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Internet Keeps Brethren In Touch After Seattle Earthquake 
The news of a major 
earthquake in the Seattle 
area flashed across 
computer screens on 
February 28 even as the 
event was taking place. 
Brethren from around the 
country responded to the 
news within minutes. The 
wonders of modern 
communication 
technology were nowhere 
more apparent than in this 
incident. Attempts to 
contact brethren in the 
stricken area by telephone 
met with mixed success. 
The most reliable method 
of communication quickly 
became evident—the Internet. A series of E-
mail messages began to flow from various 
parts of the United States to "Old Br. Ron" in 
Wenatchee, Washington and he just as 
quickly sent them back out to brethren all 
over the world. 

This became more than a means of getting 
the news out. In more than one instance, 
brethren who could not contact loved ones 
by phone were able to read about their wel-
fare on the E-mail messages being sent out. 

One of the first communications was by 
telephone to Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon Leslie 
of Portland, Oregon—about ten minutes af-
ter the quake occurred. A concerned brother 
from the east called to check on their condi-
tion. Ironically, neither of them was aware of 
what had just taken place. Other brethren in 
the Portland area did feel the quake, but 
damage was confined to the Seattle area. 

Those who were able to participate in this 
experience as it was happening were en-
thralled as they watched the Lord's provi-
dence unfold before their eyes. Printed be-
low are excerpts from the many E-mail mes 
sages that helped brethren to stay in touch 
during this crisis. We trust it will enable our 
readers to capture a portion of the blessings 
shared by those on-line. The messages are 
largely unedited to give a flavor of the ex-
change as it took place. 

Br. Jerry Leslie—"Your call was the 
first we knew anything. Nothing felt here on 
the hill. Apparently felt in downtown Port- 

land, little damage, but Seattle-Tacoma-
Olympia was hit harder. First reports as 6.2 
then 6.4, 6.5 some saying even 7.0. But it was 
30 miles deep and aftershocks not expected. 
Main problems were downtown Seattle. 
Haven't been able to get thru to any of the 
Seattle brethren as all circuits are clogged. 
Some fires, some bricks falling, some col-
lapse, but not major as San Francisco, etc. 
Most brethren live outside of the main city 
area, but may have work there. Understand 
Laurie Kirkham, Bob's wife, works down-
town at city hospital. Still trying to get news 
of welfare of brethren." 

Sr. Virginia Palmgren—"Rosalie called 
me on her cell phone—they have problems 
with phone and E-mail, etc. No one is hurt 
that she knows of in Seattle. She had not 
heard from the school about Matt, but thinks 
all is well...It was quite a shake. She told me 
that she received your call, but could not 
answer; so asked me to phone you. Your line 
is busy, so I am sending you her message this 

27th Annual I-0 Ecclesias' 
Convention July 26-29 to be 
held again at Ohio Wesleyan 
University in Delaware, Ohio. 
For details see pages 8 and 19. 

way. It wasn't bad here; I was 
out for a walk." 

Br. Jerry Leslie—
"Sharon just got thru to Pe-
ter Kirkham. They had a se-
vere shake at his house and 
went under a table. Wall 
cracks and some things off 
the walls.His wife Laural was 
at the hospital with Don 
Canell for one of Don's treat-
ments. They are both fine, 
but had to leave the hOspital 
as it was being closed. They 
were on their way to another 
clinic for Don's shot. Other 
friends that Peter has heard 
from are OK, but he has not 
reached all yet." 

Br. Peter Kirkham—"We're fine. It 
shook our home pretty well. We had a couple 
pictures fall off the walls. Only one is broken. 
Drawers, cupboards and a closet opened up. 
Had some things fall out. A few cracks in the 
wallboard. Nothing major. Laural was down-
town taking Uncle Don to a doctor's ap-
pointment. They are fine. My mom, dad, and 
grandma are fine. Richard, Irena, Tom and 
Janet are fine." 

Br. Jerry Leslie—"Dear Seattle breth-
ren: We are all of course concerned for your 
welfare. Any little news or reports of what 
you know how all are doing will calm our 
concern for you. All phone lines are jammed." 

Br. Bob Kirkham—"Just got home from 
work, the power is down there and various 
places throughout the city, land lines and 
cell lines are down or jammed with volume. 
Laurie is at Swedish hospital surgery floor 
and they have a precautionary code delta, 
meaning no one can leave until injuries are 
assessed. Heidi was at Starbucks and that got 
a good flow of business. Have not been able 
to reach anyone else yet, but I am sure all is 
well. There appears to be only minor dam-
age, evidently it was a deep quake (50 kilo-
meters), and even though the magnitude was 
7.? these types of quakes produce minor 
surface damage. It did shake some people up 
though. Thank you for your concern. Info 
seems to be very positive so far." 

Br. Ron Palmgren—"At this time we 
See Earthquake page 17 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"But thou, 0 LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head." Psalm 3:3 

■Sr. Debbie Sterner ( 150 N. Muhlenberg, Woodstock, VA 22664) 
had surgery in December to remove a portion of a cancerous growth. 
Since then Sr. Debbie has started chemotherapy and although the 
prognosis looks optimistic, she is now suffering from the side effects 
of the treatment. Her daughter Sr. Marcy Andrulonis thanks the 
brethren for their thoughts and kindness on behalf of her mother and 
asks a continued remembrance before the throne of grace. 

■Sr. Marilyn Facker (7222 SW 204th #1, Aloha, OR 97007-5481) 
who underwent surgery in December to repair a badly herniated 
cervical disc, would like to thank the brethren for all their cards, 
thoughts, scriptures, E-mail messages and most especially for their 
prayers. She said that the trial, although it was a very trying one, was 
a very "faith strengthening" experience—"worth a million!" 

■ Sr. Bernice D'Alessio (22 Englewood Ave., Waterbury, CT 
06705) has been going through a difficult time for the past few years. 
She would greatly benefit from some encouragement from the 
brethren and most especially their prayers. 

■ Sr. Berna McNee (#102 -8633 S.W. Marine Dr., Vancouver, BC 
V6P 6A2 Canada) and Sr. Ruth Chambers (3039 East 23rd Ave., 
Vancouver, BC V5R 1B2 Canada) have been touched once more by 
that great enemy death in their family. Their sister in the flesh, 
Miriam, died at the age of 87. Yet they continue to be examples of 
steadfast faith to the brethren. 

■Br. Charles Thornton (19171 Hilton Dr., Southfield, MI 48075-
7241) with his wife Sr. Barbara express appreciation for the 
brethren's loving concern for Br. Charles concerning his triple-
artery heart bypass surgery in December. Together they express a 
desire to learn from this experience to trust him more fully and "to 
use our time more judiciously. . .simplifying our lives to be more 
unincumbered with mundane, materialistic, stressful, time-
consuming things!" 

■ Sr. Louise Tornquist (125 Barclay Ave., Staten Island, NY 
10312) who is dealing with cancer would appreciate the prayers and 
encouragement of the brethren at this time. Though weak 
physically, Sr. Louis is ambulatory. Spiritually strong, she is 
persuaded that "He is able to keep" that which has been committed 
unto him. In this experience she and Br. August have both seen the 
Lord's overruling in several matters and are trusting his will 
whatever the outcome. 

■ Sr. Sharon Powell (P.O. Box 53, Kirkwood, DE 19708), who is 
afflicted with MS which has taken a toll on her vision, is still 
recovering from bypass surgery. Sr. Sharon greatly appreciates the 
prayers, cards and E-mails (SLYNNEP49 @ aol.com ) of the brethren 
which she reads over and over again. 

■ Sr. Martha Mull (1451 Marlin Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49504) acknowledges with deep gratitude the many cards of 
sympathy and the many prayers and loving thoughts extended to her 
and her family at the loss of her husband, Pete Mull, in December. 
Sr. Martha says, "My heart overflowed with thanksgiving when the 
brethren reached out to me in my hour of trial. Peter was a friend of 
Truth. The many brethren that stayed in our home throughout the 
years felt comfortable and welcome. Over 200 attended the funeral. 
My nephews, Elders Gene DeWys and Leo Houlmont served. The 

coming Kingdom and blessings to all the families of the earth and 
the resurrection of all those sleeping in their graves was the 
wonderful Truth message. 'The LORD is my strength and song, and 
he is become my salvation.' Exodus 15:2." 

■ Br. Owen Kindig (5589 Fairmount Rd. SE, Newark, OH 43056. 
E-mail—Idndighome@link.com) suffered a stroke on February 1 at 
his home. His son, Br. Dick, in an E-mail reported that the left side 
of his body was affected, but that he could see, hear and speak. Later, 
in Riverside Methodist Hospital he was said to be cheerful and 
reasonably comfortable. Transferred to a care center, it was reported 
two weeks later that Br. Owen had sustained a massive stroke and was 
making the progress expected for his condition. Also, he is receiving 
occupational, speech and physical therapy. 

On February 18 Br. Owen's wife, Sr. Peg, sent a message express-
ing appreciation for the prayers of the brethren to the Central Ohio 
Bible Students Convention by Sr. Joyce Lagno. (See Brethren speak 
page 12.) This is a difficult experience for the entire family but they 
are all trusting in the Lord, as is Br. Owen, that God's will might be 
accomplished in each one of them. So that Br. Owen's treatment may 
proceed on schedule, the family has requested that no phone calls 
or visits be made to the care center. They do, however, encourage 
the brethren to send their messages of encouragement. 

■ Sr. Beverly Cole (706 S. Roys Ave., Columbus, OH 43204) 
remembered on February 9 (the tenth anniversary of her husband's 
death) that they had been together for twenty years. "Br. Bill Cole 
(Sr. Mary Jane Burns' brother) was an 'angel' the Lord sent...This 
experience has only driven me closer to the Lord. I have been 
consecrated 46 years." Sr. Beverly reminisced that when one's mate 
is gone, earthly life is never the same. 

■ Sr. Jessie Norman (108 Broad St., Chesham, Bucks. HPS 3ED 
England) came to Chesham almost three years ago and has had many 
experiences with her health. She was hospitalized recently for 
eleven days and is undergoing physiotherapy. An X ray revealed 
advanced arthritis in one leg and she is now under treatment for five 
ulcers on the other. Sr. Jessie has had a lot of pain for many months 
but continues to praise the Lord. 

"To those who know her," Br. Fred Burns writes, "they will 
remember how quickly she gets into conversation about the Lord 
and the Truth and the Harvest Message. She has been such a faithful 
sister and an asset to our little ecclesia; she needs our prayers to keep 
faithful to the end." 

■ Sr. Mary Butler Longest (202 Alcott Road, Louisville, KY 
40207) writes: "I am not able to express to each one individually, 
my deep appreciation for the thoughtfulness and prayers expressed 
on my behalf while I was in the hospital ten days during Christmas 
with pneumonia. Please take this as a personal note of appreciation, 
for this is the only avenue open for thanking each of you for cards, 
phone calls, etc., you were so thoughtful to send to me. I especially 
appreciate all the prayers on my behalf, for they certainly helped 
`The...prayer of a righteous man availeth much.' I know! I am 
regaining strength, and beginning to feel almost normal. 

"I regret to inform you I've lost my Manna with all the birthdays 
in it. I'm trying to start a new one, but have very few. This is why you 
don't hear from me. May the Lord bless each of you as only He knows 
your needs." 

See Afflicted page 18 
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Entered Into Rest 
"1 stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land." Psalm 143:6 

■Br. Michael Koterba of the Paterson (NJ) Ecclesia entered into 
rest on March 15 due to a sudden brain hemorrhage. He had also been 
suffering from cancer. He consecrated at the age of 17, over 60 years 
ago. As the son of consecrated 
parents who received the Truth 
from a colporteur, he took an 
early stand as a conscientious 
objector to military service.He 
served as an elder in the 
Paterson (NJ) Ecclesia for over 
40 years. He was active in 
visiting the sick and afflicted 
as well as helping the Polish 
brethren. 	"Given 	to 
hospitality" Br. Michael's 
door was always open. 

He leaves his wife of 52 years 
Sr. Alpha Koterba (29 Mt. Pleas-
ant Ave., Wallington, NJ 
07057); a daughter Sr. Ruth 
Cunningham, Pleasant Ridge, 
MI, a son Dan, Flushing, NY and two grandsons; four sisters, Sr. Celia 
Mitchka, Sr. Rebecca Blicharz, Sr. Ruth Burns and Sr. Rachel 
Alexander; a brother David. Br. Ray Luke gave his funeral witness. 

■Sr. Irene Dziuk of Portland (OR) died on January 3 after suffering 
a stroke at the end of December. Sr. Irene and her late husband Br. 
Walter had been residents at the Bible Students Retirement Center 
since 1986. Known for her correspondence with brethren from all 
parts of the world, Sr. Irene was appreciated for the encouragement 
she gave in this service. She was always interested in witness 
activities and conventions and looked forward to receiving reports 
from those who were able to participate and attend. 

■Sr. Isabelle Conrad of the Los Angeles (CA) Ecclesia finished her 
course on January 19, exactly one month after breaking her hip. 
While seeming to be recovering, she suffered a heart attack followed 
in a few days by a stroke. Consecrated for about 50 years, Sr. Isabelle 
had a strong faith and looked forward to the resurrection. She is 
survived by her husband Br. Val (15445 Colbalt St. #212, Sylmar, 
CA 92356), now 92, who lives alone and although in constant pain 
enjoys a clear mind and keen appreciation of the Truth. 

■Sr. Hannah Parsons of the Seattle (WA) Bible Students entered 
into rest peacefully on January 29 at the age of 94 years. Sr. Hannah's 
brother Oscar received the Truth around 1914 from Peter Conrad, a 
neighbor fanner for whom he worked—later the parents and several 
of his children accepted it too. After the family moved from 
Wisconsin to Seattle, Sr. Hannah moved to the Standfast Bible 
Student Commune at Sooke, BC around 1923 until about 1927. Her 
husband Br. Leland Parsons, who died in 1961, was sent to prison 
in Texas as a conscientious objector; he was also an elder in the 
Salem Bible Students Ecclesia. Together they were devoted to 
Christian hospitality and service and lived the precepts of the Bible 
as elucidated by the teachings of Pastor Charles Taze Russell. 

■Sr. Marguerite Hazel of the Wilmington/Chesapeake City (DE) 
Ecclesia died February 6 at the age of 91 having been consecrated 
for over 40 years. Her husband, Br. Ralph, who was an elder in the 
class, died in 1977. The one special point of Truth that thrilled her 
was the idea of two salvations and that all will come forth from the 
grave and have an opportunity for the blessings of the Kingdom. The 

last several years of her life were spent in a nursing home and for a 
portion of that time the Tuesday night meetings were held in a 
conference room there so she could still enjoy being a part of the 
studies and meeting with the brethren. Sr. Lois Armstrong writes, 
"The cards, visits and prayers of the brethren were always a comfort 
and encouragement to her." 

■ Br. Casimir "Cas" Tabac of the Chicago Ecclesia died on 
January 30 after a two-year battle with cancer. His son Br. Mark 
Tabac (1844 Scarboro, Glendale Heights, IL 60239) expresses 
gratefulness for the Lord's mercy in the management of pain with 
hospice care. Br. Cas is survived by his son Br. Mark and daughter 
Cindy Palicki; four brothers Br. George Tabac, Br. Ed Tobey, Leo 
Tobey and Arthur Tabaczynski; and one sister Sr. Helen Swollack. 

■Sr. Rachel (Swanson) Rice of the Portland Area Ecclesia finished 
her course on February 1 following a severe hemorrhage resulting 
in a coma. Her son Rodney and daughter-in-law Arlene 
(trtroves@msn.com) were with her at the end. Her Truth heritage 
extends back to the beginning of the Truth movement. Both her 
paternal and maternal grandparents received the Divine Plan of the 
Ages about 1886. Sr. Rachel consecrated her life to the Lord in 1932 
at the age of eleven years. She married the late Br. Norman Rice in 
1941 and both held strong convictions of the Harvest message 
throughout their lives. She also exhibited a musical talent in playing 
the hymns on piano and organ, and possessed as well a beautiful 
singing voice. 

Sr. Rachel is survived by her son Rodney, grandson Timothy 
Rice, granddaughter Cyndy Rider, a brother John Swanson, and a 
sister Frieda Trotter and six great-grandchildren. The Memorial 
service on February 18, conducted by Br. William Ostrander of 
Portland, Oregon, was touching and informative. 

■ Sr. Margaret Hedman of the Wilmington / Chesapeake City 
Ecclesia entered into rest on March 19. She would have been 93 
years old in April. Having 
come in contact with the 
Truth through Br. Howard 
Thompson, her chiro-
practor, she symbolized her 
consecration in 1952 in 
Wilmington. Sr. Margaret 
had a wonderful talent for 
teaching the Truth, and she 
planned the convention 
children's classes for the 
Pre-Memorial convention 
from the 1960s to the 
1980s. Although in failing 
health for several years, her 
great determination to get 
to meetings and even far 
away conventions was an example to all. It was Sr. Margaret's desire 
to have Br. Tim Armstrong conduct a Truth funeral, and her family 
honored her request. 

■Br. Harold Burkholder of Whittier, CA, age 98, died on February 
5. Growing up in a Bible Students family, Harold found he could no 
longer agree with the teachings of the Watchtower Society. Some 
years later, he met Sr. Dorothy, whom he introduced to the Truth and 
married. After consecrating in 1970, Br. Harold became an Elder in 

See Deaths page 4 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings." Psalm 40:2 

Immersions 2000 
At Detroit Michigan, August 20: 
Lisa Baczkiewics, Associated Bible 
Students of Metropolitan Detroit. 
Responded to witness efforts of local 
brethren and has attended meetings for 
several years. 

At Allentown, Pennsylvania, September 24: 
Br. Michael and Sr. Cathy Sandt, 
Allentown Bible Students, former 
Jehovah's Witnesses. 

At Fort Worth, Texas, March 10: 
Sr. Dianne Hicks first heard the Truth from 
a friend in 1982. Her first meeting was in 
1988. She has studied with the Fort Worth 
Bible Students since 1996. She realized the 
Lord was definitely dealing with her as her 
understanding grew. Satan tried to put all 
kinds of stumbling blocks in her way but 
after much prayer she consecrated and is "at 
peace with God." Br. Dan Monette gave her 
baptismal discourse and Br. Tom Machacek 
immersed her. 

Sr. Dianne Hicks 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Matt. 5:5 

The reward of this grace, like the others, is future; these shall be heirs of God, joint-heirs with 
Jesus Christ; and the earth is part of that great inheritance, which in turn, by Divine 
arrangement, they shall bestow at the close of the Millennial age, upon the world of mankind. 
R2586 

Deaths From page 3 
the East Los Angeles Ecclesia and served faithfully over 30 years. 
In his last years his hearing was so impaired that it became difficult 
to lead studies. It was noted also that his public prayers were 
especially inspiring. His wife, Sr. Dorothy (13250 Philadelphia St. 
#119, Whittier, CA 92604), misses him very much. Br. Leon Millin 
gave his funeral witness. 

■ Sr. Jessie Stanley of the Muncie (IN) Ecclesia died January 19 at 
the age of 92. She had been in the 
Truth for many many years. She 
was a faithful attendee of the 
Ecclesia' s meetings and was 
quietly active in supporting 
radio programs in the area and for 
years sent out a comfort message 
in her "obituary work." Sr. Betty 
Raines came into the Truth 
through Sr. Jessie's efforts. The 
last few years of her life she lived 
in a nursing home and had 
weekly studies with Br. Charles 
Yeo and Sr. Betty Raines and her 
sister. She had a deep love for the 
wonderful Plan of God. She had 
a simple graveside service 
attended by a few friends and 
brethren. 

■ Br. Fred Malik of the Chicago Ecclesia at the age of 85 died on 
February 23 while suffering from pneumonia as well as Alzheimer's 
and Parkinson's disease. He was immersed around 1980 and he and 
his wife Sr. Vera attended the Delaware Valley Class from 1970 until 
1998 when they moved to Chicago. Br. Fred will be remembered for 
his love of witnessing to others about any Bible topic. He especially 
liked finding people to talk to while walking up and down the 
boardwalk at the New Jersey shore. He is survived by his wife Sr. Vera 

(2210 Lake Ridge Dr., Glendale Hts., IL 60139), three daughters, Sr. 
Roberta Tabac, Joan Tenut, Jill Pecken; two sons, Ric and Jack; and 
four grandchildren. 

■ Sr. Irene (Zeman) Trzyna of the Chicago Bible Students 
Ecclesia died of leukemia on March 3. She was born in Chicago July 
20, 1917 and grew up in the Polish 
Bible Students class. She married 
Br. Ted Ttrzyna in June 1937 and in 
September that year they were 
immersed with fourteen others of 
Chicago and Detroit in Lake 
Michigan by Br. Charles Schiller. 
Br. Christian Zahnow gave the 
baptismal talk. Sr. Irene' s husband 
Br. Ted died in 1990. She is 
survived by a son Br. Daniel (9137 
West 92nd St., Hickory Hills, IL 
60457); granddaughters Srs. Lorain 
Baker, Wendy Cordingley, Holly 
Hosu); two great grandchildren; a 
brother Ed Zeman and a sister 
Genevieve Johnson. The funeral 
service was conducted by Br. Alfred Burns which included a musical 
tribute by Sr. Lorain Baker's singing of two hymns. 

■ Br. Theodore Bachorski of the Detroit, Michigan area finished 
his course on March 26 after entering a coma the previous day. 
During the day brethren visited for his birthday. His passing was 
peaceful. Having spent the day with the brethren and being attended 
by family members until he expired was a blessing. Br. Ted 
consecrated in 1948 and was immersed with his wife Sr. Esther in 
Detroit at the July 4th convention. 

Br. Theodore is survived by his wife of 59 years Sr. Esther; two 
daughters, Srs. Gloria Zendler and Suzanne Jambor; eight grandchil-
dren; two great grandchildren; two brothers, Br. Richard Beniak and 
John Bachorski. ❑ 
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This is a report of a trip by Br. Viorel Neagu, 
whom many of you met during his travels in 
the US last year. He was accompanied by Sr. 
Natasa, his sister-in-law (married to his 
natural brother Grisa), his daughter Sr. 
Emilia and her husband, Br. Slavic Iachim. 

It is a five day train ride from Moldova to 
Tulun. That means ten days traveling 
roundtrip. What a labor of love! 

The Tulun class was founded in the 1960s 
by a brother who believed as we do—includ-
ing that the door to the high calling is still 
open. After his death the class came under 
the influence of traveling speakers who be-
lieved the door was shut. In the Lord's provi-
dence, the class received our Russian First 
Volume and contacted brethren in both the 
US and Canada. As a result our Brethren 
from the US, Moldova and Ukraine have 
visited this class of approximately 16 sisters 
a number of times. Also two sisters from 
Tulun have visited our Moldova brethren 
three times. Four Tulun sisters attended the 
Ukraine and International conventions. 
Some of the sisters now feel they have been 
called to the High Calling. 

Brother Viorel has been our phone con-
tact person with them. We are trying to 
maintain four visits a year by our Moldovan 
and Ukrainan brethren. Of course there is a 
travel and phone fund for this purpose. It 
was thrilling to read this report. These breth-
ren were able to carry on a continual dia-
logue on points of difference. [Bible Stu-
dents Congregation of New Brunswick] 

After much prayer and trusting in the 
Lord's grace, we left on September 26, to our 
dear sisters in Tulun. At the beginning of our 
trip we had some health problems and I 
thought what lessons the h ❑ leavenly Fa-
ther wanted to teach me. I went to the Lord 
in prayer and all was wonderfully arranged. 
On the train we discussed the Truth and any 
questions we didn't have an answer [for] we 
turned to the "Question Book" and "Bibli-
cal Comments." 

When we arrived in Moscow we were told 
that there were no tickets at the medium price 
level. We went to another ticket clerk and 
asked her to help us since the tickets were 
very expensive and the seats were in differ-
ent coaches. She told us that she might be 
able to help us after 2 hours because at 3:20 
ticket cancellations are listed. You can imag-
ine our joy when she told us that we have four 
places together at the lowest price. We all felt 
the Lord's providence and thanked him. We 
learned one time more to appreciate the 
Father' s care and realized that sometimes, in 
other circumstances we do not always appre-
ciate his care for us. 

We arrived on October 1, Sunday morn- 

ing at 2 a.m. and we were very happy to see 
Sr. Tamara and Sr. Natasa waiting to greet us. 
"Bless be the tie that binds." I remember 
many meetings with these dear sisters when 
they visited us in Moldova. Slavic and Emilia 
went to Sr. Natasa and Natasa and I to Sr. 
Tamara. At 12 noon the first meeting began. 
The sisters were happy but we felt a reserved 
spirit. The meeting was at Sr. Emma's and we 
listened to the talk of Br. Albert Hudson from 
the International Convention. After this we 
had a discussion about the things that were 
mentioned in the talk and each of us ex-
pressed personal thoughts. Because it was 
the first day and we were there for the first 
time (except Natasa) we shared many expe-
riences and how we understood the Truth. 
The atmosphere became warmer and we felt 
we knew one another for a long time. We 
were invited to Sr. Tanya at 8 p.m. There we 
talked until midnight. We talked about the 
harvest work, time of harvest, how do we see 
it is the Lord' s will to walk in the narrow way 
today, rejection and fall of Babylon from 
Rev.18, the times of the Gentiles, when the 
door is shut. Sr. Tanya was very happy and 
went with us to Sr. Tamara. After she returned 
home, we continued to fellowship with Sr. 
Tamara. The sisters were very happy for the 
brochures we brought to them: "The Estab-
lishment of God's Kingdom", "Why Does 
God Permit Evil?" and also some articles 
from the Reprints translated by Br. Costica 
Gronic. 

Monday, October 2 
Until lunch we talked with Sr Tamara about 
our visit with them, how long to stay and 
what to do. After we went in the town and 
bought the tickets for the trip back home on 
Sunday, October 8. We spoke with our 
family by telephone and we sent first 
greetings from the sisters to the brethren in 
Moldova, and we told them about our plans 
there. After lunch we studied with Sr. 
Tamara. Then, Sr. Tanya came with a friend, 
Alexandra and Sr. Natasa. Other sisters 
couldn't come. A joyful evening was shared 
with questions and answers and singing in 
Russian with the baian [instrument which 
Br. Viorel plays]. Some of the topics were: 
"How many resurrections are there?", "the 
work of the prophets", "natures distinct" 
(Volume I), and "the fallen angels." 

Tuesday, October 3 
The meeting was at Sr. Jenya. All the sisters 
came. We had a discourse about "The terms 
of discipleship." The sisters were attentive 
and appreciated the talk. After lunch we had 
discussions about the narrow way, 
consecration in Christ's death, the ceasing 

of the General Call in 1881, if it is possible 
to develop a new class between the ages 
besides the Little Flock and Great Company, 
what is a New creature, what does spirit-
begettal mean, do we see the beginning of 
the Millennial Age, are there persecutions 
today. I told the sisters about my trip to U.S., 
the encouragement I received from the 
brethren and about the activity of the 
brethren in the U.S. and in other countries. 

Sr. Valea Cobzeva came to us with the 
brochure "The Establishment of God's King-
dom." She said, "Brethren, from this very 
good book I understand that the Gospel Age 
is the age in which we live." 

In the evening we were again to Sr. Tanya 
and we had a question meeting. Some ques-
tions were about the harvest and the replace-
ment of the crowns, present Truth and sepa-
ration, different types of Moses, overlaps of 
the Gospel and Millennial Age, Isaiah 23:15-
18, the narrow way and how God calls today, 
Br. Russell's last thoughts from the 1916 
Volume Forewords, the danger of a brother 
who explains the Truth without the Lord's 
leading, the responsibility of the Church in 
present life and how we judge ourselves. 

Wednesday, October 4 
The meeting was to Sr.Stepanida. The lesson 
given was "If we put on the whole armor of 
God." After the meal we talked about 
Eph.5:16; Phil.2:6; 4:6 and how we apply 
these in our lives. The sisters expressed their 
joy that were at the convention and 
remembered with tears the care of all 
brethren who met them. We also 
remembered the time there and it was a 
blessing. In the evening we were to Sr. Natasa 
and there we saw the video of our trip to 
Tulun and the first meeting. After we went 
home to Sr. Tamara we discussed Vol. II with 
her—the harvest work and the things which 
are being fulfilled now and will be fulfilled 
in the future. 

Thursday, October 5 
We visited the sisters who can't come to the 
meetings. Sr.Tamara was with us. At 10:30 
a.m we went to Sr. Arisa. When we entered her 
home she said, "I knew you would not leave 
me." She was very happy to see us but when 
we told that Slavic with Emilia will come 
also she was even happier. They came later 
because they went in the town to write E-
mails. When they came she recited 2 poems 
and 1Tim. 3:15 and Gal. 1:5,6. She received 
a big blessing and was a big blessing to us. 
She was very dear. She was sick a long time 
but she said that she will be very well soon. 
She spoke with such faith. It was a blessing 

See Siberia page 6 
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The Divine Plan Foundation Year 2000 
The activities of the Divine Plan Foundation continued through 

the past year in funding the items listed below. The Foundation 
never undertakes any project on its own. It provides support to 
ecclesias that wish to undertake projects and activities in the Harvest 
work, beyond their financial capabilities. This assistance enables 
them to use the full potential of their capabilities to accomplish more 
than they otherwise could, given their financial limitations. Only 
activities that are in harmony with the Harvest message will be 
funded. 

1) 135,200 tracts entitled, "A Little Child Shall Lead Them"—
in Russian. 

2) 5,000 booklets entitled: "Jehovah's Footstool Made Glori-
ous" (the chapter from Volume IV), in Romanian, particularly for use 
by Br. Galis. 

3) 5,000 booklets entitled: "Establishing the Kingdom of God" 
(also a chapter from Volume IV), in Russian, for use in Moldova. 

We expect other foreign booklets to need funding in the current 
year. 

The Foundation has renewed funding on a slightly larger scale 
for the Harvest work in India. Those who have read past issues of the 
Bible Students Newsletter have seen first hand evidence of the 
Lord's blessing in that area of the harvest field. Br. Varma continues, 
with the assistance of the Indian and American brethren, to engage 
large numbers in public meetings and has started several ecclesias 
already. The work keeps expanding there with many consecrating. 
His visit to the states enabled many brethren to become acquainted 
with him personally and to see first hand how effective he is in the 
ministry. 

The Foundation also provided the Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio about half of the expenses for a "Messiah" video 
presentation in Delaware, Ohio last December. In addition, the 

Foundation provided the Central Ohio Ecclesia funds to create a 
special comfort project for witnessing where tragedy has struck. That 
often is a good time to place an ad in a local paper if there has been 
a school shooting or tragic event of any kind. The Central Ohio 
Ecclesia has specially prepared ads suitable for such tragedies. The 
Bible Students Newsletter has carried some statistics on this witness. 
While this funding (of the comfort project) was given to the Central 
Ohio Ecclesia, other ecclesias may avail themselves of this help if 
their ecclesia budget cannot support such an ad on their own and/ 
or they do not have the expertise to prepare such an ad. Please note, 
if the occasion should arise where your ecclesia needs an ad or 
funding for a comfort witness contact: Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086-0813 or phone 
1-888/77BIBLE or E-mail GospelPlan@aol.com  

As long as funds are available the Divine Plan Foundation will 
endeavor to support ecclesia projects in harmony with Present Truth. 
We thank all the brethren who have helped provide this funding for 
it enables ecclesias to engage in greater activities in the harvest 
work. Any brethren seeking financial assistance for harvest work 
projects or wishing to contribute toward such activities may write: 
Divine Plan Foundation, P. 0. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086-
0813. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 1 - December 31, 2000 

Beginning balance at 01/01/2000 $31,194.68 

Income 1,384.28 

Grants and other expenses 17,806.50 

Ending balance at 12/31/2000 14,772.46 

Siberia From page 5 
to see this. 

After we went to Sr. Valentina. She also 
was very happy and we encouraged her. 
Later we went to Sr. Tanya and talked about 
harvest and Romans 11:25. We sang to-
gether. She told us about her husband who 
died in November. He went in the forest to 
cut wood and one tree fell down on him last 
year and he died. In the evening at 6:30 p.m. 
we came home and were happy for that day. 
In the evening we met at Sr. Tamara and there 
came Sr. Tanya, Slavic and Emilia and we 
talked about Cain and his mark. (Matt. 5:3) 
Also we sang a lot with the baian. 

Friday, October 6 
At 9:30 Slavic and Emilia went in the town 
and received news from Br. Jerry and Br. Ken. 
We went to the meeting to Sr. Valentina. The 
discourse was "How to be a happy 
Christian." After the meal the sisters had 
many questions. We talked about Christians 
who will be faithful after the Church is 
completed. Sr. Emma read this paragraph 
from Volume VI and after there was much 
discussion about consecrating and not 
aspiring to be of the Church. Some of the 
sisters expressed their humility that they felt 
they are not worthy for such a high position. 

Saturday, October 7 
The meeting was at Sr. Tanya. The lesson was 
about "The Double Personality of a 
Christian." 

After the meeting we talked about the 
half-tribe of Manasseh and the Reubenites 
and the Gadites receiving their inheritance 
beyond the Jordan—eastward. What this 
represent? Also what was represented by the 
40 days of Jesus in the atmosphere of the 
earth, after the resurrection, until he went to 
the Father. Sr. Emma showed us a paper from 
Br. Aphanasy. There was written some notes 
from Vol. I about the Chart of the Ages. After 
the meeting sisters Tanya, Tamara, Vera, 
Natasa and the four of us from Moldova went 
in the forest to the river. It was a nice short trip 
and we sang there near the river. In the 
evening, at 9:00, we went to Sr. Natasa. 

Sunday, October 8 
The last meeting was at Sr. Natasa. We talked 
on "Humility." After the lunch all the sisters 
sent love to the brethren in Moldova by 
video camera. Sr. Emma left with tears in her 
eyes and asked us to visit them again. Also 
all the sisters invited the brethren from all the 
countries to visit them. They were very 
happy to hear that Br. Jerry and Br. Allen 

plan to come and visit them. All the sisters 
send love and greetings to all the brethren. 

We talked with Sr.Natasa and then went 
to Sr. Tamara to pack our luggage for the trip 
back home. At 6 p.m. we left for the train 
station and with us were Sisters Tamara, 
Natasa and Tanya. Later Sr, Vera and Sr. Lena 
came with her daughter. We said good bye 
with tears leaving the sisters in Tulun and we 
came home. 

As at the beginning of our trip we saw and 
felt God's providence with us wherever we 
went. We were concerned about our connec-
tion in Moscow where we had to change 
stations and take a train to Ocnita. Our sched-
ule only allowed an hour for this change 
over.This train usually reached Moscow up 
to two hours late. But the Lord was with us. 
Our train was only 15 minutes late and we 
arrived at the other station with time to spare. 
We thanked the Lord for His care for us again 
and were happy for his love for us. The next 
day we arrived home. Br. Grisa, (Sr.Natasa' s 
husband) even though suffering with a se-
vere back problem came with Lilica and met 
us at the train station in Ocnita. Within an 
hour we were at home. All the brethren were 
happy to meet us and we shared the love and 
greetings from their dear sisters in Siberia. ❑ 
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The year 2000 brought with it many changes. Those who predicted 
the end of the world and the return of Christ were disappointed by 
the failure of their expectations. When their eyes are finally opened 
to see that the "end of the age" and the "parousia" of Christ are 
accomplished facts, their disappointment will be more than 
compensated. This past year was filled with significant events to 
Bible Students. By the Lord's grace the pages of the Bible Students 
Newsletter served as a medium for dissemination of many of these 
stories. 

"The Glorious Light of Harvest" was an in-depth look at various 
witnessing activities by a variety of ecclesias. The Harvest work in 
foreign countries was highlighted in three other issues, covering the 
many doors opened for a faithful pilgrim brother in Romania, and 
reporting on the extensive witness opportunities unfolding in India. 

Two other stories from Eastern Europe described the joy of 
contact with brethren in Siberia and Moldova who had been out of 
touch with the brethren for many years. 

Reflections on the ten years of contact with brethren in Eastern 
Europe were combined with an update of the current situation in 
Romania and Moldova. 

The ongoing work of comfort to the Jews was reported in the 
article: "Mission of Comfort to Israeli Leaders." 

For those interested in statistics, during the course of the past year 
the Newsletter reported on 38 deaths, 46 conventions, 72 new 
brethren, 79 afflicted brethren, and 111 testimonies. Annual reports  

for four different service entities were also included. 
Among those who finished their course, the story of Br. Albert 0. 

Hudson was notable. He died at the age of 100 years, having 
consecrated in his teens. We commend a fresh reading of his story 
for some inspiring details. 

We wish to express our gratitude to the Lord for the privilege of 
serving the brethren for another year, and to express also our 
gratitude to those who helped make this possible by their contribu-
tions of time, talent and money. The annual financial report is given 
following. 

Financial Report. 2000 

Funds at January 1, 2000 

Income 

13,988.16 

Contributions 3,681.39 
Interest 675.35 4,356.74 

Expenses 
Printing 3,828.57 
Postage 3,097.52 
Supplies/Misc. 122.96 7,049.05 

Balance at December 31, 2000 11,295.85 

Bible Students Aid Foundation 
Trustees' Annual Report 

Thanks be to God our Father that he has sustained us through another 
year and that he has manifested his love to us by providing 
additional opportunities for serving others in a small way. The year 
2000 was a tumultuous year for the world and it certainly was a 
challenging year for many brethren who were enrolled in the School 
of Christ. But throughout the year, we quietly observed testimony 
after testimony of brethren whose faith was strengthened as they 
experienced the Lord's kindness. 

This year, we express our appreciation to the brethren for respect-
ing our anonymity over the years. When the Bible Students Aid 
Foundation was first organized, it was felt that in order for the 
Foundation to operate smoothly, quietly, and efficiently, it must do 
so anonymously. Looking back at our experiences over the past 
thirteen years, we readily see not only the wisdom but also the 
necessity of following the Lord's injunction regarding the proper 
method of assisting others. (Matt. 6:1-5) Thank you for your 
continued understanding and respect in this regard. 

Please recall that official applications for aid are readily available 
at many convention booktables and may also be obtained from the 
Foundation's liaison, New Albany Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. 
Box 197, New Albany, Indiana 47151-0197). Also, if you have 
received aid, please promptly send an acknowledgement letter to 
our bank (Bible Students Aid Foundation, PNC Bank Kentucky, 
Inc., Louisville, Kentucky 40296). This is the only effective way for 
us to know that the aid was actually received. 

Please pray for us and for the kingdom that it might be fully 
established and that soon the world will sing Alleluia as they recall 
the destruction of the old order. (Rev. 19:1-3) 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
January 1 - December 31, 2000 

Total grants given to brethren in need 	 $29,371.50 

Regular contributions and special bequests received $83,861.67 

Romania-Moldova Fund 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia administers this fund 
which provides humanitarian aid, computer equipment, supplies 
and a variety of other services to brethren in Moldova and Romania. 
The amount distributed for humanitarian aid increased from 
$15,600 to $18,000. Effects of the drought were not as severe as 
anticipated, but $1,000 was used for this purpose. No funds were 
distributed for computers and equipment, but the need still exists. 

As noted in last year's report, due to substantial aid from other 
countries $6,000 of aid to Romania was allocated but not distributed 
in 1999. This accounts for the seemingly low figure cited for aid to 
Romania in 2000. 

Beginning balance at 12/01/1999 $5,668.76 

Deposits 25,202.61 

Withdrawals 21,580.00 
Humanitarian Aid (Romania) $8,500.00 
Humanitarian Aid (Moldova) 9,500.00 
Drought Relief (Moldova) 1,000.00 
Translation Work 2,500.00 

(New Brunswick Ecclesia) 
Wire transfer charges 80.00 

Ending balance at 11/31/2000 9,291.37 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand..." Eccl. 11:6 

Chicago's Reprinting Update 

The ongoing efforts of the Chicago Bible 
Students Ecclesia to make the original 
publications of Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell's writings available has been a boon 
to innumerable brethren. 

A letter received recently from the Book 
Republishing Committee was accompanied 
by a list of books out of stock, currently 
being reprinted. In the cover letter seven 
items are set forth that are in work. Among 
these we note a new item of special interest 
in which all sixty reprinted subjects are 
listed. A four-color catalog—eight pages of 
Truth literature listings is designed as a self-
mailer, available with or without the Chi-
cago address. The cost is to be about seven 
cents each in quantities of 1,000 ur more. 

This Reprinting service which has blessed 
so many has been available since 1965. The 
history of its beginning was reviewed in the  

1998 Anniversary edition (Page 11) of the 
Newsletter. 

Other brethren as well as the Committee 
have been active in distributing these trea-
sured sources of Truth to countries wherever 
the English language is read. For many years 
prior to the Republishing Committee's la-
bors these works were only available to one 
here and there through inheritance. New 
ones coming into the Truth today may begin 
his or her studies with all these works in 
hand—and all in pristine condition. 

The Committee's mailing list is wide-
spread but some may not be on it who would 
like to have this information. The address 
follows: Chicago Bible Students, Book re-
publishing Committee, 140 Forest Glen 
Road, Wood Dale, IL 60191. E-mail orders/ 
questions: Art.Jez@worldnet.att.net  ❑ 

New Booklet from New Albany 

"The Thousand Year Reign of Christ and the 
Final Trial of the Church" is a synopsis by a 
respected elder 
brother in the 
Truth on the 
topics of the 
Reign; final trial 
of the Church; 
concluding 
experiences of 
Babylon; and 
miscellaneous 
other related 
items. The cost is 
$0.55 each. They 
can be ordered 
from the New Albany Bible Students, P. 0. 
Box 197, New Albany, IN 47151-0197. E-
mail: nabible@iglou.com,  Website: 
www.GodsPlanForAll.org  ❑ 

Secretaries—New: 

Associated Bible Students of 
Metropolitan Detroit 
Suzanne Jambor 
6769 Spruce Drive 
Bloomfield Township, MI 48301 
(248) 538-3826 
E-mail: BroDavidfj@aol.com  

Wenatchee Area Bible Students 
Laura Farmer 
1842 SE 4th St. 
East Wenatchee, WA 98802 

Connellsville Bible Students 
Mrs. Duane Cramer 
P. 0. Box 2162 
Uniontown, PA 15401 
(724) 677-4633 

Miami Valley Bible Students 
Mrs. James Heeg 
1732 Merrydale Road 
Springfield, OH 45503 
(937) 390-3246 
E-Mail: jeheeg  @glasscity.net  

Puget Sound Bible Students 
Rosalie Palmgren 
P.O. Box 12857 
Mill Creek, WA 98082-0857 
(425) 742-4439 
E-mail: palm2520@aa.net  

E-mail Correction: 
Ithaca (NY) Bible Students 
Br. Don Horein 
E-mail: dhorein@stny.rr.com  

[This was listed incorrectly in the last issue 
of the Newsletter. Ed.] 

1-0 Convention 
The 27th Annual Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' Convention will be held 
July 26-29 on the Ohio Wesleyan University Campus in Delaware, 
Ohio. Another spiritual feast is anticipated for this gathering. Five 
ecclesias are sponsoring it this year. 

Rates and Reservations 
Again this year, the convention rates for housing and food are 
reasonable. General information will be supplied with the program, 
but for those who will not receive one, we give some basic rates for 
food and lodging: Breakfast $4.40; Lunch $5.65; Supper $6.85. 
Rates are per person per meal. Lodging is $15.50 per person per 
night; $31.00 two persons per night; $62.00 four persons per night. 
A fee of $4.50 per person is a one time rental fee for blankets and 
linens. Towels are small and it is recomended that you bring your 
own towels, soap etc. 

Rooms 
Rooms (a) Private, private bath; (b) Suite, shared bath; (c) Single, 
shared bath. Option (b) are two room suites, each room with two 
single beds and sharing a bath. Rooms are separated by a sitting 
room. Diagram on right is a two-room suite, Where possible please 

indicate willingness to take a two-room suite. To obtain 
registration forms contact Convention Secretary: Todd Alexander, 
7730 Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH 43054 Phone: 614-939-9761, 
Fax: 614-939-9762 Email: toddnalex  @aol.com  

9 FEET 

Two Room Suite Layout 
Smith Hall East 

9 FEET 



Not an "Act of God" 	INDIA 
EARTHQUAKE 

DEATH TOLL ESTIMATED AT 
100,000 

Contrary to creedal thought, God is not 
the author of natural disasters but is shown 

in the Bible as loving and merciful. And 
Jeremiah 14:17 shows God's eyes run with 

tears because of humankind suffering. 

Send for FREE booklet, "And God Cried" 
TO: Miami Valley Bible Students, PO Box 41033, Centerville, OH 45441-0033 

Such an enormous calamity demands an-

swers. Is there a God? If so does He care? 

DOES GOD CARE? 
The God of the Ctoistian BHA does care. listen to his words. 

"Let my eyes run with tears, day and night let them not 
cease, for my people have suffeied..."Jemmiah 14:17 

Also Jeremiah 9:17,18. 

Yes, God cares for every victim and also the loved ones left 
behind. 1 Timothy 2:3-8; Hebrews 2:9 

If He shares our suffering... 

Why Does God Permit the Evil 

That Causes Suffering? 

Find comfort, peace and answers in the inspiring 

free booklet—And God Cried It proves there 

is a God and He cares for all humankind. 

For a free copy of "And God Cried" send to.  

Christian Classics 

P.O. Boo 331, Iselin, NJ 08830 

Or call toll-free 1888-77BIBLE—hom 1E00 AM 108:00 PM 
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Harvest News 
"Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy." Hosea 10:12 

Behind the Scenes at Christian Questions 
Our readers have followed with great interest 
reports of the public witness radio program 
Christian Questions produced by brethren 
in the New Haven, Connecticut area. The 
Lord's blessing has been evident upon this 
effort. After more than two years on the air, 
not a single program has ever been cancelled 
due to health or other reasons. 

New owners recently converted the sta-
tion format into an all sports station. Only 
four programs from the previous format were 
allowed to remain, one of those being Chris-
tian Questions. The time slot changed from 
Wednesdays at 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. to Sunday 
mornings from 6:00 to 8:00 a.m. The hour is 
early and more challenging, but many who 
would normally be working are at home and 
have an opportunity to tune in before attend-
ing their respective places of worship. 

Every Sunday morning at 3:00 a.m. sev-
eral brethren from the New Haven area begin 
their trip to the studios of WSUB Groton AM 
980 for the 6:00 a.m. broadcast. It requires a 
great deal of commitment and energy to put 
on a two hour program, week after week. A 
wide range of topics have been covered, 
including virtually all of the basic doctrines  

of Present Truth. In spite of the hard truths 
presented on these programs, its popularity 
continues to increase. 

Live Broadcast at New England 
Convention 

C. Q. periodically invites guest speakers to 
the program. On October 22, 2000, the New 
England Convention provided the 
backdrop for a live phone-in broadcast. 
Because the convention conference room 
was used for the broadcast, it was possible to 
have a live audience of Bible Students 
participate in the discussion. Brs. Rick 
Suraci and Jonathan Benson questioned 
four elders from different parts of the United 
States on the topic "When Does Jesus 
Return?" This special two hour broadcast 
presented the truth that our Lord returned 
invisibly in 1874. Though there were only a 
few callers, the radio audience numbers in 
the thousands. 

Prior to the 10:30 a.m. panel discussion, 
the regular two hour Sunday morning pro-
gram was broadcast live at 6:00 a.m. directly 
from the hotel convention site. Br. Allen 

Springer was the guest and the topic was: 
"Did God Really Create the World in Six 
Days?" A lively discussion took place on the 
concept of creation as presented in Volume 
VI and elsewhere in the Pastor's writings. 
More detailed discussion took place on the 
Vailian Canopy Theory and scientific proofs 
of its feasibility. Brs. Rick and Jonathan 
were able to keep the conversation flowing 
by means of an interesting and informative 
exchange mixed at times with humor. Other 
brethren provided technical and moral sup-
port. During commercial breaks the brethren 
were busy discussing strategy for the next 
segment. This unique experience was both 
exciting and demanding. 

Half hour tapes of many programs are now 
available in a condensed format on audio-
tape. These are available for brethren any-
where in the world who would like to broad-
cast a Truth witness on their local radio 
stations. Each tape contains two half hour 
programs with a break for commercials. 
Commercials can also be supplied upon 
request. The cost is $3 per tape, not includ-
ing postage. Christian Questions, P. 0. Box 
1837, New London, CT 06320. ❑ 

Earthquake 
Ads Bring 

Good 
Response 

The recent earthquake in India 
provided an opportunity for 
several ecclesias to give a 
message of comfort and hope to 
the "poor groaning creation." 

The first ad on the right was 
placed in India Abroad, an inter-
national English language news-
paper for the Indian people. Mi-
ami Valley Bible Students 
placed the ad with funding from 
the Divine Plan Foundation in 
cooperation with Associated 
Bible Students of Central Ohio. 

The ad on the far right was 
placed by the Bible Students 
Congregation of New Brunswick 
in a local newspaper in New Jer-
sey. 

Both ads received a good 
number of requests. 
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Two testimonies at the Connellsville 
Convention in October relating activity 
toward prisoners by brethren suggested this 
combination of their content. 

Sr. Jane Miller of the Wilmington (DE) 
Ecclesia, upon hearing that a convicted 
murderer was witnessing for Christ, thought 
it would be wonderful if he could know the 
Truth. Thereupon, she contacted the prison 
library offering them the six volumes of 
Studies in the Scriptures. When they ac-
cepted them, Sr. Jane, after involving her 
ecclesia in the project, was encouraged to 
reach out to other prison libraries. 

Thinking there are many murderers in 
other prisons, Sr. Jane said they contacted 
other prisons by phone and spoke with vari-
ous chaplains and almost without excep-
tion, they received permission to put Studies 
in the Scriptures in the prison libraries. They 
recently received their first letter from an 
inmate who had been reading some Truth 
booklets before the Volumes were available 
in his prison library. He writes: 

"Dear Associated Bible Students: I have 
recently run across a couple of your publica-
tions, Why Are You A Christian, What Is This 
World Coming To, and A Ray of Hope on a 
Troubled Sea. I appreciate very much your 
making these books available to others. I  

have gained a spiritual wealth of wisdom 
and knowledge from God's Word these past 
five years through my study of His Word, but 
your books have given me an understanding 
of the Word of God's plan and calling for my 
life that I did not know of before and I thank 
God for you. Please accept my donation to 
help cover what costs you incur by making 
your books available to these souls in prison 
who appreciate what you do. I am also en-
closing $1.00 for the 350-page paperback 
edition of The Divine Plan of the Ages. 
Please send to me as quickly as possible. 
Also, do you have any other books or pam-
phlets available? I would appreciate it. Thank 
you. You are in my prayers, Sincerely in 
Christ,..." 

Sr. Jane's testimony inspired Br. David 
Stein to relate an opportunity that he and Br. 
John Johnson of the Allentown (PA) Ecclesia 
are having in an area prison: 

"Br. John contacted the chaplain there 
and inquired about having a church group to 
come in and witness to the inmates. They 
agreed and set up a schedule for twice a 
month...it has turned out to be a wonderful 
blessing." Br. Stein noted that the average 
intelligence level of prisoners is not high. In 
a group of six to thirteen there are two or three 
who may be very sharp and who have been  

returning and asking intelligent questions. 
Br. Stein commented that the brethren al-
most have to start from the beginning every 
time because the inmates have difficulty 
with Truth concepts. In the very first meet-
ing when outlining God's plan, the subject 
of hell came up. "There seemed to be a lot 
of changed faces," Br. Stein observed, "when 
we told them that eternal torment is not 
scriptural." One person who was expecting 
to to be released before the next session 
asked them where they meet— wanting fur-
ther contact. "The facial expressions of 
several others there brightened as they be-
gan to understand various truths. One fellow 
had a hard time with 'a ransom for all, —  Br. 
Stein recalled, "he felt that there ought to be 
some kind of judgment—the idea of Adolph 
Hitler coming back was just abominable to 
him." However, one of the brethren, Br. 
Michael Sandt, is beginning to make him see 
that the Scriptures are indeed that wide, that 
God's justice is satisfied by the death of our 
Lord, and that, in fact, every man will have 
a chance to live righteously. 

"There are so many opportunities for us, 
dear brethren, " Br. Stein exclaimed, "all we 
have to do is open a few doors and out they 
come." ❑ 

Fort Worth Stock Show Report for 2001 
A report from the Fort Worth Bible Students 
Ecclesia of its annual Stock Show witness in 
January 2000 was published belatedly in 
the Winter 2000 issue of the Bible Students 
Newsletter. We are pleased to give you a 
more timely report of this year's witness 
effort there in January. Ed. 

"Ye are the light of the world...Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven." Matt. 5:14,16 

For 17 days at the Southwestern Exposi-
tion and Livestock Show, it was the desire of 
the Fort Worth Ecclesia to show forth the 
praises of the heavenly Father who called us 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
During 15 days of the show the Exposition 
building was open for eleven and a half 
hours each day. The second Saturday it was 
open for twelve and a half hours. The last 
Sunday the building was open for eleven 
hours. 

People from many parts of the world at-
tended the show. Several of the International 
visitors stopped at our booth. One highlight 
was when a Jewish business man from Israel 
stopped. During the first part of our conver- 

sation, his faith seemed weak. Before he left, 
his faith in the promises to natural Israel 
seemed to be stronger. Two Muslims from 
Pakistan bought The Divine Plan of the 
Ages. Two young men from Asia, who are 
going to school in California, were given a 
brief explanation of God's plan. They ex-
pressed much interest in what they heard. 
The truth was also presented to people from 
other parts of the globe. 

The show was also attended by people 
from many parts of the United States. Since 
it was a livestock show, many farmers and 
ranchers attended. It was a joy to present the 
Truth to this conservative section of society. 
Most of these were very courteous and po-
lite. It was our privilege to present the Truth 
to many young people among this group, 
who patiently listened for a few minutes. 

Many people who passed by our booth 
were "lukewarm;" there were some who were 
very "cold" and a few who were "hot." (Rev. 
3:15,16) Thousands passed by the booth 
who would not accept even a little tract. 
Discussions were held with ministers and 
seminary students. Several people remem-
bered having bought the First Volume at a  

previous show. Quite a number indicated 
that they had viewed "The Divine Plan" TV 
program. Toward the end of the show a man, 
who worked as a security officer, made a 
special effort to come to our booth to apolo-
gize for someone he knew. The two men had 
stopped at our booth earlier in the show. The 
security officer indicated that the person 
with him had been unkind; he explained that 
at some time in the past a religious group had 
taken advantage of him and now he is op-
posed to all religious groups. 

The heavenly Father and our Chief Reaper 
know if there were any grains of "wheat" 
reached. We are confident the Kingdom work 
engaged in for 17 days will not be forgotten 
by the many who went away with Truth 
literature. Several indicated that they would 
like to attend Bible studies. Time will tell if 
their interest continues. 

Sixteen brethren from Colorado, Michi- 
gan, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, India and Roma- 
nia served at the booth at some period of time 
during the exposition. The brethren who 
worked at the booth, during various days, 
passed out approximately 15,000 "Our 

See Stock Show next page 
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Harvest Work in India 	 Religious News Briefs 
Brethren here are remembering Br. Varma' s 
visit as he renews his public witness effort 
back in India with continuing great 
response. Ed. 

Greetings ! I am so pleased to give you the 
good news. The Lord made the public meet-
ing on "WhyGod Permits Evil" a wonderful 
success today. There were about 230 attend-
ing of whom nearly 200 were public. Many 
are interested in coming again for the one 
year follow up studies. Some were excep-
tionally interested about what they heard. 
They said that they can hardly wait until the 
follow up meetings start. 

The speech started at 7:00 p.m. and con-
cluded at 8:30 p.m. It was in English and 
Kanarees. Most of those who came stayed 
until the very end. The discourse was mainly 
that which is found in Volume I. We also 
explained considerably on the Times of 
Restitution of All Things. The theme scrip-
ture was Psalm 30:5 "His anger is for a 
moment, but in his favor is life: Weeping 
may endure for a night, but Joy cometh in the 
morning." 

There were a few Hindus who came after 

"The Divine Plan Program" began to air 
again on national cable television as of 
March 6. It will air each Tuesday at 5:30 a.m. 
Eastern and Pacific time on The Nashville 
Network (TNN) for as long as funds are 
available. The Fort Worth brethren ask an 
interest in the prayers of the brethren 
regarding this effort that it may be a blessing 
for those longing to hear the Word of Truth. 

Stock Show From page 10 
Church Connection" tracts, 500 "Why Does 
God Permit Evil?" tracts, 1,800 miscella-
neous "Divine Plan Journals", 110 "A Ray of 
Hope on a Troubled Sea" booklets, 17 "Our 
Lord's Return", 44 "The Bible Versus the 
Evolution Theory", 59 "What Say the Scrip-
tures Concerning Hell?", and 150 "Where 
Are the Dead?" Journals. Seven copies of 
The Divine Plan of the Ages in Spanish were 
sold, and approximately 700 tracts in Span-
ish were given away. 

The brethren distributed 2,300 copies of 
the magazine edition of The Divine Plan of 
the Ages. Of this number, 1,785 copies were 
sold and 515 copies given away. About one 
hour before the show closed, our supply of 
Volume I was used up. During the remaining 
time approximately 10 sets of Journals were 
sold. Each set consisted of "Our Lord's Re-
turn", "What Say the Scriptures Concerning  

seeing our ad in the newspapers. One of them 
was so happy to hear that all mankind had 
hope in the 1,000 years. He is very eager to 
learn more. We had a huge banner displayed 
on our building which also attracted some 
people. 

Some filled out the response cards and 
handed them to us. Others sent it by post. We 
did not announce the follow up meetings 
because after seeing the turnout, we thought 
of showing the video For This Cause on 
Good Friday to get some more people. It 
would be nice to have a good number be-
cause once we start, it goes on for a year. We 
want to advertise and distribute pamphlets 
again in just the same way and have it, if 
possible, in a bigger auditorium. Our hall 
was so filled up that there would have been 
no room even if some more had come. 

Thanks for all the prayers and sacrifice to 
make this possible. How wonderful the Har-
vest message is to those who hear it the first 
time in their life. Thank you brethren for 
giving us an opportunity to give this to so 
many here. Continue to pray for those who 
came. ❑ 

They have observed that it seems the best 
way to find "wheat" is by a witness on 
television and radio. Over the years, by this 
means, many have been reached who have 
consecrated to do God's will. They wish to 
thank all who have a part in this ministry of 
proclaiming the Truth. Fort Worth Bible 
Students, P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 
76164. 

Hell?", and "Where Are the Dead?" During 
the show two Tabernacle Charts and 32 
Studies In The Scriptures (7 in 1) were sold. 
One copy was sold to a gentleman who 
worked at the IRS booth across from us. One 
man who had bought one previously walked 
up and said, "I want two more". He handed 
these to two people with him. We said, "there 
is a gold mine inside"; and he said, "I know 
it!" 

Such an effort was a blessing to those 
brethren who participated. In this respect 
much good was accomplished. Kingdom 
work was also being accomplished. When 
passages from the 11th chapter of Isaiah were 
mentioned, and the time pointed out on the 
chart when "peace" will come to this 
troublous earth, many faces had a smile, and 
their words indicated that they were looking 
for that time to come. ❑  

• The US Congress awarded Pope John Paul II the 
Congressional Medal of Honor in a ceremony at 
the Vatican January 8, 2001. Legislation 
awarding the honor noted John Paul's use of "his 
moral authority to hasten the fall of godless 
totalitarian regimes." Speaker of the House 
Dennis Hastert hoped the Pope's influence would 
"be as strong in the 21st century as it was in the 20th 
century." The medal of honor is the most 
distinguished recognition Congress can bestow. 
ABC news—January 8, 2001 

• The Vatican adopted the euro recently as its official 
currency. This action officially ratifies the 
Vatican's entry into the European Monetary 
Union and its determination to promote European 
solidarity. 	Vatican-issued euros will bear the 
Pope's likeness. EWTN News—January 11, 2001 

• Pope John Paul II appointed 44 new members to 
the Catholic Church's College of Cardinals. 
Cardinals under the age of 80 elect the pope's 
successor. The appointments greatly increase the 
likelihood that the next pope will be a Catholic 
conservative in the image of the current pope. 
Reuters—February 2 I , 2001 

• The Vatican issued a summons of its 183 cardinals 
for a May 2001 conclave to discuss the Roman 
Catholic Church's strategy for the new 
millennium. Expected topics include "the 
church's missionary activities, the need for a spirit 
of reconciliation and the sharing of authority 
among bishops." On the latter issue John Paul H 
has called for "reflections on the role of the papacy 
in response to concerns of other Christian 
denominations." The last conclave, held in 1994, 
planned the 2000 Jubilee Year, including its 
apologies for the sins of the church. Associated 
Press—February 26, 2001 

• Since 1995, the Church of England and the 
Methodist Church in England have held informal 
discussions toward achieving "full, visible unity." 
The Methodist Conference in June 2000 
reaffirmed its intention to adopt the historic 
episcopate. Formal discussions to conclude this 
year are expected to result in a new relationship 
between the two churches. Church of England 
Gazette—Volume I, Edition I, 2000 

• In a recent address Dr. Konrad Raiser, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
reported the challenges facing ecumenism today. 
In 2000 both the Roman Catholic and Russian 
Orthodox churches respectively reaffirmed their 
position as the one true Christian church. While 
Protestant churches have no problem recognizing 
one another, denominational autonomy remains 
a barrier. The report expressed concern that 
ecumenism could continue as a "fellowship of 
churches" rather than creating an "authentic 
Christian community." Worldwide Faith News—
January 31, 2001 

• The National Council of Churches is seeking to 
dialogue with the Roman Catholic, Evangelical 
and Pentecostal denominations. The NCC is 
seeking to create a new organization to expand 
beyond its current 35 members. Representing a 
minority of U. S. Christians, the NCC has 
traditionally represented liberal positions 
unacceptable to many Catholics and evangelicals. 
Associated Press—November 16, 2000 

• Robert A. Terrill is a practical example of the 
agreement between the Episcopal Church and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church to share clergy. 
Trained as an Episcopal priest, Terrill accepted the 
call to serve as pastor of Abiding Savior Lutheran 
Church. His is the first interdenominational call in 
Kansas City since the agreement. Kansas City 
Star—January 12, 2001 

Divine Plan Program on TNN 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart: and my lips shall utter knowledge clearly." Job 33:3 

Testimonies at Connellsville, Pennsylvania, October 29 

Lord Spoke Through Manna Text 
Sr. Edith Harp, Cincinnati (OH) Ecclesia 
"...I want to thank my heavenly Father for his goodness and kindness 
to me. We have been having some experiences with the world and 
right in the midst of those the morning of October 26 the Manna text 
was read, and it brought tears to my eyes... I just could not believe 
it. When we think that the Lord talks to us here on the earth, and he 
surely does—`cast all your care upon the Lord.' Through all of this 
I found that there were two things uppermost in my mind: to get to 
the convention and to visit a sister in our area who is isolated, and 
the Lord overruled that we could do both. I thank my heavenly Father 
for his sustaining grace and overruling providences..." 

Translation of Ukrainian Volumes Completed 
Br. Walter Hrechuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia 
"...In Winnipeg we had two classes; the Ukrainian and the English 
class. The Ukrainian class was started in 1937 for Volume study. 
There were as many as 200 brethren over the years, but it has 
dwindled down to zero. They have all finished their courses. Then 
the Lord opened up a great field of work in Ukraine. We had the job 
of translating all the Volumes and we finished them, the last one 
being Volume IV. We have sent hundreds of Volumes to the brethren 
and they are enjoying them. They are very happy they have the 
Truth. Some were preaching to them from time to time, but the 
brethren did not have a way to prove it for themselves, and now they 
have. We also send literature to the brethren in Russia. We send 
Russian Volumes to Russia, Moldova, and other places overseas. We 
are happy to do that. 

We are also happy for all the brethren doing fair booths and all 
the work that we read about in the Newsletter in sending forth the 
Truth. This is very dear to me that we send forth the Truth, God's love 
in his great plan of the ages for all mankind and we are happy about 
that...Our joy is that we can hold fast to the Truth that was given by 
the Lord through the Pastor. Someone told us, 'Well, your books are 
written by a man,' and I asked him, 'Well, who are your books written 
by? They were written by some man also.' He had no answer for that. 
I asked, 'Who is the Bible written by? The Lord used his servants to 
write the Bible. They are all written by men but we believe the Lord 
used special ones who wanted to serve him...'" 

Visited a Faithful Soldier 
Br. John Guzick, Charleroi, (PA) 
"...It has been about two weeks since I visited Br. Marion Schrock. 
He has been a faithful soldier for many, many years. We visited him 
at the nursing home...We had wonderful fellowship and discussed 
many things...He told me, 'You know, Br. John, I am probably going 
to finish my time here in this nursing home...' I appreciate visiting 
him, because when I came into the truth he was able to help me. When 
we left he asked me to offer a prayer. He is resigned to the fact that 
he is going to stay there. He does not seem to have remorse, and he 
said that he has had his share of conventions and is satisfied to spend 
the rest of his days there..." 

Ecclesia Gains Three Brethren 
Br. David Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia 
"...This year the Lord has added three brethren to our class. We have 
had three immersions this year. Br. John Johnson was immersed in 
Wilmington in the spring, and a couple who have been meeting with 
us since Memorial time, Br. Michael and Sr. Cathy Sandt who came 

out of the Jehovah's Witnesses, were immersed at the Coffman's 
home about four weeks ago. It has been a wonderful year...it is 
wonderful to see the enthusiasm, energy, thirst and hunger of these 
new ones...how quickly the Lord brings them on. We must certainly 
be far down the road here to the end of the Gospel Age because we 
see brethren coming on board who just progress and learn so quickly. 
We praise the heavenly Father for doing this. It is such a pleasure 
to serve the Lord and His truth and serve the brethren as well..." 

Niece Changes Plans 
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"...I have been having a very challenging trial in the area of time 
management: trying to rightly divide the 24 hours in a day among 
the necessities of sleep, the obligations of work, and the desires in 
my heart of study as well as those necessary social obligations which 
are privileges of family, brethren, E-mails, and telephone calls...I was 
thinking I ought to work this Saturday and get everything done by 
my deadline on Tuesday...and my beloved niece said, 'Aunt Cher-
El, I want to go with you to the convention in Connellsville.' I 
thanked the Lord and said, 'We are going !' ...I am very grateful I could 
be here..." 

Job Uncertainty Requires More Faith 
Br. David Hauke, Baltimore Area (MD) Bible Students 
"...Where I work, my division has been eliminated. Those of us on 
the bottom are still doing the work because they need us, but it might 
portend some changes that would make intolerable circumstances, 
so we have had to look at the possibility of an early retirement, which 
is not all bad except financially...We ask an interest in the prayers 
of the brethren that we can be faithful with what we do. I have also 
especially appreciated the fellowship that some have had with Br. 
Marion Schrock, it is a real privilege and blessing to talk with him 

I appreciate this convention...the expressions we have heard from 
the platform, especially the [statements that uphold] the Truth. We 
have this beautiful little picture there, the Chart of the Ages, it is a 
wonderful plan..." 

Testimonies at Chicago, Illinois, December 30 

Everyday a Convention 
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia 
"Dearly beloved in the Lord: I want to raise my voice in thanksgiving 
to our loving heavenly Father for the gift of his beloved Son our 
precious Lord and Savior. Br. Ed and I are very thankful to the Lord 
for the privilege of being at this convention...I reached 80 this year, 
and the Lord crowneth with goodness all the 80 years of my life and 
Br. Ed's life. We are at the end of our pilgrimage and it is exciting. 
We think about all the things that are going to take place when the 
Kingdom is in full operation, and we are so happy that it is time to 
go home. We are thankful for that. It is the best time of our 
lives...Every day we are at a convention due to audio and video tapes 
sent from Br. Brian Kutcher. Many of them are the 'old timers' and 
it is a great joy..." 

Divine Plan Given to Needy 
Br. Tom Gilbert, Madison, WI 
"...I want to lift my voice in praise to my heavenly Father and in 
thankfulness to you my brethren who have remembered our family 
in various ways through notes and prayers, etc. We continue to have 
plenty of challenges as parents, I do thank you for all the support you 



have given us. It has been very important to us and very helpful. I 
want to share two things with you. In today's day of digital phones, 
wireless phones, etc., the most 'cardinal sin' of having a car phone 
is not paying attention to traffic. I did that recently and it took me 
days to get over the experience. Nothing happened but could have. 
I was talking on my car phone and flew right through a four-way stop 
in a community near Madison. There were cars waiting in all 
directions. When I realized what happened after I had gone through 
I was just shaking. I was almost angry that in some way I had not paid 
a price for that error I made, and I even wondered why I should get 
through unscathed in such an omission, but I am more thankful that 
no one else was injured in any way by what I had done and even more 
thankful for that than for my own particular circumstance. The only 
thing I can figure is that I had gone through and mindlessly followed 
the car that was going in the same direction, and that is why no other 
cars had started. I am very thankful also that there were no 
pedestrians crossing because when I looked back in the mirror there 
were pedestrians at those corners. 

"The other thing I wanted to share was a rather pleasing oppor-
tunity that came to Sr. Jan and me recently. Perhaps in your 
community...social service agencies provide 'community giving 
trees' at the malls with cards listing the needs of those who are less 
fortunate. This year we left with twelve cards and one of them was 
a request for a gift certificate from a Christian book store. I said to 
Jan, 'We could give her a book, the "Divine Plan" magazine.' We 
gave this lady a gift certificate, but added the First Volume to it and 
every other gift that we placed under that giving tree. I thought I 
would relate this as another way to share the message." 

Grateful to Sister for Witness 
Sr. Fran Young, Muncie (IN) Ecclesia 
"...I am glad to be here and I am really enjoying meeting all these new 
people. I do not know a lot of you but I see a lot of wonderful faces. 
I came to share a message about how I came into the truth. It was 
through a wonderful lady, Sr. Helen Stansberry. She finished her 
course a little over a week ago. I thought going to her service was 
going to be heart-wrenching. I thought it was going to be so hard 
to let go of the memory, but...it was not. I went there and I left feeling 
that she is rejoicing in heaven with her Savior. I am rejoicing today 
to be with you and also that she was there to help lead me to the 
Truth..." 

Amazed at Providential Match 
Br. John Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia 
"...I think many of you know I had a tear in my stomach not too long 
ago. I have been to the doctor and everything is fine. I want to thank 
the brethren for their prayers and encouragement. I appreciate the 
lessons sometimes the Lord gives unexpectedly, because the 
experience was one where there was something wrong and we did not 
really know until quite a while later that there was a problem. By the 
time we got to the hospital and the doctor looked, the tear was already 
healing. It is interesting how sometimes the Lord allows experiences 
but he already has the answer working by the time you even know 
there are symptoms. And that is how it is with the world of mankind—
they see the trouble but they do not know the answer is already being 
worked out for them. 

"I also wanted to mention about Sr. Fran Young, who is a very dear 
sister, and fellowship with her will be richly repaid to you. She did 
not tell you that Sr. Stansberry was failing quite a lot in health and 
needed a caregiver. It was interesting how Sr. Fran became this 
caregiver. Before Br. Dennis Stansberry advertised, Fran was given 
his phone number—which is still a mystery. Both were amazed to 
discover this providential match—she was a nurse and he needed 
one. Sr. Fran saw the stamp of truth in Sr. Helen's character despite 
her failing health and loss of memory. I had to add that, brethren, I 
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could not let Sr. Fran get up and not give you the beautiful details 
of this experience..." 

An Allegorical Trip 
Br. John Larson, Berean Bible Students (IL) 
"...A few years ago I had to make a quick road trip to Oregon; time 
was of the essence and I had to do it alone. I drove through Iowa, 
which seemed eternal. I got into Nebraska at 11:00 at night and the 
blackness just seemed forever. In my mind the trip was allegorical. 
I think back on that night and going through Nebraska. Knowing 
Nebraska is a big state, I remember thinking, I've got to keep 
pushing, I've got to keep going. It seemed eternal, it seemed like it 
would never end, just empty. It seemed like I was so alone, but I knew 
God was with me and I knew this was what he wanted me to do. Finally 
daybreak came, and I was going up, and it was getting brighter and 
brighter and brighter and pretty soon I was in the mountains and it 
was magnificent...I think that is what life is—you have to keep 
going. That light starts to get brighter, and brighter, and brighter, 
and pretty soon you are in those mountains, and that majesty is 
beautiful. This is my prayer for you, and I want us all to be in those 
mountains. To spend all eternity with the Lord is a wonderful 
prospect. We will get there..." 

"...I am Feeling Fine" 
Sr. Rachel Griehs, Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia 
"...I want to thank all the brethren for all of their prayers and cards 
and messages that we got this summer during my illness. As you can 
all see I am feeling fine. A lot of people wondered what was going 
on with me. I had a really nasty virus...Some thought that I had 
something a lot more serious and I thank the Lord that was not the 
case. I want to thank the brethren for all their love. My family and 
I felt the strength of all that..." 

Fourteen Years in Covenant Relationship 
Sr. Rhoda Larson, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"...This is the 14th anniversary of my consecration and I want to 
praise the Lord for the opportunity of the high calling and to thank 
him for giving me the Truth in the ransom of his Son. I also want to 
bring the love of my grandparents, Br. Ed and Sr. Jackie Beard, and 
my mom. Br. Ed was taken to the hospital yesterday and admitted 
because his blood pressure was very low and he is experiencing a lot 
of weakness. I am sure they very much want to be here and hopefully 
if he gets out this weekend they will be here...Please pray for me that 
I would continue to be faithful so that I can make my calling and 
election sure." 

Shared Messiah Video With Many 
Sr. Isabelle Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia 
"...We had a recent showing of 'The Messiah' —one day with two 
showings and a total of 40 people there. Then we had several videos 
left and I thought I would send some of these out to friends and 
family. I do not know how they will all respond to this, but I sent out 
about thirteen. I sent one to a doctor I had worked with in 
Indianapolis, and I was so happy to get a reply that he played the tape 
and both he and his grandson enjoyed the music so much. It is a great 
privilege to be here..." 

Rejoicing in Global Witness 
Sr. Joyce Lagno, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia 
"...When Br. Tim read the scripture about the snow in Job, that was 
the scripture I was going to read. During our trip here, we were talking 
about Br. Varma and I told Paul that he had never seen snow...when 
he does he is just going to love it. It was a real joy to me that Br. Varma 
made a comment about the snow. The scripture in Job 38:22, 'Have 

See Brethren page 14 
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you entered into the storehouse of the snow, or have you seen the 
storehouses of the hail?' We know from science that there are 
tremendous things that the Lord has preserved in the snow and the 
ice in the planet. The next verse in that series says that he has 
preserved those things for the time of trouble on the earth, so we 
should be beginning to see some very interesting things happening 
in the world as natural consequences... 

What I want to testify about is also inspired by Br. Varma and the 
work that is going on in India, and in other parts of the world, such 
as Romania, Moldova, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, and Africa...The 
Lord is calling his children from all over the world. The Church is 
going to be made up of more than just Americans, and it is a 
wonderful, powerful thing to think of the shifting of the work away 
from here where we are happy if we get ten people at a public meeting 
and Br. Varma has had hundreds in India. Also, in Romania there 
have been hundreds coming out and in Africa—Nigeria and Ghana. 
The Lord is choosing his church...shifting to all the parts of the earth 
that did not get the message [earlier]. I think of India which is not 
a Christian country finally getting the message and I am so thankful 
that the Lord has raised up brethren to do that work...Also I want to 
remember that the work is bigger than us, our lives, our houses and 
our country, and we are also helping if we remember our brethren in 
prayer all around the world..." 

Recounts Radio Blessings and Challenges 
Br. Ric Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia 
"...We had the privilege and opportunity to do a radio broadcast from 
the faculty room this morning. We had a two-hour conversation on 
Christian Questions. I want to share some of what is going on. It has 
been a tremendous privilege, and as I look back over the year 2000 
and see what we have learned, what we have done, and the things we 
have been blessed with, a number of things occur to me: (1) The 
Lord's hand is never, ever short. I think that is one of the biggest and 
best lessons I have learned from this whole experience. When you 
want to do something in the Lord's service he will probably show 
you something that looks a little bit outrageous, and if you take a 
step out on faith he makes up for the rest every time. (2) A lesson I 
have learned personally from this experience is that sometimes we 
try hard, work hard, then get comfortable, and I am learning that 
getting comfortable is not a good thing, and that means it is time to 
stretch again. That is the import of this testimony. The Lord has 
given us a great opportunity and I know in my heart that we can do 
more and we can press on. A number of brethren have given us 
tremendous encouragement in asking us about syndication and so 
forth. That is another step and another stretch, so we do need your 
prayers along those lines. 

Sometimes you wonder why the Lord gives you things, and 
maybe it is because you just open your hand and your heart and say, 
please let me serve you somehow, whatever that is. I was talking with 
Br. Dan Ledwinka today, and appreciated some of the things he was 
saying about the fact that everyone is not talented in the same way. 
The way Br. Dan put it, and I do not think I will ever forget it was, 
`I will dig a ditch for the Lord any day.' We have to realize brethren 
that we all work together and those who dig the ditches are just as 
important and vital to the Lord's work as those who are the mouth-
pieces. There are many ditch diggers in the Christian Questions fold, 
those that you never see or never hear from but really help and 
support us. I want to thank the Lord for them because without them 
we could not do what we do. We were changed on Sunday mornings 
from 8:00 a m. to 6:00 a.m., and that is a much smaller audience. We 
are talking to maybe 1,000 to 2,000 people per week, which for 
brethren is a really great thing but for radio it is pretty tiny and we 
are looking for the Lord's direction. Brethren, please pray for us. We 
are at a crossroads, I would say. 

House Addition Too Large 
Br. Dan Trzyna, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"...A couple of years ago my father-in-law and mother-in-law were 
in need of moving out of their house and Sr. Pat and myself talked 
about them moving in with us. We decided to put an addition on the 
house. I drew up some plans and had my architect get involved to 
sign the blueprints, and he suggested making it a little bigger this 
way, and that way...pretty soon there was another house on a house. 
We built it anyway, even though it was so large. Well, they moved 
in and my mother-in-law is developing Alzeheimer' s and Sr. Pat has 
the full care of her. Things have been going pretty well, and this last 
May we discovered that my mother has leukemia, and so we decided 
that maybe she could move in with us too, because the doctors say 
she cannot live alone. Now I know why the addition was so large—
the Lord plans ahead...My mother is well aware that she is dying, and 
we keep the conversation active. I know that my mother is very 
thrilled at the prospect of where she is going—to be with the Lord. 
She is rejoicing and wanted her love given to the brethren. I know 
that Sr. Pat has a lot of work to do, as her life has changed quite a bit. 
It is hard for her to get out because of the care of the three adults at 
home. Please remember her in your prayers too..." 

Sr. Irene died March 3. Ed. 

Scars Reminder of Deliverance 
Sr. Winnie Gowryluk, Metro Detroit (MI) Ecclesia 
"...When I reflect on the year 2000 it has been varied in the 
experiences that we have had. Our experiences were Br. Randy' s 
experiences, as the Lord entrusted him with a hard trial and he went 
through it quite well. He did not react offensively, he did react 
defensively in that he put his back to the driver's door and his feet 
towards the assailant to keep him at bay, and that is how the artery 
was severed in his leg. He also had to have a nerve transplant because 
it was severed. A severed nerve begins to die outwardly threatening 
the use of the foot. Just under two inches of the nerve in his leg was 
transplanted and at this point he is undergoing physical therapy. We 
really appreciated the way this trial has affected all of us because it 
has affected all of you with phone calls, cards, and letters. I have a 
greater appreciation for those comfort letters in the hallway, because 
whenever we received one it was a real joy...I would encourage you 
all to sign them...Please continue to remember us before the Throne. 
I just wanted you to know that when we look at the scars that Br. 
Randy has, we do not remember the attack, we remember how the 
Lord delivered him..." 

Phone Study Profitable 
Sr. Cindy Baertson, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia 
"...Br. Marion Schrock and I have been having a phone study 
together for the past two years, and that started in June 1998. A 
brother in our class gave a testimony and as a side point mentioned 
that on a Sunday afternoon he talked with Br. Marion who made the 
comment that he appreciated his phone call as Sunday afternoons 
were very difficult for him because of all the spiritual energy in the 
morning and then being alone in the afternoon is a deflating 
experience. I called and asked if he would be willing to take me 
through Volume III on Sunday afternoons, and he agreed. We 
arranged that we would use the "Berean Questions" and then on 
Sunday call each other and compare answers and discuss questions... 
Over the course of two years we went through Volume III and the 
"Tabernacle," and during this time we developed quite a bond...I 
would certainly encourage anyone who is interested to write him a 
letter or give him a call, because he just loves when people write and 
call." 
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"I Didn't Know Bible Students Still Existed" 
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, Jersey City (NJ) 
"...This is my first time in Ohio; I am really blessed to have the 
opportunity to meet so many of you. 

"Sometimes the brethren get tired of me talking about my former 
brethren, but just as there are some among us such as Br. Ken Rawson 
who likes to give a message of comfort to fleshly Israel, I have a 
message of comfort to my former brethren—spiritual Jehovah's 
Witnesses. In the last year there has been quite a bit of an exodus from 
the Watchtower Society. Late last year the Watchtower reorganized 
and splintered off into at least eight different corporations that still 
pretty much cooporate with one another but there is that fine delicate 
line among them because each corporation has its own president, 
vice president, and board of directors. There is not one person in 
charge of all the groups and so that causes a bit of a problem. Many 
have left, especially with the changes that went on during the last 
couple of years. 

"The website that I have has seen an increase in people that come 
to visit it asking for literature, particularily the Volumes and any 
questions concerning doctrines between the Bible Students and the 
Jehovah's Witness faith. There is an average of about forty to forty-
five thousand visitors a month to the website. I found it strange that 
just within the last few weeks I have gotten E-mails from some of the 
strangest countries—Turkey, Iraq, Somalia, Cambodia, and main-
land China asking for literature. I do not know if these are Jehovah's 
Witnesses or not. I did not really ask. They just simply wrote and 
asked if they could receive some literature—so I sent it out. Of 
course, many of these lands are Muslim and so you have to be careful 
with the return address—I just put on a P.O. box and the United 
States. I am sure if the name Bible Students were included, it might 
cause a bit of a problem for these people. 

"If you come across Jehovah's Witnesses in your path, I would 
encourage each and every one of you to give them the time. Many 
of them are in there just for convenience, but they are searching for 
the truth and they are getting very tired of all the flip flopping back 
and forth of doctrines. Also, they are really confused with all the intra 
organizational changes that are going on. Many of them would like 
to come out, but they do not know where to go. They feel that despite 
all the errors the Society has, they do have a lot of the more basic 
truths—no trinity, no hell fire. I am always surprised to find when 
they do write to us, that one of the first things they say is that, 'I did 
not know Bible Students still existed.' 

"It is comforting to know that you can go on the Internet and type 
in 'Bible Student' and come up with all these different web sites that 
the brethren are now getting into. It is a wonderful ministry; the use 
of the Internet is revolutionizing the witness effort. I get a report 
every month of people who visit the website and it shows the most 
popular pages that people come to visit. The majority of the people 
who visit the site more than once go to a particular section called 
`Food for Thinking Jehovah's Witnesses.' So I know that the 
majority of the people who do visit the site are from the Jehovah's 
Witnesses faith. I would encourage you to give them a witness when 
you have the time, because I am sure that they would love to hear 
that there are others out there who are praising Jehovah, praising the 
Lord, have some similar truths and can fit the pieces together where 
they are confused."... 

On Behalf of Br. Owen Kindig 
Sr. Joyce Lagno, Columbus (OH) Bible Students Ecclesia 
"... I am not going to give a testimony for myself today. I spent some 
time at the New York Care Center with Br. Owen and Sr. Peg Kindig 
and Sr. Karole and Br. David Doran earlier today—they all wanted 
their love brought to you. I also have a little message from Sr. Peg: 
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`Dear brethren gathered in convention, loving greetings. Thank you 
for your prayers on our behalf. They are sustaining us. Owen' s 
condition is still too critical for visitors. If you would like to send 
a tape with messages, that would be fine. He is so looking forward 
to when " Thy Kingdom Comes." Yours in the one hope.' Phil. 4:13 

"As all of you probably know, Br. Owen Kindig suffered a massive 
stroke about two weeks ago and is now in a care center receiving 
daily therapy—physical therapy, speech therapy, and occupational 
therapy. He is making the progress that would be expected for 
someone who has had such a severe stroke. It is a very, very difficult 
experience for him, Sr. Peg and all of the family. Actually it is an 
experience for all of us; I do not think there is a single person in this 
whole room that Br. Owen has not touched in some way. So I appeal 
to you on behalf of them as well as myself that we all remember them 
in prayer during this difficult experience and if it is the Gethsemane 
experience for Br. Owen, that he learn and grow from it and that all 
of us can grow from it... 

"I ask the brethren to remember me in prayer and I remember all 
of you...I pray for the time too when we can all be together and be 
with our elder brothers and with our Lord Jesus and see him face to 
face." 

New Convention in Southeast 
Br. Mark Tribble, Starkville, MS 
"...We want to thank the Lord for allowing us to start a new 
convention in the southeast. The last two years we had it in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama; this year about 60 folks came. We are moving 
next year to Meridian [MS]—the idea is to move it around the 
southeast so that the isolated brethren will have a place to go. This 
makes three conventions that brethren in the southeast have 
throughout the year. We are thankful to the Lord for that. 

"I wanted to report on an experience of Br. Arthur Parker—it has 
been quite a wonderful thing for him. He has done some witnessing 
at work and there is a black fellow there who has taken a lot of the 
literature to his church and put it out in the pews. He has not come 
to the meetings or expressed any other interest, but he puts the 
literature out, watches to see how many people take it, and reports 
it to Br. Arthur. It has been quite an interesting experience and we 
are thankful for that. We think the Lord is doing some work there. 
We do not know what will come of it, but we praise him and we thank 
him for everything he has done. 

"We thank all the brethren that have helped us—came down to 
visit, telephoned, and sent E-mails. We appreciate it very much. I 
wanted to let you know about those things and ask that you keep us 
in prayer as we keep you in prayer." 

Intertwined in Witness Work 
Sr. Virginia Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"... I want to thank the Lord for the wonderful privilege of being here. 
I appreciate the labors of this class in providing so much for us. 

"We very much enjoy having Lili Crisan' s parents, Joan and Sr. 
Ioana Vasilache, in our home. Every time Br. Ken goes to Romania, 
he has to first fly to Bucharest. It is very difficult to travel to another 
country that has a different language. Sr. Lili' s father, loan, meets 
Br. Ken at the airport and takes him to another airport so he can fly 
to Cluj. On the return trip, Br. Ken has to fly again to Bucharest and 
usually the time of the two flights is not close together. So loan meets 
Br. Ken again at the airport, takes him to his home to spend the night, 
and the next morning brings him back to the airport to meet the flight 
home. That has been going on for several years and Br.Ken is really 
thankful for that. 

"I very much appreciate the labors of all the brethren in witness 
work. We are really intertwined together in this work. I would like 
to give you one example. We ran an ad a couple of weeks ago on the 

See Brethren page 16 



Churches Try To Form Organization 
The Associated Press By RICHARD N. OSTLING 
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WASHINGTON (AP)—The National 
Council of Churches is going to try to form 
a new organization that would for the first 
time include all major branches of U.S. 
Christianity, its board decided Tuesday. 

If successful, the new ecumenical body 
could spell an end to the council, which is 
now made up of mainline Protestant, black 
Protestant and Orthodox denominations. 

Most Christians in the United States are 
currently outside the council, in the Roman 
Catholic Church and in Evangelical or Pen-
tecostal groups. 

Under the purposely vague plan approved 
by the 50-member council board, a task force 
will hold preliminary talks with Catholic, 
Evangelical and Pentecostal leaders, invite 
them into a joint process and propose next 
steps to the council's national assembly in 
November. 

The project faces numerous obstacles, 
both ideological and practical. 

Conservative Protestants—Evangelicals, 
Pentecostals and Southern Baptists—have 
been indifferent or hostile toward the coun-
cil, often accusing it of theological liberal- 

ism and promoting political causes to the 
neglect of spiritual ones. 

The U.S. Catholic Church decided a gen-
eration ago not to enter the council, partly 
because Roman Catholics in this country 
alone exceed the 50 million members in the 
council's 35 denominations. 

However, since the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, Catholic bishops have been free to join 
cooperative bodies with other Christians 
and have done so in 55 other countries. 

Participants at the council's 50th anni-
versary meeting last November said it was 
time to give birth to a new ecumenical future, 
noted the Rev. Clifton Kirkpatrick, chief 
executive of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), a current National Council mem-
ber. 

"I find this extremely helpful and hope-
ful," he said of the proposal. 

The future existence of the council was 
not discussed by the board. 

"Sometimes an organizational structure 
has to be willing to die. We have to be willing 
to entertain that," said the Rev. Wesley 
Granberg-Michaelson, chief executive of  

the Reformed Church in America, part of the 
task force that will contact the other Chris-
tian groups. 

The Rev. Robert Edgar, the council's 
chief executive, sent notice of the proposal 
two weeks ago to the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops and the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals. He plans an early meet-
ing with the Southern Baptist Convention, 
the largest U.S. Protestant denomination. 

In another action at the council board 
meeting, officials settled a major internal 
dispute, granting independent financial 
control to its relief agency, Church World 
Service. The agency, which brings in 85 
percent of council revenues, has been dissat-
isfied with the cost and quality of council 
administration. It was during discussions of 
the Church World Service problem that the 
idea of a new pan-Christian group first arose. 

The council has struggled through a pe-
riod of financial turmoil. Following a $4 
million budget deficit for 1999, Edgar ex-
pressed confidence that anticipated special 
gifts, staff cuts and other economies would 
stabilize finances by the end of 2000. ❑ 
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earthquake in India and we borrowed the 888 number from the Gills. 
We had a phone call from a woman in St. Petersburg. She requested 
the booklet 'How to Study the Bible and Have It Make Sense.' Since 
we did not offer that booklet, I knew that the response was meant for 
the Gill's witness work. I asked her how she knew about us. She 
responded that a woman on a bus handed this tract out to all the 
people on board. I thought that the lady was probably Sr. RuthMillard. 
I contacted Sr. Estelle and she had the same reaction because Sr. Ruth 
orders these tracts from them. Sr. Estelle said that she would send the 
name to Sr. Ruth. So you see how it is, one class prints the tracts and 
send them down to Sr. Ruth Millard, she passes them out, and this 
woman responds to us. Do you know how many fingers are in that 
pie? I am very thankful that we could work together with so many 
brethren. 

"There is a news article—Arutz 7—from Israel that is communi-
cated daily by E-mail. A couple of weeks ago, Br. Ken placed an ad 
in it for the Israel-Appointment with Destiny video. It headed the 
news column for six mornings and so far we have had 85 requests [ten 
more have since been sold] from this one small ad (we are not offering 
it free—the cost is $10.00). Eighty-five videos! We have never sold 
that many for any effort and we are really thankful for this response. 

"I praise the Lord for all our wonderful privileges." 

Letters of Testimony: 

Leaning on God's Promises 
Br. Marion Schrock, Wintersville, Ohio, writes: "Dear Brethren: I 
am still in the nursing home. Since my surgery January 25 I am much 
weaker than before and can do very little reading and writing. My 
condition requires much more care than before. This raises some 
serious problems. Some do not know how to take care of my needs 
and sometimes they do not have the right materials to work with. 

"Life has become an almost continual round of uncertainties and 
contradictions, with cases where I just do not know what to do or say. 

My only hope and stay is God's promise that He knows our needs 
and is ready and able to help us. Of course, the many letters and phone 
calls of encouragement, and visits of the brethren, are a great help. 
[Phone: (740) 264-4029)] 

"Thinking of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, he endured the 
excruciating pain of the cross for nearly six hours patiently. At the 
end he felt that his father had forsaken him. He was overwhelmed 
with grief and cried out: 'My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?' This latter condition grieved him more than the pain of the 
cross. How he loved his father! So should we! What a strong witness 
against the trinity doctrine! Please pray for me." 

Br. Marion wished to add the following references: Songs in the 
Night, Feb. 27 and March 1. 

In Memory of Br. Ron Kwolek 
Sr. Dawn Kwolek, Plainfield, Illinois writes: "Warmest Christian 
love to Our Dear Friends: 

"Our family wishes to thank you for your loving support in the 
way of cards, phone calls, E-mail, and flowers that were sent to us in 
the passing of Br. Ron. One of his favorite scriptures that he had 
highlighted in his Bible was Psalms 145:8,9. 'The Lord is gracious, 
and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord 
is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.' 

"We thank the Lord for our precious memories of Ron. He was a 
loving husband and supported both his daughters, Kim and Korrie 
in their every endeavor. Both Kim's husband, Brian, and Korrie's 
husband, Eddie, were blessed to be Ron's 'sons' with a very special 
relationship. Joshua and Aaron, who affectionately referred to their 
grandfather as 'Papa' , have a wonderful legacy. The close bond that 
Ron shared with his grandsons was immeasurable. He was a wonder-
ful example to us all. 

"The Lord has certainly blessed us and we thank him for the 
knowledge we have of His plan. 'Be thou faithful unto death and I 
will give thee a crown of life.' We ask a continued interest in your 
prayers as we continue to pray for all of you." ❑ 
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have only heard fromBr. Steve and Sr. Rosalie 
Palmgren who live in the Seattle area. They 
are OK. Those of us in Wenatchee are OK, 
there was not much effect here, BUT we did 
FEEL it! Please send me any information 
concerning the brethren in the areas affected 
by this earthquake if possible and I will 
resend your information to the brethren on-
line. The brethren are concerned and would 
appreciate knowing if their brethren are OK." 

Br. John Koreny—"I was on the road 
when the cell phone cut out and I had no idea 
what happened. It turns out there was an 
earthquake and I did not even know it. When 
I got back to my office all of the books were 
out of the bookshelves and the papers were 
all spread around. A few broken win-
dows. All of the geotechnical engineers 
are excited, now they get to see if their 
foundation designs work. Not much 
damage happened, a few broken win-
dows, etc. The geotechnical engineers 
said that if this were Taiwan or Korea the 
damage would be widespread because 
their buildings are built so poorly. They 
say it would have to be above 7.0 on the 
Richter scale to cause much damage 
here." 

Sr. Janice Friday—"There was not 
much effect here on Vancouver Island as 
far as I know. Here in my classroom I felt 
nothing, although some in the school 
building did feel some slight motion. 
People in houses nearby report feeling 
their houses shake, but I haven't heard of any 
damage or injuries. We do earthquake drills 
in the school to be prepared for this, but, in 
this case, we didn't even know what was 
happening until it was over. It's good to get 
reports from the brethren in Seattle, where 
the situation was the most serious." 

Br. Ron Palmgren—"I just received an 
ICQ fromBr. Mery and Sr. Linda Hohenacker 
and they are OK there. They also live on 
Vancouver Island. Br. Mery said: 'Boy, we 
were rattled here this morning. A box came 
off the shelf above the computer and scat-
tered things but nothing else moved, how-
ever the whole place shook and I was real 
excited. — 

Br. David Kirkham—"So far we have 
heard that all is well with the Kirkhams, 
Jenssens, Canells, Gawronskis, Nussels and 
Camps. Sr. Kristen was evacuated from her 
building as she works in the Pioneer Square 
area where there was very serious damage. At 
this time it appears that her company will not 
be able to go back to that building. The 
power of this quake was impressive. What a 
blessing it is to live in such a wealthy nation 
where an earthquake that would cause ex-
tensive loss of life in many other nations 
results in only a handful of injuries." 

Sr. Rose ICnockaert—"The earthquake 

here was quite strong but no damage. The 
rumbling was very strong and the entire 
house undulated as if it were a boat on the 
waves for several minutes. Every hanging 
thing in the house was swinging as though 
it were in a strong wind. I tried walking and 
had to hold on to things like on a boat that 
was pitching and I became very dizzy. After 
everything stopped the house continued to 
sway. We are thankful to the Lord that we 
weren't hurt and nothing damaged—unlike 
other areas. Thanks for your concern." 

Sr. Laurie Flinn—"Here in Pacific (Au-
burn) we're OK. My family—Bev 
Christiansen, David and Elaine Christiansen 
are fine, too. I' 11 let you know if I get any 
news." 

Sr. Billie Speed—"I live in Federal Way 
and we are about 15 miles from the epicenter. 
It shook my house pretty hard and things 
flew off of the shelves and cupboard doors 
flung open and that type of thing but there 
was no major damage in my close vicinity. 
I did talk to Sr. Beverly Christiansen, and she 
had been in contact with her son Br. David 
Christiansen and his wife Elaine and her 
daughter Laurie Flinn and they are all fine. 
From what I am hearing by watching the 
news is that Lacey and Olympia were hit 
quite hard and so did a lot of other areas. 
They say that it was centered 30 miles down 
into the earth so that is why there was not 
much more severe damage. They said that it 
was a 6.8 earthquake. If anyone has relatives 
that they can't reach by phone here and they 
would like me to call them I would be happy 
to do so." 

Sr. Janell Stewart—"I talked to my par-
ents today, Br. Richard and Sr. Evelyn 
Stewart. My dad was sent home from work, 
because they lost electricity, but they are 
both fine. They haven't found any damage 
to their home either—just some shaken pic-
ture frames. My mom was actually on the 
phone with Sr. Rosalie when it happened." 

Br. John Blackwell—"Here in the frozen 
north at 10:55 a.m., we hid under our desks 
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and tables in the classrooms and offices 
while the walls and ceilings shook for 30 
seconds—interesting exercise. Students 
were well trained. The college was then 
evacuated. Sr. Pam was driving on the high-
way and she thought she had a car break-
down. Then when she got back to her office 
she found out it was an earthquake and her 
office had been evacuated." 

Br. Dave Christiansen—"Quake news 
from Silverdale, WA. I think you have been 
notified that Beverly, Elaine and Dave 
Christiansen are all fine. Elaine and I have 
been trying to contact the brethren in the 
Seattle area that we have not read about on 
the network. Lois Breese is fine, Ray Knoll 
is fine, Bertha Howell is still in the hospital 

(and doing much better I might add) her 
daughter, Cindy Howell, and her hus-
band John were at her side when the 
quake hit. They are all fine. Caroline 
Blong, in Bremerton, is fine. Could not 
reach the Keiths in Bothell nor the 
Markiewiczs in Issaquah. We are hav-
ing phone problems like everyone else 
here but we're getting through more as 
the evening wears on. Mike and Ginger 
Brann were to fly to Orlando this morn-
ing and we assume that they were able 
to take off before they closed Sea Tac 
Airport. 

"I had an interesting experience with 
this quake thing. My office/warehouse 
is on Harbor Island in S. Seattle. It is a 
man made island and the building is 

about one third over the water on pilings. 
The three other sales reps and I were just 
finishing inventory in the warehouse when 
things started. Pat froze, so I grabbed her arm, 
and the three of us (my guardian angel was 
with us, I'm sure) started running to the front 
of the building. Things were crashing to the 
floor behind us. As we ran I noticed that all 
the racks were swaying above us. There are 
literally thousands of pounds of products 25 
feet over us on each side. We made it to about 
60 feet from the door without incident but 
found our way somewhat blocked. In the 
front of the warehouse there were, as usual, 
60 to 70 stacks of bagged flour. Each stack 
is three pallet boards high. Each pallet board 
has 2,500 pounds of flour on it. Many of 
these stacks had already tipped over and the 
rest were wobbling precariously. We didn't 
dare continue through there. Pat panicked 
and wanted to make a run for it over the 
debris but I grabbed her. We were in a nice 
little spot that the Lord had provided where 
the falling stacks couldn't get us because 
they couldn't fall diagonally. Not five sec- 
onds after I grabbed her another stack went 
down 15 to 20 feet in front of us exactly 
where Pat would have been. The 45 seconds 
of shaking seemed much longer and we 

See Earthquake page 18 
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Afflicted From page 2 
■ Sr. Bertha Howell (do Cindy Howell, 8528 - 220th St SW, 
Edmonds, WA 98026. E-mail: doug.howell  @ gte.net) underwent an 
operation recently to repair a blockage in the intestines. She was in 
intensive care and on a respirator for a time. After surgery there were 
complications resulting in cardiac arrest. There appeared to be no 
heart damage, but further complications resulted in readmittance to 
the hospital. Her faith is strong. She appreciates the cards, E-mail and 
letters she has received from the brethren very much. 

■ Sr. Roberta Watkins (6760 Chambersburg Road, Dayton, OH 
45424) of the Miami Valley Ecclesia underwent double knee 
surgery and is recovering slowly. She and her husband, Br. Jim, have 
been pleased to hear from so many of the friends—some of whom 
they have never met. Br. Jim writes, "The outpouring of love and 
greetings is encouraging and comforting to say the least!" 

■Br. Dennis Stansberry (13377 N. St. Rd. 9, Alexandria, IN 46001) 
has had his faith tried and strengthened the last several months with 
his daughter, Penny Murphy, who is afflicted with a rare blood 
disease similar to cancer. Her condition is so rare that doctors are 

giving her experimental drugs as she regains strength to receive a 
bone marrow transplant from her sister, Vicki Higdon. Br. Dennis and 
the family see the Lord's hand in so many details of this difficult 
experience and thank the Lord for His loving watchcare. 

■ Br. George Shuck (5 Western Sands, Wallingford, CT 06492-
2949) of the Clinton and New Haven Ecclesias had a cardio-arterial, 
quadruple by-pass on March 7. Although weak, Br. George is 
making progress and both he and his wife, Sr. Marguerite, have 
appreciated all the help, love and prayers received from the brethren 
and send their heartfelt thanks and love to all. 

■Br. John and Sr. Jackie Beard (605 W. Jefferson, Joliet, 
IL 60535) are grieving the loss of their son, John, Jr. ("Rusty"), 
52, who died unexpectedly March 8. This is a difficult and 
sad experience for the whole family, including Sr. Linda 
Larson (LambGram@aol.com ), Br. Dan Beard 
(dkcbeard@otgnorthshore.com ) and Sr. Romona Hill 
(LiftMinels@aol.com). The family expresses confidence in the 
Lord's mercies and would appreciate an interest in the brethren's 
prayers. 	 See Afflicted next page 
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eventually got out without harm. 

"Some of us went back in to assess dam-
age, what a mess ! Flour everywhere, 40 pound 
buckets of fruit filling, many broken, strewn 
all over. Fifty-five gallon drums of vinegar 
had dropped from the top shelves 25 feet up. 
It's one of those experiences that people 
don't forget quickly. Thankfully no one was 
injured. We thank the Lord for his watch 
care." 

Sr. Kim Cleary—"We really felt the 
quake! However, we have no damage to 
report and all are fine in my immediate 
family. I have not heard from others. I have 
been unable to reach my mom and dad (the 
Tanta' s) nor my sister, Kathy Beard and 
family—phone calls are still not going 
through. I was thankful to read that Br. Dan 
Beard reported in to you and all is well. 
Thank you for this wonderful service. A real 
blessing of connectedness to the brethren." 

Sr. Evelyn Stewart—"Yes, Richard and 
I and our home came through the earthquake 
safely and there doesn't appear to be any 
immediate damage. We REALLY SHOOK 
in Bothell. I was talking on the phone to Sr. 
Rosalie when she all of a sudden asked, 
'Evelyn, what is happening?' Even before 
she finished her sentence I heard the noise 
(which an earthquake makes and once you 
ever hear it, know immediately what is hap-
pening!) and felt our house move so told her 
it was an earthquake and to take cover. I 
dived under our kitchen table and held onto 
the table legs (as we are trained to do if 
available) and prepared to move with the 
table across the floor if the table did. This 
house really shook and the sound was ter-
rible. The house was moving too much for  

me to keep my balance to walk to a door. I was 
amazed and thankful when the earthquake 
stopped that we didn't have broken gas or 
water lines, no broken windows, that the 
house was still on its foundation, etc. If the 
earthquake had not been so deep, there would 
have been massive damage to western Wash-
ington and many more injuries to people. 
Thankfully, too, it hasn't rained for a few 
days, otherwise, the rain soaked ground 
wouldn't have been able to support all the 
tall evergreen trees in our area, and there 
would have been more land, mud and rock 
slides than have already happened. 

"Richard's office is on the third floor of 
the building he works in and it swayed and 
shook. His office was evacuated so he was 
able to come home shortly after the quake. 
Thankfully, the roads were OK the short 
distance from his office to our home. So we 
are very thankful for the Lord's overruling 
providences for us and all the brethren in this 
area. (Heb. 12: 26-28) After the quake stopped 
I went outside and checked around, checked 
on our elderly neighbor next door, etc. The 
adrenalin really flows during such an event, 
and it took a few minutes for my hands to stop 
visually trembling." 

Sr. Goldy George—"Early this morning 
while watching the news we were shocked to 
hear about the earthquake in Washington 
State. I was relieved to know that most of our 
brethren are safe when I checked the mails 
this evening. We pray for the safety of all the 
brethren, especially those in Seattle which 
was jolted the most.Much Christian love 
and concern from all the brethren in India." 

Br. Bill Zietzke—"As with the rest of the 
brethren, it was a real blessing to see the E-
mails. As far as I can tell none of my equip- 

mentor home was damaged, but the connec-
tion did go down and stayed down for a 
couple of days. But it looks like everything 
is now working OK." 

Br. Bill provides the computer and net-
work connection that is used by brethren all 
over the world to connect via CU-SeeMe. 
Ed. 

Br. Michael and Sr. Ginger Brann-
"We are just fine. We were on the freeway 
driving toward the airport when the earth-
quake hit. We saw signs swaying but felt 
nothing. Our flight was, of course, cancelled 
and we were unable to get back home be-
cause of the traffic congestion. So, we stayed 
in a hotel by the airport and got out on 
another flight the next day. The flights were 
delayed and we were two days late getting to 
Orlando for the convention but we did make 
it in time for the start of the convention. We 
are thankful for that Thank you all for your 
love and concern. Psalm 62:1-2" 

In addition to these messages from breth-
ren in the quake area, there were many more 
from brethren expressing their thanks for 
being kept in touch. 

When the devastating earthquake of Janu-
ary 26 struck northern India, our immediate 
concern was for our Indian brethren. Very 
soon thereafter, E-mails informed us that no 
brethren lived in the area affected. This great 
relief however did not lessen our sympathy 
and sadness for the survivors of the quake 
who suffered such great loss. 

In an effort to comfort those on this side 
of the world the Miami Valley Bible Stu-
dents Ecclesia placed an ad in an Indian 
publication offering a message of comfort in 
the booklet "And God Cried." See page 9. ❑ 
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Conventions 
"Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD." 1 Chron. 16:10 

April 13-15 Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada. Winnipeg Bible 
Students Ecclesia. Lincoln Motor Hotel, 1030 McPhillips Street, 
Winnipeg, MB. Five speakers. Nine part symposium on theme text: 
Gal. 5:22,23. For accomodations contact: Frank Boychuk, 263 
Moray St., Winnipeg, MB R3J 3A4, Canada. Phone (204) 888-0784. 
E-mail: F.Boychuk@Home.com  

May 5,6 Detroit, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of 
Metropolitan Detroit (MI) Annual. Garden City High School, 6500 
Middlebelt, Garden City, Michigan 48135. Programs and 
information from Secretary: Suzanne Jambor, 6769 Spruce Drive, 
Bloomfield Twp MI 48301-3057. Phone: (248) 538-3826. Email: 
BroDavidFJ@aol.com  

May 5,6 Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students Annual. 
New location: Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., East 
Hartford, CT. Programs and information from Secretary: Mrs. Daniel 
Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: 
(860)289-0116. E-mail: 75244.2371  @compuserve.com  

May 26, 27 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St. Louis 
Annual. New Location: Doubletree Club - St. Louis Airport, 9600 
Natural Bridge Road, St. Louis, MO 63134 (314) 427-7600. Please 
make reservations for the hotel and mention Bible Students. Make 
reservation by April 30 to receive the preferred rate of $59.00 per 
night (up to three per room). Six speakers. Secretary: Dolores 
Forsythe, 4840 Towne South Road, St. Louis, MO 63128. Phone: 
(314) 487-2651. E-mail: BroJohnF@msn.com  

June 2,3 Waterbury, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students 
Annual. Saturday in Morris, CT and Sunday at the Litchfield Fire 
House Hall in Litchfield, CT. For information: Mrs. Anthony 
Tsimonis, Waterbury Bible Students, P. 0. Box 1494, Waterbury, 
CT. 06721-1494. Phone (860) 567-0109. E-mail 
Tsimonis@aol.com  

June 9,10 Hope, Indiana. Hope Bible Students Annual. Holiday 
Inn, Columbus, IN. Convention theme: Elijah, Elisha and John the 
Baptist. For programs, information, reservations and meal count 
contact the secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th Street, Columbus, 
IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail: flowers@qmix.net  

June 9, 10 Allentown, Pennsylvania. Allentown Bible Students 
Annual. East Stroudsburg University, East Stroudsburg, PA. Five 
speakers. For information and programs contact the secretary: 
Sylvia Yanolko. Phone: (610) 264-3550. 

June 22-24 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish 
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE. Reservations: Mrs. Betty 
Jahn, 2946 Spring Hollow Lane S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 
391-0997. E-mail: betty  @ jahnmail.com  

July 7,8 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Bible Students 
Congregation of New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickenson 
University, Madison, NJ. Six Speakers. Secretary: Merrily 
Wesolowski, 280 Phillips Ave., So. Hackensack, NJ 07606. Phone: 
(201) 807-9519. For convention E-mail correspondence: 
newbrunswickconv@aol.com  

July 26-29 Delaware, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 27th Annual 
Convention. Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware Ohio. 
Convention Secretary: Todd Alexander, 7730 Arboretum Ct., New 
Albany, OH 43054. Phone: (614) 939-9761. E-mail: 
toddnalex  @aol.com  

September 1-3 Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students 
of Villa Park, Illinois. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd. 
and Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn. Seven Speakers. Accommodations 
Coordinator: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Avenue, Villa 
Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. 

September 29,30 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual. New location: Upper Valley JVS, 8811 Career Drive, Piqua, 
OH, 45356-9254. Four Speakers. Programs and information from the 
secretary: Mrs. James Heeg, 1732 Merrydale Road, Springfield, OH 
45503. Phone: (937) 390-3246. E-Mail: jeheeg  @glasscity.net  

October 13, 14 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Ecclesia Annual. Programs and information from the secretary: 
Jackie Lancaster, P. O. Box 3155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. E-
mail: corlan@stic.net  

October 26-28 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students Annual. Pennsylvania State University (Fayette Campus), 
Uniontown, PA. Five speakers. Contact: Mrs. Duane Cramer, 324 
Town Country Road, Vanderbilt, Pa. 15486. Phone: (724) 677-
4633. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 

Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Afflicted From page 18 

■ Br. Jonis Jacobsen (2500 N. Madison St., Wilmington, 
DE 19802) is in the Wilmington Hospital awaiting surgery 
for an aneurysm in the abdominal aorta . When taken to the 
hospital he was hemorrhaging heavily, requiring four 
pints of blood. The bleeding was stopped. He looks good 
and is in good spirits, trusting the Lord. Last May many 
encouraged his wife, Sr. Laura, after her double knee 
replacement. They both ask an interest in the prayers of the 
brethren. ❑ 

The Value of Time 

To realize the value of one year: Ask a student who has failed a final 
exam. To realize the value of one month: Ask a mother who has given 
birth to a premature baby. To realize the value of one week: Ask an 
editor of a weekly newspaper. To realize the value of one hour: Ask 
the lovers who are waiting to meet. To realize the value on one minute: 
Ask a person who has missed the train, bus or plane. To realize the 
value of one second: Ask a person who has survived an accident. To 
realize the value of one millisecond: Ask the person who has won a 
silver medal in the Olympics. Time waits for no one. Treasure every 
moment you have. 
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Large Print Hymn Book: 

A large print version of "Hymns of Millennial Dawn" is currently in 
the planning stages. This book would be printed commercially with 
a vinyl cover and GBC binding which is similar to a spiral binding. 
Estimated cost is less than $14 per book. 

Demand for such a printing must be determined before the project 
can move forward. Brethren who have an interest in a large print 
version of the hymn book should contact Miami Valley Bible 
Students stating the number of copies desired. No orders are being 
accepted at this time—this is merely a survey to determine demand. 

Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 2001 

Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published,as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
▪ . that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse- 
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

▪ . that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — bleb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

