
Students in any given country. 
This has always been true, even 
from the days of the Apostles. 
Nevertheless some general 
observations can be made. 

It is encouraging to see many 
brethren in Romania and 
Moldova placing emphasis on 
spiritual needs in spite of the 
very difficult economic condi- 
tions that exist there. They mani- 
fest an awareness of the high pri- 
ority that pertains to spiritual in- 
terests. Love for Present Truth is 
widespread in both countries, and 
the writings of Br. Russell con- 
tinue to be actively disseminated 
and studied. There are differing 
teachings being promoted by 
some visiting speakers, but a keen 
loyalty to Present Truth predomi- 
nates amongst the brethren, and 
such doctrinal differences have 
tended to prompt the brethren to 

See Eastern Europe page 5 
Meeting in Bucuresti, Simeon Wedding, Moldovan Teens 
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The Truth Movement in Romania and Moldova: An Update 
Many elders from America have 
had the privilege of traveling to 
Romania and Moldova to 
minister unto the brethren in 
those two countries. Various 
reports have been published in 
the Newsletter over the years 
about these visits. This account 
is a report of the 18th trip by Br. 
Allen Springer which took place 
during the month of November. 
The following sections cover 
areas of interest which have 
been the subject of inquiry by 
many brethren. We trust that it 
will bring the brethren up to 
date. Ed. 

Special Blessings 

There were many blessings on 
this trip for which we thank the 
Lord. In addition to the rich feast 
of spiritual fellowship and study, 
there were several special 
privileges. The trip began with an 
immersion service, and ended with an 
immersion service. [See page 13] Both took 
place in Bucuresti, the capital of Romania, 
and the place of our arrival and departure. 

The first immersion occurred on Novem-
ber 2nd. Sr. Floarea Pop expressed her desire 
after the evening study, and the service was 
quickly arranged. The brethren crowded into 
the narrow room and Sr. Floarea was im-
mersed in the bathtub. This is the only prac-
tical method for brethren in Bucuresti, as 
there are no nearby facilities where an im-
mersion could be performed. 

The final meeting of the trip was also in 
Bucuresti, on November 27th. It was not a 
complete surprise, as Sr. Diana Garbia had 
indicated, after the November 2nd meeting, 
that she also had been counting the cost for 
a long time. During that four week interim, 
she gave her heart to the Lord, and asked to 
be immersed on the evening before our de-
parture. Sr. Diana had an unusual privilege 
in connection with that service. She was the 
only one present who could serve as a trans-
lator. 

Another special privilege was to attend 
the wedding of Br. Viorel and Sr. Persida 

Simeon in Sighet which was held on Novem-
ber 14th. Weddings in Romania must be 
conducted as a civil ceremony in order to be 
recognized by the State. After the legal ser-
vice at the courthouse, a smaller group of 
family and brethren offered prayers, sang 
hymns and had a meal together at the home 
of Sr. Persida' s mother. 

Two consecrated teenagers from 
Moldova, Br. Ionel and Sr. Tania Bivol, 
expressed their desire to travel with us. From 
November 5th to the end of the trip we had 
special fellowship and discussion together. 
They accompanied me on the train from Cluj 
to Bucuresti—a much longer trip than going 
directly to Moldova. Neither of them know 
English, but we were able to communicate 
by means of my broken Romanian and their 
great patience. 

Spiritual Conditions 

It would not be accurate to say that the 
situation in Eastern Europe is "thus and so" 
any more than it would be accurate to make 
a general statement about the spiritual state 
of affairs amongst brethren in America. A 
mixed condition exists among Bible 

Greetings in the Lord 
"It is with hearts full of thankfulness that we 
acknowledge the divine favors of the year 
just closed. The 23rd Psalm voices our 
sentiments. The Lord has graciously 
continued his gentle leading of his sheep 
beside still waters and into the fresh green 
pastures of his truth. Our table he has 
supplied with viands of grace and 
knowledge, bountifully... 

"Now, in the dawn of a new year, we feel 
that we can apply to ourselves and to all 
God's consecrated ones the words of the last 
verse of this Psalm: 'Surely goodness and 
mercy shall attend me all the days of my life; 
and I shall dwell forever in the house of the 
Lord.' Let us, beloved, not only appreciate 
the bounties of our 'table,' but more and 
more feed upon the precious truth; and let us 
seek more and more to make use of the 
strength this food imparts, laboring in 
Christ's service, that we may become more 
and more 'strong in the Lord and in the power 
of his might. —  R1171 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer." Psalm 4:1 

III Sr. Alice Trickett (25020 32nd Ave., RR#4, Aldergrove, B.C., 
VOX 1A0 Canada) collapsed with a heart attack on September 30 
while checking water levels in the ditches on her farm. After being 
hospitalized and treated, Sr. Alice's condition has improved. Her 
daughter Sr. Janice Friday expresses appreciation for the brethren's 
letters and phone calls and asks for a continuing interest in the 
prayers of the brethren. 

■ Sr. Barbara Millin (16923 Labrador St., North Hills, CA 91343-
1721) had a five-bypass surgery in September and also returned to 
surgery in October for fluid behind her lung. She is slowly 
improving, but gets tired very easily. Sr. Barbara, her husband Br. 
Leon, and daughters Sr. Becky Hess and Sr. Rachel Kopek, 
appreciate the prayers and concerns of the brethren through this 
difficult time. 

■ Sr. Penny Taylor (4114 Dalton Ln., Boise, ID 83704), lost her 
husband Floyd, who had been in ill health for about five years, on 
November 2. Floyd had attended the Boise class with Sr. Penny until 
ill health prevented him from doing so. He found comfort in the 
promises of the Kingdom. 

■ Sr. Valentina Teleuca (corn. Ruseni 4639, jud. Edinet 
MOLDOVA) from Ruseni Class, in the northern part of Moldova, 
had surgery at the end of October in a hospital in Chisinau. She very 
much appreciated the prayers and encouragements of the brethren. 
Br. Slavic and Sr. Emilia Iachim report that she is doing better now 
and is praying for the brethren too. 

■ Sr. Isabel McDonough (43 Douglas Ave., Lonaconing, MD 
21539) is no longer able to attend meetings and is somewhat 
isolated. In spite of health problems, Sr. Isabel is confident in the 
Lord's care and overrulings. However, she would benefit from 
messages of encouragement in this season of her life. 

■ Br. Bob Houghton (16 Sterling St., Franklin, NJ 07416-1527) had 
surgery for arterial problems on September 25. He is now well on the 
road to recovery from what he describes as a "minor bump in the 
Narrow Way." Br. Bob thanks the heavenly Father for all the heartfelt 
messages of concern from the brethren. 

■ Sr. Frances Scholefield (274 Prairie Ave., Apt. 214, Wilmington, 
OH 45177) had surgery November 6 for cancer of the breast and 
lymph system. She is now undergoing chemotherapy. Although not 
discouraged and very thankful for the prayers of the brethren, she 
would greatly benefit from a continued interest in the brethren's 
prayers and messages of encouragement. 

■ Sr. Marilyn Facker (19000 NW Evergreen Pky., Apt. 208, 
Hillsboro, OR 97124) had surgery December 1 to repair a herniated 
disc in her spine after sustaining much pain in her neck and shoulder. 
Both she and her husband Br. William say, "We are trusting in the 
Lord in this experience." They would appreciate the prayers and 
messages of the brethren. 

■ Br. Walter Dearing (c/o Shirley Pinkiston, 3214 S. Collier, 
Indianapolis, IN 46221) is progressing in his recovery from injuries 
received in an automobile accident he and his mother Sr. Frieda 
Dearing [see Deaths, page 3] experienced October 13. Br. Walter 
suffered serious head trauma and injury to both hips. His recovery, 
by the Lord's grace, has been remarkable. The head injury has left 
no permament impairment, and he is now able to walk with the aid 

of a walker with complete recovery expected. He has been 
discharged from the rehab center where he received thereapy, and is 
now recuperating at the home of his sister Shirley Pinkston (see 
address above) whose kind and helpful service to Br. Walter and her 
mother following the accident, and to Br. Walter since her mother's 
death, has been notable. Br. Walter was, for years, caregiver to his 
mother, and her death, coming in this manner, has been a painful 
experience, but he is reconciled to the Lord's will for Sr. Frieda. 

■ Sr. Mary Beth Swigart (1560 Harvard Ave., Salt Lake City, UT 
84105) was admitted to the hospital with severe back pain and 
dehydration and is being given morphine. Sr. Marie Lewis 
(dmarie@in-tch.com ) of Columbia Falls, Montana, requests prayers 
on her behalf. 

■ Br. Casimer Tabac (c/o Mark & Roberta Tabac, 1844 Scarsboro, 
Glendale Heights, IL 60139) was diagnosed with stage four cancer 
in February of 1999. While courageously battling the disease and 
after deciding against chemotherapy in favor of alternative 
treatment methods, in July of last year he broke his collarbone. The 
tumors have increased and Br. Casimer has been slowly weakening 
and needing daily care. He is now living with his son Br. Mark and 
daughter-in-law Sr. Roberta. They request an interest in the prayers 
of the brethren for grace and strength at this time. 

■ Sr. Helen Navitsky (c/o Country Meadows Assisted Living 
Facility, 430 Krocks Rd., Rm. 101, Allentown, PA 18106) has been 
undergoing difficulties especially since her husband Br. Walter died 
about six years ago, but she has been encouraged by the visits of the 
brethren to look to the Lord "who supplieth all our needs." 

■ Sr. Vera Malik (2210 Lake Ridge Dr., Glendale Hts, IL 60139) 
and her husband Br. Fred, both of the Chicago Ecclesia, could use 
the prayers and encouragement of the brethren. Br. Fred is now in a 
nursing home with Alzheimer' s disease. Br. Fred and Sr. Vera moved 
to Chicago after living for many years in New Jersey where they 
attended the Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia. 

■ Sr. Marguerite Alfano (Westminster Village, 11050 
Presbyterian Dr. #F-192, Indianapolis, IN 46236) of the Hope (IN) 
Ecclesia is experiencing a heavy trial in the loss of her ability to read. 
Sr. Marguerite has macular degeneration of the type that has 
progressed quickly. For many years she has studied through the 
Volumes annually and greatly feels the loss—although she does 
listen to talks and lessons on tape. In August she moved to an assisted 
living facility. In her Christmas message Sr. Marguerite writes: 
"...There are many lovely people here with a very helpful and caring 
staff... [the brethren of the Hope (IN) Ecclesia] continue to pick me 
up on Sundays and I am truly blessed by their faithfulness to this 
service....May our Lord continue to bless each of you in the coming 
year, giving you the perfect peace which only he can give." 

■ Br. Bob Bright (6451 Richard St., San Diego, CA 92115) on 
November 7 fell from a high ladder while working alone. He landed 
on a small metal fence post after a fall of about eight feet—his rib cage 
taking the point of impact. He was briefly suspended there until he 
could disengage himself from the wire fence and fall to the ground 
breathless. A passerby called the ambulance, and his life was saved. 
The impact fractured four ribs, two of them in more than once place—
and one vertebrae. Br. Bob and his wife Sr. Barbara are grateful for 
the Lord's providences and mindful of the ministering spirits which 
guide our experiences. 	 See Afflicted page 4 
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Entered Into Rest 
"The hope which is laid up for you in heaven." Colossians 1:5 

n Br. Wilferd (Wilt) McNee of the Vancouver (BC) Ecclesia died 
on December 2 at the age of 80 years, a victim of Parkinson's disease 
for about 15 years. Br. Wilf was 
consecrated for many years, 
having received the Truth from 
his mother; she received the 
First Volume from the woman 
who sold them eggs. He was an 
elder of the Vancouver (BC) 
Ecclesia and later of the 
Bellingham (WA) Ecclesia 
where he went to assist Br. Ted 
Smith in his declining years. 
He is remembered for his gentle 
manner and clear way of 
presenting the Truth. 

Br. Wilf is survived by his 
wife Sr. Berna (102-8633 S.W. 
Marine Dr., Vancouver, B.C. 
V6P-6A2, Canada), a son Ian of 
Vancouver, BC, a daughter Lorna Martinello of Surry, BC and two 
grandsons. At the funeral service Br. John Blackwell gave the eulogy 
and Br. Richard Stewart gave the witness message. Each person 
attending was offered the booklet "God's Purpose" which Br. Wilf 
wrote over 15 years ago for use at his funeral. 

■ Sr. Frieda Dearing, 83, of the Hope (IN) Ecclesia died in a nursing 
home November 9 as the result of injuries received in an automobile 
accident. While driving in Indianapolis, Sr. Frieda and her son Br. 
Walter were struck by another vehicle. Both she and Br. Walter [see 
afflicted] sustained serious injuries. Sr. Frieda was the daughter of 
consecrated parents, the late Br. Walter and Sr. Ola Harvey. Her son, 
Br. Walter (now recuperating at the home of his sister) and daughter 
Shirley Pinkiston (3214 S. Collier, Indianapolis, IN 46221) and 
several grandchildren survive her. The funeral service was shared by 
Brs. John Baker and Mark Chastain, elders in her ecclesia. 

■ Sr. Helga Jones entered into rest November 12 of a heart attack 
the day after being on tour at a very high elevation at Grand Canyon 
with her niece and nephew and good friend Br. Karl Flint. She had 
become weak and could not walk. The next morning when preparing 
to see a doctor she expired suddenly. Sr. Helga's parents had the 
Truth in the early 1920s, and raised her in a Truth home in Germany. 
She was immersed many years ago. Her sweet rejoicing spirit was 
always evident among the brethren. As Br. Karl expressed it, "She 
was a child of God." 

■ Sr. Helen Witherspoon of the Lenoir (NC) Class died October 7. 
She had been suffering with widespread cancer. Sr. Helen had been 
in the Truth many years. She is survived by her husband of 57 years, 
Br. Calvin (15 Sherrill Dr., Granite Falls, NC 28630), five children 
and many grandchildren. 

■ Sr. Alice Barrall, 92, finished her course on October 27, dying 
peacefully in bed. Sr. Alice consecrated as a young adult and lived 
most of her life in the Philadelphia area. She and her husband, the 
late Br. Otis, worked at the Dawn for a number of years. But after Br. 
Otis' death, she returned to the Philadelphia area where, in recent 
years, she attended the Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia. Those who 
visited Sr. Alice in her last week remember her expressions of love 
for the Lord and confidence that He would never leave nor forsake 
her. 

■ Br. Filip Pirtu, 85, of the Tantareni Ecclesia in Moldova died 
November 20. He walked with the brethren since about 1980 and 
symbolized his consecration into Christ's death in 1997 when he 
understood the door to the High Calling was open. He was the oldest 
brother in the class and very zealous for the Truth. 

■ Sr. Elsie Bickell died quietly on October 12 just one month short 
of her 95th birthday. Her son and daughter-in-law were at her 
bedside. Seven days prior to her death she fell breaking a thighbone 
which caused her great pain with various complications. At her 
request, there was no funeral, memorial service or flowers. She is 
survived by a son Warren McFadyen (402 - 1715 Richmond Ave., 
Victoria, B.C. V8R 4PG Canada). 

■ Sr. Carrie Newell of the San Diego (CA) Ecclesia finished her 
earthly course October 20 at the age of 88. She was the widow of Br. 
Arthur Newell (1990). With a 
Truth background and having 
consecrated in 1942, she met 
with the Chicago Bible 
Students for over 30 years and 
later attended the West 
Surburban (Villa Park, IL) 
Ecclesia before moving to 
California five years ago. She 
loved talking about the many 
families in the Truth whose 
lives touched hers through 
blood relationship and 
marriage. She rejoiced to 
renew old friendships at the 1-0 
Convention last year and at the 
Asilomar Convention this year 
before her health began to fail. 
Sr. Carrie is survived by her daughter Sr. Sandra Bierman (624 
Altamira Ct., Vista, CA 92083), granddaughter Sr. Andrea Ragland 
of Chino Valley, AZ and grandson Victor Sorenson of Houston, TX. 

■ Sr. Virginia Gebarowski of the Portland (OR) Area Bible 
Students finished her course October 13. She had been in a nursing 
home for therapy and some other medical problems. Sr. Virginia's 
special love was telling others about God and His Kingdom. She 
could not make her high school class reunion, but got the names and 
addresses of those of her class still living and sent them all First 
Volumes. Her husband Br. Stanley lives at a foster care home (8787 
SW Spruce St., Tigard, OR 97223). 

■ Br. Herbert Snyder entered into rest November 11. He was 
respected and appreciated by many and will be missed very much. 
Br. David Karavas gave the memorial talk. His wife, Sr. Ruth (1515 
Shasta Dr., #2208, Davis, CA 95616), with her son and his family, 
would appreciate the prayers and encouragements of the brethren. 

■ Sr. Antoinette Kaminski finished her earthly course on 
November 24 at the age of 92. She lovingly cared for her husband 
who was an invalid for several years. After his death, she met (since 
1992) with the South Bend Bible Students until her health failed and 
it was necessary to go to a nursing home. Her bright manner was a 
blessing to those she came in contact with. She loved to read the 
Scriptures and was always well prepared for the studies. She 
symbolized her consecration at the Metropolitan Detroit Ecclesia 

See Deaths page 4 
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■ Sr. Anne Kwolek (38231 Richland, Livonia MI 48150) has 
recently received hundreds of cards and messages and is unable to 
answer all of them due to physical limitations. She writes: "The 
family of Br. Ron Kwolek was touched by the heartfelt prayers, 
messages, cards, convention sheets from the two general 
conventions, International convention, and various Ecclesias. The 
messages and scriptures were so uplifting and we are humbled by the 
outpouring of love and prayers that have ascended on our behalf 
from the brethren. It is a great blessing to have this wonderful family 
in Christ that God has given us who step in and give us support and 
comfort during our experiences, all for our eternal welfare. Br. Ron 
loved the Lord and was submissive to the Lord' s will and comforted 
by the admonition in Phillipians 4:19. He was blessed with the 
Tender loving care of his wife, Sr. Dawn and his family during the 
many years of his illness. 

"My sister Sr. Antoinette Kaminski of the South Bend (IN) 
Ecclesia finished her course and I am already receiving cards of 
comfort and phone calls which I thank our loving father for this 
support. Sr Antoinette was blessed by the visits of the Gary (IN) 
brethren which uplifted her spiritually. Our brother was so faithful 
visiting her daily and taking care of her needs also. You have all 
touched my heart and encouraged me to fight the good fight of faith 
daily and always keep his precious promises before me, God bless 
you all and thank my God upon every remembrance of you all with 
hymn number 23. Thank you all again for your comfort." 

■ Br. Marion Schrock (Forester Nursing Home, 524 Canton Rd., 
Wintersville, OH 43953-3909) writes: "Dear Brethren, I am still in 
the nursing home in Wintersville, Ohio. Since September 17, this has 
been my only home, here on earth. It is now five months since I 
entered the hospital on June 27. My remaining days here in the flesh 
are in the Lord's hands—He knows what is best. I cannot hope for 
anything better—this side the Veil. My physical problem flares up 
every few days. My physical strength is going down. 

"The place here is nice and clean—the food is abundant, but too 
rich. I have a nice table on which to read and write and room for a 
limited amount of Truth literature. The service here is good most of 
the time. But because of hired help, the contradictory ideas some-
times cause confusion and problems that are very hard to endure. But  

the Lord graciously overrules and provides for all my needs. Words 
fail to express my heartfelt gratitude for the Lord's provisions for me 
here, and for the many encouraging letters, personal visits and phone 
calls from the brethren. The principle I need particularly to cultivate 
is: 'Patient endurance in trials,' as brought out in the Manna of 
November 23. 

"I am not able to send out New Year's greetings with helpful 
quotes this year. This time, I suggest that you read these Precious 
Promises, in the Precious Promises Book: Pg. 60, first; Pg. 91, first; 
Pg. 93, mid.; Pg. 95, first; Pg. 96, both. 

"The brethren of the Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia have been very 
helpful to me. On September 17, they took my worldly goods to 
Pennsylvania, stored at the homes of Bros. Duane and Wesley 
Cramer—available to any brethren who might want them. My phone 
number is: (740) 264-4029.1 need your prayers. Happy New Year in 
the Lord! The Lord's blessing be with you." 

■ Sr. Martha Mull (1451 Marlin Ave., NW, Grand Rapids, MI 
49504) is bereaved due to the death of her husband Peter December 
9. Although not consecrated, he was always very supportive of Sr. 
Martha in her consecration. "The ransomed of the Lord will return 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads." 

■ Br. Franksly Kasmer (720 W. Chapala Drive, Tucson, AZ 
85704) has been hospitalized three times since February. He has 
suffered multiple infections, weight loss and complications from the 
many medications he must take. In spite of these difficulties, he and 
Sr. Stella enjoy many conventions by means of video and audiotape 
for which they thank the Lord. They also wish to thank the brethren 
for their cards and letters of encouragement. 

■ Sr. Sharon Powell (P. 0. Box 53, Kirkwood, DE 19708) 
underwent bypass surgery on December 29 after suffering a mild 
heart attack. There were six blockages, but only four were able to be 
bypassed. Though the surgery went well, Sr. Sharon also suffers from 
Multiple Sclerosis which will complicate her rehabilitation. Her 
husband is Br. Donald. They have two children: a 19 year old son, 
Donnie, and a 13 year old daughter, Ashlee. She is the natural sister 
of Sr. June McNatt. Brethren sending messages via E-mail are asked 
to type in all capitals. E-mail: SLYNNEP49  @aol.com  ❑ 

Deaths From page 3 
convention in 1992. She had wanted to do this earlier, but was unable 
to because of the constant care given to her husband. Her sister Sr. 
Anne Kwolek (38231 Richard St., Livonia, MI 48150), provided 
loving support and tender care through Sr. Antoinette' s extended 
stay in the nursing home. 

■Sr. Marion Robinson finished her course December 15. She had 
many trials but did not complain. She faced whatever the Lord 
permitted with courage and the full assurance of faith. When she was 
found to have an inoperable condition the doctors were hesistant to 
inform her, but her acceptance of the situation reassured them. Her 
son Paul was able to spend a day with her wrapping the Christmas 
presents that she had previously collected for family and friends. Her 
pain seemed to be under control near the end and she slipped away 
peacefully and mostly asleep. 

■ Sr. Helen Stansberry died December 15. She attended the 
Muncie (IN) Ecclesia for many years. She and her late husband, Br. 
Harold, were devoted to the truth. Sr. Helen suffered with severe 
Alzheimer' s disease for several years, but always recognized when 
the Truth was spoken. Her cheerful demeanor continued even when 

circumstances required her move to a nursing home. Sr. Fran Young 
came into the Truth as the result of meeting Sr. Helen when serving 
as her caregiver in the recent past. 

She is survived by three children, Br. Dennis Stansberry (13377 
North SR 9, Alexandria, IN 46001), Sr. Rebecca Williams (P. O. Box 
121, Gaston, IN 47342), and Sonja Hedges [address not available]. 

■ Br. Thomas Maillard of the Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia died on 
October 1 after experiencing unremitting pain and complications 
from recurring tumors in his spine since 1992. Br. Tom, who learned 
the Truth in the late 1950s in Philadelphia, was baptized in 1957. 
During the past eight years he had continued to witness to the health 
care providers who gave assistance to him. His wife Sr. Ruth (nee 
Norby) (5409 Glenn Ivy Place, Pinellas Park, FL 33782), requests an 
interest in prayer while claiming the promise of 2 Corinthians 1:3-
4, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and the God of all comfort, who comforteth us in 
all our tribulation that we may be able to comfort them which are in 
any trouble by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 
God." 

■ Sr. Nathalie Simkin died December 29 [see back panel]. 



Brethren preparing to go home after the meeting in Ulciug 

Eastern Europe From page 1 
greater study. But not all of the results have 
been positive, and a few brethren have con-
cluded that the Lord is not present, etc. 
Nevertheless, most brethren manifested a 
willingness to discuss doctrinal differences 
in a productive manner. 

Visiting elders are usually asked to give 
discourses. This trip followed a different 
plan. It was decided in advance to have only 
studies with the brethren wherever possible. 
Of the 41 meetings that were attended, there 
were 31 studies, four discourses, two ques-
tion meetings, two immersion services, one 
testimony meeting and one wedding. Stud-
ies were based on articles from the original 
"Towers" translated into Romanian and 
printed in the Journal published by the 
Ecclesia in Sighet, Romania. Study outlines 
were prepared in advance and distributed to 
each of the locations that were visited. In a 
few instances, where discourses were given, 
it was because the outlines did not arrive and 
the brethren were not aware that a study was 
to be held. 

The study sessions were a 
major highlight of the trip. In 
every case the meetings were 
profitable. Sometimes the level 
of preparation and participation 
exceeded expectations. The 
spiritual condition of the classes 
was much easier to assess based 
on results of studies rather than 
discourses. It was encouraging 
to see well-studied brethren, ea-
ger to participate. For those who 
are still not accustomed to regu-
lar studies, these sessions af-
forded an opportunity to see how 
such a study might be conducted. 
Every meeting proved to be a 
valuable learning experience. 

A list of places visited and meetings at-
tended follows: Bucuresti, Study: "Prayer 
and Fasting"; Immersion: Sr. Floarea Pop; 
Study: "Signs of the Presence of the King"; 
Tantareni, Study: "Signs of the Presence of 
the King"; Study: "The Ministry of Sorrow"; 
Piatra Alba, Question Meeting; Ruseni, 
Study: "Treasures Laid Up in Heaven"; 
Gordinesti, Study: "How We Attain Devel-
opment as New Creatures"; Criva, Discourse: 
"How Jesus Performed the Will of God"; 
Ruseni, Testimony Meeting; Ocnita, Study: 
"The Harvest is Not Yet Ended"; Tirnova, 
Discourse: "Set Your Affections on Things 
Above"; Sighet, Youth Seminar Study: Vol. 
III, page 200; Sighet, Study: "Dangers in 
Spiritual Pride"; Mara, Study: "Treasures 
Laid Up in Heaven"; Iapa, Study: "How We 
Attain Development as New Creatures"; 
Berbesti, Study: "The Ministry of Sorrow"; 
Calinesti, Study: "The Harvest is Not Yet 
Ended"; Negresti, Discourse: "What Will  

the Kingdom be Like?"; Satu Mare, Study: 
"The Earth Trembled and Fell"; Tarna Mare, 
Study: "Justification—Reckoned and Ac-
tual"; Baia Mare, Study: "Two Parts of the 

Some young people at the seminar in Sighet 

Harvest Work"; Cavnic, Study: "How We 
Attain Development as New Creatures"; 
Ulciug, Study: "The Ministry of Sorrow"; 
Zalau, Study: "The Earth Trembled and Fell"; 

Sin Mihai, Study: "How We Attain Develop-
ment as New Creatures"; Bica, Study: "How 
We Attain Development as New Creatures"; 
Paniceni, Study: "Treasures Laid Up in 
Heaven"; Gadalin, Study: "Treasures Laid 

Making a "joyful noise" in Ocnita 

Up in Heaven"; Apahida, Study: "The Har-
vest is Not Yet Ended"; Cluj, Study: "Dan-
ger in Spiritual Pride"; Cosbuc, Discourse: 
"What Will the Kingdom be Like?"; 
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Sangeorz-Bai, Question Meeting; Study: 
"Justification—Reckoned and Actual"; 
Cociu, Study: "The Earth Trembled and 
Fell"; Ludus, Study: "Treasures Laid Up in 
Heaven"; Tirgu Mures, Study: "Signs of the 
Presence of the King"; Cucerdea, Study: 
"How We Attain Development as New Crea-
tures"; Deag, Study: "The Ministry of Sor-
row"; Bucuresti, Immersion: Sr. DianaGarbia. 
The total number in attendance at these 
various meetings was 1,277. 

Economic Conditions 

Financial and political conditions continue 
to worsen in both countries, though 
Moldova is still worse than Romania. 
Humanitarian aid is very important to a 
significant segment of the brethren, 
providing necessities of life such as food, 
fuel and clothing. The level of 
unemployment continues to increase. The 
rate of inflation has consistently been over 
100 percent a year and has topped 200 

percent in the past twelve 
months. Earnings have not kept 
pace with inflation and unrest in 
the general population is not 
uncommon. 

A drought earlier this year 
was not as severe as anticipated, 
and the effect upon brethren was 
minimal. Additional financial 
aid was made available to offset 
losses where necessary. 

The Miami Valley Bible Stu-
dents Ecclesia administers the 
Eastern European fund for hu-
manitarian aid; to supply com-
puter equipment and related 
items; and to help fund a variety 
of projects in Romania and 

Moldova. 
•National elections were held in late No-

vember in both countries. The winner of 
Romania' s presidential election was a former 
communist. The second highest vote-getter 
was a radical nationalist. The brethren ex-
pressed some concern for the future, but 
realize that all these things are under the 
control of our present and reigning King. 

Witness Activities 

Brethren continue to be active in the witness 
work. Our readers may recall an article in the 
Spring issue of the Newsletter about a 
pilgrim brother in Romania who is very 
active. The most recent witness effort 
involved a series of public showings of 
Truth videos in hotel lobbies. Br. loan Galis 
was able to arrange these showings free of 
charge with the hotel management. Each 
session was followed by questions and 

See Eastern Europe page 14 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"1 will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth." Psalm 34:1 

I-0 Convention Immersion Memories, July 29 

Last of Group Immersed With Her 
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia 
"...I actually was born with a silver spoon in my mouth. My parents 
came into the Truth in 1918 and I was born in 1920. In 1937 at a Polish 
meeting...I began to study and the desire to serve the Lord became 
a reality at that age. However, because I realized it was very serious, 
a covenant of death, I counted the cost and at the age of 23 was 
baptized in a church in the Milwaukee area. I am the last of the group 
who were immersed at that convention..." 

Br. Ray Luke's Words Motivate 
Sr. Diane Gebarowski, Chattanooga, TN 
"...I was raised in Chicago and never knew any other religion other 
than the Truth. My mother eventually consecrated and I continued 
to go to conventions but I really was never called. In my late 30s, I 
was at a convention and we were in the eating line, and dear Br. Ray 
Luke was behind me and he asked me if I was consecrated. I told him 
I was still counting the cost. He started talking, and, with much 
gratitude to the Lord for putting the words in Br. Luke's mouth, by 
the time we got all the way through the line I knew that this was for 
me. The next year I planned to be immersed. We all went to the 
convention, and the day before the immersion our son who had never 
been sick got really ill. He was running a very high fever and I was 
up all night, I missed meetings, and some brethren said we should 
take him to the hospital. I thought, `You know, Satan is really 
working a number on me here. I am supposed to be immersed and I 
cannot do anything, and cannot even think straight.' A couple of 
hours before the immersion service the fever broke, I was able to go 
ahead with the immersion service with my family and he was cared 
for. I sat in the front row, and just before the discourse started, my 
sister-in-law, Kathy Megacz, came up to me and said, `May the Lord 
clear your mind so that you can hear and understand everything that 
is said.' Br. Buckley gave the discourse and Br. Larry McClellan was 
the immerser. That is my immersion memory." 

Pastor's Life Inspires to Consecrate 
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...I was raised in the Truth and I loved it. When I was 14 I read one 
of Br. John Edgar's books on the Pyramid and I was very impressed 
with it. My mother died when I was 15 and I got very angry with the 
Lord. I told Him aloud that He had no right to do this tome, as I needed 
my mother more at this time than I ever needed her before. I went out 
and I sowed my `wild oats.' Summertime came and I would never get 
in until 1:30 or 2:30 in the morning, but just before I went to bed, 
I would get down on bended knee with tears in my eyes to ask 
forgiveness of the Lord. This continued. Then Br. Ed Bielecld in the 
Detroit class took the young people under his wings and would take 
us out tracting every Saturday, and we would have discussions and 
meetings together. That just turned me around. One night I was 
sitting up in bed reading Br. Russell's biography—I was always 
impressed by dynamic individuals that I read about in my youth—
and it was about 2:30 in the morning, and I had been considering 
consecration. His life so impressed me that I slid off the bed down 
on the floor on my knees, and I gave my heart to the Lord. I promised 
the Lord that if I was not drafted for one reason or another during the 
time of WWII I wanted to go into full-time service like Br. Russell. 

I was immersed at the July 4th Convention in Detroit. Br. 
McCauley gave the discourse and Br. Charlie Chupa did the 
immersion. I was drafted and went into conscientious objector  

service, and as soon as I got out I remembered my commitment to the 
Lord and I wanted to keep that commitment and I went into full-time 
service for two years, and then Sr. Virginia and I worked at the Dawn 
for eight years after that. After we left we were determined whenever 
the Lord would permit we would go into full-time service again. 
After I did retire, I am thankful to the Lord for all the doors that he 
has opened, not only in the Israel work and the comfort work, but also 
the work of the foreign translations (Polish, Russian, Romanian, and 
three dialects of India) of the Volumes. Sr. Virginia and I have just 
rejoiced so much. She was consecrated shortly after I was. We were, 
from our teens, childhood sweethearts, and got married. We wanted 
to, between the two of us, equal full-time service out of a couple until 
the time that I could retire again..." 

Immersed at Chataqua 
Sr. Virginia Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...My parents got the Truth when I was about eight years old from 
a Polish brother who lived around the corner from our home. The 
brethren there were wonderful. They took us under their wings, 
picked us up from meetings, and I shared in the tracting sessions with 
Br. Ed Bielecki, who took the young people out on Saturdays. I read 
in the Dawn magazine that they needed help that summer, so I 
thought that would be a nice experience. That year I was immersed 
at Chatauqua. Br. Norby did the immersing, and Br. Woodworth 
gave the discourse. I have loved the Lord ever since and have always 
had a great desire to serve Him. My only regret is that I have not 
served Him enough, and that I have not grown fast enough. But one 
scripture is very helpful to me, which is Isaiah 57:15: 'For thus saith 
the High and Lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is 
Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones.' That is my desire, to continue 
humble and contrite so that the Lord can deal with me..." 

Reading Volumes Frees From Error 
Br. David Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia 
"...In 1968 I dedicated my life to do the will of Jehovah and was 
immersed as one of Jehovah' s Witnesses, with about 300 others. My 
father followed me shortly thereafter. In early 1971, while I was 
working at the Watchtower in Bethel, my dad came in contact with 
the Bible Student movement. In visiting him one day, I saw the 
Volumes and realizing that he was deviating from the Society, I took 
up a mission to straighten him out. Part of what happened, which was 
unintended, was that he had been disfellowshipped and he kept 
talking about this Br. Frey. I lived in Brooklyn and it was a quick 
ferryboat ride and subway over to Br. Frey's house, and I went over 
to Br. Frey's house early in April 1971 to straighten Br. Frey out. I 
was not successful. It was a bewildering experience mixed with 
uncertainty, doubt, and, when the Witnesses heard about it, a lot of 
fear. They kicked me out of Bethel but not out of the Society, telling 
me my dad was the cause of the trouble, and out of fear I stayed away. 
At Br. Frey's house, I met Sr. Frey, Butch Echolt, Mary Sanix, Elsie 
Heard, maybe one or two others. 

Four years later, early in 1975, in an effort to do a little research 
on something that we had seen in one of the Jehovah's Witnesses 
publications, I took the 1st Volume out of the Kingdom Hall library, 
took it home, began reading it, read the Chart of the Ages, and a lot 
of feelings started coming back about what Br. Frey had said. I 
determined to straighten this out in my mind. I read the 1st Volume, 
went back for the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th...and long before I finished 
I realized this was the Truth. I called my dad, to whom I had not 



spoken much in four years, and said, 'Dad, I have read the Volumes, 
I think they are the Truth, I have got a million questions, can you 
come down to Arkansas?' He came down around April, and I had a 
week of questions with him. He left on a Saturday morning. Within 
half an hour of his leaving, I was walking in a field across the street, 
carrying my son Nathan, and I consecrated in that field. 

I had never been to a Bible Students meeting, never been to a 
convention, did not know anything about Bible Students culture, 
but we found out there was going to be a convention at the Strickland 
farm in Nebraska in June. I wrote to the brethren up there and said, 
`You do not know me, but I am living down here in Arkansas and I 
want to symbolize my consecration.' They wrote back saying; 'We 
sure do know something about you. Come on up.' Therefore, up we 
came, Cathy, our 3-month old son, and me. We pulled into the 
Strickland Farm, and there was Sr. Harriet Tsimonis at the top of a 
ladder, with Br. Tony holding it, and we were acquainted with the 
brethren. The immersion discourse was given by Br. Ed Lorenz, and 
I was immersed in a pond or lake, I am not sure. I was immersed by 
Br. Tony Tsimonis. I remember one thing: when we went to the lake, 
and they had a mobile home to change in, and he handed me the 
baptismal robes. In the Witnesses, they did not do that. That is all 
churchianity.' I put this robe on and I felt very nominal. It was a very 

strange feeling. I still had a lot of the feelings of the Witnesses. I went 
out into the pond, and I remembered the brethren singing hymns on 
the shore. The Lord has been very faithful. I count my service to 
Jehovah from 1968, but I count my walking in the Narrow Way and 
rejoicing in the Truth since 1975. It has been a wonderful road...so 
many miraculous and wonderful and incredible details of the Lord's 
dealings with us, but I think most of you have experienced that in 
your lives as well..." 

Arose From Lake to Blinding Sunlight 
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia 
"...Coming out of the Presbyterian Church early on as a teenager I 
really did not care for the formality of churchianity. I searched 
through a lot of different groups, but the Truth finally made the most 
sense, especially the two salvations and the high calling. The high 
calling was what led me to consecrate. Although raised in a suburb 
I love nature, and if I had my heart's desire we would get away to the 
country whenever we could. To me that was the best way to worship 
the Lord, until I heard the Truth. However, I asked the friends in the 
old Northwest Detroit class if they would not mind having an 
immersion outside for me somewhere, and preferably not a pool. 
They were very accommodating and put up with my little 
idiosyncrasies and they provided for me to be immersed in White 
Lake, Michigan. Br. Doug Melville had the discourse and Br. 
Charles Thornton did the actual immersing. We went down to the 
lake, down a steep path, the friends, being very accommodating, 
brought the hymnbooks. The friends were singing on the shore and 
when I went under the water and came back forward the first thing 
I saw was that beautiful, blinding sunlight in the sky and the friends 
were singing, and I have never, by the Lord's grace, taken my eyes 
off the Son since and hope that I never will." 

Long Search for Truth 
Br. James Watkins, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia 
"...I started searching for the Truth when I was about 35 years old. I 
had a pretty rocky life. I studied with the Jehovah's Witnesses, with 
Herbert W. Armstrong, and several others, and had finally settled 
into the Baptist Church. I came to the belief that there was no Truth 
out there. I was particularly fascinated about the resurrection of the 
dead but never could get a proper understanding of that. I was in the 
Baptist Church in 1977-78 and I was teaching Sunday school there. 
I used the Dawn Magazine for additional comments for the Sunday 
school lessons, because they had the same theme and texts that we 
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did in the Baptist Church. I used the Dawn thoughts for probably a 
year or more, and really did not see a whole lot of difference between 
the two because I really just concentrated on the Sunday school 
lessons. I would read some of the other articles on occasion, but 
usually just the Sunday school lessons and I did not get any of the 
booklets or anything. A year's subscription to the Dawn went by 
before I sent for some of the advertised booklets. I then sent for the 
booklets and read 'The Creator's Grand Design,' and that made sense 
tome. They sent me Sr. Mildred Raffel' s name, and the rest is history ! 
Once you meet Sr. Mildred, you do not go back to the Baptist 
Church! We had our first meeting on a Friday, and I went back that 
Sunday and resigned and told everyone I was leaving, and have been 
with the Truth ever since. This was September 1978. 

I consecrated on New Year's Day 1979 and I was immersed at the 
Columbus, Ohio Pre-Memorial Convention in March. I only counted 
the cost for three months. To me it was not a big thing. Once I started 
to understand the Truth it did not take me long to dedicate my life 
to the Lord. Br. Alvin Raffel gave the discourse, and Br. Ed Bushlus 
did the immersion. My wife was also immersed at the same time. She 
consecrated maybe a couple of months after I did. One thing that 
stood out in my mind that I will never forget: after the immersion 
services we had a testimony meeting. Br. Edmund Jezuit was leading 
the meeting, all the ones immersed were sitting in the front row and 
he expected the candidates to say something. Nobody did, he got to 
the end of the testimony meeting, he made a few comments and 
walked over to me, placed the microphone in front of me, and said, 
`What do you think about that, Br. Jim?' I looked at him and said, 
`I think that was a pretty sneaky way to get me to testify !' I never have 
forgotten that..." 

Isolated Sister Recalls Immerson 
Sr. Viola Segelko, Reese, MI 
A member of the Bay City class until it was dissolved. Testimony 
given in a letter read by Sr. Marie Jezuit. Ed. 
"...I deem it a privilege to be asked to relate my immersion memory 
at this convention, although I admit I am straining my 90 year-old 
brain recalling events dating back to the 1950s. I could never change 
my husband's mind and knew if I attended the meetings alone our 
marriage would be destroyed. As I studied the Volumes, God's Word 
began opening up to me, studying long into the night so I would not 
neglect my home duties. Our daughter grew up loving the Truth and 
has been able to make a believer out of her son. It was 20 years later, 
after my husband's death in 1974, that I was finally free to meet with 
the small Bay City class. Within three years of that date, I 
experienced the joy of being immersed with two other members of 
our class. The baptismal arrangements were made by the Metro 
Detroit class. Two very dear brethren were a part of this special day: 
Br. Dan Kaziak was the immerser and Br. Henry Kwolek gave the 
discourse. The date was July 3, 1977. This was a moving and 
emotional experience for me, the greatest event of my life. I realize 
that this was the beginning of a long race that lay ahead, a race like 
no other, where all the called ones can win. The requirements are 
fervency in spirit, full obedience to God and patience. Dear brethren, 
in patience press on. Please pray for me. I pray for my brethren 
wherever they may be. I love you dearly." 

Sprinkled and Immersed 
Sr. Marie Jezuit, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia 
"...I am one who was both sprinkled and immersed. I was born in 
1918. The Great War had ended and the world was experiencing an 
influenza epidemic in which more people died then than were killed 
in the war. At that time Edmund's father and my father worked in the 
same company, same department only my father worked the night 
shift and Edmund's father worked the day shift. Edmund's father had 
already been consecrated since 1914, and so he brought his Volumes 

See Brethren next page 
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to work and read them at lunchtime, and always left his books under 
the bench. When my father came in one night, he saw these books 
and he decided to look into them and read them. What he read he 
liked very much. One day he decided to come a little early and asked 
Edmund's father, 'Where are these people? Where do they meet that 
believe these books?' Edmund's father said, 'Well, if you are 
interested you may come to my home.' He went to his home and my 
father had many questions. I was to be baptized in the Catholic 
Church, but my father did not want me to be baptized there because 
he knew too much after reading about the Truth. At that time there 
was a ruling in the Catholic Church that an adult Catholic could 
baptize an infant without a priest being present. To appease my 
mother's fears he took me to the kitchen sink and he sprinkled me 
and my mother was satisfied. It was not too long after that she left the 
Catholic Church also and accepted the Truth. Edmund and I were 
brought up in the Polish meetings since small children. It is 61 years 
since we have been consecrated together. It is really true that the Lord 
has led us day by day." 

A Mother's Godly Influence 
Br. Ray Luke, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia 
"My story is rather simple, quite direct, and an everlasting testimony 
to what a godly mother's influence can have on the future of a child. 
It was in the depression days in which I was about 12 years old when 
my mother had consecrated. I was not aware of what consecrating was 
at all, but she was determined to do one thing. She had three boys, 
I was the baby of the family, and the older boys were around 18, 15, 
and independent. I was to go with her to meetings on Sundays. I was 
an avid sports fan and I loved to play sandlot baseball. Just give me 
a pool stick and a rubber ball and I would be occupied for days 
without end. I wanted to play stickball or baseball on Sundays, but 
Mother said, 'No, you must come to meeting.' She would just take 
me by the hand and we would go by subway, then we would go by 
Hudson ferry to New Jersey, then we would walk about one mile 
before we would come to the Jersey City meeting place. There this 
little 12 year-old would be sitting. 

There were no camps for young people, there were no Sunday 
schools, and in fact there were practically no young people at all. 
True, Sr. Ruth Frey would come and Sr. Nancy Dinwoodie would be 
there on occasion, and there we would simply be sitting next to our 
parents and listening to the discourses and having a study thereafter. 
Well, you know for a 12-year -old that would not be too challenging, 
but nonetheless this one more often than not just slept. With that, 
Mother would not be satisfied. She would then go to the home of a 
brother and sister in Brooklyn and there would be another study 
which went on until almost 9:00 at night, and we would not get home 
until almost 11:00 PM. It was almost a natural progression for me to 
consecrate later on. She lived to see me develop into an elder and she 
lived so that I could be there to help her when she aged, to give her 
the love and attention she fostered on us boys. It was just a simple, 
natural progression, but I tell you, the love of a family can never be 
replaced." 

Jesus Revealed as Ransom 
Br. Dick Lally, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...I do not remember the immersion service as well as I do the point 
of consecration. I consecrated July 3, 1963, I was immersed at the 
Detroit Pre-Memorial Convention in 1964. Br. Ray Krupa gave the 
discourse and Br. Alvin Raffel was the immerser. I was very certain 
I was doing the right thing. When I consecrated in 1963, that moment 
has never left my mind. I was very certain that this was the course I 
wanted to take. I was not born and raised in the Truth. My mother was 
a Christian Scientist; my father a member of the Episcopal Church 
where I was sprinkled as an infant. Since early childhood, I believed 

in God and I always trusted Him through every experience. I did not 
know Him like I should, but I trusted Him and had faith in Him 
through various trials and testings, as I do today. This might sound 
pretty crude, but I could never understand Jesus. He was the Son of 
God but that was all I knew. I did not know how he fit into God's plan. 
I really could not worship Jesus. 

As life progressed, I got a job in Chicago. One of the employees 
who sat at the desk behind me would read the Bible at noon on his 
break and I would read the newspaper. I could never understand why 
somebody would read the Bible during the week other than on 
Sunday. I respected him for that but told him there were many 
contradictions in the Bible. In the Old Testament it says, 'An eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a tooth' and in the New Testament it says, 'Turn 
the other cheek,' `love your neighbor,' etc. He seemed to have some 
good answers on that but the real question I had was I would see signs 
along the road saying, 'Christ died for you.' I would look at these 
signs and wonder about them because there was a car right behind 
me and he read that same sign and he read that Christ died for him, 
and so on. I could never understand how Christ could die for all of 
us. I asked this brother and he said, 'Where are you from?' I said, 'My 
parents.' He said, 'Where are they from?' I said, 'Their parents' , etc. 
He said, 'Well, where did we originate?' I said, 'The Bible says Adam 
and Eve.' He said, 'Right. Christ died for Adam and because you are 
from Adam he died for you and all the race of mankind.' This turned 
the lights on because it made a whole lot of sense tome. He continued 
to tell me about God's plan and I continued to listen. I never believed 
in eternal torment or the Trinity, but I did believe that every man had 
a soul. We had some long conversations on that point and he 
convinced me that we are a soul...I believed what I read in the 
booklet, 'God' s Plan.' After reading the First Volume, I finally 
realized this was the Truth, and I loved the fact that God was going 
to bless all the families of the earth. This is the God that I prayed to 
as a young boy and knew, and it so endeared me to Him. Until I talked 
to this brother, though, I could never see Christ's place in the plan. 
However, I saw that he was the focal point of the plan, the ransom. 
I so loved that. I hold all the Volumes very dear...One of the most 
endearing scriptures is 2 Cor. 8:12: 'For if there be first a willing 
mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not what he 
hath not.' By the Lord's grace I hope to always have a willing mind 
to serve Him in whatever capacity I have been privileged to serve..." 

Remembers Right Hand of Fellowship 
Sr. Beverly Lally, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia 
"...I was immersed at the Bloomington, Indiana, General 
Convention. My baptismal discourse was given by Br. Edward Fay, 
and the immerser was Br. John Holmes. Never to be forgotten was the 
time when the candidates were extended the right hand of 
fellowship. It was very encouraging to feel this new bond of 
Christian love, both formally and informally. One of the dear ones 
said, 'We will always have a real interest in our hearts and lives.' 
Ecclesiastes 11:6 is what I would like to leave with you. 'In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: 
for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good.'" 

Family Finds Truth Through Friend 
Sr. Vera Owczarski, Milwaukee (WI) 
"...My background is one of being baptized in the nominal systems 
when I was 12 years old and it meant a great deal to me because I knew 
about the love of our Lord and I trusted in that. My father's good 
friend was Br. Edward Conrad and through him we got to know a 
family called the Kinzie family in Wisconsin...Later on when I was 
a married woman, I lived in the Chicago area and I attended meetings 
at the home of Br. Tony and Sr. Esther Ciupik and there we studied 
Tabernacle Shadows. It took some life experiences, however, before 



I was able to make a consecration and be immersed in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin in 1978. My brother, Br. Elmer Jensen, and Br. Webster 
gave the immersion service..." 

Sixty-four Years in Narrow Way 
Sr. Joy Kandel, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
"...My father was six weeks old when his parents attended their first 
meeting. From the beginning of that time my father never stopped 
going to the meetings until he finished his course at age 88. My 
mother's parents were Methodists until she was 9 years old. Then a 
neighbor, Sr. Jones, gave my mother the Truth and the whole family 
came into the Truth. My mother was immersed at age 9. There were 
probably 600 brethren in the Chicago class then. When my mother 
was 15 and my father was 16, they worked with the Photo-Drama of 
Creation, which the Chicago class sponsored. My parents were 
married and then my sister, Shirley Bruce, and I were born. All our 
relatives were in the Truth. Our lives were a series of meetings and 
conventions. 

The Chicago class was independent and autonomous until I was 
13 years old. Then the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society sent 
representatives to change us. As a result, we left the Society and 
formed the Chicago Bible Students. There were 60 who attended that 
first meeting, but some of our relatives stayed with the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. There were several older sisters who had consecrated 
while in a small study group, but they had no opportunity to be 
immersed. An immersion service was planned for May 3, 1936. I was 
in the car with my parents and I told my parents I had always felt 
consecrated and now I wanted to be immersed. They did not forbid 
me but they did not encourage me either. They had seen too many 
zealous brethren leave the Truth in 1914 and 1916. They reminded 
me that this vow had to last for the long haul—no quick, exciting 
burnouts. I was 16 years old and was immersed with Br. Adam 
Miskawitz and others. Br. Morehouse gave the discourse and Br. 
Schiller immersed us. I was born with a silver spoon in my mouth as 
far as the Truth is concerned. It has taken 64 years of polishing and 
shaping my character, and I am afraid it is going to take longer." 

Tabernacle Study Clinched Understanding 
Sr. Alice Schneider, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
"...I symbolized my consecration 42 years ago on November 23, 
1958. Br. Adam Miskawitz had the discourse. It was at a YMCA in 
Chicago. I grew up in Chicago; my mentor was Br. Alfred Burns. 
Every Saturday we went out-24 teenagers—tracting, had dinner, 
and then had a Tabernacle study. What really clinched my 
consecration was the Tabernacle, and understanding the 
consecration of the priesthood and the sin offering. After I 
consecrated the next step was to read through the Volumes and 
before I graduated I had read through them as well as the Bible and 
then the next step was going colpourtering for the next two years. 
While we were colpourtering I got a set of Reprints from a sister who 
went blind in the Northwest and I started to go through the Reprints. 
We visited brethren throughout the country and it was a very 
enriching experience for all of us..." 

Truth Sparks Family Group 
Sr. Gina Kinkowski, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia 
"...I was from a family of six and we were brought up Catholic. We 
all went through the Communion and Confirmation, etc. and did not 
get anything out of it but was faithful in going to please Mom. I 
remember as an early teen asking my mother what the sign of the cross 
meant and she said, 'Well, that is the Trinity, three persons in one.' 
I looked at her and said, 'You are kidding, that is not true. God is the 
Father and Jesus is the Son.' She said, 'No. Were not you taught that 
in catechism?' I said, 'If I was I do not remember it, but I do not believe 
it.' That was the first thing. When my brother Dan [Monette] was on 
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his own and married; I would see him reading his Bible. I thought 
that was interesting because we never had a Bible in the house. Dan 
was searching for churches, etc., and so was Jerry [Monette]. While 
Jerry lived at the house, he would have a gentleman come over and 
study with him. I will never forget Jerry telling me, 'Do you know 
this man is telling me that the Catholic Church is the Man of Sin, the 
Antichrist?' It did not bother me because I was not really into the 
church. I went to college and met my husband, Mark. Two weeks after 
our honeymoon, we were at a party and Dan (who was studying with 
Doug Melville) was in a circle of about 12 and Dan started witnessing 
to Mark and whoever else would listen. A few minutes later it was 
just Dan and Mark—everyone else had left. We later had a Chart talk 
with Br. Doug Melville and we started studying once a week with 
them. In December 1986, we were immersed. Br. Eugene Burns gave 
the discourse and Br. Ric Cunningham was the immerser. Dan, 
Connie, Mark and myself were all immersed at the same time It was 
at a YMCA pool." 

Immersed in Lake 
Sr. Marsha Hauke, Baltimore (MD) Area Ecclesia 
"I was born and raised in the Truth. My dad was Br. Bill Geisinger, 
and my mother is Sr. Mary Geisinger. I was very fortunate to have this 
background and am very thankful for it, but I did not just fall right 
in line. I had to have some experiences to draw me to the Lord. When 
I was 20, I felt that the Lord was gradually drawing me through varied 
experiences. When I was 22, I gave my life to the Lord. It was after 
quite a bit of struggle of counting the cost. I was very afraid of death, 
and I foolishly thought that if I did not consecrate perhaps I would 
be spared death, live through the time of trouble and never have to 
die. I also felt that I just wanted to live on the earth but I felt so sure 
that the Lord was calling me, and the overwhelming thought was that 
if the God of the universe is calling me, how can I say no? It was pretty 
much a duty love that led me to consecration. Br. Ken Rawson 
arranged for my immersion service at the Bible Students Youth 
Camp in Pennsylvania. Br. Ken Rawson gave the discourse and was 
the immerser for Sr. Donna Mathewson and myself. I was immersed 
in a lake in a very beautiful setting. I thought it was a real blessing 
to be outside and to have an experience in some ways like Jesus. It 
was a real joy to have the brethren singing hymns on the bank. I will 
never forget the discourse. Br. Ken gave wonderful ideals and 
standards to live by, and I listen to that discourse periodically and 
they mean more to me as time goes by..." 

Volumes Open Gold Mine 
Br. Eugene Burns, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia 
"...I knew I was standing on a gold mine but I did not know how to 
get to the gold. A sister told me to read the Volumes and said, 'If you 
read 12 pages a day you could read through that in a year's time.' I 
said, 'Well, that is easy.' I read two books from the library every week, 
so I started reading the Volumes. I read them through several times, 
and when I was 16 years old I really wanted to consecrate but I 
thought I wanted to go through the Volumes once more. That 
summer I decided to read through all the Volumes, 100 pages per 
night, and I would read until 2:00 AM and one night I read all night, 
but I got through and I knew then that I wanted to consecrate. I did 
not consecrate, however, until my brother and I went to the Detroit 
Convention in 1943. There was a terrible war going on and a race riot 
in Detroit, and they had the Rangers in the streets with machine guns 
and tanks, and orders to shoot to kill any disturber of the peace. We 
did go to the convention, and my brother consecrated with me, along 
with several others. All I can say is, if I was released from my 
consecration today, at that moment I would re-consecrate. It is the 
best thing I ever did—praise the Lord." 

See Brethren next page 
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Brethren From page 9 
Testimonies at Villa Park, Blinois, September 3 

Sister Immersed at Convention 
Sr. Rebecca Williams, Muncie [IN] Ecclesia 
"...I feel very humbled that this opportunity has been presented to 
me. I am very glad to be here and the wealth of love that has been 
poured upon me has just truly amazed me. I didn't expect this....I kind 
of feel like I've won the lottery for the opportunity that I have 
received, and I thank you very much..." 

Grateful for Truth Witness 
Br. Ivan Phillips, Northwest (IN) Ecclesia 
"...It has been a joy to be called out of darkness...I want to tell you 
something about how I got out of darkness. Br. Dennis and Sr. 
Rebecca's father Br. Harold Stansberry and I worked together years 
ago (1957-1958) at an auto plant in Anderson, Indiana. We got to 
talking about what they were going to do with all these cars that were 
being made. He said, 'I want to give you a book.' It was the First 
Volume. When I first read it, I thought how simple the Truth is! But 
nobody would listen to me; they thought I was crazy. They were 
blinded by traditions and the lies that the adversary has been giving 
all through the years. I was very combative for years because of it. 
But I remember reading something in The Daily Heavenly Manna 
[given to him by Sr. Helen Stansberry] and it said something about 
knock on the door, and if the truth is not in there, wipe your feet and 
go on. In addition, Pastor Russell said not to be combative. Do not 
knock someone else' s belief because you will do more harm than 
good. It took me a while to learn that. It was a pleasure seeing Sr. 
Rebecca immersed today. I remember when she was just a little 
one...the Stansberry family was very dedicated to the truth..." 

The End in Mind 
Sr. Nancy Lukar, Champagne (IL) Ecclesia 
"...I appreciated the immersion service. It is a reminder of 1976 when 
I also was immersed at the Salem Convention. It is a wonderful 
reminder and I thank the Father...One of the thoughts that was 
especially appreciated from the platform was that we begin with the 
end in mind. The beginning was our consecration to the Father, but 
the end has to always be in mind. We must never lose sight of our goal, 
of making our calling and election sure and being faithful to our 
Father. I am reminded also of a thought that I would like to share from 
a very faithful sister, Sr. Sharon Hugelman. In all the experiences we 
had she would say, `How can we turn this into a blessing?' If we are 
faithful to our Father in each of our experiences—and we learn and 
grow as a new creature—then truly no matter what that experience 
is, it has been turned into a blessing...May we all come forth as gold." 

Not Too Young 
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia 
"...As consecration time comes at a convention, it always brings back 
many memories of one's walk in the narrow way. I recall the years 
when I first symbolized my consecration and years before when I 
gave my heart to the Lord, with an experience probably unlike many 
brethren who have made their consecration to the Lord. Br. Zahnow 
was very instrumental in those years, traveling across Canada, 
visiting the various ecclesias, helping the younger brethren, and 
encouraging them with the wonderful truth that he always gave. It 
was 1953 at a convention in Tarnapol, Saskatchewan, that Br. 
Zahnow gave the baptismal discourse. There was a number of 
younger brethren who sat in the front on benches who were going 
to symbolize their consecration. After the service Br. Zahnow gave 
the right hand of fellowship and we went out about two miles to a 
lake...At that moment, my mother was so concerned that I was too 
young to symbolize my consecration that she began to cry. The same 

thing happened with Br. Eugene Michalyca. His mother started to 
cry when he was going to symbolize his consecration— even after 
being given the right hand of fellowship. In order to calm our 
mothers, who were so concerned about our young ages, we decided 
to back out of the immersion service. So this happened in 1953, but 
our hearts were given to the Lord. We can remember very well when 
Br. Zahnow came through again in 1955 and gave the immersion 
discourse...we sat in the front bench again and received the right 
hand of fellowship. So we can see persistence here—and the Lord's 
leadings and guiding proved that we were faithful to our cause. In 
1955, I was immersed-45 years ago. I am thankful for His leadings 
and guiding. These are precious memories that really linger on our 
minds from years past when we had this privilege and opportunity..." 

Testimonies at Huntsville, Alabama, September 15-17: 

Left the "Manna" for the Cleaning Lady 
Sr. Wylene Heron, New Orleans (LA) Ecclesia 
"...I want to thank the Lord for all the opportunities I have been 
granted to attend the different conventions and partake of some of 
the things the brethren say. This does not mean I have to agree and 
accept everything, but I know they are doing things from the 
sincerity of their hearts, and I am trying to receive it in the sincerity 
of my heart. I thank God, He tells me to come to Him when I need more 
understanding and clarification. It is like the parents of a family. If 
we have any misunderstandings with our brothers and sisters, we say, 
`I am going to ask Mama or Daddy.' Here we have a blessed privilege 
that God has opened up to all of us who have committed our way to 
Him, subject to following His dictates to us. I want to continue to 
submit my way unto Him, and when He talks and speaks to me I want 
to fulfill whatever it is quickly. 

"I was privileged to go back to my room a few minutes ago—I 
usually I would leave something for the lady who takes care of the 
room. But this time there was a message for me from the lady there. 
She says, 'Hello Mr. and Mrs. Heron! I want to thank you for your help 
you gave me. I am doing better than ever. The book you gave me 
helped me. My life is better than it was last year. I am the housekeeper 
you gave the book to. I will be here Sunday to clean your room. May 
God bless you as He has me.' I was glad to know I could help. I had 
given her the "Manna" texts and told her when she is too rushed to 
get her Bible, this would start her day. The last thing she told me was 
`Sister Heron, I just love you!'" 

Lending Out Tabernacle Shadows 
Br. Al Gebarowski, Chattanooga (TN) Ecclesia 
"...I have a friend at work to whom I had given the Tabernacle 
Shadows and other books about five years ago. He retired yesterday, 
and he gave me the books back about two weeks ago. I set them on 
the chair in my office and let them sit there for a while since I am 
retiring and am packing up my own things A man came up to me at 
work and said, `I saw a book in your office and started reading it, and 
I really like it.' He told me it was Tabernacle Shadows! He asked 
if he might borrow it, so I went ahead and gave him the book and 
several tracts. I found out later that he had a love for studying the 
Scriptures. I hope he will find some benefit from it. I do not know why 
he was in my office since there really was not a need to be there, but 
he was there and was reading that book. I thank Him for the 
opportunity to witness..." 

Crocuses in the Spring 
Sr. Carmelita Fernets, Vernon (BC) Ecclesia 
"...We have greetings from brethren all over Canada—some brand 
new brethren! What a family this is! The Lord chooses wonderful 
hearts and sees them grow, just like when we plant crocuses in the 
fall and see them come up in the spring. It is such a wonderful thing 



to see brethren still springing up and giving their hearts to the Lord 
in consecration. We also had the privilege of visiting the brethren 
in Europe—in Romania and at the International Convention and 
also the Ukrainian Convention. Brethren, they do not have what we 
have, but their hearts are just as wonderful and their zeal for the Lord 
is greater because they do not have anything else but the Truth. We 
love you all..." 

More Confidence in Witnessing 
Sr. Nita Lamb, Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia 
"...We really appreciate this convention because all summer long we 
did not have the opportunity to go to conventions like we normally 
do. All last week, it was like everything in my body was lighting up. 
Jack and I have been going to Birmingham to see a doctor there, and 
for the last few years we have put extra "Dawns" there, and we are 
getting a lot of names from there. Last week, there was this one girl 
I had seen ever since we had been going there, and I had never offered 
her any literature. When we first came into the Truth, Jack and I would 
go to various places like the hospital—and I was sort of embarrassed. 
I was even ashamed of Jack when he went up to the Information Desk 
and handed the lady a tract and asked, `Do you know where the dead 
are?' She said "I hope they are in their graves!' He said, 'Take this 
booklet and it will tell you where they are.' Now, the Lord has given 
me much more confidence in witnessing, and now I can ask people 
if they would like something to read. Back to Birmingham, I was on 
the elevator with a lady and this girl I had continually seen, and I 
asked them if they would like something to read—so I gave them a 
Dawn. They thanked me, and the girl said, 'Oh, The Dawn, we can 
use this in our evangel class.' After. I got off the elevator, I turned 
around and asked her, 'How many are in your evangel class?' She 
told me 15, and there were about 15 books with me so I gave all of 
them to her. It was such a blessing to me—though I wonder how it 
will go over in her class. But if nothing ever comes of that, it was 
really a blessing to me, and I thank the Lord for it..." 

The Privilege of Trials 
Sr. Debra Ball, Irving (KY) 
"...Last year when I was here, I was so high after having found the 
Truth having been a Jehovah's Witness for 15 years. Everyone 
would talk about trials, and I did not know what they meant because 
I thought coming out of the Witnesses was a trial enough for 
anybody! But Jehovah has privileged me with trials this year, and 
they have helped me to grow in different aspects of my character, and 
I am thankful for them. I am unable to be with you brethren often, but 
I am always with you in my thoughts and love you so much. One of 
the advantages of being isolated is the books and tapes. I have grown 
so close to Brother Russell. He is just so real to me, and I have a deep 
love for him as a brother. I know you can become accustomed to 
something after many years and start taking it for granted, and even 
start thinking there is other truth, better truth. But I have been in an 
organization that had the truth and lost it. Brethren, there is no better 
Truth than what we have. You are not going to find anything else 
because I was looking for it all my life. I want to praise God for 
allowing me to have this privilege..." 

The Lord's Hand in Nigeria, then Ghana 
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia 
"...We just received the African newsletter and I was reading it on my 
way here. I am touched after having visited Nigeria three times and 
seeing that seed grow. When the interest started growing in Ghana, 
I was also touched by a testimony hearing about a brother getting 
to the Nigerian convention. He was robbed at the border and had to 
thumb his way through to be baptized—only 90 years old at the time! 
Now he has a group started, a movement in Ghana bigger than 
Nigeria. There are over 100 brethren and—if I recall correctly—there 
was one place where 17 were immersed, and at another place, there 
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was a large group wanting to be immersed, but the brethren 
suggested they have a thorough study about what consecration 
means before the immersion. I appreciated that reaction. It is 
rewarding to see how the Lord's hand is working in all parts of the 
earth. It is the same truth that is uniting. The first trip to Ghana was 
met with somewhat of a tragedy. There was a young man—not one 
of the brethren—who had met them and befriended the brethren, and 
who had a horrible motorcycle accident shortly afterwards. The 
reports were that he would never walk again, and the brethren were 
concerned with wheelchairs and how they could help his condition. 
Ghana is not like the United States where there are good laws for the 
handicapped. I guess because I am in a wheelchair, I was especially 
mindful of him. I saw a picture of him at the convention, and it was 
a joy to see him standing and rejoicing about how the Lord overruled 
that he can walk again. I gather he cannot walk really well. But I do 
not look at it as a divine healing or anything like that, but I am so 
thankful the Lord has given him that privilege because when you are 
young, it means a lot more than when you are older and have had 
more experiences. 

"Another short experience I would like to share—about a year 
ago, there was a man from Valparaiso, Indiana, who was interested 
in the Truth and had gone to the meetings a few times in that area. 
But then he sort of stopped. Br. Gene Burns had said he was so busy 
that they did not hear from him We just recently found he has a Web 
page. It is full of the teachings of Brother Russell, and a beautiful 
testimony of how the Lord has led him to the beauties of the truth 
from the Volumes he received. I was so thrilled to see that Web page 
and see how even when one has sort of lost touch for one reason or 
another, the Lord has not lost touch with them. The Lord is very 
` long-keeping."' 

Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio, September 23,24: 

Brother in Montreal 
Br. Bill Gill, Central Ohio Ecclesia 
"...I want to ask an interest in your prayers for a person we have been 
witnessing to that calls in on our 800-number from Montreal. If 
anyone knows of any brethren in Montreal, please let me know. This 
is a handicapped person that has received our materials and has read 
all of the Volumes. He is an ex-Jehovah's Witness and is extremely 
knowledgeable. He experienced something that another lady in the 
Columbus area (whom we are also witnessing to) had experienced. 
When they started reading the Volumes out of the Witnesses' library, 
they started telling people about the wonderful things they were 
learning. All of a sudden, the Volumes 'miraculously' disappeared 
from the shelves—so you know what happened to them. The 
Volumes have been removed. Allen Miller could use your prayers. 
It is very difficult being completely isolated. He is so zealous that 
he asks for numerous materials on a regular basis so he can hand them 
out. We appreciate all that he is doing. He also mentioned to us that 
apparently [the Bible Students] are demoted now [in the eyes of 
Jehovah's Witnesses] from the 'evil servant class' to 'the apostate.' 
They will not allow any of their people to read our materials because 
it is printed by 'the apostate'—even though it might be something 
like the Volumes. We ask a continued interest in your prayers, and 
hopefully all of you have a burning zeal for this Truth inside of you 
that you want to share it also..." 

All the Cards, Letters, Phone Calls.... 
Br. David Doran, New Albany (IN) Ecclesia 
"...A funny thing happened to me on the way to the Hope Convention 
this year. I never got there [due to a heart attack] ! I will never have 
time or energy to acknowledge all of the cards, letters, phone calls 
and packages—and I wanted to say thank you. The prayers were felt 
and are to this day. It is an encouragement..." 

See Brethren next page 
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Harvest News 
"Thou crownest the year with thy goodness..." Psalm 65:11 

Public Showing of Messiah 

On December 9 the Miami Valley Bible announcements of future events. Perhaps member of a local newspaper who had seen 
Students Ecclesia hosted a public showing the greatest blessing, however, was the posi-  a poster. Advertising had not been purchased 
of the Messiah video in Piqua, Ohio. This tive effect that working together had upon from this paper, but a notice of the showings 
was the first major public witness offered by the members of the Ecclesia. 	 was printed free of charge. Similarly, one of 
the Ecclesia in some time. 	 Extensive advertising was done in sur-  the participants filling out the survey indi- 

The Lord's blessing was evident from the rounding communities, primarily utilizing cated that their local newspaper had put a 
positive reactions of the participants. There newspaper advertising, posters, and a large notice of the showings on the front page. 
were two showings with a total attendance of portable sign. Other means used to get the There had been paid advertising in this pa-
46 people, including children. Almost all word out were tracting, sending flyers to the per, but not for a front-page notice! 
remained after the video for refreshments Ecclesia mailing list, and public radio an- 	The Truth message accompanying this 
and interaction with the brethren. There was nouncements. Attendees were asked to fill inspiring video, and the literature distrib-
also a significant interest in the booktable; out a survey to indicate how they heard of the uted as a result of these and similar showings 
the participants picked up a good amount of showings. Of the people who responded, is certain to glorify our heavenly Father 
free literature. Also, a "treat bag" filled with most received the information from newspa-  through an understanding of his grand plan 
booklets, class mailings, and candy was per ads. Postering efforts were also a very for man. "In the morning sow thy seed, and 
given to all the interested as they left. This strong draw. 	 in the evening withhold not thine hand: for 
was very well received. Eleven families 	The Lord's blessing and overruling was thou knowest not whether shall prosper, 
filled out a request to be added to the Ecclesia especially seen in getting the word out. For either this or that, or whether they both shall 
mailing list for quarterly newsletters and example, a call was received from a staff be alike good." Eccl. 11:6 

From January 21 through February 6, 2000, 
(17 days) it was the privilege of the Fort 
Worth Bible Students to sponsor a booth at 
the annual Southwestern Exposition and 
Livestock Show. Much Truth literature was 
distributed. Approximately 1550 copies of 
The Divine Plan of the Ages (magazine 
edition) were sold and 440 copies were 
given away. Nineteen copies of Studies In 
The Scriptures, 23 CDs (containing more 
than 12 hours of video, the Bible and Studies 
In The Scriptures), several Special Journals 
and booklets, and three Spanish First 
Volumes were sold. Approximately 11,000 
tracts and Journals were given away. 

It was encouraging to have many visit the 
booth who are listeners to the "Divine Plan" 
TV program. Some started watching 20 years 

Fort Worth Stock Show Witness 

ago. A few who stopped indicated they had 
purchased Truth literature last year at the 
Stock Show. There were a number of very 
encouraging discussions with those who 
have a deeper interest in the Scriptures than 
the majority of people. A number of young 
people stopped and listened to a brief dis-
cussion of truth. 

There were some discussions with those 
who believe in the trinity. It was refreshing 
to review some of the scriptures which clearly 
teach that Jesus is the Son of the heavenly 
Father. It is hoped that these trinitarians will 
consider some of the scriptures brought to 
their attention. Thousands, who would not 
accept a tract, passed by the booth. Many 
who did accept some Truth literature were 
"lukewarm". 

The Scriptures were discussed with many 
young men from various areas who are ranch-
ers or farmers. These represent amore conser-
vative element of society. Several people 
from different countries stopped and lis-
tened to a brief discussion of the Truth. There 
was a very encouraging discussion with a 
Jewish family and another one with a Jewish 
lady. One man, a Buddhist, who worked at 
another booth at the show, bought the First 
Volume. 

Brethren from California, Michigan, Ohio, 
Oregon, and Texas worked at the booth at 
various times. What a joy it is for all of the body 
of Christ to share the Truth with others. The 
fruitage will be according to the Lord's will. 

Brethren From page 11 
The Internet Like the "Highways and Byways" 
Br. Tom Adams, Metropolitan Detroit (MI) Ecclesia 
"...It really made my heart good to hear the panel last night [on the 
Bible Millennium] with the thousand years set forth in such a 
straightforward, firm and confident manner. It seems like there is so 
much instability [with Bible chronology] among the brethren these 
days. The Internet was mentioned, and I wonder if that does not apply 
to the Lord going out into the highways and byways. The Internet 
goes to places you normally would not get to, and this is all from the 
blessings of the heavenly Father. About the Chronology—in the 
back of the Bible Students Manual, there are eight charts. If you tried 
to change the Chronology, you would have to tear all of these up and 
throw them in the trash because they would no longer apply. That 
would be a great disaster to part of our faith. A lot of our faith is 
dependent upon the Chronology. To be faithful, we want to keep the 

Truth the way it is, and we want to be survivors to the end thereby 
making our calling and election sure. I ask an interest in your 
prayers..." 

"A Little Study Area" 
Sr. Toni Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia 
"...I especially wanted to testify about the experiences we had last 
weekend assisting Br. Marion Schrock in closing out his apartment. 
He is a very dear soldier of the cross, and it has been a real privilege 
to go through this experience with him. Please keep him in your 
prayers as well as us for whatever ways we can assist him and be a 
glory to the Heavenly Father. Br. Marion is now in a nursing home. 
If you saw him in July when he was in the hospital, you wondered 
how things would go with him. But last Sunday, we had a joint study 
with the Steubenville class, and he was able to attend the entire day, 

See Brethren page 14 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way." Psalm 37:23 

Immersions 2000: 

At Bucuresti, Romania, November 2: 
Sr. Floarea Pop is the twin sister of Sr. Ioana loan and aunt of 
Sr. Lili Crisan. She has attended the meetings in Bucuresti for 
many years. 

At Bucuresti, Romania, November 27: 
Sr. Diana Garbia is the daughter of Sr. Floarea Garbia. She has 
periodically served as translator during the past several years 
for American brethren visiting Bucuresti. She had the unique 
privilege of translating her own immersion service. 

Both sisters were immersed by Br. Allen Springer during his 
recent visit to Romania and Moldova. See page 1 for 
additional details. 

"All truth is calm, 
Refuge and Rock and tower; 

The more of truth the more of calm, 
Its calmness is its power. 

All Truth is Calm 

Truth is not strife, 
Nor is to strife allied; 

It is the error that is bred 
Of storm, by rage and pride.  

Calmness is truth. 
And truth is calmness still; 

Truth lifts its forehead to the storm 
Like some eternal hill." 

Anon 

Serving Our Brethren 
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might..." Ecclesiastes 9:10 

Great Pyramid Passages 
	

New Israel Tract 

Some years ago the Portland Area Bible 
Students printed Great Pyramid Passages 
written by John and Morton Edgar. The 
Ecclesia is planning to reissue this book and 
would like to determine the interest of the 
brethren in its acquisition. 

Great Pyramid Passages, published in 
1924, was a new edition of Pyramid Pas-
sages published in 1912, a work in two 
volumes. The 1924 edition contained three 
volumes—the original two with the addi-
tion of a third. Volume one addresses the 
symbolism of the Pyramid; volume two, its 
measurements; volume three, its scientific 
features. The work reproduced by the Port-
land Area Bible Students is prefaced by a 
Pyramid discourse given by Morton Edgar 

Secretary Changes: 

Bible Students Congregation 
of New Brunswick 
Merrily Wesolowski 
280 Phillips Ave. 
So. Hackensack, NJ 07606 
Phone: (201) 807-9519 

in 1929: "The Great Pyramid: Why was It 
Built? Who Built It?" This was his last pub-
lic lesson and is most interesting. 

The book contains over 1000 pages and 
is hard bound. The Ecclesia requests an 
expression of your interest in acquiring this 
book and the number of copies you may 
want. Depending on quantities printed, the 
cost could be close to the previous cost of 
$10 - 12 each. 

Your reply will not be considered an 
order at this time but will help in providing 
a guideline for quanties printed. 

Please reply to: Portland Area Bible Stu-
dents, P.O. Box 23232, Tigard, OR 97281 or 
send an E-mail to: PortlandBible@aol.com  

Portland Area Bible Students 
Mrs. Robyn Hack 
11655 SW Jamaica 
Wilsonville, Oregon 97070 
503-682-9016 
hack@ easystreet.com  

Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
will be producing a new tract on the booklet 
Israel: A Nation of Miracles. This is one of 
four four-color tracts available through the 
Ecclesia and should be in stock by mid-
February. The other tracts are: "A Little 
Child Shall Lead Them," "Precious 
Promises," and "Joy Cometh in the 
Morning." 

For information on ordering please write: 
Estelle Gill, P. O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 
43086, or E-mail: GospelPlan@aol.com  

Chart of the Ages in Spanish 

The New Albany Ecclesia has printed the 
Chart of the Ages in Spanish. These 
attractive vinyl charts are available for 
$13.40 each, plus shipping. They are 
identical to the English chart with a white 
background and blue lettering. 

For additional information contact the 
Secretary: Mrs. Mark Moody, 4512 Hopewell 
Road, Jeffersontown, KY 40299. E-mail: 
mandmmoody@worldnet.att.net  
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Eastern Europe From page 5 
discussion with the audience. The 
attendance was over 100 for each showing. 

Brethren are also active in distributing 
tracts, placing ads in newspapers, and using 
other means to promote the Truth. A recent 
response received in Romania showed a 
high level of interest: 

"Dear Editors: ...I live in Viisoara, district 
(Judetul) ofBistrita-Nasaud, with my family. 
I do not know exactly how to ask you, and I 
am not entitled to this, but I need to write and 
ask for your help. I need the Studies in the 
Scriptures of Pastor Russell. I have read 
Volume I, The Divine Plan of the Ages, 
which I have along with a few other books 
such as the Photo-Drama of Creation. I did 
not know before that there was something so 
comprehensive, and especially someone to 
make these things known. 

"I do not know if you can understand my 
situation, but I was an Orthodox before, and 
my parents still are Orthodox. The Orthodox 
church does not appreciate the true value of 
the Word of God. What is most important to 
them is the tradition and praise of the world. 
I am not judging them, for there is someone 
more competent than we are to do that. 

"The undeserved favor that I request of 
you is, if possible, to send me Volumes II, III, 
IV, V and VI (I have Volume I). I would like  

to ask if the Daily Heavenly Manna and 
Watch Tower by Pastor Russell will be re-
published, for I would like to purchase them 
also. I do not know how much these things 
cost. The amount I have is 200.000 lei [about 
$8]. Please send what you can with this 
amount." 

Our readers may recall the lead story in 
the Summer issue of the Newsletter about a 
group of brethren in Criva, Moldova, who 
found the Bible Students by means of a 
brochure left in a hospital. These dear ones 
continue to rejoice in the new privileges 
they are enjoying with the brethren. The 
individual who found the brochure is not 
consecrated, but loves the Truth and is faith-
ful in attending meetings and helping the 
brethren. She was present at the meeting on 
November 8th, dressed in black. We knew 
from this that she had suffered a death in her 
family. The Truth message has been a special 
comfort to her in this time of need. 

Overrulings of the Lord 

At the beginning of our visit to Moldova, Br. 
Slavic Iachim came with a puzzling question. 
He had tried to open an attachment to an E-
mail from one of the brethren and was 
unsuccessful. Our immediate fear was a 
computer virus—a fear which proved to be 

correct. The remarkable nature of this incident 
was in the timing. If the virus infection had 
occurred even one day later it would have 
greatly complicated the efforts to resolve the 
problem in Moldova and Romania. With the 
help of Br. Jerry Leslie, via E-mail, a manual 
repair procedure was contrived. A total of five 
computer systems in Romania and Moldova 
became infected, requiring many hours of 
work to repair the damage. By the Lord's 
grace, no work was lost. Virus protection 
software was reinstalled and future problems 
should be averted. 

Brethren in foreign countries throughout 
the world continue to need our special prayers 
and support. At each meeting in Moldova 
and Romania those assembled voted to send -
their love and to express thanks for the 
prayers, widespread concern and support of 
all the brethren over the years—an obliga-
tion which we are pleased to fulfil here. 

Another overruling of the Lord was the 
pleasantness of the journey. The entire pe-
riod of the trip was blessed by warm sunny 
days— quite unusual for November. There 
have been many difficulties in the past with 
border crossings, but this time we had no 
problems. Likewise, there was no lost lug-
gage, no illness—trials that had been expe-
rienced frequently in the past. For all of these 
undeserved blessings we thank the Lord. ❑ 
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then go back to the apartment and supervise the moving of all his 
earthly goods. This was after having done this all day Saturday as 
well. On Sunday night when we dropped him off at the nursing home, 
he was still raring to go and talking, reading the Songs in the Night. 
It was a blessing to see him, especially when compared to his 
experiences in June and July. In the facility he is in, one of the aides 
set up a desk area in his room recently so he now has what he calls 
a little study area where he can read and write...He does a lot of letter-
writing. Just watching him acquiesce to the Lord's will in this whole 
experience has just been a tremendous blessing..." 

Testimonies at Bellingham, Washington, October 1 

Truth Seeker Finds a Lot More 
Sr. Leeta Rogers, Vancouver (BC) Ecclesia 
"I lost my voice, so it is difficult to speak, but I am here. It has been 
a wonderful time in my life. I was watching television and I saw the 
program from Texas of Br. George Wilmott, and he was so different 
from all the other programs, I phoned him and talked to him. He was 
wonderful to talk to. And then he got me in touch with two ladies in 
Vancouver and they phoned me, and we had a tea party. This is Ruth 
(Chambers) and Berna (McNee). It was an immediate sisterhood. I 
could see that these ladies were something special. I have been just 
walking alone and talking with God, studying the Scriptures alone 
for nineteen years, and I had just made up my mind that I would never 
get connected with any religious group ever again in my life, 
because of the experiences I had with the ones who were not of the 
Truth. I had a lot of persecution because I loved God, I loved His 
words, and I was determined I was going to get them myself anyway, 
and so God has wrought many miracles in my life and He has 
separated me out from my family and from people who wanted to 

persecute me. I was very alone and I think in my heart I must have 
been praying for fellowship, and this is what I got. It is a great 
responsibility, too. I listen to everything and I am measuring it with 
God's words like Bro. Russell said, look through the telescope and 
that is what I am doing. I have found that it is a great fellowship, it 
is just wonderful. I am really thrilled to be here. I would not be here 
if it was not for my dear sisters and I feel like I am in a family. I just 
want to contribute something. Perhaps I do not have much to say, but 
I was hiding my light under a bushel and now it has got to shine, it 
has got to come out, I have got to do something, take responsibility. 
That is where I am. Thank you very much." 

Blessed by New Sister 
Sr. Ruth Chambers, Vancouver, (BC) Ecclesia 
"I just want to mention the joy that Berna and I have had with Leeta. 
I said to Berna, Why didn't the Lord bring Leeta to us when Charlie 
was still alive and he could help her more?' and Berna said,' Well, 
I guess He wants us to help her.' We have been so thankful, and she 
has been such a help to us, too, a wonderful blessing to us. I am so 
thankful for all that I have, my family, the brethren, and experiences. 
I realize, like Albert [Svab] said, it is not an easy way, but all these 
things are from the Lord. I am sorry I cannot say anymore, but pray 
for me." 

"Christian Questions" on College Campus 
Sr. Janell Stewart, Bellingham (WA) Ecclesia 
"Recently at school [college] I received a newsletter from back east, 
and it referred to some brethren tapes—half hour condensed tapes 
of the radio show called Christian Questions. They have been doing 
this for about two years, and have recorded their sessions to make 
them available for brethren. At my school it is really easy to get a 

See Brethren next page 
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Conventions 
"Let us be glad and rejoice, and giv e honour to him..." Revelation 19:7 

2001 
February 17, 18 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio annual theme convention: Sanctification in the Final 
Hour. Riverside Hospital Health Center, 500 Thomas Lane at 
Olentangy River Road. Pre-registration requested. Secretary: 
Deborah Stewart, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone: 
(614) 890- i 814. E-mail: Ransomed2@juno.com  

March 7-11 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students Annual. 
AmeriSuites Hotel, 1601 Hurst Town Center Drive, Hurst, TX. 
Information from Secretary: Mrs. George Wilmott, P. 0. Box 4085, 

• Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (817) 590-9379.E-mail: 
wilmott@  juno.com  

March 23-25 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students 
Pre-Memorial. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr NE, Bothell, 
WA. Information from Secretary: Kristen Kirkham. Phone: (206) 
546-6802. 

March 24,25 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students 
Ecclesia 31st Pre-Memorial. Truman Club Hotel, Hwy 161 at Busch 
Blvd. For accommodations write: Todd Alexander, 7730 Arboretum 
Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone (614) 939-9761, E-mail: 
toddnalex  @ aol.com  

March 31, April 1 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/ 
Chesapeake City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. The Pilot School, Garden 
of Eden Road. Five speakers. Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. 
Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673. 
E-mail: tlarm1874@earthlink.net  

May 5,6 East Hartford, Connecticut. Harford Bible Students 
Annual. New location: Tastebuds Banquet Facility, 1450 Main St., 
East Hartford, CT. Programs and information from Secretary: Mrs. 
Daniel Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: 
(860)289-0116. E-mail: 75244.2371  @compuserve.com  

April 13-15 Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada. Winnipeg Bible 
Students Ecclesia. Lincoln Motor Hotel, 1030 McPhillips Street, 
Winnipeg, MB. Five speakers. Nine part symposium on theme text: 
Gal. 5:22,23. For accomodations contact: Frank Boychuk, 263 
Moray St., Winnipeg, MB R3J 3A4, Canada. Phone (204) 888-0784. 
E-mail: F.Boychuk@Home.com  

May 26, 27 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St. Louis 
Annual, New Location: Doubletree Club - St. Louis Airport, 9600 
Natural Bridge Road, St. Louis, MO 63134 (314) 427-7600. Please 
make reservations for the hotel and mention Bible Students. Make 
reservation by April 30, 2001 to receive the preferred rate of $59.00 
per night (up to three per room). Six speakers. Class Secretary: 
Dolores Forsythe, 4840 Towne South Road, St. Louis, MO 63128. 
Phone: (314) 487-2651. E-mail: BroJohnF@msn.com  

June 22-24 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish 
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE. Reservations: Mrs. Betty 
Jahn, 2946 Spring Hollow Lane S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 
391-0997. E-mail: betty  @ jahnmail.com  

June 30, July 1 Madison, New Jersey. Bible Students 
Congregation of New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickenson 
University, Madison, NJ. Six Speakers. New Secretary: Merrily 
Wesolowski, 280 Phillips Ave., So. Hackensack, NJ 07606. Phone: 
(201) 807-9519. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1)That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt. 
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign; 
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic 

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the 
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings 
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom 
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) 
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 
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radio show, you just have to sign up; there are no restrictions about 
a theme or anything. I signed up and these brethren have been 
sending me tapes. Once a week I have a two hour radio show which 
my roommate Lisa helps me with. Lisa is interested in the Truth and 
came to the convention last year. She has also attended meetings 
with me online. Before the program we listen to the tapes; Lisa asks 
good questions which we then discuss with the brethren. The format 
for the program is: We play one half hour tape on a specific topic, 
then we discuss the topic bringing in more scriptures. This is 
followed by the playing and discussion of another tape. We have 
only had two shows so far, but I hope we will get better at it and I hope, 
this Manna text about how the tongue is powerful, will be used in 
a good way. I ask for your prayers that that may be true." ❑ 

Memorial Supper 
April 6, 2001—After six o'clock 

The Gods That Failed 
The purpose of the twentieth century was to let man try every type of 
government to prove that he cannot create his own utopia. The following 
extract from Christianity Today (January 11,1999) is a candid examination 
of this failure. Ed. 

The twentieth century was the age of ideology, of the great "isms": 
communism, socialism, nazism, liberalism, humanism, scientism. Every-
where, ideologues nursed visions of creating the ideal society by some utopian 
scheme. Whether by revolution or racial purity or scientific technology, these 
True Believers set out to build a modern Tower of Babel, reaching to the 
heavens (metaphorically, since most were aggressively secular). 

The attitude was captured in the film Titanic, when a passenger glances 
proudly at the ship and declares, "Even God himself could not sink it." 

Other idols have sunlcjust as surely, if not as quickly. Nazism was forever 
disgraced by the horrors of its concentration camps. The Soviet Union 
crumbled with the Berlin Wall. Around the globe formerly socialist nations 
are eagerly lining up to establish free economies. Liberalism, while still 
powerful, has lost its luster: American politicians eschew the label. Even 
science often seems a Frankenstein's monster turning on its creators. 

This is the most significant fact at the end of the twentieth century: All the 
major ideological constructions have failed, tossed on the ash heap of history. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

■ Sr. Nathalie Simkin finished her earthly course on December 29. 
She was born of consecrated parents, Br. Moses and Sr. Susie Smith 
Gum. While attending the San Diego fair in 1969 she found the 
brethren through a display of the Chart of the Ages. She symbolized 
her consecration in 1971. In later years, due to failing health, she and 
her husband Herold studied the Volumes and other writings of Br. 
Russell at home. The brethren observed an untiring labor of love and 
care from Herold on behalf of Sr. Nathalie's spiritual and natural 
needs in the narrow way. 

Sr. Nathalie is survived by her husband Herold (3187 Fair Oaks 
Ln., Spring Valley, CA 91978-2349), four daughters and a son. 
During the last two hours of Sr. Nathalie's life this side the veil her 
daughters were able to be with her. 

Deadline for Spring Issue, March 1, 2001 

Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor. 
3:16. 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

.. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that 'Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man,  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 

...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 

... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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