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The Lord's followers in India are very active
in spreading the Truth to their countrymen.
The results are quite encouraging. The
following report, submitted by Br. Larry
Davis highlights his visit to India in
November 2002. He shares some things that
may not be widely known about the country
and the ongoing witness efforts. Ed
My purpose for the trip to India included
a desire to learn more of the Lord's people,
serve them and document the exciting Har-

Greetings in the Lord
This being the first issue of the New Year, we
think it would be appropriate to publicly
thank the heavenly Father for the many
blessings received in the publishing of the
Newsletter. We would also like to thank the
friends who have supported this effort with
their prayers, phone calls, letters of
encouragement and financial donations. It
is a labor of love on our part and it is a labor
that we love. In this issue we feature
observations of the remarkable attitude,
courage and great faith of the India brethren
in serving the Lord. They are "...kept by the
power of God through faith." 1 Peter 1:5
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vest work.
There are 29 states in India with national,
state and local governments just like the
United States. Hindi and English are the
national languages, in addition each state
has its own language. In an area slightly
larger than one-third of the U.S. there are
over one billion people— one-sixth of the
world's total population Mumbai (Bombay) is the largest city in the world, while
New Delhi and Calcutta are in the top 15.
India includes many of the highest mountains in the world, thousands of miles of
coastline, fertile fields, tropical jungles, a
desert and a rock strewn countryside. It
would be hard to find a more beautiful or
diverse land and people. The majority of
Bible Students in India live in the three
southern states of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh, which were the locations of my visit.
The Bible Students Association of Southern India was formed in 1919 and presently
includes 25 ecclesias with about 2000 individuals, including children and those not

consecrated. The headquarters of the BSA
is in Coimbatore, the largest ecclesia, with
about 250 attending. The Indian classes are
very active. A few have their own meeting
halls but most meet in the homes of brethren.
Few brethren in India have cars and most
take public transportation, bicycle, motorcycle or walk. Larger cities have several
ecclesias due to distance and the difficulty
of travel. In traveling and serving with Br.
Varma, we attended follow-up meetings of
the newly formed ecclesias and observed
and documented the Harvest work being
accomplished. Included were engineers,
computer scientists, teachers, government
officials and former Christian ministers.
Most have a Christian background but some
came from the Hindu faith. Many families
of all ages are represented. We would like to
mention three unique areas in the ministry:
See Reflections page 8
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake. "Phil. 1:29

■Sr. Karole Doran (6506 Watch Hill Road, Louisville, KY 402281369) fell January 16 and broke her ankle - her fifth bone break in
nine months as a result of osteoporosis. Energetic in serving the Lord
and his people, she now has the contrasting experience of more time
for study and meditation and having to be dependent on others. Her
husband Br. David and mother Sr. Peg Kindig are her angels of mercy.
Sr. Karole is appreciative of the expressions of sympathy received
when her father died and now for the love and concern of the brethren
in this new experience.
Mr. Eugene Burns (742 South 400 West, Hebron, IN 46341)
suffered a stroke March 16. In the Lord's providence, Br. Burns was
at home when he discovered that his right hand
could not operate the computer keyboard.
Taken to the hospital, he was able to walk into
the emergency room where his stroke
progressed until his right side became
paralyzed. His speech and ability to swallow
were not permanently affected and he is
mentally alert. On March 21 he was moved to
a rehabilitation facility. Sr. Ruth and his sons Taze and Ben
appreciate the loving sentiments and prayers of the brethren.

Hopkins in Baltimore have tentatively diagnosed her condition as
Stills Disease. The daily attention to Sr. Mary's needs has been a
special experience to her daughter and son-in-law Sr. Marsha and Br.
David Hauke. Sr. Mary and the family appreciate the many messages
of encouragement from the brethren and especially their prayers. "
• Br. Kenneth Glaze (1000 Franklin Ave., Apt. 1011, Baltimore,
MD 21221, e-mail: keneglaze@aol.com) is enduring the daily pain
of osteoarthritis and, additionally, suffers lower back pain even
though he has had two previous back surgeries. It is difficult for him
to walk even with the aid of a walker. He requests the prayers of the
brethren that he can fulfill his vows of consecration. He sends his
greetings along with John 14:3; Rev. 14: 3, 13 and Hymn # 7.
Br. Edward Bushlus (13635 S. Dublin Dr., Homer Glen, IL
60441, e-mail: erb65@juno.com) wishes to express the
appreciation he and his sister, Sr. Janet Jezuit (26576 Countryside
Lake Drive, Mundelein, IL 60060) have for the encouragement they
received from the brethren through the many cards, e-mail
messages, calls and prayers at the death of their mother Sr. Bernice
Bushlus. It was a great comfort to have the love and encouragement
of the brethren at that time, especially from those who shared their
personal feelings during their loss of a loved one.

E SL Ruth Slivinsky (c/o Haven Health Center, 1060 Main St., South

Windsor, CT 06074) is a victim of rheumatoid arthritis which has
rapidly progressed to a condition where she is paralyzed from the
neck down. Bed ridden she suffers from bedsores and loss of appetite.
Despite 29 years of living with this disease, including 12 in the
nursing home, she continues to receive strength from her trust in the
Lord. Visits and cards from brethren and family encourage her to
patiently endure. "Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have
seen the end of the Lord, for an example of suffering, affliction and
of patience." James 5:11
ESL Rachel Hasty (P.O. Box 901, Arab, AL 35016, e-mail•
jkhasty @earthlink.net ) had back surgery on January 3 and spent
fourteen days in the hospital. After being home about a week she
was rushed into the emergency room with a bleeding stomach ulcer
previously undiagnosed. Through a blood transfusion she has
regained sufficient strength to be home again. She and Br. Johnny
are looking forward to regular attendance with the Huntsville
Ecclesia. They appreciate an interest in the brethren's prayers.

■Sr. Wilma Shannon (459 Cooper Cove, St. Augustine, FL 32095,
e-mail: flyfree@aug.com) suffered the loss of her 52-year-old son
Ron Purtlebaugh from throat cancer on January 25. Ron had read
through the Volumes and looked forward to the resurrection. Sr.
Wilma has lost three brothers, a niece and now a son to cancer.
Though consecrated only a few years she receives great comfort from
God's plan and appreciates the sustaining power of the brethren' s
prayers.
■Sr. Mary Geisinger became ill with flu-like symptoms, rash and
high fevers in mid-December and was hospitalized three times, for
a total of about seven weeks. In the course of the illness she had a
slight stroke which further weakened her. She was in a rehabilitation
facility in Delaware for physical, occupational and speech therapy
but has returned home. The fever of unknown origin is now under
control through medication. She has undergone several tests. Many
doctors describe it as "challenging," or "unusual" and continue to
have difficulty making a definite diagnosis. The doctors at Johns

■Sr. Silvia Golby (Box 4, Site 2, RR 1, Cherhill, Alberta, TOE OJO
Canada) grieves the death of her father Marvin Harms on February
12 at the age of 92. He was well acquainted with the Truth as his
parents were Bible Students in the days of Br. Russell and met with
Br. Lloyd Bolton and his parents in the Barrhead area of Alberta. Sr.
Silvia and her granddaughter, Sr. Roxanne Deering, are now feasting
on the "meat in due season," as did her father and grandparents.
Some of the feasting has been aided by the extension service of the
Winnipeg Ecclesia. Marvin' s funeral service by Br. Frank Boychuk
was attended by 200 people with most hearing a Truth witness for
the first time.
• Br. Marion Schrock (Dixon Health Care Center, 135 Reichart
Ave., Wintersville, OH 43953) has been hospitalized several times
in the recent past for a chronic small bowel
obstruction, dehydration and pneumonia. He
has been treated and is now back at Dixon
where he has been cared for since January
2002.
Although Br. Marion has been
declining physically, he continues to fight the
good fight and appreciates the continued
petitions of the brethren who bear him up
before our Father. Br. Marion's uppermost
thought is not to displease the Father as he passes through the
turbulent waters of this experience. Isa. 43:2

ESL Gerry Jurd (17737 East Benbow St., Covina, CA 91722) of the
Los Angles Ecclesia underwent abdominal surgery March 8 for a
nickel size tumor found on her small intestine. This is a new
experience in her development since she has previously enjoyed
good health. She will be recuperating at the home of her daughter
Sr. Nancy Kerry.

Elk. William John (No. 290, F A, 2nd Cross; 2nd Block, Near Marath
halli bore well; Bangalore 37 India) one of four elders in the
Bangalore India Ecclesia, underwent a kidney transplant January 14
after being on dialysis the last two years. His wife Sr. Bindhu was
See Afflicted page 7
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Entered Into Rest
`1- stretch forth my hands unto thee; my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land.- Psa. 143:6

■Sr. Bernice Bushlus, of the West Suburban Bible Students finished
her course on January 18 at age 78 of abdominal cancer. For the last
five and a half years her son Br. Ed
and his wife Sr. Rachel considered it
a privilege to assist her in their home
during her declining years.
During the depression Sr. Bernice
experienced the death of her father
and the loss of their home. She and her
sister Julia worked weeding onion
fields for ten cents an hour to help the
family survive. During this time the
priest refused to admit the two girls to
the Catholic Church unless they donated 10 cents at the door, which they
were too poor to afford. Julia remarked, "I never understood that God
would charge money to hear his Word." Not long after this incident,
their mother Mary Krevis received an announcement from the
Chicago Lithuanian Bible Students inviting the public to a free
Bible lecture on the subject: "The Desire Of All Nations Shall
Come." Mary attended this public meeting and the following week
brought her daughters to another. The two girls remarked, "This is
so good, it has to be from the God we want to worship." First,
Bernice' s mother Sr. Mary consecrated, then her sister, Sr. Julia
Remencus and later, in May of 1945, Sr. Bernice consecrated.
Sr. Bernice was known for her prolific quotes and references from
the Harvest message. She and her husband Ed quietly served others,
particularly the family of Sr. Edna Chastain after the death of Sr.
Edna' s husband Br. Robert. Providentially, Sr. Bernice and Sr. Edna
were neighbors.
She is survived by her son Br. Edward Bushlus and her daughter
Sr. Janet Jezuit and two grandsons. Br. Edmund Jezuit conducted
her funeral service giving a comfort message of truth to approximately 80 friends and brethren in attendance.
■Br. Charles Jayappa of the Bangalore Ecclesia finished his earthly
course March 18 at 85. His death closes a chapter of the early
witness work which was carried out
by brethren such as Brs. Gilbert
Sundar Raj and Bernabas. For more
than forty years Br. Jayappa rode his
bicycle to remote villages, tracting
during the day and delivering street
corner chart talks in the evenings. To
nourish new interests, he stayed in
the village for weeks following. All
his earthly needs fit into a little
shoulder bag and if necessary he
slept on the ground in the open air.
Brethren estimate that he traveled
nearly 30,000 miles on his bicycle.
The Mysore Ecclesia was established
through his efforts and he served as an elder there for many years
before settling in Bangalore. A good teacher with an exceptional
memory of the Scriptures, he could easily quote them on any subject.
Brs. Varma, Prassad, Luke, Puttasundra and Alexander are a few who
came to the Truth as a result of his efforts. His demise touches all the
Bible Students that knew him and his work. He is survived by a son
and daughter. (Late Br. Jayappa; No.5 (120) Bhimanna Garden; A.T
Halli, Shantinagar, Bangalore- 27) His supportive wife Sr.
Sundaramma preceded him in death in March of 1994. Br. Jayappa's

funeral service was attended by about 200 people.
■Sr. Mary Dui() of Gonor, Manitoba, Canada finished her course on
February 20 from cancer at the age of 84. She emigrated to Canada
in 1935 after receiving the Truth and consecrating in Europe. Sr.
Mary attended the Ukrainian Bible Students Ecclesia in Kirkness,
Manitoba where Br. John Gowryluk was an elder. She is the last
member of that Ecclesia to finish her earthly walk. Her daughter Sr.
Emilie Pluchinski (Box 19, Group 366 RR#3, Winnipeg, MB R3C
2E7, Canada) cared for her the last few years. She is also survived
by a son, a daughter, 5 grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren. Br.
Frank Boychuk delivered her funeral witness to 70 attendees.
■Br. Andrew W. Faciszewski, entered into rest March 21, after a
short illness at age 92. He had attended the Polish Bible Students
meetings in Syracuse, NY. He was the eldest of eight children and
is survived by a brother and three sisters. His family honored his
wishes for a Truth funeral witness which was given by Br. Allon
MacAlister.

■Br. Lloyd Gaddy a longtime elder of the Phoenix Ecclesia finished
his earthly walk February 19 at the age of 81 of viral pneumonia. In
his youth he was so troubled by the
difficulty of understanding the Bible,
especially the doctrine of Hell, that he
was almost an atheist. He and his wife
studied with a former Jehovah's
Witness who had been
excommunicated for studying the
Bible. While a Jehovah's Witness she
had met Br Emile Herrscher as she
went door to door. Through this
contact, this sister and the Gaddys
came to see the harmony of the Divine
Plan.
Br. Lloyd is survived by Sr. Jenell,
his wife of 56 years, (14405 W. Sentinel Drive, Sun City West, AZ
85375, e-mail: gaddyl @ juno.com) daughter Nelda McDaniel and
son Bradley, 4 grandchildren, 2 great-grand children and a sister
Patsy Law. Br. Emile Herrscher delivered the funeral message to over
125 assembled mourners.
■Br. Albert Ulicni, an elder in the Gary Bible Students Ecclesia,
died December 9 from complications of diabetes at the age of 73.
From a Truth family, his father was an elder in the Gary Polish class.
Br. Albert loved serving in the tape room, taking group convention
pictures and extending hospitality to the brethren. He is survived
by his wife Sr. Marie (9498 W. 250 S. Westville, IN 46391) two
daughters Cathy and Linda, a son Rick and five grandchildren. Br.
Tom Trzeciak delivered the funeral witness to the 60 in attendance.
■Sr. Katherine Swiderek, age 96, finished her earthly walk March
22 in the nursing facility where she resided for the last 13 years.
Consecrated for over 65 years she was one of the last members of the
original Polish class in Chicago. Her husband Br. Frank was an elder
in the ecclesia. Together they engaged in the Polish radio work for
over 25 years, storing some 3800 tapes in their home and mailing
them weekly to stations in the United States, Poland and France. She
leaves behind one son, Norman (13361 Ash Ct., Palos Heights, IL
60463), two grandsons and eight great-grandchildren. Br. Edmund
Jezuit delivered her funeral witness to the 40 in attendance.
See Deaths page 15
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Our Brethren Speak
"My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter knowledge clearly."

Testimonies at Louisville, Kentucky. November 29-30
Chastised with a Blessing
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia
"...Each of the talks has had something very special that I needed...
Lately I have been having very wonderful trials—things that do not
make sense or have a way out. The scripture
keeps coming to mind, 'Think it not
strange...' So we do not have to have the
explanations—and yet I am searching for
ways to see how I should be exercised. I would
like to share one little experience. Have you
ever been chastised with a blessing? Not so
long ago I was given a temporal assignment to
do at a convention, and I was having trouble being rebellious. I did
not want to do it because I felt it would infringe on my fellowship.
With this poor attitude I completed my task —it was time for lunch
and everyone was seated and there were no places for me to sit. All
of a sudden I had a chance to sit exactly where I would have chosen
to have fellowship. It was like the Lord indulging me but yet it was
a rebuke. I thank the Lord for his sensitive ways of dealing with me.
I want to be alert to see the way his eye follows me and not to be dull
of sight or hearing because there are always many lessons in our little
experiences, as well as the experiences that seem big and formidable,
where it seems there is no clear path. So I would ask your prayers to
be alert to his leadings..."
"Our Treasure Experience"
Sr. Peg Kindig, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia
"...This is my first convention since Br. Owen's stroke and death. I
want to express my appreciation for all your love, prayers, cards,
phone calls and visits during Br. Owen's illness. It was a great joy
to us both. It was good to see his face light up
when he talked to or saw those who called and
visited. He called the experience our 'treasure
experience'—and it really was! It was a
massive stroke but there were many blessings
that we shared. He could speak and we
appreciated his prayers, especially during the
holidays with the family. There were things
that needed to be done but often we would just talk. I am so thankful
for that. We talked about many experiences that he had. One of the
things I did not know about before was that when he was in the Navy
and went overseas to Okinawa he never prayed that the Lord would
bring him home. All he wanted was the Lord's will. I appreciated
that and was glad to know it. I did not pray that he come home
either—as I also wanted the Lord's will—but we are glad he came
home. The new creature was alive and well until the last few weeks
that he lived and that was a joy. Strokes are very damaging and why
the Lord protected that part of his brain I do not know. But all I know
is we were very thankful for it. I derived strength from things he
would tell me and he derived strength from things I said or things that
came in letters or phone calls to him. There was so much in this
experience for which to be thankful..."
Awakened to Greater Appreciation
Sr. Evelyn Doran, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"...I am compelled to tell you of the experiences I have had in the
last couple of weeks which strengthened my faith in the Lord...
"I had been praying over an idea about buying a new car. I argued
with myself, 'Yes you need it because your car is 14 years old and

Job 33:3

it is probably going to start needing some repair work.' I countered,
`You are too old to be getting a new car and this one is running fine
and you do not go anywhere anyway.' .... I prayed for a couple of
months and no answer came. While I did not dismiss the idea, I put
it on the back burner.
"One day when I returned home and attempted to open the
automatic garage door it went up about 15 inches and no more, no
matter how many times I tried.... I got out of the car and tried to raise
it manually to no avail. As I turned to the car, the car was coming
straight at me. In a matter of seconds I could have been between that
car and the garage door. I do not know what happened. I moved out
of the way as quickly as I could, apparently. That car went through
a steel door, broke it, kept right on going through the garage, hit the
wall, flattened out a metal garbage container and moved three large
concrete blocks. So you know it was coming at a pretty good rate
of speed! I quickly ran to the telephone asking David to come and
look at the car. He came and said, 'There is not even a scratch on the
car!' I thought about it, wondering what the lesson behind it was.
Just that quickly a scripture came to me, 'Be content with such things
as you have.' I accepted that...
"My important lesson was one of more appreciation and gratitude
to my heavenly Father for knowing his character better..."
Testimonies at Birmingham, Alabama, December 7
The Last Enemy
Br. Ward Bud, Pass Christian (MS) Ecclesia
"I think when there is a death near this gives us a wonderful
opportunity to tell everybody in sight that the last enemy that will
be destroyed is death. We just experienced one with someone I work
for, a young man who lost his wife I think it is a message that is so
lovely when we are able to give it, especially in a time of need. When
you think of the fact that death is ruling this world, I certainly saw
my share of it during World War II..."
Witnessing on a Website Forum
Br. Harry Nugent, Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia
"...I have been in the Truth since 1946, and I knew of a great many
classes in the north and the east, but I did not know too much about
what was going on in the south. When I came down here and saw little
groups forming here and there or just one coming into the Truth...
I could see the Lord's hand at work. Down here—It is such a joy to
be in your midst and to see your zeal and love.
"In our class we have a brother, John Lawson, who is very zealous
in witnessing. He has gotten on to the Internet with what is called
Biblestudyforum.com . It is a chat room, where people submit
articles and questions about the Bible and Br. John has been
answering them extremely well. He writes them back using the
Volumes and other of Br. Russell's writings. We are getting
questions from all over the world, such as Baghdad and the Philippines. It is very interesting to see how much people understand—
and it does not seem like just a frivolous curiosity. There are some
very serious people out there asking some very serious
questions...This has been a blessing to Br. John..."
Number One in our Life
Sr. Cathy Lamb, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia
"...I want to thank my Lord and Savior for allowing me to come to
this convention. I do not get to attend as many as I would like. I
have my children here and I am so tickled to have them here and to
hear their questions. We lived in Sevierville, Tennessee, for three

years and just recently moved back to Athens, Alabama. I was able
to start back to the Bible studies and have really enjoyed that. I am
so grateful for the opportunities the Lord gave me even being away.
When we are isolated the Lord blesses us too. We are living in a
mobile home as our home in Sevierville—along with all our earthly
possessions—is still up for sale and Sr. Men Lyn told me the other
day that I seemed to be handling it well. I really appreciated Br.
Mali's discourse, as I felt I was not doing as well on the murmuring
and complaining as I probably should, as sometimes it gets a little
hard living on air mattresses, etc. I really wanted to be settled and
have our things moved. The other night the Lord showed me that
these things are not my possessions—they are his. I have decided
to look forward to what he has in store for me —to look more to see
what he has planned for us. This convention has really helped me
spiritually, helped me to renew my strength and not to be
discouraged but to realize that anything is attainable if the Lord has
called you and you are willing to strive to put him as number one in
your life. I ask for your prayers..."
Testimonies at Chicago, Illinois, December 28
Baptists Study First Volume
Sr. Gloria Zendler, Detroit (MI) Ecclesia
"...Some months ago, Br. Leo Post got a call from some people in
a Baptist Church in Windsor [Canada], who had been listening to the
Frank and Ernest radio program and who were without a minister.
They called the Dawn to see if one could be
provided. Br. Post called Br. Walter Blicharz,
who contacted these people and met with
them. Br. Walter was invited back and this
time he took fifteen First Volumes—one for
each of those at the first study.
"About one month later they made arrangements to get together again. They have been
studying Volume One. The group studying
with us now, though, is down to six. Certain ones have weeded
themselves out. After the third time, Br. Norm and I were invited to
go along and the fourth time Br. Randy and Sr. Winnie Gowryluk
came along. We have been carrying on a study with this group in
the Baptist Church for several months now. We invited them to our
Christmas gathering in Detroit and four of them came and very much
enjoyed it. Br. Erwin Kalinski was our speaker, they had a wonderful
time... At the same time, they invited us to attend a candlelight
service at their church the following Sunday. We thought we would
show them our support and go. At that point, Br. Bill and Sr. Shanna
Dutka came with us. The four who have been studying with us were
so thrilled we were there and we learned through that experience that
they are leading figures in this church. In fact, Br. Bill gave a sermon
in their church by invitation. We met with them after the service and
they told us how much they enjoyed and appreciated it.
"We have gotten so much wonderful feedback from these people.
There are two couples primarily involved, and one of them said to
me, 'You know, you go to church year after year and you never learn
the Bible. I have learned more with you people in a couple of months
than I have learned in my whole life.' When she was telling Sr.
Winnie Gowryluk about Br. Bill's coming on Sunday, she said, 'We
are leaning more and more on you people and maybe that is the way
the Lord wants it.' This is a very exciting experience! Another
woman said, 'We cannot go fast enough — I want more.' The studies
we have with them once a month usually last for an hour and the last
time as we were about to conclude, one person said, 'Wait, this is not
long enough. We need more time.' We extended the study thirty
minutes and from now on the studies will be an hour and a half. It
is such a blessing and I find it very exciting to be involved in this.
We are very thankful to the heavenly Father for the experience." The
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previous testimony is a combination of two given on the same
subject, one at Chicago on December 28 and the other at Central
Ohio on February 9. These have been edited for length.
Fair Booth at Los Angeles
Br. Jim Parkinson, Los Angeles (CA) Ecclesia
"...We have a fair booth in Los Angeles every year and it has been
a real blessing to me [The last one: 17 days, 13,700 booklets].
Brethren from several classes are able to help out and that has been
a blessing also. I have talked with folks from some of the other booths
rather freely. There are Lutherans,
Christadelphians, the Seventh Day
Adventists, etc. It was interesting that those of
us who believe that the dead are really dead
outnumbered those believing otherwise. Over
time, we have had good relationships with
several other booths. A gentleman from the
Lutheran booth encourages others to come
and see us as do some of the Christadelphians ....In talking with
Lutherans, Luther also believed that when the dead die they are
asleep waiting for the resurrection from the dead. Even in his sermon
on Lazarus and the rich man, Luther says, 'When people will be
resurrected, to Adam and the old fathers, it will seem as though they
had been alive just half an hour before.' That sounds pretty good.
* The Lutherans to this day maintain that Jesus Christ died for every
man and that is something that strict Calvinists absolutely deny. On
one occasion two ladies were passing by the booth and I noticed
`Lutheran Camp' written on the back of one of their jackets. All of
a sudden she twirled around, looked at us and said, 'God has a plan
and you are in it. What do you believe?' You have about five seconds
to say it all. I finally came up with, 'Jesus Christ died once for all,'
and she gave us a thumbs up.
"In general, I find that a negative response by me to someone else
engenders a negative response from them to us. One fellow came up,
suspicious about what I believed about the nature of God, and so I
told him. He brought up one argument after another and we had a
difference of opinion over the next twenty to twenty-five minutes.
Then he said, 'At this point, I am going to have to leave and go on
from here.' But he shook my hand because there was someone he
could actually talk to without getting angry at one another. This
reminds me of a saying by Samuel Adams, 'Sir, you are raising your
voice when you should be improving your argument... —
* "...Even Lutherans cut two of his Ninety-five Theses, but
wishing to keep the number the same they divided two others." The
Photodrama of Creation, page 82.

Testimonies at Columbus, Ohio, February 8
Prayer requested by Chairman
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, Jersey City, (NJ) Ecclesia
"Our dear Heavenly Father, we humbly approach thy throne this
evening thanking thee for this day of life and the opportunity we
have had to gather here together today and to testify to thy many
blessings and the many trials that thou has allowed your people to
go through in the perfecting of our characters and in upholding your
most holy name.
"Dear Father, we have heard of the experiences of your brethren
today, Br. Ken and Sr. Virginia Rawson, Sr. Merrily Wesolowski, and
Sr. Susan Shultz and the trials they have been going through. So,
Father, may your spirit be with them and may you strengthen them
physically and spiritually so that they may endure. May we continue
to keep them in our prayers as they strive to serve you and live a life
that is pleasing in thy sight. We pray for all your children throughout
the world, especially those who are undergoing hardships, whether
See Brethren page 6

6
Brethren From page 5
physically or spiritually. These things, Father we do bring before thy
throne, in Jesus' name, Amen."
"That Prophet" not Mohammed
Sr. Marilyn Rodriguez, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia
"...We recently learned of a sister in Kentucky, Sr. Pam Austin who
is isolated and misses the fellowship of the brethren. Since Rolando
does a lot of work on the Internet and has chat rooms, etc., I asked
him what can be done. He told me he could set
up a chat room for me. Sr. Pam and a group of
sisters get together on Thursday nights at 8:00
p.m. and we have a Tabernacle study. It has
been a real blessing to have this study because
it gives an opportunity to fellowship with
sisters we only see at conventions but now we
get to meet them every Thursday on the web.
We still have a little more room in our chat
room if anyone would like to join us.
"When I was a Jehovah's Witness, I used to preach a lot and it got
to the point where I said I could sell a Bible to the devil if I had the
chance, but when I left the organization and came to the brethren,
I kind of stopped witnessing. I felt I had put my quota in and I was
almost done. Towards the end of last year Sr. Diane Lucas, who is
in our class, went on a business trip and when she came back related
two wonderful witnessing experiences that she had. I said, 'I used
to have some really good witnessing opportunities. Maybe the Lord
will give me one.' It just so happened that when I went away on
business in Washington, D.C. there were no opportunities, but, on
my way back to the station, the limousine driver was a Moslem from
the Sudan. There had been a recent bombing in Israel and we started
talking about the situation. There was another girl with me—who
is Catholic—and we were all talking about the whole situation of
unrest and then got to talking about the prophets of old and the
promises to Israel. I thought that maybe this was the witness
opportunity I was praying for! I was speaking to the Moslem man
and wanted to get his input on what was happening. He explained
to me what the impact was for the Moslem people there and how they
felt their land was being taken away from them. I told him, 'You
know, the land was not really yours to begin with — the Lord gave
it to Israel and to his children.' He said, 'Yes, but they did not accept
the prophet who was to come.' I said, 'What prophet are you talking
about?' He said, 'The prophet Mohammed. The Bible says the
prophet was to come and everyone had to believe in this prophet.'
And then it struck me that he was speaking of the scripture in Acts
3. I said, 'Wait a minute, you cannot just read that one scripture, you
have to read the scriptures before that.' I did not have my Bible with
me but paraphrased how it was talking about Christ, and that the
heavens must retain him until the times of restitution and after that
everyone will have to listen to the word of this prophet and anyone
who does not will be stricken from the people. He said, 'That is the
prophet!' And I said, 'But that prophet is Jesus, about his second
coming, not about an additional prophet.' I told him that I had some
literature in the trunk and would give it to him if he was interested.
He said, 'Okay, that is good.' We got to talking about other things
and by the time we got to the station I had almost forgotten about
the literature I promised him and I got my bags out and he said, 'Wait,
my literature you promised me!' I got it for him and he thanked me.
There are witness opportunities everywhere, even with the Moslem
people, which shows that if you ask the Lord for an opportunity he
will give it."
Coworker Heard Quoting Volume One
Sr. Gloria Zendler, Detroit (MI) Ecclesia
The first portion of Sr. Gloria's testimony is combined with the one

listed under Chicago. "...There is a security guard at work who I

noticed has been reading his Bible. I gave him the booklet, 'Why
God Permits Evil' and a couple of days later he said, 'Do you have
any more of those?' I gave him the booklet, 'How God Answers
Prayer,' and a few days later he said, 'You know, I gave that to a friend
of mine who is having a real problem and she needs some help with
prayer. Do you have any more?' I then gave him a Volume One. Well,
I have not seen him in a while so I wondered if he was still reading
it. A week or so ago I walked into the teacher's workroom and he was
there talking with another staff person. In this discussion he was
quoting things out of Volume One. That is another exciting thing
that has been happening..."
Nurse Finds Truth While Caring for Sister
Sr. Martha Moody, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"...I will give you a brief update on Sr. Mary Butler Longest, who
sends love to the brethren. She has permanently lost vision in her
left eye and is working on receiving a prosthesis in it . She has taken
the experience just as you would expect from
Sr. Mary Butler. She is very thankful to the
Lord for what he has done for her and what he
continues to do. She has 24-hour nursing care
and the brethren help when needed. I was
thinking about the providences of keeping
the vision of the Truth going after all these
years . She has just turned 91 and she has had
some tests which make her wonder for what purpose the Lord is
keeping her here. I had the privilege of passing along something
Sr. Marguerite Alfano shared with me the last time I visited her. She
said she wondered why the Lord was keeping her here, after having
a stroke and going to a nursing home, but she said she knew why now.
She had an orderly who made a special effort to help her at mealtimes.
She was categorized as someone who could feed herself but it was
difficult with very little vision and problems after the stroke. He
came and helped feed her every day for lunch and dinner. She said,
`That is why the Lord keeps me here, so that someone else can receive
a blessing from him by helping one of his little ones.' I shared that
with Sr. Mary Butler and that thought was a help to her as well. The
blessings have just been one after another. We had some of the new
booklets concerning salvation sitting around her house and when
I came into the living room one of the nurses was reading it. I did
not want to spook her but had just finished reading it myself and was
able to share some of the blessings I reaped from it. She said, 'You
know, I have had these questions for years and have never gotten
answers but this booklet has answered so many things.' I know that
was the Lord blessing her, not only for the help she was giving Mary
Butler, but also for searching after truth..."
Testimony of Thanks by E Mail
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany-Louisville (KY) Ecclesia
"...Greetings in our Savior. (II Cor. 9:15) May your studies and
fellowship be blessed. Please remember in prayer Sr. Bonnie
Santiago, Sr. Mary Butler Longest, Sr. Susan and Sr. Kirsten Shultz
and Sr. Luella Harp as they are enduring some significant
experiences at this time.
"Thank you all for your prayers, calls, and cards on my behalf. I
am especially grateful to my husband Br. David and my mother Sr.
Peg Kindig, for taking such good care of me [with a broken ankle]
and always doing it cheerfully. I ask an interest in your prayers that
I learn the lessons the Lord is teaching and make straight paths for
my feet—literally and figuratively—and accept all experiences in
the Lord's spirit. It is harder to receive but perhaps the Lord will
permit other avenues of service. (Songs in the Night-February 3)
"Wishing and praying for the Lord's blessing upon each of you
as we come nearer each day to the desire of all nations..." ❑
-

Afflicted From page 2

the donor. Three days after the initial surgery Br. William
experienced complications that threatened the rejection of the
kidney but they were only temporary. Br. William conveys this
message: "Greetings in the name of our heavenly Father and our
Lord Jesus Christ. I was moved by the many messages of concern and
love that were sent by the various brethren from different parts of the
world. I am deeply indebted to each one of you for your prayers and
the concern that you have expressed on behalf of myself and my
family "
■Sr. Edith Chandler (10100 Century Oak Drive, S.W., Tigard, OR
97224, e-mail: edithmurray@juno.com) had triple bypass and heart
valve replacement surgery December 18. Her progress is better than
the doctors expected. She had several opportunities to witness to the
staff while in the hospital and is grateful for the opportunity to learn
complete submissiveness to the Lord's will. Sr. Edith knows the
many blessings that come from our trials and how graciously the
Lord keeps his promises.
■Br. . Elwood McComas (715 Jewett Rd., Williamstown, KY 41097,
e-mail: scotlandus58@netzero.com) requests an interest in the
prayers of the brethren for trials with his sons. His son Jeremiah is
in the Marines in the Persian Gulf region for an unspecified period
of time. The other son Andy, underwent successive kidney surgeries.
The first was unsuccessful so a second was needed to save his left
kidney.
■Br. Phillip Mosely (1519 Willow Beach Road, Guntersville, AL
35976, e-mail: pdm-mlm@mindspring.com) is grieving the loss of
his father Oscar who died February 18 of
congestive heart failure at the age of 81. A retired
Baptist minister, his father lived up to the best
standard he knew. His love of God encouraged
Phillip' s desire for the Truth. When he first
spoke the Truth, his father's lack of interest, even
opposition, was discouraging. Eventually, he
came to accept his son as a Christian but never
accepted the doctrines. Br. Phillip and his wife Sr. Meri Lyn wish to
thank all the brethren for their cards, phone calls and e-mails during
their time of need. "Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning." Psa. 30:5
■Sr. Mary Mascalo (Mariner Health of Bridebrooke, 23 Liberty
Way, Niantic, CT 06357) endured her fourth stroke over the course
of the last two years. Her strokes have gradually restricted her
abilities to the point where she is paralyzed and on a thick liquid diet.
Even though her ability to communicate is limited, she appreciates
the visits and encouragement from the brethren of the Greater New
London Ecclesia, her local ecclesia and many others. Her son Br.
Tom and his wife Sr. Donna continue to request an interest in the
brethren's prayers.
Mr. Carl Harmon (3097 Kepley Rd., Georgetown, IN 47122) of the
New Albany-Louisville Ecclesia is on kidney dialysis. His limited
strength restricts his attendance at meeting but he is submissive and
thankful to the Lord for all the providences in his life. Br. Carl
continues to witness to the Truth at every opportunity. "The trying
of your faith worketh patience." James 1:3
■Br. Doug Melville (PMB 865, 482 W. San Ysidro Blvd., San
Ysidro, CA 92173) was near death when readmitted to the hospital
in mid-February with a blood infection—an aftermath of the
removal of his stomach. The blood infection lowered his blood
pressure which resulted in irreversible damage to his kidneys
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necessitating dialysis. Additionally, cancer has spread to his liver
and pancreas. He needs the support of the brethren at this time of great
physical weakness.
E SL Janina (Nina) Fietz (Breslauerstr.25, D-71254 Dietzingen,

Germany) was hospitalized for 24 days in January and February for
the removal of cysts and other tissue. Her 85 years, infection, poor
circulation and a life of physical hardships all contribute to her poor
health. During World War II her home in Poland was burned by the
Nazis. Because of her German ethnicity, she was taken to Siberia
after the war and spent ten years in a camp. Not until the fall of the
Soviet Union could she move to Germany where she now enjoys the
fellowship of brethren. She extends her Christian love to the brethren
with Psalm 91 and Job 23:11, 12.
E SL Vickie Flood (111 Academy Lane, Radcliff, KY 40160) and
her sister, Sr. Tressia Austin (510 Lake Dr., Vine Grove, KY 40175)
mourn the loss of their father, Carvin White on December 4. The
sisters rejoice that witnessing to their father gave him personal hope
in the resurrection after he sleeps in the grave. Additionally, they
are consumed with the care of their grief-stricken mother whose
health is deteriorating from diabetes and a heart condition. Sr.
Tressia' s husband Br. Ron and daughters Srs. Rhonda and Pam
support the Srs. Tressia and Vickie in this trial. They ask for the
prayers of the brethren in their time of need.
E SL Mary Butler Longest (202 Alcott Road, Louisville, KY
40207) fell on December 24 striking her eye which resulted in the
removal of her left eye. The doctor's intentions were to preserve
vision and prevent the spread of infection to her right eye, brain or
body. After complete healing she received her prosthetic eye. Her
91 years and severe heart condition complicate her situation though
she is slowly regaining strength. She receives 24 hour nursing care
in her home, which provides the local visiting brethren witness
opportunities. Sr. Mary Butler continues to be a good example of
sweet submissive acceptance of the will of God.

■SI. Alison Blackwell (do Meryl Kearney, 11282 Kingcome Ave.,
Richmond, BC, V7A 4W3, Canada) suffered a stroke on December
15. Her speech returned within a week and her partial paralysis
disappeared. Other health problems, congestive heart failure,
limited mobility and failing cognitive abilities have restricted her
recovery. Her son Br. John and other family members are thankful
for the many promises of strength and wisdom. Prayer availeth much
at times like these.

■Sr. Stella Gowryluk (Box 133, Group 327, RR 3, Selkirk, MB,
R1A 2A8, Canada) is mourning the death of
her husband Br. Mike Gowryluk who finished
his course on Dec. 10. She is grateful to her
heavenly Father for knowing the Truth and his
great plan of salvation. It gives her confidence
and assurance. She wishes to thank everyone
for the prayers and the many comfort and
sympathy cards she received. "May the Lord
bless you all."
USr. Sophie Ryba (10050 Patton St., Detroit, MI 48228-1584) lost
her husband Ed after 54 years of marriage on February 8. He was the
father of Br. Charles Ryba, Sr Camille Marten, Sr. Cheryl Ruggirello
and Sr. Carolyn Rockafellow.
Sr. Sophie and the brethren in Metropolitan Detroit and Jackson
ecclesias will miss Ed's talents used in his recording and tape
recorder repair. Ed learned the value of "doing good unto others,
See Afflicted page 15
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■ The Messenger: The people are attracted
not only by the message but also by the
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more difficult after translation into a foreign
language. Therefore, individuals are
carefully led through each lesson to insure
that there are no misunderstandings. At each
meeting, recorded copies of previous
meetings are available at cost.
Special blessings and highlights of India are
condensed in the following daily journal:
♦Nov. 3-5 -.We attended the first meeting
at the home of Br. Udhayakumar and his
wife Sr. Thelma Rani, who are active in
promoting the youth seminars

Br. Varma speaking at a public meeting

charisma and style of the messenger. The
fact that there is such a high percentage of
those who complete the entire process and
form ecclesias illustrates that they are
hungry for the Truth and are well fed by the
Harvest message, which is attractively
presented.
Watching well organized meetings come
together, assisted by a large number of helpers and a few full time workers, there were
times when I wondered if this was what it was
like in Br. Russell's day. Modern technology is very much in use including audio/
video taping of meetings, professional sound
systems, generator backups and cell phones
to allow the coordination of activities from
all parts of southern India. This activity
requires financing and the brethren there are
dependant on the financial support of brethren around the world for them to continue.
The Lord has richly blessed their efforts and
met their needs...

•The Method: A public meeting involves
an invitation by a group or individual in
their area. Many hands are involved in this
effort. As was the case in Chennai where over
12,000 people attended the six days of
meetings. Then follow-up meetings are
announced and arranged for. There are 52
lessons on all aspects of Present Truth, which
take one to two years to complete. When the
follow-up meetings are completed a local
ecclesia is formed with elected leaders and
they begin to study the Volumes. Several of
the places we visited have completed the
process, some are still in the follow-up stage.
There are currently three other large public
witness gatherings being planned in
different locations and the work goes
grandly on!

■The Message: The truths contained in the
Volumes and Reprints are condensed into
52 lessons and presented in an easy manner
to understand. The material in the Volumes
can be difficult to understand in English and

♦Nov. 6-7 - We rented a van and traveled
the busy streets of Chennai into the country
and to the city of Proddatur. There we spent
the next day in fellowship, studies and
question meetings with brethren. In the
evening we showed the video of the U.S./
Romanian/Moldovan brethren, followed
by Israel Appointment with Destiny to a
group of about 100. The class here is fairly
new, having completed the 52 lessons and
formed an ecclesia about one year ago.
♦Nov. 8 -10 - We awoke to the scene of a
family of monkeys feasting on leftovers.
After loving good-byes, we traveled
through very beautiful mountain country,
with lots of wild monkeys, to Tamil Nadu
and the city of Vellore where we showed
Israel Appointment with Destiny to 100
people in a rented auditorium. This class is
very active, having completed the 52
lessons, they meet regularly. On the 9th we
visited the home of Sr.
Nithiya Martin and her
family Sr. Nithya was a
famous singer and
Pentecostal preacher and
was known as the
"Nightingale of India."
Since learning the Truth
Sr. Nithya
she has become a very
zealous Bible Student. Then we traveled
back to Chennai for a follow-up meeting that
evening. The topic for the meeting was
"Mysteries of the Bible– The Seed of the
Woman." It had rained for three days and the
streets were flooded with between 6-12
inches of water and, in spite of the very
difficult travel conditions, there were over
400 who came. It was an experience to see
Br. Varma in action with a large audience in
rapt attention, clinging to every word,
taking notes and looking up each scripture
in their Bibles.
We attended a Sunday morning meeting
on the 10th with a different ecclesia in Chennai, followed later that night by a public
meeting, where we gave the presentation
"Global Solutions for Global Problems"
using PowerPoint and the computer/video

projector to over 600 people.

♦ Nov. 11-13 — I took the 6 AM train to
Coimbatore while Br. Varma and the others
returned by car to Bangalore. There I was met
by Br. Newlin and Br.
David. We gave a
discourse to about 50
visitors. The next
morning we came back
to the meeting hall–
which is owned by the
BSA– for discussion
Br. Newlin
and a question
meeting with about 15
local elders and brethren. Later that evening
we traveled about an hour to another
meeting in the city of Mettuppalayam where
another presentation was given. The next
day we visited the site
for the youth seminar
to be held in January...
We took videos of the
meeting halls, outdoor
arena and the beautiful
grounds to share with
the friends upon our
Br. David
return home. Later
still, we went to
another meeting at the hall where the
discussion centered around the September
11 attacks, followed by much precious
fellowship and farewells as this was my last
night in this location.
♦Nov. 14-15 - At first light we made a video
from the roof of the hotel of the city and the
mountains we would soon be climbing. We
were picked up by Br. Newlin and Br. David
and traveled an hour from Coimbatore
before we began to climb a narrow winding
road through dense tropical forests higher
and higher with lots of monkeys sharing the
view. After a two and one-half hour climb we
reached the incredibly beautiful city of
Coonoor where we were picked up by Br.
Williams and Br. George and traveled to the
meeting in Wellington. This hall is also
owned by the brethren and there were about
35 gathered, who after the meeting provided
a very special musical surprise which
resembled Calypso. After the meeting
ended at around 9:00 PM, we walked– very
carefully– back down the side of the hill, in
the dark and were taken to yet another
meeting in Coonoor. This lovely class of
about 25 members
meets in the home of
Br. Sakher and his
family The meeting
ended about 11:30
PM and then we ate a
delicious
meal
prepared by the
Br. George
family We were then

picked up by Br. George. We stopped to
videotape the location where several were
immersed in 1983 by Brs. Ric Cunningham
and Brent Hislop. Afterwards, Brs. Prem and
Sylvester picked us up and we continued our
climb up the mountains to the city of Ooty.
This is an absolutely beautiful setting
known as the Nil Giris or Blue Mountains,
which is in eastern Tamil Nadu and is the
highest point in southern India. We stopped
en route to meet Br. Prem's wife, Sr. Florie,
his children, mother and brother, Charles
Russell. In Ooty, 150 public and brethren
attended our presentation on "Global
Solutions..." followed by dinner at Br.
Prem' s where we put CU-SeeMe, BSL [Bible
Students Library] and OLB [On-line Bible]
on his computer. Br. Prem is carrying on a
large evangelical work, including TV spots.
Being a graphic artist many of the signs and

Br. Prem, Sr. Florie and family
charts the brethren use are prepared by him.
He is being negatively affected by the new
anti-conversion law which prohibits all
advertising of religious meetings as it has
been aggressively enforced in his state.
♦ Nov. 16-17 - We traveled with Br. Prem
through Ooty and down the other side of the
mountain to Bangalore. This is an
incredibly beautiful trip though the one lane
road is very narrow. We were met in
Bangalore by Br. Srinivas and taken to Br.
Varma's home for sweet fellowship and
dinner with his wife Sr. Jackie, his mother Sr.
Lily and son Taze Russell. On Sunday a
convention was held by the Bangalore
Bible Students which is Br. Varma's home
ecclesia, in their meeting hall on the third
floor of a four-story building owned by Br.
Varma and his family. There are four elders
and ten deacons in the class. There were
about 350 brethren at the convention, some
from as far away as 400 miles. The program
was to last all day... The Lord had other plans

Sr. Lily, Br. Varma and Sr. Jackie

however, as around 3 PM I began having
severe abdominal pain and was admitted to
a large hospital emergency room nearby. I
was examined by a physician, given a shot
in the hip, four medications and told to go
home and rest. This visit, including
medications cost about $4.50–just
imagine the cost in America. This was an
unplanned but blessed part of the
experience and I was very impressed by my
treatment in the hospital. The immersion
service was held as planned but the evening
meeting was cancelled.
+Nov. 18-20 - We traveled by car with Br.
Varma and Dr. Prassad to Mysore. On the way
we had lunch which was served on palm
leaves at a roadside restaurant. We then
attended the meeting at
one of the two ecclesias
in Mysore, in the home
of Br. Pushparaj and his
family followed by
fellowship, discussion
and dinner. We spent
the
next morning
Dr. Prassad
visiting various sites in
Mysore which included the Maharaja's
Palace and Br. Jayappa' s former home where
Br. Varma came for weeks at a time when
learning the Truth. Then onto the follow-up
meeting at Lingarajapuram in Bangalore
where they are currently going through the
52 follow-up lessons. Around 100 attended
the meeting in a rented hall for the showing
of The Great Pyramid — Ancient Wonder/
Modern Mystery. The
morning of the 20th
was spent setting up
CU-SeeMe and OLB
on Br. Varma's
computer, followed
by training. In the
evening we went to the
Br. Jayappa
ecclesia meeting at
Egpuram also in
Bangalore, which is a city of about six
million with several ecclesias. Here I met Br.
Jayappa who is now in his eighties and still
traveling to serve the brethren. The "Global
Solutions..." presentation was given as they
had missed it on Sunday, due to my illness.
♦ Nov. 21-22 - I videotaped young Taze in
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his school uniform as his mother Sr. Jackie
was taking him to the bus stop. We then had
a fellowship meeting at the Bangalore Bible
Students [BBS] meeting hall for personal
fellowship
followed by a
discourse. The
four story
building has a
baptismal tank
and a large tower
with a lighted
cross on top that
can be seen all
over the city.
Afterward, we
took video of the
Varma's three
Sr. Jackie and Taze
story home which,
like most brethren in India, they rent. The
bottom floor is used as storage, the upper
level is open and the middle floor is the
living area, equivalent to a nice sized two
bedroom apartment. Evening meeting was
held at the Dawn Prayer Hall where Dr. Suresh
is an elder. After the discourse and fellowship we went to the hospital and visited Br.
Murthi and his wife Sr. Jayanthi who had just
had brain surgery. The following day we

Sr. Jayenthi and Br. Murthi

awoke at 4 AM to catch the plane to Vishakhapatnam–around 700 miles away. This
is the location of a follow-up group which is
75 percent through the 52 lessons. Br.
Varma makes this 27 hour trip by train once
a month, arriving just in time for the meeting,
followed by another meeting the next
evening, then it is back to the train and on to
the next class. Here we were met by Br.
Jaypal and taken to the hotel to prepare for
the 7 PM meeting, located in a meeting hall
on the top floor of the hotel. We showed the
"Great Pyramid" and "Israel" videos followed by a discussion to around 250 people.
Next we met Br. Jaypal's family and learned
he had met Br. Varma on a train. After Br.
Varma witnessed to him he came to Bangalore and attended some of the follow-up
classes. He then told Br. Varma that if he
See Reflections page 13
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Serving Our Brethren
"A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it: whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth."Prov.

Price of New Cloth Charts
Reduced
The Cloth "Chart of the Ages" offered by
Fort Worth Bible Students is now available
at half price. Formerly $16.00 now $8.00
each. These large charts (3' X 5') can be
folded and carried in a briefcase.

Tabernacle Charts
A few vinyl "Tabernacle" charts are
available at $17.00 each postpaid. Please
send orders to: Fort Worth Bible Students,
P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164.

New Secretaries:
Associated Bible Students of Jersey City
Marilyn Rodriguez
210 Whalen Street
Manville, New Jersey 08835
Phone: (908) 595-9246
E-mail: mjr144@hotmail corn
North Saskatchewan Bible Students
Becky Miller
Box 2373 Station Main
Prince Albert, SK S6V 6Z1 Canada
Phone: (306) 764-5364
Fax: (306) 764-1868
Cell: (306) 961-7616
E-mail: jrmiller@sasktel.net

Ithaca Bible Students
Shar Brewster
266 Valley Manor Drive
Newfield, NY 14867
Washington Bible Students
Linda Hopkins
6640 Greenleigh Lane
Alexandria, VA 22315-3652
Phone: (703) 719-0485
E-mail: andyinva@netscape.net

17:8

New Location for 1-0 Convention
July 26-30 Greencastle, IN.
Indiana-Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesias' Convention will be
held at DePauw University
located in Greencastle, Indiana.
Greencastle is approximately
40 miles west of Indianapolis,
Indiana on 1-70. Take the
Greencastle/Cloverdale exit
north approximately 7 miles on
U.S. 231 to the university. There
are several motels (Days Inn,
Holiday Inn Express, Ramada,
Preforming Arts Center - Convention Hall
and Quality) at this exit. Persons
staying at the motels will be
charged a one time facility use fee of $5.00. each floor. Children can stay in their parThe sessions will be held in the Moore ents' room free—sleeping bags on the floor.
Auditorium, which is a short walk from the The dorms are carpeted throughout.
The convention secretary is: Br. Richard
dorms and the cafeteria. All buildings are
Kindig, 5589 Fairmount Road SE, Newark,
handicapped accessible.
Meals are cafeteria style and the cost is set OH 43056 Phone: (740)323-1336.
Convention Registration: New Albanyat: Breakfast- $4.00, Lunch- $6.00, Dinner$8.00. The rooms are $15.54 per person at Louisville Bible Students, Attn: Sarah Easthe dorms on campus. There are about 15 ton, P.O. Box 197, New Albany, IN 47151
singles and the rest are two beds per room. Phone: (812) 945-5526. E-mail:
Bathrooms are in the middle of each wing on s.l.easton@att.net

Romanian-Moldovan Fund
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia administers this fund providing humanitarian
aid, computer equipment and supplies to the brethren in Moldova and Romania. The
amount distributed for humanitarian aid decreased from $28,000.00 the previous year to
$15,000.00 this year. However, there was an additional $4,500.00 donation given directly
to the brethren in Moldova that did not go through this fund. That brought the total to
$19,500.00 for the period ending November 30, 2002.

Financial Report - 2002
$ 3,875.37

Funds as of December 1, 2001

$ 12,112.60

Contributions
Miami Valley Bible Students
Richard Peddemors
P.O. Box 71
Piqua, OH 45356
Phone: (937) 492-8610

Withdrawals:
Humanitarian Aid Moldova
Humanitarian Aid Romania
Wire Transfer Charges

$ 4,500.00
$ 10,500.00
$
118.00
$15,118.00

Retirement Center Vacancy
The Bible Students Retirement Center has a
vacancy of a 2 bedroom, 2 bath, ground floor
unit with a garage in the B building. The unit
is available as a rental or as a life lease.
Brethren who have an interest are
encouraged to contact Sr. Anna Suraci at
(203) 248-3793, e-mail• r suraci@snet.net

Balance as of November 30, 2002

$ 869.97

Convention Tapes Offered to the Brethren
Br. Eddie Chell has convention tapes from various conventions that he would like to give
to the brethren for postage only. Those interested may contact: Eddie Chell 123 '/2 Chestnut
Street #303, Sisseton, SD 67262 Phone: (605) 695-7839.
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Bible Students Newsletter.
During the past year the Bible Students Newsletter changed to a
slightly different organizational structure. We expected the usual
learning and growing pains and needless to say we were not
disappointed. The year has been a trial in some respects and a
blessing in others, but through it all the Lord has been patient,
gracious and generous.
Despite increased mailing costs, economic uncertainty and intense world events, we press on in faith and are excited about the
coming year. We continue to trust in the Lord to provide what we
need to carry on the work of communicating via this print media with
brethren in different parts of the world. We are making efforts to cut
cost while prayerfully making adjustments to be good stewards. We
ask and would appreciate that the ecclesia secretaries and individual
brethren insure that the number of issues they receive is not excessive and to report duplications and address changes as soon as
possible.
Our thanks go up to the heavenly Father for these privileges and

The Year in Review

also to the brethren for their continued prayers, moral and financial
support.

Financial Report - 2002
Funds at January 1, 2002
Income
Contributions
Interest

$9,141.20
$ 4,937.59
$81.22
$ 5,018.81

Expenses
Printing
Postage
Supplies/Misc.

$3,741.00
$3,574.54
$262.08

Balance at December 31, 2002

$7,577.62
$6,582.39

Bible Students Aid Foundation
Trustees' Annual Report
Thanks be to God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ for the
continued privileges enjoyed by us and by all who supported the
continuing work of the Foundation in 2002. Without the prayers,
support letters and contributions from our fellow body members, we
would be unable to do the Lord's bidding effectively.
In September 2002, we deemed it to be the Lord's will to change
our corporate trustee from PNC Advisors to Stock Yards Bank And
Trust Company (P.O. Box 34290, Louisville, Kentucky 402324290). Stock Yards Bank's emphasis on personal service currently
makes it well suited to serve the Foundation's administrative needs.
We also deemed it necessary to revise and update the applications
for aid to include several important changes. First, because the Bible
Student fellowship has become more integrated globally, supporting letters from Bible Student elders may now be submitted by those
living anywhere, instead of just the U.S.A. and Canada. Second,
because Bible Student elder support accompanying each application is vitally important to us, we note on the application that an
application not accompanied by a supporting letter cannot be
processed. Third, after many years of faithful service to the New
Albany Ecclesia, Br. Dudley Chastain deemed it to be the Lord' s will

that his services were needed in Columbus, Indiana more so than in
New Albany. Consequently, Br. David Doran is currently the sole
liaison who acts on behalf of the New Albany-Louisville Ecclesia
(P.O. Box 197, New Albany, Indiana, 47151-0197) in providing
applications for aid and in communicating with the trustees. Fourth,
the name, address and fax number of the corporate trustee which
receives all applications, acknowledgment letters and related communications have been changed from those of PNC Bank to those
of Stock Yards Bank and Trust Company. Finally, to aid in our
planning, we ask each applicant to note on the application how he
or she learned of the Foundation's existence. The revised applications are readily identifiable by the "09/02" mark in the lower left
hand corner of each of the four pages of the application. The "10/95"
edition should no longer be used.

Financial Report - 2002
Total grants given to brethren in need

$ 42,700.00

Contributions received

$ 4,025.00

The Divine Plan Foundation - 2002
The activities of the Foundation in the past year have been in
funding and helping the India witness work. The Foundation never
undertakes any project on its own but provides ecclesias that wish
to undertake projects and activities in the Harvest work beyond their
financial capabilities, the support needed to do so.
All activities which request funds are reviewed to assure that they
are in harmony with the Harvest Message. We are always open to
requests for Truth projects that need funding. The Foundation has
renewed funding of the Harvest work in India for 2003. Those who
have read past issues of the Bible Students Newsletterhave first hand
evidence of the Lord blessing that area of the Harvest field. Br.
Varma continues with the assistance of the Indian and American
brethren to engage large numbers. We thank the brethren who have
provided these funds. Any brethren seeking financial assistance for

Harvest work projects or wishing to contribute to the Foundation
may write: Divine Plan Foundation, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH
43086-0813.

Financial Report
Beginning balance at January 02, 2002

$12,189.35

Donations and Interest
Grants

$975.17
$4000.00

Ending balance at December 31, 2002

$ 9164.52
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New Brethren in Christ
"Choose you this day whom ye will serve." Joshua 24:15

which many songs can be played; however, this is the only song that
I have heard that actually sounds good and is harmonious! My
family and friends think I have joined a cult and have boarded an
2002
express train headed for eternal torment, not to mention taking my
At Greater New London, CT October 6, 2002 wife and kids with me. I give thanks to the Lord daily for calling me
Br. Paul Benson (age 12), son of Br. Jonathan and Sr. Jewel Benson, out of the darkness and abyss of Babylon and having a spouse of like
Fourth generation to consecrate on both sides of the family. precious faith."

Immersions

At Edmonton, Alberta, Canada December 8, 2002
Sr. Margaret Davis, in Edmonton, Alberta, heard the Truth through
the Divine Plan program and her natural brother Br. David Nichols
had the privilege of immersing her.
At Prince Albert, SK, Canada December 15, 2002
Br. Ryan Hangs, of Saskatoon Bible Students, heard the Truth from
Br. Myles Stocki, a coworker.
Sr. Lisa Hangs, wife of Br. Ryan.

2003
At Merrillville, IN, March 9, 2003
Sr. Nancy Kleppe, of the Northwest Indiana Ecclesia
learned the Truth as a teenager and rekindled her
interest after her husband's death. Her mother was Sr.
Clare Peterman.

It Was Never a Question of "If'
Br. Paul Benson, New London, CT
"I always wanted to
consecrate, but felt I should
wait until I was older. What
finally made me feel like I
shouldn't wait was that I
wasn't sure what would
happen later on in my life and
it seemed like the time of the
end was so close when I
watched the news on Israel
with Dad. I didn't want to
Br. Mark Grillo immerses Br. Paul
miss my opportunity. It was
never a question if I should
but when I should consecrate. I thank God for calling me."

Truth Coveted Above Position
Sr. Lisa Hangs, Saskatoon, SK, Canada
"I easily can say that 2002 was the best year of my life. It was the year
Letters of Testimony
that I learned the Truth and consecrated my life to the Lord. Coming
from a strong Catholic background, it was not until I met Ryan in
Confusion Gives Way to Harmony
1993 that I began questioning my beliefs. I am so thankful that Ryan
Br. Ryan Hangs, Saskatoon, SK, Canada
never stopped searching and that the Lord opened my eyes and
"For more than 15 years I bounced around from church to church unstopped my ears so that I could see and hear the harmony of his
looking for answers, primarily
plan for all of mankind. Since learning the Truth
dealing with the doctrines that
in May 2002 I have resigned from my tenured
seemed illogical to me, especially
teaching position with the Catholic School Board
those of the trinity and hell. It
in Saskatoon. These positions are very difficult to
became more frustrating when I
obtain and highly coveted. My family and friends
asked different priests and pastors,
do not understand my strong conviction regarding
these 'men of God' would chalk up
leaving the Catholic system and view it as
my questions to simply being a
irresponsible behavior for a
divine mystery that was not meant
mother of two children. The
to be understood by mere mortals.
precious promises of the Lord,
This seemed ridiculous because
such as Romans 8:28, reassure me
we are intellectual beings with the
that this was the correct decision.
ability to reason. For years, I had
I submitted an application to be a
simply read the Bible randomly
substitute teacher with the Public
and it was painfully fruitless. In
School Board and look forward to
fact, it seemed to contradict itself and the
the Lord working in my life. It is
doctrines taught by mainline churches so much
truly amazing how the brethren,
that I found myself constantly frustrated.
though only having known them
Three years ago I started talking to Br. Myles
for a short time, feel more like a
Stocki, who worked at the University of
family to me than my own! I am so
Saskatchewan as well, and he had a harmonious
thankful that my children will
explanation for all of my questions. His lines of Br. Ryan and Sr. Lisa immersed by Br. Myles Stocki
grow up in the Truth and among
reasoning were backed up by the Scriptures. He
these beautiful new creatures.
eventually provided me with a copy of Volume One and I could not What an amazing privilege it is to come to a knowledge of the
put it down. Someone once told me that the Bible is a fiddle upon Truth!" ❑

I

Memorial Supper: Tuesday, April 15, 2003 - After six o'clock I

Reflections From page 9

Br. Jaypal

would come to
Visakhapatnam, he
would do all the advertising, arrange for
the public meetings
and take care of all the
details. The initial
group was 1400 in an
open-air facility about

a year ago.

♦Nov. 23-24 - We took a morning tour of
the city, stopping at a park on fop of a
mountain to videotape the Bay of Bengal
which is on the coast and surrounded by lush
mountains with a Hawaiian like beachfront.
Then we enjoyed a delicious lunch and
fellowship at the home
of Br. Jaypal followed
by the evening
meeting with 325 in
attendance. The next
day we arose at 3 AM
to go to the train station
to leave for
Br. Kotilingum
Rajahmundry. We
slept on the train and arrived at 8:30 AM
being met by Br. Kotilingum who took us to
his home for a quick breakfast with his wife
Sr. Ruth and then to the meeting. Br.
Kotilingum and Sr. Ruth had met Br.
Varma' s sister at a birthday party. After she
witnessed to them they traveled to
Bangalore to attend the follow-up meetings.
They were so excited that they wanted to
move to Bangalore but Br. Varma suggested

they stay in Rajahmundry and have a public
witness there. Again, they did all the
planning, advertising and got a local
Community College with a large
auditorium for the initial meeting
with nearly 1000 public. Their
ecclesia finished the 52 lessons a
year ago and has about 60
members. After the discourse we
went to the Godavari River with
four candidates for an immersion
service. That evening we showed
videos to about 150 in attendance.
This is the same location where a
local Lutheran church asked Br.
Varma to give a public lecture
which he did for 2000 people!

13
journey. It was now time to go to the airport
to fly to Mumbai for the first leg of my return
to the U.S.

Brs. Varma, Anthony, Richard, Prem at St. Thomas Mt.

♦ Nov. 25-26 - At 5:30 AM we got
up to a nice breakfast with the
family of Br. Kotilingum, then on to the train
where we spent the entire day having special
fellowship with Br. Varma. We arrived in
Chennai at 5:30 PM, hurried to the hotel
(YWCA) and prepared for the 7 PM
meeting. The meeting was in the Memorial
Hall and we showed the "Great Pyramid"
video to 450 followed by many positive
questions for Br. Varma. After the meeting
we went to a Chinese Restaurant with Br.
Varma and Br. Richard—Sr. Jackie' s natural
brother. Brs. Richard, Srinivas and Sridhar
are in full time service for the Lord. We took
a taxi to St. Thomas Mount where Br.
Russell was photographed in 1911. This is
the supposed site of the Apostle Thomas'
martyrdom and burial. This ended our

In summary, this experience was a wonderful blessing and privilege from the Lord.
In total, there were 23 services or follow-up
meetings in 15 cities at 19 ecclesias. The
Indian brethren asked that their special love
and greetings be sent to you.
After returning to the U.S. I traveled another 3,000 miles by car to 15 ecclesiasincluding one convention—sharing the
blessings from the India trip. I experienced
several snow blizzards and heavy rainstorms
but the Lord delivered me so that I was able
to reach each destination for the assigned
services—just as in India!
Additional resources from this trip will
include an edited video that I show to the
brethren and a videotape that will be available for brethren to order as desired. ❑

Overruled by the Lord
In response to the Newsletters request, Br.
Kenneth Rawson submitted the report that
follows. Ed.

Following a snow storm, Sr. Merrily
Wesolowski, Sr. Virginia and I were on our
way to the Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio Convention when we hit a
patch of ice, skidded out of control and were
thrown into the sand containers on an area
between two highways. The experience
proved to be humbling and sobering in the
area of self-examination. This was especially true for me—the driver. Each of us had
scriptural ideals that had recently been on
our minds—such as, "have thine own way
Lord," "In everything give thanks" and
"they that do business in deep waters will see
the wonders of the Lord." The accident
provided a challenge to the exercise of these
ideals. Hebrews 2:17 sums up the senti-

ments of the three of us—"Jesus is our merciful and faithful high priest." Our Lord
could have prevented the accident. The fact
that he did not, indicated that as a high priest
he overruled this experience as a necessary
source of new creature development. Yet in
his mercy he prevented great harm. The sand
containers stopped us between two highways, thus avoiding a possible head-on
collision. We were most thankful for that!
The experience drove home the validity
of Br. Russell's extension of "ministering
angels" to include brethren. Immediately
after the initial shock, we cell-phoned Br.
Mike and Sr. Rachael Callanan who live less
than 15 miles away. When they arrived at the
scene, they found Sr. Virginia sitting halffrozen, with a bloody ear. The sound of Sr.
Rachael's voice and her gentle touch soothed
Sr. Virginia immediately. The Callanans

followed the tow truck and transferred our
luggage to their car and then came to the
hospital. They spent most of their time with
Sr. Merrily, who was the most injured, making phone calls and following through with
the replacement of her eyeglasses the next
day. When we were released from the hospital, the Callanans drove us home and then
took Sr. Merrily to their home for several
days of care. Our injuries were minor but Sr.
Merrily sustained a triple fracture of the
collarbone, which requires her right arm to
be in a sling most of the time. She will have
complete healing in six to eight weeks.
In addition to our personal lessons, this
experience has been overruled by the Lord
to provide help, both physical and spiritual,
for six different brethren not involved in the
accident.
❑
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World News Briefs
■The Saudi Ministry of Islamic Affairs has
given billions of dollars to export a militant
form of Islam, Wahhabism, to the Muslim
world. It financed fundamentalist religious
schools in Pakistan and extremist-oriented
mosques from the Balkans to Indonesia to
America, where 60 percent are Wahhabifunded. The result was the emergence of a
militant form of Islam that today pervades
much of the Muslim world. Wahhabism has
effectively replaced communism as the root
of anti-Western ideology. Saudi money
supports al Qaeda, Hamas, the Palestinian
Authority and other radical Muslim groups.
Canadian intelligence estimates that Saudibased charities alone funnel $1-$2 million a
month to al Qaeda. U.S. News and World
Report, 01/06/03
■The Jewish Agency reported recent
findings on world Jewry, including: The
number of Jews in the world is 100,000 fewer
than 2001. 35,000 Jews immigrated to Israel
last year, slightly more than half from
Russia. Two-thirds of the Russian olim were
not Jewish... Three countries have Jewish
communities that are considered to be in
trouble: France, Argentina, and South

Africa. Immigration from the U.S. and
Canada is up. Arutz 7, 02/19/03
■The gaps in wealth between the rich and
the poor and between whites and minorities
have grown wider, the Federal Reserve said
recently in a closely watched report that also
showed a broad increase in stock ownership
in the USA. The difference in median net
wealth between the 10% of families with the
highest incomes and the 20% of families
with the lowest incomes jumped 70% from
1998 through 2001. USA Today, 01/23/03
■In a study conducted last year, Palestinian
psychologist Dr. Massalha ascertained that
more than 50% of children aged 6-11 dream
of becoming suicide bombers who wear
explosives belts. Massalha stated that in
about ten years, "a very murderous
generation will come of age, full of hatred
and ready to die in suicide missions."
Palestinian psychologist Dr. Ahmed Najam
A-Din describes suicide terrorists as having
a "psychological disease," and calls on Arab
society in and out of the Palestinian
Authority to fight it just as they would fight
any other disease. Arutz 7, 02/03/03

■Fears of an al-Qaida terrorist attack
prompted Queen Elizabeth II to install
"panic rooms" at Buckingham Palace and
Windsor Castle. The high-security rooms
are encased in 18-inch-thick steel walls and
are designed to protect senior members of
the royal family from poison gas, bomb
attacks or assassination by terrorists. The
rooms are equipped with secure
communications, beds and washing
facilities, and are stocked with enough food
and hot water for the royals to survive at least
a week. Associated Press, 01/11/03
■An ancient house built hundreds of years
ago in the Old City of Jerusalem received
new Jewish residents yesterday. Acquisition
of the new building is especially significant
to Jewish worshippers and the 55 Jewish
families already living in the Arabpopulated area of the Old City, because of its
strategic location near the route connecting
the Western Wall with Shechem Gate. The
new Jewish presence in the area gives a
renewed sense of security to Jews on their
way to the Western Wall. Arutz 7, 01/06/03

Religion in the News
• Pope John Paul II renewed his appeal for
the future European constitution to cite the
continent's Christian heritage. His appeal
came after a panel drafting the constitution
issued its first drafts of articles on the EU's
values, objectives, and powers and on the
fundamental rights of EU nationals. Absent
from the drafts is any mention of God— an
issue that has already led to a contentious
debate whether the EU's first constitution
should mention God by name and define
European values as including "those who
believe in God as the source of truth, justice,
good and beauty." The question of God and
religion is highly contentious in Europe,
where nations have very different historical
church-state relations. Indianapolis Star,
02/17/03
■Christian leaders working to expand
ecumenical unity in the United States have
taken a further step towards creating a new
national body of churches. Fifty-five church
leaders representing 30 denominations
agreed at a meeting, to form a new alliance
called "Christian Churches Together in the
USA". The new body is intended to include
Episcopalian (Anglican), Evangelical,
Orthodox, Pentecostal, Roman Catholic
and Protestant churches. Ecumenical News
International, 2/05/2003

■Roman Catholic bishops from North
America and Europe who attended what was
billed a church peace summit in Jerusalem
have expressed grave concern about the
dwindling number of Christians in the Holy
Land. After their two day conference in
Jerusalem's Old City, the bishops called for
an end to Israeli occupation of Palestinian
areas and also to a halt of Palestinian attacks
against Israeli civilians. ENI, 1/17/2003
MA US government advisory group is
investigating freedom of religion in Russia
following the leak of a Russian government
report that suggested Roman Catholics,
Protestants, Muslims and new religious
movements threatened national security.
The document, leaked in December, was a
draft report drawn up by Russian
Nationalities Minister Valentin Zorin and
the Moscow-backed Chechen leader,
Ahmad Kadyrov. The report prompted a
visit to Moscow in January by the US
Commission on International Religious
Freedom, set up in the United States under
the 1998 International Religious Freedom
Act. ENI, 2/12/2003
■An influential Christian radio host, best
known for his failed predictions of the
second coming of Christ, has run into more

derision and criticism for telling listeners to
abandon churches. Harold Camping says
his Bible studies have revealed that what he
calls "the church age" has ended. He has told
his worldwide radio audience that Satan has
taken over all the churches. For the past two
years Camping has been teaching that God
wants people to worship in their homes
instead —with no leaders, no baptism, and
no communion. "The Bible says God is not
saving people any longer in the churches,"
Camping said recently. "They're being
saved outside the churches." Associated
Press, 01/25/03
■An alliance representing hundreds of
millions of Christians worldwide has
launched a global campaign in favor of
"fair" trade practices and human rights. The
"Trade for People, not People for Trade"
campaign aims to make the rights of people
and the protection of the environment
essential criteria for trade agreements
between countries. "We accept that trade
can bring about good in our world,"
acknowledged Christoph Stueckelberger,
director of Bread for All (Switzerland), a
member of the Ecumenical Advocacy
Alliance (EAA), which is sponsoring the
campaign. ENI, 12/12/2002
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Conventions
"These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations which ye shall proclaim in their season." Lev. 23:4

April 12, 13 Wilmington, DE. Wilmington/Chesapeake City
Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. The Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden
Road, Wilmington, DE . Five speakers. For information contact the
Secretary: Lois Armstrong, Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail:
tlarm1874 @earthlink.net

July4-6 New Brunswick, NJ. Bible Students Congregation of New

April 18-20 Winnipeg, MB. Winnipeg Bible Students Annual.
Riverview Community Center, 90 Ashland Avenue, Winnipeg, MB
R3L 1K6. Theme text: Romans 6:22. Five speakers. Reservations
from Convention Chairman: Br. Frank Boychuk, 263 Moray Street,
Winnipeg, MB R3M 2N3. E-mail: convention@biblestudents.ca

June 27-29 Salem, OR. Salem Bible Students Annual. South Salem
Senior Center, 6450 Fairway Ave. SE, Salem, OR 97302. For
accommodations contact: Rosemary Wojcik, 3140 Link Ct South,
Salem, OR 97302 Phone: (503) 391-7078.

Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison, NJ.
Eight Speakers. Secretary, Sr. Celeste Ostry, 19 Park Ave. Green
Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: 732-424-8372. New e-mail address:
celeste.ostry @verizon.net

May 3, 4 Hartford, CT. Hartford Bible Students Annual. Tastebuds
Banquet Facility, 1450 Main Street E., Hartford, CT. For
information contact: Mrs. Daniel Silvinsky, Phone: (860) 2890116. E-mail: Djsilvinsky @cs.com

Indiana-Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesias' Convention will be held at DePauw University located in
Greencastle, Indiana. See Article on page 10. Convention
Registration: New Albany-Louisville Bible Students, Attn: Sarah
Easton, P.O. Box 197, New Albany, IN 47151 Phone: (812) 9455526. E-mail: s.l.easton@att.net

May 3, 4 Detroit, MI. Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan
Detroit Annual. Crestwood High School, 1501 N. Beech Daly,
Dearborn Heights, MI 48127. Theme text: Malachi 3:2. Contact
Secretary: John Hummel, 27200 North Dixboro, South Lyon, MI
48178-9247. Phone: (248) 486-6357. E-mail:
J7Hummel@peoplepc.com

August 15 17 Portland, OR. Portland Area Bible Students Study.
Collins Retreat Center, 32867 SE Highway 211, Eagle Creek, OR.
Subjects: Prophecies of Daniel and Peace of God. For
accommodations contact: Sr. Margaret Ferlejewski, 1801 NE 201 51

July 26-30 Greencastle, IN.

-

AvenuB4,FairwOR9702-83Phone:(5)6 .
E-mail• ferle@juno.com

May 31, June 1 Waterbury, CT. Waterbury Bible Students.
Saturday afternoon at Morris. Sunday at the Litchfield Fire House,
Litchfield. For information contact the Secretary: Mrs. Anthony
Tsimonis, Waterbury Bible Students, P.O. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT
06721-1494. Phone: (860)567-0109. E-mail: Tsimonis@aol.com
June 14, 15 Hope, IN. Hope Indiana Bible Students Annual.
Holiday Inn, Columbus, IN. Please make motel and meal
reservations at least one week before the convention. Five speakers.
Contact the Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29 th Street, Columbus,
IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail: schastain@t1s.net
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic
Afflicted From page 7
especially unto them who are of the household of faith," from the
influence of a consecrated mother and his early years attending the
meetings of the Polish Bible Students of Detroit. Sr. Sophie rejoices
that he looked forward to an earthly resurrection. She appreciates
the cards and messages of comfort from the brethren and the
opportunity to have a Truth message given by Br. Tom Ruggirello
to the 100 in attendance at his funeral.
Br. Jack and Sr. Nita Lamb (830 Cullman Rd., P 0 Box 66, Arab,
AL 35016, e-mail: ransom4all@earthlink.net) are no longer able
to travel to conventions because of
physical trials and dearly miss the
fellowship of the brethren. Sr. Nita is able
to attend the ecclesia meetings regularly
but Br. Jack has limited strength and
attends when able. They especially
request the prayers of the brethren since Sr.
Nita is undergoing tests for some unusual symptoms with the results
yet undetermined. They accept the uncertainty as part of their

September 27, 28 Piqua, OH. Miami Valley Bible Students
Annual. Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Drive, Piqua, OH 453569254. Programs and information contact the Secretary: Richard
Peddemors, 211 King Court, Sidney, OH 45365 Phone: (937)4928610. E-mail: peddemors@erinet.com
October 24-26 Connellsville PA. Connellsville Bible Students

Ecclesia. Penn State University, Fayette Campus. Five speakers. For
information contact the Secretary: Judy Cramer, Phone: (724) 46334633. E-mail• Cramer1874 @ aol.com
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom.
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

development and test of faith. "Faith can firmly trust Him come what
may."

■13r. Walter Dearing (1932 E. Knox, Indianapolis, IN 46237) has
multiple trials and difficulties due to the many changes that have
come into his life. His burdens/trials keep him from the meetings but
he misses the fellowship of the brethren and the services he was able
to offer. He would especially appreciate the prayers of those of like
precious faith as well as cards or letters from those who would like
to correspond. ❑
Deaths From page 3
ESL Mary Holley entered into rest April 4 at age 89. Consecrated
since the sixties she attended the Cleveland Bible Students Ecclesia
until its demise when Br. John Bazilius died. Her fellowship was
limited to letters, calls and occasional visits. She especially
appreciated being able to attend the Memorial service via phone
with brethren in Texas. Br. Allon MacAllister is scheduled to deliver
See Deaths page 16
the funeral address.
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Statement of Purpose

Deaths From page 15
■Sr. Dorothy (Dot) Richied of Centerville, Ohio finished her
course on April 5 from congestive heart failure at age 76. Her
parents were Br. Charles and Sr. Grace Kerney of the Dayton, Ohio
Ecclesia. She is survived by two daughters and six sons. We regret
further details are unavailable as we go to press.

sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.

Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 2003

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@juno.com
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

