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"A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid." Matthew 5:14

"Each individual Christian should let his
light shine before men, so the church as a
whole is to be like a city set on a hill which
cannot be hidden...Individually and
collectively the church should let its light
shine before men that many might see their
good works, their likeness of character to the
Lord, and glorify the Heavenly Father." R.
4558
Since its inception in 1973 the Bible
Students Newsletter has given special focus
to the ecclesia-related activities of witnessing to the world and of serving the brethren.
Brethren who cherish the Truth in their hearts
share a common bond in their desire to let the
blessed light shine forth upon the darkness
of this world. Recent witness activities and
new methods of sharing the truth indicate
that collective and individual opportunities
to speak the gospel are increasing. Submissions for this issue contain striking evidence
of these blessed privileges.

Witness Testimonies
Several testimonies at the Connellsville
(PA) Convention in October demonstrate
the great zeal of individual brethren to be
good ambassadors for Christ. One theme
shared by all was new fields of activity.
Sr. Nancy Machacek of the Northwest
Indiana Bible Students points to the ongoing Spanish translation of the Volumes as
preparation for a strong witness effort in
hitherto neglected areas.
"I wanted to share with you all something
to keep in your prayers. Let me give you a

little history. Last September we were with
Br. Bill and Sr. Edith Harp in their home, and
Br. Harp made the statement that the interest
in the Spanish-speaking communities
around the world for Truth matter, Truth
literature, Truth information is exploding,
and at the time that he said it, I got
goosebumps because I knew that. As some of
you know my family background includes
Mexican, and while I was in school I studied
Spanish. Thirty years ago I was very good at
speaking Spanish, but it's really gone—if
you don't use something you forget it. When
Br. Bill made that statement a little bell went
off in my mind and I knew that I needed to
start brushing up. I am very excited.
"The First Volume is translated into the
Spanish language, and it's a good translation. The Second Volume is presently being
proofread and will soon go to print. Some
booklets have been translated as well. The
interest is to have the Volumes translated
successively. Eventually the Reprints will
follow. Funds are available and we are moving forward with a committee formed for this
purpose. At present the exclusive interest is
to translate the Volumes.
"Brethren, the Spanish-speaking world
has been kept under by the Catholic Church.
As we all know, it was through the Spaniards
that the Roman Church was put about the
necks of the people. Superstition is rampant
amongst much of the Spanish-speaking
world. The Truth is the light of the world and
we are very thrilled. Think of it brethren—
South America, Central America—in the

Chicago region there are huge Spanishspeaking communities. Miami has its own
little Cuba. Think of all the opportunities for
the Word of the Lord to go forth! That is the
reason for my excitement. I bring it before
you all for your prayers and before the Lord
for his guidance and his will to be accomplished. We are thrilled to see this work
going forth as the Lord sees fit."
See City on a Hill page 4

Greetings in the Lord
Warm Christian greetings for the year 2000
from every member of the Miami Valley
Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the
Bible Students Newsletter.

In the past year the Lord's hand has been
highly visible in our affairs for which we
render grateful praise. Likewise we deeply
appreciate the loving cooperation, interest
and support of our brethren during that time.
Since the Millennium will continue to be
prominent in the public's mind it will no
doubt present many opportunities to witness to receptive minds concerning God's
Kingdom and related subjects.
Let us join with our beloved Pastor in the
beautiful words with which he opened each
New Year's greetings: "Let us, beloved brethren, make plenty of good resolves respecting
what we shall be willing to be, to do, to suffer,
in fellowship with our Lord; that we may by
his grace make of it the best year thus far of
our lives..." Manna, December 31
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"In my distress 1 called upon the LORD...and he did hear my voice...and my cry did enter into his ears.

■Br. Charlie Chambers (3039 E. 23rd Ave., Vancouver, B.C. V5R
1B2) of the Vancouver (BC) Ecclesia was admitted to the hospital
for chest pains on December 18. Since that time he has gone through
a series of tests including X-rays, stress tests, ECG' s and EKG's.
Nothing was found so he was sent home, still in great pain. Br. Charlie
phoned his family doctor to request a visit to determine what action
to take next. During the office visit, the doctor checked Br. Charlie's
back. and found that he had a fractured fourth vertebra. The affected
nerves are connected to the frontal portion of the chest thus causing
the tremendous pain.
Br. Charlie stated "It's a relief to find out what the problem is even
though the pain is there. Nothing can be done to remedy the fracture,
except to relax and be as still as possible." He and Sr. Ruth wish to
express their thanks for all the messages and love and would
appreciate a continuing interest in the prayers of the brethren in this
experience.

■Sr. Bessie Sennewald (80 Franklin Ave. Apt 136, Rockville, CT,
06066) has recently returned to her assisted care apartment. She
suffered a broken hip last June and underwent therapy and is now
happy to be back in her home. Sr. Bessie is 94 years old and has only
partial sight in one eye. She loves correspondence from the brethren,
which is read to her. The following is her message to the brethren.
"I thank God for my blessings and my friends who, during my
recent stay in the hospital, brought me spiritual refreshing by their
visits, phone calls, letters and cards.
"Thanks also to my brethren who shared their 'Convention feasts'
with me by sending me little spiritual messages with their names
attached. This little 'thought but for a moment' brings a lot of
brotherly love. We can feel that 'tie that binds' us together.
"And the Lord harkened and heard and a book of rememberance
was written before HIM... Mal. 3:16"

■ Br. Jim and Sr. Roberta Watkins (6760 Chambersburg Road,
Dayton, OH 45424) of the Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia express their
sincere appreciation for all the prayers, cards, letters, E-mails, phone
calls and visits from the friends concerning the death of Br. Jim's
mother, Evva Banks of Dayton. "It was particularly difficult," Br. Jim
mentions, "because it was unexpected. My mother was in fairly good
health and had planned to attend our convention (Miami Valley
Bible Students) the next day...By the Lord's providence Br. Laddie
and Sr. Debbie Stewart were spending the weekend with us. My wife
said she was so grateful that they were there with her, again obviously
[an overruling] from the Lord."
■ Br. Jerry & Sr. Dolores Andrus ( 3105 Inland Drive So., Salem,
OR 97302-9467) have had deep concern for their daughter Kern
Myers who had laproscopic surgery removing her gallbladder the
beginning of November. She also had a kidney transplant from Br.
Jerry on December 14. That operation was successful and both are
progressing toward full recovery.
Fifteen brethren throughout the country had offered one of their
kidneys if the need arose. Br. Jerry and Sr. Dolores write, "Words fail
to express the joy and comfort that these offers have resulted in the
hearts and lives of Kern and family. It is a testimony that the spirit
of Jesus is preciously alive and working in the lives of his people."
A continued interest in prayers is requested.
■Br. Harry Grable (5644 Grove Road, Clinton, OH 44216) of the
Akron (OH) Ecclesia had a fall which hurt his arm requiring surgery.
He would appreciate an interest in your prayers.

2 Sam 22:7

■ Sr. Marguerite Alfano (9222 Garrison Drive, Apt. 210A,
Indianapolis, IN 46240) of the Hope (IN) Ecclesia had surgery for
colon cancer on September 30 and also suffered a slight stroke
subsequently. Although her speech and her right hand have been
affected, after therapy there has been some improvement. Sr.
Marguerite wishes to thank the brethren for the many cards which
have been such a source of strength and encouragement. She said,
"I was amazed at the number of brethren who remembered me in
prayer!"
■ Br. Mark Chastain (5991 Evelyn Dr., Franklin, IN 46131;
chastain@surf-ici.com) of the Hope (IN) Ecclesia suffered a fall on
September 9 incurring a broken collar bone in three places and also
a concussion. "While the experience has been one of great rejoicing
and thankfulness because it has allowed the new creature to grow,"
Br. Mark says, "it has not been easy on my wife and sister in Christ,
Ela. She has been constantly by my side and has been a great
encouragement." The bones are not healed yet, and Br. Mark is
waiting for a decision at the end of the year as to the next move. Br.
Mark and Sr. Ela also expressed appreciation for the love of Christ
as shown in the brethren's prayers, E-mails and cards.
■Br. Don Canell (719 13th Way SW, Edmonds, WA 98020-6628)
of North Seattle (WA) Ecclesia, while crossing the road to get his
mail, fell in the middle of the street (on a curve). Fearing a car would
hit him, he yelled as loud as he could and three neighbors came out
to help. Hospital X-rays revealed several broken ribs resulting in
much pain—added to his chronic arthritic pain. Of recent years, Br.
Don has been a great blessing to the brethren by his recording of the
Reprints on audio cassette.
■Br. Paul Nkrumah (P.O. Box 181, Dunkwa-on-Offin, Ghana, W.
Africa) of the new Dunkwa Ecclesia was involved in an auto accident
when traveling home from Accra after seeing the brethren from
America off at the airport on August 25 (see Fall 1999, LateBreaking News). Although at first paralyzed with spinal injury and
on life-support systems, his situation has tremendously improved.
Although he cannot walk, he can now move his hands and stand.
However, since discharged from the hospital, the treatment he is
receiving at home is not adequate and he also lacks proper care for
substantial improvement. The brethren's prayers and
encouragement are much appreciated.
■ Br. Roy Paschal (P.O. Box 262, Climax, NC 27233) is afflicted
and in need of prayers due to his wife Nina' s terminal cancer. Nina
has expressed a desire for a Truth funeral because of the comfort it
should bring. She expresses appreciation, "I want to thank everyone
for the cards, letters and prayers. It has meant so much to me...I want
you to know that I love the Truth people very much."
■ Br. Ed and Sr. Audrey Paschal (4257 Hamburg Mill Road,
Summerfield, NC 27358) are both in very poor health, reports Br.
Perry and Sr. Kathi Robinson. Br. Ed has emphysema and asthma and
labors for every breath. He can barely walk from the car to the house.
Sr. Audrey has Parkinson's disease. They appreciate hearing from
the brethren and would like to thank any who have written or called
(336-643-3235).
■Sr. Debbie Moore (2176 South 71st St., West Allis, WI 53219) of
the Milwaukee (WI) Ecclesia had surgery November 29 to remove
a lesion in a temporal lobe which was causing seizures. The lesion
See Afflicted page 19
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Entered Into Rest
"He will swallow up death in victory..." Isa 25:8

■ Br. Sid Bruns, Ft. Collins, Colorado, finished his earthly course
on October 29 at age 95. He consecrated his life to the Lord in 1939.
"More than anything else he loved to spread the good tidings of great
joy about the kingdom," said Sr. Camille Deuben. Over the years Br.
Sid tracted much of eastern Colorado and Western Kansas.
Br. Sid' s love of tracting reflects how he received the Truth. As
a young man he read The Divine Plan of the Ages in his uncle's
library. He also heard the Truth from an old farmer as they talked over
the fence about God's plan,
but not until he left an
Adventist meeting on the
return of Christ and found a
tract on his windshield did
he send for additional literature and study it for himself.
Early in the forties Br.
Sid moved to California and
spent time with Br. Edward
Lorenz. During the war he
was sent to Kansas to do
farm work.
After having been consecrated for 25 years, he was
instrumental in establishing
the faith of others in the
Br. Sid Bruns
Denver area. He would lead
four to five meetings a week, nurturing them in a love of Present
Truth. He had stayed in close fellowship with some of these brethren
and their families until his death.
Beginning in 1970, he was a prime mover in planning the
conventions of the Colorado Bible Students at Ft. Collins and
Denver. In this way he came to the attention of many brethren and
was appreciated for his love and defense of Present Truth.
Br. Dale Crosby reflects, "Never did I hear an unkind word, never
did I see an unkind deed. He truly lived his consecration...I don't
recall hearing him give a discourse, but he had a special way of
leading a testimony meeting, and I can hear his prayers to his
Father—personal—though given before a convention or study."
Br Larry Davis, one that fellowshipped with Br. Sid since 1964,
officiated at his funeral. Br. Sid leaves a wonderful example of zeal
for witnessing and study along with the memory of his gentle
character. Condolences for his nieces, Sharon Smith and Barbara
Palombo, may be sent via E-mail to bpalo @usos.net
■ Br. Arthur Ward Abrahamsen, formerly of Los Angeles and
more recently of Gresham, Oregon, died on March, 23, 1999 at 94
years of age. He was born in Brooklyn, New York, June 25, 1904, the
son of Nils and Alice Mathisen Abrahamsen. His mother was the first
to hear Present Truth, and he began attending services at age 14. He
was immersed by Br. Stackhouse when he was 18, whereupon he
served at the Bethel in Brooklyn.
He and his wife Helen Mae Fiestal moved to Los Angeles in 1927.
For nearly 50 years Br. Art was secretary of the Los Angeles Ecclesia.
After Sr. Helen's death in May 1979, Br. Art married Sr. Loretta
Blair. They lived in Sylmar and later Fresno, California, served two
years at the Dawn Bible Students plant in Rutherford, NJ, and in 1993
took up residence at the Bible Students Retirement Center in
Gresham, Oregon.
Br. Art is survived by his wife Sr. Loretta (1801 NE 201st Ave. #C7, Fairview, OR 97024.)

■ Br. Wilbert Weihe passed to his reward December 12 in the
company of his loving family. Br. Wilbert came into the truth in the
early 1950s and was associated with the Pottstown (PA) Ecclesia
until it dissolved. From about 1988 he attended the Allentown (PA)
Ecclesia where he was greatly beloved. He was father to two sons,
one of whom professes belief in the Divine Plan. Though his hearing
was so poor as to prevent him from getting much out of the meetings,
he was in regular attendance and always smiling until his health
failed this year.
■Sr. Ruth Greaves completed her earthly course on December 14
at 101 years of age. At the time of her passing she resided in a
Brooklyn, New York, nursing home. Having sojourned in the
Narrow Way more than 80 years, she was a devoted follower of the
Lord. Messages of comfort may be sent to her daughters Sr. Lynne
Gamble (4973 Deaton Dr., San Diego, CA 92102) and Mrs. Nesta
Taylor (950 Rutland Road, Apt. 426, Brooklyn, NY 11212).
■ Sr. Laura Kelsey died quietly December 18 after residing in a
nursing facility for some time. Sr. Laura was born in 1913 and
consecrated her life to the Lord in 1939 and attended New York
classes prior to moving to Connecticut in the early 1960s. Since that
time she had been a member of the New Haven class while also
attending meetings in Clinton, Connecticut. Although the brethren
rejoice with her passing, she leaves behind a beautiful example of
dedication. She will be long remembered for her compassionate
service to the brethren and her spiritual poetry. On her tombstone
are inscribed the words, "A consecrated Bible Student."
■ Sr. Frankie Elberg had no contact with the Truth as a child, but
one of her earliest memories was looking into a clear, night sky and
saying to the Lord, "I love you and I want to be with you." After she
married and had a son, the family moved to California. After her
husband died, she brought her mother into her home. Her mother
found booklets, Volumes and addresses which led them to the Truth.
Although they did not attend meetings, both mother and daughter
were thrilled with the beauty of the Divine Plan they found in the
literature they had.
When Sr. Frankie' s mother passed away, she and her son went
back to Kentucky. She contacted some of the names her mother had
saved. Sr. Dorothy McCasland was especially helpful in providing
resources and fellowship. Sr. Ora Moss remembers the Memorial of
1988 when she, Sr. Frankie, Sr. Dorothy, and another sister met
together in an RV to celebrate the Memorial. Sr. Ora says it was an
unforgettably sweet experience.
In 1990, Sr. Frankie symbolized her consecration. Coincidentally, Sr. Evelyn Taylor was immersed at the same time. In 1993, Sr.
Frankie moved to the Retirement Center. She, Sr. Ora, and Sr. Evelyn
shared a southern heritage and in the Lord's providence they found
themselves living as next door neighbors at the Bible Students
Retirement Center. They exchanged memories, recipes and Scriptural encouragement.
In February Sr. Frankie learned she had liver cancer. She calmly
disposed of her things and made arrangements for her medical care.
She was able to obtain Hospice care even after she was in a health
care facility. Later she went to a foster care home near the BSRC
where she received loving care.
Sr. Frankie passed away quietly on August 9. She had been able
to celebrate one last Memorial which was the desire of her heart.
During her final illness she often said, "He has been with me, all the
way." ❑
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City on a Hill From page 1

Br. David Doran: "Br. Phillip Mosley is a unplanned but pulled together from the variSr. Estelle Gill, of the Central Ohio Bible traveling salesman, and he was aware of the ous submitted articles, the editors believe
Students, voices enthusiasm for the Spanish fact that a lot of people don't have the time other interesting and encouraging witness
work:
or inclination to read, but they almost all opportunities exist among other ecclesias.
"I just wanted to encourage the brethren have cassette players in their dashboards, so The reports below will hopefully motivate
who are working on the Spanish-speaking he's arranging a lot of witnessing materials, additional reports of these colaboring acVolumes to keep going.
tivities in which the
Bill and I have been witLord's people are still
nessing to a man from the
privileged to engage.
Yucatan Peninsula in
Mexico. He's asked for
The theme of Br. David
materials, which have
Hauke' s testimony
been sent, but we only
about the Baltimore
have materials in English.
Area Bible Students
He hasn't said that he
shows that small
needs anything different
ecclesias can undertake
right now. It could be that
modest witness efforts:
most of his circle of
"Several weeks ago
friends speak English alwe had the annual 'Newthough he is Spanish
ark Community Days.'
speaking. His name is
This year it was a little bit
Miguel. He takes the mastrange. The administraterials and witnesses with
tion at the university
it. He's in love with the
where I work finds that
Truth, loves whathe reads
this kind of public relaThe Tabernacle was an effective witness topic for the Baltimore Area Bible Students
on the Internet, which is
tions stuff is a nuisance.
how we first had contact with him. So I just and says to people, 'The next time you're on The drought was a perfect excuse to move it
want to encourage you that they are out the road push this in.' You don't have to to a parking lot instead of the green, shady,
there. Miguel calls us 'brother' and 'sister.' hand out printed material, just make tapes." grassy areas that we used previously. I think
We think of him as a brother, so you have a
they have been taking some heat for it this
brother down in the Yucatan Peninsula, Br. Owen Kindig reports a witness year because I think we are going to be able
to go back under the trees next year. Neverwhich can be kind of a rough and tumble opportunity to a religious sect:
"We get many opportunities, I don't like theless, it was a privilege to set up and put
area, it's very different. He has a ministry
down there which he is doing for the Lord. It to call it witnessing, I like to call it sharing booklets out. We had some really wonderful
could be that these Volumes in translation the Truth, sharing the love for the Lord. We experiences and some challenges. One of the
are just blessed that way. I work a lot with the interesting things was that while some of us
are for him—you never know.
"Br. Bill has been witnessing over the Amish community What is interesting to me are more aggressive in our approach, and
phone with another man put in contact with is they have started to tell me the kingdom some are less aggressive, it was the less
us through the Internet. It's amazing—the is coming very soon. Not only that, but also aggressive ones who did the selling of the
Internet has really opened the door to wit- one person said to me, "You know my friend volumes, which shows me the Lord uses all
nessing. The man is in South Carolina. Bill thinks the Lord has already returned," and I types. The blessings were not only in the
sent him some Volumes and he has started up said, "Yeah, where would you get an idea truth that we were able to put out, but also the
a little study. There's nothing better to study like that?" And they said, "Well, Israel is in ability and privilege of being with our breththan that First Volume. It's such a wonderful her homeland, isn't she?" The light is begin- ren.
"Last week we also had another effort. We
foundation. I thank the Lord for all these ning to penetrate. We are living in exciting
had a borrowed model of the Tabernacle set
privileges, not only for witnessing on the times.
"An Amish couple invited Peg and me to up in a mall near where the Banks live in
Internet, but having the toll-free number in
our home. Keep all of these brethren in your lunch. We obliged them and went for the Harford County. It proved also to be a great
meal. After lunch they cleared the table, blessing. We were not allowed to sell anyprayers."
brought out their Bibles, and said they wanted thing but could take orders. Rather than take
On a simpler note, brethren of the New to have a Bible study. So this is beginning to orders we decided to give a free copy of that
Albany Ecclesia report on the adaptation of go on now, and we don't know where it's which we otherwise would have sold. Again
an "old" technique into an effective going to end. We're just happy we can serve we had areal blessing, many good conversations. We set out a sign-up list so people
the Lord."
witnessing tool:
could sign up on their own. That proved to
Ecclesia Witness Opportunities be very successful, so we added a few names
Sr. Karole Doran: "I have been blessed by the
work of Br. Phillip Mosley in Huntsville, As the individual examples of brethren and have some good follow up to work on.
Alabama putting the "How To Study The witnessing inspire our hearts, so do Just one other encouragement, we are a small
Bible And Have It Make Sense" booklet on examples of brethren colaboring together in class. You don't have to be a large class. We
cassette. It has been a wonderful witnessing the Lord's vineyard deeply encourage appreciate the work being done in foreign
countries, but there's a work to be done in the
tool and one of my new colleagues has been faithfulness in proclaiming the gospel.
Several articles provided for publication United States also. Some small ecclesias
intrigued. Br. Mosley took the charts from
the booklet and put them as an insert in the in this Winter 1999 issue contain this theme could be encouraged to find something that
tape. If anybody is interested in knowing of ecclesia or cooperative witness efforts is a one-day event. It's not large, not expenamong the brethren. Since this story was sive."
about that that would be great..."

Br. David gladly offers to send "an assemblage of miscellaneous material" to
those who desire to share the word of the
Lord with the world. Contact Br. David at:
46 Heather Road, Newark, DE 19702, (302)
368-5525. E-mail: davhauke@udeLedu Ed.

New Albany Ecclesia Presents
For This Cause
This audiovisual presentation, sponsored
by ecclesias for more than twenty years, has
been seen by tens of thousands of the public.
On November 13, a total of 58 attended two
showings at Indiana University Southeast.
Newspaper advertisements, free radio spot
announcements, posters and brochures
mailed to local churches and the Ecclesia
mailing list were the means of informing the
public. Brethren received several phone
calls beforehand from some who saw the
brochures at their churches. The callers
requested more information on the event
and more brochures for further distribution.
As as result, a local church loaded up its bus
for the afternoon showing. The Ecclesia
offered a variety of literature free of charge
and For This Cause videos for purchase. The
public bought all on-hand videos and
additional orders were taken.

mits Suffering" garnered 82 responses when
advertised in a small community newspaper.
The 4.25 x 7 inch ad cost only $225.00.
Several individuals called the Ecclesia' s
toll-free number to order the booklet "And
God Cried." Many of these engaged in heartfelt discussions with the brethren. One
woman, who had been on the class mailing
list for several years, saw the ad and was so
moved, that she sent $110.00 to help pay for

Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio
The video Messiah: The Biblical Message
Behind the Musical Masterpiece was the
message given during the Christmas season
in an historical opera house in a small rural
community in central Ohio. Poor weather
was a strong deterrent to a large attendance,
keeping away all but forty-four with the
most sincere interest in the subject. More
than three-quarters of the audience stayed
for discussion and took literature. Almost
one quarter purchased videos. A few
reported that they were going to try to get
their pastors to show it in their church.
Although the attendance was low, the
brethren were all very encouraged by the
quality of the response.
The small four-color tracts developed by
the Ecclesia produce excellent results both
to mailing and tracting efforts. The Los
Angeles Bible Students sent the tracts to
1,500 names and received 134 first responses
for the "How to Study the Bible" booklet, 83
second responses for the booklet "And God
Cried," and 40 third responses for the First
Volume. The appeal of the color photos,
along with a brief description of the plan and
the tear off postcard, invites a positive response from general tracting, as well. A sister
in the Florida area places these locally and
mails these tracts to names around the country. To date she has 82 responses to her
tracting efforts within the last year and a half.
The recent advertisement "Why God Per-

The Messiah video is an effective witness tool

the ad! Other ecclesias are finding equal
success with this ad in reaching those who
hunger for answers. The booklet "And God
Cried" (available from the New Brunswick
Ecclesia) presents an excellent explanation
of God's plan and the permission of evil and
offers the First Volume.

Witness Attracts Impressive
Response
A major witness effort in India has fired the
enthusiasm of the brethren. As reported in
the Fall 1999 Newsletter, thousands of
people have attended public meetings
conducted by Br. D. S. P. Varma and
sponsored by his ecclesia in Bangalore.
Follow-up meetings in Proddatur and
Vellore have been continuing with extraordinary success since September. In Proddatur,
which is about 200 miles northeast by bus
from Bangalore, the follow-up meetings are
every second Saturday. In Vellore, about
120 miles by train east of Bangalore, the
meetings are on fourth Saturdays.
Br. Varma trusts that in the course of time
the grains of wheat will be separated from the
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field and an ecclesia will result.
The brethren in Bangalore with Br. Varma
wish to thank the brethren for their prayers
and loving support which have made these
public meetings possible in the name of our
Lord who always causes us to triumph. Ed.

Arriving the night before, the brethren
inspected the meeting place at Proddatur
with the local pastor who had made the
arrangements. The next morning (September 11) only a handful of people were present
at ten o'clock—a bit discouraging. But the
hall was full with about 200 people by eleven
o'clock. Then Br. Varma first began to speak
about how the apostolic church became the
Roman Catholic Church and how the truth
was lost in the Dark Ages. After a tea break,
he spoke on "How to Study the Bible." The
question-and-answer session after lunch included questions on why God permits evil
and the 1,000 years' reign of Christ. One of
the five pastors who attended the full day
was especially pleased with a seven-footby-four-foot chart of the image and four
beasts of Daniel. "At the end of the meeting,"
Br. Varma writes, "I asked as to how many
wanted the studies regularly every month.
The whole congregation raised their hands!
So we have fixed full-day meetings every
second Saturday." The next day being Sunday, he was given the opportunity to speak
to a packed church. Since many at this church
had not come to the previous day's meeting,
he spoke on "How to Study the Bible."
For a seven-day public meeting (September 27 - October 3) in Vellore two weeks later,
advertisement included 16,000 colorful
pamphlets, 1,000 big color wall posters and
more than 50 banners and mammoth charts
to invite the public. Newspapers, cable T.V
and a mobile public address system were
also used for advertising. The theme was
"The Millennium" and the place—in the
heart of the city—an open-air meeting in the
famous Tippu Sultan's Fort grounds. "Initially, it seemed like it would be disaster!"
Br. Varma shares, "Because even before we
could start meeting on the first day, it began
to rain! We had to learn to bow down to His
will. We learned not to murmur whatever
happened. From the next day, it was a miracle.
There would be dark clouds, but no big rain.
We had put a temporary roof which gave
shelter. The wonder is that in spite of the
drizzling so many came. Those who were
afraid of the rain, really missed the showers
of blessing."
About 700 people attended every day—
except for the last day when there were 900.
A 16-foot long Chart of the Ages was placed
on the stage along with another that illustrated the Ransom. Br. Varma noted, "One
beautiful sight was that many were taking
down notes. Some had even sketched the
See City on a Hill page 16
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Our Brethren Speak
"Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another..." Mal

Testimonies at the Indiana-Ohio Convention, August 11-15:
"I Can Die in Peace"
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia:
"I wanted to testify today because I have a special prayer request.
This morning, a group of our brethren, Br. Homer and Sr. Beverly
Montague, Sr. Cathy Sandridge, Br. Joe Dolan and Br. Lee Hicks left
for Ghana. There will be the first convention ever in Ghana, and I
know they need your prayers. They have taken with them 375
pounds of books to distribute in Africa, between Nigeria and Ghana.
Br. Ajise from Nigeria will be at the convention and will take some
of the books back to Nigeria. I have been especially interested in this
because a year ago, they had a convention in Nigeria, and the brother
from Ghana came there—for the first time. He had great difficulty
getting across the border and getting to the convention, but he
wanted to get there and he was immersed. He is in his nineties! Our
hearts are very much with our brethren there.
"I also wanted to share a joy that I picked up many years ago from
Br. Peter Kolliman. At that time, he was talking to many of us who
were in our early twenties and said, 'You are the future of the
movement. Now that I see the future, I can die in peace.' I am
beginning to see that more and more with our young people. Some
not so young in physical age, but young spiritually. In the last six
weeks, there have been over 43 immersed-20 in Moldova alone,
three immersed in June and 17 just a week ago. There were 15
immersed in Poland this year, seven at the General Convention, two
in Los Angeles, and we have an immersion coming up in Chicago
for our dear Brother Aaron Marten. I am thrilled to see that the Lord
is still dealing. I was thrilled that at the General Convention, there
were 150 children from the younger ones to the early twenties. I had
the privilege of being in the teenage and early twenties classes, and
there were about 32 in each class. The attention was so excellent.
Every time I would sit at a table with the young people, they were
discussing a scripture. So it thrilled me to see the interest. So now,
I can die in peace! There are still those on the scene, taking up the
mantle, trying to do the best they can and I praise the Lord for that."
Loving Kindness Shown in Illnesses
Sr. Esther Bachorski, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia:
"The Lord has blessed us with so many brethren who have been so
helpful. You all know Richard and Joanne Bieniack, and they have
been so helpful to us. When I was in the hospital, Joanne was with
me all the time. Richard, as much as he dislikes hospitals and faints
at the sight of things, spent all that day and several with Ted. And,
Sr. Florence Niemyski and I both cried today because when my
husband was in World War II, I had to be in a hospital in Buffalo for
surgery. Sr. Florence was single at that time and part of the Buffalo
class, and she came to the hospital and stayed with me. Every time
I would wake up, there she was, sitting with me and holding my hand.
The nurses told me the next day, 'You know, that lady did not leave
until you were sound asleep and the hospital closed.' So, we both
thought of that this morning and had a good cry. The fellowship of
our brethren—what we do for one another—is so wonderful and you
can never forget these wonderful moments you have. I thank the Lord
for all his blessings to us and for seeing so many of you I have not
seen in so many years..."
He Put the Tract in His Pocket!
Br. Art Ledwinka, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia:
"A few weeks ago, Sr. Esther and I went to the grocery store. I know
there are two pay phones there, and I generally try to leave a tract at
each one. I did this all the time I was working for the phone company,
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so I know where most of the phones are! There is a bench along the
phones where the men wait for their wives to come back from
shopping. There was a gentleman sitting closest to the phone, and
I was talking with him. I got to witness to him a bit. I had a tract in
my hand, 'How to Study the Bible and Have It Make Sense.' We were
talking and I said. 'You know, you are closer to the phone. Why don't
you put this up there? Someone will pick it up and get a blessing from
it.' He said, 'Well, I study the Bible and get a blessing from it.' So,
he put it there. We were talking about the goodness of the Lord, and
after 10 minutes, he said, 'You know, I have a hard time reading.' I
said, 'I did not like to read either when I was younger, but now that
I have become older and wiser, I appreciate being able to read more.'
Time went by, Esther and this man's wife were at the check-out line,
and he was thinking...and then looking at me...and looking at that
tract. He reached up, took that tract, and put it in his pocket! That was
a blessing for me. I thank the Lord for using me to give a tract to this
gentleman, and I hope the Lord will bless him if he makes the effort—
I am sure he will be blessed."
Presenting "Faith of Our Fathers" to Sister
Sr. Rita Chartier, Winnipeg (MB) Ecclesia:
"One recent witnessing experience I have had is with my sister. She
has become somewhat disillusioned because the priest in her church
made a report to the archbishop in Winnipeg, and they have decided
to close the church—just like that. In his report, he reported there was
not enough interest, the people were not responding, there was
hardly any choir, etc. My sister said, 'How do you like that? Here we
are, a faithful few of us who attend every Sunday, singing
enthusiastically, and then all of a sudden we are told this.' There is
a little town near my sister where she could go to church, but there
is a lot of rivalry and she will not go there. I want to talk to her some
more, but I want to perhaps present to her 'Faith of Our Fathers.' I will
be seeing her next weekend, so if the brethren could remember me
in prayer along this line, I would appreciate it."
"I Collapse into Your Arms"
Br. John and Sr. Paula Ashley, Akron (OH) Ecclesia:
"Brethren, I asked my husband to come up with me in case I could
not make it through. I asked the Lord for strength because if my
experience will help any brethren, I want to help them. First, I want
to thank our Heavenly Father for my being here. It is such a blessing
to be here. On May 4, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. One of the
first thoughts was: We are going to miss the I-0 Convention. They
originally told us we would have to have very aggressive
chemotherapy and radiation. The Lord overruled this whole
experienced for us. On May 4, there was an overruling because I was
originally scheduled to have surgery on March 30, the day of the
Memorial. All of the tests had shown that it was benign, so I thought
I was going to put off my surgery. The Lord overruled that I did
because my husband's mother died on April 13 of breast cancer that
metastasized to the bones. Had I known that this was breast cancer,
I would have never been able to be with her in her last days and be
there for my husband. The night I found this out, I remember praying
to the Lord, 'I collapse into your arms.' I was so fearful that my faith
would fail me. But the next morning, I woke up and knew there must
be a blessing from this nightmare, so I held on to that spark of hope
though I did not know what it was. The Lord poured out the blessings
through the experience. The biggest overruling was not having to
have chemotherapy after all. I went from having to have very
aggressive chemo to less aggressive to no chemo at all, just radiation.
I finished six weeks of radiation just last week.
See Brethren next page
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African Aid Report November 14, 1999
Oakland County Bible Students (MI)
administer the African Aid Fund. The
following letters of thanks were extracted
from their report. Ed.

Lagos: "We thank you for all the humanitarian aid. Brethren were very happy. The aid
was timely, and two of our brethren benefited immensely as their accumulated rents
were cleared immediately and they have no
problem with their landlords now.
"For now, due to our one room housing
system, we meet twice in a week in rotation
basis among three brothers' residences. We
meet on Wednesdays and Sundays for Bible
and testimony meetings, and Studies in the
Scriptures Volume I respectively. We are all
happy with you all Thanks and God bless
you."
Warri: "We have disbursed the money in
accordance with the resolution of the class at
a meeting held previously. Accordingly, the
money was shared among all the brethren. At
present there is no one here that is not seriously affected by the crisis in Warri. Thus
some used their share for settlement of arrears of house rents, debts incurred on foodstuff and utilities and some on medicine. We
greatly appreciate these wonderful relief
packages. Please convey our thanks to everyone who cares so much about us. May our
Heavenly Father continue His blessing upon
you all. Amen."

Onitsha: "Love greetings to you through
the Holy Name of our Lord Jesus Christ. I
want to express our gratitude to our God on
your behalf, for the love you showed to our
Ecclesia in this day of our difficulties. In fact
this love came to us, like rain falling on a dry
field, I mean the money you sent to us was a
big help because some of our brethren here
were in much difficulty concerning house
rents and accommodations. But your gift has
solved some of the problems. The Brethren
are refreshed and encouraged. Thank you,
all of the Brethren with you, God bless you
all.
"We always have our Bible Study meetings on Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sundays
and we are studying Volume 1 Our Lord's
Return."

Ibadan: "Greetings to you and all members of the Lord's heritage in the precious
name of our returned Lord, Jesus Christ.
"We are very happy to receive your generous gift. We specially thank the good Lord
for this unique providence and we hereby
express our gratitude towards you as the able
instrumentality used by our Heavenly Father to provide this fund. May God continue
to bless you in all dimensions of existence to
His own glory and eventual blessing of all
mankind. The fund is presently being disbursed to relieve brethren of some of our
problems. Improved attention will be placed
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"There were blessings meeting people with cancer at the hospital.
One day, I remembered talking to Sr. Estelle Gill on the phone and
had gotten an E-mail message from her that the brethren in their class
prayed for me the night before. I remember walking into radiation
feeling the Lord was just carrying me. There were people and
children with cancer I met. I encountered one woman to whom I gave
the First Volume. She was 44 years old with lung cancer. She had a
ten-year-old son, and she told me she prays to the Lord but feels no
comfort. I told her that I hoped the First Volume would comfort her.
My parents came out to visit the day after I was diagnosed, and they
were a help to us. We appreciate all of your cards and prayers, and
prayers for our children. I try to be a witness any way I can. I wanted
to glorify the Lord at the radiation place. I tried witnessing about the
kingdom as much as I could because these people were really
hurting, sometimes more mentally than physically. I am trying to
think positively through this experience with the Lord's help. My
prognosis is excellent, 95 to 97 percent chance I will survive. It was
caught so early, but when you are surrounded by negative cases, it
is difficult. I ask an interest in the brethren's prayers along the line
of fear. I do not want to live in fear every day. It helps to think of all
the Lord's loving overrulings."
Br. John: "...I think she said it very well. I want to express my
appreciation to all the brethren here, across the country, and in other
countries for all the cards, letters, E-mails. For Sr. Paula, it has been
very comforting to gradually write back to all the brethren who have
written to her. It has been an interesting year for us, but we are
thankful the Lord brings us through. We ask an interest in your
prayers."

on attending studies and fellowship which
had suffered a serious setback due to acute
lack of material and financial means in recent times. We are seriously elated because
this fund shall further encourage brethren to
zealously serve God by being around to offer
their services to the household of faith.
"We also want your prayers that God shall
open the windows of mercy and grace so that
sustainable employment should be provided
for His servants here. For years now, graduates within the class have not got job at all.
Whatever you could do by praying to help
in this regard please do. To keep on waiting
for donated fund will not solve entirely the
problems we are faced with but we are really
grateful for the help rendered so far and
honestly we look up to God for more as an
immediate palliative.
"Convey our love and greetings to all the
brethren.
"We study Volume I and use Volume VI
for Christian counseling. Our testimony and
prayer meeting is on the 1st Sunday of every
month. We also have Bible study on Wednesdays and Saturdays until recently when the
financial hardship made it impossible for
many brethren to pay for their transportation. We hope to continue the weekday
Bible studies anytime now."

"We Do Have an Anchor"
Br. Sean Humphries, Phoenix (AZ) Ecclesia:
"Hearing the first two testimonies, it is quite a lesson that our Father
works with our hearts and minds. Some scriptures came to mind from
the beloved Apostle John. In 1 John, it says, 'There is no fear in love,
but perfect love casteth out fear.' Turning to Mark, the Lord Jesus
says, 'If thou can believe, all things are possible to him that
believeth.' We can see some of these evidences. When we are in our
most trying times, that is when fear sneaks in. But we do have an
anchor that is sure and steadfast and cannot be moved. I am happy
to say that I have been hearing some discourses from different
brethren whom I have heard about but have not seen face to face. I
am happy to be one of your family members...I have been happy to
have fellowship with many of you and hope to have more
opportunities along with my wife and mom. I would like to leave a
scripture with you from Jude 24 and 25: 'Now unto him that is able
to keep you from falling and to present you faultless before his
presence with exceeding glory, to him be glory, honor, majesty,
dominion and power, both now and forever.'"
"Wonderful Brethren I have in Chicago"
Br. Joe Dolan, Middletown (NY) Ecclesia:
"I was immersed last year at General Convention, and it has been
wonderful to be in this 'way' and have Jesus in my life and as my
Savior and friend each day. I wanted to come up here to praise the
Lord. I am really overflowing. For anyone who is thinking about
testifying, it is really a treat to look out and see everyone looking
back at you and be able to look at your faces. It is so encouraging
See Brethren page 8
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to come together in like precious faith and know we are seeking to
do the Father's will and that we are all his children. We are all in this
together and have this one hope, faith, Lord and spirit that unites us
so we can continue to rejoice. Recently, for the past six weeks, I have
been in Chicago staying with the Hagensicks. They and the Ecclesia
have been a blessing to me. The studies and spirit of the Lord there
are a treasure chest of love and knowledge. I openly thank the
Hagensicks for their hospitality.
"Sr. Wanda Jay is one of the examples of many wonderful brethren
I have in Chicago. Our friendships have been growing. I want to leave
you with this prayer from Philippians 1: 'And this is my prayer for
you all, that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
depth of insight, that you may be able to discern what is best, and
may be pure and blameless until the day of Christ, filled with the fruit
of righteousness that comes from Jesus Christ, filled with the glory
and praise of God.' It is such an awesome thought to think this is our
inheritance now, but we are God's inheritance, and it is a humbling
thought to think God is preparing us for his glory and pleasure.
Thank you for your encouragement and example to me over the
years."
A Box from the "Windows of Heaven"
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany (IN) Ecclesia:
"We have a new sister in our extended area, Sr. Debra Ball. I testified
about her at the Chicago Convention. She came in through the
Internet and is an ex-Jehovah' s Witness. What I wanted to share with
you is an example from Malachi 3, opening the 'windows of heaven.'
Debra wrote me a letter that arrived on Friday, the day before our joint
meeting with Huntsville. She said she would like to have a 12volume set of Reprints. I came home late and we had to go and help
set up for the joint meeting. I asked David about a box we did not
have time to open. So, later at 10:30 p.m., I open this box that had
no return address. It had been left on the front porch. I opened the box,
and there was a six-volume set of Reprints! There was no return
address, my heart was pounding, and the books said `D.S. Doran' in
every volume. We have learned over the years that when you give
people books you say they are on permanent loan so that if they
decide they do not value them anymore, they come back to you. I
do not know who had them; we have no idea. I went to Debra the next
morning and asked if she would settle for a six-volume set. She said,
`Sure!' I told her that these books appeared the day her letter was
mailed, and we have no idea about them. I said, 'If you ever wonder
where your food will come from or the money to pay for anything,
you just remember the Lord opened the heavens and gave you a set
of Reprints.' That is such an Ebenezer, and I commend her to your
fellowship. She is wandering through the wonders of the Lord's
mind. May the Lord bless you. I know He has opened a lot of
`windows' for all of us, but every once in awhile, there is a box that
comes!"
Opportunity to Write a Special Letter
Sr. Bonita Heeg, Springfield, OH
"...We wanted to give you an update on the Kerbers. We have just
come back from the hospital with them. Br. Craig, Sr. Megan and
grandma, Sr. Rose Erjavec, were very touched by the brethren
remembering them in prayer here yesterday and want all the friends
to know how much they appreciate those prayers. The 40-minute
surgery [on their one-month year-old daughter, Grace] went well,
and Grace is now recuperating. She does not have any black eyes or
swelling, just a sweet baby face with tiny tubes sticking out one inch
from both her nostrils. There is a possibility they may need to spend
the night. They would appreciate a continued interest in your
prayers. For me, personally, it was nice to see this young couple and
how they were handling this experience—taking on these

responsibilities and seeing how their faith was bringing them
through this experience.
"On a personal note, we are very appreciative to the Heavenly
Father for all our experiences. When my children were growing up,
I did a volunteer stint at their school, and it involved some work with
the students there. I worked with this individual when he was in
seventh and eighth grades on a yearbook project. Someone approached me about this man who is now 29 and is going on 'A Walk
to Emmaus' sponsored by the Methodist Church. It is a retreat for a
few days where they leave the world behind for spiritual renewal.
They want letters from different people sent to that individual—
from experiences in their past or how the person has been helpful to
another. They asked me, and though I was only a yearbook advisor
to this individual, I accepted. I ask for your prayers because I would
like to make this letter an opportunity for him to open up his Bible
and see the promises of God and that He has a Plan. We appreciate
your remembrance so this can be written in a way that he may be able
to receive it, and if not, it will all be in the Lord's hands."
Climbing the Mountain to See the View from the Top
Br. Jerry Leslie, Portland (OR) Ecclesia:
"I want you all to realize, and I know that you know, that we have
brethren in every corner of this world. I understand there is a
convention in Ghana. We have brethren in Africa, India, Eastern
Europe and Russia, and we feel a compelling need to reach and touch
those who are God's in these last days, and we believe the days are
rather short. Over the years, we have traveled many places, and we
realize it is not always easy to travel. When we return, the brethren
ask us how the water and food is, if we had electricity. These are not
the things that matter, and it is not always comfortable to travel. But
if you don't climb the mountain, you never see the view from the top.
There are brethren in the far corners of this world. Some of them are
zealously doing what they can do—translating the Plan of the Ages
in their languages, and we want to support and encourage that. I
wanted to say that I will be leaving again September 1 for Eastern
Europe, Russia and Moldova, trying to assist in small ways as we can.
We do not feel adequate in these tasks. Sometimes the Lord says,
`Who will go?' And my heart says, 'Here aml. Send me.' Not that there
are not others more qualified, but to realize and see what the Lord
is doing, sometimes you just have to go and see. There are not words
to express it. We will be joining Br. Ken Rawson in mid-September
and traveling to Siberia, reaching out to our brethren there who are
filled with questions as they are emerging from the darkness of the
past. Please pray for us. That is my plea. Pray for the harvest message.
Pray for those brethren. Pray that we may do the Lord's work."
The Young Brethren in Moldova Growing Spiritually
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia:
"As you know, my heart is always in Moldova—in addition to being
here. I was privileged to go to Moldova for a week last month. It was
a very full week, starting on Saturday with the marriage of two of my
English students, Br. Vova and Sr. Mariana. We were happy to see
that they are both consecrated, and when they considered marriage,
they realized that their goals needed to be the same. One of their goals
was to do for the brethren as much as they can do, and I was happy
about that. On Sunday, there was a beautiful convention with 17
immersed in north Moldova. Three had been immersed in June and
I do not know how many had been immersed in the south; I believe
at least four. The harvest goes grandly on! I had the privilege to be
at a two-day young people's meeting. The brethren do send their
love to all I see in the United States. They had a one-week seminar,
the first seminar they ever had for the young people. They had it
together with the ecclesia. During the day, the young people would
go to the forest to have studies on subjects they chose. In the evening,
See Brethren page 14
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Comforting Natural Israel in Eastern Europe
Br. Ken Rawson submitted the following
report of his recent trip to Eastern Europe
and Siberia. Ed.

Jewish audience for me.

With the Lord continuing to open doors
to "comfort" natural Israel, I continue to be
amazed, overwhelmed, and humbled. The
main door the Lord provided to the Jews in
Russia and the former Soviet Republics (CIS)
is Prof. Herman Branover. The doors that
were opened to enable me to initially reach
Prof. Branover were in his words "a miracle
of God." Since then, he has been invaluable
in our outreach to the Soviet Jews in the CIS
and Israel.
Prof. Branover, a world renowned scientist, now lives in Israel and heads the Physics
Department at Ben Gurion University. In
1979, while still in Communist Russia, he
received the Nobel Prize nomination in Physics. He was a Russian Refusnik demanding
permission to emigrate to Israel. He refused
the nomination, knowing that if he won the
Nobel Prize, it would bring such prestige to
Communist Russia they would never permit
him to leave. Finally, a $75,000 ransom was
paid the Russian government to permit him
to emigrate.

In Siberia, with Sr. Zoriana as translator, I
made phone contact with the Jewish leader
in a large city. They were thrilled that a
Christian minister from the US was
interested in deepening Jewish roots of Jews
in Siberia. We sent them a copy of our
Russian video. They will have copies made
and distributed to the Jewish communities
in their city and also send them to all the
Jewish communities in Siberia. This was
beyond my highest expectations for a
Jewish comfort message in Siberia!
In Moscow, Joint was supposed to provide for our hotel, transportation and arrange appointments with Jewish leaders for
our one-and-a-half-day stay. The day before
we arrived in Moscow, my phone calls made
it obvious that someone slipped up. No
appointments were made for the next day we
would be in Moscow. Sr. Zoriana, Br. Jerry
and I arrived in Moscow at 8:10 a.m. No
driver was there to take us to the hotel. This
is a repeat of what happened several times in
my overseas Jewish comfort work. Seemingly in the Lord's providence a schedule is
completed before departing from the US
only to find that upon arrival everything
unravels. Then the Lord puts it all together
again—just to remind me that this is his
doing and not mine.
I called Rabbi Lazar' s office, the Chief
Rabbi of Russia for Lubavitch—the largest
ultra-Orthodox and fastest growing group of
religious Jews in Russia. A meeting was set
for 1:30 p.m. He is the one person that can
help us the most in Russia. Two hours later,
the Holiday Inn driver picked us up at the
airport. Arriving at Holiday Inn, the clerk at
the registration desk handed me a key, apologized for the long wait at the airport and said
Jerry Leslie and I would have a four-room
suite to offset our inconvenience. Sr. Zoriana
was given a double room. The driver provided by Joint to transport us during our stay
in Moscow was waiting for us. Of course,
Joint paid for the hotel and driver.

Moldova
The Chief Rabbi of Moldova—Rabbi
Abelsky—was previously contacted
through Prof. Branover. He has 1,000
Russian version Israel: Appointment with
Destiny videos that he is distributing in
Moldova. The two-day stay in Moldova was
too short to permit a personal meeting, but
through Sr. Zoriana' s translation, phone
contact was made. He assured us that the 200
videos requested by the supervising
committee for all the Jewish religious
schools in Russia, the CIS and Israel have
been sent out. These will be shown on a
regular basis. This committee also hopes to
get these videos into secular schools since
the governments of many CIS republics are
endeavoring to counter anti-Semitism.
Rabbi Abelsky said that he recently
attended a convention of school heads—
secular and religious—where he also
distributed our videos.
Before leaving the US, I called Prof.
Branover for a Jewish leader contact in Siberia and names in Moscow. For Moscow he
called Ralph Goldman, the Executive VicePresident of The Joint Distribution Committee headquarters in New York City, since
Joint could also handle our lodging and
transportation in Moscow. Joint distributes
food, clothes and Jewish cultural books to
Jewish communities around the world. He
called the Chief Rabbi of Latvia for a Siberian Jewish contact. The Chief Rabbi of
Latvia told Prof. Branover to tell me to come
to Riga, Latvia, where he would have a large

Siberia

Chief Rabbis of Russia
Rabbi Lazar remembered our meeting in
1994. He said at that time they were just
organizing their operation in Russia but are
now ready to cooperate with me fully. With
synagogues in 54 cities, Lubavitch, an ultraOrthodox group, is increasing its numbers
ten times each year throughout Russia. This
shows how many secular Jews are becoming
religious Jews each year. And Lubavitch is
just one group of Orthodox Jews in Russia.
We gave Rabbi Lazar the master copy for
our Russian video so they can have as many
copies made as needed. We will pay for the

videos and they will distribute them. I will
write an article for their magazine which is
read throughout Russia and offer our video.
He will ask other Jewish newspapers to carry
our articles, and I will work with his assistant
to deepen Jewish roots for Jews living in
Russia.
Rabbi Lazar placed the number of Jews in
Moscow at a half million and the total for all
Russia at over one and a half million. Many
Jews are still hiding their Jewish identity.
Prof. Branover estimates two and a half to
three million. Even though his synagogue
was bombed the month before, Lazar minimized the increase of anti-Semitism with—
"We Jews know how to live with it..."
Next, we went to the Jewish Federations
of Russia and were warmly received by the
director, Sholom Glitsenstein. They are very
active on the grass roots level of the Jewish
communities. They have over one million
actual names of Russian Jews in their computer data base. Obviously, there are many
more they do not have. They are anxious to
distribute our videos and use them in adult
programs and youth camps throughout Russia. They also mentioned TV. Sholom
Glitsenstein wants 5,000 of our videos for
their work.
Then our driver took us to the oldest
synagogue in Russia—the Choral Synagogue—where Rabbi Adolf Shaevich, the
official Chief Rabbi of Russia has his offices.
His secretary informed us he had been called
to the Kremlin. Great effort was made that
evening by his secretary to reach him and set
up a meeting for the next morning at 10:00.
We limited the meeting to 20 minutes in
order to make my flight at 1:30 p.m.
Rabbi Shaevich recognized me from the
video. He said anti-Semitism was increasing. A person was murdered in his synagogue one and a half months ago. The Communist party blamed the Jews in Yeltsin' s
government for the worsening economy. His
operation has synagogues in 80 cities in
Russia. (These are in addition to Rabbi
Lazar' s Lubavitch synagogues.) He wants
500 videos to start with. They will distribute
them and hold seminars with the videos.
The security at all Jewish establishments
is extremely heavy. I took a chance having
this meeting. The airline called and said to
be at the airport two and a half hours before
flight time because of increased security due
to the national crisis over Chechnya. I arrived there one and a quarter hours ahead
and—by the Lord's grace—just made the
flight.
We thank the Lord for his wonderful
overruling in our comfort work on behalf of
the Russian Jews. And we thank all of you for
your prayers.
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Harvest Activities in Eastern Europe and Beyond
We are indebted to Br. Jerry Leslie for the
following report. Ed.

and compare the files being prepared. The
Internet Service Provider also offered to
download some rather large graphic files
prepared by Sr. Ruth Cunningham for a
newspaper ad for a showing of For This

Viorel returned with a notary and she was
able to make her signature. The next
morning she passed this life and its trials.
The funeral was held three days later at her
own house. Many brethren were able to
attend as well as village neighbors. Brs.
Vasea and Costica give extensive witness
discourses at the house and cemetery with a
little introduction by myself.

In traveling to Romania, Moldova and
Russia, our purpose was: 1) To enhance and
standardize the computer resources for the
Russian translation of the Volumes; 2) To Cause.
confirm "the faith once delivered to the
saints" with the Harvest Message and bonds
A Funeral Witness
of love for our brethren in Eastern Europe; 3)
To reaffirm our connection with Siberian With the Lord's providences opening the
brethren and extend our contacts in other doors thus far, we traveled north to Ruseni
Electricity and Harvest Work
regions, confirming our Bible Students roots; with Br. Viorel Neagu. Here the translation
4) To cooperate with Br. Ken Rawson in the work is continuing with Brs. Vasea Neagu For the next few days, our focus had to be
Comfort Message to Jews in Russia.
and Costica Gronic working on computer centered on configuring, updating and
On September 1, I flew from
Seattle to Moscow. There I
was met by Sr. Natasha Neagu,
who had come two days by
Ilur mA ns;
train from Moldova. By the
NASA
time I arrived she had sent
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telegrams to names in other
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Siberian cities which they
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by train to Tulun in the last
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discuss the Truth together.
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This plan would save exten11
sive travel time on our part.
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ing hotel rooms, transfer between airports and navigating official paperwork. I then
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The Translation
Work

Moldova

There was a large and exuberant group of brethren to
welcome me in Kishinev.
Some had come from Ruseni
as well. I was received warmly
into the Iachim home in
Tintareni. The next three days
were filled with fellowship, meetings and
business in Kishinev to acquire and configure a new computer for the translation work.
Brethren seemed to be coming and going in
the next couple days. There was time for
discussions, questions and always some singing. A question meeting was arranged on
Sunday and seemed very profitable for the
interaction this kind of meeting offers. On
Monday, we were able to acquire a reliable
computer and other components in Kishinev
and also able to find compatible software
required for the translation work. These programs are mainly those that are also being
used in Ukraine, as there is a need to share
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systems. But before we could start setting up
computers, Br. Viorel made a request that we
visit Sr. Hania in her home. She had been
very ill and near death for a number of days.
I was glad to do this, as Sr. Cher-El had asked
her love be taken to her and her natural sister.
We found Sr. Hania very weak and barely
able to talk. But with the greetings from
Cher-El, she began to rouse somewhat and
spoke of her love for all the brethren—for the
sustaining strength the Truth and Jesus had
been through her life. After an hour, she
asked Br. Viorel to acquire a notary so she
could assign her property to her niece. So
after a prayer, we left. In a few hours, Br.
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transferring files on the computers. But a
phenomenon of Moldova is that electricity
is scheduled only for certain hours of the
day—even then not necessarily predictably
or reliably. So it took all of a week to
diagnose modem problems to support Email, standardize and upgrade to English
Windows 98, install software and copy all
files of previous work to the appropriate
computers. Sometimes we were using
battery power to finish crucial steps within
15 minutes after electricity shut down. In
one case, Br. Viorel was able to arrange some
extra hours of electricity with the electric
company. Sr. Emilia Neagu and Br. Costel

Gronic observed and participated in the
upgrade process and are quick students. For
the systems there, they are both good
technical resources.
There is no employment for most of the
Moldova brethren and most people that live
outside of Kishinev live on small plots of
land and use a barter system. One sister is a
school teacher in Ruseni, but she receives
virtually no pay. Money contributed by
American brethren is used first for food and
heat for the winter for the poorest brethren,
then for medical emergencies. After this,
some is used to hire the fields to be ploughed.
Gardens and fields are planted, cultivated
and harvested by hand. Some clothing has

for the year. This is long hard work, but
represents one step in the families' labor to
support themselves from the good earth. It
was my privilege to participate in a very
small way in some of this work.

Feasting with the Brethren
There was also time for Bible questions and
discussions. Meetings were held in
Gordinesti, Ocnita and Ruseni during the
week. Gordinesti is a class of about 10 new
brethren near Edinet. There we used a lesson
on the Chart followed by questions and a
sumptuous meal. Other lessons used during
the week were on Laodicea, Mount Zion
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departure and also had a little opportunity to
coordinate some schedules with Br. George.
The next couple days gave us the opportunity for personal fellowship, and meetings
with brethren as well as to check some computers and correct a few problems. Some
blessed fellowship was shared in the Precup,
Brie, Neagomir, Florea and Cap homes. A
meeting was arranged at Gadeleni, where I
had not visited before. There were about 30
brethren out to this village meeting and we
used a lesson on the Sabbath-Jubilee system.
This lesson, confirming the Lord's personal
return, presence and work, was also the basis
of questions following. After a discourse in
Cluj on Thursday, Br. Ken arrived from the
airport. The brethren also
asked him to give a lesson
the same evening.

Hardships of the
Brethren
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Irkutsk, Siberia
been shipped directly for Moldovan brethren.
When we were without electricity there
was good opportunity for fellowship and to
share in the daily lives of these hard-working
brethren. During the week they were engaged in the sunflower harvest. This means
cutting the sunflower heads in the fields,
transporting bags to their homes, beating the
seeds from the heads, bagging the seeds and
transporting them to a pressman for oil. Two
weeks of work yields about 15 gallons of oil.
Of this amount, some is left with the pressman to pay for his services. The rest supplies
the four Neagu households with cooking oil

During our stay, we observed
a number of national and
personal difficulties in
Romania. The Bucharest
parliament just declared the
Orthodox church to be the
official religion of the
ts
nation. Orthodox priests
serve in the parliament and
are major decision makers.
Brethren are concerned
about discrimination
against minority groups.
YuzlinoThe
economy of Romania
Sakhihnsk
continues to move from
depression to desperation in
some cases. Of the ten elders
in Cluj, two were employed
at minimal wages,three are
retired and the other five are
unemployed or lost their
jobs. Since our return, one of
the two employed elders also
lost his job, leaving only one
employed elder. There are an
estimated 89 brethren in
Romania that are requiring
aid for the winter, mainly for heating fuel and
wood.
Early the next morning we departed in the
Cluj van for Moldova. Besides Br. Ken and
myself, there were Brs. Liviu, Cristi, Radu,
Daniel Cap, Srs. Lili Crisan and Dana Brie.
Br. Zaharia drove. This was about a 13 to 14hour drive and we arrived in Ruseni before
sundown. There was a joyous welcome with
excited children and adults and flowers for
all. We were also welcomed by Br. George
Wilmott who had arrived before and also Br.
Andriy Laybida and his wife Sr. Halia and Sr.
Zoriana Dowhan from Ukraine. These latter
three are the Ukrainian counterparts to the
See Harvest next page
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from Hebrews 12, Birthrights and Jubilees.
Most of the basic computer work being
finished, we opted to travel to Romania for
a few days before Brother Ken Rawson's
arrival there. Br. Slavic Iachim drove Sr.
Emilia and myself for the eleven-hour journey. We arrived in the evening in Cluj at the
Cap home. Here we had a wonderful meal (as
always) and then slept well. The next day,
Slavic prepared his car to return to Moldova
with Br. George Wilmott, who had been in
Romania for some time. Emilia would also
return with him as well as Sr. Gabrila
Cuciureanu and Br. Ruben Cap. We had a
short visit with all these ones before their
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Russian translating work. So this evening
was used to confer and coordinate schedules
and priorities on the Volume project.
Some last-minute problems on the new
computer surfaced this evening
and there were some rather anxious moments around midnight
before the electricity went off.
But as we continued on battery
power, the problem was found.
For this overruling, we gave
thanks to the Lord! The next
morning the problem was stabilized and backups made of crucial files. In the morning, Andriy
and Halia left for Ukraine with
Gabi and Ruben and George.

Public Showings
A showing of the For This
Cause was planned for the next
day. Br. Viorel returned from
Edinet with the newspaper ad.
All were delighted to see it. During the
previous week, Viorel was able to rent the
Cultural Center in Edinet for the showing.
The Sunday morning meetings where held
here and the showing was planned for 2:00
p.m. Br. Ken and I had discourses in the
morning. The projector equipment was set
up for the showing and some public began to
arrive. Some took literature but left before
the program. Then near the starting time the
electricity went off! Viorel went directly to
the electric company and arranged to have
power turned on for another couple hours.
However, the power did not come on until
3:00 p.m. A few more public left while
waiting. After the program began, a few more
left when they realized it was not in Russian.
However, about ten stayed and appreciated
the program. One who stayed said he would
like to come again when we will have some
meetings.
After a delicious dinner prepared by the
brethren, it was necessary for us to travel to
Tintareni to catch an early morning flight
departing from Kishinev. However, we heard
that after our departure, the brethren informally announced the showing again in
Ruseni for that same evening. This time they
had at least fifty public come from the village!

Flight to Moscow
Br. Ken, Sr. Zoriana and I flew from Kishinev
to Moscow. Sister Zoriana provided us with
excellent English-Russian translation. Her
grasp of Bible Students language is good as
she is assisting Br. Andriy Laybida in
Ukraine with the Volume translation work.
We were able to arrange a transfer from one

side of Moscow to another airport on the
other side in order to connect with a flight
leaving for Irkutsk, Siberia, in the evening.
This flight took about six hours and we
arrived early the next morning.

Irkutsk (Siberia) area. We invited them to
meet with us at the Intourist Hotel on the
following Tuesday when we would return.
These are names that had received literature
from Winnipeg in the past and we hoped to
develop our contacts with them.
The telegram office required
that each telegram be handwritten in its entirety—even though
the messages were identical.
Our afternoon was spent in
the home of Sr. Emma Mayer.
She is one of the older sisters in
the class and has a great deal of
respect from the others, as she
learned from the early founders
of the Bible Students in Siberia.
She and Sr. Elena Solodkova
live in their own wood logstyle home in the village. Br.
Ken and I were asked to give
discourses. This was followed
by questions for about another
hour and then by a full meal for
Brethren on their way to meeting in Tulun, Siberia
all present. There were usually
We were met by Srs Tamara Ushachenko about 14 sisters present at these daily proand Natasha Zueva from Tulun. They had grams which lasted about four to five hours.
traveled during the night by train. This was There are about 20 sisters in the class, but
a joyous meeting as we had seen them both some are ailing and not able to leave their
just in March in Moldova. There we had homes.
deep and wonderful discussions about the
This program was followed for the next
church and world affairs in these last days. five days. Except the following day had an
On this morning we realized we had left some interruption. After the second discourse,
important contact names for the Irkutsk area instead of being able to stay for the questions
in Moldova. Though it was morning here, it and dinner, a legal matter with our visas
was midnight in Moldova, and they had no required our immediate attention at a Ruselectricity. (Irkutsk is five time zones ahead sian authority's office. As this office did not
of Moscow and six ahead of Moldova.) We have the current regulations from Moscow,
decided to telephone Moldova from the they regarded our visas and registration as
airport and ask Sr. Emilia Neagu to use the invalid. This process of paperwork and comcomputer battery power to E-mail us the munication with Moscow and the travel
address list after two hours when we could agent required some hours to resolve. It was
make contact with a hotel with computer E- disappointing for Sr. Stephanida Ivanova
mail resources. We called her again from the who had prepared a full meal for us as well as
Intourist Hotel with the E-mail address. the other sisters who remained in her home
Within another hour we had the necessary and prayed together for our welfare. Despite
address in hand—thanks to the Lord's provi- some inconsistencies in the official procedures, we decided to continue the week of
dence and Emilia' s diligence!
our program—inasmuch as the Lord had led
and blessed our journey to this place with
The Siberian Sisters
His people.
After preparing some other E-mail messages,
we took a taxi to the train station and left for
Anxious for the Volumes in
Tulun. This was also about a six-hour ride.
Russian
We arrived in the evening and found a bus to
take us and our luggage to the center of town During the week four sisters arrived from
and from there a taxi to take us to the home outlying areas. Two arrived after a six-hour
of Sr. Tamara. She lives in an apartment ride by train and another two had traveled
block house and on the same street as Sr. two days by train to reach us. These contacts
Tanya Minakova. Though it was a full day, were in response to Sr. Natasha' s telegrams
a couple other sisters stopped in to see us and made from Moscow on September 1,
inviting them to meet us. These were
we began to map out the week's activities.
We used the following morning to com- specially blessed opportunities to
pose and send about 18 telegrams to the strengthen our doctrinal foundations. In one
addresses received from Moldova for the case a sister understands Ukranian and has
See Harvest next page
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New Brethren in Christ
"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized..."

At Milwaukee, WI, May 23:
Sr. Cynthia Balciunas
Sr. Cynthia had studied Present Truth for four years before her
immersion. She was admitted to the hospital one day later and found
to have acute leukemia. She spent two months in the hospital. Sr.
Charlene Lange of Eagle, WI spent many hours with her in the
hospital throughout her ordeal.

Acts 2:41

At Chicago, IL, October 31:
Br. Aaron Marten
The son of Br. Russ and Sr. Camille Marten, Br. Aaron is a 4th
generation Bible Student on both sides of his family. His
grandfather, Br. Ted Marten, gave the baptismal discourse, and his
father, Br. Russ, had the privilege of immersing him.

labor camps of years gone by or from wood
Harvest From page 12
translated the Manna from Ukranian and alcohol which kill most of the men in Tulun
helps the other brethren from her small class by 38 years of age. Many are blind both
with thoughts from other Ukranian physically and morally. These sisters with a
Volumes. This Manna will be useful in the hope and understanding of the Kingdom are
final version that is nearly ready in Russian. head and shoulders above the rest of society.
In every case brethren are anxious for all the
Volumes to be available in the Russian
First Snowfall and More Sisters
language. Our lessons were largely on
doctrine, chronology, basic prophecies and Our last day in Tulun began with the first
current events, history of the Bible Students Siberian snow of the season. It was rather a
and development of the Volumes as delightful event. It was not so cold and the
textbooks with the Harvest Message and snow began to melt by afternoon. We used
growth in the spirit and truth in our this last day to visit one of the sisters unable
to come to the meetings. Sr. Tania
interrelationships.
The Siberian sisters have mainly a pre- Malievanova has hip and leg deterioration
1914 First Volume in Russian
and a few hand
copies of the
Manna. They
are deeply desirous of the other
Volumes with
the Forewords.
They suffer
somewhat for
this minimal
material, but ask
penetrating
questions. They
also suffer from
some teachers
who have traveled with modifications of the
Harvest Message. The Russian Volumes
will satisfy their
longings for a
Meeting at the home of Sr. Emma Mayer (middle) in Tulun, Siberia
consistent mesand walks only short distances with two
sage
Siberia produces little fruit but certain canes. She told us she had a dream years ago
other staples need to be imported from other of seeking for truth and how then she met the
parts of Russia. There is plenty of wood and other sisters in Tulun and learned the Plan.
some coal and mineral mining. The well We discussed some of the beauties of the
water supplies in Tulun are polluted with Plan and had a prayer in parting with this
heavy metals and some radiation. Cleaner dear sister. We walked back to an area to
water can be purchased or is supplied to catch our bus and returned to the home of
apartment housing. The sisters in Tulun have Sister Tamara.
In the evening, more sisters came for
mostly lost their husbands to the Siberian

songs of praise and informal questions and
discussions. We then prepared our luggage
and were transported to the train station by
Sr. Stephanida's son. Besides those sisters
that came in the car with us, others came by
bus to the train station to bid us farewell.
With some hasty and emotional good-byes,
we jumped aboard the train for Irkutsk at
about midnight. The sleepers provided a
little rest for the next few hours.
We arrived in Irkutsk in the early morning. We went by taxi directly to the Intourist
Hotel and reserved rooms for the day and
night. This day was committed to waiting for
responses from our previous week's telegrams. This was to no avail and a little
disappointing. (We think the hotel meeting
place may have been somewhat imposing
for the contacts.) Last year we had tried to
approach some of these names at their addresses. The few we could speak with were
very reluctant to even speak to strangers at
their doors. But there still appears to be some
interest here.

Moscow on the Way Home
The following morning we flew from Irkutsk
back to Moscow. Heightened security was
present at the airport due to terrorist
activities in the city. No general public was
allowed into the airport. These two days
were set aside for making our Jewish
contacts with leading rabbis. [See Br. Ken
Rawson' s report.]
After many providential overrulings by
the Lord, we each took our separate ways
home. Zoriana was driven to her airport for
return to Ukraine. Ken and I took the hotel
van to another airport. After a hasty goodbye, Ken ran for his flight. I went to a nearby
hotel to await my flight to Seattle the next
day (October 1) where I was greeted by Br.
Lawrence and Sr. Jean Kirkham. From there
I returned to Portland for a warm reunion
with Sr. Sharon. There are so many blessings
that are beyond words or any report. It will be
necessary to read between the lines and
imagine the rest. We want to give our thanks
and praise to the Lord of the Harvest who has
directed our every step. We want to thank the
brethren who have kept us in their hearts and
prayers. ❑

14
Brethren From page 8
they would come back and attend the ecclesia' s weeknight studies.
So, it was a nice combination of meetings and a seminar They chose
some of the studies right from the Volumes, and they chose marriage
as one of their topics. They studied consecration several times, and
I got a report from which I wanted to read a few excerpts...It is dear
to me to see how they are growing spiritually. From Sr. Emilia Neagu
who wrote in English: 'I want to tell you the seminar is finished, but
I am also very happy we were together for a week. The studies were
wonderful and I am very happy the Lord was with us and that we were
enjoying the holy Word. In the following days, we had interesting
subjects about the "second presence" and fleshly and spiritual Israel.
One of the days, we invited Br. Misa and Sr. Olita and Grandma to
tell us about their lives when they were persecuted. It was very
interesting to hear about their courage and faith.' Br. Viorel Neagu:
`Thank you very much for the encouragement. I think it was the
Lord' s will to have this blessed seminar. The young wanted and tried
to be very active and honest. They went home thankful. In one of our
testimony meetings, one of the boys, Igor, told us about a girl from
the world who he liked. After our studies, he was convinced that a
blessed marriage can only be in the Lord. I hope all the brethren
understood this.I saw all the young become closer to each other. The
seminar was wonderful. I am thankful to the Lord and brethren who
kept us in their prayers.'
"These brethren have had a lot of experiences under Communism, and now they are having many new experiences under relative
freedom but economic crisis—in encouraging their young people
and older brethren having health problems now. Their struggles are
not much different than ours. I know the brethren here have shown
their love for the brethren overseas, and I am thankful for that..."
Group of Quakers Using Volumes
Br. Owen Kindig, Columbus (OH) Ecclesia:
"Our health problems have taken us into a different environment,
and I have a twelve-week course right now in heart management. One
of the things I have learned from it which is helpful to all of us is
learning how to concentrate and focus—to repel those things from
your mind that interfere with your heart condition. We are getting
a lot of opportunities to witness...Some of you have asked about my
youngest brother who was a Quaker minister He was forced out of
the church and four members went with him. They formed a little
group now and are going through the Volumes. He said, `You know,
we have decided this is the Truth!' So, they are witnessing and do
not just give a Volume away. They give a set of Volumes away when
they witness! Martin was a dedicated minister. It is great to see him
turn around. We are planning a public meeting with him in
Indianapolis and we will see how that goes. Sr. Peg has had a lot of
work helping me, and I appreciate it. I think there will be more sisters
beyond the veil than brothers because they do so many different
things and are so talented. May the Lord bless you all..."
Testimonies at Miami Valley Convention, September 25,26:
Ad Comforts the Broken-Hearted
Sr. Estelle Gill, Central Ohio Ecclesia:
"...Our ecclesia recently put an ad in the Springfield newspaper.
Sr.Bethany Gray had read an ongoing conversation in the Letters to
the Editor about why God permits evil and suffering. She brought
it to the class's attention, and we put in an ad advertising the booklet,
And God Cried. The top of the ad read, 'Doesn't God Care?' It must
have touched a lot of people's hearts. With all the tragedies in the
world—earthquakes, hurricanes, bombings and shootings. It is not
that mankind does not have enough trouble, but the adversary has
piled so much on top of it that it is to the point where everyone's faith
is being shaken. The reason I am testifying about it is because I want

to thank the Lord for the privilege of having the toll-free telephone
number ringing into our home. We got calls day and—literallynight (wee hours of the morning) after this ad was put in. When one
is designing an ad, you wonder what picture you should place with
this title...someone crying over a grave? someone sick? a car
accident? We could not think of anything specifically so we put a
picture of the booklet...Every person that called had a different
tragedy, so I am glad we did not put a particular picture to caption
the issue. Everyone poured their heart out to us. It was a privilege to
just listen to the people and to know in my heart that the Lord has
provided a way of escape for mankind.
"This was the issue that drew me to the Truth. I just could not
understand what was happening in the world and why God permitted
evil. When I found out He had a loving Plan—not a horrible place
of hell and torment—I just could not keep my mouth shut about it.
To this day, I cannot keep my mouth shut about this issue. Keep us
in your prayers because the newspaper did a terrible job of printing
the ad. I called the newspaper and said, 'I really do not like to
complain, but the resolution turned out "mushy" and the typesetting
was changed.' By the Lord's grace, they are going to reprint it again
this weekend. We do not know why, but it could be a very good
reason why that ad is going in again. It could be just the right person
is going to see it. Keep those who will read it in your prayers and those
of us talking to the people that we may have the right words to say.
If not to bring someone into the Truth now, we know we have a
commission to comfort those who mourn and bind the brokenhearted."

Precious Promises Comfort Mother
Sr. Edna May Chastain, Hope (IN) Ecclesia:
"...I want share a bit about my son Mark's experiences. When I heard
the talk this morning about 'Exceeding Great and Precious
Promises,' I remember the night he was injured. I was on the phone
and it was interrupted by the 'Call Waiting.' It was Sr. Ela telling me
my son was in the hospital and that he had been injured on a bicycle.
All I knew was that he had a head injury and was incoherent. They
were going to perform a test. She asked me to pick up the children
because she knew I would provide them stability. I did not realize
at the time that they thought their father had died because he had hit
his head on the sidewalk and was completely knocked out. I went
over and told them, 'Your father is in good hands. He is going to be
all right.' But in my heart I did not know what to expect. After I put
them to bed, I went to the living room and prayed to the Lord. Then,
I picked up the 'Exceeding Great and Precious Promises.' But my
mind was blank. [Then] what came to my mind was all the wonderful
brethren who lost children. I was thinking of Sr. Isabelle, the
Machaceks and the other brethren here who have lost children. I
thought how the Lord strengthened them. It helped me to know that
there were others. How wonderful in the Kingdom when we will help
others who have had experiences. That really bolstered me up and
I knew the Lord would give me the strength as He did to them. It
turned out that Mark had a broken collarbone and a concussion. It
would take some time to heal. I worry about him because our family
has never liked admitting they were sick or had problems...He
wanted his love brought to the convention. He has always come to
this convention even as a child and loves the brethren. I ask an
interest in your prayers on his behalf..."
A Journey of 42 Years
Sr. Debra Ball, Irvine, KY:
"...I am so glad to be here with you. I have been trying to get here my
whole life! Jehovah has been so good to me to allow me this privilege
to know Him as He truly is—to know the brethren and to know Christ
Jesus. I just wanted to share this with you because six months ago,
I was in such despair being a Jehovah's Witness. There was not a day
See Brethren next page
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Serving Our Brethren
"Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord..." Rom 12:11

SPECIAL NOTICE
Mail addressed to the Bible Students
Newsletter, or Miami Valley Bible Students,
P. 0. Box 41033, Centerville, Ohio 45441
that was sent during the latter half of May or
the first half of June, 1999, may not have
been received by the Ecclesia.
Several brethren have notified us of letters sent during that time that were never
received and were not returned.
This problem did not affect mail sent to the
Ecclesia at P. 0. Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356.
Cloth Charts Now Available
The long awaited desire to have the charts
printed on cloth has been realized. The Chart
of the Ages and Tabernacle Charts are
available for distribution. Size: 33 inches by
57 inches; Color: Blue with white lettering
and outlines. Shipped in a tube. Cost
including tube and shipping: $15.00 each or
$25.00 for one Chart of the Ages and one
Tabernacle Chart shipped in one Tube.
These cloth charts eliminate the glare that
occurs on the polyester charts. They will be
very nice for brethren who may wish to fold
them and carry them in their briefcases.
Send requests to: Ft. Worth Bible Students, P. O. Box 4085, Ft. Worth, TX 76164

The Bible Students Retirement Center
The purpose of the Bible Students
Retirement Center (BSRC) in Gresham,
Oregon is to provide a living arrangement
for Christian fellowship and spiritual
activities for brethren 55 and older (some
exceptions may be made for those that are
younger). It is not a nursing home. If you or
someone you know may be interested,
please contact us. Arrangements can be
made for a free trial visit of one to two weeks.
Advantages of living at the BSRC: Spiritual atmosphere; Regular weekly studies on
site; Two local classes provide brethren a
choice of ecclesias to attend; Spacious, private apartments range in size from studio
units (500 sq.ft.) to large two bedroom units
(1,090 sq.ft.); Economical rental rates start at
$228./month for a studio unit. Two bedroom
units are available for $445./month; Rental
option with no long term commitment; Sub-

sidy available for those with low-income;
Fellowship with those of "like precious
faith"; Surrounded by brethren who share
the same goals, life style and who care about
each other; Attractive surroundings, which
are maintained by outside contractors; Delicious, hot noon-time meal, served MondayFriday (for a small charge) provides opportunity for additional fellowship; Located in
the scenic Pacific Northwest, the Center is 20
minutes from Portland International Airport;
You don't have to be retired to live here;
Special activities and fellowship gatherings
are regularly scheduled for optional participation.
For a copy of the latest BSRC newsletter
or more information, please contact: Dawn
Shallieu, BSRC Admissions, 1041 Johnston
Drive, Watchung, NJ 07060, (908) 7564954, E-mail: DShallieu@aol.com

Change of Secretary:
Colorado Bible Students
Lana Turner
674 Cascade Drive
Golden, CO 80403
Phone: (303) 278-4091

Brethren From page 14
that went by that I did not think about killing myself because I was
so unhappy. I would read Psalms when I was a Witness, but I could
never get anything out of it! The other day, I was reading a Psalm
about David being in despair, but he said that Jehovah saw this. I
realize I was like that when I was a Witness. I was in despair and
Jehovah saw me and offered this to me. Even when I was a little girl
I wanted Jehovah. I can see that little girl just as plainly as if she were
sitting next to me today. I have been on this journey for 42 years to
get here. Jehovah allowed me to get here. I thank you all for opening
your hearts to me because you have made me feel at home being with
you."
Brings Love of Brethren from Around the World
Br. Larry Davis, Denver (CO) Ecclesia:
"...The past year has been an incredible year with a decision to be
about our Father's business. In that year, I traveled over 50,000 miles.
It is a privilege to do that among the brethren. We can truly say that
we bring you the love and greetings of brethren all over the United
States and the world. I would ask a special interest in your prayers
for being about our Father's business that we may be his
representative, his ambassador. In some of the decisions we are
facing, traveling with equipment for presentations around the world,
we would ask an interest in your prayers that we might do our Father' s
will. We pray for you always and ask an interest in your prayers."
An Endearing Blessing to have the Stewarts
Sr. Roberta Watkins, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia:
Looking in on Br. Jim's mother before retiring, Sr. Roberta Watkins

Portland Area Bible Students
Claudia Hislop
11425 SW Roberts Court
Tualatin, OR 97062-7083
Phone: (503) 691-2699
E-mail: ClaudiaHis@aol.com

found that her mother-in-law had died unexpectedly. She had lived
with them after being diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease.

"...I would be remiss if I did not lift my voice and give thanks for
the many blessings that the Lord has bestowed on us. One of the
things on my mind is the blessing the Lord provided in having the
Stewarts with us last night. It was a very traumatizing experience—
I am sure you all understand that. I am sure many of you have heard
my complaints....You cannot lie to the Lord, so I will not lie to the
brethren. The Lord provided me with an opportunity and I have
failed, so I would like to ask an interest in your prayers. My mother
in-law was a very sweet lady. We are thankful she was not mean like
some Alzheimer's patients are. That was a blessing. I have heard
many of the convention talks and many of the lessons the Lord has
provided for me, but being as stubborn as an old mule, the lessons
did not penetrate. Hindsight always shows you that you did not learn
the lessons as the Lord gave them to you. I do have to say that I did
murmur and repine. And in reading it most Sundays when I raise my
hand, I try to have these lessons penetrate and try to read them with
the thoughts that the Lord sets before us. The hymn comes to mind,
`Trust and obey, for there's no other way.' If we could only remember
this when we are going through our experiences! One of the other
things that comes to mind is that my mother in-law always said she
would live to be 102. That is what was set in my mind-102—I did
not know if I could do this for so long. So, I ask forgiveness for my
many shortcomings and ask an interest in your prayers. I do praise
the Lord for the privilege of having the Stewarts with us. It was a very
endearing blessing. I will try to do better in the lessons the Lord has
given me." ❑
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Some new people attended and so some of about 100 attended. Some very zealous perChart of the Ages in their notebooks!" The the previous subjects were reviewed. Al- sons even from surrounding towns came as
subjects included: "How to Study the though there were three pastors besides some well. Again the charts were useful and the
Bible"—why is there so much confusion?; evangelists, many had never heard of "the question hour after lunch was lively. One
"The Ransom"—was it only for Christians times of restitution." "One brother," Br. person asked what Br. Varma thought of the
or is it for the whole world?; "The Three Varma explains, "who was planning to go for Jehovah's Witnesses. People requested litWorlds"—the third heaven; "The Three a theological course said that he would in- erature to take home and some indicated that
Ways"—the broad way, the narrow way and stead come to Bangalore and take regular they would like to come to Bangalore and
???; "The Rich Man and Lazarus"—the true studies with us!" One family donated their learn more about God's Plan.
explanation of the story; and "Daniel—the big school hall to conduct the monthly folChristian Questions
2nd and 7th Chapters"—the fifth universal low-up meeting since they were so happy
Radio Program
empire. "The Bible Millennium" tract (Oak- with the open-air meetings the previous
A Unique Witness Opportunity
land County, MI) was very helpful; the in- month. That eliminates the need to pay rent.
ventions and events of the end times men- Moreover, they will provide their public One of the most effective witness tools
tioned in the tract as evidence of the Parousia address system and are going to tell the utilized by the brethren since the 1930s is
since 1874 seemed very convincing to the entire neighborhood of Christian families to the medium of radio. Used for broadcasting
people.
come. As the four brethren returned by night the Truth both in the United States and
More than a hundred people filled in the train, they felt like the most happy people on internationally, this method seemed to be on
address cards requesting further meetings in earth. All the difficulties were turned into the decline with the advent of television,
their city. Many wanted
audiovisual, and later
the audio tapes of all
Internet technologies
the sessions. One retired
applied to the Harvest
police officer, who atwork. The "Christian
tended four sessions,
Questions" program
wanted to meet Br.
(see Fall 1999 issue)
Varma and spent four
uses the fresh and yet
hours one of the evetime-proven question
nings after the session
format so highly
along with others askrecommended by
ing questions and talkBrother Russell and
ing. One elderly man,
demonstrates that radio
who had just lost his
is still a viable medium
wife, expressed great
for witnessing. A
Part of the overflow crowd at an outdoor meeting in Vellore, India
appreciation hearing
particularly bold
about the resurrection. A Hindu couple who bliss at the thought of so many who are feature of the program is the opportunity for
said of all the Christian meetings they at- studying the Truth.
the audience to suggest topics for future
For the third follow-up meeting in progams and to re-open subjects for further
tended this one was the only one in which
they were "completely satisfied." Small Proddatur (November 13), nearly 300 at- discussion.
Although not ecclesia-sponsored, this
groups of young people enthusiastically tended. A closed circuit T.V. outside was
arranged for the people for lack of space in program is enthusiastically executed by three
came up for additional discussions.
Sr. Lydia, who is Br. Varma's cousin, as the hall. The audience was responsive in brothers experienced in ecclesia-sponsored
principal of a school in Katpadi took care of remembering what had been presented pre- witness activities. From time to time breththe lodging of about 15 of the brethren who viously. The faces were becoming familiar. ren from various ecclesias serve as guests.
came to help for the week. In fact, some of her The permission of evil seemed very reason- Interested brethren are invited to participate
teachers and students did a lot to distribute able to them because of the four ways of by suggesting subjects and material for fugetting knowledge, experience was clearly ture use.
the pamphlets!
We are pleased to present excerpts from
The next week (October 9) there was a the necessary method. A secretary of one of
second follow-up meeting back in Proddatur. the larger local churches invited Br. Varma the latest report of this intriguing program.
There were more people this time—about to speak the next morning. Since the 250 Ed.
300. As there was not enough room in the present were not at any of the previous meethall, many had to sit out on the terrace. After ings, he spoke on his favorite subject—the As 1999 winds down and a new millennium
some basic lessons on the truth about the Ransom. When the monthly Bible study begins, we rejoice in the special privilege
human soul, the resurrection and the 1,000 meeting was announced, nearly a hundred the Lord has provided for us of witnessing
the Truth through the vehicle of the radio
years, there were some good questions. People gave their names indicating interest.
Although feeling feverish and weak for program "Christian Questions." We
asked about the thief on the cross, Elijah and
Moses on the Mount of Transfiguration, the second follow-up meeting at Vellore continue to be amazed at the doors that He
Jesus' preaching to the spirits in prison and (November 27), Br. Varma said, "The Lord's has already opened and the potential for
the supposed appearance of Samuel to King strength was manifest in weakness." When even greater future witness opportunities.
Saul. Although invited to stay the next day he arrived Friday night, he visited some with We feel his overruling providence and pray
to speak in one of the churches, Br. Varma whom he had been studying earlier on a that our meager efforts are pleasing to him.
This autumn has been especially gratifyand the brethren returned to the home ecclesia weekly basis. They were delighted to see
him and remembered what they had been ing as we have received a flood of positive
in Bangalore.
Returning to Vellore (October 23), there taught already and said they would join the feedback from brethren all over the country.
were over 150 very interested people who new monthly meetings. The meeting on the We thank the Lord for your interest and
attended for the one day of four sessions. next day was held in a school auditorium and support. Your input is invaluable to us.

Television Interview
Recently, we had the opportunity to appear
as guests on "Business Beat," a one hour
interview program on cable TV. The
circumstances surrounding this interview
are unique. One Friday morning in August as
Br. Jonathan Benson was on his way to
WSUB to broadcast "Christian Questions,"
he stopped for coffee and inadvertently
locked his keys in the car. As he was in
Dunkin Donuts waiting for assistance, he
struck up a conversation with a business man
who happened to have an interview program
on cable TV in Waterford, CT. When this
individual learned that Br. Jonathan was on
his way to do a radio program he was very
interested and offered him, Bros. Rick and
Shawn, the opportunity of appearing as
guests on his TV program. That opportunity
was realized on December 1.
The TV interview went very smoothly.
Our host was truly interested in our program
topics. Br. Rick said that current events
inspire us and listed topics relating to the
posting of the Ten Commandments, the
Littleton tragedy, and Y2K. He stated that
there is nothing biblically significant about
passing from the year 1999 to 2000. The
creation versus evolution theory was also
briefly mentioned with Br. Jonathan stating
that seven days with the Lord were not literal
days as we know them. Other topics discussed were parenting, cults and gambling.
The cable people at the TV station were
very supportive of us. They would gladly
welcome us to the station. Although we are
thrilled about this prospect, it would be more
than we could handle, since each of us is
employed full time. And yet—we can see so
many avenues of witnessing through the TV
media using both video and audio tapes.
Additionally, we have hours and hours of
material from past "Christian Questions"
programs at our fingertips. Therefore, we are
waiting on the Lord for direction in this
matter.
The Soul
One of the most exciting segments on
"Christian Questions" occurred the second
week of a three part series entitled "What is
the soul of man?" Our theme text was
Genesis 2:7. "And the LORD God formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul." We stated that our
concept of the soul is not the typical
everyday Christian point of view. We
defined soul from the Old Testament
meaning a breathing creature and cited
many Old Testament scriptures to illustrate
our point. We then made what traditional
Christianity would consider a radical
statement. We said, "The soul is not

something that you have, rather it is
something that you are." The second major
point that was brought out was that souls die.
Since time had run out the previous week, we
then proceeded to answer contrary points of
view expressed by two callers.
Another caller from the previous week
used King Saul' s encounter with the Witch
of Endor and her subsequent summoning of
the dead prophet Samuel to defend the position that the soul doesn't die. (1 Samuel
28:7-20) It was brought to the caller's attention that Saul wasn't speaking to Samuel at
all. Why? Because Samuel was a man of God
and a prophet and Saul had lost favor with
God. God no longer communicated with
him. In verse 15, Saul himself admits this.
"God is departed from me, and answereth me
no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams:

Two of the seven-foot charts used in India
therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest
make known to me what I shall do."
The next week we attempted to establish
a link between the words and thoughts in the
Old and New Testaments pertaining to the
soul. Our link was 1 Corinthians 15:45.
"And so it was written, The first man Adam
was made a living soul; the last Adam was
made a quickening spirit." We stressed that
Apostle Paul was quoting the creation account from the Old Testament about man
being made a living soul. He then talks about
what happens to that living soul. Based on
that premise we got into the previous week's
controversy and tried to address all the points
of view from the callers. We differentiated
between "spirit" and "soul" quoting and
explaining many scriptures. (John 1:32, John
3:6, Rom. 1:9, Luke 21:19, Acts 2:27) We
then discussed immortality—just what it is.
We sought to disprove the traditional standpoint that says the human soul is immortal.
Immortality was defined as "incorruptibility, deathlessness, death proof, inability to
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fade away." In Romans 2:7, we are to seek
immortality, eternal life. If we are to seek for
it, we don't have it. 1 Cor. 15:50 states that
corruptible things cannot inherit incorruptible things (immortality). 1 Timothy 6:16
says that Jesus alone has immortality. 2
Timothy 1:10 states that Jesus brought life
and immortality to light through the gospel.
Jesus opened up life in the hereafter by his
giving up of his life. 1 Cor. 15:53-54 declares that the corruptible shall put on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality, then death is swallowed up in victory.
This mortal means the mortality of man shall
have put on immortality. It changes its nature by the miracle of God—the resurrection
( for those who follow after Jesus now). The
end result is to put on deathlessness. That is
what the miracle of the resurrection is all
about—that man, a living soul, is mortal.
There has to be death before there can be a
victory. We ended with a question. "Who do
you believe, God or the serpent?" Gen. 3:4
It is important to remember that most
Christians confuse the spirit or essence of
man's being, which is never lost with God,
with the soul (body + breath = life). Because
they make this confusion, the soul then
becomes a living entity which they believe
never dies and is, therefore, immortal. This
mistake is entrenched in most Christians'
thinking, is almost impossible to change,
and, unfortunately, is the basis for the idea
that a soul can be tortured forever in a burning hell.
Who Lit the Fire in Hell?
In October we approached the subject of hell
in a three part series. The purpose was to
gather as many points of view as possible on
the subject and compare all of these
reasonings with the Bible. Our theme text
was Matthew 16:18. We asked five
questions.
1.Was a Hell of torment taught in the Old
Testament?
2.Was a Hellof torment taught in the New
Testament?
3.Is there a difference between "Hell" and
"Gehenna"?
4. How does the concept of hell square
with the character of God?
5. What about weeping and gnashing of
teeth, the rich man, etc?
We mentioned the Pope's recent statement of July 31. "Hell is not a punishment
imposed eternally by God, but the condition
resulting from attitudes and actions which
people adopt in this life. More than a physical place, hell is the state of those who freely
and definitely separate themselves from God,
the source of life and joy." We also quoted
Billy Graham from Time Magazine, Nov. 15,
1993. "When it comes to a literal fire, I don't
See City on a Hill next page
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preach it because I'm not sure about it."
Similarly, the Church of England (1996
Monitor Radio) denounced "the idea of hell
as an endless place of torment or burning...as
contributing to a blasphemous picture of
God as a sadist." We tried to challenge our
audience to discover what the truth about
hell really is. Is their concept of hell truth or
tradition? If hell is a burning place of torture,
do the Scriptures substantiate that view? It
never ceases to amaze us at the expert job
Satan has done in deceiving the world by
defaming the loving and just character of
God.
Dialogue:
Caller #1: One of the premises in understanding about hell is whether or not we
believe there is a heaven. If you believe there
is a heaven, a place in the heavens, streets of
pure gold, where torment will not exist,
where there will be no suffering, no pain,
then you have to believe there is a hell.
Rick: I look at heaven as life and hell as
lifelessness. There is an opposite in my mind,
but you are making a different opposite.
Caller#1: For those who obey, they will
inherit the Kingdom. For those who disobey,
there will be destruction, damnation, punishment. If there is just death, then there is no
punishment. There has to be more than just
death...dying.
Rick: Isn't death a punishment? You forfeit your right to life.
Caller#1: No. Because there is no pain in
dying...That' s why I believe the scriptures
when they talk about that place of eternal
destruction...that there is a hell...that there is
going to be torment...and those people who
go to that place are going to be tormented
forever.
Caller #2: Hell happens at the Day of
Judgment when the souls of all mankind will
be lifted up before God to be judged. That's
where the lake of fire starts in the Day of
Judgment...Who started the Day of Judgment? God himself.
Rick: Is it God's fire in hell? Did God
create hell as a place for tormenting unbelievers?
Caller#2: Absolutely. This is a penalty
because God demands perfection. The Ten
Commandments start the perfection process.
Amid this confusion about the nature of our
heavenly Father's character, we proceeded
to present the scriptural point of view by
asking if a hell of torment was taught in the
Old Testament. We discussed the uses of the
Hebrew word "sheol" and its translation of
"grave, pit and hell", using scriptural
examples. We made a point that the same
word "sheol" is translated "hell" for people
who are not nice and "grave" for people who

are nice. We asked if there was a
comprehensive definition that could be
used for this word that fits all cases. Based on
the definitions that were given in the Greek
and Hebrew, the best word to use for "hell"
is "oblivion." We quoted Ezekiel 32:27,
Jonah 2:2, Hosea 13:14, and Job 14:13. We
inquired, "Why is Job praying to go to sheol
if it is a place where fire exists?" We could
not see any consistency in the Old
Testament for a hell of torment. We stated
that we didn't even see any allusions toward
it.
We then asked if a hell of torment was
taught in the New Testament? We said that
there was a correlation between "sheol" and
"hades." We used Psalm 16:10 and Acts 2:27
from the NIV to illustrate this correlation.
Jesus fulfilled the prophecy in Psalm 16:10.
Acts 2:27 recounts that prophecy. Therefore, it is a perfect parallel. Another example
of sheol and hades meaning the grave is in
Hosea 13:14 and 1 Corinthians 15:54, 55
which quote each other. These are clear
examples that hades does not elude to ever
lasting fire. It has the same meaning as sheol,
the grave.
In the next two weeks we addressed
"gehenna", the fire never to be quenched,
(Mark 9:43, 45, 47) and explained why these
scriptures are not literal, just as the parable
of the rich man and Lazarus is not literal. We
also stressed that the Day of Judgment is not
something to be feared. It is an incredible
consequence—having to make right what
you did. Making things right—that doesn't
fit with the common concept of hell, but it
does fit in perfectly with our Heavenly
Father's character.
As you can readily discern from reading
the above accounts, the topics of the soul
and hell were challenging ones for us due to
their controversial nature. Nonetheless, they
were excellent witness subjects to which we
will be returning in various ways in future
programs.

Truth Quest
Recently, we have invited our listeners to
get directly involved in our programming.
We have asked them to participate in our
"Christian Questions Truth Quest." We are
encouraging them to reopen any subject we
have discussed which they feel we didn't
cover well or missed the point entirely. The
object of this offer is to have them join us in
our continued search for clarity to
understand God's Truth. They may send
their addresses or fax numbers to us for a
listing of all previously aired programs and
we will send them the tape of their choice
(each tape has two full programs) for a
suggested donation of $3.50. We have also
encouraged them to suggest a topic for a
future CQ program. We encourage you as

well. Our new E-mail address is:
Rickandtricia@cs.com or, you may write us
at our new address: Christian Questions, P.O.
Box 1837, New London, CT 06320

Our Web Site
We are happy to announce that our web site
is just a few weeks from reality. We owe a
debt of gratitude to Br. Jordan Gray for his
labors on our behalf. Soon you will be able
to log on and search either by date or by topic
for the program of your choice and listen to
it in its entirety. Our future plans include the
ability to listen to a live broadcast of
"Christian Questions" on Friday mornings
at 9 am EST. We are excited about this
prospect and are hopeful that the option will
be made available to you so that you will
have the opportunity to give us a call and
participate live in our discussions. We will
make an announcement on E-mail as soon as
everything is in place and we have the web
address.

Looking Forward to the New
Year
We are hopeful that our program will soon be
extended to two hours. A longer program
would allow us to cover subjects, especially
controversial ones, with less rush and would
enable us to take more calls. People
frequently wait until the last quarter of our
program to call. Time does not always permit
us to answer all thoughts. Often we end up
recapping our callers' opinions the
following week before we can address them
and the momentum is sometimes lost. A two
hour program would eliminate these
problems. Also, a two hour program is the
first step to our much hoped-for syndication.
This quarter we were able to do another
remote broadcast from a coffee shop. We
were also blessed with the presence of two
guests, Br. George Eldridge, who spoke on
"Will there ever Really be Justice for All?"
and Br. Paul Mali, who discussed "The Bible
and Civilization—What is the Connection?"
We are very thankful for the Lord's blessings
and we are also thankful to all of you. We ask
a continued interest in your prayers.
Brs. ShawnArmstrong, Jonathan Benson,
and Rick Suraci ❑
"Light is a symbol of truth, both in the
Scriptures and in common parlance. So the
expression, 'Ye are the light of the world;...let
your light shine,' is equivalent to saying—
'You are now so illuminated by the Truth that
you yourself have become a living
representative of the Truth. So do not in any
way obscure it, but let it shine out more and
more, that others may be similarly blessed by
it.' Therefore it is the duty of every child of God
to be very active in the dissemination of the
Truth—in letting his light shine, and in keeping
it trimmed and burning." R3243
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Conventions
"I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee."

February 19,20 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Annual theme convention. Riverside Hospital Health
Center, 500 Thomas Lane at Olentangy River Road. Seven speakers.
Theme: Re-establishing the clarity of the Covenants that define the
entire plan of God. Secretary: Deborah Stewart, P. 0. Box 813,
Westerville, OH 43086-0813. Phone: (614) 890-1814. E-mail:
Ransomed2 @ juno.com
March 14-19 Bedford, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students Annual.
Super 8 Motel, 1800 W. Airport Freeway. Secretary: Ruth Wilmott,
P. 0. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (817) 590-9379.
March 31, April 1, 2 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible
Students Annual. Bastyr University, 14500 Juanita Drive NE,
Bothell, WA. Symposium on "Harvest Parables." Convention
chairman: Br. David Kirkham, 16046 Greenwood Ave. N, Seattle,
WA 98133. Phone:(206) 546-6802.
April 8, 9 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students
Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Morse Road Conference Center, 1048
Morse Road. For accommodations write: Todd Alexander, 7730
Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone (614) 939-9761. Email: toddnalex @ aol.com
April 15, 16 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial Convention. Pilot School, Garden of
Eden Rd., Wilmington, DE. Five speakers, immersion service
(please notify Secretary in advance if possible). Information from
Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE
19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673.
April 21-23 Winnipeg, MB, Canada. Winnipeg Bible Students
Annual. Lincoln Motor Hotel, 1030 McPhillips Street, Phone: (204)
589-7314. Programs and information from: Winnipeg Bible

Psa 22:22

Students, Box 217, Winnipeg, MB, Canada R3G 2G9. E-Mail:
wpgbible@escape.ca
May 6,7 Plainville, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students Ecclesia.
Howard Johnson, 400 New Britain Ave., Plainville, CT. Secretary:
Mrs. Daniel Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 06108.
Phone:(860)289-0116. E-mail: 75244.2371 @compuserve.com
May 27, 28 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St.
Louis. Holiday Inn South, 1-55 & Butler Hill Rd., St. Louis, MO
63129. Eight speakers. Symposium: "Pastor Russell' s Dates for the
Rise and Fall of Babylon." For information: Convention chairman
Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129. Phone:
(314) 846-6860. E-mail: pkrobinson@aol.com
June 17, 18 Hope, Indiana. Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope. Five
Speakers. Information from Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th
Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812) 378-9757. E-mail:
schas@qmix.net
June 23-25 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street S.E. Reservations: Mrs. Joy
Blackman, 3181 Inland Dr. S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 3620622.
July 1-3 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Bible Students
Congregation of New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickenson
University, Madison, NJ. Eight Speakers. Secretary, Celeste Ostry,
19 Park Ave. Green Brook, NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 424-8372.
July 26-30 Columbus, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias 26th Annual. Ohio
Wesleyan University, Delaware, Ohio. Details from Secretary: Todd
Alexander, 7730 Arboretum Ct., New Albany, OH 43054. Phone: (614)
939-9761. E-mail: toddnalex@aol.com

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. The
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of Matt.
24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;
3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the Abrahamic

Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural Israel after the

Afflicted From page 2
was very close to her speech center so some of it had to be removed.
This caused some temporary difficulty in formulating words. Br.
Jerry and Sr. Debbie want to thank the brethren for the E-mails,
messages and calls which have been very comforting and
encouraging (gemoore@csd.uwm.edu ).

■ Br. Ted Bachorski (13223 Palmwood Dr., Sun City West, AZ

■ Sr. Lynne Gamble (4973 Deaton Dr., San Diego, CA 92102)

writes, "On behalf of our family my sister Nesta Taylor (950 Rutland
Road, Apt. 426, Brooklyn, NY 11212) and I wish to thank the many
brethren whose prayers, notes, cards, telephone calls, etc. were of
such comfort when our dear mother, Sr. Ruth Greaves, passed away.
"Although it is always difficult to lose a parent or loved one, we
are grateful that she left the legacy of a consecrated life for eightyfour years before ending her course at the age of one hundred and one.
"Your precious thoughts and remembrances during a period of
special need were most consoling and complemented Mother's
hope of being changed and meeting the Lord in the 'twinkling of an
eye.' Again, thank you so very much for your kindness and support."

Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of the truths of the Six
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other writings
of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom
11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7)
That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

85375) His wife, Sr. Esther writes: "Dear brethren, Br. Ted and I
arrived back home this past Saturday. We wish to send our thanks
to all the dear brethren for their cards and letters and especially for
their prayers on our behalf. The Lord has given us the strength and
comfort in His promises. Ted is now on dialysis and we were able to
come back to Phoenix because this has helped him, and he is feeling
better for it. We just live day by day relying on the the Lord as He
knows best. Many decisions must now be made and we pray they will
be in accordance with the will of the Lord. We love you all dear
brethren, remember us in your prayers and we shall remember you."

■ Br. Rolando and Sr. Marilyn Rodriguez (PO Box 6685,
Bridgewater, NJ 08807-6685) wish to thank the brethren for all their
prayers, E-mails and phone calls in the recent illness of their
daughter Ashley. The doctor was amazed at the speed of her
recovery. ❑
Correction: Sr. Ginger Brann was listed in the Fall 1999 issue as
Sr. Ginger Bruce. Our apologies. Ed.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
. that Meantime the ,Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that -Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age.
Eph. 4:12; Matt 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.
—

