

voted to "reject the current world economic 
order." ENI — August 5 

■The Internet is proving to be an invaluable 
tool for people in Muslim nations to down-
load and read God's word. People in Muslim 
countries are downloading the word of God 
translated to Arabic at record rates. The ac-
cessibility of these scriptures via the Internet 
is having a major impact on Arab-speaking 
communities. Agape Press — July 27 

'World Help says there is a huge need for 
copies of God's word in the war-torn na-
tion of Iraq. Vernon Brewer explains, "We 
are networking with 72 churches. We are 
building a training center in the middle of 
Baghdad to train pastors and church plant-
ers and we are distributing hundreds of 
thousands of Bibles. God is moving there 
and it is incredible what he is doing." And 
Brewer says Bibles are in great demand in 
Iraq. "I have learned that the Iraqi people 
love to read," he says. "They have asked 
us for more and more New Testaments and 
because it is open right now and there is no 
oppressive regime, many of them are open 
[to the gospel]." Agape Press — July 2❑ 
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Conventions 
"Happy [is that] people, whose God [is] the LORD." Psalms 144:15 

2004 
October 29-31 Fayette, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible Students 
Annual. Penn. State University, Fayette Campus. Five speakers. For 
information contact Mrs. Duane Cramer (724) 677-4633. 

November 26-28 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia 
Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Contact: 
Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330) 
882-3309. E-mail: jklich@akron.infi.net  

November 26, 27 New Albany, Indiana. New Albany-Louisville. 
Robert E. Lee Retirement Inn, New Albany, IN. Three speakers. 
Convention Secretary: Mark Moody, 4512 Hopewell Road, Jef-
fersontown, KY. 40299 Phone: (502) 267-9843. E-mail• jmm-
mem@att.net  

2005 
March 5,6 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of Cen- 
tral Ohio Annual Topical. Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel, 2124 S. 
Hamilton Rd., Columbus, OH 43232. Topic: Ancient Worthies-Our 

Cloud of Witnesses. Six speakers. Contact: Deborah Stewart, PO 
Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: (614) 890-1814. E-mail: 
ransomed2@earthlink  net 

April 1-3 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students An-
nual. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr. N E, Bothell, WA. For 
information contact: Laural Kirkham, 8515 224th St. S W, Edmonds, 
WA 98026. Phone: (425) 774-4020. 

April 9, 10 Columbus Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students 35th 
Annual Pre-Memorial. The Radisson Hotel, 7007 North High St., 
Columbus, OH 43085. Please contact: Todd Alexander, 5463 Eagle-
snest, Westerville, OH 43081. Phone: (614) 891-1181. Cell Phone: 
(614) 519-8282. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com  

April 16, 17 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake City 
Annual Pre-Memorial. Five speakers. Programs and information the 
Secretary: Sr. Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, 
DE 19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail: tlarml874@earthlink.  
net 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began 
in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Afflicted From page 2 

condition has been stabilized through medication. She uses a 
walker at home and a wheelchair when she goes to the meetings. 
Sr. Anastazja lives with her daughter Sr. Elizabeth and is thankful 
for every provision of the Lord. In this country she was able to get 
the correct diagnosis and care. The loving support of the brethren 
through prayers, cards and e-mails is very encouraging. 

■Sr. Irma Gartley (1007 Avacoll Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15220) 
was taken to emergency on September 22 with a severe stomach 
disorder and dehydration. She was admitted to the hospital and 
underwent many tests during the next week; it has been found that 
she is suffering from lymphoma. On October 3, Sr. Irma was 
transferred to Beverly Health Care-Mt. Lebanon Manor (350 Old 
Gilkeson Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15828) for therapy. Sr. Irma is the 
mother of Sr. Virginia Nusz and the sister of Srs. Mildred Raffel 
and Helen Johnson. 

■Sr. Mildred Raffel (4013 Royal Oak Dr., Dayton, Ohio 45429) 
underwent surgery July 30 for removal of a colon tumor. Since then 
she has been endeavoring to recover the loss of her bodily strength 
which prevents her attending meetings and other fellowship privi-
leges. Meanwhile, the Lord's grace and loving kindness has been 
sufficient for every need as promised. She appreciates the loving 
kindness of the brethren with messages, visits, errands, flowers, 
gifts, phone calls, transportation to the doctors, plus other loving 
services too numerous to mention. The beautiful Scripture texts 
given and the prayers offered by the brethren have been a great 
encouragement and the entire experience has drawn her closer to 
the Lord. 

• Sr. Silver Egodo, a widow, is mourning the loss of her third child, 
Sr. Glory. See Deaths. Two other children died previously from 
sickle-cell anemia. She has seven remaining children. Her faith 
is exercised daily by the hardships of life in Nigeria with meager 
health care and poverty. She finds great comfort in the promises of 
the resurrection and a kingdom for all. 

■13r. Dan Monette (29575 Herbert, Madison Heights, MI 48071, 
e-mail: danconniemonette  @ sbcglobal. 
net) had an accident involving a table 
saw that almost severed his left index 
finger June 23. During surgery two weeks 
later doctors were able to reattach the 
tendon, nerves and arteries. After weeks 
of therapy, Br. Dan appreciates more the 
need of the Kingdom and recognizes how 
quickly the harmony of the body can be 
destroyed. He and his wife Sr. Connie 
thank the brethren for the outpouring of 
concern, words of encouragement and well wishes. 0 

First Witness at Fair 

The Baltimore Area Ecclesia participated, for the first time, in the 
Maryland State Fair, which ran from August 27 through September 
6. Many booklets and tracts were distributed and over 600 First 
Volumes were sold. Brethren from near and far offered their as-
sistance and participated in the activity. The Baltimore brethren 
wish to thank the brethren for their loving support and the Lord for 
providing the opportunity. ❑ 
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Deadline for Winter Issue, Dec. 1, 2004 

Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, 
and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic informa-
tion for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. Please 
refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of convention 
listings for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, 
as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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