
Free Mc 'e at the F'o lar Room Theatre 

Bible Prophecy/  
God's Peace Plan for the llidd le Fast 
Why is Israel one of the most 
hotly debated topics in the 
world? Bible prophecy predicted 
today's headlines about this tiny 
nation over 3000 years ago. 

See Israel's dynamic history 
march across the screen in living color. 

See Israel's rebirth out of the ashes of the Holocaust—
a miracle that defies history. 

See the miraculous fulfillment of Bible prophecy 
that marks us in End-Times, 

See exciting archaeological discoveries that confirm 
Israel's historic right to the Land. 

Man-made roadmaps will fall. 
But God's peace for the Middle East will succeed, 

ushering in worldwide peace, prosperity and happiness. 

It will happen! 

"Immensely entertaining." "Educational." 
"Exciting and Inspiring." 

en, just ,0111C of the reviews. 

Sponsored by CHIL R I Chostiaos for Isrant's Biblical Land Rights) 

See our website—ciblr.com  

I 

eve set watchmen upon y wa s, • rust* m; 	c 
shall never hold their peace day nor night: ye that make mention 
of the LORD, keep not silence, And give him no rest, till he establish, 
and till he make Jerusatern a praise in the earth. 
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Proclaiming the Gospel 

Ad used for Israel theater presentation 

Greetings in the Lord 

We thank the heavenly Father for the 
brethren making financial contributions in 
response to the Lords Will Sought 
announcement in the fall issue. Your 
generosity and kind words are an assurance 
it is the Lord's will that we continue. 

"The year that hath left us, so silently shod, 
Has carried its records of earth unto God. 
How strange was its mingling of bitter and 

sweet 
Its trials how heavy, its pleasures how fleet; 

How often its mercies surprised us, unsought; 
How frequent the gifts to our hands, it brought; 

A Happy New Year to the aged, who wait 
Till the Lord opens wide the Paradise gate. 

A Happy New Year to those who have learned 
How rich the rewards which labor has earned. 
And a Happy New Year to the weary, who cling 
Through suffering and pain to the cross of the 

King." 
Excerpt R1174 

Bible Students generally have a common 
goal of sharing the gospel of the Kingdom 
of God. In this article we feature a few of the 
various methods and efforts being used in 
declaring to the world this wonderful and 
exciting good news. "How beautiful are the 
feet of him..." Ed 

The New Brunswick (NJ) class held a public 
meeting on Sunday, November 16 in a local 
theatre featuring a newly produced Israel 
video for Christians entitled "Israel 
Fulfilling Bible Prophecy—God's Peace 
Plan for the Middle East." Projection was 
dynamic on the theatre's large screen. Over 
150 attended the showing of the advertised 
Christian message. Jesus' Ransom sacrifice 
and the two salvations were clearly 
presented. 

The son 
of the Jew-
ish man 
who owns 
the theatre 
w a s 
amazed at 
the profes-
sionalism 
of the 
video. His 
mother was 
so im-
pressed 
that she 
wanted her L,` Rabbi to po' 
view 	it. 
Other Jews 
attending 
enjoyed the 
presenta-
tion. When 
the Jews 
know ahead 
of time that 
it is a Chris-
tian message, they do not feel we are trying 
to convert them. 

Seventy-two left their names and ad-
dresses requesting the free booklet "The 
Israeli-Arab Peace Process and Bible Proph-
ecy." Thirteen requested a showing of the 
video for their churches. Fifty percent of 

Protestants are now born-again Christians 
and some are extremely interested in proph-
ecies being fulfilled in Israel, including Israel' s 
land rights. The number that came to the 
showing, we believe, was due to the advertis-
ing and the community to which it was di-
rected. 

We believe we have a biblical commission 
to preach the two salvations and publicly 
state Israel's biblical rights without condon-
ing everything Israel is doing. The video is 
very effective in doing both of these. 

Any class interested in using this video 
for a public meeting is invited to contact us. 
We will work with them on the advertising 
and provide the projection equipment if nec-
essary. A video website devoted solely to 
stimulating interest in public attendance at 

the showings is —www.ciblr.com  [Christians 
for Israel's Biblical Land Rights.] 

Copies of the video are available for $10 
with postage paid. Address all inquiries to 
Kenneth Rawson, 60 Jersey Avenue, Edison, 
NJ 08820, ore-mail KWRPeace@aol.com . 

See Proclaiming 12 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"But thou, 0 LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head."Psa. 3:3 

■Br. Mitchell Blicharz (104 Vista Del Monte Los Gatos, CA 
95030) had triple bypass open-heart surgery November 20. His 
recovery is progressing exceptionally well for his 80 years. His wife 
Sr. Becky and family appreciate the support of the brethren. They are 
resting in the Lord's strength and overruling providences. 

■Sr. Hazel McClellan (15510 E. Country Rd. 
800 N., Hope, IN 47246, e-mail: 
ahmccle11874  @ tls.net) is recovering at home 
from low back surgery November 19 to remove 
a small tumor. Her doctor said it would have 
crippled her. She is thankful for the test of 
faith and has peace in the Lord that whatever 
His will she would accept. Songs in the Night 
January 31. 

■Br. David Brown (1411 2nd St., Wenatchee, WA 98801, e-mail: 
brownie  @nwi.net) is mourning the loss of his mother Ruth who died 
at age 89 on October 18. The only consecrated member of his family, 
he is comforted by the blessed hope of the resurrection for all 
mankind. He appreciates the loving concern and prayers of the 
brethren. 

■Sr. Martha Mull (1451 Marlin Ave., Grand Rapids, MI 49504) had 
knee replacement surgery November 3. This is her fourth knee 
surgery in the past 11 years— a test of patience. Her faith and joy in 
the Lord remains strong and steadfast while enduring the pain of 
recovery and rehabilitation. 

▪ Tom & Sr. Kathleen Moore (Plumbago Canyon Ranch, 150 
Sybille Rd., Bosler, WY 82051) are mourning the October 27 loss of 
Br. Tom's son Todd at age 35. His death was the result of debilitating 
injuries—including brain damage suffered from a motorcycle 
accident ten years ago. The Moores would appreciate an interest in 
the brethren's prayers to bear their sorrow. "The whole creation 
groaneth and travaileth in pain together." Romans 822 

■Sr. Patty Nicodemus ( P.O. Box 725, Kremmling, CO 80459) had a 
stroke September 19 affecting her left side. 
While progressing in therapy, she learned to 
use a walker and a cane but she had a set back 
in December. She contracted the flu after 
visiting a mobile MRI unit. She is home now and 
is slowly progressing with the help of a visiting 
therapist. She would especially appreciate 
hearing from the brethren. 

IIBrJohn Forsythe (4840 Towne South Rd., St. Louis, MO 63128, e-
mail: BroJohnF@  sbcglobal.net) was diagnosed with an irregular 
heartbeat while anticipating retina surgery. Doctors installed a 
pacemaker October 29, which corrected the problem. Additionally, 
Br. John and Sr. Dolores, his wife, are concerned with the condition 
of a grandson (hospitalized for seizures) and an 89-year old mother 
in the final stages of a terminal illness. They leave all in the Lord's 
hands to work according to his will. 

■Sr. Aleine McCasland (108 Clark Rd. Lot # 70, Naugatuck, CT 
06770) fell in early October six months after hip surgery. She shattered 
the tibia bone in her leg, broke her collar bone and damaged her ribs. 
She needs the prayers of the brethren for "hupomonee" [R2791] 
patience during the long rehabilitation. 

■ r. Gerry Jurd (17737 E. Benbow St., Covina, CA 91722) entered 
the hospital in mid-October for abdominal surgery to remove 
adhesions from a colon cancer surgery in March. The planned four-
hour surgery took nine hours. Post surgical complications required 
a hospital stay for over ten weeks. She is home now and doing well 
though saddened by the death sister Sr. Adeanne Foss. See Deaths. 
Her daughter Sr. Nancy, is touched by her mother's experience. They 
welcome and appreciate the prayers and cards of the brethren. 

■Sr. Gloria Carpenter (3216 Cheval Way, 
Louisville, KY 40299) had hip replacement 
surgery September 30. During surgery a nerve 
was damaged making her unable to raise her 
foot. This painful ordeal will last until the nerve 
grows and repairs itself. Sr. Gloria is learning 
many lessons while remaining dependent on 
the Lord and others. 

■Br. Joseph Panucci (303 Adams Lake Blvd., Atlanta, GA 30080) 
had heart bypass surgery October 7 although an EKG a week before 
showed no signs of problems. He and his wife Sr. Lucy enjoy studying 
with 15 others in Atlanta. This helps them continue to "set their 
affections on things above." 

■Sr. Ann Cole (27463 Dillards Rd., Laurel, DE 19956) had a partial hip 
replacement September 30 correcting a problem that began with a fall 
last February. The surgery in February was performed incorrectly 
causing necrosis of the bone, muscle and tissue. Suffering these 
many months, Sr. Ann still faces knee surgery in January and a slow 
rehabilitation. As she has just begun to "fight the good fight of faith" 
this past year, she needs the prayers of the brethren to stay strong 
in the Lord. 

■Sr. Anna Tomic (6 Gary Ct., Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 ) and Sr. Joyce 
Bateman (46 South Triangle Rd., Hillsborough, NJ 08844, e-mail: 
eeglewing @aol.com) were unavoidably struck 
head-on by a drunk driver after leaving the 
midweek meeting October 29. During the first 
critical days after the accident, uncertainty 
prevailed as to the survival of these two sisters. 
Sr. Anna is pictured in her hospital bed on the 
right with her granddaughter Rachel. 

Sr. Anna's injuries include broken ribs, a 
collapsed lung, fractured sternum and vertebrae. She was unable to 
breathe without the help of a ventilator. Being 80 years of age her 
recovery is slow but she continues to stabilize. 

Sr. Joyce had a collapsed lung, broken ribs, broken ankle and 
crushed legs. The injuries to her legs were 
magnified due to previous surgeries in which 
her knees where replaced with titanium. Upon 
impact, the titanium mangled the bone. Her 
doctors are uncertain about the best way to 
repair her legs. Her bones have not been set, 
making it impossible for her to stand or sit in a 
wheelchair. Her lupus and rheumatoid arthritis 

have also slowed her progress. Sr. Joyce is pictured from her hospital 
bed on the left. 

Both sisters live with daily pain and have a long recovery to face. 
They are submissive to the Lord's will knowing he could have 
prevented the accident if he saw best. The blessing of this travail is 

See Afflicted page 15 
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Entered Into Rest 
"Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."Luke 12:32 

■Br. John Guzick age 77, of the South Steubenville Bible Students 
died suddenly of a heart attack December 1. Raised in the home of 

consecrated parents, Br. John knew 
his family prayed for him while he was 
in combat during WWII. With death 
all around, the Lord spared his life and 
he never had to take a life. His faith 
rose above the deep experiences of 
his life, including the lasting memory 
of the war (see Our Brethren Speak), 
witnessing a younger sister drown 
while being unable to help and the 
death of his daughter in a tragic 
accident. These experiences lead him 
to witness actively to others "by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are 
comforted"2 Cor. 1:4 He is survived 

by two sons, Richard (3432 Hidden Meadow Dr., Fairfax, VA 22033) 
and Mark (204 York Rd., Ranson, WV 25438) four grandchildren, one 
sister, Sr. Frances Morgan (see Afflicted) and many nieces and 
nephews some of which are consecrated. He was preceded in death 
by his wife Sr. Elayne, his daughter Shirley; three brothers and six 
sisters. Br. Wesley Cramer delivered his final witness to those 
assembled on December 6 in Charleroi, PA. 

■Br. David Jambor, an elder of the Metropolitan Detroit Bible 
Students Ecclesia, entered into rest December 16 at age 49 after a five-
month struggle against lymphocystic leukemia. He was exposed to 
the Truth through his mother Sr. Esther when the family attended the 
New Brunswick Ecclesia. The logic of the Divine Plan appealed to Br. 
David's inquiring mind. Educated in Ancient Greek and Hebrew he 
often assisted the brethren with questions on the intricacies of 
Scriptural translations. Traveling for business to China, Br. David 
was inspired to make an additional trip dedicated solely to passing 
out Truth literature and to determine if anyone was familiar with the 
"Chart of the Ages." (The details of his trip were highlighted in the 
1993 Winter Issue of the Newsletter.) During the 31 years of Br. 
David's consecration he met with brethren in Louisiana, Florida and 
England. He will be missed for his kind and gentle disposition. 

He is survived by his wife of 23 years, Sr. Suzanne (6769 Spruce 
Dr., Bloomfield, MI48301, e-mail: Suzannejam@  aol.com) 4 children; 
Yolon, Dwight, Bree and Taisia; and two brothers, William and 
Robert. Br. Randy Gowryluk conducted his funeral witness Decem-
ber 20 to the 125 present. 

■Br. Simon (Sam) Krystek age 86, entered into rest November 13 
after suffering several years with 
Alzheimer's disease. He learned the 
Truth from his mother Sr. Josephina 
while growing up in Gary, IN and 
consecrated in 1938. A member of the 
Los Angeles Ecclesia for over 45 
years he had also served there as an 
elder. He is survived by his loving wife 
of nearly 60 years, Sr. Jean (10014 
Karmont Ave., South Gate, CA 90279) 
as well as their daughter Sr. Pam Niles 
of Valparaiso, IN and two 
granddaughters, Samantha and 
Kimberly. At his request there was no 
funeral service. 

II Sr. Edith Nolen died of congestive heart failure on October 15 at 
age 93. One of ten children reared on an Oklahoma farm, she received 
the common education of the day in a one room school. While living 
in Colorado a previous acquaintance shared Truth literature with her. 
She decided to lay her all on the alter of sacrifice in 1960 and was 
immersed at a Denver convention. She is survived by her daughter 
Billie (1230 Bon Ave., Casper WY 82609), five grandchildren, ten 
great-grandchildren and four great-great grandchildren. Br. Tom 
Moore gave her funeral witness October 17 in Casper, WY where she 
lived since her husband's death in 1990. 

■Sr. Charlotte Montigary age 62, of the Clinton, (CT) Ecclesia 
entered into rest September 29 after patiently suffering more than six 
years with cancer. As her condition deteriorated the Lord provided 
for her care through her sister in California. Sr. Charlotte first heard 
the Truth about 30 years ago while working with Sr. Laura Kelsey at 
a Brooklyn hospital. Sr. Charlotte is survived by a son, a daughter, 
two sisters and a brother. 

■Sr. Wanda Hrechuk finished her earthly course on December 24, 
at the age of 79. She had attended the Winnipeg Ukrainian Ecclesia 
since her consecration in the early 
1950s. In later years she attended the 
English ecclesia meetings as well. 
Throughout her consecrated walk, 
she was faithful in attending three 
meetings a week. In addition, she was 
able to travel extensively throughout 
western Canada with Br. Walter 
visiting isolated brethren. 

Sr. Wanda learned Polish as a child, 
and when she started attending meet-
ings she taught herself to read Ukrai-
nian, as the meetings were conducted 
in both the Polish and Ukrainian lan-
guages. In time she became suffi-
ciently skilled to help type and proofread "Zorinnia," the journal of 
Reprint articles in the Ukrainian language that the class published 
every two months. With the fall of Communism in 1989, the brethren 
saw a need to translate all of the Volumes into Ukrainian and she was 
also able to help with this work. 

Sr. Wanda suffered her third heart attack in September and was 
never well enough to leave the hospital, where she passed away 
peacefully. Her funeral service was conducted by Br. Frank Boychuk 
on December 30. 

She is survived by her husband Br. Walter (22 Streilein Crescent, 
Winnipeg, MB R2P 1R3, Canada) and her children, Br. David and Sr. 
Debbie Wiggins. 

• Sr. Viola Perry of Clear Lake, CA died from complications of a cold 
one-week short of her 92 birthday. She learned the Truth in her sixties 
from her piano teacher Sr. Hazel Parker. The only two Bible Students 
in their area, they expressed their love for the Lord in their warm 
hospitality. Visiting brethren enjoyed the aroma of their loving 
sacrifices long after they departed. Her niece Arlene Ellelsen (1131 
Ruth Dr., San Jose, CA 95125) arranged for a graveside service on 
December 1. 

■Sr. Alice Houlmont age 70, of the Grand Rapids, (MI) Bible 
Students died unexpectedly of heart failure October 15. She heard the 

See Deaths page 9 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"0 Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall spew forth thy praise." Psa. 51:15 

Testimonies at West Suburban, IL August 31 

Zion Heard and was Glad 
Sr. Ruth Burns, Northwest Indiana Bible Students 
"...The one text that stuck with me during the discourses today was 
in Psalms: 'Zion heard and was glad. ' When we go to a convention 

we never know what we are going to be blessed 
with and coming here it was a special blessing 
to see the Toronto friends who we have known 
for about six or seven years. The Lord is with 
us through changing experiences. Sometimes 
I look in the house and see a wheelchair, a leg 
brace—and think of all the changes they 
bring—but the Lord is with us! And the fact 

that we are here today is evidence of that I thank the Lord and I pray 
for you." 

Compensating Experiences 
Sr. Janice Slivinsky, Hartford (CT) Bible Students 
"...I am especially thankful to be here, since I have not been able to 
leave home very much lately because of some responsibilities... Br. 
Dan's sister needs a lot of care, so someone has to be there... 

"I want to join in the rejoicing for the 9/11 showing that is coming 
up here in Chicago. We feel we had a small part in it—since it started 
in Hartford and was such a blessing. We had some wonderful results 
from it. It was uplifting tracting for this meeting and finding interested 
and receptive people. They would glance at it, take an interest and 
then thank you for it. Because of the showing, a family of four has 
been meeting with the Hartford class. 

"In the trials and difficulties that we all have, the Lord always gives 
us these compensating experiences. My experience this last year has 
been how he has increased the home ecclesia activities through new 
interest and how exciting and heart-encouraging it is. It has been 
lovely having this family of four. We have witnessed the Truth 
opening up to them and we also have a lady who has started meeting 
with us regularly. She has gone through all the systems looking for 
the Truth. She recognizes our message for the Truth and cannot put 
the Volumes down. I feel the Lord gives these extra blessings when 
our trials get heavy. I do want to publicly thank him for his loving 
kindness and tender mercies toward us." 

Anticipating Public Witness 
Sr. Violet Jurek, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"... Our class is looking forward to the coming witness on 9/11. My 
own experiences have been that when I have tried to give out the 

tracts ahead of time I get a surprisingly good 
response. For instance, I went to the eye doctor 
and gave him the tract with a picture of Alex 
Loutsky on it. He took it out of the room to show 
it to the other doctor. I had about three different 
experiences this past week along that same line 
and I thought, 'Wow, there are going to be a lot 
of people at that meeting.' So, pray for our 

brethren. This is the next thing we are looking forward to." 

Prefer Being with the Brethren 
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest Indiana Bible Students 
"...We would like to give praise to the heavenly Father for his 
overruling providence for us. Since this last convention, much has 
transpired in our lives with our physical needs that we need to take 
care of to keep ourselves going. We could very easily stay home and 

have good cause for that but we prefer being with the brethren. We 
have been much blessed this year with the new interest in our class 
and trying to be a blessing to them. With all of our experiences, we 
do thank the heavenly Father for giving us the necessary strength to 
overcome in order to attend as many conventions as we can to receive 
the spiritual lessons. We ask an interest in your prayers that we 
remain faithful—and pray you do the same." 

"Shaping Current Events. . ." 
Sr. Molly Heidelbach, Milwaukee (WI) Bible Students 
"...We are very thankful for all the blessings and the prayers of the 
saints. We are also thankful for the letters we get from the friends and 
for the audios and videos that we enjoy daily. 
We were at this convention in 1993 in our home. 
At that time, the testimonies were popcorn 
testimonies and I remember the chairman 
making a phone call to Sr. Jane Canell and as 
everyone was comforting her and singing, 
`Blest Be The Tie That Binds,' it made us cry. 
Some of the brethren at that convention were: 
Br. John and Sr. Elsie Peters, Br. Ed Lorenz, Sr. Marguerite Alfano and 
Br. Ed Beard, who are all now beyond the veil—shaping current 
events. 

"We had a State Fair booth this year which lasted 11 days. There 
were 80 Divine Plan of the Ages distributed as well as 2,200 booklets 
— all given free. The friends had a delightful time presenting Present 
Harvest Truth to the public. The booklet, 'How to Study the Bible and 
Have it Make Sense' seemed to be very popular. We ask an interest 
in your prayers. We are going into a 'valley' now and we need your 
prayers and thank you for them. We love each and every one of you." 

Reaching for the Mark 
Sr. Linda Larson, Chicago (IL) Bible Students 
"...During the intermission, Sr. Nancy Machacek and I were talking 
about how living the Christian life is like a dialogue between the Father 
and ourselves. I was just reviewing that since 
my father's 'change,' the first of June, what the 
Lord has been doing for us. As all of you know, 
just a month later my cousin was murdered and 
I was grateful that having just had the 
experience of bereavement I had some insight 
on how to comfort my cousins I was grateful 
to know there was something I could do to be 
a blessing. I would ask a continued interest in prayer for that family 
Sr. Dorothy Beard— the mother of the victim— has fallen and broken 
her hip. Now, my cousin, Sr. Arlene Bataglea is somewhat 
overwhelmed with the responsibilities of her care. Sr. Dorothy is 
suffering tremendously from the effects of the medication, surgery 
and her own grief. It is plain to see, how the Lord continues to work 
back and forth with a little information and then an experience. 

"One of the great pleasures I have had this year has been reading 
straight through the Reprints. One of the articles that tickled me this 
week was on the scripture that we reach for the mark of the prize of 
the high calling. The emphasis being on the mark, not for the high 
calling itself. It was just a point that really hit home ....We reach for 
that character that will grant us the prize. My meditations this week 
have been along the lines of what I lack yet in reaching that mark and 
what I still need to run. It has been a blessing to analyze and I am sure 
my experiences now will be along those lines—because that is how 
the Lord deals with us..." 
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Thankful for Experience 
Br. Eugene Bums, Northwest Indiana Bible Students 
"...I want to take the opportunity to express my appreciation for the 
privilege of being here and also to thank all the brethren for the cards, 
well wishes and prayers they have offered on my behalf. I appreciate 
that. It is good to know that the brethren care for you and pray for 
you. I remember meeting Br. Woodworth on his sick bed, before he 
died. He said to me, 'Being old is not for sissies.' At the time, it 
sounded strange but I appreciated what he meant by it. Getting older 
myself, I am finding that is true. The past six months has been a 
different experience for me. Not terribly painful but very limiting. One 
day I woke up and found that I was only able to do half of what I did 
before—and it is four times as hard to do. I am thankful for the 
experience and am able to keep active anyway. It is a different form 
of life for me and the family I can see the Lord's hand in it and 
therefore I rejoice in the experience. I ask a continued interest in your 
prayers. I have appreciated the convention and the talks today. It 
is kind of refreshing to get out to hear and share blessings with the 
Lord's people. This has been a good day for me." 

Testimonies at Ft. Worth, TX September 23-29 

Beautiful Truth 
Br. Edgar Buckley, Jackson (MI) Bible Students 

"...What I love about the Ft. Worth Convention 
4 is the balance between discourses and studies. I 

also enjoy the topical studies with themes like 
"the first day," and when you go through it all 
there is even more to learn. You cannot learn it all 
but it is all precious and I rejoice in it...it is a 
beautiful Truth..." 

A Hymn to Replace an Evil Thought 
Sr. Jean Orr, Salem, South Carolina 
"I know I have testified every time but please forgive me because 
being isolated for 35 years, I do not have many opportunities to stand 
up for the Lord... Knowing that God knows my heart—excuse me if 
I seem overexuberant sometimes—it is such a thrill to be around 
brethren when you have been isolated. 

"So often when evil oppresses us, it is in the form of a thought first 
before anything else. I was talking with Br. Allen Springer the other 
night and was telling him that when a bad thought comes into my mind 
I immediately replace it with a song, 'To God Be The Glory !' Br. Allen 
told me he does the same thing. I just wanted you to know that it would 
be handy if you would pick out something that reaffirms your faith 
and every time an evil thought comes into your mind, immediately 
replace it with this good affirmation. I do not know of a better way. 
Being musically inclined, a song works well for me but if a Bible verse 
or something else works better, use what suits you! I have enjoyed 
being here so much." 

Someone Dared to Say 
Br. Liviu Constantin, Toronto (Canada) Ecclesia 
"...I am here today because someone dared to say that there are not 
three Gods but one. He also dared to say that God will not torture 
people—that the punishment for sin is death. When I heard that, it 
sounded outrageous—how can there only be one God? He kept on 
saying that there is only one God and from that point on, I started to 
inquire and find out more. I was taught by the priests that there are 
three Gods and the three are one, which is a wonderful mixture. I used 
to believe that. I argued for quite awhile with this brother, who I 
learned is a Bible Student. I did not know what that meant but I 
thought it was weird to say there is only one God and that he will not 
torture anyone. I tried to search in the Scriptures for arguments 
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against his ideas. But after awhile—getting materials from the library 
and all other sources I could think of—I realized he was right and I 
was wrong! I am glad I found out the plan of God and he is not going 
to save a handful of people and send the rest into eternal torment but 
he is a wise God and has a better plan. Now that I know his plan —
the brethren are helping me to understand more— I am so glad to find 
all of you. The love I feel here is one thing I recognize in God's people. 
It says in the Scriptures that by the love you have for one another they 
shall know you. I appreciate how you have received me in your midst. 
I have a message for you from Jude 20: `But you, dear friends, must 
continue to build your life on the foundation of your holy faith.' This 
is what I would like you to continue to do..." 

The Lord's Overruling 
Sr. Janell Porcolab, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia 
"...It is a blessing for both of us to be here. Recently (in June), Br. 
Alex started an adult foster care home in our house and we have three 
elderly people living with us. It is a full-time job 
to take care of them and I have another job outside 
the home. For relief on the weekends, we have 
someone stay at our house. We wanted to come 
to this convention as well as the Seattle 
convention next weekend, so we were trying to 
figure things out. Br. Alex has family in the area 
that also work at a care facility. I went over one 
night and asked if there was one weekend they 
could cover for us so we could go together to a convention. While 
we were talking they said, "Why don't we try for both weekends?" 
So, the Lord overruled it and they were able to stay for both weekends. 
Being here has been a blessing. We are enjoying the convention..." 

Testimonies at Huntsville, AL September 19 -21 

Blessing Come from Witnessing 
Br. Jim Cothren, North Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia 
"...I just wanted to bring the love from the on-line study we have 
every Thursday night. We were on-line this past week with 

Wenatchee, Washington. Br. Ron Palmgren, Sr. 
Virginia Palmgren and the other friends there all 
voted to send their love to the convention...It is 
great to be here and I am so thankful for all those 
immersed today, especially Br. George 
Washington and Sr. Sondra Morris. They attend 
the class with us and have been a tremendous 
blessing. Br. George did not tell you the whole 

story. He received Volume I and made the statement that he was not 
interested in reading it but because a dear friend of ours is a dear friend 
of his, he promised her he would. He finally got around to it and after 
having the Volume read to him, [Br. George is 80 years of age and 
totally blind for the past eight years] he said, 'I am hearing things I 
have heard before but I could not put them all together.' So, it was 
read to him again. He asked this lady, 'Who is there that I can have 
a meeting with to discuss these things?' She gave us a call and I called 
Br. George and told him I would be happy to come over and have a 
Bible study during the week. He said that would be fine. Well, he 
called the next day and said he wanted to come to our study that day. 
He came and has been coming ever since. It is amazing how God 
works ....God works in mysterious ways.... 

"Sondra' s husband Anthony is in Saudi Arabia now. He was the 
one in the terrible accident when the terrorists bombed the place. He 
was in the building that was blown up with people dying on each side 
of him but he came out with hardly a scratch. He lost about seven or 
eight of his co-workers. He was here this last weekend and we had 
a wonderful get-together with him He is back in Saudi Arabia and 

See Brethren page 6 
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anticipating going to Iraq. They have an underground ministry that 
he is involved in and he is getting a lot of the Truth because Sr. Sondra 
is witnessing to him at every opportunity and we are sending him 
literature—so if the Lord is dealing with him he will come along. We 
trust that God does all the calling—we are only a witness..." 

`Feast of Fat Things' 
Sr. Barbara Wilford, North Carolina 
"...I want to thank my heavenly Father for the privilege of sitting in 
the `heavenlies' with all of you and I thank Sr Jean On for bringing 
me here. I also thank all those, behind the scenes, who made this 'feast 
of fat things' possible. The discourses indeed have been a blessing. 
What a joy to see those seven brethren symbolize their full 
consecrations by water immersion. One of the seven is Sr. Jean On. 
I have had the pleasure of watching her blossom and grow in Christ. 
She has become a very serious student... Since Sr. Jean and I are 
without an ecclesia or computers — therefore without e-mail —we 
have questions that come up from time to time that we cannot take to 
a class for discussion or debate..." 

Testimonies at Piqua, OH September 27, 28 

Disappointment and His Timing 
Sr. Bethany Gray, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
"...We appreciated the privilege we have had to be involved with the 

Retirement Center in Portland, OR. Br. Jordan 
travels there three times a year and I have gone 
a few times. It has been a blessing to get to know 
the brethren there and to see how the 
organization serves the physical needs as well 
as the spiritual needs of the brethren as best 
they can. It is nice to see how the local area 
ecclesias serve the brethren ... 

"I wanted to share some of our experiences in the recent 911 
witness on line. I had a lot of lessons to learn from that... It was the 
first time the Bible Students had ever done anything like this as far 
as being on a live, on-line program. We had a lot of lessons in patience. 
Out of 2,000 people who signed up on-line to come, only 75 showed 
up. We were hoping they would have more show up in Chicago, at 
the hall, but they called and said only 15 showed up. Knowing the 
Lord overruled, I have to admit we were disappointed. We learned 
that as we put the video on-line, the people started coming back to 
the site to watch it and are now starting to respond. In this day and 
age we have to keep information out there so people can use it at their 
convenience when they are available. There have been some 
responses which we forwarded to the Chicago brethren. We have 
received approximately 100 responses, from all over the world, 
requesting literature. Over 2,000 public have watched the video thus 
far. We are thankful even though the Lord gave us that initial 
disappointment. It was his timing, not ours. We continue to have 
people watch the video and respond, which we are happy about..." 

Getting a Christmas Present 
Br. Brent Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia 
"... Sr. Jennifer and I are thankful to the Lord to be here. We have not 
been able to make it to many conventions this year. I am back in school 
and with work my evenings are taken up. I ask an interest in your 
prayers that the time I have, I will learn to use well. This is one of the 
things I am trying to learn because sometimes I do not take advantage 
of all the time I have and then when it is reduced even more, I have 
learned to use it better. I would like to thank all the speakers for the 
lessons. When I have not been to a convention in awhile, I really look 
forward to one and it has been a blessing. 

"When I think of the Miami Valley brethren, I think of the Bible 
Students Newsletter. I just want to mention how special that 

Newsletterreally is. Many times I will pick one up that is years old. 
Even if you only have a few minutes, it is always a blessing. Every 
time you see it come in the mail, it is like getting a Christmas present 
and sometimes I will be completely tired and not able to read anything 
else but I will read it from cover to cover. It is really uplifting..." 

Well Supplied 
Sr. Helen Johnson, Canonsburg (PA) 
"...I have been so blessed. This whole summer has been wonderful, 
with all the wonderful places I have been able, with the help of the Lord 
and the brethren, to travel back and forth. I am 
so appreciative of these wonderful blessings. 
Yesterday, I came with Br. Duane Cramer and 
his son and daughter-in-law, Br. Brent and Sr. 
Jennifer and we had such a blessed trip here. I 
am thankful to them and for a sister from 
Steubenville, Ohio, who transports me back 
and forth to some of the Connellsville meetings. 
I feel as though between the Miami Valley friends 
Connellsville friends I am well supplied. I want to be appreciative to 
the Lord for his love and that of the brethren. I want to remain faithful 
and ask an interest in your prayers to this end." 

New Couple in Ecclesia 
Br. Todd Alexander, Columbus (OH) Bible Students 
"...I appreciate being with the brethren today and the excitement it 
brings to talk about the Truth that we all know and love. I have had 
a lot of exciting experiences in my life lately. I will be 43 in a week and 
I feel the excitement of the power of God in my and my family's life. 
I really appreciate getting older and having the benefit of my 30s 
behind me. 

"We have a new couple coming to our ecclesia, which is exciting. 
We had seven studies in our home with them before they came to the 
meeting ...They got up from the first Bible study in our home and said, 
`This is like scales falling from our eyes.' It is exciting to see the Truth 
and life through new eyes and hearts. 

"We also had the opportunity to witness to someone in the car 
after a long business trip, which turned out to be basically a four-hour 
Bible study. I touched base with the lady yesterday and she said she 
told her mom about it. She felt the power of the divine plan and it 
seemed reasonable to her. We appreciate the power of the Truth and 
how it works in people's lives. 

"Last Saturday I was privileged to do a public meeting in Long-
mont, Colorado, on the subject of Israel. They put out 100 posters 
and three newspaper ads and we had 15 public come. The format had 
a question-and-answer session afterwards, which was lively! One 
gentleman yelled at me and walked out after he found out I was never 
in a Palestinian refugee camp. He said I was not a prophet and left. 
It was an interesting experience. It congeals the brethren when you 
have experiences like that and gives them something to rally around. 
It was amazing that the public present, who did not agree with the 
gentleman who left, were very understanding. I really appreciated 
working with the brethren in Denver... " 

On Our Toes All the Time 
Br. Dudley Chastain, Columbus (IN) Bible Students 
"...Our Lord admonished Peter, saying, "Satan desires to sift you as 
wheat," so we have to be on our toes all the time. There is something 

about the keeping power of the Lord. This goes 
back to the beginning of my childhood and the 
beginning of World War II. Though I was not 
consecrated, I know many things that did and 
did not happen to me were the keeping power 
of the Lord. It is certainly appreciated. I can 
look back on those experiences as adding to my 
faith and encouraging me. I was thinking about 



my three brothers, who were all consecrated. They were all younger 
than I and are all gone now. I wondered, Did they make their calling 
and election sure and I am still here?' It makes me think sometimes, 
that maybe I am not trying hard enough. I do not know. In 1952, Br. 
Bob Chastain and I consecrated. That was the start of my walk and 
it has been good. Sometimes I wonder how we can keep focused on 
what is ahead of us each day. I turn the television on and it is awfully 
easy to be disturbed by the sadness of children not having enough 
to eat, wars, etc. Brethren, we cannot let that sway us. We must be 
focused on our walk... 

"I remember traveling with Sr. Mary Butler Longest a lot. Piqua was 
one of the stops we generally made every year. When Sr. Mary Jane 
Burns was in the nursing home in Winchester, Indiana, we visited her, 
then came to this convention and then the next month we would travel 
to Connellsville, PA. I was thinking about all the many experiences 
we have had over the years." 

Testimonies at Connellsville, PA October 24 -26 

"Sign up as a Conscientious Objector!" 
Br. John Guzick, Charleroi (PA) 
"...I want to mention something about taking advantage of the laws 
of the land in this country—signing up as a conscientious objector. 
When I was 18 I made the mistake of not signing up and I have been 
living that mistake all these years, through the things that I had to go 
through and what I saw! In the army you are just a number, they tell 
you to do things and you cannot say no. But for the younger brethren, 
if at all possible, take advantage of the laws and sign up... During 
combat training, I was told that I was there to learn to kill—to kill them 
before they killed me. Well, I had never heard things like that before 
and it was difficult. I was with the tank corps protecting the tanks 
and seeing men getting killed and hurt, crying out for help and I could 
not do anything. It was really hard. Finally, as time went by, I started 
getting used to the things that were happening on the battlefield and 
starting to get accustomed, in a way, to the things that happened. I 
believe my mother and sisters were praying for me. I was not 
consecrated and did not know much about the Truth. 

"Finally, when I came home, I accepted the Truth and made a 
consecration. I can look back now, seeing what happened and 
wonder why I did not become a conscientious objector. For years that 
really bothered me. Then I started to see the love of the heavenly 
Father, the Truth and the brethren—and how they cared. It was very 
uplifting. I had nightmares for years but with the love of the brethren, 
listening to discourses, etc., I have been spiritually uplifted. My wife 
died a year ago and that brought back my army experiences which 
were terrible. I kept telling myself, 'I am in the Truth— I know better.' 
But then the scripture was quoted which says, 'We mourn not as 
others who have no hope." I know there is hope and I am grateful! 
The adversary seems to be taking advantage by working on my mind 
and heart but the brethren show their love through their letters with 
scriptures and words of encouragement and flowers, etc. I am so 
grateful for these encouragements which have helped me a great deal. 
I needed something like this. When the letters started coming in, I 
began to snap out of it. I am grateful to attend this convention..." 

Rare Disease Brings Deep Introspection 
Sr. Mary Geisinger, Phoenixville (PA) 
"...I am so thankful to the Lord for the privilege of being here—in view 
of what he has permitted me to experience the past year. I have had 
physical problems and they are not over but I am thankful that the 
Lord has permitted me to come. When I was sick I thought I would 
never be able to meet with the brethren again but the heavenly Father 
has brought me and I am very grateful. I guess where there is a desire 
the Lord grants it at times ...I am also grateful for my daughter and son-
in-law Sr. Marsha and Br. David [Hauke] . They have been my 
crutches during this time. Sr. Marsha has taken complete control of 
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my case, especially with the doctors, directing them... They put me 
through every test imaginable and they have determined my problem 
to be an autoimmune disease called 'Stills Disease' [a form of arthritis] 
which I never heard of before and some of the doctors had not either. 
It mostly affects children but occasionally it affects adults as well. I 
have been in touch with support groups by way of the Internet and 
worldwide there are only about 300 cases, so it is very rare but not 
contagious. 

"I thank the Lord for his overruling and watchcare over me. He 
certainly has shown me my secret faults, which I have been struggling 
with ever since. I need your prayers that I can overcome these things 
that I never thought would exist within me. I appreciate the brethren's 
prayers, phone calls and everything they have done to show their 
support for me in this trying time... Hopefully it will work. I would ask 
a continued interest in your prayers as I continue to pray for you. That 
is one thing I have learned—to pray for the brethren individually as 
well as collectively." 

Candle and Flame Demonstrates Soul 
Sr. Cindy Baertson, Oakland County (MI) Bible Students 
"...I would like the opportunity to testify about a tremendous 
blessing that I have had this summer starting in July. My nine-year-
old neighbor, Brendon has really taken to the Truth. It has helped me 
understand and appreciate more our Lord Jesus, when he said, 'Suffer 
the little children to come unto me.' When we 
got back from the New Brunswick convention, 
Brendon came over to visit me, like he has been 
doing for many years. I told him the story of Br. 
Alex Loutsky from New York City [the first 
paramedic responder to the World Trade 
Center attack] ....Brendon was fascinated with 
the story and wanted to meet him and get an 
autographed picture, etc. He said, 'Can I write to Br. Alex?' I said, 
`Sure, I think we can do that.' We sent him an e-mail. The next day 
Br. Alex sent a two-page e-mail back to Brendon, explaining his 
experiences and telling him that all the people at the World Trade 
Center will be resurrected. He explained how he felt guilty for being 
alive when so many other people did not 
survive and told him how God had taken his 
tears away and helped him work through the 
experience. There was so much Truth in his 
letter, that when Brendon came over to hear the 
e-mail, I explained the Truth to him. 
Particularly, I made it a point to explain the 
resurrection to him Brendon and Br. Alex 
write every week and are officially 'best 
friends.' Brendon continues to ask Br. Alex questions about the 
Kingdom. He is so fascinated with it that he has been witnessing to 
his family, friends, the neighbors, etc. It has been amazing how much 
he wants to talk about the Truth and ask questions. To demonstrate 
the evolution of his faith, he wrote to Br. Alex and asked, 'If my great-
grandmother, who died last year, is in heaven 
is God going to bring her back? I think he will.' 
Br. Alex wrote back and said, 'Well, I have got 
news for you, kid! She is not in heaven. She 
is in the ground sleeping where she cannot talk 
or think but is waiting for God to bring her 
back.' Br. Alex also mentioned the soul, which 
I tried to explain to him but he did not 
understand the concept. I prayed about it and 
a couple of weeks later Brendon came over. The Lord had enlightened 
me to use [an illustration of] a candle with a flame as the breath of life. 
We opened the Bible and Brendon read Genesis 2:7. I explained it to 
him and he said, 'Oh, that is nice.' I did not think it took effect. The 

See Brethren page 8 



Billowing smoke engulfing area 

Flames shooting through the smoke Charred, denuded land 

8 
Brethren From page 7 
following week, while writing his weekly letter to Br. Alex, he grabbed 
the candle and said, 'Light this—I want to see if I got it right.' He 
picked up the candle and said, 'This is the body God fashioned out 
of dirt and, when it was lit, man became a living soul.' He blew out 
the candle and said, 'Man died because the breath of life went out of 
him and the resurrection is when God will put them back together 
again.' I did not think my illustration had any effect on him—I was 

wrong. He is now asking questions about his great-grandmother... 
The depth of this child's questions are wonderful to see. He is 
proving all things for himself. The other night he found out that Noah 
was 950 years old when he died. He thought we were lying when we 
told him that, so he said, 'Cindy, where is your Bible?' I opened the 
Bible and he read it for himself and said, "Wow, I want to live that 
long!' He has an open and honest heart and has been a tremendous 
blessing which I just wanted to share with you." ❑ 

Fires Devastate Southern California 
For ten days in late October, fire fighters in southern California 
battled to contain the state's largest-ever wildfires. The fires killed 
22 people, destroyed nearly 3,600 homes and blackened more than 
743,000 acres. At the height of the conflagration, California was 
spending an estimated $9 million a day fighting the wildfires. 
Firefighters shared the credit for snuffing out the devastating fires 
with "Mother Nature," who drenched the flames on Saturday, 
November 2 with heavy rains, snow 
and near freezing temperatures. 

Br. David Rice of San Diego, CA 
writes: I had been away for four days 
and was unaware of the San Diego fires 
until my return Sunday evening Octo-
ber 26. As I approached the city, still 
20 miles out, I looked down through the 
darkness and saw a fire line which 
stretched so many miles long I won-
dered if it could really be —but it was. 
Earlier that afternoon my wife Sr. Ruth 
had been instructed to evacuate and 
we spent the night at the home of my 
mother Sr. Marjorie. Monday after-
noon we returned to a very silent and 
deserted neighborhood but nothing in 
sight had been burned. Br. Keith and 
Sr. Carol Klepin's family in Lakeside 
was without power for a day and Br. Bob and Sr. Teri Brand's family 
prepared for evacuation from about 1:30 to 3:30 am one morning 
before an arsonist fire in the area was doused. Sr. Georgette Karavas 
was ur-
gently 
evacuated 
from the 
Scripps 
Ranch 
housing 
develop-
ment in 
which 300 
homes 
burned. 
Thankfully 
her home 
was spared. 

In the 
mountain 
community of Alpine where Br. Brad Bach and his family—Sr. 
Marilyn was visiting in Michigan after the passing of her mother—
evacuated their home with half their possessions early Monday 
around 4:30 am, assisted by Br. Jim Schucker and headed east to a 
center in Pine Valley —which was itself subsequently evacuated. 

Homes of brethren were offered but freeway closures inhibited 
passage. They returned to their home Tuesday and slept there that 
night but were awakened about 2 am coughing, from smoke. The 
morning weather patterns eased the situation but they remained 
without power for some days. 

There were three main fires in San Diego County. The feared 
joining of all three was avoided. One in the south county bordering 

Mexico was contained, after briefly 
threatening Chula Vista where Sr. Viv- 
ian Cole lives. One in the north county 
threatened Escondido and Poway 
where brethren also live. The middle 
fire was the largest— termed the Cedar 
fire— with over a quarter million acres 
it affected San Diego, Lakeside and 
Alpine. It began when a lost hunter 
made a signal fire which spread rap- 
idly due to consecutive days of hot, 
dry weather from a Santa Ana condi- 
tion — desert air from the east blowing 
west down the mountains to the coast— 
not uncommon in October. This blew 
fire all the way into the city from the 
mountains. By Tuesday the winds 
retreated to the more usual flow of 
cooler, moister air from the ocean but 

in this case it pushed the fire back toward the mountains in a fire line 
45 miles wide. Drought conditions of the past four years and a pine 
bark beetle infestation killing many trees contributed to the ferocity 

of the fire. 
F o r 

three days 
there was a 
smoky 
white-gray 
overcast, 
from a light 
but steady 
ash fall. By 
Wednes-
day No-
vember 5, 
some blue 
skies ap-
peared 
over the 

city. Some in-laws of brethren have lost their homes and some of the 
brethren had congestion and headaches from the unhealthy air but 
the improving weather eased these. We are thankful for being spared 
great difficulty but sympathetic with those who suffered great 
loss. ❑ 
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After Pastor Russell died on October 31, 1916, in accordance with 
his last will and testament he was laid to rest on the sloping hillside 
of the beautiful Rosemont United Cemetery. The cemetery is located 
in the North Hills area about five miles north of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. A head stone is engraved with his birthdate of 
February 16, 1852 and the date of his death. "Pastor Russell," "The 
Laodicean Messenger" and a picture of the pastor are all carved or 
embedded into the grave stone marker. 

A few years after his death a pyramid was erected on the site near 
his tomb. The "Cross and Crown" emblem was inset on all four sides 
with the words "Risen with Christ." The pyramid, weighing several 
tons, is nine feet across at the base and seven feet in height. 

Over the years hundreds of brethren from all over the world have 
visited the site to pay their respects to the memory of that faithful and 
wise servant. 

In July of 2003, some brethren, after attending the General Conven-
tion in nearby Johnstown, Pennsylvania made the pilgrimage to the 
Pastor's grave. They were 
shocked to find that the 
grave stone had been van-
dalized with the pictures 
of the Pastor missing—
having been pried from 
their settings. Who com-
mitted such an act is un-
known and speculation 
could abound. We were 
saddened to hear of it but 
are content to leave the 
matter in the hands of him 
who said "Vengeance is 
mine, I will repay" Ro-
mans 12:19 

Pyramid erected at Pastor Russell's gravesite - headstone visible on left 

Deaths From page 3 
Truth through her husband Br. Dan (1057 Esther Ave., Muskegon, 
MI 49441, e-mail: dahoulmont  @aol.com) and his family. They were 
both immersed in 1992. Besides her husband she is survived by two 
sons, a daughter and five grandchildren. Br. Leo Houlmont gave her 
funeral witness October 18 to 250 assembled mourners. 

Ma Rose Griehs, age 88, of the Jackson (MI) Ecclesia died January 
4 from complications of a December 11 seizure. She resided the last 
six months in the home of her son Br. Len. Her father emigrated to this 
country, before WWI, from Poland. He heard the Truth from a Polish 
pilgrim brother. From her youth Sr. Rose knew that "darkness hates 
the light." She recalled this when brethren were persecuted after 
leaving the Catholic church. This did not deter her from making her 
own consecration over 40 years ago. Intent on serving, she was 
"given to hospitality" in her heart and home. She is survived by her 
daughter Sr. Virginia Lumley (2531 Ashton Rd., Jackson, MI 49203, 
e-mail• Lumley @ aol.com) her son Br. Len (141 Westbrook Rd., 
Feasterville, PA 19053, e-mail: griehs  @comcast.net ) and three 
grandchildren. Br. Edgar Buckley gave the funeral message of 
comfort January 9 to the 50 in attendance. 

■Sr. Roberta Buss, age 91 of the Albuquerque Bible Students 
entered into rest January 5, following a stroke January 2. She learned 
the Truth from her parents Br. Horace and Sr. Rosebud Hollister who 
knew Pastor Russell. She is survived by her husband of 59 years, Br. 

Rick (408 Madeira Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 87108, e-mail: 
busstopabq@msn.com)  her daughter Sr. Sandra Thomassen and one 
granddaughter. 

■Sr. Adeanne Foss of the Associated Bible Students of Portland, 
finished her earthly course on December 27 at age 86. She died 
peacefully at her home at the Bible Students Retirement Center, under 
the care of hospice for a heart condition and cancer. As a result of her 
sister, Sr. Bernice Wells witnessing to her, she embraced the Truth 
and consecrated in 1949, along with her mother and two other sisters, 
Marie and Gerry. In 1975 she married Br. Irving Foss of the Los 
Angeles class, who died of cancer in 1983. She attended the class 
until moving to the Retirement Center in 1985. She would often testify 
of her delight at being able to live amongst the brethren and attend 
meetings. She is survived by her daughter Patricia Pena and her sister, 
Sr. Gerry Jurd. See Afflicted. Two sons predeceased her. Br. Tim 
Krupa officiated at her January 10 memorial service. 

■Sr. Jane Plummer, age 68 of the Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia died 
January 7 from cancer which had been diagnosed five and one half 
years ago. She patiently accepted her experience as directed by her 
heavenly Father. She is survived by two sisters, a brother, nieces and 
nephews. With one niece Angie Godfrey (78 Clark Rd., Perryville, 
MD 21901) she often had Truth discussions. Br. Tim Armstrong 
gave her funeral discourse January 12. ❑ 

Memorial Supper: Sunday, April 4, 2004 - After six o'clock I 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters..." Isaiah 3220 

Edgar Brothers Writings Terrorism Ads Reap Good 
Response 

Brethren from New Jersey recently ran a one 
column advertisement titled "Terrorism, 
Bible Prophecy Being Fulfilled" in New 
Jersey's largest newspaper, The Star 
Ledger. So far they have over 170 responses 
for the free booklet "Terrorism and Bible 
Prophecy." Two requests to attend meetings 
have been received. One has attended and is 
showing much interest. 

Terrorism 
Bible Prophecy Being Fulfilled 

Two Years Have Passed Since 9/11. We try to 
forget thousands of heart crushing tragedies 
compressed into that one day of infamy. No one 
told Iraq the war is over — US soldiers are still 
dying. US "military might" can defeat armies, but 
not the diabolical determination of Islamic 
terrorists. Yes, haunting concerns plague us. Is 
America the invincible...vincible? 

End-time Prophecy Being Fulfilled 
"The weak [Terrorists] say [to US] I am strong." 
Joel 3:10 But There Is Hope. The end-time 
prophecies are precursors of God's new World of 
peace, economic security and happiness for all. 
Haggai 2:7; Zephaniah 3:8-9; Psalm 46:8-10 

Send for free booklet: 
Terrorism Fulfilling Bible Prophecy 

It shows that the Palestinian terrorism is part 
of the global Islamic terrorist network. It proves 
Israel's land rights are Biblical, historical and 
in accord with International Law. 

Christian Classics 
P. 0. Box 331, Iselin, NJ 08830 
Or call toll free, 1-877-Bible-41 

Secretary Address Change: 
Miami Valley Bible Students 
Richard Peddemors 
1766 Simes Rd. 
Sidney, Ohio 45365 

Secretary Change: 
Phoenix Bible Students 
Janell Porcolab 
21941 N. 107th Drive 
Sun City, AZ 85373 

Ecclesia Name Change: 
Bangalore Bible Students (India) are now 
Reapers of Christ 

Correction: 
In the Fall 2003 Newsletter the picture 
captioned Russian Volume One on page 
eight was incorrect. The picture is Japanese 
and was mistakenly inserted. Ed. 

The Portland Area Bible Students have 
plans to print a book of supplementary 
writings by John and Morton Edgar of 
Scotland. It contains material not before 
republished in either Great Pyramid 
Passages or Faith's Foundations (still 
available). The type will be set in the style of 
the originals with all graphics and charts. 
More than 400 pages have been assembled 
and are nearing completion. A prospective 
title is "Gleanings from Glasgow." 

The ecclesia wishes to survey the breth-
ren for interest in such a book. They are not 
soliciting orders now. By determining the 
count, a price can be projected to provide the 
books at cost. 

Table of Contents in basic outline: 
Brochures, Booklets and Treatises: 

The Great Pyramid Portrayal of Creation 
(1923) 

The Place Where Man Aught to Worship 
(1928) 

The Great Pyramid Witness (1929) 
The Great Pyramid (1931) 

The following report was submitted by Br. 
Adi Madau of the Detroit Metro Ecclesia. Ed 

During the summer of 2002, I read a busi-
ness article about how Amazon.com  had 
revolutionized the retail book market. They 
had developed a fully automated and com-
puterized warehousing and distribution cen-
ter which allowed small publishers to sell 
books on their website. The idea and pro-
posal to sell the Volumes on-line was ap-
proved by the Oakland County Class (MI). 

While completing the application to sell 
the books, we realized that any material that 
is sold must have an ISBN (International 
Standard Book Number) serial number, which 
the Volumes do not have. Br. Russell prob-
ably did not consider applying for the ISBN 
number because, in his day, it was not a 
standard. Today, the ISBN is the central 
cataloging organization for all written mate-
rial offered for retail sale worldwide. 

The idea was introduced to Br. Ken 
Rawson and he suggested that the New 
Brunswick Class (NJ) — the publisher—
procure the ISBN numbers. New Brunswick 
agreed to fund the effort while the Oakland 
County class distributes and manages the 
Amazon account. 

The price for the Volumes are eleven to 
seventeen dollars which includes a 55 per- 

The Great Pyramid and the Bible (1943) 
Bible Chronology (1946) 
The 450-Year Period of the Judges (1948) 
The Restoration of Israel 

Convention Discourses: 
Time Features (1906) 
Time, Relationship to the Divine Plan (1906) 
The Great Pyramid (1906) 
The Days of Daniel (1906) 
Rest and Restitution (1907) 
The Ascent of the Mountain of God (1909) 
Our Oneness in Christ (1910) 
The Sin Offering (1910) 
Faith (1911) 

Letters: 
Numerous letters and study notes 

between 1931-1952. 

Please respond with a number you might be 
purchasing to: 

Portland Area Bible Students 
PO Box 23232 
Tigard, OR 97281-3232 
Email: PortlandBible@comcast.net  

cent fee for services. The remainder of the 
markup is for postage, ISBN labels, shipping 
material and the books. There is no profit 
markup by the class. Each Volume has a 
sticker on the inside cover that directs buyers 
to the www.bibletoday.com  website where 
they can get additional material at cost. 

The Oakland County class is cataloging 
the information so that users can type a 
general category like "Bible Study" and the 
Volumes will be displayed. The Ecclesia fills 
the orders received by Amazon by shipping 
direct to their warehouse. Amazon handles 
all of the customer interface and marketing. 

Sale of the Volumes have been modest 
with The Tabernacle Shadows being the 
most popular. 

Bible Students worldwide can assist by 
going to the Amazon.com  website and search-
ing on a Volume title. A personal review and 
rating can be entered by those that have read 
the books. These reviews are very important 
for potential buyers and is often the deciding 
factor in purchasing one book over another. 

We believe the experience and coopera-
tion between classes was led and guided by 
the Lord. The entire process took about a 
year to complete and may our heavenly Fa-
ther be glorified by these efforts. 

Volumes Selling on Internet 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart."Psa. 32:11 

Immersions 2003 

At Phoenix, AZ March 
Br. Dave McGuire, SW Bible Students, former Southern Baptist, 
heard the Truth from co-worker, Br. John Harris. 

In Nigeria August 17 
From Uromi Ecclesia 
Sr. Ogechi Friday 
Sr. Chiamaka Friday 
Br. CharlesAluede 

From Agwa Ecclesia 
Br. Sobechi Okenesi 

At Columbus, OH October 12 
Sr. Emily Crisan, Columbus (OH) Bible Students Ecclesia, wife of 
Br. Mircea. 
Sr. Becky Koreny, Seattle Bible Students, wife of Br. John. 
Sr. Rachel Kindig, Columbus (OH) Bible Students Ecclesia. 

L to R Srs. Rachel Kindig, Emily Crisan, and Becky Koreny 
Three daughters of Br. Dick and Sr. Beth Kindig become spiritual 

sisters. Fifth generation to be baptized into Christ's death 

At Chennai, India December 14 
Br. Varma Reports: 
"We had the class about baptism on Saturday in Chennai. On the next 
day we had a service in the morning and proceeded to the site of the 
baptismal. Thirty-three brethren decided to symbolize. There are 
more than two hundred and fifty that are regularly attending from the 
beginning but most of them have already symbolized. Among them 
are pastors and people that were very much dedicated to the Lord 
even though they had not known the Harvest Truth. Most of them 
decided not to repeat the symbol after we told them that it is not 
necessary if taken in the right manner and spirit. Therefore, we will 
have many more in the ecclesia than just the thirty-three!" 
Br. George Douglas Vijaya Kumar Rajamoney 
Br. Sundarrajan Thirunavakkarasu 
Br. William Jefferson Jesuddian 
Br. Santhanam Vetham 
Br. Sathiya Satchi Royappan 
Br. Samuel Gnana Sudar Subbiah 
Br. Jesuraj Vetham 
Br. Meshack Daniel 
Br. Srinivasa Rao 
Br. RadhaKrishnan Ramasabu 

December 14 immersion group at Chennai 

Sr. Helda Jessy Moses 
Sr. Queeni Wilson 
Br. Seedun. Cruz Immanuel 
Br. Pasupathi Rathinam 
Br. Louis Apsalon Lourdu 
Br. Dencil. Antony Michal 
Br. Victor Vengudu 
Br. Raji Samuel 
Br. Philips Moorthy 
Br. John Kennady Singarajan 
Br. Venkatesan Rajagobal 
Br. Harry Philips Kutti 
Br. Soundrarajan Adhimoolam 
Br. Inbaraj Rathinaswami 
Sr. Jenyna S. Inbaraj 
Br. David Arokaiam 
Br. Deva Kumar Raghavalu 
Br. John Jesupadam Arumainayagam 
Br. Sekar Thanikaselam 
Br. Vincent Ruseweld Standley 
Br. Suhin Robic Velu 
Br. Amose Mahendran 
Br. Raghunandanan Natarajan 

At Columbus, IN December 21 
Br. Branden Shultz, son of Sr. Susan and great-grandson of Sr. 
Luella Harp. 

Br. Branden Shultz about to be immersed by Br. Art Ledwinka 
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Proclaiming From page 1 

Hope Ecclesia Enjoys 
Unusual Witness Privileges 

The brethren at Hope are rejoicing in the 
wonderful privileges of two recent fair 
witnesses which they wish to share: By the 
Lord's grace we had two opportunities to 

Swords into Plowshares 

witness to our Lord's name, character and all 
encompassing plan. We are thankful for the 
privilege of having a booth at the local 
county fair in Shelbyville, Indiana July 13-19, 
where over 1,100 tracts, books and tapes 
were distributed. The booth featured a 
drawing by the late Br. Alvin Raffel which 
illustrated the theme question of, "When will 
swords be 
turned into 
plowshares?" 
The picture 
attracted a 
group of deaf 
people who 
after reading 
Isaiah 2:4 
from the open 
Bible, on the 
table, took 
several 
booklets. 
This witness 
was given 
without a 
word being 
spoken! 
M or e 
experiences 
of interest 
follow: 

A Chinese 
man, was 
happy to take 
Volume I. He 
was raised as an atheist and converted to 
Christianity. A woman from Bulgaria bought 
a For This Cause video. A man and wife, 

already understanding that the Catholic sys-
tem was the Anti-Christ and the wages of sin 
is death, took a Seven-In-One Volume, after 
a lengthy conversation. They also want to 
stay in touch with the brethren. A physically 
handicapped woman, given a "God's King-
dom" booklet, clutched it close to her heart. 
What a joy to envision that "then shall the 
lame leap as an hart..." Isa. 35:6 

We were strongly warned by one man to 
"get out of this cult you are in." He stated that 
we are discussed in the book Kingdom of the 
Cults. We discussed Br. Russell and had the 
privilege of defending him. We also dis-
cussed the Trinity, to no avail. How thankful 
we are to have the Truth and know that soon 
the world will also have their blindness re-
moved. One of the brethren had an unusual 
experience when a Catholic chastised him for 
being a Protestant! 

The Black Expo 

The second witness privilege was having a 
booth at the Black Expo in Indianapolis, July 
18-20, almost simultaneous with the first fair. 
The theme was "Thy Kingdom Come, a 
Ransom for All." Three hundred thousand 
people were expected from all over the United 
States and there certainly seemed to be that 
many There was a religious tone to the event 
and the people were very interested in the 
literature! Over 2,900 tracts, booklets, tapes, 
and Volumes were distributed, with many 
inquiries about Tabernacle Shadows. A 

minister and his wife took a set of Volumes. 
Another man asked if one of the brethren 
would sit in on their Bible study class and 

teach them! We were beside a Methodist 
booth and one of the women, a prominent 
member in their church, was supportive of the 
brethren. She took ten copies of Volume I. 
She also had her picture taken with the 
brethren. Another woman said she was 
attending a funeral the next day and took 
about a dozen "Comfort and Consolation" 
booklets, for family and friends, as her 
mother had just died the week before. The 
"Where are the Dead" booklet interested 
many. Israel also appealed to numerous 
people especially as it relates to Bible 
prophecy. We had never encountered such 
a receptive group. Near the close the security 
guards wished us "Godspeed" and said they 
hoped we would come back next year. What 
a privilege to feed the hungry and bind up the 
brokenhearted. All the brethren who 
participated expressed that they were 
spiritually built up by these opportunities for 
speaking forth the Truth on so many 
subjects. 

The "Divine Plan" Promotion 
Continues to be Blessed 

Year After Year 

The Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia relates: 
The fairs were again a blessed season of 

privilege and opportunity to share the pre-
cious Truth with any who would receive it. 

By the Lord's grace we gave a witness 
from August 15- September 1 and placed 697 
copies of Volume I at the Michigan State Fair. 
From August 3-9, we were at the Jackson 
Michigan Fair and placed 214 copies of Vol-
ume I. We placed 34, which is an unusually 
high number of "seven-in-one" books. The 
brethren were blessed with many conversa-
tions on different topics which stimulated the 
mind and stirred the heart. 

Brethren's Experiences 
Rewarding at Art Fair 

The Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit 
(MI) sponsored a booth from July 16-20, at 
the Ann Arbor Art Fair. They sold a variety 
of materials. Several people who came by the 
booth remarked, "I saw your booth in the past 
and wanted to stop." However, this year, 
they made a point to stop, purchase and 
discuss! 

James Greene, a resident of Lexington, 
KY, has a yearly booth at this Fair and had 
purchased several Volumes, books and other 
Biblical materials over a period of about three 
years. He has had one meeting with Br. David 
Doran and hopes to continue studying with 
him. He specifically stopped by the booth 
this year to thank us for sharing the Truth as 
presented in the Scriptures. 

How the Lord listens to our conversations 
was illustrated when Br. Norman and Sr. 



Crowd gathers for Public Meeting in Tirupati, India 

Linda Pedlar of Metropolitan Detroit, were 
desirous of working at the Ann Arbor Art Fair 
but due to prior obligations were unable to 
commit to a shift. Srs. Shannah Dutka and 
Alys Schneider were serving the booth when 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Casebolt stopped and 

Br. Bill Dutka and Sr. Alys Schneider serving 
at the Ann Arbor Fair 

purchased a set of Volumes and other mate-
rials. As the Lord would have it, the sisters 
packed two of The New Creation and none 
of The Battle of Armageddon. The Casebolts 
called Sr. Shannah letting her know that they 
would appreciate a copy of Volume IV. The 
incident was conveyed to Br. and Sr. Ped-
lar— who live in the vicinity— and willingly 
offered to make the switch. Upon contacting 
the couple they were invited to their home. 
This initial meeting lasted about two hours. 
Since then, the Casebolts have attended the 
Friday night study on the Tabernacle. 

"A Sort of" Vatican for 
Hindus 

We appreciate the Lord's blessing on the 
work in India particularly the detailed 
reports by Br. Varma. Tirupati was 
considered an unlikely choice for a public 
witness but had been urged by several 
younger brethren of that city. However, it is 
exciting to read how the Lord richly blessed 
their efforts. 

The Bible Students of India, held a public 
meeting in the town of Tirupati, Nov. 14-16, 
which is a sort of Vatican for Hindus. The city 
of Tirupati has one of the most important 
temples in India. Millions of Hindus visit that 
site all through the year. Of all places, it 
seemed to be the most unlikely place for a 
good Harvest effort. But, because of the zeal 
and prayers of a few young brethren that 
came into the Truth from that city, we decided 

to go there! These young people had come to 
the knowledge of the Truth after hearing our 
tapes. Br. Venu Gopal in particular, was 
constantly requesting us to start a witness 
work there. We put it off, many times, 
because we thought we could not expect 
many results in that predominantly Hindu 
city. But we were wrong! 

Just one hour before the meeting, we were 
still wondering why we had chosen Tirupati. 
But all our doubts took wings when we saw 
that about two hundred fifty people had 
gathered a half- hour before our meeting time. 
Then, to our amazement, more people came 
and the large hall, with about 600 chairs 
began to fill. Soon it became full. All this was 
on the first day. The people sat through the 
whole message listening to something, they 
had never heard before in their lives. The 
subject was "The Ransom." 

The next day we put about a hundred 
chairs outside the building, with closed cir-
cuit T.V., because every inch of the place 
inside was filled with chairs. The subject was 
"The Three Worlds." Again it was a full 
house. 

The third day, we added a hundred more 
chairs in the compound outside the building. 
All the chairs inside and out were full and 
people, that came after that, had to go away 
because they could not find a place to even 
stand. The subject was "The Three Ways." 
We have seen larger crowds before but this 
was something distinctive. We never thought 
so many Christians were interested from a 
city that has a very low percentage of Chris-
tians. The way in which they sat so atten-
tively 
throughout 
was also very 
unique. 

Several 
hundred reply 
cards were 
filled out. Fol-
low-up meet-
ings were an-
nounced for 
mid January. 
Many people 
came forward 
to tell us how 
useful these 
messages 
were. One 
young man 
said he was 
completely revived after listening to the Truth. 
Some people had traveled quite a distance to 
attend the meetings. Many said they were 
waiting for something like this to happen. 
They were weary of just the milk doctrines. 
Br. Venu Gopal and the brethren did an excel-
lent job with the preparations for the meet-
ings. They, with the help of some brethren 
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from Vellore had distributed over seven 
thousand Bible markers and five thousand 
pamphlets. They had put out a thousand wall 
posters and banners. They also made proc-
lamations throughout the city by loud 
speaker. As we returned, our hearts were 
filled with praise. We had gone with little 
expectation but the Lord gave us a thousand 
people to work with. Everyone that hears of 
this in India will find it hard to believe that, in 
Tirupati, there are so many Truth-seeking 
people. The adversary could not do any-
thing to prevent us. Everything was good. 
While driving back —a five-hour distance—
that same night, we had a close call. Our small 
car with myself, Sr. Jackie, Taze and three 
other brethren narrowly missed a head-on 
collision with a huge bus coming from the 
opposite direction at great speed! The roads 
here are virtual death traps. Nearly forty 
thousand people die every year in India be-
cause of road accidents and many suffer all 
types of injuries. It gives us shivers as we 
think back on that incident. We missed it so 
closely and by just a fraction of a second. It 
looked like Satan had clearly setup this catas-
trophe but the Lord proved to us, once again, 
that he keeps us as the "apple of his eye." We 
feel strengthened in faith because Satan is 
absolutely powerless before our Lord. He 
can do nothing unless the Lord permits it. 
And we know that whatever the Lord permits 
is for our good. Romans 8:28 We are now 
in the process of preparing for another public 
meeting in Chitoor, from the 15-18 of January. 
This is a much larger city than Tirupati but we 
have many helpers in the area. Many breth- 

ren from Vellore have been praying and 
planning for a long time. Since these two 
cities are close to each other, we can have the 
follow-up meetings on successive days, sav-
ing much travel. We request an interest in 
your prayers and are so thankful for all the 
prayers offered at the throne of grace on our 
behalf. ❑ 
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■The earth's magnetic field, which shields 
the planet from the Sun's radiation, has 
decreased 10% since 1845. Scientists differ 
on whether the change is normal or will 
continue or if the loss is a precursor to a move 
of the magnetic poles. Associated Press-12/ 
12/03 

Mikan continues to host terrorist groups who 
make contacts, coordinate global strategies 
and who seek entry to Iraq to engage US 
forces. In addition to this concern, world 
leaders and UN representatives have 
condemned Iran's development of the fuel 
and processes necessary for making atomic 
weapons. USNWR— 11/17/03 

■President Bush overturned six decades of 
US policy with his recent call to promote 
democracy in the Middle East. He noted the 
US and allies have been wrong to excuse the 
lack of freedom for temporary safety. Bush 
prodded Saudi Arabia and Egypt to promote 
democracy in their countries and throughout 
the region. Associated Press— 11/07/03 

■Libertarians are seeking 20,000 like-
minded Americans to move to New 
Hampshire. Called the "Free State Project" 
the goal is to create a state model with fewer 
laws, less government and greater liberty. 
Five thousand members have already 

■The US Catholic Church is considering 
excommunication of Catholic politicians who 
vote contrary to church teachings. Some 
dioceses already ban from church property 
elected officials who support abortion rights. 
Associated Press-11/11/03 

■Canada is on the verge of "criminalizing" 
the Bible as "hate speech" after legislators 
added sexual orientation to hate crimes 
legislation. The House of Commons voted 
143-110 in favor of the proposal. Canadian 
Christians are concerned that homosexual 
activists would use the law to go after pastors 
and ministry leaders who quote anti-gay 
passages from the Bible. CNS— 09/24/03 

■ Eastern European churches have 
condemned 	proselytism–enticing 
Christians who belong to one church to 
convert to another. "We should never try to 
encourage Christians to change their 
allegiance by ways and means that 
contradict the spirit of Christian love, violate 
the freedom of the human person and 
diminish trust in the Christian witness of the 

World News Briefs 
pledged to move. Critics believe the project 
is a recipe for anarchy. Associated Press — 
10/05/03 

■The US, European Union and Japan 
refused to end farm subsidies at world trade 
talks in Cancun. The subsidies make 
Western crops so cheap that farmers in 
developing countries can't compete. This 
contributes to the loss of traditional farming 
and the growth of the urban poor in third 
world countries. USNWR— 09/22/03 

■The federal government is seeking to 
expand its counterterrorism powers, 
including subpoenas without judicial 
approval and expanding the application of 
the death penalty to individuals convicted of 
financing terrorist groups or of sabotaging 
nuclear plants or military facilities. Yahoo 
News-09/14/03 

■In recognition of the 86 th  anniversary of the 
Balfour Declaration, Palestinians demanded 
Britain apologize for promising to establish a 
Jewish national home in Palestine. 
Jerusalem Post— 11/14/03 

MA majority of Europeans believe Israel is 
the greatest threat among the nations to 
world peace. Poll results rank Israel ahead of 
terror-sponsoring nations like Iran and 

Religious Currents 
church," the 25 church representatives said. 
ENI 10/21/03 

■The Vatican's publicly reported finances 
reveal a $15 million deficit for 2002. 
Maintaining diplomatic relations with 120 
nations and supporting 2600 employees in 
Rome contribute to the shortfall. The 
Vatican's total budget was $260 million CBS 
News-07/09/03 

■Tony Perkins, president of the Family 
Research Council, believes the religious in 
America must share the blame for the rampant 
depravity in US culture. According to 
Perkins, many churches have rejected the 
teachings of the Bible and embraced a secular 
worldview of life while the remaining 
churches kept quiet. Agape Press— 09/22/03 

■The Christian Coalition is campaigning to 
restore the values on which the US was 
founded. Called "Let's Take America Back," 
the campaign seeks to bring an end to the 
"judicial tyranny" used to attack the Ten 
Commandments, religious free speech, the 

authoritarian regimes like North Korea. 
Jewish leaders noted the poll is evidence of 
the anti-semitism pervading European media 
and society. Jerusalem Post— 11/14/03 

■The Arctic Ocean's largest ice shelf broke 
away from the main ice pack 500 miles from the 
North Pole. Similar to the loss of ice shelves 
in Antarctica, scientists regard this as 
evidence of accelerated climactic change. LA 
Times-1128/03 

■Archeologists have discovered what 
could be the first physical evidence of the 
Exodus. A review of a 60-year old dig report 
uncovered a pattern of trenches that matches 
the floor plan commonly used in Israel in 
ancient times. USNWR 10/20/03 

■European Union efforts to forge a 
constitution fell apart over each nation's 
level of representation in the European 
Parliament. The impasse threatens the vision 
of a closely-integrated Europe, just as ten 
new members are set to join in 2004. Yahoo 
News-12/13/03 

■Terrorists are also finding Syria to be a 
conduit to Iraq and the fight against US 
forces. Syria also hosts several terrorist 
organizations and continues to develop 
WMD. NY Post-09/22/03 ❑ 

Pledge of Allegiance, and other expressions 
of faith in God. Agape Press — 10/03/03 

■Anglican churches in Asia and Africa 
severed ties with the US Episcopal Church 
over the recent consecration of a gay bishop. 
The Russian Orthodox Church also 
suspended ties while the Vatican put a hold 
on talks to develop a common statement of 
faith. Associated Press— 12/13/03 

■President Bush has renewed his push to let 
religious groups compete for government 
money. Under a recent executive order, the 
Health and Human Services and Housing 
and Urban Development departments have 
opened the competition for funds to religious 
organizations. CNS — 11/05/03 

■The WCC governing body called for the 
UN to replace the US-led coalition in Iraq. The 
central committee of the world's largest 
grouping of churches implied that 
prosecution of President Bush and British 
Prime Minister Blair for war crimes could be 
an appropriate result of the "illegal resort to 
war" on Iraq. ENI — 09/01/03 ❑ 
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Conventions 
"Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy hill..."Psa. 99:9 

February 21, 22 Columbus, OH. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio Topical Study Weekend. Six speakers. Topic: Israel's 
Prophets Elijah & Elisha. New Location: Howard Johnson Plaza 
Hotel, 2124 S. Hamilton Rd. Preregistration requested by February 5. 
For information contact: Debbie Stewart, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, 
OH 43086. Phone: (614) 890-1814. E-mail: Ransomed2@earthlink.net  

March 20, 21 Columbus, OH. Columbus Ohio Bible Students 
Ecclesia 34th Annual Pre-Memorial Convention. Five speakers. The 
Radisson Hotel, 7007 North High St. For information contact: Todd 
Alexander, 7730 Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone: (614) 
403-1500. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com  

March 27, 28 Wilmington, DE. Wilmington/Chesapeake City 
Ecclesia Annual Pre-Memorial. Pilot School. Five speakers. For 
information contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong. Phone: (302) 
328-7673. E-mail: tlarm1874@earthlink.net  

May 1, 2 Detroit, MI. The Associated Bible Students of 
Metropolitan Detroit Annual. Five speakers. Crestwood High 
School, 1501 N. Beech Daly, Dearborn Heights, MI 48127 Class 

Secretary: Nancy Hummel. Phone: (248) 486-6357. E-mail: 
j7Hummel@Peoplepc.com  

May 1, 2 Hartford, CT. Hartford Bible Students. Tastebuds Banquet 
Facility, East Hartford, CT. Four speakers. For information contact: 
Janice Slivinsky Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail:Djslivinsky@cs.com  

May 29, 30 Seattle, WA. Puget Sound Bible Students, 3m Annual 
Topical Study Weekend Convention. Clarion Hotel Seattle Airport, 
3000 S. 176th St., Seattle, WA 98188. Phone: (800) 252-7466 or (206) 
242-0200. Four speakers. For programs or information contact the 
Secretary: Rosalie Palmgren. Phone: (425) 742-4439. E-mail -
palm2520 @ earthlink.net  or contact Convention Chairman: Dan 
Beard. Phone: (253) 943-3730. E-mail: djbeard@nventure.com  

June 25-27 Salem, OR. Salem Bible Students Annual. South Salem 
Senior Center, 6450 Fairway Ave. SE, Salem, OR. For information or 
accommodations contact: Mrs. Jerry Andrus, 3105 Inland Drive S., 
Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 363-9550. E-mail: 
jerryandrus  @comcast.net  

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Afflicted From page 2 
the experiencing of assistance from the brethren who have prayed 
for and with them in their hours of need. "Though he slay me yet will 
I trust Him" Job 13:15 

■Sr. Eve Morgan (360 Prairie Ave. Apt. 203, Wilmington, OH 45177) 
misses attending conventions and fellowship on this precious faith 
that she has known since the 1920s. She appreciates the weekly 
Volume studies at the retirement facility where she and her daughter, 
Sr. Frances Scholefield reside. Sr. Eve continues to let her light shine. 
She was instrumental in arranging a public meeting on November 15 
at the facility, led by Br. Bill Harp which 30 attended. 

• Br. John Esper (19244 Purlingbrook Apt. 411, Livonia, MI48125) 
had surgery on his infected foot because of cellulitis. His condition 
is aggravated by diabetes and a stroke which left him paralyzed on 
one side ten years ago. He cannot walk because of the surgery and 
after being home he fell and needed to recover in a rehabilitation 
facility. 

II Sr. Frances Morgan (West Malden Manor, 321 Washington Ave., 
Charleroi, PA 15022) has been in a nursing home for the last year and 
a half but has recently improved in health and mobility. She misses 
the fellowship of the brethren and attendance at conventions. She 
is also saddened by the death of her brother, Br. John Guzick. See 
Entered into Rest. She would appreciate the prayers and contact from 
the brethren. 

■Br. Walter Hrechuk is saddened by the death of his wife of over 
50 years, Sr. Wanda. See Entered into Rest. During her illness, she 
greatly appreciated the many cards, thoughts and prayers of the 
brethren. The family wishes to express its gratitude for all of the 
sympathy cards, e-mails, phone calls and flowers. 

■Br. Charles Martig (94 South Harrison Ave., Bellevue, PA 15202, 
e-mail:byrdhouse94@  aol.com) was hospitalized mid-November for 
complications from his diabetes with the resulting circulation 
problems. Doctors removed his infected big toe and performed 
vascular leg surgery with the hope of preventing further amputations. 
During his hospital stay he also had a heart attack. His wife Sr. Barbara 
and daughters Sr. Cheryl Mooney and Sr. Charlene Byrd thank the 
brethren for their prayers and concern in this ongoing trial. 

■Sr. Virginia Lumley and Br. Len Griehs are mourning the loss of 
their mother and sister in Christ, Rose. See Entered into Rest. They 
appreciate the loving-kindness the brethren have shown during their 
mother's deteriorating health. "Bless be the tie that binds our hearts 
in Christian love." 

▪ Susan Shultz (3762 N. Station Dr., Columbus, IN, e-mail: 
sshultz  @hsonline.net) had surgery for a herniated disk December 16. 
She is thankful to the Lord for the relief of her numbness. Additionally, 
along with her daughter Sr. Kirsten, she has the care of her 92 year 
old grandmother Sr. Luella Harp who has Alzheimer's disease. ❑ 

"And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it." 
1 Cor. 12:26 
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Sisters Find Blessings in Travails 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22: Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 

. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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