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An American in Romania
We feature a report submitted by Br. Allen
Springer, formerly of The Miami Valley
Bible Students (Ohio). The account
highlights some of the experiences of his
first year as an American in Romania. Ed.
Since leaving the United States in April,
2002, many brethren have asked for some
report on the relocation. There have been
many blessings and it
is a privilege to share
some of them.
One of the more frequent questions is: "Do
you ever get homesick
for America?" Having spent nearly two
months out of each year in this region, for
more than a decade, it was already another
"home." Advances in technology have made
communications readily available throughout the world. On-line meetings are held on
the Internet many times weekly. The ability
to have study and fellowship with brethren
around the world eliminates many of the
problems usually associated with homesickness.
Another frequently asked question is:
"Why did you move?" Because the cost of
living here is so low, it was possible to retire
early and engage in full-time service. In
retrospect, experiences and privileges indicate that it was indeed the Lord's will.
Manybrethren ask: "What is life like there?"
Having experienced daily life here on a first-

Greetings in the Lord
As we approach the end of another year we
continue to rejoice in the privilege of serving
the brethren. What a year it has been as the
friends continue to use different means to
spread the Truth. Several testimonies and
reports in this issue describe these public
efforts. We press onward while observing
the continuation of senseless violence
worldwide. We see the the war on terrorism,
the Israeli/Arab conflict and other struggles
plaguing the world and we earnestly pray
"Thy Kingdom come" which we believe to be
the only answer to these problems.

hand basis, it is necessary to give an answer
from two different standpoints. For someone
coming here from America with a source of
income, even though a small one, life is economically easier here than for the average
resident. The biggest challenge for a nonnative is the language barrier. Fluency in Romanian is necessary for anyone who wishes to
take up permanent residency. For those who
are native to Romania, life is very hard. Those
who are fortunate enough to have jobs must
work many hours to earn the equivalent of
$100 a month. In Moldova the situation is
even more difficult. Very few have jobs, most
live off the land. Those who do have jobs,
earn an average of $30 a month.
The day-to-day tasks require considerably more effort than in America. Living in a
village, or a smaller town like Sighet, means
chopping wood in the winter months to keep
the house warm. There is no natural gas
pipeline here and electric heat is too expensive. Most people in the villages do not have
indoor plumbing or running water. There is
city water in Sighet, but we—like many others
— still maintain a well with an old-fashioned
hand pump. The city water is shut off each
night between the hours of midnight and 5 or
6 a.m. Bottled gas is used for the kitchen
stove but the wood stove — used for heating
in the colder months — is a very handy cook
stove as well. In the summer, daily temperatures often exceed 80 degrees Fahrenheit and
the only air-conditioning we have in houses
is the natural kind — opening the windows. It
is customary in many homes — ours included
— to have a separate outbuilding called a
summer kitchen. Preparation of food takes
much longer here since prepared foods are
too expensive. Shopping also takes longer
as virtually all stores specialize in a single line
of items. It may require visits to many stores
to complete the shopping.
The majority of brethren do not have
personal vehicles. In Sighet, virtually everything is within walking distance. Public transportation is generally available but longer
trips by k)s or train are expensive. Personal
vehicles of the brethren are used for travel to
more distant destinations and to assist brethren in getting to meetings. Travel time is
much longer here due to the condition of the
roads and other factors. The highways gen-

erally pass through every little village and
town, often sharing the road with flocks of
sheep or other farm animals. To travel three

Br. Allen's house under construction

The well pump in the woodshed

Srs. Mariana Boaca and Viorica Neagu baking

hundred miles from Bucuresti to Cluj can
take ten or more hours, either by train or by
private vehicle. On the positive side, many
highways are being repaired and upgraded
in Romania in the hope of eventually entering the European Union.
See An American 8
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble."Psa. 9:9

■Br. Paul Mezera (3312 Thornton Dr., Janesville, WI 53545, e-mail:
defender @charter.net) had extensive back surgery July 7 for a
displaced, then broken, vertebra which pinched a nerve. His eightday hospital stay and recuperation were eased by the expressions of
love from the brethren. He continues in physical therapy with
decreased pain. He is thankful for the quiet time provided for further
study of God's Word.

daughters, needs the prayers of the brethren to be sanctified by this
deep distress.
In addition, she was hospitalized for a broken hip on August 28.
After her hip replacement surgery the new ball came out of its socket
and she needed to go back under anesthesia. The one-minute
manipulation of the joint would have been too painful without
anesthesia.

E SL Roberta Watkins (6760 Chambersburg Rd., Dayton, OH 45424,
e-mail: sisterroberta@ juno.com)mourns the
loss of her 85-year-old mother,Pauline
Wilson,of San Bernardino, CA. She died
September 12 of stomach cancer. In a surprise
development, her family unanimously
requested Sr. Roberta' s husband Br. James to
conduct the funeral service. Apparently this
was one of her mother's last requests even
though she had a strong Baptist background.
"The Lord moves in mysterious ways."

■ Sr. Freda Karavas (7 Dearborn Ave. Apt. 110, Hampton, NH 03842)
is no longer able to attend meetings or conventions because of health
restrictions. This is quite a trial for her as she has been surrounded
by active brethren her whole life. Both her father Br. Alex Diamond
and then her late husband Br. Peter Karavas supported the Greek
work. She is grateful for that wise and faithful servant Br. Russell. His
Volumes lead her parents into the Truth. She would be encouraged
in hearing from her family in the Lord.

■Sr. Ella Kele (30 Glen Ridge Rd., Fairfield, CT 06825, e-mail:
ekele1948@aol.com) had cancer surgery June 26 and was able to
attend a convention three weeks later. She is at peace with her
decisions in determining the Lord's will in her naturopathic post
surgery treatment. "Faith can firmly trust him, come what may."
■Br. C. George (Popular Traders 6, Soomar Sait Buildings, Cash
Bazaar, Coonoor 643102, India) had angioplasty surgery June 25 for
blockage of two blood vessels to his heart at a cardiac hospital in
Coimbatore. Br. George is an active elder in the Wellington Ecclesia.
His son Br. Joshua reports, "After a couple of day's rest [my parents]
started their usual work of meeting the brethren and conducting
study and fellowship classes every evening at brethren's homes,
apart from the weekly ecclesia fellowship at our worship hall."

• Sr. Rachel Griehs (141 Westbrook Road, Feasterville, PA 19053,
e-mail: rachel.griehs@uphs.upenn.edu) May 7 had a lumbar spinal
fusion, her second such surgery in ten years. She wore a brace for 15
weeks to assist the healing and regain strength and has started a 12week physical therapy regimen. Sr. Rachel reports, "The Lord is so
wonderful and I have truly been blessed by this experience."
■Br. Cajetan 0. Egbu (No 2 Darlington St., Mokola, G.P.O.Box 674,
Dugbe Madan, Oyo State, Nigeria, West Africa, e-mail:
egbucajetan@yahoo.com) and his sister, Sr. Rosefina Egbu, are
submissive to God in the death of their 80 year old mother Christiana
Egbu. She had complications from blood pressure, which developed
into kidney disease. At first opposed to the Truth she softened her
stance when she observed its effect in the life of her consecrated
children.
• Sr. Dorothy Beard ( 14 1 1-A East California, Glendale, CA 91206,
e-mail: BattagFam@earthlink.net) has experienced a flood of trouble
this summer. On July 5 her daughter Marilyn and her son-in-law Jim
Eversfield were tragically killed. Marilyn had a life long appreciation
of the Truth which she learned as a child along with her sisters, Sr.
Arleen Battaglia and Sr. Ellie Rozmus. Because of her kingdom hope,
at the family's request, Br. Wade Austin of the Los Angeles Ecclesia,
delivered a comforting message to the 100 mourners gathered. The
grief is difficult for any mother to bear but especially so given the
circumstances and Sr. Dorothy's 88 years of age. She, along with her

■Br. Ray Lumley (2531 Ashton Rd., Jackson, MI 49203, e-mail:
Lumley @aol.com) started kidney dialysis in June. During the
procedure he "redeems the time" continuing his Volume and Reprint
reading. He and Sr. Virginia would appreciate an interest in the
brethren's prayers for continued grace to bear up in this disciplined
routine.
■Br. Leonard Wesol (219 Paul Mc Clure Ct., Casselberry, FL 32707)
is recovering from a heart attack on June 19 and subsequent
quadruple bypass surgery. Providentially, he and his wife Sr.
Josephine were in Chicago for Br. Leonard's service to the Chicago
Bible Students Ecclesia. The level of healthcare and assistance of
brethren and family relieved the stress of being away from home
during his 37-day hospital stay. Br. Leonard is now in rehabilitation
three days a week. The Wesols continue to rejoice in God's
watchcare.
▪
Clenton Bryan (7581 Elon St., Irvington, AL 36544, e-mail:
ClentonBryan@aol.com) entered the hospital for four days in July
because of a bleeding ulcer. While there he received two pints of
blood. His subsequent 30-pound weight loss has made the flesh weak
but Br. Clenton's new creature responds, "My faith can not be
shaken." Isolated and with no means of transportation he would be
blessed by contact with the brethren, some of whom he has known
for many years.
■Sr. Jackie Suraci (19 River Rd., East Haven, CT 06512, e-mail:
rjsuraci @comcast.net) is under a doctor' s care
for deteriorated and blocked heart arteries.
Open-heart surgery is risky and extremely
dangerous with her weakened heart and prior
bypass surgery four years ago. The doctors
surmise her heart trouble is the result of having
rheumatic fever as a child. She thanks all the
brethren for their kind and thoughtful
expressions during the last four years since the
death of her husband Br. Steven and with her subsequent health
problems.
■Sr. Evelyn MacAlister (46 Paradise Rd., East Amherst, NY 14051,
e-mail: allonmaca@ juno.com) had knee replacement surgery March
19. During the procedure she lost more blood than was expected and
received two blood transfusions. During her rehabilitation she
See Afflicted page 15
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Entered Into Rest
"The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms..." Deut. 33:27

■Sr. Stella Hack of the Greater Portland Area Bible Student Ecclesia
finished her earthly course August 9 at age 85 after suffering from
cancer. She learned the Truth from her
father and consecrated in 1938. Two
years later she married Br. Theodore
Hack who served as an elder in the
Chicago Ecclesia. A young widow
after 25 years of marriage she
courageously continued strong in
her faith. She was the first resident of
the Bible Students Retirement Center
in 1985. She was a typist for the
Harvest Truth Data Base and a
faithful supporter of obituary work.
She is survived by one son Joel of San
Francisco; two daughters: Debra
Cotton of Michigan and Sr. Lynnette
Larson (1708 Burlington, Lisle, IL
60532); seven grandchildren; one great-grandchild; one brother, Br.
Zygmunt Roguski and one sister, Sr. Irene Mitchell. No funeral or
memorial service was held at her request.
■Br. Andrew Jarmola, age 82, of the Berean Bible Students Church
of Lombard died June 29 after suffering a hemorrhagic stroke June 11.
His death came three days after his sixthieth wedding anniversary.
He is survived by his wife Sr. Helen (5825 S. Normandy Ave., Chicago,
IL. 60638.) A memorial service was conducted by Brs. Roy Boswell
and Joe Knapp on July 12.
■Sr. Mary J. Mascalo, age 84 of the Greater New London Ecclesia
died May 8 as a result of complications from a series of strokes. She
had a life long habit of caring for others, first raising her own family
of three children then caring for a
mother-in-law and then her husband
Br. Daniel who suffered from
Alzheimer's. Acquainted with the
Truth through her husband since the
early 1980s she forsook her Italian
Catholic heritage and made her
covenant of sacrifice in 1990. Her last
two years in a convalescent home
were blessed by the frequent visits of
the local brethren. Though not
responsive in her last days she was
alert when Br. Julius Panucci
expressed the old, old story she grew
to love. She leaves behind three
children: Br. Tom (89 Strawberry Hill
Rd., Bristol, CT 06010), Shirley Annunziata and Marilyn Nystrom; six
grandchildren and one sister Teresa Fansome. Brs. Paul Mali and
Julius Panucci shared the comfort of the Scriptures to those
assembled.
■Br. Dan Henderson of England finished his earthly course July 27
of heart failure at the age of 91. His niece Sr. Rosemary Ansell (3
Springfield Road, Lydney, Gloucestershire GL155LQ, England) was
his caregiver. He consecrated in the early thirties and had a test of
faith during WWII when he objected to military service, a courageous
stand for someone whose father was an army officer. As a result, he
was sent to do humble farm work. Thirty-eight were present at the
August 5 funeral service where Brs. Donald Holliday and David

Lightfoot directed their thoughts to the resurrection hope.
■Sr. Julia Piotrowski , age 84, and Sr. Angeline Mickiewicz, age
90, natural sisters in the fresh and of the Milwaukee Bible Students
both died in early August. While hospitalized for tests, Sr. Julia
finished her course in the narrow way
on August 1. Sr. Angeline died two
weeks later on August 14.
Sr. Angeline was born in Poland
just before WWI, but came as an
infant to America in 1914. Sr. Julia and
Sr. Angeline received the Truth from
their parents Br. John and Sr. Mary
Bialek who where introduced to the
Truth by Br. Frank Baltzer, a colporteur in Minnesota. Later the family
moved to Flint, Michigan where they
met Br. Joseph Anus and began attending the Polish meetings. There
they learned about Br. Russell and
The Divine Plan of the Ages, saw the
original Photo Drama and heard records of Br. Russell's discourses
but never met or saw him
As children, Sr. Julia and Sr. Angeline knew well that the Bible
Students faced opposition. Their parents told them about a time
during WWII when the police came to a convention and took all the
brethren's books and burned them. A
Catholic priest had informed the police about the convention. On another occasion people tied ropes
around the waists of Br. John and two
other brethren then threw them into a
river to force them to salute the flag.
With such courageous examples before them the two sisters consecrated
more than sixty years ago and subsequently continued steadfast in their
faith.
Sr. Julia is survived by three children: Mike Piotrowski, Carolyn Rice
and Paul Piotrowski and three grandchildren. Sr. Angeline is survived by
Sr. Julia
two sons: Jon Mickiewicz and David
Mick; four grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren. Both are
survived by three sisters: Sr. Bertha Azzolina, Martha Hunter, Sr.
Ester Futchkar; two brothers: John and Rudy Bialek and a consecrated niece Sr. Debbie Moore (2176 South 71 St., West Allis, WI
53219, e-mail: gemoore@csd.uwm.edu ) Br. Jerry Moore delivered Sr.
Julia's funeral witness on August 5 to about 80 attendees and also
comforted those who mourned Sr. Angeline' s death on August 18.
■Sr. Inge Severt, age 72, of the Los Angeles Bible Students died
August 7 from heart failure. Born in Germany in the 1930s, her father
was an active elder in the Berlin Ecclesia. In 1938 the Nazis seized and
imprisoned her parents. She hid under a table and, being overlooked,
was saved from induction into the Nazi youth training program.
Providentially, a consecrated aunt cared for her during her parents'
captivity. She also experienced the oppressive power of the
communist government when her fiance Br. Reinhold Severt was
kidnapped by the East German police before their marriage. He was
See Deaths page 11
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Our Brethren Speak
"Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee." Psa. 63:3

Testimonies at Chicago, IL May 26
Romanian Work
Sr. Lisa Dragos, Sighet (Romania) Ecclesia
"...I want to express my joy at the privilege of being with you. We
traveled from Pennsylvania to North Carolina to visit my father. We
had privileges of being in the Louisville-New
Albany Class and with Br. Art and Sr. Esther
Ledwinka who brought us to the convention.
Being with Sr. Joy Kandel has also been a
special privilege. She encouraged my daughter
Sarah in her study of piano.
"We are very involved in the Romanian
work... Just to make a brief sketch of what is
happening, I will tell you I am working together
with Sr. Betty Precup on translating Volume V. Volumes I, II and VI
have been printed in larger format, which is easier for the brethren to
read. In Sighet, we are involved in doing Reprints in a journal form.
Every two months we print five articles, working back systematically
from 1916. We are at the beginning of 1915, which means we have
completed 1915. I think this is an advantage over other foreign
countries which have not done this in a systematic way. We have also
done several indexes to aid the brethren in their studies. The work
keeps going on, Brethren!
"I think it has been good for me to come back to the United States.
The last time I was here was in 1998. My husband Br. Ghita was here
in 1996 and was homesick because we were not
together as a family. This is the first time we are
all together...
"I want to especially express my joy. I want
you to know that I love all of you and am
thankful for the special relationships I have
with some of you and the precious memories...
[Then Sr. Lisa's little daughter Sarah read the
following poem from R5639]
"The Tone of Voice"

"'It is not so much what you say
As the manner in which you say it;
It is not so much the language you use,
As the tones in which you convey it....
"For words but come from the mind,
And grow by study and by art,
But the tones leap forth from the inner self
And reveal the state of the heart... "'
Jerusalem Not Forgotten
Br. Eugene Burns, Northwest Indiana Bible Students
"'Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God,
in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth, is mount Zion...God hath made himself known in her
palaces for a refuge.' [Psalms 48:1-3] Now, the Jewish people pray
that their right hand would forget its cunning if they ever forget
Jerusalem. Well, my right hand has forgotten its cunning—but I have
not forgotten Jerusalem—either the temporal or the New Jerusalem
that is coming down from God out of heaven.
"This is my first occasion of meeting with the brethren after two
months of setbacks and recovery. But I would be remiss if I did not
endeavor to thank you for all the cards, prayers, well wishes, the

flowers, etc. I was so overwhelmed with the amount of mail I got. I
am still going through it a second time. My computer was down a day
or two so I decided to go through all those names again and I am
enjoying the letters a second time—looking up all the scriptures and
Reprint articles. Getting a Reprint down when you are only onehanded is very hard—not the same as it used to be! Anyway, we...
want to thank you for all your love and concern and prayers. It has
meant a lot to me that in my lonely hours I knew that so many were
praying for me. Thank you and may the Lord bless you."
Grateful to be in the Truth
Sr. Joyce Paris, Metropolitan (IL) Bible Students
"...I always testify, because you never know when you might not
have the chance again. You should say something, if you are grateful!
I am grateful to be in the Truth. I was born and
raised in total error in the nominal systems—
until I decided that something was wrong.
Either they are wrong or the Bible is wrong—
and I refused to believe that the Bible was
wrong.
"I went to the Moody Bible Institute and
knew they would have the answer because it
is a school with professors who teach religion... But if you do not like
what is being taught— tough! They are going to teach it to you
anyway. At the final exam, I went to the professor and said, 'I do not
believe this.' He said, 'If you do not put it down for the answer, you
will fail this course.' I said, 'Well, okay.' I put down the answers he
wanted, but at the bottom of the paper, I wrote, 'These are not my
opinions on this matter. This is what I have been taught.' The man
gave me an 'A' and appreciated my words at the bottom. But, this—
like other nominal systems I went to—did not have the answers I was
looking for...
"Also, I was told that because I was a woman I was not to know
about the Bible and was not encouraged to learn. I got kicked out
and left the nominal systems at the same time. How did I do this? I
will tell you. I was the Sunday school teacher and I said I was not
going to teach anymore trinity because I do not believe that Jesus is
God. I was told,ofEither you teach it or you do not teach.' I said,
`Okay, I do not teach.' I was involved in many things and they told
me if I did not do everything they asked they would take all my
responsibilities from me. I said 'Okay' because I could not be a heretic.
One day, the preacher in his sermon looked at me and said, `Go where
your own kind is. Dogs do not run with cats, pigs do not run with
horses, and if you are different from others, then that is where you
need to be.' When he finished, I got my coat and said, 'See you.' That
was in 1974.
"I came into the Truth but that still was not enough for me. I was
raised in the Baptist church where there were only blacks and no white
people telling us what to do. When I started going to the meetings
the first person I saw was a white man, who was the elder. I turned
around and was getting ready to leave when I was reminded of Peter
who said he had not eaten anything uncommon and God told him not
to call anything he made uncommon. I was reminded that I have
wanted the Truth and the Lord was giving it to me. I turned back
around and said, 'If this is what God wants me to have...I am glad to
be in the Truth..."'
Ambassador to India
Sr. Colleen Stewart, Chicago (IL) Bible Students
"...I have important greetings to give to you from your brethren in
India. It is from the convention held five months ago in India that all
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of you sent your love. I was there for two and a half weeks. We
traveled around 3,000 miles and saw eight classes of brethren in the
southern part of India. They were so happy to see us and to have
brethren come literally half way around the world to visit them. I felt
I was an ambassador for the brethren here. The purpose for the trip
was to visit the young people there and try to encourage them. I have
to say that I left with more of an encouragement from them than I left
with them. Their zeal and passion for the Lord and for the Truth is so
amazing! It is amazing to see it here, but when you go to a country
where two percent are Christian out of the entire country and you still
see the same zeal, it seems to be a greater magnitude. I have so much
in my heart to share with you..."
Testimonies at Allentown, PA June 14, 15
Pray for the Brethren in Ghana
Br. Homer Montague, Highland Park (NY) Ecclesia
"...I was thinking about some of our brethren from overseas,
particularly in Ghana, where we have been
involved since 1999. I would like to express my
appreciation publicly to the brethren who
have prayed for us and contributed in many
ways. If your class has books, tapes or other
material that you would like to share, we will
gladly take them with us to the brethren
overseas. Pray for your brethren in Ghana who
are loving the Truth and getting hold of it..."
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for many years. I want you to know that there has not been one day
since you were last in my home that I have not prayed for you.' Every
day for four years, Br. Frey prayed for me! So, if it be the Lord' s will
that something in Michael Volinski' s life changes that will allow an
opening to recover that freshness, I do not know, but I will pray for
him and leave it in the Lord's hands."
Brethren, our Family
Br. Len Griehs, Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia
"...I want to testify in praise of my mother, Sr. Rose Griehs. Some
of you may have heard that she has been going through some
difficulties. She fell and broke a hip the second time—she had broken
one a year ago. At that time, our daughter Rachel was facing surgery
and we could not go to be with my mother as we had before and I was
very worried about what was going to happen. I gave a testimony
about this at the New York Convention, and one of the brethren there,
Sr. Elisabetta Miksa, came up and said, 'You know, what would you
think about my mother coming to stay with your mother?' They had
known each other from a couple of years ago and also go back to when
Br. Carl Hagensick had his first surgery. My wife Sr. Gretchen, being
a nurse, went to stay with Br. Carl for a few weeks to help him
recuperate. Elisabetta' s mother, Sr. Liacottia Sabling, was at the
house and did not speak English at the time. She and Sr. Gretchen
got to be good friends while staying there through sign language, etc.
... I praise the Lord for his oversight in life. ..and his care over me in
this situation... The brethren are our family—all over the world."
Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ July 4 6
-

Persistency in Prayer
Br. David Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia
"We had an experience in our class recently that was encouraging—
and then became discouraging! It was part of what it means to preach
the Harvest message. We had an individual who found Br. Michael
Saunt' s website and lived in our area. His name is Michael Volinski.
He came to our Lord's Memorial service and later came to our home
a few times. While he still carried all the baggage from the nominal
systems, there was real excitement. The last visit, we were talking
about the soul and hell-fire and were making some good inroads.
Toward the end of the evening he said, 'I have a list of essential
doctrines. Let me read it to you.' He started reading the list and lo
and behold —the trinity. I made the comment that we do not see eye
to eye on the trinity. He said, 'What do you think?' I gave him an
encapsulated description of what we believe. He left and I received
an e-mail from him a few days later. His entire demeanor was
completely different. Everything we talked about on death and hell
he came back with scriptures which suggested something else. At
the end, he thanked us for our hospitality, but it is clear that we have
differences and the Scriptures tell him to stay away from error and
avoid them—good-bye. I was so discouraged, as here was
something that seemed to be opening up and blossoming—and just
like that— the door shut.
"Then I remembered this is part of the reaction to the Truth we are
to expect and one thing I have been doing is remembering this man
in my prayers every night. One reason I remember him is one of the
most beautiful things anyone has ever done for me, which was by Br.
Anton Frey. When I was a Jehovah's Witness and was working at
Bethel in 1971, I was visiting Br. Frey in his home on Saturdays—
starting to know the Truth. Then the Witnesses got hold of me and
put a pretty good scare in me and that was it! I did not go back to
Br. Frey' s house. I also did not talk to my dad, who was in the Truth,
for four years. During this time I started reading the Volumes and got
the Truth. After I got the Truth, I wrote a letter to Br. Frey telling him,
am not sure if you remember me, but I am Br. Mel Stein's son and
I was in your home.' The letter I received back from him brought tears
to my eyes. He said, 'Dear Br. David, I have been expecting your letter

Visiting Brethren in France
Sr. Carmella Luke, Jersey City Ecclesia
"...I bring you greetings from your brethren in France. Br. Ray and
I have recently come back from a two-week visit. They had a general
convention in Vigny and one in Lens where we had the privilege of
visiting isolated brethren who were more of a blessing to us than we
were to them.
"The convention in Lens did not have testimony meetings which
was one of the questions we asked and provoked a lot of interesting
discussion. Another observation was that sisters cover their heads
at mealtime. Many of the Polish sisters do that as well as the sisters
in other European countries. Americans wear just this little cap and
I was hoping that would not be offensive to them, but they were very
gracious and stated that it is the symbol that matters. Another thing
of interest is that sisters cannot hold any office in France. They
cannot be secretaries, treasurers, or be on any committee. However,
they are often called upon to pray at conventions and at other
gatherings, which is a little unusual for us [Americans]. About 125
brethren in France are faithful to the Lord and the Harvest Message...
"Most of you know Br. Leonard Wesol. I spoke with my sister, Sr.
Josephine last night and she said he had been close to losing his life.
He was attached to about 15 tubes the other day and was unconscious for ten days. Then, like a miracle, they were able to disconnect
everything—he was taken out of bed and stood up and is hungry and
thirsty. From one day to the next it was a very dramatic change. Now
Br. Leonard is doing fine. He looks tremendous and is no longer
sedated and has been taken off all medications, by the Lord's grace.
The brethren had sung hymns and talked to him while he was in a
coma, which the other patients enjoyed. He was across from the
nurse's station and it was a witness to all the doctors and nurses."
Witness at the Motel
Br. George Young, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia
"...At the motel I had to go to the front office for something and had
a wonderful experience witnessing to the manager! I talked with him
See Brethren page 6
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about many of the doctrines we believe, such as the Ransom, the two
salvations and many things. I ran out to the car to get him a tract, gave
it to him, and the woman who was there with him wanted one too. He
seemed interested in what he was hearing as he has been searching
and had been to many different churches. I told him I would go back
to the convention and get him some literature that he would enjoy and
he was very pleased. I ask an interest in your prayers for the followup with this experience. When we came back to deliver the additional
literature, the woman who was there earlier had apparently read the
tract and said, 'It is so nice and so inspirational. Thank you very
much. —
South African Brother Visits Convention
Br. Dean Oswell, Durban, South Africa
"...I would like to bring the love from your brethren in South Africa.
It is a blessing to me to see the examples of the brethren I have met.
I have had correspondence with many—but to
meet them in person is wonderful... I train
young people at swimming pools and this is
why I am here. I have shared the Truth with one
youngster but he said he was not interested.
However, something came up and led to a
discussion on the Truth. The discussion then
led to other questions and he actually took the
Volume! On his own, he came back with written
answers to his questions that had been posed. So I ask your prayers
that this opportunity might continue to grow. It made me think that
we must be humble and not put any limits on those who desire to know
God's amazing plan."

Visited Brother in Prison
Br. Richard Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"...It was my privilege to work at the Dawn for six years. At the end
of that time, I went to New Haven—as there was an attraction
there... and we were later married! While I was courting Sr Anna May,
it was our privilege to go to Danbury Prison to visit Br. Harry Nugent*
I brought a Bible with me and, because I was a minister, they allowed
me to come in. The guard looked through all the pages in the Bible
to check it out. After confiscating it, they gave it back to me and I was
able to visit Br. Harry for about 30 minutes. I appreciated his spirit to
stand up for what he believes in the Lord. Incidentally, I attended his
father's funeral while Br. Harry was in prison. They allowed him to
come to the funeral with a couple of detectives who escorted him. He
was a man of peace and we knew that. Still this was the only way he
could come. I appreciate his service for the Lord and the brethren... "
*Br. Nugent was in prison as a conscientious objector during WW
II. Ed
Testimonies at Greencastle, IN July 26 30
-

A Light in the Dark
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Bible Students
"...I was thrilled with the public meeting last evening and the attentive
public who came to hear it, indicated by the number of questions that
came up after the presentation. I had the privilege after the meeting
to discuss these matters with a family. This was the first time we had
the privilege of letting our light shine in the dark—literally! The lights
all went out and we kept talking for at least 20 minutes in the dark until
the custodian came and said that they had to close up the building
and we would have to leave. This was an opportunity to further
discuss the matters that were presented at the public meeting in
relation to divine healing and the salvations. I was glad that the threemember family we talked with inquired about the scriptures showing
two salvations—what is available now as a member of the bride of

Christ and the future opportunities for those who do not accept
Christ now. The fifteenth chapter of Acts, verses 14-17, are
wonderful scriptures for this subject...They were so glad to hear
them, saying they never knew that scripture existed in the Bible..."
Black Expo Witness
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope (IN) Bible Students
"...We had our fair booth effort and the Black Expo effort a few days
ago... In little over a week's time, our class put out over 600 Volumes
in addition to literature and a lot of booklets.
"It started on Sunday and Br. John and Sr.
Isabelle were there while I stayed home to enjoy
a quiet evening. That evening I had a phone call
from Israel! Like many brethren, we get an e-mail
service from Israel that gives us the daily news
of what goes on there. The man was asking for
a donation. I started witnessing to him, telling
him about our trips to Israel... He said, 'Wow, you are really involved.'
I talked to him about the promises to Abraham and all the land the Lord
said he would give him. I told him about the video the brethren had
and asked if he wanted a copy. He very much did, so I forwarded the
name to New Brunswick. I was very thankful Br. John came home
from the fair all excited, having had the privilege of giving out several
Volumes, and then I was able to say, 'Guess what I did!'
"We have lots of opportunities to comfort people and the
`Comfort and Consolation' booklet is very popular. One lady at the
Black Expo said she was going to a funeral the next day and wanted
to take that booklet. I said, 'Here, take some more and pass them out
at the funeral home. We do that all the time and people really love this
booklet.' So, she took a stack.
"...The Black Expo was over on Sunday and on Wednesday we
received a phone call from a lady. She said, 'I got this Divine Plan
of the Ages from Mark Chastain. Who are you? Are you Baptist,
Methodist, Lutheran, or what?' I told her we were nondenominational. She said, 'But who are you? This booklet is laid out well and
we like it, but we do not understand what denomination you are.' I
said, 'You cannot pigeonhole us. Read the material, prove it for
yourself and harmonize it with the Scriptures.' She said, 'What about
this C.T. Russell? Are you Jehovah's Witnesses?' I explained that
a little bit. Her next question was whether or not we believe in the
trinity. I explained our belief on that subject and she said, 'Thank you.
I got the information I needed to know.' She said she looked up some
of these things on the Internet and was getting the wrong information,
so I gave her the website of the New Brunswick class. She did say
she wanted to use Volume One in their church as a study guide. We
are thankful for the impact of this and to see how the Lord will bless
it.
"We were all impressed with the public meeting the other night...
We had a simple lecture with a Chart of the Ages and a strong
conviction of the Scriptures. What an impact it made. We do not need
`high tech' stuff to be a witness. We can just have the Truth and let
the Lord do the work..."
Chicago Witness Activity Committee
Br. Mark Kandel, Chicago (IL) Bible Students
"...The last two years I have been privileged to be on the Witness
Activity Committee in Chicago... One thing we have tried is putting
a 'booklet of the month' ad in the Sun Times. The ad looks the same
every month and goes in the last Friday of the month offering a
different booklet. Next, we tried mailing out to 90,000 home school
addresses and have gotten 500-600 responses on 'How to Study the
Bible...' We have tried magazine ads, and the literature distribution
service tells us they are getting swamped and cannot keep up with
the responses. That is good.
"Not everything works. We have the fourth largest Spanish

population in Chicago with over one million. We tried an advertisement in the newspaper using 'For This Cause' around Easter and had
no responses. We have the largest Polish population outside of
Warsaw and tried an ad in the Polish paper—zero responses. On a
whim, we tried an ad in the Romanian paper and received one
response. I am glad the class supports projects...
"We have also been trying different fairs. We went to the Book
Fair for the fifth year. We offered the seven-in-one Studies in the
Scriptures for $5.00 and ordered 100—not knowing how many we
would sell. We sold just about as many of the individual Volume Ones
as we did the other! We were witnessing to one couple... when a man,
who has been at this fair every single year, stated in a loud voice how
he knows everything about the Jehovah's Witnesses and us. His
voice was booming, I could not even think what to say to the couple.
As it turned out, they took literature and said they would come to the
public meeting in September. Because it was raining, we were packing
up early, when a man ran after us saying, 'Wait! You cannot go. I said
I would be back for two of those books.' We went through all the
books to find the books he wanted. It was a great experience! A lot
of people remember you from year to year, so it is good to go back
repeatedly. One man said, 'Is this the same group who puts that ad
in the paper every month?' Who would think someone would see the
small ad in the Sun Times and associate it with our booth, especially
since we used another paper to advertise for the Book Fair. Also, we
tried a fair in Elmhurst where we have our meeting. It is called, 'Elm
Fest.' There was not as much traffic, but one man said, 'You have been
here 25 years? We have never heard of you.' The Chicago Bible
Students is the best-kept secret in Elmhurst. That very idea is our next
advertising campaign—`The best-kept secret in the Scriptures.'
"Our campaign for the public meeting in September is 'Remember
Where You Were on September 11? Where Was God?' We are really
looking forward to this. We surely need your prayers. We are doing
a saturation mailing of 17,000 names in surrounding areas where the
public meeting is to be held. It is also going to be advertised on WGN
Radio, which covers 39 states and is on the Internet. We desire to
continue what we can, while we can, and be faithful to those
opportunities."
Public Meeting Preparations, Blessings
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County (MI) Bible Students
"...We give our heavenly Father all praise and glory for his help, and
how he worked through so many brethren in putting together the
opportunity for the public meeting. We are thankful for the vision of
the sponsoring ecclesias to arrange to spend the Lord's money in this
way, the brethren who labored in the advertising and for those who
have been praying for us in this effort since they first learned of it. We
appreciate the brethren's willingness to allow a subject that they
might have been a bit leery of at first, wondering if we could take a
subject such as 'Angels and Demons in the World Today' and
present it in a way that it would turn out to be a blessing to people.
What kind of audience would we draw? I did not have the answer on
that—who would know? The result, however, indicated that the Lord
seemed to add a blessing. I thought beforehand of responses I would
give if some witches had come or some pagans thinking they would
come to defend their position or try to throw some dust in the air as
if we had misrepresented their beliefs. We were trying to think of ways
to gracefully handle everything but, lo and behold, some of the things
we did not expect were some of the questions that developed. Yet,
in all of it, we saw a lot of sincerity in the questions. I was thrilled that
the brethren had a heart desire to make the effort to communicate with
complete strangers and take their time to tell them more about the
wonderful story...
"On the other side of it, I appreciate the prayers during the
service—being sustained by the knowledge that there were so many
brethren, who I feel have very near and dear relationships with the
—
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heavenly Father, seeking his help on our behalf to help represent the
Truth. It is extremely moving and touching... On the other hand, with
the blessings comes the humbling. Undoubtedly, when we listen to
the tape in the future to see if we can make improvements, we will hear
our gaps, our misstatements or incomplete sentences, inadvertent
statements, and scriptures we now think of which would have been
better responses to some of the questions. The Lord has a way to
temper and balance these things, and we appreciate that.
"...From the research on the occult, I came to a deeper sense of
heartache for the groaning creation and what they are dealing with—
especially the young people and helpless parents. It is sad but all the
greater motivation to give them some information, ammunition and
encouragement from the Word of God that would allow them to maybe
help their loved ones. It is really a spiritual warfare they are engaged
Love from Nigeria
Br. Victor Osinaike, Ibadan, Nigeria
"...I am happy to be here with you. I am duty-bound to extend the love
of brethren in my class. I attended the convention in Nigeria where
brethren brought me to the United States. I had
my mind focused on coming here to visit small
classes of brethren. I never imagined I would be
attending conventions and I have been to three
in a row already...
"I also want to share with you the goodness
of the Lord in how he allowed me to come here.
To the extent of some economies in the world,
a lot of people want to travel from Africa to America and Europe,
thinking things will be better. To that extent I was equally open that
maybe one day I could go to a place where I would do better for myself
and help my family. That has been my thought for quite some time
until about six years ago. It occurred to me I was wasting energy,
wanting to go somewhere that is better...I came to terms with myself
that God wants me to be useful in Africa, which is why he put me
there...I became somewhat relaxed and enjoyed the best that my
environment gives me... I then went to a larger city looking for a better
job. I finished my assignments and was going back home when a
friend encouraged me to try a certain kind of programming I had tried
it in the past and it did not work and I told him I was not interested.
However, this family impressed it on me that I should follow them and
that they would be responsible for all it would take for me to try my
hand at it. I followed them and came back home. That was in 2001.
In 2002,1 saw that they needed people to go to America who knew the
programming I had learned. So, lo and behold, I am here. It came with
a price, though. I have to be separated from my wife, which is
painful..."
Finding Wheat, Binding Tares
Br. Tom Mascala, Hartford (CT) Bible Students
"...Sr. Donna and I had a discussion as to how long it has been since
we attended an I 0 Convention— finally coming to the conclusion
that it has been too long...
"In the course of conversation from the airport to here, a sister
asked, 'What is your goal this week at the convention? What do you
want to accomplish?' You know, I never thought of it that way. Sr.
Donna and I were happy to be here, knowing we would get many
blessings from the talks and fellowship, but never thought about what
would be our goal. That pricked my conscience as to why we wanted
to be here. We wanted to be with the Lord's people, get away from
the cares of the world for a few days to receive blessings and walk
closer with the Lord.
"I was glad to hear of all the witness work going on with the fairs,
tracting, etc. The Hartford Class has been doing these things all along
-

See
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An American From page 1

A more pertinent and more spiritual question is, "What are the brethren like?" Outside
appearances and circumstances of life can be
very different. However, on the inside, brethren and people in general are basically the
same all over the world. The external differences, which seem so obvious at first, are
seen in time to be somewhat superficial and
have less to do with the inner man.
The brethren here study the same Truth,
have the same questions, problems and make
the same mistakes as those in other lands.
There are problems unique to this area but
that is true of different regions of the United
States and anywhere in the world. Many of
the challenges faced here are due to the
mindset developed by 50 years of isolation.
Such deeply entrenched practices and ideas
cannot be changed quickly. Most local ecclesias—but not all—follow the guidelines given
in Volume VI regarding the election of
elders, ecclesia organization, etc.

Russian Volume One
Though our relationship to one another as
brethren is spiritual, there is also a family
aspect. Several families have provided special seasons of fellowship in their homes.
This is reminiscent of the labors of love of
Martha, Mary and Lazarus on behalf of our
Lord Jesus. Their home was a welcome oasis.
Because the brethren are more occupied
with the cares of life it is difficult for them to
be involved in additional activities outside
the meetings and conventions.
The children of the consecrated are our
first priority when it comes to passing the
torch of Truth on to others. It has been
rewarding to see their genuine interest.
However, cultural differences have been challenging. The children at times do not have
much free time aside from their daily chores.
Brethren have also asked us about meetings and Truth activities here. A journal of
translated articles from the original "Tow-

ers" is published six times a year by the Sighet
Bible Students. Hundreds of brethren receive and appreciate this Journal, though it
took some time for all to be convinced that Br.
Russell was the author. This question still
persists in some places in Moldova but
progress is being made.
The Volumes are being retranslated and
reprinted under the direction of the Cluj Bible
Students. The most common form of study
in Romania and Moldova is Berean Study
based on the Volumes. Discourses seem to
be more frequent—as a part of the weekly
meetings—than in the United States. Testimony meetings are becoming more frequent,
but are not held in every place. Verse by verse
Bible study is also conducted in some places.
Meetings in smaller classes are usually held
in the homes. The brethren have purchased
a meeting hall as some meetings are too large.
There are a number of brethren here in fulltime service in various capacities. Some are
engaged as pilgrims, some in translation,
others in preparing materials for
printing and public witness work,
etc. These are
mostly retired
and have a pension from the
government.
Some have taken
early retirement
and a smaller
pension, in order
to enter the
Lord's service
more quickly.
Unemployed
elders use their
time to visit isolated and afflicted brethren.
Other elders also make such visits. This practice seems to be more common than in America,
perhaps because of the higher concentrations of brethren in a given area.
The best locations for witnessing seem to
be in the health resorts that are found in many
places in Romania. Brethren travel long hours
on the train to reach some of these resorts.
Activities range from a simple table of literature to more elaborate public witness meetings using a video projector. Funeral services are the most frequently used form of
public witness.
"Have my expectations been met?" I had
certain mental pictures in my mind concerning what I would do, where I would go, etc.,
but there was a concerted effort not to put too
much weight on them. The opportunities that
did arise were greater and different than I
could have expected or hoped.
In that regard, a brief summary of the past

years travels follows.
Poland - April, 2002

Close ties to Poland date back to 1990 where
a warm relationship developed with the
Pietrzyk family, which have served as our
host on several visits since.
This country is a powerful example of the
results of blowing the prophetic "Jubilee

Pietrzyk family with Br. Allen

Trumpet." (Lev. 25:9,10) The recent fall of
communism can be said to have had its beginnings there.
In Krakow, which served as our base of
operations, we visited the location of the
filming of Schindler's List as well as an
ancient Jewish cemetery. Both places brought
back memories of previous visits to the death
camp Auschwitz. The Holocaust, horrible as
it was, seems to have served a divine purpose
in the reestablishment of the nation of Israel.
This is yet another indication that we are in
the end times.
Much of our time was spent visiting nearby
brethren and attending meetings.
Germany - May, 2002

This was our second visit to Germany,
separated by more than a decade.
Nevertheless, the ties of friendship
developed still remained strong.
The Samuel Stalder family was our host for
the first portion of this visit. A highlight of
the trip was our tour of
the region around
Worms—birthplace of
the Reformation. We visited the Gutenberg museum in addition to the
entire area surrounding
Worms. Cathedrals, museums and history tell the
tale of a good start that
Br. Stalder
was overcome by the
spirit of the world and compromise. Dan.
11:34
Without exception, the original Reform-

ers recognized the great apostate system as
the Antichrist spoken of by Jesus and the
Apostles. The name Protestant carried real
significance in those days when to protest
against the status quo meant to risk one's life.
The great truth that started the Reformation is absent in churchianity today. To make
mention of it is to bring down upon one's
head the wrath of those "daughter" systems
which now embrace the spirit they once protested against.
Further south we were hosted by the
Daniel Kaleta family. Br. Daniel took us to see
Sr. Janina (Nina) Fietz,
who had suffered much
at the hand of Stalin's regime. One of her children
froze to death while she
was working in the labor
camps. She had put them
under the floorboards in
the unheated shanty where
they
lived to give them
Sr. Nina
some protection, but it was
not enough. Despite such heartaches, she remained steadfast in her faith throughout decades of religious persecution. Her most prized
possession is the Bible that she managed to
keep during all those years.
Another highlight was the visit to an
isolated couple in the southern part of Germany. You would never know that the humble
brother is a world-renowned photographer
whose work can be found in bookstores
around the globe. His response to our inquiries on the subject: "The Lord gave me this
little index finger so I could push a button
once in a while to support my family and help
out i n the work."
France - May, 2002
Northern France is rich historically. One of
the highlights of this visit was to a WWII war
memorial in the region bordering southern
Germany. Even after decades, the
atmosphere of the terrible tragedy of war is

World War II Memorial Cemetery
pervasive. Relics of that global conflict
include trenches, reinforced concrete
bunkers and most tragic, the countless

crosses dotting the now peaceful hillsides.
Other highlights included visits to local
meetings of the brethren in private homes

Headstone showing two hands
and viewing one of the oldest Jewish cemeteries in Europe. The two hands on the
grave marker, each in the shape of the Hebrew
letter "shin," are a symbol of the tribe
of Levi.
Siberia June, 2002
-

The word "warmth" is not usually associated
with Siberia. Not all of Siberia is a cold arctic
wasteland. Siberia is the largest land region
on the face of the earth. It wraps around
nearly half the globe—crossing more
meridians than Europe and North America
combined. It shares a southern border with
Mongolia and reaches northward to the
Arctic Ocean. It is as diverse culturally as it
is geographically.
Our visits were to the small city of Tulun
— a seven-hour train ride north of Irkutsk and
Lake Baikal. This is still only a small fraction
of the distance from Mongolia to the northern border.
Visitors must first make their way to Moscow and then endure a journey varying from
parts of two days—using a combination of
airplane and train—to an even more difficult
four days, via Siberian express. Consequently,
visits are rare and are deeply appreciated.
It gets very cold here in the winter—minus
50 Celsius (minus 35 degrees Fahrenheit) but
our last visit was one of the warmest on
record. Daily temperatures were above 30
Celsius, (75 degrees Fahrenheit) making the
local river a popular spot for swimmers, young
and old alike. Thunderstorms were a daily
feature as well.
A small group of about 20 brethren reside
in the city of Tulun. Most of them are elderly
sisters who were brought here from many
countries during the Stalin era as forced
laborers. Their husbands either died from the
difficult conditions in the labor camps, or
succumbed to an equally tragic death from
consuming wood alcohol — readily available
and cheaper than the nonpoisonous variety.
The diversity of cultural backgrounds in this
region is a result of Stalin's practices.
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Daily meetings were held in private
homes, consisting of a study and/or discourse, followed by a sumptuous meal. Such
hospitality is important to the host, as an
expression of gratitude, but is a great sacrifice to someone on a meager pension.
Knowing about the severe persecutions
of some in the past because of their faith and
realizing that some have continued problems with non-believing family members
makes each visit to the sick and elderly
especially rewarding.
Our entourage consisted of eight brethren
from four different countries (France,
Moldova, Romania and the U.S.). We were
entertained in the apartments of two sisters
who happen to live next to each other—Sr.
Tamara and Sr. Iulia. They also are among
the very few who have a private phone. This
allowed us to do something truly revolutionary for Tulun— set up an Internet connection
and attend the first on-line meeting.
Sr. Tamara' s son was killed many years
ago when a wagon he was riding in, to go
work in the fields, overturned. Searching for
an answer to the question "Why does God
permit evil?" led her to the Truth.
Moldova - August, 2002
The day we entered the north of Moldova,
news came from the south that the young son

Br. Viorel Neagu comforts Br. Viorel Hamza
of Br. Viorel Hamza had died from heart
problems that he had since birth. We
immediately changed our itinerary to
journey there and be with the family. The
joy on the faces of those who greeted us were
surpassed by the deep emotions of a father
who just lost his son and the brother who is
comforting him.
What a blessed hope is ours! The words
of Jeremiah 31:15-17 were used in one funeral address and brought great comfort.
We look forward to that time when all
those who have ever died will come again —
to be resurrected here upon the earth. They
shall hear the voice of the Son of Man and
come forth. Then will be answered the oftrepeated prayer: "Thy Kingdom come, Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven." CI
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Harvest News
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven." Matt. 5:16

"Angels and Demons" Discussed at Public Meeting
The 29th Annual Convention of IndianaOhio Ecclesias was held July 26-30 at
DePauw University—a new site—in
Greencastle, Indiana. The brethren attending
were treated to a "feast of fat things" served
to them by 23 speakers, of which five elders
addressed the convention for the first time:
Brs. Ron Chastain, Allen Coffman, Steve
Palmgren, Dennis Stansberry and David
Wiant.
The brethren housed in the dormitories
spoke of the general comfort and convenience of the facilities. Other brethren stayed
in motels off campus. The people of the town
and those who served at the University were
warm and friendly. This was especially true
of the people who served in the cafeteria
which was spacious and well organized. The
Lord provided delightful weather which made
the walk to and from the cafeteria a pleasant
experience.

Outstanding Public Meeting
The public witness Sunday evening, July 27,
was given by Br. Ric Cunningham of the
Oakland County (MI) Bible Students.
Brethren from the five sponsoring ecclesias were active in developing and distributing advertising material for the free event. A

two color display advertisement was placed ies were taken. Also, 30 Volume I magazine
for five consecutive days proceeding the editions, 17 "Where are the Dead" and 16
event in the local Green Castle, Indiana news- "How to Study the Bible and Have it Make
paper. Posters displaying
the ad were displayed at various locations around the city
and on the campus.
The presentation was
in the World Today
scheduled from 7 to 9 p.m. for
an hour and a half discourse
Sunday, July 27th 7,09 pm
DePauw University, Moore Theatre Performing Arts Center
with a question and answer
period of one-half hour,
which was extended. An
audience of 50 was present
The Bible warns that the servants of Satan
would appear as angels of light. 2Cor. 1114 - 15
and many participated in the
Biblical Facts versus Popular Fiction
spirited discussion which
• demonic influences in movies, games, books
followed.
• impact of demons on ancient mythology
The address included a
• "doctrines of demons" in the churches
• demons and extra-terrestrial phenomena
scriptural account of the cre• the unseen war against wicked spirits
ation and fall of man and of
Due to the serious nature of this presentation and the question an
"the angels which kept not
answer period following. we advise thatyoung children not attend.
Admission FREE — No Collection
their first estate" and God's
Sponsored by the Indiana-Ohio Bible Student Ecclesias
purpose and plan for both.
1-888-7781B LE
Br. Ric provided a handout
Poster used at DePauw University
of 34 scripture citations and
clearly explained the evidences of the in- Sense." Eighteen names were left to receive
creasing influence of spiritism in our day.
future mailings. The following day, two
A variety of tracts was handed out with women who had attended the program came
the most popular being "What say the Scrip- back for more literature and said, "We hope
tures Concerning Spiritism," of which 36 cop- you will return next year."l

An.qeis & Demons
Comet of Olive 5 , a College Ave In Greencastle

Where Was God on 9/11?
The Chicago Bible Students sponsored a
combination public talk and Internet witness
on September 12. The subject, "Where Was
God on 9/11?"—a power-point presentation
by Br. Bob Gray—was designed to tie in with
the Patriot's Day commemoration of the
terrorist attack on the World Trade Center on
September 11, 2001. Before the presentation,
Br. Gray conducted a half hour interview with
Br. Alex Loutsky, the New York Fire
Department paramedic who was the first to
notify the emergency response system of the
planes crashing into the twin towers. He was
among the first on the scene—twice facing
death as each of the towers collapsed. A
strong Truth message was given by the
Chicago ecclesia through their concerted
promotion of the program.

Exceptional Program
Promotions
A number of advertising efforts were made

using various methods of communication.
Two mass mailings were sent. The booklet
"Where Was God on 9/11?" was sent to
17,000 addresses and the Ecclesia' s 32 page
magazine Bible Study Review was sent to a
mailing list of 6,200. Both the booklet and the
magazine contained a full page ad about the
program. Two poster distributions were
made, one to 500 area businesses and
another of 100 color posters to Chicago fire
houses. Television ads included a 30-second
commercial that aired 40 times on CLTV with
30 marquee screen ads donated by the
station, also, four TV commercials, donated
by the Hartford (CT) ecclesia, appeared on
the PAX station in New York City. On radio,
sixteen spots on station WGN Chicago were
heard in 39 states Press releases to media
offering interviews with Br. Alex Loutsky
were sent to 132 newspapers, radio and TV
stations, and a half-page ad was placed in a
local newspaper. While attendance at the
public talk was disappointing-16 public

attended—the presentation continues to be
viewed on the Internet, and, to date, over
2,700 public have accessed the program.
Brethren throughout the world were notified
via Br. Ron Palmgren' s e-mail service and 266
attended on-line.CI

Ad Offers Comfort
The Starkville, MS Ecclesia, along with
other participating classes, placed an ad
in the Meridian, Mississippi newspaper
shortly after a fatal shooting at the
Lockheed-Martin manufacturing plant
in Meridian on July 8.
The two column seven inch ad offered the "And God Cried" booklet, with
30 responses thus far. A letter was
included inviting the respondents to
the Southeast Regional Convention the
first weekend of December in Meridian.
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Serving Our Brethren
"Whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me."Matt. 18:5

East Coast Power Failure
York reports that the power
outage allowed him to get some
much needed sleep. Br. Ric
Cunningham from the Detroit
area stated "...We were without electricit y for 26 hours and
without water for 30. We are
tha nkful to the Lord that we
always have 20 gallons of drinking water on hand and the hot
water heater has about 40 more.
We used buckets to collect
water from the gutter downspouts during a heavy rainstorm to flush the toilets and
cooked all of our meats on the
charcoal grill to preserve them
U.S. satellite photo showing area that lost power
a little longer. The gas stations
could not pump gas and the
The largest power failure in North America
occurred on Thursday, August 14 at 4:09 p.m. traffic lights were out, so you can imagine the
Cities went dark, trains stalled and ten major driving problems. Emergency personnel made
airports shut down. Fifty million people in the special trips to homes for people who needed
U.S. and Canada were affected for 12 hours or to keep medical equipment running. Stores
threw out refrigerated foods. People who had
more.
Br. Homer Montague of Hempstead, New generators, had no gas to operate them."El

Correction in Large Print and
Standard Edition
In the last issue a scripture reference was
incorrectly given for page 229 for Volume
One which read Luke 3:17, 21, 22. The Large
Print as well as the standard edition should
read: Luke 3:17; 21:22.

Secretary Name and Address
Change
Columbus Indiana Bible Students
Debbie McClellan
3181 Martha Court
Columbus, IN 47203

Lord's Will Sought
Thirty years ago the Bible Students
Newsletter was born; to be supported by
contributions alone. The Lord has richly
blessed its mission. Lately, the support has
been dwindling and it may be necessary to
discontinue publication. We are praying for
the Lord's direction in this matter.

Deaths From page 3

imprisoned for four years for distributing Truth literature. During
that time she learned the value of "love bears all things ...endures
all things." In addition to her husband Br. Reinhold (20030 Lorne
St., Canoga Park, CA 91306, e-mail: isross@pacbell.net) she is
survived by two sons, Ralf and Raymond and six grandchildren. Br.
Wade Austin led her memorial service August 17 to the 70 present.

from Paget's disease, which is a painful bone condition. She is
survived by her daughter Sr. Dixie Hamilton (3500 WBR Townline Rd,
Beloit, WI 53511); sons: Brs. Donald and David Stoikes; eight
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. Her husband Br. Floyd
proceeded her in death in 1990. Br. Paul Mezera, Sr. conducted her
funeral services on September 24, with 80 in attendance.

■Br. Clarence Weber of the Greater Portland Area Bible Student
Ecclesia died July 14 at age 82. Formerly an elder of the Antioch, CA
Ecclesia he and his wife Sr. Dorothy
moved to the Bible Student's
Retirement Center three years ago.
Consecrating in 1970, Br. Clarence
first heard of the Truth through Sr.
Dorothy's cousin Walter Steinhouer
who was the father of Sr. Millie
Andrus. Those who studied in
Antioch remember him as one who
recognized and conformed to the
Truth in the message of "that wise and
faithful servant." He expressed his
first love by often praying "many,
many, many, many thanks " He is
survived by his wife Sr. Dorothy
(1801 NE 201 Ave., F9, Fairview, OR
97024). Brs. Jerry Leslie and Darcy Andrus conducted a memorial
service July 26 at the Bible Students Retirement Center.

■ Br. Gheorghe Teleuca, Ocnita,
Moldova, died May 24 after an
extended illness. He is remembered as
a faithful, meek and humble brother.
He was imprisoned twice because of
his stand for the Truth. He was faithful
in witnessing and did much to
encourage and help the brethren. He
is survived by his wife Sr. Katia.
Though living alone now, the
meetings of the Ocnita Ecclesia are
held in her home twice a week. His
funeral witness was given by Brs.
George Wilmott (U.S.), Cornel Brie
(Romania) and Joan Galis (Romania).
Many public attended.

■Sr. Freda Meyer, 86 years old, of the Southern Wisconsin Bible
Students died September 19 from kidney failure. She also suffered

• Sr. Marie Zabowsky, age 97 of the La Salle Ecclesia died August
28 from congestive heart failure. She was the last member of the former
Lithuanian Ecclesia of LaSalle. Residing in an assisted living unit for
the last two years she continued expressing her life long hope in the
Ransom and Restitution by giving tracts with words of
See Deaths page 13
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New Brethren in Christ
"I delight to do thy will, 0 my God: yea, thy law is within my heart."Psa. 40:8

Immersions 2003
At New York City, NY March 23
Br. Isaac Roldan, Staten Island Bible Students Ecclesia, former
Jehovah's Witness who came in contact with the Harvest message
through the "Food for Thinking Jehovah's Witnesses" web page.
At Detroit, MI area June 22
Sr. Linda Hayes, Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit,
third generation to consecrate.
Appreciation Comes From Trials
Sr. Linda Hayes, Detroit, MI
"The Lord guided me through special trials starting with my divorce
in 2000. I felt myself drawing closer to
the Lord. The decision to consecrate
this year is one that is bringing me
inner peace in a world of turmoil.
My grandparents on both sides of
the family were consecrated as well as
my mother Sr. Ann Lalin Barzyk and
my aunt and uncle Sr. Mary and Br.
Harry Nugent. My father Mitchell
Barzyk was raised in the Truth.
Since I was raised in the Truth I
have now come to the point in life of
full appreciation of how fortunate I am
that my eyes were opened to God's
precious promises.
Br. Bill Dutka gave the baptismal
talkandBr. Randy Gowlyluk immersed
me. Many from my class were in
attendance.
I give thanks to our kind and mer,
ciful heavenly Father and his precious son for all their blessings and
for bringing me out of darkness into
the light!"
Sr. Linda
At Johnstown, PA July 22
Sr. Sandy Griffin, Chicago Bible Students, daughter of Sr. Vicki,
fourth generation to consecrate.
Sr. Cheryl Goodman, Orlando Bible Students, fourth generation to
consecrate, wife of Br. Bob, daughter of Sr. Emogene Blicharz.
Sr. Lonnie Farchione, Milwaukee, (WI) Bible Students, daughter of
Br. Mike and Sr. Debbie, fourth generation to consecrate.
Br. John Brown, Greenfield, (OH) Ecclesia husband of Sr. Janean
who was immersed last year.
Sr. Joan Johnson
In Nigeria August 17
From the Agwa Ecclesia:
Br. Elias Nwoke
Br. Vitalis Eke
Sr. Rosefina Egbu
Sr. Edith Ebepu
Br. Valentine Ebepu
Br. Lawrence Nwaneti
Br. Loveday Odionyemma
Br. Jude Onwumere

Br. Gerald Onubegbule
Br. Victor Chikwe
Sr. Dominica Opara
Sr. Glory Obiukwu
Sr. Slverline Onuegbule
Br. Alex Ezeocha
Sr. Blessing Egbu, Ibadan Ecclesia
Sr. Prisca Ariwodor, Uromi Ecclesia
Br. Otuikere Friday, Uromi Ecclesia
At Washington DC, August 24
Br. David Timothy Adams, Washington
DC Ecclesia, son of Br. Roger and Sr. Eva
Adams, fourth generation to consecrate.

Br. David

At New York City, NY August 30
Br. Fred Neelen, Staten Island Bible
Students Ecclesia, heard the Truth from
Br. August Tornquist.
Br. Peter Vadis, Staten Island Bible
Students Ecclesia, first heard the Truth 41
years ago.

At Huntsville, AL September 20
Br. Larry Carr, Huntsville, Alabama Ecclesia, son of Sr. Kathleen
Carr, third generation Bible Student.
Sr. Vickie Carr, Huntsville, Alabama Ecclesia, wife of Br. Larry.
Sr. Kay Curell, East Tennessee Bible Students Association, wife of
Br. Marvin Curell. Br. Marvin was introduced to the Truth via Studies
In the Scriptures 45 years ago by his brother Erwin. Br. Marvin was
immersed in 2001. Sr. Kay is a former member of the First
Congregational Church. Sr. Kay consecrated two years ago.
Sr. Sonya Morris, North Huntsville Bible Students, active in seeking
the Truth, she assisted Br. George Washington in his radio ministry.
Br. George Washington, North Huntsville Bible Students. Affiliated
with various organizations his whole life, he was introduced to the
Truth via Studies In The Scriptures on cassette by a friend from the
Worldwide Church of God. Several years ago, he began a radio
ministry with the help of other Truth seekers. Because of his physical
blindness he relied on the help of others—one of which was Sr. Sonya
Morris.
Br. Chad Mosley, Huntsville, Alabama Ecclesia, son of Br. Phillip and
Sr. Men Lyn Mosley, third generation to consecrate.
Sr. Jean Orr, Salem, South Carolina, raised a Baptist, she heard the
Truth from a neighbor Sr. Ona Edney and made a consecration 30
years ago.

Sr. Blessing Egbu about to be immersed
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and it is continuing all over the country and all over the world. The
Lord will let us know when the Harvest work is done but, until that
time, it is our part and we are willing to do it—to spread his gospel and
look for those grains of wheat that might be out there. When I first
came into the Truth, we would tract door to door and I would get
discouraged because we would not get anyone to come into the class,
even though we were passing out thousands of tracts. One time I told
one of the brethren, 'You know, I get discouraged because we do not
see any results.' He said, 'Br. Tom, look at it this way. If we are not
gathering the wheat, we are binding the tares.' I never forgot that. All
the tracts we send out is doing the Lord's work, whether finding wheat
or binding tares. I find that of great encouragement. Until that 'dark
night' comes, we will continue to do the Harvest work.
"We know all our experiences, even trials, are from the Lord. Some
are short and some long. We always pray that his grace will be
sufficient to get us through them because we want to know the lesson.
The long ones, though, Brethren, are really tough. We have to look
to the Lord every day. Hopefully, we can learn from those lessons.
I lost my mother this year and only the grace of God and the brethren
who attended the services have uplifted us. There were more brethren
at my mother's funeral than there was family. They came from all over
the state of Connecticut for support..."
He Provided the Grace
Sr. Estelle Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
"...I have to thank the Lord that I am even here. Br. Bill and I are taking
care of my parents in our home. My father has fairly severe dementia
and my mother has mild dementia. My father is getting physically
impaired. We are also taking care of my sister-in-law who is from
Wyoming. In Wyoming there is very little
quality health care and she has a rare and very
deadly form of cancer, so I asked her to come to
our home and go to the oncologist that I know
at the James Cancer Center. She had been told
she only had two years to live and to go home
and put her life in order. She is a Catholic so we
did not know how all this was going to work out
for us, but it is working out very well. I feel we
have a little 'care facility.' I was getting to the point where I was really
reaching the end of my physical and emotional rope. My husband
had knee surgery; my mother was having several eye surgeries; my
sister-in-law was with us; I was physically drained; and I just got to
the point where I said, 'Lord, I need to have your grace to help me
through this.' He provided the grace. I felt this peace and calm, which
was a wonderful feeling. Right after that, the lights went out for 98
hours. We could not run water down the sinks or flush toilets.
Everyone was sick and I took care of their needs—it was really an
interesting experience. The Lord provided grace through all of it. I
thought I would let the brethren know that if you are reaching the end
of your rope, pray for the Lord's grace, it is more than sufficient for
every time of need.
I also wanted to mention that three and a half years ago when my
father had a very severe episode and I started taking care of him, I
had been going full speed ahead. Like a train going full speed that
would not stop. I just hit a brick wall when that happened. Over the
last three and a half years I felt I had not been serving the Lord. I had
been testifying about that in the meeting and a dear sister in our class,
Sr. Megan Kerber, gave me a Reprint reference. I had read it before
but it meant more to me this time. It was saying that sometimes we
are working actively in the Lord's service and something comes to a
grinding halt and the Lord has us be still for a while. He has other
lessons for us to learn. I am very thankful because I sometimes tend
to think I am not serving him but I am in other ways. I am very thankful
he gives me these little reassurances that he loves me and that he is

still working with me..."
A Letter of Testimony
It is Refreshing to Hear Truth for a Change
Br. Ryan Hangs, Saskatoon, SK, Canada
"I had hoped to briefly comment on a wonderful experience I had this
past month to witness the Truth to about 80 people at a family reunion.
Briefly, two days after symbolizing my consecration last December
I received an e-mail from my aunt to give a sermon during the Sunday
service at our Family reunion in August. Initially I thought that Rev
18:4 said to 'come out of her' and not go back into her, but I prayed
about it and talked with a few elders and then decided that it would
be an excellent opportunity to talk about God's plan for mankind. The
first two days of the reunion the family basically ostracized Lisa and
me because, prior to the reunion, word had gotten out that Lisa and
I had joined a cult. In fact, my Mom had received several phone calls
from concerned relatives who wondered why 'Ryan was the one
giving the sermon in God's house considering what he had gotten
himself into.' To be honest, I have a few aunts that wield a lot of power
and I thought for sure that they somehow would have written me out
of the service that morning, but thankfully the Lord overruled all.
"Anyway, about 60 family members made it to the church Sunday
morning, plus another 20 from a small town down the road whose
minister was sick that day. I tell you, that little church was packed! I
will readily admit that my knees were practically knocking together
beforehand because I was so nervous! Here I was, a little over a year
in the Truth, in front of 80 plus hard-core Lutherans, ready to be
lynched. But Sr. Lisa settled me down immediately by reassuring me
that in due time all of these people would come to a knowledge of the
Truth and, if nothing else, I was sewing seeds for the Kingdom and
I should not get caught up in the moment. This gave me an this instant
sense of peace. I tried to present the Truth in a nonthreatening manner
by couching it in the experiences I had struggling to find answers for
almost 15 years before finding a harmonious answer. Throughout the
talk, there were continuous death stares from about 10 or 12 people,
which was fine. Afterwards about 10 people walked up and commented on how much they loved the message. Specifically, there were
a few relatives who apparently had struggled for a number of years
with God's plan for those who live and die without ever hearing of
Jesus. Each thanked me for the scriptural proofs of the kingdom
blessings for all mankind and said that it was extremely comforting.
The best, though, was this middle-aged man who walked up and said
that it was refreshing to hear the Truth spoken for a change! I was so
surprised...I did not know what to say other than 'Yes, exactly.' Since
then I talked with some brethren and apparently there used to be a
large Bible Students presence in that area at one time. I'm extremely
grateful for the privilege and opportunity to have spoken the Truth
to those people and I give thanks daily for having a partner of 'like
precious faith' who helped reassure me during that difficult time."0

Deaths From page 11

encouragement and love. Hearing about the Truth from family
members her interest was rekindled when her husband Br. Charles
was a conscientious objector on the West coast during WWII where
they met some of the brethren. Consecrating over 60 years ago they
were active with the Lithuanian brethren in Illinois. Br. Charles was
an elder first in the Lithuanian class then with the English class.
Her son William, four grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren
and four sisters survive. Her niece Sr. Darlene Knafelc (327-1/2
Bucklin St., La Salle, IL 61301) is the only consecrated relative, others
being Catholic. Br. Erwin Kalinski offered words of comfort to the 37
present on August 30.0
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Religious Currents
■ Members of a Danish Lutheran
congregation are standing by their parish
priest who was suspended from his duties
after a newspaper quoted him as saying he
did not believe in God. Hundreds of
churchgoers in the Danish town of LyngbyTaarbaek rallied to protest against the
suspension of the Rev. Thorkild Grosboll. "If
there is no place for our pastor in the church,
then there is no place for many of us either,"
Lars Heilesen, head of the parish council, told
a public meeting. ENI 06/17/03
MA former high-ranking French diplomat
has warned European church leaders that the
European Union is reaching breaking point
and has called on churches to help give the
organization a new sense of purpose.
Francois Scheer, a former French
ambassador to Germany and to the EU, said
the war in Iraq and conflict in the Middle East
had revealed the union's weakness as a
political force. EM 07/01/03
■The Anglican Church of England has
followed Britain's Methodists by approving
a covenant to create closer links between the
two churches. The covenant agreed during

the general synod of the Church of England
commits Anglicans and Methodists to work
to overcome the remaining obstacles to the
unity of the two churches. ENI 07/14/03
■Roman Catholic church leaders in Europe
have been told there is a continent-wide
crisis in vocations, with recruitment
continuing to slump at most seminaries. In
a report to a meeting in Warsaw of the
(Catholic) European Vocations Service, the
Rev. Rainer Birkenmaier, a German expert on
recruitment to the priesthood, said only Italy
and Poland had recorded an increase in
vocations. By contrast, seven out of eight
seminaries in traditionally Catholic Ireland
had closed over the past decade, while there
had been no new recruits at all in 2002-3 at 28
of Spain's 68 seminaries. ENI 07/11/03
■Inter-faith cooperation must become a
central priority for Christian churches, one of
the top leaders of the World Council of
Churches has said. "Religions may generate
mistrust and intolerance, and even fuel
ethnic and political conflicts, unless a
common ground for a harmonious
coexistence is found between them," said

Catholicos Aram I of the Armenian
Apostolic Church and moderator of the
WCC' s central committee. ENI 08/26/03
■Africa is likely to be "the centre of
Christianity in terms of numbers" in the 21st
century, the newly elected World Council of
Churches (WCC) general secretary the Rev
Sam Kobia has said. Kobia, a Kenyan
Methodist will be the first African to head the
55-year-old ecumenical organization and
was elected at the 53rd meeting of the WCC
central committee. ENI 08/29/03
■Leaders of the U.S. Catholic hierarchy
participated in a closed-door meeting July 7
with prominent lawyers, academics and
media representatives at the Pope John Paul
II Cultural Center in Washington to discuss
the future of the American church as it
attempts to move beyond the sex abuse
scandal. Several attendees said they
addressed the "management failure" of
church bishops in the scandal, the
"dysfunctional" nature of church operations
and issues such as the celibate priesthood,
the role of the laity and women, and holding
leaders accountable. Religion News Service
07/15/030

World News Briefs
• Rising carbon dioxide levels in the world
might upgrade dry environments to valuable
forests. The Yatir Forest, planted at the edge
of the Israeli Negev Desert 35 years ago, is
expanding at an unexpected rate. Plants need
carbon dioxide for photosynthesis, but to
obtain they must open pores in their leaves,
losing large quantities of water to
evaporation. The plant must decide which it
needs more: water or carbon dioxide. The
increased carbon dioxide allows the plant to
open its pores slightly saving water while
securing the needed carbon dioxide. The
scientists hope the study will help identify
new arable lands and counter desertification
trends in vulnerable regions. Weizmann
Institute 05/26/03
• "The odds are no better than 50-50 that our
present civilization on Earth will survive to
the end of the present century" according to
Sir Martin Rees, royal astronomer in the UK.
The tragedy is that the very science and
technology that have enriched civilized life
have also put more potent tools in the hands
of evildoers. In a single strike, terrorists can
wreak havoc costing thousands of lives and
billions of dollars. Up until the 20th century
the greatest catastrophes were natural
disasters — famine, floods, and earthquakes.
In the last century, more people died in war or

were murdered by totalitarian regimes. In
the 21st century, the risk is the perversion of
knowledge. The downside of science and
technology can kill us all. U.S. News and
World Report 09/01/03
■As Iraqi political parties wrangle over a
new constitution, agreement is near
unanimous that the future Iraqi state should
not be described as "Arab". Some suggest
Iraq should withdraw from the Arab league.
Other Arab countries are also calling pan
Arabism into question. "Associating with
Arabs has brought us nothing but shame and
heartache" said Libya's Seyf Kaddafi, son of
the current Libyan ruler. Qatar prepared a
plan to dissolve the Arab League, with
Bahrain and Sudan calling for major reforms
in the organization. Islamists hope that their
own ideology will fill at least some of the gap
from the marginalization of pan-Arabism.
The liberation of Iraq has triggered an
unprecedented identity crisis in the Arab
countries. NY Post 06/10/03
■The World Trade Organization's current
round of free trade talks is stalled on the issue
of reducing tariff barriers for farm products.
Rich countries spend some $300 billion a year
on farm subsidies, about six times more than
they spend on development aid to poor

countries. The U.S. funnels $3 billion a year
to cotton subsidies, three times its aid to
Africa. Is it fair that every European cow laps
up $2.50 a day in subsidies while half the
people in the world live on less than $2 a day?
Eliminating the agriculture barriers to trade
could move 300 million people out of poverty.
Yahoo News 09/01/03
MA UN subcommission has recommended
guidelines for multinational companies to
assure human rights to their workers. The
recommendation is based on the idea that
businesses and enterprises have the
obligation to promote, secure, respect, and
protect human rights recognized in
international as well as national law. The
guidelines call for companies to be subject to
periodic monitoring and verification of their
activities by the UN. UN Report 08/18/03
▪ tunnel that snakes under the ancient
walls of Jerusalem likely was built during the
reign of King Hezekiah as described in the
Bible, a new study confirms. The tunnel's
age had been debated by biblical scholars a
few of whom had suggested it was built
centuries later. Analysis of stalactites and
plant material found in the tunnel provided
the confirmed dating. AP 09/13/030
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Conventions
"Glory and honour are in his presence; strength and gladness are in his place." I Chron. 16:27

October 24-26 Connellsville, PA. Connellsville Bible Students
Ecclesia. Penn State University, Fayette Campus. Five speakers. For
information contact the Secretary: Judy Cramer. Phone: (724) 6774633. E-mail: Cramer1874@aol.com

Jeffersontown, KY. 40299 Phone: (502) 267-9843. E-mail: j mmmem @ attnet

November 27 30 Akron OH. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia Annual.
New location: Holiday Inn, Hudson, OH. For information contact:
Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH. 44216. Phone: (330) 8823309. E-mail: Joanne Klich: jklich@infionline.net

March 27, 28 Wilmington, DE. Wilmington/Chesapeake City
Ecclesia Annual Pre-Memorial. Five speakers. For information
contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong. Phone: (302) 328-7673. Email: tlarm1874 @earthlink.net

November 28, 29 New Albany, IN. New Albany-Louisville. Located
at the Robert E. Lee Retirement Inn, New Albany, IN. Three speakers.
Convention Secretary: Mark Moody, 4512 Hopewell Road,

May 1, 2 Detroit, MI. The Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit Annual. Five speakers. Hall has not yet been
determined. Class Secretary: Nancy Hummel. Phone: (248) 486-6357.
E-mail• j7Hummel@Peoplepc.com
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

-

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter

should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following

points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Conventions 2004

Afflicted From page 2
experienced chest pains. The physical therapist ignored Sr. Evelyn' s
cardiologist's advice insisting she continue her exercise. Sr. Evelyn
terminated her stay there and continued her therapy elsewhere.
Reactions to various medications have made her weak, even
collapsing at one point. She is a good example of "soldiering on."
With the assistance of her husband Br. Allon, she continues to attend
ecclesia meetings and conventions.

decisions will need to be made. The assistance and love of the
brethren has encouraged them as God has allowed every aspect of
security in their lives to be removed,except for His great and precious
promises. They are now abiding in His care and would appreciate the
brethren's prayers for peace of mind and wisdom. "Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil for thou
art with me."

MBE Ed Walsh (7795 Hardaway Dr., Apt. A, New Port Richey, FL
34653) suffers from multiple health problems. While hospitalized for
a heart attack and congestive heart failure in late June the doctors
diagnosed him with colon cancer that required surgery. Previously,
he had both legs amputated. In a rehabilitation center till early
September, he is now in the loving care of his son and daughter-inlaw. He uses a motorized wheelchair but is unable to attend meetings
because of the distance and the need to use a van for the
handicapped. He would appreciate hearing refreshing words of Truth
from the brethren.

■ Br. Harry Nugent (10473 Larchmont Pl., Pinellas Park, FL 33782)
is under a doctor's care for arterial problems.
Ten years ago the doctors replaced these
arteries during his heart bypass surgery. At
times his care requires hospitalization other
times procedures are done on an outpatient
basis. Br. Harry and his wife Sr. Mary are
thankful for the opportunity to show the Lord
their faith. They would appreciate an interest in
the brethren's prayers.

• BrDavidJambor (6769 Spruce Dr., Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301, email: brodavidfj @aol.com) was diagnosed with acute lymphocystic
leukemia on July 29. While hospitalized he experienced a series of life
threatening infections— a result of chemotherapy totally destroying
his white blood cells. Doctors kept him on a respirator and in deep
sedation—he was not in a coma. His kidneys are still not fully
functioning so he is on hemodialysis. The August 14 blackout caused
the hospital to lose power while he was in ICU. The hospital used
backup generators to maintain all of the monitoring equipment but the
air purification system and most of the lights shut down. Since he was
in isolation his door had to stay shut. Stifling in his room and with
a high fever, the nurses packed him with ice packs. A further crisis
occurred when the fire alarm went off during the night—a false alarm
by God's grace. Through all the trials the nurses noticed Br. David's
kind and gentle disposition even though terribly ill and suffering. He
will continue with chemotherapy for an undetermined length of time.
His wife Sr. Suzanne has been by his side caring for him and their
four children. Additionally, Sr. Suzanne' s mother Sr. Esther Bachorsld
lives with them. Since Br. David is self-employed this experience
affects their lives in many ways. Many difficult and life changing

■11r. Reinhold Seven (20030 Lorne St., Canoga Park, CA 91306) is
laboring under two heavy experiences. He is gneving the death of his
wife Sr. Inge (see Deaths) and receiving radiation treatment for
cancer. Please pray for him that his faith remains strong in the Lord.
■Sr. Ruth Szybinski (33-33149th Street, Flushing, New York 11354,
e-mail: Debra.Szybinslci@nyu.edu) mourns the loss of her 48-yearold nephew Arthur Kojes who died after a four-year struggle with
brain cancer.He was the son of the late Sr. Agape Kojes and grandson
of Sr. Mary Hatgis and the late Br. Pantel Hatgis. He leaves behind
his wife Eileen and three children. Arthur lived next door to Sr. Ruth
and her daughter Sr. Debra and they will miss his fellowship.

• Sr. Elaine Christiansen (12675 Plateau Cir. NW, Silverdale, WA
98383, e-mail• davelaine @chartennet) has a return of cancer after a
three-year absence. This time the cancer has spread to her liver. She
and her husband Br. Dave are relying on the Lord day by day. They
would very much appreciate the prayers of the brethren for strength
during this experience. "We know that our heavenly Father has all
under his watch care." I Cor. 10:13 Diaglott and Phil. 4:130
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Statement of Purpose

In this Issue:

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible

Home Again-From Romania
Witness Activity Committee
Public Witness
Black Out

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

