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Visiting Israel Under Attack
The following report was
composed by Br. Kenneth
Rawson at our request. It
covers events during a
recent visit to Israel on
November 3-12, 2001. Ed.

With a last minute health
crisis on top of the terrorism
crisis in Israel, we could not
help but wonder whether
taking this trip would be
tempting the Lord. We took
the leap of faith. The Lord' s
confirmation came moments after we landed in
Israel. The long lines for
customs inspection would
have required several hours.
A man came up to us and
said, "You will not need to
go through customs, follow
me." He walked us past the customs and
security officers. In a few minutes we were in
the outer lobby of the airport.
With Br. Bill and Sr. Estelle Gill geared to
shoot video footage and Sr. Virginia, my
private nurse and secretary, we now walked
out of the airport confident that this trip was
the Lord's doing. The icing on the cake was
when Professor Herman Branover, a highly
esteemed Russian Refusenik and world renowned scientist, asked if he could accompany us on some meetings with government
officials. We were delighted! What prestige
this would add to our meetings. Here was a
devout Jew and Biblical Zionist who so
radiated the spirit of the Law that he was
esteemed in all segments of Israel. At the
meetings Prof. Branover attended he observed that "The video Israel : Appointment
With Destiny was the best video ever produced on Israel and the amazing aspect is, it
was produced by Christians."
In all our meetings with government officials we were impressed with their expressions of faith. We always explained the
Vatican's hidden agenda for Jerusalem and
the Evangelical's missionary agenda. The
Evangelicals are donating millions of dollars to Jewish and Israeli agencies for the
development of the Jewish state.
Mayor Olmert of Jerusalem was visibly
nervous during our discussion on the Vatican
and the Evangelicals, but we felt these were

Prof. Herman Branover with Br. Ken Rawson

points that had to be made. Olmert waxed
eloquent on the issue of Jerusalem. He said,
"God sealed the sovereignty of Jerusalem to
the Jewish people when he instructed
Abraham to offer up Isaac on Mt. Moriahthe future site of his Temple. Now that we are
in the time of redemption, God will never
permit its sovereignty to be taken from Israel." Olmert continued, "When Rabin compromised on Jerusalem, he was swept aside.
When Barak wanted to divide Jerusalem, he
was swept aside. If Sharon ever attempts to
divide Jerusalem, he also will be swept aside.
God gave Jerusalem—all of it—to the Jewish people. He will not permit it to be taken
from them." We were just delighted. Several
weeks after returning home I received a letter
from Mayor Olmert which expressed appreciation for our valuable discussion on various subjects. He also enclosed a strong letter
of commendation for the Israel : Appointment With Destiny video.

28th Annual I-0 Exclesias'
Convention July 25-28 to be
held again at Ohio Wesleyan
University in Delaware, Ohio.
For details see page 15.

We had an inspiring
meeting with Limor Livnat,
Minister of Education, and
a Likud Knesset Member
(MK). In the late 1990s, under the extreme left wing
government, a minority intellectual revisionist elite
gained control of the educational system. They believed in a multi-religious
state—not a Jewish state—
and began deleting Zionism from textbooks. Livnat
has changed that. Zionism
is back and she has introduced a course called "Jewish Values", which essentially is a study of the Jewish
religion. Limor Livnat said,
"God gave Israel this land
with Jerusalem as its capital. He promised it
would be ours forever." When we asked
about problems for which Israel had no solutions, her response was—"Miracles happen
in Israel. God eventually will provide a solution after we try everything possible."
Mayor Olmert and Limor Livnat are not
See Jerusalem page 6
Greetings in the Lord
At this time the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia has cause for both sadness
and gratitude because our Br. Allen Springer
has left the United States to live in Romania
to engage in full-time service.
One area among many in which his absence will be felt is in the production of the
Newsletter. His leadership and service have
been both reliable and invaluable.
It is the Ecclesia's intention to continue
to publish the Newsletter through the unified efforts of its members as well as the
assistance of brethren in other ecclesias. Of
course, this will only be possible by the
Lord's guidance and overruling providence.
The Ecclesia is grateful for the support
the Newsletter has received in many forms
from the brethren at large resulting in blessings to the brethren throughout the world.
We request that your prayers and cooperation will continue on our behalf.
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water...his leaf shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."

■ Sr. Dolores Forsythe (4840 Towne South Rd., St. Louis, MO

63128-2840) suffered a grand mal seizure and was hospitalized.
Although improving slowly under the care of a neurologist, her short
term memory is not yet up to par. Her husband Br. John is also seeing
the neurologist regarding tremors in his hands. They would both like
to express their appreciation for "the love and care of our heavenly
Father, our Lord and Savior and all the dear brethren who have sent
cards, e-mails, and for the telephone calls..."

Psalm 1:3

side, but can still hear and speak. He is slowly losing weight and
strength, and is declining in memory and cognition, but still has
periods of lucidity.
He benefits the most from visits, but can also talk on the phone
for short periods. Brethren wishing to visit are welcome, but are
encouraged to call in advance to schedule the time: (740) 323-1336.
Please call after 10:00 a.m. and before 9:00 p.m.
■ Br. Richard Hill (3773 Greenbrook Drive, Douglasville, GA

■ Sr. Peggy Snyder (11803 Windriver Circle, Houston, TX 77070.

E-mail: peggysnyder@msn.com) wants to thank the brethren for
their e-mails, cards and prayers on behalf of her father's illness. He
suffers with lymphatic leukemia and has recently been informed that
he is in the final stage. Please remember the family in prayer.

30135) suffered a mild heart attack January 18. Tests showed
minimal damage to the heart. A blockage in one artery was cleared
with the use of angioplasty and a stent. He is now on several
medications, some of which are temporary in duration. E-mail:
liftmineis@aol.com

■ Sr. Tasea Sciaslivaia (Grinauti-Raia, Edinett, Moldova. E-mail:
rolandosipov@yahoo.com) was hospitalized because of problems
with her heart and high blood pressure. The brethren have asked for
prayers on her behalf; the comforting messages already sent have
been very strengthening. Sr. Tasea is now with her daughter, and
would like to thank the brethren and send Philippians 1:8-11.

■ Sr. Rose Griehs slipped on the ice and fell as she was going into

■ Sr. Ruth McDonald (CNR Nursing Home, 520 Prospect Pl,

■ Br. Akira Yamano (16-2 Kizu Gosyo-Gaichi, Inagawa-Cho, 66602 Hyogo Pref., Japan. E-mail: akirat@pop16.odn.ne.jp) was
hospitalized for acute abdominal pain January 23 and was not
released until February 17. Surgery was performed to treat an
infection. Br. Akira is now feeling better and undergoing
rehabilitation therapy. He wishes to express his thanks for all the
prayers and words of encouragement received during his illness.

Brooklyn, NY 11238), suffered a stroke on January 28. She also had
pneumonia and was hospitalized. She is now doing better and is in
a nursing home. Sr. Ruth would continue to benefit by the prayers
and encouraging notes from the brethren.
■ Sr. Bertha Azzolina (2176 So. 71st St., West Allis, WI 53219)

has been experiencing health problems for some time. Her daughter
and son-in-law (Sr. Debi and Br. Jerry Moore) live upstairs in her
duplex. However, due to further health complications, they have
decided to move downstairs with Sr. Bertha to better attend to her
needs. This is a trying time for Sr. Bertha and the family. They need
the love, prayers, and encouragement of the brethren.
■ Sr. Cathy Fieros (150 Broad St., Matawan, NJ 07747) has not

been able to attend meetings and keenly misses the brethren. Being
confined to her house, she has 24 hour / 7 day care because of her
weakness. But Sr. Cathy who is a faithful "prayer warrior" herself,
appreciates especially the encouragement and prayers of the
brethren at this time.
■ Sr. Barbara Janczuk (49 Sheraton Crescent, Ferntree Gully,

Victoria 3156, Australia. E-mail: richard@ jaczuk.com) of the Polish
class in Melbourne, Australia went through surgery, chemotherapy
and finally radiotherapy and is doing well. The last MRI scan,
however, indicates a possible problem. The family would appreciate
the support of the brethren realizing, as her husband expressed it,
"nothing happens without our heavenly Father's knowledge and
consent."
■ Sr. Wilma Winterrowd (93 Kentwood Blvd., Brick, NJ 08724)

is isolated and unable to attend meetings, nevertheless, she greatly
rejoices to hear from the brethren by phone or mail. Sr. Wilma, who
is in her mid 90s, is an avid student of the Scriptures and dearly loves
Israel and prophecy.
■ Br. Owen Kindig (5589 Fairmont Rd., Newark, OH 43056-9273)

has been recovering from a massive stroke for just over a year. He is
at home under family care. He continues to be paralyzed on the left

the meeting. She broke her hip requiring a partial hip replacement.
She is now recuperating in a rehabilitation facility. The surgeon
expects a full recovery. For more information, brethren can contact
her son-in-law and daughter, Br. Ray and Sr. Virginia Lumley, 2531
Ashton Road, Jackson, MI 49202 Phone: (517) 782-7252.

■Br. Austin Williams (69-30 Manse St., Forest Hills, NY 11375) was
taken ill in February on a return trip from India and was hospitalized
in Frankfurt before continuing home. Upon arrival in New York, he
was admitted to Columbia Presbyterian Neurological Institute
where he underwent tests revealing a deadly virus in the brain.
Doctors gave him only two hours to live. After a series of operations
and procedures, the doctors were able to control the deadly virus. A
final prognosis will not be known for at least six months. He wishes
to thank all the brethren for their cards, expressions of love,
encouraging words and comforting scriptures.
■ Br. Dennis Stansberry (13377 North SR 9, Alexandria, IN 46001)

and his wife Darlene are grieved at the death on February 24, of their
39 year old daughter Penny Murphy from complications of an
unusual cancerlike disease. Brother Dennis has had his faith tried
during the 20 months of her illness and was a strong example of faith
and courage and love to his other children, his sons-in-law and
grandchildren. He often spoke to them of the kingdom promises and
this hope sustained Penny. She shared this with her own family. Br.
Dennis was comforted by the attendance of over 200 at the funeral
service given by Br. John Baker on the subject of the Divine Plan.
■ Sr. Dorothy McCasland (118 Deepwood Ave., Waterbury, CT
06708) is very frail, and has been in and out of the hospital several
times since Thanksgiving. In the most recent incident she fell and
broke her hip and shoulder. After hip replacement surgery she was
moved to a nursing home for recuperation. She will remain there for
approximately one month. She still has considerable discomfort
from her broken shoulder. The facility where she is residing
temporarily is the same one where her natural sister, Sr. Judy Moffat
is employed.
See Afflicted page 4
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Entered Into Rest
"To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna..."

■ Sr. Ruth Wolvin of the Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia died
January 11 in the nursing home where she had been residing for the
past two years. Sr. Ruth, who was baptized in the early 1960s, was
active in serving the brethren. She and her husband Br. Jack were
faithful in picking up brethren for Sunday and midweek meetings—
as well as often for travel to conventions. They graciously provided
their cottage next door for four young sisters who colporteured in
Trenton, NJ. Sr. Ruth will always be remembered as an eager student
of the Bible who hardly ever missed a meeting until confined by her
health.
■ Sr. Ruth Wilmott of the Ft. Worth (TX) Bible Students finished
her walk in the narrow way apparently of a heart attack on February
7. Sr. Ruth had been secretary of the Ft.
z
Worth Bible Students for more than 40
years and was faithful in doing the
typesetting for The Divine Plan Journal.
She also prepared the tapes for the
"Divine Plan" TV and radio programs,
and answered the phone and the mail
from listeners. In a recent testimony after
Sr. Ruth's death it was recalled that when
one of the brethren said, "The brethren are
not as zealous as they used to be," Sr. Ruth
responded, "I am only concerned
whether I am as zealous as I could be and
Sr. Ruth Wilmott
that I am giving all that I have..." Loyal
to the Harvest message as given by our returned Lord through the
ministry of Pastor Russell, Sr. Ruth had been consecrated for more
than 50 years. Her husband Br. George and son Br. David (5008
Northfork Rd., Ft. Worth, TX 76119), will greatly miss their sister
in the Lord. "Thou knowest well, the time thy God appoints for thee
is best. The morning star already shines; the glow is in the east."
■ Sr. Edith Walker of the Seattle (WA) Bible Students since the
mid-1940s finished her course on January 6. Sr. Edith, who served
as class treasurer for many years, loved to attend conventions and be
with the brethren. She was confined to a nursing home for about nine
or ten years, but now hopefully is with the brethren "within the veil."

Revelation 2:17

■ Sr. Bertha Limper entered into rest on January 6, at the age of
98. She regularly attended the New York class with her husband Br.
Ernest. After his death she moved to the Bible Students Retirement
Center in November 1985. In recent years strokes restricted her
abilities and it became necessary for her to have in-home care. This
was continued until last June when Sr. Bertha went into a care
facility.
Sr. Bertha loved to sing hymns and when her health was declining
several of the residents would sing with her. A memorial service was
conducted by Br. Carlton Chandler at the Retirement Center.
Attendees included care givers who had worked for Sr. Bertha there.
Their testimonies were touching when they referred to the influence
she had been on them and the peace they felt when coming to the
Center.
■ Sr. Louise Tornquist died on March 3 after an extended illness.
Most recently she had been hospitalized with pneumonia. She is
survived by her husband Br. August (125 Barclay Ave., Staten
Island, NY 10312. E-mail: augtorn@aol.com), two daughters, Sr.
Heidi Allen and Valerie Brasch, and a
son, Douglas. Brs. Leo Post and Kenneth –
Rawson gave the funeral witness.
■Sr. Sylvia Malcolm of the Milwaukee,
WI class died on March 2. Born in August
of 1907, Sr. Sylvia was the oldest member
of the ecclesia. She had been in the Truth
since her youth. She was preceded in
death by her husband Br. Earl Malcolm,
who served as an elder for many years in
the Milwaukee class. Sr. Sylvia is
survived by five sons. The funeral service
was given by Br. George Kuzmin, an elder
of the Milwaukee Ecclesia.

Sr. Sylvia Malcolm

■ Br. David Ott, a life-long member of the Los Angeles (CA)
Ecclesia died Feburary 17 at the age of 80. He had been in a longterm care facility until recently when acute breathing problems
required him to be hospitalized. Br. David was an architectural
designer during his working life and produced numerous posters
with Scripture texts used at the Los Angeles and other conventions.
Some of these posters are now on display at the Retirement Center
in Fairview, Oregon. Br. David also designed a modern concept of
the cross-and-crown used by many ecclesias on their programs and
literature. The funeral service was conducted by Br. Stephen
Mengos of Phoenix.

■Br. Gilbert Rice died on March 11 at the age of 78 after suffering
two heart attacks within a week. Br. Gilbert had suffered a stroke
previously which left him without the ability to speak. He continued
to attend meetings, even after the first heart attack.
At times in the early years, with young mouths to feed but no
regular position, and essentially penniless, the skills he learned at
The Dawn allowed him to find day by day employment at a
newspaper. Later his own industry prospered, and as the years passed
the resources this generated allowed him to devote himself wholly
to the Lord's work. In 1994, on one of his extensive trips through
Africa, he suffered a heart attack which led to major surgery. But his
focus, and his labors, remained constant. The spiritual interests were
the consuming force of his life. He was consecrated for 66 years.
He is survived by his wife Sr. Marjorie (4005 Olympic St., San
Diego, CA 92115), three sons, Brs. David, Daniel and Robin, two
daughters, Sr. Kathy and Sr. Sharon Whittaker.

■ Br. Ray Rawson of Spring Hill, Florida finished his consecrated
walk of 63 years on February 25. He sustained a massive stroke the
previous Friday night and lingered in a coma until his death.
Br. Ray enjoyed the blessings of the narrow way since 1938. His
consecration ideal was not to aspire to great services but to be faithful
in all the little affairs of daily life. It was here that he believed
Christian character was developed.
He is survived by his wife Sr. Sophie (2102 Laredo Ave., Spring
Hill, FL 34608), a son Br. Douglas of San Jose, CA, a sister Arlyne
and a brother Br. Kenneth.

■ Sr. Nellie Gondek 91, of the Prince Albert (SK) Berean Bible
Students finished her consecrated walk of over 50 years February 15.
Her parents were dissatisfied Catholics. When they read The Divine
Plan of the Ages it satisfied their longings as nothing else could do.
They passed their faith on to their children, four of the eleven
consecrating. Sister Nellie leaves behind a daughter Sr. Irene Gerner
(Box 1312, Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, S6V 5S8), 4 sons, 12
grandchildren, 6 great-grandchildren, a sister Sr. Mary Zembik and
a brother Br. Mike Rybka. Br. Adam Siwak gave the funeral witness
See Deaths page 9
with over 150 in attendance.
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Afflicted From page 2
■ Sr. Judy Moffat (90 Clark Rd., Naugatuck, CT 06770) suffered
a fractured back while assisting Sr. Dorothy McCasland after a fall.
She is still able to attend studies and work but is in much pain. She
would appreciate the prayers of the brethren.
■ Sr. Andrea Schroeder (14821 SE Oatfield Rd., Milwaukie, OR
97267. E-mail: walan144@ aol.com), wife of Br. Walter, Elder in the
Portland Area Bible Students, was admitted to the hospital on
February 23 with a life-threatening blood clot in the right Lung. She
is now at home and doing much better with the help of medication.
■Sr. Rachel K. Alexander (7730 Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH
43054. E-mail: rkalex @aol.com) had quintuple bypass surgery on
March 3. Everything went well and she is recovering nicely. She was
thankful that all of her children were able to be with her before and
after the surgery. The Lord's providence was manifest in many
details of the experience.
■ Br. Larry Davis (679 S. Reed Ct., Suite 4-508, Lakewood, CO
80226) recently suffered the loss of his mother Merry Bachman. She
was raised in the Truth and though not consecrated had a very strong
faith and looked forward to the earthly Kingdom. Br. Larry was able
to speak with her about the Kingdom shortly before her death. His
mother requested that he give her funeral witness.
■ Br. Vitalis Obi of Nigeria has now returned home. He wishes to
express his thanks to all the brethren for their thoughts and prayers
during the recent difficult experiences shared by his family. [See
Winter issue.]
■Sr. Erna Elias (317 Pearl, Charlotte, MI 48813) wishes to express
her gratitude to the brethren for all the love showered upon her by
means of the many beautiful cards, letters of encouragement and
prayers on her behalf during her recent experience. [See Winter
issue.]
■Sr. Sophie Sochacki (15000 Bainbridghe St., Livonia, MI 48154)
continues to improve after suffering a stroke earlier this year. She is
home and is being assisted in her recovery by Sr. Ioana loan from
Romania. Sr. Ioana is the mother of Sr. Lili Crisan.
■ Sr. Mertie Lipscomb (RR 2, Box 42-M, Concord, VA 24528)
broke her shoulder on March 15 as the result of a fall. The following
day, at home, an oxygen tube became disconnected and she suffered
a slight heart attack. After several days in the hospital she was moved
to a nursing home where she is now recovering.
■ Sr. Luela Harp (2603 Lincoln Dr., Clarksville, IN 47129)
suffered a broken hip this past winter. She was found by Sr. Mary
Butler Longest when she stopped to pick her up for Sunday meeting.
Sr. Harp sent Sr. Longest to a neighbor who had a key to the house.
Sr. Harp is recuperating in a nursing home in Columbus, Indiana
under the care of her granddaughter Sr. Susan Shultz where
correspondence may be sent (1754 27th St., Columbus, IN 47201).
■Sr. Bertha Howell (6210 34th Ave. NW, Seattle, WA 98107) has
been diagnosed with breast cancer. She does not get out to
conventions other than her own at Labor Day. She was in the hospital
a little over a year ago with a fairly routine surgery but there were
complications—she was near death and ended up being in the
hospital for 30 days. Sr. Bertha was scheduled for surgery on April
10, to be followed by several weeks of radiation. Her faith is strong.
She requests the prayers of the brethren.

■Br. Claude Surber (90 Old Stilesville Road North, Eubank, KY
42567. Phone: (606) 423-2734) just lost his wife, Evelyn, on March
16 after a long illness. She was not in the Truth but always supported
him. They had been married around 60 years. Br. Surber is failing in
health as well, having been diagnosed with cancer. He is isolated,
being three hours from any class, lives alone, and would surely
appreciate encouragement from the brethren.
■Sr. Ruth Snyder (P. O. Box 73614, Davis CA 95617-3614) writes:
"I want very much to thank you all for your prayers, cards, and notes
since my fall in January, when I broke my arm. I spent time in Skilled
Nursing, then still in a sling and pretty immobile. By March I have
been able to use my right hand to write again. Your prayers, and
God's grace have sustained me in all the trials that followed.
Apparently my ribs were broken and my right side is not normal yet,
and there are back spasms on the left side, so I have been pretty
immobile the last few days...Much love and thank you for your
prayers that sustained me."
■ Sr. Marguerite Rosswick (1201 E. Cooke Rd., Columbus, OH
43224) tripped over a parking block at a shopping mall on March
6 and fractured the bone in her upper left arm. A cast was not required
and she has limited use of her arm as it heals. Adding to her
discomfort, she has suffered an outbreak of shingles on her left leg.
The prayers of the brethren are appreciated, and she is thankful to the
Lord that the injury was not more serious.
■ Br. Marion Schrock has moved to another facility. His new
address is: Dixon Health Care Center, 135 Reichart Ave.,
Wintersville, OH 43953. Phone: (740) 264-1155.
■ Sr. Anastasia Sheppelbaum (3745 W. Valley Blvd., Space #44,
Walnut, CA 91789) suffered a mini-stroke to the left side of her body
on Friday, February 16. The next day it was difficult to hold anything
in her left hand for very long and her left foot dragged a bit.
On Sunday Sr. Anastasia was taken to urgent care. There she was
given a prescription for medication to discourage the formation of
clots. She is now continuing treatment under the care of her own
doctor.
It is a difficult situation for them to adjust to, but Br. Albert is
holding up well and is especially attentive to her needs. They
appreciate the encouragement of the brethren and request your
prayers.
■ Br. Dan and Sr. Linda Larson (5445 W. 149th St., Oak Forest,
IL 60452) request prayers for their daughter, Sr. Bethany, whose
daughter, Jessica Hollingsworth, will undergo spinal fusion surgery
on April 16. They have seen the Lord's overruling in every step of
her condition. She will be in the hospital for a minimum of seven days
and will be unable to return to full activity for six months to a year.
They are comforted to know the brethren are keeping them in prayer.
■Br. Don Canell (1812 N. 189th St., Shoreline, WA 98133. Phone:
(206)533-1470) moved into an adult family home on April 1. He had
been confined to a nursing home.
■ Sr. Edith Nolen (Life Care Center, 4041 S. Popular, Room 205,
Casper, Wyoming 82601) 92, fell at home in mid-March, hitting her
head. She was taken to a hospital and then moved to a care center with
congestive heart failure. She would appreciate messages of
encouragement. ❑
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Police Fail to Stop Misson to Siberia
The following report is from Br. Vasea
Neagu of Moldova. He recently visited the
brethren in Siberia. Ed.

The trip to Siberia lasted two weeks and
was full of joy and sorrow but little in comparison with those of the Apostle Paul. We
left on January 14 in the evening and arrived
in Moscow on the 16th at 5 a.m. There we
bought train tickets for the trip to Siberia and
back to Moldova. We had to change train
stations, and at the next station some policemen stopped us at the entrance and asked for
passports. When they saw that we were strangers they rejoiced. They said that we did not
have visas, imigration cards, and something
else, and we had to go with them to the police
station to see their boss and pay a fine. But
we said that when we crossed the border the
police told us that everything was in order.
Then they said that we were too smart and
that a car would come and we would have to
go with them to see the boss. They were very
drunk and I said I wanted to go to the toilet—

I thought I might find some policemen who
were not drunk—but they did not let me go.
Then after a few moments a well-dressed man
came near and asked us why the police had
stopped us. After we explained to him what
happened he said that we were free to go and
he admonished those policemen who
stopped us. Maybe they were from the Mafia
which control the market in front of the train
station.
On the train it was very interesting; we did
find people who listened and rejoiced but
they said that is hard to go against the current
of the water, i.e., against the way of the world.
Others who were without hope said that they
do not believe either in God or in Satan: "We
will believe when we will see."
We arrived at the sisters Sunday, January
20 at 4:30 a.m. and two sisters met us at the
train station. We had meetings every day
during day time and in the evening we had
private discussions. They are studying Volume III, Chapter VI, "The Work of the Har-

vest." We were glad to be able to study with
them and did participate in the study. I
presented two subjects, one from Matthew
6:33, "Look first for the Kingdom of God"
and one from Hebrews 11:40, "God has something better for us that they do not reach
perfection without us."
The sisters have the Manna and Volumes
I, II and III in Russian. I brought Volume VI
without the last two chapters which are still
being translated. However it is hard because
they do not have an elder. They asked when
would Brs. Allen Springer and Jerry Leslie
come. We said they would come in the summer. They had a funeral just before we came,
a sister had died and they said it was very
hard for them but they did sing, and did the
best they could. We also visited three sisters,
two of whom cannot come to the meetings.
We stayed from Sunday until Saturday
evening. It was a great blessing for us and for
those that we were able to meet. U

Antarctic Ice Shelf Collapses With Surprising Speed
The following article from The Associated
Press is yet another confirmation of the
principles set forth in The New Creation and
The Photodrama of Creation regarding the
polar ice caps. Bible Students have always
held that the ice caps would eventually melt.
Ed.
An enormous floating ice shelf in Antarctica that has existed since the last Ice Age
12,000 years ago collapsed this month with
staggering speed during one of the warmest
summers on record there, scientists say.
Scientists stopped short of blaming the
collapse on global warming caused by human activity. But they noted that the ice
shelf had persisted through previous climate
changes well before civilization began altering the environment.
"It's a profound event," said geologist
Christina Hulbe of Portland State University. "This ice shelf has endured many climate oscillations over many thousands of
years. Now it's gone."
Satellite images show that a piece of the
Larsen Ice Shelf collapsed during a fiveweek period that ended March 7. It splintered into a plume of drifting icebergs.
The piece of ice that broke off was designated Larsen B, and was 650 feet thick with
a surface area of 1,250 square miles, or about
the size of Rhode Island.
The Ice Shelf is on the Antarctic Peninsula and extends about 1,000 miles closer to

the tip of South America than the rest of the
Antarctic continent.
In recent months, with the polar summer
just beginning, temperatures were already
creeping above freezing in the peninsula
region. Scientists said there has also been a
50-year warming trend in the peninsula,
which is considered a sensitive, early indicator of global climate change.
"We're seeing a very rapid and profound
response by the ice sheet to a warming that's
been around for just a few decades," said Ted
Scambos of the National Snow and Ice Data
Center at the University of Colorado.
Scambos was one of three U.S. researchers
monitoring the Larsen Ice Sheet by satellite.
"We can use this as sort of a guide for
what's going to happen if the rest of the
Antarctic should begin to warm because of
climate change," he said.
The Larsen Ice Shelf has been under careful observation since 1995, when its northernmost sector, known as Larsen A, collapsed in a similarly dramatic event.
The entire Larsen Ice Shelf now is about
40 percent of its original size.
"We knew what was left would collapse
eventually, but the speed of it is staggering,"
said David Vaughan, a glaciologist at the
British Antarctic Survey. "Hard to believe
that 500 million billion tons of ice sheet has
disintegrated in less than a month."
Previous measurements showed the Ant-

arctic Peninsula has warmed an average of
more than 4 degrees Fahrenheit during the
past half-century, a rate that is as much as five
times faster than the global average.
But the overall climate picture in Antarctica is anything but consistent. In fact, glaciers elsewhere on the continent are both
thickening and thinning as temperatures
show conflicting climate trends.
In 1995, when Larsen A broke off, the
summer melt had persisted for 80 days, about
20 days longer than average.
As for Larsen B, satellite images show
that virtual ponds of melted water were forming atop the ice in recent months. Later
images showed the water was seeping into
the ice sheet's interior, accelerating its demise.
The next portion of the ice shelf is known
as Larsen C. It is losing stability and could
suffer the same fate in the coming years if the
warming trend continues, researchers said.
And even larger ice shelves elsewhere on
the continent's coastline may be just a few
summertime degrees away from the same
fate.
"Other ice shelves are closer to the breaking point than we previously thought,"
Scambos said. "Breakups in some other areas, such as the Ross Ice Shelf, could lead to
increases in ice flow off the Antarctic and
cause sea level to rise." ❑
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Jerusalem From page 1
Orthodox, yet they are Biblical Zionists. We
also met with MK Shaul Yahalom of the
National Religious Party, an Orthodox Biblical Zionist party. Much the same areas were
covered as with Olmert and Livnat. We had
a meeting with MK Yuri Stern of the right
wing Russian immigrant party. He said a TV
channel for a Russian speaking audience
would be started and offered to arrange for
our Russian version of Israel : Appointment

an Absorption Center where a unique pilot
project of absorbing youth immigrants is
succeeding.
We have kept in contact over the years
with Rabbi Riskin, Chief Rabbi of Efrat and
head of Ohr Torah Institutions worldwide,
regarding all aspects—ads, booklets, and
Israel videos—of Bible Students global outreach to Jews and Gentiles. Rabbi Riskin
said, "This work is sanctifying God's Name."
He will use our Russian and Spanish videos

Knesset member Limor Livnat with Br. Ken Rawson

With Destiny to be viewed. Of course, we
were thrilled.
Bobby Brown, senior advisor in the Jewish Agency—a semi-governmental agency
that plans all Jewish immigration and absorption into Israeli society—urged us to be
active with the Jews in Russia, South America
and South Africa. Bobby has been a close
friend over the years. While a member of
former Prime Minister Netanyahu' s cabinet,
Bobby spoke to our last mission group at a
Knesset reception. Of course Br. Bill videotaped our meeting. When I asked if
Netanyahu was planning a comeback, Bobby
said, "Turn off the recording," then gave
some interesting insights on Israel's future.
Bobby arranged a private tour for us in the
City of David, the original Jerusalem conquered by King David. Jews now own over
60% of the City of David. The archeological
digs there are breathtaking. Digs have expanded way beyond Hezekiah's (water)
Tunnel and Warren's Shaft. We were the first
non-workers to walk through Solomon's
(water) Tunnel, view the "upper pool" (2
Kings 18:17; Isaiah 7:3; 36:1), see a newly
uncovered section of Hezekiah's Wall, also
Manasseh's Wall and the recycling "ditch
between two walls for the water of the old
pool." (Isaiah 22: 1 1 ) All of these are a wonderful confirmation of the inspiration of the
Bible and proof of Jewish roots in Jerusalem
nearly 1500 years before the temporary Arab
conquest. Bobby also arranged for a tour of

throughout the Arab World to finance the
transforming of the whole Temple Mount
into a center of Muslim worship. They constructed the largest mosque in the world in
the lower level of the Mount—the so-called
Solomon's Stables. According to Dr. Mazar,
huge storage areas are being built for holy
water from the sacred Zamzam River in Mecca
when East Jerusalem becomes part of the
Palestinian state.
We were impressed with a tour of the work

Jerusalem Mayor Olmert with Br. Ken Rawson

in his Ohr Torah Institutions. Solly Sacks,
Director of the Religious Zionist Organization of the World, suggested we make contact with their growing Orthodox community in South Africa.

The Temple Mount
Arafat is out to destroy all evidence that the
Temple Mount was the site of the First and
Second Temples. We had a meeting with Dr.
Eliat Mazar, a leading archaeologist on
Jerusalem. With huge aerial photographs
she showed us proof that the PLO is secretly
digging out tons of earth from the Temple
Mount to destroy evidence that the First and
Second Jewish Temples were once at that
site. In the process, they have inflicted
serious damage to the Southern Wall. Of
course this propaganda is all a part of the
PLO's attempt to discredit Israel's right to
East Jerusalem, which is the Biblical
Jerusalem.
For further evidence of the Temple Mount
destruction, we met with Rabbi Richman of
the Temple Institute. Rabbi Richman showed
us a video he produced to publicize this
destruction. Palestinians dug and dumped
over 11,500 tons of Temple Mount fill into
the Kidron Valley. Dr. Gabi Barkai, a noted
archeologist, is filmed as he picked from the
surface of this dump First and Second Temple
artifacts without having to even dig below
the surface.
Fund raising drives are being conducted

of Beit Orot, a Biblical Zionist (Orthodox)
organization headed by Knesset member
Rabbi Benny Elon and Hanan Porat who
addressed our mission group in 1996. They
are reclaiming and rebuilding previously
owned Jewish property to construct a ring of
Jewishness around East Jerusalem in order to
prevent Palestinian communities from touching East Jerusalem.
A vital part of this ring is the Jewish Jerusalem suburb of Gilo, which is constantly assaulted by Palestinian gunfire from across a
narrow ravine. We walked in the very area
where bullets were flying the day before. We
viewed the bullet holes in the apartments with
sand bags lining the windows.
While driving in the center of Jerusalem,
a police car whizzed by blocking the next
intersection where a policeman with a
bullhorn jumped out of his car announcing
an unidentified object spotted in the area. Of
course, Br. Bill quickly turned around into
a parking place, grabbed his video camera
and ran to catch the action on film.
In spite of the terrorism, we thank the Lord
we were able to speak comfort and Truth to
Israeli leaders and take video footage of
Bible prophecies being fulfilled.

Br. Bill and Sr. Estelle Gill will be
producing a new video—Jerusalem
Indivisible—from footage they shot during
this visit with Br. Ken. More details will be
forthcoming in a future issue. Ed. ❑

7

The World Scene at Pastor Russell's Birth
Charles Taze Russell was born February 16,
1852 in Allegheny, Pennsylvania. Millard
Fillmore was President of the United States,
which consisted of 31 states at the time. It
was only nine years before the Civil War and
a huge area of America was still unexplored
wilderness. Yosemite Valley had just been
discovered in 1851 and the Mormons
founded Salt Lake City in 1847. America
had just fulfilled its "manifest destiny" in
the 1840s with the British concession of the
Oregon territory and the conquest of
California and the American Southwest in
the Mexican-American War. However,
thirty-eight years would pass before the
American frontier would close with the
subjugation of the last Native American
tribes.
The mid-1800s were a time of great
progress. America and England were in the
midst of the Industrial Revolution. The
railroad was the best mode of transportation,
but the intercontinental railroad had not yet
been completed. Many inventions in travel
and farming had improved the life of Americans, but many more inventions lay ahead—
the light bulb, the automobile, the telephone, to name just a few. The telegraph and
Morse code were recent inventions, but the
Pony Express was still in operation carrying
mail through the American West. Flash
photography was invented in 1851 and anesthetics were just beginning to be used in
hospitals. Medicine and hygiene were still
very primitive. However, travel by rail and
other modern inventions would play an
important part in Br. Russell's ministry to
brethren in America. With the Photodrama
production late in his life, Br. Russell would
serve as one of America's pioneers in moviemaking.

The mid-1800s were a time of great controversy. The United States was deeply divided over the issue of slavery. Harriet
Tubman published "Uncle Tom's Cabin" in
1852. Its depiction of the horrors of slavery
fueled the abolitionists' zeal to end slavery.
Political compromises between North and
South only hardened the resolve of the abolitionists and the advocates of slavery to
confront and resolve the issue to their own
satisfaction. The Republican Party was
founded in 1854 with an anti-slavery platform. Br. Russell was too young to participate in the Civil War, being just nine years
old at the beginning of the conflict and
thirteen when Abraham Lincoln was assassinated at its conclusion. Lincoln's Second
Inaugural Address included his belief that
the Civil War was a divine retribution and
cleansing of the nation for the sin of slavery.
This acknowledgement presaged the sounding of the jubilee trumpet and Br. Russell's
ministry.
The 1800s were a time of great religious
ferment and investigation. The expectations
of the Second Adventists that Christ would
return in 1844 caused a widespread revival
in America. Their disappointment in 1844
brought widespread disfavor on the study of
time prophecy. Yet it was Adventist teachings that were a powerful influence on the
young Charles Russell, restoring his belief
in God and the Scriptures. Though imperfect, their teachings encouraged his reverent
study of the Scriptures, leading to his understanding and communication of Present
Truth in the Harvest. This strong scriptural
foundation was very important, because
many no-ransom theories had their roots in
the mid-1800s. Just seven years after Br.
Russell's birth, Darwin issues his treatise on

evolution, "On the Origin of the Species".
Sigmund Freud, Robert Ingersoll, Mary
Baker Eddy and Madame Blavatsky were all
contemporaries of Br. Russell.
Vast numbers of immigrants came to the
New World from the Old in the 1800s. The
British Empire, under Queen Victoria, was at
its height, with a realm that spanned the
oceans and on which the sun never set.
Except for the United States almost all other
countries then lived under the rule of a
monarch. Church and state union was the
norm rather than the exception in the nations
of the world. 1848 was a year of tremendous
revolution across Europe as the ideals of the
French Revolution resurfaced in country
after country. This was the same year that
Marx and Engels wrote their Communist
Manifesto. America, seen by many as the
land of the free, gave hope to the downtrodden masses who came in droves. Many of
these immigrants heard the Truth in America
whereas they might not have heard the good
news in their homeland. Br. Russell used
several immigrants to translate the Harvest
message into the tongues of the world and to
return and preach the Truth in their home
countries.
Br. Russell's contemporaries included
Theodore Roosevelt who would warn in
1912 that the nations were headed to Armageddon; inventors Thomas Edison and
Alexander Graham Bell; painters Monet
and Van Gogh; John Dewey, father of American education; Pius IX, the Pope who convened Vatican I which declared the Pope to
be infallible, and Francis Joseph, William
III, and Nicholas II, the divine right monarchs who would lose their thrones in World
War I. ❑

World News Briefs
■ Iran and the Palestinian Authority have forged a terror alliance
according to American and Israeli security operatives. Israel's
capture of the Karine A, loaded with 50 tons of weapons shipped from
Iran, is the most vivid evidence of the new link. Palestinian terrorists
are training with Hezbollah, the Iran-financed terrorist organization
located in Lebanon. Instead of sealing the Afghan border, Iran
admitted Al-Qaida fighters and sent many to the West Bank to attack
Israel. New York Times—March 24, 2002
■ Globalization, the integration of world economies and capital,
benefited world trade during the 1990s, doubling to more than $6.4
trillion. Since the downturn of the world economy, collapse of
Argentina, and September 11, globalization is meeting its severest
test, with the world entering a new stage of economic and political
instability. Klaus Schwab, World Economic Forum President, sums
up the current situation in one word, "fragility". U.S. News and
World Report—February 11, 2002

■ The European Union convened a "Convention for the Future of
Europe" on February 27. Delegates from 28 member and candidate
countries will meet over the next year to determine how EU institutions
will supersede national institutions to form a more integrated Europe.
Some liken the proceedings to the U.S. Constitutional Convention of
1787. World Press Review—March 20, 2002
■ Russia has rapidly become the world's largest oil producer and
exporter, outpacing Saudi Arabia. Further development of Russia's
potential depends on economic and scientific support from the
West. Increased Russian production, along with the depressed world
economy and decreased air travel, caused the plunge in oil prices
after September 11. American policymakers note that economics is
now the "driving force" bringing American and Russian interests
together on Afghanistan and terrorism. U.S. News and World
Report—February 11, 2002
See World page 14
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Serving Our Brethren
"Glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good..." Romans 2:10

Websites Serve Brethren
The Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio are the new sponsors of two websites
announced in the Fall issue.
The HarvestAudio.com website allows
brethren all over the globe to listen to reprint
articles via the Internet. Currently there are
almost 700 audio reprint articles available
from 1912-1916. More will be added as they
become available. The Volumes are scheduled to be on the site by the end of the year.
The HarvestTruth.com website offers the
Reprints, Volumes, etc., in a searchable web
interface. Complex word searches can be
performed with almost instantaneous results.
After finding desired references, brethren are
able to view entire articles and attach personal notes to each paragraph, if desired. The
site will be continually upgraded and enhanced based on the brethren's feedback.

New Secretary:
Miami Valley Bible Students

Mrs. John Nichols
3096 Hillside Avenue
Kettering, OH 45429
E-mail: djlmnichols@netzero.net

Change of Address:
North Saskatchewan Bible Students

P.O. Box 2373 Station Main
Prince Albert, SK S6V 6Z1
Canada

Berean Questions on E-mail
and CD-ROM
One of the favorite resources of Bible
students has been the Berean Questions
which accompany the Volumes—used as
study guides either individually or in
classes. These have been available in the
past, and may be currently, but they have not
been found after a search of current
resources. Therefore, they have all been
scanned into a database and are available to
any who so request—either as a Large
"zipped" file as an e-mail attachment, or on
CD-ROM. If a "zipped" file is requested, it
would be sent as six files (one per volume).
If a CD-ROM is requested, please include a
mailing address with your request. E-mail:
dorscrosby @aol.com or by regular mail
from: Dale Crosby, 1996 Hoyt St.,
Lakewood, CO 80215-2974.

A Witnessing Suggestion
Sr. Rose Knockaert (251 Valley Way,
Woodland, WA 98674) informs us of this
method of witnessing: "Lately I have been
receiving on my e-mail, from strangers,
things that are similar to a chain letter. I reply
by sending them that lovely paragraph that
begins 'Close your eyes fora moment...' I do
not come in contact with the public very
often as I do not go out very much, but I
thought this is one small way I can
contribute some Truth to those in the world.
Maybe others can do the same."

Christian Questions on Tape
More than fifty Christian Questions radio
programs are now available in a convenient
half-hour format on audio tape. There are
two programs per tape. These shortened
versions are ideal for a radio witness effort on
local radio stations. Each program allows for
a two minute break midway through the
dialogue in which a commercial may be
inserted, if so desired.
The brethren are also offering to produce
the commercials for those interested, in which
booklets of the sponsor's choosing would be
offered to listeners.
Topical outlines for each of the regular
weekly programs are available on request for
those ordering tapes for personal use or for a
group study or witness effort.
Anyone interested in pursuing this radio
witness in their area should contact:
info @christianquestions.net or via regular
mail: c/o Rick Suraci, 171 Johnson Road,
New Haven, CT 06518.

Spanish Chart of the Ages
A Spanish version of the Chart of the Ages is
available from the New Albany Bible
Students Ecclesia. Price is $13.40 each, with
shipping added. Address inquiries to the
Secretary: Mark Moody, 4512 Hopewell
Road, Jeffersontown, KY 40299-5018.
Phone: (502) 267-9843. E-mail: jmmmem @ att. net

The Divine Plan Foundation

Romania-Moldova Fund

As long as funds are available, the Divine Plan Foundation will
endeavor to support ecclesia projects in harmony with Present Truth.
We thank the brethren who have provided these funds for they
enable ecclesias to engage in greater activities in the Harvest work.
Any brethren seeking financial assistance for Harvest work projects,
or wishing to contribute to the Foundation may write: Divine Plan
Foundation, P. 0. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086-0813.

The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia administers this fund
which provides humanitarian aid, computer equipment, supplies
and a variety of other services to brethren in Moldova and Romania.
The amount distributed for humanitarian aid increased again in
2001 to $28,000.

FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1 - December 31, 2001
Beginning balance at 01/01/2001
Income from donations and interest
Grants and other expenses
Ending balance at 12/31/2001

$14,772.46
976.89
3,560.00
12,189.35

FINANCIAL REPORT
December 1, 2000 - November 30, 2001
Beginning balance at 12/01/2000

$9,291.37

Deposits

22 914.00

Withdrawals
Humanitarian Aid
Wire transfer charges
Computer repair
Ending balance at 11/30/2001

28,330.00
$28,000.00
80.00
250.00
$3,875.37
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Bible Students Newsletter: The Year in Review
There are many brethren throughout the world involved in the
production of the Newsletter. We wish to thank all who contribute
to this endeavor in any way. Brethren both in this and other ecclesias
provide valuable assistance in the reporting of news, gathering of
news and production of each issue. We especially thank those who
read its pages and support it in various ways. We marvel how the Lord
has blessed, and continues to bless, this effort. As always, our chief
thanks and praise go to "God from whom all blessings flow."
The Newsletter is a unique publication in the Truth movement.
It has been our privilege to keep the brethren informed of the welfare
of their brethren throughout the world, to report on witness activities
here and abroad and to acquaint the brethren with the international
scene.
The hand of the Lord has been manifest in the production of each
issue. There has never been a lack of news, though, many times,
delays have presented a test of patience and faith. We are often left
to wait and wonder at the Lord's overruling. We ask a continued

interest in the prayers of all the brethren that we may be faithful in
fulfilling this sacred trust committed to our hands.

Financial Report 2001
Funds at January 1, 2001

11,295.85

Income

Contributions
Interest

5,276.80
412.24

5,689.04
16,984.89

Expenses

Printing
Postage
Supplies/Misc.

3,942.00
3,334.49
567.20

Balance at December 31, 2001

7,843.69
9,141.20

Bible Students Aid Foundation
Trustees' Annual Report
Through the medium of the extraordinary events of 2001, the Lord
permitted the world to face challenges and circumstances at least in
some ways never before witnessed. Undoubtedly the Lord, who is
too wise to err, saw that the world needed yet more face-to-face
experiential lessons with the exceeding sinfulness of sin. Although
our hearts were lifted as we witnessed many acts of kindness, bravery,
generosity and compassion shown toward those who suffered most,
nearly all seemed to look upon the unprecedented world events with
dread, fear and trepidation.
Similar to the world, the Lord permitted the Foundation to face
some unprecedented circumstances and challenges in 2001. Never
in our fourteen and one-half year history have we received requests
for a greater amount of aid than we did in 2001. In sharp contrast to
the world, however, by his grace we faced our challenges not with
fear and trepidation, but with every confidence in his promise that
all things work together for good. Although we were not able to give
all the aid requested, we are happy to report that every member of our
fellowship needing and requesting aid did receive a meaningful
amount of financial assistance. For this we bow down and thank the
Father of mercies and all those who made the grants of aid possible.
2 Cor. 1:3

We are glad to remind the brethren that official applications for
aid are readily available at many convention booktables and may
also be obtained from the Foundation's liaison, New Albany—
Louisville Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 197, New Albany,
Indiana 47151-0197). Also, if you have received aid, please
promptly send an acknowledgement letter to our bank (Bible
Students Aid Foundation, Charitable and Endowment Management
Services, PNC Bank, Kentucky, Inc., Louisville, Kentucky 40296;
Telefax 502-581-7167). This is the only effective way for us to know
that the aid was actually received.
Please pray for us and for the kingdom that it might be fully
established and that earth's night of sin may soon be but an
invaluable and eternal memory. Rev. 19:1-3

Deaths From page 3

■ Sr. Vera Robins died on January 23 at

■ Sr. Elizabeth (Betty) Young, from Bakersfield, CA, finished her
course March 15. She was attending a Los Angeles quarterly
convention on January 27 and became ill with a serious infection.
Doctors removed her gall bladder and subsequently she slid into a
semi-comatose state. She was moved to a nursing home but never
improved.
Sr. Betty was the great niece of Sr. Whitehouse who worked with
Br. Russell back in the 1890s. She consecrated around 1938. Sr.
Betty's wonderful spirit and expressions of love and joy at testimony
meetings will be missed. Also missed by many will be her faithful
remembrance of them in the form of birthday cards and messages of
encouragement to the sick and isolated.

FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1 - December 31, 2001
Total grants given to brethren in need
Contributions to the Foundation

the age of 73 after a lengthy illness. She
and her husband Br. Chris received the
Truth during a visit from Br. Will Fox in
the 1950s. They began attending studies
with the brethren where they met two old
friends. All four were immersed together
a short time later. Br. Chris provided
loving care to Sr. Vera during the 16 years
of her illness. She is survived by her
husband of 54 years Br. Chris, (58
Freedom Ave., Yeovil, Som., BA20 3JN,
England), an adopted daughter Jennifer,
and a sister Sr. Mary West. ❑

$58,939.51
$3,324.00

Sr. Vera Robins
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Our Brethren Speak
"Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart."

Testimonies at Connellsville, Pennsylvania, October 28
"My Times are in Thy Hands"
Sr. Cindy Baertson, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia

"This has been quite the year for health experiences. In January, I
sprained my back, and some may remember that at the Central Ohio
Convention in February, I was in a lawn chair with two crutches.
Back sprains do not heal quickly. In August, our class had their
witnessing effort at the Michigan State Fair, and I was concerned
because standing or sitting too long would aggravate my back. I kept
praying about it, so I worked one shift, and sure enough, I hurt my
back again. I was on my way to the chiropractor when a lady ran a
red light and I hit her at 40 mph. The joy in the experience was that
if she had gone one second slower, I would have hit the driver's side
door, which probably would have killed her instantly. If she had
gone one second faster, I would have directly hit her gas tank. The
Lord overruled in so many ways, and as bad as it was, I only ended
up with a hairline fracture on my right knee and a badly bruised left
knee. But my back is just fine now! I just rejoice in today's Manna,
'My times are in Thy hands.' Experiences like these bring new
meaning to these words."
Time of Trouble Brings Witnessing Opportunities
Sr. Celeste Ostry, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia

"Recently I have been thankful for the witnessing efforts that have
been opened up to me. Before now, I have always been very timid
and have not spoken up as much as I think I should. I have always
wanted my neighbors and those around me to know what I believe
so in the Kingdom they could say, 'I remember someone telling me
that.' I remember thinking that I would never find a way to witness
to one of my neighbors across the street. Well, after the September
11 attacks, she was out walking and I was able to give her a short
witness about the Kingdom and how everyone will come back. She
replied, 'What about the people who did this?' I told her they would
also come back, but because of their hearts, they will have a bit farther
to go. At a Wednesday meeting study we noted that statement in one
of the Volumes that as more and more trouble becomes apparent,
there will be more opportunities to witness—and so let us take
advantage of them! People are receptive and looking for answers.
My prayer is that we can give the comfort of the Kingdom to others."
"Pray for the Robbers"
Br. David Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia

"One Sunday afternoon Cathy and I encountered a group of hikers
on the Appalachian Trail. We offered to drive them to a grocery store.
A few things in their conversation made me think they were
Christians, so Cathy and I shared some of our experiences with them.
It turned out that one of the men worked at the same company in
North Carolina that I was at ten years ago, installing equipment. I
do not believe in coincidences. I firmly believe that all things work
together. This gentleman invited me to e-mail him so I did, and
included some Truth items in it. This is his reply:
"'...The Lord's providences are very kind, as the Scriptures say,
which we certainly experienced in meeting with you. Your blessing
was a giant boost to us that day. Cathy, you disperse great trail magic
and it motivated and sustained us for all 17 miles of it! While we were
gone, someone smashed the rear window of our caravan and stole all
the contents of our car—a scientific calculator, Compaq pocket PC,
wallets, credit cards, 70 Christian CDs, etc., to our dismay and
disgust. He is still sovereign, and we trust this will work together for
good although it was a big bummer at the end of a fantastic trip. Pray

Psalm 32:11

for the robbers. Maybe they will look at the Bible, which they took
or listen to a CD and their hearts will be quickened and saved. God's
ways are not our ways, so we press on.'
"Brethren, I am going to share more of the Truth with this
gentleman. His spirit moved me. He loves the Lord, and what a thing
to say, 'Pray for the robbers.' I hope this dear individual will be
receptive to the Truth of Jesus dying for all. I ask for your prayers
on this. The Lord is so gracious to give us these opportunities."
Burden Lifted
Sr. Carol Huston, Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia

"I am recently associated with the Bible Students. It was through my
brother and sister, Bill and Peg Plump that I came to the Bible
Students. Bill talked to me about spiritual things many times, and
I said to him, 'Bill, I would really like to study with you.' Two days
went by, and he called and said he was getting a Bible study together
and invited me. I just want to say I am honored to be here. I have
been searching for the Truth all my life. I started out in the Methodist
Church. I thought I really had a heart for the Lord but I did not know
very much. It was not until about 11 years ago that I gave my heart
to the Lord again and started studying the Gospel. I was with a
Pentecostal group at that point and now I have come to the Bible
Students. Many of you have been in this for so long and lived with
this Truth, but it has done something amazing to me to understand
there is not a tormenting, eternal hell. I cannot tell you how much
of a burden that has lifted from me. It is also so big and awesome that
God has provided salvation for everyone. I am so relieved to know
His plan is so much bigger than what I thought it was. I cannot wait
to see how this will play out and how this will influence my witness
as a Christian."
"...Never More than we can Bear"
Sr. Paula Ashley, Akron (OH) Ecclesia

"I want to share with the brethren that my husband Br. John lost his
father last month from a cerebral hemorrhage. [See Afflicted, Winter
2001 Issue.] I also wanted to share an experience. Three years ago,
a dear neighbor lady, a single mother, had breast cancer. On Tuesday,
she had to go in for a test, and she found out the cancer came back
in her stomach and intestines, and she has six months to two years
to live. She had to find a home for her daughter because she does not
want to live with her abusive father. I think of Isaiah 61—comforting
those that mourn. I took her to the doctor on Friday because she did
not want to be alone. I want to comfort her and give her the hope of
the Kingdom but she believes she is going to heaven. I do not want
to take that hope away from her, but the other day I did tell her she
would be going to a better place. She is an example to me, especially
her attitude in handling this cancer. I think she is more of a comfort
to me than I am to her. After having had cancer myself, the Lord is
permitting me to see a mother being taken from her children. One
thing I have learned from my own cancer experiences is that the Lord
never gives us more than we can bear. I am so thankful for that
promise. I would ask an interest in the brethren's prayers for the
words of wisdom to say to her and for any scriptures of comfort."
Testimonies at Chicago, IL, December 29
More Opportunities Since September 11
Joanne Klich, Akron (OH) Ecclesia

"...During the experience of September 11, I believe the Lord
overruled that our younger daughter was with us and stayed for about
a week. She really listened in a new way to God's plans and purposes.
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I am so thankful for that.
Whenever there is an opportunity at school, I have always tried
to let my light shine characterwise, but more specifically to discuss
God's plan. I have been able to do that more because of the events
of September 11. I also try to do this using wisdom with my students,
planting a little seed here and there. When we are teaching the atlas,
I point out that Israel is this tiny little country and how the Arab
countries are nearby, and plant some seeds..."
Lesson from "Thank You" Call
Sr. Joy Kandel, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia

"...I want to tell you about two things that have been on my heart.
During the holidays, the phone rang and it was Br. August Tornquist.
He said that he and Louise had been up all night because she had been
in pain and could not sleep. He wanted to thank Mark [Kandel] for
a service that Mark had done for him, which they discussed together
through the night and made it go by a little faster. It was a very good
lesson for me because how often I think that the brethren are
wonderful, but do I ever tell them that? Here this brother called long
distance just to say thank you. That was a really good lesson to me..."
Enjoys New Class
Sr. Lorraine Baker, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia

"...I am now a member of the Milwaukee class. As I look back on my
various experiences, I can see why the Lord places you where he
does. When my husband and I lived in Mississippi I learned to study
and prove various truths, and then when we moved to ChampagneUrbana I learned to study really hard. The brethren there are
wonderful students. When we came to Milwaukee I felt like I already
knew everybody. It is a real blessing and I am enjoying being in that
class so much. They have wonderful studies and are able to sing
together. We get together to sing praises to our Heavenly Father, so
I am very grateful for that..."
Haircut Leads to Witness on Israel
Br. Paul Lagno, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia
"...I got a haircut two days ago here in Chicago. I had to find a barber

near where my wife's sister lives. We got there and the man's name
was Gary. I could tell he was from someplace else and found out his
real name was Igor. He was from Russia originally but lived in Israel
for the last ten years and he and his wife just emigrated to the United
States. We had a wonderful discussion. Another person at the shop,
Lena, just moved from Israel last year after having lived there four
years. We talked about how God will use Israel to bless all the
families of the earth. They are looking so much forward to getting
a Russian version of Israel: Appointment with Destiny, so Br. Russ
Marten will be delivering it to them..."
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countries do not have. Just be assured of their prayers. They love
you very much. They always are anxious to hear about the brethren
here, especially anxious to hear how the brethren were reacting to
the September 11 attack and pointed out a lot of scriptures to us,
wondering how they might apply. One quick example of getting
around in India. We were traveling one evening and hired a taxi,
which is very inexpensive and the ride was about one to two hours.
Travel in third world countries is a little bit harder than our
superhighways. Our destination was a smaller city and we did not
know exactly where we were going, but somehow waiting for us
upon entering this city was one of the brethren on a scooter. No
matter where you are there in India, the brethren always seem to find
you..."
Many Privileges Visiting Sick
Br. Erwin Kalinski, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
"...I am on the visiting committee this year and we have spent more

time in the hospital this year because of the brethren and my sisterin-law who had a heart attack. We almost felt like we were part of
the staff as we were at the hospital so much. On behalf of Sr. Dorothea,
we would like to thank all the brethren for their thoughts, cards and
prayers while she went through her operation. She had many
wonderful opportunities to witness while at the rehabilitation center
and at the hospital. Due to the fact that our schedule was a little
different during the holidays, we had just a small group over for
Christmas Eve. My nephew, who I just love to witness to, invited
us over for Christmas Day. I told Dorothea I would try and be low
key and not over-zealous to witness to him, because when I
witnessed to him in the past he would just give me short answers and
I was never able to get a conversation started. So this last time we
started talking about videos, and he asked me if I would like to see
one on the shroud of Turin, and I said I would. Then I asked him if
he would like to see a video and he said yes. So, we are on the
exchange of videos and maybe this will be an opening to help him
be exposed to some of the Truth message."
Prayers for Family Appreciated
Sr. Teri Brand, San Diego (CA) Ecclesia
"...I wish to thank the brethren here in Chicago for taking such good

care of our daughter Lisa, who has been going to school here this
year...This has been a year of gratitude lessons. In particular, I am
very grateful for the prayers and the many words of concern and
uplifting you have given us, especially for my sister Debbie and
brother-in-law Larry McClellan, as well as my brother Dan and sisterin-law Alice Ledwinka. They have been through some very difficult
times this year and I thank you for your concerns and prayers..."
Testimonies of Harvest Activities at Columbus, OH, February 16

Sister Humbled by India Experience
Sr. Ginger Brann, Seattle (WA) Ecclesia

Most Important Witness Effort One-on-One
Br. Bill Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio:

"...I want to bring the love from your brethren in India and the
brethren in Germany we stopped to see along the way. One of the
great privileges we had was spending some time with Sr. Nina Fitz
in Germany. She is the sister who was in Siberia for many years. Br.
and Sr. Koleta take very good care of her. I was trying to think of one
story from India, although it is very difficult to pick just one. Of
course, the brethren there are so wonderful to be with, and we see a
side of India that a lot of tourists do not see. Many of the brethren
are middle class, but there are some poor also, and it is a very
humbling experience to go to a third-world country and experience
the conditions of a sinful and weary world. I just comeback humbled.
We are very soft in North America and Europe as far as being used
to our physical needs. I do not think that is necessarily bad, but just
the way it is. We have other difficulties that brethren in these

"...I am going to talk about something close to my heart, probably
the most important witness effort, in my estimation, and that is oneto-one witnessing with people with whom you come in contact. Why
do I think it is so important? A long time ago, Sr. Estelle [Gill] and
I were searching for truth, and the Jehovah's Witnesses came to our
door and were willing to study with us. We then started witnessing
to others, and my wife was witnessing to someone at work with whom
she had worked for three years, and came to find out he was a Bible
Student! This shows to me that if we had not practiced the one-toone witnessing, we might never have found the Bible Students. After
this initial contact, as we were still very fresh and new with lots of
questions, there were those who followed up by taking us by the hand
and spending a lot of time with us, one-on-one. A lot of the brethren
See Brethren page 12
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in the Detroit area were very faithful in doing that work, and we are
thankful, as we really needed that special attention.
"The tendency now is having a newsletter, sending out tracts,
adding the new names to our newsletter list, they write in for more
stuff, and somehow we just expect that they are just going to come
to us when they get to a point where they understand it. It really does
not work that way. For the most part, it still takes some personal
follow up. We have instituted a more personal follow up by sending
out a specialized letter to the 'hot' names on the list—the people who
have been on a while and have ordered multiple things and are
asking questions—and asking if we can call them or contact them
in some way in order to get something started. That part is something
that we should all be really enthused to do...giving us an 'outlet for
our zeal' ...This has really proven worthwhile, and all the brethren
in the class have been receiving blessings from the one-to-one
witnessing that has come from this focus on the follow up names..."
Witnessing to Jehovah's Witnesses
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia

"...Just when you think you have done it all, you always find a new
way to give a witness to people. As former Jehovah's Witnesses, we
used to go door to door and meet people on the streets. After I left
I felt the hunger to do more witnessing. The Internet opened up a way
to do something in the way of websites and talking to people. Several
months ago I found a new type of chat room where everything is
broken down into categories and you can create your own room or
join one that already exists. I entered a chat room in the Christianity
category—a Jehovah's Witness room—where there were about 67
people. I created the name, 'Bible Student,' and went in. When you
want to talk you click on an icon of a hand. Someone asked me if
I was a Jehovah's Witness, and I told them no, that I was a Bible
Student. They asked me how long I had been studying, because
Jehovah's Witnesses believe that a Bible Student is one who studies
to be a Jehovah's Witness. When you become baptized, then you
become a Jehovah's Witness. I told them I had been a Bible Student
for about 22 years, and they were kind of taken back by that. I told
them I was an International Bible Student, knowing they would
understand that. The moderator came on and said that they had a
"Russellite" in the room. He said that it would prove interesting to
let everyone ask anything they wanted. I thought to myself, what
a great opportunity! Everyone had their hand up and asked me every
kind of question you could think of, from the history, to our
differences, to how we witness. A few told me they thought I was of
the evil servant class, but for the most part they were very nice... They
asked me several doctrinal questions. We talked about Israel, the
Pyramid, and Br. Russell. All the things the denominations throw
at the Jehovah's Witnesses—labeling them a cult—they were
throwing at me. However, after everything was said and done, they
thanked me for being civil and Christ-like, and I thanked them in
return. It was a nice opportunity. I gave a "plug" for our website, and
later on some got on and sent me some private e-mails. One thanked
me for the historical information on the website, so he could get in
touch with his roots..."
PastorRussell.com
Br. Eric Patterson, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia

"I want to give an update and some history behind
PastorRussell.com, with which some of you are familiar. This is a
website that is broken up into three major divisions: the life, the
ministry, and the legacy of Br. Russell. Each of those divisions are
divided into four subsections, which deal with the finer points of
those three. One interesting early experience with getting the
domain name was that initially it was purchased in June 2001, but
there were some problems after the purchase where it was not

recorded in some of the databases on the Internet. In other words, if
you go to search for a domain name to see if someone has already
purchased it, generally it will tell you who, when, etc. There was a
problem with that and it was not listed until the end of August. That
was a little bit of a concern, but the Lord overruled it.
"There were a lot of individuals who we had been chatting with
on the Internet for a year or so, discussing with them the Truth,
witnessing, etc., and mentioning to some individuals the plans for
this website. Some of these individuals were also very excited about
it, and actually helped spread the word around the Internet through
chat rooms, bulletin boards, etc. It was quite amazing, which I
consider a blessing, that the Lord would permit individuals, who
probably in any other situation would have considered Br. Russell
to be a false prophet, to help spread the word.
"After we started the process and were just starting to put together
the design of the website, there were quite a large number of
individuals who had already come to the site even though there was
nothing there. The site went 'live' on September 6, 2001, and it was
announced to the brethren about three weeks later. In the three-week
period from September 6-28, there were approximately 100,000
visitors from 78 countries, just for the English website. Since
September 6, the statistics, as of last week, are that there have been
nearly two million hits to the website, representing approximately
600,000 people in 146 countries. The traffic to the site has slowed
down the last couple of weeks, however. We have received approximately 400 e-mails from individuals, about half of which have been
critical. After the first two critical e-mails, we put together an e-mail
`form letter,' and received a lot of favorable responses from it.
Basically, the form letter states that if you disagree with the topic of
Pastor Russell, then you essentially have to disagree with the entire
intellectual, moral, and religious context of Protestantism. The
reasoning is, if you take individual doctrines from all the Protestant
groups and put it together, you have, in one way of speaking, what
Pastor Russell taught.
"For those of you familiar with the Internet, if you go into the
search engines and do a search on Pastor Russell, Charles Russell,
or similar terms, we have now for the past eight weeks come up as the
number one ranked result in the search engines. This is a blessing
because of the initial motivation to begin this project. When you
go on the Internet and do a search of Br. Russell, the majority of what
you find are websites that just completely slander him, and some of
it is totally vile—from professed Christians. That was really frustrating so we decided to put something together and get it in the top
rankings, and now it is number one.
"There is still a lot of work on the website to be done. Probably
about one half of the website is not really completed yet. Hopefully
we will finish it soon. Some plans that we have in the future are: (1)
adding the subject of Zionism, and the historic connection with
Pastor Russell; (2) extensive translation work in ten different languages, which will make this site the largest Christian website in the
world, and technically available to over 75% of the world; (3) emails from influential individuals who we hope might officially
endorse the site, which might give more visibility for the message
of truth to get out...
" One part of the website deals with Pastor Russell's expectations,
which essentially are his views as to what would happen in the world.
The world is always interested in telling the future, and if they can
find something encouraging from someone who was able to see from
the Bible what might happen, hopefully, it will be an encouragement
to some..."
Chart Talk in College Gets "A" for Student
Br. Mark Kandel, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia

"...You never know where a Volume One goes, but once in a while
you find out. We have a booth at something called a 'Printer's Row
See Brethren next page
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New Brethren in Christ
"0 give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever."

Immersions 2002
At Lexington, KY, February 17
From Central Kentucky Bible Students Ecclesia:
Br. Darrell Ball, husband of Sr. Debra;
Sr. Chris Logan, found the Truth on the Internet.

Brethren From page 12

Book Fair.' We do it once a year in Chicago. I really have been
convinced that the thing to do is go back time and time again to the
same place, because you get repeat business. This man came up and
told me he got Volume One last year and it has been a real problem
for him. He read it and he is a teacher in a Catholic school. He said
enough that you knew it was creating a conflict in his thinking now
that he is putting together his lessons.
"A couple of years ago I was witnessing to someone on the
Internet. I sent them a Volume One, along with a Chart talk on
cassette. Within this last month, her name popped up on the screen
and she asked if I remembered sending her the book and the chart and
the tape. I could not remember it, but asked her what she wanted to
say. She took a class in college and one of the topics was about Bible
study, and she picked the subject of Bible Students. She passed out
a Chart of the Ages to everyone in the class and played the cassette.
I do not remember what was on the tape exactly, but she received an
`A' in the class, so I am glad they did not ask her to turn it off. You
never know where a Volume One will turn up. It is nice once in a while
to find out what happens to them..."

Romanian Brethren Use Unique Witness Means
Br. Allen Springer, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia
"...Some of the most remarkable privileges of witnessing were ones
I have had in Romania and Moldova. I want to share some of the
stories with you.
There are many brethren who are very zealous for witnessing to
the Truth. The stories of the brethren in Romania have been a real
inspiration to me. There are a number of brethren who use every
opportunity, at great personal expense, to witness to the Truth as
often as they can. Brethren take unique opportunities to witness in
very unusual ways and places. Brethren will travel hours one way
on a train to go someplace, set up a table, so they can witness to the
Truth in a particular area. Their opportunities are different than ours.
In some ways they have larger opportunities in certain arenas, and
in other ways they are restricted. Getting something in a newspaper
is becoming almost impossible because of the influence of the
Orthodox Church. But there are other ways that we would not even
think of. One very faithful brother, Br. loan Galis, will go into a
Pentecostal Church (different from Pentecostal in the United States)
and at the end of the meeting he will approach the minister and ask
to say a `few words' . He often takes advantage of that opportunity,
essentially a public witness and discourse in a nominal church.
Brethren will make opportunities. They will go into a health spa,
approach the manager, and say they would like to show a video in
the lobby that night and put up some posters. They let them do it,
and maybe 100 people will show up. The brethren there will set up
a projector out in the courtyard and project an image on a sheet or
wall, and invite the people to come in from the village, and people
come. They do need our prayers, as they are not as accustomed to

Psalm 107:1

At Vellore, India, March 16 — Two brethren;
At Proddatur, India, March 22 — Ten brethren;
At Bangalore, India, March 26 — Four brethren.
Br. D. S. P. Varma reported the above immersions of our brethren in
India. This is a wonderful fruitage of the Harvest work in India.

witnessing as we are because they were without that opportunity for
such a long time. So, I think we should pray for them al I, those trying
to use their opportunities as well as those who should try and make
better use of them. That is something all of us can do..."

State of Dead Comforts Arab
Br. Harry Nugent, Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia
"...The main witness activity in our class is a flea market every other
Saturday. We have the Chart of the Ages up and have been doing
this for some time now, with some remarkable conversations with
people, as well as confrontations—on their part. Just recently there
was a fellow in the booth next to ours who came up to me. He was
an Arab. He asked me, 'Where do you believe the dead are going to
go? What do you believe about the dead?' So, I started talking to
him about the resurrection, about all that are in their graves shall hear
his voice and shall come forth, and started telling him about the
kingdom. He started crying, and said, 'You know, I did not tell
anybody this. My son was run over ten days ago. You were a blessing
to my heart.' Even if we may have stereo-typical attitudes about
Arabs, you know anybody can be reached in their time of need. I have
seen this in my experiences, which have been rather checkered.
I once worked on the New York City subway, and happened to
have the job that had me running to Manhattan at 2:00 a.m.
Anything that comes into the mind of man comes on your train. What
I would do when I came into a terminal was to take all the papers off
the seats and put tracts there. I had a captive audience, because that
is basically all they have to read. One night there were three young
ladies who got on the train about 3:00 a.m., after a night on the town.
Everything was funny, so they picked up the tract and one young
lady decided to be a preacher. She read the tract to the other young
ladies, and they were laughing. But then it started to sink in that this
was pretty serious stuff here. One girl turned aside, but the other one
said, 'Keep reading.' Pretty soon they calmed down and one of them
asked for the tract, as she wanted to take it with her.
"I once knew a convict who never did an honest day's work in his
life, and had very vile thoughts. However, I was in a situation where
I had to be with him. He said to me one time, 'What do you really
believe?' I started telling him about the Truth. 'Who can live up to
the Ten Commandments?' he asked. I said, 'No one but Christ. In
fact, the Ten Commandments were put there to show that you need
a redeemer, that you cannot live up to those.' He said, 'I never heard
that before.' From starting out as a rather confrontational individual,
he finally said, with tears in his eyes, 'Kid, do not let anybody take
your principles away. I had principles, too.' Well, probably he did
not have principles, but for that moment he wanted to have them. The
moment will soon come when he can.
"If you put people in the right setting at the right time, a lot of
people are going to listen. The Kingdom is the right setting and it
will be the right time. It is an honor to do anything to let the beauty
of the Truth shine forth..." ❑
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Religion in the News
■ Two hundred religious leaders representing Muslims, Jews,
Buddhists, and Hindus met with Pope John Paul to work for peace.
Closing the conference, the Pope remarked "Violence never again!
War never again! Terrorism never again! In the name of God, may
every religion bring upon the earth justice and peace, forgiveness
and life, love." Members of the Italian parliament expressed that for
the Pope to pray with heretics, rabbis, mullahs, and witch doctors
creates confusion among Catholics. Reuters—January 27, 2002
■ The National Council of Churches convened a committee in
March to update the International Bible Lessons used by millions
of Christians each Sunday. The revised lessons will address scripture
texts in their original and contemporary contexts and emphasize
faith and practice. Eighteen denominations are represented on the
committee. An additional sixty non-denominational organizations
use the lessons every year. Originated in 1872 the International
Bible Lessons are one of the earliest and most enduring ecumenical
efforts in the United States. United Methodist News Service—March
27, 2002
■ The International Bible Society recently issued "Today's New
International Version," a gender-neutral translation of the
scriptures. Many Bible scholars criticize the translation for ignoring
the original Greek text which distinguishes male and female gender
clearly. Religion News Service—March 23, 2002

■Sixty-four percent of American adults and eighty-three percent of
teenagers "believe that truth is always relative to the person and their
situation" according to a recent Barna Research survey. A minority
even among "born-again" Christians believes in moral absolutes.
Adventist News Network—March 23, 2002
■ The most recent volume in the "Left Behind" series,
"Desecration", topped the nation's best-seller list in 2002. The
series plot focuses on the "rapture" of Christians and seven years of
tribulation on earth following the "rapture". Since September 11
interest in the books has soared. The nine books in the series have
sold 50 million copies. Chicago Tribune—March 14, 2002

World From page 7
■ In a statement on the sanctity of human life, Pope John Paul II
warned Western nations that the practice of abortion could cause the
downfall of democratic societies. The Pope warned that a "false
interpretation of human rights" could "drive democratic regimes to
transform themselves into totalitarian regimes." Yahoo News—
February 28, 2001
■Liability insurance rates are increasing sharply for schools. In the
aftermath of school shootings and the terror attacks of September 11,
the insurance industry is facing "tremendous uncertainty".
Indianapolis Star—February 8, 2002
■ A Hebrew University study reports that 13.2 million Jews live in
the world today. Thirty-seven percent live in Israel, while forty
percent live in the U.S. Jews in Israel have a higher birth rate (2.6%)
than elsewhere in the world (1.3%). Intermarriage among Jews is
more than fifty percent in the U.S. and over seventy-five percent in
Europe. Jerusalem Post—February 22, 2002

■ The Church of England and the Methodist Church published a
covenant that both claim will lead to unity within the next decade.
Having affirmed the validity of each others doctrines, the union of
the two will boost membership and allow the sharing of church
facilities. Obstacles to the union are the ordination of women and
the union between the Anglican church and the United Kingdom.
Manchester Guardian—December 13, 2001
■ Protestant churches in Germany hired an ad agency to promote
church membership and attendance. Barbara Kotte, creative
director for the agency, describes the church as "a problematic
brand" in need of a strong brand identification such as the Pope
provides for the Catholic Church. NCC News Service—February 13,
2002
■The United Bible Societies reported that the Bible was translated
into 24 new languages in 2001. The Bible is now available in 2,287
languages. Los Angeles Times—February 9, 2002
■ The teaching of evolution in America's classrooms faces a
challenge in Ohio. The State School Board will consider including
intelligent design along with evolution in Ohio's science
curriculum. Intelligent design teaches that man and nature were
designed and deny natural selection as the basis for the complexity
and diversity of life on earth. New York Times—February 11, 2002
■ Could Jonah have been swallowed by a whale? The ability of a
whale to swallow a whole man is within the realm of possibility. A
large sperm whale can swallow lumps of food eight feet in diameter.
Popular Mechanics—November 2001
■ How did Jesus direct his disciples to catch a large haul of fish?
Within the last ten years scientists have found the Sea of Galilee is
slightly salty because of saline springs that are warmer than the
surrounding water. Jesus may have known that fish congregate in
these warmer waters, making the saline spring an ideal place to fish.
Popular Mechanics—November 2001 Ci

■ In a recent review of its nuclear posture, the United States
identified seven nations as potential targets of American nuclear
weapons: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Libya, North Korea, Russia and China.
The review emphasizes the need to deter attacks using weapons of
mass destruction or massive attacks against U.S. allies such as Israel,
Taiwan, and South Korea. The review recommends reducing the U.S.
arsenal while at the same time updating its nuclear technology. New
York Times—March 10, 2002
■The Pope issued a statement that peace in the Middle East can only
be obtained when Israel withdraws from the occupied territories and
a Palestinian state is formed. The Vatican called for Israel to pass a
special statute protecting Jerusalem as a city sacred to Christians,
Muslims, and Jews. Reuters—December 13, 2001
■Some fleeing members of the Al-Qaida network are regrouping in
Lebanon. A senior leader met with Hezbollah about restarting an Al
Qaida operation in Lebanon. Yasser Arafat has offered $5,000 to any
Al-Qaida fighter who will move to the West Bank or Gaza Strip.
Jerusalem Post—February 3, 2002 ❑
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Conventions
"In thy name shall they rejoice all the day: and in thy righteousness shall they be exalted."

April 5-7 Seattle, WA. North Seattle Bible Students Annual. Bastyr
University, 14500 Juanita Dr. NE, Bothell, WA. For more
information contact General Chairman: Donald Nussel, (206) 7837564. Accommodations: Kristen Kirkham (206) 546-6802.
May 4,5 Detroit, MI. Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan
Detroit Annual. New location: Riverside Middle School, 25900 W.
Warren, Dearborn Hgts., MI. Secretary: Shirley Mlodozeniec, 9068
Hillcrest Dr., Plymouth, MI48170-5702. Phone: (734)416-5023. E-mail:
ShirleyAM@aol.com
May 4,5 East Hartford, CT. Hartford Bible Students Annual.
Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East Hartford, CT.
Secretary: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT
06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. E-mail: Djslivinsky@cs.com
June 1,2 Morris, CT. Waterbury Bible Students Annual. Saturday
in Morris, CT. Sunday at the Litchfield Fire House Hall. For
information contact: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, Secretary, Waterbury
Bible Students, P. 0. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT. 06721-1494.
Phone: (860) 567-0109. E-mail: Tsimonis@aol.com
June 15,16 Hope,IN. Hope Indiana Bible Students Annual.
Columbus (IN) Holiday Inn. Five speakers. Motel and meal
reservations must be made at least one week before the convention.
For information contact the secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th
Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail:
schastain @ tls. net
June 21-23 Salem, OR. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish Rite
Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE. For information or
reservations contact: Mrs. Dolores Andrus, 3105 Inland Dr. S.,
Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 363-9550. E-mail: jra@open.org
July 5-7 New Brunswick, NJ. Bible Students Congregation of New
Brunswick Annual. Please note: Same Location as Last Year.
Fairleigh Dickinson University, Dreyfuss Building. Eight Speakers.
For information or accommodations contact the Secretary: Celeste
Ostry, 19 Park Avenue, Green Brook, NJ 08812 Phone: (732) 4248372. E-mail: celesteostry@telocity.com
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Psalm 89:16

July 25-28 Delaware, OH. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 28th Annual
Convention. Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware Ohio.
Convention Secretary: Mark Moody, 4512 Hopewell Road,
Jeffersontown, KY 40299-5018. Phone: (502) 267-9843. E-mail:
jmm-mem@att.net
August 16-18 Portland, OR. Portland Area Bible Students Annual
Study Convention. University of Portland. Subjects: Israel and
Prophecy-Now and Future and Psalms 91. Accommodations:
Stephanie Tower, 534 N. Tomahawk Island Dr., Portland, OR 972177924. Phone: (503) 285-9636.
August 30 - September 1 Sunnyvale, CA. Antioch Bible Students
Annual. Ramada Inn of Silicon Valley. For reservations call the hotel
direct. Phone: (800) 888-3899. For information contact Br. Rob
Long: (916) 727-6308. E-mail: rob-carollong @ juno.com
August 31, September 1-2 Glen Ellyn, IL. West Suburban Bible
Students of Villa Park Annual. Best Western Four Seasons Motel,
Park Blvd. and Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn, IL. Eight speakers.
Accommodations coordinator: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N.
Charles Ave., Villa Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110.
September 28,29 Piqua, OH. Miami Valley Bible Students Annual.
Upper Valley JVS. For information contact the Secretary: Debbie
Nichols, 3096 Hillside Ave., Kettering, OH 45429. Phone: (937)
299-8172. E-mail: dj lmnicho Is @netzero.net
October 12-13 San Antonio, TX. San Antonio Bible Students
Annual. Programs and information are available from the secretary:
Jackie Lancaster, PO Box 3155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. Email: corlan @ stic.net
October 25-27 Fayette, PA. Connellsville Bible Students Annual.
Penn State University, Fayette Campus. Five speakers. For
information contact Mrs. Duane Cramer (724) 677-4633.
November 28 - December 1 Akron, OH. Akron Bible Students
Ecclesia Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH.
Contact: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216.
Phone: (330) 882-3309. E-mail: (Joanne Klich):
jklich@akron.infi.net
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

HOW TO MAINTAIN PURITY OF HEART
Those who have made a full consecration of heart to the Lord
constitute the pure in heart under the Law of Love. But
notwithstanding the purity of their hearts, their intentions, their
wills, to fulfil the royal Law of Love, these have a battle to wage. The
law of their members, depraved through inherited sin, is the strong
law of selfishness, in opposition to the new Law to which they have
pledged themselves-the Law of Love.-Rom. 13:10; James 2:8.
Yet their inability to live up to the requirements of that new Law
must be through no lack of will, no lack of intention of the pure, loyal
heart. Whatever failure they make, however short they may come at
times of obtaining the victory, it must be solely because of weakness
of the flesh and the besetments of the Adversary, which their pure
hearts failed to resist.

Here the Lord's promises are helpful, assuring them that He knows
their weaknesses and frailties, as well as the wiles of the Devil and
the influence of the spirit of the world, which are contrary to the spirit
of Love. He tells them that they may go freely to the Throne of
Heavenly grace, there to obtain mercy in respect to their failures to
live up to the high standard which their hearts acknowledge and to
which they strive to conform. He also assures them that they may find
grace to help in every time of need.-Heb. 4:16; Eph. 6:12.
Availing themselves of these mercies and privileges provided
through our Great High Priest they are enabled to fight a good fight
against sin, to repulse its attacks upon their hearts, and to drive it off,
if it has succeeded in invading their flesh. Thus, and only thus, may
the Christian keep himself pure in heart... R5122
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. .. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

