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A Day of Terror September 11, 2001
World Trade Center Twin Towers
Destroyed by Hijacked Planes
Pentagon Hit by Hijacked Plane
Thousands Feared Dead in Worst
Terror Attack in History
Islamic Terrorism Threatens Free
World

Headlines and pictures fail to convey the full
scope of the tragedy that occurred on
Tuesday, September 11, 2001. Shortly
before 9:00 a.m. EDT a series of events took
place that many say will forever change the
world in which we live. The concussions of
those blasts continue to reverberate
throughout society on all fronts—political,
economic and religious—and will be felt for
years to come.
It seems clear that such a monumental

ance merely to escape the trouble, but rather
to help put an end to it—if we are found
faithful.
There are many stories from brethren that
form a part of this experience. The following
pages present excerpts from their correspondence.
Some of the earliest messages were from
brethren in foreign lands, expressing a wide
range of emotions from love and concern to
shock and outrage.

Pentagon Suspects Osama bin
Laden
"We are in a State of War"
World Economy Threatened by
Attack
"Now I Know How the Israelis Feel"
Palestinians, Egyptians Celebrate
Anti-US Attacks
Nuclear Response Not Ruled Out
Israel Pledges Aid to US Ally, Calls
for All-out War on Terror
Stock Market Suffers Biggest OneWeek Point Decline Since the
Great Depression
Military Buildup Intensifies
Turmoil in Afghanistan

Ruins of the World Trade Center

Greetings in the Lord
This issue of the Newsletter represents an
historic record of a key event in the "Time of
Trouble." The importance of this story
prompted us to delay the publication of this
issue by several weeks. We trust our readers
will understand. In addition, the sheer
volume of material to process strained our
resources beyond their normal capacity. If
any other news items were overlooked in the
rush of things, we ask the brethren to inform
us. We continue to pray "Thy Kingdom
come!" now more than ever.

event has significance for Bible Students far
beyond the impact on our personal lives.
Truly "men's hearts [are] failing them for
fear, and for looking after those things which
are coming on the earth: for the powers of
heaven [are being] shaken." (Luke 21:26)
The prophetic sequence of events elucidated in the writings of Pastor Charles Taze
Russell is being corroborated more fully
with each passing day. As we look on with
horror at the unimaginable toll of human
suffering and loss, we are reminded of the
words of our Lord: "when these things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh."
(Luke 21:28) We do not hope for deliver-

Messages of Love and Concern

■

Br. Don and Sr. Freya Ostapovitch,

Brisbane Australia: "Australia woke up to

the tragic news and scenes this morning and
we have had non-stop coverage on every TV
station since the early hours of the morning.
Everyone is in shock, that hatred could fester
so much in people's hearts that they would
do such a horrible and cowardly thing. I have
always believed that people who believe in
God, even if not Our Lord Jesus, had love for
their fellow man as a fundamental doctrine.
This and other scenes of Islamic
fundamentalists over the years, have made
See Terror next page
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me believe it is not our God they believe
in...Watching the Palestinian people —
indeed small children — cheering at the
carnage of innocent blood was even more
distressing than watching those planes
disappear into those buildings...What will
come of all this? Will this be the final
catalyst that brings us to the end of this age
and the end of this sick `civilization'?
"Our hearts and prayers go out to all the
American people..."
■ Br. Samuel P. Anand, India: "I write on
behalf of brethren from Bangalore, India. We
are virtually glued to our TV screens and
totally shocked. What a great calamity we
can't believe. We from Bangalore and on
behalf of Bible Students, extend our concern
to one and all of the surviving families and
the American people in general.
"The darkness of terror has come in the
form of hijacked flights...The shaking brings
fright and darkness. As Bible Students with
truth as our oath we look forward to the Day
Star arising from calamities the world is
facing now. Maybe the nations are angry and
God's wrath has come?
"We pray for the coming peace of God on
all those who suffer now."
■ Aslinn Stewart, Austria: "I'm watching

the news online in German. However, I am
very eager to keep in touch and hear any
news of the friends. Over here, we feel as if we
are watching a foreign film...completely
unbelievable."
■ Br. Ray Charlton: Berean Bible Institute,

Melbourne, Australia: "The brethren in
Australia watch in shock and total dismay at
the attacks on America. These events were
picked-up by the late news here. We wish to
express our deep concern for the brethren
and also the American people caught up in
this tragedy.
"Our thoughts and prayers are with the
brethren during this very difficult time. Numbers 6:24-26"

it is all for the good. Every day brings us
closer to the full establishment of the glorious Kingdom. Though for some time the
violence and pain will intensify, yet after
that will come the blessing that will completely offset the sorrow. 0 how we thank the
Lord for this glorious knowledge."
■ Iachim family and the Tantareni
Ecclesia, Moldova: "We, your brethren

from Moldova, saw the news and we see the
disaster that was yesterday in Washington
and New York and we could see the people
running in the streets and children crying.
And all this for us proves that the prince of
this world still has power. We were thinking
and praying for you our brethren from
America. The brethren from our ecclesia
called us and asked if we knew anything
about the brethren. We all were concerned if
some of our brethren have problems.
"...We thank our Lord that he takes care of
his children. We know that this must happen
in the world now at the end of this age that
this earthly order should be destroyed and to
fulfill the prophecies and we can see this in
process. All we can do now is watch, pray,
wait and make our calling and election sure.
We have one hope that after this trouble our
great God has in his plan a better day for all
mankind where the Christ complete will
bless all the world.
"We were shaken as we know and see that
things in the world are getting worse and
worse. We should not be discouraged because our Lord gives us hope. Our prayers on
your behalf are that some way, some how, in
the due time, we will meet you all at the
Lamb's marriage. We love you all."
■ Sr. Sheeba Christopher, Indian Bible

Students, Wellington Ecclesia: "We heard
and saw about the attacks on America by
terrorists. We regret what has happened, but
in Satan's world what else can we expect. We
want to make sure that our brothers in faith
are all fine. May the Lord Almighty guide
and guard his people wherever they are. We
shall remember you and the family of faith in
our prayers."

■ Br. D. S. P. Varma, Bangalore, India:

"The brethren here are all anxious about our
beloved brethren in the New York area. Our
first thoughts were about them. But since we
know how protected they are, we did not
panic. We still appreciate any news from the
New York brethren.
"We are closely seeing how it might affect the situation in Israel. America is being
attacked for its support to the Israelis. Will
the American public think that they are
paying too much for their friendship with the
nation of Israel? Or will this bring America
closer to Israel?
"Anyway, whatever happens in the world,

■ Br. Joshua George, Riyadh, Saudi

Arabia: "I am concerned about the fate of our
dear brethren in the USA. We do rest on the
assurance of our master given in Psalm 91: a
thousand may fall on our right side and ten
thousand on the left but His grace is with His
children."
■ Br. Kumar and Sr. Thelma George,

South India: "We are so worried about the
brethren. We are terribly shocked to see the
attack made in your country. We remember
you in our prayers that the Lord will grant to
you all abundant measure of peace, strength,

courage and faith during these times of
trouble.
"You have been so helpful to all other
countries, especially on Christian faith...We
feel it is a great disaster for every individual.
We could feel your sorrows and pain and we
too take part in your sorrows.
"But as far as we are concerned, these are
the last days and we pray our almighty Father
to strengthen his little flock to be a witness
to others. As we read in Genesis 16:12, ' ...his
hand [Ishmael] will be against every
man... 'The heavenly Father will supply the
needs of his people. We would like to share
the words of King David in Psalm 121."
■ Br. Cajetan Egbu, Nigeria: "We received

the news of the terror attack on your nation
yesterday with great shock. All the Nigerian
brethren I was able to reach since then
decided to send a message of sympathy and
love to you. We, the consecrated brethren
worldwide belong to one nation under the
kingship of Jesus Christ and whatever
affects one affects all.
"We are praying for you as we watch the
unfolding events of this end of the Gospel
age and the beginning of the Messianic
age—the Harvest. We believe that this will
strengthen your faith and ours in the Lord
and his service.
"Brethren, we love you all, the God we
serve—Jehovah—will protect and guide you
all. Please see Hymns of Dawn no. 23."
■ Br. Ebe Manoharan, Br. David
Pushparaj, Br. Paul, India: "We heard the

news of the huge destruction but we have
hope in our God that he will safegaurd us
whatever may be the terrible incident.
"May these words fill your minds with the
peace our saviour is giving the household of
faith: Psalm 46:1-10; 91; Romans 8:31;
Hebrews 13:6."
■ Br. Graeme and Sr. Dawn Smith,
Canberra, Australia: "We wish to add our
voices to the expressions of empathy and
sympathy. We would also like to say that it
has been a wonderful lesson and inspiration
for us to hear of the love for each other of the
members of the body — 'whether one
member suffer, all the members suffer with it'
(1 Cor. 12:26). The instantaneous concern
for the welfare of their (and our) brethren, and
the willingness to help in whatever way they
could (accommodation, transport,
communication etc.) is truly a wonderful
witness to the tie that binds our hearts.
"Our prayers for you will not cease this
side of the veil — although far removed
geographically, we feel so close spiritually,
because even down here, 'the Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the
children of God.' Rom. 8:16"

■ Kumasi Bible Students, Ghana: "We were

perplexed when we heard that your country
has been assaulted. May God grant you
courage and firm faith during these times of
disaster. All the brethren in Ghana are
worried about what has happened. You have
been so helpful to all other countries,
especially brethren in the Christian faith. In
fact what has happened to you has affected
us more. Since from the time of this tragedy
we have been praying for you day in and day
out. We would like to share these words with
the brethren in
United States: Matt.
24:3-14; 1 Cor. 1:49 and Psalm 91. God
will protect his
Little Flock."

and wisdom — as much as they can at this
time.
"As all the brethren do, we look forward
to the time when the still small voice will say
`Peace, be still. —

■

Donald Holliday, West Wickham
Ecclesia: "This is to let you know that your
brethren in England share the concern and
compassion of fellow members throughout
the earth in your present trials.
"In England we have grown up with ter-

■ Br. Martin and
Sr.
Sabine
Schluecker,

Germany: "In the
last few days we
heard about the
terrible things that
happened in New
York and other
places in the USA.
Although we know
about the troubles to
come and waiting
for his kingdom, it is
a big shock.
"We pray for all
our brethren and
their families, that
the peace of our Lord may be with them. It is
relieving for us to hear that no brethren were
hurt by the terrorists. We live here in Berlin,
where everybody is shocked—the people
were crying and put down flowers and letters
at the U.S. embassy. We know that all these
happenings are overruled by our Lord, but
the people all over the world are in fear. So
let us pray 'Thy kingdom come!'
"We give our greetings to you with Numbers 6:24-26."
■ Br. Wayne Curnew, Winnipeg (MB)

Bible Students: "On behalf of your
Canadian brethren, I would like to express
our deepest sympathies and concerns. We
read with relief and joy the reports that come
in showing how little the events of the last
week have touched the brethren directly.
"Our hearts also go out to those who have
had to bear the brunt of these horrible things.
We know that we are in a 'time of trouble' , yet
the thoughts and scenes of the suffering
cannot but break our hearts.
"Time will tell just what these particular
events will have in the unfolding of God's
plan. We sincerely hope and pray that the
leaders of this world will act with prudence

Damaged portion of the Pentagon
rorism, including the Canary Warf bombing,
Manchester shopping precincts, British
Railways, etc. The so-called 'peace process'
in Ireland has not restrained the spearhead of
the 'Real IRA'.
"This makes us very sympathetic to your
present plight, not knowing where or when
the next outrage may come, the safety of
your family and neighbours, etc. We know
that your faith will shine-out to those around
as they realise that no longer does the USA
dwell safely on the peaceful side of the earth,
but that the enemy is now in the midst.
"The emergence in our day of Israel, one
of the first visible signs of the Kingdom age
begun, explains so much to the watchers as
to the real conflict taking place in the heavens and spilling over to this earth in the great
`take-over' shake-up that, after the dark
clouds of trouble have been dismissed, will
reveal a new earth.
"Your brethren of England, unite with
your brethren everywhere in thought and
prayer on your behalf, that your faith fail not,
and that in strengthening one another you
may also bring blessing to others around
you, among whom ye shine as lights in the
world."
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■ Br. Sam and Sr. Annick Stalder,

Germany: "During the last days we've
followed with pain and prayers all the events
which happened in and to your country. It
has been and still is a shock, we are so
thankful that none of our brethren seem to
have been hurt, and we are so thankful to our
dear brother Ron Palmgren for his service,
which allows us to be informed and
reassured so rapidly.
"We did pray our gracious Father, that he
might give all of you brethren his strength
and inner peace. As
we observed our own
reactions and the
ones from people
around us, who were
so far from the spot,
we realized how
more painful and
stressful it must have
been for you, over
there.
"Around us, for
several days most of
the discussions were
about this tragedy.
Minutes of silence
as a sign of compassion were respected,
once encouraged by
the German government and once by
most of the unions,
however people are
not really opened for
listening to comforting words from the Bible. We pray for the
coming of the Kingdom...soon. Any other
solution is just a temporary mend. We greet
you with Psalm 46."
■ Br. Ad and Sr. Olga Klinkert,
Netherlands: "My wife and I wish to express
our feelings of sympathy with the American
people in general and with our brethren in
Christ in particular. We were shocked when
we heard about the many victims among
citizens and others and when we saw the
attacks on the WTC buildings and on the
Pentagon.
"We are very sad that so many people lost
their lives and that so many suffer because
they lost their loved ones. We are happy to
know that none of the Bible Student brethren lost their lives or were wounded. Thank
God for that. We, as God's children, know
about a better world in which will be peace
between God and man and peace among all
human beings. We are looking forward to
that time and we do not expect that a real
solution of the problems that caused these
attacks will be the result of the way in which
the fallen human heart will try to bring safety
to mankind.
See Terror next page
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"We would like to share with you the
following: The Dutch Government and the
Dutch people have expressed their sympathy with the American people on many occasions. For instance by being silent for
three minutes on Friday. By many services
held, to commemorate the victims in the U.S.
By being silent for one or two minutes on
many occasions. The Dutch Prime Minister
today said that we are in war. Another said
that the Netherlands are not standing behind
the U.S. No, they are standing beside the U.S.
This will give you a little bit an impression
how the feelings of the Dutch people are. I
also know that all or at least almost all the
European countries were silent during three
minutes on Friday."
■ Br. Alex Barnabas, Coimbatore, South

India: "We were very much shocked to hear
about the attack in US and very much
concerned about out dear brethren. Thanks
to the service of Br. Ron Palmgren we
understood that none of our spritual
brethren were affected and everyone is safe.
Even then we felt very sorry for those who
lost life and those affected.
"By seeing all these we are very sure that
our Lord's Kingdom is very near. We pray
our Almighty to give a strong mind to bear
things like this as we are very weak in our
flesh. Let us pray for our Lord's Kingdom to
come soon so that we will not hear these
things anymore."

Travel Troubles
Many brethren experienced flight delays on
September 11 and the days following. A
number of brethren offered hospitality to
those stranded at nearby airports. The Lord' s
overruling was evident in the affairs of all his
children. Following are partial accounts of
several incidents.
■ Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon Leslie: "Our
planned flight America West out of
Columbus to Phoenix then Portland was
cancelled just before departure [September
11]. We have returned to Aaron and Sarah's
in Columbus, OH. High security is
everywhere.
"What is more important than our travels,
is to watch, pray and be faithful. There may
be some special opportunities to let the light
shine through this darkness." [Br. Jerry and
Sr. Sharon eventually made it home on another flight several days later.]
■ Br. Mircea and Emily Crisan: They left

Cluj, Romania September 1 1 and stayed
with a brother near Budapest, Hungary. The
couple arrived home safely on the evening
of the 18th, having left Budapest on the
17th, flying to Frankfort and staying with

the Stalders overnight. Their plane left
Frankfort for Detroit two hours later than
scheduled.
■ Br. Ron "Old Ron" Palmgren: Those on
E-mail know that he was to fly home to
Wenatchee, WA from Ohio on the 13th of
September. After prayerful consideration it
was decided to drive to North Dakota—the
halfway point—and meet Br. Ron's wife
Doni and sister-in-law Penny. After 18 hours
and 1,200 miles, Br. Ron and Br. Allen
Springer arrived in Bismarck Thursday
evening. The Palmgrens arrived home about
4:00 a.m. Saturday.
■ Sr. Rose Knockaert: "Our daughter, Sr.

Beth Robinson, lives in Maryland in the
D.C. area and works in a government
building not too far from the Pentagon. On
Tuesday morning she boarded a plane at
8:40 thinking to make one of her 'surprise'
trips to visit us here in Washington State. A
little after 9:00 the plane was diverted to
Atlanta, GA and was not allowed to progress
farther. She was able to make arrangements
(amid much confusion and chaos) to get a
motel room."
Sr. Beth Robinson writes: "I was in a
hotel from Tuesday night until Friday morning. After having numerous flights canceled,
I realized that renting a car was my only
option to get out of Atlanta. I left Georgia at
9:30 a.m. on Friday and arrived in Dunkirk,
Maryland at 8:50 p.m. Friday. I am very
thankful for my safe, uneventful trip home.
"While being stranded in Atlanta I did
have a few opportunities to witness. The
hotel shuttle driver and I spoke about the
tragedy and I was able to tell her how much
the world needs the Kingdom. I gave her a
tract as I was leaving the shuttle for which she
hugged and thanked me. I also witnessed to
two different girls I spoke with on the phone
while working on flight arrangements. My
situation was certainly an inconvenience
but nothing compared to what so many others were encountering. I was thankful for the
witness opportunities and for the safe,
friendly hotels I stayed in."
■ Sr. Debra Szybinski: "...I live in

Manhattan and work at New York
University which is located in lower
Manhattan at West 4th Street. Although not
any of the University facilities have been
damaged, I understand that a number of
dormitories closer to the World Trade Center
have been evacuated and non-essential staff
members have been either staying at
temporary shelters at the University or are
remaining home. I know that the smoke and
ash has travelled as far up as the Upper West
Side, where I live, and probably farther.
"I have heard from my cousin, Arthur

Kojes, that David Kasperowicz, son of Br.
Nick and Sr. Lillian, witnessed the crashes
into the Towers. He works at Bloomberg,
which is blocks away from the WTC, and I
know that he is safe."

■

Sr. Pat Swartz: "I have a wonderful
testimony of trusting in God. Last Tuesday
morning a friend called and said, 'You had
better turn on the TV.' Just as I did, it showed
the picture of the Pentegon. My daughter
works for the Coast Guard as a safety
manager, and one-third of her time is spent
at the Pentegon. I couldn't find her. She had
no E-mail or other messages to indicate
where she was. I had only the Lord to help me
that day. Finally, that afternoon my son
located her. She had been sent to
Sacramento, California. She was scheduled
to go that day from Boston to Sacramento on
one of the planes which hit the tower, but she
was put on an earlier flight and missed both
the plane crash and the hit on the Pentegon.
I thank the Lord so much! My daugher is not
in the Truth, but I think he gave me that little
blessing that she is still with me..."

Witness Efforts
One of the first thoughts on the minds of
various brethren was the question: "What
should we do?" The first efforts to put a plan
of action into effect came within hours of the
attack. This came from a variety of
individual brethren using cell-phones and
E-mail. Since it would be five days until
most ecclesias would have a meeting at
which they could discuss a cooperative
effort, it was decided to move forward,
prepare a nationwide / worldwide public
witness ad and then inform the brethren. The
New Brunswick brethren moved quickly
and a proposed ad was composed. Notice of
this potential witness effort was put before
the brethren on Saturday, September 15, to
allow as many ecclesias as possible to
consider the matter at their Sunday
meetings.
Response from the brethren was rapid and
overwhelming. Financing for the ad was
secured quickly, and brethren from other
ecclesias also contributed prayers, artistic
expertise and helpful advice. The final result
of this concerted effort was a quarter-page
comfort message that appeared in the USA
Today worldwide edition. This publication
was chosen because of its generous discounts, large circulation (more than two
million), and large readership (more than
five million). A copy of the ad is reproduced
on the next page.
In addition to the worldwide witness effort, many ecclesias and individual brethren
took advantage of opportunities in their
local areas. Following are extracts from several acounts.
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Message to Jews Proves Timely
Zionism Not Colonialism: Space for this

editor sums up the Jewish response to this ad:
"I would appreciate receiving another
copy of the excellent advertisement mentioned above which appeared in The Record.
You simply, eloquently and most importantly, truthfully explained the Arab-Israeli
situation which was utterly misunderstood

New Haven, Waterbury,
Hartford

newspaper ad had been reserved for the
Three groups of brethren in Connecticut
September 12 issue. The ad Scripturally and
joined together to put on a public witness.
historically countered the recent UN Durban
The New Haven and Waterbury Ecclesias
Conference on Racism that said,
sponsored several ads in their regional news"Palestinians live under
paper and other brethren joined
foreign occupation." When the
with the Hartford Ecclesia to
terrorist attacks devastated the
place several ads in the newspaper there.
nation on September 11,
attempts were made to
At the meeting, Br. Rick
Suraci gave a short discourse
postpone the placement of the
followed by questions and
ad until a later date because
many believe the United
comments from the public.
About 40 from the public atStates' backing of Israel was
tended, all staying through the
the reason for the terrorist
entire talk. Many asked quesattacks. But, it was too late to
tions at the end. Br. Rick effecmake the change.
The timing of the ad turned
tively brought the audience to
out to be the Lord's overruling.
a point where it was hard to
disagree that when God says
Never before were the responses
With profound grief in our hearts for the enormity of suffering inflicted by the
something he means it, and he
so intensely positive. In addireprehensible act of terrorism on September 11, Bible Students around
will do it. One man who sat in
tion to 40 requests for the bookthe world feel compelled to express our deepest sympathy.
the back gave many 'amens' to
let—good for a small circulaWhether terrorism explodes in the U.S., Israel or elsewhere—mere words are unable to convey
the torrent of emotions from the victims. Violence is bound to increase. Why? The Bible
what was said.
tion paper—people who called
foretells that increasing hate and greed in the human heart would escalate into the devastating
Many came equipped with
on the 888 number just wanted
worldwide violence of our day. And though the threat of terrorism is not over, there is...
their
Bibles, and quoted Scripto talk
A Ray of Hope through the Clouds of Trouble
ture. Eight attendees came from
One Jewish man related that
The Scriptures not only predict the trouble—but also offer substantial hope beyond the fire
and terror. God's Word predicted that a great increase of knowledge would be accompanied
the group Scriptural Research
up to the time of reading the ad
by an unprecedented "time of trouble" (Daniel 12:1,4). During this unprecedented trouble,
and Publishing Co. Several
he was extremely Pro-Palestin"the weak say I am strong" (Joel 3:10). Just so, a few—"the weak"—have terrorized The
brethren were able to talk at
ian—vigorously opposing any
Superpower of the world. During the 20th Century, 175 million were slaughtered by the "politics
of insanity." Yes, we are living in this unparalleled time of trouble and peoples' "hearts [are]
length to representatives from
US financial or military aid to
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming..." Luke 21:26
that group. One of the members
Israel. (Many secular Jews feel
Asa loving Father, God is deeply grieved with man's inhumanity to man. But man's extremity
had seen the ad and informed
this way.) When he read the ad,
will be God's opportunity. Psalm 76:10 states that the "wrath of man" shall one day praise
the others.
after the terrorist attack, he saw
God. Divine wisdom is overruling man's vice, graft, corruption, power politics, discrimination
and exploitation to shake all nations. Finally God's Kingdom will fulfill the legitimate "desire
the light. He changed his perof all nations" (Haggai 2:7). Because Jesus died a "ransom for all" (1 Timothy 2:6)—peace,
Tracting at Two
spective completely. Now he is
life, economic security, vigorous health and freedom from fear are some of the blessings God's
Memorial
Services
Kingdom will bring to all peoples. Just as the trouble and terror of today were prophesied,
opposed to the Palestinians rethe resurrection of all who have ever lived is also assured in prophecy. That means all those
Br. Bob and Sr. Rebecca Gray:
ceiving any of the land. Also he
who perished in the bombings will be reunited with their loved ones. 1 Corinthians 15: 22
"Yesterday after the meeting
wants the US to give Israel as
Let us all continue to pray together—
we attended a memorial
much aid as possible. He could
"Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven."
service in the Freehold [NJ]
not express enough thanks for
There is a logical and faith-inspiring answer to the question—Why Does God Permit Evil?
For your reassurance, we offer with no obligation a FREE
Borough Hall of Records
the ad being placed in the pacopy of the booklet: "What is This World Coming To?"
Plaza. It was swarming with
per.
Send this coupon to: Bible Students Around the World
policemen, firemen, Marines,
Another Jewish man said he
P.O. Box 144, Edison, NJ 08818 USA
VFW and American Legion
was thankful that there were
Or call within the United States, 1-888-77BIBLE
members. We wondered if we
Christians who had the courFor an electronic copy of this booklet, e-mail BibleReport@aoLcom
would be able to get our
age to state the facts on this
Name:
booklets and tracts out. We
issue. He observed that everyLots
Address:
waited through the service
one in the community was talk,1t ori(1
City:
State:
Zip:
) 111.n.
while each of the clergy—
ing about the ad. Many Jewish
Bible Students are a fellowship of non-denominational Christian Congregations around
Episcopal, Catholic, Baptist,
people are reluctant to respond
Reformed Jewish—spoke and
to an ad placed by Christians,
Ad in USA Today, October 1
prayed. We were aghast that
so he was expressing appreciaeveryone clapped to greet the
tion for the whole Jewish comin Durban. At this time of national determi- Priest and Ministers and after each prayer
munity.
One rabbi called and expressed his deep- nation to root out terrorism, your piece could and hymn also. Finally, when one of the
speakers told us all to hold up our flags and
est appreciation. He said it was encouraging not have appeared more propitiously.
"I would also appreciate a copy of the candles, we held up the booklet, 'What is
to the Jewish people to have non-Jews Biblically support the Jewish right to their land. booklet 'The Christian Churches and The This World Coming To?' We waited until
After discussing the Israel video he gave Jewish People.' Again, my congratulations— the service was disbanding and started
handing out 'What Is This World Coming
names and phone numbers of four other as well as my deepest thanks to you."
The ad was placed listing the name and To?' and 'Comfort & Consolation' booklets
rabbis and requested that they be called.
See Terror next page
The following partial quote from a Jewish address of Israel Appointment With Destiny.
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along with assorted tracts to everyone
possible. Our question, 'Did you get one of
these yet?' gave us the opportunity to place
all but one.
"Last Sunday Sr. Merrily followed us in
her car to Manalapan—a town with 80 residents either missing or dead from the tragedy. The traffic was so thick, we could hardly
get near. Br. Bob dropped me off with a box
of the booklets 'And God Cried'. I didn't
know how we would find each other again in
these crowds, but I just followed the streaming people towards the gate to the stadium.
I was handed a program which said, 'Patriotism, Prayer and People.' Resting the box on
a bicycle stand, people started asking me for
programs. I told them I didn't have any extra,
but would they like this booklet. One of the
many policemen standing around asked what
I was doing. I told him I was just volunteering
to help people understand what had been
happening. He didn't say anything and just
handed it back to me. Finally, after about a
half hour, Br. Bob and Sr. Merrily came up.
Br. Bob chatted with one man (who looked
important) and found out that he was the
Chief of Police. He asked if it was ok if we
passed out our literature. He said, 'Sure, if it
will help someone, go ahead.' We waited
until the end of the service and a steady flow
of 5,000 people came at us. All of our tracts
and booklets were easily disbursed.
"Many of the supermarkets have bulletin
boards where we have been posting our
colored posters—or little cards which are
reproductions of the newspaper ad: 'Hope
beyond the Terror.' Since every house on our
block has a flag, we decided to pin up one of
the posters (11" x 17") on our big tree by the
curb in front of the house.
"The air is certainly charged with patriotism. We hope we can be faithful to all our
opportunities to witness to the only hope we
have in God's Kingdom.
"When Sr. Sherry joined us yesterday
evening at the memorial she mentioned that
her elderly uncle had asked about the municipal 'prayer and rememberance' services.
He said, half asking, 'I thought church and
state were supposed to be separate?' Actually, you could not tell last night with the
call for flag waving by the priest and call for
prayers for the military by the Baptist minister."

Personal Testimonies

■ Br. Rob Ostry,

New Jersey: "On my
commute to and from work I pass
Washington Rock State Park. This two-acre
park is set on a ridge looking out over the
southern half of New Jersey and provides a
view of lower Manhattan.
"Coming home from work after the disaster last Tuesday I thought of stopping to take
a look at Manhattan, but the police had

closed the parking lot. I was able to stop by
on Thursday and smoke was still rising from
the middle of the financial district.
"We found out that two people from our
small town were missing including one man
who lives down the street from us. In the
neighborhood where one of our church elders lives four people are missing. Today as
I drove home I noticed the continued stream
of visitors to the Washington Rock lookout
and decided to return with my wife Celeste
and daughter Arielle. We visited the park
and brought about 20 'Weeping may endure
for a night...' tracts with us.
"Approaching the lookout we found a
makeshift memorial at the flagpole base.
Hundreds of candles, poems, and hand written thoughts filled the entire base. Pictures
of some of the missing local residents were
there. A steady stream of people stopped by
to visit the memorial, almost like a viewing
at a funeral home. We left our tracts and spent
a moment there ourselves.

■Sr. Sandy Koterba, New York: "We here
in the five boros have had a different
experience than those in other parts of the
metropolitan area. The day of the disaster
brought tense hours as our family struggled
to get 'home' . It made us all the more mindful
that we cannot be at home in the flesh. Our
friends and neighbors have sustained
multiple losses, and one friend narrowly
escaped from the plaza when the second
plane hit. We are all trying to regroup as
school and transport, etc. are in turmoil."
■ Sr. Judy Garrison, Salem, Oregon:
"While driving to meeting this morning,
past houses with U.S. flags flying, past cars
with U.S. flags displayed on antennas and in
windows, I expressed to Br. Lew a feeling I
have had all week. I told him that it is hard
for me not to fly that 'Old Glory' myself
because it stands for freedom and our
freedom has been attacked. But I know that
the answer is not in the strength of America
and that victory is not in America winning
this war against terrorism. We thought about
this during the meeting and the brethren's
comments brought to mind the scripture in
Psalm 60:4 'Thou hast given a banner to
them that fear thee, that it may be displayed
because of the truth.' In the margin of my

Bible I had made a note that this is the text
for the Songs in the Night for what date?—
July 4th!

"Ah, there it was! Our flag, our banner!
Again in Psalm 20:5 'We will rejoice in thy
salvation and in the name of our God we will
set up our banners' So we do have our flags
up! Our words, our actions, our distribution
of printed material and word pictures of the
coming blessing of all the families of the
earth. The promise to Abraham that 'in thee
and thy seed shall all the families of the earth

be blessed' will come true and we know it!
How blessed we are. Let us hold our banner
high !"

■ Br. Bob and Sr. Rebecca Gray, New
Jersey: "We know from Sr. Diana Gorecki at
the Dawn that Br. Leo Post's daughter was
walking home (12 miles) from the disaster
area. Another cousin of the Callanans in our
class was on the 7th floor of the World Trade
Center and when he got downstairs, they
wouldn't let him out. But then he finally
fought his way out, got a taxi and paid him
$250 to get him home to NJ.
"This is a chilling parallel to what Israel
has been suffering for years. The U.S. is
calling this terrorism 'war'. Maybe the West
can understand more now what has been
happening for some time in Israel. We wonder what 'restraint' the U.S. will consider in
response to this terrorism which is being
compared to Pearl Habor.
"The Palestinians goofed in their jubilant response. A propoganda faux-pau.
"Let your light shine. People need comfort and answers to what this world is coming
to."
■ Br. Viorel and Sr. Viorica Neagu and
family, Moldova: "After seeing the big and
difficult clouds of New York and
Washington I want to tell you that I felt as
though I were there, because two years ago
we visited New York with Br. Ken and Sr.
Virginia Rawson, Br. Bob and Sr. Rebecca
Gray and Sr. Beti Precup. We admired those
places.
"Later we visited New York and Washington together with Br. Jeff Earl. Even
though I have a heavenly hope, these things
came very close to my soul. How beautiful
our Father created all things and gave wisely
to man, but through disobedience, all need
to go though this hard but necessary lesson.
"Sr. Viorica and I are praying all the time
for all the brethren in America. We have
sorrow in our soul for the brethren and for the
people who are suffering now. The only
thing that we can do for them is to tell them
about our Father's promises about the Kingdom.
"This event has shaken all and I have had
opportunities to speak to the neighbors and
other people. Because I was in the USA I feel
that I have pain for you, as said David: 'I have
pain for you Br. Jonathan.'
"At one testimony meeting were expressed
more thoughts of the brethren from Ruseni
and they also are near with you in prayer.
"All the time we are waiting for the brethren from America to come to us and now I
thought that it can happen that we will see
each other only beyond the vail, but we will
wait for the Father's leading in everything.
Mathew 18:20" ❑
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Will There Be A Draft?
The following message—for all male 19 and
20 year-old Bible Students—consecrated
and unconsecrated—was submitted by Br.
Kenneth Rawson. Ed.

The President has created a new cabinet
office to deal with coordinating security in
the US. Why? In addition to overseas military deployment the war on terrorism might
require a large home defense army to secure
the infrastructure of the US-bridges, office
buildings, oil refineries, communications,
airports, etc.
Washington speaks of a protracted war of
five to ten years. Secretary of Defense,
Rumsfeld said, "No draft now, but..." Probably the draft will not be activated, but all 19
and 20 year-olds must be prepared for the
possibility. Why? Twenty-year-olds will be
the first called up in a future draft. Conscientious objectors will face an impossible time
bind unless they prepare ahead of time. At
this point only males would be involved.
Shortly after receiving a 1A Classification and an induction notice for military
service, all conscientious objectors will have
about 9 days to answer the questions on SSS
Form 22—the C.O. Questionnaire. These
questions are so probing that you will want
prayerful quiet time before the 9-day period
to think out and then put your thoughts on
paper. Also there is the matter of acquiring
sincerity letters from Elders and others in
time to return with the SSS Form 22.

In previous drafts we have found one of
the most effective methods of proving one' s
sincerity was obtaining five letters from Elders in different parts of the country that
know you and will vouch for your sincerity.
This correctly gives the impression that you
are active with Bible Students on a much
wider level than your home area.
In the past, I have had many meetings
with General Lewis B. Hershey, who was
considered the George Washington and
Abraham Lincoln of Selective Service. Upon
his retirement, he wrote a personal letter
commending the Bible Students and our
cordial relationship.
I would like at least to talk on the phone
with the young people I do not know so that
I could write a letter on your sincerity which
would include a quote from General Hershey.
We would like to make contact with all 19
and 20-year-olds. We will work with you
every step of the classification process—
giving suggestions, but the conviction and
words will be yours. Please call 732-5496480.
Of course, those 19 years of age will be
eligible the month they turn twenty. If the
20-year age pool is exhausted, each age
group 21-25 and 18 will be called in that
sequence. This seems highly unlikely at this
point.

A Must For 19 and 20 year-olds

Whether consecrated or not, if you are a
religious conscientious objector to war and
have not done so, write a letter stating this
fact with a short general statement and mail
to: Kenneth Rawson, Chairman, Bible Students Coordinating Committee For Religious Conscientious Objectors, 60 Jersey
Avenue, Edison, NJ 08820
Also send a copy of your letter to the
secretary of your class. It should be filed as
a permanent record. The earlier you write
this letter before the draft begins the more
weight it will carry. A copy of this letter will
be valuable during your C.O. Classification
process.
If you are not certain about conscientious
objection and would like to discuss the
matter, feel free to call me at 732-549-6480.
Whatever you say will be held in strict confidence.
Our next communique will outline the
conscientious objectors classification process and the questions on SSS Form 22
(Conscientious Objector's Questionnaire)
that you should be considering and preparing your answers ahead of time. It will also,
deal with the possibility of a Health Care
Professional draft.
Certain steps in the C.O. classification
process are flawed. We are working to have
Selective Service clarify these steps. Hopefully corrections will be made before a possible future draft.

Religion in the News
■ Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson explained the reason for the
September 11 terrorist attacks as the loss of God's favor because of
America's increasing secularization. Falwell named "pagans,
abortionists, feministis, homosexuals, and the ACLU" as those who
helped the terrorist attacks happen. Roberston believes "we've just
seen the antechamber to terror". AP September 14, 2001
■ The United Methodist Church recently launched a twenty million
dollar advertising campaign to reverse its steep membership
decline. However, the ads rarely use the word God and none refer to
Jesus or the Gospel. Market research indicated that these words don't
help attract members. Scripps Howard September 6, 2001
■ Representatives of mainline Protestant and Eastern Orthodox
churches met with Colin Powell to urge restrictions on the sale of
military goods and the use of economic pressure on Israel to stop
building settlements. All of these churches are members of the World
Council of Churches which has stepped up criticism of Israel in
recent months. Los Angeles Times July 28, 2001
■ Author David Kertzer asserts in a new book that anti-Semitism
sponsored by the Vatican prepared the way for Nazi persecution of
the Jews. The book is entitled: The Popes Against Jews: The

Vatican's Role in the Rise of Modern Anti-Semitism. NY Times
September 1, 2001

■ The Vatican declared recently that Jewish groups were defaming
the Papacy as they continue to raise concerns about the role of Pius
XII in World War II. A scholarly panel of three Jews and three
Catholics suspended their review of the Papal reaction to the
Holocaust during this period. Reuters August 7, 2001
■ Ten years after the fall of communism, Russian President Putin
visited the ancient Solovetsky monastery with the Russian
Patriarch. Solovetsky became the first Soviet labor camp in 1923 but
reopened in 1991. Putin stated that Russia would hardly have
existed without Russian Orthodoxy and that now is the time to
"return to these sources in our search for the moral foundations of our
life." Ecumenical News International August 24, 2001
■ Presbyterian church leaders voted to allow flexibility in the
understanding of creation as described in their Westminster creed.
Presbyterians are split between a literal and symbolic interpretation
of the six days of creation. Flexibility in interpretation is intended
to satisfy the majority. NY Times June 21, 2001 CI
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion."

■ Br. Walter Ostermann (6 Fullturn Rd., Levittown, PA 190561925) of the Delaware Valley Ecclesia (PA), has undergone total
knee replacement. Even though his case was quite extraordinary and
most doctors would not operate, the surgery was performed and full
recovery after therapy is expected. Br. Walter is looking forward to
resuming his spiritual duties just as soon as he can—and in the
meantime he and his wife, Sr. Barbara, would appreciate the prayers
of the brethren.
■ Sr. Sophie Sochacki (15000 Bainbridge, Livonia, MI 48154) of
the Detroit Metro Ecclesia suffered a severe stroke on August 28.
Although recovering slowly in a rehabilitation facility, she also is
dealing with lupus and osteoporosis. Her son Br. Tim and the family
ask for prayers and words of encouragement on behalf of Sr. Sophie.
■Sr. Marguerite Alfano (do Pauline Carpenter, 8121 Tanager Ct.,
Indianapolis, IN 46256) suffered a major stroke September 5 leaving
her left side paralyzed. At 93, with greatly impaired eyesight and
now impaired speech, Sr. Marguerite is still very interested in
inquiring about the brethren and wants the tapes from the last
convention. Although desiring to go home to be with the Lord, she
is willing to wait on the Lord's time.
■ Sr. Alice O'Brien (4095 Triwood Ln, Bridgeport, MI 48722) is
in the hospital having fallen due to a stroke. She has appreciated the
encouragements and prayers of the brethren. Her daughter, Sr. Mary
Ellen Batchler, is praying for the Lord's will to be done "as we rely
on his love, strength and peace each day."
■ Sr. Annabel Davis (1216 Silver Birch Pl., West Covina, CA
91790) of the San Gabriel Bible Students in Southern California was
admitted to the hospital for emergency gall bladder surgery.
Although there are some complications in recovery, she is in good
spirits. She has dearly missed being able to witness at the annual Los
Angeles County Fair.
■Sr. Viola Perry (5890 E. Hwy. 20 Sp. 14, Lucerne, CA 95458) who
is quite isolated is now going to a care home. Although she is unable
to keep her correspondence current, she truly appreciates hearing
from any of the brethren and needs the support of the brethren more
than ever.
■ Sr. Sophie Jezuit (c/o Bushlus, 13635 S. Dublin Dr., Lockport,
IL 60441-9165) on August 18 was driving alone and was involved
in an intersection collision with a large SUV vehicle. Her smaller
vehicle was totaled, and Sr. Sophie received severe injuries
including a crushed ankle and two breaks in the shinbone of her right
leg. Some of her shinbone protruded from her skin leaving an open
wound needing careful attention due to a high potential for
infection. She also has two breaks in her left forearm and a partial
dislocation of her right shoulder. She was taken to Christ
Community Hospital which is a trauma center for emergency surgery

Out of the depths of woe,
To thee, 0 Lord, I cry;
Darkness surrounds me,
but I know
That thou art ever nigh.

Humbly on thee I wait
To bring deliv'rance in,
E'en now wide springs
the eastern gate,
And rays of dawn stream in.

Psalm 20:2

on her leg and arm. She will require more reconstructive surgeries to
her leg due to the complexity of the injury, and the surgeon's initial
diagnosis is that at best—if the reconstruction goes well—she will
not be able to bear weight on her right leg for 6 months. Br. Ed and
Sr. Rachel would appreciate a continued interest in the brethren's
prayers for Sr. Sophie and the family for wisdom and strength in this
experience permitted by the Lord.

■ Sr. Bernice Bushlus (13635 S. Dublin Dr., Lockport, IL 604419165) of the West Suburban Ecclesia, is recovering from total knee
replacement surgery on August 7. While still experiencing some
discomfort from the procedure, she is rejoicing in the Lord's
providential care and appreciates the messages of love and
encouragement and prayers of the brethren on her behalf.
■ Br. Vova and Sr. Mariana Boaca (Sat. Ruseni, 4639 Raionul
Edinet, Moldova) of the Ruseni Ecclesia while eagerly awaiting the
birth of their first child in September gave birth to a stillborn
daughter Sara Linnet, on July 2. In spite of serious complications
with infection, Sr. Mariana and her family have been able to rejoice
in hope while passing through the "the valley of the shadow of
death" being supported by the prayers of the brethren (Psalm 139:15,
16).
■Sr. Kim Cleary (627 221st SW, Bothel, WA 98021) of the Pugent
Sound Ecclesia would like to express thanks to the brethren for
prayers and encouragements with scriptures in cards and notes and
phone calls. With her first experience with major surgery, Sr. Kim
says she wants to learn all she can from this experience while
recovering.
■ Sr. 011ie Robutka (8181 Wayne Rd., Bldg. S, Apt. 1147,
Westland, MI 48126) of the Detroit Ecclesia lost her beloved
husband "Wally," who was just a few days short of being 86 years
old, in death on July 11. Wally was a quiet man who loved the
brethren and would often help out in the kitchen at convention time.
Sr. 011ie would appreciate the prayers of the brethren.
■ Br. Marion Schrock (Forester Nursing Home, 524 Canton Rd.,
Wintersville, OH 43953) writes: "As of August 29, I have been at the
Forester Nursing Home 14 months. My physical condition is about
the same as it was three months ago. The conditions I find myself in
is becoming more and more confusing and sad. But for some reason,
the Lord is still keeping me here; I am still able to do a little reading
and writing. My only sustaining power is the promise of God that he
knoweth our needs and is ready and able to help us—and that he will
not permit us to be tempted more than we can bear. 'May thy will be
done, not my will.'
"I have much time to think, so would appreciate letters with
doctrinal questions. For my testimony, I suggest that you read
Precious Promises for: Rev. 2:17; 3:10; 3:20; and 3:21." ❑

0! hearken to my voice,
Give ear to my complaint;
Thou bidd'st the mourning
soul rejoice,

Though storms his face obscure,
And dangers threaten loud,
Jehovah's covenant is sure,
His bow is in the cloud.

Thou comfortest the faint.
Hymns of Millennial Dawn-231
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Entered Into Rest
"If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there." Acts 16:15

■ Br. Roger Brandle of Ruskin, FL,

entered into rest July 3 at 81 years of age,
having walked in the service of the Lord
for 52 years. He retained his mental
acuity and sense of humor to the end and
accepted his experiences without
complaint. He is survived by his wife, Sr.
Lois (Hideaway Resort, 2206 Chaney,
Box 486, Ruskin, FL 33570). Br. Roger
was a very special uncle to Br. Laddie, Br.
Richard and Gaylord Stewart who lived
with him and his wife for many years after
their own mother died of cancer at age 39.
His sacrifices for them are an endearing
memory.
■ Sr. O'Dell Kilpatrick, Houston, TX, died in her sleep on August

30 with inoperable lung cancer. Sr. O'Dell was born to parents in the
Truth in the year Br. Russell died, 1916. She leaves a brother, one
son, two grandchildren and six great grandchildren.

brethren remember gratefully. His favorite scripture at the end was
Phillippians 4:19, "My God shall supply all your need according to
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,"...and his favorite saying was that
he was "happy, joyous, and free." Br. Ralph is survived by his wife
of 48 years, Sr. Bonnie (510 Golf Ave., Jackson, MI 49203), sons,
Lauren and Gene, and brother Phillip.
■ Sr. Eleanor Beaman of Steubenville, OH, died of cancer on

August 30. During her illness, Sr. Eleanor received many comfort
cards and E-mails from the brethren around the world—she and her
family greatly appreciated these words of encouragement. She
consecrated when she was about 26 years of age around 1967 and
attended the Steubenville Ecclesia. But it was in her later years that
she gained a deeper understanding of the Scriptures and would come
to class and ask questions about things that the rest of the brethren
had not thought about. Sr. Ellen Roberts, her sister, also warmly
recalls Sr. Eleanor always reminding her, "I must trust Him where I
cannot trace Him." Br. Wesley Cramer of Connellsville, PA gave her
funeral witness.
■ Sr. Saroja Baluswamy of the Erode Ecclesia in India, died on July

■ Br. Wilfred Price finished his course February 24th at the age of

92. He was always a strong man in mind and body and was able to
live alone until his death. He had suffered a slight heart attack and
pneumonia several months before his death, but recovered quite
well and was able to attend meetings again, even traveling by taxi
when necessary. Br. Wilf had been an elder in the Western Australia
Ecclesia for over 50 years.
Sr. Margaret Guy writes, "He was an advanced student with a
mathematical mind. Br. Wilf really appreciated Br. Lorenz's discourses and those of Br. Springer and eventually accepted that we
have entered the thousand year Kingdom. He was a very fervent man
and an example in the rigidity in the meeting format. He is sadly
missed."

22 after a long illness. She had rejoiced in the Truth for many years,
having symbolized her consecration by Br. D. Daniel. Since that
time she attended conventions and meetings faithfully even in the
past few years while experiencing very poor health. She is survived
by her husband Br. S. T. Baluswamy (#1011 Nethaji Road, Erode 638 002 Tamil Nadu), a son Raja, and a grandson Joshua. One of
life's tragedies was the loss of her son, Daniel, at age 28 in 1995.
■ Sr. Victoria Shaw of the San Antonio, Texas Ecclesia, finished

her course on July 13. She was baptized in 1957 and her daughter,
Sr. Jackie Lancaster (2288 Timber Creek Rd., Pipe Creek, TX 18063)
says that "she was strong in the Truth and remained faithful until her
death at the age of 86."

■ Sr. Hazel Jones of the New York Church, finished her course July

■ Sr. Victoria Marchand, age 90, of the Ukrainian Bible Students

10 at the age of 76 years. She served at the Dawn for almost 40 years
and will be long remembered for her sweet voice singing of praises
to the Lord. She is survived by her husband, Br. Steven (34 Balmoral
Dr., Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977).

in Winnipeg, Manitoba finished her earthly course on September 10.
She received the truth from her parents. She will be fondly
remembered by all the Winnipeg brethren and by those in Florida
she visited every winter for many years until her failing health
prevented her from traveling. One brother, two sisters and numerous
nieces and nephews survive her. Br. Frank Boychuk delivered the
funeral witness to many worldly friends and relatives.

■ Br. Oscar DeJong, member of the Grand Rapids, MI. Ecclesia

died the morning of September 24th. He is survived by his wife, Lois
(124 North East St., Kent City, MI 49330).

■ Br. Simeon Fedor of Merini, Moldova, died in early May. Brs.
■ Br. Joe Hiam of the Berean Bible Class, Melbourne, Australia,

died July 30 at the age of 87 years. Both he and his wife, Sr. Rita,
through the years graciously entertained many Australian and
overseas visiting brethren in their home. Br. Joe served faithfully as
an elder 60 years. He is also survived by his children, Philip, Jan and
Rosalea, eight grandchildren and four great grandchildren.

Larry Davis, Jerry Leslie and Constantin Iachim gave discourses at
the funeral. The service was held in the family courtyard and
neighbors were invited for a witness. The open casket was carried
and about 100 persons followed on foot for about a mile to the
cemetery. There another discourse was given and several songs were
sung. After the service the family served a meal in the same courtyard
for the many guests.

■ Br. Ralph Gaunt of Jackson, Michigan, entered into rest on

August 13 at the age of 74. He died at home and was cheerful to the
end leaving one last spiritual blessing through his example of
resignation to the Lord's will. Br. Ralph consecrated in 1945 while
a young man in the navy and was elected an elder at age 24 in which
capacity he served the Jackson Ecclesia for 34 years. For some years
he served conventions in the United States and Canada which many

■ Br. Mehei Simeon of laps, Romania, died in early May. Br. Jerry

Leslie gave a discourse at the viewing on the subject of the
Resurrection and the Kingdom. After the discourse, several family
members—many of whom are Pentecostal—spoke of Br. Mehei's
great faith. The viewing was held in the Simeon home. The funeral
was held the following day. ❑
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Mission to Ukraine

Brs. Walter Hrechuk, Frank Boychuk, Laybida family
From August 13 to September 1, 2001, Br.
Walter Hrechuk and Br. Frank Boychuk
from Winnipeg, Manitoba visited the
brethren in Ukraine. The purpose was to
visit all the ecclesias in order to encourage
and strengthen the faith of the brethren in
the word of God and to upbuild them in the
most holy faith once delivered unto the
saints. Ed.

Most brethren in Ukraine now have the
six volumes of Studies in the Scriptures in
their language. These were supplied to them
at no cost by the Ukrainian Bible students of
Winnipeg. They also receive bi-monthly
Zorinia, the Ukrainian Dawn. The journal
consists of Reprint articles translated into
the Ukrainian language. Everywhere the
brethren expressed their joyful gratitude for
receiving this spiritual food that has been so
helpful in their growth as New Creatures.
The mission began at the International
Airport in Winnipeg with a send off by
several local brethren. After clearing customs we had to purchase medical insurance
despite the fact that we had previously purchased health insurance in Canada. Brs.
Andrew Laybida, Zygmont Pasierski, John
Krawetz, Oleh Dowhan and little Marichka
Laybida, daughter of Br. Andrew and Sr.
Halia met us and we were transported in the
Lviv Ecclesia nine-passenger van to the
home of the Laybida Family in the village of
Dublany, about a half hour drive from the
airport. The van was our means of transportation for the entire visit.
The weather in Ukraine was cool when we
arrived, but after a few days the scorching hot
weather returned. But the love of the brethren made the stay enjoyable and bearable.
After unloading the luggage, Br. Walter
and Br. Frank settled in to what was to be
their home base throughout the whole mission—the Laybida family home. In fellowship we conveyed our messages of love from
Canada and the U.S.A. and told them of the
physical and spiritual welfare of the brethren
in Canada. After this we gave them the gifts

At the home of Br. John and Sr. Mary Krawetz

several sisters in Canada had sent, as well as
other over-the-counter medications, vitamins and personal items. These were also
given to other brethren along our route. We
also gave them gifts of money from the
Winnipeg Ukrainian Ecclesia and others
who donated. Most of the brethren are unemployed and those who are receive a very low
wage equivalent to approximately $5 to $10
American per month. Many have left the
country to find employment in Poland, Spain,
Italy, Germany and even the U.S. in order to
earn a better wage. The old age pensioners
also receive a very low pension, of about $5
to $10 a month. Those who previously had
military experience receive close to $40 U.S.
a month. All brethren have gardens and
orchards where they grow vegetables and
fruits for their use and some even sell some
of their produce to earn extra money. Some
brethren own livestock and poultry which
supplies them with milk, meat and eggs. One
brother in the village of Pyadekiw, near the
city of Kolomayia raises an aquatic rodent
called a nutria which looks like a beaver. It
has a round long tail instead of a flat beaverlike tail. It has dark, lustrous beaver-like fur
which is used for making hats and the this
brother claimed that the meat is very delicious.
In general the brethren feel there has been
some improvement in the living conditions
in Ukraine. In the past, the workers were only
paid occasionally, waiting as much as six
months. Now those who are working and
pensioners are both getting paid.
Numerous new gas service stations have
been built in the cities and along well traveled highways. McDonald' s fast food restaurants have also become part of the city's
new buildings in Lviv and Tarnopil, but
most brethren are not able to go out to a
restaurant because it would take more than
their monthly earnings to pay for one meal.
But there are those (not brethren) who can
afford such luxuries because they own their
own businesses.

On Tuesday evening a regularly scheduled meeting was held at the home of the
Laybida family. Br. Laybida chaired the
meeting where we studied Volume I, pages
194 and 195. Many questions were asked on
Romans 8:30 regarding justification, spirit
begettal and the word "glorified." Eighteen
brethren were present.
On Wednesday, August 15, Brs. Walter
and Frank were invited to Br. Zygmont and
Sister Mary Pasierski' s home for fellowship
and a discussion on various truth topics.
Sister Pasierski served lunch and supper
during the visit. All the brethren were very
hospitable and generous in welcoming visiting brethren. They go out of their way to
serve meals to the brethren that are enticing
to the palate. Sr. Pasierski served borscht and
perogies as the main course. For supper,
chicken, potatoes, tomatoes and salad were
served.
Br. John Krawetz later joined us. The
brethren in the Lviv Ecclesia are experiencing some trials due to different opinions on
some truth topics and doctrine. The doctrine
of the second presence, the Lord's reign and
the times of restitution have become an issue
in class studies. The elders of the Lviv
Ecclesia are in harmony with Present Truth
on these topics but there are some contentious brethren who keep denying the Lord's
presence, his reign and that the times of
restitution have begun. Words of advice
were given on how to deal with these issues
and we trust the Lord will direct them in
overcoming the problems.
On Thursday, August 16, Br. Walter visited the Br. Oleh Dowhan family and parents
with Br. Bohdan Wowk. Br. Frank had to stay
behind due to stomach problems. After a
day's rest the problems disappeared. Br.
Walter was able to fellowship with the Brs.
Dowhan, particularly Br. Gregory Dowhan,
who is suffering from Parkinson's disease.
Br. Gregory is still able to converse despite
his handicap. He was also able to attend the
convention.

On Friday, August 17, Br. Walter and Br.
Frank visited Br. Marian and Sister Donna
Preshlak. Br. Marian is still recovering from
an aneurism which caused him to loose his
memory and eyesight. He has recovered to
the point that his memory has come back, but
he still has difficulty seeing. Sr. Donna had
many questions because her neighbors are
Pentecostals and in their conversations they
introduce the Trinity, divine healing, casting out demons and baptism and anointing
of the Holy spirit. Sr. Donna wanted to know
how to answer these false doctrines. Various
scriptures were given and discussion on how
to combat these errors.
The day ended with a visit to Br. John and
Sr. Mary Krawetz. The fellowship was warm
and beneficial. These brethren stand fast in
the Present Truth. Br. John showed us a
newspaper that came from a Polish public
press in Poland. The paper is very critical of
the Roman Catholic church for the abuse
and persecution practised against the Reformers. A write up on several reformers was
published in this particular issue. This is
strong evidence on how the false system is
being revealed and exposed.
After arriving at the Laybida home, we
met many brethren who had arrived for the
convention from Moldova and Romania.
They were taken to Br. Bohdan Borowiex's
home in Sudowa Weshua and to Br. Oleh
Dowhan's home in Wenneky.
On Saturday, August 18, the Lviv Convention began with a welcome address by
Br. Zygmont Pasierski. About 250 brethren
from eight countries gathered to hear some
strong doctrinal talks by the majority of the

brethren serving. These helped to reinforce
the doctrinal position as written by "that
faithful and wise servant" in the Volumes
and Reprints. The first discourse, by Br.
Walter was given in the Ukrainian language.
His subject was "The Day of the Lord." He
stated the many signs and reasons why the
Lord is present and his reign began in 1874.
The second discourse was given by Br.
Eugene Szarkowicz from Poland on the subject of the second presence of the Lord.
The third discourse was in the Romanian
language and given by Br. loan Hosu. His
talk was translated into Russian simultaneously.
The next session of the convention was a
praise service where singing and recitation
of hymns and poems were performed by the
young children, young adults and groups
from Moldova, Romania and the Ukraine.
The last discourse of the day was in the
Polish language by Br. Branoslaw Kaczor
from Poland on the topic of "Consideration
of Time."
On Sunday, August 19, the convention
began with breakfast being served in the hall
for all brethren. The chairman of the day was
Br. Ewhen Dowhan. The first discourse was
served in the Ukrainian language by Br.
Frank Boychuk on the subject of "Bible
Chronology." He concluded that we should
show more appreciation for Bible chronology. During the intermission a few sisters
came with tears showing their appreciation
for the discourse they heard. The brethren
have been experiencing trials because of the
different views on the Second Presence, the
Lord's reign and the Times of Restitution.
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Br. Nicalae Zoikas from Romania served
next. His talk was given in the Romanian
language and translated into Russian simultaneously. He also spoke on Bible chronology.
The discourse that followed was given by
Br. Mike Balko in English. It was translated
into Ukrainian. His subject was "The Touch
of His Hands." After the intermission, another session was allotted for group singing
by young children, young adults and by the
Canadian and U.S. brethren. Br. Joseph
Garbacz from Poland gave the last discourse
on Revelation 22:1 in the Polish language.
The convention was closed with the singing
of "God Be With You Till We Meet Again."
It was a delight to see Sisters Tamara,
Valentina and Stefaneda from Siberia attend
the convention.
On Monday, August 20, preparations were
made for the journey to serve the brethren in
southwestern Ukraine. First, the Laybida
family were treated to a meal at McDonald' s.
Little Marichka and Nadia were thrilled with
receiving a "Happy Meal" because there was
a little toy included.
Departure for Ivano-Frankivsk began at 3
p.m. with Br. Laybida, the chauffeur, plus
four other brethren. These were Brs. Frank,
Walter, Srs. Svetlana Krayetski and Marosia
Xomek. We arrived at 5:10 p.m. at the home
of Br. Michael and Sr. Marocia Krayetski.
We were served a delicious supper after
which the meeting commenced. Br. Walter
served with the first discourse on "Promises
of God," and Br. Frank served the second
discourse—a continuation on Bible chroSee Ukraine next page
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nology on that portion not finished during
the convention. There were sixteen brethren
present. There was much fellowship and
many questions asked. In the evening the
brethren walked to the river Bestra. The
weather was hot so Br. Michael went for a
swim in the river.
After a night's rest at the home of Roman
and Irene Rusak, we departed for Kolomaya
and the village of Pyadekiw. On the way we
picked up Sr. Mary Pelip who was digging
potatoes when we arrived. The meeting was
at the home of Leeda Hawriluk, who had just
recently symbolized her consecration. There
were eighteen present. The meeting was
chaired by Br. Wolodia Hnatiuk. Br. Walter
spoke on "Contending for the Faith" and Br.
Frank on "The Inheritance of the Church."
Much discussion ensued. Sr. Leeda prepared
a big meal and we departed for the village of
Torhovitsia where Br. Frank's relatives live.
We stayed there for the night and visited
several relatives. An opportunity for giving
witness was not neglected. After sharing
gifts, the next day we departed for the village
of Shepanci, where relatives of the Wawryk
family live to deliver a gift to them.
From there we travelled to the village of
Dobrinivsty where the Gowryluk family live,
relatives of the Gowryluks in Manitoba. The
brethren there are of the Epiphany persuasion, but they invited us to serve them. They
served us supper where rabbit meat was on
the menu. After supper seventeen brethren
showed up and Br. Walter had the first discourse on the subject "God's Leading Over
Israel in the Wilderness." Br. Frank served
with a discourse on the "High Calling."
Discussion followed on why the door of
opportunity to the High Calling is still open.
From here we departed for the village of
Onut and stayed overnight at the home of Br.
Stephan and 011ie Kostraba. The next morning after breakfast we travelled to the village
of Wikno to the home of Wladomar and
Marie Medivid. Thirty-five brethren gathered from Dobrinivsty, Onut, Mitkiw and
Wikno. After dinner the meeting began and
Br. Walter served on the subject, "Man Shall
Not Live by Bread Alone," and Br. Frank on
"The Life and Last Days of Apostle Paul."
We left at 3:30 to visit Sr. Kalina Watamaniuk
who is sick with a blood clot in her leg. She
was very delighted to see the brethren and
had many happy moments in discussing the
Truth. In the evening we returned to the
home of Br. and Sr. Kostraba.
The next morning, Friday, Aug. 24, after
breakfast, we departed to the city of
Zaleschiki where gifts were left from the
Michalyca family for their relatives. Following that we proceeded to the city of Tarnopil
to the home of Br. Wasyl and Sr. 011ie
Marchuk. The travellers were served dinner
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during which time many questions were
asked and answers given on the Lord's Presence, reign and Times of Restitution. The
brethren here are in harmony with Present
Truth.
Br. Ihor Chuxilewich joined us as we left
for Lviv. On the way we dropped in to see 94year old Br. Michola Xomitski who still
serves as an elder in a small ecclesia in the
village of Baluchyn. His mind is alert and
sharp and he was delighted to discuss the
Truth with us. From there we stopped at the
village of Krasne where Br. John and Sr.
Maria Solomaxa live. Br. John was in the
hospital for a check-up after his prostate
surgery. Sr. Maria was very happy with our
visit and discussion on the Truth. We were
joined by Sr. Severina Latociki who also
lives in the area. We left for Lviv and arrived
quite late at our home base, the Laybida
home.
The next morning, after breakfast of
perogies made with meat from ground veal
heart and lungs, we left for the young people's
meeting 60 kilometers from Lviv in the
village of Sudowa Wishna at the home of Br.
and Sister Bohdan and Leesa Borowiec. They
have converted a hay barn into a meeting
place where young people's meetings are
held. The attic of the barn is used for sleeping
quarters when many brethren stay overnight.
The meeting was three hours long. They
wanted to hear about Br. Walter and Br.
Frank's experiences as they sojourned in the
narrow way of sacrifice. We related our experiences of coming into the Truth, where we
meet, the nature of our meetings, our personal growth in the Truth, the conventions
we attend, our witness work, our association
with the brethren, how we met our spouses
and how the Lord has directed us throughout
our consecrated lives, in our occupations, in

our services to the brethren and in holding
fast to the Truth that was dispensed as "meat
in due season," as well as problems that have
arisen due to errors creeping in. The young
people also shared some of their experiences, particularly during the years of Communism.
Dinner was served at 4:00 p.m. and after
that much singing took place along with
choir practice. We left at 9:00.
The next morning, the Sunday meeting in
Lviv was attended by seventy brethren. The
program consisted of two discourses and a
Volume VI study. Br. Walter had the first
discourse and his topic was "Contending for
the Faith." Br. Frank spoke on the subject,
"Events During the Sounding of the Seventh
Trumpet." The brethren felt pleased that the
doctrines were reinforced in the discourses,
and that it gave the ecclesia a sense of determination to study their Volumes. The Volume VI study, on marital obligations, was
led by Br. Ocep Zabiu, a deacon in Lviv. The
Ecclesia has two elders and six deacons.
After the meeting, we went to the home of
Br. Victor and Sr. Natalia Senkiw. We also
visited Sr. Larysa Palex who is very sick with
fluid retention and Sr. Anna Molchila who
was also ill.
The next week our travels took us to the
northern parts of the Ukraine. The first stop
was in Lutsk where Br. Wasyl Kurak and his
wife live. This is the same yard where Br.
Wignanic, a well known pilgrim lived. We
served at his funeral in 1994. We had a
meeting there. Br. Walter served with a discourse entitled "Operation of the Holy
Spirit," and Br. Frank led a question meeting. There were many questions on "What is
Wilful Sin?" and "On the Grace of God."
After supper Br. Wasyl drove us in his 1999
Lada to visit Sr. Nadia Zowniruk. Her feet are
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tism-Eph. 4:4-6.
The meeting started at 6:00 p.m. There
were 120 brethren present. About fifteen of
these still believe in the High Calling. Br.
Walter spoke on the subject "Contending
for the Faith," and Br. Frank on "Abide in Me
and I in You." Much time was allotted in the
discourses to the subject of the High Calling.
The chairman asked if there were any questions, but not a single question was asked.
The brethren invited us to come again. They
are very grateful for the Volumes they received and for the Ukrainian bi-monthly
journal. We stayed overnight at the home of
Br. Slawko Xylchuk and departed on
Wednesday for Tarnopil.
We arrived at the home of Br. and Sr.
Slawko Semchuk and Sister Kryskiw. The
meeting began at 6:15 p.m. where about
twenty-five brethren attended. Br. Semchuk
chaired the meeting and he stressed that the
class there strongly adhered to Studies in the
Scriptures, that the Lord is present and reigning and that the Times of Restitution have
begun
since his
return.
B r .
Walter
served
with a
discourse
on "The
Binding
of Satan." Br.
Frank
led a
question
meeting.
SpontaBrethren at Lutsk, Ukraine

very badly swollen. We were able to leave
her some diuretic pills.
On this trip we should mention that Br.
Michola Dmitrik was the chauffeur and those
who traveled together were Brs. Ihor, Andrew, Frank and Walter and Sr. 011ia
Borewice.
From Lutsk we journeyed to the city of
Rovno to the home of Sasha and Nella
Nazaruk where we stayed overnight.
On Tuesday, August 29 we traveled to
Orlikiw to the home of Slawko Xylchuk. The
ecclesia here is an Epiphany class. They
invited us to speak and we accepted. Two of
their elders, Br. Wasyl Matechuk and Br..
Michael Xylchuk, came to visit us before the
meeting began. We had a long discussion on
the subject of why the door of opportunity to
the High Calling is still open. We stressed
the fact that when Br. Russell spoke of consecration between the ages he never mentioned anywhere that we should decide ourselves what our reward will be—that there
was only one calling, one hope, one bap-
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neous questions from the floor were: 1) What
did Jonathan, in the time of David, picture,
if anything?; 2) What does it mean to "come
out of her" as recorded in Rev. 18:4?; 3)
What is the Image of the Beast?; 4) What
does washing of feet by Jesus picture?; 5)
How do we understand Isa. 14:12, 13 which
is a factual statement, and the scriptures
before it are symbolic?
We stayed overnight there and left the
next morning for Polane after breakfast. We
also visited a sick sister in Tarnopil. We
arrived in Polane at the home of Br.
Wladomare Kraetsky. We were served lunch
here and had much discussion on many
topics. The brethren here are sound in the
Truth. From here we traveled to Zolochiw to
the home of Br. Ewhen Dowhan. We had a
meeting there. Br. Walter served with a discourse on the 1 Thessalonians 5 and Br.
Frank spoke on "The Faith of Joseph as a
Type of Christ and His Body." Eighteen
brethren were present.
After supper we discussed a number of
questions. Br. Dowhan is well grounded in
the Truth. He recently toured Poland serving
many ecclesias there. He pointed out that the
brethren in Poland are divided into at least
three groups: 1) Those who do not believe in
the Second Presence; 2) Those who believe
in the Second Presence and that Jesus is
reigning and that the Times of Restitution
have begun and; 3) Those who believe in the
Presence, but not in the reign or that the
Times of Restitution have begun.
We left the next day, Friday, for Lviv and
touched home base. Then we went for dinner
to Br. Gene Hozelynk' s and had much discussion on various topics. In the evening a
number of brethren came to the Laybida
home to bid us farewell. The prevailing
sentiment in our minds in connection with
this mission to Ukraine has been one of great
gratitude to the Lord and an increasing appreciation of our obligation to him and his
goodness toward us. And this thought has
been intensified as we come in contact with
the actualities of life in Ukraine. The Lord
has been very gracious to us. The whole
experience has been a wonderful and convincing lesson respecting the things we have
already believed and taught. We are very
appreciative of the Divine favor bestowed
on us, and feel very grateful to God for the
privilege enjoyed, and that we are returning
with a heart not only grateful, but full of
thanksgiving and strengthened by the various experiences of this mission. Everywhere
the brethren kept asking us to come back
again.
All the brethren from Ukraine where we
visited conveyed their love to the brethren
in Canada and the U.S.A.
We left Lviv via Kiev to Toronto and on
finally to Winnipeg. ❑
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Serving Our Brethren
"To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life."

Romans 2:7

Two New Websites Serve Brethren
The Miami Valley Bible Student Ecclesia is the sponsor of two new
websites that have the goal of providing a service to the brethren.
Funding for these projects was made possible by the Divine Plan
Foundation.

HarvestAudio.com
This is a new service for providing Audio of the Reprints via the
Internet. The HarvestAudio.com website allows brethren all over the
globe to listen to reprint articles via the Internet. One first finds the
article by searching by article number, keyword(s) of title or by
listing an entire year's articles. Currently there are almost 700 audio
reprint articles available from 1912-1916. More articles will be
added as they become available. Users of HarvestAudio.com can use
the same login and username as HarvestTruth.com . By logging into
HarvestAudio.com brethren will be able to manage lists of articles
that they want to listen to at a later date. Brethren can choose to send
audio reprints to other brethren via an E-mail link to the "audio
stream" and even include a personal note—all through the

HarvestAudio.com website. All of the Volumes are scheduled to be
on the site by the end of the year. This site too is under constant
upgrading based on brethren's feedback.

HarvestTruth.com
A new service for the brethren to access the Harvest Truth Database
on the Internet. The HarvestTruth.com website offers the Reprints,
Volumes, etc., in a searchable web interface. Complex words
searches can be completed online with almost instantaneous results
even on slower Internet connections. After finding the desired
reference, brethren are able to view the entire article and even attach
personal notes to each paragraph, if desired. Each of the brethren
"log on" to HarvestTruth.com with their own unique username and
password which is provided upon your first visit to the site. This
private access method allows the brethren to keep their own personal
notes and will allow for future customization. The site will
constantly be upgraded and enhanced based on the brethren's
feedback.

World News Briefs
■ The world reaction to the September 11 bombing of the World
Trade Center and Pentagon was uniformly of horror and sympathy
except for the reaction from Islamic countries, including the
Palestinians. Pictures and videos show that Palestinians joyously
celebrated the terrorist attack. Press reports about this have been
suppressed by the Palestinian Authority. Yasser Arafat, in addition
to condemning the terror attacks, has strained to show his support
for the United States, including donating blood for the victims
Reuters and The Jerusalem Post September 14, 2001

to "help the world's poorest countries, especially in Africa". Reuters
July 22, 2001

■ In preparation for the UN Summit on Racism, the Vatican urged
Western nations to consider forgiving billions of dollars in debt for
African countries as a method of atoning for slavery. Pope John Paul
II suggested an "apology or expression of regret" might serve as an
alternative. AP August 30, 2001

■Twelve European nations will share a common currency, the euro,
on January 1, 2002. It will be the first common currency for Europe
since the Roman Empire. The euro is "intended to compete with the
U.S. dollar in power and prestige". USN&WR June 25, 2001

■The UN racism conference concluded after nine chaotic days with
agreements to condemn the African slave trade as a crime against
humanity and to recognize the "plight of the Palestinians under
foreign occupation." Both the US and Israeli delegations left the
conference because of the original document's overt antisemitism
and the singling out of Israel as a racist society. Arab delegations
insisted unsuccessfully that Israel be identified as racist in the
agreement. NY Times September 9, 2001
■ The gap between rich and poor continues to grow in the world.
Half earth's population lives on less than $2 each day. The wealth
of the three richest people exceeds the combined gross domestic
product of the 43 poorest nations. Two UN conferences on poverty
in the last twenty years have failed to improve economic conditions
of the poor. USN&WR May 14, 2001 and AP May 21, 2001
■ The Group of Eight meeting in Genoa, Italy was besieged by tens
of thousands of anti-globalization protestors who view the wealthy
nations as the true creators of poverty in the world. G8 leaders
restated that a strong and growing global economy is the best
weapon against poverty and declared that decisive action is needed

■ The European Union established a timetable for admitting new
member nations as early as 2004. During the three day meeting, anticapitalist demonstrations became violent protests, nearly
overwhelming local police. Swedish Prime Minister Persson said
that nothing like it had ever occurred in his country. Reuters June
16, 2001

■ Despite a campaign promise, President Bush delayed the move of
the US Embassy to Jerusalem six months. US law requires the
embassy move unless the president invokes a waiver, which he did
giving the potential for terrorist attacks as the reason for the delay.
Candidate Bush had promised to make the embassy move as soon
as he took office. The Jerusalem Post June 13, 2001
■ Israeli officials traveling abroad could face arrest under "war
crimes" laws. A few European nations permit prosecution of war
crimes committed outside their borders. Israel fears this trend as a
politicization of the international judicial system. AP July 2001
■ Demographers project that the Jewish population will become a
minority in Israel in 35 years. Prime Minister Ariel Sharon urged
Russian Jews to immigrate to Israel to forestall this trend. The
Jerusalem Post September 12, 2001
■ IBM announced the creation of a computer logic circuit made
from a single molecule of carbon. Its size is 100,000 times thinner
than a human hair. Computrers using the new circuit will be smaller,
run faster, and use less power. AP August 27, 2001 ❑
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New Brethren in Christ
"In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths."

Proverbs 3:6

Immersions 2001

At Criva, Moldova, August 5
Two brothers and six sisters were immeresed at a special service
At Rockland, NY, July 1
attended by 19 brethren from Ruseni and Ocnita. All had been
Br. John Moffat Jr.
consecrated before, but had not seen the beauty and privilege of the
Br. Russell Shallieu gave the baptismal discourse and performed the outward symbol until recently. The brethren thank the Lord for a
immersion with the assistance of Br. Brendan Getchel.
beautiful sunny day.
One of the sisters who was immersed has some heart problems
At Johnstown, PA, July 21
which were a cause of concern before the immersion, but after the
Sr. Rebecca Johnson, daughter of Br. and Sr. Frank Nemesh;
service she indicated she was feeling better and stronger.
Sr. Nancy Minkoblack, niece of Br. Mike Balko;
Sr. Rebecca Nielsen, friend of Stephanie Haase;
At Huntsville, AL, September 15
Br. Andy and Sr. Tamara Thompson;
Sr. Laura Costelli
Br. Marvin Korel
Sr. Tamra Parker
Sr. Pat Swartz
Sr. Suzanne Tribble

Status of Bible Students in England
This letter from Br. Holliday of the West Wickham Ecclesia, England
is an effort to clarify a position stated in a report given by Br. Frank
Boychuk at the Columbus Bible Students Pre-memorial Convention
March 24 and 25, 2001. Br. Boychuk's reply is appended. Ed.

A sister from the south coast of England has drawn attention to
an excerpt of a report entitled, "Status of Bible Students Worldwide." In this, after reporting on the Bible Students' movement in
various countries, Br. Frank Boychuk is reported to have said:
"I might just add, very briefly, England we did not touch upon,
we didn't touch on France either, but regarding England, since Br.
Hudson passed away, it was reported at the International Convention last year in Poland, that 'there isn't a.single Bible student in
London today.' So the Truth movement has practically died, you
might say, in England to a large extent. There are some brethren in
the outskirts, outlying areas, who still do have meetings, but when
Br. Hudson led they had the conventions, continuous conventions,
I believe, for 85 years, and now it is gone, that's discontinued."
Concern was expressed by this sister that it might be possible to
draw a wrong impression from the above and that it would be well
to clarify the position.
Conventions took place for many years at the Aldersbrook
Ecclesia at Ilford at least three times each year until the brethren
gradually passed beyond. These conventions had nothing to do with
Br. Albert Hudson, by the way, who never regarded himself as a
"leader," nor did the brethren here, while esteeming him warmly as
an old-time brother in Christ.
Brother Hudson's passing leaves a gap. We all loved him. But it
has made no appreciable impact on the continuity of the Truth
movement in this land.
For over 50 years (since 1947) Truth conventions have been held
annually at the West Wickham Ecclesia and are still held. The next
is due September 22nd and 23rd DV. West Wickham is in Kent, just
12 miles south of central London and part of Greater London.
The harvest message has been appreciated by this ecclesia
throughout the years, and the original number of about 18 brethren
is also retained to this day, although only two of the original
members are alive. Others have been drawn to this class and have
taken their places over the years.
We have additions at present of two new-comers with promise of

a possible third shortly. These discovered the Truth through the
Internet. We still have four studies per week as when we commenced
as a class. These are part Bible studies and part Truth literature...
Other Truth meetings have been and are still being held elsewhere
though the numbers are few, leaving West Wickham as the largest
ecclesia in the British Isles that still profess appreciation of the
Harvest message.
While these adjustments to the report above quoted are minor, it
is well, perhaps, to give the fuller picture. It also occurs to us that there
may be a future printing of the report, at which time it may be
appropriate to add a small footnote to the intent that the Truth still
thrives in England and brethren appreciative of the Harvest message
are most welcome visitors here!

Reply from Br. Boychuk
In response to the concern by Br. Donald Holliday regarding the
report made on "Status of Bible Students Worldwide" during the
Columbus Bible Students pre-memorial Convention on March 24th
and 25th, 2001, I would like to mention that this information about
London was given at the Tenth International Convention of Bible
Students. This occurred during a special presentation on the "Life
and Work of Br. Albert Hudson." I will quote one paragraph from the
Convention Discourse Book, page 28. This introduction was
presented by Br. Michael Nekora.
"In February, 1998, Br. Donald Holliday used his video camera
to record some thoughts from Br. Hudson. Our dear brother talked
about what had happened in the past after the death of a person God
used to do great things. Fervor among those favored often dies with
the leader. He saw a similar diminishing of fervor since the days of
Br. Russell. He told Br. Holliday he remembered the huge crowds
that met together on Sunday in London in a building that seated
1200. Today that building is gone and 'there is not a single Bible
Student who lives in the city of London. —
It appears that this information came from Br. Hudson which was
recorded on Br. Holliday's video camera by him in 1998. I did
mention that there are brethren in the outskirts of London. Br.
Hudson may have been referring to London proper when he said
`there is not a single Bible Student who lives in the city of London.' ...
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Our Brethren Speak
"Blessed be the LORD, because he bath heard the voice of my supplications."

Testimonies at Chicago, IL, May 26-28, 2001
Faithful All The Way
Br. George Kuzmin, Milwaukee, WI

"I want to testify about a trying experience I had at work some weeks
ago. I never realized there was a parallel between the work I do and
the way we walk, because I am in the business of making molds that
other people use to make copies. I had been working on one of the
largest molds we had ever tried to make, and when we got down to
the final stage of taking the model out of the mold, I had a couple
of slips and put two tool marks in the mold. This turned out to render
the mold useless. That caused me to think of the way we walk and
the way I have to walk. It is not good enough for the brethren to have
a good beginning, because I had done 99% of everything right. I got
that mold almost out the door until I made a couple of little slips. It
is not good enough for us to have a good beginning, or a good
middle. We have to be careful and faithful all the way to the very
end if we want to be able to become an exact copy, because with those
two little blemishes on there no longer was the mold what the
customer had on his drawing..."
Rejoicing In Witnessing
Sr. Esther Bachorski, Detroit, MI Area

"...We had a public witness on the Messiah video in Metro at the
convention and there was a couple sitting next to me. I saw this
woman reaching for her Kleenex to wipe her eyes, she was so tearful
at the scenes of our Lord's death and of his resurrection. I wondered
what I could say to this woman. The video ended, and I turned to her
and said, 'Was not that the most remarkable video you have ever
seen? Was not that a wonderful thing that our Lord was resurrected
for all the people on the earth that there will be no more death and
no more suffering? I just lost my husband and I find that such a
comfort to my soul.' She took my hand, and we talked...I asked if she
would like to see some of the booklets on the resurrection and what
is to be for all mankind. I picked out some booklets for her. She
signed up for more literature, and for the brethren to call her. She said,
`It was wonderful talking to you.' I told her I felt the same way.
"...I received a sympathy card from an acquaintance where we
used to live (near Phoenix). Enclosed was a Jehovah's Witness
pamphlet on the resurrection. I could not let this go by. I happened
to have a couple of pamphlets—one on the Millennium and one on
the Kingdom of God. So I enclosed them with a letter to her. I told
her that I gathered from what she sent me that she believes in the
resurrection, and told her that I also believe in the resurrection, and
hoped that she would read my beliefs for all mankind in the future.
This has given me such pleasure and strength in all that has happened
in my life..."
Witnessed to Nurse on Last Day
Br. Walter Wessol, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia

"...Most of you came in here walking. Some came in a wheelchair,
but I will tell you one thing: when you do not walk for a while and
you walk again, that is a thrill. Everything we have is a blessing the
Lord has granted us. I had a privilege on the last day of my two-week
stay in the hospital. The Lord provided a nurse to come in and we
started to talk about the scriptures and she stayed with me for two
hours. She had an interest in hell, trinity, other subjects. My
daughter had Volume I and the booklet, How To Study the Bible and
Have It Make Sense, and I was able to give that to the nurse. She gave
me her address. That was her last day at the hospital, as she was going
back to nursing school. I appreciate the privilege that the Lord has

Psalm 28:6

granted me, and any time I see someone not walking too well or in
a wheelchair I can stop by and talk with them...I also thank the Lord
that I can walk again."
Look Away From Self
Br. Tom Adams, Detroit, MI Area

"...When I first started out back in the 1970s, I went through a period
of depression at the end of which a talk by Br. Morehouse snapped
me out of it. I knew what had happened and decided I would never
go back to that condition again. Once you have been in and out of
it you know all the signs and can tell yourself not to go down that
way again. One thing that is very important to realize is to look away
from self and look to the heavenly Father's plans and purposes.
Think outside of self and reach out, touch, and appreciate others..."
Grateful to have Assisted Brethren
Br. Jason Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia

"...I am thankful to the Lord for being given the opportunity to teach
some brethren to do publishing with computer software. I did a twoday workshop with Cork Express and it turned out quite well. I thank
the Lord and the brethren for giving me the opportunity to do that..."
"Be Formed to the Mold"
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany (IN) Ecclesia

"...I am rejoicing in the Lord's providence that my husband is still
here [after his heart attack]. We know that the Lord has the best time
for everything, and I appreciate his overruling in that experience.
"My father, Br. Owen Kindig, sends his love. He spends a lot of
time in bed and has the John 21 experience that when you get old
somebody bears you up where you would rather not go. By his bed
there is a doorstop on the wall and he fiddles with it a lot. I told him
we were going to Chicago and wondered if he wanted to say
something to the brethren. He looked at the doorstop and said, 'Be
formed to the mold.' Physically he is not very well [due to his stroke].
But he is improving because after three months we finally got a good
combination of therapists. His new creature is very strong and he
keeps telling me to be conformed to the Lord. I asked what words
of wisdom he might have and he said, 'None, I am not wise.
Everybody goes to the Lord and the apostles and the prophets and
that is where you get your wisdom.' I appreciate his example and the
example of my mother. She takes one day at a time and says that the
place she wants to be is in the providence of God. If you ever want
to sing a special hymn for my dad he loves 'Trust and Obey ' ..."
First Two-Day Convention in Romania
Br. Larry Davis, Denver (CO) Ecclesia

"Over the past several months it has been our blessed privilege to
travel in various parts of the United States, and also to Romania and
Moldova. We spent approximately 30 days there with the brethren
and had over 30 meetings, many times more than one per day...It was
a joy and privilege to attend the first two-day General International
Convention in Romania. Brethren were there from Poland, Ukraine,
Hungary, Germany, Romania, Moldova, and United States. It was
a blessed experience. There are three brethren in Romania and
Moldova who have the trial of not being able to find earthly
employment to support their families. However, even though they
do not have jobs they are full time in the Lord's service. They travel
amongst the brethren, provide transportation, organize meetings,
coordinate funerals, and provide moral support. How beautifully the
Lord has taken away their earthly source of employment but given
them full time service in the Father's business..."

"A Blessed Tool"
Br. Richard Bieniak, Los Angeles (CA) Ecclesia
"...I was trying to reflect on some of the blessings I have had in recent

times. I had been contemplating installing a software product that
I received because I was really interested in participating in the online studies. Lo and behold, along came a "messenger" (Br. Larry
Davis) to stay with us on his way through and installed this software
on my computer, which I really have appreciated. I have been taking
advantage of that great blessing ever since. We have been going to
the Monday International Question meeting, the Tuesday Volume
One meeting, and the Thursday Volume Five meeting. It has been
a tremendous. blessing and a blessed tool that the heavenly Father
has provided for us to use in learning more of him and assembling
with more brethren throughout the world..."
Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ, July 7 and 8, 2001
"Morning Dawns, Arise, Arise"
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia

"...I would like to thank the brethren for their tender expressions of
sympathy at my mom's passing. We really appreciated especially
the memories you keep mentioning. I am learning things about my
mom that I did not know-althought they were all things consistent
with what I did know. I appreciated the Lord's timing. My desire
was to go and see her, but the Lord did not permit it...He had better
plans. The reason for visiting her would be to know if she was
spiritually encouraged or discouraged and to possibly help her in
that respect. The Lord, in His own way, shared this with me. One way
was by a phone call I shared with her about eight hours before she
died. She was out of it, but when I mentioned some scriptures, she
totally focused and thanked me. So I knew where her heart was. The
other thing the Lord did for me was that on the last day, Sr. Margaret
and Br. Peter Ferlejewski visited her. When they were walking in the
room, she was singing words from a hymn, 'Morning dawns, arise,
arise.' Looking at the hymn [#316], I could see what was on her heart
and mind-and it was so very comforting to me..."
Volume Translations Thrilling
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia

"...We just returned from a trip to three countries-three days each in
the Ukraine, Moldova and Romania. The main purpose was to make
contact with translators and visit printing plants. In Ukraine, we
have two full-time colporteurs, Br. Lajbida and Sr. Zoriana. They
both know English and Russian very well. We also had discussions
with the wonderful young people there. Also, a new sister, Sr. Julia
from Tulun, Siberia, was there at the same time. In Moldova, we had
a few meetings and were able to visit Sr. Marianna in the hospital
which was a precious experience. We also went to a printing plant
and are going to shift the printing of the Russian Volumes from the
United States to Moldova now. They can be printed and there is no
cost for transportation. Then we went to Romania and in addition
to three meetings with the brethren, we visited a new plant, and we
will shift the printing of the Volumes there also.
"We also had a meeting with elders in Romania. Two main
problems have developed there. One is conscientious objection.
The brethren in Europe have never faced fully the issue of conscientious objection to war. They followed Br. Russell's suggestion
that if they are not recognized as objectors, go into the military, take
a gun, but shoot over someone's head if they are on the front line.
But as we know, Br. Russell changed his position on that in later
years and took a firmer stand. Finally, in Romania, there are younger
brethren who are taking this stand. The Romanian government just
recently passed a law to recognize conscientious objectors, but
unfortunately, they gave a deadline to church groups for this, and
the brethren missed the deadline. So now we have to present our case
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after the deadline and rely on the Lord's overruling. There are
younger brethren in Romania who are willing to go to prison if they
are not recognized as conscientious objectors. They will not serve
in a military or non-combatant service. The second problem we
discussed was that the Orthodox church has made arrangements with
the Romanian government to have required religious classes taught
in public schools by Orthodox priests. Of course, theoretically, they
are not supposed to be teaching doctrine-but they really are. So we
discussed how we can present a case that will endeavor to exempt
our young people from these courses. There will probably be a need
for high attorney fees in both issues. I assured the brethren in
Romania that the brethren in the United States-in all likelihoodwould be willing to assume the payment of these fees..."

"The Door Once Shut!"
Sr. Jean Hrechuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia

"It was this day 19 years ago that I consecrated my life to the Lord.
The 'call' I received had begun the autumn before. I was very young
at the time but always knew I was going to consecrate when I got a
bit older. There was no doubt in my mind. I remember we were having
a weeknight meeting in Hartford in Volume III under the subheading
of the Closing of the Door. It seemed like every week we were singing
Hymn 230-referring to the 'door once shut' ! It was a burning in me
that I had to do it now. Because I was so young, I waited for that whole
year to see if it was a true 'call' and if I would be able to maintain that
spirit. It was a few days after the New Brunswick convention that I
could not wait anymore and had to consecrate. I wanted to publicly
thank my heavenly Father for not only calling me at that time in my
life, but for all his tender mercies in the way he has led me these years.
I am very thankful."
I-0 Convention, July 26-28, 2001
Every Tract a Coupon
Sr. Ruth Maillard, Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia

"...The banner is so beautiful and reminds me of what Br. Barton
wrote in my mother's Manna: 'Are you forgetting the things behind
or before?' When I say 1-0' I spell it a little differently. I spell it 'I
OWE.' I do owe the Lord a great debt of gratitude. I am so thankful
for the many pillars of the faith whom I had the privilege of knowing
in my early years in the Truth. And I am very thankful for my heritage
in the Truth, which dates back to 1893 when my mother's father
received The Divine Plan of the Ages and immediately embraced it.
I appreciate the heritage of my mother's gentle simplicity. I
appreciate the heritage from my father in his vision of the Truth and
his ability to give illustrations that made the Truth clear and simple
and memorable. My goal is to share the vision in my heart and also
the enthusiasm that I feel for the Truth...' tasting the power of the age
to come' (Heb. 6:5). That is the way I want to live. I want to think of
every tract that I put out as a coupon to be cashed in for the Kingdom,
and that nothing for the Lord will be wasted..."
Brethren's Example Remembered
Sr. Evelyn Doran, New Albany (IN) Ecclesia

"...As late as the day before we were leaving I was ready to not come
to the convention, but I followed the example of Br. Everett Murray
(a former pilgrim) and his wife, Sr. Linnie. I remember that Sr. Murray
had surgery, and about two days after she came out of the hospital,
Br. Murray had an itinerary already to go to seven states and wanted
her to go with him. She told him she could not do it, as she just came
out of the hospital, but he insisted that she do. Well, she was telling
me about this, and in her inimitable way she said, 'Well, if Everett
wants me to go with him, I am just going to have to tell the Lord about
that. And the Lord worked it out.' I feel pretty much the same way.
See Brethren next page
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We are often asked to pray for one another, and we do, and it was not
until two years ago when I heard a discourse by a brother where he
quoted 1Samuel 12:23, which said that we are sinning if we do not
pray for the brethren. That made a very deep impression on me,
because I looked back and wondered if I was fervent enough in my
prayers for our brethren.
"I bring the love of a new sister in our class whom is quite ill and
awaiting surgery, Sr. Vickie Flood. She has such a zeal for the Truth,
that she came to class last Sunday because she had undertaken a little
job with a special study the class has, and she wanted to be there to
present her introduction to the subject. She came feeling very sick
and I suggested she go home, but she said not until the study was
over. Well, before she got home she was taken to the hospital..."

The Little Green Book
Br. Jack Lamb, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia
"...You know the Lord works in mysterious ways and he has his own
way of doing things. I remember back approximately 20 years ago,
when I ran across a little green book that changed my life forever. But
in reading that little green book I would read a little bit, put it down,
and walk the floors. I thought surely no one man has got this much
sense, not one man anyway! But come to find out, I was wrong. You
know the more I read the more I would argue with the book. What
I tried to do was prove him wrong and you can see what the
consequences are - I am standing here, still reading the book. I thank
God for this privilege we have in Christ. He has given us more than
we could ever think or ask for. I often think in our stubbornness how
gently God deals with us when you know if it were us dealing with
others we would not be as gentle. While in one organization I was
taught I was going to heaven, then I was in another organization and
was told, 'What do you want to go to heaven for? The kingdom is
going to be on earth!' I said, 'Well, that makes a lot of difference.
I believe I will just stay here.' Well, later after reading the little green
book I found out that both of them were right - a kingdom in heaven
and on earth. With joy and pleasure I thank our God and Creator, the
sustainer of all, for all his tender love and mercy. May we all rejoice
in the Truth..."
"Be a Tool in the Lord's Hands"
Br. David Hauke, Baltimore (MD) Area Ecclesia
"...I appreciate the Lord's overruling in an experience. My truck at
work had just had some repairs, but it just did not feel right.
Approximately two weeks ago all of a sudden the steering broke
completely in front of the university's student center where I work.
The truck shot across the sidewalk and came to rest on a lawn. My
initial response was irritation that it broke just after it had been fixed.
But then I realized there was a telephone pole that I came within
inches from and I thank the Lord I was spared from that. I also realized
that at any university there are a lot of things going on, and a student
center at lunch time is usually very busy. The Lord spared me the
fact that no one was on the sidewalk.
"We did stop and visit Br. Marion Schrock on our way here. We
really appreciated the mental sharpness he has, and it is a real joy to
talk with him. We are grateful that the Holy Spirit is very effectual
for some of our brethren who are in nursing homes.
"On the 4th of July we set up a booth in a park. One experience
was that an Arabic young man came and picked up everything on
Israel, and said, 'They should not be there, you know.' I said, 'Well,
I know you are not going to like what is in those books,' and tried
to give him a little bit of the Plan, stating that the Jews were going
to have a special place in God's Plan, but that did not mean that
anybody else was going to be left out. I said, 'Do not worry about
those books - look in some of this material first.' We did give him
a business card and do not know what will come of it but appreciated

the privilege. We would encourage the brethren to get out there and
be a tool in the Lord's hands..."

Petting Lions and Riding Tigers
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia
"...I want to testify about some witness opportunities I have had of
late for which I am very thankful. It was a real blessing to serve at
our fair booth again this year. I had a special opportunity, as the fair
is in the town where we live and it is also where I work in the school
system. I saw some of the children that I teach and asked them if they
went to Sunday school or knew the Lord's Prayer. I recited the part
to them, 'Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.' I then asked them to take the little booklet, God's Kingdom,
which is a wonderful description about a time of justice and peace
and love between men. There is also the little tract that has the picture
of the little child with the animals—the peaceable Kingdom with a
scripture under it. I gave that to them too and told them how Adam
named all the animals, and at that time there was no fear between
them. Someday the world will be like that again and they will have
the opportunity to pet a lion or a tiger or to ride a lion. I was thankful
to plant that seed in their minds.
'Br. John and I have been witnessing to a man doing work on our
home. He studies the Bible on his own and he said that he really wants
the truth of God's word, but it has to be proven to him by the
scriptures...We got into some really deep subjects. I was very
thankful to give him some booklets that the brethren have put
together on many meaty topics. We also discussed the trinity, and
when we first talked about it he was pretty strong and said, 'You
know, the Jehovah's Witnesses believe Jesus was Michael, the
Archangel, and that he is a created being - do you believe that?' I
said, 'Well, I think they are right on that.' We talked about it a little
more the next day, it finally came out that he really did not
understand it. I was so thankful to be able to have a scriptural answer.
We want to get together with him to discuss these things some more,
and would ask the prayers of the brethren in this regard. We know
it is only through the Lord that these things can be understood and
appreciated..."
Delayed Arrival Providential
Sr. Virgina Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia
"...I want to bring you the special love and greetings from Sr. Beti
Precup. One of the blessings this summer has been having Sr. Beti
in our home, as she is one of the translators of the volumes into
today's Romanian language. We left her at the airport on Monday.
Her plane was two hours late in leaving, which meant that she lost
her connecting flight in Paris. In making new arrangements before
we left the airport, it would bring her in Budapest two hours late,
which meant she would miss the van from Budapest to Cluj,
Romania. We were quite concerned as to how she would make her
connections...They usually only have one van that drives from
Budapest to Cluj daily. It is really wonderful, however, how the Lord
overruled it. She told the Lord that whatever he overrules would be
fine with her, even if she had to find a hotel in Budapest, stay
overnight and get the van 24 hours later. But the Lord overruled it
differently for her. When the van company in Cluj was informed that
she would be two hours later, they had two vans in Budapest that day
when she arrived. She went to the van company at 6:00 p.m., and
there was a van ! The driver said, 'Oh, we never have two vans leaving
from Budapest to Cluj—never! Only one van. But today, for some
reason, we have two vans.' He waited a couple more hours after her
arrival for other passengers. Sr. Beti had a wonderful opportunity to
witness on the ride to Cluj, however. There was a young woman from
France who was studying to be a pharmacist. She was a Catholic and
had a relative who was a Jehovah's Witness, and Sr. Betty had the
See Brethren next page
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Conventions
"Mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people." Isaiah 56:7

October 13, 14 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students
Ecclesia Annual. Programs and information from the secretary:
Jackie Lancaster, P.O. Box 3155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. Email: corlan @ stic.net
October 17-21 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students
Semi-Annual. For programs write to the secretary: Ruth Wilmott,
P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164.
October 26-28 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible
Students Annual. Pennsylvania State University (Fayette Campus),
Uniontown, PA. Five speakers. Contact: Mrs. Duane Cramer, 324
Town Country Road, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone: (724) 6774633.
November 22-25 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia
Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Study on
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following

points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic
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opportunity to discuss Biblical subjects with her. She was very

thrilled over that. The van took Sr. Beti right to her apartment at 4:00
a.m. so she invited this young woman to stay overnight with her,
which she did. Now Sr. Beti is looking forward to future contact with
her on discussing the scriptures..."

Comforted by Hope of the Future
Sr. Jann Lewis, Denver (CO) Ecclesia
"...I want to thank all of you. The brethren have been extremely
loving. Thank you all so much for the cards, the thoughts, and the
prayers we received from all over, including Romania, Germany, and
Canada. I shared all of these with my husband [Frank] and he was
very pleased. He enjoyed the hope of the future and was at peace
[died June 2]. Thank you for your love."
"The Best Stuff"
Sr. Alys Schneider, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
"...My brother has been going to flea markets for about two years on
Saturdays by himself, and I told him that when I retired I would go
to one of the flea markets with him. I retired December 1, 2000, and
I started going with him. Many people told me that herein lies the
challenge, but when you go with him you see that even though he
might sell ten to twenty Volumes in the morning, for every one sold
he has been rejected at least ten times. What is good about a flea
market as opposed to a fair is that every week it is going on and people
get used to seeing you there. As an example, a man stood staring at
the display board for about 15 minutes, and I said something every
little bit and then backed off. All of a sudden another man came
running up, picked up a bunch of videos, paid for them, and told the
other man, 'This is the best stuff you will ever find. These people

"The Journeys of the Apostle Paul and His Experiences." Contact:
Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330)
882-3309 or E-mail (Joanne Klich): jklich@akron.infi.net

2002
February 16,17 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio Annual. Six speakers. Theme—Meat in Due Season:
Chronology Time Features and Other Harvest Truths. Secretary:
Deborah Stewart, P. 0. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone:
(614) 890-1814. E-mail: ransomed2@earthlink.net
March 23,24 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia annual Pre-Memorial Convention. Location to be
announced. Five speakers and baptismal service. Please contact:
Mrs. Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720.
Phone: (302) 328-7673.
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the doorto the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

really know what they believe and they have scriptures for
everything. You have to get this - it is the best stuff here.' And before
I turned around the other man had his money out. This type of thing
keeps happening because they keep coming back and seeing you
there. This has been a blessing for me..."

"It Was Not So Bad"
Sr. Margorie Theis, Portland (OR) Area Ecclesia
"It is a wonderful blessing to come here and see my dear Rosswick
sisters...The chairman was talking about being persecuted for
righteousness sake. I just met my friend who was in jail for a year [for
conscientious objections] and when he talks about it now, he says,
`You know, it was not so bad. You just do what the Lord gives you.'
That was Br. Harry Nugent. We were immersed together, so this was
an added joy..."
Chairman: Br. Eugene Burns: "... You mentioned the brother who
was in jail, and he said it was not all that bad. Well, it is a remarkable
thing. I went to see this brother when he was in jail in Connecticut,
and it was a strange experience. I came in as a minister to see Br.
Harry. That was the only way I could get in because I was not afamily
member. I was never treated with more respect, I was the 'Reverend'
all the way down the line and everyone was treating me like I had
never been treated before—except in jail! Poor Harry! He was a
prisoner and the one put upon. It was a joy to see him, but I was so
embarrassed that I was getting all that acclaim and recognition,
and here our dear brother was suffering for righteousness sake and
having to endure such hardships in prison. But that is some of the
interesting things us Bible Students have in our catalog of
memories." LI

"One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to
behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple." Psalm 27:4
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
.. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
joint heir.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.
-
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