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Go Ye Also Into the Vineyard 
The Lord's followers 
appreciate the privilege 
of sharing the Truth. 
Many believe it is their 
duty as well as a privilege 
to share with others our 
Father's great Plan of the 
Ages and the good news of 
the Harvest message that 
has so greatly blessed 
them. Ed. 

The year 2002 found a 
number of classes and 
individuals engaged in 
what is known as "The 
Fair Witness Effort." 

Their experiences have 
been varied, faith strength-
ening, humbling and 
sometimes humiliating. 
Still, thousands of Truth 
related tracts, First Vol-
umes and other booklets 
have been distributed by 
this method of witnessing to the world. 

These brethren respond to the words of 
our Lord in the parable of the eleventh hour 
recorded for us in Matt. 20: 6,7 "And about 
the eleventh hour he went out and found 
others standing idle and saith unto them why 
stand ye here all the day idle? They say unto 
him because no man hath hired us. He saith 

Greetings in the Lord 

As we begin a new year, we can't help but 
look back at the year just past. In reviewing 
our experiences, trials, conflicts and failures 
we should be mindful and thankful that only 
God's mercy has kept us from falling. We 
live in a grand and awful time. A time of 
blessings, advantages and conveniences as 
never before but also a time of 
dissatisfaction, discontent, global unrest 
and trouble such as never was. May the year 
2003 find each of us continuing faithful, 
watching, rejoicing and resting in the peace 
of Christ no matter what world events or 
personal trials may bring. 

unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and 
whatsoever is right, that shall ye receive." 
The accounts of a few participating eccle-
sias' follow. 

■ The Associated Bible Students of Central 
Ohio: "The Lord seemed to overrule our 
plans to witness at the county fair in 2002. 
Various roadblocks kept appearing in the 
way of our proposed county fair effort. We 
waited for five months for our contract with 
the Franklin County Fair to arrive. There 
were delays and excuses, `it's on the truck' 
they would tell us and 'that department is 
waiting for postage money.' It appeared to 
us that time had just about run out. It 
appeared to us that time had just about run 
out as preparations had begun for the 
Indiana-Ohio convention, which we co-
sponsor. 

"Then all at once, the Lord cleared the 
way, the pieces came together rather quickly 
and for seven days in mid-July, we found 
ourselves in a small booth with Baptists and 
Republicans to the front, a chiropractor to 
the left, and the smell of farm animals in the 
air. The brethren seemed to instinctively  

understand that this 
would be the antithesis 
of a Bible Students con-
vention, and yet, as 
Christian soldiers of-
ten do, they pressed 
into battle. If there is 
one group of church 
people that these fair-
goers would trust less 
than the Baptists - who 
were shamelessly scar-
ing the children with 
the fear of hellfire - it 
would be the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

"The Baptists 
across the way were 
warning people that our 
booth was just that and 
at the very mention of 
the name `Jehovah's 
Witnesses,' people 
physically bristled and 
moved away from us. 

Nevertheless, through criticism, intimida-
tion and accusation, your brethren faithfully 
upheld the banner of Truth and demon-
strated that their faith was not only in their 
heads, but ingrained in their characters as 
well. There is a joy that results from having 
the opportunity to share our Father's majes-
tic plan with those seeking him There is a 
satisfaction that results from being able to 
offer spiritual refreshment and counsel to 
the meek. This fair gave us ample opportu-
nities to do that. There were quiet moments 
and soft words. There were deeply probing 
questions from well read Christians and 
many, despite warnings from the Baptist 
booth, talked with us and seemed deter-
mined to better understand what is happen-
ing in the world today and to find some 
comfort in the words of the Lord. Hundreds 
of First Volumes were distributed along 
with tracts and The End Times newsletters 
on many subjects. 

"The results always rest with the Lord, 
but each one of the brethren that worked this 
little piece of the Harvest was encouraged in 
the knowledge of his great plan and we 
praise him for the experience." 

See Vineyard page 8 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart..." Psa. 27:14 

■ Sr. Tamara Parker (413 W. Main St., Starkville, MS 39759, 
e-mail: aptp5865@exceedtech.net)  experienced a severe trial when 
her natural sister Jody Lynn Harris died unexpectedly October 16 
at age 42. A diabetic for the last 25 years, she was in great pain. Prior 
to her death, Sr. Tamara learned her sister was disappointed with the 
Pentecostal church and stopped attending. She used the open door 
to talk with her about the Truth and the kingdom hope and even sent 
her a set of Volumes. At her memorial service, several were given an 
opportunity to speak. Br. Arthur, Sr. Tamara' s husband, was able to 
give a comforting message on the resurrection and four different 
booklets were made available to the fifty that attended. 

■ Sr. Wilma Shannon (459 Cooper Cove, St. Augustine, FL 
32095, e-mail: flyfree@aug.com)  is undergoing a trial regarding her 
son's treatment for throat cancer. The surgeons removed only part 
of his tonsils since the remaining part was too close to his jugular 
vein and carotid artery. Cancer also spread to the muscles in his 
throat. Chemotherapy and radiation treatments and the need for 
nourishment have necessitated a port be put in his body since he will 
barely be able to swallow. Sr. Wilma desires to rely on the Lord, have 
his will done and learn the intended lessons. 

■ Br. Charles Martig (94 South Harrison Ave., Bellevue, PA 
15202, e-mail• byrdhouse94@ aol.com ) was hospitalized for more 
than nine weeks after he fractured his left hip. His health is 
complicated by diabetes and kidney dialysis. In severe pain, a few 
days after surgery, the family convinced the doctors something was 
wrong. An X-ray revealed the main screw in his hip failed and his 
tissue was infected. Another trial came about ten days later when he 
needed to have his gall bladder removed. Finally, on November 20 
he had a successful partial hip replacement surgery, six weeks after 
his fracture. He is in a skilled nursing facility until he regains 
strength and can begin rehabilitation. His wife Sr. Barbara and 
daughters Sr. Cheryl Mooney and Sr. Charlene Byrd thank the 
brethren for their prayers and concern in this fiery trial. "Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as 
though some strange thing happened unto you." 1 Peter 4:12 

■ Sr. Ruth Rupp is bereaved by the death of her husband Br. Glenn 
and wishes to thank all the brethren for the warm love and comforting 
messages they showered upon her in her time of need. When 
Jehovah's Witnesses recently came to her door she explained to 
them her faith in God's plan and showed them the basketful of cards 
and made sure they knew that our love to God is rendered in what 
we do for our brethren. "By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another." John 13:35 Sr. Ruth knows 
"There is no family like ours in the body of Christ." See Deaths. 

■ Br. David Bruce (1801 NE 201 Ave., Unit H-1, Fairview, OR 
97024, e-mail: Bruce 1874 @ aol.com ) underwent double knee 
replacement surgery October 30. After nine days in the hospital he 
returned home to be under the care of his wife Sr. Shirley. He is 
faithfully performing his physical therapy and has progressed to 
walking with a cane. The Bruces appreciate the provisions of the 
Lord through the Bible Students Retirement Center. Also of great 
concern is the health of their daughter Sr. Ginger. See Afflicted 
below. 

■ Sr. Ginger Brann (1131-115 St. SW, N-1, Everett, WA 98204, 
e-mail: Brannx  @earthlink net) continues in treatment for acute 
myelogenous leukemia (AML). In late September she entered the 
hospital for a high dose chemotherapy treatment in preparation for 

a stem cell transplant. A few days later doctors introduced her 
brother's stem cells into her system. Sr. Ginger's progress is slightly 
better than expected at this stage of her treatment. Needing daily 
visits to the doctors and 24-hour care, the Lord has provided 
assistance through Sr. Alys Schneider. Br. Michael and Sr. Ginger 
wish to thank the brethren for their comforting messages of Christian 
love and concern. 

■ Br. Marion Schrock (135 Reichart Ave., Wintersville, OH 
43953-4050) continues to receive mail at his old address. He would 
like the friends to take note of his current address. "Faith can firmly 
trust Him, come what may." 

■ Sr. Cynthia Hawkins (1801 NE 201 Ave., A2, Fairview, OR 
97024) went to the hospital on November 22 for outpatient surgery 
on her toe. The operation aggravated an existing heart condition 
with the result that she was kept in the hospital for several tests and 
procedures and is now at home. She would appreciate an interest 
in the prayers of the brethren for patient endurance. 

■ Sr. Martha Cope (206 S. Alamo St., Weatherford, TX 76086, 
e-mail: mcope@airmail.net)  went to the doctor because of shortness 
of breath and found she needed heart surgery. Since her triple bypass 
November 20 she is slowly regaining her strength. She is thankful 
to the Lord to have more time to finish her course but looks forward 
to the day when the nighttime of sin and sorrow will come to an end. 
The prayers and cards of the dear friends have been very 
encouraging. 

■ Sr. Ruth Kuehmichel (1407 N. Peach Ave., Lot #32, 
Marshfield, WI 54449) had knee replacement surgery November 6. 
The recuperation experience requires great patience as she slowly 
regains stamina and mobility. She feels weak but continues to have 
determination to do what she can in her recovery. She thanks the 
Lord for the love, concern and prayers offered on her behalf. 

■ Br. Doug Melville (PMB 865, 482 W. San Ysidro Blvd., San 
Ysidro, CA 92173) had surgery in October to remove his entire 
stomach because of an aggressive cancer. He is receiving 
chemotherapy because the cancer spread further than originally 
thought. Adjusting to living without a stomach requires several 
small meals a day with careful food choices. He would appreciate 
an interest in the prayers of the brethren. 

■ Sr. Isabelle Baker (1571 Crest Dr., Shelbyville, IN 46176) had 
emergency surgery for a broken hip on September 29. Since she 
never had a fall, the hairline crack and eventual break went 
undetected from mid-July. During this time Sr. Isabelle' s mobility 
swiftly deteriorated to the point she was unable to walk. The 
slightest movements in and out of the wheelchair were extremely 
painful. When the Lord's time for lifting the trial came, relief was 
swift. Her Bible, Manna and Fourth Volume were a comfort to her 
during her two weeks in the hospital. She is thankful for the 
outpouring of love expressed towards her from her family in the 
Lord. 

■Sr. Rae McWhorter (11866 FM 2153, Sanger, TX 76266, e-mail• 
raemcw @coserv.net ) is thankful for the Lord's sustaining strength in 
her recent surgery and radiation treatment for breast cancer. She was 
treated with a new type of radiation delivery called mammosite 
brachy therapy. It delivers a high dose to a specific location. She 

See Afflicted page 15 
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Entered Into Rest 
"...for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you..." 1Peter 4:14 

■ Br. Donald Cane11, age 81, elder in the North Seattle Bible 
Students, finished his course on October 10. Br. Don grew up in a 
Bible Student household in Saginaw, Michigan. His grandfather Br. 
Manning was very instrumental in teaching Don and his other 
grandchildren basic Bible truths. When two close friends were killed 

in automobile accidents, he became 
interested in learning more about God's 
plan. He attended Bible studies with Br. 
Chester and Sr. Cora Sundbom, who gave 
him a solid foundation in the Truth. His 
natural sister Sr. Doris Lorenz and brother-
in-law Br. Edward Lorenz also 
encouraged him. Br. Don consecrated his 
life to the Lord in 1949 and gave his first 
convention talk in 1953. Br. Don met Sr. 
Jane Hanham at a Los Angeles 
convention in 1956 and they married in 
1957. Br. Don and Sr. Jane were married 
for 37 years until Sr. Jane's death in 1994. 

In 1966, Don had to face another trag-
edy in an automobile accident. This time 

his father Br. Bert Canell was killed along with Sr. Cora Sundbom 
on their return trip from the General Convention. This time his 
established faith in the promises of God gave him comfort and peace. 
"Faith can firmly trust him, come what may." 

Throughout his 53 years of consecration Br. Don was a blessing 
because of his zeal, in-depth knowledge of the Truth, quiet accep-
tance of suffering and desire to hold to the pure word of Truth, as 
presented through our faithful and wise servant, Pastor Russell. Br. 
Don served at many conventions across the United States and 
Canada. He will be remembered for his quick recall of scripture and 
keen sense of humor. 

Over the past 15 years, Br. Don was very limited physically due 
to the debilitating nature of his rheumatoid arthritis. He still had an 
active mind however and a strong voice, so he worked on audio 
recordings of the Studies in the Scriptures, Reprints and Pastor 
Russell's Sermons. The brethren were very instrumental in helping 
him with this endeavor and he was very grateful for this opportunity. 

Br. Don is survived by his children: Br. Tom Canell and Sr. Janet 
Jenssen (719 13 th  Way SW, Edmonds, WA 98020, e-mail -
jjenssen@ attbi.com) Pamela Canell and Christine Menosky; five 
grandchildren; three sisters: Sr. Doris Lorenz, Olive Duranseau and 
Charlotte Paxton. 

A memorial service was held on October 26. As Br. Don requested, 
a comfort message of Truth was given by Br. David Kirkham to the 
120 friends and brethren in attendance. 

■ Sr. Elayne Betty Guzick, age 75 of the Steubenville, OH 
Ecclesia died November 18 of an incurable infection. In 1950 she 
and her husband Br. John, attended the Pittsburgh convention at the 
old Bible House (610 Arch Street). There they heard their baptismal 
discourse and were immersed at a nearby church. 

At her funeral Br. Wes Cramer reviewed God's Plan from paradise 
lost to paradise restored to the 40 family, friends and brethren in 
attendance. She is survived by Br. John (414 Oakland Ave., Char-
leroi, PA 15022) and two sons, Richard and Mark and four grandchil-
dren. 

■Br. Ernest Zwahlen finished his course quietly on June 20, 2002, 
at the age of 99. Born in Switzerland in 1902, he later came to 
America and settled in Chicago where he met his future wife Ann and 
through her received the Truth message Immersed in 1956 in 

Chicago with Brs. Wylam, Morehouse and Miskawitz officiating. 
Br. Zwahlen had a deep knowledge and understanding of the Harvest 
message. He attended the Batavia, IL class where Br. Kluwe was 
elder. Upon Br. Kluwe's death, Br. Zwahlen was elected elder and 
served the brethren for ten years. In recent years he has attended the 
Chicago Ecclesia as he was able. The General Conventions were 
anticipated and enjoyed each year until recently. 

His love and faithfulness to God were evident in the affairs of 
daily life. Especially toward the end of his life, he became a profound 
witness to all with whom he came in contact. 

The funeral service was held June 24 in Oak Park, IL with Br. Tom 
Ruggirello giving the funeral witness. He is survived by his 
daughters, Sr. Gretchen Sandler of Chicago, IL and Nina Zwahlen of 
Alaska. 

■Br. Glen Rupp of the Clearwater Ecclesia died October 16 at age 
82, as result of a heart attack, pneumonia and lung cancer. A veteran 
of WWII, Br. Glen witnessed the tragedy of war in Europe. While 
there he met his future wife Sr. Ruth, a native German. She was a 
widow with a two-year-old son - refugees amidst the destruction. 
Br. Glen returned to America later 
sending for Sr. Ruth and her son. Soon 
afterward they were married. Their 
experiences made them wonder "Where 
was God in allowing such a terrible 
war?" Dissatisfied with churchianity, 
Jehovah's Witnesses introduced them to 
the truths on hell, trinity and immortal 
soul but still they had unanswered 
questions. When they met Sr. Alice 
Scrivens in the early 1950s, answers to 
their questions were provided. 
Consecration was their hearts' natural 
response to the Truth. In the early years 
of their Christian walk they attended 
ecclesias in New York and 
Pennsylvania. 

Br. Glenn experienced his share of human suffering. For years he 
lived in constant pain as a result of nerve damage from shingles. He 
never complained though he would scream out in pain. He often 
remarked, "If the Lord wants me to have it, I can accept it." 

He is survived by his wife of 55 years Sr. Ruth (1136 Thayer St., 
Safety Harbor, FL 33695); son Henrik; twin daughters: Chrystal 
O'Connell and Tina Murphy and five grandchildren. Br. Harry 
Nugent gave a Truth message to the 65-70 in attendance. 

■ Sr. Margaret Gowryluk of the Winnipeg Ecclesia finished her 
earthly course on September 26, eight days before her 89th birthday, 
from heart failure complicated by diabetes. 

She lived a simple and humble life characterized by hardship and 
toil. Being one of eleven children, she left school at age 12 to help 
support the family by her talents as a seamstress. 

Sr. Margaret was exposed to Present Truth through her conse- 
crated mother Sr. Peraska Skibitski. In the 1930s she attended 
meetings conscientiously with the Winnipeg area's few hundred 
English, Ukrainian, and Polish brethren. She attended many studies 
and Bible Students conventions not only across Canada but also in 
Minneapolis and Chicago. Sometimes the adversary stood in the 
way. On one planned trip to a Chicago convention, customs and 
immigration regulations required her as a single woman to post a 
$500 bond which was a lot of money at the time. A sister in Winnipeg 

See Deaths page 11 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together." Psa. 34:3 

Testimonies at Villa Park, IL, Aug. 31 - Sept. 2 

No Discount on White Robes 
Br. Harry Wildblood, Mohamet (IL) Ecclesia 
"...About three weeks ago I was passing through Rockford, Illinois. 
I had two days of business there, and was coming back with two of 
my secretaries from the University of Illinois. On the way, I 
suggested we stop at J.C. Penney to buy some white shirts that I liked 
as the store where I live closed... We pulled up to talk with a lady 
coming out of the mall, and she told us that we needed to go four or 
five blocks south. After trying to explain the directions, she said, 
`Just follow me—I will take you there.' She said, 'My name is Judy, 
and I am the mayor.' She took us all the way into the parking lot of 
J.C. Penney and parked. We pulled in beside her, thanking her for 
going out of her way. When we went into the store, everything was 
on sale except the shirts. I started thinking about the white robes we 
are wearing. We did not initially know they existed, but the Creator 
of the universe introduced us to his Son who introduced us to them. 
Through that introduction into the court we found out about the 
white robe wherein we can enter into covenant relationship with 
him. There is no discount on that. It is full retail price. This is going 
to be all you are, all you have, all you hope for..." 

Practical Applications of Truth 
Sr. Linda Larson, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"...I would like to testify a little bit about my family. That is pretty 
much my circle of influence, so that is how the Lord works with me. 
I want to thank the brethren for the prayers and wonderful support 
during my granddaughter's spinal surgery this past April. She is 
coming up to six months now and is hoping that by the end of 
October she will be given freedom to move freely again. It is very 
hard at 12 years old to hold still and not jump and run and play, but 
she has had the opportunity to see the Lord work in her life. I do not 
know whether she is mature enough to absorb it all yet but the 
opportunity has been given to her and I am grateful for that. 

"I have a lot of conflict in my heart, trying to balance what I wish 
I could do with what I do and do not do. My circumstances are such 
that I home school my youngest daughter's two children and this 
gives me the opportunity to witness every day to them... I ask your 
prayers that I take every opportunity to witness. 

"I appreciated one of the statements that there is a sin of ingrati-
tude. I believe wholeheartedly that ingratitude is a step toward far 
greater sins. I want to thank the Lord before you for the many other 
family members I have. The sisters who insisted I read the Volumes 
when I wanted to do other things. Those whose examples of zeal 
have stayed with me every day of my life and have taught me 
practical applications of the Truth and reminded me to start my day 
with devotions and so many others who have taught me one thing 
or another. I feel that I have learned a lot about Jesus from the 
component parts of the brethren's talents and sharing..." 

Testimonies at Huntsville, AL, September 13-15 

Newspaper Connected Her with Bible Students! 
Sr. Melanie Fischer, Huntsville, (AL) Area 
"...I was involved with the Jehovah's Witnesses and when they 
found out I was not a Witness, I needed to go through a year of 
counseling and special studies. It did not take me long to ask a lot 
of questions on things I did not agree with or could not find scriptural 
proof for. I went through the studies for a year, hoping they would 

allow a marriage between Aaron and me, but realized I could not 
believe in something just for that reason. Aaron has not talked with 
me since I left and everybody there has shunned me. It was important 
to me, though, that I had the Truth. 

"When I left I was feeling very lost because I had lost my entire 
support group and all my friends—as Jehovah's Witnesses have a 
tendency to separate you from all others that would influence you. 
I started attending different churches and just could not find the 
fellowship that I so desperately needed. I remember reading on-line 
about the Bible Students, wishing that they were still alive because 
I had been told that the Bible Students were either absorbed into 
Jehovah's Witnesses or dead. I was also told that the last one died 
on some lonely road covered with snow... I continued to pray the 
Lord to show me his Truth. I wanted to write an article for the 
Huntsville Times religious section on ways to get out of the Jehovah's 
Witness religion, listing different support groups that were out there 
and available to people. However, the editor of the religious 
department would not print my article. It just so happened, though, 
that she would not print Br. Phillip Mosely' s article either as he had 
written an article on Pastor Russell that he hoped would show the 
separation of the Jehovah's Witnesses from the Bible Students. The 
editor gave me Br. Phillip' s number. I called and that is how I came 
to be with the Bible Students!" 

Let the Lord Work Through Us 
Sr. Med Lyn Mosely, Huntsville (AL) Bible Students 
"I just wanted to add a little bit to what Sr. Melanie [Fischer] said. 
Many things happened over that time. Br. Phillip [Mosely] wrote 
that article and had tried several times to get the Huntsville Times to 

print it. The paper had written an article about 
the Jehovah's Witnesses and had claimed 
Pastor Russell as their founder. Br. Phillip 
wanted to let the people in Huntsville know 
that there were still Bible Students here. He 
wrote it several times and every time they told 
him they could not print it for one reason or 
another. Finally, he said, 'I do not know how 
to please them.' I told him, 'Phillip, maybe the 

Lord does not want it printed.' He said, 'You may be right.' A month 
later Sr. Melanie calls the house and we find out the lady at the 
Huntsville Times had given her our number and so I told Phillip, 'The 
Lord did not want the article printed, he just wanted Melanie.' I was 
pleased because the Lord works in mysterious ways..." 

It was Exciting for Ten Minutes 
Br. Harry Nugent, Clearwater (FL) Bible Students 
"When I came home a couple of weeks ago, there were two messages 
on my answering machine One from Sr. Harriet Tsimonis and 
another from a Jehovah's Witness in Tarpin Springs, Florida. I called 
Sr. Harriet first because she said it had something to do with the 
Witnesses. She said she just got a call from a Jehovah's Witness and 
he wanted to know about the Bible Students. Apparently, his father 
just came from Greece and when he got here he was asking, 'Where 
are the Bible Students?' These people being active Jehovah's 
Witnesses had brought him to the Witness meeting and he was told 
all the Bible Students were absorbed into the Witnesses. There are 
no more left. But apparently the father was not satisfied with that. 
So the son started going on the Internet looking for Pastor Russell. 
Most he found were negative websites dealing with Br. Russell, but 
he found one positive one up in Waterbury, Connecticut. Somehow 
he got the telephone number and called the Tsimonises. They gave 



him the telephone number of Sr. Ruth Zabinski from the New York 
Ecclesia. Her father was the late Br. Hatgis who translated the Dawn 
magazine into Greek and was a 
pilgrim to Greece. I suspect the 
father of this young man is 
associated with the Bible Students 
in Greece. In any event, they had a 
talk with Sr. Ruth in Greek and she is 
sending them the Studies in the 
Scriptures. 

"When I called them up, they were a little cautious at first about 
our beliefs. We discussed various doctrines and they were like 
children opening Christmas presents—very excited! So I spoke 
with them for over an hour on the telephone. The son told us that 
five of them were coming to our meeting: father, mother, wife, 
brother, and himself, because they are all dissatisfied. I gave them 
the information for our Sunday and Wednesday meetings. They told 
me they were coming Wednesday. However, before Wednesday 
came, I had another message on the answering machine. This young 
lady said, 'Br. Nugent, I told my parents that if I ever make a major 
decision I would go to them and we would discuss it first. I do not 
want to do this behind their back, so we will not be out Wednesday.' 
Then I spoke to the husband but it was a totally different tone. He 
had gotten on several of the Bible Students' websites and he said 
they would drop in one of these days. It was a definite cooling off. 
Now, what turned people around from being so excited to just 
cooling off? A lot of brethren's websites— rightfully so— lead with 
Israel. To talk with Witnesses about Israel, saying they have a place 
in God's plan, is like telling a trinitarian that you do not believe in 
the trinity. It gets the same reaction. The question is, will they 
eventually come our way? It is in the Lord's hands. I do not know 
what steps to take next. I do not want to hound them but it was very 
exciting for all of us for about 10 minutes anyway... 

Sadden By World Tragedy 
Sr. Sandy Cothren, North Huntsville (AL) Bible Students 
"...Last year, at this time, we all gathered with somewhat of a heavy 
heart, seeing the sufferings of the world and I guess we were reminded 
of it just a few days ago. After watching some of the interviews with 

the survivors, I realize and admit openly that 
I have not taken advantage of my blessings 
and privileges like I should. There are people 
out there who are blaming God for this, and I 
know they do not understand. People have 
lost their faith over this and we are so blessed 
to know that the blessings lay in store, not 
only for us, but also for them. I heard one 
gentleman say that he did not understand why 

God did this and he lost his faith. He did not have a problem with 
Jesus but sure had a problem with God. I know I join all of you in 
saying I hope the kingdom comes soon, and we know that everyone 
will praise God the Father and Jesus the Son and know of his deep 
love for us all." 

Testimonies at Piqua, OH, September 28, 29 

His 31st Convention — Via the Internet 
Br. Allen Springer, Sighet, Romania (On-Line) 
"...Dearly beloved brethren in the Lord. I cannot tell you what a 
great blessing it is to be able to spend my 31st Convention with the 
brethren in Piqua, Ohio and to participate from so many miles away, 
yet still feel a part of the convention. I bring you much love from 
this part of the world. When I travel I take love from the brethren 
wherever I go. I wanted to convey that to you from Poland, Germany, 
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France, Romania, Moldova, Siberia, and just today I attended a 
meeting in a town about an hour from here. Please keep the brethren 

in Siberia in your special prayers. I 
wanted to express our thanks to the 
heavenly Father for what the Internet 
provides. My house is not finished yet 
but the Lord's appointment has 
turned out to be a great blessing, 
because it has given me the 

opportunity to do a great deal of traveling. I ask an interest in your 
prayers and continue to remember you in mine." 

A Debater for the Truth 
Sr. Rebekah Chastain, Hope (IN) Ecclesia 
"...Most of my life I have heard about my great-grandfather, Manson 
U. Johnson. I heard that he was a very consecrated brother in the 
Truth, and that he was a debater. Other than that, I never heard details. 
Because of his accepting the Truth, there was 
quite a rift in the family due to their 
membership in the Church of Christ. So many 
things were not discussed due to the friction 
it caused. Finally, last week, my uncle Br. 
Dudley Chastain gave us some history about 
my great-grandfather. The short version is 
that before 1912, being an avid reader and 
after attending college to become a teacher, he became an atheist. 
He continued to read, having a large library filled with books on 
philosophy and many other subjects, as well as studying other 
religions of the world — somewhat paralleling Pastor Russell's life. 
After studying them, he found nothing to satisfy him in the way of 
religion. 

In 1912, when he was around 45 years old, he heard a lecture on 
the "Divine Plan of the Ages" and was so taken by it that he dove back 
into the Bible wanting to prove what had been said. He consecrated 
his life to the Lord and became a very avid proponent of the views 
of the Harvest message. This, of course, was not well received by his 
Church of Christ relations. However, he had a brother who, although 
a minister in the Church of Christ, remained close to him His brother 
would ask him to teach in the church, but he would say, 'I am sorry, 
but I cannot teach those doctrines.' He participated in public debates 
for the Truth, which I understand was very common in those days. 
One of his debates in southern Indiana was styled by the reporter 
covering it as 'the greatest debate of the century.' For eight days, 
eight hours a day, he sat on the steps of the courthouse and debated 
the Scriptures with an area Church of Christ minister. The reporter, 
having no connection with the Truth, commented on the nature of 
the debate that Mr. Johnson presented it in such a kind and loving 
way and was so very convincing that the other minister was put in 
a corner time and time again... It was quite a debate and really gave 
a lot of exposure for the Truth. I am not trying to put him on a pedestal 
but it was interesting to me as part of my heritage of the Truth... His 
influence affected his daughter Fern - my grandmother - who gave 
her life to the Lord and was a dedicated Bible Student until her death 
in the 1950s as well as her children, four of whom consecrated their 
lives to the Lord. We were very thankful to learn of the graciousness 
of the Lord that we have the ability to believe, which many would 
like to have and do not..." 

Do Not Give Up On the Truth! 
Sr. Debra Ball, Central Kentucky Bible Students 
"...I am so happy to be here, as I always am to be with you brethren. 
I always think of myself as being a silly little bird when I am with you. 
Afterwards I tell myself I was so silly with the brethren, but it is like 
a little bird in the springtime when the warmth is coming and they 

See Brethren page 6 

"...will they eventually come our way." 
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are so happy. I am happy anytime I am with you. On my heart lately 
has been all the different ideas floating around the different 
ecclesias. Brethren, I came out of an organization that left Br. Russell 
and left the Truth - look what a mess that made for so many people. 
We have free will and liberty in the Truth... I am so thankful for what 
I have from Jehovah, it is a precious thing..." 

"Study Your Volumes!" 
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia 
"...We are very thankful to be at our first convention in Piqua, Ohio, 
as it almost appeared as if we were not going to make it to the 

convention. Sr. Ann and I are spending quite a lot 
of time on the farm renovating some of the 
buildings and it so happened that Sr. Ann fell off 
the stepladder and received a hairline crack in her 
hip which was very painful. However, with some 
painkillers and the Lord's help we were able to 
make it. The buildings that we are renovating 
bring many precious memories to me, especially 

restoring a combine shed in which many conventions were held. 
This brings back memories of many brethren who spoke there: Br. 
Christian Zahnow who came there every year for the conventions, 
brethren from the Polish class in Chicago including Br. Niemyski 
and others, brethren from Detroit, etc. We are thankful to the 
heavenly Father that we had been led and guided through those early 
years to hold the Truth. Br. Zahnow was especially instrumental in 
maintaining our interest and consecration in the Truth. He was the 
one who gave the baptismal discourse for me and immersed me in 
1955. This is what Br. Zahnow stressed—do not forget the 
Volumes... Study your Volumes! Every time he came to visit us, he 
admonished us in these lines that we might grow and develop in this 
precious Truth. We are grateful and thankful to the heavenly 
Father..." 

Moderator Speaks Against Jews 
Sr. Joyce Lagno, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"...Br. Paul and I were not with you yesterday because we had to take 
photographs at an annual reunion of a charity that is sponsored by 
the Presbyterian Church. We were in the 
Mansfield area most of the day at a camp-type 
arrangement. There were a lot of informal 
things that we did but the last part was the 
awards ceremony and a speech by a gentleman 
they called 'The Moderator.' He is apparently 
the Presbyterian Church's equivalent of 'Miss 
America.' I do not know anything about them, 
but apparently they choose one minister as a 
representative to give speeches at the National Conference, the 
International Conference and various functions during the year. The 
reason the brethren might be interested is because the man they 
chose for 2002 is a gentleman who grew up about 35 miles away from 
Nazareth, Israel. He is an Arab-Christian and he spent 90 percent of 
his time criticizing the Jewish Israelis and what has been happening 
over there. Basically, he put in the minds of these good Presbyterian 
people of the United States an idea that they should rise up against 
the Jews. The more he said the more I felt like Peter and John asking 
the Lord to rain down lightning from heaven and stop this guy. 
Which, of course, he did not see fit to do at that point. This man, who 
left Israel in 1979 and has lived in this country since, knows 
the full story but chooses not to tell it. It was a revelation to me that 
the Arab-Christian population of Israel, which is a minuscule 
minority in a small country, could use influential people in such 
organizations as the Presbyterian Church (the third or fourth largest 

Christian church in the world) to incite them against the Jews. It was 
eye-opening to me as to how persecution could come upon the Jews 
in this country." 

Testimonies at Bellingham, WA, October 6 

Discovering the Bible Students 
Br. Gordon Coulson, Vancouver (BC) Ecclesia 
"I was raised a Catholic. I left the religion in my late teens. I did not 
really think too much about God. I joined a middle-eastern type 
religion for a while but eventually left. I had a brief spell with 
evangelical contingents but it kept ringing up hollow. I realized by 
reading the Scriptures that they really had the Truth in them, so I kept 
praying to God wondering what I was going to do and eventually 
ended up a Jehovah's Witness in my early 20s, and was with them 
for 20 years. I learned a lot about the Bible and I really felt that I found 
the Truth. I learned that there was no trinity, that Jesus Christ was 
God's Son, not God Almighty. That hell fire and the immortal soul 
were false doctrines and a whole lot of other basic beliefs that were 
biblical. I was quite happy there and became a minister servant, 
similar to a deacon, and I would give talks. I really thought I found 
the Truth. Then, in the winter of 1997, I was pioneering, which I 
loved because I really loved Jehovah deeply and wanted to serve 
him. I prayed to my heavenly Father and told him that for the rest 
of this life on earth my life was his. As a Jehovah's Witness we were 
taught that there was no longer a heavenly calling open since 1935. 
Yet I had received the spirit—there was no mistake about that. The 
Scriptures opened up to me. It was an awful predicament because I 
could not tell anyone about it because they would have considered 
me an apostate for even thinking such a thing. I kept quiet for two 
more years, studying the Scriptures voraciously, praying for truth, 
and the Lord kept gently leading me out of the Watch Tower Society, 
step by step. This was quite a shock to me because I did not think 
that was the way he was going to work it out. I kept praying for truth. 
He gave me truth and yet I did not want to accept that truth at first. 
Nevertheless, that is how it was. 

"I had to find out how the Watch Tower Society came to be, what 
it was, etc. because I knew that this organization had become a 
`golden calf,' calling it Jehovah's Organization but it really became 
an idol that they served... I saw this very clearly, knew it was sinful 
and wrong and that our heavenly Father did not approve. I had to 
go back to the early writings and the first thing I discovered was that 
the Bible Students still exist. This was another shock, because they 
told us that they did not exist any longer. I met a couple of wonderful 
brothers, Carl Hagensick and Michael Nekora, and did not know any 
more about them except that I got them through a website and had 
contacted them through e-mail. These two brothers, along with 
Rolando Rodriguez, were wonderful. They spent a lot of time with 
me and were very patient and loving with me. They took my 
questions in stride and were very gentle with me. Over the months 
I started to understand what God's purpose was for me and what I 
ought to do. They put me in contact with the Vancouver Ecclesia 
and so, a year ago, I started attending there. I remember the first 
meeting there, and the first thing I was so shocked about was that 
women were praying—because that never happened in the Watch 
Tower Society. The second thing that shocked me was that the elder 
would say something and someone would put his hand up and 
disagree with him. I thought, 'This is shocking—they're going to 
disfellowship her.' But they did not disfellowship her. It was a 
healthy discussion and there was not huge pressure to conform at all 
costs. I had never seen that wonderful freedom before. I really 
enjoyed those meetings and now see now the Lord has answered my 
prayers. He has given me the spirit and has led me gently into greater 
light. I am so thankful to our heavenly Father for helping me and 
helping all of us. I pray that he continues to guide us into greater truth 
and light..." 



Testimonies at Fort Worth, TX, October 15 -20 

"One Step Forward and Two Back" 
Br. George Wilmott, Ft. Worth (TX) Bible Students 
"...This is like a family gathering. It is different than most 
conventions, as many of the same brethren come year after year. 
However, we welcome those who are here for the first time. It could 
very well be the last convention here because as we were discussing 

that the time is very short. Are you having 
graduating examinations? If so, I think that is 
an indication that individually the time is short 
for those having special experiences. 

"...During the past year since the last con-
vention here we have moved two times. In spite 
of disposing of many 'earthly treasures,' we 
still have a lot of this world's goods. However, 

I would highly recommend to the brethren to downsize because we 
cannot take any of these earthly treasures with us. It is a wonderful 
experience and we have found that the Lord blesses it... It is very 
difficult to get people to do things that they say they are going to do. 
When you move you are dependent upon a lot of people to carry out 
the move. I sometimes think that I am taking one step forward and 
two backward. But I consider these to be graduating experiences. 
Some of the tests I have passed and some I have, at least partially, 
failed. We must have these experiences to make us ready for our 
place in the Kingdom." 

Thirty Second Ad Brings 30 Responses 
Br. Alex Porcolab, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia 
"...I did not have the chance to meet Sr. Ruth Wilmott. I heard a lot 
about her from Br. George [Wilmott] who came to visit us in Romania 
where I am from originally. I have heard from others about her work 
in the Truth and am happy to hear that it has produced fruit. I am 

looking forward to meeting her on the other 
side of the veil. I am sure it will be a nice 
meeting for everyone. 

"I would like to share one blessing we are 
having in Phoenix. We put on television 
commercials once a week for 30 seconds on 
PAX. It is little but every month we receive 15-
30 responses. It has been such a blessing and 

surprise to everyone. We have tried other television sources before 
but we have never received any responses, and we have all these 
responses from this thirty-second commercial. We now have the 
blessing of sending follow-up letters and literature to those who 
respond. One person wrote a letter recently stating that if they were 
not already attending a Sunday meeting they would like to come and 
meet with us to see who we are. Maybe the Lord will open their eyes. 
We are rejoicing in that and hoping the work will go on until all who 
need to hear will hear..." 

"I Didn't Know His Name" 
Sr. Leta Rogers, Vancouver (BC) Canada 
"...Vancouver is the most beautiful city in the world. It has 
mountains in the sky, oceans, flowers and trees. I thank God every 
day for living there! But my poor city is wounded. The adversary 
has been very busy. There are many plagues there, things of sorrow 
and sadness. There are plagues of drug addiction, aids, murders, and 
violence. I found the plagues of my city in the Scriptures in Matthew 
10. But every week on the Sabbath at 4:30 a.m., a messenger comes 
to our city via television, named Br. George Wilmott. His message 
is to tell us about the Divine Plan of the Ages. The good news of the 
Kingdom which is nigh about. 

"This was my experience. I had turned on the television and 
listened to all the preachers and was never satisfied. Suddenly—I 
thought by accident but really by God's providence—I turned on the 
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television and heard the Divine Plan ofthe Ages! It was so refreshing. 
For someone who was so dedicated against religion and made vows 
that I would never go near religion again because I had been so 
betrayed and deceived by them. The Lord brought this message right 
to me! What intrigued me was first I did not know his name and he 
did not ask for my VISA card number. The next time I saw him, I took 
a pen and wrote down the 'magic' number, 1-800-8-DIVINE. On the 
line was a voice far away in Fort Worth, Texas—Br. David Wilmott. 
Br. David introduced me to Sr. Ruth Chambers and Sr. Berna McNee 
and soon after that we started the tea parties. Then I was introduced 
to Pastor Russell's Six Volumes. At first I felt like a donkey laden 
down with books. I did not want any more books. I had thrown out 
and torn up books and did not want to read books written by men 
again. But here were six volumes. I read them and had no problem 
with them! I had not one bit of contention and thought, 'This man 
writes just like I think.' It was real easy. I started with the lessons, 
sending them back and forth to Fort Worth, and Sr. Ruth Wilmott 
corrected them and told me they were okay. She was very patient 
with me and was really my first teacher..." 

Testimonies at Connellsville, PA October 26, 27 

Nephew's Death Documented inNewsletter 
Sr. Bonita Heeg, Springfield (OH) 
"...Seven years ago, my mother testified here at this convention of 
her struggles. Previous to that year she lost my dad, her younger 
brother died of cancer and her nephew was killed in a incident 

publicized nationally. Her nephew was a 
construction worker in Chicago when the winds 
blew a scaffolding down, killing him and another 
individual. Following that, the Bible Students 
Newsletter came out, which included her 
testimony. 

"Last summer, out of the blue, my mother was 
contacted by her niece. It was as if the Lord was 
bringing this to her attention. A life-or-death 

lawsuit had been filed several years previously by some family 
members. After some initial investigation, it turned out that the 
situation was totally mishandled. Mother was a blood relative but 
had no part in it... Because of the nature of the way this lawsuit was 
mishandled, it took on a life of its own. One of the top attorneys in 
Chicago took it on... The Cooke County judges demanded it be 
pursued. When we were told of it, we said we did not have the 
money for this and could not afford it... So that justice could prevail, 
they said that any costs would be taken from the settlement. Now 
what they needed was proof that my mother was indeed affected by 
her nephew's death. Neither being a blood relative nor having 
telephone bills of calls from my mother to her nephew were enough. 
Then we remembered her printed testimony. We photocopied the 
front page of the Newsletter and her testimony on the inside. 
Documenting that it is an international periodical within the scope 
of our fellowship. That is the evidence that was needed! It passed 
through attorneys and judges and, as a result, the settlement has been 
paid. It was used for some badly needed home repairs and some 
additional blessings that she had thought were impossible. We are 
so happy for her and thankful to the Father for his watchcare and 
provisions." 

A Secret Organization 
Sr. Edna Chastain, Hope (IN) Bible Students 
"...I praise my heavenly Father for all the things he as done for me. 
This convention is one of them. I wanted to come and was planning 
on it, when my dear son-in-law said, 'Mom, it is all planned, you are 
going with us. I have it all taken care of.' I thought, 'This is great' 

See Brethren page 9 



Serving at the Hope Booth: Srs. Ela Chastain and Karen Baker 
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■ The Hope Ecclesia (IN): "From July 14 
through 20 we had the privilege of a fair 
booth witness at the local fair in Johnson 
County. The first witness in this location, 
two years ago, was angrily received. 
However, we returned this year because we 
could reach more people and had additional 
manpower. Our theme was 'Israel.' Our 
banner asked the question 'Is God's Hand in 
Israel's Affairs?' We used the Chart of the 

Ages as the backdrop. We were pleasantly 
surprised at the very positive response we 
received, not only on the subject of 'Israel' 
but the kingdom and the blessings coming 
from Israel in Christ's kingdom. People 
seemed hungry for answers concerning 
talking to the dead, hell fire and the recent 
Left Behind Rapture series. Some expressed 
fear about the Rapture series and seemed 
comforted by the scriptural reassurances 
that the Creator would remember everyone. 
This gave us opportunities to tell them of the 
Two Salvations and the Resurrection. 

"The surrounding booths were also 
sources of witness opportunities. One booth 
was solely dedicated to alerting people that 
Evolution is unscriptural. A man at that 
booth was very curious that we were non-
denominational as he was also interested in 
independent Bible study. A neighbor of one 
of the brethren took the brother to the Evo-
lution booth for the purpose of trying to 
`expose' the fact that we didn't believe in the 
trinity or hellfire. Much to the neighbors 
surprise his 'fellow Christian' [at the Evolu-
tion booth] who he thought would support 
him, was very interested in the subject of 
hell as he was questioning this doctrine 
himself. The Lord turned this opposition 
into a witness. 

"Another opportunity came from the sol-
diers at the Army booth. They expressed 
concern about how the conflict in Israel as 
well as unrest worldwide would affect them. 
A couple of people understood the scriptural 
warning about opposing Israel and told us 
they hoped we supported Israel. A college 
student who ran the booth next to us was 
interested in our message and had several 
discussions with different brethren during 
the fair. He is majoring in political science 

and was able to see, after talking to the 
brethren, that the political process is unable 
to fix this country's problems. He seemed 
especially interested in the kingdom concept 
and became a real friend to the brethren. He 
even helped us to tear down the booth, at the 
end of the fair. The student made the 
comment that all the brethren seemed to 
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have such a positive attitude. He took a First 
Volume and told us that we would see him 
again. 

"The scandal in the Catholic Church 
seems to be making people more receptive to 
nondenominational groups. Some seemed 
almost relieved when we would tell them 
that we were nondenominational. We are 
thankful that the Lord has given us answers 
to so many questions as was apparent by the 
literature on our book table. What a privilege 
we have to be a spectacle to all men, to 
comfort those that mourn, to replace fear 
with hope and joy, and to gather the remain-
ing grains of wheat! Over 1,300 pieces of 
literature were distributed and all the breth-
ren involved expressed the sentiment that 
they were uplifted and encouraged by this 
opportunity." 

■ The Wilmington/Chesapeake City 
Ecclesia (DE): "We had the privilege of a 
fair booth at the Cecil County Fair in Fair 
Hill, Maryland the end of July. This was a 
nine-day event, open from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
daily with an expected crowd of around 
80,000. The theme of the booth was 'The 
Restitution of all things spoken of by all the 
Holy Prophets.' We were able to sell 105 
paperback copies of The Divine Plan of the 
Ages. We offered a selection of booklets, 
videos and back issues of newsletters on 
various subjects. Many hundreds of free 
tracts were given to those who would accept 
them and a sign-up sheet to subscribe to our 
newsletter was made available. This is an 
activity our class has not done for many 
years and a new experience for many in the 
class. The blessings of the week were many 
and the experience very positive. We are 
thankful to the heavenly Father for the 
opportunity and the many willing hands that 
made it possible to cover the nine days. 
We are excited about the prospects of doing 

Sr. Bernice Swann, Br. Martin Poore, Srs. Laura Jacobsen and June McNatt working the 
Wilmington Fair Booth 
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this again next year and are looking for other 
areas to do this on a smaller scale, such as 
tables at flea markets or craft shows for a one 
or two-day event over a weekend." 

■ The Oakland County Bible Students 
(MI): "By the Lord's grace it was our 
privilege to labor at two fairs this year. The 
Jackson Fair began June 3 and ended June 9. 
Co-laboring with the brethren we were able 
to place 211 First 
Volumes, two sets of 
Seven-In-Ones, and a 
great number of 
booklets and tracts. 
The Michigan State 
Fair followed 
Jackson's on the 19th 
of June and lasted two 
weeks. With the help 
and encouragement of 
four brethren from out 
of state, we were able 
to place 794 First 
Volumes, a number of 
Seven-In-One's and a 
large number of 
booklets. This year's 
fair attendance was 
down but the blessing 
of being there was 
very uplifting! This 
sentiment was  
expressed over and 
over by the brethren in 
various 	ways 
throughout 	the 
duration of the fair. All were encouraged by 
the many opportunities to talk with those 
who showed a genuine interest in God and 
his plan. Many addresses were collected for 
our mailing list and future follow-up 
opportunities. 

"This year, as always, our goal was to tell 
all interested in Bible study how the Divine 
Plan of the Ages could help them gain a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of 

God's Plan. We were asked the favorite 
cult-busting question. 'Who is Jesus?' Many 
interesting discussions relating to the trinity 
followed. We were accused a number of 
times of being Jehovah's Witnesses. We 
were lectured and called deceivers because 
we didn't believe that God would torment 
the unsaved in an eternal hell of fire. The 
brethren found these conversations to be 
very educational because they help us ex- 

plain the Truth and to stay in touch with what 
the public is thinking. The largest number of 
First Volumes placed on a single shift was 
208 and one sister, in a matter of minutes, 
placed 200 of these! Matter of fact, she had 
to go to her car and get a two-wheel dolly so 
the two women who made this purchase 
could cart away their books. They were 
putting together a package to help disadvan-
taged women get back on their feet and what 
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better help could they use than God's Plan as 
expressed in the First Volume! 

"The 'tip of the season,' was gleaned 
from a visiting sister. After selling a Vol- 
ume she asked the question. 'Do you know 
anyone else who might benefit from this 
Bible study aid?' This method was put into 
practice and worked with amazing success. 

"What a blessing it is to know the Al- 
mighty Creator of the universe and get a 

glimpse of his grand de- 
sign for man. What a joy it 
is to share this message of 
hope with others! This 
privilege will not always 
be ours to take advantage 
of. With this in mind, we 

C WAS
thank the Lord for another 

I blessed opportunity to 
share the Truth in our little 

I corner of the Harvest field." 

■ The Starkville 
Ecclesia (MS): "We 
sponsored a fair booth at 
the Prairie Arts Festival, 
West Point, Mississippi 
on Saturday of the Labor 
Day weekend that drew 
about 20,000 people. 

"The class placed about 
70 First Volumes and nu- 
merous tracts on different 
topics, including hell, the 

. George Kuzmin Pyramid, and the trinity. 
We had a very exciting wit- 
ness to a Jewish person and 

several others who did not believe in a burn-
ing hell. One man we had a conversation 
with had been studying the Pyramid and we 
took the opportunity to invite him to the 
South East Regional Convention held in 
Birmingham, Alabama the first weekend of 
December. 

"Thanks be to God and his Son for the 
blessing of being able to put out the Truth in 
this part of the Harvest field." ❑ 

L to R: Br. Mark Kandel, Two Visitors, Sr. Merrily Wesolowski and Br 
Witnessing for Oakland County 

Brethren From page 7 
and was looking forward to coming. Then, my daughter Rebekah, 
had surgery and I thought I should take care of her. After a few days, 
she said, 'Mom, you need to go to the convention. I am getting better 
so you need to go.' So I am here dear brethren and very thankful. You 
brethren mean so much to me, as we are one family. 

"I was reading an article in the Overland Monthly where Br. 
Russell said, 'We have a secret organization.' I thought it kind of a 
paradox because we are the only secret organization that tries to get 
other people in and few want in. I really appreciated that very much. 

"I try to give out the Truth to as many people as I can and many 
times it is difficult. However, I have blessings with my Jewish boss 
who loves to talk about the Scriptures with me and loves the Bible 

Students. Every day he sends to me, over e-mail, a Jewish 
translation of an Old Testament text. Afterward, I go to his office 
and tell him the story on that day's scripture. He loves for me to do 
it. I thank the Lord for these opportunities..." 

Anti-Conversion Law in India 
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County (MI) Bible Students 
"...Br. Preen in India (immersed in 1984) has been active with 
television work in his area, Kunar, India. He is sound in the Truth 
and when you look at some of the pictures from Br. Varma' s meetings 
and you see the huge charts that he uses, Br. Preen who is a 
commercial artist by trade, is responsible for making them. He and 

See Brethren page 14 



Brethren Immersed in the Godavari River in Rajahmundry, India 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, 0 Lord, God of truth." Psa. 31:5 

Immersed on November 25, 2001 
Sr. Isabell Grable, Berean Bible Students of 
Michigan Ecclesia. She learned the Truth 
from her husband Br. Keith. 

Immersions 2002 

At Huntsville, AL, September 14 
Sr. Melanie Fischer, Huntsville ecclesia, 
dissatisfied with the Jehovah's Witnesses, 
put in contact with brethren through a local 
newspaper editor (see testimonies). 

At Akron, OH, December 1 
Sr. Agnes Mason, (age 96) from the 
Cleveland area, met Br. Russell when she 
was a little girl, mother was consecrated. 

Br. Danny Horein, Mahomet, IL Ecclesia, 
son of Br. Don. 

The follow-up work in India continues with 
fruitful results. Br. Varma reports 28 new 
brethren immersed in the last three months. 

In Rajahmundry, September 29 
Sr. K. Leela (age 20) 
Br. G. Prabakar (age 32) 
Sr. D.Vijaya Lakshmi (age 42) 
Sr T Ammanju (age 43) 
Br. M. Narasappa (age 45) 
Sr. Swathi Priyadarsini (age 16) 
Br. K. Satyananda Rao (age 42) 
Sr. S. Satyavathi (age 45) 
Sr.Y. Mangayamma (age 54) 
Sr. T. Nagamani (age 50) 
Sr. R. Lakshmi (age 25) 
Br. N. Kotilingam (age 65) 
Sr. I. Jayamma (age 50) 
Sr. Lakshimi Kantha (age 70) 
Sr. S. A. Raju (age 64) 
Sr. K. Krishna Veni (age 20) 
Sr. N. Sridevi (age 25) 
Sr. K. Nirmala Jothi (age 34) 

In Rajahmundry, October 26, 
Br. Mortha Suryanarayana (age 57) 
Br. K.Vijaya Kumar (age 32) 
Br. K. Ravi Kanth (age 30) 

In Bangalore, November 17, 
Br. James (age 22), personal witness 
Br. Ramesh (age 28), personal witness 
Sr. Sunitha (age 26) 

In Rajahmundry, November 24 
Br. P. Ganga Raju (age 65) 
Sr P Annapurna (age 47) 
Br. K. Kanaka Raju (age 66) 
Br. P. Raju (age 35) 

"Keeping power of the Harvest Message" 
Sr. Agnes Mason, Cleveland, OH 
We are pleased to report a jewel of rare find, 
a sister who had the unforgettable 
experience of meeting Pastor Russell in 
1912. She testifies to the keeping power of 
the Harvest Message and its anchor to faith 
90 years later. We thank Sr. Joanne Klich 
for her assistance. Ed. 

Sr. Agnes Mason 
My mother's name was Johanne Olsen. She 
attended several of Pastor Russell's lectures 
and took me with her when I was six years 
old. My memory of the event was that my 
two sisters and I walked by the platform as 
Pastor Russell asked a blessing on the 
children. After the meeting, Pastor Russell 
stood outside by the door and shook the 
hand of everyone who attended. I remember 
that Pastor Russell's eyes were very intense 
and almost black. He was certainly 
wonderful. 

When I was a young teenager my mother 

attended the Jersey City Ecclesia. My sib-
lings and I studied the First Volume with Sr. 
Sara Chapman, wife of Br. Scott. This was 
a very unsettling time among the brethren. 
The first controversy was over "That Ser-
vant." "Was it Pastor Russell as we had 
always believed, or a class?" Then in the 
1920s there was a difference of opinion as to 
whether the door to the high calling was 
open. Sr. Chapman believed at that time, 
that the door was closed but that consecra-
tion was always in order. I held myself back 
but always loved and believed the Truth. 
She told me I would live through the trouble 
and into the kingdom. 

I married Br. Fred Mason. His father trav-
eled with, and his mother did some work for, 
Pastor Russell. They were at Bethel in Octo-
ber 1916 and left soon after as it became 
apparent the arrangement was different. They 
went to class in Brooklyn. There was a long 
interim and things were not as clear-cut. 

My husband and I briefly attended class 
in Cleveland, moving around a lot because 
of his employment. He died in 1988. I always 
loved the Truth and tried to live a life 
dedicated to it, witnessing as best I could. I 
rejected doing things of a worldly nature. I 
taught my children the Truth and studied the 
Volumes and the Reprints but couldn't take 
the step of consecration and immersion until 
now. Reading the Volumes was my fellow-
ship with the Lord, they gave me much faith. 

A few years ago I received a letter from Sr. 
Marilyn Stanton, saying that she had re-
ceived my name from the Dawn. Sr. Marilyn 
wanted to find Truth people. Recently, I felt 
that I had to make a stand and that I wanted 
the Lord's will in my life. Praying my con-
secration will be accepted, as my desire is to 
be faithful in the path of grace. ❑ 

I Memorial Supper: Tuesday, April 15, 2003 - After six o'clock 
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loaned her the money. On return, the customs officer charged that 
her beautiful self-made clothes were U.S. designer clothes she was 
smuggling into Canada. He refused to let her keep them without 
relinquishing the $500 bond. The Lord gave her the grace to 
painstakingly show the official every seam and prove that all was 
handmade. She passed inspection and retained the $500. 

She loved being with the brethren and hearing more of the Divine 
Plan. She and her late husband Br. Steve Gowryluk, an elder in 
Winnipeg till his death in 1984, often used their farm as a meeting 
place. On at least one occasion in the July heat a huge WWII surplus 
nylon parachute overstretched a hundred or so brethren in atten-
dance. 

Her conviction and defense of Present Truth and her warm and 
generous spirit will be missed by the brethren and especially her 
family She leaves two sons, Br. Steve and Br. Randy (8648 
Darlington Cres., Windsor, Ontario, Canada N8S 4M6, e- mail: 
ran.win@cogeco.ca)  and three granddaughters, Sr. Johanna, Janella, 
and Joella. 

■ Br. Mike Gowryluk of the Winnipeg, Manitoba Ecclesia, 
finished his course at age 93 on December 10. He received the Truth 
through his father, consecrating in 1955. In the 1960s, he, along with 

other brethren, formed the English 
speaking Winnipeg Bible Students 
Ecclesia. Serving as an elder for more 
than 30 years, he made every effort to 
spread the Truth throughout rural 
Manitoba by tracting and through 
the television programs produced by 
the Winnipeg brethren. He was 
always interested in the restoration of 
the nation of Israel and of the visible 
evidences of restitution as seen in the 
agricultural industry. Br. Frank 
Boychuk and Br. Barry Kuly gave his 
funeral witness to over 100 people. 

Br. Mike is survived by Sr. Stella, 
(Box 133, Group 327, RR3, Selkirk, 

Manitoba, R1A 2A8 Canada) his wife of nearly 25 years; three sons 
Br. Greg (Box 242, Holland, Manitoba, ROG OX0 Canada), Br. Garry 
(Box 68, Holland, Manitoba, ROG OX0 Canada) and Ron; eleven 
grandchildren — two consecrated: Srs. Becky Gray and Bethany 
Booy; one great-grandchild; two sisters: Srs. Kay Czyrak, and 
Elizabeth Kuly. 

■ Sr. Ruth Colvin, age 87, of Lake Charles, Louisiana, died of 
cancer September 18. Her parents first nurtured her faith when they 
received the Truth over seventy years ago. In those unsettling years 
they never went along with the changes in the Society. At one time 
they thought they might be the only Bible Students left. Eventually, 
they came in contact again with brethren. Though consecrated for 
some time Sr. Ruth was immersed just six years ago. During her last 
hospital stay she captured the curiosity of her Jewish doctor by 
asking him, "Would you mind if I told you a little secret?" She then 
proceeded to explain the miracles that the Lord will yet perform for 
the nation of Israel. 

She is survived by her sister Sr. Rosemary Hipp (3430 Common 
St., Lake Charles, LA 70607-1729) a daughter Jackie McSpadden; 
two grandsons and great-grandchildren. Br. George Wilmott deliv-
ered her funeral witness to 150 attendees. 

■ Sr. Dorothy Watson, age 85, died December 24 of 
complications from recent surgery. Her brother Br. Russell Cole 
died just two days after. She attended the Sacramento Ecclesia for 
about 35 years, providing for the brethren's temporal needs and 
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blessing others with her bright personality. For the past eight years 
she lived with her son, Robert (290 Sunny Hills Dr, Rancho 
Cordova, CA 95670). She is also survived by sons James, Donald 
and Richard Watson, daughters Connie Avery and Sheree Ankeny. 
Br. Jonathon Freer officiated and gave testimony to Sr. Dorothy's 
hope. 

■ Sr. Marguerite Alfano, of the Hope, IN Ecclesia died December 
21 at age 94 a result of a stroke. Her generation witnessed great 
changes with the increase of knowledge. As a child she remembers 
the horse drawn hearse at her sister's funeral and later in life traveled 
by airplane to conventions. It was 
because of the death of Sr. 
Marguerite's sister that her mother 
decided to study the Volumes which 
she had previously purchased from a 
colporter. 

Though familiar with the Truth in 
her youth she did not take a serious 
interest until after her mother's death. 
Br. and Sr. Alfano received their ini-
tial nurturing by letter from Br. Loo-
mis and later through Br. Kolliman' s 
personal visits to their Maryland 
home. After Br. Charlie's transfer to 
the Chicago area in the 1950s they 
studied with the Chicago Ecclesia and were immersed in 1956. 

Shortly before Br. Charlie's retirement he transferred to St. Louis 
where he had a serious stroke that left him impaired. For 16 years 
she lovingly and faithfully provided her husbands care. In 1993 at 
age 85 she moved to the Indianapolis area. There she served her 
ecclesia as a pianist as long as health permitted. She traveled to mid-
west conventions into her nineties. 

Sr. Marguerite will be remembered for her directness and quick 
wit. Her strong faith was evident from her habit of reading through 
the Volumes every year. She is survived by two daughters Gloria 
Bibko and Pauline Carpenter (8121 Tanager St., Indianapolis, IN 
46256) numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren. 

■ Br. Russell Cole, age 90, of the San Diego Ecclesia breathed his 
last December 27, two days after the death of his sister Sr. Dorothy 
Watson. Their grandfather Br. Duncan, received the Truth during 
Br. Russell's day. Br. Duncan was a medical doctor who wondered 
why God permitted such suffering as he encountered in his 
profession. Consecrated 55 years, Br. Cole served as an elder. He 
actively distributed Truth videos in retirement homes, at one time 
having a circuit of about 35 locations. He leaves his wife of 63 years, 
Sr. Vivian (156 Minot St., Chula Vista, CA 91910, e-mail: 
Mrymam9541@  aol.com) two daughters Ruth and Mary, two 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

■ Br. James Tate died at age 91 of complications after breaking 
a hip. He heard the Truth from his aunt Sr. Molly Rogers who 
attended the Portland, Oregon Ecclesia. After moving to California 
he consecrated his life to the Lord and attended the San Francisco 
Ecclesia. When Br. Jim retired he planned a trip overseas but he and 
Sr. Wannie were delayed enroute to New York. They had decided 
to visit the Dawn Publishing house. They never took their trip 
overseas but committed to serving at the Dawn for the next 20 years. 
In 1996 they moved back to Oregon to live at the Bible Students 
Retirement Center. Br. Jim is survived by his wife of 60 years, Sr. 
Wannie, one son Phil and three daughters, Mary, Kathleen and 
Elizabeth. Br. Carlton Chandler conducted the memorial service, 
which included many scriptures which Br. Jim had underlined in his 
Bible. 	 See Deaths page 15 
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Pictures of Burial Box and Inscription 

Archaeological Evidence of Jesus Christ? 
12 

An inscription on a burial artifact that was recently discovered in 
Israel appears to provide the oldest archaeological evidence of Jesus 
Christ, according to an expert who dates it to three decades after the 
crucifixion. 

Writing in Biblical Archaeology Review, Andre Lemaire, a 
specialist in ancient inscriptions at France's Practical School of 
Higher Studies, says it is very probable the find is an authentic 
reference to Jesus of Nazareth: 

That Jesus existed is not doubted by scholars, but what the world 
knows about him comes almost entirely from the New Testament. No 
physical artifact from the first century related to Jesus has been 
discovered and verified. Lemaire believes that has changed, though 
questions remain, such as where the piece with the inscription has 
been for more than 19 centuries. 

The inscription, in the Aramaic language, appears on an empty 
ossuary, or limestone burial box for bones. It reads: "James, son of 
Joseph, brother of Jesus." Lemaire dates the object to 63 A.D. 

Lemaire says the writing style, and the fact that Jews practiced 
ossuary burials only between 20 B.C. and A.D. 70, puts the inscrip-
tion squarely in the time of Jesus and James, who led the early church 
in Jerusalem. 

All three names were commonplace, but he estimates that only 20 
Jameses in Jerusalem during that era would have had a father named 
Joseph and a brother named Jesus. Moreover, naming the brother as 
well as the father on an ossuary was "very unusual," Lemaire says. 
There's only one other known example in Aramaic. Thus, this 
particular Jesus must have had some unusual role or fame — and 
Jesus of Nazareth certainly qualified, Lemaire concludes. ❑ 

Newspaper Article Sparks Muslim Riot In Nigeria 
The basis of the crisis is the Sharia Law, which is the Islamic law 
that governs the Muslims. Some states have declared themselves 
as Muslim states and enforce the strict Sharia law. The resulting 
protest and ensuing riot are detailed in the following report. No 
brethren were involved or directly affected by the conflict. Ed. 

Nigeria's acceptance of the hosting right of the Miss World 2002 
beauty contest had been mired in controversy right from the outset. 
Adherents of the Islamic religion first called on the federal govern-
ment not to host the contest which was described as a "parade of 
nudity." Many Muslim individuals and several official bodies 
echoed the call. They maintained that the event would have 
"negative and moral consequences on our society," especially as 
the event was billed to be held during Ramadan, the ninth and most 
holy month of the Islamic calendar year [November 2002]. This 
request prompted the federal government to postpone the event 
until December 7. 

On Wednesday, November 20, irate Muslim adherents and 
fanatics caused grave commotion in the city of Kaduna over a This 
Day newspaper story. The writer, in the 11-page story, chronicled 
the "for" and "against" voices concerning the contest. Nine out of 
the 11 pages highlighted photographically, each of the 92 contes-
tants. The Muslims, however, said that paragraph five of the first 
page was an insult, given their earlier vehement protest to the 
hosting of the contest in the first place. The offending commentary 
read: "As the idea became a reality, it also aroused dissent from  

many groups of people. The Muslim's thought it was immoral to 
bring 92 women to Nigeria and ask them to revel in vanity. What 
would Mohammed think 9  In all honesty, he would probably have 
chosen a wife from one of them. The irony is that Algeria, an Islamic 
country is one of the countries participating in the contest." Quickly, 
the Movement for the Islamic Culture and Awareness (MICA) 
reacted by saying, "to suggest that he [Mohammed] would pick a 
bride from among women such as the Miss World contestants is 
grossly insulting to his personality and the sensibilities of the 
Muslim population." 

Thus, seething with rage, dozens of Muslim youths, armed with 
machetes, daggers and clubs, took to the streets chanting "Alah 
Akbar" [Allah is the greatest]. They made straight for the object of 
their fury, the This Day newspaper offices, confiscating its publica-
tions and burning them. The rioters then moved to another target, 
the This Day regional office where they set the whole building 
ablaze. The protesting youths also passed a faioh [death sentence] 
on the publisher. 

The next day the crisis took a new dimension as the increased 
number of protesters shifted their attention to every other object they 
felt constituted a threat to their religion. Some Christian churches 
and secular hotels were burned down. Many people were killed. 250 
bodies were given a mass burial while the police arrested about 1,000 
people. The brouhaha led to the cancellation of the Miss World 
pageant in Nigeria and the event was moved to London, England. ❑ 
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Harvest News 
"Thou crownest the year with goodness..." Psa. 65: I 

Where Was God on September 11, 2001? 
The Hartford Connecticut Ecclesia 
sponsored a public talk in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, on the first anniversary of 
the September 11 disaster. Br. Bob Gray 
gave a PowerPoint [computer visuals with 
music] presentation entitled, "Where Was 
God On September 11, 2001? What Does the 
Bible Say?" 

The showing took place at the Worcester 
Public Library community room. The Hart-
ford brethren sent fliers to newsletter lists in 
Worcester and surrounding towns. Tracts 
were passed out, newspaper ads were run in 
the local paper, store posters were placed and 
TV spot announcements were made. Twenty-
eight of the public and many brethren at-
tended the program. Gift packets of litera-
ture was handed out and the public was 
encouraged to sign up to receive future news- 

letters. 
The presentation opened with scenes of 

the towers pre-9/11, while bagpipes played 
"Amazing Grace." The images then changed 
to scenes of the towers in flames with the 
somber beat of a drum joining the bagpipes 
as the disaster unfolded. 

Then Br. Bob effectively presented, "Why 
God Permits Evil," illustrating the Ransom 
and the Divine Plan promising kingdom 
blessings. The overall response was very 
positive. 

Afterward many stayed for refreshments 
and discussion. A lady expressed her appre-
ciation of the message. Her husband and six-
year-old son had been shot to death in her 
native war-tom Nicaragua. She said, "I know 
I will see them again, like the pastor [Br. 
Bob] said!" Also, a family of five attended  

in response to the announcement in the 
Waterbury Ecclesia' s newsletter. They ex-
plained that they had distant ties to the Bible 
Students of North Brookfield, Massachu-
setts. Several brethren have had follow-up 
meetings with them and were thrilled to 
learn the level of their understanding from 
the witness they had in the past and their own 
reading of Present Truth. They have also 
expressed interest in attending the regular 
class meetings in Connecticut. 

The brethren are thankful for the coopera-
tive efforts of many and the amazing overrul-
ing by the Lord on the technical issues of 
such a presentation. "Now to him who is able 
to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that 
works within us." Eph. 3:20,21 ❑ 

Ghana Brethren Blessed by Pilgrims Visit 
This report of a pilgrim trip to Ghana, West 
Africa was submitted by Brs. Donatus 
Ariwodor and Moses Ashiegbu, both long 
standing elders in Nigeria. The trip was 
sponsored in part by the Bible Students 
Committee for Africa (BSCFA). Many 
brethren may especially remember Br. 
Moses from his visit to America and the 
International Convention in 1996. Their 
knowledge of and dedication to, the Truth, 
is evidence of the holy Spirit operating in 
their consecrated lives. Ed. 

On Sunday, November 3, we left our dif-
ferent States and met the next morning, at Br. 
Donatus Onochie' s home in Lagos State. We 
were gladly received, even though we ar-
rived without notice due to communication 
problems. We had planned to fly to Ghana on 
Tuesday morning, but upon arriving at the 
ticket office we discovered we could not get 
a flight until Wednesday the sixth. We tried 
to telephone Br. Samuel Amoo, who was 
expecting us on the fifth, but we could not 
get through. 

On Wednesday, at 8:50 a.m., we arrived in 
Accra, Ghana. We knew Br. Samuel had 
probably waited for us most of the previous 
day, so he was not there to meet us at the 
airport when we arrived. We took a bus at 
noon to Kumasi. A good Samaritan Univer-
sity student, who had been on the same bus 
with us, got a taxi to go to Asuoyeboah near 
where we were going. She asked us to join 
her in the taxi and this reduced the charge. 
We arrived at Br. Samuel and Sr. Elizabeth 

Amoo's home at 5:45 p.m. They were not 
home at this time but the children recog-
nized and received us gladly. 

When they did arrive we had a warm 
reception and happy reunion with them. 
Those who were invited to the Amoo's home 
were gathered before the arrival of our host. 
Having noted the level of their understand-
ing, we started with the fundamental prin-
ciples of salvation in Christ Jesus' redemp-
tive work on the cross. Br. Donatus ex-
panded on this and they were amazed and 
promised to return the next evening. 

On Thursday, after breakfast, we drove 
with Br. Amoo to Kentinkyire Village where 
we met about 30 brethren. At 10: 00 a.m. the 
meeting was opened with a hymn and prayer. 

The Morning Resolve, Vow, and Manna 
text were read by the brethren. Br. Donatus 
spoke in great detail about our Lord's return. 
The meeting lasted until 3:00 PM. Br. Amoo 
interpreted the discourse and the question 
period that followed. 

On Friday in Aduampong the leader Br. 
Kyei Berko arrived. Questions arose as to 
why there were no series of "Amens" at 
intervals as was usual. We told them that the 
Lord is not interested in repetition of words 
when praying and not to show off publicly 
but in your closet pray to your Father in 
heaven. This prompted Br. Donatus to ex-
plain how to pray and what the Master meant 
in Matthew 6:5-15. 

For the next nine days we visited various 
locations as Konkori Village, Tanodumasi, 

Adamkwame, New Edubaise, Mankessim, 
Cape Coast, Yamonassa, Abrem Agona, 
Ashiaman and Madina. We met with many 
different brethren and others who were inter-
ested in the Truth. There were different 
languages spoken but the Lord always pro-
vided an interpreter. 

The discourses given and studies with 
questions included: "When a Man Dies"; 
"The Rich Man and Lazarus"; "Hell Fire"; 
"The Resurrection of the Dead"; the "Little 
Flock, Great Company and Ancient Wor-
thies"; "Consecration"; " Abraham, Moses 
and David, Where are They?"; "The Trin-
ity"; "The Lord God Jehovah is One and 
Jesus is His Son"; "Our Lords Return" with 
the explanation of the Greek word parousia, 
that should be translated presence. "Bap-
tism"; "The Day of Atonement" with its type 
and antitype; "The Bible Students Mission: 
Who We Are, What We Do"; and other Truth 
related topics. 

As a result of this pilgrimage, some classes 
have brethren wishing to symbolize their 
consecration. Another two week trip by 
American brethren is planned for January 
2003 which will include a three day Bible 
Students Leadership Seminar the weekend 
of January 24. 

"We rejoice over the privilege of serving 
the brethren and witnessing to others in 
Africa. The Lord is truly proclaiming liberty 
to the captives. "Isa. 61:1" We send our love 
to all the brethren throughout the world.9❑ 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith." Galatians 6:10 

Creation Triumphs Over Evolution 

The New Brunswick Class is pleased to make the booklet "Creation 
Triumphs Over Evolution" available. The contents are as dynamic 
as the title. Latest research finds Evolutionists making startling 
discoveries that actually disprove evolution. The probing of the 
Universe especially has revealed the wonders of a Divine 
intelligence, who fine-tuned our Galaxy and the Universe itself so 
that life might exist on the Earth. The findings are so dynamic that 
many cosmologists and astrophysicists who were atheists now are 
believers in God. All areas of the evolution question are covered. 

This 5 ° x 8 ° booklet, containing 68 pages, has a four color 
process cover and is priced at 40 cents, plus postage. Address orders 
to: 

Bible Students Congregation of New Brunswick 
P.O. Box 144 
Edison, NJ 08818-0144 

LARGE PRINT BOOKS 

The Miami Valley Bible Students have a supply of 'Large Print' 
books, which include: Volumes One - Six, Tabernacle Shadows, 
Daily Heavenly Manna, Songs in the Night and Hymnals for postage 
only. Please contact: 

Miami Valley Bible Students 
P.O. Box 71 
Piqua, Ohio 45356-0071 
E-mail: peddemors  @ erinet. com  

Addr ess Correction: 

Allentown Bible Class 
P.O. Box 516 
Whitehall, PA 18052-0516 

Inquiries on the Title Pastor 

Since the report in the last Newsletter on the Jewish comfort 
outreach in Canada, questions on the title "Pastor" have been 
raised. Following is Br. Kenneth Rawson's response. Ed. 

When the comfort ministry to the Jewish people began, I wrote 
articles for Jewish papers as well as putting on programs in syna-
gogues and for other Jewish organizations. The Jewish people want 
position titles. I first started signing articles Kenneth Rawson, Elder 
of the New Brunswick Bible Students. They would always change 
it to "Reverend" when they printed the article or introduced me at 
a meeting. Then I started using the term "Minister" which they 
would still change to "Reverend." Of course, "Reverend" is a title 
I completely disdain. 

Then I came across the Reprint article 2265, col. 2, par. 6 where 
Br. Russell said, "all elders are pastors." We discussed the matter 
at a New Brunswick business meeting and the class passed a motion 
that in public work, the elders of New Brunswick can use the title 
"Pastor." This solved the problem. They stopped calling me 
"Reverend." The other elders in New Brunswick have used this term 
of "Pastor" on occasion in a public forum. However, I use it 
extensively because of my involvement in the Jewish work. 

At the beginning of the 1992 Comfort Mission to Israel, we 
quoted this Reprint and asked the elders on the Mission to have 
"Pastor" on their name tag if they felt comfortable because that 
would convey to the Israelis that a good percentage of our group 
were ministers. This they did willingly. 

Books Offered to the Brethren 

Br. Eddie Chell has some Truth literature to share for postage fees 
only. Some of the books offered include: Harvest Gleanings, 
Harvest Truth Topical Comments, Faith's Foundations, one 
complete set of Reprints, two Expanded Bible Comments, and many 
more. Interested brethren may contact him by phone: (605) 695-
7839, or write: Eddie Chell, 123 ° Chestnut Street, #303, Sisseton, 
SD 57262. 

Brethren From page 9 

his wife Sr. Flora are very consecrated. They have two daughters 
and are active in their area. 

"Well, here is an e-mail we got from him on October 23 regarding 
an 'anti-conversion' ordinance in their state. I would like you to hear 
this so you can pray intelligently for what might take place there. 
`Regarding the anti-conversion ordinance trying to articulate their 
protest against the Tamal Madu prohibition of forcible religion 
ordinance: Minorities in opposition parties today staged a massive 
demonstration in Chinea [the city where Br. Varma had 12,000 in 
attendance at public meetings in May] and all over the state. This 
is not a mere symbolic protest but the beginning of a movement 
seeking the repeal of the black law so that it does not become a new 
law. If once it becomes procedure, it becomes very difficult to tell 
the Truth in public. So tomorrow all the Christian institutions are 
taking part in a hunger strike in many places with church ministers 
and pastors to protest against making this ordinance law. I do not 
think that Christendom and the minority people (Moslems) will get 
the justice because the Hindus are many. We are in the end of this 
dispensation and the Lord is separating his people from the tares...' 

He proceeds to tell about a public meeting they are having on 
October 27 and will write more about the anti-conversion law in the 
next mail. The long and short of it is that Hinduism is prevalent 
religion there and they believe that there should be a theocracy. The 
Hindus believe they should have a Hindu religious government, just 
like you have your orthodox Moslems who believe they should have 
Islamic law. The Hindus do not want other religions to have the 
ability to present their messages. It is something to remember in 
prayer to see what will transpire in this. 

"At the International Convention this year, Sr. Ruth [Cunning-
ham] had a conversation with a Romanian sister whose language is 
Hungarian. Some years ago, a number of friends had gotten together 
and worked laboriously to make photocopies of the Third, Fourth 
and Sixth Hungarian Volumes. Hardly a word has been heard as to 
the benefits of that effort. In Sr. Ruth's conversation, this sister 
related how thrilled they are to have these Volumes to supplement 
the rest of their sets so they can study and read it for their own. Even 
though all things are done as unto the Lord, it is an encouragement 
to hear these results ..."0 



15 

Conventions 
"And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long." Psa. 35:28 

February 8, 9 Columbus, OH. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio Topical Annual. Theme: The Minor Prophets. Six 
speakers. New location: Ramada Hotel, 4900 Sinclair Rd. Please 
preregister. Secretary: Deborah Stewart, PO Box 813, Westerville, 
OH 43086. Phone: (614) 890-1814. E-programs: 
ransomed2 @ earthlink. net  

March 28 -30 Seattle, WA. North Seattle Bible Students Annual. 
Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Drive N.E., Bothell, WA. For more 
information contact the Secretary: Mrs. Donald Nussel, PO Box 
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564. 

April 5, 6 Columbus, OH. Columbus Bible Students Ecclesia 33n1 
 Annual Pre-Memorial Convention. Five speakers. For information 

contact: Todd Alexander. Phone: (614) 939-9761. E-mail: 
ToddNAlex  @ aol.com  

April 12, 13 Wilmington, DE. Wilmington/Chesapeake City 
Ecclesia Annual Pre-Memorial Convention. Five speakers. For 

information contact the Secretary: Lois Armstrong, Phone: (302) 
328-7673. E-mail: tlarm1874@earthlink.net  

May 3, 4 Hartford, CT. Hartford Bible Students Annual 
Convention. Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main Street E., 
Hartford, CT. For information contact: Mrs. Daniel Silvinsky, 
Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail: Djsilvinsky  @cs.com  

June 14-15 Hope, IN. Hope Indiana Bible Students Annual. 
Holiday Inn, Columbus, IN. Motel and meal reservations must be 
made at least one week before the convention. Five speakers. For 
information contact the Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29 th  Street, 
Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail: 
schastain@  tls.net  

June 27 -29 Salem, OR. Salem Bible Students Annual. South Salem 
Senior Center, 6450 Fairway Ave. SE, Salem, OR 97302 For 
accommodations contact: Rosemary Wojcik, 3140 Link Ct South, 
Salem, OR 97302 Phone: (503) 391-7078. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom. 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Afflicted From page 2 
has not had any pain or sickness as a result. Sr. Rae was comforted 
during treatment by reciting the 23rd Psalm over and over again. 

■ Br. David Hess (383 Harshbarger Rd. North, Pleasant Hill, OH 
45359, e-mail: fourhesses  @juno.com) suffered the loss of his 78 
year old mother Jean Lacey on December 28. She had experienced 
a series of strokes and spent the last four years in a nursing home. Br. 
David is comforted by the restitution promises and looks forward to 
the time when his mother will be reunited with a deceased baby 
daughter. Br. David and Sr. Becky especially appreciated the 
presence and support of the brethren. 

■ Sr. Mary Butler Longest (202 Alcott Road, Louisville, KY 
40207) of the New Albany-Louisville Bible Students Ecclesia 
struck her head and left eye on the bathroom sink in a fall December 
24. Her doctor determined the loss of vision in her left eye is 
permanent due to a detached retina. Remarkably, no other damage 
was done. However, she will need outpatient surgery to maintain 
vision in her right eye. Before her fall she sent the following note: 
"I am not able to shop for cards nor address them, but I want all of 
you who have sent me cards and notes to know I greatly appreciate 
hearing from you. It means so much and I deeply regret not being 
able to respond in kind. I no longer drive and now depend on 
wonderful friends for all transportation and help. It is difficult after 
being independent for so many years. Lord be with you and bless 
you." 

■Sr. Rachel Hasty (P.O. Box 901, Arab, AL 35016, Phone: 256-
586-0370) underwent her third back operation on January 3 to 
relieve the severe pain in her left hip and leg which has troubled her 
for many years. Her husband Br. Johnny Hasty continues to care for 
her and asks an interest in your prayers on their behalf. ❑ 

Deaths From page 11 

■ Br. T. Herschel Moreland finished his consecrated walk of 64 
years on November 23 at age 96. Introduced to The Divine Plan of 
the Ages through Br. Owens, an osteopathic physician. Br. Herschel 
later became a very earnest Bible Student and an elder in the 
Chattanooga, Tennessee Ecclesia. His talents as a professional 
photographer were used on the album cover of opera music by the 
late Br. John T. Read. He was preceded in death by his wife Sr. Lucille 
in June of 2001 and his daughter Lynda. Br. Al Gebarowski of the 
Chattanooga class officiated at the service. His love and faithfulness 
to God and the Truth and his gentle manner made him a joy to meet 
and to know. 

■ Br. Adolphus Okojie, age 45 of Ibadan Ecclesia finished his 
earthly course on December 30. Consecrating about 14 years ago 
he died of a cough and swollen face. He is survived by his wife, Sr. 
Stella Okojie (G.P.O. Box 674, Dugbe, Ibadan, Oyo State, Nigeria) 
and four children, ages two through seventeen. He was the sole 
supporter of the family. As of this writing funeral arrangements are 
still pending. 

■Sr. Anna (Anastasia) Antoniou Vulga, age 93, of the New York 
ecclesia died January 3 after a recent amputation of her left foot. Born 
in Greece she received a high school education there, an unusual 
experience for that time. She migrated to the United States and 
married Br. Peter Vulga. Though raised in the Orthodox Church, she 
readily accepted the Truth from her husband. Sr Anna worked with 
Br. Pantel Hatgis as a proofreader of the Greek Dawn. She is survived 
by nieces and nephews in Greece. Sr. Ruth Szybinski (33-33 149th 
St., Flushing, NY 11354-3241) was a truth friend for over 60 years. 
Br. Ray Luke delivered her final truth witness. ❑ 

"It is often easier to fight for principles then to live up to them." 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows- and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: Biblenews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint - heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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