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Outreach in Ghana
Brethren from the United States
recently visited Africa for a Bible
Students Seminar. Literature,
donated by the American
brethren, included Reprints,
pocket sized Manna/Songs in the
Night, Large Print Volumes and
other of the Pastors' writings,
which were distributed to the
friends in Ghana and Nigeria. The
seminar was spiritually beneficial
beyond expectation. The
following report was submitted by
Br. Homer Montague. Ed.

During the period, January 23 26, a first time event occurred. After
one year of planning, sixteen brethren traveled by bus, for three days,
from Nigeria to meet some of their
Ghanaian counterparts as they attended a leaders' seminar held at
the Maple Leaf Hotel in Accra,
Ghana. Also present for this occasion from America were Br. Lee and
Front Row: Brs. Joshua Dorh, Michael Osei, Moses Ashiegbu, Donatus Ariwodor, Paul Mali, Cajetan Egbu,
Sr. Ila Hicks, Br. Homer and Sr.
Srs. Lynn Murray and Beatrice Ariwodor.
Beverly Montague, Br. Paul Mali
and Srs. Cathy Sandridge and Lynn Murray. twenty years or more— they were asked to
The richness of the seminar is illumiThis joyous spiritual gathering enabled serve by giving discourses on a variety of nated in the following program.
brethren on the African continent to get to topics that have engaged the attention of
know one another and to participate in some Bible Students throughout the world.
Convention Program
in-depth study and fellowship. Since the
The American elders also gave discourses,
brethren from Nigeria have been in the Truth served on panels and answered questions Theme Text: "Behold, how good and how
for a longer period of time—some dating back from the floor that were of interest to the pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together
in unity." Psalms 133:1
African brethren.
Additionally, brethren from Ghana served
as chairmen and testimony leaders but given
Alternately Brs. Lee Hicks and Homer
the
progress
some
of
them
are
making
in
the
Montague
served as Chairmen of this spiriGreetings in the Lord
Truth, it is anticipated that if the Lord so wills, tual gathering.
The shaking of this present evil world they also will be able to serve the friends with
■Friday, the first day, began with a
continues and much has happened since our discourses in the not too distant future.
The success of this venture was clearly welcome by Br. Homer Montague; included
last issue. Suicide bombers persist in Israel
and the United States is actively engaged in evident from the comments made on the a song service and testimony; a showing of
fighting a war against terrorism. We are living feedback sheets that were completed and The Drama of Creation video and ended
in perilous times and know not what a day returned just prior to the close of the conven- with Songs in the Night.
may bring. We sympathize with the groaning tion. The public discourse given by Br. Paul
creation and believe "weeping may endure Mali, "Is the Road Map to Peace the Road to ■Saturday opened with morning
Armageddon?" generated much interest, as devotions and included six discourses. Each
for a night but joy cometh in the morning!"
(Psa. 30:5) We trust that the recent Memorial well as questions. Consideration is now be- discourse was followed by a question
celebration was most precious and profitable ing given to scheduling another joint meet- session. A song service and testimony
to all. We are blessed and comforted by the ing of the Nigeria and Ghana brethren, pos- meeting was included. The speakers were:
Harvest Message and in this issue we report sibly in 2006. The Lord's leadings will be
Br. Lee Hicks - "The Covenants"
on the witnessing activities of our brethren in closely watched to determine his will in the
matter.
See Ghana page 12
America and abroad.
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."

▪ Agnes Thomassen Spraytz (2504 16th Ave., Kingsburg, CA
93631, e-mail: fdelong@telis.org) fractured her femur on January 8
and had a total hip replacement January 12. She is recuperating
satisfactorily in the home of her daughter Faye De Long. Since her
hospitalization she is unable to meet regularly with the Fresno Bible
Students and misses the fellowship of the brethren. Any contact she
receives from the brethren is received with great pleasure.
■Br. Brian Kutscher (6144 University Dr., Dearborn Heights, MI
48127, e-mail: bkutscher@ wowway.com) was hospitalized February
11 less than 48 hours after noticing a painful
sensation in his left leg. A strep infection from
an unknown origin required 21 bags of
intravenous antibiotics over a four-day period.
Br. Brian realizes how quickly our lives can
change and we must be ready for our
deliverance at any time. He appreciates the
prayers of the brethren and remarks, "Medicine
is great but prayers are better!"
■Br. Ray Lumley (2531 Ashton Rd., Jackson, MI 49203, e-mail:
Lumley @ aol.com) had surgery February 3 to remove his cancerous
right kidney. The five-hour surgery required a six-day hospital stay.
Chemotherapy was not necessary since the cancer was confined
within the kidney. Br. Ray will continue to be on dialysis for the rest
of his life. He and Sr. Virginia are looking forward to attending local
conventions.
■Sr. Ruth Eldridge (37 Falcon Rd., Levittown, PA 19056) fell on
the ice and broke her hip January 25. Repairing the break required
inserting pins into the bone. Five days later she fell out of the hospital
bed and broke her right wrist. Doctors inserted titanium plates during
a delicate wrist operation. Recovery required that Sr. Ruth, who had
never been hospitalized before, stay 18 days in the hospital.
Thankfully the facility was five minutes from home. Her husband Br.
George was able to visit everyday. The visiting therapist remarked
that Sr. Ruth is making good progress using her walker. Submissive
to the Lord' s will, she is thankful for this learning experience that the
Lord knew she needed.
■Sr. Donna Mitcham (1189 Hancock, Carol Stream, IL 60188) is
suffering, as any mother would, watching her
27-year-old son Jule' s Renfro, bear the pain and
complications of sickle cell anemia. He recently
was hospitalized for five weeks. She has sickle
cell anemia herself, is asthmatic and diabetic.
She requests the brethren's prayers that she
may keep a proper heart condition to accept the
Lord's will.
■Br. Mike Patrick's (216 N. Detroit St., Bellefontaine, OH 43311)
faith was tested when his wife Vanora, had surgery January 3 for a
twisted bowel. She unexpectedly developed adult respiratory
syndrome and a blood-clotting imbalance, which are often fatal.
During her month's hospitalization, she was in an induced coma for
two and a half weeks and required a ventilator to breath and dialysis
when her kidneys failed. Though just 48 years old she also suffers
from lupus. Br. Mike is thankful he is laid off of work and able to attend
to his wife's needs now that she is recuperating at home. The
outpouring of love from the brethren is a source of strength for Br.
Mike, Vanora and their two daughters.

Psa. 34:7

■Sr. Joyce Paris (3714 Georgina Lane, Bellwood, IL 60104) had
a mild stroke January 13 and was hospitalized four days. At first she
could walk only with the aid of a walker but now uses a four-prong
cane. Her physical therapist and nurse visit her home weekly. She is
thankful the Lords provided her sister, a registered nurse, to live with
her while she regains her mobility and strength. Despite her hearts'
desire to study and witness, her condition prevents her regular
attendance at the meetings and at the weekly flea market witness.
■Br. Jim Heeg (1732 Merrydale Rd., Springfield, OH 45503, email: jnbheeg@gemair.com) slipped on the ice January 29 and fell
backwards landing full force on his head,
causing a cerebral concussion and internal
bleeding. The doctor said the trauma was
equivalent to being hit with a baseball bat. His
wife Sr. Bonita providentially returned home
early and was able to go with Br. Jim to the
hospital. While alone in the emergency room
she was comforted by the unexpected
presence of kind neighbors whom she had
known for over 40 years. Surgery was discussed as a possibility but
later deemed unnecessary. A full recovery is expected. The Heegs
realize "God's bountiful grace to help."
■Sr. Marge Peters (24005 Lakewood St., St. Clair Shores, MI
48082, e-mail: mphope7 @wowway.com) had a five-hour operation
March 8 to remove part of her stomach because of a bleeding ulcer
and a restricted stomach tube. Her recovery has been quite painful.
During her confinement the brethren of the North Suburban Detroit
Ecclesia have made it possible for her to continue participating in the
studies over the Internet. She appreciates this spiritual refreshment
to assist in keeping her faith strong though the flesh is weak.
■Sr. Bessie Sennewald (Haven Health
Center, 1060 Main St., Rm #11, South
Windsor, CT 06074) moved to a nursing home
at age 99 due to deteriorating health. In the
Lord's providence, she is in the same home as
Sr. Ruth Slivinsky (Rm #24), who has resided
there for the past 13 years. The visits and
encouraging messages from the brethren
remind them they are not forgotten. Although
Sr. Bessie and Sr. Ruth have severe health problems, their minds are
clear and they are enjoying having the Truth read to them.
■Br. John and Sr. Dolores Forsythe (4840 Towne South Rd., St.
Louis, MO 63128, e-mail: doef@ sbcglobal.net) had several trials
during this Memorial season. Sr. Dolores' 89 year old mother Ethel
Herman died January 12 after being in a nursing home for a year. Br.
John had eye surgery March 9 for bleeding blood vessels, a result of
scar tissue after cataract surgery. The doctor originally anticipated
the vessels would need to be cauterized but the surgery resolved this
difficulty. Br. John and Sr. Dolores have met so many sympathetic,
kind and caring people during these experiences that they can
appreciate more the good hearts in others and that our Lord paid a
ransom for all.
■Br. Ed and Sr. Mollie Heidelbach (S. 75 W. 32146 Paul Ln.,
Mukwonago, WI 53149) are restricted in their convention attendance
since Br. Ed's Alzheimer's disease has progressed. Through the
See Afflicted page 8
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Entered Into Rest
"For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven..."

Col. 1:5

■Br. Ed Bielecki entered into rest March 13 following a massive
heart attack at age 89. He learned the Truth from his parents Br. Adam
and Sr. Josephine and consecrated
over 65 years ago. He had a curiosity for
philosophy and science which
enhanced his appreciation of the Truth.
In the mid 1940s Br. Ed played a major
role in helping the teenagers of the
Detroit Class. His panel truck
advertised the Frank and Ernest Bible
Answers Radio Program on both
sides. Every Saturday he would pick up
ten teenagers and take them tracting.
Afterwards he would take them to
another point of interest and on
occasion also drove them to other Bible
Students activities. As a result of his encouragement, a number of
these teenagers went on to full consecration. Eventually Br. Ed gave
his truck to the Dawn where it was used for many years.
With the collapse of the Iron Curtain in 1989 Br. Ed provided an
old language Russian Volume I to the New Brunswick Class for
translation into the modern Russian language. Before New Brunswick had the modern language translation available, they printed the
old language Russian Volume I from negatives, also provided by Br.
Ed, which were distributed extensively throughout the former Soviet
republics, with over 200 enthusiastic responses. An old language
Russian Volume I reached the main library in St. Petersburg where
several readers requested the additional Volumes. Another reached,

the then unknown Tulun Siberia Class. Br. Ed was also instrumental
in an early effort to have a Russian short wave radio program beamed
into the Soviet Union.
He introduced Br. Brian Kutscher to the Photo Drama slides and
recordings of Pastor Russell's voice, which has blossomed into the
Bible Students Archives.
At the end of his life, hospitalized and physically weak, he placed
two First Volumes, numerous booklets and gave extensive verbal
confession to his faith. Br Ed served faithfully as a deacon for many
years in his ecclesia The Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan
Detroit.
He is survived by his wife Sr. Helen of 48 years, (20491 Anglin,
Detroit, MI 48234) son Mark and two grandchildren. On March 17
Br. Ken Rawson delivered his funeral witness to the 75 present.

■Sr. Effie Passios of the Hampton (NH) Ecclesia finished her
earthly course March 9 at the age of 77 after suffering several strokes
the past year. Sr. Effie learned the
Truth from her parents Br. Alexander
and Sr. Helen Diamond and made her
consecration to the Lord in the early
1940s. A faithful sister in Christ, she is
remembered for her labors of love and
encouraging words. In the last year
Sr. Effie, her husband Br. Bill and
sister, Sr. Anne, moved in with her
daughter Sr. Sandra Parker and family.
She is survived by her husband and
her daughter Sr. Sandra (both at: 203
Landing Rd., Hampton, NH 03842)
two granddaughters, Jennifer and
Kimberly and one greatgranddaughter, six sisters; Srs. Freda Karavas, Pat Polychronis,
Anne Diamond, Eunice Madison, Phyllis Goulis, Sylvia Batchelder
and several nieces and nephews. Br. Ron Batchelder gave her funeral
witness March 12 to the 100 assembled mourners.

■Sr. Jackie Lamel of the Los Angeles Ecclesia, finished her
consecrated walk March 20. Her husband Br. Ed (3705 Chevy Chase
Dr., LaCanada-Flintridge, CA 91011) and sisters, Srs. Shirley Evans
and Jean Mora survive. Br. Wade Austin conducted a Memorial
service March 28

■Sr. Mayura Fernandez finished her earthly course February 4
after being bedridden two years due to liver cancer. Many brethren
came for her burial, which took place the same day. Associated with
the Bible Students since her consecration in 1965, she was
instrumental in assisting her husband who established the Dawn
ecclesia in Bangalore. She was always cheerful in spite of her
afflictions. She was preceded in death by her husband Br. P. L.
Fernandez and was the mother of Br. Charles Suresh (No.11, 3rd
Street, Lalbagh Road, Bangalore, India) who survives her.

your eyes on high, and behold who
hath created these things...he calleth
them all by names, by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong
in power; not one faileth." Isa. 40:26

Br. and Srs: Kenneth Rawson ,Virginia Ryba, Margaret Tonkovich,
Betty Tolwinski, Vera Blicharz, Verna Rogusky, Virginia Rawson,
Bessie Kaziak

■Br. Art Cook of the Chicago Bible Students finished his earthly
course March 15 two days after his 88t h birthday. Admitted to the
hospital February 10 for congestive
heart failure, he had open-heart
surgery, kidney dialysis and spent 35
days in intensive care. The son of Br.
Henry and Sr. Daisy, he was raised on
a farm in Kansas with six siblings. As
a boy Br. Art felt the sting of death
when his three-year-old sister died
suddenly of spinal meningitis. He
turned to God for comfort and
consecrated in his twenties after
studying the writings of the Seventh
Messenger and seeing God's majesty
displayed in the heavens. "Lift up

His mechanical abilities, learned from farm maintenance, served
the brethren well first at the Dawn and later with the Bible Students
Publications in Chicago. He leaves a lifelong example of service and
devotion. His wife of 44 years, Sr. Donna (1744 Roosa Lane, Elk Grove
See Entered into Rest page 8
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Our Brethren Speak
"Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in truth." Joshua 24:14

Testimonies at Louisville, KY November 29, 2003
"Bitter Herbs"
Br. Carl Harmon, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Bible Students
"...I want to thank my heavenly Father for the blessing he has given
me to have enough strength physically and mentally to testify. I had
close ties with the world and I was having a
difficult time breaking them. I was praying to
the Lord for help and it did not seem to be
coming. Then, he brought this kidney problem
to me and at first I did not realize what was going
on. Then, I realized he was giving me the help
I had been asking for and I did not even
recognize it. With this problem, with the
infirmities of the flesh and the bitter herbs along with it, the earthly
ties are looking less and less appealing all the time and my heavenly
home is looking a lot more inviting..."
Binding Up the Broken Hearted
Sr. Rebekah Chastain, Hope (IN) Bible Students
"...I work at a drug and treatment center and there is a great deal of
discussion about God and a higher power because Alcoholics
Anonymous (AA) is the basis for the program.
You would think that would be a very good
atmosphere to speak the Truth but, since we are
funded by the State, we are forbidden to
espouse any particular religion unless they
would ask a question, at which point we are
allowed to answer. It has been very frustrating
to work there because so many of the people
that I take care of are thirsty to learn about God. They are finally
getting their lives turned around. . .Yet there is very little I can say
unless they ask me a question.
"There was a lady admitted recently who was very devastated and
she told me one thing she had never dealt with was the death of her
seven-year-old son who drowned in a creek during a flash flood three
years ago. She was hysterical when she told me this. I was very
touched by her but I was unable to initiate anything. She was there
three months and the Lord so arranged that I be asked to do all kinds
of duties, not in my normal job description. She had obtained
employment and needed transportation. Her facility is several miles
from where I work and there were people to take her, but it was decided
I should drive her. I was feeling sorry for myself, wondering why I
had to drive over there when there were other people to do it. I picked
her up and had forgotten about her son. She was saying how she
wished she was not an addict and then these things would not affect
her. I said, 'Well, even if you were not an addict those things can still
hurt your liver. I am looking for a time when mankind cannot use these
things to hurt themselves anymore.' She said, 'When will that be?'
Then she asked question after question. That whole drive into town
was filled with questions. I had the opportunity to tell her that her son
is coming back. If you could have seen the hope on her face to know
that it is true—what a blessing. I told her, 'I have something to give
you but I cannot give it to you until you leave.' She said, 'I would
love to have it.' A month and a half later she was ready to be
discharged. I gave her a "Ray of Hope" and Volume One. She just
hugged me and said, 'I will never forget our conversation.' I know
that is true, because she will remember it in the Kingdom. Those are
some of the joys the Lord gives us to bind up the broken hearted. We
know it is real, not just a lovely theory that sounds nice. And that is
the best part—it is real..."

Prayers Answered
Br. Jim Tevis, Central Kentucky Bible Students
"...A couple of years ago, I came to a New Albany-Louisville meeting
and asked the class to pray for me by name. I said, 'Take me off your
general prayer list of praying for your brethren and pray for Br. Jim.
Please pray that I might have a pure heart and that I might be faithful.'
I am a witness that God answers prayers, because it was not weeks
later that my prayers started being answered. I am from Richmond,
KY, which is just a bump in the road. However, I have met brethren
in the last year from the Ukraine and two women from China. . . What
are the odds of Richmond being international and having brethren like
that to meet with? It has been a blessing meeting with Br. Darrell and
Sr. Debra Ball, Br. Steve Cavanaugh and his wife. From the questions
in our studies it is such a blessing to cover just one paragraph during
a meetimg ..."
Testimonies at Chicago, IL December 27, 2003
Astrophysicists Say, a "Beginner"
Br. Jim Parkinson, San Gabriel Valley and Los Angeles (CA)
Ecclesias
"...I have had some lovely experiences this year which have been
encouraging in the Lord... In the public witness arena, this year at the
Los Angeles County Fair, [ September 12-28] we were able to
distribute 14,000 pieces of literature. A significant portion of those
are in the Spanish language. I will mention one experience:
A fellow came up to the booth, looked over the booklets, and said,
`Well, Father, Son and Holy Spirit—what does this booklet teach?'
He said, 'I' 11 warn you, I am not conventional I think there are only
two.' Well, we had a lovely discussion. In fact, the only negative in
the conversation was when he asked if there were any brethren near
his home in the desert and the answer was 'No.'
"In Volume VI and Reprint 299, there is information on the creative
week, showing that they are not 24-hour days. The leading light
among scientists these days [Hugh Ross] for the day-age theory,
which is pretty much along the line of what we are thinking, turns out
to be only a dozen miles from where I am working. I went over to see
him and listened to a couple of his lectures. It is remarkable how it is
shown there is no question in the mind of astrophysicists around the
world that there was a beginning and with everything being so finely
tuned, the possibilities of it happening by random chance are beyond
anyone's incredible imagination. Of course, the consequence of a
Beginner or Creator is that, if there is a Creator—obviously we have
an obligation to him There are some scientists who do not like the
answer that the source seems to be a Creator—simply because they
do not want an obligation to him. But other scientists who started out
as unbelievers have become believers because of it. It has been a thrill
to be able to share this particularly with some of the young ones
among us...."
Isolated, but with New Horizons
Sr. Gail Wright, North Carolina
"...I am the daughter of Vicky and Louie Gruska of Detroit, Michigan.
They still live in Detroit but are grounded to their home. Mom had
both hip and knee replacements within the last year, so that keeps
them pretty close to the house. Mom wanted me to tell the brethren
she wishes she could be here and wanted to send her love.
"I am also here to raise my voice to my heavenly Father to thank
him for the opportunity to be at a convention. I have not been to one
in three years due to circumstances beyond my control. The Lord has
blessed me even though I am isolated. I have many tapes that I listen

to constantly and I read the Volumes all the time, so I am not without
the Truth and its blessings. It has made my consecration so much
brighter as I go through the years and see the precious things that
are happening. One thing that has been a bright spot for me for some
time, is Pastor Russell's sermon book, that I pick up and say, 'What
does God want me to know today?' I will just open the book and see
what he wants me to know. You would be surprised how those little
gems can help you in those times of need when you do not know what
to do. The scriptures the Pastor brings out help you and they make
a big difference. Now my life is opening up to new horizons, which
will help me to have more time to study and do other things. I am
looking forward to help from 'Old Ron' where I can see you all in the
New Year on the Internet when my isolation will end."

Omaha, Then and Now
Sr. Joyce Lagno, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia
"... Srs. Marguerite and Rosalind Rosswick send their love to you. Sr.
Marguerite will be 95 years old in a few days and Sr. Rosalind will be
89. Sr. Marguerite has said, 'I do not know what
is so golden about the golden years.' It is so
true. As the physical organism shuts down and
is no longer reliable it is very stressful to those
who have been active and eager to do the
Lord's work their whole life. Please remember
them in your prayers. That is the main reason
I wanted to testify is that it has been a
tremendous blessing to have them in our
home....
"This has been a really mixed year for me —
wonderful trials, terrible defeats, and horrible
sorrows we have shared. But there is a joy that
I wanted to share with you. Dear Br. Michael
Publiske who came to this country to stay with
us when he was just a teenager has now given
Sr. Marguerite
his heart to the Lord, which is above and
beyond anything I could have ever asked the Lord for. When we were
in Omaha there were very few people with whom to fellowship and
now he is there along with just one other
brother. Please remember them in your prayers,
because they are holding down the fort that Br.
Paul and I held for 16 years and Br. Tom and Sr.
Jan Gilbert held for a good portion of that as
well. We felt like we were at an outpost many
times. With the Internet, e-mail, and cellular
phones we can keep in better contact with
Sr. Rosalind
isolated brethren than before... It is my prayer
for all of you that we can be faithful to the end and that it may come
sooner rather than later. May the Lord bless you all."
Testimonies at Columbus, OH, February 21
Left in the Lord's Hands
Br. Michael Patrick, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia
"...I am very pleased to be here. This is the first time I have been out
in probably six to seven weeks. We have had sickness and quite a
few things that have kept me from being with
the brethren. I have been looking forward to
this convention. I would like to bring the love
of my wife Vanora and my daughters Michelle
and Elizabeth, along with the love of the Miami
Valley Bible Students. I would also like to thank
the local brethren for this convention. The food
is great and the fellowship is wonderful. Thank
you for your busy hands and your love.
"I would like to praise the Lord for all his benefits toward me and
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thank him for his kindness and goodness. I cannot believe how much
the Daily Heavenly Manna for today goes along with what I want to
say. My wife Vanora went in for a relatively simple abdominal surgery
and it turned into quite an ordeal. She has come through two terrible
diseases including a blood-borne infection... One sister told me I was
staring death in the face and that may have been true... I tried to leave
it in the Lord's hands as much as I could. I remembered in Br. Russell's
writings about those who had been saved from the very jaws of death
and what could happen. I had no worries, because if she did die I knew
where she would be and what she would wake up to. Vanora was in
ICU for the first two weeks and was in a paralytic state because they
wanted her body completely at rest... In one of the darkest times, Sr.
Bonita Heeg and her mother Sr. Frances McKee came fora visit, which
was probably about the first week. The doctors had just started a 24hour dialysis, which they said was her last hope. After Srs. Bonita
and Frances saw her, Sr. Bonita told me she did not think my wife was
going to die. At that point that was exactly what I needed, because
I had just about given up all hope and the Lord evidently overruled
that to be said. I do thank him for his overruling in allowing my wife
to recover. I would like to thank the brethren worldwide–Germany,
Moldova, Eastern Europe, America and Siberia–for all of your emails, cards, support and prayers..."
The Messiah offered to Mel Gibson
Sr. Isabelle Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia
"...While I was in the hospital, I had Volume IV with me and did a lot
of reading and gave out a lot of tracts. One of the nurses is married
to a Catholic and I gave her an extra tract and
said, 'Why not lay this out where your husband
can see it?' I guess it was a little hard for her to
talk with him about these things.
"I do continue to send out tracts in my bills
and I copy some of the hymns and send them
also. I used to be on the Republican Committee,
but of course I dropped that a long time ago.
However, they do still send me letters wanting
money, so I send them different tracts like 'In the Days of Noah,'
`God' s Plan for Man.' I usually write something along with the 'Noah'
tract like John 5:26-30 or Zechariah 8:20-23. Underneath that I put
Amos 3:2, 'You only have I known of all the families of the earth.'
For comfort, I give Zephaniah 2:3. To let them know the four signs
of Christ's second presence, I give them: Israel's return to her
homeland, the increase of knowledge, rapid transportation and
communication, worldwide trouble threatening universal destruction–and then I give them Zephaniah 3:9. To give them some hope,
I give them Revelation 21:1-5.
"When I read in Newsweek an article about Mel Gibson' s movie,
`The Passion of the Christ,' I mailed them the fact that Adam, a perfect
man, sinned and it caused all man to sin and Jesus, a perfect man, gave
his life for the resurrection of mankind. I thought they ought to know
the whole Truth. I also sent them the tract, 'God' s Plan for Man.' I
told the editor of Newsweek that if Mel Gibson would like the video,
The Messiah, I would send it to him. I ask an interest in your prayers
and do pray for all of you."

Website Witnessing
Sr. Debbie McClellan, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia
"...I am very happy to be with you and I want
to bring you the love of my parents Br. Art and
Sr. Esther Ledwinka....
I had an experience this past week while
traveling to Indianapolis to see a physician. It
is about an hour and a quarter from us, so I
always try to take a tape or two with me... Well,
See

Brethren page 6
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Brethren From page 5
I looked rather hurriedly for something on Elijah and Elisha and
prepare my mind for this weekend but was not able to find one. I just
happened to have one of Br. Larry's discourses with me. It was a great
encouragement to me as far as witnessing... When I got back to work
I had in mind some teachers who might be interested in the website
Br. Larry [McClellan and his sister] Sr. Sharon Gowryluk have put
together on Israel. One of the teachers, whom I wanted to reach out
to but never seemed to have an opportunity, was standing at the
copier. I was able to give him a business card with the website' s
address on it—zioninprophecy.com . He thanked me saying he
appreciated my thinking of him. Then another teacher was available
for me to hand him a card also. In the same day, we had a fund-raiser
and one of the teachers who just recently 'found Jesus' mentioned
something about the Catholic and Protestant Churches. So I thought,
I cannot miss out on this opportunity! While I was getting another
business card out, the phones were ringing —which I had to
answer— and I thought he might walk off. But he stood there and
waited and in between calls we discussed a little more each time and
then I gave him a card. I was very thankful for the Lord's blessing in
this experience.
"It has been a blessing to be here, both Br. Larry and I want to
extend our love and appreciation for the many provisions. It has been
wonderful to have the speakers pull apart each scripture to bring out
two or three points that make it clearer. I have really appreciated what
the brethren have done on our behalf in these lessons..."
Testimonies at Rockland (NY) February 22
A Spiritual Vacation
Sr. Annick Stalder, Lampertheim, Germany
"...I wanted to express my thankfulness to the Lord for being among
you and for this opportunity of more spiritual food. This time of
vacation, which will be two weeks, will be for us
not only a spiritual vacation, but also one of
love. Feeling the love of the brethren makes me
very happy. We have gone through different
experiences the last two years and it was high
time for me to be among brethren and see your
faces, have nice discussions and feel your love.
I thank you very much and I thank also our
heavenly Father for all the love and care he has for you and for us."
Applying the Word of God
Br. Merrill Sammis, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"...I have been a Bible Student since 1955... Ihave not noticed the time
going by very fast, though, but it has been a pleasure. I have learned
a lot and enjoyed the friendship of the
conventions and the opportunity to grow in the
Word of the Lord. Things are going well and I
am glad to be here today, hearing the speakers
and the truths that are being expressed. I have
been going through some trials, which I think
we all go through at some point in time to
strengthen us, enlighten us and bring us to an
understanding of the will of God in our lives. I
certainly have been learning in that area. I have had occasion to
consider many things— the body, the difficulties in everyday life
with jobs. Life to me —the whole thing— is kind of a trial but if we
apply the Word of God to it, I think we can understand it deeper. It
is the whole experience... and if you apply the Scriptures to your life
as much as possible, you come to the point where you realize you can
glean knowledge, truth and good experience out of everything."

Eye on the Goal
Sr. Dawn Shallieu, Rockland (NY) Ecclesia
"...I am very thankful to be here but I am more thankful to have all of
you here. We are thankful to see brethren
making the effort to come out. I wanted to share
a few things with you.... This past week we have
been able to have Br. Sam and Sr. Annick Stalder
with us and that has been a unique and special
blessing for us with the longer fellowship. Also,
many of you have asked about Sr. Ginger Brann.
Br. Russ and I were in Portland last week, where
we were able to spend a little time with them. To give a little report, I
will say that Sr. Ginger is doing great because her faith is strong. She
is a strong Christian, which is an example to me. She is keeping her eye
on the goal and on what this life is all about— this is not an end to itself
but the end is to be with our Lord. She is resting in the Lord's
experiences for her. They do appreciate your prayers and I would ask
that you continue to pray for them, as time goes on and things become
more difficult. The Lord's arm is not short and he is giving them the
strength to press on through this experience..."
Our Three Sisters
Sr. Diane Lucas, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia
"...I would be remiss if I did not stand up and give the love from the
three sisters in our class that, in their hearts, wished to be here. First,
Sr. Charlotte [Teklinski]—with whom Br.
Rolando [Rodriguez], Sr. Olivia and Br.
Bertrand Keith and I meet on Wednesday
nights—is doing very well. Sr. Charlotte is still
using a walker but is fearful of venturing
outside. She asked especially to be
remembered. Sr Anna Tomic, whom I saw on
*eo%,
Friday night, is rejoicing and very appreciative
of the cards and calls from the brethren. She is with you in spirit. She
has had her share of ups and downs through the experience but I am
so thrilled to see her, as of Friday, encouraged and resting on the
promises of God. Then, of course, Sr. Joyce Bateman, whose
situation many of you are aware of, is truly an inspiration. She is
accepting the providences of the Lord in her experience and
enduring patiently this long trial. It will be four months this week
that she has been completely bedridden. They all thank you for your
prayers and love. I love you too and appreciate the support you have
given."
Testimonies at Columbus, OH March 20-21
Self Examination
Sr. Gloria Zendler, Metro Detroit (MI) Ecclesia
"...At this convention, there have been two talks that have stimulated
a lot of self examination. While Br. Art Jezuit was talking, I was
thinking about the parts of my life that need to be pruned away. I
realize there are a lot of things in my life I wanted but the Lord has
not permitted me to have. That in itself is a sort of pruning—because
when I think about some of those things, I see how they would have
been detrimental to me, even though they would have been pleasant.
It has been a real blessing to be here. I have learned a great deal from
the talks. I want to be faithful to the Lord.
"I am retired now and I want to use that time to serve the Lord. I
fail in so many ways. Every morning I wake up telling myself that
today I am going to do better... Please pray for me, brethren..."
Fig Trees in the Vineyard
Sr. Margaret Earl, Washington (DC) Ecclesia
"...We are very blessed to be here. This morning the two discourses
were very helpful to me. One thought that stuck with me from the first

Brethren From page 6

discourse was that when Judas walked out, the rest of the [discourses
by Jesus in the following] chapters were meant for the eleven—and
not for him. And that was when the promise of the comforter was
given—Judas was already gone! Also, when the speaker was talking
about how many things, for the disciples, were hard to hear in those
two chapters—no wonder it put them in confusion and had them
asking questions! They were almost like lost sheep. From the
second discourse, I very much appreciated the lesson that only fig
trees were allowed in the vineyard, of course, picturing the Church
being closely related to Israel and the prophets..."

7
Faith-Building Experiences
Sr. Elise Delatore, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia
"...I wish to thank my heavenly Father for his
abundant mercies toward me, for this
convention and the opportunity to eat at the
Lord's table. I have appreciated the talks and
the labors of love by the local brethren. I am
grateful for the faith-building experiences in
my life. There are times I know my flesh is not
happy with those experiences but my spirit
grows each and every time. I love you all, keep you in my prayers
and ask you to keep me in yours."

Siberian Winter Thawed By Heart Warming Fellowship
Following is a report from Br. Vasea Neagu and Sr. Natasa Neagu,
his sister- in -law, from Moldova. Ed.

We give thanks for this fifth trip to visit the sisters in Tulun. Besides
fellowship and blessings, we were able to bring the anxiously
awaiting sisters, thirty copies of Volume I in the recently translated
Russian modern language. It was not very cold with the highest
temperature at minus 15-18 Celsius [15-22 degrees Fahrenheit].
We left Moldova February 4 and traveled two days to Moscow,
then another 84 hours by train to Tulun. Five hours from Tulun our
hearts ached to see the faces of our sisters and we were eager to arrive.
Finally on February 9, at 5 a.m., we arrived. Srs. Tamara Usacenko
and Julia Shileaeva met us.
On Monday we visited Sr. Arisha who will be 96 in May. She is
the eldest sister and is so sweet and faithful. She is weak and in much
pain but when we visited her she greeted us with the joy of a happy
face. We talked with her by writing because she cannot hear at all. We
brought her love from all the brethren and she thanked us. With tears
she gave us Luke 21: 28 and recited two poems and then we prayed.
Afterward she could no longer speak, so we helped her to the bed.
We said good-bye, not knowing if it will be God's will to see her again
in the flesh. In the evening we had sweet fellowship with Sr. Tania
Minakova and later with Sr. Julia, both had many questions.
On Tuesday we had a meeting with Sr. Valea Kobzeva and five
other sisters. They are studying Volume VI, the chapter on the
"Passover of the New Creation." There were many interesting
questions. One was, "How can we know if we are wise virgins?" After
the meeting we visited Srs. Emma and Lena. They were together many
years but the Truth made a separation two years ago. They no longer
come to meetings but gather and have discussions occasionally.
They are serious, faithful sisters and were glad to see us and thanked
us for not forgetting them. Sr. Emma said that she is saddened they
are separated and continues to search the Scriptures and studies to
find understanding. We then prayed together and sang hymns in
blessed fellowship.
In the evening we came home and Sr. Tania Minakova had more
questions, which we discussed till 3 a.m. One was, "Where is it shown
on the chart the brethren are justified?"
On Wednesday, we had another meeting with Sr. Stepanida where
we studied Volume VI and tackled the question, "How do we die for
the Lord daily?" Sr. Stepanida continues to have hard trials with her
family and we encouraged her with the February 17 Daily Heavenly
Manna.

In the evening we met at Sr. Tamara's and spoke about the
Millennial Age. Sr. Tamara told us about an interesting experience
she had when visiting followers of Rutherford' s teachings:
"Sr. Natasha Zueva and I traveled a long distance, which
included a five hour stopover between trains. Finally we

arrived, though we had no information except the name of a
sister, Nadia. We asked a person on the street, "Do you know
Sr. Nadia?" "Yes, I do" was the answer, " they are believers,
look, their son is driving a car." We stopped him and, in the
Lord's providence, the son drove us directly to Sr. Nadia and
Br. Trofim' s. It was such a blessing to see the Lord's overruling.
I wanted to have a discussion with them but the brother said,
"No, we will not keep you only for us, we will announce it to all
the brethren from our area and tomorrow we will have a
meeting." The next day, Sr. Natasha and I were in front of a large
class that had questions which we tried to answer. "
Sr.Tamara confessed that at that time she felt how the Lord put his
Word on her lips and they told the Truth before all the brethren there.
The next day, we had a meeting at Sr. Tania Malivanovas. She is
an elderly sister with leg problems and high blood pressure who lives
far from the other sisters. She was very glad to see us. We also studied
Volume VI. The fact that the sisters had many questions was a proof
they are studying and searching like the brethren from Berea. Because of illness Sr. Tania cannot come to the meetings but she studies
at home and understands the Truth. The sisters meet at her house
once every month and visit her every week. Three sisters also visit
Sr. Arisha every week. Each sister has a special day—she visits with
a prepared meal and helps with the washing, cleaning and other
necessities. These sisters are a wonderful example of Mary who
washed the Lord's feet with the sweet perfume of love.
Then, Friday, we had a meeting at Sr. Jenea' s home. Again using
Volume VI and covering the subject, "Who may officiate?" Many
questions followed. The sisters are very hospitable and receive the
brethren without reservation.
On our last day, we had a meeting at Sr. Julia's. Br. Vasea talked
on Psalms 30:5 "Weeping may endure fora night, but joy cometh in
the morning."
After the meeting, all rejoiced that the Lord
permitted Sr. Natasa Zueva to join us for four hours of fellowship.
To be with us she had to travel five hours by train because she lives
in a town near Irkutsk where she takes care of her grandchildren.
The sisters accompanied us to the train station when it was time
to go. We said good-bye with tears and the hope that the Lord will
permit us to meet again. Every time we are with them our every step
is precious because we don't know when, or if, we will have the
privilege to visit again. The farewell moments are impressed on our
minds for all the time. We will forever see their faces because they
are in our hearts.
On the way home we had little opportunity to witness. We arrived
back in Moldova on February 18 with the Lord's help... We give
thanks to our Lord who leads his people in every experience and every
place. Amen ❑
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Servin • Our Brethren
"Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;" Romans 12:10

Romanian-Moldovan Fund

1-0 July 21-25
Greencastle, IN
Indiana-Ohio Bible Students Ecclesias '
Convention will be held again at DePauw
University. Twenty one speakers will serve.
The sessions will be held in the Kresge
Auditorium. Dorms have been assigned to
us in four new buildings (still under construction) a block away from the food court. Room
fees remain at $14.00/person. The dorms are
handicap accessible only on the ground floor.
There are eight beds per floor with communal
bath/shower, kitchen and living room. There
is only one single bed per room. Children may
sleep on cots, in their parents rooms, at no
extra charge. The swimming pool will be
available for use by the brethren.
For programs/registration contact the
Convention Secretary: Br. Todd Alexander,
5463 Eaglesnest Dr., Westerville, OH 43081.
Cell Phone: (614)519-8282, Phone (614) 8911181. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com

The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia administers this fund to provide humanitarian aid
to brethren in need in Romania and Moldova. By the grace of our heavenly Father and through
the generosity of the brethren the fund provided $22,690.00 last year. There are around 1,500
brethren in Romania and the fund assists approximately 150 families. In Moldova there are
around 100 brethren, but the need is greater proportionally, with nearly every family receiving
some form of aid. The monthly amount needed however is also proportionally less. The
average monthly income in Romania is $100.00 while in Moldova it is $30.00. The funds do
not cover all their needs but the brethren remain very grateful for the provisions and are trying
to become more dependent from within.

Financial Report - 2003
$869.97

Funds as of December 1, 2002

$24,030.06

Contributions:
Withdrawals:
Humanitarian Aid Moldova
Humanitarian Aid Romania
Wire Transfer Charges
Balance as of November 30, 2003

$7,590.00
$15,100.00
$72.00
$2,138.03

Entered into Rest From page 3

Afflicted From page 2

Village, IL 60007) and his brother, Br. Lyle (4222 N. Bellefontaine,
Kansas City, MO 64117) survive. Br. Art Jezuit had the funeral service.

Lord's provision, their daughter and her family live next door.
Though the flesh is failing, they are on Pisgah' s mountain viewing
their home on the other side. Everyday they feed the new creature
through the audio and videotapes of convention discourses.

■Br. William Blay, age 92, of the Southern Wisconsin Bible
Students, died December 31. Consecrated for over 35 years, he came
in contact with Present Truth through Br. David and Sr. Nancy
Stoikes. At one time the three studied with the Jehovah's Witnesses.
After the Stoikes understood God's plan they remembered Br. Blay
quoting many scriptures. The Stoikes then shared the Truth with him.
Later Br. William' s mother Sr. Sylvia investigated the Truth and she
also consecrated. On January 5 local brethren were able to express
to his sister Nona Cox (PO Box 106, Delwood, WI 53927) the hope
of the kingdom during a short visititation she arranged.
■Sr. Frida Binkli of the Mulhouse (France) Ecclesia finished her 75year walk in the narrow way February 11 at the age of 94. Along with
her natural sister, Sr. Marguerite Schonberg, she learned the Truth
from godly parents. During Pastor Russell's 1912 World Tour they
had the privilege of sitting on his knees. In 1997 a stroke left her half
paralyzed. Her niece Sr. Evelyne Wolzenlogel (12 rue Daguerre,
68100 Mulhouse, France) took her into her home. Br.Joseph Skarbek
delivered the funeral discourse to 60 brethren and friends.

■Br. Cletus Pitner, age 88 of the San Diego area finished his
earthly course January 26 from respiratory failure, infections and
dehydration. In the late 1940s Br. Cletus first studied with the Jehovah
Witnesses, then heard "Frank and Ernest" on the radio and requested
the Studies in the Scriptures. His desire to comfort and serve the
brethren was reflected in his publication of "Br' ren Notes." He is
survived by his daughter Sr. Joan Taylor (5640 Heidi St., La Mesa, CA
92042, e-mail: JTDesignsl@juno.com) a son Ron, two grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter. At his request no funeral or memorial
service was held. El

■Sr. Ruth Coccia (10 Light Street, Enfield,
CT 06082) underwent angioplasty in February.
Her recovery is slow due to diabetes and
rheumatoid arthritis. Sr. Ruth has been
homebound several years by poor health. Her
husband Br. John faithfully attends to her
needs and household care. They both miss the
meetings and fellowship they enjoyed in years
past. They would appreciate an interest in the prayers of the brethren.
■Sr. Vera Owczarski (7555 Druid Lake Rd., Hartford, WI 53027)
experienced sudden death syndrome, similar to full cardiac arrest, on
January 8 while visiting her sister who lives across the street from the
hospital. The quick arrival of help successfully resuscitated her.
Transported by helicopter to a Milwaukee hospital, she spent three
weeks between life and death in intensive care. During a nine-hour
surgery the doctors performed a five-vessel bypass followed by the
maze procedure that restores the proper rhythm of the heart muscle.
February 2 she returned to surgery for the implantation of a
cardioverter defibrillator. After five weeks in the hospital she is
continuing her recovery at home. Sr. Vera and her husband Br. Ray
are thankful for this hard but blessed experience to know how much
their lives are in the hands of God. They thank the brethren for their
messages and prayers. It has been a witness to their family of the love
of the brethren. "...whether one member suffer, all the members
suffer with it." I Cor. 12:26
See Afflicted page 13
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Bible Students Aid Foundation Annual Report
Thanks be to God our Father that he has sustained us through
another year and that he has manifested his love to us by providing
additional opportunities for serving others in small ways. The year
2003 was another tumultuous year for the world (especially in
Afghanistan, Iraq and most recently, Iran) and it certainly was a
challenging year for many enrolled in the school of Christ.
Throughout the year, however, we observed silent testimony after
silent testimony of brethren whose faith was strengthened as they
meekly submitted to the Lord's will and were blessed in basket and
in store as a result.
The year 2003 marked the seventeenth year that the Foundation
has had the privilege of assisting the Lord's people bear some of their
burdens. As we reflect on these years, we stand in awe at what great
things the Lord hath done to sustain his little ones and to give them
fresh opportunities for growing in faith by witnessing his love in
action. During the years, the Lord has seen fit that the Foundation
would assist more than 200 applicants (brethren who have applied
for aid) and their families with a total of more than $496,000.
Every year since its inception, the foundation has expended
nearly all available resources in assisting brethren. This magnitude
of aid would not be possible without the contributions of many
individual brethren. The foundation has no source of funds other
than what the Lord provides through the contributions and bequests

of the brethren. These generally small contributions have flowed in

a steady stream since 1986. The trustees are the vehicle through
which contributions and bequests of individual brethren are concentrated and managed.
We are glad to remind the brethren that official applications for aid
are readily available at many convention book tables and may also be
obtained from the Foundation's liaison, New Albany-Louisville Bible
Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 197, New Albany, IN 47151-0197). Also,
if you have received aid, please promptly send an acknowledgment
letter to our bank, Stock Yards Bank and Trust Company (P.O. Box
34290, Louisville, KY 40232-4290). This is the only effective way for
us to know that the aid was actually received.
Please continue to pray that the body of Christ will be completed
and that the world will soon experience the long-awaited manifestation of and rescue by the sons of God. Romans 8.19

Financial Report - 2003
Total grants given to brethren in need.

$58,034.85

Contributions received

$15,942.72

Bible Students Newsletter: The Year In Review
We are well into the new year as this issue reaches you and we thank
our Heavenly Father that our financial status has greatly improved.
We also wish to thank each one that offered prayers and financial
support to this effort as we consider it a great privilege to serve our
brethren in this way. The Newsletter is a unique publication in the
Truth movement and throughout 2003 we were once again able to
keep the friends informed of their brethren around the world and
report on witness activities in Japan, India, Africa, Romania, Moldova
and the United States.
As we reported on the many brethren passing beyond the veil, we
rejoiced that their trials and afflictions in the flesh had ceased but their
examples of faithfulness still serve to encourage those walking in this
narrow way. The pages devoted to testimonies, afflicted and the
isolated are not only informative but also an inspiration to others.
We ask for a continued interest in your prayers and to always
remember the thoughts expressed in Hymn 234: "Praise God from
whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below, praise
him aloud with heart and voice and always in his Son rejoice."

Financial Report - 2003
Funds at January 1, 2003
Income
Contributions
Interest

$6,582.39
$15,195.88
$13.75
$21,792.02

Expenses
Printing
Postage
Postal Returns
Supplies/Miscellaneous

$3,575.00
$3,279.99
$55.74
$287.65
$7,198.38

Balance at December 31, 2003

$14,593.64

The Divine Plan Foundation
The activity of the Foundation in the past year has been in helping
fund the India witness work and ecclesias within the United States
in their witness efforts. The Foundation assists ecclesias that wish
to undertake projects and activities in the Harvest work which is
beyond their financial abilities with the support needed to do so. This
practice enables ecclesias to use their full potential to accomplish
more than they could with their own pocket limitations. The
Foundation does not undertake any project on its own. All activities,
which request funds, are reviewed to assure that they are in harmony
with the Harvest Message—the Foundation's stated purpose. The
Foundation is always open to requests for Truth projects in need of
funding. Any brethren seeking financial assistance or wishing to

contribute to the Foundation may write: The Divine Plan Foundation,
P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086-0813.

Financial Report - 2003
Beginning Balance
Donations and Interest
Grants

$9164.52
$544.17
$4922.75

Ending Balance December 31, 2003

$4785.94
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New Brethren in Christ
"He brought me up also out of an

horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings." Psa. 40:2

Immersions 2003

2004

At Chicago, IL December 7
Br. Dustin Hack, of Chicago Bible Students,
son of Br. Tom and Sr. Tamara, fourth
generation to make a covenant of sacrifice.

At Bangalore, India January 4
Sr. Philomina Thomas Veeran (Roman Catholic)
Sr. Jolly Monohara Dayanath (Layman)
Sr. Florence Kathmani (Church of South India)
Sr. Rebekha Isaac (Pentecostal)
Br. John Velu Teekaram (Pentecostal)
Br. Ramesh Chinnary (Pentecostal)
Br. Suresh Yesudass (Roman Catholic)
Br. Madhan Kumar Isaac (Pentecostal)

At Ooty, India December 25
Br. Dustin
All from a Hindu background
Br. Sivalingam (Hindu god name) now is Br. Moses — Heard the
Truth about death and the resurrection from Br. Charles Premrai.
Sr. Deveyani Esther, mother to Br. Moses
Sr. Vijaya Mercy, wife of Br. Moses
Sr. Saroja Rebeka, sister-in-law to Br. Moses

In Hartford, CT March 7
Sr. Rita Pantaleo, purchased Volumes at
Danbury, CT Fair in 1975. Recently responded
to follow up.
At Wilmington, DE March 28
Sr. Chloe Duhaime, Lebanon BibleStudents
Ecclesia, daughter of Br. George and Sr. Lori,
sixth generation Bible Student.

"All he has done"
Sr. Chloe's Testimony:
"I was 10 years old when I made a consecration in November 2002.
Ever since I was little, ever since I can remember, I have loved God
more than anything else and so I decided to give my life to him I'm
glad I decided to give my life to God because I know he will always
be there to help with my trials that come up in my life. I consecrated
as a way to thank God for all he has done for me."

sat°
Sr. Rebeka, Sr. Mercy, Br. Moses and Sr. Esther

At Chicago, IL December 27
Br. Michael Pawlicki, Columbus, (OH )
Bible Students Ecclesia, son of Br. Piotr and
Sr. Celina of the Chorzow, Poland Ecclesia,
third generation to consecrate.
At Chicago, IL February 15

Sr. Rita

"Read the Bible daily"
Sr. Lori's Testimony:
"The children and I read the Bible every morning, memorize scripture
and pray. Chloe has always loved this time that we spend together.
Even as a toddler she would always be the first to be seated with a
hymnal, singing and waiting for the brethren to arrive for meetings in
our home."

Br. Michael

Both from Chicago Bible Students:
Br. John Wiehn, former Catholic, introduced
to the brethren through Br. Alex Loutsky.
Sr. Joann Lewis, former Seventh Day
Adventist, heard the Truth from her friend Sr.
Donna Mitcham over the last 13 years.
Br. John
On Right: Sr. Joann
immersed by Br. Erwin
Kalinski with Br. Aaron
Kuehmichael assisting
Immerser, Br. Larry McClellan, Srs. Lori, Chloe and Br. George Duhaime

"True faith is not credulity. It is critical, and believes only upon good evidence. It criticizes closely and distinguishes clearly
between the teaching of men and the substantiated Word of God. But having found the Word of God, it trusts it implicitly, knowing
that its Author cannot lie; and that all his purposes and promises will be accomplished." R-2005
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Harvest News
"...I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain." John 15:16

Palestinian Solidarity Movement Brings Comfort Opportunity
On November 8, 9, 2003, a radicalnational
Palestinian activist group held a conference
and rally on the Ohio State University
campus in Columbus, OH. The Central Ohio

Solidarity Movement (PSM) Conference/
Rally has appeared on other university campuses with a goal to target larger populations
of impressionable young minds. The mission
statement of the PSM as
found on their web site calls
for:
—the full decolonization
[by Israel] of all Palestinian
land, including illegal settlements;
—an end of the Israeli occupation of the Gaza Strip,
West Bank, East Jerusalem
and all Arab lands;
—the return of all Palestinian refugees to their original
homes and properties;
—an end to the Israeli sysGod's Peace Plan for the Middle East
tem
of Apartheid and disWhy is the subject of Israel one of the
most hotly debated topics in the world?
crimination
against PalestinBible prophecy predicted today's headlines
about this tiny nation over 3,000 years ago.
ians;
— an end of U.S. aid to
Israel;
—the implementation of
these goals by use of public
demonstrations and civil disobedience.
In contradiction to this
negative agenda of the PSM,
all of the ecclesias involved
in the ads to comfort Israel
Is there any doubt that Israel is a nation of miracles? Learn
about God's "roadmap" for peace in the Middle East.
were thankful for the opporSend for a FREE, no obligation copy of the booklet:
tunity to share in proclaim"Israel: A Nation of Miracles"
Bible Students in Support of God's Land
ing the Truth of God's blessP.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086
ings, which will be not only
for Israel but for their Arab
brethren and the world at
large. The following comments illustrate just a few of
Ecclesia recognized this as a unique the 43 very positive responses from Jews and
opportunity and contacted other ecclesias to Christians directly from the ad.
—"I was so delighted and impressed with
join them in comforting Israel in response to
this demoralizing attack upon the Jewish the large ad... I had no idea your group existed
people. All of the ecclesias combined but I know there are 'pockets' of 'Friends of
provided for a 7 °" by 13" ad to be placed in Israel' being raised up by God all over the
both the Columbus Dispatch and the Ohio nation and world."
—"I am a lover of Israel. Yes, it is the only
State University Lantern newspapers, as
well as distribution of ad flyers throughout land in the world that God personally gave an
the community. The copy in the ad avoided everlasting covenant to his beloved Jewish
heavy political overtones and promoted the people!"
— "... Israel is truly God's land and was
positive aspects of God's Truth in
relationship to his chosen people. The copy given to Israel by God himself."
— "God bless Israel! They are God's
was also free of any reference to the
Palestinian rally itself, as this would have chosen people. Neither the Palestinians, nor
been spending the Lord's money to promote any nation, shall prevail against them! God
the negative rally. The ad offered a free copy will protect Israel!"
—"I praise the good Lord God Almighty
of the booklet "Israel: A Nation of Miracles."
It should be pointed out that the Palestine for your writing his Truth..."

ulfilling
Bible Prophecy

Anti-semitism is being inflamed by the fa/se concept that the

Palestinians are being denied historic land rights. The resulting
terrorism against Israel has been promoted as a 'jest and holy war."
Like the U.S. in Afghanistan. Israel is being compelled to defend IIN
citizens by destroying the vast terrorist infrastructure within her country.

The Judeo Christian Bible, Muslim Koran and even outspoken Muslim

clerics teach that the Jews alone have historic rights to the whole of Israel.

The fact is that the Jewish people have been the indigenous population of the Holy
Land for over 3,000 years. dioxin 13:111 They had lived in their land for 1700 years, virtually uninterrupted.

until the Roman destruction of Israel's polity in AD 70. Then, slaughter and expulsion decimated
the 3 million Jewish inhabitants. Christian, Persian, Arab, Crusader, Mameluke and Turkish armies

devastated the Holy Land, and each ruled but a short time. Still the Jews clung to their land. The Arab
historian Khaldun observed that as late as AD 1400 the land was permeated with Jewish culture.

Horn AD 1400 to the early 19005 the land lay relatively "desolate of man and hector as predicted in

Jeremiah 33:10. During this period the total combined population of Moslems, Christians and Jews was
about 200 thousand. Compare this sparse figure with the continuing Jewish population growth
in the last century of over 5 million—a direct result of the prophetic ingathering of the

Jewish exiles beginning in 1878. (Isaiah 1141-121 As the Jewish economy flourished it also
triggered a Urge scale emigration of Arabs wishing to benefit from the land's new prosperity.

Bible Students are producers of the highly
acclaimed video Israel: Appointment
with Destiny and are non-proselytizing
friceldn of the Jewish people.

Additionally, an encouraging result of the
ad was an opportunity to have direct contact
with the Jewish community at their counter
rally sponsored by the
Columbus Jewish Federation. Malcomb
Hoenlien, a noted international Jewish figure was the keynote
speaker at the Jewish
rally and had spoken in Malcomb Hoenlien
New Jersey just the
night before. By providence, Brs. Bob Gray
and Ken Rawson were also at the New Jersey
event and met with Mr. Hoenlien after his
presentation. They told him about the Bible
Students' ad in the Columbus newspapers
and asked him to look
for the brethren when
he went there to speak.
When the brethren
from the Central Ohio
class approached Mr.
Hoenlien after his
speech, he immediately
Br. Bob Gray
acknowledged them
and expressed extreme gratitude for the effort. Because, as he stated, the ad evidenced
the brethren's sincerity as friends of Israel.
He graciously introduced the brethren to several important Columbus Jewish Federation
contacts. Br. Ken Rawson has been put in contact with a very influential Columbus Jewish Federation leader
and Br. Jordan Gray
continues to enjoy ongoing dialog and opBr. Ken Rawson
portunities with Rabbi
Areyah Kaltmann, from Columbus. He has
been collaborating with him at the
Schottenstein Chabad House, while helping
to encourage the local Jewish community
with their lecture series.
The Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio wish to thank all of the ecclesias that
participated in the
comfort effort with
their prayers and fmancial support. Through
these connections, the
brethren are excited
about the prospects of
reminding more of the
Br. Jordan Gray
Jewish community in
the Columbus area of Israel's future role in
blessing all of the nations of the earth through
the Abrahamic promise! ❑
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Br. Paul Mali - "Principals of Spiritual
Leadership"
Br. David Obayagbona - "The Manner of
Our Lord's Return"
Br. Donatus Ariwodor - "Seven Things
That God Hates"
Br. Moses Ashiegbu - "Our Adversary Is
on Board"
Br. Paul Mali (Public Discourse) - "Is the
Road Map to Peace the Road to
Armageddon?"

■ Sunday morning, the third day, the U.S.
elders served on a Question Panel preceded
by morning devotions and a song service.
The same format was followed as on the
previous day with each discourse being
followed by questions:
Nigerian brethren attending Ghana seminar

Br. Paul Mali - "The Illustrated Divine
Plan of the Ages"
Br. Moses Obire - "How We Are to Live"
Br. Isaac Anaele - "The Comprehensive
Plan of God as Announced by Isaiah"
Br. Celestine Oledibe - "Secret Faults and
Presumptuous Sins"
Br. Cajetan Egbu - "The Passover and the
Antitype"

Srs. Georgelyn Egbu, Cathy Sandridge and
Beverly Montague

Br. Homer Montague served as moderator on
a Panel Discussion—"The Call of the
Church," Brs. Owob Okon, Lazarus Ukpai,
and John Isife served on the panel.
An open Question Meeting was led by

Brs. Lee Hicks and Homer Montague on the
last day ending with the hymn, "God Be
With You."
There were two additional seminars, of
one day each, in different regions of Ghana.
At each of the three seminars, there was
opportunity for all the sisters to have dinner
together and to discuss their role in the
church with a special emphasis upon the kind
of things they can do to help nurture their
children in the way of the Lord.
Kindly remember the African brethren in
your prayers that they will remain faithful as
their trials and experiences are unique because of the conditions in which they live. ❑

Truth Activities Continue in India
Brethren in India are excited at the way the
heavenly Father is proving his presence
with them. The Newsletter is pleased to
bring you this report. Ed.

The Lord made the meetings in Chitoor a

grand success ! He is so faithful, he will never
let us down and he is doing everything to
make his work prosper. We were able to start
all of the final preparations in his time and
right on his schedule. Altogether over five
thousand people attended in four days from
January 15-18.
The first day itself over one thousand
were present. It increased slightly each day
and we had about one thousand and five
hundred on the last day! The crowd sat very
attentively for two hours each day listening
to kingdom messages, which they had never
heard. On all four days the main theme was
the Ransom and Restitution, even though we
used different wording to make it easy for

them to grasp. We put a picture in the pamphlet with a lot of people following Satan and
very few people following our Lord and then
put the question— "Who will win more souls
in the end? Satan or Jesus?" The brethren
[pictured at right] distributed about eighty
thousand pamphlets to the Christians of
various churches in the city and in the surrounding villages. Several thousand big wall
posters were also placed.
Later at the four-day meeting we took
great care in covering all the aspects of the
Divine Plan of salvation. Many people came,
braving the winter cold, to our meeting in the
open air. The brethren felt that the number
would have been more if it were summer. But
we know that those who came were the ones
that were hungering for the Truth. We could
see the joy in their faces during the entire
message. One exception among them was a
pastor of an Orthodox church, who had come
in his cassock. It seems that he wanted to

Left to right: Br. Devar and Sr. Vimala John
and their two children, with Br. John Sharon
Dharman and his wife Sr. Shoba Rani

India From page 12

leave early but his wife was so interested, she did not want to leave
in spite of much persuasion. The four days were a feast for all of us.
It was such a joy to see thousands hear the trumpet sound over the
loud speakers. We spoke the Truth with full force. Many people had
come from far off places to hear a message, which they had never
heard in their churches.
The subjects: First day—Ransom; Second day—Fifth Universal
Kingdom; Third day—The Three Worlds; Fourth day—The Three
Ways. The Lord gave wonderful grace in presenting the message in
a very clear and understandable manner. The brethren that had toiled
so much in the past months were overjoyed at the reaction of the
crowd. They listened happily as we told them of the resurrection of
all mankind and the new world under Jesus and the overcoming
church.
One thousand seven hundred and twenty people filled out name
cards for the follow-up classes, which began the third week of
February in Chitoor. We are planning to have it once every week. We

Afflicted From page 8
■Br. Charles Yeo (1627 South Patriot Dr., Yorktown, IN 47396 ) was
hospitalized in mid-February for two and a half weeks with cellulitis.
When Br. Charles, a widower for four years, was
not at the Muncie Sunday meeting the brethren
called him and knew something was wrong by
the way he responded. The brethren contacted
the office in the retirement center where he lives
and the staff checked on him and found his
hands and feet were blue and he was very
confused. An ambulance was called but he
refused to go. When the brethren arrived they
took him to the hospital. The doctors said if he stayed at home he would
have died. Br. Charles is slowing regaining his strength and is assisted
by a visiting nurse. "The angel of the Lord encampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them." Psa. 34:7.
■Br. Kenneth E. Glaze (Essex Co Op Apt. 1101, 1000 Franklin
Ave., Baltimore, MD 21221-3530) had corrective surgery February
26 because of near blindness in his right eye. Twelve days later he
had cataract surgery on the other eye. Thankfully, Br. Kenneth can
now see to read and study God's wonderful plan.
■Sr. Mary Beth Swigart (661 E 100 South, Apt. 212, Salt Lake
City, UT 84102) expenenced difficulties when part of a cataract fell
back into her eye during surgery. It was successfully extracted
March 9. She received follow-up care at an assisted living facility,
her residence the last two years. She fondly remembers conventions
and traveling to Greece and Turkey with the brethren. Isolated, she
appreciates receiving cards from the brethren, though she is unable
to reply, as is her heart's desire.
■Sr. June McNatt (4602 Weldin Rd.,
Wilmington, DE 19803) fell December 31 and
broke her left hip, necessitating surgery. She is
thankful for the progress made and the return
to activity. Sr. June feels blessed for the
lessons in sympathy and appreciation of the
brethren.
■Br. Andy and Sr. Gloria Bouchard (275 Long Hill Rd, Andover, CT
06232, e-mail- AndGloBouch2@aol.com) are bereaved by the death of
their grandson Jesse Valente, February 25. Jesse was 25 years old and
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are looking for a place that is big enough to hold this crowd.
Meanwhile, the first follow-up meetings in Tirupati were also
successful. It was on February 7, 8 that nearly three hundred people
attended each day. The subject was "How to Study the Bible" part
one and two. We had another follow-up on the February 29 in a
different location. About two hundred people attended. Some people
missed our posts and would be confused if we change the place often.
We were looking for a place where we can have it regularly. The Lord
guided us to such a place and we started having the follow-up every
Wednesday since February 12.
We are so thankful to all the brethren that prayed and helped to
take the Harvest Message to yet two more cities in India. It would
never have been possible without united sacrifice and effort of so
many fellow members of the one body. The Lord rewarded this small
sacrifice by touching these thousands of people with the Present
Truth. Lord willing, in about one year, we will have two more Bible
Students ecclesias in these two new cities. Please continue to pray
for the follow-up meetings in these places. ❑

died suddenly Br. Andy and Sr. Gloria brought Jesse to meetings
and the East Coast Youth Camp in his childhood. Br. Dan Slivinsky
gave a Truth witness to a large gathering of family and friends.
■Br. Tom Gilbert (1206 S. Falcon Ct., Middleton, WI 53562, email: tomjang @aol.com) is grieved by the death of his father Arthur
from a heart attack on January 10 at age 84.
Providentially, Br. Tom was just a two-hour
drive away when he received the news, rather
than a seven-hour drive if he had been home.
When newly consecrated in 1970, Br. Tom's
relationship with his father was put to the test.
He informed his father, a WWII veteran, of his
decision to be a conscientious objector. Upset,
Arthur asked Br. Tom if he would be willing to talk to a minister
After much discussion and listening, Arthur came to respect and
support his son's decision. Br. Tom writes, "Jan, I, Eric and Aaron,
were deeply touched by the support of thebrethren who came to the
Sunday visitation and the next day to the funeral. What a rich gift
their presence was to us! Many brethren also blessed us with cards
and e-mail messages. We thank each one of you."
■Br. Al Lewis (690 Trap Road, Columbia Falls, MT 59912, e-mail:
dmarie@in-tch.com) has fallen several times due to problems of
imbalance. In a recent fall, he tore his rotator cuff and injured his left
arm. Test in preparation for surgery showed three badly clogged
arteries in his heart. It appeared that he needed bypass surgery as
well. However, an angiogram performed on January 19 indicated the
arteries were clear. Several past surgeries, including the removal of
his right lung left scar tissue that caused his arteries to appear clogged
in the first test. Br. Al is still waiting for surgery to repair his rotator
cuff though this is risky since he is in remission for lymphoma. He and
his wife Sr. Marie, are thankful to the Lord he did not need bypass
surgery and are trusting in his direction. "Faith can firmly trust him,
come what may."
■Sr. Faye Trammell (2148 White Way, Birmingham, AL 35226)
had a stroke while undergoing an arteriogram of her carotid artery
on January 27. Her peripheral vision and short-term memory were
impaired so she is no longer able to drive. After being home a few days
she was readmitted for an emphysema attack, her third hospitalization
in less than a year. After being home for two days her husband was
See
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■The International Monetary fund reported
that the US is running up a record-breaking
foreign debt that threatens the financial
stability of the global economy. The IMF
warned that the US net financial obligation to
the rest of the world could equal forty percent
of its total economy in just a few years. NY
Times — 1/8/2004
■Libya' s renunciation of nuclear, chemical,
and biological weapons promises sweeping
global changes with Syria's WMD foremost
in US sights. Arab nations insist that Israel
must also forego its nuclear weapons, with
experts estimating it has 200 warheads. Iran's
nuclear program is drawing the scrutiny of
the world community as well. Washington
and London believe Libya's decision was a
direct consequence of the American-led
invasion of Iraq. Yahoo News — 12/21/2003
■Senior aides to President Bush are
debating what the US should do about
Syria's stepping up of support to terror
groups and allowing anti-American
insurgents into Iraq. Defense officials are
pushing for military action short of an

World News Briefs

invasion. White House and State
Department officials and the Joint Chiefs are
opposed because much of the US military is
tied down in Iraq. Miami Herald— 1/12/2004
■The jobless recovery is unlike anything the
American economy has ever seen 2 5 million
factory jobs have been lost since the
economic upturn began. Between 1995 and
2002 22 million factory jobs disappeared
worldwide. Even China lost 15 percent of its
manufacturing work force. At the same time
global industrial output rose more than thirty
percent. In the 1990s China was the world's
workshop, now India is becoming the
world's back office with companies hiring
skilled Indian workers at 10 to 20% of the
costs in America. In 48 of 50 states low wage
industries are replacing higher paid ones like
manufacturing, retail, financial and
information services. US News — 2/9/2004
■The number of Jews and Arabs living in
Jerusalem will be the same within 20 years.
Currently Arabs make up nearly one-third of
Jerusalem's 680,000 residences. Jerusalem's
Arab population is growing at a rate more

than three times that of the Jewish
population. Cheaper housing and better
jobs, rather than terrorism, are the primary
reasons cited by people who left the city.
Since 1967 nearly twenty two percent of
Palestinian terrorist attacks occurred in
Jerusalem. Jerusalem Post — 12/16/2003
■The third year of fighting between Israelis
and Palestinians saw a decline in the number
of people killed by more than half the number
of those killed in 2002. Experts believe that
the Israeli army's preemptive sweeps,
reoccupation of Palestinian areas, and the
building of the security fence have all
contributed to the reduction. Associated
Press — 12/20/2003
■Israel is exploring the possibility of turning
over a small strip of Gaza to Egypt. The
corridor currently separates Palestinian
controlled territory from Egypt. The rationale
is that an Israeli withdrawal from Gaza will
empower Islamic fundamentalists and
influence Egypt's own fundamentalists
unless the land is transferred to Egyptian
control. Jerusalem Post — 2/26/2004

European Union Partners with Churches?

■ Leaders of the Conference of European

Churches lamented the failure of
politicians to reach agreement on a
constitution for the European Union.
Talks on the European Union constitution
at a summit in Brussels last weekend broke

down over the voting rights that member
states will have after the European body
expands from 15 to 25 members in May.
The CEC press release stated that "European integration must be a process which has
a human face and is based on common values

and principles. It is our hope that ... further
effort to find an acceptable solution will
continue and the churches will be
recognised by the European Union as a
responsible partner for dialogue." ENI
❑
—12/19/20 3

Religious Currents
MA new grouping of churches that would
widen ecumenical dialogue within the United
States is expected to be launched in 2005. The
new alliance, to be called Christian Churches
Together in the USA, would be the first
formal group to include representatives of
Protestant, Episcopal (Anglican) Roman
Catholic, Pentecostal, Evangelical, Orthodox
and predominantly African-American
denominations. ENI — 1/28/2004
■Forty percent of the 363 mosques in Israel
are headed by fundamentalist imams. The
number of mosques has grown dramatically
in 15 years from 80 to 240 indicating a return
to religious roots by Israeli Arab Muslims.
Jerusalem Post — 12/12/2003
■The Jehovah's Witnesses have gained
ground in Poland while the predominant
Roman Catholic Church lost members, new
data show. More than 120,000 Poles are now
Jehovah's Witnesses, compared to 79,000

belonging to the country's largest Protestant
denomination. During the 1990s, the
proportion of Catholics fell from 95 to 90
percent of Poland's 38.6 million people.
ENI — 2/27/2004
MA new survey by Barna research Groups
shows that only fifty one percent of
American Protestant pastors have a biblical
worldview. The study defined "biblical
world view" to include beliefs in absolute
moral truth as defined in scripture, accuracy
of the Bible, sinless nature of Jesus, literal
existence of Satan, omnipotence and
omniscience of God, salvation by grace alone
and personal responsibility to evangelize.
An earlier study indicated that only seven
percent of American Protestants have a
biblical worldview. Agape Press — 2004
■John Kerry's political positions on
abortion have so upset his church that at
least three Roman Catholic bishops have told

him not to participate in the sacrament of
Holy communion ENI — 2/18/2004
■The Church of England's governing
synod rebuffed a move to accept the Pope's
primacy and infallibility. The proposal was
made in The Gift of Authority, a report by the
Anglican-Roman Catholic International
Commission, which said the Pope's teaching
authority was "a gift to be received by all the
churches". The synod overwhelmingly
approved a motion asking the commission to
do further work on The Gift of Authority.
ENI — 2/17/2004
■Facing financial difficulties, the Church of
England is ready to sell historic bishops'
houses and palaces, some of them hundreds
of years old, if they do not meet strict
economic targets. "Each house will be
assessed to determine its development and
income potential," said the Anglican Church
Commissioners. ENI— 1/19/2004 ❑
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Conventions
"In thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore." Psa. 16:11

May 1, 2 Detroit, MI. The Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit Annual. Five speakers. Crestwood High
School, 1501 N. Beech Daly, Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 Class
Secretary: Nancy Hummel. Phone: (248) 486-6357. E-mail:
j7Hummel@Peoplepc.com
May 1, 2 Hartford, CT. Hartford Bible Students. Tastebuds Banquet
Facility, East Hartford, CT. Four speakers. For information contact:
Janice Slivinsky Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail: Djslivinsky@cs.com
May 29, 30 Seattle, WA. Puget Sound Bible Students, 3rd Annual
Topical Study Weekend Convention. Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport,
3000 S. 176th St., Seattle, WA 98188. Phone: (800) 252-7466 or (206)
242-0200. Four speakers. For programs or information contact the
Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren. Phone: (425) 742-4439. E-mail:
palm2520@earthlink.net or contact Convention Chairman: Dan
Beard. Phone: (253) 943-3730. E-mail: djbeard@nventure.com
June 5, 6 Hope, IN. Hope Indiana Bible Students 19th Annual. New
Location: Holiday Lane, 1-65 and State Rd. 44, Exit 90, Franklin, IN.
For information contact the Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th
Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812)378-9757. E-mail:
schastain @ tls.net
June 5, 6 Waterbury, CT. Waterbury Bible Students. Saturday
afternoon at Morris. Sunday at the Litchfield Fire House, Litchfield.
For information contact the Secretary: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis,
Waterbury Bible Students, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 067211494. Phone: (860)567-0109. E-mail: Tsimonis @aol.com
June 19, 20 East Stroudsburg, PA. Allentown Bible Students
Convention. East Stroudsburg University, East Stroudsburg, PA.
Five speakers. For programs or information contact the Secretary:
Sylvia Yanalko, 820 St. Paul Street, Whitehall, PA 18052. Phone: (610)
264-3550. E-Mail: arcesc1874@chilitech.net

Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 424-8372. E-mail:
celeste.ostry@verizon.net
July 21-25 Greencastle, IN. Indiana-Ohio Bible Students Ecclesias'
Convention. DePauw University located in Greencastle, IN.
Convention Registration and information contact: Todd Alexander,
5463 Eaglesnest Dr., Westerville, OH 43081. Phone: (614) 891-1181,
Cell Phone: (614) 519-8282. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com
June 25-27 Salem, OR. Salem Bible Students Annual. South Salem
Senior Center, 6450 Fairway Ave. SE, Salem, OR. For information
or accommodations contact: Mrs. Jerry Andrus, 3105 Inland Drive
S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 363-9550. E-mail:
jerryandrus @comcast.net
August 27-29 Portland, OR. Portland Area Bible Students Study
Convention: "Right Habits of Thought" (R4826) and "David as a
picture of our Lord." Collins Retreat, Sandy, OR. Six speakers.
Accommodations contact: Sr. Sharon Leslie, 10034 SW 52nd Ave.,
Portland, OR 97219. Phone: (503)246-6094. E-Mail:
nwgrami@comcast.net
September 4, 5 Glen Ellyn, IL. West Suburban Bible Students,
Labor Day Convention. Super 8 Motel, Park Blvd., and Roosevelt
Rd., Glen Ellyn, IL. Six speakers. Accommodations Coordinator:
Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa Park IL 60181.
Phone : (630)833-7110.
September 25, 26 Piqua, OH. Miami Valley Bible Students Annual.
Upper Valley JVS, 811 Career Dr., Piqua, OH 45356. For information
contact the Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 1766 Simes Road, Sidney,
OH 45365. Phone (937) 492-8610. E-mail: peddemors@erinet.com

July 3-5 New Brunswick, NJ. Bible Students Congregation of New
Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison, NJ.
Seven Speakers. Secretary: Sr. Celeste Ostry, 19 Park Ave., Green

December 4 Onireke, Ibadan, Nigeria. Ecclesia of Nigeria Bible
Students Annual Thanksgiving Convention. Obatej (WES) Schools,
Nursery and Primary, No. 4 Oba Akenzua Crescent, Onireke, Ibadan,
Oyo State, Nigeria. For information contact: Cajetan 0. Egbu, No. 2
Darlington St., Mokola, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria. E-mail:
egbucajetan@yahoo.com

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his
reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the
truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows
and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High
Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sinoffering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 1874
(Acts 3:19-21).

Afflicted From page 13

admitted to the hospital. Sr. Faye and her daughter Sr. Ginger
Fantacone, consecrated last year and see God's wisdom and power
in this experience. They thank the Lord for being with them, for
without him they never would have endured. Everyday they long for
the Kingdom.

■ Sr. Barbara Janczuk (49 Sheraton Crescent, Ferntree Gully,
Victoria 3156 Australia, e-mail: richard@janczuk.com) had her second
surgery for a brain tumor January 3. Her first surgery, five years ago,
required chemo and radiation therapy afterwards. The tumor which
was never completely removed, grew. Sr. Barbara and her husband
Br. Richard are aware that God knows what is best for them and leave
the outcome in his loving hands. (Psa. 131) They request, "your

prayers especially that their faith be strengthened and not weakened
through this experience."

■ Sr. Ginger Brann (1131-115 StSWN-1, Everett, WA 98204, e-mail:
Brannx@earthlink.net) has been informed
that her leukemia is spreading even though she
received a stem cell transplant in the autumn of
2002. She and her husband Br. Michael thank
all of the brethren for their prayers, love and
compassion (Heb. 6:10). Their faith in the
"exceeding great and promises" have been a
wonderful source of strength and comfort. ❑
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of
convention listings for publication. News items should be verified before
submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
▪ . that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
▪ . that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise.. 35.

