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A Blessed Reunion in Japan
Brethren from the Columbus,
Ohio Ecclesia recently visited
brethren in Japan - The Land of
the Rising Sun.' By the Lord's
grace the blessings were many.
The following report was
submitted byBr. ToddAlexander.
Ed

On May 3,4 seventeen Japanese
and six American brethren met for
a two-day Bible Students
convention at a conference center
in Hayama, a quaint mountain
village overlooking the Pacific
Ocean about two hours by train
from Tokyo. The convention was
held at considerable sacrifice to
the Japanese brethren. It is very
difficult and costly for the
Japanese brethren to meet together on a
regular basis. Most of the brethren live at
least two hours away by train from one
another and some brethren live as far as eight
hours by Bullet train. All who attended were
energized by wonderful fellowship and
enthusiastic about sharing Harvest truths.
We felt the power and overruling providence
of God in all matters of our weeklong visit to
Japan.
The convention program included four
two-hour talks: Br. Takeki Ishikawa dis-

Greetings in the Lord
The brethren listed in the Newsletter who
have finished their course and may now be
with our Lord drinking the new wine in the
kingdom always touch us.
Meanwhile we continue drinking of the
cup which our Father has poured for us and
are thankful for the many experiences which
bring us closer to the Lord and to the end of
our earthly sojourn.
In this issue we report on the death of a few
others including dear Br. Marion Schrock, a
stalwart for the Truth who was widely known
and loved. We rejoice for those that have
gone beyond the veil. "And as we have
borne the image of the earthly, we shall also
bear the image of the heavenly." 1Cor.15:
49

The brethren attending convention on Sunday. Back row, left to right: Takayoshi Nishimoto,
Shunsuke Ishikawa, Norio Fukuzawa, Harumi Ishikawa,
Noriko Ishikawa, Michiko Fukuzawa, Emily Crisan, Marilyn Alexander, Todd Alexander, Lydia
Kindig, Tim Alexander, Junko Kamada. Front row: Takeki Ishikawa, Hideo Ishikawa, Mariko
Isoda, Mutsuko Minami, Kayoko Katsuno, Ellen Alexander, Tatsumi Katsuno.

coursed on "The Seven Churches, Seals and
Trumpets of Revelation"; Br. Tatsumi Katsuno, spoke concerning "The Total Plan of
God"; Br. Tim Alexander talked of "The
Wisdom and Knowledge of God - Romans:
10-12" and Br. Todd Alexander's discourse
was "Add to Your Faith - II Peter 1:5-7." In
addition to the discourses, the convention
featured two testimony meetings, two question meetings of two hours each and a group
discussion about the translation work. Discourse content, testimonies and many pictures will be available for viewing soon at
www.biblestudents.jp. The Japanese brethren presented well-studied discourses.
The question and answer periods provided a great opportunity for group discussion about various Truth topics. One of the
questions, "How long have the children of
Israel been blind?" dovetailed nicely with Br.
Tim Alexander's discourse on Rom: 10-12.
The language barrier was bridged nicely by
the Japanese brethren who translated both
the discourses and private fellowship. All of
the talks were printed and distributed in both
languages. The brethren shared Japanese
and western style breakfasts and dinners in

the cafeteria. A Japanese box lunch was
served in the convention meeting room.
Lately, the Japanese brethren have been
blessed by the CUSeeMe Internet meeting
technology and have been meeting at least
once a week via the Internet since late last
year.
Takayoshi Nishimoto and Katsubo
Moriata attended their first convention in
person with the brethren. For others, it was
a family reunion with the children and grandchildren of Sr. Rachel and the late Br. Bob
Alexander and Sr. Peg and the late Br. Owen
Kindig with the families of the late Br. Tadishi
and Sr. Chia Ishikawa of Japan. For the
American brethren, it was a wonderful opportunity to meet the Japanese brethren who
inspired such love and warm memories in our
parents and grandparents.
The work in Japan began in 1968 with a
radio program and blossomed over the next
decade with translation work and weekly
meetings. Over the years Br. Owen and Sr.
Peg Kindig visited the brethren in Japan
numerous times from the early 1970s to the
mid 1990s. Br. Bob and Sr. Rachel Alexander
See Reunion page 12
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Remember, 0 LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving kindness; for they have been ever of old." Psa. 25:6

■Br. David Niemyski (3513 42ND Place, Highland, IN 46322, email: DNiemyski@aol.com) had knee replacement surgery April
18. By the Lord's grace he was able to endure
the pain and discomfort. After weeks of
therapy he has recuperated to the point where
he recently drove to the Chicago Memorial
Day Convention. He and Sr. Florence
appreciate the prayers, cards, calls and e-mails
of the brethren. "Blest be the tie that binds our
hearts in Christian love."
■Br. David Larson (314 Stormer Rd. Ebensburg, PA 15931-4430,
e-mail: david.larson24 @ verizon.net) underwent triple bypass
surgery April 17. While healing at home he experienced a set back
at the end of May when his undissolved stitches caused an infection.
This necessitated another surgery and hospital stay to have the
stitches removed. Diabetes and a foot ulcer limit his mobility and
regaining of strength. This test of patient endurance has helped
develop his sympathy and longing for the Kingdom. Br. David and
his wife Sr. Andrea were surprised by and appreciative of the many
expressions of love and concern from the brethren.
■Br. Bob and Sr. Rose Knockaert (251 Valley Way, Woodland,
WA 98674, e-mail: rosebob@mailbug.com) are having a test of
faith while their 19 year old grandson Jason is stationed in Iraq. He
is an Air Force Military Policeman guarding one of the airfields
commandeered by the U.S. The Knockaerts continue to pray for the
Kingdom when "wars and rumors of war" will be an experience of
the past. They request the prayers of the brethren that their faith may
be a witness to their family and friends.

■Sr. Pat Swartz (PO Box 97, Gardendale, AL 35071, e-mail:
pswartz@bellsouth.net) was admitted to the hospital June 2 for five
days, unable to walk due to red and painfully swollen feet. The
doctor' s best diagnosis is cellulitis. She sees God's hand working
in the experience and realizes he truly does care for our needs.

■Br. Charles Martig (94 South Harrison Ave., Bellevue, PA
15202, e-mail• byrdhouse94@aol.com ) had to undergo another
surgery May 5 to have his left leg amputated just below the knee. He
had just recovered from pneumonia before the surgery. His progress
is complicated by diabetes and kidney dialysis. Though the recovery
is slow and painful, by the Lord's grace he is able to bear the
experience. He hopes to receive a prosthetic leg and after
rehabilitation to return home. His wife Sr. Barbara and daughters Sr.
Cheryl Mooney and Sr. Charlene Byrd are thankful for the prayers
of the brethren.
■Br. Eugene Burns (742 South 400 West, Hebron, IN 46341)
returned home April 12 after three weeks rehabilitation following
his stroke. He can walk with the assistance of a cane and is learning
to use the computer with just one hand. He rejoiced to attend the
Chicago Memorial Day convention for one day and is able to lead
meetings again. Sr. Ruth lovingly attends to his various needs
including driving. Br. Gene and Sr. Ruth are faithful examples of
reliance on the Lord.
■Sr. Carole Zak (152 Leavenworth Rd., Shelton, CT 06484) had
surgery in April for a degenerative spine and a herniated disc. She
is thankful for relief of the ever-increasing pain as the condition
worsened. Sr. Carole is appreciative of the cards and the prayers on
her behalf.

Mir. Richard Suraci (171 Johnson Rd, Hamden, CT 06518, email: r.suraci@ snet.net) and Br. Frank Suraci (48 Gerrish Ave.,
East Haven, CT 06512) are saddened by the death of their sister
Elizabeth Brasile, at age 89, after a long illness. Raised in the Truth
by her parents Br. Dominick and Sr. Frances Suraci, she had hope in
the earthly resurrection and the Kingdom blessings for all. They
would appreciate the prayers of the brethren.

■Sr. Ruth Cline (5023 Sterling, Kansas City, MO 64133) had a
mild heart attack this spring, which also triggered a slight stroke.
She was hospitalized for a week while doctors regulated her
medicine. Since her symptoms were treated immediately she has no
paralysis. Sr. Ruth is trusting in the Lord for His guidance and care
and any lessons she needs to learn. "Faith can firmly trust Him, come
what may."

■Sr. Birdes Gardner (1664 Sheffield Ypsilanti, MI 48198) is
saddened by the death of her mother on May 24 for whom she was
the sole caretaker the past five years. The booklet "What's this
World Coming To?", given to her by her mother, sparked Sr. Birdes'
interest in the Truth and moved her to contact the brethren. Br. Doug
and Sr. Mary Melville nurtured her interest.

■Sr. Sharon Gowryluk (Box 242, Holland, Manitoba, ROG OXO,
e-mail• gregsha@mts.net ) had surgery for endometrial cancer May
24. She is thankful that in the Lord's providence all the cancer was
removed. This experience has provided many witness opportunities
about her reliance on the Lord. Sr. Sharon and her husband Br. Greg
are learning lessons of patience during the healing process." In your
patience, possess ye your souls." Luke 21:19 They thank the
brethren for their prayers and encouraging thoughts.

■Sr. Shirley Bruce (1801 NE 201" H-1, Fairview, OR 97204, email: bruce1874@aol.com) recently experienced a painful infection
in her right shoulder, which required surgery March 6 and a sixweeks treatment to flush out the inflection. Being without lymph
nodes, removed in a previous surgery, the infection came from a
scratch on her finger and settled in her shoulder. Sr. Shirley
faithfully accepts this as exactly what the Lord sees she needs to
develop a better character.
■Sr. Tamara Parker (415 McKee St., Starkville, MS 39759, email: aptp5865 @exceedtech.net) is saddened by the unexpected
death of her 35 year-old brother James Van Orden on March 15, just
six months after the death of her sister. She receives great comfort
and peace of mind from the promises of the resurrection and
Kingdom blessings. The prayers and love of the brethren have been
a great source of strength.

■Sr. Faye Trammell (2148 White Way, Hoover, AL 35226) had
surgery to remove a benign brain tumor on May 13 just two days
after she was immersed. Her operation was successful and she hoped
to attend a meeting with the Huntsville, AL Ecclesia.
■Sr. Marguerite Kamarunas (27 Luzerne St., Hanover Twp., PA
18706, e-mail:sharbrewster@ juno.com) was hospitalized for a week
starting June 2 for severe dehydration and malnutrition, due in part to
a reaction to medication, which was given for her edema. Weighing
less than 70 pounds, her fragile constitution could not tolerate the
medication. Her husband Br. Frank and daughter Sr. Shar Brewster
are relying on the Lord and his exceeding great and precious promises
that through these experiences they may all prove faithful.
See Afflicted page 10
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Entered Into Rest
"God is faithful, by whom ye were culled unto the fellowship of his son Jesus Christ our Lord." 1

▪
Douglas Melville, age 58, completed his walk in the narrow
way May 14 after an eight month struggle against cancer. David
Bordes of Detroit introduced Br. Doug
to the Truth while they were in high
school. A few months after
consecrating he met his first wife Sr.
Mary who died in 1999. Together they
were diligent in witnessing and followup studies which resulted in many
consecrations. Their witnessing
techniques are still used in the fair
efforts in Detroit. Br. Robert Kinney
conducted a memorial service June 15
in San Diego. Yolanda (PMB 865, 482
W. San Ysidro Blvd., San Ysidro, CA
92173) Br. Doug's wife of two years,
received a Spanish translation of "The
Divine Plan of the Ages." He also is
survived by his mother Ruth, one brother and two sisters.
■Br. Walter Crain of the Chicago Bible Students finished his
earthly course May 2 at the age of 84. Reared in a Truth home, he
attended the Polish Ecclesia with his parents. He consecrated 60
years ago. Using his technical talents to serve the Lord he managed
the public address and recording systems at the ecclesia meetings
and conventions. For the past ten years, Br. Walter suffered from
Parkinson' s disease and more recently developed lymphoma — the
cause of his death. He is survived by his brother Bob (8409 Dixon
Ct., Darien, IL 60561) who attends the ecclesia meetings. About 35
brethren attended the funeral service conducted by Br. Joe Megacz.
■Br. Samuel Heron II of the New Orleans Bible Students finished
his walk in the narrow way May 1 of lung cancer. Originally from
Honduras Br. Samuel sailed frequently to the port of New Orleans
where he met his wife Sr. Wyline at a
revival. Raised a Seventh Day
Adventist, he knew his Bible but had
unanswered questions. Sr. Wyline
invited him to the Bible Students
meetings and, under the tutelage of
her father the late Br. Chatters, Br.
Samuel came to love the Divine Plan.
An elder since the early seventies Br.
Heron was a strength to others in his
steadfast faith. He is survived by his
wife Sr. Wyline (4513 St. Anthony
St., New Orleans, LA 70122) three
sons: Brs. Samuel, Elton, Spence; a
daughter Sr. Reina Sorapuru; eight
grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren. Brs. Ward Buel and Michael Costelli gave a message
of comfort to over 100 present on May 5.
■SI. Helen Cichon, age 76, of the St. Petersburg, Florida Ecclesia,
finished her consecrated walk of over 25 years June 2 after years of
suffering from mastocytosis, a severe blood disorder. Her parents,
Br. William Litwin and his wife were active with the Polish and
Ukrainian brethren throughout the United States and Canada. Her
surviving sister, Sr. Julia Tarras (11027 Windrush Circle, Hudson,
FL 34667), cared for Sr. Helen since her husband's death five years
ago. More than 40 were present at the June 7 service officiated by

Cor 1 :9

Br. Bob Goodman. Sr. Julia would like to thank all the brethren for
their comforting messages and especially their prayers. "Be on your
guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do
everything in love." 1 Cor. 16:13-14
■Sr. Wanda Rusin of the Chicago Bible Students finished her walk
in the narrow way March 28. Hospitalized by a fall in her home,
complications led to heart failure. A child of consecrated parents
she made her consecration over 50 years ago. Her husband Matthew
preceded her in death. She is survived by a daughter, Sr. Cynthia
Brown (524 N. Sparks Ave., Burbank, CA 91604) a son Mark and
two sisters, Sr. Clara Filip and Sr. Jean Filip of Chicago. Br. Erwin
Kalinski, a cousin, gave the funeral witness to about 50 friends and
brethren. Br. Alfred Burns had the graveside service.
■M.. Marion Schrock, age 93, finished his earthly course on May
6 in Wintersville, Ohio. During his last three years he was primarily
under the oversight of Br. Wes and
Sr. Toni Cramer who lived 60 miles
from his nursing home. He last
served as elder in the Steubenville,
Ohio Ecclesia.
Br. Marion's rural boyhood was
simple, disciplined and self-sufficient
because his parents were AmishMennonites. He was skilled as a carpenter and electrician. In World War
II Br. Marion, as a member of one of
the "Peace Churches," was granted a
Conscientious Objector status and
served in a Civilian Public Service
Camp in Coshocton, OH as a construction foreman. While there he
received the Truth and was immersed in 1943.
Disowned by his family because of the Truth, Br. Marion claimed
the promise of Mark 10: 29,30 "no man that hath left house... or
father or mother... or lands for my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall
receive an hundredfold."
Living alone most of his Christian walk he immersed himself in
the study of the Harvest message resulting in a broad understanding
of the Truth. Before the days of computers and the Harvest Truth
Database he organized and typed his meticulously detailed notes
and produced many booklets that consisted mainly of quotes from
the works of Pastor Russell with minimal personal comments. It was
a labor of love that continues to be appreciated by many
In the 1950s he took a trip to Australia and upon return published
"The Ten Camels" which was used for children's Bible classes. He
also assisted in getting the first edition (1950) of the "Exceeding
Great and Precious Promises" booklet printed. In the 1980s Br.
Marion assisted in the editing of the Expanded Biblical Comments.
Evidences of Br. Marion's submission to the Lord's will was seen
in his patient acceptance of painful experiences in his later years. A
1984 auto accident resulted in the fusing of the vertebrae in his neck
and a Ha-lo brace screwed into his skull for several months and
permanent inability to raise his left arm. Also, several times in
hospital stays he cried out in excruciating pain and later would ask
the Lord's forgiveness for complaining. He often said, "I made a
vow unto the Lord, I will neither murmur nor repine."
Br. Wes Cramer had his funeral service May 9. The audience
consisted solely of sixteen consecrated brethren. A few more joined
the mourners at the graveside. He had no survivors. "As unknown,
See Deaths page 7
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Our Brethren Speak
Psa. 34:1
must also be dispensers of it...' Being in the Truth 40 years, I do not
think I have had a greater privilege than this year, of dispensing it. It
will be one year almost to the day that the Larsons [Larry and Dell]
wrote to us for the Truth. They wanted to know, 'Do you have Br.
Russell's writings?' Well, we heard the Lord and responded, 'Here
we are, send us.' We immediately exchanged phone numbers, letters,
addresses and made a visit. Upon meeting them, they opened their
arms and we felt they were brethren from the beginning... There is
power in the Word of Truth. We have prayed diligently, as we do not
want anything to show but that power. We want to be transparent–
permitting the light to shine through us to his glory..."

"I will bless the LORD, at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth."

Testimonies at Seattle, WA, March 30
"I want to be faithful..."
Br. Matthew Palmgren, Puget Sound (WA)
Bible Students
"I just want to relate my thankfulness to my
heavenly Father for his blessings and guidance
these past few years. I thank him for his call and
to be faithful in this narrow way. I appreciate
all the testimonies and blessings he has
brought through your words and encouragement. I thank my
heavenly Father for the privilege of attending this convention and the
blessings provided through it." See Immersions.
World Events and the Brethren
Br. Robert Bennett, Southwest (AZ) Bible Students
"...Before coming this weekend, we were thinking that the events in
the world could affect attendance at the convention. There is such
fear and trepidation in the world about flying. Now, looking around
this room, I see it had the opposite effect upon the brethren. It has
encouraged them to meet together as we are told to do in the
Scriptures. This gives us an incentive to continue and redouble our
efforts to make our calling and election sure– have all our i' s dotted
and t' s crossed to be found pleasing to the Lord."
Fourth Generation Bible Student
Sr. Virginia Palmgren, Wenatchee (WA) Ecclesia
"I would like to praise my heavenly Father for this wonderful
convention, where I can see a fourth generation Bible Student in our
own family baptized [Br. Matthew Palmgren] and also Sr. Opal, whom
we have grown so close to, because of the Internet meetings. I thank
the Seattle brethren for the convention you have provided for us. I
could not have been here the last two days except they provided me
with a wheelchair. My gratitude goes to my heavenly Father that he
supplies all our needs through our brethren and through our studies.
I want always to praise him "
The Lord Provided Everything Necessary
Br. Bill Zietzke, Puget Sound (WA) Bible Students
"...The last three months have been an interesting time for us. We
have been blessed. The Lord has carefully watched over what we
would think to be little things in our life relative to our consecration–
in such a way that he has shown his great love for us. It has
strengthened our faith!.. We have had the privilege of helping with
the on-line meetings and the Lord has truly overruled that in such a
way it is hard to convey in one testimony meeting. There have been
some challenges and he has provided everything necessary–even
before we realized it was necessary. Of course, you do not always
notice those things until it becomes necessary. As we look back we
can really appreciate that..."
Dispensers of Truth
Sr. Gloria Nussel, North Seattle (WA) Bible Students
"I want to thank you dear brethren for being here. There were great
prayers raised on behalf of this convention–and the heavenly
Father surely has poured out a mighty blessing on us! We surely are
rich. We really have 'money in the bank' from this convention
because of the 'exceeding great and precious promises' explained to
us in the Word of Life that has been given. Last night's Songs in the
Night read: 'They said to one another, It is manna.' We have been
blessed with 'manna' at this convention. It says, 'The lesson would
seem to be that those who accumulate much of God's grace and Truth

Answers to Questions
Br. Ron Palmgren, Wenatchee (WA) Ecclesia
"...We find it a privilege to have known, if only on line, Sr. Opal
[Williams]. She is a voice who has been on our computer that is very
welcome and very strong. What a blessing to be here during this time.
Br. Matthew is a surprise to me. Doni and I have both thought him
to be a wonderful young man. He demonstrates all kinds of good
qualities... Br. Matthew, you are really blessed and we consider it a
privilege to be present when you are immersed and to witness this
event. We are also thankful Br. Bill is here and appreciated Br.
Freeman Thompson' s talk, it has been a highlight of the convention.
The talks have been answers to questions that I have had... We have
been 'drinking out of the saucer as our cup is overflowing!' We
consider it a blessing to be here amongst the brethren–live and real!"
Testimonies at Columbus, OH, April 5 ,6
Stars Shining in the Night
Br. Michael Brann, Seattle (WA) Bible Students
"...I want to thank the Lord for the experiences he has given Sr. Ginger
and me this past year. This is our first convention where we have
traveled by plane since the news last May of Sr.
Ginger's leukemia and, were told at the time, if
they did not treat it now she would be gone in
two weeks. That was quite a bomb that was
dropped on us that neither of us expected. So,
she went through the process and is here
today. It is beyond description how good it is
to be with the brethren–Sr. Ginger and I,
together.
"We received so much support from the brethren in prayers, cards,
e-mails, letters, phone calls... [and personal assistance]. We have
been touched deeply by the outpouring of affection. I am sure all of
you have experienced this in one degree or another, as we have all
faced various tragedies in life. As Job said, 'though he slay me, yet
will I trust him.' I felt like I would not be a very good person if she left
this world–like I would fall apart. One of my favorite scriptures that
I have a strong belief in is Psalm 27:1, 'Jehovah is my light and my
salvation; whom shall I fear? Jehovah is the strength of my life; of
whom shall I be afraid?' I took that to heart and tried to live it, but this
experience challenged me quite a bit. I kept thinking of another
scripture in Samuel, 'It is the Lord. Let him do what seemeth him good.'
I am very thankful for Sr. Ginger's strong faith. She is a great example
tome. Sr. Ginger wanted me to share a scripture with you —Romans
1:11,12.
"The Lord has allowed us to make this trip and we are thankful –
for the doctors and the advances in technology... The Lord is good,
even in times of difficulty. One lesson we both received was that if
there were no 'nighttime' experiences, we would not see how grand
the stars, moon and sky are–how brilliantly they shine..."
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"Neglect Not the Gift..."
Sr. Ginger Brann, Seattle (WA) Bible Students
"...It is such a joy to be here. We have been looking forward to this
convention a long time. I cannot express how many times on Monday
night meetings I would send a private message
to Sr. Rachel Alexander saying, 'we are looking
forward to the Columbus convention.' I have
been doing this since I have been both in and
out of the hospital...
"There was a time when I was not able to go
to meetings or conventions. It was especially
hard not being at the local ecclesia for several
months and then, even longer, not going during the week because by
evening I would sleep. Now, I am at Sunday meetings full strength
and Thursday night meetings also. It is such a blessing.
"I have done much better than I thought. A month ago I was
worried that I still would not be able to come, but Michael kept saying,
`You still have another month.' The Lord gave us the strength. I took
my last cyclosporine pill— a fairly heavy duty medication— Thursday morning before we left... The timing was incredible. I thank the
Lord for that.
"I want to share with you one of my yearly scriptural goals, that
I selected after receiving the Columbus convention program. I Tim.
4:14-16, 'Neglect not the gift that is in thee...' I felt like I needed
something very active to go for this year since I was so inactive last
year... I want to be absorbed in and grow in spiritual matters..."
Ministry to Jehovah's Witnesses
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia
"...My ministry towards the Jehovah's Witnesses is going well— all
praise goes to our heavenly Father... I have been able to enlist the
help of other brethren to witness. Last year,
we had a gentleman who contacted me through
the website who had been disfellowshipped
from the Jehovah's Witnesses and was doing
some research on the Internet. He found the
website and asked if there were any brethren
near him. He lives in Staten Island, New York,
and I got him in touch with Br. August
Tornquist. A few weeks ago at the New York
convention, he consecrated and was immersed.
"Recently, there was a young woman whose only fellowship with
the brethren was through the computer. She lives in the Kentucky
area. Br. Bob Jones got her in touch with the brethren and she
attended her first meeting. She said, ... I had the honor and privilege
of being with the brethren this morning. I cannot tell you what a thrill
it was. I felt as though I belonged there. I was greeted at the door by
name, as they were expecting me. I could not have felt more welcome.
When the meeting began, we sang the first hymn. Tears welled in my
eyes as the sister played the piano. The song was so beautiful and
simple, the voices around me rang with the praising of Jehovah. It
was quite a contrast to my experience at the Kingdom Hall. Hearing
the announcements by many of the friends that love was being sent
from this sister and brother was heartwarming. We studied in Volume
IV about sheol. I cannot tell you how beautiful it sounded hearing
comments from the heart, instead of just an echo of what someone else
had written. Then the guest speaker gave a wonderful talk, edifying
the body of Christ in love... Friends, I feel so blessed for your
encouragement, kindness and patience.'
"These are the kinds of experiences I often hear about from
Jehovah's Witnesses who attend their first meeting with the brethren. It is quite a contrast. These brethren who have been meeting with
us love the freedom they have to be able to sit down and discuss the
Scriptures and agree to disagree. That is what it is all about, to be
unified, not uniform."

Testimonies at Wilmington, DE, April 12, 13
Radio Privileges
Br. Dan Slivinsky, Hartford (CT) Ecclesia
"...I would like to share with you a witness activity we have in our
ecclesia. Last November a new owner purchased a local radio station
and offered radio time to anyone interested inputting on any program.
Therefore, the fee was very low. We discussed it in our business
meeting and I said, 'How are we going to put on a radio program?' I
did not think we could do it. We had a local place where they
converted our tapes to a CD for the station's use. Our contact at the
station told us, 'This sounds terrible. What are you doing?' He
offered to come to our house, set us up with some equipment, gave
us a mixer to borrow for a while, and we started to put a radio tape
together. Br. Jerry [Monette] and I are not 'Frank and Ernest' but we
talk about a Bible topic for the day. The station starts the day with,
`Start your day with something of value,' so we talk about various
subjects like 'The Three Worlds,' The Three Ways,' Spiritism,'
`Manner of the Second Advent,' and a few other programs. We have
made about 10 or 11 so far. We picked the time slot of 8:30 a.m. on
Wednesday mornings, right after a popular radio show, Dr. Laura.
As far as responses, we received one right away and thought that
was great but responses did not come very rapidly after that. There
are two parts to the Harvest, though, gathering the wheat and binding
tares. We are not responsible for the Harvest but we do anything we
can to let our light shine. If the message goes out and some reject it...
we know there is an antidote for those. We rejoice, allowing the Lord
to bring the fruition of the results.
The station covers a good portion of the state of Connecticut and
we are hoping to go in another area in Massachusetts at a cheaper
rate with a greater radio range. By the Lord's overruling, he has helped
us with this and we pray he will continue to do so..."
Rejoicing in Witness Activities
Br. Duane Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia
"...A few months ago we had the privilege of tracting Shanksville, the
town where Flight 93 came down near. It is a very small town and we
tried to find out ahead of time how many
packets to prepare but no one could agree on
the size of the town. We talked to the Mayor
and she was not sure. We took around 100
packets of material and the town was about that
size. I think we could have used around 20
more... The people we spoke with to get
permission to go to the town were very open
and thankful that we were coming to give them something and not take
something away. The response has been low but it was a privilege
to walk in that town and pass out a packet with four to five items of
Truth. We are waiting to see the Lord's direction as to whether or not
to go back and do it again.
I also want to mention another effort by three ecclesias. A woman
in Uniontown named Judy McCarthy one morning, very early, was
watching The Divine Plan Program, which I believe was her first
contact. She wrote to Br. George Wilmott and she and Br. David
Wilmott wrote back and forth for a number of months. Br. David was
very faithful in answering her questions and she is full of them. In a
couple of hours she probably covers around 13 to 14 questions on
the phone. She was very thankful to the brethren in Ft. Worth for that
exercise. At sometime they gave her our ecclesia, so we got in touch
and spoke with her. In so doing, she ended up with the Central Ohio
Ecclesia' s address and has been getting their publication, The End
Times. This past February, when we were out there, her name came
up on the list to receive the sick and isolated letter and she was thrilled.
You never know what part of our daily activities are witnesses or
See Brethren page 6

6
Brethren From page 5

which ones are being watched but she was so thankful to get that
letter from the brethren. She said, 'Duane, these scriptures seem so
meaningful. I will never throw this letter away.' We have been
working with her for about one-and-a-half years. She went through
the Volumes in less than a year with lots of questions. She cannot
come to meetings because she is very sensitive to odors and print ink,
etc. In fact, before she reads the newspaper she has to hang it out
on the clothesline for a couple of days just to get rid of the odor. She
cannot be around people, so we talk a lot by phone or pass materials
through the kitchen door, because we can hardly shake hands. It has
been an interesting experience and we ask an interest in your prayers
as we continue to pursue what may follow..."
Lord Brings Privileges to Housebound
Sr. Harriet Tsimonis, Waterbury (CT) Ecclesia
"...I was asked to mention an experience which we had a very small
part in. We got a phone call —I am still not quite sure how they got
our name—and the individual asked, 'Are you Greek?' I said, "No,
but my husband is of Greek descent.' They saw the name, recognized
it as a Greek name and wanted to know if there was literature available
in Greek. I immediately gave them Sr. Ruth Zabinslci' s address and
phone number. They live in Florida and wanted to know the name of
someone down there, so we gave them Br. Harry Nugent' s name and
phone number and then we called both Sr. Ruth and Br. Harry and
these individuals had already contacted them. They received the
literature in Greek and English and now are attending the Clearwater
Ecclesia. Sometimes when we are not able to get out and do
something, the Lord gives us a blessing in spite of our frailties and
inabilities. I am thankful for that privilege in sharing and leave the
results with the Lord. I understand they are going fairly regularly.
They had been with the Jehovah's Witnesses and I am not sure that
they have left totally but they do enjoy the meetings.
We thank the brethren for their love and prayers in our experiences. One trial I have had lately is that I have strained my vocal cords
and have a difficult time speaking and I cannot sing which I really
enjoy. It brings me a lot of pleasure but for some reason the Lord has
removed that for the moment and we will see whether it comes back
or not."
Found a New Life
Sr. Audrey Monsanto, Arlington, VA
"I want to tell everybody how thankful I am and blessed I feel to be
here today with the love and warmth I have
received. I started this journey leaving Atlanta
and gave away everything I had. I could not
really understand why at the time. I just knew
I had to go and my friends were telling me I was
crazy. I did not feel an attachment to anything
and I knew I had to follow what was before me.
I now see what it was. I have a new class and
baptism, so I had to let go of all the worldly things and move on. I am
in a different stage in my life and I thank God and those who have made
me feel so warm and welcome..." See Immersions.
Testimonies at Detroit, MI, May 4
Sr. Junko to Leave Japan
Sr. Peg Kindig, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia
"It has been my joy to be with you in convention. Again, I thank you
for your love and prayers on our behalf. Part of our ecclesia is in Japan
in convention also. They planned this convention because Sr. Junko
will be leaving foi the States to be married. My heart is there too—
but I am happy to be here. My home ecclesia, sends you the Scriptures
of Eph. 1:16-23 "

Prisoner Reading Volumes
Br. Dan Monette, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia
"...I want to relate an experience we have been privileged to have.
There is a fellow in his 30's who is in prison. Through the class he
received literature and over the past three years
we have been corresponding. He is now about
80 days away from freedom and we visited him
in prison last week. He has been through most
of the Volumes and he spends a lot of time
talking with other inmates about spiritual
things. He certainly sounds like he loves the
Lord and that is the direction he wants to go. He
told me his biggest fear is not being around the right people, he needs
to be around those who can give him direction along spiritual lines.
I hope that we can be a help and service to him—that is our desire...
His name is David Gipton and he desires to grow as a Christian. A
quarter of his life has been spent in and out of prison and he knows
that he is not 'out of the woods.' I think he has a good understanding
of the Truth. He loves the Harvest message so we thank the Lord for
the privilege that we have had of corresponding with him and giving
him materials so he can educate himself. Hopefully, we can be an
instrument in the Lord's hands in the next number of months..."
The Ransom a Binding Thread
Sr. Barbara Thornton, North Suburban Detroit (MI) Ecclesia
"...We are thankful for the myriad blessings daily in our lives. There
seems to be a loss of control in many areas and I am aware of them.
I think, as you get older, you feel this more and the stress is just
overpowering sometimes. It is like a race against time.
"I appreciate the encouragement in the wonderful Truth material
the brethren put out through e-mail and websites. They do not
neglect a gift. I heard a song I would like to read a strand from: `Remind
me, dear Lord. Roll back the curtain of time now and then, show me
from where I have come and where I might have been.' I thought that
was nice.
"I also want to remember the scripture, which says, 'Teach us to
number our days, 0 Lord, that we might apply our hearts unto
wisdom.' We have to trust him where we cannot fully trace him. I
learned that forcefully... I am so appreciative of the Ransom—as I
know we all are—and how it brings us out of Adamic sin and gives
us a way unto salvation. The Church is so blessed to be a part of that
now—ahead of the world... The Ransom is so beautiful. It is our
common belief, our binding thread—it is what unites us."
Letter of Testimony
Br. Ryan Hangs, Saskatchewan, Canada
"I want to briefly comment on the wonderful experiences I have had
since receiving some personalized license plates. Within
Saskatchewan you cannot get overtly religious with a slogan or the
submission will be quickly rejected. Br. Myles Stocki and I came up
with `R 4 All,' in order to catalyze
opportunities to discuss the true
as a
Gospel. I have had the plates on the
car for a while and have been blessed
with many witnessing opportunities.
def
PV •
I
These largely have been with family,
friends, neighbors and co-workers,
but Lord willing, I look forward to more opportunities to proclaim the
Truth. Although it primarily means 'ransom for all' I love to talk about
all the 'Remarkable R' s,' namely: 'ransomed for all,' redemption for
all,' resurrection for all,' and 'restitution for all.' As a new brother
in the Truth, I would love to hear from any of the brethren concerning
other 'Remarkable R' s' that I may have missed." CI

4 ALL
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Deaths From page 3
[to the world] yet well known [to the Lord]." 2 Cor. 6:9
■Sr. Lillian Norcia Fiorello, age 82, of the Westerly, RI Ecclesia
finished her consecrated course of over 50 years June 21. She
suffered from thyroid cancer. One of six children born to Br. and Sr.
Sime Norcia. She will be missed for her quotations of scriptures and
firm belief in the promises of God. She is survived by her only her
brother, Br. Michael Norcia (12 Johnson Ave., Pawcatuck, Ct,
Westerly, RI 06379) and many nieces and nephews. Her husband Br.
Louis, preceded her in death. Br. Charles Hall delivered her funeral
witness June 24.
■Sr. Helen Marks (Markiewicz) age 93, of the Colorado Bible
Students died May 1. Born in Poland she came to the Chicago area
as an infant. As a teenager she found the Truth through sorrow.
While her father was dying the priest
was too preoccupied with social
affairs to administer the last rights, a
tragedy for any faithful Catholic.
She found comfort in the Divine Plan
and a God of love, consecrating over
70 years ago with her late husband
Br. Joseph. While attending the
South Side Chicago Polish Ecclesia
they hosted meetings for the young
people. In 1975 they moved to
Colorado. Sr. Helen was widowed in
1993. She is survived by her
daughter Sharon Bliss (880
Cottonwood Dr., Broomfield, CO
80020) with whom she lived the last
two years of her life; two grandsons, and a sister Caroline Wulff
of Colorado. Br. Tom Moore conducted her memorial service May
10.
■Sr. Jennifer Dimitry of the Detroit Ecclesia died April 27 at age
35 having been consecrated for 15 years. She became acquainted
with the Truth through the Zendler family. Though suffering many
years from a devastating illness, she was devoted to studying,
witnessing and assisting others. She is survived by her mother
Dorothea, who made the funeral arrangements; three sisters, Aimee
Dimitry, Elizabeth Copeland and Sr. Margaret Grudzien (11970 SE
Zion Hill Dr., Gresham, OR 9708, e-mail: DariuszG@aol.com) and
a brother, Br. Drake of Pensacola, FL.
■Sr. Dorothy Burkholder, age 91,. of the Divine Plan Bible Students
Ecclesia of East Los Angeles died Apnl 13 from pneumonia. Herhusband,
Br. Harold, knew the Truth in his youth
but his parents followed the teachings of
the Society as changes took place after
Br. Russell's death. Consecrating with
her husband, later in life, in the 1970s, Sr.
Dorothy gladly left all her old
affiliations behind to give her full time
and attention to Truth activities,
including hosting meetings in her home
until June 2000. Sr. Dorothy is survived
by one son Walter; three grandchildren,
Ginger Buesing (5031 Olga Ave.,
Cypress, CA 90630), Walter and
William and four great-grandchildren.
Br. Harold preceded her in death two
years earlier. Her son, thinking that his mother was a Jehovah's Witness,
chose to have a minister give a funeral address to the 16 present. However,
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an opportunity opened for Br. Leon Millie to present the Kingdom
message reading from Isaiah 2 in the minister's Bible.
■Sr. Leona West, of the Eastern Missouri Bible Students finished
her course on June 20 at age 86. She was hospitalized frequently
over the past year with multiple health problems, including colon
cancer, gall bladder removal and
heart troubles. She never regained
consciousness from her last surgery.
Sr. Leona became acquainted with
the Truth through her family.
Consecrating in 1986, she
determined attending meetings was a
priority in her life though she lived an
hour and a half from her ecclesia. As
declining health prevented her
attendance she continued to receive
the blessings by listening in over a
speakerphone. When hospitalized
the ecclesia had several meetings in
her room, which was a witness to the
hospital staff. Sr. Leona is survived
by her daughters, Sr. Lawna Jean Hahn (9534 Bataan Dr., St. Louis,
MO 63134, e-mail: clhahnn@hotmail.com) and Louise Smith; two
sons, Eugene and William; her grandchildren and greatgrandchildren. Br. Perry Robinson of the Casselberry, FL Bible
Students, delivered Sr. Leona's funeral witness on June 23 in her
hometown of Bismarck, MO.
■Br. Portphar Rhodes Nkhope of Malawi, Africa died
unexpectedly this spring. He was in his mid-fifties. An enthusiastic
laborer, Br. Nkhope traveled in Malawi and neighboring
Mozambique spreading the message of Jesus Christ and his role in
the Divine Plan. In August 2000 he was arrested in Mozambique for
misleading the people. Taunted and physically abused, his
belongings and Bible were burned. Miraculously, when the
Commander-in-Chief arrived he set him free with a police escort. In
reporting the incident Br. Nkhope said, "[this] cannot stop me from
going to Mozambique. In the precious name of my Lord Jesus
Christ, I promise not to fear whatever comes to my life. It is a great
value to die in the hands of Jesus." Further details of his death, family
and funeral are unavailable at this time.
■Sr. Vera Malik, age 74, of the Chicago Ecclesia died June 19 after
experiencing a multitude of physical
trials including lymphoma,
gallstones and strokes over the last
two years. Raised a Baptist she sent
her five children to the Baptist
church. Her husband, Br. Fred was
unconsecrated at the time but knew
enough from his father Br. Joseph (an
elder in the Polish Ecclesia in
Philadelphia) to recognize that the
Baptist church wasn't right.
Eventually, Sr. Vera agreed to attend
the meetings in Delaware Valley,
PA. Consecrated since 1974 she is
known for her generous hospitality,
warm and open spirit. She leaves
behind her children, Sr. Roberta Tabac (4N233 Norris Ave. West
Chicago, IL 60185, e-mail: rctabac@aol.com), Joan Tenut, Jill
Pecken, Ric and Jack; and five grandchildren. Her husband preceded
her in death in February 2001. Br. Tom Ruggirello gave the funeral
witness on June 23 to 150 mourners.
See Deaths page 10
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A View Into the Past
Scripture
Studies
Printed
here.

W.B. Conkey Company of Hammond, Indiana

Volume Printing and 1916 Forewords
The history of Pastor C. T. Russell's Truth movement is considerable
though some areas are more extensive than others. Yet, any scrap of
history coming to light today is precious to the brethren.
Some months ago a letter to the Newsletter from Br. Eugene Burns
of Hebron, Indiana casts light on an historic area which is by far, more
than a scrap. Portions of his letter and enclosures, along with other
related items make up the substance of this report.
Br. Burns writes: "...The Watch Tower was contacted to
confirm that W. B. Conkey Company of Hammond, Indiana did
print and bind Studies in the Scriptures. [This was affirmed in their
response but not reproduced here.]
"Br. Russell had an arrangement with The Conkey Company to
print his Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures during the late fall and
early winter months–their slow season. Br. Russell thus secured
their best rates. He was extremely gifted in business matters. This also
worked out well because each year Br. Russell would order new
Volumes in the fall for the next year's edition. This he did in 1916,
adding in that year his October 1, 1916 Forewords to all the Volumes.
Also, he changed the text in Volume VI, on those pages where he
wished to clarify "justification" to be consistent with what he wrote

in its 1916 Foreword...
"These first appeared in the 1917 [edition] for they had been sent
to Conkey Company on October 1, 1916... Actually the Scripture
Studies continued to be printed identically as the 1917 edition without
change until 1924, as far as I know, and then in 1926 I have been told
the plates were destroyed. If anyone has any further information I
would appreciate having it...
"I think this will be of interest to all the Lord's people. It always
helps if we can bring into focus some details of the work."

Two Historic Letters
In reviewing Br. Burns' material, two pertinent letters in the
Newsletter's files came to mind. The first is a copy of a letter from

the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society dated November 13, 1916
addressing the subject of the Pastor's death and other matters from
which an excerpt is quoted below. This confirms Br. Burns' statement
on the placing of the orders with the Conkey Company in October
1916 for the 1917 edition of the Volumes.

(Letterhead) Watch Tower Bible & Tract Society
November 13, 1916
Mrs. F.C. Paul,
Clear Lake, Iowa
Dearly Beloved Co-Laborers in the Harvest Field:.
...The great shock of our Beloved Pastor's death has undoubtedly affected you in the Field as much as it did those of us here in
the Bethel, and Tabernacle...
A Memorial issue of THE TOWER is now being prepared, which
will give a detailed account of the funeral arrangements and other
interesting items connected with our Pastor's life and work. This
will reach you in due time. Therefore we will not enter into the
various details in this letter.
Undoubtedly many of you are wondering what will be done by
those left in charge of the work here. We assure you that everything
will continue as before, for Br. Russell left detailed arrangements to
have the work carried on after he was taken away. Just before his
departure on the last trip, he did something we have never before
known him to do — write a personal letter to the head of each
department, outlining his duties and the arrangements he had made

for carrying on the work in general. Further, in his will provision was
made to continue THE TOWER. He named an editorial staff of five
brethren and left sufficient matter prepared by him to last an
indefinite period.
Shortly before he started on his last trip, he placed an order with
the Conkey Printing Company for over a hundred thousand copies
of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES. He also wrote a very interesting
preface for each of the Six Volumes, which will appear in the new
edition. From these facts and the many others, we are all convinced
that our Beloved Brother was aware that his work in the flesh was
about finished and that the end would come soon...
With much Christian love, we remain
Your brethren in the Master's service,
Watchtower B. & T. Society.
AIR/EWH
The initials "AIR" indicate Br. A.I. Ritchie as having dictated the
letter. Br. Ritchie was President of the Society at the time of Br.
Russell's death. Ed.

The second letter is from Sr. Minnie Becker
who was a zealous colporteur under Br.
Russell. The handwritten letter given here

confirms Br. Russell as the author of the 1916
Forewords to the Studies in the Scriptures.
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Composing Room

"...Conkey Company was a very large
company, built on a nine acre site in
Hammond, Indiana. It was one of the largest
printing companies in the world at one time.
It had a capacity to turn out 40,000 finished
books a day. Two rail cars of paper were used
every eight hours... Conkey Company
continued in business until at least 1935...
now the city of Hammond has its offices in
the industrial complex there."71

Record Number of Tornadoes 'Hammer' Mid-West
On Sunday May 4, a series of tornadoes
blew through the states of Kansas, Missouri,
Arkansas and Tennessee causing at least 38
deaths and extensive property damage.
Lawrence County, MO was one of the areas
hardest hit. Sightings of more than 80
tornadoes were reported by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
in that part of the country. This year 434
tornadoes struck the nation from May 1
through May 10 breaking the record set in
1999 when 188 tornadoes struck during the

same period. We believe the sparing of the
brethren in the areas affected is an
overruling from the Lord.
Br. Milton and Sr. Shellie Hardin,
Republic, MO. reports: "On Sunday May
4, 32 very large tornadoes ripped through
southwestern Missouri, leveling many towns.
After travelling a direct line up highway 60,
bringing destruction in its path, it arrived at
the city limits of our town, and suddenly with
no apparent reason took a turn to the right

and went around us completely. Then, it
turned back to highway 60 and continued to
the next town of Battlefield MO. devastating the historic civil war town.
With death and destruction all about us,
and many of our neighbors losing their lives
and property, in the Lord's providence, we
were spared and never even lost power.
Through this experience, we recalled the
words of our Pastor 'His ministering angel is
ever near us and no trial will be permitted to
See Tornado page 13
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Serving Our Brethren
"Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters..." Isa. 32:20

Visual Aid Offered

Large Print Corrections

An illuminated magnifying glass, 6"in
diameter, on an adjustable arm which mounts
to a tabletop is available at no cost to anyone
who may have need of it. Please contact the
Newsletter at P.O. Box 41033, Centerville,
Ohio 45441-0033.

Volume One: sentence (above the footnote)
on page 176 should read "... the lowest grade
of vegetable, because in vegetation there
is..."Also, page 229 should have the
scripture referenced as Luke 3:17, 21, 22.
Contact the Newsletter for the new pages.

Secretary Name and Address Change
Baltimore Area Bible Students
Deborah Banks
4224 Federal Hill Road
Street, MD 21154
Phone: (410)692-5716
E-mail: dbanks21@juno.com

Afflicted From page 2

■Sr. Lawna Jean Hahn of the Eastern Missouri Bible Students is
grieved by the death of her mother on June 20. Sr. Lawna and her
family faithfully cared for Sr. Leona in their home during her last
year of deteriorating health. While missing personal fellowship and
study together she rejoices that Sr. Leona' s trials are over. See
Deaths.

■Sr. Vivian Cole (156 Minot St, Chula Vista, CA 91910, e-mail:
mrymam9541@aol.com) age 85, suffered a broken wrist and
bruises in a fall down 15 steps on May 26 at her granddaughters'
home. Fortunately, the stairs were carpeted and, by the Lord's grace,
more serious injuries were avoided. She is grateful for the Lord's
overruling in the incident. Sr. Vivian suffered the loss of her
husband Br. Russell Cole last December.

■Sr. Robyn Hiday (4203 St. Rte. #118,Coldwater, OH 45828, e-mail:
Hiday @wesnet.com) of the Miami Valley Bible Students had
surgery on June 22 to correct chronic pain in her neck.Doctors
removed one disk, implanted a donor bone and attached a metal
plate. Feeling in her left arm, previously lost, returned after surgery.
She ask an interest in your prayers for grace to bear whatever the
Lord sees fit.
■Sr. Wanda Hrechuk (22 Streilein Crescent, Winnipeg, MB
Canada R2P 1R3) suffered a heart attack May 13. After angioplasty
surgery and receiving a pacemaker she is slowly recovering in the
hospital. She hopes to return home soon and wishes to thank
everyone for their prayers and for the many comforting cards. El

Deaths From page 7

■Br. JosephJura age 87, the last member of the Minneapolis
Ecclesia died June 17 after 44 years of consecration. His father Br.
George was an elder in the Polish Ecclesia. Br. Joe leaves three
children, Sr. Christy Humphreys (12016 N 67 th St., Scottsdale, AZ
85254, e-mail: gckent144k@yahoo.com) Gloria Blockey of
Minneapolis, and Victor of Virginia and several grandchildren. Br.
David Rice delivered a Truth message on June 21.
▪ Dorothy (Dot) Richied, age 76, of the Miami Valle Ecclesia
died on April 5 from congestive heart failure. She knew the Truth as a
child from her parents Br. Charles and
Sr. Grace Kerney, both of the old
Dayton Ecclesia. Their efforts bore
fruitage in 1984 when Sr. Dot
consecrated. She is survived by two
daughters, Beverly Corner (2240
Patricia Drive, Kettering OH 45420)
and Jacqueline Rust; six sons, James,
Thomas, Daniel, Christopher, Jeffery
and Kenneth; 12 grandchildren and
• three great-grandchildren. Her children
knew how much she loved the Divine
Plan and arranged for Br. Richard
Peddemors to deliver a Kingdom
message to about 75 friends and family
and eight brethren on April 9.
■Sr. Pat Mendoza, age 72, of the West Wickham Ecclesia was
fatally injured April 24 when she was struck by a motorcycle while
crossing the road on her way to meeting. She died the following
morning without regaining consciousness. Her parents had a varied
background. Her mother was a Catholic then a Jehovah's Witness

before being convinced of Present Truth. Her Father was Jewish.
Both consecrated. Sr. Pat made the Truth her own in 1948. The last
four years she studied with the West Wickham Ecclesia, Kent,
England. She firmly believed the Harvest message and manifested a
spirit of unreserved dedication. Br. David Lightfoot delivered the
funeral witness to the 50 attendees.
Milk. John Edward (Ed) Beard of Joliet, IL., died of a massive brain
hemorrhage June 1 after 50 years of consecration and 81 years of life. Br.
Ed learned early the hardships and
uncertainty of life. At age five his
mother abandoned her family of ten
children. His father Br. Perle Beard had
little means to support his family, so he
took the five youngest children to an
orphanage. At one time he had gone to
college to be a minister, but forsook this
course when he learned of the Divine
Plan. The orphanage closed nine years
later so Br. Ed then 14 years old, went to
live with an aunt in California. His
father died the same year. As an older
teenager he traveled by train across the
country working at assorted odd jobs.
During WWII he served in the military.
After the war Br. Ed married Sr.
Jackie. As they began rearing their family, they desired that their children
have a religious upbringing. Br. Ed remembered his father's Truth
teachings so they sought out the Bible Students in the St. Louis area. Of
the 10 children Br. Ed was the only one to consecrate, which he did
along with Sr. Jackie in 1953. During the many changes in their lives
See Deaths page 15
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New Brethren in Christ
"He hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD."

Immersions 2003
In Rajahmundry, India March 21
Sr. K. Satyavathi, age 50, from Bhagathat Sing (Christian) fellowship.
Sr. S. Gouri, age 50, (Natural sister of Sr. Ruth Koti).
Sr. L. Sridevi, age 33, attended various denominations searching for
the Truth.
Sr. Mondeti Padma, age 24, from Hindu background.
At Seattle, WA March 30
Br. Matthew Palmgren, of Puget Sound Bible Students, son of Br.
Steve and Sr. Rosalie, fifth generation Bible Student.
Sr. Opal Williams, Victoria, BC, Canada, her husband received a
witness from Br. Charlie Chambers while they where both in the
hospital.
At Wilmington, DE April 13
Sr. Ann Cole, extension of Wilmington, DE Ecclesia
Sr. Audrey Monsanto, Washington DC Ecclesia, introduced to the
Truth through her late grandmother, Sr. Ruth Driskell.
At Starkville, MS May 11
Sr. Faye Trammell of Hoover, AL, former Jehovah's Witness,
contacted the brethren after the death of her brother-in-law. She had
received his religious literature which included Truth material.
Sr. Ginger Fantacone of Douglasville, GA, daughter of Sr. Faye. Br.
Bob Gray gave the discourse and Br. Ward Buel did the immersions.
At Piqua, OH May 24
Sr. Barbara Patrick, Miami Valley Ecclesia,
received an obituary mailing from the ecclesia
after her eldest daughter's death in 1998,
previously was a Baptist and a member of the
World Wide Church of God for 28 years.
Sr. Barbara

At Chicago, IL May 25
Br. Scott Alexander, son of Sr. Rachel Alexander, fourth generation
to consecrate.
Sr. Linda Alexander,
wife of Br. Scott.
Br. Adrian Hosu, son
of Br. Loan and Sr.
Magdalena Hosu of
Baia Mare, Romania.
Sr. Patricia Hosu,
wife of Br. Adrian.
Sr. Linda, Br. Adrian, Sr. Patricia and Br. Scott
In Visakapatnam, India
Br. Jimmy James, age 38, from Roman Catholic background.
Br. N. Peter, age 38, from Pentecostal background.
Sr. M. Salome, age 38, from Christian background.
Br. Elisha
Br. N. Naveen Kumar, age 21, from Baptist background.
Sr. N. Sulochana Devi, age 23, from Baptist background.
Sr. N. Swarna Latha, age 45, from Roman Catholic background.
Br. Korneli
In Bangalore, India
Br. P. Sundar, age 30
Br. L. S. David Raj, age 28, from Roman Catholic background.
Br. Nandlal Chabria, age 54, from Hindu background.

Psa. 40:3

Br. Sharath Paul, age 39, from Church of South India background.
Br. G. Immanuel, age 55, from Roman Catholic background.
Br. A. A. Kanika Raj, age 47, from Roman Catholic background.
Br. Muthu Christopher, age 25.
Sr. K. N. Jagadamba, age 28, from Hindu background.
Sr. Elizabeth Shoba, age 38, from Roman Catholic background.
Br. Jai Kumar, age 17.
Sr. Thilshat, age 30, from Muslim background.
Br. J. Richard, age 19, from Christian background.
Br. Alphonse, age 51, from Roman Catholic background.
Sr. Shaila, age 34, from Christian background.
"I Knew In My Heart Things Were Not Right"
Sr. Ann Cole, Wilmington, DE
"I came to know the Truth this past year after years of searching.
When I was growing up my parents were not church going people.
My Dad's mother took me to a Methodist
church. I used to get so distressed over things
the minister taught and when I questioned my
Mom's mom she would shush me and say that
the minister was a man of God and I was to
never question him. Then I became very brave
and I questioned the minister about a misquote
from the Bible he used in his sermon. That was
a definite 'no, no.' Needless to say it stopped
Sr. Ann
me from going to the Methodist church. I then
tried, over the next twenty years, everything from B aptist to Catholic
to Mormon trying to find the Truth about God. I knew in my heart
that hell and other things being taught were just not right. After
searching all those years I listened to my neighbor Janet Turner who
knew the Truth and introduced me to the Bible Students. After going
to several of the studies, I realized this is where I belong and this is
the Truth..."
On-line Meetings Assist in Counting the Cost
Sr. Opal Williams, Victoria, BC, Canada
"I came to know the Truth through the witnessing of Br. Charlie
Chambers. I have been studying with the brethren for many years,
first in Duncan, later in Victoria. I have always, since knowing the
Truth, considered doing the
Lord's will my first priority.
I did not feel that I was called
to the high calling until
about two years ago, shortly
after I attended the on-line
meetings. First the
Wenatchee class, then the
Monday night international
meeting, then the Southwest
Oregon Class, and the
Portland Tabernacle OnBr. William Ostrander immerses
line Study. There is not a
Sr. Opal Williams
class in Victoria, just me. Br.
Mery and Sr. Linda Hohenacker set up my computer and encouraged
me to attend the on-line classes. Regarding family members in the
Truth—none. I grew up in a home that respected God but did not
attend any church. At this time I have four siblings who are
Jehovah's Witness and one converted to Catholicism. I am thankful
to the Lord for the blessed privilege of presenting my body at the
hand of the high priest to God for sacrifice, and with the Lord's help
and the brethren's help I hope to be proved faithful by abiding in
Christ."0
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Reunion From page 1

and their children stayed in Japan for a year
in 1978. Several brief visits followed, the last
one being in 1987, six months before Br. Bob
died. Most of the brethren in the last study
conducted by Br. Bob are pictured in the
group photo on page one. The brethren in
Columbus, Ohio have kept in touch with the
brethren in Japan through personal correspondence, including weekly telephone calls
of at least one hour and through visits to the
United States from the Japanese brethren.
The 1981 photo below was taken during one

Japanese Founding Brethren: Br. Tadishi and
Sr. Chia Ishikawa and Sr. Junko Kamada

of their visits. A few of the Japanese brethren
have also attended the International Convention. Regular visits to Japan have tapered off for several reasons: a) the vast
distances separating the brethren; b) full job
responsibilities; c) a short window of opportunity for physical weekly meetings. The
convention worked this year because it was
scheduled during 'Golden Week'—when the
whole nation of Japan enjoys a three day
holiday weekend.
The Volumes that were translated during
Br. Russell's day are in the old Japanese
language and hardly understood by today's
Japanese brethren. Sr. Junko Kamada has
worked hard over the past thirty years to
translate major portions of the Volumes into
today's modern Japanese. Her work has
resulted in the translation of Volumes I, II,
several chapters of Volumes III, IV, VI and
Tabernacle Shadows. These handwritten
translations are now being typed into Japanese Kanji word processing, along with two
booklets: "What is This World Coming To?"
and "I Will Come Again." There was much
discussion at the convention regarding the
quality of the updated translations. The
consensus is that the current word for word
translation of the long sentences of the Volumes do not translate well into modern Japanese. Several adjustments are being contemplated that will need to be made in order for
the translations to be understood by most
modern Japanese. This will not hinder the
current translations from being published
soon. The Lord's hand is seen in this work
through opportunities that have surfaced

with local Japanese people in the Columbus,
Ohio area. The translations will be published
both in print and on the Internet.
One of the most spectacular experiences
we had during our visit was
on Tuesday after the convention. Br. Tatsumi and
Sr. Kayoko Katsuno took
us on a sight-seeing tour of
the beautiful Hakone mountain park area. In the afternoon,
Sr. Kayoko
during
our visit to one of the local
resorts, Brs. Tatsumi, Tim
and Todd Alexander met a
western looking man who
turned out to be Rabbi Henri
Noach, the chief Rabbi for
Br. Tatsumi
the Jewish Community of
Japan. A thirty-minute 'comfort to Israel'
witnessing barrage ensued which included
discussions about the Jewish double, Israel's
leadership in God's Kingdom, Jewish immigration to Israel and current events. At the
end of this discussion Rabbi Noach invited
Brs. Tim and Todd Alexander to come back to
Japan in November to speak to his Conservative congregation about the Truth regarding
Israel. We offered him a ride to the train
station and our witnessing experience was
extended by another 45 minutes.
There was a direct answer to prayer by Br.
Tatsumi Katsuno concerning the opportunity for him to be involved in witnessing

tiate the brethren from other Christian groups
in Japan and identify them as enthusiastic
supporters of the Abrahamic promise. We
will look for the Lord's continued blessing in
the unfolding of this wonderful experience
and will keep you updated about the planned
follow-up trip in November.

Br. Tim Alexander, Rabbi Henri Noach and
Tatsumi Katsuno

Desires to Serve
Takayoshi Nishimoto,
"Thank you for coming to Japan for this
meeting. I am studying government
economics. There are many problems,
economy and capability. I want to do
something to serve. I am interested in the
Bible because of the deep meaning and I want
to study the Bible this time." [His mother is
a friend of Mariko.]

about Israel. It was just three hours before
this experience, while the group was in a lush
garden among the trees, that Br. Tatsumi
offered a beautiful prayer in Japanese that
was not translated. After the witnessing
experience with Rabbi Noach, he revealed
that he had asked the Lord to provide the
right experiences for the Japanese brethren
at this time. Joy was in our hearts as we linked
the witness experience to a direct answer to
Br. Tatsumi' s prayer! It was a good example
to us, both young and old, of how God gives
us kisses/reassurances all along the way of
our Christian walk. We believe that this
opportunity to witness to Israel will differen-

Testimonies in Hayama, Japan, May 3-4
Godly Spirit Impresses Teenager
Tetsuji Katsuno,
"About 30 years ago, Peg Kindig San
[honorable one] visited Japan. She took me
to the ocean to swim. We didn't understand
the same language but I feel that she loved me
and I loved her very much. That experience
makes me very happy and the memory has
been alive and beautiful. I am very happy to
see her grandchildren. Lydia is the same age
as I was when I went to the ocean with Sr.
Peg."
CUSeeMe Revives Interest
Mitchko Fukazawa,
"I have been away from the Bible for some
time. Since we joined the CUSeeMe
meetings, I can hear the Bible studies and
learn some scriptures from the brethren. I feel
like I was awakened. I am very happy to be
here today and to have a convention at a
wonderful place with beautiful weather."
Learned to Pray in Meetings
Noriko Ishikawa,
"After I married into Ishikawa' s home, Br.
Ishikawa would have a family meeting once
per month where they always prayed in the
meeting. We learned how to pray. Even the
young sons were told that whenever you
have difficulty, pray to God. Now two sons
have grown up and are living by themselves.
There are so many terrible things happening
in this world that we can't control. Whenever
I see these things, Matt 6:25-34 gives me
peace of mind. "

Early Fruitage
Br. Takeki Ishikawa,
"My father heard a radio
program in 1971. Br. Art
Newell spoke. That is the
beginning of our family's
ability to attend this

Br. Takeki

I
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A Japanese First Volume from Br. Russell's day showing the Chart of the Ages explanation.

meeting. We are thankful for this
opportunity."
Laborer in the Vineyard
Sr. Junko Kamada,
"I just want to thank my
heavenly Father for the
many blessings that I have
received over the years
and too know the Japanese
brethren. I feel like they are
my family."

Sr. Junko

Memory of Bible Students Persist
Yasushi and Hiroko Katsuno,
"This is my wife and she is expecting in two
months (July). We are so happy. When
Alexander San came to Japan, I was a little
boy. I could not understand English but, at
that time, there was something special in the
Bible Students. It was a great memory forme.
I could never forget."
Loved as Family Since Boyhood
Br. Tim Alexander, Columbus, Ohio
"I really enjoy being here. Ever since I was
twelve years old I have heard about the

Tornado From page 9

be too severe...' R5802:6 and Psalm 130:5-6.
Sr. Shellie and I continue to help our neighbors during this disaster and our opportunities for tracting have been a great blessing."

brethren in Japan. My parents always spoke
so highly of each of you. I feel like you are
my family. We had such a blessing
yesterday, spending the day with the
Katsunos. I have been thinking about the
scripture in Proverbs 25:25 — 'News from a
far country is like cold water to a thirsty
soul.' But being here with
you is even better. It was a blessing this
morning, to hear Br. Tatsumi speak about
the Truth."
New Christian Enjoys Fellowship
Sr. Emily Crisan,
Columbus, Ohio
"I am very happy to be here.
It is interesting that you
[Noriko] picked this
scripture because Kindig San
considered this to describe
the Christian life. I am
Sr. Emily
married and live away from
home and I am sure my parents have the same
thoughts. I also grew up in a Christian home like
Mariko but I am also new, as a new Christian. It
is very nice to see you here and spend time with
you and hear what you have experienced."

Love of God Revealed
Sr. Mariko Isoda,
"I was born in a Christian home and used to
go to a church but I could not understand
Christianity very well. My sister Emi San
introduced me to the Bible Students where I
learned about Israel—a nation of God's favor.
Then it was dispersed and I
wondered, why? I had
many questions about the
nation of Israel and was
very curious about it. Then
I learned through Bible
study that God still lives
and works in doing many
Sr. Mariko
things in this world. In
1986, I decided to walk in God's way. I am
forgetful and I have forgotten many things
that I learned. One thing I want to develop
in myself is the love of God."
A group photo was not taken on Saturday, attendees at the convention not shown
in the front page photograph are: Yasushi
and Hiroko Katsuno, Tetsuji Katsuno, Yasunobu Morita and Takayoshi Nishimoto.
Ec117

Sr. Margie Gale, Oklahoma City, OK,
relates: "We are very thankful to the Lord
that we were spared. In times of need it draws
us closer to him and we appreciate the hope
that we have of 'thy Kingdom come.' We
had lots of rain but no direct flooding or

tornadoes. It was the worst storm I have seen
since moving to Oklahoma 10 years ago.
Trees were down, homes destroyed, numerous power outages, incredibly heavy rains
and high winds. The tornadoes came close
but our immediate area was not hit."0
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Journey to Encourage the Friends in Siberia
This abbreviated account of a lengthy report
submitted by Sr Beti Precup covers a recent
(Oct 2002) train trip to Tulun, Siberia.
Accompanying her were Br.Viorel and Sr.
Viorica Neaugu and Br. Vasile and Sr.
Natasha Neaugu. Ed.

We started north of Moldova, close to the
Ukrainian border and after twenty-four hours
we arrived in Moscow...
Having to wait until the next day for the
train, we had a whole day to see Red Square
with its unique golden church towers, museums and the ever-present line of tourists at
Lenin's mausoleum.
We departed Moscow around midnight
and after three days and some 4800 km (2971
miles) we found ourselves in the dark on the
platform in Tulun, Siberia... Shouts of joy in
the soft, beautiful Russian language were
heard calling our names. Within seconds, we
saw the two sisters who were waiting for us.
A half an hour later, we were settled in two
comfortable apartments and served a nice
meal and we talked until dawn. Many questions were asked about our classes, studies
and families. Later that day, a decision was

made to have a formal meeting each day at a
different home with the subject of the discussions being left to the sisters' choice, with the
exception of the next day which was entirely
devoted to visits. The afternoons were spent
visiting sisters from another group who do
not see the high calling as being open.
Two other sisters unable to attend meetings because of infirmaties wanted to know
what we believed concerning the narrow way
and the high calling still being open. One said
she had read it was still open but wondered
of her standing. The other said, "The narrow
way must be open because we must have
patience."
Many scriptures and subjects were considered in the meetings and fellowship which
included each days Daily Heavenly Manna
and a study of Matthew 18. We also discussed; "The end of the age and the night
when no man can work;" "What is the
significance of the year 1914, if it was not the
completion of the church;" "What is a type;"
"What is the danger in making types;" "The
parable of the talents;" etal We used the
Expanded Biblical Comments of Pastor

Russell, which was a guarantee of harmony
with Present Truth.
Testimonies had an important place. Just
to see the practical application of applying
the Word in their personal lives was inspiring
and right to the point. They gave very
beautiful expressions of love for the Lord and
the brethren, showing a genuine spiritual life.
All the sisters, received the newly printed,
Russian translation of Volume 1, with much
joy.
After six days our time for departure had
arrived. The sisters lovingly accompanied us
to the train station where we sang hymns in
Russian. The ticket controller voiced her
thanks, for the nice entertainment. The 'Lion
and the Lamb' tract was offered and received
with thanks.
Another three days by train to Moscow
and 24 more hours to the Ukraine. We then
took a taxi to the border. A conversation
started with the young taxi driver who proved
to have an appreciation of what is taking
place in the nominal ecclesiastical heavens.
The Divine Plan book was offered and reSee Journey on page 15

World Briefs and Religion in the News
■40,000 Jewish settlers recently denounced
the U.S. led Middle East peace summit as a
"surrender to Palestinian terror. Ariel
Sharon's cabinet approved the U.S. road map
peace plan, including removing some
settlement outposts, incurring the wrath of
settlers who feel betrayed by Sharon. Some
settlers are threatening armed, violent
resistance to any evacuation of Jewish
settlements or outposts in the West Bank or
Gaza. Reuters — 06/08/03
■Pope John Paul II received Israel's new
ambassador to the Vatican with a statement
that only the existence of two separate states,
Israel and Palestine, could end the violence
in the Middle East. AFP — 06/02/03
■ Few Arabs outside Iraq have
acknowledged the criminality of the Hussein
regime, despite the discovery of mass graves
almost daily. Instead a popular new hit in
Egypt includes the line "Better Saddam' s hell
than America's paradise". U.S. News —05/
26/03
■The Bush administration is the "most
resolutely 'faith-based' in modern times,
dedicated to the idea that there are answers
for societal problems and terrorism with an
aura of prayerfulness" in the White House.

Critics acknowledge President Bush's
sincerity but are concerned that the
increasing religious overtones have
drummed up support for war and could ignite
the Muslim world. Newsweek — 03/10/03
■Israeli scientists have devised a computer
that can perform 330 trillion operations per
second, more than 100,000 times the speed of
the fastest PC. The computer is a single DNA
molecule that provides both fuel and input
data. The computer is also "the smallest
biological computing device" ever
constructed. National Geographic News
—02/24/03
■Two Romanian astronomers claim to have
pinpointed the exact time and date of the
Crucifixion of Jesus. According to Liviu
Mircea and Tiberiu Oproiu of the Astronomic
Observatory Institute in Cluj, Romania,
Jesus died at 3 p.m. on Friday, April 3, 33 A.D.
According to their reading of the New
Testament data, Jesus was crucified on the
day after the first night with a full moon after
the vernal equinox. If the Crucifixion took
place some time between the years 26 and 35,
this could mean either Friday, April 7, 30, or
Friday, April 3, 33. But it was only in the latter
year that records show a solar eclipse as
having occurred in Jerusalem ("And when

the sixth hour had come, there was darkness
over the whole land until the ninth hour,"
according to Mark 15:33). The two
astronomers have also timed the
Resurrection precisely as having occurred at
4 a.m. the following Sunday, April 5.
Anavona — 05/08/03
MA proposal to declare Christianity to be
Kenya's state religion is generating heated
debate among the country's churches. The
proposal comes from a group called the
Kenya Church, which includes Methodists
in the country and a number of Pentecostal
churches. It comes as Muslims are calling for
the entrenchment of Islamic courts in the
country's constitution. But the Roman
Catholic Church and most mainstream
Protestant denominations are urging that
religion and the state be kept separate. ENI
01/28/03

■ Preparation for war may have boosted
sales of Bibles and other religious books in
America. U.S. publishers collected almost
$15 million in religious book revenues in
January. Revenues from the Zondervan's
Bible sales in January were 10 percent higher
than the year before – the earlier sales had
been influenced by the Sept. 11 attacks.
Financial Times — 03/27/030
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Conventions
"Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name..." Psa. 96:8

July 26 30 Greencastle, IN. Indiana-Ohio Bible Students Ecclesias'
Convention will be held at DePauw University located in Greencastle,
Indiana. Convention Registration: New Albany-Louisville Bible
Students, Attn: Sarah Easton, P.O. Box 197, New Albany, IN 47151
Phone: (812)945-5526. E-mail: s.l.easton@att.net
-

September 23-29 Fort Worth, TX. Fort Worth Bible Students
Convention. Comfort Inn & Suites, 2904 Crystal Springs, Bedford,
TX. Ten speakers. For programs with study questions and
reservations contact the Secretary: David Wilmott, P. 0. Box 4085,
Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (817) 561-9100. E-Mail:
wihnott@juno.com

August 15-17 Portland, OR. Portland Area Bible Students Study.
Collins Retreat Center, 32867 SE Highway 211, Eagle Creek, OR.
Subjects: Prophecies of Daniel and Peace of God. For
accommodations contact: Margaret Ferlejewski, 1801 NE 201st
AvenueB4, Fairview, OR 97024-8737 Phone: (503)665-5565. E-mail:
ferle@juno.com

September 27, 28 Piqua, OH. Miami Valley Bible Students Annual.
Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Drive, Piqua, OH 45356-9254. For
programs and information contact the Secretary: Richard Peddemors,
211 King Court, Sidney, OH 45365. Phone: (937)492-8610. E-mail:
peddemors @erinet.com

August 29 31 Sunnyvale, CA. Antioch Bible Students Annual.
Ramada Inn of Silicon Valley, 1217 Wildwood Ave., Sunnyvale, CA
94086 Phone: (800) 888-3899. For more information, contact Robert
Long, Phone: (916) 727-6308, E-mail: rob-carollong @juno.com

October 11-12 San Antonio, TX. San Antonio Bible Students
Annual. Programs and information are available from the Secretary:
Jackie Lancaster, PO Box 3155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. Email:corlan @ stic.net

August 30 September 1 Villa Park, IL. West Suburban Bible
Students of Villa Park, IL. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park
Blvd. and Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn, IL. Six speakers.
Accommodations Coordinator: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N.
Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL. 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110.

October 24 26 Connellsville, PA. Connellsville Bible Students
Ecclesia. Penn State University, Fayette Campus. Five speakers. For
information contact the Secretary: Judy Cramer, Phone: (714) 6774633. E-mail:Cramer1874@aol.com

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his
reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the
truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows
and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling
is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom.
6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

-

-

Deaths From page 10
they attended ecclesias in St. Louis, Los Angeles, Atlanta and after
1991 Chicago. The knowledge of God's Plan for all mankind was the
richest possession of his life, which he faithfully passed to subsequent generations. The best heritage any father could bestow.
Br. Ed is survived by his wife of 56 years, Sr. Jackie (605 W.
Jefferson, Joliet, IL 60435, e-mail: Je-ftBeard@ juno.com) a son, Br.
Dan Beard of Seattle, WA; two daughters, Sr. Linda Larson of
Chicago, IL and Sr. Ramona Hill of Atlanta, GA; eleven grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren; one sister, Glenda Osbon. A son,
John E. Beard, Jr. preceded him in death. Br. Joe Megacz delivered
a comforting message to the family and over 100 others on June 4.
MR. Despina Lombardas, age 68, of the Greek Bible Students in
Toronto, Ontario, Canada finished
her earthly course on May 21 after
suffering from Alzheimer' s disease.
Sr. Despina consecrated her all to the
Lord while living in Athens, Greece.
She immigrated to Canada in 1956
with her husband Br. George. He
used his talents in translating Truth
literature into the Greek language.
Sr. Despina loved the Harvest
message and lived her faith. She is
survived by her husband of 47 years,
Br. George (341 Glebemount Ave.
Toronto, ON, M4C 3V6) two sons,
Timothy and David; one daughter,

-

Esther and two grandchildren. Br. Frank Boychuk delivered her
funeral witness to the 30 in attendance on May 23.
1113r. Franksly Kazmer, age 85, died June 30 after suffering from ShyDrager syndrome, a progressive shutdown of the nerves. He was
lovingly cared for by his wife of over 30 years, Sr. Stella (720 W.
Chapola Dr., Tucson, AZ 85704.) Br. Franksly learned the Truth from
his father and consecrated at age 18 while living on the east coast. He
heartily supported and encouraged many efforts among the brethren.
He is also survived by his brother Edward. The date of the memorial
service has not yet been determined. 0

Journey From page 14
ceived thankfully. He left his address with the brethren and then
remarked that he felt the Lord in many ways in his life, including the
present opportunity of having us as clients.
At the border a Romanian passport had to be processed. The
opportunity was used to give out tracts to every one behind us. An
officer stopped us, saying it was forbidden. A brother then answered
that if he knew what things were written in it, he would allow him to
give them out. Then he left a tract on the officer's desk. The process
of tracting continued to the other end of the bridge at the UkrainianMoldavian border. There we saw the car waiting to take us home,
about a half an hour 's drive, where our trip actually had started. The
circle had been completed under the providence and care of the
Lord.0
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Statement of Purpose
Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of
convention listings for publication. News items should be verified before
submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be - partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. . . that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

