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Comfort Message Follows Littleton Tragedy 

The following is a compilation of reports 
from several brethren in Colorado who 
were "instant in season"—sharing the 
comfort of the Truth in the numbing tragedy 
of Tuesday, April 20. Using guns and bombs, 
two students at a local Denver area high 
school killed twelve of their fellow students 
and a teacher and then took their own lives. 
The community—and the nation—were left 
with the question, Why did God allow this? 
The Colorado Bible Students provided a 
witness to thousands, while giving the 
scriptural answer to this difficult question. 
Ed. 

At Thursday night class after the shoot-
ing, "we decided to run an ad in the paper as 
soon as we could. We called Br. Carl 
Hagensick in Chicago and asked him if he 
could put something together for us on very 
short notice." It was in their E-mail when 
they arrived home! It was delivered to the 
Rocky Mountain News the next morning to 
squeeze it in for Tuesday's paper (when most 
of the funerals were to be held). Another 
brother in New Jersey put a different ad 
together offering And God Cried and E-
mailed it. It was run in the Denver Post (and 
later in a Delaware paper by another ecclesia). 

The New Albany brethren also sent copies of 
a few good ads that were used for the Swissair 
111 disaster. 

A group of twenty-three ministers from 
fifteen local churches together ran a full- 

page ad in the local paper entitled, "Why?" 
Br. Dale Crosby observed: "They eloquently 
asked the questions, but they did not answer 
them. It is for this reason that we ran ads in the 
papers to answer the questions of those truly 
asking, not just asking rhetorically." As Tim 

Hack later testified in Chicago at the Memo-
rial Day Convention, "People were asking 
why, but their churches don't know the an-
swers." 

The next day Srs. Ruth Powell and 

Gay lene Homolka decided to go to Clements 
Park which adjoined the school and served 
as an impromptu memorial site where mourn-
ers could gather. Tons of flowers, signs, 
banners, teddy bears, crosses and candles 
adorned the landscape. Sr. Ruth had prayed, 
"God, please may I be an instrument of your 
love, peace and comfort and help to even one 
person today. I want others to find your love 
and your plan for mankind. Use me to help 
others..." The sisters easily put out about 200 

See Littleton page 5 

Greetings in the Lord 

The Harvest work continues to go on and we 
rejoice to give you evidence of the fact in 
these columns. The zeal of the brethren is a 
burning light in the darkness of the world 
and some are responding to it. 

Imagine if we can, the task of giving hope 
to such a throng in Colorado, yet our breth-
ren placed messages of hope in nearly 5,000 
hands in a short space assisted by some of the 
public themselves. 

Another evidence of the light circling the 
globe is the response to the website mes-
sages that many are finding in Spain, and a 
growing number of countries in South 
America. 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"1 sought the Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears." Psalms 34:4 

■ Sr. Kathi Robinson (6860 Bear Creek Drive, St. Louis, MO 
63129) of the St. Louis (MO) Ecclesia, will be having major surgery 
July 2. Her recovery time is estimated to be six weeks. Her husband, 
Br. Perry, comments, "We are taking this as one of the 'all things' of 
Romans 8:28. Your prayers and expressions of concern are 
appreciated." 

■Br. Ted Bachorski (13223 Palmwood Drive, Sun City West, AZ 
85375 or bachorski@ juno.com ) of the Phoenix Ecclesia underwent 
surgery in April for colon cancer. Following surgery, serious 
complications developed and he was taken to the ICU. Br. Ted 
responded to treatment and went home several days later. But then 
he developed a chilling fever which was initially diagnosed as 
pneumonia, later determined to be an infection. And so he was 
returned to the hospital for surgery to determine the cause. After a 
week, he was released and began to recover slowly. 

Meanwhile, Sr. Esther, his wife, was experiencing shortness of 
breath and tightness. Tests indicated she had two 95-98% blockages 
in the main artery to her heart. This problem was cleared by scouring 
out the artery and inserting two stents. Although both are home now 
recovering slowly, at one point Br. Ted and Sr. Esther were both in 
different hospitals at the same time. Their daughter Sr. Gloria 
Zendler writes, "We must experience all things common to man to 
become sympathetic priests. We marvel at the Lord's overrulings. 
They both are waiting on the Lord for His leading and to show them 
what is yet to be done in their lives. Our times are in His hands." 

■Br. Randy Holmes (3432 De Leone Rd., San Marcos, CA 92069 
or jimrandy @ flash.net ) returned for spinal surgery April 29, having 
a titanium plate, screws and spacer placed in a bone fusion. 
Beginning June 1, he began an extensive four to six month 
rehabilitation program for both the thoracic spinal surgery of 
January and this recent one. "As you know," says Br. Randy, "one 
aspect of our lives is that it really is a privilege to try the best we can 
to show the Lord our willingness to drink of the cup of experiences 
He may permit." Br. Randy would like to thank all the brethren for 
their encouragement and says, "I'm reminded of our admonition that 
`in all things, may we give thanks.'" 

■Sr. Barbara Janczuk (49 Sheraton Crescent, Ferntree Gully, VIC 
3156, Australia) had a brain tumor—the size of a small orange—
removed on March 23. (Seven days later she was playing the organ 
at the Lord's Memorial service in the Polish class.) Sr. Barbara is now 
managing to cope exceptionally well with the scheduled twelve 
months of chemo therapy. An MRI in a few months will be able to 
reflect how effective the treatment is. Br. Richard, Sr. Barbara and 
their children Angela and Daniel appreciate the brethren's cards and 
E-mails (rj @mira.net ). "It really does help to know that you care," 
says Br. Richard, "and that we all are part of one Body of Christ. We 
commit ourselves to the will of our Loving Heavenly Father. We are 
comforted in the knowledge that He knows what is best for us." 

■ Sr. Sophie Ryba (10050 Patton, Detroit, MI 48228) was in the 
hospital for rehabilitation after painful back surgery on May 5. Her 
daughter Sr. Carolyn Ryba recounts how meaningful the cards from 
the brethren have been to her during this time of struggling to recover 
and learn to do daily activities again. Not only are greetings from the 
brethren counted as encouragement from the Lord to Sr. Sophie—
but they are a witness to the hospital staff. Sr. Carolyn quoted this 
text exemplifying her mother, "In quietness and confidence shall be 
thy strength." 

■Sr. Paula Ashley (424 Foursome Ave., Akron, OH 44313), of the 
Akron (OH) Ecclesia was diagnosed with breast cancer early in May. 
But on May 12, seventeen lymph nodes were surgically removed—
also with a lumpectomy—and diagnosed as clear. However, because 
of a few invasive microscopic cells, Sr. Paula will have to undergo 
some chemotherapy and radiation. The extent of these treatments 
will be determined in about a month. When the nurse said she was 
"lucky," the family replied, "blessed." Br. John thanks the brethren 
who sent E-mail messages and cards and says, "We love all you dear 
brethren and thank you for your prayers on our behalf and on behalf 
of our children." 

■Br. Edward Wincz (3426 Roxbury Dr., Holiday, FL 34691) of the 
Clearwater (FL) Bible Students Ecclesia was hospitalized May 13 
because of difficulty breathing. He was diagnosed as having 
blockages in the neck arteries-100 percent on one side and 90 
percent on the other. His wife, Sr. Natalie, and his son, Br. David, 
thank the brethren for their prayers and concern. 

Word of Br. Edward's death was received at press time. 

■Br. Douglas Melville (482 W. San Ysidro Blvd. #865, San Ysidro, 
CA 92173-2410) is bereaved by the sudden death of his beloved wife 
Sr. Mary on April 4 at their home in Baja, Mexico. The brethren of 
the San Diego (CA) Ecclesia where he attends are a great comfort to 
him in his bereavement. 

Many brethren have blessed memories of Sr. Mary's zeal for the 
Truth and the Harvest work, which have been a blessing to Br. Doug. 
For example, Sr. Shannah Dutka warmly recalls the times she and Sr. 
Mary rented space at a flea market on Saturdays. They would sell 
approximately ten Volumes per week. They also studied together 
and Sr. Shannah appreciated Sr. Mary's insight into the Scriptures. 
Br. Eleos Mundell remembers the privilege of working with her at 
the Dawn in the 1960s. "She was an inspiration to me and others by 
her example of earnest conviction to the principles that she believed 
in." 

Br. Doug is grateful for love and prayers expressed by the brethren 
in his behalf, and for all the evidences of this love given in E-mails, 
letters and phone calls. See Deaths. 

■Sr. Irene Green (700 Roys Ave., Columbus, OH 43204) has been 
incapacitated physically for several months with compression 
fractures of the spine. With the help of physical therapy she is 
beginning to be more mobile although she is still in considerable 
pain. Her daughter Sr. Beverly Cole writes "...Mother' s condition 
has been a hard experience for me physically due to being involved 
in an automobile accident four years ago. I don't know what I would 
do if it weren't for my brethren. The sisters in the Columbus area have 
sacrificed their time to come help us. Family has also sacrificed time. 
Br. Bob and Sr. Betty Sims from Orlando, Florida were here to help 
us. They all are great burden lifters. Another blessing was finding a 
doctor for Mother who would make house calls. Mother is 90 years 
old. She is in much pain and is on morphine. We want to thank all 
the brethren for their cards, flowers and phone calls. Keep us both in 
your prayers." 

■ Daughters of Sr. Pauline Deines: Srs. Isabel Gabelhouse, 
LaVonne Ehrlich and Eldina Kinion (404 E. Thunderbird Dr., Ft. 
Collins, CO 80525) write: "Greetings in the Lord, Heb. 4:16: 'Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of Grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.' Great is thy 

See Afflicted page 14 
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Entered Into Rest 
"I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gayest me to do." John 17:4 

■ Sr. Ann Elizabeth Wittbrodt, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia, 
died on May 17 of cancer at the age of 41. She received the truth from 
her brother, David Wittbrodt (25019 Power Road, Farmington Hills, 
MI 48336), whose initial contact with the truth was a "For This 
Cause" showing at Kimball High School in Royal Oak, Michigan. 
Sr. Ann was immersed in 1981. 

Coming from a Catholic family, 
she and Br. David received opposi-
tion to the Truth from the very 
start—with their parents arranging 
a special private meeting with the 
priest before they officially left the 
church. Eventually their parents 
left the church as well, becoming 
charismatic Protestants. Sr. Ann 
suffered opposition to her convic-
tions throughout her consecrated 
walk from her family 

When her physical affliction of 
cancer began to spread, she deemed 
it expedient to go to stay with her mother in South Carolina who 
tirelessly cared for her until the day of her death. The Lord very 
graciously arranged a friend in the Truth, Iona Yanatola (Steigmeier), 
who lived 15 minutes away from the mother's house. Iona was a great 
strength to her during those last months. The religious differences 
came to a head eventually, however, with her mother refusing her all 
contact with the brethren in her final days. She closely monitored all 
contact with her brother David and sister-in-law Sr. Giselle. Br. 
David was denied permission to return to see his sister two days 
before her death. 

Her closing days were truly a "Gethsemane experience." Because 
of her mother's charismatic beliefs, attempts at divine healing were 
made against her expressed wishes. However, Sr. Ann remained 
steadfast to the end—her only desire being that the Lord's will be 
done. Up until her very hour of death, attempts also were made to 
have her change her convictions on truth doctrines—such as the 
"Trinity." Her quiet steadfastness will be sorely missed by all who 
knew gentle Sr. Ann. 

Her remains were cremated and buried in South Carolina. Her 
mother—refusing to honor her wishes for a Bible Student funeral—
had a funeral service conducted by her church in South Carolina. 
However, a Memorial service, conducted by Br. Ric Cunningham, 
was held for her in Michigan, which was attended by about 90 
brethren, family and friends. The service was well received by the 
family who attended, with "Hope" and "Comfort and Consolation" 
booklets being taken. 

■ Sr. Mary Melville suddenly finished her course having suffered 
a cardiac arrest resulting from an asthmatic attack on April 4 at her 
home in Baja, Mexico. She would have been 57 years of age on April 
19. 

At the age of 12, she was overwhelmed in grief by the death of her 
beloved mother. When her father remarried, Sr. Mary was comforted 
by her step-grandmother who gave her the resurrection hope from the 
Scriptures. Throughout high school, along with her secular studies, 
she pursued a systematic study of the Bible and the Volumes 
resulting in her consecration to the Lord. In the 1960s she served as 
a secretary at the Dawn. 

She married Br. Doug in 1966 in Detroit, Michigan where they 
lived for 32 years. During that time they were both active in 
witnessing and personal study. Many brethren came to the Lord  

through the witness and follow-up studies that Sr. Mary and Br. 
Doug, along with others, engaged in during those years. 

She is survived by her husband Br. Doug (482 W. San Ysidro 
Blvd. #865, San Ysidro, CA 92173-2410), her stepmother Elsie 
Presnall, two sisters and three brothers; three consecrated aunts: Srs. 
Irma Gartley, Helen Johnson and Mildred Raffel. 

Br. David Rice of the San Diego (CA) Ecclesia gave a message of 
comfort at her funeral service April 6 in Baja, Mexico attended by 
her family and many brethren. See Afflicted. 

■ Sr. Anna C. Pliska, a lifelong resident of South Bend, Indiana, 
finished her earthly course January 7 at the age of 92. Her daughter 
Sr. Marilyn cared for her until 24-hour care was necessary, when she 
entered a nursing home. She and her husband of 50 years, the late 
John Pliska, came in contact with the truth as young adults. They 
learned of God's Plan of the Ages that gladdened their hearts, and 
they attended the Polish class in South Bend. A daughter, Sr. Marilyn 
Pliska, and a sister, Sr. Clara Witzak, survive her—both members of 
the South Bend Ecclesia. Another daughter, Marcia Rosselit, and 
brother, John Antowick, also survive. According to her wishes, a 
witness was given to her family and friends gathered for the funeral 
service given by Br. Gene Burns. 

■ Sr. Pauline Deines of Ft. Collins, Colorado entered peacefully 
into rest on April 7 following a stroke suffered shortly before 
Memorial. Born in Russell, Kansas in 1899, she would have been 
100 years old on September 7 of 
this year. 

Raised in the Lutheran church, 
Sr. Pauline learned of the Truth 
from her husband-to-be who re-
ceived it from his father. She conse-
crated in 1919. After leaving the 
Society, she was out of contact with 
the brethren until she attended her 
first Bloomington convention. 
There she learned about the "Frank 
and Ernest" radio program and the 
Pilgrim service. On her return to 
Colorado, she became active in the 
Harvest witness, and when pilgrims 
came she always invited her family and friends to the meetings. 
Later, Sr. Pauline was a member of the committee in charge of 
planning and arranging for the first Colorado Bible Students con-
vention in 1970 held in Ft. Collins. A special memory of that 
convention was the arrival of the chartered bus bringing brethren 
from Chicago which brought tears of joy to her eyes. 

She is survived by a son Maurice, four daughters: Viola Doss, Srs. 
Eldina Kinion (404 E. Thunderbird Dr., Ft. Collins, CO 80525), 
Isabel Gablehouse and LaVonne Ehrlich; eleven grandchildren, 
twenty great-grandchildren and four great-great-grandchildren. 

At Sr. Pauline' s request, Br. George Wilmott of Ft. Worth, Texas 
conducted her funeral service. See Afflicted. 

■ Br. Stephen Suraci peacefully entered into rest at his home on 
April 10 after a long ordeal with cancer. He is survived by his dear 
wife Sr. Jackie (19 River Rd., East Haven, CT 06512), a son David, 
a daughter Linda Daniels, and two grandchildren. Br. Stephen was 
baptized August 31, 1941, at the age of thirteen at the New York 
Labor Day Convention. A beloved elder, he served in the New Haven 

See Deaths next page 
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class for many years and his presence will be sorely missed. Br. Steve 
will be long remembered for his joyful outlook and radiance—even 
in his own affliction. He always encouraged the brethren to label 
their experiences as "good" and to wear the precious promises 
around their necks. "Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
sight." Matthew 11:26 

■ Sr. Amy Lloyd, 97 years old, of the Orlando (FL) Ecclesia finished 
her course April 11. Born in Canada, she had given her life to the Lord 
at the age of 12. She spent most of her life in Florida, first in 
Jacksonville and for the last 30 years or so in Orlando. She had been 
in a nursing home for the last several years, and was visited 
frequently by the local brethren. She was served the recent Memorial 
by one of the elders. Sister Amy had no children but does have nieces 
and their families in the Oregon area. She had been failing for some 
time but always retained the peace of the Lord which was evident in 
her attitude and acceptance of her experiences. Sr. Helen Jeuck 
writes, "We rejoice for Sister Amy—and she left all of us who knew 
her an example of steadfastness and faithfulness to the end." 

■ Sr. Emma Griffey, age 91, a sister in the Fresno (CA) Ecclesia for 
over 50 years, died April 14. She is survived by a beloved son, 
Harold, two grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Br. Robert 
Wilson of the Fresno Bible Students officiated at her graveside 
services. 

■ Sr. Stephanie Drobney of Portland, Oregan quietly finished her 
consecrated walk on April 16 being 88 years of age. She was born 

in Czechoslovakia in 1910. She 
formerly resided in Chicago before 
moving to the Bible Students 
Retirement Center. In recent years 
she was cared for in a foster home. 
Her husband, Emil, preceded her in 
death in 1980. She had no close 
family, but one of her dearest 
companions—considered as close 
as a daughter—was Sr. Renata 
Wagoner, whom she nurtured upon 
her emigration from Poland years 
ago. Her affairs were faithfully 

Sr. Stephanie Drobney 	
overseen by Br. Jerry and Sr. 
Sharon Leslie. She will ever be 

remembered for her gentle caring manner and generous love 
bestowed upon the household of faith. 

■ Sr. Edna Lenfest of Maine, passed to her reward early in May, at 
age 92. Her rich history includes seeing Br. Russell when she was 
about ten years old and meeting for many years with a small class near 
Boston, Massachusetts. In the 1950s, the Boston brethren would 
come down to Jersey City and sponsor a convention every year, 
which eventually became the Jersey City conventions of today. 

On her journey to the Holy Land in 1970, Br. Carl Hagensick 
remembers she was nicknamed, "Sr. Energy." In the 1970s, years 
after her retirement as a school teacher, she settled in the southwest-
ern Maine town of Acton. Sr. Edna, never one to stay inactive 
because of lack of brethren, began witnessing. A former pupil of hers 
became a consecrated Christian, and along with the postmistress 
from North Shapleigh and her husband, a small class was formed. 
Twice a year they would drive down to Clinton, CT, where a small 
house convention was held at the home of Sr. Elsie Hurd with as many 
as thirty brethren. Br. Rolando Rodriguez, who saw her a week before 
she died, remembers what she said to him when he said goodbye, 
"No, never goodbye, just... 'God be with you till we meet again. —  

■ Sr. Saroja Daniel, who had been 
in intensive care with a second 
stroke, at 65 years of age finished 
her course on May 11 in 
Coimbatore, India. Originally of 
the ecclesia in Bangalore, in recent 
years she moved with her beloved 
husband to Coimbatore. He writes, 
"We entered in wedlock in 1952, 
and in 1958 we dedicated together 
to do the service in the vineyard of 
our Master. In all my work for the 
Kingdom service and pilgrim 
work, she was a pillar and source of 
strength to me. I lost my gem." (D. 
Daniel, 4/7 Thamarai Nagar, Kavandampalayam, Coimbatore, India 
641 030 or weblink@md3.vsnl.net.in  Re: 442536)." Sr. Daniel was 
loved by all—young and old. She proved to be an example and a 
mother and sister to all. 

■ Br. Fred Williams, Sr., of Eldorado Hills, California died April 
24. Over the last three decades he attended classes in San Francisco, 
Palo Alto and Sacramento. He came in contact with the truth through 
Br. Ed Lorenz at a CO camp during WWII. He loved the message of 
the Kingdom and felt very at home in discussions of prophecy. Br. 
Fred and Sr. Genny—who died last December 8—are survived by 
four children: Br. Fred Jr. (1059 Madison Ave, Redwood City CA 
94061), Linda, Wendy and David; ten grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. 

■ Sr. Rose Owen of Chatham, Ontario finished her course on 
October 7, 1998. She was the sister of Sr. Louise Croucher whom she 
faithfully attended during her long illness. Sr. Elizabeth 
Milosavljevic writes of her: "Since Sr. Rose had lost her sight, I 
would read the Newsletter to her, plus I also wrote letters to the 
friends for her and we had a lot of nice visits together. I do miss her. 
We all hope the Kingdom comes soon." 

■ Sr. Ethel Engel, 84, of the Withee (WI) Ecclesia, entered into rest 
April 30. Sr. Ethel died suddenly at her home. Br. Tom Gilbert of 
Middleton, WI conducted the service on Saturday May 15 for a final 
witness to friends and relatives in Owen, WI. 

Sr. Ethel is survived by her husband William, three children: Br. 
Roger (W6325 Oak Rd., Withee, WI 54498), Charlotte Photenhauer, 
and Sr. Carol Jensen (1568 Charles, Green Bay, WI 54302); four 
grandchildren; two sisters: Thelma 0' Mari and Beryl Flaatten; one 
brother: Robert Funk. 

Sr. Ethel will be remembered for her deep faith in God and his 
Divine Plan for all mankind, and for her faithfulness to the Truth. 

Br. Roger and Sr. Judy Engel write on behalf of the family, "We 
wish to thank all the Brethren for their sympathy, cards and words 
of comfort and especially for the prayers." 

■ Sr. Rose Helix finished her earthly course on May 6 at age 85 after 
suffering several strokes. Sr. Rose was widowed for 29 years. She was 
consecrated for over 30 years and attended the Chicago Bible 
Students Ecclesia. She loved to study the Tabernacle and 
constructed a model with all the characters. She would show it to her 
family which was very large. Having no children of her own, she 
volunteered one day a week reading to children in a grammar school 
library, telling them of the Tabernacle structure. She was known as 
"Aunt Rose." She is survived by some 90 nieces and nephews 
spanning three generations. 

Br. Erwin Kalinski officiated at her service which was attended 
by 75 relatives, friends and brethren. ❑ 



Some of the 80,000 mourners who attended the memorial service 

5 

New Brethren in Christ 
"...Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." 1 Timothy 4:12 

Immersions 1999 

At Wilmington, DE, March 28. 
Br. Donald and Sr. Sharon Powell, heard the Truth from 
Sr. June McNatt, Sr. Sharon's sister. 

Sr. Lois Armstrong writes: "Br. Donald saw the Chart of 
the Ages hanging on the wall in Sr. June's home and 
started asking questions about it. He thought it was very 
interesting and Sr. June invited him to attend the meetings, 
which he did shortly after that conversation, and within a 
few months, Sr. Sharon and their daughter Ashlee were 
coming to the meetings with him. Ashlee attended the East 
Coast Bible Students Youth Camp last year and is looking 
forward to this year's camp." Br. Donald and Sr. Sharon Powell 

Littleton From page 1 

"Comfort and Consolation" booklets and 
then called the Mosses who went to the park 
after work and passed out more booklets 
until dark. Then Sr. Ruth returned alone the 
next morning bringing the total up to about 
600 distributed. "At the memorial site," she 
writes, "it was like all were stunned and 
needed comfort, answers, and each other. 
People were nicer, kinder, more friendly and 
receptive to reach-
ing out to others, to 
God, to hope. This 
was good training 
for 'blessing all the 
families of the 
earth.'" 

While at the site 
Sr. Debbie saw a 
sign telling of a 
memorial service to 
be held Sunday. So 
Br. Jim and Sr. 
Debbie called Chi-
cago Saturday morn-
ing to see if they 
could air ship more 
booklets the same day—counter to counter—
for Sunday's service. Br. George Tabac ar-
ranged for four of the five boxes of "Comfort 
and Consolation" booklets just printed to be 
shipped that day. One brother confessed 
panic in wondering if the 3,200 booklets 
could be passed out by so few brethren. 

On Sunday, only 30,000 were expected 
to come to the memorial service, but be-
tween 70-80,000 showed up. By this time, 
there were fifteen crosses on the top of the 
hill overlooking the closed-up high school. 
In less than one hour before the service 
started, three brethren from Fort Collins, one 
from Longmont and six from the Denver 
ecclesia had the blessed privilege of hand-
ing out all the booklets! Sr. Linda Veach also  

passed out about 300 Hope booklets and a 
handful of tracts that contained personal, 
handwritten messages—along with a whole 
shopping bag full of pocket pack Kleenex. 
"I have not had the privilege of participating 
in a Truth activity like this before," writes Sr. 
Linda, "and it certainly has inspired me to 
become more directly involved in this kind 
of work for the Lord. Another very important 
part of this for me was sharing this experi- 

ence with my dear brethren, those of like 
precious faith. What a privilege we had in 
doing this together." 

Sr. Linda Parsons recalls, "We decided to 
pair up. Most of us had never done anything 
like this before. Pairing up gave us more 
confidence and strength. We spread out all 
along the pathways that the people were 
taking to get to the memorial area. They were 
taking booklets so fast that I just held my left 
arm out to the crowd and kept refilling my 
hand so that those who wanted them could 
just take them. These people were so hungry 
for comfort. What a faith-strengthening ex-
perience! People were actually standing 
behind me waiting for me to give them a 
booklet. Br. Jim Moss had four young people  

from the crowd helping him hand them out. 
We ran out of booklets within an hour. As the 
Memorial began, I stood there in the crowd 
of seventy thousand. The sky filled with 
blue and white balloons (the school colors); 
I caught a glimpse of God's Kingdom—all 
the people being heavy in heart eagerly 
waiting for God's instructions. What a sight! 
I encourage all who have the opportunity, no 
matter how small your class, to share with the 

world of mankind 
the hope and com-
fort only the Truth 
can give." 

"Frequently in a 
large crowd," muses 
Br. Dale Crosby, 
"there is a feeling of 
caution—the desire 
to be anonymous. At 
this memorial ser-
vice there was not 
that feeling. It was 
much more a feeling 
ofa large family gath-
ered to mourn a 
loss." 

On Tuesday, the day of the greatest num-
ber of funerals, and the moment of silence at 
11:21 a.m., more booklets and about 500 
Psalm 30:5 and Isaiah 11:6 tracts were dis-
tributed. "The whole experience was very 
sobering to us," reflect Br. Jim and Sr. Debbie, 
"but is exactly what we expect to be happen-
ing and the more so as the day approaches for 
the full collapse of the present evil world. 
What a blessed hope—that God's Kingdom 
is being set up to replace the mess man has 
made. At the same time we see the good of 
man manifested and realize God's love will 
be able to reach them in due time and that 
their hearts will be ready for it." 

As of June 20th, 300-400 responses were 
received from grateful readers. ❑ 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto thy name, 0 most High." Psalms 92:1 

Testimonies at Connellsville (PA), October 24 and 25: 

A Grocery Bag Full of First Volumes 
Br. David Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia: 
"Prayer is very wonderful, and I would like to ask your prayers on 
a recent experience that has developed in eastern Pennsylvania. 
About two years ago, we were put in contact with two couples who 
were interested in the Truth. There have been many occasions when 
Cathy and I have gone up there and shared the Truth with them. One 
in particular of the four was really on fire for the Lord. We have not 
been able to go there as much as we would like, but it seems like the 
Lord is stirring up things some more. 

"About two months ago, I received a letter from the Newsletter 
giving me the name of an individual, David Hall, who had obtained 
the First Volume and written a letter of interest in receiving contact 
from the Bible Students. We got in contact with him by telephone. 
He is 56 years old and just retired because of a medical problem. He 
spent most of the 1960s and 1970s with the Worldwide Church of 
God. He studied with the Jehovah's Witnesses for about 20 years, 
appreciated the truth he received from them, but he could never quite 
swallow everything they said. When I finally contacted him on the 
telephone, he had just finished reading the First Volume. He said, 
`David, I just love every word of this! This is the most exciting thing 
I have ever read. It puts so many things together for me.' And he 
continued very excited and on fire about what he read. We visited 
him a few Sundays ago, talking with him, his wife and a few other 
people who were there as well—some ex-Witnesses, some from the 
Church of God, and even a person who stopped by briefly who is an 
active member of the Witnesses. In fact, this particular person we met 
was responsible for bringing in about 200 people to the Witnesses 
from our area. We had a nice study with them, question-meeting 
style. 

"I spoke to him last week. He was anticipating the seven-in-one 
book from Fort Worth. He told me about the four to six families that 
he had been talking with and who were willing to meet together. 
When he knew I was going to the convention this weekend, he asked 
me to pick up a lot of First Volumes—a grocery bag full of them! He 
said, 'We have to get these people established with the fundamentals 
of Truth!' It is really exciting to hear the enthusiasm of this gentle-
man. He has been preaching a form of the Gospel in his area for 20 
years, and now he is enthused having the Truth, knowing the ransom 
for all. He is rejoicing in that." 

Privileges Continue 
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia: 
"As many of you know, the Russian First Volumes have been 
circulated throughout the former Soviet Republics for a few years 
now—about 2,000 to 4,000 of them. We get some enthusiastic 
responses from time to time. We received a letter from a gentleman 
in St. Petersburg, Russia, who had seen the Russian First Volume in 
the St. Petersburg library. That was a thrill to us, and we wonder who 
put it there. He wants all the literature available in Russian. 

"A matter for prayer request would be along the lines of comfort 
to the Jewish people. We feel we have pretty well established 
ourselves with the Orthodox groups, and now we want to step into 
a second grouping known as Traditionalists. Fifty-five percent of the 
Israeli Jews are Traditionalists—those who believe their Bible and 
believe the Lord is directing the affairs of Israel. They do not feel the 
need to keep the 613 laws of the Torah and Talmud that the Orthodox 
Jews keep. We have not been able to reach out to this group, and we 
are looking for ways to approach them." 

Cries of the Reapers and Seeds of Anti-Semitism in Nebraska 
Sr. Harriet Tsimonis, Waterbury (CT) Ecclesia: 
"We were able to go to Nebraska so the Lord overruled that we could 
come to this convention on our way back. One thing we noticed 
when we were there was the extreme discouragement of the farmers. 
There was an article in the paper that said of the 55,000 farmers in 
Nebraska, they expect 11,000 to go under this year. I think we can 
watch the prophecies because the chapter, 'Cries of the Reapers' 
comes to mind—one of my favorite chapters. It is good to be aware 
of the situation that is going on and how some of the things 
mentioned in the Fourth Volume and Reprints are certainly coming 
to light more and more right now. It is something we should all watch 
because we do not know what it will result in. 

"Another interesting thing we noted while we were there was how 
seeds have been planted for anti-semitism. The commodity ex-
change is being blamed for the low prices and conditions. Several 
mentioned, 'Well, it's the Jews who control the commodity ex-
change.' So, again, it is something to watch. Somebody is planting 
the seeds, and we do not know if it will develop. But I think we do 
see anti-semitism growing in this country. Of course, we tried to 
counter it whenever we heard it, but we know the Lord is in charge 
and we are thankful for that." 

Living a Year with Our Brethren in Moldova 
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick, Chicago (IL) Ecclesia: 
"This has been a very full year. My experience in Moldova was 
fabulous. I do not have words to express my love for the brethren 
there. It is also good to be back with my brethren here, too. One of 
the memories I wanted to bring back from Moldova was the open 
sincerity of the brethren there. In some ways, they are very child-like. 
Their testimonies are from the heart and frequently tearful as they ask 
forgiveness for the things they have done. And some of the terrible 
sins they have committed are things no American would ever 
consider a sin—like going to a foreign country for three months to 
earn enough money to support their family for a year. I would not 
consider it a terrible sin, but they could not go to meetings and were 
separated from the brethren. They cried because of the longing to be 
with the brethren. 

"Some of them used to have meetings before they had freedom 
to meet. They would start the meeting at around 10:00 at night. First, 
they would prepare the room for the meeting, putting up thick plastic 
on the windows. Someone else would find all the towels, sheets and 
quilts to cover the windows so the neighbors would not hear them 
singing hymns and turn them in to be sent to prison. One by one, the 
brethren would sneak through the woods, between the woods and 
homes, knock quietly and come in. Someone would stand guard 
looking for the police. Eventually the meeting would begin. They 
did not have the Volumes, Reprints or all the helps. But some had 
Bibles, hymn books, the Manna, and some of the precious Volumes. 
Together they would meet and discuss the Truth, trying to under- 
stand with the limited information they had. And as the sky would 
become lighter, they knew they had to break up the meeting, and 
they would sneak back through the fields to go home so they could 
be at work in the morning. They studied all night. Some brought their 
children and they slept through the night. One said that it was 
amazing they were never tired while they studied—even though it 
was all night long. Some were so happy for the chance to meet 
together. It is a lot different in our free country. I also appreciated the 
brethren's traditions which are somewhat different, but in some ways 
I found them very endearing. They do not stand for the last verse of 
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We are pleased to give you Br. Kenneth Rawson's report on his 
recent trip to Moldova and Romania. 

In March, I had the opportunity of serving both spiritual and 
natural Israel in the small republic of Moldova. Moldova became a 
part of the Soviet Union when Stalin cut off a portion of Eastern 
Romania and incorporated it. With the breakup of the Soviet Union, 
Moldova became an independent state. The official language is 
Romanian; however, a large number also speak Russian. Three 
weeks before the planned departure, I sent a fax to Prof. Branover in 
Israel. He is very active with Russian Jewry. I asked him for the name 
and address of a Jewish leader in Moldova that I could contact. The 
next day he sent a fax with the name, address, phone number and fax 
number of the Chief Rabbi in Moldova. He stated that he had already 
talked to him and he was eagerly awaiting our meeting. 

We met with Chief Rabbi Zalman the first day I arrived in 
Kishinev, the capitol of Moldova. He did not speak Romanian but 
only Hebrew, Yiddish and Russian. I was accompanied by Sr. Betty 
Precup, young Br. Slavic and his father Br. Iachim. Sr. Betty 
translated from English into Romanian and Brs. Iachim and Slavic 
from Romanian into Russian. Rabbi Zalman said that he was sent to 
Moldova ten years ago to teach the Jewish people Judaism and then 
push them into Israel. My response was—I would help him push. He 
was excited about having Israel: Appointment with Destiny pro-
duced in the Russian language for distribution in Moldova. He 
insisted that we extend our stay in the capitol an extra day so that 
I could speak to the students at the Hebrew high school. He also 
arranged for a meeting with the editor of the Jewish newspaper and 
made the contact with the company that would manufacture the 
Russian videos from the master I brought with me. 

The interview with the Russian editor went very well and an 
article about the Bible Students' work on behalf of the Jewish people 
has since appeared in the Jewish newspaper. The next day we got a 
phone call from a very excited Chief Rabbi. He said we had to come 
to the office that afternoon. When we arrived, he had just finished 
a meeting with the superintendents of the Jewish religious schools 
in Israel and throughout the former Soviet Republics. They had seen 
the Russian video of Israel: Appointment with Destiny on his desk. 
They wanted copies for use in all their religious schools in Israel and 
throughout the former Soviet Union. They also stated they will try 
to get the videos into the secular schools. Of course, we were excited ! 
The Lord had blessed our efforts far, far beyond our greatest expec-
tations. I never dreamed that Israel: Appointment with Destiny 
would be shown in schools throughout Israel and the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS). 

Rabbi Zalman also had a man from the video company at his 
office, and we ordered 1,000 copies. They are now being distributed 
to the Jewish community in Moldova. The meeting with the High 
School students provided a unique opportunity to encourage these 
young people to consider immigration to Israel as a viable option 
to fulfill the most meaningful Jewish lifestyle. 

We just received a thrilling e-mail from Br. Slavic—Israel: 
Appointment with Destiny has been shown on TV in Moldova. This 
action was initiated by the Jewish leaders in Moldova—another 
door opened by the Lord. 

Spiritual Israel 
While in southern Moldova, we enjoyed meetings with the brethren 
in that area. We then traveled north to Ruseni where the largest 
grouping of brethren are, and enjoyed the warm hospitality of the 
Viorel Neagu family Br. Jerry Leslie was there upgrading the two 
computers used by the brethren in Moldova who are translating the 
Volumes into Russian. Two of our Russian translators from Ukraine, 
Br. Lajbida and Sr. Zoriana, also traveled to Ruseni to learn the new 

computer program and to participate in our translators' meeting. 
Over three hours were spent discussing how to better coordinate the 
Russian translation work between the Russian translators in Ukraine 
and Moldova. Since then, Brs. Jerry Leslie and David Hrechuk have 
spent much time in refining and even creating computer programs 
to facilitate the Russian translation work. We are now in the process 
of purchasing two new computers. One is for translators in Moldova 
and the other is for translators in Ukraine. This will give us two 
computers in each country with the power and capacity to 
effectively accomplish the Russian translation work. We now have 
two full-time and two part-time translators in Ukraine and two full-
time translators, Brs. Vasile Neagu and Costel Gronic in Moldova. 

The Russian alphabet requires Cyrillic fonts of type. Br. David 
Hrechuk is knowledgeable of the problems involved in using 
Cyrillic font programs for computers. He is devoting considerable 
time to the desktop publishing of the Russian Volume One, as well 
as converting all the files containing the finished Russian transla-
tions of the other Volumes into a uniform Cyrillic format. 

Cluj, Romania 
As the brethren in the Ruseni area gathered for a final farewell our 
hearts flowed together in a sea of tears. We were off on a 13 hour ride 
to Cluj, Romania in a caravan of two cars and a van all filled with 
young people joyously anticipating a one-day youth seminar. 

Over one hundred attended the youth seminar. For the first time 
young people (17) came from Ukraine. Br. Jerry and I appreciated the 
interaction that showed love and concern for the Lord, the Truth and 
the brethren. One topic the young people chose was "How might we 
stumble the brethren?" They were concerned that some of their dress 
style or other actions might be offensive to the older brethren. I 
appreciated this loving concern. 

The following day, Sunday, was like a convention with so many 
staying over from the seminar. There were sessions all day. In the 
evening, the elders requested a meeting to discuss the progress of the 
translation and publication work. 

I recently received the following communication from Br. Cornel 
Brie of Cluj, Romania: 

"The brethren engaged in the work of translation of the Volumes 
and their preparation for printing are working intensely. We are 
praying for the Lord's guidance in this work." 

The brethren in Moldova and Romania have a great love for the 
Lord and the Truth. They are anxious to have all of the Volumes 
translated into their modern language as soon as possible. In 
Romania, we are already having a second printing of Volume One. 

Important Notice to U. S. Brethren 

The Moldovan brethren requested to have the following 
announcement made: Some public in Moldova received a tract and 
went to a Bible Student meeting. They obtained the names and 
addresses of brethren in the United States. They wrote to these 
brethren, claiming to be members of the Kishinev Bible Students, 
and asked for financial help. The reply to such requests should be—
"Contact the Bible Students Humanitarian Committee in 
Moldova." The Moldovan brethren will handle these requests to 
determine if they are indeed our brethren in the Truth. 

Most of the brethren in Moldova and many brethren in Romania 
are unemployed. I was informed by several elders that without the 
humanitarian aid from the brethren in the United States, some 
brethren would have had difficulty surviving. The Miami Valley 
Bible Students administer a humanitarian fund for the brethren of 
Moldova and Romania. 
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the hymn, they kneel. And they kneel all through the prayer, even 
the 80-year-old sister. Please keep the brethren in eastern Europe in 
your prayers. They are very dear and appreciate you very much." 

A Study on Christian Liberty 
Br. Perry Robinson, St. Louis (MO) Ecclesia: 
"I have appreciated the opportunities of fellowship at this 
convention with Br. Cunningham and Br. Rawson and others 
regarding the Truth. I especially appreciate the spirit of Christian 
liberty that these brethren have along the lines of prophetic things—
what may or may not occur in the future—and the sweet spirit of the 
brethren regarding differences of opinion on these matters. That is 
one thing in past years that I have been intolerant of—brethren 
expecting things to come that we believe have already been fulfilled 
in the past. That was an improper attitude. And about two years ago, 
we did a study on Christian liberty. If you ever do that, the references 
are astounding, at least to someone of a narrow viewpoint. And that 
study is the reason we are here. We would not be here if not for that 
study. So we appreciate the opportunity to study with brethren that 
we accept as brethren in the fullest sense of that term. I love you all." 

Peace after Dear Husband's Death 
Sr. Hazel Stratton, North Suburban Detroit (MI) Ecclesia: 
"I want to thank the Lord for the peace He has given me. My husband 
passed away January 16, and this is my first testimony since. He has 
given me so much peace. I never thought I could stay alone in my 
home, but if you ever think about this, it passes right away when the 
Lord gives you the peace. My dear husband loved the brethren, the 
Truth and coming to the conventions, especially since our grandson 
was killed in 1990. He passed away of bone cancer 15 days before 
our 57th anniversary. We have had a few trials since then, but the 
Lord is always there. I want to be submissive and faithful, and I pray 
for all of my dear brethren." 

Rainbow of the Lord's Promise in Hard Experiences 
Sr. Jane Miller, Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia: 
"I have to give my Heavenly Father all praise and honor for his work 
in my life. Some years ago I was a supermarket employee and had 
been for 26 years. I hurt my back on the job, and when my boss told 
me not to come back until I was 100 percent able to, I cried because 
I did not know how not to work. But it was one of the most important 
things that happened in my life. Up until that time, I always thought 
I was a pretty good person. To make a living, I had to take boarders 
into my home. I took boarders from the psychiatric ward at the local 
veterans' hospital. Through the experiences of dealing with these 
people in my home—who were using my bathroom and getting in 
my space—the Lord began to show me just how many things in me 
needed to be cleaned up. It has been the most wonderfully hard 
experience that I could imagine, but I really have been blessed by 
it. I have come to realize that these are beloved people of the Lord. 
Although they are not called out of the world to the heavenly calling, 
they have a real place in the plan of God, and I have come to love 
them, too. 

"Recently, I have been diagnosed with breast cancer. The expres-
sions from the brethren have been so vitally important to me and 
uplifting. Sr. Lois Armstrong in our ecclesia has been my angel. She 
got on the Internet and researched all the things I should be reading 
to make the decisions I need to make. The surgeon told me I had no 
more than two weeks to make all these decisions—and it was 
overwhelming! One of the boarders came into my house while I was 
cooking supper and told me there was a rainbow outside. We had not 
had rain in over a week, so I was surprised and went out to see it. There 
was a great big upside-down, smiley-face rainbow right over my 
house. I was reminded of the Lord's bow of promise. If I were not able  

to make all the right decisions, He would be able to overrule it. I went 
back into the house—and all the anxiety was gone! I have not been 
anxious since, and I know whatever decisions I make will be fine. 'If 
I live, I live unto the Lord, and if I die, I die unto the Lord.' Those 
passages in the Bible have had new meaning to me. And I have come 
to realize what it means to be part of the spiritual family. I called 
brethren who referred me to other brethren, and I realized that this 
is a common experience. If we are going to be sympathetic to the 
world, we have to be immersed in the human experience. I know the 
Lord will use these experiences to my welfare and they will make me 
a better ambassador for Christ. I am so appreciative of all the brethren 
who are suffering and why they are suffering. We are not suffering 
in the same sense as the world because we have the hope of Christ. 
As Br. Peter Kolliman used to say, 'You can't hurt a dead man.' If we 
are truly dead and have buried our will in Christ, all of these 
experiences are just to make us better in the Lord." 

A Mother Comforted by the Truth of God's Loving Plan 
Br. Dan Monette, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia: 
"I have the opportunity to work with mentally impaired children in 
our workplace. When I recently drove a young lady home, she 
wanted me to come in to pet her dog. In the meantime, I had a 
conversation with her mom who was taking a history class on the 
Dark Ages. That developed into a conversation along religious 
lines. We talked for about an hour and twenty minutes! I had an 
opportunity to tell her that we appreciate what the Lord has revealed 
to us in our studies of the past ten years—that there is a loving God 
with a loving plan for all mankind. I was specifically able to relate 
to her that her daughter Crystal would one day have her eyes opened, 
her mind perfected and she would see the love of God. Her eyes just 
glazed over with tears. I think of the grand opportunities we have 
now and of the grander opportunities of the future. We just cannot 
express how thankful we are, but we do want to appreciate it more 
and more each day." 

Testimonies at Wilmington, Delaware, March 27 and 28: 

Truth Reaching Parts of World through Modern Communication 
Br. George Wilmott, Fort Worth (TX) Ecclesia: 
"It is so interesting in these last years that the Truth is being spread 
to so many parts of the world. Last fall, it was our privilege to be in 
Argentina. A cousin to Sr. Cristina Filicky symbolized her 
consecration at that time. She and her husband are interested in 
translating the Truth into the Spanish language. In the Lord's 
providence, this may be possible because they may shortly have a 
computer to do this. We would also like to relate that recently we 
were put into contact with a Joel Hayford who is going to school in 
Arlington [TX]. We have been informed that his father, who is 90 
years old, living in Ghana, Africa, symbolized his consecration in 
Nigeria last year. Joel's son worked for a radio station in Ghana, and, 
Lord willing, this weekend, he is sending an E-mail to the station to 
see if time is available for the Truth to be broadcast there. It is very 
encouraging how the Truth is reaching people in various parts of the 
world because of the modern means of communication. It has been 
our privilege to come in contact with two brethren from Ghana who 
have consecrated, now living in Toronto, Canada. One heard the 
Truth over the television and told it to his friend. Now, both are 
consecrated and serving the Lord. 

"Again, referring to the brethren in Ukraine, Romania, Moldova 
and other places—it is encouraging they have a zeal and love for the 
Truth, and in spite of great difficulties, they will make every effort 
possible to come to the meetings. They often invite their neighbors 
to come who are being blessed as they hear the Truth. Let us continue 
to pray that the Chief Reaper will continue to bless the general 
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In Romania former political prisoners now 
have special privileges and free 
transportation. Br. loan Galis is using 
trains, subways and trolley cars for 
spreading the word of Truth to all 
passengers. He is working while it is called 
day. (John 9:4) His story follows. Ed. 

In the past, we brethren from Romania 
haven't had such rich experiences in wit-
nessing. However, we've learned much from 
the brethren who have visited us. We asked 
what procedures they use and we have tried 
to do the same. Through the grace and help 
of our Heavenly Father, the brethren from 
Romania this past winter—in addition to the 
acitivity amongst the brethren—have been 
able to do some witness work. The tracts 
which were sent us—with the little child, the 
lion, lamb and wolf—are almost gone. (We 
still have a few and if the Lord helps you, 
please make more!) Of the brochure, "The 
Establishment of the Kingdom," we still 
have some since we do not give them out as 
freely, but only to those who have expressed 
interest and are more familiar with the Bible. 

I wanted to do some witness work in areas 
of the country where there are few brethren 
or none at all and where the Truth is not 
known—for example, in Bucuresti, 
Constanta, Bacau, Timisoara, etc. And so we 
have had very good opportunities on the 
train, the subway, the trolley cars and in the 
stations. 

We had the opportunity to offer bro-
chures and tracts in certain Pentecostal meet-
ings and other denominations. For example, 
in Craiova at a meeting of some 100 mem- 

bers, we had the opportunity to speak the 
Truth about 45 minutes. At the end I offered 
to all the tracts and booklets. Afterwards one 
person asked, "Brother, are you Jewish?" I 
said, "Yes, I am a spiritual Israelite." He then 
said, "That must be why you have spoken so 
beautifully about the Jews." Another said, 
"For a long time I've wished that our meeting 
would have a talk about prophecy. All we 
hear is that we should repent." I promised 
that I would visit them again. I also had an 
opportunity in two different Pentecostal 
meetings to give discourses. In the city of 
Bacausiadjud I offered tracts and booklets. 

In Piatraneamt, Moldova, a high school 
teacher took many tracts and booklets and 
offered them to all the students at the school. 
On the train on the way to this city, I offered 
hundreds of tracts. There were many on the 
train, and the majority accepted them! With 
this leaflet from Isaiah 11, we have had the 
opportunity to explain to people that there 
will be a Millennium—the Kingdom of God. 
"The lion, wolf and lamb will be together, 
and a little child shall offer them his hand." 
To many I said they should put this tract in 
a beautiful spot in their room and to be sure 
to keep it because what is written in it will be 
fulfilled. We had a wonderful opportunity in 
Bucuresti on the subway. Br. Cristi Crisan 
and I offered many tracts and booklets. I 
rejoiced that nearly all the young people 
took them. 

We had also other experiences: In Bacau 
on a trolley car, after I offered tracts to the 
entire car, a man in the back with a beard—
probably a priest—ripped the tract up into  

many pieces. He yelled loudly that they were 
Orthodox and why are we "poisoning" 
people with these tracts? I said that what is 
written in the tract is in their favor, and 
someday he would regret that he tore up the 
tract. In any case, his yelling was too late 
because "the earth swallowed up the water" 
(Revelation 12:15,16). The majority of the 
people on the trolley had already taken the 
tracts. Even the cashier had taken the book-
let and tract and was reading them. (You 
could see she was not "poisoned.") 

Also, I took many addresses of pastors 
from many denominations and I thought I'd 
write them letters and send studies explain-
ing to them about the ransom and restitution 
for Israel and the world. Isaiah 49:6; Acts 
15:14. 

This winter I also visited many classes in 
many places: Beginning November 24, 1998, 
I was in Maramures, Sighet, Iapa, Calinesti, 
Mara, Negresti, Tarna Mare, Satu Mare, Baia 
Mare, Blidari, Baia Sprie, Cavnic, Sal sig, 
Arduzal, Ulciug, Zalau, Valea Almasului, 
Simpetru, Sinminaiu Almasului, Sutor, 
Mierta. Before that I visited brethren from 
Bihor, Oradea, Surduc, Josani, Cabesti, Arad, 
Uiva. In Feubrary I visited brethren in Bistrita, 
Nasau, Singiors Bai, Rodna, Feldru, Cosna, 
Nasaud, Cosbuc, Coci Mentiu, Bucurest and 
Brasov. All these brethren sent their greet-
ings! 

I close with the thought that we will 
remain inseparable in heart. (1 Thessalonians 
2:17,19). Your brother, loan [John] Galis 
Translated by Sr. Ruth Cunningham 
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interests of the Harvest work. And let us cooperate with our brethren 
worldwide as they endeavor to promote the Truth." 

Praising the Lord by Using Opportunities to Witness 
Sr. 011ie Wasilewski, Jersey City (NJ) Ecclesia: 
"How can I refrain? 'Let everything that bath breath praise the Lord !' 
Praise His name! I surely have much to thank the Lord for. This 
convention has been so helpful in helping to prepare my heart and 
mind for the Memorial service. It will be held in our home in Jersey 
City—we shall have that privilege again this year. While it will be 
the first Memorial service without my dear husband beside me, I 
know he is with the Lord in the Kingdom. I rejoice in that, and I want 
to carry on as he told me to do, not with mourning but with praise—
to see who I may help and who will hear the Word that is still yet to 
be given. We are to preach while it is today because 'the night cometh 
wherein no man can work.' 

"I want to share with you two thoughts. I have been on the Internet 
with the E-mail, and have had the privilege to discuss the Truth with 
a pilot. He believes that God is in him and is everywhere. It is very 
difficult to get past that belief because they also believe in the 
Trinity. I sent him a First Volume. When he read it, his comment was, 
`I wanted to say, no, until finally I could not say, no. There is so much 
I have to agree with in the book.' That has been a blessing. I was also  

on the telephone line in our home for the Jersey City class. This time 
it was someone asking me to give money to the police—a benevo-
lent association. After my discussion with him, I said, 'Walk with the 
Lord.' That so touched his heart that we began talking about the Lord 
and he gave me his name and address. We are going to send him 
literature. You never know what one comment can do to open the 
door! Thank you for all of your cards and prayers; I have really been 
strengthened by them." 

Divine Plan Program Witnessing Opportunities in Pennsylvania 
Br. Robert Wiggins, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia: 
"I wanted to share a few things related to the Divine Plan program 
on the Entertainment Channel on Cable. The brethren in Fort Worth 
passed a few names of individuals who had an interest from that 
program. We have had the chance to speak with one of the 
individuals in the Pittsburgh area and even meet with him a few 
times. He had been watching the Divine Plan program on the e- 
channel for about a year. He had been associated with several 
groups—one of those being what used to be the Worldwide Church 
of God. That church has splintered, and he has been talking to several 
splinter groups. He has a lot of their ideas ingrained in him. So, it has 
been a challenge because he does seem to have an interest in certain 
points of the Truth, but he is hung up on the belief that we should 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"...Every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that." 1 Corinthians 7:7 

7-in-1 Studies In The Scriptures Now Available 

The six volumes of Studies in the Scriptures 
and Tabernacle Shadows have been 
completely re-typeset from the Harvest 
Truth DataBase. This attractive volume is 
available hardbound or in loose-leaf. The 
typeface is slightly larger than the old 7-in-
1. This, combined with the new type, makes 
readability much better. 

Secretary Address Change: 

Antioch Bible Students 
Bonnie Bennett, Secretary 
7670 Shadow Oaks Lane 
Granite Bay, CA 95746 
Phone: (916) 797-6922 
E-mail: bennett99@aol.com  

The total cost, including shipping, comes 
to $14.95 per book. Please confirm by regu-
lar mail your firm order along with check or 
money order for the same. 

Fort Worth Bible Students 
P 0 Box 4085 
Fort Worth, TX 76164 

Brethren from the U.S. are helping the elders 
in Moldova and Ukraine start a pilgrim 
service that would go to the outlying areas 
of their countries and Russia. 

Many names from Russia and Siberia 
have been gathered. Financing will come 

Large Print Volumes 

Volumes 	Tabernacle Shadows, Daily 
Heavenly Manna and Songs in the Night are 
available for $2.00 each plus $1.00 shipping. 

Each of the following is $4.00 plus $1.00 
shipping: The Battle of Armageddon; The 
Atonement Between God and Man; The New 
Creation. 

Send orders to: Miami Valley Bible Stu-
dents, Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356. 

from the United States, but the brethren 
involved in this work will be from ecclesias 
in Ukraine and Moldova. 

The Ukrainian brethren have already 
begun their pilgrim work on a small scale. 

New Pilgrim Service in Former U.S.S.R. 

Brethren From page 9 
still keep the Law—particularly the Sabbath. He also has a problem 
with the Anglo-Israel question of the 'ten lost tribes.' So we have 
been talking once a week for awhile. At first, he was jumping around 
from subject to subject, but we have now come to the point where 
we can at least stay on one subject. Even though it does not seem to 
be moving forward, he still has an interest. But I cannot figure out 
whether his interest is in converting me or not—it is hard to tell. I 
really appreciate what Br. Russell put in the Third Volume about the 
Anglo-Israel issue. I knew a bit about the theory, but after talking 
with him, I realized all the scriptures about this are right there—even 
from 100 years ago. 

"Another highlight for me is the Pastor's advice from Volume One 
about not taking everyone's thoughts and trying to get a little bit of 
Truth out of each one. This man has listened to so many people that 
he keeps spouting off many different ideas. And, of course, the Pastor 
says to discard all of your biases and focus on the Truth and the source 
of the Truth—which is the Scriptures. So, we look for the Lord's 
direction in this experience. 

"Another experience was from a follow up to the Divine Plan 
program with a man named Chester who also lives in the Pittsburgh 
area. He has read Volume One and was originally interested in 
attending the Memorial. After talking with him, I think he realizes that 
is not the best time to meet the brethren. If he were consecrated and 
interested in partaking, then he would be truly welcome, but our job 
is to explain what the service is and leave it up to the individual. He 
is now waiting to meet the brethren and is very interested and sincere. 
He found the Divine Plan program at 5:30 one morning while flipping 
through the channels. He has already met with Jehovah's Witnesses 
and various other groups, but he believes he has found the Truth 
because it is so simple and so concise. We are very thankful for the work 
that the Fort Worth brethren and all the brethren do." 

Through Various Brethren Romanian Couple Receives Truth 
Br. Ric Cunnigham, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia: 
"We have had the privilege of witnessing to a Romanian couple 
called Adi and Alina who are in their early thirties and have lived 
in this country for some time. Their story began when the 
Metropolitan Detroit Ecclesia had a fair booth at the Ann Arbor Art 

Fair. Adi purchased the First Volume and read it. Somehow he made 
a connection between the First Volume and the Central Ohio 
Ecclesia' s Web page. He started reading a lot of Truth on the Web 
page and loved it. He ordered literature and communicated with Br. 
David Wiant. He drew a conclusion that if we could understand when 
Jesus' first advent was according to the seventy weeks in Daniel 9, 
there might be an indication in the Scriptures when his second 
advent would be. Br. David took that lead and explained to him the 
Jubilee patterns. Adi was thrilled with it, and he called up Br. Bill 
Gill who found out they lived in the Detroit area. So, he gave him 
our phone number, hearing they had a Romanian background and 
thinking there might be a benefit with Sr. Ruth knowing the 
Romanian language. Adi called us, and we had a meeting at their 
home. It lasted a few hours. We do not normally discuss the Lord's 
presence on the first visit, but he brought it up. And he brought up 
the E-mail from Br. David and asked about the Jubilees and the 
Lord's return in 1874. So, with that lead, we tried to express some 
things, and he concluded the meeting by saying that this was the 
Truth. His wife concluded the meeting by saying she would like to 
read some more. So they did. We brought a lot of literature, and we 
had a second meeting for about four hours. 

"Adi is an automotive engineer, and he was involved with other 
Christians who are working on a Web page called 'Workplace 
Wisdom.' In the workplace, there are several attempts by evangelical 
groups to have a Web page that will have daily information for 
executives to feed upon, and thereby will spread Christian prin-
ciples in the workplace. They were having a lot of contacts with 
people in 'high places.' As he was expressing the Truth, he found he 
was running into opposition since he does not believe in the Trinity, 
in hell fire, in the immortal soul, and he thinks the Lord is present 
since 1874. He was having a hard time understanding why people 
were not absorbing this Truth. Because of this constancy, the other 
people in charge of the Web site set him aside. So, he is still 
considered a founding member, but he is sort of in sabbatical. 

"His parents are from a Romanian Pentecostal background. They 
were very concerned that their son and daughter would be going to 
hell. So, we were invited to a third meeting with two Romanian 
pastors and their wives and both sets of parents. They wanted to 

See Brethren next page 
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Harvest News 
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might..." Ecclesiastes 9:10 

Ad States Arafat and Koran in Conflict Spanish Language Internet 

As a result of the internet witnessing efforts 
of several ecclesias, new brethren have come 
in contact with the Truth in Spanish-
speaking countries. In Spain, Br. David 
Mora and his wife have consecrated and 
partook of Memorial. They have many 
questions and desire to study more and make 
the Divine Plan of the Ages known in their 
homeland. Br. David has developed his own 
web page offering literature in Spanish. 

Br. Lucas Godoy from the Canary Islands, 
an ex-Jehovah' s Witness, is active in wit-
nessing. He and others distribute First Vol-
umes and witness through the Internet. Be-
cause they are ex-Jehovah' s Witnesses, they 
face many trials from their families—
Jehovah's Witnesses—who do not want any 
contact with them. 

A brother in Uruguay and another in 
Ecuador recently came in contact with the 
brethren through the Internet. 

New Brunswick Bible Students recently ran 
an ad that asked, "Are you a Christian, Jew 
or Muslim? If Arafat is right, then your Bible 
is wrong." 

It was very interesting to Jews and Chris-
tians that the Muslim Bible says the Land of 
Israel belongs to the Israelites and not to the 

The Wilmington Ecclesia ran the New 
Brunswick ad later in the Philadelphia 
Enquirer. It attracted more than 100 requests 
and many gratifying comments. Order forms 
for Israel: Appointment With Destiny were 
included with the booklets, prompting 
further requests. 

The ad was almost omitted due to a com-
puter glitch. The man who originally ap-
proved the ad informed the brethren that he 
had to intervene with the placement depart- 

Arabs. 
The brethren have received a lot of re-

sponse. They borrowed the Central Ohio 
Ecclesia' s "888" number, so were able to 
speak with a variety of people—including 
many Indian Christians who are interested in 
Israel. 

ment in order for the ad to be published. 
The outstanding impact of the ad was 

seen in a letter by the editor reviewing the 
commentary of a small segment of readers' 
displeasure in what they perceived as the 
paper' slack of Middle-East coverage. There 
are about 200,000 Jews in the five-county 
region who receive the paper. The editorial 
mentioned that $8,000 was being spent to 
hire an independent research group to inves-
tigate possible bias. 

Great Success with Ad Encouraging Israel 

Brethren From page 10 

expose the Truth as error. But by the Lord's grace, after a lengthy 
meeting, we would say that the Truth held its own. Adi and Alina are 
more convinced than ever that it is the Truth. One of the interesting 
things, while the meeting was progressing, was that Alina's mother 
and one of the pastor's wives, were trying to exorcise the demons out 
of Ruth and me—in a low Romanian voice. They were saying things 
over and over—`Devil be gone. Satan be gone.' They had asked us 
to bring a Romanian booklet, and in the booklet, they were picking 
out the 1914 date. They were challenging us on this, and being late 
in the meeting, they were getting frustrated because things had not 
gone as smoothly as they had hoped. One of the mothers asked, 
`Show me 1914 in the Bible.' And you know, friends, how easy it 
really is? Luke 21 shows there is a Gentile times while Jerusalem is 
being trodden down. Leviticus 26 demonstrates the 'seven times.' 
We asked the Romanian pastors what a 'time' is in the Bible, and they 
said 'a year.' I asked, 'How long is a Jewish year?' And they replied 
`360 days.' I said, 'Multiply that by seven, and what do you get?' 
2,520. We start it with the fall of Zedekiah in 606 B.C., and we add 
on the 2,520 years and, lo and behold, it brings us to 1914! You know, 
they did not argue the method. They just argued that nothing 
happened in 1914. Well, when we started listing what happened in 
1914 and what happened in World War I, Adi and Alina could see 
the point. Afterwards, there were a lot of tears by the parents because 
they were very upset. They tried to slam Br. Russell, but fortunately 
that did not sway Adi or Alina. So, a few weeks after that, they brought 
their children to our Bible study—just last Sunday—and they really 
loved it. We had a testimony meeting. Sisters who used to be 
Jehovah's Witnesses testified that they had left them and showed the 
distinction between the Witnesses and the Bible Students. (One of 
the charges was that Br. Russell was the founder of Jehovah's 
Witnesses.) They felt very comfortable with that. They have seen 
over time that we are not a 'cult' in conduct, but actually very 
dedicated Christians. They distribute a lot of literature. Adi wit-
nesses quite a bit. After meeting with them four times, we are just 
amazed at how they really love the Truth. Please keep them in your 

prayers. They really are demonstrating quite a bit of conviction, so 
we take that as an encouragement." 

Letter of Testimony 

Br. Redvers ("Rev") Green, England Bible Students 
"I would like to thank you all for the prayers, thoughts and words 
which I have benefited from over the past two years. They have been 
such a blessing to me, my wife Pam and the rest of my family. 

"Our Dear Lord has been expecially kind to me after inviting me 
to 'his school' to study the Truth, first via the Delaware Valley Bible 
Students, from whom I received tapes, Volumes and a set of Reprints 
(the last two from Br. & Sr. Osterman). Although isolated I felt that 
I was a part in spirit because I could use the written word for 
`assembling together.' 

"Then in the summer of '96 the Lord provided, in his goodness, 
Brother David Jambor and later Sister Suzanne from Detroit to live 
a mere 30 miles away. Together with Brother Fred and Sister Ivy 
Binns was formed the Heart of England Bible Students and we 
assemble ourselves together regularly. This has been the most joyful 
and enlightening time of my life, and what encouragement is to be 
found in our dear Pastor's series of articles on 'Restitution, Faith 
Cures, Prayer Cures and the Gift of Healing' to be found in Reprints 
1997, 2004, 2013, 2021 and 2028. May the Lord be with you all." 

Immersion Memories 
Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio, September 26, 1998 
A unique testimony meeting on Saturday evening was led by Br. 
Edmund Jezuit. A total of 24 testimonies were given. Following is 
the second installment. The remaining testimonies will appear in a 
future issue. 

Immersed Twice 
Br. Larry McClellan, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia: 
"...I was immersed twice. Once inside and once outside. Let me 
explain: In 1950, my mother was pregnant with me when she was 

See Brethren next page 
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immersed—and I was immersed with her! And she had consecrated 
me to the Lord. I appreciate that. She was so instrumental in raising 
me in the school of Christ when I was a little boy. I think I knew more 
about the Tabernacle when I was six than I do now. She did a 
wonderful job as a mother. She gets an A+ for cultivating Truth in 
my mind and heart. When I was sixteen, there was a sister in our class 
that was very zealous about consecration. (Some brethren have good 
intentions, but they really push it strongly.) I still had a lot of worldly 
things going on in my mind, but my mom had been putting the Truth 
into my mind very deeply. 

"I had gone to a seminar in 1965 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and a 
dear friend of mine, Br. Joe Ruggirello, had decided to make a 
consecration. I thought how he was only 16 years old—and he is 
going to consecrate, give his life to the Lord! Someone asked me, 
`Larry, when are you going to consecrate?' At that time, I was 
thinking I would go through high school and college and then 
maybe I would consecrate. I hate to admit that, but that is what I 
replied. Then I realized, I cannot do it that way. I was putting the Lord 
second, and you have to put the Lord first. So at that point I decided 
very carefully and prayerfully to consider the topic of consecration. 
That seed that my mother had planted a long time ago and had 
watered, germinated. I decided to give my life at the Lord at 16. But 
because that sister had been so encouraging, I wanted to make sure 
it was really me. So, I waited until the following year, 1967, to 
symbolize in Bloomington, Indiana-31 years ago. I have kept this 
card I received from Sr. Tiemeyer. It was very precious. She has listed 
all the brethren who were involved—Br. Pollock who gave the 
discourse, Br. Walter Blicharz, the immerser, Sr. Blanche Holmes, Sr. 
Phyllis Ruth, Sr. Mabel Johnson, Sr. Lois Gorecki, Br. John Trzeciak, 
Br. David Tiffany, Br. Robert Ost [Carnegie], Br. Bruine Hack, Br. 
Robert Ammerman, Br. Leidy Ruth, Br. Joseph Mitchka. Later, I 
moved to the Columbus area, and every once in awhile I have to go 
to Bloomington for business purposes. I go by that church and reflect 
on that. When I was immersed, the hymn was 47, verse 4, 'Jesus is 
mine...' How wonderful it is that we can all say, 'Jesus is mine!'" 

Questioned Priest 
Br. Art Ledwinka, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia: 
"...When I was quite young, my mother and father separated. My 
mother's side was Catholic, and my father's side was Bible Students. 
But when I got to the age that I could find my way to my grandmother 
Ledwinka' s home, I went there even though I perhaps was not 
supposed to. But they were still my grandparents. They told me 
stories from the Bible, and it made so much sense. I appreciated it, 
and those seeds stuck in my head all the way to my college days. But 
when I got into college, I went to the Catholic church. I was not a real 
good Catholic. I did not believe in hell or Mary or all the other things. 
I figured there were so many people there that there had to be 
something there. I studied with the priest, and I would drag out the 
questions that Grandpa Ledwinka told me about. Can God be his 
own son? was one of the many kinds of questions. And I always got 
the same answer, 'Who are we to question the mysteries of God, my 
son?' I began to think that this priest went to school at least 16 years 
to be a priest—and I am not so sure that my grandfather finished 
eighth grade in Europe near Czechoslovakia and Poland. But he was 
well educated and well versed in my opinion—him, my grandma and 
my aunts. 

"One time...for my aunt's wedding...there was a young lady there 
that caught my eye. So I asked my aunt to have her write to me at the 
university. I finally got a date with her. But in order to have a date 
with her, I had to sit through two hours of Bible study! I had a hard 
time because I could not sit still for 10 minutes! But there were some 
wonderful brethren in the Gary class that helped me a lot. We dated 
more, got married and were going to the meetings. We spent a lot of  

time with some sweet ones in Chicago. They were a big blessing to 
Esther and me both. We started having children—Barbara, Teri, 
Debbie and Dan. Well, you know that Br. Larry McClellan was 
`doubly immersed,' so he would have to find a helpmate that was well 
matched with him. Debbie was also doubly immersed...So I thank the 
Lord for all he has done for me and especially for my grandparents 
Ledwinka who were a big blessing to me. The seeds they planted in 
my young mind stuck with me for all these years, and there is nothing 
that can compare or come close with comparing to the Truth. To the 
young people: Do not ever leave it! There is nothing out in the world 
that will compare!" 

You Have to be Called, Even if Raised in the Truth 
Br. Allon MacAlister, Western New York Ecclesia: 
"...It was my privilege to be brought up in a Bible Student home. I 
knew nothing else, and nothing else ever interested me. My sister 
and I went with our mother [to the meeting] for many years. I was 
tutored by my mother and Br. MacJilton. Some of you knew Br. 
MacJilton. He was married to my father's sister. After I graduated 
from high school, there were always Friday night studies at his house. 
He would have me travel with him to Minneapolis, to Chicago—and 
he kept after me with the studies. It really became a matter of, 'How 
long do you hesitate between two opinions?' It was at the 1947-48 
New Year's convention in Chicago that I gave my heart to the Lord. 
I was immersed at the July Fourth Detroit convention. I was immersed 
by Br. Charlie Chupa. Br. Mac was very instrumental in guiding 
me—though it took awhile. I was in my mid-twenties. You have to 
be called—even if you are raised in the Truth. One of the dangers of 
that is that it becomes commonplace...though the Truth was so firmly 
in my mind that there was not anything else..." 

No Turning Back! 
Br. Robert Wiggins, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia: 
"...I was not raised in the Truth....Br. Duane Cramer was one of my 
teachers in high school. It was through discussions about the Great 
Pyramid and the hell and trinity doctrines that eventually (at the end 
of high school and through my first years in college) I kept in contact 
with him. That was in the late 1970's. After I graduated from college 
in the summer of 1981, I remember saying to Br. Duane that I would 
have no qualms about giving my life to the Lord if we were in the 
mediatorial phase of the Millennial Age. But I just was not sure about 
the narrow way and all the difficulties. I did not think I would be able 
to endure all that, but it seemed the Lord was leading me to count 
the cost that summer. As time went on, I needed to make some sort 
of decision, so it was in August that I decided to give my life to the 
Lord. I knew that once I did that, there was no turning back. I 
remember waking up the next morning thinking, really did it. 
There is no turning back!' Of course, I am thankful that I understood 
that at the time. 

"I did not realize all the arrangements brethren make so that a class 
can sometimes witness an immersion and the brethren who were 
instrumental in bringing you into the Truth. My only thought was 
to as soon as possible manifest the inner reality with the outward 
symbol of immersion. I went with some of the brethren in our class 
to the Jackson convention on Labor Day weekend. Some of the class 
were there—but my only regret is that Br. Duane and Sr. Judy were 
not able to go with us that year. Br. Irwin Doran gave the baptismal 
discourse and Br. Dan Kaziak did the immersion. The immersion was 
in a lake or pond outside. It was very special because it was outside. 
It was a very nice day and there were ducks swimming there. I do not 
remember all the details, but someone said that during the service 
the ducks quit their quacking and it was reverentially quiet! Some 
of it has become a blur in my mind already, but I have appreciated 
recounting these experiences in my mind and sharing them with 
you." See Brethren next page 
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Every flight from Babylon during this 
Harvest time carries its own story of faith 
and courage. Recently a sister from the 
Midwest volunteered to share her 
correspondence with the brethren that she 
had carried on with an official of the Roman 
Catholic Church where she was a member. 
It is interesting to note that Br. Russell 
encouraged the brethren to write Letters of 
Withdrawal to their former churches 
(R1883, R1903, ZWT April 1916) and even 
provided a form letter that could be mailed 
not only to the respective hierarchy, but to 
every member of the congregation. Excerpts 
from the letters follow. Ed. 

Letter # 1—July 1998 
Archbishop Maida 

Sir: 
After many years of searching, study and 

praying, I have decided to formally renounce 
any membership I may still have with the 
Roman Catholic Church. I renounce and 
reject the baptism I received (not of my will, 
but) at the will of my parents. I renounce the 
Roman Catholic doctrine and any belief I 
may ignorantly have had in it, including the 
following: 

1) I reject the unscriptural doctrine of the 
trinity. I know the truth to be that God, the 
Father, only has no beginning; the Son was 
begotten and therefore had a beginning. The 
Holy Spirit (not ghost) is the manifestation  

of the Father's power and not a sentient 
being. 

2) I reject the fiendish, God-dishonoring 
doctrine of Hell which is also not scriptural 
according to the oldest Hebrew and Greek 
concordances; but is merely death, non-
existence, oblivion, the grave and the true 
penalty for Adam's disobedience. This, in 
turn, causes me to reject the whole idea that 
man is made up of two separate beings (body 
and soul) or that man is in any way immortal. 
Eternal life comes from walking the narrow 
way and winning the crown of life. 

3) The blasphemous doctrine of the 
mass—which would crucify my Lord and 
Master Jesus Christ over and over again 
when the Scriptures plainly teach that He 
died "once for all." 

4) I reject that the Pope (all imperfect and 
fallen men—Simon Peter was not a pope) 
could ever speak anything infallible outside 
of quoting the inspired Scriptures. 

5)I reject the Douay version of the Bible 
which contains books written by human 
industry without the inspiration of the mani-
fest power (Holy Spirit) and authority of the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

6)I reject the creeds as well as the imag-
ined authority of the Roman Catholic hier-
archy over any portion of my life, be it 
spiritual or physical. 

Let it be known that this is my stand and 
it shall not be altered. Again, I request the  

removal of my name from any and all lists/ 
roles/memberships in the Roman Catholic 
system. 

Deborah Atkinson 

Letter #2—August 1998 

Dear Mrs. Atkinson: 
It was with great sorrow that I received 

your letter of July 30, 1998, in which you 
asked to be formally withdrawn from the 
rolls of the Roman Catholic Church. I cer-
tainly want to respect your freedom to make 
that decision, but I would ask that you give 
serious thought to the implications of what 
you are doing. May I suggest that you take 
the time to stop and talk with a priest at one 
of our parishes. I am sure that through a 
conversation with Father Tomasko many of 
the concerns that you have about the faith 
could be clarified and perhaps you would 
want to remain within the fold of Roman 
Catholicism. 

Adam Cardinal Maida 

In reply Sr. Debbie pointed out what the 
Pastor also stressed: "systems always, indi-
viduals never" in levying criticism against 
the Roman Catholic doctrine. She repeated 
her request to have her name stricken from 
the Roman Catholic membership rolls. In his 
final reply the Cardinal reluctantly agreed to 
Sr. Debbie's wishes. 

Brethren From page 12 
"His Compassions Fail Not" 
Br. Allen Springer, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia: 
"...My testimony is about God's mercy. I was raised a Catholic and 
had a lot of Jehovah's Witnesses' influence before I came in contact 
with the brethren. My view of God was as a vengeful tyrant. I did not 
really believe in my heart that God was that way—but that was the 
influence in the back of my mind. There was a scripture mentioned 
today that helps to summarize my feelings when I was immersed: 
Lamentations 3:22, 'It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
consumed because his compassions fail not.' 

"Many of you have heard the story of how I came into the Truth 
and the miraculous manner which the Lord led me to the brethren. 
I am not going to share that—because very few of you know about 
a period of three years between the time I consecrated in 1973 until 
I was immersed in Columbus, Ohio, in 1976. I was living in Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, at the time I got the Truth—about 100 miles from 
here. This was the nearest group of brethren that I could meet with—
and I did periodically meet with the brethren here. You know the 
adversary is always active to dissuade us. When I participated in the 
memorial for the first time in 1973, the Lord gave me a very severe 
experience. I had a very close friend that I trusted and who was also 
interested in the Truth. I had made a consecration and saw it 
necessary to clean up my life, but my friend did not see that need. 
I am not faulting that person, but it was a very impressive lesson to 
me because I feel that I had put too much emphasis on man and not  

enough on God. So I fell into temptation— and when I did, I believed 
I committed the sin unto death. I labored under that misapprehension 
for two and a half years. During that time, I did not meet all the time 
with the brethren here in Piqua, but there were many brethren here 
who were very understanding. There were some that especially kept 
in contact with me during that difficult period and I received letters 
from them—from Sr. Alta Hayes, Sr. Agatha Pearson and Sr. Eva 
Peddemors. I wish to thank them publicly. I studied the Truth and 
still partook of the Memorial all during that time, but it was towards 
the end of that period that the Lord gave me a privilege of giving the 
Truth to someone who came into the Truth. This showed me He was 
still dealing with me. Because of that I contacted the brethren in 
Piqua immediately and was immersed at the first opportunity which 
was the Columbus, Ohio, convention. At that time and ever since I 
have felt deeply impressed with the great debt I owe the Lord. I 
continue to hold that as a constant reminder that I owe my life to Him. 
`It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed because his 
compassions fail not' ..." 

Encouraged by Older Brethren 
Br. Edward Bushlus, West Suburban (IL) ecclesia: 
"...I go back 36 years or so to the time when I made my consecration. 
My background was that I was raised in a 'two-thirds Truth home.' 
I will explain: My grandmother, a widow, lived with us. She and 
mother were consecrated after finding the Truth and leaving the 

See Brethren next page 
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LONDON (AP) — Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans are closer to agreement on the 
sensitive issue of authority in the church 
following the release of a new statement 
from a joint commission, Archbishop of 
Canterbury George Carey said May 12. 

The report, called "The Gift of Author-
ity," was prepared by the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission, which 
was created to study issues dividing the 
Church of England and the Roman Catholic 
Church, including the role of the papacy. 

"No doubt there will be several 
issues...which will be questioned, critically 
evaluated and examined closely by both 
communions. This is how it should be..." 

The Associated Press 

"We are on a journey together and are 
close enough now to make further progress 
based on significant theological agreements 
over the last 30 years." 

The Church of England broke away from 
Rome in the 16th-century Reformation, and 
the monarch was made supreme governor of 
the church. 

Dialogue on healing the breach began 30 
years ago, but differences in some cases have 
widened—notably in the decision by the 
Church of England and about half of the 
affiliated national churches to ordain women 
as priests. Three Anglican bodies, in the 
United States, New Zealand and Canada, 
have consecrated women bishops. 

The Roman Catholic doctrine of papal 
infallibility, proclaimed in the 19th century, 
also has posed difficulties. 

On the question of the authority of the 
pope, the report says that the "specific min-
istry of the universal primate...is a gift to be 
received by all the churches." 

The report said that authority does not 
reside only in the figure of the universal 
primate. 

"Since it is the faithfulness of the whole 
people of God which is at stake, reception of 
teaching is integral to the process," the re-
port said. 

Afflicted From page 2 
faithfulness...All I have needed thy hand hath provided.' 

"We want to express our love and gratitude to the brethren for 
their prayers, their cards of comfort and strength, letters, phone calls, 
flowers, donations, and to the Colorado Bible Students and Fort 
Collins brethren for providing food for the reception following the 
funeral. We thank the Lord for providentially providing so Br. 
George Wilmott could conduct the funeral service for our dear and 
blessed mother, Pauline Deines. Her long life and faithfulness was 
a blessing to all of us and her funeral brought unexpected blessings. 
A number of good responses came from the service. 

"May the Lord bless all of you with strength and grace for all your 
services." See Deaths. 

■ Br. Dominic Capuzzi, (Einstein Hospital, Levy Building, Rm. 
5222, 5501 Old York Road, Philadelphia, PA 19141) member of the 
old Philadelphia class, has been a semi-invalid the last 10-15 years. 
Now in the hospital for about four months, he is not able to speak but 
has requested the brethren bring booklets for him to pass out for 
witnessing. His faith is strong, but communications from the 
brethren would be a real encouragement. ❑ 

Brethren From page 13 
Catholic church. My father was a career military man, acquainted 
with the Truth but not desirous of making it his own at that time. Over 
time, our household experience changed, and he became what I 
would call a 'brother in-law to the Truth.' He did a lot of nice things 
for the brethren during the last years of his life. But early in my life, 
I remember a lot of things impressing me that my mom and grandma 
were doing with me. Generally, we received gifts for birthdays or the 
Christmas season. But when I was nine years old, one of the gifts I 
received from my mom was a Manna— she wrote in it and I still have 
it. I read that every day. And then at the end of the day, Grandmother 
would continually study—go to her room night after night for quiet 
time, and that impressed me. This meant so much to her to have the 
Truth. It was later in my teens that she gave me a set of the Six 
Volumes as a birthday gift. She told me, 'These are the most precious 
things that I could give you. They will help you in life.' Now that 
stayed with me. It got me thinking about what responsibility I had, 
and I started reading them more seriously. 

"We were meeting with the brethren in the Chicago ecclesia, and 
there were several brethren there who would take you under their 
wings. One was Br. Dan Morehouse, and he would always tell my 
mother that I did a good job in the young people's classes of 
explaining a scripture or something else. And that was encouraging 
for an elder to talk to your mother. Br. Adam Miskawitz was also a 
very instrumental brother to me. There was one other dear sister, Sr. 
Charlotte Copersmith. She took a real interest in me every Sunday. 
She fellowshipped with me—always on Truth subjects. That was a 
real encouragement to me—the fact that someone would be inter-
ested in sharing these things with me. So I would encourage brethren, 
if you have these opportunities to encourage younger ones, it does 
make a great impact! In my later teen years, going to business  

college, the school required other classes to round out the curricu-
lum. One thing they required was a psychology course. When I took 
this, I found the values [taught] and students' reactions to the 
curriculum unusual and out of taste with what I had been studying 
of the Lord's word....I was seeing the difference between what the 
world holds out and what the Truth holds out. So, I went to the Lord 
in prayer. I prayed that He would accept my consecration and guide 
me to the doing of His will. Shortly after that time, in 1961, we had 
a Fourth Sunday spring convention in Chicago. Br. Stephen 
Roskiewicz was the invited speaker, and he gave the immersion 
discourse for me and another brother. We were taken to the YMCA 
where we were immersed. Right after the immersion, I remember dear 
Sr. Charlotte Coppersmith came up and gave me an "Exceeding 
Great and Precious Promises" booklet. In there, she had recorded all 
of the events around my inunersion. Br. Miskawitz was to later stand 
with me in my C.O. experience and go before the board. Several years 
after that, when Sr. Rachel and I were married, Br. Miskawitz 
performed the service. And shortly after we were married, Sr. Rachel 
gave her heart to the Lord—and Br. Morehouse came back into the 
scene. He said how much we could rejoice to be together in the 
Narrow Way....The Lord gave me many encouragements and I thank 
Him for that to this day." 

The Lord Gave me the Words 
Br. Jim Watkins, Miami Valley (OH) Ecclesia: 
"...It was 20 years ago this year that my wife and I were immersed at 
the Columbus, Ohio, Pre-Memorial Convention. Br. Mark Chastain 
was also immersed with us. Br. Alvin Raffel gave the baptismal 
discourse. Br. Edward Bushlus did the immersion, and later on after 
the service, we had a testimony meeting led by Br. Edmund Jezuit. 

See Brethren next page 
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Conventions 
"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together...but exhorting one another...as ye see the day approaching." Hebrews 10:25 

August 11-15 Columbus, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias 25th Annual. 
Ramada University Hotel, 3110 Olentangy River Road, Columbus, OH 
43202.Phone (614)267-7461. Details from Secretaiy: Tim Alexander, 193 
Brownsfell Drive, Columbus, OH 43235. Phone: (614) 846-2031. E-mail: 
TimBAlex@aol.com  

August 20-22 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students 
Annual Study Convention. Two topics: Parables of Matthew 13, and 
the Beatitudes. Location to be announced. For accommodations 
contact: Sr. Andrea Schroeder, 14821 SE Oatfield Road, Milwaukie, 
OR 97267. Phone: (503) 659-3640. E-Mail: was144@aol.com  

September 4-5 Sunnyvale, California. Antioch Bible Students 
Annual. Ramada Inn of Silicon Valley, 1217 Wildwood Avenue. 
Study on Faith. Secretary: Bonnie Bennett, 7670 Shadow Oaks 
Lane, Granite Bay, CA 95746. Phone: (916) 797-6922. 

September 4-6 Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students 
Annual. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd. & Roosevelt 
Road, Glen Ellyn, IL. Seven speakers. Accommodations 
Coordinator: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa 

Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. 

September 25,26 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual. Y.W.C.A., 188 N. Wayne Street, Phone: (937) 773-6626. 
Five speakers. Programs and information from secretary: Richard 
Peddemors, PO Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356. Phone: (937) 492-8610. 

October 9,10 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Ecclesia. Secretary: Jackie Lancaster, PO Box 13155, San Antonio, 
TX 78213-0155. E-mail: corlan  @stic.net  

October 29-31 Irwin, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible Students 
Annual. Conley Inn, Irwin PA. Five speakers. Information from 
Secretary: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive, 
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (724) 258-2585. 

November 25-28 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia. 
Annual. Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, OH. Study on 
Romans 11. For programs/reservations: Violet Grable, 5644 Grove 
Road, Clinton, OH 44216. Phone: (330) 882-3309 or Joann Klich, 
E-mail: jklich@akron.infi.net  

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 
1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Brethren From page 14 

We had been in the Truth about nine months—pretty much isolated. 
We had stayed pretty close to the Dayton, Ohio, area with Br. Alvin 
and Sr. Mildred—private tutors in the Truth. 

"Columbus was one of the first conventions that we had attended, 
and we hardly knew any of the brethren at the convention. So after 
the immersion during the testimony meeting, the newly immersed 
were sitting up front, and the friends were giving their testimonies, 
rejoicing in the Lord, giving immersion memories and things like 
that. I was rejoicing and happy to have found the Truth, but I was not 
about to stand in front of these people that I did not know and say 
so! Being a man of few words and limited vocabulary, I just was not 
going to stand up. As the testimony meeting was coming to an end, 
Br. Edmund made a statement—I cannot recall exactly what he 
said—but he said something like, 'What do you think of that Br. 
Jim?' And I stood up with shaky legs, looked at the friends and Br. 
Edmund, and I said, 'I think that is a pretty sneaky way to get me to 
testify!' But—the Lord gave me the words and I was able to give a 
testimony about how rejoicing I was in the Truth! And even today, 
when I hear the words, 'What do you think about this, Br. Jima' I think 
about Br. Edmund and the time he put me on the spot. And I think 
about the words that the Lord gave me to answer that question. I have 
been on the spot quite a few times since then, and the Lord has always 
given me the courage and words to say at the right time..." 

Consecrated at Age 14 
Br. Mark Chastain, Hope (IN) Ecclesia: 
"...I owe my thinking about consecration to Br. Kolliman. It was one 
of those short sentences that meant a lot. When I was 12, we were 
witnessing after a public meeting. I went through the Tabernacle in 
about ten minutes. Afterwards, Br. Peter was talking to me about it, 
giving me suggestions, etc. He said, 'You know, you ought to do 
more of this.' I said, 'No, no, I am not consecrated.' And he said, 'Well, 
maybe you ought to be.' I thought he was breaking a rule or 
something because I was 12 years old. I thought about that for many 
months. I think the death of our father solidified many things. I 
consecrated at age 14—and it concerned my mother. Now that I have 
children, I understand why. Br. Alvin Raffel was able to give my 
immersion discourse. We always thought a lot of him. When he gave 
me the right hand of fellowship, it was kind of like saying, 'This is 
okay.' He gave me Proverbs 3, 'Let not mercy and truth forsake thee, 
bind them about thy neck and write them upon the tables of thy 
heart.' I get a bit choked up to think about it because that was his life. 
Later on he asked, 'Have you kept that scripture?' Another blessing 
has been the friendship with Br. Jim Watkins. An immersion is just 
a witness—it's carrying out the immersion that is the important part! 
It has been nice to carry it out along the way with Br. Jim and Sr. 
Roberta. There are certain bonds you gain during your consecration, 
and that is one that has meant a lot to us." ❑ 

"My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my 
commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, 
shall they add to thee. Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind 
them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart: So 

shalt thou find favour and good understanding in the sight of 
God and man. Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge 
him, and he shall direct thy paths." Proverbs 3:1-6 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Conunittee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned 
Lord through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze 
Russell, and promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the 
Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than 
doctrinal matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial 
Conunittee. Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the 
submission of convention listings for publication. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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