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Moldovan Brethren Bring Joy to Siberia
Br. Vasea Neagu and
his sister-in-law Sr.
Natasa Neagu, Ruseni,
Moldova submitted the
following report of
their recent visit to
Siberia. Ed.

with so many foods.
In the evening several of the sisters gathered at the home of Sr.
Tamara and we talked
about the Sin Offering
and the Day of Atonement. There are some
Our dear brethren in the
who have different
Lord, peace, love and
thoughts about the Tabmercy be with you!
ernacle sacrifices from
Thanks be to the
those taught by Pastor
Lord for his wonderful
Russell. We showed
grace and many blessproofs from the Taberings which we have in
nacle. We had many
this year. We want to
discussions but some
share with you our joy
had difficulty underand sorrow. We thank
standing the beautiful
the Lord for our class
Truth explained by Br.
Br. Vasea Neagu
Sr. Natasa, Br. Grisha Neagu and children
and for the brethren who
Russell.
wanted us to go and visit with our dear sisters all the brethren and expressed their thanks
Sr. Stepanida opened her home for the
from Siberia, because we know that the and sent much love and many greetings. We meeting on January 26. Again the sisters
sang many hymns and after the meeting we wanted Br. Vasea to read from the Volumes
ecclesia' s will is the Lord's will.
By the Lord's grace we left from Ocnita to stayed at that home. We had many interest- and explain to them. The sisters didn't have
Tulun at 2:30 a.m. on January 17, and after ing discussions about the Gershon class— questions because some of them understand
24 hours arrived in Moscow. We stayed there who are they and what do they represent? We as we do and are a little afraid to express it in
a short time and had opportunity to tell the gave answers from the Scriptures, Vol. VI the meeting. All the sisters who understand
Truth to an elderly lady who received it and the Tabernacle, but some had a different the Truth meet every Tuesday and talk about
gladly. She thanked us for the comforting opinion. We discussed the matter until 2:00 the Truth without any fear. We were very
words, and was excited to know about God's a.m. The entire meeting was calm and or- glad that these sisters will be able to meet
many brethren at the International Convencare for all mankind. This showed us once derly.
On January 24 we had the meeting at the tion.
again how necessary the Truth is in Russia.
See Siberia page 13
We traveled three days on the train to Ircutsk home of Srs. Emma and Lena. Again all the
giving us time to study the Word of God, and sisters came and we studied from Vol. VI. We
to prepare for our discussions with our Sibe- had fellowship in love and peace and we also
gave to our sisters a Russian translation of
rian sisters.
Greetings in the Lord
We arrived in Tulun January 23 and were the article from the Watchtower "The Harmet by Srs. Tamara and Natasa. Outside it vest is Not Ended." The sisters will read and This issue of the Newsletter contains
was very cold—minus 48 degrees Celsius. study this at home. They didn't have many highlights on services to the brethren. In
We met with joy and tears and after 30 questions and were glad to have Br. Vasea addition to the cover story, detailing visits
minutes we were at the home of Sr. Tamara. speak to them. Sister Lena is very weak to our Siberian brethren from those in
She was very happy to see us again and had now—she has problems with her legs—and Moldova, we have three of the annual
many questions about our brethren in we saw that she has a very loving heart and reports by entities which provide important
services to the brotherhood.
Moldova, Romania and the U.S. We went to love for the Lord and his service.
The meeting on January 25 was at the
Other features include two exciting stobed, but couldn't sleep because of the joy
which we had together there. We thanked the home of Sr. Natasa. Br. Vasea gave a dis- ries from foreign brethren outlining their
course on the "Three Signs of Moses." The successful witness activities.
Lord for his overruling toward us.
Sadness mingles with joy at the passing
We had a meeting at the home of one of sisters liked the talk and afterwards we disthe local brethren. All the sisters came one by cussed a little about the Harvest. Some have of more dear ones beyond the veil, including
one and we were so happy to see all of them. difficulty seeing how we could still be in the two prominent elders from foreign lands. We
We shared the love and greetings from all the Harvest because we are living in the year rejoice, both for those who have gone bebrethren from Ruseni, Ocnita and the U.S. 2000. Those who have visited before are yond, and for the new ones who have entered
All the sisters were very happy to hear from acquainted with how the sisters prepare lunch the narrow way.
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"But the salvation of the righteous is of the LORD; he is their strength in the time of trouble."

■ Br. Charlie Chambers (3039 E. 23rd Ave., Vancouver, BC V5R
1B2, Canada; E-mail: chambers @rpccom.com) of the Vancouver
(BC) Ecclesia, who had been suffering from a painful fractured
vertebra, was later diagnosed with cancer in that vertebra. He will
be starting radiation treatments soon.
Br. Charlie and Sr. Ruth write: "To our dear brethren everywhere:
We wish to offer our humble thanks for the prayers, cards, E-mail,
faxes and phone calls. They have meant so much to us in this present
experience. Much appreciation and love. 1 Thess. 1:2."
■ Br. Frank Kazmer (720 West Chapala Dr., Tucson, AZ 85704)
was hospitalized with infected gall bladder, sinus infection and
pneumonia. He and his wife Sr. Stella would appreciate an interest
in the prayers of the brethren. Br. John Harris would be happy to
convey E-mail (john.harris12@worldnet.att.net ) messages to the
Kazmers.
■ Sr. Mary Hyde (9717 Island Point Rd., Charlotte, NC 282786718)—an isolated sister in the Charlotte area—has experienced a
difficult winter: loss of electrical power, a broken oil heater, and a
trip to the Emergency room with her husband Arthur—who is stone
deaf—for severe shingles.
Sr. Mary is too blind to read, but just recently discovered the
Volume and Reprint tapes as a means of encouragement.
■ Sr. Mary Lindsay (3375 Kearney St., Denver, CO 80207) needs
prayers and encouragement as she is afflicted with cancer that has
spread into her spine and hip. She is receiving radiation treatment
and is at home. Sr. Lana Turner—who would be happy to take E-mail
messages to her (twink94@ aol.com)—reports: "Her spirit is strong
and cheerful, but she is very frail."
■ Br. Ralph Gaunt (Veterans Administration Hospital, 2215 Fuller
Court, Rm. 771, Ann Arbor, MI 49203), admitted himself to the
mental health wing of the V.A. Hospital on February 14. His physical
health, reports Br. Bob Davis, has probably at least partially affected
a decline in his mental health and he would appreciate the prayers
of the brethren.
■ Sr. Wanda Hrechuk (22 Streilein Crescent, Winnipeg, MB R2P
1 R3, Canada) suffered a mild heart attack on February 20. When Br.
Walter took her to the hospital, and, although she was given nitropaste and anti-clotting medicine, there was not room to admit her.
It was some time later before she was admitted to another hospital.
Sr. Wanda is now at home and has resumed normal activities but
would appreciate an interest in your prayers in this experience.
■ Br. Randy Holmes (3432 De Leone Rd., San Marcos, CA 92069)
continues to need the brethren's prayers following two major spinal
surgeries due to an automobile accident in January 1999.
Br. Randy was driving home from a medical appointment, when,
unbelievably, a vehicle running a red light collided with him nearly
head on at about 40 miles an hour. Br. Randy's car was totaled and
caught fire. He was taken to the hospital and was diagnosed with
cervical strain. His mother, Sr. Martha, writes, "Randy's faith and
trust in the Lord is very strong and he is watching to see the lessons
of this present experience."
■ Sr. Elaine Christiansen (12675 Plateau Circle NW, Silverdale,
WA 98383 ) of the Gig Harbor Bible Students Ecclesia (WA) was
diagnosed with breast cancer last November. After surgery, a
regimen of chemotherapy has caused her bones to ache terribly. "In

Psalm 37:39

spite of feeling very tired and weak," her husband Dave says, "Sr.
Elaine is trusting in the Lord while enduring this experience
common to mankind." (1 Cor. 10:13) They would like to express
their appreciation and thanks to the brethren for their prayers,
concerns and also for helpful counsel.
■ Br. John Forsythe (4840 Towne South Drive, St. Louis, MO
63128; E-mail: brojohnf@aol.com) is suffering congestive heart
failure from blocked arteries. His beloved wife Sr. Dolores writes,
"Our precious Lord and Savior and our dear heavenly Father worked
out all the details to make this severe trial as bearable as possible.
Medicare and our secondary insurance will pick up the extremely
costly home treatment as well as the visiting nurse who will be
coming to the home twice a week....Br. John has been an inspiration
to his family...."
■ Sr. Bettie Blair (903 Doheny Court, Roseville, CA 95661) of the
Antioch Ecclesia had surgery two years ago to remove a portion of
her lung along with a cancerous tumor. "Since that experience," Sr.
Ellen Roberts observes, "Sr. Bettie has been faithfully trying to walk
even more closely in our Master's footsteps....She has been a joy and
inspiration to all of us." Recently the cancer has returned, but since
more surgery is impossible, she will be undergoing chemotherapy.
The prayers and encouraging messages of the brethren would be
greatly appreciated. E-mail: roberts144@juno.com
■ Sr. Vi Siegelko (9440 Reinhold Road, Reese, MI 48757-9430)
Sr. Mary Batchler writes: "I am writing to request prayers and
encouragement for Sr. Vi. She will be 91 in June and is alone and
isolated from brethren. This has not stopped her from seeking the
Lord and his promises—just made her stronger and more eager to
seek them. She was brought into the Truth with help from Sr. Cora
Sundbom back in the 60s. She used to attend the Saginaw/Bay City
class until the early 90s when it was dissolved with members either
going beyond the veil or moving out of the area. She has held the
faith and stays right on top of the 'goings on' in the world. She may
be alone where she lives in this world, but not in spirit. I'm sure she
would be delighted to hear from the brethren around the country. It
would be uplifting to her, I'm sure."
■ Br. Kenneth E. Glaze (500 Virginia Ave., Apt. 902, Towson, MD
21286) is deprived of attending conventions and regular fellowship
due to extreme osteoarthritis. He writes of his condition "... [I am]
limited in walking to less than one block without pain and need a
cane; driving more than 30 minutes causes pain in lower back, hips
and legs; prolonged sitting, standing and lying brings the same
discomfort. Present conditions do not prevent follow-up witness
work for the Fort Worth Divine Plan programs in the Baltimore, MD
area...The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all." Rev. 22:21;
John 14:3; Ruth 2:4. Hymn #7
■ Br. Mery and Sr. Linda Hohenacker (304-859 Carrie St.,
Victoria, BC V9A 5R5, Canada) have suffered the loss of a dear friend
with the passing of Milly Rose, who lived in Victoria, B.C.,
Vancouver Island. She passed away on March 4 after suffering a
small stroke which left her almost blind. She then suffered
congestive heart failure and pneumonia. Her connection with the
Truth dates back to the days of the "Standfast" movement. Br. Mery
and Sr. Linda faithfully continued to visit and encourage her and
held regular meetings together. They commented on her hope of an
earthly resurrection: "Her next view will be of that fully established
See Afflicted page 5
Kingdom. What a blessing!"
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Entered Into Rest
"1 have longed for thy salvation, 0 Lord."

■ Sr. Mary Louise Yeo, of the Muncie (IN) Ecclesia finished her
course on March 1. She had attended the Muncie (IN) Bible Students
since the early 1970s,
consecrating in 1983 along
with her husband Br. Charles.
Once members of the First
Presbyterian Church, Br. and
Sr. Yeo were disappointed with
the doctrines and practices of
that nominal church system,
finding that ransom and
restitution, the knowledge of
Harvest Truth, satisfied them
as nothing else could do.
Sr. Mary Louise was quite
studious and in the past year
she and Br. Charles studied the
Sr. Mary Louise Yeo
chronology in depth and created a scroll which outlined all of God's plan with its time features.
She was willing to suffer for the truth she loved, experiencing the
disapproval of family members in the recent past, despite her kind
and gentle methods of presenting the Truth.
Because of physical infirmities, Sr. Mary Louise was isolated for
the last several years attending primarily the local ecclesia meetings
and an occasional convention in Indiana or Ohio. Br. Charles
faithfully and devotedly attended to her during this time. In addition
to Br. Charles (1627 South Patriot Drive, Yorktown, IN 47396) she
is survived by two sons, Robert and Richard, both of whom appreciate the kingdom message.

Psalm 119:174

Due to medical circumstances Sr. Jeannette was unable to be
immersed. She devoured the Volumes and Reprints and always had
amazingly insightful questions and answers. She had a profound
respect for the Pastor's writings and would just cry for joy in
discovering new beauties on those pages. In her humility, she once
asked if it would be proper to thank the Lord for Brother Russell. She
desired that a cross and crown emblem be placed on her open casket,
and the meaning of that symbol was explained to her relatives and
friends during the funeral service.
■ Sr. Valeria Jezuit, age 95, mother of Sr. Ruth Mitchell (840
Valley View Dr., Downers
Grove, IL 60515) and Br. Art
Jezuit (140 Forest Glen Rd.,
Wood Dale, IL 60191) after
slow deteriorating physical
health, finished her course on
February 23. Her son Br. Art
writes, "Being consecrated for
70 years, she served the Polish
brethren in many ways giving
real meaning to Ephesians
6:10. After the dissolution of
the Polish Ecclesia due to
declining numbers, she
attended the Chicago Bible
Students Ecclesia. She leaves
Sr. Valeria Jezuit
with us a rich legacy of a truthmotivated lifestyle." The family appreciates the kind thoughts and
prayers of the brethren.

■ Sr. Danuta Rokosz finished her earthly course on February 4 at the

age of 77 as a result of a heart attack. Formerly of Poland, she lived in
Toronto, Canada since 1974 and consecrated her life to the Lord in
1983. She was a devoted follower of the Lord with a heavenly hope.
Br. Ric Cunningham voiced her final witness at her funeral service.
■ Sr. Jeanette Sawicki (nee Teklinski), 84 years, entered into rest

on January 20, with family and brethren by her bedside. Sr. Jeanette
was raised in a Truth family amid the Polish Bible Students of the
Holyoke-Chicopee-Agawam area in Massachusetts.
During the more than 50 years of her marriage, she was not able
to meet with the brethren, but enjoyed hearing tapes on the Truth
with her mother. After her husband's decease she began to attend the
New Brunswick meetings held in the home of Sr. Bernice Gray.

■ Sr. Genevieve (Jean) A. Klyzek entered into rest on March 3 at

85 years of age. Sr. Jean symbolized her consecration to the Lord in
1950 at a Detroit convention—and endeavored to remain faithful to
the Truth as she learned it from the Studies in the Scriptures. She
attended the Spokane class for 25 years. After her husband John died,
she moved to the Portland area for two years and finally to the Seattle
area. Although her declining health did not permit the privilege of
attending meetings, a number of brethren found the opportunity to
fellowship with her during this time. Even in her affliction, Sr. Jean
was a witness to her caretaker who said she was blessed to have had
Sr. Jean come into her life. She is survived by three sons, Charles,
David and John, one grandson and her sister, Sr. Ann Kwolek (38231
Richland St., Livonia, MI 48150 2443) ❑
-

Wesley's Belief
The following extract was taken from the

Nazarene

Archives.
Question: My parents are members of the Church of
the Nazarene, and I read the literature from time to
time. I am wondering if there are any articles dealing
with John Wesley's belief that the papacy was the
Antichrist?...

Thatis because end times speculation was
not very important to Wesley and he hardly ever
wrote about it. When Wesley uses the term
"antichrist," he usually refers simply to a spirit of
unbelief that doubts that salvation can be found
through faith in Christ.

Answer:

However, he agreed with Luther and many
other Protestants before him, as well as with most
Protestants of his own day, that the Roman Catholic
papacy mostnearly fits the description of antichrist
as depicted in the Book of Revelation. Nearly all
leading Anglicans of his day would have agreed,
so there was nothing exceptional in his views. As
his commentary on Revelation 13 makes clear,
though, it is the papacy as an institution, not one
particular pope or historical figure, who Wesley
thought fits this description...
There was a good deal in the papal character of
that day to support this view. Popes for centuries
had asserted notonly spiritual but also temporal (or
earthly) authority. There were still a vast number

of papal states that symbolized the papacy's claim
to temporal authority. The basic attitude of the
papacy did not begin changing until the middle of
the 19th century, when it began losing its papal
states as these increasingly became absorbed into
the developing nations of modern Europe. Though
19th century popes did not initially welcome this
loss of papal land, eventually they had to accept it,
and by the 20th century the basic perspective had
changed, so that 20th century popes, by and large,
have understood their authority as spiritual in
nature, not secular or temporal. Moreover, since
the Second Vatican Council, the Roman Catholic
Church' s position toward Protestantism has changed
and continues to evolve...
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Our Brethren Speak
"Praise God in his sanctuary...praise him for his mighty acts..." Psalm 150:1,2

Testimonies at San Diego, (CA), November 25-28:
"Who are you Thanking?" Asked of Atheist
Br. S. Shadrach, Buffalo (NY) Ecclesia
"...When I flew out here, I sat by a retired professor. He was reading
the financial section of the newspaper, and he said he worked in
investment. He was paying more attention to me and what I was
reading because I was reading 'How God Answers Prayer.' We were
having stormy weather, so he wondered if we would be able to reach
San Diego for Thanksgiving dinner...I thought I might offer him
`How God Answers Prayer.' He said, 'No thank you, I am an atheist.'
So, I asked him, 'When you talk about Thanksgiving, who are you
thanking? The turkey? The table?' He was friendly and we
continued talking. He asked where I was going and I said to a
convention. He asked where it was and he said he might be able to
give me a ride...You know, we celebrate Thanksgiving in this
country and also in Canada in October for a purpose. But there are
many people who do not know why they are celebrating it or who
they are thanking. They seem to only be thankful fora holiday to stay
home... We thank the heavenly Father for being blessed. The
Psalmist put it this way: 'It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord
for all his benefits.' We cannot thank God just for one day, but
continuously throughout the year..."
Fellowship of Brethren is Global
Br. Jerry Leslie, Portland (OR) Bible Students Ecclesia
"...This year I was in Eastern Europe. There has been a lot said at this
convention about the global relationship of brethren. I know that
there is certainly a strong focus of brethren in India, Africa and other
places, but I cannot speak so much to those because I have not been
there. But they are in our prayers and should continue to be so. I was
in Romania and Moldova, and the brethren there and in Ukraine and
Siberia sent their love, many times with lists of scriptures, too
voluminous to mention. Certainly, you are in their prayers as well.
I would like to ask an interest in your prayers for the printing of the
Volumes in the Russian language. There are a few brethren we know
in Russia. The country with its satellite nations covers one-third of
the earth's time zones. Yet, the Volumes have never been printed in
that language. There may be a witness opportunity even beyond the
service of the brethren and with others who would surface. I wanted
to correct a small item in Br. Mali's report. He said there were
hundreds of Israel: Appointment with Destiny tapes going into
Russia. Br. Ken Rawson and I were able to visit two significant
synagogues in Moscow. One was the chief rabbi of ultra-orthodoxy
in all of Russia. The other one was for the chief rabbi for conservatism
in Russia. It was arranged to copy 5,000 videotapes! Within the city
of Moscow, there are ten million people. Three million people
commute every day in and out of the city. There are 500,000 Jews
in Moscow. Outside the city and in the rest of Russia, it is estimated
that there are one and a half to two million Jews. These two rabbis
are intent on carrying the message that Bible Students have
produced, to their people that are now suffering the rise of antiSemitism again in Russia. These are the two areas—the printing of
the Volumes and the Jewish witness work that we keep in our hearts,
as well as our brethren around the world."
Fair Guard Commends Booklet
Br. Jim Parkinson, Covina (CA) Ecclesia
"I would like to share an experience from our fair booth this year. One
security guard came up with a friend to the booth telling her, 'I was
reading this one last night. This is a good booklet.' The lady looked
up and said, 'You do have some very interesting booklets here, but

I work one day a week in volunteering for a home for troubled youth.
What do you have for them?' That was not exactly our specialty, but
thinking quickly, I found the booklet, 'God' s Remedy for a World
Gone Mad.' She liked that, and there were two others close by. She
said, 'Another day of the week, I help out with the elderly and infirm.
What do you have for them?' I suggested some of the booklets about
the Kingdom and also mentioned 'God' s Millennium.' We talked for
about a half-hour. At the end, she said, 'I do have to go, but I want
you to know how much of a blessing your booth has been to me.'
Overall, we distributed over 17,000 booklets —our second highest
total ever. We gave out over 900 booklets per day which was our
highest daily total. We find from year to year, people come back and
say they appreciate receiving the message ..."

New Committee Plans Exciting Project
Sr. Mary Mali, Groton-New London (CT) Ecclesia
"We were very fortunate to go with 50 brethren to Italy for ten days.
One of our main objectives was to visit the Italian brethren in
Florence. Two years ago, we met some brethren who are so exuberant
about the Truth. One thing we found out while we were there this time
is that they do not believe they have an opportunity for the high
calling. Some of the reason for that is because they do not have the
Second Volume. We met a very dear sister from Australia who
married an Italian brother, and she translated all the talks we had at
our mini-convention in Italian for the brethren. We spent all
afternoon talking with them, and we decided to set up a committee
and we are now in the process of checking out some translators. We
tried getting one from one of the universities but he said that it
interfered with his own beliefs. So, we are still working and hoping
within this year to have the Second Volume translated into Italian
and take it from there. I know it will be a big project, but we are
thinking of translating one Volume every year into Italian because
they do not realize the door is still open. Some have come from the
Jehovah's Witnesses, but no one has really ever sat down with them
to explain this. So we ask an interest in your prayers that this work
will go on, and thank all the brethren for their prayers and support."
Spoke at Mother's Funeral—Relatives Listened!
Br. Lee Hicks, Santa Barbara, (CA)
"...Recently my mother became ill...my sister called to tell me the
sad news of her passing. None of the family had been too shocked
because she was over 100 years old and we had been expecting this
for a little while. We think there are about 70,000 Americans over
100 years living today. I had a beautiful opportunity to say a few
words at her funeral on the Divine Plan of the Ages—about 'God has
a plan and you are in it.' When I finished, a lot of my relatives wanted
to know about our religion, so this opened up another opportunity.
We had a gathering later, and there was more witnessing. This was
very surprising to me because most of my relatives are Baptists and
they will not listen to anything if it doesn't sound like what they have
been taught. Some of them were ministers themselves. I thank the
heavenly Father for this grand opportunity..."
Testimonies at Chicago, (IL), December 31-January 1,2
Lessons of Forty Years Beneficial
Br. Fred Yasinchuk, Edmonton, Alberta
"Formerly from the Prince Albert, Saskatchewan Ecclesia, I live in
the Edmonton, Alberta area now. There happen to be quite a few
brethren in the area who did not have regular meetings, but I think
we are getting to the point now where our meetings are becoming
See Brethren page 6
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Br. Nicoara Nanestean
■ Br. Nicoara Nanestean, Calinesti, Romania, died on Sunday,
February 6 in the hospital. He was paralyzed on the right side from
a stroke which occurred suddenly the previous Monday evening.
His grandson Br. Ghita Dragos took him to the hospital that Monday
evening and reports: "He was clear in mind until the last day. He
recognized everybody, but could not speak."
There was a three hour pre-funeral meeting the evening of
February 10 with brethren from Cluj and Sighet present. Brs. Cornel
Brie, Joan Galis, Joan Neagomir, Zaharie Chiorean and Vasile Intea,
all from Cluj, served with short addresses.
The next day about 300 were present at the funeral service where
all the aforementioned brethren as well as Brs. Blaga and Zoicas
served. A meal was served to all 300 by the class and those remaining
afterwards followed the coffin on a horse-drawn wagon to the
cemetery where there was also a short service.
Br. Nicoara Nanestean was a faithful and prominent elder in one
of the largest classes in Romania, Calinesti, having about 100
members. He was well known amongst the brethren thoughout
Romania.
He was born October 21, 1921, of a large family—nine brothers
and four sisters. Their life was hard. Some of the children died in
childhood. His mother died when he was still a child. One of his
sisters, Maria, took care of the children. Their father made a living
building and operating grinding mills and taught his children the
trade. Maria was very religious and one day a sister in the Truth came
to the mill and told her there was no hell. She was later given a New
Testament and received the Truth and later passed it on to four of her
brothers, one of which was Br. Nicoara, and later their father. Of the
nine brothers, only two are still living, one of whom is consecrated.
Br. Nicoara consecrated at the age of 20 and married shortly after.
At that time his only possession was an ax. He had learned from his
father how to build log houses and grinding mills and made a living
from that. He also made village "washing machines" by channeling
water from a stream and constructing a wooden cone, about six feet
in diameter, through which the water would fall at a specific angle
causing it to swirl. Many brethren who have visited Romania have
seen one of his "machines" in Calinesti.
Shortly after his marriage to Sr. Calina he was sent to the front in

World War II in the
Hungarian army. After a time he ran away
from the army and
came back home.
When the Communists came they persecuted the brethren
and Br. Nicoara was
detained several
days for interrogation and was threatened with death. In
time, some of the
people of Calinesti
changed their attitude and left the
Bible Students
alone, no longer persecuting them. HowBr. Nicoara Nanestean
ever, it was still necessary to be careful.
During this time Br. Nicoara worked with another brother in Cluj
to copy and bind Volume V. They had the finished copies at a home
when the police came. The Lord overruled in such a way that the
books were not found. Then traveling back to Calinesti with as many
books as he could carry on the train, the police made a spot check
of the car he was in, but again the Lord overruled so that the books
were not discovered.
Br. Nicoara was very decided and encouraged the brethren all the
time. He traveled much among the brethren, sometimes being gone
one or two weeks at a time. Once while on such a trip one of his
children died and his wife did not know how to reach him. He arrived
home the day of the funeral.
A daughter, the mother of Br. Ghita Dragos, was a consecrated
sister who died in 1987 of leukemia.
He is survived by his wife, Sr. Calina and one son.

Afflicted From page 2

Lauren Rose, who is not well herself, will do anything she can for me.
My granddaughter Jennifer is also good to me. My son-in-law Br.
Carl Rose is constantly helping all of us and runs errands for doctor
appointments, grocery shopping, etc., even though he wears a
morphine patch for his severe back problems. So, as you can see I am
a very blessed person with a family like this.
"We are hoping to move to Salem, Oregon this year. It was
planned for May, but now, with my health problems it will probably
be August at least.
"My main purpose in writing was to ask most fervently for your
prayers. I was just 75 on Feb. 24, so I expect my body to deteriorate
and I take it joyfully knowing it brings me closer to being with the
Lord. My dear family also truly needs your prayers."

■ Sr. Sophia Niemyski (10096 E. 550 N., Columbus, IN 47203),
now in her nineties and in the Truth 77 years, misses the fellowship
of the brethren as she is not able to go to conventions. Her daughter
Sr. Esther Ledwinka (ledwinka @tis.net ) would be delighted to take
messages to her mother from the brethren.
■ Sr. Mary Pro (P. 0. Box 460202, Escondido, CA 92046-0202)
writes: "First let me tell you how much I enjoy the Newsletter. It
keeps me in touch with all the brethren I know and the dear ones I
don't know. I know I am part of a wonderful family with whom I will
be some day for all eternity.
"This past year has been a difficult one for me. My health has
gradually deteriorated until I am in bed most of the time. My pain
is severe almost all of the time I have deteriorated disk disease and
my back has arthritis so the pain is always there. I also have a severe
pain in my left hip; colon problems; plus a pinched sciatic nerve.
"I'm not complaining, just explaining. I may be looking at back
surgery, so I ask most deeply for your prayers. I know my heavenly
Father will not give me more to bear than I can handle. He is with me
in this trial all the way. I stay as close to him as I can.
"I also have a wonderful and loving family. My dear daughter, Sr.

■ Sr. Alison Blackwell (#1108-6651 Minoru Blvd., Richmond,
BC, Canada. Phone: (604) 278-7575) After a ten day hospitalization
for penumonia and heart problems in October, Sr. Alison is gradually
recuperating with home health care in her apartment in Richmond.
She has chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and bronchitis with
congestive heart failure. She is not able to go to meetings at this time
but would like to be remembered in prayer. The brethren's
encouragement is much appreciated. 1 Peter 5:7; Isaiah 41:10 ❑
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regular. They all send their love and greetings...The thought there
for awhile was that the door was closed. But now with the First
Volume study, I believe they are starting to change their minds.
There are regular meetings in Edmonton with the brethren there...It
has been 40 years since I have been consecrated and the Lord has
dealt graciously with me. It has been ten years since I was last at the
Chicago Convention, but this year the Lord permitted me to be in
your midst again, and I am happy for this occasion. In all of my past
experiences, I try to learn the lessons from them. They were all good
to my progress in the Truth along with the brethren. I need your
prayers that I may continue, and I will keep you all in mine..."
Wonderful to be Old
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee (WI) Bible Students Ecclesia
"...It has been 63 years since I gave my heart to the Lord, and Br. Ed
joined me after we were married 12 years. It has been a most
wonderful life to live with the Lord, to walk hand in hand with him
daily. We never had to ask the Lord for anything. He has already
provided things before we asked. At one time, we had a produce farm,
and we sold vegetables. We always had a big box of tracts and had
many opportunities to witness for the Lord. Br. Ed would handle that
part, so instead of selling and making money, he was selling the
Truth. It is now wonderful that we are old. It is the best part of our lives
because now we have no earthly aims, hopes and ambitions and are
filling this mind with all spiritual things so it will fit the spiritual
body. We are blessed richly by being at conventions every day via
videos. We thank Br. Tom Hack for providing the videos from this
convention and we thank Br. Jerry Leslie for providing the 'Beauties
of the Truth.' We go through that magazine in one morning. We are
very richly blessed with loving children and a wonderful family in
the Lord. We appreciated every discourse here and will appreciate
it more in our living room. As I said, we are richly blessed that we are
old because soon we will be at that grand and glorious convention.
It is exciting to think that maybe tomorrow we will be there and
greeted by our brethren and Lord Jesus. We are grateful for the peace
we have that passes all understanding. We thank you all for your
prayers. We have so many sisters that are homebound and appreciate
your prayers. We pray that we might all be faithful to the end..."
"Ministers, Atheists, Jews...Have Called Us"
Br. Rick Suraci, New Haven (CT) Ecclesia
"...Regarding our radio program, we have been on the air for 82
weeks. We have spoken about lots of subjects, from 'What is a cult?'
to 'Should Christians celebrate Halloween?' to 'Is there a hell fire?'
to 'What is the soul of man?' We have had wonderful opportunities
to discuss the Truth with many people. We have had ministers,
atheists, Jews and Christians callus. We had a call from a woman this
morning who simply had a question on an Old Testament Scripture.
She said, 'Don't answer it now. If you could do a program on it and
the concept behind it, I would appreciate it. Let me know and call
me so I make sure I listen.' I was very touched by that because our
framework of approaching the Truth is not trying to 'teach' them but
to relay the Scriptures. When we get other perspectives, we challenge
it with Scripture...The Lord has truly blessed us. I will admit that
sometimes it is an effort. The preparation work cuts into the rest of
life – balancing a family, ecclesia, job and radio program for me is
a little stressful and unfortunately I get flustered some weeks. But the
Lord is gracious and we thank Him for his overrulings and somehow
getting us through week to week...There is another overruling for
which we would like to ask your prayers. The individual who taught
us how to do radio, Anthony, left the radio station within the last few
months. It was a surprise to us but a thrill to find out he went to another
radio station, which is actually in my hometown (a much larger town
with a talk radio station). Their average audience is between 50,000
to 100,000 people. He is determined to see if he can get us on that

station. I meet with him about every other week. He has introduced
me to some people at the station. We really ask an interest in your
prayers along these lines...Sometimes the Lord has things planned
for us that we cannot imagine. The one lesson from me in the year
1999 to pass on to you is: Do not shorten the hand of the Lord in your
life. Ask him to stretch you and give you something to do..."
Conflict of Feelings
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick (NJ) Bible Students Ecclesia
"...This year has been very precious learning. Many brethren have
been congratulating us frequently for two things that happened this
year—our retirement and our first grandchild, for neither of which
can I accept congratulations. It is just an awesome, humbling
privilege for which we can take no credit. We know what is meant,
but we are thankful to the Lord for these two contrasting blessings.
One has to do with a decision because of our feeling of the shortness
of time, and the grandchild gives us the thought of maybe desiring
a little more time. So the Lord balances us and we thank him for every
moment. I also thank him for some of the bitter struggles I am having
in my mind. It is just between me and the Lord, and it is worse at night
because the powers of darkness are very much trying to get a hold
of me. I think Satan is very jealous over any progress or any zeal. I
know I can look back on the year and know it has been the best
because I have learned the most, but it also seems that my flesh is the
most frantically cornered. I want the new creature to have the upper
hand. There is one scripture I would like to leave with you. Br. Bob
and I have been meditating on it and have been repeating it to each
other over and over. It is my 'scripture of the year.' It seems like a very
extravagant promise but notice how many times the word 'all' is in
here. It is from 2 Corinthians 9. 'And God is able to make all grace
abound towards you that you, always having all sufficiency in all
things, may abound to every good work.' What else do we need? I
ask for your prayers that we can be a blessing in our sphere and be
humbled under the mighty hand of God and exalted in any way he
wants and when he wants it."
"No Priest Could Offer...What You Offered"
Br. Bill Harp, Cincinnati, Ohio
"...As we look over the year, we have had a lot of opportunities to
witness to the Truth concerning the wonderful promise to bless all
the families of the earth. It has been rather bittersweet in the fact that
we have had funerals for the members of our class who have been
faithful for 30-40 years. Of course, this has been going on for a few
years, and I knew when I came to the class that it would be that way
because all the brethren were about 10-15 years older than I. But a
funeral is a wonderful opportunity to speak the Truth and tell what
death really is and what the resurrection of the dead will mean to all
mankind. Sr. Hazel Borger who died at 91, had a daughter who knows
the Truth; her husband and his brother own a large car dealership in
Cincinnati. So there was a large gathering at her funeral, of which
many were Catholic. I didn't know how the son-in-law would take
the service, as he is a Catholic. But it went very well, we gave lots
of scriptures of comfort. Afterward the daughter said, 'That was the
most beautiful service I ever heard.' Then the husband came up and
said, 'Bill, no priest could offer anything like what you offered.' I
said, 'Praise the Lord because these are words from him.'
We do have opportunities all around us, brethren. If we go to
retirement centers and nursing homes and ask to talk to the activity
director, they are glad to talk with you. We can offer them videos.
I was attending an assisted living center for over a year. I would talk
for about 15 minutes on the Scriptures, and then we would have a
video. After a year, I decided that they had all heard it, so I asked the
activity director if she minded putting the videos on since there were
other places I wanted to go. She said yes, and when I checked about
six months later, she had been doing it. This year has been a
See Brethren next page
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Br. Albert 0. Hudson
■ Br. Albert 0. Hudson of England ended his earthly course on
February 10 at the age of 100 years. He is survived by his wife Sr.
Marjorie (Gainsborough House, 48 Gainsborough, Milborne Port,
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5BB, England). He had entered a nursing
home with a view to spending two weeks there to provide some relief
for Sr. Marjorie. Evidently the Lord had something better in mind
for him on the first day of his stay. Br. Hudson's dedication and
service to the brethren are well known. He was for many years editor
of the Bible Students Monthly and later the Bible Study Monthly.
Br. Hudson grew up during the formative years of the Bible
Students movement in Britain. He later wrote: "A distinguishing
feature of the early Bible Students movement was its insistence that
the early 20th century was to witness a Harvest of the Age. This, so
fervently anticipated by ministers and laymen during the 19th
century, had now become a reality. Christ is now present, overruling
the action and affairs of men so that the powers of this world will yield
to his rule.
During the years around 1909 Br. Hudson contributed his efforts,
with about 3500 brethren, distributing by hand more than twenty
million large four-page folders and twenty-seven thousand volumes
of Studies in the Scriptures. As a teenager, he was engaged in loading
baskets on bicycles with large tracts during the usual Saturday
"tracting efforts." Br. Albert would often recall the time when his
bike wheel got caught in a tramline rail on the Old Kent road in south
London, and he "took a cropper" as he put it (took a spill), with
considerable damage to his bike and his person.
Br. Hudson saw Br. Russell several times, and some of his most
memorable moments were in 1910 at the public lectures given by the
Pastor at the Royal Albert Hall. Several lectures were given with
attendances between 4,000-7,000 per meeting. The message was
received enthusiastically, and in one instance Br. Hudson recalls all
the young men having to "lean against the large doors of the hall to
hold them shut" because the hall was full, and still several hundred
wanted to come in.
In 1914 Br. Hudson witnessed the start of the Photo Drama work
in Britain. He recalled that the Photo Drama started off with a fiveweek run to packed houses in the London Opera House. Nearly thirty
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wonderful year in the Lord. We have had some sickness and
disability. In fact, the doctors were rather amazed at times when I tell
them how many miles I have driven. The Lord provides all the
strength and gives us the energy ...my 'motto' and my desire is that
we have many tools to work with, so let's make use of them..."

Life Marked by Answers to Prayer
Sr. Gloria Zendler, Detroit Michigan
"...I started on my Christian walk when I was in my teens. At the time,
I thought I would never be 40 years old. Seeing the year 2000 seemed
incredible and yet here we are I thank the Lord that I am still here
and walking in this narrow way. I am so grateful for the knowledge
of the Truth and the peace that comes with it. When all the doomsdayers were talking about the catastrophes and horrors that were
going to happen in 2000, I, too, thought that maybe it would. But
isn't that what we are expecting sooner or later? One day it is coming.
On the one hand, my flesh was wondering about it, and on the other
hand, I was excited at the prospect. I am almost a little disappointed
that it is all going so smoothly. My life in the Lord has been one of
powerful answers to prayer. One way in which the Lord answered
prayer was pointing me in the direction of articles or scriptures that
were pressing on my mind. One of the most powerful articles for me

million leaflets had
been distributed by
the brethren to publicize this work.
After the Pastor's
death in 1916, Br.
Hudson witnessed
the bold take over of
the Watch Tower
Bible & Tract Society by Joseph Rutherford. From 19171924 Br. Albert saw
many brethren part
ways with the "Society" and the birth of
the independent
Bible Students
movement in Britain.
He remained the
editor of the Bible

Br. Albert 0. Hudson

Study Monthly—started in 1924—until his death.

Br. Hudson witnessed two world wars, the fall of monarchistic
kingdoms, social and commercial discord in the world, demoralization of human conduct, and the restoration of Israel to her native land
— all foreseen in the word of God, and all coming to pass. Br. Hudson
said "The time has come. The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdom of our God, and of his Christ..." He believed that "this is
not the end. It is the introduction to a new beginning. The dawn
gleams on the horizon. The heralds of the dawn are still needed, those
who understand the significance of the times in which they live, and
are prepared to make its proclamation their life's work. God never
in all history has left himself without a witness, and now, in what is
perhaps the most momentous period of world history, that witness
must still be given."

was about cheerful endurance. My birthday text is 'Let patience
have her perfect work that ye may be entire, wanting nothing.' This
article made me realize that my goal was to cheerfully go through
all the experiences that the Lord has for me. That has been a great
lesson to me throughout my Christian life though not always being
successful at doing it. Br. Michael read a passage about crossbearing today, and as he was reading, I kept thinking about some of
the brethren who have borne heavier crosses than I—several
brethren in other countries. I pray that the Lord will give me strength
to bear whatever may come, and I rejoice in the blessing of being
here."

Br. Jerry Leslie's closing remarks (December 31 meeting)
"Let us take pause at the end of this year and think where the Lord
has led us and where he is leading us to. Let us remember those that
have taught us and gone before, weathered the storms, fought the
battles – those wise teachers who regarded the word of the Lord and
the Harvest message. Let us remember the formers who were before
them. Let us remember the early church fathers who had the courage
of their convictions. Let us remember the apostles and disciples. All
of them have gone before us, faithful unto death, and let us remember
our Lord and Master. As we remember their examples, let us vow that
See Brethren next page
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we will not forget their precedent and that we will carry this torch to
our last breath. Then, we will continue to give him the glory and
honor for eternity. Amen."

Poland during martial law. There were so many. I can imagine the
amount of work and love that went into the packages. We were able
to appreciate it even more when we were doing our own packing. The
words I would like to leave with you are: 'Wait on the Lord.' This
is my experience. I was thinking about Abraham and Isaac—how
they went to a place they did not know. In a beautiful phrase in
Genesis, 'They went both of them together.' My wish is that the love
with which you greeted us would help us to go together to the place
where the Lord will provide."

"Came Home" to Chicago
Sr. Danuta Grudzien, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
"It is the mercy of God that has led us here. I came to a country with
beautiful memories and lovely feelings. I came here home. I
remember very well my two visits here with my husband in 1981 and
1987. Your love, hospitality and loving hearts helped us to walk in "We Have Never Heard Anything Like This..."
our narrow ways. When the most difficult time in my life came, when Br. ban Hosu, Baia Mare, Romania
the Lord decided to take my beloved husband, it was then that your "I am the father of Sebastian Hosu here in Chicago and also Melanie
love was with us and strengthened us. The flowers that the brethren Humphreys in Phoenix, Arizona. I am happy to be here with you.
sent filled the house and our hearts. We can still feel their smell. Three days have been a wonderful feast. The brethren have served
Dariusz left home earlier and we had to struggle on our own. There us wonderfully with the Truth. And the brethren also serve us with
were many difficulties. It was difficult to arrange all the necessary wonderful natural food. I hope God will bless all of you that had a
documents for coming here, but
part in this. I received the Truth
everything we did was from the
30 years ago. I come from a
Lord and was provided. The
Pentecostal
family. Studying
The Van Allen Radiation Belts
biggest trial came when we had
the Bible, I had so many
Was Brother Russell ahead of his time? An interesting and peculiar
to sell the house and all the
questions and nobody was able
statement is found on page 2 of the Photo Drama of Creation: "There
property. There were many
to explain them. After meeting
are scientists who claim that the Earth still has one ring about it, an
difficult moments that would
some Bible Students and having
electrical ring which, falling, will in a few years destroy fermentation,
take much time, but we can
one discussion of four hours of
microbes and parasites, and greatly assist plant and animal life."
summarize them with a verse
questions and answers, I said,
The existence of such an electrical ring was not discovered until
from Psalm 13: 'How long will
`These people know where they
1958. Note the following extract from the Encyclopedia Britannica
thou forget me, 0 Lord?
are coming from and where they
(www.britannica.com ):
are going. From today on, I will
Forever?' But the Lord knew,
The magnetosphere includes two doughnut-shaped belts, or zones,
and soon we could read verse 5
go with them.' Since then, I was
centred on the equator that are occupied by appreciable numbers of
blessed. I did not know many
and 6: 'I have trusted in thy
energetic protons and electrons trapped in the magnetic field high above
things studying the Truth in the
mercy and my heart should
the sensible atmosphere. The inner belt extends from roughly 1,000 to
beginning. It is not enough to
rejoice in thy salvation.' We
5,000 kilometres above the terrestrial surface and the outer belt from
know the plan of God and his
have love for you from the class
some 15,000 to 25,000kilometres. The belts were named in honour of
character, but we must be like
we said good-bye to back home.
James
A. Van Allen, the American physicist who discovered them in
him. We must be like our
My mother always greeted the
1958. Van Allen's find was a triumph of serendipity: he detected the
heavenly Father and our Lord
brethren with the hymn, 'God
presence of the trapped particles with a Geiger counter designed to
Jesus. It is a hard thing. But we
has promised us a wonderful day
measure the flux of cosmic rays in space. It was the first great discovery
have the promise that our Lord
in the sweet by and by.' Those are
of the space age and was achieved by combining data obtained with
will help us. I will tell you a
the words I brought with me here.
instruments carried by three of the earliest U.S. scientific satellites—
recent experience. Last winter, a
My wish is that we can behave in
Explorer 1, Explorer 4, and Pioneer 3.
sister got sick. She lives about
such a way that we can meet and
35 kilometers from the class. She
be together with the Lord."
prayed to the Lord not to die
until the warmer weather in order for the ceremony to take place
Reprints—"Monuments of Culture"
[outside] and the people to come and be able to hear the word of God.
Sr. Anna Grudzien, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
She wished for the brethren to talk at her funeral. Our Lord listened
"It might be interesting for you to know how the Lord directed us so
that we could give a witness while we were packing. We had a set of to her prayer, and she died in the month of May. The brethren from
Polish Reprints. They were almost complete, and we wanted to take that area went to her funeral and they had a wonderful discourse.
them with us to America. They used to belong to my uncle, Stanley When it was finished, the people in that village said, 'We have never
Grudzien, who lives in Australia. He could not take them out of the heard anything like this. We want to hear this.' The Pentecostals from
country because they were old and treated as monuments of culture. that village came to me and another brother and said to us, 'We want
When we decided to ship them here, they were also stopped at the you to come to our meeting.' We went there, and they asked us to talk.
border and we could not take them. So we had to write for permission The other brother talked about the Abrahamic promise and I talked
to the National Library in Warsaw. They could not give permission about the Harvest. They were listening with interest. Some were
because they did not have them in the Library. They said we could afraid because they felt they were breaking their traditions. After it
was finished, most thanked us and invited us again. After that, we
either sell them, give them to the Library or leave them in Poland.
We checked with the brethren, and it turned out that they had some went to encourage an isolated brother. One of the elders came to that
brother to talk about the Truth, and asked me if we could go with him
other complete sets. Our decision was to present them to the Library.
They wrote a lovely thank-you letter in which they not only to talk about the Truth. He asked the brethren for prayers. We do not
enumerated all the volumes but actually copied the subtitles which have the occasion to witness like you do on the radio and television
said, 'Written to the Glory of God and His People.' We have the letter because we are not part of the Evangelical Alliance. We are not
and I do hope they will become a witness to those people who come allowed. The witnessing opportunities are mostly with the funerals
to do some research. Perhaps they will be a help in some way for the and possibly through booklets. I leave you with this text: 'Let your
Truth. The second item is that while packing, I was thinking about garments always be white, and let thy head lack no ointment.'"
See Brethren next page
how the brethren packed all these lovely packages and sent them to
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New Brethren in Christ
"0 satisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may rejoice and be glad all our days." Psalm 90:14

Immersions 1999-2000
At Lake Huron, MI October 30:
Br. Philip Rawson, son of Br. Kenneth and Sr. Virginia Rawson,
Edison, NJ. Brother Kenneth remarked that when he was a boy they
also had immersions in Lake Huron.
At Akron, Ohio November 28:
Sr. Marilyn Stanton, Akron Bible Students, learned the
fundamentals of Present Truth from her father and grandfather in the
1940's. She began reading the Dawn in the 1960's and purchased
the Volumes in the early 1990's. She began meeting with the Akron
Bible Students in April, 1999.
"He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."

Heb 13:5

At Groton, Connecticut February 13:
From Groton-New London Ecclesia
Sr. Lynn Fortier was introduced to the Truth by Sr. Lori Duhaime
and Sr. Rochelle Pryor who first met her at a mothering support group
in 1993. She started coming to meetings in 1999.
Sr. Kathy Rosenberg had been searching and came in contact with
Br. Jonathan Benson in 1999 through his cleaning business. She had
been studying with various groups including Jehovah's Witnesses.
At New Albany, Indiana February 26:
Sr. Vickie Flood, (Radcliff, KY) saw "The Divine Plan" television
program approximately eight years ago;
Sr. Tressia Austin, (Vine Grove, KY) natural sister to Sr. Vickie;
Br. Ron Austin, (Vine Grove, KY) husband to Sr. Tressia; and
Sr. Pam Miller, (Leitchfield, KY) daughter to Br. Ron and Sr. Tressia
Austin.

Brethren From page 8
Immigrant Finds Narrow Way
Br. John Bilia, Dallas-Fort Worth, (TX)
"...When I was almost 20 years old, I left my home in Romania. I had
a dream to go to America and have a good life. After going west in
Europe, I had a lot of experiences that I had never seen or heard about.
I thought everything was going to be perfect being in a different
country. After those experiences, I decided to go to the United States
because I thought it would be better. I came here illegally in a closed
container on a ship without food or water. It was almost two weeks
but I was also with friends. After two years, I realized it was not better
than Europe or other countries and I had no job. I was nobody, and
I was so depressed. When I was most depressed, somehow a friend of
mine got a job through a Bible Student family. I asked them if they
needed more workers. They said that they really needed more help.
It was the Bujor family in Chicago. One of them began to witness to
me and talk about the Scriptures. I really appreciate the way he
presented them to me, and I began to study the Bible during the
night...I realized soon that these people were wonderful, and the
plan they presented to me was wonderful. I began to study more
deeply and my life changed completely. I moved to Phoenix for
awhile where my studies became more intense. I consecrated at that
time and was immersed at the General Convention in California in
1997. I want to thank Jehovah for his mercy and for revealing the
hidden things to me. After that, God blessed me with a wonderful
wife. When I had come to this country, I applied for political asylum
and invented a story where I lied because I was not in the Truth at
that time. Now, I have to go to the Department of Immigration again
and state my reasons why I came to this country. I went once and did
not want to tell anything, so they sent me to a judge. So on February
23, I will go in front of a judge, and he will make a decision. But I
have already decided what to say. I will say that there was a lie. I will
tell the judge how God changed my life and tell him everything. I
will need your prayers to support us. No matter what the
consequences—if I have to return to Romania, I got what I needed—
the narrow way. I love it and I love you."

awe of him and really know the true meaning of sacrifice as he was
in such pain. He did not let anything stop him. He just went along
as if nothing was wrong. I am sure it brought everyone so much closer
to the Lord. The other item was that this year we tried something
different. Most of our children are more computer-literate than we
are. We had about 62 in attendance. All but one had E-mail, so we
decided that we were going to put the study book online and they
were to go online to print out their study book. There were a few bugs
to work out because it was the first time, but it was a blessing for me
to help organize this. The studies are there if any of the brethren are
interested in going on the Web for something to study. The address
is www.chicagobible.org/ypya. You can print them out from three
different formats. We hope you will get a blessing from them. We
look forward to the rest of the convention and all of the fellowship."
"I Saw the Lord in the Young People..."
Br. Stefan Neagomir, Columbus (OH) Bible Students Ecclesia
"The reason why I am here is because I felt so blessed by the Seminar
that none of you can imagine. It was such a blessing for everyone
there from the start to the end. We had wonderful brethren that gave
awesome studies. Br. Bob Gray led a wonderful study on deception;
Br. Jordan Gray led a study on 'Women and the Church' which was
really interesting. Br. Jim Parkinson led his study practically
bouncing around even though he had a broken arm. At the end of the
study, we found out that he had fallen before the study and broke his
arm. I do not know if he even knew that or not. He taught us about
the city of Jericho. Another surprise was a testimony at the end of the
Seminar. A lot of young people testified even though they did not
think they would. I think the Father gave them strength and showed
them how many blessings they had had. Br. Rick Suraci led the
testimony meeting and told us that we could see our Lord in those
few days of the Seminar. I saw the Lord in the midst of the young
people—in their faces, in their smiles and their eyes. I am thankful
to the Father for giving us this opportunity. I have also been enjoying
the convention afterwards even though I do not know many brethren
here. I feel truly blessed that I can call the Lord my Father. Please pray
for me as I pray for you all."

Led Study Despite Broken Arm
Sr. Vicki Griffin, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
"I have spent the week at the Young People's Seminar...it was
wonderful. We thank the study leaders for the time and effort and
blessings received. What really prompted me to come up was Br. Jim
Parkinson. His sacrifice of leading his study after he had fallen on
the ice was such an inspiration to the young people. They are in such

Shabbat Service Thrilling to Jews
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Bible Students Ecclesia
"About three months ago, I received a call from Rabbi Grossman who
is the head of the Orthodox Jews in the United States and also the
Chairman for the International Orthodox Congress. He asked if I
See Brethren page 12
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Harvest News
"The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few." Matthew 9:37

India Follow Up Meetings
The Lord continues to bless the efforts of
brethren from the "Bible Pinnacle"
Ecclesia, Bangalore, India. We are pleased
to present excerpts from two reports
submitted by Br. D. S. P. Varma. Ed.

Vellore Follow Up Meetings
"The study on 'Hell' was a super success!
About 150 Christians clearly understood
that the Bible hell was totally different from
the hell of the dark ages. It was a day of great
victory for the Truth. It was clearly shown
that our Heavenly father was not a torturing
tyrant but a most loving God that gave his
own beloved son to give eternal hope and
salvation to all mankind.
"We boarded the train to Katpadi (Vellore
district) at 2:30 in the afternoon. We had
opportunity to witness even before we
reached the meeting place. Seated in front of
us was a young dentist from Bangalore.
Mother casually began conversation with
her. In a short time we were all involved in
serious business! The topics spontaneously
started coming up. We placed some booklets
in her hands. It was so nice to see that she put
aside her 'mills and boon' and started reading the Truth. Her eyes fell on the Chart of the
Ages at the back of the Divine Plan Journal,
and once again we had much to talk about.
As the train came closer to the city, we hoped
that the Truth came closer to her soul.
"In the city we made some visits, including one at the usual place and prepared for
the next day. The subject was a rather tough
one. We had to prove the opposite of what
they had believed for ages!
"Our newspaper ad was put on the front
page. On the same paper, a little above our ad
was a picture of a burning bus with many
people trapped inside. It was a horrific incident that had happened just a day before.
Four university students were burnt alive
and many more were seriously injured. Right
below this was our ad—'Hell: Is it real? What
do the Scriptures say? Come and find out in
our day long meeting on this subject.'
"We had many newcomers in addition to
our regular students. First we reviewed the
last meeting's topic 'The Human Soul.' Next
we went straight to Hell! We had all the
Hebrew and Greek words on a chart. The
audience was silent and gripped by everything that was said. We read all the relevant
verses and compared different versions. A
great sign of relief was visible on the faces of
many as we closed the session for lunch. The
lady who gave the school hall for our meetings had come to the class in spite of her heart
problem. She came up and said, 'Now I can

face death without worry!' There were many
who expressed great relief.
"In the next session we answered a few
questions and talked about such things as
second death, the destruction of the devil,
etc.
"In the fourth session the subject was
`The Seed' traced from Genesis 3:15 to Romans 8:19-22 where it speaks of the liberty
that comes to the whole creation when the
body of the seed (the Christ) is complete.
"In the future it will be the very same
situation in Proddatur. I have to go to 'Hell'
again (the subject I mean)! We are counting
on your prayers. Be with us in this too."

Open Air Meeting in Penakunda
"The three days open air meeting in
Penakunda was completed successfully.
The result was the C&IG Mission church has
opened its doors for a weekly Bible study for
all interested. People from three different
churches and neighboring cities attended
the meeting. I was invited here because of the
good report of some that attended in
Proddatur. Now some that attended the
meetings were so thrilled they are going to
arrange meetings in other cities.
"We left for Penakunda on Friday morning. The meeting was from Friday to Sunday
in the evenings. Mountains surround the
city. Actually 'Penna-Kunda' means 'big
mountain'. About 500 years ago, a great
Indian King built a fort here. The city has 365
temples dedicated to 365 different Hindu
gods! It was built by the king for his wife who
wanted to worship a different god each day
of the year. I cannot describe the joy of
witnessing in 'Penna-Kunda' of the great
kingdom: the mountain of the LORD which
shall be exalted above all mountains (Isaiah
2:2) and about the only true God and his
beloved Son. How wonderful it would be if
a Bible Students ecclesia developed there!
"Christians from three churches had gathered in the small church ground. We had put
the huge 20 foot Chart of the Ages on the
stage and the chart of the scale of Adam and
Jesus. After some singing by local youths, I
was given the microphone and for two hours
the crowd listened to 'Jesus, the Ransom for
All.' One young school teacher who had
come about 110 kilometers to attend the
meeting was thrilled and said that this was
the real stuff that he was hungering for for
years! An old woman said to one of our
brethren that she would be willing to just
stay and listen for three days even if she had
to forego food and water.
"The subject for the next two days was

`The Three Worlds' and 'The Three Ways'.
But Satan would not keep quiet. The next
day he sent such a big rain that we had to
postpone the meeting. But we have learned
to leave everything to the Lord. It always
turns out for the good. I was asked to remain
for an extra day to compensate for the lost
day to spend more time with the leaders of
the church and other very interested people
discussing the Truth.
"The other two messages were also received with such interest that even after ten
o'clock at night the crowd would not move.
Ransom and Restitution (the 1000 year reign)
was the theme that echoed in all that was said
for the three days.
"On Sunday morning, I was asked to open
a newly built sextant's house in the church
compound. At the service I spoke on 'Why
God permits evil.' I was very happy to know
that this church is now independent. The
leaders of the church are all very keen about
the Truth. We decided to have the follow up
meetings in the church itself. I spoke about
some deeper doctrines with the leaders and
they are in a position to understand it. We
have to see how the Lord will direct our path
as we progress in the follow up meetings.
They are fixed on every Tuesday at seven in
the evening. I have to travel about three to
four hours to reach the place. I plan to return
by midnight to be back in Bangalore to do
other things. After seeing their zeal, I have to
adjust to whatever the difficulties.
"What is becoming more clear is that in
every city there are those who are hungering
for the Truth. We must move faster. There are
hundreds of cities where we have to go. The
city nearest to us is our own city, Bangalore—capital of the Karnataka state. Our
next target is this city. It would be one of the
biggest witness efforts so far in India. The
metropolitan city with a population of over
five million has a good Christian presence
with almost all the major denominations.
We have been preparing our own meeting
hall for use after the public meetings. We are
planning to have it the last week of April,
after the Memorial supper. Please pray for
this. It is going to cost very much. But we can
expect a very good harvest here. All other
open-air meetings have been for our preparation for this great effort. We now know how
to go about it. We know how to follow up.
Brethren, will you be with us as we prepare
to thrust in the sickle? The chief reaper with
us will reward our efforts.
"Thank you much for all your prayers and
support."
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Doors Open for Romanian Pilgrim
Sr. Elisabeta Precup conducted an
interview with Br. loan Galis for the
Newsletter, for which we express our
gratitude. We are pleased to present her
report here. Ed.

"It is amazing that a man without education would be able to penetrate through
doors and hold discussions with busy newspaper directors and journalists in the largest
cities of Romania. It can only be explained
that the Lord opened the doors," says Br.
Galis shaking his head and smiling his soft,
childlike smile.
He has a vision, of making known the
word of the Lord concerning the coming
establishment of the kingdom on earth to as
many people as possible. He has been accomplishing this vision for years in whatever ways he found expedient.
One of his main preoccupations for years
has been publishing Truth articles in the
newspapers. This requires traveling to the
main cities by train, by bus, or walking with
heavy luggage packed with tracts and brochures, and sleeping in a chair, in the train
station, or in some cases in a bed, as a guest
of those to whom he witnessed. This also
requires patience and perseverance, that
means "if they throw you out through the
door, you come in through the window."
Another field which he wishes to explore
and use if possible is visiting different
churches and asking for permission to address the audience with "a word of prophecy
just come from the Lord." In connection with
this, as being a good opportunity, he intends
to present to the ministers of the churches a
letter concerning Israel's role in prophecy. If
this is not possible, he will give the letter to
them personally and have a discussion on
the subject. If this is also not possible, he will
mail the letter.
A third method has been to give out tracts
and brochures and discuss with as many
people as possible during his travels and
stays in different places. To accomplish this,
he made three trips through the country
during this past winter, 10 days to 12 days
each. In passing he would visit the brethren,
classes and isolated along the way. His focus
was on the cities and towns in the south, as
this part of Romania was not as favored with
the Truth as the Northwest. Indeed, with very
few exceptions, all the brethren are located
in the Northwest.
Following are excerpts from a few of his
many experiences:
"Traveling by train in the same compartment with three other people, two men and
a woman, I asked them if they ever heard of
the Messianic Reign. They said, `No.' Then
I started to tell them and discuss with them
for about two hours our hope and the basis of

it, showing them that a difficult time is yet to
be upon the people before the kingdom will
be established on the earth. Then there will
be one flock and one shepherd in all the
earth. At this point the woman said with
illuminated face: 'This is it! In reading my
Bible I have been thinking so much when
and how could there be only one flock and
one shepherd!' It was like a meeting on the
train.
"In the city of Petrosani I was going to
take the train to another place, when a young
Pentecostal woman saw me giving out tracts,
she came to me and said: 'Brother, brother,
do you allow me to come with you?' And I
said: `Yes.' So we got on the train and she
said: 'Let me go first.' So she started and I
followed her in each compartment. She would
open the door and say smiling: `Here we
have some beautiful tracts and brochures for
you.' Some of the people would say: `From
whom are they, what group?' She would say:
doesn't matter, they are from the Lord.' It
was so nice that she recognized me from a
previous trip when she had visited each
compartment with no written material, just
telling the people to repent and recognize
the Lord Jesus. She was so happy to have
something to give out. I am going to mail to
her a box full of tracts. I asked her if she was
willing to give the pastor in her church a
letter. Of course she was willing.
"On another train in a compartment
packed with gypsies, Pentecostals and Baptists, I offered them tracts and went further to
cover if possible all the compartments. When
I returned the gypsies invited me inside for
discussions. They asked me about the Kingdom on earth, as they have read in the tracts,
of which Kingdom they obviously did not
know. Then I mentioned the nearness of it
and of Israel being a sign. They did not
dispute it, but one of them said it could not
be possible. Then a woman said to that one:
`It is possible, brother, there is so much
written about the Jews in the Bible that they
would return to their land and be blessed
there.'
"In the city of Pitesti, during the second
trip, I went to a Pentecostal church just
before their meeting. There were about 200
present. When the pastor showed up I went
to him and asked if I was allowed to address
the congregation with a subject of prophecy.
He said: `I would allow you, brother, but we
happened to have a visitor like you who
caused trouble in the congregation, so I
would not like that to happen again.' I told
him that such a thing could not happen, that
I know the Pentecostal brethren have a good
ear to hear and they are more receptive to
what the Lord has to reveal to them, and that
my address would be short, no points of

Br. loan Galis
dispute, only true prophecy on Israel's restoration. Then he said: `Well, brother, but be
short.' So he introduced me to the congregation as 'Brother Ioan from Cluj, who has
some greetings for us.' I started to show them
some of the prophecies that are now being
fulfilled and others future, and what our
position should be, only 15 minutes in all.
Then he closed the meeting and said: 'Brethren, this, what Br. Ioan presented is true, we
should pray for the people of Israel and its
restoration from now on.' All of the congregation said: `Amen!' I had observed that the
people paid very close attention, so at the
end I asked the pastor if I could give out
tracts. He agreed and made an announcement. There was a line for tracts on the
establishment of the Kingdom.
"After everything was finished, a sister
came to me and asked me if I had a place to
stay overnight. I said I did not have, since I
did not have relatives there. In the meantime
a man came and discussed with the sister and
said I was to stay with him if I was in agreement. So we went to his home where his wife
had prepared a very good meal. She was
Orthodox, but she proved to be a very gentle
and polite woman, and having a nice spirit
of service. Her husband and I had a long
discussion on Bible subjects, mainly on the
Kingdom. I can tell you that his ways of
conduct and speaking were not any different
than those of a brother. In fact the whole
atmosphere of their home was like that in the
homes of the brethren. Even his prayer was
so much in harmony with what we learned to
be a proper prayer. He did not deny anything
I told him, but he asked many questions, so
I left with him the brochure "The EstablishSee Pilgrim next page
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ment of the Kingdom" based on the chapter
in Volume IV, telling him that he should not
be stumbled by the dates, which the author
later corrected. Next morning he went with
me to the newspaper offices and wanted to
wait until I was finished, but I dismissed him
saying it could take long hours, which it did.
"In the town of Peret, of 10,000 people, I
asked the pastor of the three Adventist
churches if I could present something, but he
said, no, he was afraid of disturbances. Instead he was willing to discuss with me and
I asked him to inform the congregation on
Israel's restoration. Then I asked if I could
give out tracts to his people in the town and
he agreed. So I started to go on the streets and
ask if they knew where Christian people
lived. In one place I was invited to dinner and
during our discussion the host was so angry
with my ideas that I thought I could not stay
for dinner, but his daughter-in-law insisted
that I stay and eat of her food. Her gentle
spirit calmed the atmosphere. The point of
dispute was, of course, the sabbath. I told
them that Israel's sabbath was a type and
showed them the antitype. In other places we
had good discussions and gave out many
tracts.
"In the city of Sibiu, a large city, I visited
a renowned preacher and evangelist in the
radio station 'The voice of the Gospel' which
goes out throughout the country and is run
by some of the main neo-protestant denominations. He is an elderly man. I was told by
him that he served time in the communist
prisons together with two of our brothers,
Bote and Hurdubaia, and he was also visited
by them at his home. I never met such a
reasonable nominal preacher. He listened to
my questions, answered with ample scriptural proof and did not make any statement
without a good foundation. In some cases he
said he did not know the answer and asked

Brethren

how we understood it. In asking him the
purpose of the resurrection he said: 'The
purpose of resurrecting those who did evil is
a good purpose. The breach Satan made in
Eden must be repaired through the kingdom
on earth.'
"Many of the newspaper directors accepted articles for publication, but others
did not. Some of them promised they would
publish them later, but some did at once. The
normal charge is between $55-$110, but
with negotiation it goes down to one-quarter
or one-third of that amount. These prices are
in some cases for only one article in others for
two or even three. They most generally prefer short material. In several cases they preferred to interview me instead of just publishing the articles as they were.
"In the city of Targoviste the journalist
phrased such a nice expression of his own
after asking me who I was, what I believed,
etc. We presented to them the article 'The
end of the world is not a destruction of the
people of the earth.' So he said, 'The need
was felt that Pastor Russell bring to light the
Scriptures relating to the establishment of
the kingdom on earth.'
"In the city of Pitesti, which was mentioned earlier, I was interviewed by a woman
in an office where three other women were
working. The journalist wanted to do a good
job and understand well what I was saying.
The other three overheard our discussion,
came close and started to ask questions. This
went on for several hours. One of them had
a son that had died and wanted to know what
would happen to him. Tears came into her
eyes when heard he was sleeping peacefully
but she is going to meet him again. There
were so many good questions and in such a
reverential manner and earnestness that I felt
as though I were in a meeting with sisters.
"In the city of Ramnicu-Valcea an interview lasted for four hours. The journalist did

From page 9

would join his congregation on Shabbat and speak to them in the
morning and then have a dialogue in the afternoon. I said my
preference would be to show the Israel video. An orthodox
synagogue does not have any electronic equipment on Shabbat, so
he said they wanted me there for the Shabbat service. It took place
two weeks ago, and it turned out to be very thrilling. I had a little
apprehension because you sometimes wonder about the
motivations when there is an hour-long dialogue. Sometimes they
will become very skeptical or question what we stand for. He
introduced me and turned to me and said, 'You are the first Christian
and the last Christian (unless you come back) that has had the
privilege of worshipping and serving us here on Shabbat.' He said
that he had gotten a phone call yesterday from an associate of Jerry
Falwell and Pat Robertson, representing the religious coalition.
They told him, 'Why are you having that man there? He is a Bible
Student! Do you know what the Bible Students think? They are not
your friends. We, the Evangelicals, are your friends!' Rabbi
Grossman said to him, 'I would believe a Bible Student any day
before I would believe an Evangelical.' I was so thrilled at that. It was

not give any sign of tiredness or impatience.
In fact after finishing writing the article, they
called on me to read it and make sure it stated
my thoughts correctly.
"I would like to tell one more very nice
experience: in one of the previous trips I had
left some articles where the man promised
they would publish them and I returned to
see what happened with the whole matter. I
left some brochures also. When he saw me he
said: 'Do you have more brochures? I didn't
get to read any of them, because I put them
on the shelf with the thought of taking some
home to read when I have time, but all of
them were taken by my colleagues. They
would come in and see them there and say,
"Sounds nice, may I have it?" So I have none
left.'
"In each place some special words seemed
to be the key of success. When seeing them
undecided I would say, 'These are true things,
not vain imagination. They will be fulfilled
soon and no doubt you will have a joy seeing
you contributed in telling them to others.' At
this, even if they would not accept the literature, they would say in a gentle manner: 'I am
really sorry I cannot do it.'
"In all of the places where we have brethren they took the responsibility to see further
to this work. But in the other areas I made
good friends and, Lord willing, will visit
them again.
"There are too many stories to tell all of
them. We wish to encourage the brethren to
be bold in telling others the good tidings of
great joy which is so dear to us, as long as we
have an opportunity to do it."
Br. Galis said in closing: "Don't think I
am always quick to do these things. But
when suggestions to hold back enter my
mind I say to myself, 'Where does this suggestion come from? Not from a good source.'
So I take courage and go further." ❑

a wonderful session. I just spoke with Rabbi Grossman before
leaving for Chicago, and he said he is getting continual, wonderful
feedback from his congregation on the wonderful Shabbat day we
had together. The second point is that I received an E-mail from one
of my Biblical Zionist contacts in Israel last week. There was an
article that appeared in the Tel Aviv Globe. They said in an historical
item that Rothschild purchased part of the Golan Heights and even
part of western Syria back in 1890. They turned the deed over to the
United Jewish Agency that handles all the land reclamation in Israel.
This agency turned the deed over to the Prime Minister's office in
the 1990s. Barak has the deed but he is sitting on it. He will not use
it in his negotiations as a legal right to the Golan Heights because
of the pressure of President Clinton. But it is thrilling. On a personal
note, as I look back at the past year and my time living in the last
century, I have learned to cherish my relationship with my risen
Lord, especially as my sympathetic high priest. I have been
overwhelmed with the combination that Paul uses to describe our
high priest in Hebrews 4:14 'He is a merciful and faithful high priest.'
That has been a great comfort to me..." ❑
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Serving Our Brethren
"Neglect not the gift that is in thee."

1 Timothy 4:14

Three New Booklets:

A Timely Warning!

Do We All Worship the Same God?

Israel—A Nation of Miracles

The United States now has a multi-religious
culture—Arab, Indian, Chinese, and
Japanese – each with their own religion. Are
there many ways to eternal life or just one
way? Which religion is the true religion?
These are questions that many are now
asking. Only the Bible, rightly understood,
can give the complete answer.

First there was Holocaust revisionism, then
land revisionism and now Israeli history
revisionism. The latter two revisionisms are
by a few self-hating Jewish intellectuals.
And many believe their distortions. This
booklet sets the record straight. The land
belongs to the Jews – not the Arabs. The wars
and development of the new State of Israel
was a series of miracles. In this year 2000,
Catholics and Protestants are flocking to the
Holy Land. Now is the time to advertise this
booklet.

Can We Identify Antichrist?

Born-Again Christians are snatching up
every piece of literature on the Antichrist
they can get their hands on. Of course, they
are expecting a superman Antichrist during
a future seven-year tribulation. On the other
hand, the Pope representing Papacy has
maintained a high profile in world affairs.
Now is the time for this booklet.

Orders should be addressed to: Bible
Students Congregation of New Brunswick,
P. O. Box 144, Edison, NJ 08818-0144. Cost
of each booklet: Thirty cents plus postage.

Secretary changes:
Prince Albert North Saskatchewan Ecdesia
Allen J. Zembik
Box 57
Prince Albert, SK S6V 5R4 , Canada
Phone: (306) 922-3390
E-mail: zembik@sksympatico.ca

Associated Bible Students of Metro Detroit
Bill Dutka
25906 Glenmore
Novi, MI 48374
Phone: (248) 347-4899
E-mail: dutkaws@aol.com

Siberia From page 1
On January 27 we visited an elderly sister, Arisha. She is 92 years
old and can't come to the meetings. We were very happy to find her
healthy and asked her what she thought about the present time. Her
answer was very interesting. She said "When the last member of the
Church will be in heaven, then something will happen on the earth."
We were glad for her answer and encouraged her to study and to know
many scriptures from the Bible. She told us how they had the
meetings at her home about 30 years ago.
After this visit we went to Sr. Tania' s. She is also old and has
problems with her legs. We had nice fellowship. She had many
questions and Br. Vasea gave her the explanations. She was sad
because her husband died last year in November. We tried to comfort
her with the hope of the resurrection. He died because a tree fell on
him when he cut it from the forest.
We had more meetings on January 28 and 29. The sisters asked,
"Who has the holy Spirit?"; "What is the new creature?" and there
was much discussion.
We had the last meeting in Tulun at the home of Sr. Jenea. A letter
was read from a certain brother who claims that the Memorial is to
be on March 18. This resulted in much confusion amongst the sisters.
We told them—and Sr. Tamara understood—that we should have
the Memorial in April [18] which is Nisan, the first month of the
Jewish calendar. We asked the sisters if they wanted our brethren to
come again and they said: "Yes, they may come and the doors are
open for them." Then they voted for the brethren to visit them again.
There were tears with requests for prayers and advice from the
brethren concerning the calculation of the date. We comforted these

The Newsletter has been informed by some
brethren that cash sent to us in the mail has
not been acknowledged. We regret to say
that these letters have not been received.
Cash in envelopes may be easily detected by
means of today's technology in or out of the
Post Office. Therefore, it is best to follow the
long-time rule of sending only checks or
Money Orders through the mail. Your
cooperation is appreciated.
Testimony Tapes Requested
Br. Kenneth Glaze, whose activity is limited
due to infirmity writes: "To keep close to the
brethren I have started a library of
convention audio cassette tapes of Prayer,
Praise and Testimony meetings. This to
cover the period from 1950s to early 1990s
If you have such tapes I would be very
thankful to receive copies; could reimburse
reasonable postage."
Send any tapes to: Kenneth Glaze, Virginia Towers, 500 Virginia Ave. Apt. 902,
Towson, MD 21286.
"But to do good and to communicate forget not: for
with such sacrifices God is well pleased" Heb 13:16

with assurances that they understood correctly the date April
18. [Br. Lajbida, Ukraine, plans to visit these sisters to celebrate
Memorial with them in April. Ed.]
On January 30, all the sisters came to see us off. We sang many
hymns and all the sisters sent greetings to the brethren in other
countries. We had a prayer together and some sisters came with us
to the train station. The elderly sisters stayed at home because it was
very cold outside. We left for Tomsk and with tears we said goodbye
to our dear sisters from Tulun.
We arrived on January 31, and were met by Sr. Tamara. We went
to the home of Sr. Tonia. These two sisters were in Tulun when Br.
Jerry Leslie and Br. Ken Rawson were there.
When we entered the apartment we saw many tables and maps.
They had many questions about Armageddon. Br. Vasea discussed
the subject with them until another brother came.
We left some of the brochures "The Establishment of God's
Kingdom" from Volume IV and "What Say the Scriptures about
Hell." We left the next morning for Moscow.
By the Lord's grace we arrived safely at home on February 5. We
rejoiced to be with the dear brethren from our class again and shared
our joy and sorrow with them. We are happy to share it with you also,
our dear brethren. It could be much more, but as you know we cannot
put all these things on paper.
We thank the Lord and you also for your help, advice and prayers,
which helped us very much.
We realize how happy we are because we have this precious Truth
and we are so rich. We pray that we will all remain faithful until death.
sisters
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Bible Students Aid Foundation Trustees' Annual Report
For more than twelve years, by the mercy and grace of God, it has been
our privilege to plead the cause of those of our fellowship with
special needs. Proverbs 31:9. One of the great joys we continue to
have is the unique privilege of sensing or observing the spiritual and
temporal gifts that so many hearts contribute to our effort. We
express our gratitude to all those who have helped hold up our hands.
None of this work could go on without the strength and wisdom from
above as well as generosity of the brethren at large.
This year, we wish to acknowledge especially the generosity of
those who have included the Foundation in their estate plans. Quite
properly, we are almost never aware of a bequest earmarked for the
Foundation until after death. Obviously, in these instances, it is not
possible for us to send a traditional note of thanks to the testator.
Thus, we reserve this space here and now to express our gratitude to
those who have elected to direct a part of their stewardship in this
way, regardless of which side of the veil they are on at the present
time. All contributions - regular contributions as well as special
bequests - are added to the principal of the trust, as required by law.
The principal generates income and the income is almost exclu-

sively the source of the funds that we have available to make grants
to brethren in need.
We are happy to remind the brethren that official applications for
aid are readily available at many convention booktables and may
also be obtained from the Foundation's liaison, New Albany Bible
Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 197, New Albany, Indiana, 471510197). Also, if you have received aid, please promptly send an
acknowledgment letter to our bank (Bible Students Aid Foundation,
PNC Bank Kentucky, Inc., Louisville, Kentucky 40296). This is the
only effective way for us to know that the aid was actually received.
Please pray for us and for the kingdom that it might be fully
established and that earth's night of sin may soon be but a memory.

Financial Report January 1 - December 31, 1999
Total grants given to brethren in need
Regular contributions and special bequests
received

$9,390.51
$227,836.13

Bible Students Newsletter
Financial Report. 1999
The past year has been another blessed privilege of serving the
Lord's people through the pages of the Newsletter. Encouraging
letters come to us indicating that this stewardship is still viewed as
a blessing from the Lord. This publication would not be possible
without the support of many brethren through their time, means and
prayers. We thank the Lord for all assistance received.
In the last four issues a total of 48 brethren were reported as
finishing their course, while 39 immersions were reported. Of this
total, 34 of the new candidates were from overseas while only five
were from the United States. The 27 years of deaths and immersions
listed in the Newsletter represent a rich archive, not previously
available. We urge ecclesias and individual brethren to inform the
Newsletter of such listings so as to have a more complete record for
future reference.
Inspiring stories continue to pour forth from India where thousands of public are receiving and responding to Present Truth.
Elsewhere, brethren continue to increase their witness activities on

a global scale, taking fuller advantage of emerging technologies
such as mass media and the internet. A future issue will report in more
detail on many of these Harvest activities of the brethren.
We wish to close by giving thanks and praise to the heavenly
Father for these privileges.

Funds at January 1, 1999

9,549.24

Income
Contributions
Interest

9,571.90
387.86

9,959.76

Expenses
Printing
Postage
Phone (L.D.)
Supplies/Misc.

2,965.00
2,338.62
39.35
177.87

5,520.84
13,988.16

Balance at December 31, 1999

Romania-Moldova Fund
Financial Report. 1999
The generosity of the brethren in 1999 was overwhelming.
Contributions increased about $3,000 over the previous year. All of
this increase went toward humanitarian aid. Expressions of gratitude
continue to pour forth from needy brethren in Romania, Moldova
and Siberia. Though the needs of the brethren continue to increase,
a sufficient balance is now on hand to meet anticipated expenditures
for the next six months.
The actual total for humanitarian aid was $15,600. Of this total,
$6,000 was held by the fund at the request of the Romanian brethren
because of economic instability. It was considered wise not to have
too high a balance in their bank account, so money on hand for future
printing projects was used for humanitarian aid. Money held in
reserve will be transferred as soon as prudence dictates.
More than $6,000 was spent on new computers and equipment.
The new computers will allow for greater speed, capacity and
compatibility, while older computers are still useful for entering

Romanian text for transfer to the faster machines.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia administers the fund
for Eastern Europe.

Funds at December 1, 1998
Contributions
Withdrawals:
Humanitarian Aid
Computer Equipment and Supplies
Bank Charges and Miscellaneous

2,948.51
24,596.00
9,600.00
6,100.00
175.75
15,875.75

Allocated but Undistributed Funds:
Humanitarian Aid (see explanation)

6,000.00

Balance at November 30, 1999

5,668.76
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Conventions
"Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing." Psalm 100:2

April 8, 9 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Morse Road Conference Center, 1048
Morse Road. For accommodations write: Todd Alexander, 7730
Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone (614) 939-9761. Email: toddnalex@aol.com
April 15, 16 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial Convention. Pilot School, Garden of
Eden Rd., Wilmington, DE. Five speakers, immersion service
(please notify Secretary in advance if possible). Information from
Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE
19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673.
April 21-23 Winnipeg, MB, Canada. Winnipeg Bible Students
Annual. Lincoln Motor Hotel, 1030 McPhillips Street, Phone: (204)
589-7314. Programs and information from: Winnipeg Bible
Students, Box 217, Winnipeg, MB R3G 2G9, Canada. E-Mail:
wpgbible@escape.ca

June 17, 18 Hope, Indiana. Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope. Five
Speakers. Information from Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th
Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail:
schas@qmix.net
June 23-25 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street S.E. Reservations: Mrs. Joy
Blackman, 3181 Inland Dr. S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 3620622.
July 1-3 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Bible Students
Congregation of New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickenson
University, Madison, NJ. Eight Speakers. Symposium: "Putting on
the Whole Armor of God," Panel Study: "Psalm 45," and Panel
Discussion: "The Test of Time." Secretary, Mrs. Robert Ostry, 19
Park Ave., Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732)424-8372. E-Mail:
robertostry @msn.com

May 6, 7 Detroit, Michigan. Spring Annual, Associated Bible Students
of Metro Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500 Middlebelt, Garden City,
MI. Secretary: Bill Dutica, 25906 Glenmore, Novi, MI 48374. Phone: (248)
347-4899. E-mail: dutkaws@aol.com

July 1-3 Prince Albert, SK, Canada. Prince Albert North Saskatchewan
Ecclesia. East Central School, 12 miles East of Prince Albert on Highway
302. Information from Secretary: Allen J. Zembik, Box 57, Prince Albert,
SK S6V 5R4, Canada. Phone: (306) 922-3390. E-Mail:
zembik@sk.sympatico.ca

May 6, 7 Plainville, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students Ecclesia.
Howard Johnson, 400 New Britain Ave., Plainville, CT. Secretary:
Mrs. Daniel Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108.
Phone: (860)289-0116. E-mail: 75244.2371 @compuserve.com

July 26-30 Delaware, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias 26th Annual. Ohio
Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. Details from Secretary: Todd
Alexander, 7730 Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone: (614)
939-9761. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com

May 20, 21 Vancouver, BC, Canada. Vancouver Bible Students.
Seventh Day Adventist Church, 5350 Baillie St. For details contact
Secretary: Barbara Ann Smith, 1787 148A St., Surrey, BC V4A 6G5,
Canada. Phone: (604)538-5550. E-mail bas4@home.com

September 23, 24 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia.
YWCA Building, 418 N. Wayne St., Piqua, OH. Four Speakers. Panel
discussion on the Millennium. Programs and information from
Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 211 King Court, Sidney, OH 45365.
Phone: (937) 492-8610. E-mail: peddemors @erinet.com

May 27, 28 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St.
Louis. Holiday Inn South, 1-55 & Butler Hill Rd., St. Louis, MO
63129. Eight speakers. Symposium: "Pastor Russell's Dates for the
Rise and Fall of Babylon." For information: Convention chairman
Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129. Phone:
(314) 846-6860. E-mail: pkrobinson @aol.com
June 3, 4 Waterbury, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students
Annual. June 3 in Morris, (CT) and June 4 at the Litchfield Fire
House, Litchfield (CT). For programs or information contact
Secretary: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, Waterbury Bible Students, P.O.
Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721. E-mail Tsimonis@aol.com
June 16-18 Allentown, Pennsylvania. Allentown Bible Students
Annual. Cedar Crest College in Allentown, PA. For reservations
contact Secretary: Sr. Sylvia Yanolko, 820 St. Paul Street, Whitehall,
PA 18052. Phone: (610) 783-8831. For E-mail reservations contact
JYoung 1874 @ aol.com
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

October 7, 8 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students
Ecclesia. Programs and information from Secretary: Jackie
Lancaster, P.O. Box 13155, San Antonio, TX 78213-0155. E-mail:
corlan@ stic.net
October 27-29 Uniontown, PA. Connellsville Bible Students Annual,
New location: Pennsylvania State University (Fayette County Campus).
Five speakers. Contact: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive,
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (724) 258-2585.
November 23-26 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia.
Annual. Best Western 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Study on the
Beatitudes. For programs/reservations: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove
Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330) 882-3309 or Joanne Klich,
E mail: jklich@akron.infi.net
-

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the
Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).
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The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume

responsibility for their accuracy.

Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 2000

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

