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"Christian Questions" Celebrates 1st Anniversary 
A year ago, three 
brothers in 
Connecticut, Shawn 
Armstrong, Jonathan 
Benson, and Rick Suraci 
launched the unique 
program "Christian 
Questions" on radio 
station WSUB in 
Groton-New London, 
Connecticutt. The 
exciting prospects of the 
program's future are 
suggested in their report 
which follows. Ed. 

June 11, 1999, marked 
the first anniversary of 
"Christian Questions"—
fifty-two weeks, an hour 
a week, of talking the 
Truth. What a privilege! 

Thinking as far back as three years ago, 
we are now able to see the Lord's overruling 
in so many instances. We see in retrospect 
seemingly disconnected events fall into 
place to fit the plan of God. For example, in 
November of 1996, Br. Shawn Armstrong 
moved to Connecticut where he and Br. 

Greetings in the Lord 

For nearly a hundred years Pastor C. T. 
Russell's predictions concerning Apostolic 
Succession were looked upon with 
skepticism, even by some Bible Students. In 
this issue we report the astounding news that 
the Lutheran Church has voted to receive 
"laying on of hands" from the Episcopal 
Church (page 4). 

Brethren worldwide continue to be ac-
tive in using every means available to spread 
the Truth. Several exciting reports in this 
issue describe mass meetings in India, fruit-
age being reaped from the Internet and suc-
cessful public efforts in the United States. 
Our cover story is especially noteworthy in 
this regard. 

We are also pleased to present some re-
ports of brethren's visits around the globe. 

Jonathan Benson began a professional of-
fice cleaning service. In November of 1997, 
Br. Peter Karavas was visiting them and in 
the course of conversation the topic of a 
radio program came up. (Br. Jonathan had 
mentioned that people at two of the radio 
stations for which he advertised the cleaning 
service said he had a good radio voice.) The 
seed was planted in Br. Jonathan's mind. 
Interestingly, as 1998 began, Brother Rick 
Suraci was also earnestly praying for per-
sonal direction to serve the Lord and use his 
talents in a way which would be pleasing to 
the Heavenly Father. Then, in the spring of 
1998, Br. Jonathan began mentioning pro-
gramming ideas to radio stations. One of 
those stations was WSUB. The station man-
ager was receptive and only weeks later, 
Brothers Jonathan, Rick, and Shawn had 
their prayers answered and "Christian Ques-
tions" made its debut. 

We were amazed that our prayers were 
answered in a way we could only have imag-
ined. As Br. Peter Karavas said recently, 
"The Lord inspired the idea and is using 
brethren to witness." Thus far, the Lord has 
allowed us to feel our way in this new en-
deavor, giving us time to attain needed con-
fidence while sheltering us and allowing us 
to grow in faith by trusting him. 

Our Mission 

We rejoice in the Lord 
granting us this harvest 
witness opportunity. We 
hope we have been 
living up to that 
privilege by laying the 
ground work for Truth 
doctrines. Our mission 
statement is: To be a cog 
in the machinery that 
closes the Gospel 
Harvest and ushers in the 
full establishment of 
Christ's Kingdom. This 
is a lofty goal. It is one 
which cannot be 
achieved alone. We are 
most grateful for your 
support, advice and 
prayers. 

Highlights of the Past Year 

We nervously went before the microphone 
for the first time on June 12, 1998, to discuss 
Hebrews 10:24 ("Consider one another to 
provoke unto love and good works"). We 
continued along these lines the following 
week using 2 Timothy 2:15 ("Study to show 
thyself approved unto God..."). These two 
scriptures have been the underlying theme 
for most of our programs as we have tried to 
provoke our listeners to find proof to support 
their beliefs through the Word of God, the 
Scriptures. 

We have presented topics on: one faith 
one baptism, prayer, death, the resurrection, 
rightly dividing the word of truth, the Flood, 
and the Ten Commandments, to name just a 
few. We pray that we are thus far fulfilling our 
intention which is to consistently interject 
the Truth message on the basic doctrines of 
hell, the ransom for all, the two salvations, 
and the earthly kingdom. We also pray that 
this message is being absorbed by our listen-
ers. 

Periodically, we have been blessed with 
guests: Sr. Joy Thompson (Aug.14,1998) 
"Are wives really supposed to submit to their 
husbands?"; Br. Larry Davis (Oct. 23, 1998) 

See CQ page 14 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"1 have set the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved." Psa. 16:8 

■Br. Owen and Sr. Peg Kindig (3763 Dorothy Dr., Columbus, OH 
43224) write: "Thank you for all of the messages of love and 
encouragement—your phone calls, cards and letters, and especially 
for your prayers. In the Lord's providence we are feeling better and 
have been able to attend meetings and one convention." Heb.6:10 

■ Sr. Ginger Bruce (20-1/2 East Intercity Ave., Everett, WA 98208) 
of the Seattle (WA) Ecclesia in June was diagnosed with breast 
cancer for which a lumpectomy was performed. Due to some cancer 
found in a lymph node, a regimen treatment of adriamycin chemo 
for three months began in the middle of August. Both Br. Michael 
and Sr. Ginger have expressed confidence and great faith in the 
Heavenly Father's care, "but even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered." 

■ Sr. Alice Scrivens (12721 Woodchuck Way, Hudson, FL 34667) 
of the Clearwater Ecclesia has been undergoing a time of difficult 
trials. In April she had a triple bypass heart surgery. On July 9 she had 
surgery to remove a kidney due to cancer and is being treated by 
chemotherapy. Sr. Alice, who has been walking in the Narrow Way 
for almost 60 years, thanks the brethren, "I love you all and your 
missals of love have brought me great joy, comfort and strength. I 
know that nothing comes to us by accident, but that everything in 
our lives is specially ordered, and I only pray that I may remain 
faithful to the covenant I have made with my beloved Heavenly 
Father." 

■ Br. John William of Bible Pinnacle in Bangalore, India, broke 
one of his thigh bones and was undergoing treatment when the 
doctors noticed from the x-ray a kidney problem. In the Lord's 
providence because of the accident, the danger was diagnosed. After 
preliminary tests and dialysis, it is possible he will not need a kidney 
transplant. In any case, there will be hardship in missing work at the 
factory where Br. John is employed (c/o varmjack@hotmail.com ). 

■ Sr. Jackie Suraci (19 River Road, East Haven, CT 06512) of the 
New Haven (CT) Ecclesia underwent triple bypass surgery in June. 
She left the Rehab Center for home too early and had to be readmitted 
suffering from pneumonia. She is now at home. Still dealing with the 
recent loss of Br. Steve, she is trusting firmly in the Lord and wishes 
to thank all the brethren for their prayers, cards and E-mail. 

■Sr. Anne Kwolek (38231 Richland,Livonia, MI 48150) expresses 
appreciation: "Dear Brethren: 'It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not consumed because His compassions fail not.' Lam. 3:22 

"I want to express my deep appreciation for the numerous cards 
and telephone calls received from the dear brethren during my recent 
experience. The above message was repeated over and over and I 
derived great comfort from it and all the messages I received. Thank 
you for your assurance of prayers that counted as encouragement 
from our Loving Father and His Son. 

"As a result of your expressions of love in the many cards, I was 
provided many opportunities to witness of my Faith to the staff and 
residents at the rehabilitation center. Many accepted tracts and 
booklets. Several residents were Jewish and eagerly accepted the 
booklets 'Time to Favor Zion' and 'Rejoice 0 Israel.' 

"I am thankful for these pleasant experiences which offset the 
daily therapist routine which was painful to get my shattered knee 
to function again. After five weeks of excellent care at the rehabili-
tation center, and two weeks of loving care at my daughter and Bon-
in-law's (Joe and Carol Oldenburg) home, I am, by His providences, 
at home healing and walking with the aid of a walker with little pain. 

"These changes in our consecrated walk come suddenly and 
sometimes we are puzzled not knowing what are the answers, but in 
all this I want to seek His will to follow where He will lead, all for our 
eternal welfare. 

"Encouragement seems to be the tenor of so many brethren in the 
experiences permitted by our Loving Father, so I thank you all from 
the bottom of my heart. When we receive encouragement we get 
stronger, thus continue more faithful and 'in all things' we give 
thanks. I pray for you all. May He keep His banner of love floating 
over you until you have fought the last battle of Faith, and through 
His Grace have gained the Victory!" 

■ Br. Gilbert Rice (4005 Olympic Street, San Diego, CA 92115, 
E-mail: glmrice@ixpres.com)  of the San Diego Ecclesia suffered a 
stroke in August and the initial prognosis was very poor. The stroke 
left him without the use of his right leg and arm and inability to 
express himself. He is undergoing therapy at a Rehab Center and has 
experienced some incremental improvement from day to day. The 
family collectively wishes to express thankfulness to the Lord for 
His providence and timing in this experience and asks for the prayers 
of the brethren. 

■ Br. Leonard Wesol (219 Paul McClure Court, Casselberry, FL 
32707) of the Orlando (FL) Ecclesia experienced a minor stroke 
August 16 while running errands with Sr. Josephine. The Lord 
providentially overruled that a retired couple helped get emergency 
help for Br. Leonard and even drove their car for them to the hospital 
while Sr. Josephine traveled in the ambulance. Although very 
frustrated at times, Br. Leonard continues to improve with speech 
therapy and is even able to laugh at himself. He and Sr. Josephine 
appreciate the encouragements of the brethren and continue to ask 
to be remembered in the brethren' s prayers to our loving and all-wise 
Father in Heaven. 

■ Sr. Evelyn MacAlister (46 Paradise Road, East Amherst, NY 
14051) of the Western New York Bible Students is having a coronary 
stent implant to open up an 80 percent clogged artery. However, due 
to concerns of allergic reaction, this implant has been postponed. Sr. 
Eveyln would appreciate the prayers of the brethren for the Lord's 
overruling in this experience knowing the Lord's timing and ways 
are never wrong. 

■ Sr. Leona West (Rt. 2, 613 Cedar St., Bismark, MO 63134) of the 
St. Louis (MO) Ecclesia nearly died (August 14) with a bacterial 
blood infection in ICU when she was being treated for stomach 
ulcers. The same week, her daughter, Sr. Lawna-Jean Hahn went to 
Emergency coughing blood due to a suspected burst artery in her 
lungs. In addition to serious medical concerns about her own 
daughter and brother, Sr. Lawna-Jean (9534 Bataan Drive, St. Louis, 
MO 63134) is joyfully acquiescing to the Lord in these very stressful 
and concurrent experiences. She and her mother, Sr. Leona, would 
both appreciate an interest in the brethren's prayers. 

■ Br. David and Sr. Gisele Wittbrodt (25019 Powers Road, 
Farmington Hills, MI 48336) write: "Dear brethren: We would like 
to thank all of you for your prayers, words of encouragement and 
cards during these past few months of trials and difficulties. All of 
those were a great support and still are to ease the pain of being 
separated from our dear sister Ann. We appreciate even more than 
ever how important our spiritual family is. 'Blest be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian Love!'" 

See Afflicted page 12 



Br. Lawrence Kwiat 

Br. I. A. Joseph 

3 

Entered Into Rest 
"And as we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 1 Cor. 15:49 

■Br. Lawrence Kwiat of Agawam, MA entered into rest February 
8. He had been ill since April of 1992, and his wife, Sr. Joanne, was 
able to care for him totally at home for seven years, with much help 
from the Lord. His complete 
acceptance of God's will for 
himself was most heart-warming. 

Br. Larry consecrated and was 
immersed at the General Conven-
tion in 1951, having guidance 
from his father, Br. John 
Kwiatkowski, elder of the 
Holyoke, MA Polish ecclesia and 
his natural brother, Br. Tom 
Kwiatkowski. Br. Larry was a con-
scientious objector in 1953, work-
ing at Massachusetts General Hos-
pital in Boston, serving almost 
double his required time as he 
sincerely appreciated this provi-
sion of American law for consci-
entious objectors. "Love is at lib-
erty to do all that the law requires, but it cannot do less." 

During this time, his spiritual life grew with the help of many of 
the Lord's jewels of the Boston Ecclesia. When his time as a C. 0. 
was fulfilled, he married Sr. Joanne Buravich in 1955. The Asst. 
Director of the hospital attended their wedding and stated, "there 
should be more young men like you, Larry, who are willing to stand 
for their religious beliefs." 

They returned to the Agawam area in 1956 where he was an elder 
of the Agawam ecclesia for 30 years, serving the northeast ecclesias 
and conventions. The writings of Br. Russell were highly esteemed 
by him, and he recognized them as truly "a helping hand for Bible 
students." 

He is survived by his wife, Sr. Joanne, 511 Shoemaker Lane, 
Agawam MA 01001, his son, Br. Jonathan of Madison, CT, his 
daughter, Pauline Santoro of South Windsor, CT, and four grand-
children. 

Br. Daniel Slivinsky conducted Br. Larry's funeral service with 
the topic "Buy the Truth and Sell it Not" which was a blessing to all 
present. Hymn 258 "Clinging to Thee" was sung by Sr. Helena 
Malinowski (Br. Larry's sister-in-law). 

Sr. Joanne thanks the brethren for all their kind and loving 
remembrances, sent and spoken from the heart. 

■Sr. Retha B. Wilmott, 97 years of age, finished her course on July 
19, at the home of her daughter Margie. She was the mother of Br. 
George Wilmott (7601 Brook Street, Fort Worth, TX 76118), Margie 
Burk, Fae Womack, Clyde Wilmott and Abbie Frieley. She was 
immersed on July 29, 1951. Sr. Retha' s father learned of the Truth 
in the Pastor's day from a brother who spoke to the people in the 
community where her parents lived. Then her father shared the truth 
with his wife who accepted it. When the parents of Sr. Retha traveled 
to Dallas to hear the Pastor speak, her mother was very impressed. 

Sr. Wilmott always enjoyed sharing booklets with those who 
came to her home. At the funeral visitation, about 47 "A Ray Of Hope 
On A Troubled Sea" booklets were given out. The family had 
requested a private funeral. To fulfill her wishes, Br. John Bilia was 
asked to read Psalm 23 and the beautiful quotation, "Close your eyes 
for a moment..." At the request of one of her granddaughters, the 
family joined in the singing of two verses of "What A Friend We Have 
In Jesus" and "How Great Thou Art."  

■ Br. Ed Wincz of the Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia finished his walk 
on June 18 at the age of 78. Br. Ed was immersed in 1957 with his 
wife Sr. Natalie at a Wilmington (DE) convention and moved from 
the New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia in 1976 to Florida. He participated 
energetically in the meetings, and Br. Harry Nugent mentions, "He 
was a very active deacon." "One of Dad's favorite scriptures," Br. 
David shares was, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." Both Sr. 
Natalie and Br. David would appreciate the brethren's prayers at this 
time (3653 Meriden Ave. #A, Oldsmar, FL 34677). 

■Br. John Forsythe, Sr., 89 years old of St. Louis, Missouri, died 
July 1 in the hospital. He is survived by his wife Thelma, a daughter 
and three sons (Br. John Forsythe, Jr., 4840 Towne South Drive, St. 
Louis, MO 63128, E-mail• BroJohnF@ aol.com ). The funeral 
discourse was given by Br. Glen Baker. 

■ Br. Walter Bednarz, passed to his reward on July 6 at 80 years 
of age. Consecrated since 1946 and formerly attending the Paterson 
(NJ) Ecclesia, in recent years he was confined to a nursing home. Br. 
Walter was an outstanding example of consecration and had been 
an inspiration to the brethren that knew him. He lived a very 
simple—actually "Spartan"—life in a cold water flat for many years 
while generously using his means in promulgating the Truth. One 
effort involved systematically mailing postcards offering the First 
Volume—which eventually brought one sister into the Truth. Until 
his closing years, he showed a remarkable insight into prophecy and 
keen awareness of prophetic fulfillment. He is remembered by many 
brethren who appreciate the legacy of his example. He is survived 
by a nephew who looked after his affairs (Edward Bednarz, 8 Wolcott 
Dr., Millstone Twp., NJ 07728). 

■Br. I. A. Joseph of Coimbatore, 
India, died June 19 after being 
admitted to the hospital three 
days earlier. Even while lying in 
bed, he completed some of his 
translating work in the Volumes, 
Reprints and the monthly 
magazine for the brethren. On the 
next day, June 20, seventeen of 
the twenty-three ecclesias in 
India—comforted by the hope of 
the resurrection—attended the 
burial. Br. Joseph is survived by 
his seven children (do J. Arulraj, 
D.NO; 60, 5th Street Extn, 
Gandhipuram, Coimbatore - 641 
012, S. India). 

■Br. Burton Brown, an elder in the Los Angeles Ecclesia finished 
his earthly course on July 6 after a lengthy ordeal with cancer. He is 
survived by his wife, Nancy (12223 Addison Street, Valley Village, 
CA 91607), a son, Joel, a daughter, Janis Wojcik, and four 
grandchildren. 

■ Br. Dominic Capuzzi of the old Philadelphia (PA) class—and 
later of the Delaware Valley Bible Students (PA)—died after a five-
month illness in the hospital the morning of July 29. Br. Dom was 
admitted to the hospital on February 12 and put on a ventilator. After 

See Deaths next page 
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Lutherans Approve Apostolic Succession through Episcopal Church 
August 19, 1999 
by Richard N. Ostling, Associated Press 

DENVER (AP)—Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America delegates today 
approved a controversial unity pact with the 
Episcopal Church that has been under 
discussion for decades. 

The vote was 716 to 317, or 69.3 percent 
approval, slightly exceeding the two-thirds 
(67 percent) margin needed for passage. After 
the announcement, the Lutherans' national 
assembly members applauded and sang the 
hymn "If You But Trust in God To Guide 
You." 

Now that Lutherans have decided, Epis-
copalians will vote on the pact during their 
convention next year. Two years ago, the 
Episcopal Church gave overwhelming ap-
proval but the Lutheran assembly's vote fell 
just short of two-thirds. The pact has been 
slightly reworked since. 

Under the "full communion" pact, the 
churches will recognize and share each 
other's sacraments and clergy and cooperate 
in missionary projects, something support-
ers say will strengthen the ministry and prove 
helpful in urban and rural areas where church 
resources are scarce. 

Together, the churches have about 7.5 
million members in 18,000 congregations. 

The agreement requires Lutherans to fol-
low an ordination practice known as the 
historic episcopate: Each bishop is installed 
by a laying on of hands by three predecessor 
bishops from a line believed to extend back 
to Christ's apostles. 

That raised opposition within the 
Lutheran ranks. While Catholic and Ortho-
dox churches, as well as Episcopalians, fol-
low the practice, Lutheran teachings don't 
require such historic succession. Many of 
the world's Lutheran bodies do not practice 
it. 

Two years ago, at the same time the 
Lutheran delegates narrowly rejected the 
pact with the Episcopal Church, they ap-
proved pacts with the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.), Reformed Church in America and 
United Church of Christ. Those were differ-
ent in that none of them required changes in 
Lutheran tradition. 

On Wednesday, opponents said the Epis-
copal Church should be willing to take 
Lutherans as they are without requiring them 
to adopt the historic episcopate. 

The Rev. Jaynan Clark-Egland of Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho, said her opposition was "based  

on scripture and the freedom of the Gospel." 
Bishops are no more sanctified than clergy, 
she said, and clergy no more than the laity. 

Others considered the pact old-fashioned. 
The Rev. Thomas Lyberg of Convoy, Ohio, 
labeled it a "political, ecclesiastical docu-
ment" that envisions "maintenance to mar-
ginal congregations" in both churches, rather 
than new evangelism. 

The Rev. JamesHanson of Winters, Texas, 
called the proposal "a move in the wrong 
direction." 

"We have so obviously not yet gained 
wide consensus among ourselves," declared 
the Rev. Stephanie Frey of Redwood Falls, 
Minn., who said Lutherans should forget the 
pact and tend to their own internal "division 
and woundedness." 

Supporters said the time had come for a 
change. 

"We write the final chapter for this cen-
tury in this assembly," said President Timo-
thy Lull of Pacific Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Berkeley, Calif. "How does it 
end? With whimpering and squabbling that 
are, woefully, part of the dark side of 
Lutheranism past?" 

Deaths From page 3 
three months he seemed to be getting better, but never was able to 
get off the ventilator. He was transferred from the hospital to a long-
term facility. On the Thursday morning the nurses checked him, he 
was doing okay; but one half hour later, he just faded quietly away. 
His struggle was over. 

Br. Capuzzi is survived by his wife Agnes (who has Altzheimer' s), 
three daughters: Ruby, Jean and Mary, and five grandchildren. The 
family address is: 2823 Maxwell Street, Philadelphia, PA 19136. 

■ Sr. Esther Binda, surrounded by family, quietly passed away at 
her home on July 29. She was severely handicapped with the 
debilitating disease of cerebral palsy at birth. Confined to a 
wheelchair, unable to speak and virtually no ability to control 
muscle movements, consecrated her life to the Lord. She spent her 
life in prayer and reading every printed word on the Truth message. 
She enjoyed being around her beloved brethren and attended many 
conventions, greeting everyone with an enthusiastic smile. With her 
inability to speak, she would often give out poems that were 
especially chosen for the recipient. Her quick wit, sense of humor and 
special way of participating in study meetings, left no doubt of her 
love for the Lord and her brethren. Her favorite hymn was "All the 
Way My Savior Leads Me", and favorite scripture was Isaiah 40:31, 
"...they shall mount up with wings as eagles..." 

Sr. Esther was cared for by her parents Br. Emil and Sr. Maryann 
Binda until their deaths, then her sister, Sr. Elsie (Binda) Pukas until 
she died, then finally the only living sibling, Sr. Adela (Binda) 
Allard for the remaining 20 years of her life. Esther was born in 
Chicago, but was moved to Los Angeles at an early age for special 
schooling where she lived for the remainder of her 68 years. Any 
messages may be sent to: Sr. Adela Allard, 5538 Greenbush Ave. 
Chairman Oaks, CA. 91401. E-mail: medlallard@juno.com  

■ Sister Audrey Bratus, a long time member of the Vancouver (BC) 
Ecclesia, passed away suddenly on August 31. Br. Charlie Chambers 
writes: "She will be sadly missed by her husband, Br. Louie, their five 
children and four grand children. 
She was always a great blessing in 
studies—with a bright mind and 
deep appreciation of the Truth. 
Our loss is her gain, but she will be 
missed so much by us all. 

"Over 40 years ago when she 
was a devout Catholic, Audrey 
loved to read the Bible and ask 
questions for which she never re-
ceived answers. The priest, when 
visiting Audrey one day, asked 
what she was reading, she said: 'I 
am reading the Bible, Father.' He 
told her if she read it without his 
sanction, God would pronounce a 
curse on her house. When Louie 
came home and found her crying, 
his decision was that they would never attend the Catholic church 
again. 

"The Lord saw her sincere desire to learn more of His divine plan. 
In His providence, Louie was given an invitation to our public 
meeting being held during our convention. They did attend and 
Audrey was so happy; that was the start. The brethren here watered 
the seed of truth sown; they both consecrated and never looked back. 

"Sr. Audrey was our class secretary for many years. She leaves a 
lasting example for all of us—`a life of doing for others."' 

See Deaths page 13 
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Br. Viorel Neagu and Sr. Betty Precup traveled around the United 
States from April 13 to July 8. The following thoughts are excerpts 
from an "open letter" to the brethren expressing their love and 
gratitude as well as sharing some reflections on the trip. Ed. 

Our beloved friends: 
"For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 

Christ, and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and in 
fear and in much trembling. " 1 Cor. 2:2,3 

May grace and peace of the Lord be very much multiplied to you! 
We hope that by the Lord's grace and love this letter will fmd you 

well in the most holy faith and temporally. 
It' s been a while since we said good bye. We must tell you though 

that since our arrival home the time flew so quicky that we can hardly 
believe such a long while is past. 

First of all, we thank the Lord for the fact that you exist there and 
existed as our friends even before we ever thought you did. This 
shows us that the true values transcend time and circumstances. Also 
that the moving power behind this true value has been alive and 
working in you and the Lord's people everywhere through the holy 
Spirit of God and the Lord Jesus. 

Seeing you at home gives a new dimension to our Christian life 
and adds much room to our hearts as to make you, with your customs 
and habits—though somewhat different from ours—fit into it. 

To merely give an account and statistics of what we saw in your 
country we feel would be too little, unless the flavour of each place 
and circumstance would be put in it. But this would be too long! 

Therefore, we will give you "seven glimpses to remember" and 
some more "flavors" encountered along the way throughout your 
beautiful country, each of them to play its role and complete 
harmoniously the whole. If it were for us to write to you in detail, we 
would have to multiply 7 by 70! 

1.Remember when the door opened and your warm, smiling faces 
were there to meet us. Then again, almost three months later, when 
the door was closed your loving smiles were again this time behind 
the partition wall of glass to separate us, hopefully for a while only. 

2.Remember how, being with you in different conventions, the 
Truth and the faith was presented on a high level and the fellowship 
was so warm and considerate. How the beautiful, harmonious 
singing made us feel we were not in the present busy America, but 
in the past century with its slower pace and the spiritual awakening 
of which fruitage we share today. 

3.Remember how you invited us into your hospitable homes and 
provided us with more than necessary to meet our personal needs. 
How you provided transportation and even cooked for us food to 
taste more European. Also how most of the time it was for us a 
challenge to make a choice, not being accustomed to so many 
choices. How your consecrated homes are at the same time a home, 
a study room, a meeting hall, a library, a workshop, a recording 
studio, a printing place, a hotel and what not. 

4. Remember how you traveled with us and showed us the 
beautiful natural creation and gave us knowledgeable information. 
Also showing the creativity of man even in his fallen, degraded 
condition. Remember also how we marveled at the knowledge 
which is being brought by our Lord at His second presence and at 
what knowledge can accomplish in so many ways. You provided for 
us time to rest, meditate and admire all these. 

5.Remember how you encouraged us by sharing your experience 
in class studies, personal studies, witnessing, singing hymns to his 
praise, testifying to his love and grace, showing us your work for the 
spreading of the Gospel and a special place where in modem times 
the Gospel of the Kingdom and the Lord's presence began to be 
spread. 

6.Remember how you were ready to listen and learn if possible 
even from the weakest, like us. How in asking a question in most 
cases you did not simply ask, but gave at the same time two possible 
answers for us to choose the correct one. And this perhaps is because 
of the so-to-speak American "test culture," which implies options. 
But aside from this, it shows a candid motive and a genuine interest 
in what the other part thinks. 

7.Remember how beautifully you served the weak by adjusting 
your pace to his, that he may feel he is not a hindrance or a burden 
to you, spiritually and temporally, with your brother or a mere 
neighbour. How you wanted to know our needs at home and the 
possible ways these could be met. 

All these could mean but one thing: sacrifice! 

Some more flavours 
Everything must be big, if not huge, in "your country." This gives 

the feeling of power, confidence and mastery. The airports, the roads, 
the ceaseless flow of cars, the supermarkets, the restaurants, the 
entertainment industry, all seem overwhelming. Unfortunately 
much of it is misused, as one can expect in the present circumstances. 

People seem to be so friendly. They would smile at you and greet 
you with familiarity, or even are ready to help in case of need. To have 
variety in nature and otherwise you must travel long hours. But it is 
worthwhile. 

Variety and beauty: From the moist, deep underground with its 
world of quiet palaces and domes and pillars and flowers that only 
seem lifeless, but have a life unseen, to the high altitude of the lofty 
mountains with their sleepless eye to watch over their domain far 
into the shady valleys and sometimes to pour out their anger long 
supressed in rivers of fire and hot fluid. From the mighty ocean with 
its waves restlessly striking against the rocky shore or smoothly 
caressing the golden sand, to the mysterious desert with its life, 
pretending to be poor and unbecoming but having so much to offer. 
From the curious, hot and steamy and miry and crystal-clear and 
colorful ponds, as if coming from times immemorial, from the 
beginning of creation, and the phenomenon which manifests itself 
like the dragon in the fairy tale, bursting forth periodically through 
its mouth and nostrils impressive columns of water and gases, and 
the animal and vegetable wildlife around, to the almost bottomless 
and limitless chasm with its unbelievably beautiful colors and lights 
and shadows, making you to think "this cannot be true, such a thing 
cannot possibly exist." From the still, immobile face of the lakes to 
the magnificent queen-waterfall displaying largely its bridal gown 
and crown of etheral foam decorated with gems of the blessed 
rainbow, and making her presence be known afar. From the plains, 
arid or covered with rich vegetation, to the steep or gently rolling 
hills and plateaus, and or clad in their green garment of beauty, 
girdled with clear, shiny ribbons of water and smooth highways. 
From the white, soft and shiny robe of snow to the grey, dry and 
ragged coat of mud. Variety and beauty and usefulness. 

Information and communication: everybody wants to see and 
know and understand. What a strong point for our day. 

Museums of natural science, history, technology, with all their 
different departments. But also a museum containing interesting 
items to show how in this blessed country began the awesome work 
of the Harvest of the Age, of gathering the fruit of this age; in its 
variety and beauty and usefulness. It is true, this is not yet seen by 
the learned ones of the world, but we almostmay say "time is no more 
for them to know," when they will begin dispensing the blessings, 
the present ones and many more, to all the people. 

"/ will sing of the mercies of the Lordforever; with my mouth will 
I make known Thy faithfulness to all generations." Psa. 89:1 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"I will mention the loving kindness of the Lord, and the praises of the Lord, according to all that he has bestowed on us..." Isa. 63:7 

Testimonies at Detroit (MI), May 1 and 2: 

"Not Ready to Pass Beyond the Veil" 
Br. Russ Marten, Chicago Bible Students 
"...We left for the convention this morning at 5:30 and had an 
uneventful trip here until we got off the expressway right here [near 
the convention]. We stopped at the light and as we stopped, the tie-
rod on our tire—which is instrumental to the steering—broke at that 
point. What impressed me about it was that we do not often know how 
the Lord overrules for our safety and benefit because he has decided 
we are not ready to pass 'beyond the veil.' Had this failure occurred 
just a minute earlier while we were going 70 mph on the expressway, 
it would have probably been very tragic and possibly fatal to those 
traveling in our van. So, we are thankful to the Lord that he showed 
us his overruling in a way we can appreciate it and not suffer any 
severe consequences from it. Actually, when I first saw it, I thought 
of consequences that could have happened and also thought this 
would ruin the convention. We would have been here earlier had this 
not occurred. But a tow truck just 'happened' to be going by and just 
`happened' to know of a place down the road on the way to the 
convention that could fix it. He called them on his cell phone so they 
had the parts by the time we got there. We had a hamburger across 
the street, and before we fmished the hamburgers, the car was ready 
to go! We are thankful for the experience and realize when we see 
an experience like this, he is really telling us that 'you have some 
more time, but you have a lot of work to do on your character.' 

"We were reminded of an experience before I consecrated at the 
Fort Collins Convention. My wife, Sr. Camille, and Br. Laddie 
Stewart took off in a small plane to return here to Detroit, and that 
plane went 200 feet and then crashed in a cornfield. The Lord 
overruled there, too, since there was a lot of fuel pouring out and thus, 
no fire. The four passengers were unharmed. When Br. Laddie 
returned to the convention, a brother told him that he was glad to see 
him Br. Laddie said that he wished the Lord had taken him home, 
but his conclusion was that he had more work to do on his character. 
So, we also take this experience in that context..." 

"Ka-chunk! Ka-chunk!" 
Br. Tom Machacek, Northwest Indiana Bible Students 
"...Sr. Nancy and I have had the opportunity to work at the press with 
Br. Tom and Sr. Cheryl Ruggirello and also Br. George and Sr. 
Florence Tabac. It has been an experience that is quite fulfilling. I 
never thought I would want to do something like this, but I have 
really enjoyed working with the brethren. Sometimes printing can 
be a challenge for me, but it is a privilege to serve the Lord. We have 
a new binder, but with the old binder, Nancy and I had a 'record day' 
one time of putting out 10,000 booklets! Yet the new one will do 
10,000 in one hour...Every time a booklet would come together and 
go into the cutter, it would make the noise, la-chunk! ka-chunk! ka-
chunk !' We thought how every time the machine made this noise, 
another piece of Truth would be going out to bring comfort or bind 
some tares. What a great way to spend some time of sharing Truth. 
I do appreciate that privilege. Br. Tom mentioned to me yesterday 
that they found a new press so I am looking forward to learning how 
to operate this one as well... 

"The second item I would like to testify about is our ecclesia' s 
public witness effort of 'The Messiah' around Easter. We prepared 
for this for several months. We decided to have two locations. One 
was in Merrillville where Nancy and I live. The other showing was 
in Valparaiso in the next county over, where Br. Gene and Sr. Ruth 
live. We got two halls and put the ads together with the help of Sr. 

Estelle Gill. Everything was going fine, and shortly before we were 
ready to put the ads in the newspaper [for] the Valparaiso location, 
a non-denominational church, started asking questions. They called 
Br. Gene and asked, 'What do you think of the trinity 9 ' So, as a result, 
we lost that hall. Br. Gene was a little down because he was hoping 
to have a showing in his area...After a discussion, we decided to have 
one showing. Upon calling Sr. Estelle, she said that she had been 
trying to get to the printer all week but something had always 
delayed her and she now knew why she had been delayed....So we 
looked around for a week in the Valparaiso area and found a public 
place at the county fairgrounds to have a second showing. So I 
believe this was a test of our faith—did we really want to do this? Yes, 
we did! We had 21 people on Wednesday night and 34 on Saturday 
night. We sold quite a few video tapes and some First Volumes. We 
had a couple that is very interested in discussing the Scriptures. You 
also probably heard that there was an individual [in Indiana] who 
found the Truth through the Internet—Br. David Heintzsman. It 
turns out he lives in Valparaiso, so Br. Gene contacted him. He came 
to our Saturday showing and has also been to two of our meetings. 
He is very interested and seems like he is eager to learn what Pastor 
Russell has taught...I also want to testify to bring the love of the 
brethren in India. It has been several months since we went there with 
Br. Ernie and Sr. Janice Kuenzli, their son, Chris, and Br. Jeremy 
Zendler. Between two groups of us, we probably visited around 25 
ecclesias combined. It was a great privilege and honor..." 

Entirely in the Lord's Hands 
Sr. Gloria Zendler, Detroit (MI) Ecclesia 
Sr. Gloria testified about her father, Br. Ted Bachorski, who had 
surgery last spring for colon cancer and subsequent related 
hospitalizations. Also, during that time her mother, Sr. Esther, 
underwent an angioplasty. Ed. 

"I was reminded of an incident many years ago. Sr. Mary Melville 
and I grew up and were immersed at the same time. We had avid 
correspondences and always managed to be together at conven-
tions. She was a year older than I and she had a job, but I was still 
earning money babysitting. I had written a letter expressing that I 
hoped to get enough jobs so I could go to a certain convention. In 
the return mail, $50 came in an envelope, and she had told me just 
to come to the convention. I carried that in my heart all these years 
because I was so moved by it. When we heard she passed away, it was 
very shocking to me. We really realize that we are entirely in the 
Lord's hands. I ask an interest in your prayers and I pray for all of you. 
I particularly think of all those who are ill and experiencing losses 
and who are having trials of faith on a daily basis..." 

First Memories 
Br. Bill Dutka, Metro Detroit (MI) Bible Students 
"...Looking back at some of my experiences in the past, Br. David 
Wittbrodt was the one who witnessed to me to bring me to the Truth. 
We used to have follow-up studies at Doug and Mary Melville' s 
house. We did that for awhile before meeting with the brethren. 
Meeting withDoug and Mary was an extremely exciting experience. 
I know a lot of the brethren have been brought up in the Truth and 
I do not think they have had quite that experience I had initially. If 
you can keep that experience fresh in your mind, it is something to 
behold. As life goes on, many things become mundane and common, 
and of course, the Word of God and the Truth are not common, even 
though eventually it will be. There is a special calling for everyone 
today, and your eyes have to be anointed in order to see these things. 

See Brethren next page 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Be not conformed to this world but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind..." Rom. 12:2 

Immersions 1999: 

Br. Larry Davis officiated at an immersion 
service for 17 new brethren in Ruseni, 
Moldova during his recent visit there. Ruseni 
is in the northern part of that country. A group 
of seven were immersed in a separate service in 
southern Moldova at Tantareni. Sr. Emilia 
Neagu supplied the names of these 24 new 
brethren to the Newsletter. 

At Ruseni Moldova, July 10: 
Sr. Anastasia (Grinauti), Br. Ion (Tamova), Sr. 
Liudmila (Tamova), Sr. Eugenia Cernei 
(Ocnita), Sr. Natalia Arsenii, Sr. Natalia Zima, 
Sr. Aliona Boaca, Br. Matei Cans (Drochia), Sr. 
Silvia Caus, Br. Marin Gronic (Grinauti), Br. 
Vasile Baciu (Ruseni), Br. Andrei Badarau, Br. 
Dorin Miron, Sr. Tamara Badarau, Sr. Lucia 
Neagu, Br. Ion Bivol (Costesti), Sr. Tatiana 
Bivol. 

At Tantareni Moldova, July 11: 
Br. Aminadab Bivol, Sr. Iulia Bivol, Br. Roland Osipov, Br. 
Alexandru Caus, Sr. Nadejda Caus, Br. Kiril Solomitski, Sr. Dora 
Solomitski. 

A group of American brethren visited Ghana in August (page 18) and 
reported the following immersions: 

At Accra, Ghana, August 16, four candidates were immersed. 

Candidates for immersion at Ruseni, Moldova 

At Amoafo and Dunkwa , Ghana, August 17: 
A Chart talk was given in the village of Amoafo with translations in 
the local language. Three brethren who attended the gathering in 
Dunkwa were immersed. A visit to another village featured a 
discourse on Baptism which resulted in three more immersions. 
After returning to Dunkwa, three adult children of Br. Hilarion 
Hayford were immersed as well as a brother who walked to Dunkwa 
from another village. 

Brethren From page 6 

There were basically four brethren we met with on Friday nights for 
quite awhile—Br. David, his sister Sr. Ann [Wittbrodt] and Br. Doug 
and Sr. Mary. Of course, Sr. Mary has passed beyond the veil, so all 
I have left is a lot of fond memories and experiences with her. She 
is someone you looked up to and hoped that eventually you could 
know as much as she did and have the character she had. She not only 
just had the answer—but the right answer. It was wonderful to be 
around her. They lived one hour from us, and Sr. Ann lived about a 
half-hour from my house—even farther away. And she would stop 
over at my house on Friday night, and I would pick up the driving 
from there to Doug and Mary's. We did that for quite awhile. Dave 
lived the other direction and would drive himself. We had a lot of 
nice fellowship, Sr. Ann and I, driving, studying and even eating 
dinner together. I do look forward to meeting more brethren this 
summer and fellowshipping. I appreciate the Truth and all the 
different experiences because we know this is a part of what our lives 
are about..." 

Testimonies at Chicago (IL), May 29, 30 and 31: 

Young Sister with Leukemia Needs Prayers 
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee (WI) Bible Students 
"...We are before you for a special reason. There is a young sister in 
her 30s who has been studying present truth for four years and has 
a very good knowledge of it. She was immersed at our meeting last 
week. She was not feeling good that night, and the next morning, her 
husband took her to the hospital. By the evening, they found out she 

had acute leukemia. We and the family are all in shock. She is 
rejoicing in the Truth. Our Sr. Charlene Lang whom we meet with on 
Thursdays is staying with her at night. We ask an interest in your 
prayers for her especially. We know of brethren in this ecclesia here 
who also need our prayers and please be assured of them. We thank 
you, also, for your prayers for Ed and me..." 

Husband Witnesses for the Truth 
Sr. Lorraine Tryzna Baker, Mahomet (IL) Ecclesia 
"...My husband, Mark, is not 'in the Truth' but he knows what we 
believe. He has taken a lot of those beliefs for his own because I will 
catch him telling other people about the Kingdom or that there is no 
hell. He works as a church organist, and he was witnessing to the 
church secretary about how the soul is not immortal. I think it is 
interesting that he does not come to meetings with me, yet he shares 
my beliefs with other people. The Lord has been using his job as a 
church organist and choir director because he is getting more and 
more frustrated at what is going on in these particular churches. 
Right now, he is working at a Presbyterian church. Even though the 
congregation are very nice people, I can sense that they do want 
something more. So we know that the people out there want to know 
God and that He has a plan, even though they do not know that they 
want to know His plan! Mark is always telling me, 'I cannot believe 
they do not talk about the Kingdom,' or 'He did not build upon that 
one scripture.' So I am thankful that the Lord is using this experience 
to show him even further that the Truth is not out there in a building 
or even an organization, but what we believe is the Truth. I am also 

See Brethren next page 
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thankful for how the Lord has given me peace through the inevitable 
possibility that we will have to move somewhere since my husband 
has finished his degree at the University. He is job searching, and 
when he first started, I had a lot of anxiety. I did not want to move 
far away or be in certain places. But I kept saying 'I don't want this 
and that,'— and I realized that it is not up tome. It is up to the Lord. 
He has guided me before, so why wouldn't He guide me now? When 
I really gave that to the Lord, I found peace and am still trying to give 
that to Him..." 

Truth as a Standard 
Br. Tim Malinowski, Grand Rapids (MI) Bible Students 
..."I was talking on the telephone with a woman in our area. She has 
a son who is interested in Bible study, but he has been studying with 
Jehovah's Witnesses. The mother was searching, and she called the 
Grand Rapids Bible Students through the Yellow Page ad. She left 
a message on the machine to have someone speak to her and her son 
because she was a bit uncomfortable with the Jehovah's Witnesses. 
I called her one evening, and we spoke for about a half-hour and had 
some good discussion. She explained her son was mentally ill, but 
very capable and seems to have a great affinity for the Scriptures and 
the heavenly Father. We had some good understanding; I shared 
with her our basic doctrines and she explained that it was refreshing 
to hear such a message. I do not remember how we got on the topic 
of the trinity, but I began to explain to her that I do not believe in 
the trinity but that the Father and Son are separate entities. Before 
I finished my sentence, she politely said that she was not interested 
and would look elsewhere. I was hurt and was struggling with a 
reason as to why things could not proceed with this woman and her 
son. It is obvious to me that regardless of what we do, it still comes 
down to the message and our heavenly Father's direction. If it is 
appropriate, the way will be opened for those who are interested to 
follow. It kind of shadows something I have been thinking about 
recently—that we are given the Truth as a standard and opportunity. 
We also have a responsibility to that and to our heavenly Father. I 
think sometimes I am given opportunities where I could perhaps 
compromise that standard. It is important to maintain that standard 
because as I look out into the audience, I am grateful to many of you 
that I have grown up with for maintaining that standard, for holding 
up that banner of righteousness. I think all of you can relate to when 
you went through sacrifice and trials for the Truth and brethren's 
sake." 

The Lord's Bucket Brigade 
Sr. Karole Doran, New Albany (IN) Bible Students 
"...One of the examples of the Lord's 'bucket brigade' (the old-
fashioned way they used to put out fires by passing water from hand 
to hand) is that one of us gets the privilege from time to time to be 
a bucket that the Lord uses. There is a woman in rural Kentucky who 
has been a Jehovah's Witness for 13 years. She thanks Jehovah for 
bringing her to them because she was a pagan before that. She gave 
up on Christianity at 14 and became a Buddhist. When she met the 
Jehovah's Witnesses, she kept asking a lot of questions. They kept 
telling her she could not read anything except their literature. Last 
Christmas, she bought herself a computer to find out what it was she 
'wasn't supposed to read.' She found ex-Jehovah Witnesses but not 
the Bible Students. An old-timer in the organization had given her 
an old First Volume. She thought Bible Students were extinct 
because that was what she was told, but she found Danny 
Torluemke' s web site. She eventually found all these Bible Student 
listings. So, from Texas to New Jersey to Kentucky, we got this name. 
I called her when I was working in the area, and she came to meet me. 
It was like we had always been friends. She said that she and her 
husband went to Memorial at the Society but did not partake. She 

had baked unleavened bread that day (I doubt Manischewitz has 
made it to rural Kentucky!) since there was not matzoh. But 
afterwards, they went home and partook of the emblems themselves 
since they have High Calling hopes. They had hoped to be here. 
Their names are Darrell and Debra Ball, and they said they wanted 
their love brought to this convention. They hope to meet you in 
person someday. They are coming to New Albany at least once a 
month. Another thing the Lord did in this experience was that there 
has been a brother isolated who lives only 20 miles from them. So 
now he has brethren with whom to meet. Her sister also lives near 
another one of our elderly, isolated brethren in Kentucky, so she is 
able to meet with him. I thank the Lord for these experiences..." 

100 Brethren in Moldova 
Br. Viorel Neagu, Ruseni, Moldova, Ecclesia 
..."Since April 13, I have been here in the United States visiting many 
classes. I have brought love of the brethren in Moldova, and I want 
to bring the love of the brethren to you here, and I appreciate the work 
you do. The brethren here suggested that I talk a bit about the 
meetings in Moldova, and I will briefly try to do this. The number 
of brethren in Moldova who accept the Narrow Way and have a 
heavenly calling is about 100. In Kishinev, there are 35 brethren, and 
65 brethren are in the northern part of the country. Every ecclesia has 
three meetings a week. In our class, Ruseni, we have four. At the end 
of the month, we have a regional convention. Twice a year, we have 
a general convention where all the brethren in Moldova meet 
together. We have some brethren in the north who translated the 
Truth into Russian. We have young people who like to have 
meetings as well. Even the older brethren help in the witnessing by 
giving brochures to their neighbors and people they meet. Also, the 
brethren fromLviv, Ukraine, asked me to bring their love. Br. George 
and Br. Ken were there and they also visited Moldova. Also the 
sisters from Siberia wanted to send their love, too. I ask an interest 
in your prayers for the brethren in Moldova, Ukraine and Russia. 
Peace." 

A New Washing Machine 
Sr. Sarah Lightfoot, West Wickham Ecclesia, England 
"...It is wonderful to be back at a convention. I have only been to one 
convention since I moved to England one and a half years ago. It has 
been a difficult year. As many of you know, my husband has been 
quite ill for the past year. I just wanted to share some of the 
experiences we have had. For me personally, it was quite a big 
change moving to a different country, getting married and starting 
a new job. I have also recently become a mom, so there have been 
a lot of changes forme, and I felt unsettled at times. The class is much 
smaller than the one I am from in Grand Rapids. The brethren are also 
much older than my husband and me. With Tim being ill, it was a bit 
scary at times because we did not know what it was. It really came 
down to just suffering from a virus, and over time he is gradually 
starting to get better. 

"It is amazing and humbling to see what the Lord can do for you 
in your experiences. A wonderful miracle that we thought the Lord 
did for us was during one evening when we did a load of laundry. We 
found that our washing machine was leaking. With Tim not being 
able to work, we were not going to be able to afford a washing 
machine. The next morning, we had a friend come in who looked at 
the machine and said, 'I think you will probably need to get a new 
one.' Tim proceeded to call a number of places but he could not get 
through to anyone. When he put the phone down, it rang really 
quickly. It was his mom who said, 'Last night, the brethren were 
discussing that they wanted to get you a present. They know with 
the upcoming baby, you will be needing to do a lot of washing, so 
do you need a new washing machine?' Nobody knew our machine 

See Brethren page 10 
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India: the Wide Open Door 
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The Lord has opened up a great door for the 
Truth in the state of Andhra Pradesh, India. 
A member of one of the churches—who was 
studying with Br. Varma from a previous 
witnessing effort—was instrumental in 
making some astounding arrangements. Br. 
Varma states, "It is nothing but the Lord's 
doing—because otherwise it would be 
unthinkable." He was invited as the main 
speaker for a three-day open-air public 
meeting in the city of Proddatur, about 500 
kilometers north of Bangalore. Because Br. 
Varma had to familiarize himself with the 
language of that region, he appreciated the 
brethren's prayers in addressing these 
crowds "with stammering lips and another 
tongue..." On July 9, 10 and 11, he went to 
Proddatur with a team of about ten brethren 
and spoke on the subjects of "The Ransom," 
"The Three Worlds" and "The Three Ways. " 

"The open-air public meeting in Andhra 
Pradesh was a super success. The Lord 
blessed it beyond our expectation. Nearly 
four thousand people attended the three-thy 
meeting in Proddatur. Never was there such 
a crowd in India hearing the Truth. 
Moreover, they were so happy to hear the 

Overflow crowd at public meeting 

Truth. Even the local pastors appreciated it. 
The Lord has opened a big wide door for us 
in the state. 

"After this wonderful success in 
Proddatur, it is very clear that henceforth we 
should have public meetings everywhere. 
This has opened a big door and a 'new  

chapter' in our harvest work. (I think that 
witnessing to individuals and families till 
now was only a preparation for this opportu-
nity.) The Lord has suddenly expanded our 
work a thousand times. It is amazing how 
such a big crowd sat motionless for two-and-
a-half hours hearing the Truth on each day. 
The number of people doubled after each 
meeting till it was over 2,000 on the third 
day. The church grounds were filled to full 
capacity. 

"Till now, there was a big question on my 
mind as to how we can accomplish the Har-
vest work among the millions of Christians 
scattered in the various cities and towns in 
the country. But overnight it has become a 
possibility. The only way is to conduct pub-
lic meetings wherever the seed had been 
sown and then easily the wheat will be at-
tracted to the Truth—and the tares sepa-
rated. All the Christians come to the meet-
ings—and there we thrust in the sickle." 

Exciting Follow-up 

"The good news is about the follow-up. 
About 250 people already gave their names 
and addresses requesting further studies. 
Many more are still expected to post the 
reply cards. One pastor wrote and said he had 
150 interested in studies in his church. 
Therefore, the only thing is to start a series of 
follow-up meetings in various places. On the 
phone, I also talked to the other pastors 
about the follow-up. We did not know what 
their reaction would be now after so many 
days. We feared that doubt or something 
might replace their initial zeal. But we were 
thrilled to know that they were anxiously 
waiting for news from us. One pastor who was 
very keen on the Kingdom message is 
himself going to assist us in the follow-up 

plan. I also called the pastor of the Church of 
South India (C.S.I.) (which had organized 
the meeting). He also surprised us. When I 
said that I wanted to come again, he said, 
`You are welcome, brother.' He also offered 
to do anything needed for the follow-up 
meeting. Please pray that we may bring such 
a 'catch' safely to the shore ofPresent Truth. 

"The church leaders want to organize one 
more meeting in the same town on bigger 
grounds and with more advertisement this 
coming May. Added to this, they said that 
they would like to organize and invite me for 
at least two more public meetings in other 
surrounding cities. 

"However, after much thought and dis-
cussion with them, we have decided to have 
a thy-long follow-up meeting in Proddatur 
on September 11 of this year. So we have 
booked one of the best halls there and expect 
at least three hundred people. Three churches 
are interested in this endeavor. We plan to 
have four long sessions on that day and may 
have to arrange lunch for the public...because 
it would be too difficult for so many people 
to go home, prepare food and come back for 
the afternoon sessions. Two times we have to 
also provide tea. We have some fear about 
too many people coming because of this 
expense. But we know it will serve a good 
purpose. I can't go every week so we plan to 
have such a thy-long meeting once in a 
month with four classes the one day—the 
same as going every week for a month. 

"Most probably, we will be invited to 
speak in three churches the next day which 
is Sunday, andmay have to be very careful....I 
do not know how long the C. S. I. will bear 
with me. But the other two churches are 
independent and there are wonderful possi-
bilities there. Please pray with us." 

See India next page 

Ed. 	 Br. Varma, flanked by Pastors of the Church of South India 
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Bangalore and Beyond 

"Next year we are also planning to have a 
mammoth open-air public meeting here in 
Bangalore. This is a very big city with 
thousands of Christians. We want to do 
everything needed to bring the Bangalore 
crowd to hear what they have never heard 
before. We have to advertise in such a way 
that every Christian in the city will see it. We 
have gained a lot of experience from our last 
efforts. This time it is going to be in the local 
language. Last time the topics were 'The 
Soul,"Hell,"Trinity' and 'The Second 
Coming' —which are all hard subjects to 

begin with. In Andhra Pradesh we had more 
basic and fundamental subjects on 'The 
Ransom,' The Three Worlds' and 'Three 
Ways.' The people were able to understand 
clearly. 

"Also, please pray for the open-air meet-
ing in Vellore, Tamil Nadu, which we are 
planning next month. It is the first open-air 
meeting that we ourselves are organizing. 
There is no church to invite us there so we are 
going to meet all the costs. However, two 
pastors are very keen about the Truth and 
some local leaders also want to help. It is for 
seven days... 

"It seems very clear that the Lord waited 
for all these years for the right time—till the 
wheat fields would be ready with ripe wheat. 

Now we see the that the fields are 'white and 
ready for harvest.' Perhaps India could be the 
last corner of the Harvest work before the 
`night' terminates the work. 

"Brethren, please pray for the tremen-
dous work that the Lord has given us here. 
The harvest truly is plenty. We have to go to 
thousands of cities and towns with the 
Present Truth. We need your help. We can-
not expect to get the organized churches 
elsewhere to help us such as we experienced 
in Proddatur. It was by 'chance' that the 
churches organized for us. Once they realize 
our doctrines, they will not help us. We may 
soon, with only the Lord's help, have to do 
it ourselves...." ❑ 

Brethren From page 8 
was leaking except the Lord, and we have a new washing machine 
that has done a lot of laundry. It is a little blessing, but He will provide 
everything you need." 

Testimonies at Hope, Indiana, June 19: 

Catholic Children Hear Bible Stories 
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope (IN) Ecclesia 
"I just wanted to share a sweet experience I have been having. We 
have some neighbors who help us out by watching our house when 
we go to conventions and check on things for us. We seem to go so 
much that the children are convinced we are rich! This summer, the 
mother works two days a week, and she asked if I was available to 
watch the kids who are old enough to be by themselves but need an 
adult to watch out for them. I also found out they needed some extra 
help with math and reading, so I told her I could also help in this area 
with the children. I went over to talk to her and pick them up, and 
she had a bag of things. She then said, 'Here—the children want to 
read you some Bible stories.' So here I thought I was going to help 
with the basics of school and now we are reading Bible stories two 
days a week, and I get regular opportunities to interject thoughts 
about our loving heavenly Father. It is a little experience, but I am 
thankful for it. I have had some opportunities to witness to the mother 
about how we do not believe in a God who would torture people in 
hell—because my mother got the Truth when after a child had died, 
a priest said that the child would be in hell. I told her that and she 
replied, 'Well, that' s just what the priest would believe. I don' t really 
think that's right.' She's a casual Catholic, and she's a little 
uncomfortable talking about religion around us because she feels 
negligent, but I asked her, 'If you sent the kids to catechism, wouldn't 
the kids just learn about church tradition?" She said, 'Well, Hail 
Mary and things like that.' So I replied, 'Well, we will teach them the 
Bible stories this summer.' I never prayed for such an opportunity, 
but it is of the Lord, and I am thankful for it." 

Love and Prayers of Brethren Appreciated 
Br. Allen Springer, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia 

wanted to give you an update on some prayer requests because I 
think we should not only ask for prayers but let the brethren know 
if those prayers have been answered. We have heard a lot this 
weekend about 'divine family.' I liked the thoughts presented about 
how some things have their beginning now—and I think the divine 
family is one of them that has its beginning now. For myself, my 
family is the Lord's people, and I am so grateful to have that family. 

My mother passed away about three weeks ago. She was 93 and 

had a good life. She was not sick very many times, so we are thankful 
for the Lord's mercy in that respect. It was not a difficult experience. 
She was Catholic but we had a good relationship. We spoke on 
religious subjects from time to time though did not have a lot of time 
to discuss the Truth. But I am confident that she will do quite well 
in the Kingdom. 

I wanted to express to all of you my appreciation for the divine 
family—the brotherhood we share—it is such a wonderful bond. In 
this experience, there were many details—so many details that the 
Lord put just the way He wanted to. I will not tell you what they were, 
but I do consider each one of them a miracle. I was raised a Catholic 
and left the religion as a teenager. I did not find the Truth until I was 
in my twenties. Those of you who were raised Catholic, you know 
about that institution, and if you can imagine the door the Lord 
opened up, I feel it was another miracle. I have two brothers who are 
still Catholic, but I had the privilege of picking out four scriptures 
that were read at the beginning of the Catholic mass funeral service. 
They were beautiful texts, and to hear a Catholic priest saying those 
words, it was weird, but it was beautiful. And then at the end of the 
service, I was permitted to give a 10 minute eulogy. It was such an 
unusual feeling to stand in a Catholic church pulpit. For the sake of 
the family, I mostly talked about my mother, but by the Lord's grace, 
I was able to give a bit of a Truth message. The Lord blessed that, and 
that was the answer to prayer. 

When this whole experience occurred, it was during the Chicago 
convention, and on Sunday I happened to be at the Miami Valley 
meeting when I got word. So I went home to make arrangements and 
the convention happened to be online. So it was another blessing to 
be in touch with the brethren right away. The prayers started 
ascending right away. I had prayed if it be the Lord's will, I would 
like to give a little witness at the funeral. That prayer was abundantly 
answered. We are very grateful to the brethren for their outpouring 
of love. There were many E-mails and cards and phone calls. We 
cannot possibly thank the friends for all of that. We ask a continued 
interest in your prayers." 

Business Trip Provides Six-Hour Witness 
Br. Mike Patrick, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia 
"...I do not get a lot of witnessing opportunities, but I just had one 
recently. I work for a mechanical contracting company—plumbers 
and pipe-fitters. We had a problem with one of our projects at the 
Columbus Zoo. We had to go to Chicago to pick up some equipment. 
The gentleman who was the representative for this company had to 
go with me so he could inspect the equipment. This man is 35 years 
old and from California. During the first part of the trip, from 

See Brethren page 14 
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Harvest News 
"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days." Ecc1. 11:1 

Internet Harvesting 
Instead of knocking on doors or calling 
people on the telephone, brethren 
themselves are being visited and found on 
their webpages by truth-hungry people. The 
following account—by the Lord's 
overruling—represents the combined 
efforts of brethren in three states who 
shared the Truth with someone earnestly 
searching. Ed. 

In April of this year Debra Ball visited Br. 
Rolando Rodriguez's (NJ) website 
(geocities.com/Athens/4876),  which is pre-
sented with special interest for the Jehovah's 
Witness point of view. She had just left the 
Jehovah's Witnesses after being a member 
for 13 years, eight as a regular "pioneer." 
Debra had many questions and these were 
discussed by E-mail with Br. Rolando, who 
also sent many First Volumes and booklets 
to names of her friends she believed would 
be very interested to receive them. 

In the meantime, she had also contacted 
another Bible Student webpage prepared by 
Br. Dan Torleumke in Texas (dmtl/ 
cedarpark.html) mentioning that she already 
read the First Volume and would like a 
Second Volume. Her name was forwarded to 
brethren in NJ (who usually send out First 
Volume requests), but with a question ask-
ing if any brethren in the Lexington, KY, 
area might contact her directly. After con-
sulting a map, a call was made to Sr. Karole 
Doran who contacted her personally. See 
Brethren Speak, page 8 . 

Two Witness Privileges 
Last spring Br. Erwin and Sr. Dorothea 
Kalinski of the Chicago Bible Students 
Ecclesia served at a book fair in downtown 
Chicago. The anticipated attendance for the 
two day fair was 70,000. The Ecclesia' s 
books were displayed on a large table. While 
serving at the book table Sr. Dorothea 
noticed among the passers-by the brother of 
her daughter-in-law. After a brief 
conversation with him, he, a professional 
photographer, took their picture. 

Two weeks later Br. and Sr. Kalinski re-
ceived the shocking news that he, Steve, had 
died at the age of 41. His parents—born-
again Christians—who live in Missouri 
asked Br. Erwin to conduct his funeral ser-
vice. The service was attended by over 125 
public. With the family's permission Truth 
booklets were placed at the table of registry. 
All but three were taken. A witness was 
given, not only to all of Steve's family, but 
also to some of Br. Erwin's neighbors who 
attended. 

Water Draws 700 to Truth 
The Starkville Bible Students Ecclesia 
participated in a fair booth effort on Labor 
Day weekend at the Prairie Arts Festival in 
West Point, MS. The class handed out over 
700 cups of cold water and also distributed 
the "water of Truth." 

Approximately 75 First Volumes (maga-
zine edition) were placed, along with 73 new 
"Flood" booklets. 156 individuals took pre-
stuffed bags with the "Divine Plan" program 
and web page information printed on them. 
Various other tracts—totalling nearly 1,000 
pieces of literature—were distributed. Br. 
Arthur and Sr. Tamara Parker, Br. Mark and 
Sr. Suzanne Tribble, and Br. Allen Springer 
participated. 

Most comments were generally favor-
able, with many people expressing pleasure 
that the water and literature were free. 

Brethren of the Starkville Ecclesia write: 
"We thank our heavenly Father for his many 
blessings and for the opportunity to witness 
his wonderful truth, and we thank the many 
brethren for their prayers and other support." 

1 -0 Showing of Pyramid Video 
Spurs Interest in Follow-up 

Seminar 
A Pyramid Seminar was conducted in 
Columbus Ohio ten days after the public 
showing of The Great Pyramid: Ancient 
Wonder Modern Mystery. The Columbus 
Bible Students Ecclesia conducted an 
intensive three hour public seminar 
consisting of the Divine Plan of the Ages as 
displayed in the Great Pyramid. All 15 
public who attended were Interested in the 
Great Pyramid's prophetic message. Nine 
stayed for the entire seminar including a 
twenty minute question period. The only 
advertising done for the seminar was a four-
color printed sheet which was distributed at 
the Indiana-Ohio Convention's public 
witness held Friday, August 13 at the 
Fawcett Center on the Ohio State University 
Campus. This was designed to attract only 
those who had already seen the Pyramid 
video and wanted more. The idea was to 
attract quality and not quantity. Of the 
approximately 150 public who attended the 
Indiana-Ohio showing, ten percent came to 
the seminar while several more stated that 
they would have attended if they had not 
made previous commitments. The Pyramid 
Seminar was an experiment in "event 
witnessing"—which worked! Follow-up 
will be planned for both those attending the 
Pyramid Seminar and those who couldn't 
make it. 

1999 Michigan State Fair 
Oakland County Bible Students report this 
was the best year ever. There was also a booth 
sponsored by the Detroit Bible Students in 
the same building. Having two Bible 
Student booths worked to mutual advantage 
and gave the Truth double exposure. 

More than 1,000 First Volumes and four 
sets of Volumes were sold, each accompa-
nied with a free copy of How to Study the 
Bible and Have it Make Sense and a Bible 
correspondence course. 

The most popular booklets were: Com- 
fort and Consolation; Revelation: How to 
Study it and Have it Make Sense; God's 
Kingdom; And God Cried; Speaking in 
Tongues (formerly Glossolalia) and What's 
this World Coming To? 

This year a special edition newsletter 
entitled, The Bible Millennium was pub-
lished. Some passersby stopped specifically 
to ask for a copy. It deals with the year 
2000—introducing the thought that the true 
Bible Millennium has been in progress since 
1874. A free copy can be obtained by writ-
ing: Oakland County Bible Students, P. 0. 
Box 92, Clawson, MI 48017, or E-mail: 
104064.2424  @compuserve.com  

Over the years, more and more people 
indicate they already have the First Volume. 
Other literature is introduced at that point, 
particularly the complete set. Many ex-
pressed that they had read the First Volume 
and enjoyed it very much. It is puzzling how 
they can be content with stopping there. One 
man approached the booth, saying that he 
had obtained a copy of the First Volume at 
a garage sale. He had read it and had been 
wanting to get the rest of the set for some 
time. He purchased a set immediately. 

Recently the class received a call on the 
class phone asking who Pastor Russell was. 
That morning one of the Pastor's books had 
been distributed in the Lutheran church. 

There is now a young man and his wife 
attending Sunday meetings who purchased 
a First Volume at the Ann Arbor Art Fair from 
the booth sponsored by The Associated Bible 
Students of Metropolitan Detroit. 

It is impossible to know the long term 
impact, but more and more people seem to be 
familiar with terminology used in the First 
Volume. A quote from Reprint 3756 is perti-
nent: "...we must not at once look for the full 
fruitage to our own efforts in the Lord's ser-
vice. We must be content to labor and to wait, 
and must realize that the Lord himself is be-
hind his Word, his message, making the selec-
tions of those whom he esteems worthy of 
joint-heirship in his kingdom." 
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Br. Tom and Sr. Cristina Filicky, of New 
Albany Bible Students, testified recently 
about exciting developments in Spanish-
speaking countries. Extracts from their 
testimony are given below. Ed. 

"We would like to report on the new 
brethren we have in the Spanish-speaking 
countries. As a result of the witnessing ef-
forts of several ecclesias in developing web 
sites, new brethren have come into contact 
with the Truth. In Spain, Br. DavidMora and 
his wife have decided to consecrate and 
partook of this last Memorial. They have a 
lot of questions, and their goal is to study 
more and make the Divine Plan of the Ages 
known in their homeland. 

"Br. David has developed his own web 
site in Spanish that contains literature in his 
language. Another brother from the Canary 
Islands, Lucas, an ex-Jehovah's Witness, is 
also very active in witnessing. They have 
been distributing First Volumes and wit-
nessing through the Internet to others. They 
face a lot of trials since their family are also 
Jehovah's Witnesses. They do not want any 
contact with them now. One brother in Uru-
guay, Alfredo, and another in Ecuador, Vic-
tor, came in contact with the brethren here 
through the Internet. Both are very zealous, 
and Br. Victor from Ecuador is studying with 
others who are interested. 

"We—along with Sr. Marge Hagensick-
have been keeping correspondence with all 
of them for awhile now. Several of them want 
to help with the translation work in Spanish. 
We are so thrilled to see how the Lord's 
message is being heard even in remote parts 
of the world. This makes us realize how fast 
we are approaching the full establishment of 
God's Kingdom when His knowledge will 
cover the earth as the waters cover the sea..." 

Sr. Marge Hagensick, of Chicago Bible 
Students, testified recently about her 
experience with Br. and Sr. Mora. Extracts 
from her testimony are given below. Ed. 

"I have had the privilege of corresponding 
with a brother in Spain. He came from 
Jehovah's Witnesses, and his family and his 
wife's family have turned against them as 
they are all Jehovah's Witnesses. When they 
were still in the organization, they were not 
allowed to have friends outside, so they were 
isolated. 

"They are very warm and caring and have 

many questions. They are feeling unsettled 
because many of the things they were taught 
to be Jehovah's Word, they are suddenly 
fording now are the words of men. It has been 
a rough experience, but they really want to 
know the Lord' s will. 

"They also want every bit of Pastor 
Russell's writings they can get their hands 
on in Spanish. That is where the problem 
comes. There is not much in Spanish. Br. 
David has the First Volume and is thrilled 
with the Ransom. 

"He was consecrated for the 13 years he 
was in the Jehovah's Witnesses, and he said 
he was not consecrated to the Society but to 
the Lord. When he found that the Lord's will 
was not expressed there altogether, he could 
not support it any longer no matter what it 
cost him He knew it was going to cost him 
everything, but he would not support any-
thing that was contrary to what he believed 
to be the Lord's will. 

"Remember him and his wife in your 
prayers. They are truly seeking." 

Following is a "letter of withdrawal" from 
the Jehovah's Witnesses organization 
written by Br. David Mora. It was translated 
from Spanish by Sr. Marge Hagensick. Ed. 

"My dear brother [a Jehovah's Witnesses 
elder], 

"When I was baptized, I dedicated my 
entire life unconditionally to Jehovah and 
never to any organization. I always thought 
that when I will be shown that I was mistaken, 
I would be sufficiently humble to accept it 
and acknowledge it. Will you do the same? 
I have done so for love of the truth. 

"In harmony with the words of Proverbs 
4:18 ['But the path of the just is as the 
shining life, that shineth more and more unto 
the perfect day], I was taught that Jehovah 
gave His people (only the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses) progressive understanding. Never 
did the Apostles or those who believed form 
a sort of governing body in the first century. 
They never taught nor imposed in the name 
of Jehovah teachings on others which later 
turned out to be false. Never. But I ask, can 
Jehovah with His Holy Spirit and under the 
direction of Christ Jesus 'illuminate' His 
people with a lie—with something which 
would later prove false and therefore not 
Biblical? NO—never! 

"Imagine for a moment that your son 

needs a transplant, needs it in order to live. 
Your Organization tells you that if you re-
ally want to have the approval of Jehovah 
and want your son to really come to live [in 
the resurrection], you have to permit your 
son to die in your arms. They have imposed 
rules in the name of God which have pro-
voked the death of many persons, of chil-
dren. I refuse to act like the Catholics and 
justify all that my organization has done in 
the Name of God. I refuse to act in the manner 
such as I have so criticized during thousands 
of hours in front of doors. My loyalty well 
understood is exclusively for Jehovah God, 
and not for any organization of human char-
acter. I trust Jehovah with all my heart. 

"Do these changes come from God? In 
1879 the men of Sodom will be resurrected; 
1952, they will not be resurrected; 1965, 
they will be resurrected; 1988, they will not 
be resurrected. Does this contradictory—
not progressive—understanding proceed 
from Jehovah? 

"Personally, I don't consider it important 
whether Jesus died on a cross or on a wooden 
pole. But since the Watchtower gives it 
importance—and a lot of importance—
would it surprise you to learn that Biblical 
and secular evidence make one see with 
noonday clarity that our Savior died on a 
cross and not on a wooden pole? As a Bibli-
cal reference for my affirmation, you can 
read John 20:25 where the expression 'nails' 
appears in the plural in the Greek in relation 
to the signs which Thomas wanted to see in 
the hands of Jesus—an expression which 
would not be in the original Greek if Jesus 
had died on a wooden pole! 

"Are the Jehovah's Witnesses the 'only 
ones' who will be saved? The circuit servant 
was very clear: Only and solely will those 
who are Jehovah's Witnesses be saved. The 
presentation from house to house should be 
something like this: 'Pardon, you will think 
that I am crazy, but if you don't accept the 
message that I bring, you will soon be de-
stroyed by God.' Thousands of millions of 
people who have lived in the past [before 
Armageddon] will be resurrected in a para-
dise. He who dies before Armageddon will 
be privileged in comparison with those who 
arrive alive. 

"I could continue, but I believe this is 
sufficient that you may know the reason for 
my decision..." 

Afflicted From page 2 
■ Sr. Marguerite Alfano (9222 Garrison Drive, Apartment 210 A, 
Indianapolis, IN 46240. Phone: (317) 580-0621. E-mail: 
jkb1914@  sys.net)will be having surgery for colon cancer. At first 
the doctor discouraged surgery because of her age—she is 91—but 
the cancer is in an area where it will be the easiest to operate. There 
will be no need for a colostomy or for chemotherapy, both of which 

Sr. Marguerite opposed. The exact date of the surgery is not known 
as a kidney infection must first be cleared up. 

Sr. Marguerite is a real inspiration to the brethren in her area. She 
recently attended the West Suburban convention. There is little that 
she misses in the studies and she wants to go to conventions as the 
Lord provides. Please remember her in your prayers. ❑ 
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In the last four years, the Internet has become 
a tremendous witnessing tool for the 
brethren. The brethren have published over 
30 web sites with Truth material. Hundreds 
of pages of Truth material have been made 
accessible to people all over the world 
through the Internet, the world wide network 
which allows computers to share 
information. Hundreds of thousands of 
pages of Truth material have been viewed by 
people from over 60 countries all over the 
world. 

Questions are encouraged! People view-
ing Truth materials on the Internet corre-
spond to the brethren by sending E-mail 
messages. (E-mail allows text messages to be 
sent from computer to computer around the 
world within seconds.) For example, in the 
last year alone, hundreds of bible questions 
sent by E-mail, have come into the Central 
Ohio ecclesia web site. This allows many 
more opportunities for ecclesia members to 
engage in the witness work through corre-
spondence with interested ones around the 
world. 

In the U.S. and around the world, approxi-
mately 20 individuals have gone beyond E-
mail correspondence and are now meeting in 
various ecclesias. 

Voice and video can also be transmitted 
around the world on the Internet. In this way, 
the Internet has been servicing the Breth-
ren—Broadcasting Conventions live on the 
Internet allowing many more brethren to be 
able to virtually attend Broadcast Conven-
tions as they happen. 

In the past 2-1/2 years, many conventions 
have been broadcast live over the Internet. 
This has been encouraging especially to 
brethren who are isolated but also to breth-
ren who are not able to travel to a particular 
convention. Well over one hundred week-
day and special Bible Student meetings have 
also been broadcast. Only brethren are given 
the password to get into these sessions, so 
they are not available to anyone else. There 
are plans however to use this technology for 
witnessing where particular broadcasts may 
be made available to a broad public audi-
ence. 

It is a possibility that one session—the 
public witness meeting—at the International 
Convention 2000—will be broadcast to a 
larger public audience over the web. 

The previous Bible Students Interna-
tional Convention was broadcast live over 
the Internet allowing some 40 more brethren 
to be able to attend and enjoy parts of the  

convention. The cost was approximately 
$800 for broadcasting 6 days of services. 
Smaller three-day conventions can cost as 
little as $130. This past I.O. convention was 
broadcast entirely in one of the brethren's 
personal conference rooms. This new devel-
opment can allow for low cost future broad-
casts. While the costs of these Internet meet-
ings has been going down substantially, 
there is still a growing need for funds for 
further development and for setting isolated 
brethren up with the basic equipment to 
receive Internet broadcasts. The Central Ohio 
ecclesia has set up an Internet fund for such 
a purpose. For more information contact: 

Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
Deborah Stewart, Secretary 
P. 0. Box 813 
Westerville OH 43086-0813 
Phone: (614) 890-1814 
E-mail: Ransomed2@juno.com  

Prerecorded voice and video can also be 
shared with others via the Internet. Over 40 
hours of audio and video materials are pres-
ently accessible on the Internet on various 
Bible Students web sites. This amount is 
about to double with the archiving of the 
Talk Radio Program: "Christian Questions." 

Deaths From page 4 
■Br. Everett Scott, age 88, finished his earthly course on August 
18 after a lengthy illness. Br. Everett was introduced to the truth 
through his wife Sr. Louise who was raised in the Truth. He was 
immersed in 1959 and was a member of the Chicago Bible Students 
for over 40 years. Br. Everett took part in the reprinting of the 
Reprints back in the 60's. In the 22 years after his retirement he 
devoted much time helping to print booklets and tracts. 

He is survived by his wife Sr. Louise. His funeral service was 
attended by some 45 brethren. Br. George Tabac officiated at the 
chapel and Br. Arthur Jezuit at the graveside. 

■ Sr. Recua Setser, 94 years of age, of the Cincinnati (OH) Ecclesia 
fmished her course on June 11 after a year's illness. She had been in 
that ecclesia for 55 years. Sr. Mildred Raffel cherishes her long 
friendship with Sr. Recua and remembers meetings in her home to 
hear visiting speakers. She loved Present Truth and was a champion 
of it. Br. Bill Harp conducted a graveside service which was attended 
by 60 persons, many to whom she had witnessed. A message was 
given on her hope and the world's hope. About 24 Hope booklets 
were given to those requesting them. 

■ Sr. Martha June Irving, of the North Suburban Detroit (MI) Bible 
Students, died September 11. She had been hospitalized for an 
angioplasty procedure. The doctors discovered that the procedure 
could not be performed. It was then necessary for them to perform a 
quadruple bypass. The surgery took over 10 hours. Sr. Martha went 
into a coma from which she never awakened. 

Br. Charles Thornton writes: "She will be missed by all who knew 
her—especially by Sr. Marge Peters who received the Truth through 
her efforts. Her favorite hymn was 208. She accepted the Truth in 
1962 and was immersed with Sr. Sharon McClellan. Her final act was 
witnessing the Truth to a nurse at the hospital. 

"She had demonstrated her love and zeal for the Lord and the 
Truth in many ways and was always active in the witness work..." 

■ Sr. Alma M. Firth, age 103, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, fmished 
her earthly course on August 1 in a nursing home where she resided 
the last eight years. She had a strict religious background. Her mother 
came in contact with Br. Harry Dietrich of Flint, Michigan who told 
her of God's Plan which includes 
a resurrection for the whole world 
of mankind as given in the 
promise to Abraham, "In thee and 
in thy seed shall all the families of 
the earth be blessed." Alma, who 
was seeking answers to her many 
questions, went from church to 
church. Not fmding satisfaction, 
she returned to the promise heard 
at the time of Br. Dietrich' s 
witness. This led her to consecrate 
her life to serve Christ. She was 
immersed over 60 years ago, and 
was a member of the Associated 
Bible Students of Grand Rapids 
for that many years. 

A memorial service was held August 28 at the meeting place of 
the Grand Rapids Ecclesia. About 60 members of her family and 
friends and 40 of the local class came to the service which Sr. Alma 
had planned before her death. She had requested that a Hope booklet 
and her obituary card be placed on every seat. Eight eulogies were 
given by family and brethren. Br. Edmund Jezuit gave the sermon. 
After the service, several commented that Sr. Alma had given them 
the same message as that given by the speaker. 1:11 
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C(31 From page 1 
"W at is Truth?"; Br. Ken Rawson (Dec. 18, 
1998) "Why did God choose the Jews?"; Br. 
David Stein (Feb.12, 1999) "Did God Really 
create Adam?"; Br. Len Griehs (Mar. 12, 
1999) "Y2K—The end of the World?"; Br. 
Robert Gray (June 11, 1999) "The Rapture"; 
Sisters Jane Miller and Lois Armstrong (July 
16, 1999) "How does faith lift you above 
tragedy?" 

We thank them all for their interest and 
the time they spent in support of us. 

Because our program is live and has a 
call-in format, topics often are chosen which 
reflect current events. The tragedy in 
Littleton motivated us to have a two week 
discussion on "If God is love, why does He 
permit evil?" We originally thought that our 
message would be a comfort to our listeners. 
But, instead, just the opposite was true! We 
never expected the responses we got...or, the 
anger of our listeners! Prior to the second 
broadcast, we advertised in the local news-
paper. More people than usual listened. We 
received eight calls, some of which were 
critical, blaming us for questioning what 
God does. The callers were offended that we 
even intimated that God permits evil. They 
said that we were attempting to judge God's 
motives and present the idea that God has 
logic or reason for the evil. In answer to the 
barrage of criticism, we changed our format 
the third week, held all calls for 30 minutes, 
and proceeded to present the plan of God. 

We stated that the purpose of God's per-
mission of evil is to give humankind an 
unforgettable first hand experience with evil, 
thereby teaching each human being the di-
sastrous result of a life lived without God as 
its center. It was brought to the attention of 
the audience that God permits evil for the 
purpose of teaching man the consequences 
of disobedience to His direction. God, 
thereby, shows the human family the sinful-
ness of sin so that no member will ever wish 
to go back to such a way of life again. We 
then proceeded to scripturally reference the 
plan of God from Adam's fall due to disobe-
dience, the consequence of which all have 
come short of the glory of God, through 
Noah's reward for obedience, finding grace 
in the eyes of the Lord, to the promise given 
to Abraham in which he and his seed would  

bless all the families of the earth because he 
obeyed, to Jesus, the promised seed and 
redeemer of all mankind. It was emphasized 
that Jesus, although perfect in every way, 
was also subject to the rules of obedience 
(Hebrews 5:8; Luke 22:41-42). Obedience 
to God is the key to everything. Continuing 
along the line of God's promise to Abraham, 
Galations 3:26-29 was read confirming that 
we Christians are called to be the seed of 
Abraham which will bless all the families of 
the earth. After we finished, one of our fre-
quent callers said, "You got it! That was it in 
a nut shell." Whether he fully grasped the 
plan in regard to the two salvation was not 
completely clear to us. After the program 
ended, we got more positive responses from 
those at the station. We thank the Lord for the 
special witness blessing he allowed us to 
give that day and for the joy we received 
through the giving. 

We Celebrate and Plan 

On June 11, 1999, we had a gathering to 
celebrate our first anniversary. We took 
some time to reflect on the past and plan for 
the future. 

Although we are thrilled that the Truth 
message is witnessed to approximately 1000 
to 5000 people each week, we earnestly pray 
for greater exposure. We know that there is 
interest among many brethren to make this 
program national. Syndication would allow 
us to do that. But we need to extend the 
program to two hours before a larger radio 
station would even consider picking up our 
broadcast. The management at the station is 
thus far very satisfied with us. They have said 
that "Christian Questions" is "quality pro-
gramming"... that we are "part of the family." 
Currently we are doing what we can to tighten 
our ties with them even further by actively 
seeking sponsors. We have advertised in the 
local newspapers, The New London Day, The 
Resident, and The Mystic Press. We have 
posted flyers in shops and businesses. We are 
also distributing mugs, pens, and magnets. 
On July 9, we did a live broadcast from a 
coffee shop, "Somewhere in Time", in Mys-
tic, CT. The coffee shop was happy for the 
exposure, and hopes to have us back for 
future programs. We are actively pursuing 

on-location broadcasts on a consistent 
monthly basis. 

Our radio station, WSUB, is on the web. 
We hope to have our own web page in about 
six weeks. Br. Jordan Gray, who does web 
page and site design, is helping us. Soon we 
hope to have audio files of all the tapes with 
comments available. It is also our desire to be 
broadcast live over the intemet in three to six 
months. If these plans materialize, brethren 
will be able to listen to and call in with 
comments while the radio program is being 
broadcast. 

Future Hopes 

One of our greatest joys has been 
entertaining guest speakers. We hope to 
continue and expand this practice. We are 
also considering the possibility of 
broadcasting live from a Bible Student 
convention. 

It is our hope that "Christian Questions" 
will be more than just a one-time witness 
effort. We have hours of tapes on file which 
can be sent to shut-ins or new comers to the 
Truth. For example, a recent new interest, 
whose wife was apprehensive about her 
husband's involvement with the Bible Stu-
dents, warmed considerably once she lis-
tened to some of the programs on tape. 

Another way "Christian Questions" can 
be used to witness and comfort is through the 
class file letter. Some of the topics on "CQ" 
are ideal for summarization in a file letter. An 
order form for the program tape can be in-
cluded with the letter. 

The above are just a few ways in which 
"CQ" can be recycled for further witness 
activities. 

We are hopeful that in the very near future 
you will be able to access us live off the 
intemet. At a recent meeting the radio sta-
tion manager expressed his pleasure with 
our attitude and content of the programs. He 
said that we were valuable to the station and 
is working hard to get us a two hour time slot. 
We are looking forward to the future. Please 
continue to support us through your prayers 
and suggestions. We earnestly pray that all 
said and all that we do is to the honor and 
glory of our Father and his Son. ❑ 
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Columbus to Chicago, we just got to know each other better. And 
incidentally, the equipment we went to get was damaged, so it was 
a wasted trip temporally. But on the trip going back to Ohio, I was 
able to witness to him for about 6 hours. I also did send him a First 
Volume. About every three minutes, I was asking the Father to help 
me with answers for his questions because I did not have answers for 
all of the questions. I just hope and pray that the seed was planted. 
I feel like an instrument that was possibly used to give him a message, 
and I would like to thank the Lord for that and praise His name." 

Minister Reads "I Will Come Again" 
Sr. Bethany Gray, Central Ohio Ecclesia 
"We have been going through some big changes in our temporal 
lives recently...The Lord has been giving us very hard experiences 
on the flesh, but they have been good for the spirit. Br. Jordan lost 
his job in February, and he has been doing little things on the side. 
It is funny because during my teenage years, my family went through 
a series of several unemployment experiences. But it is amazing 

See Brethren next page 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and good works." Heb. 10:24 

The Volumes in Indian Languages Magazine First Volume 

Another large printing of the magazine 
edition of The Divine Plan of the Ages will 
be ready for shipment at the end of October. 
It is hoped that a number of brethren and 
ecclesias will place an order now, stating the 
number of copies you anticipate being able 
to distribute at fair booths, for use in follow-
up work, for personal witnessing efforts, etc., 
during the next few years. Several years ago 
a couple (who have since finished their 
earthly course) distributed many copies of 
the First Volume to the people at their 
homes, in the city where they resided. 

The new magazine edition of The Divine 
Plan of the Ages will be printed on 50# white 
offset paper with a beautiful four color 100# 
enamel cover. 

Orders of 5,000 or more copies, will cost 
40 cents per copy plus the cost of shipping. 
The cost for 100 copies up to 5000 will be 
$57.00 per hundred (including shipping). 
Canadian brethren should add an extra $9.00 
because of the high shipping cost to Canada. 
Please order in multiples of 100. 

Make checks payable to Fort Worth Bible 
Students. Forfurther information, phone 817-
590-9379. 

Fort Worth Bible Students 
P. O. Box 4085 
Fort Worth, TX 76164  

After 85 years since the Truth came to India, 
the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures 
are fmally being translated into native 
Indian dialects. One older brother and one 
younger brother—Br. Daniel and Br. 
Varma—have been inspired to pursue this 
ambitious project. Br. Daniel, who has 
retired as the General Secretary of the India 
Bible Students, would like to devote his 
time to translating. Br. Varma will do much 
of the organizing. A number of other Indian 
brethren will also be involved in various 
aspects of this translation work. A Volume 
Fund in the United States will provide the 
support. 

Providing the Volumes for the Indian 
brethren is an arduous undertaking as India 
is composed of a number of states—each 
with its own dialect. There is no national 
language. Actually three sets of Volumes 

Divine Plan Program 

The Divine Plan Program will move from E! 
to Court TV (CTV) Mondays at 7:00 AM 
Eastern Time Zone. Court TV has a wide 
coverage over the country. Check your TV 
guide for CTV. The program continues to 
find many hearing ears. 

will be translated—one set for each of the 
three major dialects. This exciting work is 
actually underway and Br. Varma reports: 

"The first chapter of The Divine Plan of 
Ages was translated to Kannada last week 
[third week of August]. But after close scru-
tiny for correction, we are quite happy about 
the work. We have fixed a target with the 
translator. He works for about five hours a 
day and will hopefully complete it by mid 
December! Pray that the Lord may help him. 

"The Tamil First Volume is being edited 
and simplified. There were some Sanskrit 
words which make it very hard to under-
stand. Butlt should also be ready by the same 
time. Translation into Telugu is yet to start. 
After studying the trial work, we were not 
satisfied. I will try to find a rightperson when 
I go to Proddatur next month [September]. 
Please pray." 

"To those who have the knowledge of God, of his 
Word, of his Plan, the present and the near future 
offer certainly the most wonderfulopportunities of 
which we could conceive. Whoever loves the Lord 
will love the brethren. Whoever would serve the 
Lord will be intent upon serving the brethren; and 
the more their need, the better the opportunity; and 
the greater our zeal, the greater the results for others, 
and the greater the blessing for ourselves..."R5824 
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what a new experience it is when you are the one responsible for 
making all the decisions. I am thankful because now I have had that 
experience as a child and as an adult. Sometimes, I get overwhelmed 
at all the decisions we have to make. I appreciate a statement from 
my mother-in-law who says 'We want to be able to walk on water but 
do not want to jump off the temple pinnacle!' 

"I also wanted to share another experience. We live in Spring-
field, Ohio, and in our local newspaper, there is a paid column every 
Saturday in the 'Religion' section, written by a local pastor. He is 
non-denominational, so some things I can agree with, for example 
when he says you are not supposed to call any man 'Father.' But he 
wrote something on the Lord's second return, and he used many 
good scriptures, but at the end, his conclusion was that we do not 
really know when the Lord will return—we have no idea. So, I wrote 
him a letter and sent him the booklet, 'I Will Come Again.' I really 
did not expect any response but he wrote back in one week and said 
he had read the booklet. He said that even though we disagree on the 
return of Christ, he would still like to meet with us. Well, meetings 
got cancelled because he had several other obligations come up, but 
about three weeks after that letter, he wrote a much larger column 
entitled, 'A Study of the One Thousand Year Reign.' After reading 
it, I asked my parents to read it because I believed it was a direct 
response to us and our booklet. He opened his column with, 'The 
Jews in the first century believed and even unbelieving Jews still 
believe that Christ would establish an earthly, physical Kingdom. 
Further, many religious bodies still teach today the concept that the  

earthly Kingdom is correct.' Then he goes on and I believe he missed 
our point that Christ will not reign physically in the flesh on earth, 
but He will reign over the earth. So we could agree with his points 
about spiritual salvation, but he missed the point about the earthly 
salvation. I am going to try to contact him again, and I would 
appreciate any suggestions and your prayers." 

Pope Claimed to be "Gift of Authority" 
Sr. Estelle Gill, Central Ohio Ecclesia 
"I have to thank my Heavenly Father for a miracle. Sometimes we 
have little experiences only meant for us, and you cannot really 
impart the joy it brings to your heart, but I will try. The theme of this 
convention has been wonderful, and I think it is important for us to 
know that our King is marching on, and He is performing miracles 
in the Earth. He is in control, and He is permitting the natural 
consequence of prophecy. It is such a blessing when we can see 
things come to pass, because it is a boon to our faith. I have to bring 
this to your attention—I know there are lot of viewpoints on whether 
or not there will be a rise of church and state. But even if you do not 
believe that there will be, this information should still be interesting. 
Br. Ed Winske gave me a newspaper article with the heading, 
'Anglican Church and Roman Catholic Church may soon be 
uniting.' I looked at that and just thought that well, we all kind of 
think that. But then we got an E-mail from Br. Varma in India via 
Jordan and Bethany, and it had something about a Lambeth 
Congress where they were considering uniting. So Bill and I decided 
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to do some research about this on the Web. We looked up this 
Congress, and I just want to read a few sentences of what we found. 
We did E-mail these people who are the Congress for the Anglican 
Church throughout the world. They wrote back and said the first 
thing to understand is that 'the gift of authority is from the Anglican-
Roman Catholic International Mission, a body appointed by the 
Vatican and Anglican Commission.' They have made an agreement 
and are now sending this out to all of their congregations for their 
approval. This is from the Archbishop of Canterbury on the 'gift of 
authority': 'Indeed, in the common declaration signed by myself 
and Pope John Paul II in December, 1996, we understand the crucial 
importance of this subject, and noted that "without agreement in this 
area, we shall not reach a full visible unity to which we are both 
committed."' When you read on, it says the Pope is the gift of 
authority to all the churches, including all the Protestant churches. 
I think it is so important for us to maintain our faith. The time is going 
on, and the theme of this convention has been that we must hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering. Sometimes, we have 
those little doubts, and I have to admit that I did not have doubts in 
what the Lord was doing, but I have wondered what are we supposed 
to be doing. So I am just so thankful for this reassurance that the Lord 
is permitting all these things, and it does not matter how long it 
takes—the outcome will be glorious..." 

Testimonies at New Brunswick, New Jersey, July 3 and 4: 

Immersion Day Remembered 
Br. Gene Burns, Northwest (IN) Bible Students 
"Today is a special occasion for me. It is 56 years since my immersion 
in Detroit. That is a long time. When I was immersed, if someone 
would have told me I would be here in 1999, I would not have taken 
them seriously I am sure. But by the Lord's tender mercy, I am here, 
and we rejoice that the Lord has given us this time because as Peter 
says, 'the longsuffering of God is to us salvation.' So in a way, we 
are glad that the Kingdom did not come in 1914, 1954 or 1994 for 
that matter. But we are looking forward to it coming. When I was 
immersed in 1943, we were in a terrible war. It seemed the world was 
falling apart at that time. There were savage battles in Europe and 
Asia, and to complicate matters, when I went to Detroit, there had 
been a riot there the previous week. To greet us when we got off the 
train were tanks and machine gun nests with orders to the soldiers 
to shoot to kill. If anyone disturbed the peace, they were to shoot. 
It seemed so unfriendly until we got to the meeting place. There, our 
hearts rejoiced and we were glad to share the blessings of that 
convention. There were four brethren immersed that I can remember: 
my brother Alfred Burns, Sr. Vera Blicharz, Sr. Verna Roguski and 
myself. It is wonderful that these four people are still enthusiastic 
about their consecration and trying to serve the Lord. I ask an interest 
in your prayers. We appreciate the love and sacrifices of the brethren 
over the years" 

"Lay Aside Every Weight..." 
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick, Chicago Bible Students 
"The year I was in Moldova has made me feel a kinship with my dear 
sister, Naomi, who lived several thousand years ago. I realized what 
it was like to leave your home and country and go to a new land—
and then what it is like to go back to your land. There is always a bit 
of a distance when you come back—my heart is here but it is also in 
Moldova, and in Romania and Poland. So sometimes it is difficult 
for me because I feel so torn. I look forward very much to that spiritual 
body that does not have to only be in one location, and does not have 
to communicate with only one person in one language at a time. We 
will have that unity together which I love so very much. In 
connection with that, I very much appreciated Br. Dan Monette' s 

talk. When I went to Moldova, I went with two huge suitcases, and 
that was two too much. I found that lugging around the excess 
baggage inEurope was really a hassle. Every time I went someplace, 
I had to think about how to get my luggage from place to place. I was 
forever asking brethren, 'Can I leave some here with you and I can 
come back and get it?' I appreciated the example that we do not need 
to have so many things in our life tying us down and burdening us. 
I am trying to free my life from as many of these earthly ties as possible 
so when the Lord says he has a new home for me, I will not have to 
tell him, 'Wait, Lord, I have to pack!' I love you all very much." 

Drywater? 
Br. George Wilmott, Fort Worth (TX) Bible Students 
"I would like to ask how many of you have heard of drywater? We 
heard about it on the news one night, and Sr. Ruth was able to go to 
the computer and print some information about it. This is extremely 
interesting because it is one of the many proofs that the times of 
restitution have begun. We are all familiar with the scripture in Isaiah 
35 that the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. Briefly, 
drywater is made of three non-toxic ingredients: pure water, food 
grade vegetable gum and alum. Drywater is absorbed making it 
readily available to the plant's roots. It is safe around animals and 
children. It is 98% water by weight and 2% vegetable gum and alum. 
The interesting thing is that Egypt has been making use of this. They 
have planted one million trees in the desert, and they have plans to 
plant more than 17 million trees over 35,000 acres. So there will not 
only be enough room for the people to live but there will also be 
plenty of food. This is a definite proof that the times of restitution 
have already begun!" 

Blessed in Follow-up Experiences 
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg (MB) Bible Students 
"We left for the convention a week ago, and we had the privilege of 
an extension service at Smiths Falls, Ontario with a couple that are 
interested. This is the second time we visited. This time we had a 
meeting with them with a study and discourse. They really 
appreciate and enjoy the brethren, and their contacts with brethren 
throughout Canada and the United States have been a rich blessing 
for them. They wish to be remembered to you. They are not 
consecrated but interested, and they want to maintain contact with 
the brethren. 

"We also had the opportunity to do some follow-up work in 
several places in Ontario--Founder Bay, Kirkland Lake, North Bay, 
Bembrook, Ottawa, and Prescott. These places all have people who 
have been receiving literature from us through the Divine Plan 
program. Out of all the ones we contacted in these places, very few 
showed no interest. Most of them appreciated the message, loved the 
program and use our literature as reference material to answer 
questions when they go to Bible studies. Some of them have a sound 
background of understanding the plan of God. One gentleman in 
North Bay, on every topic I discussed with him—the Trinity, hell 
fire, Israel—he was in full agreement with us. He even partakes of the 
Memorial supper. So, this is something unusual. The only difference 
with him was that he said he partook of the lamb first before the 
Memorial. I tried explaining this to him. 

"Everywhere we went, we had expressions of appreciation except 
for one who did not want to be on our list anymore One gentleman 
in Smiths Falls was with the Worldwide Church of God. The first 
thing he asked us was if we were Sabbath-keepers. I said 'No' and 
through the process of explaining this to him, he said, 'If you're not 
a Sabbath-keeper, you will be very sorry.' He did not want to discuss 
any further. I pointed to him the message Jesus gave to his disciples, 
even the Sermon on the Mount—the Beatitudes. I asked, 'Did Jesus 
say here anywhere, 'Blessed are the Sabbath-keepers?' He said 'No,' 
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On a visit to see family and brethren, Br. 
Kome Adjisi with his sister Mena and his ten-
year-old son Daniel travelled to Nigeria on 
June 14 of this year. While on his 1994 trip—
sponsored by the Bible Students Committee 
for Africa (BSCFA) —Br. Kome reports the 
country was fraught with tension, while on 
this trip "Nigeria was at ease." However, he 
found the brethren suffering the 
consequences of unemployment (or lack of 
pay) as affecting even the ability of some to 
travel to meetings. Ed. 

"With my brother and sister, Br. David 
and Sr. Francesca, we stayed in Ibadan all 
week long and did not get to see the brethren 
until Sunday. I had hoped to see some of the 
brethren come by the compound where meet-
ings were held as in the past, but none came 
by. (From my recollection, I believe the class 
has a mid-week and a Saturday study for a 
total of three meetings a week with Sunday.) 
But the midweek and Saturday meetings 
were not held because very few attend. Many 
cannot afford to travel to a meeting. Sunday 
attendance is down also due to travel cost 
with only the brothers attending leaving 
their wives and children at home. On Friday 
night, though, we had a Bible study led by 
my dad with just the family in attendance. 
On the Sunday when we were in class, there 
were about 15 adults in attendance. 

"On Sunday, June 20, I was asked to serve 
with a discourse following a short study and 
discussion on the Manna text of the day. 
After the meeting, I had a meeting with the 
three elders that now constitute the ecclesia' s 
Financial Aid Committee: Brs. Cajetan Egbu, 
Victor Osinaike and David Obayagbona. 
(There are four elders, the fourth being Br. 
Joseph Ajise, as well as five deacons in the 
class.) We discussed the financial aid ar-
rangement and then we talked about some 
other issues they needed assistance with. 
They gave me a copy of their financial aid 
report and a copy for our treasurer. They 
wanted to be more involved in the Frank and 
Ernest Radio program effort. It is currently 
a 15-minute program and they would like to 

News from Nigeria 
see it increased to 30 minutes. They see this 
as a very worthwhile effort and are available 
to do any legwork necessary. Br. Cajetan 
had made contact with the radio station 
management and reported that the director 
claims they have not been paid and was 
actually planning to discontinue the ser-
vice. I promised to look in to this with Br. 
Passios. 

"The class has also followed up on the list 
of responses of 35 names with mail-outs and 
even visits by one of the brethren. The list of 
booklets mailed out shows 22 different titles 
ranging from "Born of the Spirit" to "Your 
Adversary the Devil." They have a room 
available for storage at the new meeting 
location and would need assistance with a 
new letterhead. All things considered, they 
appear to me as being ready in Ibadan to 
implement the "book depot" concept as we 
have discussed at the BSCFA meetings. 

"The Ibadan class had moved from their 
original meeting location on the premises of 
the company Br. Joseph Aj ise works with. (It 
was my understanding the company man-
agement asked them to leave.) Some of the 
younger brethren had started to canvass the 
area for likely sites for class meeting, and 
through the Lord's overruling, they found 
this new place owned by a business associate 
of one of the brethren. It is a private elemen-
tary school that has a meeting room avail-
able for use free. It is critical that they do not 
have rent obligations (which they did not 
have at the old location) since almost every-
one is unemployed in the class. 

"Warri was to be the second site for a book 
depot, but I was not able to meet with the 
Warn brethren. There was civil unrest in 
Warn and the area was under a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew with travel restrictions-in and out. 
However, on June 18, after several tries I got 
through to Br. Wilson Neighbour of the 
Warn class on the phone. We had a 15-20 
minute conversation and since he is the only 
one in the class close to a phone, I asked that 
he mention to the class that I called and sent 
greetings. We learned that the Warri class  

17 

members were safe from the rioting and 
lootings that were going on. Because this 
was an inter-ethnic fighting, we knew some 
of the brethren could be subject to attacks 
because of their ethnicity. In fact, although 
Br. Obire has been able to return home, he 
still has his belongings stored with Br. Pius 
for safekeeping because of the troubles fol-
lowing the burning of his neighbor's house. 

"It was truly a blessing to be back in 
Nigeria—especially because five years ago 
we left in a big hurry due to major political 
crises, not knowing just when I would see 
any of the friends and family left behind. 
Although there was hardly any trace of the 
tension of the past, unemployment is still 
very high in the country and even ones with 
jobs cannot afford to get to work at times—
and many yet are owed months of salaries. 
The economic situation seemed the main 
problem in the country, and most Nigeri-
ans—including the brethren—are severely 
affected still. Nevertheless, I noticed a 
feeling ofhope andpromise among the people 
following the election of new democratic 
government at all levels of government. 
(But even this hope—given the political 
history of the country—was at the same time 
tempered with the typical cynicism you find 
with Nigerians.) 

"As the Nigerian brethren expressed to 
me several times, they continue to need your 
prayers and are truly appreciative of the 
assistance and consideration they get from 
the brethren in the U.S. I firmly believe the 
process currently in place to work through 
the brethren in Nigeria to direct aid to the 
needy is still the better way to go and hope 
all the friends wishing to help would chan-
nel their donations through the Humanitar-
ian Aid Committee headed up by Br. Ray 
Luke. They would equally benefit from con-
tact through correspondence from brethren 
from all over the world. I believe this com-
munication will keep them connected to the 
fellowship we so enjoy here and serve to 
further buoy their faith and hope in these 
trying times." 
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so I asked him why he was stressing it to be so important. I asked if 
he ate the Passover Lamb as the Jews and he said 'No.' But he said 
he did not have common interest with us. 

"Some people were expecting to contribute donations because 
we never asked them for money. We told them that we never solicit 
money, but they have our address and they can voluntarily send 
money if they wish. We visited a young couple in Prospect, and the 
gentleman works very hard for his family. He likes to listen to the 
program and would like to have cassettes. He wanted to send for the 
6-in-1 many times but did not have $20 to spare. So we said we would 
send it to him free and he was grateful. It is really precious to us to 
know there are still people who desire to know about the Kingdom 
and promises to the whole world of mankind" 

A Letter of Testimony 
Br. Tom and Sr. Cristina Filicky, New Albany (IN) Bible Students 
"...Dear Brethren, we have been having some wonderful blessings 
and trials. The Lord blessed us with the arrival of our son, Samuel, 
last February. After being amazed about how well he was doing, 
Samuel became ill very quickly. We took him to the hospital, and 
upon arrival, he began developing seizure activity. He had seizures 
for two days. The doctors were very concerned because they did not 
know what caused him to become so sick afterbeing born so healthy. 
They were able to control his seizures with medication and ran 
several tests. After a week of testing, they still did not know the cause. 
He stayed in the hospital for ten days. Those ten days were very 
physically and emotionally draining, and we could not have gotten 
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Bible Students Visit Ghana, West Africa 
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In response to a request for assistance in establishing an ecclesia from 
Br. Marion Hayford (a 91 year old brother from Ghana who 
symbolized his consecration at the 1998 Nigerian Convention) six 
brethren traveled to Ghana on August 11. Br. Joe Dolan, Br. Lee and 
Sr. Ila Hicks, Br. Homer and Sr. Beverly Montague and Sr. Cathy 
Sandridge. 

Br. Hayford' s contact with the Truth was made several years ago 
after fmding a Dawn magazine and a subsequent personal visit to his 
home by Br. Gilbert Rice. Prior to Br. Hayford' s immersion, he had 
corresponded for many years with Br. Joe Dolan, a member of the 
Bible Students' Committee for Africa, regarding God's plan. Fol-
lowing are pertinent details of the trip. 

August 1 1 th—The six of us flew to Accra, Ghana, arriving at 
11:50 P.M. We were met at the airport by Br. Joseph and Sr. Dupe 
Ajise and their son, Br. David, all of whom live in Nigeria. The Ajises 
received the Truth in 1983 as a result of a visit from Br. Richard 
Evans. We were also met by Marcus Addae, a very helpful contact 
with whom we have developed a relationship over E-mail. He made 
arrangements for our hotel accommodations and a witness activity 
in the city of Accra. 

August 12th—Conducted a morning witness activity consisting 
of showing For This Cause, a session on "How To Study The Bible 
and Have It Make Sense" and distributed a small portion of the 450 
pounds of Bible Student literature brought from America. Approxi-
mately 30 individuals attended this effort at the C' est Si Bon Hotel. 

Shortly after 1:00 P.M. eleven of us with about twenty pieces of 
luggage (including books) traveled to Dunkwa by van, arriving at 
8:30 P.M. We stayed in various homes for the night as well as for the 
remainder of our time in Dunkwa. 

August 13th—Conducted amorning witness activity in a school, 
using the same format as the previous day in Accra. About 60 
individuals were present, a few with whom Br. Hayford had been 
meeting and others from surrounding villages, including some 
ministers. 

After lunch there were three discourses with questions on The 
Ransom, The Chart of the Ages, The Bible Student Movement in 
Africa and also a Testimony Meeting. The attendance remained 
fairly constant. 

August 14th—There were about 100 adults in attendance plus 
about 30 children that Sr. Cathy Sandridge took for Sunday School. 

Topics for morning discourses with questions included The New 
Creation and Repentance. After lunch there were discourses on The 
Church and Christianity as well as a Testimony Meeting and a 
Vesper Service. The Testimony Meeting also was devoted to 
answering questions about scriptures raised by the attendees. 

August 15th—Morning attendance was down because some 
participants went to their own worship services but in the afternoon 
it swelled to around 100 again. Morning discourses were given on 
Forgiveness and Baptism. The afternoon schedule included an 
Open Question Meeting followed by a Business Meeting where 
about 22 individuals indicated they wished to be a part of the 
DunkwaB ible Students Class. During the Testimony, two individu-
als with whom Br. Hayford had been meeting expressed a desire for  

water baptism. At the end of the day, Br. Ajise indicated a willingness 
to make periodic visits from Nigeria to assist the brethren in Dunkwa. 
The executive director of the school where we met stated he had 
heard the Truth during these three days and would be leaving the 
Baptist Church and now would meet with the Dunkwa Bible 
Students. 

August 16th—The Ajises, Montagues and Sr. Cathy left Dunkwa 
in the morning for Accra. A library was established in Br. Hayford' s 
home, four candidates were immersed and 21 brethren had an 
evening study with Br. Hayford. 

August 17th—A Chart talk was given in the village of Amoafo 
with translations in the local language. Three brethren who attended 
the gathering in Dunkwa were immersed. A visit to another village 
featured a discourse on Baptism which resulted in three more 
immersions. After returning to Dunkwa, three adult children of Br. 
Hayford were immersed as well as a brother who walked to Dunkwa 
from another village. 

August 18th—Visit to Br. Gyekye in Sekundi. Br. Gyekye and 
Br. Dolan have studied by correspondence for 6 years. Br. Gyekye 
works in a minimum security prison. A Chart talk was given to about 
50 individuals and the warden requested a copy of the For This 
Cause video. 

August 19th—Witnessing, tracting, and Chart talk given in 
various towns. Evening meeting held at Br. Hayford' s home. Some 
brethren are reading Volume 6, Chapter 6 on the Order and Disci-
pline of the New Creation. 

August 20th—Left Dunkwa and journeyed to Accra, had fellow-
ship with Marcus and others who traveled with us. 

August 21st—Planned visit to Br. Felix Thompson with whom 
Br. Dolan had corresponded five years. Br. Felix (27 years old) had 
read the First and Fifth Volumes and shared the Truth with a friend. 
Sadly, Br. Felix had passed away suddenly at the end of July, so a 
brief memorial service was conducted at this time. 

August 22nd—Visited a church pastored by one of the attendees 
at the meeting in Dunkwa. Discourses were given in this church on 
the Ransom and the Chart of the Ages. Congregation of 80 wish to 
become "Accra Bible Students" and only study the Truth. Evening 
meeting in another church with For This Cause showing and Chart 
talk. Marcus was present andnow considers himself aBible Student 
from Accra. 

August 23rd—Met with a group of Pastors, Elders and Deacons 
in Korle Gonno section of Accra. They asked for help in studying 
the Truth so as to avoid error again. They want to be known now as 
the Korle Gonno Bible Students in Accra. At this point there are three 
groups in Accra who wish to be known as Bible Students and study 
only the Truth. 

A more detailed report of this trip to Ghana will be available 
shortly. If you would like a copy or wish to obtain further informa-
tion concerning the Bible Students' Committee For Africa, please 
contact: Sr. Joyce Lagno, Secretary, 1201 E. Cooke Road, Colum-
bus, OH 43224-2059, Phone: (614) 262-2874, E-Mail: 
Joycelpt  @aol.com  

Brethren From page 17 
through the experience without the Lord's strength and all the 
brethren's prayers. We are so thankful to all the brethren for keeping 
us in their daily thoughts andprayers. We saw the Lord's overruling, 
and we are thankful to Him for his guidance and courage. Samuel is 
doing remarkably well for what he went through. The doctors have 
not found the cause of the illness, but he has not had any more 
seizures since the episode at the hospital. They are very encouraged 

by Samuel's progress and said his prognosis was good. If Samuel will 
have any lasting effects from the incident, it will probably show up 
later on. We know the Lord is directing all of our experiences and 
that they are tailor-made for the development of our New Creature. 
We pray that He will continue to guide us and ask that you continue 
to remember us in your prayers. We are so thankful to have Samuel 
with us and to watch him grow. We have been blessed..." ❑ 
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Conventions 
"Give thanks unto the LORD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the people." 1 Chron. 16:8 

October 9,10 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Ecclesia. Secretary: Jackie Lancaster, PO Box 13155, San Antonio, 
TX 78213-0155. E-mail: corlan@  stic.net  

October 29-31 Irwin, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible Students 
Annual. Conley Inn, Irwin PA. Five speakers. Information from 
Secretary: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive, 
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (724) 258-2585. 

November 25-28 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia 
Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Study on 
Romans 11. For programs/reservations: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove 
Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330) 882-3309 or Joann Klich, 
E-mail: jklich@akron.infi.net  

2000 
February 19,20 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio. Annual theme convention. Riverside Hospital Health 
Center, 500 Thomas Lane at Olentangy River Road. Seven speakers. 
Theme: Re-establishing the clarity of the Covenants that define the 
entire plan of God. Secretary: Deborah Stewart, P. 0. Box 813, 
Westerville, OH 43086-0813. Phone: (614) 890-1814. E-mail: 
Ransomed2@juno.com  

March 14-19 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students 
Annual Information from Secretary: Ruth Wilmott, P.O. Box 4085, 
Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (817) 590-9379. 

April 8, 9 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Ohio Bible Students 
Ecclesia Pre-Memorial. Details later. Secretary, Rachel K. 
Alexander, P.O. Box 24271, Columbus, Ohio 43224. Phone: (614) 
939-9763. E-mail: RKAlex  @ aol.com  

April 15, 16 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial Convention. Pilot School (location 
pending), Garden of Eden Rd., Wilmington, DE. Five speakers, 
immersion service (please notify Secretary in advance if possible). 
Information from Secretary: Lois Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., 
New Castle, DE 19720. Phone: (302) 328-7673. 

May 27, 28 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St. 
Louis. Holiday Inn South, 1-55 & Butler Hill Rd., St. Louis, MO 
63129. Eight speakers. Symposium: "Pastor Russell's Dates for the 
Rise and Fall of Babylon." For information: Convention chairman 
Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek Dr., St. Louis, MO 63129. Phone: 
(314) 846-6860. E-mail: pkrobinson@aol.com  

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to 
the High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares 
in the Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11); 7) That the Times of Restitution 
began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Late Breaking News 
Grays Escape Flood Overflowing Others Nearby 

Hurricane Floyd dumped heavy rain, flooding the town of Bound 
Brook, New Jersey, only two miles from the home of Br. Jonathan and 
Sr. Becky Gray. Many people in the town lost everything and were 
on top of cars and other objects trying to escape the water. 
Miraculously the Grays were not affected—only experiencing some 
water in their basement that they were able to pump out. 

Injured Brother Declared Beyond Help Rallies 

A new brother from Ghana was on his way home from the airport after 
dropping off some visiting American brethren (Ghana, page 18) 
when he was injured in a serious car accident. Unable to move from 
the waist down, the prognosis was not good. Now news comes from 
the brethren in Ghana that he is on the road to recovery. The doctors 
did not offer much hope of quick response to treatment, but he is now 
able to sit up, with help, and the veins which were damaged have 
started functioning, though very slowly. 

Sr. Helen Turner Finishes Earthly Course 

Sr. Helen Turner, 74 years old of Miami, Florida, died September 
16 after two hip surgeries. She had been consecrated since 1971. 

Br. Dan Wesol writes: "Sr. Helen was a wonderful example to me 
and my natural brothers as we grew up in Miami and attended the 
meetings with our parents. She had a big heart and was always  

enthusiastic about the Truth. Sr. Helen often traveled to conventions 
in Florida with Sr. Rose Slivinsky. Her brethren in Florida loved her 
very much and will greatly miss her, along with those whose hearts 
she touched." 

Sr. Helen leaves a daughter, Cathy Turner, (5244 NE 6th Avenue, 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334) who very much appreciates the Truth her 
mother shared with her. 

200 at Truth Follow-up Delights Indian Brother 

Br. Varma reports that the Proddatur follow-up meeting was a 
wonderful success. (See India, page 9.) A local independent pastor 
who was very impressed with the Truth message in an earlier public 
meeting made arrangements for the full-day study meeting. There 
were just a handful of people present at the announced starting time 
of 10 a.m., but many came late, and by 11 a.m. the hall was filled with 
200 public. 

Brethren's Visits Bring Distant Siberia Closer 

First report from Siberia: Br. Ken Rawson and Br. Jerry Leslie 
accompanied by their translator, Sr. Zoriana Dowhan from Ukraine, 
arrived safely in Irkutsk. Two sisters joined them for the train ride to 
Tulun, and a meeting with visitors from Kwitoc and Tomsk. This 
followed successful public showings of For This Cause in Edinet 
and Ruseni, Moldova. The journey from Moldova to Irkutsk crossed 
six time zones. 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Committee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 1999 	E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 

...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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