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"Keyword" Witnessing on the Internet
The Internet continues to bless the Lord's
people. The increase of knowledge is being
used in various and ingenious ways to spread
the Gospel message. There is nothing
comparable to the almost instantaneous
information available through computer
programs and the Internet. Ed.

With the evolution of Internet technology it is now possible to reach tens of thousands of people around the world with the
Truth fora minimal overall cost. The year 2004
has seen a continuation of this trend. The Lord
has graciously and gently guided the
brethren into a new opportunity with exciting
results. In addition to e-mail, on-line meetings, conventions and Truth related literature
be-ing available to the brethren on the Internet, many classes and individuals are
reaching out to the world with the Truth.
Because of the varied backgrounds of the
Newsletter readers and the fact many do not
own or use a computer, we believe a general
explanation of some basic computer terms
and how this witnessing method works is in
order.
The Internet is the name given to the
whole electronic network of computers that
are interconnected via telephone lines and
other devices worldwide. The World-WideWeb (www) is a part of the Internet designed
to allow easier navigation of the network
through interfaces such as web pages that

Greetings in the Lord
The Lord's people are privileged to
understand God's Plan of the Ages, which
not only instructs concerning the past but the
future. The world is curious about the future
and current events have raised that curiosity
to a more urgent, personal level. According
to a recent Pew research study, more than a
third of all Americans who connect to the
Internet have used it to access religious and
spiritual information. By the Lord's grace,
the brethren have taken advantage of this
interest by advertising Truth subjects on the
Internet, the results are featured in this issue.
Oh, the rich depths of God's wisdom and
knowledge.
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The Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio is a non-denominational
Christian fellowship that meets in the Columbus, Ohio area. There are similar
fellowships nationwide and worldwide.

*Chart of the Ages
.Historical Slide Show
• Bible Topics
+Topical Bible Study
+Free Offers by mail
• Ask Your Bible Question
*Contact Us
rEspanol

We are committed to providing Bible study aids for those seeking to know
God through the study and application of His word.
Please submit your mailing address in the form below to request your free
booklet "How to Study the Bible and Have it Make Sense." There is no
obligation. We respect your privacy. We do not rent or sell your personal
information.
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This free Bible study guide examines five approaches
to Bible study
1. Exhaustive topical study
2. Study of Symbolic language;
3. Study by time frame;
4. The Importance of Context
5. Study by Type and Antitype.
It also explains an overview of God's beautiful,
harmonious plans and purposes as taught throughout
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.
[ Form OD enter name and ad&ess - Not included in photo ]

One screen from the Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio web page.

serve information—in the proper format— to
the Internet.
Websites are a collection of web pages
created by the same person or organization. A
browser is a individual computer program
used to access the World-Wide-Web and a
search engine is a method of indexing millions of sites on the web so information can
easily be retrieved, by creating giant indexes
or large databases of websites based on titles,
keywords and phrases.

■ The Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio write: Having a website is in
some ways like having a TV station except
that, instead of dozens or even hundreds of
stations available, there are millions from
which to choose, so it begs the question, "will
anyone be able to find your station?" Because
there are so many websites, it is not practical
to browse them in order—one by one. Most
people use what is called a search engine,
such as Google, Yahoo, Microsoft Network
search, or America-on-Line search. The

computer user types in a word or phrase that
relates to the subject they are interested in.
Then the search engine finds websites with
content most relevant to what the searcher is
looking for. If the search engine determines
that the website you have prepared has the
most relevant content, your website,
hopefully—but there is no guarantee— may
then appear at the top of the searchers list,
where it is likely the searcher will click
(select) your link (connection) and visit your
website. This has been the standard method
and is free of charge, but, what the advertiser
believes to be the most relevant and what the
search engine believes may not be the same.
To overcome this problem and to get your
website recognized, businesses have been
using what is called "pay-per-click" advertising. Click simply means to select. This is a
paid text advertisement that appears on the
first page of an individual's search results.
You only pay if someone clicks or selects
your advertisement, which will link or conSee Key word page 8
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the LORD."

■Br. John and Sr. Rachel Hasty (PO Box 901, Arab, AL 35016, e-mail:
jkhasty @earthlink.net) both had gallbladder surgery in May. Br.
John was hospitalized six days due to an infection while Sr. Rachel
had only an overnight stay. During their recuperation—Sr. Rachel
being confined to a wheelchair from a previous stroke— they are
grateful to still be able to attend meetings. They appreciate the kind
assistance of brethren and neighbors.
■Br. Harold Duckett (2054 Sunshine Place, Columbus, OH 43232, email: harduc@webtv.net) was robbed at gunpoint
at 6:45 am, May 28 in his garage. The assailants
stole Br. Harold's car, wallet and cell phone. The
car was recovered a few days later in Dayton, OH.
Br. Harold is thankful to the Lord that he was not
injured in anyway, though startled, by such a close
brush with violence.
■Sr. Kathie Tallent (3460 Fern Ridge Dr. E, Conyers, GA 30208,
e-mail: LTTallent@ aol.com) had outpatient surgery April 9 to
remove a cancerous tumor and April 30 to remove a lymph node to
see if the cancer had spread, which it had not. Seven weeks of
radiation treatment makes her optimistic for a full recovery. Sr.
Kathie and her husband Br. Larry both realize how quickly an
experience can invade one's life. They accept this from the Lord and
want to learn the necessary lessons.
■Br. Ben Dunajski (12536 S Moody Ave., Palos Heights, IL 60463,
e-mail bi 1 951 @comcast.net) had a mild heart attack while at the
home of Sr. Bernice Kowlek just before the Metropolitan Detroit
convention. Two stents were inserted to address blocked arteries,
taking special care since he had heart bypass surgery 23 years ago.
After returning home, he had triple bypass surgery May 28. Within
24 hours he returned to surgery twice because of internal bleeding.
During the trying ordeal doctors told his wife Sr. Irene that if his heart
was bleeding there was no hope for his recovery. The sawed sternum
and blood-thinning medication were found to be the source of the
problem. Br. Ben and Sr. Irene are thankful to the Lord for his
sustaining grace to help in every time of need.
■Br. Carl Hagensick (2929 Hillside Ln, Darien, IL 60561, e-mail:
chagensickl @comcast.net) had mild angina attacks during the
Chicago convention, which led to a hospital stay and the implanting
of two stents on June 6. The doctors approved his taking a planned
motor trip with his wife Sr. Margie to serve the brethren in California.
While enroute, June 25, Br. Carl suddenly became very weak and
was admitted to a Phoenix (AZ) hospital with an infection where he
spent six days. They returned to Chicago July 5 and now await the
Lord's direction.
■Br. Glen and Sr. Ruby Baker (6333 Hurstgreen Ln, St. Louis, MO
63123) have both been hospitalized. Br. Glen, because of
pneumonia, was admitted for a week. Already weak from asbestos
in his lungs, he remains on oxygen and continues to use an electric
wheelchair to conserve energy. Sr. Ruby had multiple infections
requiring hospitalization three times during the months of April,
May and June with a nursing home stay of two weeks. The
medications and treatments caused complications with her diabetes.
In spite of her frail condition, Sr. Ruby was able to witness to the
hospital chaplain about the permission of evil. Receiving cards and
e-mails from the brethren was an "enormous lift" to their spirits for
which they thank the brethren.

Psalms 31:24

■Sr. Martha Cope's (206 S. Alamo, Wetherford, TX 76086, e-mail:
cmcope@EVl.net) faith was tried April 19 when her husband
Charles was rushed from one hospital to another and received a stent.
He had originally been scheduled to receive an angiogram but the
doctors realized his condition required more serious treatment. The
Copes are thankful for the Lord' s watch care. The doctors remarked
there was a 99 percent certainty that Charles would have died from
a heart attack without the stent.
■Sr. Mildred Raffel (4013 Royal Oak Dr., Dayton, OH 45429) was
stricken with a mild heart attack April 22 that required convalescing
in the hospital and nursing home until May 19.
Now, regaining strength at her home under the
loving care of her sister, Sr. Helen Johnson, Sr.
Mildred considers the experience an answer to
prayer. Living alone and legally blind she felt
isolated and asked the Lord for opportunities to
encourage others and witness to God's Truth,
which were provided by her hospital and
nursing home stays. When her hearing aid was accidentally thrown
away, she "took joyfully the spoiling of her goods." Buoyed up by
the loving expressions from the brethren and assurances of prayers
on her behalf, Sr. Mildred remarked, "How can I adequately express
my appreciation of so much love poured out upon me with cards, emails, phone calls and loving expressions sent by the brethren, as
well as the personal services rendered to me. May the Lord reward
each one of you."
■Br. Rod and Sr. Nancy Thomas (3012 Grandview Dr., Clarkston,
WA 99403, e-mail: homecaregiver@clarkston.com) suffered the
loss of their 50-year-old son David, May 17 to pneumonia. David
has been completely bedridden since 1980 due to medical
malpractice and required 24-hour care. On May 26 Br. Tim Krupa
preached the kingdom hope to the 50 family and friends assembled.
INSr. Isabelle Baker (1571 Crest Dr., Shelbyville, IN 46176) had knee
replacement surgery April 8, seventeen months after hip replacement
surgery. Patiently enduring a painful recovery, Sr. Isabelle remarked,
"I hope I am getting a good polishing." She looks forward to God's
kingdom when pain will be no more.
■Br. Bill and Sr. Edith Harp (2609 Merrittview Ln, Cincinnati, OH
45231, e-mail: WilliamHarp 1 @fuse.net) are saddened by the
unexpected death of Br.
Bill's 56-year-old daughter
Jennifer Harp who lived in
California. She died in
December but they were
not informed until June 4.
"God gives to his children
blessings without measure,
but their trials he measures carefully." R747
■Sr. Berna McNee (c/o Mrs. Harry Martinello, 12856 Carluke Cres.,
Surrey, BC V3V 6R4, Canada ) had a mild stroke April 3 and is
confined to a nursing home after four weeks in the hospital. A CAT
scan showed she had previously experienced multiple small strokes.
Sr. Berra is able to communicate and walk with the assistance of a
walker, though her strength is limited. She enjoys receiving cards and
letters from the friends and expresses an interest in attending
meetings. ❑
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Entered Into Rest
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God."

■Br. Reinhold Severt, age 75, of the Los Angeles Bible Students
ended his struggle with cancer April 25, eight months after the death
of his wife Sr. Inge. Growing up in
West Berlin, Br. Reinhold
consecrated in the early 1950s. He
became
active
translating
"Tagesanbruch" i.e. "Daybreak" or
the German Dawn. Approached by
two sons of the brethren, who
appeared to be working for the East
German government, Br. Reinhold
refused them access to the
"Tagesanbruch" address file
(including names in East Germany).
Soon afterward, Br. Reinhold was
kidnapped while traveling by train
through East Berlin and taken to an
underground interrogation facility. He saw no sunlight for five
months while a light bulb burned continuously. He was exposed to
extreme heat and extreme cold repeatedly, yet he never gave any
names to the authorities though questioned over and over. For five
months the brethren and his fiancé Sr. Inge heard nothing from him,
then he was allowed to send ten lines. After four years the Lord
opened the door of release. He and Sr. Inge married and determined
it to be the Lord's will for them to leave Germany. Through the help
of Br. Carl and Sr. Marge Hagensick they moved to Chicago in 1958
and shortly thereafter to Los Angeles. They had a very deep lesson
in "bearing his reproach"and continued to rely on the Lord through
subsequent trials. His sons survive him: Ralf (7124 Hogan St.,
Moorpark, CA 93021) and Raymond and six grandchildren. Br. Jim
Parkinson led the memorial service May 2 for the 50 in attendance.
■Sr. Ginger Brann, age 53, of the Seattle Bible Students was
delivered from her three-year struggle with leukemia May 5.
Consecrating in the early seventies,
Sr. Ginger's love for the Lord was
demonstrated by her frequent travels
among the brethren both nationally
and internationally.
If Sr. Ginger detected a flaw in her
character she would diligently—
through prayer and determination—
strive to overcome. In 1999 her first
ordeal with cancer was considered
cured but the treatment left her with an
extremely rare leukemia. When her
trials with cancer returned—facing
death—her developed trust in the
Lord gave her a peaceful courage. She
used the opportunity to witness about
her wonderful God and his plan.
Her uncle Br. George Tabac gave her memorial witness May 15 to
the 200 assembled, half of who were co-workers and friends. She
leaves behind her husband of 18 years, Br. Michael (1801 NE 201St.,
B-3, Fairview, OR 97024, e-mail: brannx @ earthlink.net); her parents
Br. David and Sr. Shirley Bruce; one brother Chris; a niece and two
nephews. "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. "Phil. 1:21
■Br. Dominick Destro, age 85, an elder in both the Agawam, MA
and Southwest, FL ecclesias, suffered a stroke May 26 and died the
next day. Consecrated over 44 years, he learned the Truth in his youth

Revelation 2:7

from his parents. He is survived by his wife of four years, Sr.
Margaret Zak Destro (21 Spier Avenue, Enfield, CT 06082); two
children: Joseph and Marianne Goguen; two grandchildren and a
sister Josephine Destro. His first wife Sr. Millie, died in 1999. Br.
Dan Slivinsky comforted the 50 mourners assembled May 29. The
family appreciates the support of the brethren.
■Br. O.D. Edwards, age 80, died May 16 of pneumonia and bone
cancer. Br. O.D. received the Truth through his family. He met once
a month with the West Texas Bible
Students in Lamesa beginning in the
early 1950s. He served as chairman
before it dissolved in 1998 due to
deaths and relocation. Isolated from
the brethren, he was able to attend
only three conventions in his lifetime
but fellowshipped with the Lord in his
private studies. In later years he met
via teleconferencing with the Parker
county brethren where he also served
as an elder.
A brief service, with military rites
honoring his WWII service, was held
on May 21 at the Dallas-Forth Worth
National cemetery. Br. Gregory Kuehmichel gave a brief scripture reading.
A memorial service was held May 29
in Wellman, TX, his lifelong residence. More than 100 family members, friends and four brethren attended. His eulogy was delivered by
his wife's pastor from the Baptist Church. Br. Sam Watts spoke
regarding Br. 0.D' s discipleship with Christ, followed by Br. Gregory
Kuehmichel who spoke on the hope of the kingdom. He is survived
by his wife Mary (4509 Chiesa #27, Rowlett, TX 75088); a son: Mark;
two grandchildren and a consecrated sister-in-law, Sr. Lilly.
Br. O.D. was known to be a humble person. Others noted he was
the most honest person they knew. One of his parting messages was
to give his love to the brethren. "The Lord knows them that are his"
2Tim. 2:19
■ k% William A. Smith of Nambour Bible Class in Australia finished
his earthly course May 23, three days after turning 96. His youth was
hard as most chores were done by
hand and a horse drawn wagon, which
was the means of transportation. He
left school at 12 years of age to help
support the family and experienced
early the sting of death when his
mother died and a brother was killed in
WWII. However, his love of God was
nurtured. At age 23 he began
preaching in local churches, this
opportunity being afforded him by the
lack of clergy in the rural
communities. In his search to learn
more about the Bible he responded to
a newspaper advertisement and
received The Divine Plan of the Ages.
He was immersed at a Melbourne
convention in 1944.
His nephew Br. Graeme Smith conducted the funeral June 1 for the
See Deaths page 9
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Our Brethren S •eak
"He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly...He shall dwell on high." Isaiah 33:15,16

Harvest Testimonies at Wilmington, DE March 27, 28
Almanac Ad Responses

Br. Tim Armstrong, Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia
"...For a second year our class has advertised in a publication, called
Greer's Almanac, which targets 16
southwestern states from Virginia through
Texas. It is a classified, 26-word ad for "How to
Study the Bible and Have It Make Sense." Last
year we sent out approximately 150 copies. We
decided to do it again this year and almost 200
copies have gone out so far. The names are then
placed on our newsletter list, which has about
4,000. The last few issues of our newsletter have
been articles from The End Times publication on the Dark Ages
doctrines. The last one was on the Trinity, which received a mixed
response. Some wrote in asking to be taken off our list but it resulted
in 20 copies of "The Doctrine of Christ" being shipped–with orders
for about 15-20 more...
"Recently, we began inserting the full-color "Studies in the
Scriptures" brochure into our newsletter. As a result, we have
noticed an increase in requests... Six sets have gone out in the past
month. We ask an interest in your prayers that we would continue
to witness to the wonderful Truth we have..."
Fair Booth and TV Witnessing
Sr. Marsha Hauke, Baltimore Area (MD) Ecclesia
"...We are always looking for ways of witnessing that are specifically
low budget and a couple of things have come to us that I thought I
would share with the brethren. For the past two years we have used
a faith-based resource fair, which is held in the fall. It is a free six-hour
fair representing many churches and groups. When we first learned
of it Sr. Deborah [Banks], from our class, handled it alone as she was
the only one available at the time. She just took a couple of boxes of
literature, set up a table and the people cleared her out of stock. We
asked what she had done– because we have had all sorts of fairs and
never been that successful. She said, 'I did not do anything. They
just wanted it.' This past fall I worked with her and I could not believe
it. People were coming up excited to take the literature. We were
specifically trying to promote the magazine Volume One since it was
a free table and we were not allowed to sell anything. But people came
up and were so eager for all the topics– they had not seen them before
in print. We had a number of conversations, one with a Catholic priest
and then with a couple of Jewish people and a rather negative
experience with a Trinitarian... I am looking forward to seeing–as the
years go by–if people are going to remain this positive towards us.
We did recently receive a phone call from someone who had the
literature, just loved it and wanted more. That was a nice
encouragement. It was inexpensive, easy to set-up and a good way
of hitting the Christian population. My hope is to find wheat. But,
no doubt, some of the literature will do the work of binding tares and
we are thankful for that part of the Harvest work as well.
"We have tried numerous times to have something put on a local
television station without success, but Sr. Deborah again found that
the local cable station would gladly take anything we had and put it
on free. We have shown For This Cause for several weeks in a row,
for which we are now putting up posters and tracting. There again,
it is something free, which helps. We appreciate that. Our desire now
is to do a little better job on the follow-up. So some of us–on Sundays
after the meeting–make follow-up calls..."

Effort not Money needed in Witnessing
Br. Ed Winske, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
"...We would like to share with you some of the excitement that we
are experiencing in the Truth. As many of you know, our class puts
out a newsletter, The End Times, on a quarterly
basis. On our last mailing, we sent out a record
4,500 newsletters around the world–Malaysia,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, and the United States.
As a response to the mailing , we shipped 17 SixIn-One Volumes. There is a little paragraph at
the end of each newsletter to sign up for a
A
correspondence course on Volume One — 22
people signed up. Needless to say, 'excited' is not adequate to
describe our feelings.
"On a family level, when we have time during the winter, we take
tracts to local hospitals–starting on the top floor and working our
way down. We have received four or five responses so far. One day,
Sr. Luann and I decided to take a drive in the country and we took
plastic bags, filled them with tracts and put them on the hook used
for such things. There are different levels of witnessing. So, do what
you can. It does not take a lot of money to serve the Lord in the witness
work. It is just the effort to go out and do it. That has been the mindset
of our family and our class. Some are able to witness one-on-one and
some are more technical, like with the Internet work..."
Ad on "Who Killed Jesus?"
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia
"...A couple of weeks ago, we placed an advertisement in the paper
in response to the new Mel Gibson movie. We
had over a quarter page advertisement on,
"Who Killed Jesus?" One person responded,
requesting the advertised Israel: Appointment
with Destiny DVD and he called and asked for
a list of publications. He called back, so
enthusiastic about the video, that he ordered
everything on the list of publications–the
Volumes and all the booklets. We will see what happens with that..."
"One plants, one waters..."
Sr. Harriet Tsimonis, Waterbury (CT) Ecclesia
"...Our experience with Sr. Rita [Pantaleo] has been a joint effort with
the Hartford Ecclesia and their follow-up. As we know, sometimes
one plants, one waters and the Lord gives the increase. Sr. Rita was
immersed at Hartford earlier this month. In 1975, she bought a set of
Volumes at the Danbury Fair. The Waterbury Class had a booth there,
for close to 20 years, until the fair closed down. There was never any
definite fruitage. There were studies with some but we never knew
of anyone consecrating. Sr. Rita was on our newsletter list and about
15 years ago we gave her name to the Hartford class. So, she was on
both lists. About one year ago, she called one of the numbers on our
newsletter, spoke with Sr. Esther Balko and asked for the phone
number of someone in Hartford. Sr. Esther gave her Br. and Sr.
Slivinsky' s phone number. And, as they say, 'the rest is history.' She
met with them, loved the Truth and was immersed. It took 29 years
for that fruitage ! So, you never know. The Volumes go out and they
may or may not be read but when the time is right for an opening in
the Church –for those who have certain characteristics– the Lord
will open their hearts and minds..."
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Testimonies at North Seattle, WA March 28

help through prayer. Thank you."

A " much-to-the-point prayer"
Br. Leon Millin, Los Angeles (CA) Area Bible Students
"...It was approximately a year ago, at this time, that I had the privilege
of serving Memorial to Br. Sam Krystek [now deceased], who was
suffering from Alzheimer's in a care facility. I
was asked to see to it that he had the emblems.
At his facility I started discussing what the
Passover was and he was very alert. I asked
him, 'Sam, we should have an opening prayer.
Do you think you could do that?' He offered a
very beautiful prayer. We proceeded and came
to the bread and I asked him again if he could
ask a blessing. Again, he gave a very beautiful,
much-to-the-point prayer. We then had the prayer on the cup and as
we read in Matthew 26, 'they sang a hymn and departed.' I then
asked if he remembered the hymn, 'Bless Be The Tie That Binds,'
he did and we sang it together. I will never forget that privilege. I
ask an interest in your prayers."

"I am never alone..."
Sr. Lydia Hanham, North Seattle (WA)
Bible Students
"I am very thankful to be here. I thank the Lord
that he made a provision for me as he always
does. I am never alone because I know the Lord
is with me—even if sometimes I think I am
alone. He is always there. I thank all the
brethren for their love and prayers towards
me."

An Unseen Leader
Sr. Donna Ostrander, Portland Area (OR) Ecclesia
"...I had a little experience during the break with a nice young lady
who asked about our group. We discussed a little bit, then I gave her
a Volume One and introduced her to Br. Don
Nussel to explain things further. She said
something about seeing us at lunch, so the
brethren might look for her. I am thankful to
have had this experience as I do not work
outside the home, so it was a thrill for me to
witness to the Lord's goodness.
"I like the thought from one of the discourses that we should 'bear in mind the nobility of our calling.' If I did this every day I would
be so much more pleasing to the Lord, so I want to do this. Also, that
the course to self-denial is the only index of a loving heart. The Lord
gives us repeated opportunities to sacrifice for him and his. Our
highest ambition should be to grow in the knowledge of him and his
love. This is what I want to concentrate on more fully. Another
thought that was helpful to me was 'we are under an unseen leader
against an unseen foe for an unseen crown...'"
Common Language of Love
Br. Eugene Szarkowicz, Przychojec (Poland) Ecclesia [translated]
"...I am here with my wife. We live in the eastern part of Poland, close
to the Ukraine. We are very happy and thankful to the heavenly
Father for the privilege to visit this nice group
of brethren. We bring you warm greetings from
your brethren in Poland—mainly from our
home ecclesia in Przychojec. Greetings also
from my son, as well as Br. Koach—who is not
well— and love from the ecclesia in L' viv and
Br. Vocheski, with whom I spoke recently.
Also, greetings from brethren in
Czechoslovakia. There is only one family in
that country. My wife and I visited them recently and they wanted
to be remembered to you, along with Br. and Sr. Gruhn from France.
"I wanted to express my great joy and appreciation for being here.
I meta lot of friends I know, mainly from the International Convention.
I rejoice that we have one faith, one Truth and Jesus Christ, which
brings us together. I enjoy singing the hymns with you—enjoying
the same music even though in a different language. I know we have
this common language of love that we can communicate. You will be
in my prayers and I ask that we will be in yours as well, as we all need

Testimonies at Metro Detroit, MI May 1, 2
51 Years in August
Sr. Erna Elias, Jackson (MI) Bible Students
"...I appreciate so much all the encouragements you have given to
Br. Wally and me these last few years. I also appreciated the lesson
this morning about the precious promises. The Lord is not dealing
with us in the flesh but for the development of the new creature.
It will be 51 years in August since Br. Edgar [Buckley] and I
symbolized our consecrations together. It is wonderful to still see all
your dear faces and to have this privilege of fellowship with you. All
of you are very dear to my heart. I wanted you to know that your
expressions and your encouragements have been uplifting. This
brings to mind Romans 5:3 5: 'And not only [so], but we glory in
-

tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And
patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not
ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. ' That is one of the reasons we

go through all our experiences. We know they will help make us
meet for our coming work. It is my desire to be faithful I thank my
God upon every remembrance of you. May we finish our course with
joy."
All of a Sudden!
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest Indiana Bible Students
"...We would feel remiss if we did not thank the Lord for all his
blessings towards us. Last year we missed this convention because
of my knee operation from which, we are progressing well. We thank
the Lord for the many ways he supplies our needs as we walk this
narrow way.
"I would like to relate some of the happy experiences we have had
in our class recently. It was a year ago that a sister attending our
meetings expressed her desire to be immersed. She [Sr. Nancy
Kleppe] witnessed to her neighbor [Sr. Lois Talley see New Brethren] and the Truth was very appealing to her also. She too has been
attending our meetings regularly—participating and asking questions. She recently expressed her heartfelt relationship to the Lord
and the brethren and asked to be immersed. Additionally, we have
another new member who has been coming to our meetings through
a referral from the Oakland County Bible Students. His work schedule
deprives him of meeting with us regularly. He is very well acquainted
with the Bible and accepts the Bible truths that we appreciate. It seems
like, in the past few years, we have had many public witness efforts—
with no results. So, our class has been somewhat dormant and now,
all of a sudden, three new ones. We are thankful for the opportunities
and blessings. Whenever some new ones come in, it revives your
interest and through their questions, stirs up your memory and all
receive a blessing from going over the Truth. May the Lord bless and
help you remain faithful."
See Brethren page 6
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Opportunities for Study, for Witnessing
Sr. Anna May Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"...I bring you the special love of Br. Jonathan and Sr. Marianne
Fiorello and Sr. Joy Thompson, our daughter, from Montana. They
have been joining our class studies on
Sundays through a speaker system and a twoline telephone through which they
participate...It is a wonderful blessing for us
because it brings us closer and we very much
appreciate their thoughts.
"I wanted to share an experience we had a
couple of weeks ago. Br. Art Montanu from our
class lost his mother. She was Catholic, as is her
entire family, except for Br. Art. However, because of a telephone
conversation with one of the members of our class, Br. Art was
encouraged to approach the family. Since they are not practicing
Catholics, why not let a Bible Student have the funeral service? Most
of the family agreed. It was a private service and Br. Rick Suraci was
asked to serve. One thing that impressed me was when Br. Rick was
talking about the Plan, he said that when you feel you have gotten
`to the end of your rope,' you need too 'tie a knot and hang on.' He
then proceeded to tell how to tie that knot by referring to the
Scriptures. Br. Art has two brothers and one sister and they were all
present. His sister Audrey, is dying of cancer but she mustered up
the strength to come. When Br. Rick spoke about the promises, he
had a special promise for each member of the family, which he not
only read but also had typed out and gave to each of them... I was so
touched with the circumstances...How many times the Lord provides
opportunities that we could not even imagine...."
Grateful for the Truth
Sr. Judy Csutor, Clinton (CT) Ecclesia
"...I am very grateful to have the Truth, to know that God has a plan
for all mankind. To me it has always been overwhelming, from the
beginning of the Bible to the end of it. I have
had the opportunity over the years to study
with others but I have recently not had that
privilege. Although I have my trials, I still have
the Lord. No matter what could or may happen,
the Lord is my strength. If we did not have the
examples of all those in the Bible, Br. Russell
and the brethren who have studied this plan—
we would have nothing. I am grateful for the
prayers of the brethren and for the precious promises to hold onto and
read. I keep you all in prayer..."
"It will continue until..."
Br. Dan Anas, Detroit (MI) Ecclesia
"...One of the things that is always special to me about getting
together with the Lord's people is remembering the ones who are no
longer here. I am thinking especially of Br. Bielecki—a dearly beloved
brother of your class—who I was privileged to know for many years.
Whenever we met, he always reminded me of my father, which was
very special to me.
"We have just lost a dear sister [Sr. Genevieve Dargurz] in our
class. We realize this is the way it has been for 2,000 years and it will
continue until the Church is complete. I was thinking of how the
sufferings, going on in the world now and all the misery, that is out
there, seem closer to home. We are seeing more pain in this country
than we have seen in some time. The nagging question so many have
on their minds is, 'If there is a God and he is loving , why is he
permitting all these things?' We are blessed with the answer and it
is our privilege and responsibility to share this good news, the
message of hope and comfort, with those who are sorrowing now and

to assure them that the morning is at hand when all these things will
be history. I appreciate the fellowship and love of the brethren..."
Testimonies at Hartford, CT May 2
New Ecclesias in Africa
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County (MI) Bible Students
"...I have two photographs which just came from Nigeria. They have
two new ecclesias. One is the Ohoba Bible Students Ecclesia and the
other is the Obile Bible Students Ecclesia. It
looks like there are about 20-25 adults in each
with a lot of children. I am not sure how many
are consecrated. We are waiting on a follow-up
report from Br. Egbu. He has been a faithful
pilgrim, following-up on many leads. We really
appreciated that this seems to be the work of the
Nigerian brethren themselves. It is great when
brethren from America, Canada, and elsewhere go and serve...But we
especially appreciate it when we see the Nigerian brethren taking the
initiative and sharing in these Harvest experiences.
"Br. Egbu also e-mailed a photograph from a Pre-Memorial Convention in Agwa, Nigeria, which had 202 in attendance. This, again,
was all the Nigerian brethren's effort. Agwa is a new ecclesia of
around four or five years...We know the brethren pray for all these
different activities, so I wanted to share an update."
/h.

Fighting the World, the Flesh and the Devil
Sr. Tricia Suraci, New Haven (CT) Class
"...I want to say I appreciate the struggle of faith the brethren all over
the world are keeping. Daily we work to fight the world, the flesh and
the devil. Fighting for what the Lord has given us... I am amazed at
those who go abroad to witness. I can probably, clearly, say that I
will never do that but I am amazed at those who do. I appreciate the
different parts of the body and their efforts to serve the Lord. Each of
us has a part to play—some big, some small. That is what we are
responsible for, to be an encouragement to those who serve in
different ways. I pray I can be faithful to whatever my part is because
as life goes on—it changes...It is such a privilege to be a part of the
body of Christ. I am thankful that he called me, that I accepted and
that I can walk with my Lord and each of you."
A Witness at Grandson's Funeral
Br. Andy Bouchard, Hartford (CT) Bible Students
"...I want to thank each of you for your cards of sympathy regarding
our grandson that passed away unexpectedly. I also want to thank
my stepdaughter for asking Br. Dan Slivinsky to
have the service for her son. It was a good
witness. Even though she has not been in the
Truth very long, she realized the message of
Truth she received in her upbringing was better
than anything else on this earth... It has been a
hard experience. Even though you know the
Truth, you still have ties with your
grandchildren...still, it is a lot easier when you have the brethren
praying for you and giving you encouragement in this narrow way. I
thank you again."
Testimonies at Puget Sound, WA May 30
One-Room Schoolhouse of Christ
Sr. Judy Garrison, Salem (OR) Bible Students
"...I am happy to be here and thankful to the class for all the provisions
from the Lord. Many of the brethren know that the Salem class meets
at a preschool called the Little Red Schoolhouse. It is one room, red
and little. We have to take risers for the tables to bring the tables to

the right height for adults and we bring our own chairs. It is just like
the school of Christ. There are all levels of maturity in this
schoolhouse. Now, I'm speaking on a higher level of the whole
Church this side of the veil. We are all in the same schoolhouse
learning about God's plan, but we are on different learning levels. Sr.
Kelly Jo says that she is just a first grader. Well, we have other first
graders in the room too. The wonderful thing about it is that
regardless if we are first graders or fifth graders or nearly graduated,
we are all trying to help one another and we are all heading toward the
same goal... Unlike the world where they want to push the next guy
down so they can go higher, we are reaching over and pulling the next
guy up and getting pulled up ourselves by saying reach higher, do
better, run faster, be stronger, be faithful.
"So, I would like to raise my voice in praise and thanksgiving that
the Lord has helped me at this convention. I feel like this is an 'Atkins'
convention, because it is pure meat. It has been wonderful. I love each
one of you and I feel like you are my family—my spiritual loved
ones..."
On My Knees
Sr. Kelly Jo Schehr, Salem (OR) Bible Students
"...I am from the ecclesia of the Salem Bible Students where I have
been going for about a month. I am learning to pray for the saints and
many other things. At night, when I get down
on my knees, I see them sitting around the
circle. I think of each of their faces and I pray
for them... Now that I have met so many
wonderful people this weekend, I thought
`what am I going to do now? I will be down on
my knees for hours thinking of all your faces...'
I am so grateful to have experienced the love
here...

"There was a time in my life when I knew about the Truth only at
the level of the First Volume... I had been baptized in a Baptist Church
at one point because I had started reading the Bible as an adult and
just felt a need to. Then my life and behavior went downhill. One night,
being brokenhearted and in a state of confusion, I thought I had
brought myself to the second death. I thought, 'Lord, it doesn't
matter what happens to me because I know you have a plan. I am so
glad to know that you have it all worked out.' That is how I feel today.
I am at such a young level of learning the Truth but all I have to do, is
one day at a time... I am grateful and overwhelmed beyond words
to have the opportunity to run for something so magnificent in God's
Plan..."
My Journey in Finding the Truth
Br. Brad Lamer, Wenatchee (WA) Bible Students
"...I want to share how I came to be here and a little bit about my

journey. I can remember, since I was a toddler, loving the Lord and
standing in front of the Methodist Church singing a solo at five years
of age— 'The Old Rugged Cross.'... As time went on I asked many
questions and received evasive answers. For instance, one of the
questions dealt with, 'what about people who have never heard of
Jesus, when they die, what happens to them? I received answers like,
`I'm sure they are going to heaven anyway."Yes, but where is it
scripturally?' Things did not come together or make sense. I was
troubled, discouraged and searching. I went through several
denominations. The Pastor mentions in Volume One, that people
often visit many denominations seeking the Truth and pick up a bit
here and there—that is what I did...In 1987, when I was totally broken,
I said, 'God, I know you have something for me but I do not know what.
Whatever it is lead me and I will follow.' That was the beginning of
a deeper walk...
"I found the Bible Students when I opened up a Bible —that I had
not looked at for a number of years—and there was a tract inside
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having to do with hell, backed up scripturally. I do not know where
I got it but it was stamped with a couple of different Bible Students
ecclesias—one in San Diego. I thought, 'This makes sense.' That was
a turning point for me. These things that I knew in my heart for a long
time I now am able to look at the Scriptures and make sense of . Not
only make sense of them with bits and pieces but consistently from
the beginning to the end. Wow, I had to find out more. Through our
world of computers and information I was able to find out. I was put
in touch with an ecclesia that was close to where I live in Moses Lake,
which was Wenatchee. Things then happened rather quickly. I knew
that I had found a compilation of the Truth and I wanted to go through
the First Volume completely before I made the decision to consecrate.
That is how I got here.
"I want to share one more thing with you. When we read from
Revelation 11:15-18, about the seventh angel sounding... and talked
about the seventh messenger, I was following along in J.B. Rotherham's
Emphasized New Testament (passed to me through the books from
Sr. Ginger Brann). That passage reads And the seventh messenger
sounded...' I went to Strong's and looked up the word for angel out
of the New Testament (Strong's #32) is 'messenger' by implication
a 'pastor.' Not being around long, this was a big 'A ha' for me... I
wanted to share that with you."
At the Right Moment
Br. Robert Bennett, Southwest (AZ) Bible Students

"...I would like to add to Sr. Judy's thoughts. I can attest to the love
and help that we get from the brethren. It seems like the Lord
orchestrates it. There have been countless times when we have been
down and felt isolated, lonely, rejected, depressed and —out of the
blue— we get a phone call for no particular reason, always coming
at the right moment. Then everything that was before, is gone. It does
not matter anymore because we have talked to the brethren and they
have lifted us up... One thing that happened, when we first started
out in this narrow way, we tried to tell our old set of friends and quickly
learn that they are going to turn away from us. We go through this
thing of feeling lonely because we have lost our friends. Yes, maybe,
but you have gained a whole lot more. They are deeper and truer
friends than you ever had before in your life! Thank you."
Burdens Opportunities to be Molded
Br. Richard Stewart, North Seattle and Puget Sound (WA) Bible
—

Students
"...We are indeed thankful for the overruling providence of the Lord
and the content and benefits obtained at this convention... We are
retired now, facing the decisions and the
upcoming of breaking our local ties by leaving
this area to stretch our retirement dollars and be
prudent as we might. It is painful in a sense,
because we have been close to many of you.
We know that we are not breaking the tie that
binds us. That tie will continue not only here,
on this side of the veil, but on the other side...
It is a new set of experiences and opportunities to serve the Lord and
be further matured by his guidance. It brings thoughts of the
schoolhouse. I am sure that each of us as students, or as parents of
students in the school systems, have realized that there are some
good teachers and some that did not help our children much and
brought about difficult experiences and so forth. The advantage of
a one-room schoolhouse is there is only one headmaster. If we had
to choose a headmaster could we find a better one than our Lord? Here
is one that has experienced the very things that we are going to
experience. He also has a longtime experience with our Father. He
knows how to please him and how to develop us so that we can be
pleasing to him and be images of him... "0
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nect electronically to an appropriate page on
your website. The key is to have as many
searchers as possible view your advertisement without everyone having to select it.
This is important because you want only
interested people clicking on the link, which
results in a five-cent charge. Therefore, you
must create your text advertisement to be like
a filter that will only invite those who are truly
interested in what you are offering. For example, if you are offering a free booklet online or by mail, you must be concise in your
explanation because you want them to fully
understand the offer before selecting, which
will save money in the long run.
With occasional exceptions, recent public
witnessing in the U.S. has yielded a low return
for the amount of money spent. For example,
if an ecclesia spends $1,000 towards a newspaper advertisement, there may be only 10-20
responses. The cost of gaining these responses
runs $50-100 per response. Incredibly, this
new method of Internet advertising can bring
that cost down to five responses for every
dollar spent. If one measures only the dollar
cost factor, this new method could be 200 to
500 times more effective. This cost calculation was measured by the Central Ohio
Ecclesia beginning with its "keyword" advertising campaign for their website in late January. In the first ten days, there were approximately 250 requests for the booklet, "How to
Study the Bible and Have It Make Sense."
People submitted their full names and addresses and most included an e-mail address
as well. In February, the requests were just
over 700, with March rising slightly to 845.
The Ecclesia adjusted its advertising campaign, increased the budget and the responses
increased to over 1,800 in April and 2,300 in
May. June will bring an approximated 3,000
responses, based on the first week's activity.
The secondary offer of a free The Divine Plan
of the Ages magazine is also available as a
follow-up on the website and has yielded 700
requests since March.
Due to an overwhelming response from
this method of witnessing —using websites on
the Internet—the Ecclesia recently ordered
20,000 booklets of "How to Study the Bible
and Have It Make Sense" to keep up with
anticipated request.
Additionally, the website has brought in
about 400 questions and/or comments from
users, which has offered increased opportunities, for the brethren in the Ecclesia, to answer
questions and continue dialogue with the
public. The Ecclesia is developing a system
that involves every ecclesia member in the
process of filling the requests. Envelopes
with supplies for stuffmg and labeling are
distributed in batches of 200 to the class
members and they stuff, label and return the
boxes of 200 ready to mail.

copy, from a remote computer to their computer electronically, The Divine Plan of the
Ages at no cost. In addition, those that could
not download Volume One could make a
further request to have a hardcopy magazine
version of the book mailed to them. This
provided an increased opportunity for ecclesia members to communicate directly, via email to those requesting and to provide the
service of handling the postal requirements.
Today, the Ecclesia manages a list of
around 100 "keywords" that can be typed
into the Google search engine. The Ecclesia
advertisement is displayed whenever someone types in one of the purchased keywords—all of which pertain to Christian subject matter. The Internet user then has the
opportunity to open the advertisement to
investigate further or to bypass it entirely.
There is no cost if the Internet user bypasses
the advertisement and only a five-cent charge
if they click on it. Our results from February
29 through May 24 are as follows:
♦ Total cost for twelve weeks,
$408.26.
♦ Total people who typed in a
purchased keyword and viewed the
■ The Associated Bible Students of
advertisement, 678,081.
Metropolitan Detroit Ecclesia report: We
currently
advertise using
the Google key
word advertising
campaign on the
he Price of our Redemption
Google search
engine, which has
opened up many
wonderful witness
opportunities with
individuals
around the world.
This effort began as a result of a
proposal by brethren to pass out flyMel Gibson's portrayal of the fmal hours of Jesus' life has sparked keen
interest in the grim nature of our Lord's death. His willingness to suffer such
ers using the Chiinhumane treatment has defined the meaning of sacrificial love.
cago Ecclesia's
"Passion of the
The Bible teaches that both his death and suffering were necessary to satisfy
Christ" flyer dethe legal requirements of God's justice. The Bible describes his death as a
sign. During the
"RANSOM FOR ALL" (1 Timothy 2:6). All mankind have suffered the
discussion, one of consequences of Adam's first sin. By offering himself as a ransom for Adam,
Jesus provided the purchase price to redeem our race out of death (1 Corinthians
the brethren pro15:21-26).
posed a parallel effort to pass out
The Bible also speaks of the "TIMES OF RESTITUTION." (Acts 3:21) The
"electronic-flyers"
payment of the ransom price by Jesus has guaranteed that "Restitution" will
become a reality. It will mean the resurrection of ALL the dead in a two-part
using the Google
kingdom, one in heaven and one on earth. That is the purpose behind the
advertising campassion of Jesus Christ. (John 5:28, 29)
paign. The class
supported the efWe invite you to send for the free book entitled "The Divine Plan of the
fort and a webAges." Learn more about the reasons behind Jesus' suffering and death and
based campaign
the kingdom he will establish.
was generated.
The campaign ofAskfor"The Divine Plan Book"
fered web users the
Metropolitan Detroit Ecclesia Advertisement
ability to request
and download, or
See Key word page 13
For classes or individuals that may be
interested in trying this particular witness
effort, it should be noted that it is possible to
lose money with Internet advertising. It is
important to note that there is a specific methodology to making this advertising method
effective. The steps include: (1) Proper key
word selection; (2) Preparing advertisements
that filter unwanted visitors; (3) Preparing an
appropriate website page to present, offer and
gather personal information; (4) An efficient
system of tracking and filling requests; (5)
Continual testing and monitoring of the process; (6) Mailing domestic shipments by bulk
mail; (7) Offering international requests a
free download of the booklet by e-mail, if
possible, which saves on expensive overseas
postage; (8) Development of a good followup plan.
The Ecclesia has begun development of an
on-line follow-up correspondence course for
Volume One. Those who are interested in
completing the course will be able to complete their studies via an on-line testing tool
that automatically grades their responses.

The Passion

Deaths From page 3
22 who gathered. He is survived by his sister Reta Donnan (Belmont
Lodge, 34 Church St., Grovedale, Victoria 3216, Australia) and 20
nieces and nephews. His wife Gladys preceded him in death eight
years ago.
■Sr. Bessie Sennewald, age 99, finished her earthly course June 14.
She leaves her daughters Hazel Gamache (97 Windsorville Ave.,
South Windsor, CT 06074) and Gaye
and a son Roy, both of Maine. Unable
to attend the Agawam meetings the
last ten years, brethren visited her in
her assisted living apartment. Since
she was legally blind, the brethren
read the Volumes to her, completing
this three times in fifteen years. In
earlier days she was a Baptist, 7th Day
Adventist and Lutheran. Her burning
question was: If God loves you, why
would he permit someone to go to hell
fire and suffer? She heard the "Frank
and Ernest" radio program and
requested the booklet "God and
Reason." She was immersed into
Christ's death in 1967. Br. Dan Slivinsky delivered her final witness
June 17. Sr. Bessie wrote the following poem, which was read at her
funeral.
Lay Up Treasures in Heaven
Out of this life I never shall take
The things of silver and gold that I make.
All that I have cherished and hoarded away,
After I leave, they behind me must stay.
All I have acquired since the day of my birth
I now call it mine and value its worth
But all I have gathered I know I can not keep,
I must leave all behind when I have fallen asleep.
I wonder, dear Master, how much will I own,
When I give an account at the great judgment throne?
How much will you find, Lord, how much will you see
That can be called worthy and a credit to me?
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■Br. Francis Vavrin, age 92, of the Salem, OR ecclesia finished his
consecrated walk of 67 years May 20. The immediate cause of death
was pneumonia but he had suffered from Alzheimer's disease for over
ten years. His wife of 66 years Sr. Mary survives (Brookstone Care
Home, 5881 Woodside Dr., SE #16, Salem, OR 97306) although she,
also, is affected with Alzheimer' s. Br. Frank learned the Truth through
her and together they met with brethren in Oklahoma, Los Angeles,
Chicago and Salem. Br. Francis loved to tell the "old, old story" and
used every opportunity he could to share God's plan. Br. Lew
Garrison comforted 26 mourners May 22.
■Sr. Mary Harold, age 75, died April 3 after suffering six years with
pancreatic cancer. She was one of four brethren in the Rochester, NY
ecclesia. She learned the Truth from
her parents Br. Dionysious and Sr.
Constantina Maglaras who
emigrated from Greece Familiar with
Greek and a firm believer in the Lord's
parousia she would often remark on
its proper translation as presence. Sr.
Mary's outgoing, generous and
gentle disposition will be missed by
all, especially her husband Bob, of 50
years (39 BleileTerrace, Rochester,
NY14621); her children. Robert,
Mark, Dawn, Michael, James; 12
grandchildren and sisters: Srs.
Pauline Leeman, Vasilia Bellemeur,
and Ourania Marshman. Br. Allon
MacAlister conducted an April 7 service in Rochester with about 100
present and Br. Andrew Polychronis comforted 70 on April 17 in
Somersworth, NH.
■Sr. Helen Franklin, age 93, died May 28 after suffering from
diabetes, congestive heart failure and blood clots. She met with
brethren in California and San Luis Obispo, CA until she moved to
Nevada in the late nineties to be near her daughter. Her unwavering
faith was an example to her family. She is survived by her daughter
Joyce Remsen (2130 Avella Dr., Sparks, NV 89434); sons: William and
Richard; grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Her husband
William preceded her in death. Br. Tim Thomassen conducted the
memorial service June 6, for the 40 in attendance.

■13r. Nick Melnyk, age 78, of the North Saskatchewan Bible
Students died of heart failure March 21. For several years he
patiently endured the effects of a
severe stroke that left him with
limited speech. His parents Br.
Stefan and Sr. Ann, were dedicated
■Sr. Dorathea Stewart, age 91, of the Cincinnati Bible Students Bible Students, who taught him the
finished her earthly course March 23 plan of God and served the brethren
as a result of cancer.She learned the by having studies in their home. Br.
Truth from Br. Sanford Maple and met Nick consecrated his life to the Lord
with the brethren for 36 years. The in 1962, the same year he married.
funeral was in a United Christian His character was strong and quiet,
Church where her daughter except when it came to defense of the
Constance McBeth and family Truth.Br. Frank Boychuk delivered a
attend. Providentially, the minister heartfelt eulogy and Br. Walter
relinquished his time to give Br. Bill Hrechuk reviewed God's plan at his
Harp additional minutes to witness on memorial service April 24 to about
the two salvation. He opened with one hundred friends and family. His
the scripture on her memorial card, "I wife Sr. Connie (PO Box 335
wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait,
Wakaw, Saskatchewan SOK 4P0, Canada); sons: Norman and
and in his word do I hope." Psalms Douglas and seven grandchildren survive.
130:5
Will my works follow me when from labor I rest?
Will I have thy approval? Will my efforts be blest?
May I never, dear Master, regretfully find,
That all that I have worked for I have left far behind.

See Deaths page 15
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New Brethren in Christ
"In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

Sr. Kelly Jo Schehr, Salem Bible Students, OR, great-greatgranddaughter of Br. Elmer W. Schulz, a contemporary of Br. Russell,
received Sr.Eunice Liskey's Volumes after her death in 1998.

Immersions 2004
At Kumasi, Ghana January 27
Br. Antonio Anwing of the
Kumasi, Ghana Ecclesia
At Seattle, WA May 30
Br. Darrin Hankey, Puget
Sound Bible Students, WA,
son of Sr. Bertha Howell, third
generation to consecrate.

Proverbs 3:6

Br. Brad Lanier, Wenatchee Bible Students, WA, had Truth
literature in his possession for many years and recently came in
contact with the brethren through the Internet.

Br. Amoo on left immerses Br. Anwing

Left to Right: Br. Darrin Hankey, Sr. Kelly Jo Schehr, Br. Brad Lanier

At Wheeler, IN June 8
Sr. Lois Talley, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia, neighbor of Sr. Nancy
Kleppe.

Br. Eugene Burns on the left, who delivered the Baptismal
discourse, with Sr. Lois Talley and Br. Tom Machacek her
immerser.

Servin • Our Brethren
"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works..." Ephesians 2:10

Divine Plan on GSN
In 1991 the Divine Plan Program sponsored
by the Fort Worth Bible Students began
being televised over the Vision Cable
Network, which reaches all of Canada.
Starting Wednesday, June 30 the Divine
Plan Programwas aired on The Game Show
Network (GSN) and will be for approximately
three months. The time is 7:00 am Eastern,
6:00 am Central, 5:00 am Mountain and 4:00
am Pacific.It is very difficult to find cable
networks that will televise the Truth but
when the heavenly Father wishes for the
message to go forth, it surely will.
There is opportunity for each one desiring
to reach others with the message of Truth to
inform the meek that they can hear the message on the following stations in their areas.
Please check your listing for all local stations.
♦ U.S.A. Cable GSN. Wednesday
mornings 7:00am (et) 6:00am (ct)
5:00am (mt) 4:00am (pt)
♦ Mao, IL WJYS-62. Thursdays
♦

Evansville, IN WAZE. Thursdays
6:30am

♦
♦

Fort Worth TX Local Cable.
Fridays 6:3Opm, Saturdays 2:00pm,
Sundays 12:30am
da
i a%
XI Local Cable.

♦ qcgrcacsi s6c:86CamA KTSF-26.
♦
♦

San Antonio, TX Local Cable
San Diego, CA Local Cable
Wednesdays 6:30pm

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

USA (more local cable stations)
Colorado, Ft. Collins
Connecticut, Waterbury
Michigan, Oakland County
Virginia, Richmond, Comcast Cable
Channel 6, Fridays 5:00 pm

♦

Canada
National Vision Cable, (NVC)
Saturdays 8:30 am (at), 7:30 am (et),
6:30 am (ct), 5:30 am (mt), 4:30am
(pt).

New Ecclesias:
Ohoba Bible Students Ecclesia
Contact person: Br. Maurice E. Uzor
C/O Ohoba Postal Agency
Owerri Imo State, Nigeria
Obile Bible Students Ecclesia
Contact person: Br. Andrew Eluma.
Sub-Post Office Obile
Ohaji Owerri Imo State, Nigeria
Udung Uko Bible Students Ecclesia
Contact person: Br. Ante Esifa
P.O. Box 150
Oron Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria
Oron Bible Students Ecclesia
Contact person: Br. Idung Bassey
P.O. Box 140
Oron Akwa Ibom State, Nigeria
Abuja Bible Students Ecclesia
Contact person: Br. Anthony Olinya
G.P.O. Box 10863
Garki Abuja, Nigeria
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Harvest News
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven."

Matthew 5:16

Moldovan Travels
After spending 12 days in Siberia, Brs. Allen
Springer and Jerry Leslie traveled
approximately 30 hours to Moldova
arriving on May 26. Ed.

They write: We arrived at night to a joyous
welcome, followed by several days of
fellowship and meetings. We then traveled
to the north of Moldova for our last week and
stayed in the "Neagu Village" better known
as Ruseni. Different brethren served lunch
or dinner to us each day. We visited several
villages and attended a convention of about
100 brethren and presented For This Cause.
The showing gathered about 30 public.
There were many good questions, which
promoted discussion among the brethren
regarding various aspects and details of
Present Truth. We found the brethren to
have a deep love for the Harvest message
and a zeal and exuberance we have seldom
seen anywhere else. Brethren come and go
or drop in for meals or come in the night and
are found sleeping in the morning in various
places on living room floors or other rooms.
Before and after the meetings there is always
extended singing with all their might.
There were also quiet times, to just visit
with a few. One nice afternoon we showed
pictures and had special discussions with
some young adults and children in the Ruseni area. They are always curious and delighted with stories about their brethren from
other parts of the world. Most of the young
people speak some English and are always
pleased to help in translating.
In Moldova there are about 150 brethren
who understand the high calling and about
100 or so who do not. These classes are
separate. However, there seems to be good
and improving communication and dialogue.
Northern Moldova seems well founded.
Some will be traveling to Polinica for the

Moldovan welcoming committee

International Convention being held August

in Russia and other countries, than those

8-14 but not as many as in previous years. Six
sisters from Tulun, Siberia will be going and
Sr. Julia plans a stop in Moldova before
continuing to the convention.
There remains the ever-present physical
difficulties in Moldova with fuel. The price of
gasoline is rising, as it is in the States. Wood
is the most practical cooking and heating
fuel. But now, no one is allowed to cut the
trees, as all wood must be purchased and the
price has doubled. The same is true of coal
but wood must still be used to start the fire.
Winter is the most difficult time. Physical
ailments and injuries are not well attended to
by the doctors and home
remedies are most frequently used. Employment remains very slim
with more people working outside the country,

working in Moldova. Others live off the land
and make a peaceful livelihood close to God's
creation. This year there has been adequate
rain, so far, and the crops are OK. Last year
there was a drought and there was not enough
food for the animals. Br. Vova and Sr.
Mariana Boaca' s cow just had a calf yesterday, which was a special event.
Leaving Ruseni was a difficult experience.
Their love and sincerity is so intense and
true. Their part of the world is like a wonderful dream. When you leave, one is not sure
which is the real world—the one you left or
the one you are going to.0

Inside the hall during the presentation of For This Cause

Singing till midnight outside the Neagu home

For This Cause Shown in Russia
It had long been a desire of the brethren to
have the For This Cause video presentation
translated into Russian. This year that
desire, by the Lord's grace, became a
reality. The following report was submitted
by Brs. Jerry Leslie and Allen Springer. Ed.

In May and June of this year, Brs. Jerry
Leslie and Allen Springer traveled through
Ukraine, Russia, Moldova and Romania. Br.

Seattle, WA, U.S.A. made contact with a
Russian recording studio and Br. Bob Gray
assisted by crosschecking with Russian
speaking brethren for accuracy. Digital Video
Disk (DVD) versions were produced, which
could be shown using a laptop computer and
projector.
A projector was procured with high quality features and our Lord saw that all the

Left to Right: Sr. Nadia from Kwitok; Srs. Valea, Zenia, Julia and Tamara from Tulun with Sr.
Lida and Br. Roland from Moldova and Sr. Stepanida from Tulun.

Roland Osipov of Moldova joined them as
an English/Russian translator and journal
recorder. In Moscow, they were joined by
Sr. Lida Ciban of Moldova. She is an important resource and connection for the sisters
in Siberia.
Many hands and hearts participated in

equipment made it through the Ukraine,
Moscow, Irkutsk and finally to Tulun, Siberia. In the Ukraine, Br. Andriy Lajbida
created a long sound cable for the Russian
amplifier and collaborated with Sr. Zoriana
to produce 150 posters to advertise the program, which also had to be transported. The
sisters in Tulun arranged to run
a local TV advertisement for the
program and were eager to put
the posters up around town.
Upon our arrival in Tulun we
scheduled a few days for catch
up, meetings and fellowship. We
also went to Kwitok to meet with
an interesting group of about 4050. We showed them the Russian version of For This Cause.
Some of them are reading the
new Russian Volume One and Sr.
Nadia returned to Tulun with us
for two extra days of discussions
and questions.
Public at the book table after the presentation
The day before the public prothe Russian production. Sr. Zoriana Bojczuk gram we ran a dry run test of the equipment
began by translating the English text to Rus- at the theater and all went well. We discussed
sian. Br. Richard and Sr. Irena Gawronski of at length how to introduce the program. It

was decided it would not be best to have an
English introduction, even with translation.
Br. Roland was the only brother who could
speak Russian. Though young and not an
elder, he agreed to try. We gave him a short
opening and closing script, which he memorized. He borrowed a white shirt from Br.
Allen, a tie from Br. Jerry and a very nice dress
jacket that Sr. Julia Shilyaeva had arranged
for him to borrow from a neighbor. He looked
very professional when all came together.
Having just visited Kwitok, where we met
a brother who had recorded fine Russian
music along with nature scenes— which he
offered us—it was decided to make use of
this overruling, as background music, for the
public event as they entered. Arriving at the
theater we prayed for our Lord's blessing.
Initially, only a few people trickled in. Then
as the final hour arrived more entered the
auditorium. We continued the background
music for another ten minutes. Our estimate
is that about 70-75 public were present. However, viewing their exit, it seemed as though
there might have been close to 100 with
children. The population of Tulun is about
50-60,000.
The sisters set up a literature table just
outside the door and monitored it. Quite a few
people asked for literature. The brethren had
brought bags of Volumes, extracts of the
Kingdom chapter from Volume One, the "Little
Child" tract, the Spiritism Book translated
from Br. Russell's work and various other
materials.
We have not tabulated the exact figures

Br. Jerry Leslie and Sr. Julia

yet but more than 10-15 Volumes and many
booklets and tracts were distributed. The film
and the literature all carried the local post
office box. Some addresses were gathered
but the number of people at the book table
was too large and it was not possible to get
the addresses of all who might have been
willing.
The sisters in Tulun are especially exuberant from this witnessing opportunity. Parting from brethren that we see so rarely is
always a difficulty. Tears are always in abundance. This is how we felt leaving Siberia. ❑

Key word From page 8
♦ People who opened the
advertisement, 8,131.
♦ People who have requested and/
or downloaded The Divine Plan of the
Ages, 2,273. Averaging 18 cents per
request.
♦ People who requested additional
information is approximately 70
percent.
♦ People who have requested hard
copies to be sent to them, 120.
The largest volume day that the advertisement was viewed was March 11, the day
Spain's commuter train was bombed. Over
100 requests for The Divine Plan of the Ages
have been received.

The analogy we are using is: We passed
out 678,081 tracts, out of those, 8,131 people
opened the tract. Then out of the 8,131 who
hopefully read the tract, 2,273 people sent for
the literature that was offered. We later added
a box for the public to click if they wanted to
have additional literature sent to them.
■The Fort Worth Ecclesia began a similar
keyword advertising campaign featuring The
Divine Plan of the Ages magazine this spring
and have received over 1,500 requests in the
first two months.
■The Bible Students Retirement Center in
Oregon will be starting a campaign this

13
summer featuring the booklet,
"Armageddon, then World Peace." This will
allow brethren at the retirement center to fill
requests as part of their on-going witness
activity.
This new witness tool is a great blessing from
the Lord but it is obvious that some technical
knowledge is a prerequisite to effectively
witnessing in cyberspace.
Matt 24:14 And this good news of the
kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the
world, as a testimony to all the nations; and
then the end will come. NRSV ❑

Christians View Israel in Prophecy
Three hours after the Hope (IN) Convention
ended June 6, the Ecclesia offered a public
showing of the video Israel Fulfilling Bible
Prophecy- God's Peace Plan for the Middle
East," presented by Br. Ken Rawson.

A quarter page advertisement ran for three
days in two papers drawing 40 public to the
showing. Each of the brethren had an opportunity for personal witness following the
presentation while refreshments were served.
Fifteen booklets were requested and two
people asked for showings in their churches.
A few days later, Sr. Rebekah Chastain received a call requesting a copy of the video
on the recommendation of a friend who saw
it and remarked, "It was 100 percent scriptural." All are rejoicing in the Lord's overruling and the wonderful opportunity provided.
Br. Ken closed the presentation asking all to
use their influence with the public, at work
and home on behalf of Israel's land rights.

Br. Ken Rawson presents Israel Fulfilling Bible Prophecy — God's Peace Plan for the Middle East

New Ecclesias Formed in Nigeria
The following report of travels was
submitted by Br. Cajetan Egbu of the
Ecclesia of Nigeria Bible Students. Ed.

My recent trips were to the new ecclesias
in Agwa, Ohoba and Obile. [See Serving the
Brethren] during the period of May 13 to 20
and I returned to Ibadan on May 21. Our new
brethren are very zealous but require encouragement. They wanted me to stay for more
days but duties did not permit me.
In Kaduna there are brethren that are
using The Studies in the Scriptures. I came
in contact with them through Br. David Wilmott and I have been communicating with
them via e-mail and telephone but have yet to
see them in person. Also, there is a group at

Kano and I hope to be there in due time.
When I come back from the North, I will
visit a group at Osun State who are also
studying the Volumes. Br. David Rice sent
the name and address of the person to contact. There are other areas of growing interest like Ondo, Sokoto, Edo and other parts of
Imo State and Delta. Communications have
opened with friends of the Truth from some
other African countries as well, particularly
Zambia, and Tanzania. As new interests in
the Truth increase, the work of the Harvest
increases. The field is wide while the true
reapers are few.
We continue to encourage, sustain and
make adequate contact to support the work

of this Harvest. The needs of the new ecclesias, and the brethren in general, in Nigeria
are many and include: Bibles, hymn books
and recorded hymns on audio cassette, Daily
Heavenly Manna and Songs in the Night,
Sets of The Studies in the Scriptures, a set of
Reprints for each class, What Pastor Russell
Said, Expanded Biblical Comments, The
People of the Bible, God's Promises Come
True, concordances and other scriptural

books, booklets and tracts, 3 x 5 feet Charts
of the Ages and Tabernacles. These and
other needs are being met, as the Lord arranges, through the generosity of the
friends. 0
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World News Briefs
■Twenty-three Asian nations signed a
treaty to create a modern version of the
ancient Silk Road. Plans for the Asian
Highway will create an 87,500-mile web of
highways and ferry routes that would link
Tokyo with Turkey and connect seven
landlocked countries with the rest of Asia.
Even as telecommunications links draw the
world ever closer, the deserts, mountain
ranges and impassable jungles of Asia mean
that many still live in relative isolation.
Associated Press — April 26, 2004
■The first Arab Summit to focus on
democratic reforms ended contentiously,
when the host country Tunisia insisted the
event be postponed indefinitely because the
differences among the nations was too large.
Summit leaders were expected to approve a
common response to the "Greater Middle
East Initiative" promoted by the Bush
administration to encourage freedom and
human rights throughout the region. NY
Times — March 28, 2004
MA San Francisco scientist has succeeded
in lengthening the lifespan of a nematode by
as much as six times. Cynthia Kenyon
believes that genetic manipulation is the key
to dramatically increasing the human

lifespan and operates a company to treat agerelated diseases and to slow down the
process of aging. At least six biotech
startups now target the "fountain-of-youth"
market. Smithsonian — March, 2004

Palestinian Authority. If the demands were
not met by June 15, Arafat would lose the
protection of Egypt and the U.S. and be left
"in the hands of Ariel Sharon." Jerusalem
Post —May 31, 2004

■In the second half of the 20 th century the
world became a darker place. The amount of
sunshine reaching the surface of the earth
dropped as much as ten percent from the late
1950s to the 1990s. Scientists believe that air
pollution causes some sunlight to be
reflected before it reaches the earth but do
not fully understand the phenomenon. NY
Times — May 16, 2004

■Anthropologists are restudying the idea
that war is a recent development in human
history. Experts argue whether warfare goes
back to the dawn of humanity or whether at
some point in time people were peaceful and
then became warlike. U.S. News and World
Report — April 26, 2004

■ Scientists have discovered bacteria
swarming in toxic sediment contaminated by
radioactive waste. More than 100 species of
bacteria have been found, which raises
hopes that bacteria may be useful one day in
cleaning up toxic environments. Associated
Press — May 30, 2004
■In an effort to restart peace talks, Egypt
recently delivered an ultimatum to Yasser
Arafat to combine all Palestinian security
forces, give PA prime minister Ahmed Qurei
complete authority to negotiate with Israel,
and to step down and let others lead the

■Russia, already the world's largest oil
producer, plans to crank up its output to 11
million barrels a day in the next five years.
Despite strong demand in the growing
economies of China and India, oil output is
increasing and may outpace world demand.
Los Angeles Times — May 30, 2004
■The U.S. congress will investigate the UN
role in the Iraq oil-for-food program that
permitted Saddam Hussein to sell oil for food
and medicine for the Iraqi people. An Iraqi
newspaper has exposed UN, French, and
Russian complicity in misusing the program
to enrich politicians and companies at the
expense of the Iraqi people. U.S. News and
World Report — April 26, 2004. ❑

Religion in the News
■At the Trinity Institute's 35th National
Conference experts addressed the question:
"Why is there evil, suffering and adversity in
the world?" UN Secretary-General Annan
and Christian and Muslim scholars found
answers difficult to come by but hope that
interfaith dialogue will help the
contemporary world "name evil" and
perhaps act on it. ENI— May 12, 2004

portion that encourages teachers to use
religion to endorse evolution. Critics argue
that federal funding for the project should
not have been used to promote theology.
One sponsor of the site once advocated that
schools send biology students to interview
local ministers to show that most clergy
believe evolution is OK. Agape Press —
April 8, 2004

■Three Chinese house church leaders are
reviving an 80-year-old vision to take the
gospel from China to Jerusalem - a region that
comprises 90 percent of the world's
unreached people. The campaign seeks to
mobilize 100,000 Chinese missionaries who
are willing to die to evangelize the estimated
2 billion people living in the area. Chinese
missionaries will face opposition in these
regions but believe the persecution they
have already endured was a training ground
that leaves them equipped to take the Gospel
through these territories. Charisma News
Service — March 2, 2004

■The Passion of Christ is a surprise hit in the
Arab world, among both Muslims and
Christians, who have different reasons for
viewing the controversial movie. While
Christian Arabs, including Palestinians, are
examining questions of faith, many Muslims
appear to be interested because of an
upsurge in hatred against Jews sweeping
across the Middle East. ENI— Apri123, 2004

MA half-million dollar website created to
teach the theory of evolution includes a

■ A growing number of churches
nationwide are holding contemporary
worship services and using modern
technology Ellison Research study found
that the use of video clips and graphic
presentations such as PowerPoint increased
the most. The use of Christian rock, pop,

country music, drama skits, and praise
choruses also increased by more than fifty
percent in U.S. church services since 1999.
Charisma News Service — March 25, 2004

■ The German Catholic Church plans to
introduce "psychological tests" to ensure
that only suitable candidates can train to
become priests. "Seminarians are children of
their times - many come from broken families,
while others are applying for the priesthood
later in life," said Peter Klasvogt. "it would be
better for candidates if they could receive
help and counseling, rather than being
forced to withdraw." ENI— March 26, 2004
'More than a third of all Americans who
connect to the Internet have used it to access
religious and spiritual information, a recent
Pew Research study shows. The number of
"religion surfers" almost doubled in number
from 18 million to 35 million between March
2000 and November 2002. The growth
appears to be only slightly linked to the
September 11, 2001 attack on the United
States. Agape Press — March 13, 2004 ❑

15

Conventions
"Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, [and] I will praise the LORD:"

July 21-25 Greencastle, IN. Indiana-Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesias' Convention. DePauw University, Greencastle, IN.
Convention registration and information contact: Todd Alexander,
5463 Eaglesnest Dr., Westerville, OH 43081. Phone: (614) 8911181, Cell Phone: (614) 519-8282. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com

Psalms 118:19

October 9 10 San Antonio, TX. San Antonio Bible Students Annual.
Five speakers. Programs and information are available from the
Secretary: Sr. Jackie Lancaster, PO Box 13155, San Antonio, TX
78213-0155. Phone: (830) 995-3462. E-mail: corlan@stic.net
-

October 11 17 Bedford, TX. Fort Worth Bible Students Convention.
Super 8 Motel, 1800 Airport Freeway, Bedford, TX. (Near D/FW
Airport) Special room rates for seven nights. Studies, Discourses,
and Testimony Meetings. For programs/reservations contact: Br.
David Wilmott, PO Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (682)
518-8933. E-mail: wilmott@juno.com
-

August 27-29 Portland, OR. Portland Area Bible Students Study
Convention: "Right Habits of Thought" (R4826) and "David as a
picture of our Lord." Collins Retreat, Sandy, OR. Six speakers.
Accommodations contact: Sr. Sharon Leslie, 10034 SW 52nd Ave.,
Portland, OR 97219. Phone: (503)246-6094. E-mail:
nwgrami@comcast.net

October 29 31 Connellsville, PA. Connellsville Bible Students
Convention. Penn State University, Fayette Campus, Connellsville,
PA. Five speakers. For information contact the Secretary: Sr. Judy
Cramer, 324 Town Country Road, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone:
(724) 677-4633. E-mail: Cramer1874@aol.com
-

September 3-5 Sunnyvale, CA. Antioch Bible Students Labor Day
Convention. "Conquering the Spirit of Fear." Ramada Inn of Silicon
Valley. For accommodations contact: Br. Robert Long, 5987 Kylench
Ct., Citrus Heights, CA 95621. Phone: (916) 727-6308. E-mail:
robcarolllong@comcast.net

November 25 28 Hudson, OIL Akron Bible Students Ecclesia
Annual. Holiday Inn, Hudson, OH. For information contact: Violet
Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330) 882-3309.
E-mail: Joanne Klich: jklich@infionline.net
-

September 4, 5 Glen Ellyn, IL. West Suburban Bible Students,
Labor Day Convention. Super 8 Motel, Park Blvd., and Roosevelt
Rd., Glen Ellyn, IL. Six speakers. Accommodations Coordinator:
Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181.
Phone : (630) 833-7110.

December 4 Onireke, Ibadan, Nigeria. Ecclesia of Nigeria Bible
Students Annual Thanksgiving Convention. Obatej (IVES) Schools,
September 25, 26 Piqua, OH. Miami Valley Bible Students Annual. Nursery and Primary, No. 4 Oba Akenzua Crescent, Onireke, Ibadan,
Upper Valley JVS, 811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH 45356. For information Oyo State, Nigeria. For information contact: Cajetan 0. Egbu, No.
contact the Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 1766 Simes Road, Sidney, 2 Darlington St., Mokola, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. E-mail:
OH 45365. Phone (937) 492-8610. E-mail: peddemors @erinet.com egbucajetan@yahoo.com
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his
reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Deaths From page 9
NISI% Gerry Jurd of the Los Angeles ecclesia ended her struggle with
cancer June 4 after 83 years of life. She learned the Truth through her
mother and sister and consecrated in 1949. The tremendous amount of
cards she received impressed the hospital staff, so she used the
opportunity to explain how our Truth family extends worldwide. Br.
Michael Nekora had the memorial service June 13. She is survived by
her daughter Sr. Nancy Kerry (1106 E. Navilla Pl, Covina, CA 91724,
e-mail: nkerry@citrus.cc.ca.us); grandsons: Jason and Br. Matthew
Kerry; sisters: Srs. Maria Reider and Edith Moreland. Her husband
Br. Russell died in 1988.

■ Sr. Flossie Shumaker, age 93, of the Chicago Bible Students
finished her earthly course on April 28 after living the last four-anda-half years in a nursing home. She had studied with the Jehovah
Witnesses for about ten years but the Truth did not open up, in all

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the
truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows
and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High
Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sinoffering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 1874
(Acts 3:19-21).

its beauty, until she heard the "Frank
and Earnest" radio program. Then she
shared the Truth with her daughter Sr.
Donna. She was preceded in death by
her husband Jim of 69 years.
Surviving are two children: Donald
and Sr. Donna Cook; seven
grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren. Her daughter (1744
Roosa Lane, Elk Grove Village, IL
60007) rejoices that Sr. Flossie' s
sufferings are over and that the
glorious future will be her mother's
forever. Br. Tom Ruggirello gave the
funeral discourse. ❑

"While we may thus rest in faith upon the sure promises of God... it is our privilege to herald the blessed invitation— "Ho, every one
that thirsteth, come ye to the waters..." Isa. 55:1 R 650
—
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In this Issue:

Statement of Purpose
is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of
convention listings for publication. News items should be verified before
submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen, 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

