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600 Attend Public Meeting Series in India 

Report by D.S.P. Varma, 
elder in the "Bible Pinnacle" 
Ecclesia, Bangalore, India 
Over 600 people attended a 
three-day series of public 
meetings in the city of 
Bangalore on December 11, 
12 and 13 of last year. It was 
the first time that such 
meetings were held in the 
history of the harvest work in 
India. There were altogether 
eight sessions—including 
two special sessions, one for 
Muslims and one for Hindus. 

We had hired one of the 
best halls in the city, adver-
tised in the newspapers and 
put up wall posters and ban-
ners all over the city. We dis-
tributed many thousands of handouts in all 
the surrounding churches. We had a huge 
Chart of the Ages (8 feet by 20 feet) made on 
the stage—and an overhead projector show-
ing diagrams and scriptures. Additionally, 
the translation equipment donated to us at 
the 1998 International Convention was put 
to use for the first time in India. Most of the 
sessions were in English and were translated 
into the local languages. 

Greetings in the 
Lord 

The Winter issue 1998 was delayed by 
further preparation of the Anniversary edi-
tion which was mailed December 31. 

This double issue—Winter / Spring, 1998- 
1999 has been a joy to prepare: The innova-
tive witness in India is thrilling to see light 
scatter darkness. The marking of 50 years 
from the last Chautauqua convention stirs 
some hearts anew to remember how the Lord 
renewed the Harvest Message in the hearts of 
many and filled the hungry hearts of those 
just finding the Truth. The Web Site story of 
Br. Rolando Rodriguez on page 15 reflects 
great potential opening this window for view-
ing the Truth has for the future. 

The topics of the various sessions were: 
The Quran and the Bible—A Comparative 
Study; The Ransom; The Human Soul; Hell; 
The World's Salvation; India in Bible Proph-
ecy (Hindu session); The Trinity: Solve the 
Mystery!; The Second Coming. 

Having taught the Truth to over a hun-
dred people individually in past years gave 
the needed experience with these subjects so 
that one of the attendees expressed, "So 
plain that even a child can understand." 
There were no miracles or great music—just 
the Truth with its power of reason. 

A Short Report of the Sessions 
We had much apprehension about the first 
sessions—for the Muslims. We feared two 
things: (1) What if none turned up? and (2) 
What if they, indeed, turned up? 

Nearly a hundred Muslims came—some 
of them wearing their traditional caps and 
beards. They sat in pin-drop silence for an 
hour and a half. Many similarities and differ-
ences were carefully brought out; and the 
talk ended with the Second Coming and the 
thousand-year rule of Christ in which all the 
Muslims will benefit. After the talk, most 
surprisingly—they gave a loud applause. 

But some of the Christians who were 
present came to me in a rage—yelling "False 
Prophet!" etc. They could not stand the 
thought that the Muslims also will have a 
chance in the Thousand Years. 

Nevertheless, the session 
for the Hindus was wonder-
ful. Many things from Hindu-
ism were taken out and dili-
gently compared and con-
trasted with the Biblical 
teaching in a way that was 
both interesting and informa-
tive to them. The most impor-
tant truths of one God, one 
mediator and the grand plan 
of salvation for the world—
including India—were pre-
sented in a clear and simple 
way. Some senior Hindus 
came up personally and 
thanked me for the message. I, 
in turn, thanked the Lord for 
giving us such a wonderful 
message to give. 

The first session to the Christians was on 
the Ransom. A Bible Student, who is a prac-
ticing lawyer, spoke on the subject. He 
clearly pointed out the concept of the justice 
in one man dying for the world. Some points 
which were not included in his talk were 
taken up in the following sessions, and the 
outcome was the Ransom became the theme 
of the entire meeting. (Actually we had not 
thought of any particular theme before.) 

The topic of the "Human Soul" was tack-
led in a very beautiful manner. All the rel-
evant points were clearly presented along 
with the Hebrew and Greek words involved. 
The brother who next spoke on the topic of 
"Hell" further emphasized the truths with 
explanation of the "rich man and Lazarus" 
and categorically proved that eternal torture 
was nowhere taught in the Scriptures. 

For the session on "The World's Salva-
tion," we had a big pie-chart of the world's 
population according to the religious clas-
sification. Only seven percent "Protestant" 
was indicated in the brightest shade. Then 
we told what the various creeds teach regard-
ing the fate of the rest of the population. And 
then the plan of God was presented. Oh, what 
a joy it was to give the Good News! 

In a way, the most difficult session of all 
was on "Solving the Mystery: The Trinity." 
But after the talk, one man, who was murmur-
ing from the first day (because I said Jesus 

See India page 12 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble." Psalms 46:1 

■Sr. Debbie McClellan (4421 - 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203-
3234), after undergoing severe abdominal pain last fall finally was 
hospitalized for emergency surgery. The surgery seems to have 
alleviated the problem, but the recovery has been difficult and slow 
because of related neck complications. While she was recuperating, 
Br. Larry read to Sr. Debbie the words of comfort and encouragement 
from the brethren, and they both want to express deep appreciation 
for the brethren's prayers and concerns. Sr. Debbie concludes, 
"Won't it be wonderful when we can ask and the Lord says, 'This is 
what you learned from that experience and you were able to 
conquer!'—or 'The experience had to continue because you just 
didn't get it!' Oh! to be more than overcomers—only with the Lord' s 
help." 

■ Br. Bret and Sr. Tamra Blackwell (2508 High Meadow Road, 
Naperville, IL 60564-5307) would like to thank the brethren for their 
spiritual encouragement regarding their son Tyler who was 
diagnosed with LCH (Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis) over a year 
ago. They share the following: 

"At the end of May we finally received the news we were waiting 
for—significant healing was occurring. In August, another skeletal 
survey/chest x-ray was performed. The x-rays showed that he was 
almost entirely 'clean.' His lungs were considered to be in the realm 
of 'normal.' How we rejoiced! What a contrast to the x-rays we saw 
when he was first diagnosed. 

"Since August, Tyler has continued to thrive. He is now 15 [18] 
months old and just took his first steps a few weeks ago. On 
November 12, Tyler had another skeletal survey. We can finally say 
that the results were excellent! There is currently no sign of the 
disease." 

■Sr. Gwynne Haller ( 205-1340 West 70th Ave., Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada) has been in the hospital since September 28, 1998, suffering 
from malnutrition. She has since been transferred to a nursing home, 
Lake View Care Centre, 3490 Porter Street, Vancouver, B.C., 
Canada, V5N 4H2. Since Sr. Gwynne has no living family here, her 
affairs were taken care of by members of the Vancouver Ecclesia and 
also Sr. Barbara Willmont. Special thanks to Br. and Sr. Charles 
Chambers, Sr. Barbara Willmont, Sr. Barbara Fleming, Sr. Bearna 
McNee, and others for their services and sacrifice. Sr. Gwynne would 
appreciate your prayers. 

■ Br. Bruce Ewen (temporary address and telephone: 52600 Van 
Dyke, Shelby Township, MI 48316) reports that the operation, in 
which his stomach was totally removed, was successful. He is 
gradually becoming adjusted to his condition and dietary 
limitations. 

Other brethren who have had the same operation have been a great 
help to him, particularly Sr. Susan Schultz from Columbus, Indiana. 
He has one more surgery to go, probably in June or thereafter, in 
which they must replace the abdominal wall with a synthetic one to 
support that area. Sr. Ruth Cunningham reports that Br. Bruce has 
been a wonderful witness to his family in this experience and that 
he thanks the brethren for all their help, prayers, cards and messages 
of love. 

■Br. Randy Holmes (3432 De Leone Rd., San Marcos, CA 92069), 
was in an automobile accident and had major back surgery on 
January 18 for ruptured thoracic discs pressing against the spinal 
cord. Plates and rods were inserted in his back, and he is now in a 
body cast for four months. Although he is able to walk a few steps 

with a walker, Br. Randy will still be needing further surgery to repair 
three herniated cervical discs. 

At home now—and since he is not able to meet with the breth-
ren—he especially appreciates visits and encouraging communica-
tion from the Lord' s people. (His E-mail address: 
JimRandy@flash.net) He expressed the thought that many in the 
world have suffered more than he has and that "good will come out 
of this experience." 

■ Sr. Bernice Gray (81 Braeton Way, Freehold, NJ 07728-2801) 
suffered another stroke in February rendering her hardly able to walk 
and very weak on the right side. Although she had difficulty 
speaking from the previous stroke, she had been continuing to have 
the New Brunswick Tuesday night First Volume studies in her home. 
She and the family thank the brethren for their prayers and cards of 
encouragement, flowers and visits—and ask for continued prayers 
for strength and wisdom from the heavenly Father for the days ahead. 

■Sr. Irene Dziuk (1801 N.E. 201st Ave., A-1, Fairview, OR 97024) 
in loving memory of her husband Br. Walter would like to say the 
following: "I am unspeakably grateful to my loving heavenly Father 
through the name and merit of Jesus, my Saviour and Redeemer, and 
for the blessed privilege of walking together in the Narrow Way 
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith—for our 
heavenly Father's loving care, guidance and direction in all our 
lives, both spiritual and temporal. It has been a very blessed and 
rewarding life for which I am grateful. May our Lord richly bless all 
who have in every way enriched our lives. Please remember me in 
your prayers, as I strive to continue rejoicing in the One Hope of our 
calling, also rejoicing in tribulation and continuing 'instant in 
prayer' for myself and for God's loving Family Romans 12:12, 
Hymn 95. To our loving Heavenly Father and our Precious Lord be 
praise, honor, glory and thanksgiving now and forever. Amen." 

■Sr. Grace Goings (4141 N. 10th St., Phoenix, AZ 85014) is in need 
of the prayers from the Brethren. She is in her eighties, very frail and 
in much pain due to poor circulation. She is going in the hospital on 
March 2 to have a bypass in one of her legs in the hope of improving 
circulation. 

■Sr. Beverly Montague (24 Polk Ave., Hempstead, NY 11550; E-
mail: Montags3ny@aol.com)  and family are bereaved with the 
death of her mother Elsie Comer on February 2. A grandson, Br. Brian 
Montague writes, "While my grandmother was familiar with the 
Bible Students and some of the brethren, she did not embrace the 
Truth. Nonetheless, it continues to be our hope that she will have 
the opportunity of reaping the fullness of benefits that the 
resurrection has to offer." 

■Br. Moses Obire (P.O. Box 1884, Warri, Delta State, Nigeria), an 
elder in the Warn Ecclesia, writes to Br. Ray Luke about the 
conditions of the country which are not improving as inter- tribal 
warfare is erupting: "Ward has been in great turmoil....The area I live 
in was terribly affected. In my street alone nine houses were burnt 
down completely. Two persons were killed during the trouble a few 
meters away from my house. 

The climax of the trouble took place on the 22nd of October. On 
the 23rd of October, I carried all my belongings out of the house. 
Brother Pius gave me a place in his workshop to keep them. My 
family was separated for over one week. Roseline and the younger 

See Afflicted page 5 
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Entered Into Rest 
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant... enter thou into the joy of the Lord." Matthew 25:21 

■Sr. Dorothy Hummel, of the Clearwater, FL, ecclesia, passed to 
her reward October 26, 1998. Sr. Dorothy had been taken by 
ambulance to the hospital late 
Wednesday, October 21, due to 
breathing problems related to her 
pulmonary fibrosis. 

Br. Eugene Burns conducted the 
service in Palm Harbor, FL. Sr. Dor-
othy is survived by her beloved hus-
band of 54 years, Br. Herman Hummel, 
who returned with their only son, Br. 
John and daughter-in law, Sr. Nancy 
Hummel, to their home in Michigan: 
27200 Dixboro Rd., S. Lyon, MI 
48178. Sr. Dottie will always be re-
membered for her devotion to the 
Lord and her loving, nurturing 
kindnesses to the brethren. The New 
Brunswick brethren will also remember the many years the Hummels 
spent in their ecclesia with the many meetings and truth activities 
in their home. 

■Sr. Estelle Hagensick, at 94, finished her course October 18, 1998, 
at the Bible Students Retirement Home in Gresham, Oregon. She was 
immersed in 1939 and was associated with the ecclesias in Elkader, 
Iowa; Chicago and LaSalle, Illinois; Warm Mineral Springs, 
Florida—and for the past several years—Portland, Oregon. 

She is survived by a son, Alan Sorenson (5818 Freeman Farm, San 
Antonio, TX 78233); and a step-son, Br. Carl Hagensick (2929 
Hillside Lane, Darien, IL 60561). Many brethren at her funeral 
mentioned Sr. Estelle's constant way of remembering them with a 
little food snack for their trips accompanied by a short spiritual 
message. "I will always remember her personally," says Br. Carl, "for 
her quiet lady-like method of giving a witness to all she knew and 
her insistence that her obituary card have a message of her beliefs so 
that—even in death—she would be telling of her Lord and his 
Kingdom." 

■ Sr. Evelyn Rodell formerly of Weirton-Stubenville Area, died 
October 25, 1998 in Roseville, CA at the home of her daughter Sr. 
Ellen and son-in-law Br. Larry Roberts. She was born March 1, 1920 
near Smithfield, PA. Surviving are three other daughters: Sr. Eleanor 
Beaman, Eileen Guntherburg, Elise Delatore; grandsons: Br. Dennis 
and Br. Robbie Long; a sister Erma Lucers; nine grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren. 

Br. Robbie and Sr. Carol Long write on behalf of the family, "We 
wish to thank all the brethren for their sympathy and letters of 
comfort. Our grandmother will be remembered for her love and 
faithfulness for the Truth." 

■Br. Wayne Skinner from Concord, VA, died November 18, 1998, 
at the age of 76 years. Br. Wayne had battled cancer for 12 years, but 
it finally took him. He lived with his sister, Sr. Margaret Skinner, who 
lovingly cared for him throughout his illness; also by his other sister, 
Sr. Mertie Lipscomb, who lives next door. 

Br. Wayne was known by all for his quiet, gentle nature, and for 
his kindness and helpfulness to any in need, even when he was very 
sick. He carried on his farm chores uncomplainingly until he became 
too weak to do physical work. Br. Wayne's parents were both in the 
Truth. But his mother, Sr. Skinner, is especially remembered by those 
who had the privilege of knowing her for her faith and knowledge  

of the Scriptures and the Volumes and leaving a rich heritage for her 
family. Br. Wayne is survived by his sisters, Sr. Margaret Skinner (Rt. 
2, Box 42P, Concord, VA 24538) and Sr. Mertie Lipscomb (Rt. 2, 
Box 42M, Concord, VA 24538). A Memorial Service, attended by 
many loving family members and friends, was conducted by Br. 
David Hauke on November 22. 

■Sr. Lietzia Caola of the Agawam, MA, ecclesia and her daughter 
were killed Tuesday night, November 12, 1998, in a fire that 
destroyed her home. It is thought that a spark from the fireplace 
caused the fire. Sr. Caola could not walk and evidently her daughter 
died trying to save her. Br. Alex Gonczewski, who conducted the 
double-casket funeral service, presented a message of Truth and 
comfort to approximately 500-600 family, friends and neighbors. 

■ Sr. Ruth Knapp, at about 96 years of age, of the Portland Area 
Bible Students, passed peacefully to her reward the morning of 
January 2, 1999. Greetings or remembrances to her nieces will be 
forwarded by Br. Bill Ostrander (drwho@transport.com ). Her 
faithfulness to the Truth was 
commented on by many. 

■Sr. Irene Borowiec died at age 79 
on October 19, 1998 in Buffalo, New 
York. Br. Bruce Clark, her son-in-
law, 	officiated. 	Survivors: 
daughters, Sr. Cynthia Ponce and Sr. 
Faith Clark; son, Phillip Borowiec; 
sisters, Mary Stapleton, Sr. Dorothy 
and Lucy Strzelczyk, and Sr. 
Florence Niemyski. 

■ Sr. Anita Marshall—in the 
Narrow Way for almost forty years—
died quietly in her sleep January 6, in 
the hospital. Her health had been 
failing for the past two years, both mentally and physically, and in 
recent months her distress had become more difficult for her to bear, 
especially since Christmas day. 

The elders of the Delaware Valley Class conducted the service. 
Her beloved daughter, Sr. Barbara writes, "Dear brethren, even 
though Mother will be missed by me and her close family and many 
brethren, I am looking forward in faith to the time when we shall be 
united once again. (Revelation 2:10)..." Sr. Barbara Ostermann, 6 
Fullturn Drive, Levittown, PA 19055, Verite4@aol.com  

■Br. Bill Nichols, 69, died March 9 at Hermann Hospital in Houston 
where he had been a patient since February 8. He received his first 
Truth witness from a childhood friend, Br. Harry Nugent, in 1947. 
They attended meetings together for a short time until Br. Bill 
entered the military. He eventually moved to Texas where he 
consecrated in the late 1950's. 

An elder in the Houston ecclesia for many years. Br. Bill was 
faithful in taking the brethren to conventions and serving in what-
ever way he could. Many brethren remember him for his positive 
attitude and quick wit. He was active in witnessing to the Truth, even 
holding meetings with an interested young couple who visited him 
in the hospital during his final days. 

He is survived by his devoted wife, Sr. Elinor, P. 0. Box 958, 
Bellaire, TX 77402-0958. More than 100 heard Br. George Wilmott 
conduct the funeral witness. See Deaths next page 
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On February 14, the evening news in Chicago 
reported the murder of Jasmine, an abused 
child who had been befriended by Sr. 
Margaret Davis. Sr. Margaret began studying 
the Truth (on the telephone) with Sr. Alys 
Schneider of the Chicago Ecclesia in 1995. 

As a result of her studies of the Truth, Sr. 
Margaret had been longing to be of some 
service to the Lord. Her prayer was soon 
answered in a most unexpected way. A knock 
at her door presented a hollow-eyed and 
obviously abused little Jasmine (almost five 
years old) with her drug-addicted mother—
who was a distant relative by marriage to Sr. 
Margaret. The mother (who it was later 
learned had her two-year-old daughter taken 
from her) explained she could not handle 
Jasmine. "Take her !" The "few weeks" lasted 
two years. 

In the spring of 1997, Sr. Margaret started 
taking Jasmine to the meetings where she  

was loved and accepted by all the Chicago 
brethren. Jasmine loved being with her best 
friends and the scars of abuse were begin-
ning to fade. 

But Jasmine yearned for a mama like 
other little girls. Time had dimmed her 
memory of her fear of the woman. In the 
spring of 1998, "Mama" made her first ap-
pearance at Sr. Margaret's door—after two 
years of total neglect—demanding that Jas-
mine be returned! "Grandpa" came along 
explaining that they had become Jehovah's 
Witnesses and were learning family values. 
He would vouch for his daughter and report 
if she failed in her efforts to be a good mother. 
After many prayers and promises and con-
sideration of Jasmine' s desire for a "Mama"—
she went back to live with her mother. 

Then came the shocking news that Jas-
mine had been found dead as a result of her 
mother's brutality. On February 14, a sister  

in the Truth—whom Jasmine had declared 
her "very best friend"—came home from the 
Sunday meeting and heard the horrible news 
on TV. 

Sr. Joy Kandel (mother of Sr. Alys) re-
flects, "Do we pray for the Kingdom? Even 
more than we did yesterday. We are grateful 
that the Lord gave us the joy of giving 
Jasmine the happiest time of her short life. 
But our greatest joy is that when Jasmine 
next awakens, it will be in the Kingdom of 
blessing and righteousness and love. And 
we pray for our dear Sr. Margaret who did her 
best—better than any of us were able to do—
when the Lord gave her 'someone to care 
for.'" "Can a woman forget her sucking child, 
that she should not have compassion on the 
son (daughter) of her womb? yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I 
have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands..." Isaiah 49:15,16 

Zaboski Family Suffers Tragic Loss 
Sr. Evelyn Zaboski (R.D. 6, Box 67, 
Kittanning, PA 16201) and her family 
suffered a painful tragedy on January 3. Her 
son James committed suicide. He would 
have turned 15 years old the next day. Sr. 
Evelyn and her husband, the late Br. Steve, 
adopted James who was their biological 
grandson. He was the son of their daughter, 
Loretta Elliott; brother of Stephen K.; and 
nephew of Steve Zaboski. 

Sr. Evelyn did all she could to help this 
very troubled boy. She has been through 
many difficult trials and continues to trust in 
the Lord. "...the Lord has a way of taking the 
bitter from the woes. I receive much comfort  

from the precious promises. When James 
returns he will have a wonderful environ-
ment and I know he will adjust quickly to the 
new order of things. I would appreciate an 
interest in your prayers. I want to thank all 
the dear brethren who wrote, sent me cards 
and E-mail; the beautiful Scriptures, they 
comfort and strengthen me each day." Sr. 
Evelyn also appreciates the brethren sharing 
their own experiences with her. 

The funeral message, given by Br. Wesley 
Cramer, was a great witness for the Lord and to 
the Catholic family. The funeral director said, 
"I have seen many clergy, but never one who 
had such a beautiful plan and believed it  

sincerely; it thoroughly impressed me." 
Sr. Evelyn shared another experience from 

the funeral that was especially precious to 
her. "A lady told James' ten-year-old brother, 
Stephen, that God needed another angel and 
that is why he took James to heaven. Stephen 
responded, 'God did not take him; Satan 
did,' and told her that James is asleep, wait-
ing for the time when Jesus will call him 
forth. I was thrilled to see a ten-year-old 
witness for the Lord." The members of Sr. 
Evelyn' s immediate family highly respect 
the Truth—a tribute to her faithful witness to 
the Lord's Word. 

Deaths From page 3 
■ Sr. Pauline Passios finished her course on January 5. Sr. Pauline 
was a member of the New York Bible Students Church for many years 
and is survived by her beloved husband, Br. George Passios (47 
Wheaton Place, Rutherford, NJ 07070) and their daughter, Becky. 
Sr. Pauline served for 30 years in the Recorded Lecture Service at the 
Dawn as well as with scheduling for the "Frank and Earnest" Radio 
programs. 

■ Sr. Mary Post, a member of the New York Bible Students Church 
for many years, peacefully finished her course on Friday, October 2, 
1998. She is survived by her devoted husband, Br. Leo Post, 24 
Lexington Road, New City, NY 10956. 

■ Sr. Mary Sue Guzick of the Allentown Ecclesia finished her 
course February 6, at 76 years of age. Just before she died, she had 
two hours of wonderful fellowship with her sister Dorothy about the 
joys beyond the veil. She had been a member of the Allentown 
ecclesia for 20 years and had been consecrated nearly 56 years at the 
time of her death. 

A memorial service was held on February 7 at the apartment 
complex where she lived. Sr. Mary Sue had requested that such a 
service be a witness to the residents, and Br. David Stein delivered 
the message. She is survived by her daughter, Sr. Laurel Young (5823 
Mertz Drive, Allentown, PA 18104-9455); granddaughter Sr. Jenni-
fer Young; a sister Sr. Dorothy Dolan. See Afflicted 

■ Sr. Mary Doros, 91, the natural sister of Sr. Bertha Pockoski, 
finished her earthly course on February 27. Sr. Mary was immersed 
in 1934; she had two children, six grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. Born in Boston, she moved to North Brookfield, MA 
shortly after her marriage and was an active member of the former 
North Brookfield ecclesia. 

■ Sr. Hazel Borger, 93, finished her course on February 13. She had 
been a member of the Cincinnati Bible Students Ecclesia for over 40 
years. She received the Truth through the "Frank and Earnest" radio 
program. A group of 68 heard the funeral witness on the subject of 
"The Two Salvations." Br. Bill Harp conducted the service. ❑ 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God." 1 John 3:1 

At Dunkirk, Maryland, August 16, 1998: 
Sr. Deborah Banks of the Baltimore Area Ecclesia, wife of Br. David 
Banks. 

At Bucharest, Romania, July, 1998: 
Lili (Elena) loan, niece of Br. Ioan Nicolai; 
loana loan, mother of Lili. 

"What doth hinder me to be baptized?" 
Sr. Lili came to her parents' house for a visit the day before Br. Larry 
Davis was to return home to the U.S. In discussion with Br. Larry, 
Sr. Lily revealed that she had been searching after the Lord and had 
been praying intensely as to what she should do. That morning she 
had prayed asking what her next step should be. After talking to Br. 
Larry she said she wanted to give her life to the Lord in consecration. 
Br. Larry suggested that the elders in Cluj could arrange an 
immersion service for her, but Sr. Lili replied, "I want you to baptize 
me, and I want you to perform the service now." Her mother loans, 

who had been 
consecrated for 
some time but not 
baptized, said that 
she would like to be 
immersed, also, with 
her daughter. So, 
after a short service, 
the two were 
baptized in the 
family bathtub. Her 
father, whose eyes 
were filled with 
tears, said that this 
was his greatest joy. 

Photo: Sr. Lili Ioan 

Afflicted From page 2 

children were with my younger sister while my two eldest sons were 
with me at Brother Pius' workshop. We have, however, returned to 
the house now that the calm (relative) has returned to the area. My 
property is still at Brother Pius' workshop even as I am writing today. 
I am looking for another accommodation. But it is not easy to get one. 
And again the cost is much. Conditions in Warri [however] have not 
really affected our studies much. It has only prevented our week-
night studies because the government has imposed a 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
curfew on Warri. I shall write again soon. Thanks. Love from us all, 
Moses E. Obire" 

■Br. Marion Schrock (730 N. 7th Street, Apt. A3, Steubenville, OH 
43952-1767) was hospitalized for a pacemaker back in October 
when his heart rate was counted at 36. He is now doing better 
although he does not have much strength. But he is rejoicing in the 
Lord to be able to continue attending conventions. 

■Sr. Ann Wittbrodt (320 Brookside Drive, Fort Mill, SC 29715; 
E-mail: aslonl  @fmtc.net ) has been in South Carolina staying with 
her mom and regularly receiving chemotherapy from her "very good 
doctor." Sr. Ann writes: "When I first came down here, I thought there 
were no brethren, but the Lord has allowed me to find a sister, Iona 
Yanatola, who has been a great help to me. She has been through 
similar experiences and has been able to provide advice and support 
for me. 

Since October, I think I have received over 200 cards, letters, 
phone calls, flowers, visits and e-mails from the brethren. I have been 
overwhelmed with their love and concern. I'd like to thank the 
brethren for all these messages of love. They have been a great 
encouragement to me, and it has been an assurance to me that the 
Lord is working in my life and has been overruling all my affairs. As 
of this point, my chemo is continuing; I have recovered from the 
initial radiation sickness and am feeling better. I have pain from time 
to time, but so far not severe. I miss being at regular meetings and 
conventions for the time being, but I get to listen to many tapes, and 
I am keeping up with my studies. I am trusting in him to overrule in 
all things and daily pray for his will to be done in my life." 

■ Sr. Laurel Young (5823 Mertz Drive, Allentown, PA 18104- 
9455), daughter of Sr. Mary Sue Guzick, who died February 6, writes: 
"Mom was born Oct. 6, 1922, in Fayette, Iowa, to John and Florence 
McLain. She was born crippled and spent the first three years of her 

life in a hospital. Grandma got the truth from Br. Adelbert Doland 
when Mom was very young. Mom's real dad left them and several 
years later when Br. Doland heard they were being taken to the poor 
house, he asked Grandma to marry him and took in the whole family. 
They were raised in a very consecrated household. They sang hymns 
every night after all the chores were done, and Mom had memorized 
the words to over 300 hymns by the time she was eight years old. 

"They were terribly poor partially due to her mother's failing 
health. Grandma was always grateful that she went blind while her 
four girls were still quite young because that meant that they read 
the Volumes and the Bible to her and got to appreciate God's Plan. 
Her mother and father wanted to find others who knew the truth, but 
were repeatedly disappointed in their search. Finally they talked to 
the girls and told them that they were going to have the calf 
butchered and sold to get money to put a message of God's Plan in 
the local papers and see if they could find anyone they could meet 
with of 'like precious faith.' The calf was to have been their only 
source of meat for that winter. Just before they did that, they saw a 
notice in the paper of a meeting of some people who were interested 
in Bible study. It turned out it was an ad by a small group of brethren ! 
They met with brethren that winter and still had meat. 

"They were very poor and Mom had to move away from home at 
15 because they couldn't afford to let her continue her last 2 years 
of high school. She worked as a live-in housekeeper/baby-sitter and 
put herself through high school (and graduated valedictorian). She 
consecrated herself to the Lord at age 21 and Br. Leo Post immersed 
her at a convention. She helped take care of an elderly sister for a 
while. She married my father, Br. Joseph Guzick in 1954 and moved 
to Detroit, Michigan in 1954. She had two daughters—Carol and me. 

"We always had the weekly Monday night envelope addressing 
meeting at our home to send out Hope booklets to those who had 
recently lost loved ones. My dad died in 1960 and Mom took in 
foster children to support us.... We later moved to St. Petersburg, Fla. 
and Mom later moved to Minnesota before finally moving to 
Bethlehem, PA in 1979." 

■ Br. Don Canell (719-13th Way, SW, Edmonds, WA 98020-6628) 
while visiting his daughter and son-in-law in California in January 
was taken by ambulance to the hospital due to heart fibrillations. 
Some heart damage was determined, and his medications were 
changed. Br. Don is now back in Seattle and reports all is well—"We 
would like to thank the brethren for all their letters, E-mails, phone 
calls and especially their prayers on my behalf." ❑ 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations." Psalms 89:1 

Immersion Memories 
Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio, September 26, 1998 
A unique testimony meeting on Saturday evening was led by Br. 
Edmund Jesuit. A total of 24 testimonies were given and reported 
here in part. The balance will be given in a later issue. 

Explained to me on Sr. Sundbom's Lap 
Sr. Bonita Heeg, Springfield, OH: 
"...My immersion experience was a wonderful one. But I also had 
the experience of seeing both my parents immersed, my husband and 
also our daughter. There are a lot of experiences involved, and the 
one I will tell is when I was seven years old. My first meeting with 
the Bible Students was at a very large convention in Bloomington, 
Indiana, where my mother was immersed. I remember a particular 
sister who kept making herself known to me during the week. I was 
impressed because she was elderly (and wore very big hats), and that 
was Sr. Cora Sundbom. We had been to many churches including 
a Baptist church, so when it came time for the immersion service, I 
knew what baptism was. But being seven years old, sitting at the 
service, I realized it was something serious because we had been 
drifting from church to church, not attending any of them. And here 
my mother was actually getting immersed. But Sr. Sundbom found 
me, sat me on her lap, and for the whole time that my mother was being 
immersed, Sr. Cora was whispering in my ear. She was explaining 
what was happening and what it meant. That made an impression on 
me because she was treating me like an adult, but it also gave me an 
appreciation for what was happening to my mother. That carried over 
in my life—not only in growing up but also in my own consecration 
and in the raising of our children. I realized that no matter how young 
our children are, by explaining things (especially of the beauties of 
the Truth) to them, they may not have a full comprehension, but it 
is amazing how much they will absorb and learn...." 

Sister Helped Understand Beauties of Truth 
Br. Ed Winske, Central Ohio Ecclesia 
"...My beloved natural sister, Sr. Karen, and I were immersed 
together. Though raised in the Truth, it was because of Karen's 
persistence that I made a consecration. She helped me to understand 
the beauties and the joys of the Truth. We were immersed at the 
Jackson Labor Day Convention in 1975. I will never forget it 
because I had a fear of water and the baptismal area was small. Yet 
I was able to totally block out everything around me and was 
immersed. Another memory is in 1979 when my dad died. A few years 
later, not only did the Lord provide me with a beautiful wife, but on 
the anniversary of my dad's death, she was immersed! We will never 
forget those two memories." 

"I Will Be There!" 
Sr. Toni Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia: 
"...I was raised in a Disciples of Christ Church, so I knew what water 
immersion was because we did this at 12 years old. When I first started 
going to conventions, my first one was at Wilmington, Delaware. 
Having been raised in a church where the baptisms are very serious, 
Wilmington was having their baptism at a YMCA. Now this was my 
first impression of Truth baptisms—walking into a YMCA with the 
smell of chlorine and brethren singing around the pool. I remember 
thinking that I was not sure about this group. That was in April, 1980. 

"In October of 1980, I had the opportunity to go to the Fort Worth 
Convention with my husband, Br. Wes, and a number of the other 
brethren in our class. Br. Wes will tell part of this story, but in the 
course of this convention, we had the opportunity to walk to a local 
park on a Friday evening. At that park, Wes told me that he had  

already made the decision before going to. Fort Worth that he was 
going to be immersed. We had just sat down to watch the water and 
have a discussion when an individual came up to us and said, 'Can 
I ask you a question?' And he asked a question about why God 
permits evil. He was a Southern Baptist seminary student, and he did 
not understand this concept. That question led to approximately two 
and a half hours of discussion on the permission of evil! When they 
turned out the lights at the water garden (which was an indication 
it was time to leave), he went one direction and we went another. 
Before we got out of the park, I told Wes, 'I don't know what the Lord 
wants from me, but I will be with you tomorrow.' There were four to 
be immersed—Wes, myself, my mother in-law, Sr. Ruth and dear Br. 
Mike Rosinski. When we went to be immersed, Br. George had 
gotten five robes—one for the immerser and four for those immersed. 
It was a beautiful experience for us. When the Lord does lead you, 
it does not take long to go from, 'I don't know about this group' to 
`Whatever the Lord wants from me, I will be there!'" 

Jordan Baptized in Jackson, Not the Jordan River 
Br. Jordan Gray, Central Ohio Ecclesia: 
"...This goes back 12 years to a summer trip with my brother at the 
Colorado Convention. Unbeknownst to each other, we were both 
very seriously at the point of making a consecration. We had not 
discussed it with each other, and shortly after the trip, we talked 
about it. It turns out we had both consecrated very close to the same 
time—almost the same night. We made plans for immersion at the 
Jackson Convention. There were 12 of us immersed and my father 
was the immerser. Before the convention, we had traveled to Israel 
in the summer. I hit myself in the head for missing the opportunity 
of being baptized in the Jordan River—my name is Jordan. Jesus was 
baptized in Jordan! But my reasons then were to show and testify to 
the brethren that I am with all the time—not just those on the trip. 
So, there was probably still a bigger blessing in doing it with the 
brethren [at Jackson]—and that is probably the most important 
thing..." 

Raised in the Truth with High Standards 
Sr. Rachel Bushlus, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia: 
"...I was raised in the Truth, and I guess when you are raised in the 
Truth, you see the high standard. I thought to myself there was no 
way I could be worthy. I know we all feel that way but maybe more 
when you are in the Truth. But I had many encouragements from all 
the brethren in the ecclesia...the talks meant more to me...and I could 
see the Lord drawing me and I was thrilled I thank the Lord everyday 
for the opportunity I had and I thank the Lord for you too." 

An "Angel" in the Water Gardens 
Br. Wes Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia: 
"The time of our immersion was a very full experience. The discourse 
itself was given by Br. Don Canell of Seattle. I very much appreciated 
his remarks during that talk. But the night before began a 'full 
experience.' I had already made a consecration before traveling to 
the Fort Worth Convention. I do not know how many of you have 
had an angel at the time of your immersion or consecration, but we 
believe we had an angel. This was because of the Southern Baptist 
seminary student who approached us at the water gardens on the 
evening before the immersion service. Even though I had made a 
commitment before going to Fort Worth, there were reservations that 
came after the commitment such as, 'Can I really do this?' Did I 
really mean this?' ....But essentially after that experience that night, 
after Leon asked us why the Lord permits evil, the Lord just seemed 

See Brethren next page 



Cambridge Encyclopedia Corrects Pastor Russell Entry 
7 

For decades Charles Taze Russell's legacy 
has been associated with the Jehovah's 
Witnesses. Most, if not all, published 
accounts list him as their founder. Recently, 
through the Lord's providence and the 
willing instrument of Brother David S. 
Doran, The Cambridge Biographical 
Encyclopedia has significantly changed its 
entry for Charles Taze Russell to reflect the 
truth. 

In 1997, Brother Doran wrote to the editor 
noting some changes in phrasing would 
reflect a more accurate account of Charles 
Taze Russell's life. Since the previous editor 
of religious entries had died, and a publish- 

ing deadline was fast approaching, the edi-
tor offered Brother Doran the opportunity to 
write a corrected version. Accuracy with 
succinctness was stressed as important ele-
ments since the entry needed to stay close to 
100 words in length. 

The Cambridge Biographical Encyclo-
pedia, Second Edition published in 1998 
reflects these latest changes which we are 
pleased to reproduce. 

Russell, Charles Taze, known as 
Pastor Russell (1852-1916) Religious 
leader, the founder of what is com-
monly called the Bible Student Move- 

ment, born in Pittsburgh, PA. As a 
Congregationalist, he struggled with 
the concept of eternal torment, his 
subsequent Bible Studies leading him 
to conclude that the Biblical hell is 
oblivion, that the Millennium began in 
1874, and that a period of social and 
political upheaval would lead to a peace-
able kingdom or Earth. After his death, 
many followers abandoned his Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society (1879), 
which under the leadership of Joseph 
Rutherford moved in other directions 
and ultimately became known as 
Jehovah's Witnesses (1931). 

Brethren From page 6 
to take over the conversation. To me, it was a confirmation that the 
Lord said, 'Yes, I will be with you and take care of you if you trust 
in me.' There are other experiences I will not forget, for example, I 
do not know how many have the privilege of being immersed with 
their mother and their spouse, but I had that privilege. It is very 
deeply rooted in me because my mother and my wife are the two most 
influential women in my life....One last experience I would like to 
share is that another brother who has made his way into my heart was 
also immersed, Br. Mike Rosinski. Mike was a very generous person, 
and when you went out to eat with him, you did not pay the bill. There 
was just no argument about it. The day of the immersion was a full 
time, and it reminded me of the time on Sunday evening after the 
disciples got together when the Lord had been resurrected—talking 
about all the exciting things that had happened that day. We did 
something very similar on the day of our immersion. We found a 
restaurant not too far from the convention site, so four of us—Br. 
Mike, Br. Cecil Edney, Sr. Toni and myself. We sat and recounted 
the beautiful experiences of the day and of the convention. Of 
course, Br. Mike insisted on paying the tab. And this experience 
showed me that the Lord put his stamp of approval on the day 
because I accompanied Br. Mike. I was hoping to get a chance to 
snatch the bill away, but I did not. The restaurant had an old-time 
cash register where the metal numbers come up from behind the 
screen. You know what the numbers were? $7.77. Praise God!" 

"Can I yet Delay my Little All to Give?" 
Br. O.B. Elbert, New Brunswick (NJ) Ecclesia: 
"...I had the privilege of studying the Truth for a period of eight 
months before I decided to give my life to the Lord. I had had a very 
bad throat infection and was staying in my room, opened the Bible 
and began reading some of the scriptures that had become very 
precious to me. As I was reading them, the refrain of one of the most 
popular baptismal hymns kept popping up in the back of my mind—
`and can I yet delay my little all to give?' ...I gave my life to the Lord 
at that point. My heart was not at absolute peace. My flesh was 
saying, 'What have you done?' all night long ! But the new mind had 
begun and was rejoicing with the Lord. That was just before 
Thanksgiving in 1975, and I was immersed in Chicago at the New 
Year's Convention. The immersion discourse was given by Br. 
David Doran which I thought was very fitting because he had been 
so instrumental in delivering the Truth to me as the Lord's 
instrument. I remember driving from the meeting hall to the 
baptismal location—Chicago winters can be pretty bitter. I had 
forgotten my coat, but I did not feel cold at all. I was rejoicing in 
symbolizing my consecration in front of the Lord's people..." 

"Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken" 
Sr. Helen Johnson, Canonsburg, PA: 
"...I was immersed in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 42 years ago in the 
spring of 1956. One other person was immersed at the same time, 
Peter Passios, the son of Harry Passios who was an elder in the 
Pittsburgh ecclesia. I had remained a Catholic until my marriage in 
1947. My husband was raised a Lutheran, but after 4 and a half years 
in the U.S. Army, he had no affinity for religion. Through the years, 
I would eavesdrop on my mother and Sr. Mildred' s conversations. 
I liked what I was hearing but would not admit it to them. Later, I 
realized they were working on me, and after some trying experiences, 
the Lord began to draw me. I began to read literature furnished by 
them. The year I made my consecration, I partook of the memorial. 
My mother had arranged for my immersion at the next convention. 
I still recall my mother and Sr. Mildred being present. The discourse 
was given by Br. Ian Cipperly, who at that time resided in Cleveland, 
Ohio. It was at the old Bible house in Pittsburgh, and the immersion 
was at the Heinz Center. I was immersed by Br. Irwin Van Horn and 
Br. Howard Young. Some of these names are, no doubt, familiar to 
some of you friends. Hymn 34, 'Jesus, I My Cross have Taken,' was 
the hymn sung at my service, and I have never forgotten it. Later in 
years, after Br. Van Horn's wife died, he married my aunt, Sr. 
Genevieve Wilson after her husband's death. Through the years I 
know it has only been through the Lord that I have been able to 
endure my many experiences—and I am thankful for them." 

Symbol of What Takes Place in the Heart 
Sr. Gloria Nussel, North Seattle (WA) Ecclesia: 
"...[My immersion was] not quite the blessing that others have been 
sharing, but it was a blessing—a little bit more serious blessing. In 
the Lord's hand, all these experiences turn out well. I had no family 
in the Truth. I came out of the world. The Lord drew me and placed 
me where I could receive the Truth in Salem, Oregon, seated next to 
Sr. Evelyn Stewart who was witnessing to me. I had been seeking the 
Truth about why Jesus had to die on the cross. I went to a local church 
determined to learn something—and that Sunday they were closed! 
There was no heat and they were turning people away. At that time, 
the Lord had found me a job seated next to Sr. Evelyn. She said they 
had a convention in April and I said I would like to go. She also said 
they had Wednesday night studies, which I wanted to attend—I 
wanted to study! I consecrated two months later and was immersed 
in Seattle. The facility just happens to be a few blocks away from 
where Br. Don and I live now. 

"Now this experience [of being immersed] is a little different, but 
maybe some of the brethren have experienced this [also]. As you can 

See Brethren page 10 
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This story was researched and written by 
two brethren at the Newsletter's request. It 
was intended for the Fall or Winter issue, 
1998, but was delayed due to work on the 
Anniversary issue. In some it will stir rich 
memories of the past, and furnish others 
with an historical glimpse of past blessings. 
We enthusiastically commend it to our 
readers. 

The year 1948 was a 
remarkable one for 
Bible Students. While 
that year saw the fulfill-
ment of prophecy in 
Israel's rebirth as a na-
tion and her miraculous 
victory over the invad-
ing Arab armies, it also 
marks another impor-
tant milestone for Bible 
students. It was the last 
year that a Bible Stu-
dents General Conven-
tion was held at 
Chautauqua, Ohio. The 
early general conven-
tions, mostly held at 
Chautauqua, began a 
revival of the "Truth 
movement" that shaped later generations of 
Bible Students and their activities. 

In the days of the Depression and World 
War II, the Lord strengthened his people 
through Bible Students conventions held in 
the United States. The first of these, the 
Pittsburgh Memorial Reunion Convention 
held in 1929, coincided with the beginning 
of the Great Depression. At that time many 
of the brethren had been scattered since Br. 
Russell's death in 1916 and the usurpation 
of the Watch Tower Society by J. F. Ruther-
ford. By the late 1920's many others recog-
nized the Watch Tower's serious deflections 
from the Truth and left the Society. The 

. purpose of the Pittsburgh brethren in 1929 
was to hold an old time Bible Students 
convention in harmony with the teachings 
of Pastor Russell and to regather such breth-
ren as were in harmony with the Harvest 
Message. 

The Reunion Convention was the precur-
sor of other ecclesia conventions, as well as 
the Bible Students general conventions to 
be held later at Chautauqua. Ecclesias in 
Chicago, Detroit, New York and elsewhere 
began to sponsor annual conventions to 
hold up again the banner of truth given 
through the faithful and wise servant. It is 
remarkable that in the 1930's, years of deep 
depression in the United States, the Lord 
provided such opportunities to the breth-
ren—opportunities that were denied them in 
the temporally properous years of the 1920' s. 

Convention-going required real sacrifice of 
the brethren. Lodging and travel expenses 
and the distance to be traveled were ob-
stacles that had to be overcome to attend the 
conventions. 

The first of the general conventions, called 
the Midwest Bible Students General Con-
vention, was held in 1939 at Epworth Forest 

Pavilion at Chautauqua 
on Webster Lake, Indiana. The Pittsburgh 
and Chicago ecclesias sponsored this and 
later the Chatauqua general conventions. 
The general conventions were intended to 
provide brethren, who could not regularly 
travel, with at least one convention opportu-
nity in the year. Another first at Epworth 
Forest was an affirmative vote to support the 
reprinting of the volumes. 

Though Epworth Forest was a suitable 
location, "Those in charge of the Epworth 
Forest grounds wrote to the convention com-
mittee that while they had never entertained 
a group of people who had behaved them-
selves any more admirably than did the 
Bible Students, nevertheless they felt that 
on account of the doctrines held by the Bible 
Students it would not be advisable to have 
them meet in the Epworth Forest grounds 
again." Dawn March 1940, p.30 

The convention committee (for the first 
several years consisting of Brothers Ernest 
Wylam, Daniel Morehouse, George Wilson 
and George Kendall) wanted to keep the 
convention in the Midwest. The Chautauqua 
campground near Franklin, Ohio fit the needs 
of the brethren. The location between Day-
ton and Cincinnati provided easy access for 
the hundreds of brethren who traveled by 
train, car or bus. Over the years brethren came 
to the Chautauqua conventions from 26 
States, Canada and England. 

The brethren lodged in the summer hotel, 
cabins and private homes on the grounds. 

Some prepared meals in the cabins, others 
could purchase meals through an a la carte 
service on the grounds. Conditions were 
spartan by today's standards. 

The meeting place was a large pavilion 
open on three sides. Birds nested overhead 
and flew in and out during the meetings. 
Rainy or cold weather encouraged the breth-

ren to huddle in the 
center of the pavilion. 
The brethren were sum-
moned to meetings by 
the ringing of the bell 
at the pavilion. 

The evening vesper 
services were held in 
the natural 
ampitheather-
"Chapel in the Woods." 
It lacked lighting, but 
brethren used flash-
lights or sometimes the 
headlights of automo-
biles before the service 
began so that the breth-
ren could find seats. Br. 
Ernest Wylam planned 
the vesper services and 
each year introduced a 

theme hymn which was printed on the con-
vention program. Some of these were: "God's 
Tomorrow," "Gladness Will Come to Stay," 
"Praise to Our King," "A New Day is Dawn-
ing." A few of these hymns have since been 
incorporated into our hymn book. 

These quaint arrangements beckoned the 
brethren to return to Chatauqua in 1941, 
1942, 1944 and 1948. In 1943, 1945 and 
1946 the general convention was canceled 
because of wartime restrictions on travel and 
housing shortages. The 1947 convention 
was held in Brooklyn, New York. The com-
mittee preferred to keep the convention in 
Chautauqua but the May 1947 Dawn stated, 
" Since the first of these general gatherings 
was held in 1939 it has been the desire of the 
Committee to secure locations which are 
somewhat in the open country, away from 
large cities. However, housing shortages are 
so acute practically everywhere that the only 
chance of being able to secure rooming 
accommodations for the friends this year is 
to hold the convention in a large city, and the 
invitation of the Brooklyn and New York 
brethren was accepted as a clear indication 
of the Lord's will in this matter for 1947." 

The Chautauqua conventions strength-
ened the brethren in their convictions re-
garding Present Truth. Indeed the conven-
tion committee took care in making this a 
primary consideration. In 1944 the follow-
ing statement was printed on the back of the 
program: 



Br. Norman Woodworth's broadcast on WLW 

Elders at a Chautauqua convention 

"The Chautauqua convention this year, 
as previously, has for its doctrinal platform 
the fundamental teachings of Present Truth 
as outlined for the Lord's people in this end 
of the age by the 'wise and faithful servant' 
Pastor C.T. Russell. We rejoice that the glo-
rious harvest message of the divine plan is 
still alive, and still a potent influence in the 
lives of many. The purpose of the conven-
tion is to help increase the flame of sacred 
love enkindled by the truth, that we may all 
become more and more influenced thereby 
to lay down our lives for each other and to 
spread abroad the glad tidings of the King- 
dom...—The Convention Committee" 

In harmony with this desire the commit-
tee chose themes that reflected this empha-
sis: 

1940—"I Will gather the remnant of My 
Flock...and will bring them again to their 
folds" Jer. 23:3 

1941—"Thy watchmen...shall see eye to 
eye, when the Lord shall bring again Zion" 
Isa 52:8 

1942—"God is in her midst; she shall not 
be moved: God will help her, at the dawn-
ing of [her] morning." Psa. 46:5—Leeser 

1944—"Let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and good works." Heb. 
10:24 

1948—"Here am I, send me." Isaiah 6:8 

Special topics addressed at these conven-
tions included: "The Harvest", "Christ's Sec-
ond Presence—Supposed Objections Con-
sidered", and "The Holy Spirit, Begetting 
and Anointing." 

In the midst of the turbulant war years the 
brethren made efforts to let their light shine 
and to give the dark world some hope.Public  

meetings and radio broadcast were the most 
effective means of dispensing the glad tid- 
ings. Tracting was the usual way of announc- 

ing the public meeting. Several of our faith-
ful elders today were "tract captains" in 
those years—responsible for organizing the 
paticipating brethren, providing maps of the 
local area and arranging transportation for 
all the willing. As many as 100 brethren 
would rise early to participate. Some years 
the convention scheduled an entire morning 

session for tracting while 
other years the brethren would 
tract at sunrise and return for 
the Bethel Service. 

The 1941 September 
Dawn reports that 65,000 
tracts were distributed to 
homes of people in Cincin-
nati, Dayton and other towns 
in the vicinity. During the 
testimony meeting following 
the tracting, "Many interest-
ing experiences were related, 
among them several testified 
of conversations which they 
had with the people whom 
they met, which revealed the 
fact that many are indeed lis-
tening to the 'Voice of To-
morrow' [later 'Frank and Ear-
nest'] programs in this dis-
trict of Ohio. Others told of 
meeting people who had for-
merly been acquainted with 
Brother Russell's writings, 

and who were glad to find out more about the 
truth." 

In 1944 it was reported of the public 

9 
response, "four hundred being present, and 
these, despite the intense heat of the day, 
gave close attention to the message-137 of 

them leaving their names for literature." In 
other years the attendance was reported to be 
in the vicinity of 200. 

The brethren addressed a public focused 
on a war-torn world. Such probing topics as: 
"Christ Has Returned to Solve World Prob-
lems," "Are we at the Crisis of the Ages?," 
"Armageddon First—Then World Peace," 
"Divine Intervention Near," "God's Hand in 
the Affairs of Men" were addressed by such 
capable brethren as Brothers Norman 
Woodworth, George Kendall and George 
Wilson. 

During the convention a similar message, 
15 minutes in length, was broadcast daily 
from the smaller stations in Dayton and 
Cincinnati. During the summer in 1941 a 
50,000 watt Cincinnati station, WLW, of-
fered free air time to the sponsors of 
Chautauqua programs that summer. Brother 
Norman Woodworth presented the subject, 
"God's Remedy for a World Gone Mad." 
Needless to say, the brethren were thrilled. 
"The public broadcast over WLW would 
never even have been dreamed of by the 
committee—it simply seemed to come as a 
direct result of the Lord's Providence." Dawn, 
September 1941 

No convention was complete without an 
immersion service. In some years the breth-
ren would gather at the pool for a sunrise 
immersion service. Sometimes 7, 10 or as 
many as 12 would be immersed. How it 
strengthened the faith of the brethren that 
the door was still open and the work contin- 

See Chautauqua next page 
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ued. Yes, the message of Present Truth and 
the call to the high calling attracted new 
hearts. 

National issues such as Consci-
entious Objection were addressed 
at business meetings held from the 
floor of the convention. Having 
just passed through WWII, the 
brethren saw a need to revise the 
1940 Bible Students statement that 
was tantamount to telling the gov-
ernment that our young brethren 
would be willing to go into the 
army if they did not bear arms. This 
early statement may have contrib-
uted to some of our brethren going 
to jail who refused induction into 
the army. This 1940 statement was 
based on Brother Russell's earlier 
viewpoint on conscription. Later, 
the Pastor recommended against 
joining the army. Brothers Adam 
Miskawitz and Alfred Burns of the 
Chicago Ecclesia presented a new 
resolution to support the consci-
entious objectors. This new reso-
lution was adopted in 1948. This 
action finally brought formal rec-
ognition fromthe United States gov-
ernment that the Bible Students 
were opposed to participation in 
war in any form and thus were ac-
corded a standing similar to the 
"peace churches." It laid the basis 
for those who would later face the 
Korean and Vietnam conflicts. 

Not only national issues were 
addressed but the brethren were 
starting to get an international 
focus."One of the joys of the con-
vention was the large number of 
greetings received by telegraph 
and cable from brethren in many 
parts of the world. These greetings came 
from India, from Denmark, from Switzer-
land, from Great Britain, from Greece, from 
Germany, and from many places in the United 

States and Canada." Dawn, September 1948. 
A special program at the 1948 Chautauqua 
gathering gave the brethren a larger outlook 

with respect to Truth activities throughout 
the world. Many brethren in Europe had to 
rebuild their lives and Bible Students activi-
ties such as regular meetings, conventions 

and witnessing. They were hungry for both 
spiritual and temporal food. The brethren 
responded with efforts to supply literature, 

visiting elders and humanitarian 
aid. "In closing this program 
Brother Wilson read a translation 
of a resolution passed by a con-
vention of six hundred brethren 
gathered in Leipzig, Germany, last 
May, affirming their faith in 
Present Truth, and declaring their 
intention to co-operate with their 
brethren in America and elsewhere 
who recognize the truth of the 
divine plan to be the voice of God 
to his people in this harvest time 
at the end of the age." Dawn, Sep-
tember 1948 

Not only is the influence of 
that decision made 50 years ago 
still with us today but in other 
ways the foundation laid then is 
still with us. The evening vesper 
services became a precursor for 
subsequent devotional evening 
services at conventions. Also hav-
ing a regular public meeting is a 
tradition that continues at gen-
eral conventions. The audiences 
may be smaller and the medium 
different but the message and hope 
of the Kingdom are still the same. 
A present truth platform that ac-
knowledges Charles T. Russell as 
"that faithful and wise servant" 
also continues. How thankful we 
can be that the light of Present 
Truth did not go out or become 
absorbed into so called "new 
light." It is through the 
Chautauqua conventions that 
Bible Students as a movement 
can trace their spiritual lineage 
back to the early days of the Har-

vest. In providing that link Chautauqua did 
much to mold and preserve the Truth move-
ment as we know it today. ❑ 

The Chautauqua Institute 
This popular adult education movement began in 1874 in 

Chautauqua, NY. At first it was intended to train Sunday School 
Teachers of the Methodist denomination in a summer camp 
setting. Additional programs were soon added including popu-
lar lectures, concerts, readings and social entertainments. 

The programs were opened to the public and in the days before 
radio and television the interests flourished. "By 1900 there were 
more than 400 such local assemblies and numerous booking 
agents had entered the field, supplying the lecturers and musi-
cians who traveled from one community to another." Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, 1990 

During the Pastor's day conventions were held on Chautauqua 
campgrounds (Reprints 5008, 4643, 2759). Later the Chautauqua 
managers expressed interest in showing the Photo-Drama. (Re-
print 5456). 

A popular greeting in the Pastor's day of waving a handker-
chief while being welcomed by a large crowd is called the 
"Chautauqua salute." It must have left an impression because 
later in 1941 when interviewing three old-timers, Brothers S.J. 
Arnold, H.W. Deming and L.F. Zink, "Brother Morehouse re-
minded the convention of the custom in former days of giving 
Brother Russell the 'Chautauqua salute', and suggested that all 
the brethren rise and sing 'Blest be the Tie that Binds,' and at the 
same time give the 'Chautauqua salute' of these veterans of the 
Harvest work." Dawn, September, 1941 

After the peak year of 1924 the public interest in Chautauqua 
began to wane. In 1940 the first year the Bible Students held their 
convention at the Miami Valley Chautauqua an active program 
was still continuing at that location. Programs included bell 
ringers, quartets, motion pictures, vespers and a special lecture 
by Eleanor Roosevelt. 

The campground mentioned the Bible Students convention 
in their June 1940 issue of The Chautauquan, by noting, "Res-
ervations are coming in steadily for the Midwest Bible Students 
Convention to be held at Chautauqua August 7 to 11. This will 
be one of the largest and most notable gatherings of the 1940 
season." 

Brethren From page 7 
tell, I am a bit tall and tall people are harder to immerse. I was 
immersed by a short brother—and I was not immersed. I did not go 
down into the water—I was missed for some reason. The others came 
and were immersed, and I thought that I did not get immersed. I felt 
dry. At first, I thought, 'What is the Lord telling me? What did I do 
wrong? Why did this happen to me?' I had no family in the Truth 
to talk to about this, so I kind of kept it to myself and struggled with 
it quite a long time to know what the Lord was trying to tell me. `Was 
I really his? Had my consecration really been accepted?' All kinds 
of things work on your mind, but I began not to trust myself and clung 
to the Lord. I loved the Lord and the Word of Truth—it was just too 
beautiful to give up! So I felt I just had to continue with the promise 
that whatever would not be a blessing to us would not be permitted. 
The Lord would not have permitted it if it did not have some meaning 

to me in the end. I do not know if this is a blessing to anybody, but 
Br. Edmund wanted me to tell you about it and there is a blessing from 
it. It is from the Lord. I have been very blessed in the Truth. I felt the 
Lord's spirit has been in me and has grown in me. So after all, it is 
just a symbol of what takes place in our heart. I want to continue 
faithful to the end..." 

Immersed at Centennial Convention 
Br. Jim Heeg, Springfield, OH: 
"I was new to the Bible Students, so I did not know how to go about 
arranging the immersion service. But I was told to write Chicago 
because they always have one in May. I did—but they didn't—and 
it was because there was going to be the Centennial Convention in 
early July. (They were fairly close together so they wanted to defer 

See Brethren page 12 



Brethren serving from giant kettle 

Polish delicacies in the serving area 

1,200 Attend Convention in Barn 
11 

Br. Leon Millin sent this fascinating story of 
a convention in Poland and other details of 
his trip last summer. Ed. 

On August 16, 1998, I flew with my fam-
ily out of Columbus, OH, for Warsaw, Po-
land, and landed in Warsaw the next morn-
ing. Expecting to 
go immediately to 
Bialogard in the 
northwest of Po-
land, we were met 
by Br. Michal 
Kopak  w ho 
whisked me off by 
auto to Bilgoraj. 
We stopped over-
night at Lublin at 
his sister's home. 

Saturday 
morning we ar-
rived at the con-
vention which 
was held in a barn 
out in the coun-
try. There were ap-
proximately 1,050 to 1,200 brethren present. 
Seating during the discourses inside and 
outside of the barn consisted of 2 x 12 boards 
without backrests. Many brought folding 
chairs. There were loudspeakers for those 
seated outside. The discourses consisted of 
both doctrine and character development. 

The dining arrangements were unique. 
There were three rows of waist-high tables 
each extending 50 to 60 feet. The tables were 
laden with open-faced sandwiches made of 
cheese and sausage. Hearty bowls of soup 
were ladled out from giant kettles. At inter-
missions delicious Polish sweet rolls and 
cakes were served with coffee, tea and juice. 
We were required to eat quickly while stand-
ing—in order to make room for the others. 

Overnight accommodations included 
what one could bring, such as a tent. Many 
brethren slept in their cars. We were guests at 
the home of Br. and Sr. Edward Sadowy 
where I shared a room with five or six other 
brethren. 

An experience during World War II was 
related to me by my cousin in Warsaw. It was 
that of a wealthy Polish family. When the 
Jews were being rounded up in droves, they 
took in a Jewish family—husband and wife 
with their two or three children. They se-
cluded the family in an upstairs bedroom, 
and they shared their own daily rations to 
avoid suspicion. To keep the Nazi soldiers 
from searching their home, they let out a 
room to a Nazi colonel. They allowed the 
colonel free run of the house except for the 
one upstairs bedroom. One day his curiosity 
led him to inquire for access to this room. He  

was put off by the Polish family explaining 
that their daughter was very ill and that 
perhaps the next day would be a better time. 
The following day the colonel's inquisitive-
ness was satisfied when he looked in and saw 
only the daughter in bed under quilts. He did 

not know that these 
quilts—which 
draped to the floor—
were hiding a whole 
Jewish family under 
her bed! 

Following the 
convention on Sun-
day afternoon, I left 
with my family, Br. 
Janek and Sr. Joanna 
Knop and their 
daughters, Monica 
and Kasha. (Sr. 
Joanna is the sister of 
my son-in-law, Ted 
Kopak.) We arrived 
in Bialogard about 2 
a.m. Monday. 

In Bialogard we enjoyed meeting with 
the brethren during the week as well as on 
Sundays. Bible discussions included a vari-
ety of subjects. Questions were raised which 
were often cleared up by Scriptures or a 
volume referral. One of the thoughts pre-
sented—which I liked best—was one re-
garding Ruth and Naomi. Boaz told Ruth 
not to glean in 
any other field 
but his own, and 
he informed his 
reapers to let fall 
extra grain for 
her. The brother 
pointed out that 
we at this end of 
the age are 
gleaning ker-
nels of truth and 
we should not 
be looking into 
other fields for 
Present Truth. 

At one Sun-
day meeting 
there were two visiting brethren who gave 
discourses. (It seems to be the custom to call 
upon elders to speak without any more ad-
vance notice than 24-48 hours. So they al-
ways came prepared.) That morning I was 
requested to give a discourse in Polish! Not 
being conversant in Polish Biblical termi-
nology I tried to decline, but the brethren 
were insistent. With the Lord's help, I man-
aged a 15-minute talk with the chairman 
reading the texts in Polish. Fellowship at this  

convention was very sweet. (The Bialogard 
brethren held their annual convention on 
August 1,2, also in the countryside. Atten-
dance was more than 500. The accommoda-
tions were the same as at Bilgoraj.) 

At the International Convention in 
Miskolc, Hungary, August 9-15, the fellow-
ship and discourses were also precious. 
Through sobering testimonies of brethren, 
we learned of many sad experiences of suf-
fering for the Truth. Some of the older sisters 
testified which brought tears to the eyes of 
many. Their husbands had been arrested by 
the Nazis in World War II—to be either shot 
or never heard from again. These sisters had 
to raise their families alone. Their faith was 
extraordinary. 

All three of these conventions proved to 
be very spiritually uplifting and encourag-
ing. It was a remarkable thing to us that as 
brethren came together from various parts of 
eastern Europe, they also shared ideas with 
one another on how to improve their lot 
temporally. Living conditions are very dif-
ficult in these countries. I saw farming in 
Poland, Hungary, and Slovakia which re-
sembled that of the 1930's in the U.S.-
utilizing horse and wagon. However, farm-
ing in another part of the same country used 
modern equipment. What we saw was an old 
world fast disappearing. 

On our way home when we landed in 
Amsterdam—because of the recent bomb-

ing of the em-
bassy in Af-
rica—there were 
several soldiers 
at the airport 
armed with side-
arms and Uzis 
(high-powered 
rifles). I had no 
little concern for 
my family and 
was somewhat 
uneasy sur-
rounded by all of 
these soldiers. 
Before we could 
board our flight, 
we were taken 

aside and cross-examined—one by one—
about why and where we were going. I thank 
the Lord that following that incident, we did 
have a safe and pleasant journey back to 
Ohio on August 23. (It is noteworthy that a 
week after arriving home on Northwest Ori-
ent Airlines, the pilots of that airline went on 
strike.) 

How grateful we can all be for the many 
precious and faithful promises. Psalm 91.1-6. 
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to that convention.) I was immersed at the Centennial Convention 
in 1974 in Richmond, Indiana. That was a special blessing because 
that was a one-time convention, a predecessor to I-0. The speaker 
was supposed to be Adam Miskawitz from Chicago. We got to the 
convention and the brethren said, 'He finished his course yesterday.' 
Br. Shepplebaum filled in for him, and I was immersed by Br. Art 
Jezuit. 

"The other experience I had with immersions was the time I got 
to be the immerser, and it was an interesting time at Wilmington, 
Delaware. Three were immersed. We went to a small church where 
it was to take place, and the deacons had neglected to go early so the 
pool was empty. So, we sang hymns for 30 minutes or so while we 
had the faucet running to fill the pool. Brethren were running up and 
down stairs from the kitchen with pans of hot water, dumping it in 
to help warm it up. We eventually had to proceed, and the water was 
only up to the bottom of my knee. Br. Brian Armstrong was the last 
to be immersed, and he was a lot bigger than me. He was so big that 
I literally had to climb on him to get him under the water, but no one 
could see it because we were at the bottom of the pool! And it was 
cold ! But everyone did get fully immersed, and it was a real blessing 
because the brethren were such troopers (even the sisters who were 
running up and down stairs with big pots of water). It turned out to 
be a wonderful memory for me and the brethren there, too." 

The balance of Immersion Memories will be given in a later issue. 
The inspiring testimonies that follow are from Eastern European 
brethren who suffered persecution because of the Truth. Ed. 

Testimonies given at the International Convention 
Miskolc, Hungary, August, 1998. 

Br. Chernei Mihail, Moldova 
Br. Mihail was on trial for preaching the Gospel publicly. Everyone 
else in the village was of the Orthodox faith. He relates: 

"I started to have meetings in my house and people would come 
to listen. The securitate as the secret police were called, found out 
about the meeings. I was told that if I did not stop having meetings 
in my home I would be arrested. Of course, I did not stop. Finally, on 
November 11, 1952 they came and took me in for questioning. I was 
held for four months under investigation. I was given 100 grams of 
bread a day. I was given no water at all. 

"After 4 months I was put on trial. There were witnesses from the 
village who said that I was having meetings in my home. They said 
that the meetings were not religious, but political, which was false. 
They said this because there was no law against having religious 
meetings or having a different faith, so they could not have con-
victed me on those grounds. I was then condemned to 25 years in 
Siberia. 

"While I was in jail, Stalin died and another leader, Georgi 
Malenkov, became the Soviet premier. He started a search of all the 
files of all the people who had been imprisoned under Stalin to see 
if their sentences had been justified. There were 35 million people 
in jail! They sent out a team of 12 investigators to 35 huge camps 
that had been established for prisoners. 

"Eventually they arrived at the jail I was in and they began to 
investigate my case. They asked me many questions. For example: 

See Brethren page 16 

India From page 1 
was not God himself in the Muslim session), 
came right up and said, "Fantastic, Brother! 
I got it!" Another man came up and said, "I 
was struggling with this doctrine for the past 
five years. You have cleared it up in less than 
two hours." 

The last session on the Second Coming 
turned out more like a testimony. One pastor, 
who recently accepted the Truth, spoke on 
the subject and he changed the name of his 
church from "Maranatha" to "Parousia" 
during his talk. 

Some Follow-Up Responses 

One Muslim has just completed reading the 
First Volume and he is interested to read 
more. 

An independent pastor has already started 
studying with us. 

New classes have started in houses for 
families and some individuals are coming to 
our home to discuss the Truth further. 

For the first time in India, many Bible 
Students' books were purchased—many 
copies of the Volumes and many booklets 
were requested. We are still doing the fol-
low-up work. And the Lord is guiding won-
derfully. 

An Amazing Overruling 
Shortly after the witness effort, something 
unbelievable happened. It was Christmas 

Br. Varma 

evening and I had taken Jackline and Taze 
(my wife and son) to visit our uncle. So after 
leaving them there, I just took a long walk—
as I usually do when I get time. As I was 
walking through the streets I just thought of 
how nice it would be if somebody who 
attended one of our meetings would 
recognize me. It is difficult to expect that in 
a city of more than five million. But I still 
thought of that. And as I mused with myself 
with these thoughts, I had one particular 
person in mind. It was a Muslim young man 
who was so enthusiastic and had some 
questions to ask after the special session to 
the Muslims. But I had not been able to 

answer all of them—because at the same 
time some Christians had created a hubbub 
with a flood of questions. Before I could ask 
the name of the Muslim, he had left.... 

Now I thought of how wonderful it would 
be if I could just meet him on the street. So 
I walked along and I soon began to think of 
other things. After about an hour's walk 
through the busy streets, I was passing by 
some shops and I suddenly saw the face of the 
very same Muslim young man who came to 
the public meeting in one of the shops. He 
too looked at me and as I was wondering 
whether it was the same guy, he stood up and 
exclaimed, "Hey, father, how come you are 
here?" I almost embraced him out of joy. We 
had about a half an hour discussion right 
there in his drugstore—and we plan to meet 
again for more discussion. Oh, the wonderful 
way the Lord works! The wonderful way in 
which He answers our feeblest prayers and 
rejoices our heart. 

Conclusion 
It's a new era in the history of Harvest work 
in India. After the meeting, we realized that 
the Lord had opened a new door. Henceforth, 
it's going to be public meetings in India! 
Most of the finances were provided by the 
Bible Students in the U.S.—because it 
would be impossible to do it ourselves. We 
hope to have similar meetings all over 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Matthew 25:40 

Secretaries—New: 
Bible Students Newsletter 
Allen Springer, Secretary / Treasurer 
5477 Northcutt Place 
Dayton, OH 45414 
(937) 890-6678 
E-mail• allenspringer@cfanet.com  

Allentown Ecclesia 
Jennifer Young 
PO Box 3214 
Allentown, PA 18106-0214 

Clearwater Bible Students 
Ruth Mailard 
5409 Glen Ivy Place 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782 
(727) 546-7006 
E-mail: lion.lamb@juno.com  

Winnipeg Bible Students 
Elinor Rozmus 
2503-55 Nassau Street North 
Winnipeg, MB R3L 2G8 
Canada 
(204) 475-8777 

North Saskatchewan Bible Students 
Lillian Boychuk 
Box 670 
Wakaw, SK SOK 4P0 
Canada 
(306) 233-5171 

Ecclesia 
Address Change: 
West Suburban Bible Students 
PO Box 6568 
Villa Park, IL 60181-2354  

New Ecclesias: 
Starkville Bible Students 
407 West Main St. 
Starkville, MS 39759 
(601) 324-3510 

Athens Bible Students 
Vickie Carr 
19024 Runway Street 
Athen, AL 35614 
(256) 233-4158 

Secretary 
Address Correction: 
Associated Bible Students of 
Metropolitan Detroit 
Anne Kwolek 
38231 Richland 
Livonia, MI 48150-2443 

Pilgrim Service Report 
	

Audio Reprints Update 
In 1998, the Colorado Bible Students 
ecclesia voted to sponsor a Bible Students 
Pilgrim Service. The first trip-8,000 miles 
in 35 days—was taken in October and 
November 1998. Br. Larry L. Davis covered 
much of the U.S. east of Colorado, including 
visits to ecclesias, conventions and the 
isolated. 

An hour-long video of this trip has been 
prepared for the brethren. It consists of love 
and greetings from each of the isolated breth-
ren and ecclesias. It also includes video 
segments on several Bible Student activi-
ties: Bible Students Publications new print-
ing and video facilities in Chicago, IL; Bible 
Students Newsletter in Dayton, OH; Harvest 
Productions Video in Columbus, OH; Bible 
Student Archives in Detroit, MI; Christian 
Questions Radio Program in Groton, CT; 
and. The Dawn in New Jersey. 

Many have requested copies of the video, 

so a local commercial service was chosen to 
simplify filling orders. The company has 
agreed to duplicate, label, jacket, take orders 
and ship the tapes. The total cost per tape, 
including shipping and handling, is $9.00. 
Tapes should be received in one-two weeks. 

To order the video by credit card, call 
(888) 225-3399 and ask for "Ed" (M-F 8:30-
5:30). Ask for the "Pilgrim Trip Echoes-
1998" video. To pay by check (payable to 
MCG Productions), send a letter requesting 
the desired number of videos and $9.00 for 
each tape to: MCG Productions, Attn: Ed, 
7340 S. Alton Way, Bldg. 11-I, Englewood, 
CO 80112. 

Ecclesias or isolated brethren who desire to 
be included in future Pilgrim Trip itineraries 
or any elders who desire to serve in this way, 
please contact the CBS Pilgrim Service Coor-
dinator, Sr. Debbie Moss, 13005 W. 15th Dr., 
Golden CO 80401, (303) 238-4936. 

By the Lord's grace, Reprints of 1913, 1915, 
1916 and 1914 through April, have been 
completed. The last set of 1915 includes 
three tapes of the "Exceeding Great and 
Precious Promises." These three are also sold 
separately as a set for $5.00. (Defective tapes 
will be replaced upon request.) If you do not 
see these tapes on your next convention 
booktable, order from Audio Reprints, 81 
Braeton Way, Freehold, NJ 07728-2801. 
Phone: (732) 431-5221 or E-mail: 
audioreprints@bible411.com  

Book Search 
If anyone has an extra copy of Harvest 
Gleanings Vol. II, please contact Br. 
Michael Siemion, 3262 Tilton St., 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 or e-mail: Br. Tim 
Armstrong, T7Larm1874@aol.com  

The Divine Plan Foundation 
The Annual Report for the Foundation is on 
page 17. Following is a summary of selected 
activities for 1998. Ed. 

The Foundation provided financing to 
Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
for Global Feast—an Internet Virtual Server. 
Current offerings include: Israel Appoint-
ment With Destiny, the Divine Plan program, 
and many other audio/video productions. 
Several conventions were also broadcast 
live on the Internet, including the 1998 
International Convention in Hungary. 

Results from the first year of operation 

include "hits" in excess of 123,500; over 
700 Bible questions submitted; and visitors 
from 75 countries all over the world. 

The Foundation provided $1,200 to the 
Oakland County Ecclesia for an ad offering 
"The Doctrine of Christ" booklet in the Jan./ 
Feb. edition of Biblical Archeology Review. 
249 requests were received as of March 15. 

The brethren in Romania have produced 
a booklet from the last two chapters of Vol-
ume IV. The Oakland County class has been 
asked to provide this booklet in Russian. 
The translation is nearly complete. The Foun- 

dation will provide $1,200 for this project. 
The Indian brethren have translated The 

Twelve Apostles of the Lamb booklet into 
the Tamil language. They plan to use this 
booklet for general distribution and hope to 
print it in India to save shipping costs. Exact 
estimates are not yet available. 

A Christmas showing of Messiah —The 
Biblical Message Behind the Musical Mas-
terpiece was attended by more than 120 
people in the rural community of Urbana, 
Ohio. The Foundation provided $800 to-
ward the cost of this public witness effort. 
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Harvest News 
"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings,... that saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! " Isaiah 52:7 

Annual Witness at Stock Show 
This year the Ft. Worth Bible Students again 
had a wonderful opportunity to proclaim the 
Truth at the Southwestern Exposition and 
Livestock Show at Fort Worth, TX. From 
January 22 through February 7, the total 
attendance was estimated at 800,000—
which included many visitors from other 
countries. The opportunity of praising the 
Lord for 17 days, 11 1/2 hours a day (12 1/ 
2 hours on Fridays and Saturdays) was filled 
with many wonderful privileges. A total of 
eight brethren from Ohio, Michigan and 
Oregon as well as Texas served at various 
times during the show. 

Many "Divine Plan" listeners—having 
watched the program for a number of years—
introduced themselves at the booth. Most, if 
not all, of these went away with literature. A 
Catholic priest from Spain accepted a gift 
copy of The Divine Plan of the Ages. Quite 
a number of ministers and seminary students 
visited the booth. There were some very 
special conversations with some of these 
interested visitors, as well as with many 
others who purchased Studies in the Scrip-
tures and other literature. In addition to 
numerous booklets, the following literature 
was also placed: 10,000 "Our Church Con- 

nection" tracts; 10,000+ Isaiah 11:6 tracts 
(Little child and animals); 1,400 copies of 
The Divine Plan of the Ages; 700 copies of 
The Divine Plan Journal; 48 copies of Stud-
ies in the Scriptures (7-in-One); 23 copies of 
Strong's Concordance; 5 copies of The Bible. 

The people who passed by the booth were 
either indifferent or warm and cordial. Many 
expressed thanks and said they were glad we 
were there giving a witness to the Lord. 

All praise be given to the heavenly Father 
and to our dear Redeemer for all our privi-
leges of sending forth the truth! 

Web Site Yields Treasure for Truth Seeker 
Warm Christian greetings. I want to share 
with all the brethren an E-mail I received 
from someone who visited our website. 

I really cannot stress enough the wonder-
ful blessings the Lord has opened up for us 
by way of the Internet; such witness efforts 
are mind boggling, to say the least. One can 
reach hundreds of thousands, if not millions 
of people with a simple message of hope on 
a website. Here is a sample of one who was 
searching.... 

Br. Rolando Rodriguez 

Hello, I came across your web site this 
evening along with the web sites of other 
Bible Students, and I wanted to share with 
someone my story, and why I believe that it 
was no accident that I found this information 
this evening. I have been a Christian since 
1986 in the sense that I gained an interest 
then in spiritual things and had a real desire 
to know what is true. Unfortunately the 13 
years since then have been a time of great 
frustration in trying to find that truth. I have 
tried different churches, and attended a Bap- 

tist Bible college. All through these times 
something was missing even though there 
are many fine sincere people among the 
churches I have attended. 

I decided some time ago that I could not 
in good conscience continue to hold and 
believe the trinity doctrine. I also had seri-
ous doubts as to the teachings of the immor-
tality of the soul and hellfire. As a Baptist, I 
was taught that those who never get the 
chance to hear the Gospel are damned to 

See Treasure next page 

Brethren's Courage Rewarded in Repeat Fair Witness 
The Hope Indiana Ecclesia wishes to thank 
the brethren for their prayers which were 
answered mightily in their fair booth witness 
this year on the theme "Thy Kingdom Come." 

After the organized effort last year of the 
surrounding booths to ridicule, persuade 
and convince others not to take our literature 
we were unsure what to expect. We all felt 
that those experiences made us stronger and 
spurred us all on to further study personally 
and, as a class, to be better prepared to give 
a good witness. We felt the Lord tested us to 
see if we would be willing to go back, know-
ing we could be persecuted again as much if 
not more. Because this work is important, we 
put our trust in God to help us deal with 
whatever experience would come, confi-
dent that "if God be for us who can be against 
us." The opposition of previous years was 
not even there. People were very pleased and 
almost relieved to learn we were non-de-
nominational. Many who might, at first, 
disagree with our views were nonetheless 
open-minded enough to listen to our reasons 
and Scriptural supports. Nearly always they  

ended up taking our literature. We passed 
out over 1,550 pieces of literature including 
374 First Volumes, Two Sixth Volumes, a 
Seven-in-One Volume and five videos. This 
was over twice the amount of literature dis-
tributed last year! A man who identified 
himself as a cult-deprogrammer even took 
some literature after a lengthy discussion 
with the brethren. 

Other experiences were: Five conversa-
tions with individuals that lasted one hour or 
longer—one man asked after 45 minutes if 
we minded if he could talk to us even longer-
45 minutes longer! Three or four ministers 
discussed things with us and took literature 
seeming to be genuinely interested. Many 
showed interests in the subject of Hell and 
took booklets. The subject of the Trinity, as 
usual, was a sore point for some but they had 
some food for thought when they left. Many 
were interested in the Kingdom concept and 
a "second chance" for them and others. We 
still find that the most distributed booklets 
are those with the comfort message-377 of 
these were taken. What a joy to give "beauty  

for ashes" and a hope where there is none. We 
have since the fair had another joy of receiv-
ing a request for 15 First Volumes from a 
woman who is reading hers and finding it 
very Scriptural. She wants to pass them out 
to her friends! 

We praise God for another experience on 
the third night of the fair. A fierce storm with 
high winds came up late that night. Our 
booth was in a large tent. The winds were so 
strong that the large center poles by our 
booth were lifted up off the ground and a 
large fire extinguisher blew off the pole and 
was trapped underneath it. Much rain blew 
in under the tent flaps, soaking some of our 
literature but not enough to stop our effort. 
The possibility of the tent having been de-
stroyed with all our literature was real but the 
adversary was no match for our Master. 

We are grateful and privileged to have 
brought honor to our heavenly Father and 
shown forth his wonderful character as re-
vealed in the literature which was willingly 
received. Praise His holy name! 
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The Life, Ministry and Legacy of Pastor Charles Taze Russell 
About two years ago we notified you 

about a project to document the life and 
ministry of Br. Russell in a book. From that 
effort, we are pleased to report the comple-
tion of a major milestone. Nearly three dozen 
brethren investing an estimated 3,000 hours 
have completed the main research phase of 
the project. As a result we now have 59 
databases containing nearly 4,000 note 
records—about a third consisting of lengthy 
quotes. We have more research to do, but it 
will be directed to answer specific questions. 
(If you would like to help answer any of the 
questions, they are posted at: 
www.geocities.com/soho/lofts/3187)  

Now that the facts have been gathered 
and organized, the writing phase of the 
project has just commenced. A sense of ur-
gency prevails because we are aware of an-
other researched "insider" book in the offing 
presenting Pastor Russell in very derogatory 
light. If the Lord wills, we hope to have the 
book published this year. 

This book is primarily for those who love 
Br. Russell's teachings. And the audience 
expands from there to others, such as the 
Witnesses, historians and general Christian  

public. We have not worked out how to 
market the book yet. We may actually have 
one printing for the brethren and—depend-
ing on the feedback—may update it and 
release it again for a broader audience. These 
details are not worked out yet. The book will 
have a Library of Congress number so that it 
can be placed in libraries and more easily 
accepted by book distributors should we 
find them an acceptable channel for distri-
bution. 

The book will give an objective and 
factual view of Br. Russell's life and work. 
Br. Russell lived a remarkable life. He had 
enormous natural ability, and possessed an 
unshakable faith. And according to those 
who knew him best, he lived the most con-
secrated life any had ever witnessed. 

We hope the book will help answer many 
questions about how Br. Russell derived his 
doctrinal understanding, his wealth, how he 
managed his organization, about his mar-
riage and separation, his clarification on the 
new covenant doctrine, the splits, his fame, 
life at the Bethel, his travels, his ministry to 
the Jews, how he handled adversity—and 
his sense of humor among many other things. 

Additionally, we will explore the Pastor's 
legacy. The Rutherford years and how he 
seized control will be examined along with 
the dramatic changes that transformed the 
Society into a tightly controlled denomina-
tion. And we'll look at the other associations 
and organizations created by those who left 
the Society such as the PBI, LHMM, Dawn 
and others bringing us up to the 1990's. 

We will also answer the accusations made 
against Br. Russell. Today, books and web 
sites accuse Br. Russell of everything from 
being a child molester and swindler to a 
racist. We will explore the source for each of 
these and exonerate Br. Russell's name with 
truth. 

Finally, the book will give a history and 
the thinking behind the various scriptural 
applications made to Br. Russell. 

It is our goal to sufficiently document the 
book with footnotes that historians will re-
ceive it is as the standard on the subject. We 
continue to request your prayers that the 
Lord will favor the project and allow us to 
complete this work to His honor. 

Treasure From page 14 
eternal hell. I could never reconcile this with 
a loving God, and it has always troubled me. 
In my frustration I gave up on spiritual things 
entirely for some time, reasoning that it 
wasn't possible to know. 

About six months ago, I felt God calling 
me again out of the sin I had been living in. 
I decided that I was going to find the truth no 
matter what the cost, and earnestly began to 
ask God for guidance. I began studying the 
Bible and immediately the frustrations be-
gan again. It's very difficult to let go of 
creeds and teachings which you have been 
taught to accept for years, and it becomes too 
easy to force these things into the Bible 
instead of letting it speak for itself. Because 
I knew I couldn't in good conscience attend 
somewhere that held to doctrines that I could 
no longer accept, I decided to again investi-
gate the Jehovah's Witnesses with whom I 
had studied in the past. My studying with 
them ended last time due to a disagreement 
we had over the Jews. I could not accept their 
teaching that their organization had replaced 
the Jews and that God had no future for them 
as a nation, especially in light of their re-
gathering before our very eyes. I also had 
serious concerns about the "organization" 
and the way in which they view it. I had 
always believed that congregations were to 
be autonomous. Last week I was reading 
"Jehovah's Witnesses—Proclaimers of Gods 
Kingdom" and I was really interested in the 
early history, particularly the teachings of 

Brother Russell and how he believed that 
Christ's followers should be organized. I 
thought it was sad that the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses had evolved into what I felt was a less 
scriptural arrangement. I was also shocked to 
learn that the Witnesses had once believed 
that God did still have a plan for the Jews, but 
changed their teachings under the leader-
ship of J. F. Rutherford. All of this saddened 
me and although I was willing to hear them 
again with an open mind and an open Bible, 
I wished that they still had those things that 
I had read the earliest Bible Students had. 
This brings us to today. I had a visit from one 
ofJehovah' s Witnesses this morning, and we 
had a nice visit. I am sure the man is sincere 
and truly trying to please God, but I had an 
uneasy feeling when he left. My main con-
cern being what I stated before: Is salvation 
in an organization, or in the Savior? I began 
to pray again this afternoon. I asked God 
again to help me find the truth wherever it 
may be. I reasoned that if the Watchtower 
organization wasn't God's exclusive orga-
nization that there must be others out there 
who still hold to pure teaching and desire to 
serve God and Jesus. 

When I came across the first site for the 
Bible Students, I couldn't believe my eyes. 
I had no idea that the people who left in 
opposition to what they saw as errors in the 
teachings and practices of J.F. Rutherford 
could possibly still be around. I was even 
more shocked to find that there was more 
than one group of these people. I read much  

of the material on your site this evening and 
watched some of the real-video broadcasts 
and I was literally moved to tears. I have 
never heard the Bible taught and reconciled 
in such a profound way. 

I don't believe it. was an accident that I 
found you this evening. I see it as a long 
awaited answer to prayer. I can't remember 
the last time my heart was stirred within me 
the way it was tonight when I read and 
listened to you teach from the Bible God's 
harmonious plan of the ages. I see it as my 
duty to try to learn more. I was wondering if 
you could please send me information on 
how to order a copy of all six volumes of the 
Scripture Studies. I believe I saw that you 
offer all six in one book, and I would very 
much like more information on how I could 
obtain a copy. Also, I live in NW Indiana, and 
was wondering if you knew if there was a 
group of Bible Students in this area who I 
could contact. It has been a long time since 
I have been in a church or in any group for 
study or worship and I long to have some 
form of fellowship with like-minded people. 
If you know of any in this area I would 
appreciate any information you could sup-
ply me with. 

Lastly, I just wanted to say thank you. As 
I read and watched tonight I felt that the 
information had been placed there specifi-
cally for me. You have no idea how much 
you have blessed me tonight. May God bless 
you all and your work in teaching and preach-
ing these truths. ❑ 
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What had I done? Why had I been in jail for so many years? I answered 
that it was because I had been preaching the Gospel of God's 
Kingdom. They said, 'If you will give up this preaching, we will let 
you go. It does not matter if you believe in your religion. Just don't 
tell anyone else about it.' I answered, 'I cannot stop preaching the 
Gospel about the Kingdom.' They said, 'If you continue to do this 
you will not go home.' I answered, 'I have been, am now, and will 
continue to preach the Truth.' They said, 'Just sign this paper that 
you are giving up.' I wouldn't sign it so they put me back in jail. After 
the investigation was over they discovered that they had no grounds 
to condemn me anyway so I was released. I had been in a 'hard labor' 
camp. Each day counted as three days. I only served five years, but 
it counted on my record for seven. 

"I went home and preached the Gospel for four years. They kept 
their eye on me. They saw I was again having meetings at my home. 
They arrested me again and put me back in prison for another 10 
years. Then, they sent me to Siberia for another five. There, in my 
prison, it was -40 degrees. Altogether I spent 20 years in jail." 

Br. Jerry Leslie then asked Br. Cernei: "If you had it all to do over 
again, is there anything you would do differently?" 

Br. Cernei responded emphatically: "I would not change any-
thing. These experiences have helped me to be a witness to all, that 
God, the Creator of the Universe, takes good care of His children. The 
most difficult trials will be with those who trust Him most. I called 
to mind the prophets and their faith and the many ways God saved 
them. This became a great strength for me through all these experi-
ences." 

Sr. Olga Rusnac, Moldova 
"It was very hard for us to have studies. We would have to hold them 
during the night, at 2 or 3 a.m. It was also very difficult for us to keep 
our volumes in the house. We had to hide them in other places 
because they would be confiscated. One time, a sister hurriedly 
gathered up all her Volumes under her dress and jumped out the 
window. The Sunday meetings were held in the forests. Sometimes 
we were followed by the securitate in cars and were chased away from 
our meeting place in the forest. Another time the meeting place was 
in another village. The securitate surrounded the house and arrested 
some of us, myself included. They confiscated our Volumes and kept 
files on each of us. 

"In 1971, four days before the Memorial, they came after me. They 
had been investigating me for three years. They put me in jail. While 
I was in jail I served them as a tailor. They said all I had to do was sign 
that I do not believe in God and I could go free. My answer was that, 
if they signed that they would give up communism, I'd sign. They 
just laughed. Then I said that they wouldn't even renounce an 
earthly, human organization, how would they ever expect me to 
renounce the spiritual Kingdom, which will last forever? 

"I spent three years in jail, then was released to go back to my 
family. They told me to never speak of God again. The communist 
party was convinced that I was a spy from the U.S. and did not judge 
me by my own beliefs. While I was in jail I saw only another sister. 
We talked together and encouraged one another. We also spoke to 
the communist leaders about the kingdom. I was in jail from 1971 
to 1974.1 was freed April 4. We couldn't have known that someday 
we really would have connections with the U.S.! 

"While! was in prison the other sisters helped to care for my family 
and my children. Someone actually came into the truth by hearing 
there was a sister in prison for her faith. Br. Costel Gronic visited me 
in jail. I was afraid that, if I was released, some might jump to the 
conclusion that I had signed their paper renouncing God. 

"If anyone received a letter from the U.S. they would automati-
cally get 20 years more in prison. But, God broke the hands of 
communism. Whenever the government was pressured by external  

forces they usually would reduce someone's sentence. 
"I went mentally through the Bible to keep my faith alive, 

memorizing the Bible as much as I could. The only thing they could 
accuse us of was that we expected, and preached, that there would 
be a kingdom established that would replace all earthly kingdoms. 
That message was a threat to them." 

Sr. Calina Vatamanciuc, Ukraine 
"It was 1959. When my children began school the problems began. 
I instructed them about exactly what they were to do. Eventually the 
authorities came and found Bibles and Bible study books in my 
house. I had hidden my own personal Bible under a chair cover. They 
tore the house apart looking for that Bible. They couldn't find it so 
they took me to the authorities. I was told I was not allowed to talk 
about my religion, not even to my own children. I told them about 
the Truth. They said that there would be many who will question me. 
I said that would be good since then I could tell them all about the 
Truth. I was never sent to prison." 

Br. Cornel Negrea, Romania 
"Before I was arrested, the securitate, or secret police, had 
confiscated all my books. In 1954, they caught me attending a Bible 
Students meeting. They arrested me and took me from my village to 
the city. We had to walk the 30 kilometers to the jail. I was 
interrogated for two or three days. Three other brethren were put in 
jail at the same time. I was then released, with the promise that if I 
became their agent/informant I would be given a lot of money. 

"The brethren continued to have secret meetings. In 1970 the 
securitate came and took me to prison again. At that time they also 
discovered the other brethren, since the meeting was at my house. 
They arrested Br. Galis and myself. I was in prison for four years and 
three and a half months. We were not allowed to have any books, not 
even paper. But, in secret we received some small pages from the 
brethren outside. They would bake bread and send it to the prison 
for us. Inside the bread were pages of the Bible, sent one by one. Every 
two or three months we received another package of food with pages 
of the Bible. I learned each page of the Bible by heart and they were 
passed around the prison. Eventually I was called away from hard 
labor and set free. I had been condemned to 60 years." 

Br. Ioan Petrita, Romania 
"In 1949 I came into the Truth at 21 years of age. I was supposed to 
go into the army since, in Romania, all had to enter the army service. 
They sent me to work in a coal mine since I was not "worthy" to serve 
in the army because I had not joined the communist party. They 
asked me why I had not joined the party and I told them I had found 
God in the Bible. 

"I worked in the coal mine for three years. For six months there 
were no other brethren with me. Then, I found some brethren there. 
For two and a half years whenever I could, while the other laborers 
were drinking, I went to meetings. I took a risk. I had a friend there 
who would give excuses for my absence. The brethren would give 
me food to take back with me. 

"After I was released, I married and we would have many meetings 
in our village. We were forbidden to have them. I knew it was likely 
that one day our homes would be invaded and our books confiscated 
so I took my Volumes, and the books of other brethren, and thought 
of a way to hide them. We had some very good neighbors who were 
of the Orthodox religion so I knew they would never fall under 
suspicion. They had cherry trees and a vat where they would keep 
their cherries. I asked if I could make a box, put my study books 
inside, and hide them in their vat under their cherries. They agreed 
to that. So, that's what I did. No one else knew about it. 

"One hour later, two police came to my door, and knocked like 
See Brethren page 18 



Romania / Moldova Fund 
Annual Report 

The largest item for the year was $12,550 for 
humanitarian aid—up only slightly from 
the previous year. The Romanian and 
Moldovan brethren wish to express their 
deep gratitude for this much needed 
assistance. An interim report in the Fall issue 
reported donations of $5,575 to help cover 
the fire loss experienced by brethren in Cluj. 
Slightly less than $1,000 was used to 
produce audio tapes of the Volumes in the 
Romanian language. This service to our 
hearing impaired brethren is much 
appreciated. A special $500 donation was 
earmarked for travel expenses of a 
Romanian / Russian speaking brother who 
traveled to Siberia. This was reported in the 
Fall issue. The remaining expenditures of 
approximately $500 were for miscellaneous 
items including ink and other supplies. 

Financial Report 
Funds at Dec. 1, 1997 $1,622.15 

Deposits 21,457.98 

Withdrawals 20,131.62 

Balance at Nov. 30, 1998 $2,948.51 

We hasten to thank our beneficent heavenly 
Father and each of you who supported the 
work of the Foundation, both spiritually and 
temporally, throughout 1998, the eleventh 
full year of the Foundation's operation. We 
trust that you have already received or will 
soon receive the special blessing that Jesus 
said would accrue to those who help others 
unable to return the kindness. Luke 14:12-13 

Each year we experience something new 
regarding the operation of the Foundation. 
Possibly because of the broad range of infor-
mation readily available on the Internet, we 
have begun to receive a phenomenal num-
ber of requests for aid from many who are not 
part of the Bible Student fellowship. Al-
though our heart's desire is to reach out and 
help the entire groaning creation at the 
present time, we are bound by the terms of 
our charter to limit our assistance to those of 
our fellowship. Regrettably, the desperation 
of some has led them to falsify their requests 
in an effort to receive aid. This illustrates one 
of the important reasons for the brethren 
submitting an application for aid to include 
the supporting letter from a Bible Student  
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elder. As stated in the application instruc-
tions, this letter serves, in part, to verify the 
Bible Student affiliation of the applicant, 
thereby helping us to know that the applica-
tion is proper. 

Each request for aid must be submitted on 
an official application. These are readily 
available at many convention book tables 
and also may be obtained from the 
Foundation's liaison, New Albany Bible 
Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box 197, New Al-
bany, Indiana 47151-0197). Also, if you 
have received aid, please promptly send an 
acknowledgment letter to our bank (Bible 
Students Aid Foundation, PNC Bank Ken-
tucky Inc., Louisville, Kentucky 40296). 
This is the only effective way for us to know 
that the aid was actually received. 

Please pray for us that we will continue 
doing the Lord's will in the Lord's way 
throughout 1999. 

Financial Report 
January 1 - December 31, 1998 

Grants to needy brethren 	$28,343.00 
Contributions from brethren 	$10,080.00 

Bible Students Aid Foundation 
Annual Report of the Trustees, 1998 

Bible Students Newsletter 
Financial Report. 1998 

Divine Plan Foundation 
Annual Report 

Foundation activities increased during 
1998 with a number of new requests. (See 
page 13.) The Foundation never undertakes 
projects on its own, but provides financial 
support to ecclesias wishing to undertake 
Harvest work activities that are in harmony 
with the Harvest Message. 

Financial Report 
Beginning Balance $17,040.81 

Donations & Interest 2,558.81 

Disbursements 2,010.00 

Ending Balance $17,589.62 

Other projects are being considered at 
this time, however, they are only in the 
initial stages. As long as funds are available, 
the Foundation will endeavor to support 
ecclesia projects in harmony with Present 
Truth. The Foundation thanks the brethren 
for their continued support. 

Brethren seeking financial assistance for 
harvest work projects or wishing to contrib-
ute toward such activities may write: Divine 
Plan Foundation, P.O. Box 813, Westerville, 
OH 43086-0813. (The passing of Br. Ed 
Lorenz necessitated a change of address.) 

The past year contained many blessings 
shared through these pages. The year began 
with the announcement of a proposed 
anniversary edition of the Newsletter. Little 
did we know at that time that it would take 
nearly a year to complete the project. The 
labors of many brethren were involved over 
a span of more than ten months. The figures 
given following include a special donation 
of $4,000 that largely covered the cost of 
production and mailing for the special issue. 
We thank the Lord for all assistance received 
to make this historical document possible. 

Reports given in the past year detailed 
how the Lord delivered brethren from life-
threatening circumstances including torna-
does and civil unrest. In other cases loss, 
sometimes tragic, was suffered. We take com-
fort in knowing that all things are working 
together for our good, and are under the 
Lord's control. 

Israel's Jubilee—A Half-Century of 
Miracles—was an inspiring report specially 
written for the Summer issue of the Newslet-
ter. This thrilling story was followed in the 
Fall issue by the account of first contact with 
our brethren in Siberia. 

The saints on the other side the veil con-
tinue to increase as we decrease. A total of 37  

brethren were reported as finishing their 
course, and 25 immersions were reported. 

We continue to rejoice in the privilege of 
sharing these news items with our brethren 
throughout the world. We are even more 
deeply impressed with the serious responsi-
bility of stewardship the Lord has placed in 
our hands. Our thanks and praise ascend to 
the heavenly Father for these privileges and 
also to the brethren for their continued moral 
and financial support as well as prayers. 

Funds at Jan. 1, 1998 

Income 

11,404.00 

Contributions 4,934.16 
Special Donation* 4,000.00 
Interest 159.12 

9,093.28 
Expenses 
Printing 6,511.00 
Postage 3,327.58 
Phone (L.D.) 512.51 
Supplies/Misc. 596.95 

10,948.04 

Balance at Dec. 31, 1998 9,549.24 

*To cover the cost of producing and mailing the 
Anniversary edition of the Newsletter. 
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tigers! They asked for my books. I told them that I had no books. I 
only had the Gospel of Luke and the New Testament. They tied my 
hands and took me in for questioning. My mother was there at the 
time. She started to cry. They took me to the police station in the next 
village. They also took Br. Lazar and Br. Lazar's father at the same 
time. We were interrogated and forced to chop wood for them, as if 
we were their slaves. But they did not arrest us yet, but let us return 
home. We were told not to have any more meetings. Of course, we 
didn't listen. We continued to hold meetings, sometimes in secret, 
and sometimes publicly. 

"The communist government was very afraid of the Bible. We 
were the only ones proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom—
that there would be another government established in place of 
communism. They considered that message to be a threat. 

"In 1959, December 13, at 5 a.m., three more policemen came to 
my door. I remember the Manna text well that day, 'Lay not this sin 
to their charge.' They demanded that I show my I.D. Since I had had 
the previous experience I knew not to keep any of my books at home, 
except the one I was currently studying, which was the 1st Volume. 
I also had the Bible, the Manna and the Hymn book—It was the nice 
one with musical notes! I was warned not to move. They put me under 
arrest. They searched the house and took everything, even things 
that were glued to the wall or covered. One of them had mercy on me. 
When the other two were ransacking the house he told me take more 
clothes. Then I was taken away. 

"We went to the village where they already were holding another 
brother. They put us in a room, each facing opposite walls so we 
couldn't see each other. After a while, they also brought Br. Lazar 
and Br. Lazar' s brother. All four of us were then transferred to a 
waiting truck. There were 12 security police with us. There were three 
assigned to watch each of us! They asked where I had put my chart. 
They were referring to our Chart of the Ages that Br. Szabo (the 
brother who first brought the truth to Romania, during Br. Russell's 
day) had brought to us from the U.S. Someone had translated it into 
Romanian and two sisters were sewing and embroidering it on a 
white piece of cloth. The security police thought it was a political 
chart, with our strategy and plans. 

"By that time we were approaching the city. They had put 
shackles on our feet. We were taken to the communist security police 
to be questioned. We were not allowed to see each other. They asked 
us our names. They had also brought a sister from another city, and 
had taken her clothes off to search her. They questioned us about a 
button on one of our coats as they thought it was a military insignia. 
They demanded to know what it was. They took away my belt and 
my shoe laces and glasses, tied my hands behind my back, and put 
me in a jail cell. In the cell was another man who had been alone. His 
only companion had been a fly which he took care of so he could 
have a companion. 

"They investigated me for four months. I was taken to a small 
room and put in a chair in the corner. The chair was nailed to the floor. 
They would ask you some questions, then let you go back to your 
cell and think about them. This went on from Dec. 13 to April. 16—
four months. There were six brethren there, four from Romania, two 
from Russia, and one sister. April 16th we were taken to court. That' s 
when we saw each other for the first time. They had a Supreme 
Military court just for us. 

"During the investigation they had asked us what we believed 
and why. We were told our meetings were illegal. We always told 
them the truth about the Kingdom and that we were not afraid of 
them. When we were called to the witness stand they asked me to tell 
them about the permission of evil. They thought we said it was 
communism. We were sent back to our cells. 

"In the morning, the chief guard put eight of us in a four person 
cell. We were two in a bed. I was sentenced to 20 years in jail, and 
hard labor. Another brother was sentenced to 16 years, another 1 0 
years, 12 years, 15 years, etc. We thought it must be a joke. But, we 
found it wasn't a joke. We were given 20 grams of bread each day, 
and soup that would make you sick. Two brethren died in jail. We 
were told we were brought there for extermination. We had no rights 
or visitors. They would patrol with guns and big dogs. 

"The last day we were in jail was in 1963. The United Nations 
passed a resolution that Romania would not be recognized at the UN 
until they released all their political prisoners. They came to our cell 
and told us to leave as soon as possible and go home. We went to the 
train station and went home. I was one of the last to be released. 

"They asked me before I left: Do you still believe in your sect? 
I said, no, I never did, I believe in God. They said to each other, 'Look 
at him, he still hasn't reformed.' Then they told me to go home and 
become their informant. I refused. I was told that because I was not 
cooperative I must report to the police station every month. I told 
them I'd do that. Since I had been originally sentenced to more than 
15 years hard labor, I still had to wear a chain on my foot. 

"That year, the brethren had the Memorial outside of the village, 
in a hidden place." 

Br. loan Galis, Romania 
"We would have our largest meetings in a valley. We would have a 
one day convention and brethren would gather from all over the 
country, sometimes up to 150 at a time. The securitate would come 
to the meetings and would collect money from the brethren so they 
would be allowed to go free. Sometimes it cost the brethren up to a 
year's salary to pay the securitate for their liberty. 

"I want to relate about one particular meeting on April 5, 1970. 
Some agents of the Orthodox priests had called the securitate to 
report us. Four agents from the securitate and from the local police 
came and surrounded our meeting/prayer house. They knew our 
beliefs. It was illegal for us to speak about them. When I had been 
at work they had come and warned me that I was in great danger 
because I had my religious books. 

"I was arrested and taken to stand in a very small room for a long 
time. I was then taken to the city to be questioned for one month. 
They were making a file on us and doing quite a bit of research about 
the brethren. They put us under alot of pressure when we were being 
questioned. They asked us personal questions about ourselves for 
one or two days but the rest of the questioning was about the other 
brethren. There were three of us in three different interrogation 
rooms. They were asking us all the same questions and seeing if our 
answers matched. The other brethren were being put in jeopardy. 

"I was praying throughout the day because I didn't know what the 
other two brothers were saying about the brethren. It was a miracle 
how God answered my prayers. I was in a cell, three meters by three 
meters, with two small windows to the east and a door to the west. 
I woke up at 3 a.m. hearing someone singing hymns. I thought I must 
be dreaming. Br. Cornel Negrea was in another cell nearby, with 
windows very close to my own. Before this, I had no idea where the 
other brothers were. He was singing hymns. God began to work in 
my thoughts and I wondered to myself, How can I ask Br. Cornel what 
he said about the brethren because the guards were patrolling the 
halls outside our cells. I started to tap on my windows and went to 
my door. There was a very small space between my cell and his. I 
started to call softly, "Br. Cornel, Br. Cornet." I then noticed that the 
guard had fallen asleep. I was able to ask Br. Cornel what he had said 
about the other brethren. He was able to answer me in a few words. 
I praised God and had peace of mind because I could see that our 
testimonies matched and it gave me the courage I needed." I:I 
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Conventions 
"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" Psalms 133:1 

April 2-4 Winnipeg, Manitoba. Winnipeg Bible Students Annual. 
Airliner Inn. Five speakers. Details available from secretary: Elinor 
Rozmus, Winnipeg Bible Students, Box 217, Winnipeg, MB R3C 
2G9, Canada. Phone: (204) 633-2523. E-mail: 
wpgbible@escape.ca  

April 9, 10 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students, 
Bastyr Naturopathic University (formerly St. Thomas Center), 
14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell, WA. (206) 823-1300. Secretary: 
Mrs. Donald Nussel, P.O. Box 17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. 
Phone: (206) 783-7564. 

April 13-18 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students. 
Ramada Inn DFW/West, 2155 West Airport Freeway (Hwy. 183), 
Euless, TX. Send reservations to Fort Worth Bible Students, P.O. Box 
4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone: (817)590-9379. 

May 1,2 Detroit, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of 
Metropolitan Detroit Spring Annual. Garden City High School, 
6500 Middlebelt, Garden City, MI 48135. For information: Anne 
Kwolek, 38231 Richland, Livonia, MI 48150. Phone: (734) 542-
9898. 

May 1,2 Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students Annual. 
Howard Johnson, 400 New Britain Avenue, Plainville, CT. 
Secretary: Janice Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East Hartford, CT 
06108. Phone: (860) 289-0116. 

May 22,23 Vancouver, British Columbia. Vancouver Ecclesia 
Annual. Seventh Day Adventist Church, 5350 Baillie Street. 
Programs from secretary: Barbara Ann Smith, 1787 148A Street, 
Surrey, BC V4A 6G5, Canada. 

May 29,30 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St. Louis. 
Holiday Inn-South, 1-55 & Butler Hill Road. Eight speakers. For 
programs/information: Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek Drive, St. 
Louis, MO 63129. Phone: (314) 846-6860. E-mail: 
PKRobinson@aol.com  

June 5,6 Denver, Colorado. Colorado Bible Students Quarterly 
Mini-Convention. For details and location: Phone: Br. Jim Moss, 
(303) 238-4936. E-mail: Learn Bible @ aol.com  or 
ldavis@ jeffco.k12.co.us  

Other mini-conventions for 1999 will be held October 2,3 and 
December 4,5. 

June 5,6 Waterbury, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students 
Annual. Saturday will be in Morris, CT; Sunday will be at the 
Litchfield Fire House, Litchfield, CT. For information and 
programs: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, do Waterbury Bible Students, 
PO Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721-1494. E-mail: 
Tsimonis@aol.com  

June 19,20 Hope, Indiana. Hope Bible Students Annual. Ramada 
Inn, Shelbyville, IN Five speakers. Details from secretary: Sandy 
Chastain, 4688 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone: (812)-378-
9757, Email: SandyChastain@juno.com  

June 25-27 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish 
Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street S.E. Reservations: Mrs. Jerry 
Andrus, 3105 Inland Dr. S., Salem OR 97302. Phone: (503) 363-
9550. 

July 2-4 Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. North Saskatchewan Bible 
Students. East Central School, Hwy #302 East. Secretary: Lillian 
Boychuk, Box 670, Wakaw, SK SOK 4P0, Canada. Phone: (306) 233-
5171. 

July 3-5 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Bible Students Congregation of 
New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison, NJ. 
Eight speakers. Special sessions: Mini-Discourse Symposium on the Life 
of David; Kernel Point Discussion on the churches coming back to 
power(Dan.2/Rev.17); Panel discussion: "The Prophetic Puzzle: Fitting in 
the Final Pieces." Contact: Mrs. Robert Ostry, 19 Park Ave., Green Brook, 
NJ 08812. Phone: (732) 424-8372. E-mail: ostry@erols.com  

August 11-15 Columbus, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias 25th Annual. 
Ramada University Hotel, 3110 Olentangy River Road, Columbus, OH 
43202.Phone (614) 267-7461. Details from Secretary: Tim Alexander, 193 
Brownsfell Drive, Columbus, 01143235. Phone: (614) 846-2031. E-mail: 
TimBAlex@aol.com  

September 4-6 Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban Bible Students 
Annual. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd. & Roosevelt 
Road, Glen Ellyn, IL. Seven speakers. Accommodations 
Coordinator: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles Ave., Villa 
Park, IL 60181. Phone: (630) 833-7110. 

September 4-5 Sunnyvale, California. Antioch Bible Students 
Annual. Ramada Inn of Silicon Valley, 1217 Wildwood Avenue. 
Study on Faith. Secretary: Bonnie Bennett, 2400 Natoma Station 
Drive #136, Folsom, CA 95630. Phone: (916) 985-9614. 

September 25,26 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual. Y.W.C.A., 188 N. Wayne Street, Phone: (937) 773-6626. 
Five speakers. Programs and information from secretary: Richard 
Peddemors, PO Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356. Phone: (937) 492-8610. 

October 9,10 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Ecclesia. Secretary: Jackie Lancaster, PO Box 13155, San Antonio, 
TX 78213-0155. E-mail: corlan  @ stic.net  

October 29-31 Irwin, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible Students 
Annual. Conley Inn, Irwin PA. Five speakers. Information from 
Secretary: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive, 
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (724) 258-2585. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 

Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 
1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and 
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. 
Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of 
convention listings for publication. News items should be verified before 
submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com  
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Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 1999 

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 

. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. -- Rev. 15:5-8. 

.. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Neb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
. . . that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; lsa. 35. 
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