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The Glorious Light of Harvest
In the Winter 1999 issue "A City Set on a Hill
Cannot be Hid" was an article pulled
together from the testimonies given at
Connellsville (PA) Convention that year,
and some other ecclesia activities which had
been submitted. That article motivated us to
plan another story based on ecclesia
witnessing.
As a result of our numerous invitations,
six ecclesias responded with reports of their
witness and other activities. To these we
have added the last report from Br. D. S. P.
Varma on the witness efforts he and others
with him are pursuing in India. We commend
these inspiring accounts to your attention.
If individuals reading this story are reminded of their own witness experiences, we
invite them to submit for consideration an
account of such privileges for another inspiring article on the importance of witnessing to the promised Kingdom of God on
earth.

Greetings in the Lord
We regret that the mailing of this issue was
delayed due to unavoidable circumstances.
There are many articles from the press on
recent world events we would like to have
presented, but could not heretofore for lack
of space. A sample comes from Billy
Graham's quarter, in Christianity Today,
January 11, 1999. An amazing observation
was published, which we quote in part: "The
twentieth century was the age of ideology, of
the great 'isms' ....This is the most significant
fact at the end of the twentieth century: All
the major ideological constructions have
failed, tossed on the ash heap of history."
The full text of this article, "The gods that
failed" and other fascinating items from the
religious world that have emerged in the past
year, will be presented in future issues.
The convention season past was one of
great spiritual blessings and rich fellowship.
Among those blessings were the immersion
memories testimonies given at the I-0 Convention in July. Due to lack of space, these
are being held for publication in the Winter
issue.

Harvest Tools and Labors
"...rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate..." 1 Tim. 6:18
The Bible Students Congregation of new
Brunswick has been dedicated for many
years to the production and circulation of
an accurate edition of Studies in the
Scriptures. The Ecclesia's 1975 edition has
become the standard to which all foreign
translations being produced under its

Volumes, 60 sets of the Six Volumes and
hundreds of booklets. Another class orders
50 sets of the Six Volumes with Tabernacle
Shadows, three or four times a year, for its TV
series. Orders of 100 First Volumes at a time
from various classes are common. These
Volumes are sold—not given away. Many
classes order hundreds of
booklets too. The Bible
Students Committee for Africa
orders Volumes and booklets for
their Harvest work. Just recently,
20 sets of Volumes with
Tabernacle Shadows, 100 First
Volume paperback and 600
booklets were sent to Br. Varma
for witness work in India.

Foreign Volumes
In Romania, Moldova, Poland,
Ukraine and Russia, the brethren
are using the foreign Volumes
for public witnessing. The
Br. Mike Callanan at New Brunswick Press
Polish Volume IV was placed in
watchful eye, must conform.
libraries throughout Poland. The Ukrainian
This ecclesia is busily engaged in many
Winnipeg Class has received over 200
witnessing efforts and production of bookresponses from the mailing of our Russian
lets on various subjects which are also used First Volume. One person found the Russian
by other ecclesias in their witness efforts.
First Volume in a public library in St.
We heartily present the Ecclesia's account Petersburg. How it got there—only the Lord
of its activities. Ed.
knows—and overruled! Many are eagerly
The New Brunswick Class was formed in waiting for the balance of the Russian Six
1945 as the result of a series of public meet- Volumes.
ings. Since then, Harvest work has always
Newspaper Ads
been a priority. Consistent with this vision
has been the publication of the six volumes Advertising in newspapers is an on-going
of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle project. These are not display, but editorial
Shadows and many booklets as well as other
ads, which sell a point of Truth. This way, a
means of public witness.
witness is given even if a person does not
respond by requesting the literature offered.
Volumes and Booklets
None have been as spectacular, however, as
Brethren throughout the country use these our quarter-page ad on the Op-Ed page of the
publications in their public witnessing— New York Times.
Some ads deal with current events and
flea markets, fair booths and other exhibits,
newspaper ads, etc. Brethren in other prophecy. (As a result we have the dubious
ecclesias also use our monthly newsletter on honor of being listed by the Catholic League
various topics which bring additional as being anti-Catholic.) Others deal with
requests for Volumes and booklets. What a Israel. In response to one ad on Israel, a
joy to share in these efforts! Each year one Jewish mother called us. The ad helped to
See Harvest page 4
class orders over 2,000 paperback First
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart..."

■Br. Marion Schrock (Forester Nursing Home, 524 Canton Road,
Wintersville, OH 43953) has experienced several ailments, some of
which have been cleared up and some of which still remain and are
perplexing. Br. Marion writes:
"I wish to express my heartfelt appreciation to all the brethren that
have sent messages of encouragement to me during my 10 days in
the hospital and 36 days in the nursing home. (Aug. 12). Also for the
many phone calls and the personal visits...
"Practically all the messages contained the thought that God
permits severe trials to test our faith—to see if our faith and character
is fixed in righteousness and reverence for God. And they certainly
have been a help to me in this time of trial.
"...It brought to my attention, as never before, the statement at the
end of the morning resolve: 'I will neither murmur nor repine at what
the Lord's providence may permit, because faith can firmly trust him,
come what may.' I found that I did not always live up to this principle
in every case. I need the Lord's mercy and help. And I need your
prayers...
"I have learned to leave everything in the Lord's hand..."
■ Br. Constantin Gronic (Sat. Grinauti-Raia, m. Ocnita 2371,
Moldova) whose dear wife Gala died suddenly August 24 would
greatly benefit from the prayers and encouragement of the brethren.
He is very active in the Russian translation work and personal
witnessing.
■ Br. Tim Sandridge (28 Whitson St., Hempstead, NY 11550)
whose older brother Chuck passed away with a heart attack reports
that the family takes comfort in the promise of the resurrection from
the grave.
■ Br. Ron Palmgren (204 S. Miller, Wenatchee, WA 98801-2742)
who had sinus and throat surgery thanks the brethren for their words
of encouragement which started coming even "three days before
surgery!" Br. Ron, who has been so instrumental in blessing the
brethren by keeping them connected on E-mail, says he "could not
believe that a peace and calm had come over me" the day of surgery
(July 19). The operation has now proved to be successful.

■ Sr. Irene Green (700 South Roys Ave., Columbus, OH 43204),
92, broke her hip in July necessitating surgery. She is now thankful
to be home after time in a rehabilitation facility. Sr. Irene would
benefit greatly from hearing from the brethren and being
remembered in their prayers.
■ Sr. Beverly Cole, daughter of Sr. Irene Green, writes: "I want to
take this opportunity to thank the brethren for their visits, cards, and
phone calls while Mother was recuperating from her broken hip.
Although some of the cards were not for me personally, they were
very touching and a great lift of the spirit. Mother has been a great
witness to all her care givers."
■ Br. and Sr. Herschel Moreland (1205 Highland Drive,
Chattanooga, TN 37405) would like to express thankfulness to the
brethren for all their cards and notes upon the loss of their daughter
Lynda to cancer in August. They are thankful for the comfort the
knowledge of the Truth gives them at this time.
■ Br. Len and Sr. Gretchen Griehs (141 Westbrook Drive,
Feasterville, PA 19053) are grateful for the Lord's mercy and
thankful for the prayers of the brethren after their daughter Sr. Rachel
began experiencing many distressing symptoms in the middle of

Psa. 27:14

May. Numerous tests indicate the cause of all her symptoms has been
a virus in the central nervous system that will eventually go away.

■ Br. Ralph Gaunt (510 E. Golf, Jackson, MI 49203) has been
diagnosed with myelodysplastic syndrome which reduces the
body's ability to produce new blood cells requiring regular trips to
the hospital for blood transfusions. This disease, which is a precursor
to leukemia, causes bone loss and lack of oxygen to the brain. Br.
Ralph maintains a bright and happy attitude and appreciates
communications from the brethren fully believing, "My God shall
supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus."
■ Sr. Stephanie Blicharz (Alterra Lynwood, 590 Old Brook Rd.,
Rm. 101, Emerson, NJ 07630) now resides in an assisted living home.
Her daughter Sr. Lillian Kasper was told by her doctor that she would
no longer be able to care for her mother as she and Br. Nick have done
so faithfully for many years. Sr. Blicharz greatly appreciates the
visits and mail from the brethren in her new home away from home.
■Br. Nikodem and Sr. Lillian Kasperowicz (615 Chestnut Street,
Westwood, NJ 07675) of the Paterson (NJ) Ecclesia would
appreciate an interest in the brethren's prayers. Sr. Lillian has been
recently limited due to knee surgery and Br. Nikodem recently fell
and sustained injuries.
■Sr. Margaret Hedman (Main Tower, 330 East Main Street #424,
Newark, DE 19711) is restricted in strength due to a heart condition,
yet because of her indomitable spirit, still meets with the brethren
in the Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia. At 92 years of age, Sr. Margaret
presses along with her walker and is an inspiration to all the brethren.
■ Sr. Helen Johnson (123 W. Fair Meadows Dr., Canonsburg, PA
15317) was recently hospitalized following a black-out. She is
thankful that her sister, Sr. Mildred Raffel, was with her at the time.
After a two day stay and tests, no cause was found for this emergency.
She has been on medication for high blood pressure and one of these
plus some vitamin supplements were either reduced or eliminated.
So far Sr. Helen has experienced no more such physical symptoms.
She wishes to express her gratitude to the brethren for their
comforting messages, personal visits, phone calls and prayers and
says that, "Your expression of love stays with me."
■Br. David Tiffany was involved in a one car accident. The car was
totaled, but his injuries were slight. His brother and sister-in-law
went to Olympia, WA and brought him home to the Dalles, OR. Br.
David appears to be doing fine. We see the Lord's overruling that he
was not badly hurt, and no one else was hurt.
■Br. Bill and Sr. Ruth Bender (759 N. Carnot Rd., Forestville WI
54213) would like to express their gratitude to all the brethren for
their prayers, cards and E-mails regarding their son Mark's surgery
on August 24 for the removal of a tumor from his right temporal lobe.
It was surprisingly found to be benign. Br. Bill and Sr. Ruth
expressed, "These experiences greatly increased our faith—come
what may—and being semi-isolated, brought us close together. We
rejoice in the Lord's loving protection and care—as Mark
apparently had this tumor for many years without harm."
■ Br. Constea Lachim (r'nul Anemii-Noi, Jud. Chisinau, str. M.
Eminescu 23, 6538 Corn. Tantareni Moldova) of the Tantareni
Ecclesia on September 4—while manufacturing a door for a man
See Afflicted page 18
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Entered Into Rest
"The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms..." Deut. 33:27

■ Br. Herman Hummel,

age 94, finished his earthly course on
September 2. Br. Herman (along with his wife Sr. Dorothy)
symbolized his consecration in 1946 as a result of hearing the "Frank
and Ernest" radio program. He often liked to say "The Truth just
made so much sense." Once he
found the Truth, he devoured it.
He even brought his Volumes on
dates with Sr. Dorothy before
they were married.
Throughout his 50 plus years
of consecration Br. Herman was
active in witnessing the Divine
Plan through Trenton Fair
Booths, tracting, flea markets,
and the showing of the Lundquist
Tabernacle plateaus at various
locations including a bookstore
in New Jersey that Br. Herman
was instrumental in organizing
(this effort resulted in the conseBr. Herman Hummel
cration of three sisters).
Br. Herman served as elder for many years in the New Brunswick,
New Jersey and Clearwater, Florida ecclesias. After the death of his
wife, Sr. Dorothy, in October, 1998, he moved to the home of his son
and daughter-in-law, Br. John and Sr. Nancy. He attended the Metro
Detroit Ecclesia with his family, as his health permitted, and, with
the Lord's help, was always able to partake of the Memorial with the
brethren. When he was no longer able to go to the Sunday meeting,

a few of the local brethren were willing to attend a weekly study in
the home. This was a rich blessing and always the highlight of his
week. Br. Herman continued to create and take opportunities to let
his light shine by discussing the principles of the Truth with the
many caretakers that came into the home to assist in his care. None
left without hearing a portion of God's plan.
Br. Herman's fellowship and example provided a rich blessing for
the family. He is survived by his son Br. John (Sr. Nancy) and five
grandchildren, Lydia, Nathanael, Abigail, Ruthie, and Paul.

■Br. Don Cline entered into rest July 18 at home of a heart attack.
Br. Don was a faithful follower of the Lord serving Him in every way
he could. He will be sadly missed by all who knew him. He is survived
by his wife, Sr. Ruth (5023 Sterling, Kansas City, MO 64133), his
mother and two children and one grandson.
■ Br. Jim Freer died peacefully July 16. He had been in a car
accident which put him in the hospital and weakened him so much
that he had a heart attack followed by a stroke which took his life.
With his beloved wife Sr. Fern, he attended a small ecclesia in Chico,
California. Sr. Fern (7770 Tina Court, Los Monlinos, CA 96055)
would like to express appreciation for the prayers of the brethren.
■Sr. June Brooks passed away on September 27 at the Beverly Hills
Nursing home in Southfield, MI. She was the natural sister of Sr.
Bonnie Bordeis and the aunt of Br. Ken "Wade" Bordeis. Those
wishing to write to the family may send letters or cards to: 9902 Birch
Run, Brighton, MI 48114. ❑

New Brethren in Christ
"Choose you this day whom ye will serve..." Josh. 24:15

Immersions 2000
At Langley, BC July 2:
Sr. Heidi Gawronski, daughter of Br. Richard and Sr. Irena
Gawronski of the North Seattle Bible Students.
At Tantareni, Moldova July 16:
Mihail Cernei, Ocnita class;
Olga Rusnac, Ocnita class;
Maria Neagu, Ruseni Class;
Liuba Baciu, Ruseni Class;
Victor Gutu, Gordinesti class;
Sfeta Rodedskaia, Gordinesti class;
Vasile Gutu, Gordinesti class;
Corina Curtean, Ocnita class;
Liuba Badarau, Ruseni class;
Serghei Caus from Russia, Br. Matei Caus' brother;
Camelia Grigor, Sighet, Romania;
Valentina Teleuca, Ruseni class.
At New Albany, Indiana August 26:
Sr. Ronda Phillips, daughter of Br. Ron and Sr. Tressia Austin, who
were immersed earlier this year;
Sr. Linda Pool, a long-time friend of the Austin family, who came
in contact with the Truth through them.

At Villa Park, Illinois September 3:
Sr. Rebecca Williams, sister of Br. Dennis Stansberry
The following immersions took place this past summer in Romania.
The Ecclesia name is given first, followed by the name(s) and age(s)
of those immersed. Ed.

Targu-Mures: Zoltan Vegh, 70; Elisabeta Magyari, 20
Seulia de Campie: Ana Curta, 42
Deagu: Anuta Albu, 40; Victoria Chirca, 60; Rozalia Festeu, 56
Cucerdea: Maria Muth, 41; Lucretia Serban, 60
Apahida: Olimpia Carpos, 45
Cluj-Napoca: Emil Rus, 45; Veronica Marian 59; Florica
Moldovan, 55; Maria Cuciurean, 41
Sampetru: Maria Serban, 47
Sanmihaiu: Maria Santamarean, 64
Ulciug: Rebeca Vari, 20; Ida Hegye, 65; Iuliana Vass, 40
Sighetu Marmatiei: Mihaela Rachis, 18
Iapa: Viorel Simion, 27; Maria Grigor, 40
Calinesti: Ileana Nanestean, 50; Maria Hotea, 51; Gheorghe
Berindea, 60
Razoare: Valentin Iachim, 40; Lidia lachim, 38
Sangeorz-Bai: Floarea Pop, 32
Nasaud: loana Talos, 50
Cociu: Cornel Muresan, 50; Ecaterina Muresan, 45; Emil Ungur, 62;
Gavril Zapartan, 64
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ease the memory of her Israeli son murdered
and dismembered by PLO terrorists. She said
she would send us a check on June 10. We did
receive it and learned that June 10 was the
anniversary of his murder.
A variety of ads on "And God Cried" were
placed recently with good response—especially at times of community tragedies. Our
last ad dealt with the Clinton-Barak-Arafat
Camp David peace fiasco.

Webs ite
Our website is a public repository with
thousands of pages containing all Six
Volumes, Tabernacle Shadows, our class
booklets and newsletters on current issues,
devotional and doctrinal topics. Also there
is a "Current Events" column and an
opportunity for the public to submit
questions electronically. Overall activity
for the website has nearly doubled over the
last year alone. With the month of August
being one of our busiest to date, we have seen
nearly 9,000 web pages accessed from the
bible411.com website. Also, in that month,
a dozen requests for our printed newsletter
and 10 Bible questions were electronically
submitted.
Reaching all around the world with this
witnessing medium has opened new doors of
opportunity. We have had the blessings of Email correspondence from six continents
including countries such as, Scotland, Malaysia, Brazil, South Africa and Italy—to
name a few.
Behind these statistics are real people

with exciting experiences. A Pentecostal in
Brazil downloaded our booklet, "Tongues
Speaking." He gave a printout of the booklet
to his minister. The minister said the booklet
was wrong. This man left the church and
wrote to us asking where there are Bible
Students in Brazil.
Just this week we had three thrilling
website responses. A woman inquired about
our relation to Pastor Russell's teaching
because her father was a "Russellite" until
his death. An associate professor of a Baptist
university requested permission to make
copies of a major portion of "The Big Bang
and the Bible" newsletter to distribute to his
class of 58 students. A woman read our
homepage and was enthralled with the ransom for all and a future probation for unbelievers. She had suffered every kind of abuse
in childhood that devastated her physically
and emotionally. Years later she became a
Pentecostal minister, but found the Pentecostal concept of God's love too narrow.
How far she will progress in the Truth we
leave in the Lord's hands.

Economy of Website Witnessing
Financially, the website is a good
witnessing investment. Roughly
equivalent to the cost of a newspaper ad that
appears for a single day, we can rent space on
a professionally managed web server and
store thousands of pages of information—
for an entire year! From our website the
public can download anything from an
electronic version of the Divine Plan of the
Ages to a three-paragraph "Current Events"

item related to a breaking news story about
Israel. The ability to continually change and
add content to a public forum such as our
website at a fixed cost is a unique feature of
the Internet.
Well worth the effort and continuing to
provide contact with new people beyond
our physical sphere of influence, we hope to
expand the content of our website and the
outreach of its message as these new Internet
technologies become commonplace. Furthermore, as high-speed Internet connections and higher quality audio/video technologies become easier for people to use, we
will find ourselves challenged to make the
most of the opportunities in putting forth the
Truth of the Harvest Message.

Audio Reprints
Bible Students Congregation of New
Brunswick has available recordings of
Reprints for the years 1912 through 1916 on
audio cassettes. Partial year sets are
available for 1909 and 1911. Typically each
year includes three boxed sets of eight tapes
each at a cost of $12.00 per box. There are a
total of 16 different sets. Additionally there
is a boxed set of three tapes ($5.00) on which
is recorded the "Exceeding Great and
Precious Promises" texts and comments.
Send orders or requests for information to:
Audio Reprints, 81 Braeton Way, Freehold,
NJ 07728 or by E-mail at
AudioReprints@Bible411.com When
sending an order by mail, please make
checks payable to Bible Students
Congregation of New Brunswick.

"Study to show thyself approved..." 2 Tim. 2:15
The New Albany (IN) Ecclesia's booklet
"How to Study the Bible and Have it Make
Sense" has become a Harvest tool. Many
coming into the Truth today seem to have
come into possession of this illuminating
instrument even before their contact with
brethren. Over the years the Ecclesia's
activities and former fair booth witnessing
have graced the Newsletter's pages. We give
you in their words an acount of other study
helps and booklets they have produced for
the household of faith and the public. Ed.

Internet Activities
The ecclesia has recently established a
website (www.godsplanforall.org ). The site
offers both English and Spanish languages.
In order to develop an active response to the
site, we have printed business cards that
have no information on them other than the
website address.
We can leave these cards wherever we go
or place them in envelopes when paying
bills, etc. Since websites are international,

these cards may draw visitors from anywhere
our correspondence goes. We hope to have
lists of other Bible Student websites and of
ecclesias worldwide included on our site,so
that those interested will know there are
local contacts available.
Among other items on the website are
brief summaries of various doctrinal and
prophetic questions.

Publications
New Albany provides publications in two
categories: (1) witnessing materials and (2)
study helps. These are available through our
website or by mail via our secretary: Martha
Moody, 4512 Hopewell Road,
Jefferson town , Kentucky 40299-5018.
Phone: (502) 267-9843, E-mail:
mandmmoody@worldnet.att.net
For Witnessing
"What on Earth is the Kingdom?" is a 20page booklet designed specifically for, but
not limited to, use in hospitals and nursing

homes. This booklet has many pictures and
a limited text for easy reading. It deals with
the contrasts between current illnesses and
the beauties to come in the Kingdom. Price
per booklet: $.25
"Think On These Things"is a small booklet excerpted from Br. Russell's writings
designed to comfort those going through
various difficulties. Price per booklet: $.35
Revelation—How To Study It and Have It
Make Sense is an 80-page booklet designed

to provide the public with a basic approach
to Revelation and its relationship to the
Divine Plan. This booklet was stimulated by
the frequent fair booth question, "What do
you have on Revelation?" Price per booklet:
$.35
(When other publications become available, they will appear on our website.)

Study Helps
"Revelation—A Notebook of the Study
Records of the New Albany Ecclesia" is a
432-page, three-ring notebook covering
Revelation verse by verse as well as by word

and phrase studies, charts, diagrams, etc.
Price per Notebook: $27.
"A Primer and Guide for the Study of
Revelation" is a 25-page (8.5" x 11") booklet designed to help the individual or ecclesia
through the study of the book of Revelation.
This booklet deals with the order of study,
the method of study, the construction of
Revelation, the chronology of Revelation,
interpretive clues, symbols, etc. It includes
a glossary, charts and summaries. Price per
booklet: $1.50
The New Albany Chronology Chart Collection is a 37-page (8.5" x 14" spiral bound)

collection of charts and tables is distributed
in order to help visual learners see the details
of Bible time in a manner that numbers only
might not accomplish. Contained are charts
of the entire biblical chronology as well as
specialty charts that illustrate Second Volume concepts, prophetic chronologies, etc.
Price per binder: $3.00
"The Chart of the Ages" in Spanish is now
available on white background with blue
lettering, on vinyl, in the same size as the
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standard English Charts. Price per Chart:
$13.40
All prices are plus postage.

Miscellaneous Activities
The Ecclesia engages in various other
activities, some regularly, some
sporadically. These include a mailing list
that receives the Harvest Gleaner, a
periodical that discusses various biblical
subjects and offers corresponding literature.
The mailing list is also used to advertise
public meetings, radio and television
programs, and our Internet address.
Recently, a project has been instituted to
place Bible student videotapes in the public
libraries of the surrounding area.
Members of the Ecclesia are also engaged
in individual projects such as communication on the internet with Spanish-speaking
brethren abroad, translating activities, preparation of tracts or booklets on specified topics for other ecclesias as per their requests,
communication by letter or phone with isolated brethren, etc.

"They...went everywhere preaching the word." Acts 8:4
It would be hard to find an ecclesia more
diversified in its witness efforts than the
Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio.
From the printed page to the Internet, to the
outdoor billboard, and on to the telephone
in one-on-one encounters—the brethren
use these methods and more.
To read of these varied efforts to "let the
light shine" is to be motivated to emulate
them. We give you in greater detail the
Ecclesia's own enumeration of its activities.

Ed.
"Because thy lovingkindness is better
than life, my lips shall praise thee. Thus will
I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands
in thy name." Psa. 63:3-4
"Let us then thrust in the sickle of Truth
with energy and courage, remembering that
we serve the Lord Christ, remembering that
we are not responsible for the harvest but
merely for our energy in gathering what ripe
`wheat' we can find. ...the Lord's object in
giving us a share in his work is not so much
what we can accomplish as in the blessing
that the labor will bring upon us." Manna
Nov. 30

The End Times Bible Report
Quarterly:
The response from this follow-up newsletter
publication has been outstanding! The
content is no different than other ecclesias
produce; however, the "packaging" seems
to be more attractive to the public by means
of a catchy title, graphics and a four-page
format, which looks like a small newspaper.

The Central Ohio class and other ecclesias
are using it as a tract and also a follow-up
mailing. At about fifteen cents each, it costs
a little more than most newsletters, but the
results are well worth it. On average,
response from the mailing list of about 3,000
is anywhere from 40 to 100 requests for
literature depending on the subject. The
most popular subjects thus far have been:
"The Fires of Hell are Burning Out,"
"Unearthing Evidence of the Biblical
Flood," and "Why Does God Permit Evil."
Postcard tracts have been produced
advertising free subscriptions to the End
Times. These are easily placed into
magazines at doctor's offices, in airplanes,
etc. and generate a healthy response. The
ecclesia website offers a free End Times
subscription which brings in about 50 to 100
responses per month.

Website Witnessing
By far the most rewarding opportunities for
the Central Ohio class have been as
a result of the website (http://
www.biblestudents.com). Since 1997, at
least 350,000 page views have been
reported by the two web site servers'
statistics. A third site server does not provide
statistics. At least 25% of the class mailing
list is comprised of requests for literature and
placement on The End Times mailing list, all
generated from the website. Questions have
come in at a rate well over 200 per year since
1997. These questions are usually very deep
and often result in continued serious

discussions. One recent on-line discussion
has led a man in Florida to request 50 copies
of The End Times to witness to his friends. He
has found a number of those interested in
forming a study group, and they will be
using the First Volume as their guide. He was
excited to learn that the Sixth Volume had
directions for developing an ecclesia!
Another man from the Allentown, PA area
loves the Truth and is meeting with the
brethren.
Interest in the website has been on an
international level. Server statistics indicate
page viewing from at least 60 different countries such as Micronesia (West Pacific Islands), China, Sri Lanka, and even Vatican
City. One man who had moved to Indonesia
from Ohio is now studying the Studies in the
Scriptures. Another man from Venezuela
has met with the Tuesday night Springfield
See Harvest next page
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meeting over the Internet. These are all areas
which would otherwise not receive a Truth
witness. There has been an overwhelming
number who have responded from Spanish
speaking countries. Providentially, there are
brethren preparing a Spanish edition First
Volume. Soon, this will be available on-line
and in hard copy for the many active responses
from these countries.
A small portion of these statistics include
visits by Bible Students. Although there is
no way to determine that number, clearly,
the percentage of those not connected with
the Bible Students has to be high, considering the rate of personal response coming in.

Billboard Advertising
At a busy intersection in Columbus, Ohio, a
billboard advertising "Why Does God
Permit Suffering," was displayed from
January 15 through February 17. A free
publication and the ecclesia' s toll free
telephone number was offfered. At a cost of
$800.00, the ad received 47 literature
requests and several second responses.
Many people called on their cell
phones as they traveled past
the billboard. On the final
week of the ad, the poster began
to tear in the corner and pull
down—the company has agreed
to put up the same ad at the cost of
production ($150.00) in a different
location near a hospital.

Toll-Free Phone
Brethren who have successful toll-free
numbers took great care in picking a
number that spelled out something simple to
remember. We have found a 40 to 50%
response rate by phone versus write-in
response for tracts and a 50 to 60% response
rate to newspaper ads. The cost is about
$5.00 a month service fee when added to an
existing line, plus about ten cents a minute.

Newspaper Ad, "Why God
Permits Suffering"
The Central Ohio class continues to be
excited at the number of responses received
from this ad [reported in the Winter 1999
Bible Students Newsletter]. The latest use of
the ad (4.25" X 7") was in the West Palm
Beach press after a student killed his teacher
by shooting him in the face. The region was
devastated at the tragic loss of a favorite
teacher, but also bewildered that a model
student was to blame. The tragedy received
national attention, and a quick check on the
Internet to find local newspapers provided
the means to reach these grieving people
with a comforting Truth message. The ad
generated 112 requests for the booklet And
God Cried (available from the New

Brunswick Ecclesia) and many second
responses at an insertion cost of about
$640.00.
A newspaper ad emergency fund for
immediate response to such tragedies as
above has been set up in the ecclesia through
the help of the Divine Plan Foundation.
Ecclesias with limited budgets or physical
resources are encouraged to contact the
Central Ohio Ecclesia for details.

Literature Racks
One of the local area libraries has offered the
Central Ohio class a literature rack at the
entrance of the library. The End Times is
often taken, while other fliers and sales
magazines are passed by. About 25 copies
are taken per week. Store, restaurant, airport
and library entrances usually have racks
with vacant slots and it is easy to place one
or two End Times on the way in – these are
often taken by the time we leave the
building. A recent call from a very interested
airport limo driver proved the success of this
endeavor.

Four-color tracts bring large response

Funeral Home Literature Boxes
Several funeral homes have allowed us to
place in their entrances literature boxes with
the new rose design obituary folders
(available through Bible Students
Publications in Chicago). Plain wooden
recipe boxes with the lid removed and a
portion of the obit folder pasted on the front
are attractive. Not many folders are taken, so
it is easy to service these bi-monthly.

Shopping Mall Witness
A local area mall has a Community Day three
times a year where local non-profit groups
are encouraged to share their ideas. The
brethren have enjoyed the opportunity of
placing hundreds of pieces of literature and
videos with mall shoppers. The table
displays a variety of Truth materials and a
large front banner stating, "Bible Study
Materials." Although midweek mall traffic
is slow, those who do stop, often engage in
stimulating conversation and fill their free
literature bags with purchased and free
materials. We have expanded this concept to
a local flea market.

Videos in Public Libraries
Truth videos have been placed in public
libraries throughout the Central Ohio area.
The class has received a phone call
responding to the Great Pyramid video from a
man who was thrilled with the message. He has
requested a great deal of literature and has met
with a few of the brethren from the class.

Clear Door Handle Bags
Because of the privacy homeowners are
demanding these days, it is becoming harder
to tract. Weekly shopping guides, which
come in "The Bag", are common, and this
method of hanging a bag from the mailbox
or door handle seems more acceptable to
occupants. The brethren have found a local
supplier who provides clear plastic door
handle bags for about 1.6 cents each. To
order, contact Packaging and Handling
Supplies Co., (614) 274-0266 and ask for
their 9.5" x 15" door handle bags.

Audio Cassette Witness
The cassette is as inexpensive as a booklet,
yet more inviting to some who are
short of time. People can pop
the tape into their car player,
and listen to a Truth message
while on their way to work. Side
One, Thy Kingdom Come,
contains selections from the
writings of the Pastor on the
beauties of the Kingdom woven
together with soft music behind the
message. Side Two, Why God Permits
Evil, contains a message of comfort.
This unique form of witnessing has been
an encouraging opportunity for the
brethren. The one giving the tape usually
requests that it be returned, thereby
affording an opportunity to ask if the person
enjoyed the message.

Cable Station Programs
The local community access cable station in
the Columbus, Ohio area has provided two
free time slots per week to air hour-long
Truth programs. The class has used The
Great Pyramid, For This Cause, Israel:
Appointment with Destiny and The Messiah

videos with an advertisement tag on the end
of each with the beautiful kingdom message.
The toll-free number of the Ecclesia is also
shown at the end of the program. Usual
response is between two or three calls per
showing with very encouraging
discussions. This works out to an average of
260 calls per year at little expense and effort.
For further details on any of these efforts,
contact the Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Telephone: (614) 882-2126.
E-mail address: GospelPlan@aol.com
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"The harvest is abundant, but the reapers are few..." Matt. 9:37 Weymouth
For undaunted courage and zeal, the
Baltimore (MD) Area Ecclesia deserves
high marks. Year after year, their display
table with background Chart of the Ages
may be placed on the lawn or in the parking
lot of the University's campus. But "no
matter," they say "we can show and speak
the Truth in any location."
The activities engaged in by
this small Ecclesia are impressive. Ed.

The Baltimore Area Ecclesia is
small in numbers (five consecrated) but we have been involved
in numerous Harvest activities. We
feel very blessed and privileged
for the many opportunities the
Lord has given us to spread His
Word to the world. We hope that
other ecclesias, especially those
not large in numbers, will be encouraged to have similar Truth
witness activities. The blessings
received are enormous!

Tabernacle Model Shown
Once a year we setup a table filled with Truth
literature in a local Baltimore area shopping
mall. This past year we had the Lundquist
Tabernacle model on our table which
provided favorable discussions revolving
around the display. Due to mall rules, we

were not able to sell anything; however, 18
Tabernacle Shadows were given out along
with many free booklets and tracts. A total of
15 names were added to our existing mailing
list.

Community Day Fair

Annually, we participate in the Newark
Community Day's Fair held on the
University of Delaware campus. We have a
large Chart of the Ages as the backdrop for
our booth, along with a table filled with a
variety of tracts, booklets, and other Truth
items. A large amount of free literature is
distributed and an average of seven First
Volumes are sold. A number of visitors to our

booth comment that they remember seeing
us from year to year at the Fair.

Miscellaneous Advertising
We have also had numerous mailings of
various tracts to either local zip code listings
and/or our class mailing list. This has
included the Messiah and For
This Cause video cassette
advertisements. We also utilize
our local newspapers to send out
tracts to the obituary listings, and
from this effort we regularly
receive requests for the "Comfort
and Consolation" booklet. In
addition, a Newsletter that is
published by the Oakland County
Ecclesia is sent to our mailing list.
This enables a smaller class like
ourselves to take advantage of
their bulk mailing rate.
Although newspaper ads can
be costly, we have been privileged
to place a few ads in local papers (e.g.,
offering the Israel: Appointment With Destiny video in a Jewish paper). We have received responses to our newspaper ads and
mailings. In addition, we tract, make telephone and door to door followups, and we
have placed Truth videos in local libraries.

"...As ye go, preach...The Kingdom of heaven is at hand..." Matt. 10:7
The Wilmington Chesapeake City Ecclesia
in Delaware is the fruitage of the life-long
labors of Br. Peter and Sr. Myrza Kolliman.
In Br. Russell's day, Sr. Myrza was growing up in her father's home which was a
haven for colporteurs and their home in turn
became a home for colporteurs coming and
going. Br. Peter, consumed with zeal for
preaching the coming Kingdom, imbued
every member of the ecclesia with the same
burning need to let the light shine out upon
the darkness.
Although some activities are less suc-

cessful than before, these brethren continue
to be zealous in every way possible to further
the interests of the Kingdom. Ed.

The Wilmington Chesapeake City
Ecclesia continues to advertise in the
Freebies magazine publication. This is a
national magazine and we run an ad in the
Bulletin Board section for "How To Study
the Bible Booklet." The responses have
averaged about 35 per month, but we have
noticed in the last six months or so a decline
in that number. At the same time we have
noticed a decline in the number of

@MED
f Ho shams our sulfating... Why Does God
Permit Evil that Miliaria Sulfating

Bus Poster

subscribers to Freebies and wonder if that
can be attributed to the vast use of the
internet.
We also tried using an interior bus poster
ad in our Dart buses in New Castle County.
It was an ad for the booklet "And God Cried".
The response for the three months was
between 40 and 50 requests. The posters
were in 140 buses that traveled around New
Castle County.
Currently a sister in our class is contacting
prisons and asking to place a set of volumes
in the prison library. Several have been
placed to date and currently there is
permission for four more sets.
We mail a monthly newsletter to over
3500 names (10 issues a year). The large
amount of names is due in part to the great
response to the Freebies ad over the past five
years. Our class also does obituary
mailings.We are finding it increasingly
difficult to obtain addresses.
We thank the Lord for these many
opportunities and "daily pray for the harvest
work and the brethren as co-laborers in that
work everywhere".
See Harvest next page
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Harvest From page 5
"Thou hast given a banner to them that fear thee, that it may be displayed because of the truth."Psa. 60:4
The Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia, in
compiling its account for this article chose
to describe first its fair booth activities of
the past twenty years. Ever mounting
numbers of Volume I are sold and all are
followed up by telephone. The momentum
generated by this pace over the years
displays an enduring zeal for witnessing
within the Ecclesia. Other activities no less
stimulating are given in their report. Ed.

"Neither our duties nor our privileges are
wholly measured by our own abilities. A
proper faith in the Lord permits us to realize
his omnipotent power, and that if he be with
us, for instance in the distribution of spiritual food to the hungry, the little of means
and ability and opportunity at our disposal
may be so blessed as to accomplish marvelous things. Indeed, have we not this very
experience today in connection with the
spread of the harvest message? Out of the
little of means and talent, opportunity and
ability, what God hath wrought! How many
have been fed and are being fed!" R2644

Over 500 Volumes have been sold in the past
five years; two follow-up studies have resulted and a handful of individuals have
come out to class studies.
"A lesson impressed over and over while
colporteuring is that God is no respecter of
persons. For example, after climbing onto a
porch and taking in the entire contents of the
living room at a glance (a motor cycle and a
large snake in a glass container), the natural
inclination would have been to tract the
door and quickly move on. But by the Lord's
grace, we knocked, were let in, given a seat,

Fair Booth Efforts
The Oakland County Ecclesia places
between one and two thousand First
Volumes (New Brunswick paperback
edition) each year, using the various fair
booth efforts which follow: Michigan State
since 1980; Wayne County 1991-95;
Jackson County, co-sponsored with the
Jackson Ecclesia since 1992 and Warren
City since 1998.
These fairs are class highlights. We find
the experiences both stimulating and educational. It is a way to keep in touch with the
thinking of the public, and our own thoughts
on sharing the truth. We like to think of it as
stationary colporteuring. In the early years
Br. Doug Melville demonstrated how to use
sales techniques to effectively approach
people. Brethren have tailored this presentation over the years to feel comfortable witnessing at the booth. Five brethren are meeting with the class as a result of these or other
fair booth efforts.

One of the booklets sponsored by the Ecclesia

Colporteuring

and had a marvelous conversation. After
selling the Volume to this large bearded man
he assured me that he had a great interest in
the Bible and that he would read the book.
"Seeking the final feet members in this
way will also develop in us a sympathy and
love for our fellowman as he groans and
desires this better day that we know to be
God's kingdom on earth. Our zeal to see
God's blessed purposes established will no
doubt increase as we take advantage of witness opportunities such as these."

Br. Dan Monette has perfected a
colporteuring schedule that is both efficient
and effective. Weather permitting, he
colporteurs between the hours of 4:30 - 6:30
p.m.—sometimes for only 15 minutes,
sometimes for an hour or more. This is the
time when people are most likely to be home.
He uses a presentation similar to the fair
booth approach. He writes:
"Colporteuring, as in earlier years of the
Harvest, is still a profitable method of providing truth for hungry and thirsty seekers.

The ecclesia has also sponsored the "Divine
Plan Program" in the area, on both public
and cable television stations. Over the years,
three brethren directly and five indirectly
are the fruitage of these programs.
The class is involved also in mailing
"Hope" booklets and comfort folders to
obituary survivors, tracting, various public
meetings, putting literature regularly in
laundromats, used book stores, and funeral

Other Witness Efforts

homes. In fact, one consecrated sister has met
with the class for about 10 years whose first
contact with the Truth was finding a "Comfort and Consolation" booklet that had been
left on a table at the local health food store.
This demonstrates to us the Lord is pleased
to bless even our smallest efforts to serve
him.
The class had one billboard displaying
"What is this World Coming To?" and ads
have been placed in newspapers and magazines such as: Biblical Archeology Review,
Bible Review, Grit, Popular Mechanics and
American Health. Among these ads the best
response came from a one inch ad in the
American Health magazine offering the First
Volume at $1. The ad cost about $300 and
we received over 150 responses. Commercial time was purchased on a local TV station, and also TV time to broadcast For This
Cause on Palm Sunday.
Some write follow-up letters to out-ofstate and out-of-country names on the class
response list to stimulate further interest. To
encourage these follow-up efforts a brother
developed a correspondence course going
through the First Volume and "What is this
World Coming To?"
Recently the class newsletter was changed
to an illustrated format which has improved
its response rate. Some of our newsletter
subjects include: The Tabernacle, Thousands of Demons Infest Earth's Atmosphere,
Finding the Lost Bible, The Bible Millennium, End Time Prophecy, The Great Pyramid, The Wonderfully Awesome Responsibility of Christian Parenting, Are You Saved?
In another effort, sets of Volumes were
donated to many libraries in the metropolitan Detroit area.
An ecclesia phone number has been listed
in the Yellow Pages under "Nondenominational Churches" for many years now. Over
the years many opportunities to witness have
opened up when people call to inquire about
the ecclesia's doctrinal position.
For years the Ecclesia has wanted a web
page and within the last year the Lord has
provided a new brother to do one. This has
opened a new avenue of service.
(www.BibleToday.com ) Many ecclesias
have found this to be an excellent way of
"casting a wider net" into remote countries
at little expense. The class has received
responses from about 25 countries, including China, India, Africa, and Korea.
Last, but not least, is the telephone followup work to encourage those previously contacted. Here, again, Br. Doug Melville was
instrumental in organizing this activity. As a
result, either directly or indirectly, ten brethren have made consecrations to the Lord.

Many have been the class extension studies with new interest over the years as a
natural outgrowth of all the foregoing.

Witnessing Efforts in India
The Bible Students Newsletter has
published several articles about the ongoing witness efforts by Br. Varma and
others in India. The Ecclesia has set up a taxdeductible fund to coordinate contributions
to these efforts. Contributions should be
made to Oakland County Bible Students —
India Fund. This fund is used to sponsor hall
rentals and other public meeting expenses
such as advertising and printing of flyers;
shipping of witness materials and study
literature such as First Volumes, sets of
Volumes, booklets and tracts; refurbishing
of an existing hall needed for follow-up
meetings in Bangalore.
As a result of these various public meetings in scattered cities thousands of people
have heard the Truth on various subjects
such as: The Trinity, Hell, Immortal Soul, the
Two Salvations, The Resurrection, The Ransom, The Bible Millennium, etc. Several of
these meetings have been sponsored by
churches until the doctrinal views were better understood. But, by that time, there were
enough interested in the truths already heard
that many individuals continued attending
follow-up meetings, in spite of church opposition.

Publications
The Ecclesia sponsors three booklets in
English: "How to Study the Bible and Have
it Make Sense" ($.15 each); "Church Union
and the Antichrist: The Ecumenical
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Movement in God's Plan" ($.15); The
Doctrine of Christ ($.50). Two papers are
also available: "Tips on Fair Booth
Witnessing"; "Telephone Follow-up
Hints."
It has been our privilege also to sponsor
the printing of witness materials for use in
Romania and Moldova. The Romanian literature can be used in both Romania and
Moldova, but the Russian literature is printed
strictly for use in Moldova, since it is in
Moldovan Russian.
Romanian
"The Establishment of the Kingdom" is the
last two chapters of Volume IV made into a
booklet. This booklet is being used in
Romania and Moldova. Recently a new
"old" ecclesia has come in contact with the
brethren in Moldova by finding their
address on one of these booklets.
"Jehovah's Footstool Made Glorious" is
the last chapter of Volume IV made into a
smaller booklet. It is more suitable for use by
Br. Galis, particularly, who travels extensively on witness excursions throughout the
country, and requested something lighter to
carry.
"And a Little Child Shall Lead Them..."
tracts, translated into Romanian from the
same tract in English, available from the
Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio.
The Ransom Tract, translated into Romanian from the same tract in English, available from the Bible Students' Publications
press in Chicago.
The Rose Comfort Folder, translated into
Romanian from the same tract in English,
available from the Bible Students' Publications press in Chicago

STABINIREA
IMPARATTEI

DUMN
Romanian: "The Establishment of the Kingdom"

Russian
"The Establishment of the Kingdom" is
the same booklet as was listed in Romanian.
"The Permission of Evil and its Relation
to God's Plan" is the chapter from Volume I
of the same title.
"What Say the Scriptures About Hell" is
now undergoing revisions and will probably match most closely the text from the
"Where Are The Dead?" booklet available
from the Chicago Bible Students.
Over the years as a natural outgrowth of
all the foregoing, there have been many class
extension studies with new interests.

"Holding forth the word of life..." Phil. 2:16
The reports of throngs of people attending
Br. Varma's public meetings have been
thrilling to read. We rejoice that so many in
India have heard Present Truth and
rejoiced in it, if only for a time.
But the greatest thrill came with the news
of the new ecclesia formed recently in
Vellore—thirty five brothers and sisters.
Although these have suffered the frowns
and rebuffs of Christendom, the truth about
God survived the test.
Here is the story in detail. Ed.

A New Ecclesia in India
For a year now, the follow-up meetings in the
five cities of Vellore, Penukonda,
Anathapur, Proddatur and Bangalore have
been going on regularly. With the other
brethren of the ecclesia in Bangalore, Br.
Varma expresses thankfulness for all these
opportunities in the harvest field especially

for the new ecclesia established in Vellore
about 120 miles east of Bangalore where his
home ecclesia is located.

Eagles Gathered in Vellore
One year of Bible study climaxed yesterday
with the formation of the Vellore Bible
Students Ecclesia! It is so dramatic but true.
About 35 continued to come. After the study
in which Rev.18:4 was pointed out, the
majority of them voted to have the meetings
henceforth on Sunday mornings. Some of
them had stopped going to their churches
awhile back as they found out the difference
between truth and error. They were actually
waiting for this decision. They have
requested me to lead them as an ecclesia and
establish them in all things. Our first Sunday
meeting was August 27 when five of us drove
(about 260km) to Vellore for the formal start
of the ecclesia. It is one of the happiest days

since the harvest work began. We will plan
to include Volume study on Sundays and
various brethren will be sent to strengthen
them in future.
About 20 of them were actually able to
attend. The rest have asked for time to settle
some matters before joining. But that itself
is a big number for us who are a "little flock."
In one year 20 brought to the marvelous
Truth! It was so wonderful. They left Babylon
and all its honors and comforts to be with a
small group because of the Truth. Only the
"eagles" were attracted to the "body" of
present Truth and nothing could keep them
from traveling towards it.
One brother submitted his resignation to
his post as the vice president of the church in
the town called Gudiyathum. He told them
all the main truths and said that he was going
because he found the Truth. It seems the
See Harvest next page
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whole church wept because he was leaving.
He has invited all interested to come and join
him or to come to his house to listen to the
wonderful truths.
The family that has given us the school to
conduct meetings and now the Sunday meetings were very happy too to come out of
Babylon and to have a fellowship with those
who knew the Truth. There are five members
in the family. The sister who lost her son a few
weeks ago was there with her husband and
her brother that are also very zealous for the
truth. One ex-reverend was very happy to be
with this small company of brethren. There
are also about three or four other couples that
are very, very zealous and want to do their
best to take the Truth to others. Some young
and some retired are there to do the various
works in the ecclesia.
I just had a quick review of the past year
in which the Lord helped us to meet so
regularly and told them that this was not the
only ecclesia, but that there are so many like
this in the whole world. I told them how
various brethren from near and far have
helped and prayed daily for them. They were
very encouraged to hear that. The brother
who started the service with a hymn said very
humbly, "This is the first cry of a just-born
infant". Afterwards another brother prayed
and thanked the Lord for bringing them from
such confusion to this clear knowledge of
the Truth. There were two testimonies. Afterwards an elderly brother suggested my name
to be the chairman and asked whoever was
willing to raise their hands. Every single
member present raised the hands. I reminded
them of the great shepherd which is above us
all and said a few things from the Sixth
Volume. Please pray that the Lord may give
me more of his spirit so that I may be faithful
to him.
I spoke the first sermon of the Ecclesia. It
was a continuation from where we had left in
the study in the book of Revelation, about
the 24 elders that were enthroned and
crowned. After a hymn and a prayer, the
service ended. All were very happy. And we
had a photo together and it made us so happy
to be together as one body with one faith and
one hope. We rushed back to Bangalore and
reached just in time for the follow-up meeting in English. More than 40 were present
and the subject was "the seed."

The Truth, a Sharp Sickle
Two years back I had started to go to Vellore
and Katpadi. I was going every week to teach
about 10 sisters in three small meetings. But
since we had our public meeting last year,
more than 100 started attending the regular
meetings. It has finally come down to 35. It
is worth all the effort. Now these brethren
will start witnessing to many more others in
different places. We had more than 50

different classes covering all the important
doctrines. I can confidently say that "I have
not shunned to declare all the counsel of
God." Acts 20:27
The Truth is really a sharp sickle. Some
left after being told that the soul is not
immortal. Others, after being taught that the
Bible "hell" is not eternal torment. And
some others, after hearing that the trinity is
not true. But all those who continued did so
because they valued the Truth above every
thing else. I was surprised that one man
disappeared after we mentioned that the
taking of titles was not Scriptural. He was a
Reverend! But another independent pastor,
who also used that
title, came and
made an announcement before all that henceforth he was not a
"Reverend," but
would like to call
himself a brother.
See the difference!
Even as there
were those who
were offended as
truth after truth was
presented, there
were also those
who were absolutely delighted
with it. Some were
so impressed with
the Truth that at
different stages,
they felt like literally coming and
falling prostrate
before us! It was
just like John
wanted to before
the angel who
showed him the
visions—or like
those who wanted
to hero-worship Br. Russell during his day.
We immediately showed them that it was the
Truth, and from the heavenly Father who is
only worthy of all praise. We are mere dust
whom he has chosen by the merit of our
Lord's great sacrifice. One of them who felt
like that is a well-educated, foreign-returned
gentleman who also said that he was waiting
for this kind of truth for so many years. He
was doubtless very deeply touched.
One brother, Rajendran, who is suffering
from great weakness because cerebral hemorrhage used to come in spite of the difficulties. His greatest sorrow was that there were
so few utilizing such wonderful teaching.
One sister who was expecting a baby used to
come very regularly, and when her due date
for delivery came close, she would say,
"Brother, I may not be able to attend for some

time and I feel I will be losing much. But pray
for me!" It so happened that next week and
the week next to that also she was not delivered and she was able to attend. She used to
say that she was looking forward for the
message coming next more than for the coming baby. Somehow I used to feel some kind
of fear that something might go wrong. Next
week she delivered a stillborn baby! It was a
great disaster, just when they were learning
so many truths which others were calling
false teaching and so on. Many others felt
that it was a chastisement from God for going
after false teaching. I was thinking what
might happen to her, her husband and her
brother who were also very zealous for the

Brethren of the new eccl,

Truth. But I was so amazed to see their
confidence in the Truth. Even though she
was in great pain and sorrow, she was back to
the meeting the next week. Nothing was able
to shake them from the Truth.
Another sister who is the manager of a
large leather factory is a regular student and
was very happily receiving the Truth. Years
before her adopted son had become totally
blind and after much prayer had been "miraculously healed." In one class I said that
the devil might put some hindrance on our
path, but that we must not be shaken from our
faith. The very next week her son started
getting severe pain in both the eyes! It was
such a trial for her. But she stood fast in faith
and he was better. Next week she came to the
meeting and we were happy that the Lord did
not permit her to be shaken. Some circum-

stances like these show that the devil is
really trying to hinder the witness work, but
the Lord will not permit more than what is
necessary and will make all "work together
for good."
There are four pastors who have fully
accepted the truth. Some are coming from
other towns and have started teaching the
truths that they learn here to their congregations. But there are oppositions from other
elders in the churches, which make circumstances hard for them. One of them was being
paid for taking care of a church, but after
accepting the Truth has to look for a new job
now so that he can freely teach what he
believes.

!sia in Vallore, India
These brethren need a lot of encouragement and guidance. We are planning to have
a convention in Bangalore on 10th of September and invite all those brethren so that
they may see and get to know other Bible
Students here.

Some Wheat in Penukonda
We were having studies in a small church
with about 50 attending. I had thought that
the whole church might come to the Truth—
since it is a independent church and because
the pastor was very keen in learning the
Truth. But after the class on trinity in June,
there was a virtual split in the church. One
popular elder led the majority to boycott my
class. Some who were very happy to hear the
Truth were hindered because of the fear of
elders. The pastor and a few elders were for

the Truth but everything was getting very
messy. Then we thought it best to move the
meeting from the church building to another
place to avoid unnecessary commotion. Just
then, two people offered their homes for the
class! I chose one, which was convenient,
and ever since we have been having it there.
About 10 people including the pastor are
attending in spite of the threat of being
removed from the church.
Among them is one science graduate,
who is a teacher from a town about 50km
away. He is so zealous that he has not missed
a single meeting from the beginning. He
comes wherever I go to learn more. I have
given him the Volumes and he has started
giving studies in
his hometown. He
gets a small salary
and used to take
private tuition to
get some more
money. But now he
has stopped the tuition so that he may
study the Volumes
in that same time.
Last week he came
to my hotel room
at 10:00 p.m. and
wanted me to explain about second
coming of Christ!
He could not understand easily
from reading himself. We discussed
till late night and
he was very happy
after that discussion. I think going
to Penukonda was
especially for that
one soul thirsting
and hungering for
the Truth. But there
area few others too
who are very happy to know the Truth. One
family, it seems, fasted and prayed in tears
when the church elders decided to stop my
class in the church!
What I find everywhere is that the percentage of tares is very great compared to the
wheat. But how much separation we have to
do before we could get that grain of wheat
out to the barn! There are lot of disappointments too. Because many whom we think are
interested drop out one by one as they find
the Truth to be different. Our hopes are raised
only to crash. In Penukonda when we started
our first open-air meeting, all the people of
the church showed so much interest. Many
wanted to take photographs with us and
wanted to sit on the right and left for the
group photo. But after several months they
would not want us to step into their town!
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But then, we understand that a lot of things
are not in our hands. We are just to do our
duty. It is the Lord who will do the rest. How
encouraging to think that the Lord knew of
all this at the beginning itself because he
said, "Many are called, but few are chosen"
and also that his flock is a "little flock."

Home Offered in Anathapur
We had five follow-up meetings in
Anathapur. Even though the attendance is
less—about 20— among them there are very
zealous persons. Last week we discussed the
2nd and 7th chapters of Daniel. After the
meeting, one of the brothers offered his
home for conducting our meetings. Till now,
we had to pay much for the hall. So, they are
slowly realizing the importance of the
studies.

Discussion on "Parousia" in
Proddatur
We had five meetings in Proddatur also. I am
going on alternate Fridays since we stopped
the full-day meeting. The numbers of people
are about 45 now. But we are happy to see
that there are some who are coming regularly
for one year. We discussed the antichrist and
the seven churches in the last two classes.
One sister, who was quite regular stopped
coming after the antichrist subject. She
happened to be the sister of the present
Bishop of the C.S.I church!
I was very happy when one gentleman
who is very regular showed me an old copy
of the Bible Student's Question Book, which
he had purchased some 25 year ago! It seems
he had it all these years and could not understand much of it. But recently he happened
to see it and it makes so much sense to him
now. The name of Br.Gilbert was on the
book. He is gone, but his work is still there.
So, I was very much encouraged. Nothing
that we do for the Truth will be wasted.
On September 1 a full day meeting in
Proddatur is planned. It is a general holiday
and all will be able to attend. We are planning to discuss our Lord's "parousia." An
interest in the brethren's prayers are always
appreciated.

About 100 Every Week in
Bangalore
Since the first week in June, we have been
having continuous follow-up meetings in
Bangalore. Till now we had about 30
meetings in three languages! Saturday's
meeting is in Tamil, Sunday's in English,
and Monday's in Kannada. Altogether
about 80 people are attending regularly.
There are about 35 in the Tamil class, about
35 in the English class and about 10 in the
Kannada class.
Here it is just like Vellore with a great
number of educated people. The Bangalore
See Harvest next page
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Immersion Memory Testimonies
Given at Piqua, Ohio in 1998, we consider these testimonies to be
historic documents, they have been printed in previous issues of the
Newsletter as we had space available. They are concluded here. Ed.

"Can I Really Do It?"
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia:

"...Br. Ed [Winske] mentioned that we were immersed together.
[However,] I had become interested in the Truth before him. I loved
the Truth and I could not see how anything else made sense, but there
was something about that commitment—"beheading." That is a
pretty serious thing! I thought about consecration for over a year, and
how the Lord could really be drawing me. I thought, 'Can I really do
it?' You can think about that forever and never really can do it. It is
only until you let the Lord do it that you are able. Well, my brother
Ed zoomed along and consecrated and was going to be immersed at
the Jackson convention. I thought about how I had already read
through the Volumes and loved the Lord so much. It was just that
extra push I needed to make the commitment...I think it is an
illustration of how the Lord supplies. If it wasn't for my brother, I
might still be waiting and thinking, 'Can I really do it?' I am very
thankful for that."
"What Else is There?"
Br. Duane Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia:

"...Around 1976, Sr. Judy and I were on our way to Jackson where we
were immersed. We did not discuss immersion with each other, so we
had no idea the other was going to go through with it until the
immersion service. Br. Dom Destro gave the message. I remember it
so well because he was so enthusiastic, and it just flowed right out
into the audience. Then, there was a tremendous love feast. It seemed
like there were thousands of people there, and they all had scriptures
for us! It was an evening that lasted forever.
"We got the Truth through Grandmother Cramer whom I remember when she was in her nineties—she always had a book in her hand.
I remember people saying that when she would clean house, she
always had a Volume or hymnbook in her hand. That impressed me
because she was apparently serious about that. The Truth came to my
dad and mother through her. The Truth was always extremely logical
to me, and that was the second impression it made.
"I can remember our first service when Randall and I were about
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crowd is very encouraging. They are quite
zealous and open minded. Some of them
have such unbelievable interest. One sister
who was visiting Bangalore attended one of
our meetings in the Shivajinagar Ground
and she decided to stay herself in Bangalore
till the one-year Bible study will finish. She
is from Andhra Pradesh. One elderly man
who has undergone a major heart surgery
comes up to the second floor three times a
week! He wants to attend the studies in all
the three languages so that he might understand perfectly!
From bus driver to bank manager—all are
there! There are many evangelists and pastors. The Lord is gathering his elect from the
"four winds, from one end of the heaven to
the other" by his "trumpet." Sometimes he
gathers in such wonderful ways. Some were
impressed by attending just one meeting.

seven years old. The sisters must have all worn big hats then because
that is all I can remember. We were given water pitchers, and that was
our job. There was a lot of warmth there that I appreciated. And that
left me with another impression that I think eventually helped me
to form my opinions. So I have been very grateful to various ones
through the years. I remember when Mother was trying to get me
interested without making it obvious, the Seven-in-One was lying
on the table when I stopped in from work. She said something about
it, and I said, 'Well, I could read something like that probably in a
week or two.' She never said a word. And I am still reading it and still
reading it. It will be a long time learning everything in that Sevenin-One! The final clincher was after a meeting one day in Connellsville.
Sr. Helen Johnson was there. I had not consecrated yet, and she said,
`What else is there?' And boom! That was it, that little question. And
I had known that for years. It all then worked out beautifully. We are
thankful for the rekindling of these memories..."
What Great Things we Must Suffer
Br. Laddie Stewart, Central Ohio Ecclesia:

"...My path to immersion started when I was very young. My mother
was what I call 'a Bible Student's Bible Student.' She loved to study
and make notes. (I would love to have her notes today.) We were very
poor. But my mother wanted to go to Bowling Green to the
convention— it was important to her. So we went to Bowling Green.
My father did not care too much for the Truth. He went there and
pretended. Well, in 1952, my father decided to take a different road
and go elsewhere. That left an impression on me. In 1954, my mother
died of cancer, and that left another impression on me. During these
years, I began to want the Truth very much. I spent a lot of my time
going to Detroit and to conventions, trying to get Bible studies
among the young people started. In 1956, I graduated from high
school, got a job, bought a car. I wanted a car so that I could go to
conventions. The first convention was the General Convention in
Bloomington. I blew an engine on the way and was left stranded.
Another impression was left on me...there was no question in my
mind that we were going to that convention. I was going to be
immersed! Within ten minutes, Br. Walter Blicharz came to make a
turn. He saw me there and said they would take us to the convention.
I had been told by my mother that this was a covenant of sacrifice

Some are coming from very far places. It is
like the eagles that travel great distances to
get the strong meat.
Our hall has become a busy place. About
100 people come in every week. Many come
to have personal discussions. We are so
happy that the Lord is using us to do His great
work even though we are unprofitable servants.

New Door Opened in
Rajamundry
As it is written, "despise not the day of small
beginnings," so it is proved. A few months
back I used to go every day in the hot summer
sun to the other part of the city to study with
one elderly sister. After many classes her
husband joined. They were visiting their
sons here in Bangalore and would go back to
their native place very far off in Andhra
Pradesh to a city called Rajamundry. I gave

Continued on next page

some books and sent them. They returned
very shortly, just to study more! And then
again they went back and returned yet once
more. In fact they wanted to sell their
property there and come and settle down in
Bangalore just for the Truth! They have been
hearing so much nonsense in various
denominations that once they tasted the
Truth they knew the difference. But then we
thought, that if they come and settle here,
then how will the Truth go to their place?
So since then we were thinking of the
possibility of a public meeting in
Rajamundry. After much thought, this couple
have decided to host the public meeting in
their city. They want to take the whole responsibility and see that the Truth is taken
there! They have hired a hall with a capacity
of 1,000 people and the meeting will be for
four days from October 12-15. Please pray
for these efforts! ❑

and of experience. The Lord was going to impress that on me—I lost
my only asset, a car! But connected with that experience was the Lord
providing. I would have to say that if I summed up my entire path
to immersion, it was one of learning the lesson of what great things
we must suffer for his name's sake. And what a joy it is to suffer with
him!
"...I don't remember too much about my immersion. I am ashamed
to say that I don't even remember who was immersed with me. But
I do remember the one point, 'Are ye able to be baptized with the
baptism that I am being baptized with?' Those experiences have not
stopped, and I suppose they never will until we rest from our labors
and continue our work."
"Here I am, a Lump of Clay"
Br. Perry Robinson, St. Louis (MO) Ecclesia:

"...I was not raised in the Truth. None of my family had anything to
do with it. I did not have religion of any kind. In 1980, Sr. Kathi
started studying the Truth. I would come home and she would have
the Reprints and the Six-in-One out, so I would tell her, `All you do
is sit there and study those encyclopedias.' At the time I was a nuclear
codings engineer by day and a rock musician by night. I was mostly
interested in music. I just did the other because it paid the bills. All
of a sudden, because of her studying, I decided she was not fun
anymore. She changed. I noticed that change. From the Bible
Student perspective, that is a good change. From the worldly
perspective, it was no fun anymore. I would tell her, 'You better not
give any money to those people,' because my concept of religion
was money-getting schemes. She said, `They do not take up a
collection.' I said, 'Why not?' She said, 'We don't need it.' I said,
`Why not? How do you pay for your church building?' She replied,
`We do not have one."Well, why not?!' She said, 'We do not need
one. The Bible tells us we are supposed to be footstep followers of
Jesus, and he did not have one.' I thought that was a good answer.
Her answers would satisfy logic even though they were not
personally satisfying because I lost the arguments.
"In 1982,1 went to an Akron Convention. I bumped into Br. Harry
Grable. To me, he looked like someone who had no interest in the
Truth. He jumped out of his truck in blue jeans, and Sr. Violet had
a Sunday dress on. I thought, Well, that guy's wife dragged him here,
too! So at the end of the first day, I walked up to Br. Harry, and I said,
`You don't really believe all this stuff, do you?' He was as surprised
as I was, saying, 'I sure do!' He talked a lot about prophecy and how
1914 was predicted in Scriptures. After going back home, I went to
my first day at a new sales job with six weeks being out of town. I
found a Bible somewhere and the First Volume. I started reading
through the First Volume for five hours a night for six weeks. I would
write pages and pages of questions and bring them to Br. Ken
Williams on Saturday morning. We would discuss them. Then, I
would go to the meeting on Sunday. I was truthfully trying to find
a `catch' so they would all appreciate me for exposing it to them. But
after six weeks, I made a consecration to the Lord on the sixth floor
of the Carousel Hotel in Cincinnati, Ohio. I got down on my knees
and was crying. I did not even know how to pray because I had never
prayed before. I just told the Lord, 'Here I am, a lump of clay. Do with
me what you will!' That was January 13, 1983."
Coercion Leads to Search
Sr. Bernice Bushlus, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia:

"...I was brought up in the Catholic faith—to an extent—[but] I was
not really practicing it. By age 14, I started getting doubts and
questions in my mind. What really brought things to a head was my
older sister. We were going to mass, and we were stopped at the door
by an usher who said we had to donate money before we went in. I
was going to school and had no money and my sister was working—
it was the Depression. She said, `I will donate during mass.' And he
said we had to donate before going in. She replied, `This is not like
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a movie theater—this is for poor people.' But he did not care and
would not let us in. So we turned around and went home. There were
other complaints about the church that we discussed, but this was the
last straw.
"My mother had received a tract that drew her to a public talk in
the Lithuanian class. She loved the brethren and the Truth. We had
some brethren coming into the home studying with my mother. They
told my sister and me about the English classes in Chicago. So we
went and Br. Irving Foss spoke, giving a talk on the "bulls and the
goats"—which was certainly foreign to someone new! But we were
impressed with the brethren and the service. To make a long story
short, my sister was drawn quicker. She asked me to come to the
Memorial service. I really did not care to go—I had a headache and
found excuses. But I did go, and it was so beautiful I was crying,
comparing it to what I was used to in the Catholic church. There are
many things that happened in my life, trying experiences. My
husband was in the service and there was a lot of misunderstandings
for awhile. But I needed the experiences. They made me stronger in
the Lord and more determined than ever to hold fast to the Truth. I
have been appreciating it more as time goes on. My immersion was
in the Cicero class which was the first class having an immersion
shortly after I consecrated. I remember one incident. Sr. Hannah
Langer said, 'I knew you were going to consecrate.' I said, 'How did
you know?' She said, `Because you kept saying "we" instead of "I"
or "they."' I thought that was so nice. I did not even realize how I was
going along with the Truth. I appreciate the Lord, the Truth and the
brethren so much."
Four Truth Generations
Br. Dick Peddemors, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia:

"...I grew up in a family which was in the Truth with four generations
of relatives. But that did not affect me too much because I was pretty
worldly. I had interests of my own. I went through high school with
not too much interest in the Truth—but with a background in it. It
all came together one evening when two doors down the street, two
friends of mine who were married called me and said they were in a
bind. She said, 'Bob is not a Catholic, and I am—and I am pregnant.
He belongs to the Brethren Church, so we are in a real struggle here
about what is going to happen to our child.' Why they dragged me
into it, I have no idea. So I listened to this, even though I was more
interested in football and basketball than religion. Subsequently,
the Brethren minister came over, and they called me there to listen
to that. For two nights the Catholic priest came over trying to help
them sort all this out. They did not want the baby to go to hell or in
limbo or some other place. So I was listening to all this, and it just
did not make sense. I went home really confused. I wished they never
called me there, but in retrospect, it had to be the Lord's hand that
was waking up my mind. I struggled with that awhile, but questions
kept coming in my mind and did not know what to do about them.
"I finally talked with some of my relatives in the Truth, and they
were really encouraging. They kind of bribed me to coming to the
Piqua class on Sundays to listen to Br. Cliff Hewitt. I was bribed by
Mother saying, `That's really what I want for Mother' s Day.' How can
you turn that down? You don't! Cliff was very smooth. He could take
any Volume, pick out a place on any page and turn the paragraph into
a Chart talk. We could read three words and then go into a Chart talk.
So he gave me one that really got me going. In my `wisdom,' I thought
it sounded good but thought there has to be something wrong with
it. So, I would look up something really complicated in Revelation
that no one could make any sense out of. So, I would go with my list
of questions like that to Br. Hewitt' s house on Saturday morning.
Well, he sat down with me and would pull out a Volume, and within
seconds, he would have the paragraph he wanted. I consecrated
shortly after that in Detroit. Br. Raffel was the immerser. To show you
how fleshly I was at that time, he had to dunk me twice because I came
up! Pray for me as I pray for you." ❑
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Our Brethren Speak
"The spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue." 2 Sam. 23:2

Testimonies at Chicago, Illinois, May 27, 28
Traumatic Aftermath of Attacks
Sr. Susan Schultz, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia

"...As a lot of you know, I have gone through a very severe ordeal.
I was attacked almost two years ago by a vicious dog. I have had five
reconstructive surgeries on my leg. An attack is an attack, regardless
of whether it is an animal or person. It is a very, very hard ordeal to
get through...I know exactly what Br. Randy [Gowryluk] is going
through. It is after the healing process has begun that the trauma sets
in. It has been almost two years for me and my ordeal is not even close
to being over. I have had to start physical therapy and I still have the
legal issues to go through. I ask an interest in your prayers to maybe
get through it some day, and I also ask an interest in your prayers for
Br. Randy, because he is really going to need them for months to
come..."
Truth Transcends Distance
Br. "Benny" D. Theophilus Benjamin, Bangalore (India) Ecclesia

"...Greetings from all the brethren back home in India. They all love
you...God gave me a great opportunity as part of my work to bring
me to the United States, and it has been a very great blessing to be
meeting with the brethren. I am very thankful to you for that...It is
a surprising thing to know that we are a total of 12 hours away from
India and yet we have the same Truth and are sharing the same love.
To me it is a foretaste of what God's kingdom will be when you will
meet with all the people from all over the world who believe in God's
Word. I am sure you will keep all the brethren from India in your
prayers and we too remember you in our prayers..."
Gratitude Expressed for Loving Hearts
Sr. Marge Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia
"...I thank the brethren for their prayers, love, cards, phone calls—

and all the rest of it when Carl was having his problems. He had to
have a defibrillator put in. We appreciate all the love. Some of you
wrote such beautiful things—and your hearts were beautiful in every
case. We thank you all and may the Lord bless you..."
Pillars of the Truth
Sr. Martha Mull, Grand Rapids (MI) Ecclesia

"...When I think of the brethren who have touched my life—
sometimes in the long hours of the night—I think of the brethren near
and far that have been a part of my Christian experience. I was
immersed in Chicago many, many years ago by Br. Morehouse and
Br. Wylam. Those dear brethren are gone now, but what pillars of the
Truth they were. I was privileged to grow up in a class where we had
many pillars. I hate to say this, but I am one of the older ones in our
class now. The Lord has been so good to me. I do not get to a lot of
conventions, but there is not a day that I do not pick up some portion
of Truth and read it and try to stay close to the things that the Lord
has given us. My mother was one of these who went to see the Photo
Drama of Creation when it came into our city, and it was then that
she came into the faith. Some members of the family consecrated and
I was one of the privileged ones who saw the honor of becoming a
follower of Christ. It is my life. I love it and I thank you for this
convention..."
Falsely Accused as our Lord
Sr. Jan Gilbert, Janesville (WI) Ecclesia

"...I am a high school special education teacher. One day I had done
an initial presentation and was going to show a film. I turned the TV
and VCR on and I went to shut off the lights. Some of the students

were focused on the TV and had no idea where I was once I had shut
the lights off. I went over and stood at the back of the room and put
my hand down on a table. One of the students was getting nice and
comfortable and was going to nap during the film—he lay his head
inadvertently on my hand! I raised my hand and said, 'You cannot
sleep during class.' He went kind of berserk and accused me of hitting
him. We ended up in the principal's office and had a series of
meetings with his mother and principal, etc. He ended up being
pulled out of my class, but I continued to be accused by his family
of hitting him. One night at dinner I was relating all of this to Br. Tom
and the kids and I was thinking how unfair this was because it had
not been my intention at all—and I had not hit him. I suddenly
realized that our Lord was accused of all kinds of things and he said
nothing and he knew that he was innocent. Having that perspective
on it made me feel a whole lot better..."
A Rich Heritage of Truth
Br. Len Griehs, Delaware Valley (PA) Ecclesia

"...I want to express appreciation for all the brethren who have gone
before me. We have a rich heritage and there is a danger as we get
farther down in the [Gospel] age that we do not appreciate it. In this
changing society we have stability in that we know the Lord and the
Truth. I am a third-generation Bible Student and my mother always
made sure that we knew the Truth and that the Lord was there despite
the persecution she would suffer as a result of that. Ours was a split
home as my dad was Catholic...I know there have been so many
brethren who have done so much work for so many years, and we are
very fortunate to be able to inherit that and to be able to pass that
on..."
Truth Found After Long Search
Sr. Cynthia Balciunas, Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia

"..The Lord has given me a lot of courage in the last year. My whole
life I searched for something. I went to church after church and never
found happiness—and as a matter of fact, they turned me away from
the Lord for a long time. I thought I did not even want to know such
an evil God that puts us through these things and then sends us to
this torturing burning hell. Then I met the Lanes, who moved in next
to us. I got to talk with Sr. Charlene and she showed me some of the
pamphlets and I thought this was really something. It kind of
consumed me. I thought about it for a long time and then I wanted
to consecrate. It became very important to me. On May 23, 1999, I
consecrated and then on May 24th I was diagnosed with leukemia.
Had I not had the trust in the Lord at that time I could never have gone
through it. The love of the brethren with all the cards and letters
helped so much. I was in the hospital for a total of three months...It
was a very hard road and I had to ask myself lots of times, 'Why do
I have to go through this?' I know that I have been very short on
patience my whole life and this gave me a lot more patience and
strength and made me look at the world in a much better light. I hope
that if anybody is ever going through something like this they
remember that the Lord is with them. Every single day I lay in that
hospital bed I knew Jesus was with me because if not, I would not be
here now."
Testimonies at Ft. Worth, Texas, June 10
Like Israel Crossing the Red Sea
Br. George Wilmott, Ft. Worth (TX) Ecclesia

"...This has been a convention that we will never forget. We marvel
at your love in responding to come and be with us...We are grateful
that everything has worked out according to schedule even though

there have been some difficulties along the way. Nevertheless we
really feel that everything fell into place in connection with the
convention. I think the most marvelous manifestation of divine love
was yesterday afternoon when the heavenly Father provided such
wonderful weather and then a few minutes later it was pouring rain.
It was like Israel crossing the Red Sea. After they were across, the
waters closed in on the Egyptians. I think that this can be an
experience that all of us will remember through our walk in the
Narrow Way..."

"We Really are One Family"
Sr. Alice Scrivens, Hudson, Florida
"... I want to thank the Lord with all my heart for making it possible
for me to be here...I got a call from Sr. 0' Bryan; she wanted to come
to this convention and asked if I would please go with her. I thought
this was the Lord's leading. It is a great joy to be here with all of
you...My son took me to a convention in Orlando, Florida, for just
one day...and when we got through the convention he said, 'I did not
agree with everything but I liked some of the things I heard very
much. But I want to say one thing, Mother, I have never seen so much
love amongst Christian brethren as there is amongst your people.
You really are one family.' This is true, we really are..."
"Immersion Memories" at Fort Worth, Texas, June 11
Recalls Own at Son's Immersion
Sr. Ruth Wilmott, Ft. Worth (TX) Ecclesia
"...This day is, of course, one of very special memories...Today Br.
David symbolized that which took place on March 21... and he told
us both together. That was a joyous day! My own particular
immersion memories were 50 years ago...and I was 16 years old. Br.
Livermore, Sr., gave my baptismal talk, and he asked us to stand.
When he was asking the brethren the usual questions, he skipped me
every time! My heart just stopped—what do you do? One sister
spoke up and said, 'You are skipping Ruthie!' So I got all the
questions separately...Dear Br. Charlie Chambers was the one who
immersed me...."
Sunrise Immersion at Chatauqua
Sr. Rachel Hasty, Arab, Alabama
"...I was immersed on August 8, 1940, which is 60 years ago...I have
had a lot of trials through the years...In those days the Harvest was
going full steam ahead. There were 42 brethren immersed with me
at Chatauqua, a little resort that lies between Dayton and Cincinnati,
Ohio, on the Miami River. We were immersed in a pool at sunrise..."
Three in Family Immersed Together
Sr. Florence Niemyski, Northwest (IN) Ecclesia
"...I was immersed 55 years ago. Of course David was not there, but
his mother and father were. My sister, Ruthie, and I were the only two
to be immersed. Lo, and behold, when they asked if there was anyone
else, my brother-in-law came up and all three of the family were
immersed..."
Thanks to the Brethren
Br. David Wilmott, Ft. Worth (TX) Ecclesia
"This has been a very memorable day for me. The Lord's overruling
is very evident. I would like to express my thanks for the great effort
that was made by the brethren to come here...Thank you over and
over again—and I thank the Lord for this tremendous privilege."
The Lord Will Never Desert Us
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest (IN) Ecclesia
"...I recall that where we had the immersion in Gary was at the YMCA.
Br. Ray Krupa had the baptismal discourse. Three other brethren
were immersed (Br. Ray Harris, Br. Ted Trezciak and a woman who
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came in that day while the service was going on and was never seen
again)...It was a joyous occasion...Since that time some 'water has
gone over the dam,' you might say, and we have had a number of
experiences. But they have all been for building up our character.
One bit of advice that was given to me at my immersion was that the
Lord would never draw away from us. If there is any drawing away
it will be our drawing away from the Lord..."

The Divine Plan—Wonderful!
Br. Mark Tribble, Starkeville (MS) Ecclesia
"...Mine was not too long ago—five years ago at the l-0 Convention.
It was about six months previous to that when we had our first contact
with the Truth. We came out of the Nazarene Church and were
looking for something—the truth—and my wife had sent in for some
literature. The Wilmington brethren told us about the Gulfport
Convention and that Br. Doran was going to be there. We went down
there in March because everything I had seen so far was the best
ever...When we got there, I sat down next to a brother who happened
to be David Doran—I did not know him. He wrote me a note asking,
`Are you Mark Tribble?' I thought that these people are psychic
too...but I kept him up until midnight and every time I had a question
he would answer it! I got such a blessing and it just seemed like the
Lord filled me with the Truth and so I knew that I wanted to make
a consecration. I loaded up my truck and headed up to Ohio. I did
not know anybody—really only one or two brethren in the Truth—
but everybody was very accepting and so warm and loving that my
biggest immersion memory was that when I came away I was so
thankful to the Lord for bringing me into the Truth. I have been
thankful ever since for being called out of the darkness and given
an appreciation of the Divine Plan. He has blessed us with brethren
moving into the area—and continues to bless us and be very
gracious to us..."
Lord Overrules Turmoil for Good
Sr. Estelle Gill, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio
"...The Adversary was particularly busy on the day of our immersion.
We went to a little church that had a baptismal. My father and mother
came from Grand Rapids because my father was going to pull us out
if he thought this was a cult. All the brethren were standing outside
the church. Br. Edgar Buckley said, 'The church is not open and we
cannot find the deacon to let us in.' My father said, 'Let's leave and
get a cup of coffee.' When we came back there were no brethren and
the building was locked...
"As we were wondering what to do, Br. Tom Gilbert screeched
into the parking lot and came running up to the car saying, 'We forgot
to tell you that we are going over to the regular meeting hall and have
the discourse there.' At the hall, my dad sat right in the front row. Br.
Ralph Gaunt gave the discourse, and afterwards my father said,
`Well, I have to admit one thing, this man is very sincere.' At the
church while we were waiting to be immersed, I leaned up against
the steam pipe and burned the back of my leg. I was trying so hard
to keep my mind on the things of the Lord, and then the water we went
into must have been at least 90 degrees. My father cried during the
testimony meeting because he was so moved. The Lord can change
things around and make something that seems like turmoil and
despair to be a good thing...Afterwards we said, 'Lord, there is
nothing in our hands—please fill them.' Then the Wilmotts contacted us and we have been busy ever since and we are very thankful
for that..."
Attended Old Bible House in Pittsburgh
Br. Paul Balko, Waterbury (CT) Ecclesia
"...I was especially privileged as a young lad to go to the old Bible
House on 610 Arch Street in Pittsburgh—many, many times—to
attend the yearly conventions and the monthly fifth Sunday
See Brethren next page
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conventions. I was immersed in 1951, but I had consecrated a number
of years before. I have had many blessings throughout my life. The
Lord has been gracious. The first general convention I went to was
in 1944 at Chatauqua in an outdoor pavilion. If you were fortunate
enough to get a cottage, the sleeping arrangements were okay, but
I slept on a cot in the open-air pavilion and enjoyed it...My life has
been a total experience of thinking of the Lord and my commitment
to do his will, whatever it is and where he will lead me, I will follow..."

Found Truth Through "The Bible Answers"
Sr. Marguerite Shuck, Clinton (CT) Ecclesia
"...It has been 30 years since my immersion. We were immersed at the
YWCA with the reception at Br. and Sr. Suraci's home. Br. Tony
Latina gave the discourse and talked about the 'white stone'— a
very, very blessed memory! We have had a lot of blessed memories
since coming into the Truth. The way we came into the Truth is rather
interesting. I was watching the 'Bible Answers' television program
when we lived in West Virginia. I found it very different, but
interesting. I sent for a few magazines and the First Volume, which
I really enjoyed...I read it all the way through and kept asking for
more literature. Several years later we moved back to Connecticut.
I found on the back of The Dawn magazine the announcement of the
New Haven, Connecticut, Convention. I was trying to get George
interested in the meantime, but no response. I got in contact with
Anna May and Richard [Suraci] and invited them over for dessert.
They came and that was it! Some experiences have been rather fiery,
but the Lord has a way of working all things out for good..."
Strangers Coming Bring Untold Blessings
Br. George Shuck, Clinton (CT) Ecclesia
"...I remember in early November 1969, I came home from work one
evening and Marguerite said, `Honey, we have got company coming
this evening, but we do not know them.' My reaction to that was,
`What do you mean, we have company coming and we do not know
who they are?' Looking back on that occasion, this couple witnessed
to us. We liked what we heard, and we have been coming ever since.
We went to their convention in November and then the following
July we were immersed...Since that time, Sr. Marguerite and I have
been together with our trials and testings—but that goes with
consecration..."
Fear at Immersion Unfounded
Sr. Sandy Cothren, North Huntsville (AL) Ecclesia
"...I was immersed at my first convention in 1994. There were four
of us immersed that day: my mother and father, myself, and a sister
from Romania. I can remember Br. Bob Gorecki asking the series of
questions during the discourse: `Do you realize you are a sinner and
do you believe that Christ is your Savior?' ...and I was thinking, This
is a trick. He is going to ask me a question and then he is not going
to immerse me because I am going to answer it wrong! I remember
being very nervous and walking around the campus the night before
with my palms sweating because I knew it was a very serious
undertaking..."
Greek Brothers a Great Influence
Sr. Esther Balko, Waterbury (CT) Ecclesia
"...My immerser was Br. Martin Mitchell and there were 21 brethren
immersed with me at a Labor Day Convention in New York. My sister
Venice was one of them. Several brethren influenced my life. Br.
Seder, the only elder that the Waterbury class had for many, many
years, was very patient with the young people. We had studies from
The Dawn magazine. He kept it simple. When we got closer to our
teens, he said, 'Now you are going to go through the Volumes.' Br.
Kolliman and Br. Stamulus were also great influences—all Greeks.

They came to see my mother because she could only speak the Truth
to someone who was Greek themselves. Br. Kolliman wanted me to
come to the Dawn when I was 16 and said he wanted me to be his
secretary. He was only kidding but my mother said, 'Oh, no, she
cannot leave home!' I am very thankful for their help because this
Truth is precious and the older you get, the more precious it is..."

Testimonies at Hope, Indiana, June 17:
Testimony from the Internet
Sr. Sandy Chastain, Hope (IN) Ecclesia
"...I met a lady, Lorrie [Wyatt], from London, Ontario several months
ago on the Internet. We got to be such good friends that she wanted
to visit me and spent a weekend with me. As she was leaving, I gave
her some literature to read on the plane. She found the material
interesting so I sent her the 'Divine Plan.' As she needed help
understanding it, we started having studies on the phone. Lorrie was
raised in the Anglican Church, but was discontented with it and
searching for something else. As she was unable to attend our
convention, I suggested that she send a testimony:
" 'At first I was a little nervous about writing a testimony but now
I think it is a wonderful idea because I have had some recent changes
in my life and have so many things to be thankful for. In mid-April,
I had the opportunity to meet a special lady on the Internet. From the
beginning, I always thought we were brought together for a reason
as I felt I knew this person all my life. It was not until Sandy started
sharing some of her beliefs with me about the Truth that I realized
what a blessing it was. I thank the Lord every day for sending Sandy
to me. I received a copy of the First Volume in the mail from her, and
although I am very early in this book, I have learned so much more.
I have access to the Bible, Web sites and have seen the video, "For
This Cause." The Lord has also blessed us in a way that is amazing.
Because we live eight hours apart, we have a study together by phone
each week and will continue to do so. I have had the pleasure of
attending some meetings while visiting and meeting some Bible
Students. It was a very welcoming experience for me, and I hope to
attend another one soon. Thank you for listening; Peace be with
you.'" Lorrie Wyatt
Studies by Telephone
Sr. Ruth Szczesny, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia
"...I wanted to bring the love of many brethren— also Sr. Barbara
Campbell. Br. Leonard and I keep contact with her. I try to write every
two weeks. I wanted to say how the Lord has really kept her since Br.
Joe died. She meets with Sr. Lenora DeShane—Br. Carl Hagensick
was really the one who brought them together. Sr. Lenora' s husband
opposes the Truth very much, but she has been an old Bible Student
who was tutored with the Volumes and Reprints. She and Sr. Barbara
study by telephone and call each other every day. Sr. Leanora fell
and broke her wrist. It is healing very slowly but she still studies on
Thursdays. Last year, Br. Leonard and I and Br. Jim & Sr. Esther
Marten took a trip to visit and did meet Sr. Lenora. She is a jewel. She
says she is nothing but a big 'dust heap.'How grateful she is to the
Lord for his dealings with them. I am sure they would appreciate an
interest in your prayers. When Sr. Barbara's husband, Br. Joe, was
living, the Hope Convention was very special because it was one
they always attended."
Testimonies at the Indiana-Ohio Convention, July 27, 28
Ordeal of Recovery Lightened
Br. Eugene Burns, Northwest (IN) Ecclesia
"...I owe a debt of gratitude to all the brethren who communicated
with me and sent me scriptures and best wishes and bouquets of love,
as it were, through my experience of the surgery of my left eye. I

appreciate all the prayers of the friends and the love that has been
expressed to me, and wanted to take this occasion to thank you one
and all for bearing me up before the throne of grace in my experience.
As most of you know, I had surgery on my left eye. I had a macular
hole and I had lost considerable vision in it. I had surgery to fix that
and so far, it seems to have worked. I can see now with my left eye
what I could not see before...We are living in a time of wonderful
blessings. While the operation was easy, the procedure afterward was
kind of an ordeal but I appreciated that too because it is part of the
all experiences that we need to develop. And as long as the Lord was
pouring this cup for me, I was glad to drink it. I want to testify that
I am enj oying the blessings of the convention...One of my great loves
in life is reading and I was handicapped from doing that because after
the surgery they do not recommend reading because it involves a lot
of eye movement and could rupture the fusion that they had made
of the tissue. I listened to many good tapes, and it was a blessing. We
have so many things that the Lord gives us, so I want to thank the
Lord and thank all of you for bearing me up and your kindness and
love and prayers and inquiries. I cannot respond to everyone
personally but want to take the opportunity here to say it means a
lot in your lone hour to know that the brethren are bearing you up
and remembering you. I got many wonderful scriptures and I sat
down and read them twice. The scriptural admonitions that we
received were also wonderful ..."
Translation of Italian and Spanish Volumes Projects
Br. Paul Mali, Groton-New London (CT) Ecclesia

"...Recently we had the opportunity to be in Italy and to meet the
brethren there in Florence. We always knew there was a class there
but we did not know exactly who they were and their concerns, etc.
Mary can speak Italian fluently. I can speak it as best as I can with
my hands, but we communicated with them and we learned how
desperate they were to have the Volumes. If you could have heard
them in Italian, they were pleading with the Americans to give them
the Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth and SixthVolumes. They only have
the First Volume. We were stirred up! We formed a committee, and
as we began to talk about it, we found out that the Spanish have only
the First Volume also. You brethren can appreciate that if you do not
have those Volumes, you do not have the Harvest Message. The
committee has taken on a very ambitious task of having the Volumes
printed in Italian and in Spanish. I am very pleased to share with you
and all interested that the first three chapters of the Second Volume
in Italian have been completed. We are on our way. We have perhaps
a five-year program to complete the translations. If any of you know
of people who know those languages either from a translation
standpoint, a proofreading standpoint, or to connect with biblical
validity to make sure that the words come out biblically correct—
you know there is no such thing as word-for-word translation— we
would appreciate it...I hope we continue with the work of the Harvest
until the day that the Lord says 'Stop'..."
Amazed to Hear "Types and Shadows" Referenced
Sr. Ramona Hill, Douglasville, GA

"...I wanted to share with you an interesting witness experience I had
not too long ago. There is a lady I met through the local community
theater. She finally asked me what kind of Christian I was...I said,
'Well, I would not really be considered mainstream.' She said, 'What
exactly do you mean by that?' I just went for the punch, I said, 'I do
not believe in hell or trinity or immortality of the soul.' She was quiet
for a minute and then she asked me, 'What do you think of the holy
Spirit?' I said, 'I think that is God's influence.' We talked a little bit
and then she talked about her church. She said, 'You know, there is
one thing that happened that really just brought tears to my eyes. It
was so wonderful when I went and talked to my pastor.' I was
expecting some usual, warm, happy feeling type of thing. She said,
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'He talked to us about types and shadows.' I could just feel my jaw
drop. They had the type and shadow of Isaac and Rebekah exactly
correct. They felt that the Old Testament talked quite a bit about
Jesus and I told her I agreed with that. I talked to this lady for about
three hours on the telephone. It was very interesting because we
talked about the types and shadows, and I said, 'Yes we believe that.'
She said, 'Why did Jesus come to earth and why did he have to die?'
We talked about that as well. I do not know if anything will come
of this because I will be seeing her regularly through some of our
home schooling activities, but I was just so surprised to hear
someone in the world talking about types and shadows and having
them accurate. I am really curious about who her pastor is right now.
I am hoping that there will be more witnessing opportunities..."
Finding Wheat
Br. Glen Pryor, Lebanon (CT) Ecclesia

"...The experience I have been going through recently is both
difficult and blessed. I lost my job about five to six weeks ago, and
that is a very, very difficult situation. I was in that same situation two
years ago and here I am again. One of the blessings that has come
as a result of this is that I do have some more time on my hands, which
made it possible for us to come here...We appreciate that. I would
like to ask for your prayers because we have decisions to make, go
and figure out what we are going to do regarding jobs, and those
kinds of things. I want to make sure that I keep things in the right
perspective and not let the earthly cares totally control me and take
my mind away from the rest that the Lord would have me in. The other
thing I wanted to mention was the blessings that we have had over
the past couple of years...We have had some new ones who have
come into our class and have made consecrations. One of them was
a friend who we have known for about seven years, and she started
asking us questions about two years ago, started coming to some
meetings, did a little bit of studying, made a consecration and was
immersed just this last February. It is just a beautiful thing to see that
readiness to receive the Lord and the beauties of the Truth and to
appreciate it...We also have another sister who came into the
Ecclesia and this was through a witness that came into the hands of
Br. Jonathan Benson. She has just been coming along beautifully as
well. I mention this because it seems like it has been a while since
we have seen some come in to our area who have really taken to the
Truth and have stuck with it. It is a beautiful, inspiring thing to see..."
Experiences Bring Mixed Blessings
Br. John Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia

"...The Ecclesia had its fair booth last week...it was a rich blessing.
In years past we have had some persecutions from people at the fair,
and this year it was as if everyone loved everything we said, and we
were so welcomed, it was really a contrast. We even had an
experience where they are starting a radio station in a nearby town
and are offering free radio time to us to put on public service
announcements. We are following up on that. I have had some very
hard but good experiences at work. I was accused of discriminating
against a Jewish person. I feel the Lord knows in our hearts what
reputations mean and I know we have to be willing to let go of our
reputations and so in this experience I have been trying to be restful
and let the Lord have his way. I had to provide testimony and did not
hear for about three or four months. I finally called and found out
the whole matter had been settled some time ago, the charges were
found to be false, and the Lord had just taken care of it and I did not
know. I was very relieved and thankful for the experience. The same
day we were threatened with a race discrimination suit from someone
who we had to report a matter to. It is kind of interesting when you
have experiences like this. You know the Lord designs your
experiences and it is not coincidence that he lifted one burden and
See Brethren next page
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then, there is another to face...The Lord was very gracious because
I was feeling very discouraged around the time of the fair...I was not
there more than an hour and had a man come up to whom I talked
about the two salvations. He said, 'If the Scriptures say it, I believe
it.' I was trying to show him as many scriptures as I possibly could
and I do not think he got the fullness of everything I said, but I was
really encouraged. He was not going to take anything, but at the end
I gave him a couple of things. I said, 'It has been a blessing to talk
to you and I think you will find these things very helpful.' I found
out from the brethren that he came back the next night with his wife
and they took something of practically all the books on the table.
I was really encouraged by that..."

Threat Proves Benign
Br. Ted Marcus, Wassau (WI) Ecclesia
"...I want to thank my heavenly Father for all the leadings through
the past year...I went for a physical and they found a lump in my
stomach. They said, 'That has to come out.' I said, 'Fine.' I had
surgery but it was inoperable, having found that it is not cancerous
but a very slow-growing tumor and that at my age I will probably die
from something else...We thank all the dear brethren who sent us
cards and letters and phone calls to encourage us in our trial. We ask

Afflicted From page 2

from his village—almost completely severed his finger with his
machine-tool. Although it was surgically sewn back to his hand, it
is difficult to work, which presents an added stress to the family
dependent on his self-employed carpentry business. The family
would appreciate the prayers of the brethren.

an interest in your prayers..."

Witness Before the Witness
Sr. Bonita Heeg, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia
"...Recently Sr. Debbie Nichols and I went to the hall where the
Miami Valley Ecclesia is going to be showing the Messiah in
December. We were going in order to test the video equipment...Sr.
Debbie brought along a Messiah video...The people we came into
contact with were very kind. The custodian put the tape in and and
the sound and visuals were wonderful. While the video was playing,
the custodian answered all our questions about the equipment.
Finally, we were ready to leave, but the video was still playing. We
stood around a little and indicated to him a few times that we were
satisified and finished with the test. The custodian went up to the
stage, stopped, and kept looking at the screen and the video box. He
turned around and said, 'I am sorry, ladies, I do not want to stop this
tape. The music is beautiful and I have never before seen it combined
with pictures. Who made this video?' We were thrilled, but we had
to get back. Sr. Debbie offered him the video, but he said that he
could not accept it. We insisted that he keep it. He quickly agreed
and said, 'I am going to leave it here for others to enjoy.' It was really
a heart warming experience for us to have a witness before the
witness..." ❑
school bus she was driving and suffered a fractured leg when her
footing gave way on loose stones. Her recovery will be several
weeks. The Peddemors have maintained a positive attitude in this
difficult series of experiences, but would appreciate a continued
interest in the prayers of the brethren (Peddemors@erinet.com ).

■ Sr. Ruth McDonald (Center for Nursing & Rehabilitation, 520
Prospect Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11238) suffered a stroke August 13,
leaving her with speech difficulties. But Sr. Ruth is now having
therapy and would appreciate messages from the brethren as well as
their prayers on her behalf.

■ Br. Charlie Martig (94 S. Harrison Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15202)
of the Pittsburgh (PA) Ecclesia was hospitalized with pneumonia in
both lungs. Although he is doing better, he is still, as a diabetic,
dealing with dialysis problems because of kidney failure. Br. Charlie
and his wife Sr. Barbara would greatly benefit from the
encouragement of the brethren, as well as being remembered in their
prayers.

■ Br. Mike Patrick (216 N. Detroit St., Bellefonaine, OH 43311)
recently suffered a ruptured disc in his upper back that has caused
severe pain and limited mobility. Surgery will be necessary to
correct the problem and will likely be scheduled soon. Br. Mike's
attitude is good and he has accepted this trial as permitted of the
Lord. He would appreciate an interest in the prayers of the brethren.

■Br. Norman Pedlar (5265 E. Nine-Mile Rd., Warren, MI 48091),
who lost his beloved mother August 31, is finding comfort in the
expressions of sympathy that the brethren have shown and the
comfort of realizing her opportunity for the resurrection in the
kingdom.

■ Sr. Rachel Hasty (P.O. Box 901, Arab, AL 35016), who had
suffered a stroke as well as a heart attack, was scheduled to have
another back operation on September 7, but her doctor decided
against the surgery. Sr. Rachel says she will be "content to wait for
her new body." She and Br. Johnny appreciate the prayers of the
brethren and ask for their continued interest.
■Br. Paul Chambers (5508 West Riverbottom Rd., Duncan, B.C.
V9L 6H8 Canada) had successful surgery on September 22 for
removal of a cancerous tumor in his liver. About 75% of the liver was
removed as well, but is expected to regenerate in one to two years.
Finding no other traces of cancer, Br. Paul is expected to make a good
recovery.
■Sr. Eva Peddemors (211 Kings Ct., Sidney, 01445365) suffered
a fractured foot in the hospital when personnel handled her too
roughly. She is now able to recuperate at home and is doing better.
Around the same time, her son, Br. Dick (address above) suffered a
split knee-cap in a fall when riding a bicycle at work. The very day
he returned to work, his wife, Sr. Linda Peddemors stepped off the

■ Sr. Barbara Millin (16923 Labrador, North Hills, CA 913431721), and her husband, Br. Leon arrived home on September 17
after a several month absence. The next morning Sr. Barbara was
taken to the emergency room after she experienced difficulty in
breathing. After numerous tests, it was discovered that the arteries
to her heart were blocked, one 100 percent and another 90 percent,
with heart function at only 25 percent. A five bypass surgery
followed from which she is recovering satisfactorily, despite a
second surgery required to eliminate internal bleeding.
Sr. Rebecca Hess, and Sr. Rachel Kopak, both of the Dayton (OH)
area, flew to be at their mother's side. The family wishes to thank all
the dear brethren for their cards, phone calls and E-mails, and greets
the brethren with Josh. 1:9 "Be strong and of good courage: be not
afraid neither be thou dismayed; for the Lord thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest."

■Sr. Barbara Campbell (1712 Breda Drive, Knoxville, TN 37918)
Sr. Leonora De Shane (7620 Bud Hawkins Road, Corryton, TN
37721). See Brethren Speak Page 16, Sr. Ruth Szczeny for details.
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Conventions
"The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous."

October 7, 8 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students
Ecclesia. The Comfort Inn Fiesta, 6755 North FM 1604 West, San
Antonio, TX 78256, (210) 696-4766. To receive the preferred rate of
$50 per night, mention the San Antonio Bible Students' account
#1069 by September 27. Programs and information from Secretary:
Jackie Lancaster, P.O. Box 13155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. Email: corlan@stic.net
October 27-29 Uniontown, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible Students
Annual, New location: Pennsylvania State University (Fayette County
Campus). Five speakers. Contact: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview
Drive, Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (724) 258-2585.
November 23-26 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia.
Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Study on
the Beatitudes. For programs/reservations: Violet Grable, 5644
Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330) 882-3309 or Joanne
Klich, E-mail: jklich@akron.infi.net
February 17, 18 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio annual theme convention: Sanctification in the Final
Hour. Riverside Hospital Health Center, 500 Thomas Lane at
Olentangy River Road. Pre-registration requested. Secretary:
Deborah Stewart, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, OH 43086. Phone:
(614) 890-1814. E-mail: Ransomed2 @ juno.com
Ecciesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Psa. 118:15

March 23-25 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students
Pre-Memorial. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Dr NE, Bothell,
WA. Information from secretary: Mrs. Donald Nussel, P. 0. Box
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564. E-mail:
glorynus@ aol.com
March 24,25 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesia 31st Pre-Memorial. Truman Club Hotel, Hwy 161 at Busch
Blvd. For accommodations write: Todd Alexander, 7730 Arboretum
Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone (614) 939-9761, E-mail:
toddnalex @aol.com
March 31, April 1 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/
Chesapeake City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Location pending. Five
speakers Sr. Lois Armstrong, Secretary, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New
Castle, DE 19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673. E-mail:
tlarm1874@earthlink.net
May 26, 27 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St. Louis
Annual, New Location: Doubletree Club - St. Louis Airport, 9600
Natural Bridge Road, St. Louis, MO 63134 (314) 427-7600. Please
make reservations for the hotel and mention Bible Students. Make
reservation by April 30, 2001 to receive the preferred rate of $59.00
per night (up to three per room). Six speakers. Class Secretary:
Dolores Forsythe, 4840 Towne South Road, St. Louis, MO 63128.
Phone: (314) 487-2651. E-mail: BroJohnF@msn.com
Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

The Angel of the Lord Delivers
Is it possible that three persons could walk
away unharmed from the demolished car in
this photo? Yes! All things are possible with
God.
The three occupants of the car: Br. Richard and Sr.Carol Tennant, and her mother
Sr.Hazel Stratton of the Northwest Oakland
(MI) Ecclesia have nothing to express but
praise and gratitude to the Lord for their
remarkable deliverance.
This event occurred on Friday evening
September 1 enroute to the West Suburban
Convention in Chicago, Illinois. In testimony at the Miami Valley Convention September 24 Br. Richard said "We were stranded
about two hours from home ...and it was an
experience the Lord wanted to give us. I
thank our heavenly Father and our guardian
angels who were there... We had our seat belts
on and the thing that I want to say to the
brethren is, we had all the phone numbers at
home but none with us."
But he did have the Convention program
and was able to call the brethren. A brother
then called his daughter Sr.Michelle, and
she with her husband Br. Schuyler Alexander
came to their rescue.

In considering the goodness of the Lord
Sr. Carol exclaimed: "I want to raise my
voice to our heavenly Father and dear Lord

for this experience we are having and now
look for the blessings that will surely fol low.

Another Providential Overruling
Br. Andrew Nolan of the Columbus (OH)

Jesus in thankfulness for this overruling

providence...when you are the driver you
feel very responsible. When we pray to draw
closer to the Lord, God does answer prayer
and that is our desire. I want to thank all the
brethren that prayed for us and were concerned. Please continue to pray for us." Br.
Richard concluding his testimony said "Ten
years ago I stood before you thanking you
for your prayers in our time of need when we
lost our son in a car accident. I praise the Lord

Bible Students was in ahead-on car collision
in September. Describing the experience he
said "...I was delivering a pizza and made a
left hand turn and was in a head-on
collision—matter of fact my forehead still
has a couple of scars. I wasn't wearing my
seat-belt...and I shouldn't be making any
excuses for myself...it just happened so
quick that one minute you're doing fine and
the next minute you're passed out and
bleeding from the forehead. The main lesson
that I learned is I have to be more humble,
praise the Lord and thank him for my life.
About twenty or thirty from the Columbus
Class came to the hospital and I remember
one of the nurses saying: 'Wow, who is this
guy—is he famous or something? We've
never had this many people here for a car
accident!' It was a crazy experience but I'm
walking and I'm here to testify about it. I got
a lot of cards, and I want to thank the Lord for
that and for his mercies."
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Statement of Purpose

Late Breaking News

■

Sr. Eva Peddemors
(Heartland of Piqua, Room 410,
275 Kienle Drive, Piqua, OH
45356) was in the hospital
briefly in late September and is
now transferred to an extended
care facility for three weeks'
therapy.

New Ecclesia:
Ithaca Bible Students
Ruth Kowalewski
1573 Redbrush Road
Nichols, NY 13812
E-mail: donhorein@aol.com

Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 2000

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that -Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

