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Visit to Sisters "On Top of the World"
In the latter half of April, Br. Jerry Leslie
traveled with Br. Allen Springer to Siberia,
Russia to encourage and strengthen the deep
consecrations there. Another objective was
to extend support for truth literature and to
reinforce commitments to the brethren. The
heavenly Father granted guidance,
providence and many answers to prayer.
Many brethren participated by their prayers,
material gestures and assistances for the
mission.
The journey began at O'Hare International Airport in Chicago, and from there to
Moscow, where Sr. Zoriana Dowhan had
arrived the same day from Lvov, Ukraine. Sr.
Zoriana traveled to Siberia in years past and
has proven to be a most effective and energetic translator, as well as adding an important element of interaction with the sisters in
Tulun, Siberia. The three flew the same day
from Moscow to Irkutsk, Siberia. The territory of Siberia encompasses all of Russia
east of the Ural Mountains. From east to
west, Russia spans eleven time zones, or
nearly half the earth. Siberia spans eight
time zones. Flights arrive into Irkutsk near
Lake Baikal—the largest fresh water lake in
the world, holding nearly one fifth of the
world's fresh water. In winter the temperatures are so cold that even this massive body
of water freezes over. Tulun is eight hours by
train north of the Mongolian and Chinese
borders, or six hours north of Irkutsk. From
departure in the U.S., until arrival in Tulun
was more than 43 hours, virtually non-stop,
spanning portions of three days.
By the end of April this area is usually
warming and the snow and ice are beginning
to melt, but this year the cold held on longer

Brethren at meeting in Tulun

than usual. Upon arrival it was cool but
not uncomfortable during the day. Temperatures dropped below freezing
quickly after sunset. It was good to
have hats, gloves and scarves.
Little tokens of love mean a lot to
those so far away. A gift of special neck
scarves from two sisters in Ohio was
much appreciated by those who received them. There were also gifts of
sausages that were a special treat. A
sister in the Portland class sent gifts of
head coverings for the sisters. Russian
Plan charts were sent from Canada. All
these were received with much gratitude.
The logistics of the journey required considerable forward planning as well as many
decisions along the way. It was a blessing to

Br. Jerry Leslie, Sr. Zoriana Dowhan
have a group of three consecrated minds to
confer on such matters: arrivals and departures from three different airports in Moscow
coordinated with a travel agent; meeting Sr.
Tamara Usachenko and Julia Shilyaeva in
Irkutsk scheduled; hotel rooms to be reserved in Irkutsk to register arrival and passports; train tickets to Tulun and exchange
for rubles to be arranged the same day; luggage to be carried on and off trains, buses,
taxis and sometimes for long distances. In
Tulun, travel to meetings was by bus, but
considerable distance between bus stops
and various homes was covered on foot. Any
books, lessons and gifts had to be carefully
planned each day, as return journeys were
not convenient. Return train schedules to
Irkutsk and Moscow had to anticipate possible flight time schedules, because it was
not possible to confirm flights ahead of time,
and, indeed, times were changed.

Brethren at meeting in Tulun

Bible Students History in Tulun,
Siberia
Some truth literature reached this area of
Siberia in the 1950s and 60s from Poland and
Ukraine. This included a Russian Volume I,
Daily Heavenly Manna and the PhotoDrama of Creation. This took place under
the heavy hand of the Socialist government
and in forced labor camps in Siberia. Some
brethren were deported from other countries.
There are sisters from Germany, Poland,
Ukraine and Finland. Most got the Truth
from a handful of faithful and consecrated
brethren in those early years. There were also
brethren from Lithuania, but they
subsequently returned to start Bible
Students classes in that country. There are
about eighteen sisters in Tulun who meet
together regularly. There is also one brother
See Siberia page 8

Greetings in the Lord
Every day, earth-changing news items
appear in the world press. It is impossible to
remember much of it. For this reason we
began to include a new section in the last
issue of the Newsletter—Religious New
Briefs. In this issue World News Briefs has
been added. We marvel that so many daily
news items fulfil Br. Russell's prophetic
expectations. We believe it is important to
record some of these news items for our
review and for the benefit of future readers.
We trust you will find these items of more
than common interest and that they will be
a benefit to you spiritually as well.
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Entered Into Rest
"God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord." 1 Cor, 1:9

■ Br. Jonis Jacobsen of the
Wilmington/Chesapeake City
(DE) Ecclesia, died quietly on
April 9 in the ICU at Wilmington
Hospital surrounded by his wife
Sr. Laura and family. Br. Jonis
symbolized his consecration in
1972 and always testified of
God's love and goodness to him
and Sr. Laura (2500 N. Madison
Street, Wilmington, DE 19802) to
whom he had been married for
over 61 years. Br. Jonis was very
active in the Ecclesia. He was an
excellent student and understood
well the precious details of the
Harvest Truth.

■ Sr. Lillian Foster (Svab) of White Rock, B.C. died May 16. She
was a member of the Langley class. She was preceded in death by her
husband Br. Charlie in 1973 and is survived by a daughter Sr.
Darlene Laslo (Box 1, Ruthilda, SK SOK 2S0, Canada), and a son Br.
Albert Svab (2660 Croydon Dr., Surrey, BC V4B 4Z5, Canada. Email: asvab@telus.net). The service was given by Br. John
Blackwell.

Br. Jonis Jacobsen

■ Br. Steve Svab, age 93, of Bjorkdale, Saskatchewan, Canada
finished his earthly course on Febuary 20, after a brief illness. Br.
Steve consecrated his life to the Lord in 1945. He is survived by his
wife Sr. Theresa (Box 158, Bjorkdale, SK, Canada, SOE 0E0), two
daughters and a brother.
Br. Steve met with the Porcupine Plain Bible Students and
attended many conventions. Br. Christian Zahnow was a great
encouragement to both Br. Steve and Sr. Theresa, sharing forth the
Truth through the Faithful and Wise Servant and the Studies in the
Scriptures. In their home they entertained many brethern from
Canada and the U.S.A. and had many studies.
Br. Adam Siwak conducted the funeral witness for about 125
friends, relatives and brethren.
■ Sr. Sarah Grillo of the Groton / New London (CT) Ecclesia died
unexpectedly on May 7 at the age of 77. She and her husband Roger
had moved into an attached apartment with their son and daughterin-law Br. Mark and Sr. Vicki
Grillo only one year ago. The
Lord gave the family and the
brethren a comforting gift ahead
of time in that Sr. Sarah spent the
previous day with them at the
Hartford (CT) convention. "She
was our 'Sunshine' Lady," Sr. Lori
Duhaime remembers, "and loving
her was as easy as breathing..."
She is survived by her husband
Roger (154 Case Street, Norwich,
CT 06360) a son Br. Mark; two
grandchildren; a sister Sr. Martha
Duhaime; a brother John Armen.
Sr. Sarah Grillo
Sr. Sarah had expressed, for years,
her desire to have Br. George Duhaime give her funeral service.
■ Sr. Betty Raines of the Muncie Ecclesia finished her course on
June 25. She suffered from several medical conditions over the years,
but her condition deteriorated rapidly in recent days. The Muncie
ecclesia, which dates back to Br. Russell's day, has one consecrated
individual remaining, Br. Charles Yeo, who has been an elder there
for a number of years. Sr. Betty and Br. Charles were both immersed
in September 1983. Sr. Betty is survived by a sister Laura Leisure
who attended meetings with her recently and has become interested
in the Truth as a result of these studies.

■ Sr. Marie Hack of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia—who
had just moved to the Bible Students Retirement Center in Portland,
Oregon—finished her course quietly on June 18 in a Portland
hospital after what appeared to be
several small heart attacks.
Although experiencing some
memory loss at 85 years of age, she
responded
clearly
and
consistently to scriptural
promises and manifested her love
for the Lord till the end.
Immersed in 1937 in Lake
Michigan and married to her late
husband Br. Bruno Hack in 1939,
Sr. Marie led a consecrated life
which touched many brethren and
left a spiritual legacy to her children: Br. Bruine Hack (11655 JaSr. Marie Hack
maica, Wilsonville, OR 97070),
Tom Hack (24515 W. Peacedale Ct., Plainfield, IL 60544), Sr.
Rebecca Gray (81 Braeton Way, Freehold, NJ 07728) and seven
grandchildren. She loved the Reprints—which she had read through
completely—and she loved Israel—which she had visited five
times. She was hoping to go one more time. "I will meet you in the
morning, just inside the Eastern Gate..."
A memorial service was held at the Bible Students Retirement
Center on Tuesday, June 19. The funeral service took place in
Chicago on June 24 with Br. Ted Marten officiating. Burial was on
June 25 with a brief graveside service.
■ Sr. May Kane of the
Wilmington / Chesapeake City
(DE) Ecclesia, completed her
earthly course on April 4. She had
been in a nursing home for seven
years. Her stay overlapped for six
months with Sr. Myrza Kolliman
who died in 1994. Sr. May is
survived by two children, Sr. Joan
Murphy (130 Balantrae Drive,
Elkton, MD 21921) and Jimmy
Kane; a granddaughter Sr. Kathy
Nerlinger. Sr. May's funeral
witness was conducted by Br. Tim
Armstrong.

Sr. May Kane

■Sr. Virginia Carretta of the New Brunwick (NJ) Ecclesia finished
her course on June 3 while suffering from an inoperable cancerous
mass in her lung. Her first contact with Present Truth literature was
at a public witness at a mall in North Jersey. After Sr. Ginny moved
south to Toms River, Sr. Alpha Koterba encouraged her to be in
contact with brethren in the New Brunswick Ecclesia. She expressed
grateful appreciation for all the e-mails collected in a binder for
See

Deaths next page
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble."

■ Sr. Agnes (Thomassen) Spraytz lost her husband Paul on May

9 when he died during a heart catheterization procedure. Paul, 81,
enjoyed attending studies and conventions and was very supportive
of Sr. Agnes and took pleasure in extending hospitality to many
brethren. The prayers of the brethren on behalf of Sr. Agnes (1445
Pinecreek Way, Paradise, CA 95969) would be greatly appreciated.

Psa. 9:9

transfusions. He also suffered from malnutrition due to his
condition. Sr. Jann is leaning on the Lord for wisdom, strength and
grace and greatly appreciated the messages of the brethren and
especially the prayers.
■ Br. Steve and Sr. Linda Koreny (1180 Bartville Road,

has traveled to conventions with Br. Roy (Rt. 1, Box 262, Climax,
NC 27233), and extended hospitality to many brethren. Prayers on
behalf of the family are appreciated.

Christiana, PA 17509-9760) both experienced loss in the recent
deaths of loved ones. Br. Steve's dad died suddenly on May 7, and
Sr. Linda's grandmother, who had been quite well at 102, also
suddenly died the next day, May 8. What a comfort the hope of their
resurrection!

■ Br. Wayne Hendon (HC 71 Box 83, Graysville, TN 37338) of the

■ Sr. Jean Kirkham (9327 23rd NW, Seattle, WA 98117 )

■ Br. Roy Paschal's wife Nina is in the final stage of cancer. Nina

Chattanooga Bible Students, is home convalescing from back
surgery performed May 20. Through the Lord's grace he is doing
very well at present. However, Br. Al and Sr. Dee Gebarowski report,
he would appreciate our continued interest in prayer.

experienced surgery on May 21 in which a cyst and adrenal gland
were both removed. Sr. Jean and Br. Lawrence both appreciate the
loving thoughts and prayers of the brethren.

maintained a close, loving vigil by her husband Frank's side giving
encouragement through God's promises. He died June 2 after having
a portion of his colon surgically removed in April. Having a rare
blood type, it was extremely difficult to find a supply for

■ Sr. Grace Hamlin (1801 N.E. 201st Ave., F-2, Fairview, Oregon
97024), while visiting her daughter in California, tripped over a
flower box and fractured her upper left arm. Sr. Grace is progressing
slowly and is home now after staying with her daughter Edy while
recuperating. She really appreciates the encouragement of the
brethren and their prayers.
See Afflicted page 15

Deaths From page 2

■ Sr. Eva Peddemors of the Miami Valley (OH) Bible Students

■ Sr. Jann Lewis (1964 S Wright St., Lakewood, CO 80220)

her—as well as the cards and messages of encouragement from
brethren and various ecclesias which she read over and over. Sr.
Ginny will be remembered for her enthusiastic appreciation of the
Truth and her generous desire to assist our brethren overseas.
■ Br. Alfred Mandel of Marshfield, Wisconsin finished his course

April 25 in his 100th year. His three daughters were with him—one
speaking with him just minutes before he closed his eyes. His three
daughters are Sr. Ruth Kuehmichel (1407 N. Peach Lot 32,
Marshfield, WI 54449), Sr. Elfreda Carpenter (8775 Wolff Lane,
Marshfield, WI 54449) and Sr. Arla Boldt (620 Saint Mary St.,
Milton, WI 53563).
■ Br. Fred Hudnal died on April 6. He received the Truth from a

"Frank and Ernest" radio broadcast while driving to meet with a
group of Jehovah's Witnesses. He was so impressed with what he
heard he never made the meeting. He was immersed at the age of 45
in 1956 at a Fresno California convention. He and his wife Leona
moved to Morro Bay and met with the San Luis Obispo CA class. Br.
Fred cared for his ailing wife until her death in the early 90s.
Deteriorating health eventually forced Br. Fred into a rest home, but
he continued to be an active member of the local class and an active
witness to the Truth until the day of his death.
■ Sr. Isabel McDonough of Lonaconing, Maryland, finished her
earthly course May 23 at the age of 90 years. She was immersed in
Pittsburgh in 1968. Brethren from the Connellsville and Ford City
(PA) classes and from the Baltimore, Maryland area attended
meetings in Sr. Isabel's home about four times a year. After a flood
destroyed her home, the brethren were no longer able to have
meetings with her. Sr. Isabel will be remembered for her deep
consecration to the Lord, her loving spirit, hospitality, and her
expressions of appreciation and gratitude for the Lord and the
brethren.
Br. Randall Cramer gave the funeral witness to a group of about
80. This included about 15 brethren, the remainder being members
of Sr. Isabel's large family.

Ecclesia—formerly Piqua Bible Students—entered into rest at the
end of a protracted struggle in the hospital on July 3 in her 90th year.
She had been immersed 61 years earlier on July 4 at Detroit where
she attended the Detroit Bible
Students Ecclesia until 1944.
Sr. Eva first heard Present Truth
in Detroit when her aunt Sr. Zoe
Thomas of Piqua visited her. After
she and her husband Joe moved to
Piqua, she came under the influence of the late Br. Cliff Hewatt, a
capable study leader with pastoral
qualities and one of the founders
of the class. She was influential in
bringing her mother Sr. Alta Hayes
to consecration and later rejoiced
to see her son Br. Dick give his life
also to the Lord. She was secretary
Sr. Eva Peddemors
of the class for 35 years. At her
death she was its senior member (in point of time).
Soon after Joe's death in 1984 Sr. Eva became a semi-invalid due
to scoliosis where her long test of faith and patience began. But she
studied the truth she loved continually—the means of grace the Lord
provided. Throughout the several lonely years she was confined to
a recliner chair in her home her faith endured and for several more
in the home of her son Br. Dick, daughter-in-law Sr. Linda and
granddaughter Sr. Cindy. (211 King Court, Sidney, OH 45365) As
her afflictions multiplied her care required ever-increasing attention. In this demanding situation Sr. Cindy, a nurse in training, gave
loving and invaluable service.
Sr. Eva is survived by a son Br. Dick, two grandsons, two
granddaughters and eight great-grandchildren. Br. Allen Springer,
an elder in the class, fulfilled her desire to have him deliver her
funeral witness. The example of her patient endurance under trial
will be an enduring witness to the brethren. ❑
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Harvest News
In the morning

sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand..."

Bed. 11:6

Thri!Iing Opportunities in the Lord's Service
A report by Br. Ken Rawson on activities in
the New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia.

"...We have had some on-going experiences
that have been thrilling in the Lord's service
in witnessing and Harvest work. We put a
five-line ad in an e-mail news service from
Israel advertising the Israel: Appointment
with Destiny video. Their subscription list is
only 26,000. We were selling them at cost of
$10 including postage, and we received 103
responses. A recent New Brunswick
newsletter on 'Forgiveness' brought a very
touching response. A woman said: 'Your
newsletter on "Forgiveness" saved both my
physical life and my spiritual life.' It was
gratifying to realize that evidently someone
contemplating suicide was helped.
"A Jehovah's Witness elder who had been
on our Internet home page called me. He had
read Br. Russell's writings and said he was
absolutely overwhelmed with them. He
agrees with Br. Russell very much. He said,
`Do not misunderstand me. I am not leaving
the Jehovah's Witnesses.' He is relatively
young to be considered part of the 'remnant'
(in his forties) but he said that when he was
immersed he made it clear right from the
beginning that he was running for the high
calling and they finally accepted it. He does
some writing that appears occasionally in
their publications. He said, 'I want to get this
message to as many elders as I can.' I was
happy that he was overwhelmed with Br.
Russell's writings, and he wants to preach
that Truth to fellow elders in the Witnesses.

"We placed an ad after the large Indian
earthquake in the Indian paper, an Englishspeaking paper, offering the booklet, 'And
God Cried.' We received a letter from a
Hindu professor...one of his main points was
that the Christian religion is so cruel that if
you 'flub' it in this life, that is it for eternity.
He said that in the Hindu religion, however,
you have all these chances to come back
again. Of course, he did not realize that we
believe in a 'second chance,' so to speak. But
that was interesting—his pointing out the
weakness of the Christian religion from that
standpoint.
"The Studies in the Scriptures are used
very extensively in the Harvest work. Last
year we published 25,000 Volumes, and this
year 15,000. We get orders from one class for
2,000 or more a year, and orders for 40 and
50 sets of Volumes are common—some to
India, some to Africa, as well as in this
country. It is very exciting to see that the
brethren are using these Volumes in the
Harvest work. This spring we will be printing
our new Volumes I and H in Russian. It will
be the first time that Volume II has been
published in the Russian language. We are
thrilled about that.
"We received a letter from a prison chaplain, stating that one of their prisoners was so
impressed with our booklet, 'Why Are You
A Christian?' because it made such a difference in his life. The chaplain said that they
have over 2,000 prisoners, and since that
booklet made such a difference in one life, he

asked that we send as many as we can!
"We had sent an article out one year ago
on the 'Old Ron List' about a cleric professor
who—based on what he considers fundamentalist Islam religion—can give you over
40 quotes from the Koran to prove that the
land of Israel belongs to the Jewish people—
that they would return in the latter days! He
was in this country for a short visit a week ago
and I did a video interview with him. He sees
Israel's right to the Land and is dedicated to
proclaiming this. The Jewish people, especially the Orthodox, have a phrase, 'dual
covenant Christian,' which is how they view
us; God has a covenant with the Jewish
people and he has a covenant with the Christian. The professor says, 'Look, I believe in
dual covenants also in the Islamic religion.
There is a covenant with the Islamic and the
Jewish covenant. Maybe we should get together in our work of helping Israel out.' I
said, 'Thanks, but no thanks,' but not in
those words. It was still quite a thrill to see an
Islamic cleric who feels that Arafat and the
PLO are revisionists and they have distorted
the Islamic religion, and he just calls them a
band of bandits in reality. It is quite interesting that his mosque in Rome is the largest
mosque in the world, and he is making an
impression in the Middle East and in the
United States. As a devout Islamic dedicated
to this work, he is coming across effectively...
"We sent out 110 videos and filled orders
for 6,000 Volumes in a four-month period."

Serving Our Brethren
"Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that putteth it off. "

27th Annual Indiana-Ohio Bible Student
Ecclesias' Convention
Dates for this year's convention are Thursday July 26—Sunday July
29. Theme text is Philippians 3:13-14 with Hymn #4 "My Goal is
Christ" as the theme hymn. It will be held at Ohio Wesleyan
University in Delaware, Ohio. This is the same facility as last year
and it has the right blend of qualities that make it an ideal convention
site: central location, beautiful auditorium, nearby eating areas,
comfortable dorms and a low price. These features combined with
the program should provide for one of the most spiritually refreshing
and affordable Indiana-Ohio Conventions to date.
The program includes twelve speakers and a public witness on
"Why God Permits Evil." For those wishing to symbolize their
consecration, a baptismal service will be arranged in place of the
scheduled testimony meeting on Saturday July 28 at 4:00 p.m.
Anyone wishing to be immersed should notify the Secretary, Br.
Todd Alexander, before July 19th.
Registration and information is available from Br. Todd Alexander
by phone: (614) 939-9761, fax: (614) 939-9762, E-mail:

1 Kings 20:11

toddnalex@aol.com or via the Internet. Please visit the following
website for online convention information including: a full program, a description of the dorms with schematic and a quick and easy
registration form. http://www.site-master.com/bible/io

"Great Pyramid Passages" New Printing Now
Available
The Portland Area Bible Students have reprinted "Great Pyramid
Passages" by John and Morton Edgar. This is the same work
previously published containing Volume I, II and III and includes
a 1929 discourse and an appendix with measurement summaries.
The expanded Scripture Index has been updated and printed with
clearer type. The hard bound book is 1,014 pages. The cost of $12
includes shipping. Outside the United States will have shipping
costs added. Orders and payments can be made to: Portland Area
Bible Students, P.O. Box 23232, Tigard, OR 97281-3232. Request
for more information can be made to: PortlandBible@aol.com

5

India Update
About 60 brethren in Bangalore partook of
the Memorial this year. Br. Varma had the
privilege of partaking with 23 brethren in
the newly formed Ecclesia in Vellore. This
ecclesia was the result of
previous witness work.
Two five day open air public
meetings took place in May.
The first was in Bangalore, from
May 2-6, and the other in
Vishaka, from May 16-20.

made all the arrangements for the meeting.
His family was very kind and hospitable and
treated the brethren as though they were
close relatives.

Follow Up

Bangalore Open Air
Meeting
The brethren in Bangalore
distrubuted 50,000 tracts that
were printed for the occasion.
Total attendance was estimated
at over 1,500 with the largest
number being 350 on the final
day. Of this number, 120 filled
in forms to take part in the one-year follow
up classes. The meeting was in a different
part of the city from last year. The overall
theme was "World Salvation" with daily
subjects including "The Ransom", "The
Three Worlds", and "The Three Ways." One
man who lived nearby overheard the
sermons on the loudspeakers and came to the
meeting grounds to sign up for the one-year
follow up classes.

Vishaka Open Air Meeting
The meeting in Vishaka was the first
opportunity for the public in that area to hear
Present Truth. The Baptist church has a
strong presence in that region. Total
attendance was well over 5,000 with the
largest being 1,400 on the last day. Of this
number, more than 500 filled in the forms to
take part in the one-year follow up classes.
This meeting was made possible in a
wonderful way. Br. Varma met a man on a
train journey and discussed the Truth with
him. He was so thrilled that he wanted to take
it to Vishaka; and he was so zealous that he

small town where an independent pastor
attends the follow up meetings and has
helped arrange public meetings nearby.
Estimated costs for these meetings was
over $14,000. Even this amount
would have been less than last
year, but the actual costs were
far less, due to frugality on the
part of the brethren. The total
was less than $10,000.

A portion of the crowd at Vishaka

The overall theme of these meetings was:
"Ransom and Restitution." Daily subjects
included: "How to Study the Bible and Have
it Make Sense", "The Ransom", "The Three
Worlds", "The Three Ways" and "The Fifth
Universal Empire." For the third meeting it
was cloudy all day and began to rain just as
the meeting started. In the same place there
was a big auditorium that was under repair.
The brethren did some fast cleaning and
asked each of the attendees to carry their
chairs and go inside. All the people responded and the meeting continued inside.

Other Meetings
After the Vishaka open air meetings, a
smaller public meeting was held in the
village of Mumudivaram where about 400
attended. There were also good results in the
follow up meeting in Rajahmundry where an
unusually large number attended the 16th
meeting of the series. The subject was "Hell"
and afterwards those in attendance seemed
quite content with the explanation of the
Hebrew and Greek, etc. Rajahmundry is a

The new series of follow up
meetings in Bangalore,
Vishaka and Mumudavaram
has already started. If the
pattern continues, at the end of
this one-year series there will be
a new ecclesia in each of these
places to carry the Truth to more
people in the surrounding
areas. The first follow up meeting in Vishaka
had 400 in attendance. They were very
enthusiastic. The meetings are held on
Saturday and Sunday evenings. The
subjects for the two days were "The Bible
and Science" and "Our Most Holy Faith."
The follow up meetings in Rajahmundry are
held on Thursday and Friday evenings.
Currently there are about 200 in attendance
at these meetings. The first series of follow
up meetings was started in Bangalore a year
ago. The final meeting in the series contains
a special message: "What we must do after
knowing the Truth." Some are ready to
symbolize their consecration. There are
about 25 remaining from the 500 who
attended the original public meeting at the
Shivajinagar grounds.

Thanks and Prayers
The Indian brethren wish to thank all who
made it possible for these meetings to take
place and to ask a continued interest in the
prayers of the brethren. ❑

Christian Questions Colaborers
The following are points of clarification on the Christian Questions article that appeared in the Spring issue:
Br. Rick Suraci is the only involved party from the New Haven
class who gets up at 3:30, to leave by 4:10 a.m. to get to the station.
Most of the other brethren involved are from the Groton / New
London Class.
The following is a list of those most involved and the parts they
play: Br. Rick Suraci: program host and outlines; Br. Jonathan
Benson: co-host, substitute host; Br. Shawn Armstrong: runs the
"board" on most Sundays, occasional co-host; Sr. Vicki Grillo: runs

the "board" in Br. Shawn's absence, co-host in Br. Jonathan's
absence.
The spouses of all of the above are all supportive and involved
in various ways.
Sr. Sylvia Panucci: tape duplicating; Br. Julius Panucci: faithfully calls every program and adds great input; Sr. Ella Kele: writes
newsletters, does follow up and correspondence.
This is very much a team effort and most of those mentioned are
from the New London area.
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Religious News Briefs
Russian Orthodox church leaders have proposed government
funding of the church in lieu of the return of many properties
confiscated by the Soviet government Currently the church does
not have the resources to meet the expectations of the Russian
people for social services. The proposal raises the possibility of
church regulation by the Russian government. Moscow Times.com
March 23, 2001
Pope John Paul II became the first pope ever to visit a mosque on May
6 in Syria. The pope stated that "For all the times that Muslims and
Christians have offended one another," he said, "we need to seek
forgiveness from the Almighty and offer each other forgiveness."
His attempt to bridge centuries of conflict between Christians and
Muslims was met with calls from Muslim religious leaders and
Syrian leader Bashar to "make common cause against Judaism".
New York Times May 6, 2001
Pope John Paul II apologized for Catholic sins against Eastern
Orthodox churches during his visit to Greece, the first by a pope since
the division between eastern and western Christianity.
Conservative orthodox protesters denounced the pope as the
antichrist and "two-horned heretic". The pope's apology is a part
of his campaign for the Catholic Church to enter the new millennium
cleansed from past errors and sins. New York Times May 4, 2001
Pope John Paul II will visit Ukraine in June amidst Russian Orthodox
Church concerns about the return of Catholic properties seized by
Joseph Stalin and conversion of Orthodox churches in the Ukraine
to Catholicism. Russian Orthodox Patriarch Alexiy II' s refusal to
meet with the Pope has effectively barred any Papal visit to Russia.
Reuters April 24, 2001
The downturn in the U.S. economy is fueling church efforts to
minister to the unemployed. From sponsoring counseling groups to
providing assistance with job placement, churches are seeking to
blunt the effects of the economic downturn, while seeking to
increase their members. Dallas Morning News April 27, 2001
Lutheran, Episcopal, and Catholic churches in northeastern Ohio
have pledged to worship, lobby, and work together for Christian
unity. Their pact includes a statement of shared beliefs, a vow to
remove obstacles to ecumenism among the churches and practical
steps toward union such as shared prayer services, community
activities and advocacy, and social services. Recent agreements
between the Lutheran and Episcopalian churches to share
communion and the Lutheran and Catholic churches on
justification paved the way for the pact. Cleveland Plain Dealer
April 26, 2001
Christianity is growing rapidly in the Third World with sixty percent
of Christians now living in Africa, Asia or Latin America. More than
forty percent of Catholic cardinals, eligible to elect the next pope,

are from developing nations. Christian missionaries from Africa and
Latin America can now be found spreading the gospel in Europe,
once the Christian homeland. Newsweek April 16
For the first time in eleven years, Easter celebrations for Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox worshippers fell on the same day.
Theologians believe that nothing illustrates the "scandalous
division" between western and eastern churches so well as the
differing dates for Easter. Modern travel and communications are
highlighting the need to establish a common Easter date and
eliminate this obstacle to church union. Boston Globe April 15,
2001
Anglican church leaders expressed their anger at the English
Catholic Church's continued refusal to share communion between
the two churches. Many couples in mixed marriages, such as Prime
Minister Blair, an Anglican, and his Catholic wife Cherie can't
participate together in communion services in either church. The
archbishop of Canterbury condemned the refusal as an obstacle to
one hundred years of ecumenical efforts between the two churches.
London Times March 22, 2001
Discussions between the Presbyterian Church (USA) and Catholic
Church focused on the role of the Pope. The two churches agree on
the doctrine of the trinity but disagreements on the exercise of
authority and nature of the church continue to divide. The two
delegations agreed to continue to meet and hope to achieve unity
between the two churches. EWTN News March 30, 2001
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, formerly known as
the Holy Inquisition, is under attack for its "inquisitional methods".
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger is known as "the Pope's enforcer" for his
vigorous investigation of theologians who do not uphold
traditional Catholic teachings. Critics believe the Congregation
silences dissidents within the church and violates the human rights
of its targets. BBC March 30, 2001
An "extraordinary consistory" of 150 Catholic cardinals met in
Rome to plan the direction of the church in the new millennium.
Cardinals called for more frank debate and power-sharing within the
church, including the local selection of bishops. Cardinals strongly
endorsed papal outreach efforts to eastern and Protestant churches
and prayed for peace in the Middle East. Associated Press May 24,
2001
The National Association of Evangelicals, founded in 1944 as an
alternative to the National Council of Churches, rejected an attempt
to disallow dual membership in both organizations. Kevin
Mannoia, president of the association, stated that his organization
is committed to working with other Christian groups, even those
having strong disagreements with evangelicals. Ft. Worth StarTelegram March 12, 2001 ❑

Letting Our Light Shine
"Light is a symbol of truth, both in the
Scriptures and in common parlance.
So the expression, 'Ye are the light of
the world...' is equivalent to saying—
`You are now so illuminated by the

truth that you yourself have become a
living representative of the truth. So
do not in any way obscure it, but let it
shine out more and more, that others
may be similarly blessed by it.'

Therefore it is the duty of every child
of God to be very active in the
dissemination of the truth—in letting
his light shine, and in keeping it
trimmed and burning." R 3243
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World News Briefs
The European Union and Russia recently agreed to closer
integration of their economies. The EU will promote Russia for
membership in the World Trade Organization while Russia will
increase its euro holdings and lessen its dependency on US dollars
for its currency reserves. The delegations also discussed the
participation of Russian troops in an all-European force to be
deployed to regional trouble spots. Reuters May 17, 2001

The first Arab league summit in ten years unanimously backed the
Palestinian uprising against Israel. Yasser Arafat stated that his
people were the victims of "state terrorism" and demanded Arab
financial aid to support the Palestinian cause. UN Secretary Kofi
Annan condemned Israel's collective punishment for feeding
Palestinian anger and despair. Associated Press and Reuters March
27, 2001

The head of the Red Cross for Israel "and the Palestinian territories",
described Israel's settlements in the West Bank and Gaza as a "war
crime" against humanitarian law. The United States and Israel
condemned the remark. The president of the International Red Cross
apologized for the statement and said it would never be made again.
Reuters May 23, 2001

Prime Minister Tony Blair is promoting faith-based charities as
partners with the British government to address health and social
concerns. Blair commended Britain's religious organizations for
their pioneering volunteer activities and the high quality and moral
focus of their education systems. Blair told a conference of religious
organizations that "we want you as partners, not substitutes. We
want to take this partnership forward as far as we can." Manchester
Guardian March 29, 2001

Hindus and Christians are concerned that statues and relics holy to
their faiths will be destroyed by Muslim fundamentalists in
Afghanistan. Two ancient Buddha statues in Bamiyan province
were destroyed by the Taliban government last winter. EWTN
March 15, 2001
The UN Food and Agriculture Organization reported that reaching
its goal of cutting global poverty in half by 2015 is endangered by
the indifference of world governments. FAO called for governments
to recognize that all mankind have a right to food. A world food
summit will be held in Rome November 5-9. Reuters May 24, 2001
Pope John Paul II called for ethical standards to govern
globalization, protecting distinct cultures from assimilation. He
warned that "globalization must not become a new form of
colonialism," and promised that the Catholic church would work to
minimize the negative impact of globalization on the poor. Reuters
April 27, 2001
The American Jewish Committee condemned the Egyptian Press
Syndicate for awarding its highest honor to Ahmad Ragab who wrote
"Thanks to Hitler" columns admiring the holocaust. The journalist
condemned Hitler only for failing to "finish the job" of eliminating
the Jews. Ragab' s column runs in one of the Egyptian government's
newspapers. AJC press release June 3, 2001
The UN Center for Human Settlements draft document on urban
housing was criticized for diminishing the commitment to adequate
housing as a human right. In 1996 171 nations committed to
improved urban development with sufficient housing for all. The
UN estimates that more than 1 billion are poorly housed and 100
million homeless worldwide. Associated Press June 6, 2001

The John Paul II Cultural Center opened recently in Washington
D.C. to promote the current pope's vision of the Catholic church in
the modern world and to celebrate his life and accomplishments. Part
religious think tank, interactive museum, art gallery and church, the
center cost $65 million to create. Washington D.C. was chosen as the
site because it is a "crossroads of technology and people". John Paul
II believes the center will eventually be viewed as "our little Vatican
in the United States". Detroit News and Associated Press March 26,
2001
President Bush is seeking the support of Roman Catholics, an
important bloc of voters needed for Mr. Bush's re-election. His
promotion of faith-based initiatives to provide social services with
public funds is popular with many Catholics. Washington D.C.
Archbishop McCarrick was one of his first visits after becoming
President. Evangelicals are expressing concern that the President's
attention is turned more toward Catholicism than to the religious
right. Los Angeles Times March 2001
In an address to American Jewish leaders, Ariel Sharon stated his
hope to bring one million Jews to Israel in the next decade. Sharon
invited the thousand leaders to emigrate to Israel, an invitation not
made by an Israeli prime minister in years. Haaretz March 23, 2001
The Seeds of Peace camp, founded in 1993 to promoted co-existence
between Israelis and Arabs, is scheduled to open June 25. No
Palestinians have agreed to attend, although Egyptians, Jordanians,
and Moroccans will attend along with Israelis. The camp will foster
co-existence through interpersonal contact and dialogue.
Jerusalem Post June 13, 2001 ❑

World's Smallest Transistor
"A day of small things..."

Researchers at Lucent's Bell Labs
have produced the world's smallest
transistor with equipment available in
today's manufacturing facilities. The
50-nanometer transistor—roughly
2,000 times smaller than the width of
a human hair—is known as a
"vertical" transistor because all of its

components are built on top of a
silicon wafer and its current flows
vertically. This new design may help
silicon chips continue their march
toward smaller and smaller
dimensions, and it has the potential
added benefit of nearly doubling the
processing speeds of some chips.

Church Leaders Question Bible
LONDON, Dec 27 (Reuters)—Only one in
10 British church leaders believes in Adam
and Eve, a survey revealed on Monday.
Of the 103 Anglican, Methodist and
Catholic leaders polled by BBC Radio, only
three said they believed in the literal version
of creation with God creating the world in six
days.
Asked whether they believed that Adam
and Eve really existed, only 13 of the church
leaders said "yes." One in four also said they
did not believe in the Virgin birth.
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access files and shutdown the computer. As the sisters become more comfortable with this new technology,
additional features can be added.
Small quantities of Russian literature,
some of which is being used in Russian speaking Moldova, were also
brought for distribution.

Meetings and Witnessing
Two prominent brothers from the early 1950s

Siberia From page 1
who is able to attend meetings about once a
month. Most of the husbands have died in
years past under excessive labor conditions
or in some cases the sisters have survived
broken marriages.
Mannas were copied by hand for those
who wanted them. In later years more Russian First Volumes were received. However,
these were copies of the pre-1914 editions
commissioned by Brother Russell. The difficulty with this version is that it was done by
non-consecrated linguists in the archaic
Russian language and alphabet from before
the Bolshevist revolution. This material
also does not contain Brother Russell's 1916
Forewords, and the other Volumes are not
currently available in Russian. Some of the
sisters understand a little Ukranian and are
able to glean something from the Ukranian
Volumes.
This limited material and the fact that
they have been visited by others who hold
that the high calling is closed and the age of
sacrifice is finished, has led to some stress
and questions among the sisters. Modern
accurate Russian translation of the other
Volumes is in preparation with the help of

Singing hymns by the riverside

brethren in Moldova and Ukraine. Two
computer drafts of Volume II, formatted by
brethren in Canada, were brought for their
review. A laptop computer, loaded with the
Russian Volume I, II and Daily Heavenly
Manna, was brought from the U.S. and left
with Sister Tamara and Julia. A draft copy of
Tabernacle Shadows was brought on floppy
disk, but could not be successfully transferred to the laptop. Some simple lessons
were given on ho* to start the computer,

Meetings were held nearly every day
in various homes of the sisters. These
included Srs. Stephenida, Zenia, Valia,
Natasha, Maria, Tanya and others. A typical
meeting consisted of two discourses
followed by questions, fellowship and a
sumptuous meal. This occupied about four
hours each day. Studies were sometimes
used for variety, to reinforce lessons on the
chart, doctrines, prophecy and character
development. One meeting was dedicated
to a dialogue between Br. Jerry and Br. Allen
on the history of the early Bible Students
movement. After returning to Sr. Tamara' s
apartment, sisters would usually arrive in the
evening for more questions, discussion and
singing until 11 or 12 p.m.
There are several sisters who cannot come
to the meetings because of physical infirmities. Two days were used for visiting these
isolated ones. Sr. Arisha Kruglova had her
94th birthday the day before visiting her.
She is nearly deaf, but is clear of mind and
eye. This was a most joyful encounter. The
Manna text of the day and several scriptures
were discussed. A special time of prayer was
also shared together. Another isolated one
is Sr. Tania Malevanova. She has very weak
legs and high blood pressure. Again time
was spent discussing the Scriptures and in
prayer. In all these things, Sr. Zoriana translated faithfully, day and night. She stayed
each night with Julia and continued their
personal fellowship into the wee hours of the
morning.
Some of the sisters are active in witnessing and love to tell the Plan and Truth to
others. They have only a few tracts, and these
have a Moldovan address on them. They feel
that many that receive these will not write to
Moldova because of the high cost of postage. For this reason they inquired about
tracts that could have a local address. Sr.
Zoriana used some free time to translate the
"lion, lamb and little child" tract with the
possibility of printing these in the U. S. or
Romania. With this prospect in mind arrangements were made for a local post office
box, at minimal cost, for one year.
One of Sr. Tamara's recent witness opportunities was Julia Shilyaeva. Julia is 25 years
old and has taught primary school for the last
two years. Last year her mother died and Sr.
Tamara was able to tell her the great plan and

hope. This immediately touched a kindred
note with Julia and she has been attending
meetings ever since. She is a careful student
and has a perceptive mind. She extended a
special invitation to the visiting Americans
to meet with her school students one day
after hours. This was another blessed encounter. She had prepared them to welcome
us with the most courteous manners and
dress. Many had prepared questions also.
Br. Jerry and Br. Allen were cautious regarding Bible explanations at this school, as its
policies were not known. However, another
school, with older students, was visited the
next day. This was from another witness
contact that Sr. Tamara has been cultivating.
On this occasion the teacher and principal
asked the brethren to explain their mission
in Siberia, to read some Bible passages and

Srs. Arisha, Zoriana and Stephenida

to give some brief explanations. This was a
new experience for these students. Following both school experiences, the students
were warm and animated with more questions. It seems evident that there are future
opportunities awaiting for explaining the
truth of the Bible in this part of Siberia.

Personal Insights and
Experiences
Sr. Zoriana' s late night discussions with
Julia often covered the deeper aspects of
consecration and subtle aspects of doctrine.
Sr. Lena (from Finland) lives with Sr. Emma
(from Germany). While fetching cabbages
from cold storage under the house one day,
Sr. Lena became dizzy and fell through the
opening in the floor and directly on top of Sr.
Emma. It was a miracle that neither suffered
any broken bones. Sr. Lena was bruised and
hurt and could not attend the rest of the
meetings. She had no access to pain
medication so Br. Jerry gave her what he had.
Normal items like aspirin, decongestants,
cold and flu medications are hard to find and
very costly. The brethren often treat their
ailments with herb teas and home remedies,
some of them rather effective, and some not.
One spring tonic is "birch juice" tapped from
the spring rising of the sap in those trees. It
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Sr. Zoriana, Sr. Lena

is generally used as a health conditioner. In
another matter, the daughter of Sr. Zenia had
recently undergone gall bladder surgery. It
was performed by a doctor who was drunk
during the procedure. Apparently this is not
too uncommon. Infection set in after the
shabby process. A second (unsuccessful)
surgery was performed to clean the
infection. A third and final surgery was
performed by the original doctor, drunk
again. Each day Zenia went to the hospital
to see her daughter running a high fever.
Then she came to the meeting, usually with
tears. Not much changed during the ten days
in Tulun, but subsequent reports indicate
that the daughter is now stable. The
hospitals are rather elementary by Western
standards. No medication is dispensed and
patients must arrange to get these at
exorbitant prices or on the black market to
treat any illness.

Daily Life in Tulun
Alcoholism is a major problem in Russia and
specially in Tulun. The main business in
town is a factory that produces wood
alcohol. However, local people drink this as
a cheap escape from social despair. The
average male lifespan in this town is about
50 years as many die quickly from this
poison. This is apparent on the streets. Also
drug addicts are seen on the buses and
streets. Begging children are everywhere to
be seen. People set up small stalls or even a

Br. Jerry addresses students

couple of boxes with a board to sell a little
food, clothing (new or used), freshly
butchered animals in the open air, bottles of
anything to drink. It was obvious on
occasion that some of an upper class seemed
oblivious to the poverty of the rest. Garbage
was often burning in the streets. It was
always the young children that were happy
and optimistic. They would invent games
with simply a ball and a stick or even just
with a couple of sticks. It was the older ones
that seemed to lack optimism about life. Yet
the sisters find ways to reach many with the
hope of the Kingdom.
One beautiful evening was taken up with
a walk along the river. It still had breaking
ice. The cracking of the large pieces of
surface ice made strange and wonderful
sounds. The sun was setting behind the trees
and river. The sisters spoke of the wonderful
Creator and his mighty works and promises
and prospects and privileges. Sr. Zoriana
played the guitar with gloves on, and the

Sr. Arisha Kruglova

others sang hymns, as the temperature dipped
below freezing. As the wind picked up, the
group hastened back to Sr. Tamara's apartment for hot tea, scarcely even remembering
the cold outside, but only the bounties of the
Truth in a barren land.

Farewell
It is not possible to describe the tears and
emotions that mark the hours of parting from
these brethren halfway around the world.
They may not see others for months, and few,
if any, will ever have the opportunity to
travel to another convention such as held in
Ukraine or Moldova. Their only
opportunity for outside fellowship,
questions, lessons, prayer and praise...is
when someone comes to them. So parting is
a pain that cuts the heart, for them and us.
Both those who see the harvest time for
wheat continuing, and those who think it
may all be gathered, came to the train to bid
farewell. All said, "please do not forget us,
and please come again." As the train pulled
away, even sisters who had difficulty

Lessons on the laptop computer

walking, moved along outside, trying to get
a last glimpse and holding their hands up in
prayerful gestures.
The six hour return to Irkutsk was a night
passage, arriving early in the morning. There
was only a short time to arrange a taxi ride to
the airport in order to catch the flight to
Moscow. The passengers gathered outside
in sub-freezing temperatures to present passports and boarding passes on the tarmac
leading up to the plane. The flight left early
and arrived the same day in Moscow. Since
Br. Allen's flight was the next day, he was
dropped off at a hotel. Br. Jerry and Sr.
Zoriana continued on to other airports in the
city for their destinations of Moldova and
Ukraine. Parting was with too many memories and too few words. Sr. Zoriana's services
could only be measured in terms of the holy
Spirit and not in time and energy. Her
wedding and marriage to Br. Roman Bojczuk
was only three weeks from the time of her
return to Ukraine, yet this grand event only
began to occupy her mind on the return
flight to Moscow.
An inner warmth and glow accompanied
this visit, and remained long after . Those
who have such grand privileges indeed feel
that they are "on top of the world" for a time.
That is where we left our sisters in Siberialiterally—but they remain in our hearts and
prayers. We ask the brethren throughout the
world to keep these dear ones in their prayers
also. ❑

Students enjoying their first American visitors
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Our Brethren Speak
"0 magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together."

Testimonies at Fort Worth, Texas, March 10
Two-Page Tract Becomes a Book
Br. Paul Mali, Groton/New London (CT) Ecclesia
"...I retired from the University not too long ago. And once you retire
from work, you start thinking about what to do. So I said, 'I am going
to start writing for the Lord.' I started writing this two-page tract. I
thought it was pretty but I thought I would make a four-page tract.
After I finished it I thought, 'It is not bad, but I think I need an
eight-page tract.' Would you believe it ended up 750 pages. Okay,
now I wrote a book The Bible as a Rising Civilization what am I
going to do with it? It was not for the brethren, but a public witness
effort. I thought I would go down to the local bookstore and see if
they would put it on the shelf. So I went down there (a two-store
chain—evangelical) and I told the manager that I had just completed
this book and asked if I could I put it on the shelf on consignment.
The manager looked at it and said, 'Well, I do not know, but okay,
we will try it.' Would you believe it started selling. I was surprised.
We developed a process: I would bring in 10 books and he would
sell them and we would negotiate the charge, and then I would bring
in another 10 and another 10, and before I knew it I was selling books
in this evangelical bookstore!
"One time I went in and the manager asked me to give a lecture.
I said to myself, 'Would I!' I said to him, 'What did you want me to
speak on?' He said, 'Well, they had these archeological findings at
the bottom of the Black Sea and everybody is asking about them.
Would you give a lecture on Noah's Flood and what those Black Sea
findings are all about?' I knew about the Black Sea findings and
knew the implications—so I was not blind as to what it was about.
He arranged the date and everything. I saw that as a public witness
lecture in this evangelical bookstore. The wife of the manager
wanted to talk to me. I knew there were conflicts about Noah's
Flood—was Noah's Flood a total world flood or was it a local,
regional flood? I knew that would be the discussion. I met her by
appointment and she came right out with it, 'Do you believe in the
total flood or do you believe it was regional?' At that point I knew
that the lecture depended on my response, so I said, 'We are going
to give answers for both of them and let the hearers decide which is
right.' She smiled from ear to ear. That is how it started. We
advertised, had a nice little flyer, and the manager was giving it out
to all the customers as they came into the store... We had the lecture—
there were 55 public and 18 brethren. It was standing room only! The
manager was pleased...Since then, I have put on another public
meeting in Denver on the same subject and three other conventions
have requested the same one, and it just goes on and on...If any of
you want to serve the Lord, look for opportunity."
—

Other Brethren Unknown to them in Communist Years
Sr. Florica Tosa, Tirgu Mures, Romania
"I thank the Lord for giving me the opportunity to come here. I never
thought I would have this opportunity—especially during the
Communism years when we did not know we had brethren in
America and in other countries. We appreciate very much what the
brethren do for us in visiting us in Romania. We thank God for these
wonderful brethren who always have comforting words for us. Their
words inspire us and strengthen our faith and our vow of
consecration and of submission to the will of God. I would like to
bring praise through the chapter in the Sixth Volume, the chapter on
`The Law of the New Creation,' the last paragraph: 'Those who now
learn to use the liberty wherewith Christ makes free, those who by
consecration come under this perfect Law of love and who under it
lay down their lives for it and for the brethren for the truth's sake and

Psa. 34:3

for righteousness' sake, these faithful ones will be counted worthy
to be the Lord's agents and joint heirs with his beloved Son in the
great work of blessing the world.' My greeting for you is 1 Thess.
2:16,17..."
Two Conventions After My Fall
Sr. Millie Szatko, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"...Everyone has something to be thankful for, and everyone should
testify. This goes back to the International Convention and—as
most of you know—I fell there. When I came home I said that was
the end of my conventions because that was such a severe break. The
friends out there [Poland] were so good to me I really felt their
comfort and sympathy for me. I was pretty good out there, but I came
home and I broke it again. I fell and the two pins moved...I was not
going to any more conventions, and a sister called me asking that
I come to the Clearwater Convention, but I told her no, explaining
why. Then I thought about it and called her back saying, 'If I can get
a cheap fare I will come.' I got a good fare, and she told me I could
stay at her home until she returned from Texas, but I was able to get
a cheap ticket to Texas. What an overruling—I was not going to any
more conventions and I wound up going to two in one week! The
Lord has been very good to me. I always want to remember him, not
only for one time but for always overruling in my affairs of life...I am
now going to the Albuquerque and Detroit conventions."
Found Truth on "Divine Plan" Program
Br. Bob Chalk, Newfoundland
"...I would like to thank my heavenly Father and my Savior for the
many blessings I have received for at least five or six years. I came
to the Truth through another brother. He told me about the "Divine
Plan" program on television. After searching and going through
some difficult times in trying to serve the Lord, I watched the
program. I have been truly blessed. Right now, to come here, I cannot
express to you what I have received. The discourses...probably more
blessings than I can express right now, but hopefully I can grow in
grace and in knowledge. Thank you all for your help..."
(Br. Boychuk noted in his testimony that the distance to Newfoundland is very far. Example: The distance from Winnipeg to
Toronto is greater than from Winnipeg to Ft. Worth. However, the
distance fromToronto to Newfoundland is greater than from Winnipeg
to Toronto. Br. Chalk will leave on Sunday by air to go home, but
will not arrive until Tuesday.)
Bearing One Another's Burdens
Br. Sam Watts, Odessa, Texas
"...I came into the Truth in 1989 in Zanesville, Ohio, through the
witness of a faithful brother who came in through the nominal
systems 'fishing.' I will always be grateful to God and to that brother
who was sent by his Heavenly Father to come to share...I would not
want to think about where I would be today without it...During the
past year there have been many varied experiences...some we would
rejoice in...others may be more difficult, but I am thankful knowing
that 'all things work together for good.' ...We seem to do best when
we are pressed beyond measure, when we are out of strength, when
the load is too heavy for us to bear, then we find out how much our
God loves us and how strong our Savior is...there were times in this
last year that I did not think they were very momentary, but thought
they would last forever and I did not think they were light. I thought
they were so heavy I could not get up and get myself out from
underneath them. As I look back now, I see the exceeding and eternal
weight of glory. I see the things my Father worked out in my life and
See Brethren next page
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what He taught me...Let us be faithful to bear one another' s
burdens...We cannot remove the burden from our brethren, but we
can help them to bear it to the extent that we can...or to quote Romans
8:28. Our presence there and our love will help them to encourage
and build up the new creature..."
Brings Greetings from Br. Mike Gowryluk
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg, Canada
"...We visited Br. Mike Gowryluk before we left for here...We always
visit him once every two weeks. He is about 80 miles away from
Winnipeg in a nursing home. His condition is dementia and his
memory is very short. But whenever you start talking the Truth to
him, it brings tears to Br. Mike's eyes. It is always in his heart. He still
is aware of his surroundings...his Heavenly Father. We are there when
he has his meal, and he never fails to say his prayer before the meals.
So we can see that he is still at heart with his devotion and sacrifice
he has made to his Heavenly Father. He is 90 years old now and we
always ask him, 'Would you like your greetings sent to the
brethren?' And he says, 'Yes, I sure do.' We bring you greetings from
Br. Mike..."
Testimonies at Columbus, Ohio, March 24-25
New Interest Full of Questions
Br. Phillip Mosley, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia:
"...I want to share an experience that we have had recently in the
Huntsville area. There is a new interest in the Truth. Her name is
Melanie. She has been studying with us for a few months and recently
came out of the Jehovah's Witnesses. We have been in a Memorial
study in Volume VI, and even though we have been over the Lord's
plan, Melanie saw for the first time that the invitation to the High
Calling is still open. It is such a blessing to see. We ask an interest
in your prayers. She is full of questions, and we are still relatively new
in the Truth ourselves. So our prayer is that we can answer her
questions in a way that would be pleasing to the Lord."
The Safest Place To Be
Sr. Peg Kindig, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia:
"...All of the cards and messages Br. Owen and I have received have
been overwhelming. I have really appreciated all the brethren
remembering us in our recent experiences. We have walked the
narrow way, side by side, for 55 years. When we were still young in
the Truth, Br. Woodworth gave a talk entitled, 'This Thing is from
Me.' That has been a part of our lives—whatever the experiences. We
do not know what is ahead, but we know the safest place is in his care
and love..."
Sister Used Volume VI Funeral Service
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany (IN) Ecclesia:
"...We have six new members in our ecclesia, and they are having
some severe trials, but they are such a blessing to us in the way they
handle them. I ask an interest in your prayers for them. I know the time
is short—they are just so submissive to the Lord's will.
Some of you may have met Sr. Debra Ball who has been somewhat
isolated in central Kentucky along with Br. Jim Tevis. A few months
ago, another ex-Jehovah's Witness with whom she had been talking
died. There was no one to have the funeral, so she called me. I told
her to read Volume VI, that if there was no one else, she could do it.
So she put together some scriptures and quotes from some Reprint
articles and had this funeral. As a result, his widow is meeting with
them. Now there are four of them, and they have made themselves
the Central Kentucky Bible Students, and they even have a Web site.
In our recent experiences, I cannot thank the Lord enough for the
sustaining power of his promises and the prayers of the brethren
when you feel your own strength go out. The last nine months have
been interesting forme. Those we love so much here [her parents, Br.

Owen & Sr. Peg Kindig]—the Lord loves more. We want them to meet
their reward when He says, It is enough..."
Meeting Slander with Integrity
Br. Tom Gilbert, Southern Wisconsin Ecclesia:
"...Many trials can come to us in the workplace, and I had one a few
years ago where someone was trying to remove me from my job. It
continued for a year and a half, and there was slander involved.
People told me that I had to go on the attack against this person, and
I said I would not do it. It would violate my values. If we act along
the lines of integrity and values we hold, I think this is the best
defense against the attacks that come from others. In this case, my
employer stood behind me, but we really do not have to promote
ourselves. If we act according to our principles, in most cases, we will
be upheld for that stand. Since we moved to Madison, Wisconsin,
11 years ago, this has been the first time I have been a manager of
people. I never wanted to do this because it is so difficult.
Circumstances directed, however, that I be in this position. It is the
hardest thing I have ever done. One situation is coming up soon
where there are some personality problems in our office of six people,
but they are going to be managers. The challenge for me is how to
coach these people to be good managers. I think any people
management skills that I have only come from what I have learned
as a Christian. I need to find a way to convey that in a way that is so
compelling that it will change the way they deal with others,
otherwise, we will have problems. So I ask for your prayers and
appreciate them as well as all the assistance from the Lord..."
Divine Watchcare Over Accident
Sr. Shar Brewster, Ithaca (NY) Ecclesia:
"...I would like to testify about today's Manna text that our Lord will
never leave us or forsake us. At the end of January, my husband and
I were on a highway near the house. I had the car on cruise control,
and I noticed as we were approaching an intersection that there was
a car not stopping and continuing right in front of us. I still cannot
believe that I had no fear, not even a knot in my stomach. The Lord
took the wheel and the brake. We hit her in her front wheel head-on,
then continued right and fishtailed in the back. When our vehicle
came to a stop, the other one was still there. I am sorry that the flesh
came through because I looked at that other car in front of the stop
sign and was so mad at that person. All of a sudden, she got out and
asked if I was all right. It was the Lord who helped me get rid of that
sin-sickness, and then I heard my husband's voice on the other side
saying, 'Are you all right?' The Lord took that horrid feeling I had
for her away. She used her cell phone and made all the appropriate
phone calls. Though none of us were hurt, she had just dropped off
a little girl, and that girl would have been on the side that we hit. I
thank the heavenly Father for his mercy because I felt so bad, but he
pulled me out of it and I was able to hug the woman and thank her.
She was so courteous about everything and told the police up front
that it was her fault. I thank the Lord for divine watchcare and
tailor-made experiences..."
Harvest Testimonies at Wilmington, Delaware, March 31
Reason for Cancelled Flight
Sr. Ruth Wilmott, Ft. Worth (TX) Ecclesia
"...The Ft. Worth Bible Students have had the privilege of forwarding
5,000 First Volumes and 50 Studies in the Scriptures to Br. Varma who
is very active in the service of the Lord, the Harvest in India...all of this
is cooperative work among the brethren. The 'Divine Plan' television
program is continuing. The Canadian station continues to bring many
quality responses. Those of you who have visited the Toronto Ecclesia
know what a blessing has come from there. Many of you know that we
recently started on the TNN network, but it is not going to continue
because it is not covering the major markets that they indicated it
See Brethren next page
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would. We are looking for another outlet there. The Lord continues to
bless the brethren's efforts in putting the program on their local cable
stations...the results are with the Lord. We get calls from people who
say, 'I have been listening for five years,' and this is the first time they
have called. We love to get responses but the Lord knows what it will
"David has been an inspiration to me since his consecration,
because I have gotten careless about taking tracts with me and
offering them, and he is always handing them to me, or doing it
himself. On our trip up here, we got off from home early and we were
at the airport a little over an hour early, and found our flight had been
cancelled...When we got to the next terminal for our changed flight,
I gave the agent at the gate one of the comfort tracts, basically for
those who have lost a loved one. But really everyone has lost
someone dear to them, and he said, 'This is just what I need right now.
Maybe that was why your flight was cancelled--the Lord sent you
to me.' That just thrilled me!"
Witnessing to MCI Caller
Br. Dan Monette, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia
"...I received a phone call from MCI about our long distance

service...this person was very friendly and after our conversation we
went with MCI...She then asked if we had any questions. I thought
for a moment and asked if she had an interest in studying the Bible.
She said, 'Well, you know, it is funny you should ask. I was brought
up to study the Bible with my mom and she taught me to be
independent in my thinking; I was just considering the last week or
so what direction I wanted to go because I really was looking for a
church or a study or something.' I told her I was going to send her
a book that really helped me understand God's plan in the Bible and
what a wonderful plan it is. Then I said, 'If you ever have any
questions I would be thrilled to talk to you about it.' She is from
Baltimore, Maryland, and we sent out the correspondence course
with [Volume I] and a little note. That was a blessing 'out of the blue'
but we know it is not `out of the blue.' The Lord provides these
opportunities for us...
"My sister, Sr. Gina is correcting the correspondence courses of
an individual out East. He is through Volume I and into Volume II
in the 'Man of Sin' chapter. He was brought up Catholic and has a
relative who is a Jesuit priest. He is thrilled by the Truth that he found
in the Volumes. He was particularly looking forward to the 'Man of
Sin' chapter and his answers to the questions are not just parroting
back what you find in the Volumes. He gives comments, testimonies
about his personal experiences as a Catholic, etc. It is really thrilling
to hear bits and pieces of his thoughts. I am not sure how he came in
contact with the class...
"I work in a school and we recently got the Internet. We get
hundreds of messages every day. I asked my team-teaching partner,
who is the computer guy, to bring things to my attention if they are
important and if there is an obituary to please save it for me. I have
been getting three a week and have gone through three boxes of
cards, sending sympathy cards and the Hope booklet and I have
received many responses, thanks, and comments that the booklet
was comforting...
"Brethren, we have the Truth and what a blessing it is to have it!
We thank the Lord for all the privileges..."
Testimonies at Wilmington, Delaware, April 1
First Volume Correspondence Course
Br. David Wilmott, Ft. Worth (TX) Ecclesia

"...As you know, there is a lot of witness activity that goes on in Ft.
Worth, and it is a real privilege to be involved in that. I have the
privilege of checking over people's lessons on the Volumes that
they send in. Many times the people do not get an understanding,
but it is a joy when you see they are getting the points of Truth and

learning. There is a sister in the Vancouver area that we had the
privilege of meeting last weekend. My dad and I were in Seattle and
Br. Albert Svab took us up to meet with Srs. Berna McNee and Ruth
Chambers...as a result the new sister, Leta, had some real questions.
She has been put through some trials right away and was not sure
what to do, but they are going to start a First Volume study up there
and we ask an interest in your prayers for that those all involved will
gain a blessing from it.
"There is also a gentleman in Oregon who saw the web page on
the Internet, and he started doing the lessons and does just an
incredible job on them. He had some exposure to the Truth in the
past...he types the lessons on the computer. They are very easy to
grade; the answers are good and it is a real pleasure. After the end of
the First Volume study, we had one question just asking what his
hopes were— and in big, bold letters at the bottom he had written,
`Heavenly Hopes.' A thrilling new interest!"
Fruitage From Kolliman Tracting
Sr. Bernice Swan, Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia

"...I would like to say the discourse on being in the `valley' and
letting that be the chiefest of our experiences was a blessing! The
mountaintop the Lord took me to this weekend through the
wonderful discourses of the brethren will enable me, when I depart
company with you today, to be prepared for that valley...
"There is a local church that is having its `Women's Day' and I
am in education, so I really see the need to reach out to our children
to help them find answers. They asked if I would come in and talk
on Women's Day with them about the role of parents in the community and education. I answered back with a letter saying I could not
possibly talk about education without bringing in my spiritual
aspect at all. I sent them about two pages on what I believe and if they
can accept this—then I will accept the invitation. I ask that everyone
pray that it is the Lord's words that come out of my mouth—not
mine—and that someone there, according to God's will, can see his
plan...
"I was raised up in religion and that was my 'milk.' When I was
in college I went from one church to another, saying, 'One of them
is right,' but found that nothing was working. When I was out of
college and decided just to be alone and read my Bible—the
Kollimans came along! The Lord knew how to feed me! Their tract
was on the Pyramid study. They were in my backyard—right around
the corner—and I did not know the Truth was so close. I have been
with the Truth ever since thanks to them. They gave me a tract so I
feel it is my duty to give tracts to others. And I want to make that their
lesson to me."
Testimonies at Detroit, Michigan, May 5, 6
These (first 4) testimonies are from a session conducted by Br.
Edmund Jezuit and are based on the theme hymn of the convention—
"Hiding in Thee." Ed.

"0, Safe to the Rock...My Soul in its Conflicts"
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia

"...I have had many 'billows' roll in my life, but today I would like
to share with you the first line of the hymn which says, '0 safe to the
rock that is higher than I, my soul in its conflicts and sorrows would
fly.' I am going to share an experience that has recently come into
my life that did present a `conflict' while still feeling the Lord's
safety. Two weeks ago when we were in Detroit, one of the elders of
another class approached Bob and me separately and said, 'You are
going to be getting a letter from our class regarding a complaint from
Freehold (our town) about a tract which should not have been put
in a mail box.' Right away my flesh rose up and I was defending
myself, saying, 'I have never put a tract in a mailbox in my whole life.
I have never done this and I have to explain it and this is not the way
See Brethren next page
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it happened!' This reaction, of course, was not appropriate. The next
stage of the trial was when the letter came. It arrived with a printout
of the ordinance which states that literature cannot be placed in a
mailbox or on it. I always have put tracts on—for the last forty years
at least. So at that point, the steam was taken out of me...The
ordinance also stated that you are not even supposed to put tracts out
without permission—period—and that there could be a $1,000 fine.
"Bob and I love to tract. It is one of our favorite services--there
is no stress, you get to walk, it is just a pleasure. This issue took the
edge off of that joy. Where we are now is in conflict. But I feel the
safety in the Lord, whatever the consequences. I also realize that it
is a lesson to me for what is ahead for the church. We might be
wrongfully accused of things that we would be tempted to defend....I
think that I failed the test, but I have learned from it. I feel the safety
of the Rock whatever may happen....We ask for your prayers in this
conflict and we pray that we can always do the Lord's will."
"Tempests of Life, on its Wide, Heaving Sea"
Sr. Edith Harp, Cincinnati (OH) Ecclesia

"...The phrase from the hymn that sort of jumps out of the page at me
is 'in the tempests of life, on its wide, heaving sea.' In the early 50s
I had a nervous breakdown and spent about eight months in a mental
hospital. If you have had a similar experience, you know that it is a
tempest. As I look back over it, it turned out to be one of the best
experiences that I have ever had. However, I protested to the doctors,
social workers, and everyone who was handling my case that I should
not be in this position. I was a Bible Student; I was consecrated; I had
given my life to the Lord. Dear old Br. Blinn, an elder in our class,
came to visit me almost every day and I protested to him. He said to
me, 'Edith, if you broke your arm, would you have it set?' Well, of
course I would. Br. Blinn said, 'Well figuratively speaking, you have
a broken mind and you are going to have to have it set.' That gave
me a little relief.
"My first husband told the social worker that the only thing
wrong with his wife is 'those old Bible Students that she meets with.'
The social worker told him that if that bunch of people meet a need
that she has, then that is a good thing. I thought, Thank you Lord.
My doctor was the head of the department. He said, 'I will tell you
frankly that all the other doctors want you to have shock treatment
and various other things, but I am the boss and you are not going to
get any of that. All you need is some time alone to gather your inner
resources.' And again, I thought, That is the Lord. I knew that I had
the Truth and that I had not gotten it on my own, but that it was a gift
from God. That was the thing that kept me going.
Sr. Ellis had a nervous breakdown years before they knew
anything about mental health or emotional problems. The doctors
kept telling her that it was all in her mind. She had finally overcome
it through her own willpower and the help of the Lord. She wrote a
letter to me explaining all of this which I showed to my doctor. He
thought it was a wonderful letter and every patient in the ward got
a copy of it. I have since sent it to several brethren who have let me
know that they were having problems. I was known as the patient
with a book. I had a Manna book with me and when I was standing
in line I read from it. I read it over and over like a novel....
"Then something finally turned me completely around. I had
been through a bad day and was at a low ebb. That evening as I lay
in a bed by the window, I looked out at the beautiful, starry night.
Psalm 19:1 came to me: 'The heavens declare the glory of God; and
the firmament sheweth his handiwork.' Then I thought—here I was
this little creature on earth. Why was I making my problem so big?
From that time on, I began to make a recovery..."
The Lord Protected Us
Violet Jurek, Chicago Bible Students
"When I think of this hymn, I think of the Lord's protection. First,
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I thought of Psalm 91 and then I thought of an experience that I had
with the Lord's protection. This was a number of years ago. My
mother, my husband and I had a small house in the city. One morning
at 5:00 a.m., I got up and went into the bathroom. While I was in there,
I heard a noise. I had ordered the newspaper to be delivered and I
thought the boy had thrown it against the screen door in the front.
So after a little while I went out to get the paper. It was warm and the
inside door was open, but I had the screen door locked. Lo and
behold, the screen was cut and the person had reached in and
unlocked the door! Then I went into the kitchen where we had a large
portable TV on a cart. It was not there. Evidently this person had a
knife because he cut the screen and the wires to the TV. He had come
all the way from the front into the kitchen, picked up this enormous
TV, and hurried out the front. All that time I was in the bathroom and
did not know anything about it. If I had been in my bed, the bedroom
door was open and I would have seen him. He was in and out... He
did not bother my mother or my husband. All he took was that TV—
and who cares? I really appreciated the Lord's protection—that was
literal protection."
"The Wide, Heaving Sea"
Randy Gowryluk, Metropolitan Detroit Ecclesia
"... I think that some of you who know me know that I have come

through some difficulties in the last four or five years. One of them
was sleep apnea and its effects, the second thing was some job
difficulties that I have had, and thirdly there was a knife attack in my
cab almost exactly a year ago. I think that the phrase from that hymn
is 'the wide, heaving sea,' because sometimes my life does seem to
be fraught with difficulties....I would like to thank all the brethren
who have helped me in the past and ministered to me. You know who
you are. I appreciate very much the strength that you have given us.
The sleep apnea experience taught me that I have to look at the fact
that we may not always be functional the way we thought we would
when we were in our twenties. It is different at fifty. We all have to
learn to rely more on the Lord and the truths that we have.
"The second thing had to do with job difficulties. As a teacher I
experienced some situations in which the teachers and even some
administrators would say tome, 'We do question your rel igion--your
manner of study, your topics of study are things that we have issues
with' ...I appreciate an instance where in a way I came face to face with
that. At least I can say that the battle lines were drawn and we tried
to do the best that we could in the situation. So that is what I learned
from that--that we can never be without conflict.
"As we learned from the knife attack—the brethren know the
details so I am not going to get into that—I want to say that the Lord
did not allow me to go unhurt. But at the same time, the miracle of
it was that I was delivered! That is a miracle as far as I am concerned
because it gives me an extra number of days, months, years....The
overall lesson for me is to remind myself, 'Did you not agree in the
beginning of your consecration to give up your earthly privileges
and your earthly comforts?' I have to answer, 'Yes, I did.' We all need
his grace to keep going...."
"Ready and Raring to Go..."
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia

"...Mom was diagnosed with Alzheimer's this past week and that was
a disappointment to the family. We had hoped that she was just
experiencing some forgetful episodes, but after hearing all the
different symptoms the doctor came to that diagnosis. Everyone is
keeping in good spirits, trusting in the Lord. Nonetheless, we are
expecting the changes in lifestyle that will accompany this
experience. But the Lord will be of strong power; he has proven that
all along the way. We very much appreciate the prayers,
encouragement and help of the brethren.
"One thing we wanted to testify to you about Sr. Alpha [Koterba]
See Brethren next page
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was an experience that we had with her during a recent two-week stay
with us. She is not much for conversation anymore. When there is a
lot of conversation after a study--which she used to thrive on in New
Jersey--it is now overwhelming to her. She cannot focus and keep up
with it. What we did during those two weeks, which was good, was
give her plenty of labels to do. At the breakfast table I would linger
awhile before going to work. Ruth and I would have conversations
so Alpha could listen and hopefully benefit from the socialization.
It would not be too long after breakfast that Mom would say that she
had to get to the labels. So she would go downstairs and start labeling
at 8:30 in the morning and she would be there until 11:00 at night-taking breaks only for meals! She did that for two weeks straight
except when we went to meeting and she was as happy as a clam. She
just loved it. We mailed over 3,000 pieces that she labeled; she also
labeled boxes of literature for fairs and things. This was a marvelous
witness to what she wanted to do with her life. She is still active, but
she cannot count things out. She cannot do those types of things. But
if you get her set up, she is ready and raring to go. I appreciate this
testimony of Sr. Alpha's life and being able to share it with you..."
Testimonies at North Seattle, Washington, March 25
Goal To Prayer
Sr. Ginger Brann, Seattle (WA) Ecclesia:

"One of my goals this year is to not only increase the intensity of my
prayer life with my heavenly Father, but to increase the quantity. One
of the reasons for this is because during my cancer treatments, I was
surprised when there were times that I was so tired and debilitated
that I did not have the energy to pray. That was very difficult because
I could not formulate a prayer in my brain. So I was very thankful for
Br. Bob Gray's discourse where I learned and reflected so much about
how Jesus prayed. I always feel the comfort the Lord gives us as well
as from the brethren. I do read over all the cards and e-mails of comfort
often..."
Death Brings Renewed Appreciation for Truth
Br. Aaron Marten, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia:

"...I think life goes by so fast sometimes that you do not have a chance
to stop and look at some things that mankind faces every day as a
result of the curse. About two weeks ago, the father of one of my close
friends died of brain cancer. We were very close with the family, and
we had the opportunity to visit him in the hospital about a week
before he died. He was in such a poor state that he could barely keep
his eyes open. It made me see how much Jesus' sacrifice meant for
all mankind and what it will mean in the Kingdom. The experience
has given me a renewed appreciation for the Truth. The memorial
service for this man was held in a Presbyterian Church. It left a nice
impression about the man, but it was not very comforting. It gave me
great strength to know that he will live and see his family again. This
experience has put me in a state of mind during this Memorial season
of truly appreciating the sacrifice of our Lord..."
"I Have the Red One"
Br. Bill Gill, Central Ohio Ecclesia:

"..I want to share a recent experience because I thought the Lord's
providence was very active in it. We have lots of opportunities for
witnessing, but we try to make a special effort at a local indoor mall
that allows us to have a table with books and tracts. This last time,
a few weeks ago, was especially active with some people even
mentioning that they were looking at the table for the second and
third times. Some were even picking up materials that they had not
gotten months before...
"There was one thrilling experience that shows the staying power
of the Truth. An elderly gentleman, at least in his nineties, walked
to our table with his daughter on his arm. He started looking at the
books and said 'You are' —I thought he was going to say Jehovah's

Witnesses—but he said, `[followers of] Pastor Russell.' He pointed
to the Divine Plan of the Ages and said, 'I have one of those...the red
ones. I used to be with the I.B.S.A. until that fellow Rutherford came
in.' He left at that time and has been on his own and has been teaching
his children and grandchildren ever since. We were so much in shock
that we could not talk. We do not know what will come of this—if
they will want to meet with anyone. So, when we go 'fishing,' we may
catch a fish that has been caught before—regathering the brethren
together that may have been lost...."
Old Br. Ron Reports
Br. Ron Palmgren, Wenatchee (WA) Ecclesia:

"...When we send out our questionnaire for the e-mail directory, we
suggest that the brethren write to the new ones listed at the top and
open up some communication with brethren who would otherwise
not have a chance for fellowship across the world. We have heard
many blessings from those who take the time to sit and write brethren
they do not know. On the 'Sick and Afflicted' reports that are sent
out by e-mail, I had no idea of the value of those reports until I was
on the receiving end. The e-mails that came to me were such a
blessing that I put them in a 'blessing file' and printed them out
before I had my surgery. I never had surgery before, so I was a little
nervous. I took these messages to the hospital with me, and after
reading those in bed, I was completely at peace. We certainly do not
encourage anyone to pray for healing anyone, but we encourage the
Lord's will to be done....
"I have a note from a sister who wants to be on our e-mail directory.
To get on the list, one has to fill out a questionnaire so we can
determine if they are Bible Students or not. The last question asks
if anything is expected from communications with the brethren. She
said, `Our class consists of five older women and me, age 43. We have
a weekly Bible study. This used to be a large class of over 100, but
only three original sisters left...My mother and I have started
studying Volume I at home in the evenings. My husband is getting
interested and joining us when he can as he was not brought up in
a family who went to church. He loves the Lord and is asking
questions and we look them up together. I have been very hungry
for the Truth for a long time and have never been in a class as an adult
with an elder. My prayers have been answered for us in a way with
these sisters and our Sunday morning Bible study. We have also
enjoyed the Web sites. I guess God works in mysterious ways, and
I am thankful to all who have reached out to help us. There is a brother
who visits our town sometimes, and it is good to have him and his
comments at our Bible studies. Thank you for inviting us to join the
directory. I know the Lord will send the words from friends across the
world to us....'
"... I want to thank the Lord for his blessings and being able to
do some kind of job for the brethren. We sure appreciate being in this
room with 'live' brethren..."
Hopes to Comfort Others"...as We Ourselves are Comforted"
Sr. Evelyn Stewart, Bellingham (WA) Ecclesia:
"...I would like to share an experience that [our daughter] Janell

shared with me last night. A few years ago, she wanted to come home
from college for the Bellingham Convention in October. She needed
a ride, so one of her college friends offered to drive her home. She
stayed overnight with us, attended the convention, and then took
Janell back to school. She told me yesterday that this friend, Rena,
was killed last week in a car accident while on spring break. She
would have graduated this May with Janell. We are going to try to
get the address of her family and send a letter of comfort. Rena was
Filipina, but was not affiliated with any particular church when she
attended the Bellingham Convention. We just never know what will
happen in our lives from day to day, and we are very thankful for the
Truth and the promises that comfort us in our experiences and can
be shared with others..." ❑
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Conventions
"Let them...that love thy name be joyful in thee." Psa. 5:11

July 26-29 Delaware, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 27th Annual
Convention. Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio.
Convention Secretary: Todd Alexander, 7730 Arboretum Ct., New
Albany, OH 43054. Phone: (614) 939-9761. E-mail:
toddnalex @aol.com
August 17-19 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students
Study Convention, University of Portland, 5000 N. Willamette
Blvd, Portland, OR. Two studies, the "Four Winds" and "Abraham,"
and 6 discourses. The convention chairman is Br. Jerry Leslie. For
accommodations please contact: Mrs. Claudia Hislop, 11425 SW
Roberts Ct., Tualatin, OR 97062-7083 Phone (503) 691-2699. Email: ClaudiaHis @aol.com

September 29,30 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students
Annual. New location: Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Drive, Piqua,
OH, 45356-9254. Four Speakers. Public Witness Saturday evening.
Programs and information from the secretary: Mrs. James Heeg, 1732
Merrydale Road, Springfield, OH 45503. Phone: (937) 390-3246.
E-Mail: jeheeg @glasscity.net
October 13, 14 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students
Ecclesia Annual. Programs and information from the secretary:
Jackie Lancaster, P. O. Box 3155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. Email: corlan @ stic.net
October 17-21 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students
Semi-Annual. For programs write to the secretary: Ruth Wilmott,
P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164.

August 31-September 2 Antioch, California. Antioch Bible
Students Ecclesia 10th Annual Convention. Ramada Inn of Silicon
Valley, Sunnyvale, CA, (800) 888-3899. Four Speakers. Contact Br.
Rob Long for reservation information. Phone: (916) 727-6308. Email: rob-carollong @ juno.com

October 26-28 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible
Students Annual. Pennsylvania State University (Fayette Campus),
Uniontown, PA. Five speakers. Contact: Mrs. Duane Cramer, 324
Town Country Road, Vanderbilt, PA 15486. Phone: (724) 6774633.

September 1-3 Villa Park, Blinois. West Suburban Bible Students
of Villa Park, Illinois. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd.
and Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn. Seven Speakers. Accommodations
Coordinator: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Avenue, Villa
Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110.

November 22-25 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia
Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Study on
"The Journeys of the Apostle Paul and His Experiences." Contact:
Violet Grable, 5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330)
882-3309 or E-mail (Joanne Klich): jklich@akron.infi.net

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication m the Newsletter

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the

should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Afflicted From page 3

He knows what is best—May his will be done. Pray forme." Address:

■ Sr. Lydia Hanham (do Kirkham, 9327 23rd N.W., Seattle, WA
98117), who is 95 years old, suffered a fracture of the pelvis on April
27. After spending time in the hospital, she is now able to walk and
is at home with her daughter Sr. Jean and son-in-law Br. Lawrence
Kirkham.
■Sr. Judy Csutor (1 Blue Gill Ln, Westbrook, CT 06498) is going
through a difficult time. A couple of months ago she fell and
damaged her arm quite severely requiring surgery. Because of her
condition, she has not been able to work at her job. Due to a recent
injury, her husband also is not working. Adding to these health,
emotional and financial concerns, Sr. Judy is now rarely able to get
out to meetings or conventions and is, therefore, isolated. Words of
encouragement from the brethren would be much appreciated at this
time.
■ Br. Marion Schrock, Wintersville, Ohio, writes: "Dear Brethren:
On May 27, it was eleven months since I left my apartment in
Steubenville. Have been in the hospital or nursing home ever since—
mostly the latter. My condition is about the same as a month ago—
physically weak, but still able to read and write, a little. For my
testimony, I recommend that you read, 'Songs in theNight' for May 23,
and September 23 and 25. (Also September 24 if you have time).
"We are looking forward to the time when the Church will be
complete, and the Gentile nations are overthrown, and the Kingdom
fully established. A255 par 2 and 3.
"My time and my experiences in the flesh are in God's hands—

524 Canton Rd., Wintersville, OH 43953-3909. Phone (740) 2644029.
■Br. Ralph Gaunt (510 E. Golf, Jackson, MI 49203) whose health
has continued to decline has been taken off the life support system
of blood transfusions and will be in hospice care. Br. Ralph remains
patient and content trusting that the Lord will direct and overrule in
his affliction. He and Sr. Bonnie would appreciate a continued
interest in the brethren's prayers.
■ Sr. Mary Holley (11506 Hazeldell Rd., Cleveland, OH 44108)
is isolated and for some time has been going through some painful,
physical ailments. Enjoying conventions and fellowship in the past,
she is now basically unable to travel to any conventions. She would
appreciate hearing from the brethren but may not be able to respond
due to swelling in her hand.
■ Br. Paul Chambers (5508 West Riverbottom Rd., Duncan, BC
V9L 6H8 Canada) had surgery April 27 to fix some problems
remaining from his surgery for liver cancer a few months ago. Sr.
Peggy writes, "I am happy to say that Paul's surgery is done and all
went very well. This will put Paul back into the land of the living very
soon. I am so thankful to our Lord and Saviour who has been so kind
to us by his love and support..."
Br. Paul and Sr. Peggy have been undergoing severe trials
through this period and with the Lord's overruling some headway
seems to have been made in his recovery. ❑
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Fleb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

