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First Mission to Siberia
Br. Jerry Leslie of Portland, Oregon, Sr.
Cher-El Hagensick of Chicago, Illinois,
Sr. Zoriana Dowhan of Ukraine, and Br.
Vasea Neagu of Moldova spent two weeks
in August visiting brethren and following
up on a list of names in Siberia.
The following account was
extracted from a report
submitted by Br. Jerry Leslie.
We commend the full report to
all our readers. See Greetings
below. Ed.

There are those we found in
Siberia that are indeed humble,
dependable, sincere seekers of
truth. These Bible Students are
full of questions and eager to
explore the Harvest Message.
They are also somewhat cautious of thoughts not heard before, but willing to be persuaded
with Scriptural precedent. They
are also active in sharing what
they have and in witnessing.
To understand the brethren in Siberia,
one must understand something of the
history of endurance and persecution in
this area.
One sister was deported from Germany,
Poland and Ukraine in 1945 to
Nowosibirsk, Siberia. As a young girl in
the truth, she was assigned 20 years of
hard labor. She was required to milk 20

cows, three times a day. If the quota was
not met, her food supply was reduced.
After her hands became infected and unable to keep up, she nearly starved to
death on the rations. She resorted to eat-

Sisters at the home of Sr Emma Meyer (right)

ing grass and feeding two children potato
skins to survive. She was then deported to
Kazakstan for the next 30 years where the
labor was less intense on a communal
farm. Only after Gorbachev's amnesty
program in 1991 was she able to return to
Germany and be reunited with Bible Students Classes there.
Another sister in Ukraine spent 11
years of labor in Siberia after which she

Greetings in the Lord
We greet you belatedly but joyfully at the
conclusion of an eight months' project—
the 25th Anniversary edition of the Bible
Students Newsletter attached.
As explained earlier, this Fall issue is
just one-half the size of our usual one.
Other sections have been held for the
Winter issue as there is abundant reading
content in the special edition. Our Afflicted, Bereaved and Isolated as well as
our New Brethren are included for your
information and prayers.
The introduction given above to our
brethren in Siberia is both a refreshing

and deeply moving account of how the
unshackled Truth has reached one of
earth's remotest bound in less than 10
years since the Iron Curtain was removed.
Br. Jerry Leslie's account of this thrilling
privilege of his and others in Siberia was
reduced about one-half due to lack of
space. The full account has already been
received by those on E-mail, but those
without it may request Br. Leslie's entire
report by contacting the Newsletter at the
mailing address on the back panel.
To the Lord be all the praise and glory!

returned to rebuild her life. Most of those
remaining in Siberia have no homes to
return to in their native country or have
now established a simple but adequate
means to survive in Siberia with their
families.
This persecution was mainly
for the assertion of a hope in the
Kingdom or possession of
unsanctioned literature. The
time in prison broke the initiative of some who now have a
sense only to be directed and
defer responsibility. Others
found ways to survive by turning every advantage to themselves. Others became very suspicious of anyone who inquires
of their personal lives. Others,
while deeply humbled, held tenaciously to their faith at whatever cost and are now fiercely
independent.
The brethren in Siberia have had a
relatively short time of freedom and very
little contact with the west. Their literature consists mainly of an old translation
of Volume I, some hand copies of the
Manna and song book, and whatever other
literature can be translated for the others.
During a meeting at the home of Sr.
Emma Meyer in Tulun the story surfaced
of Bible Students beginnings in Siberia.
Several of the brethren emerged and bound
together in the 1950's while still under
the watchful eye of the communist government and the KGB. It should be noted
that it was Br. Roman Kopak of Bialogard,
Poland who managed to deliver some truth
literature to his brother-in-law Stefan
Waziwoda, who was in exile in Siberia.
Stefan became convinced of the message
and consecrated. Henceforth Br.
Waziwoda became active in separating
certain brethren from the associations of
Jehovah's Witnesses and Baptist where
they had become lumped together during
their deportations and labor camps.
Though Br. Waziwoda later returned to
Poland and died there in 1955, his proteges, Brs. Afanasi Donczuk, Stefan
See Siberia page 6
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever."

■ Br. and Sr. Herschel Moreland (1205 Highland Drive,
Chattanooga, TN 37405) Br. Al and Sr. Diane Gebarowski write:
"Dear Brethren, We would like you to know about two
brethren in our class who are having some difficult circumstances in their walk with the Lord . . . our dear Br. Herschel
Moreland, at age 92, recently had triple bypass! And, except for
an unfortunate accident where he sustained second and third
degree burns on his leg in a health facility and needed a skin
graft, he is doing well. His wife Sr. Lucille, has been in attendance and helping in anyway she can. At the same time as all this
has been going on, the Morelands' only child, adult daughter
Lynda was discovered to have a football-sized tumor in her
kidney and had to have the kidney removed. Surgery seems to
have been successful and at this time all are recovering.
"Any brethren wishing to send a note would provide a great
encouragement. If you would prefer to E-mail, we will be happy
to print out your message and give it to them.
jeffg @ chattanooga .ne t"
■ The family of Sr. Elsie Peters was touched by the many
messages to her during her hospital and nursing home stay.
"Your cards and E-mail messages, flowers and visits were a
source of comfort to her. She read and reread your sweet
messages to her. We would like to especially thank you for your
prayers, cards and flowers to us after her change. We were
overwhelmed with the love expressed, especially for her. God
bless each one of you! 'Blest be the tie that binds."'
■ Sr. Susan Shultz (1754 27th St., Columbus, IN 47201)
suffered a vicious attack by a dalmatian dog the end of July
while working as a residential appraiser, which required
extensive emergency measures, surgeries and much suffering.
But this is not the end of it. More pain and surgeries await her but
she is accepting the experience as by the Lord's permission. Sr.
Susan's words which follow manifest much gratitude toward the
brethren while continuing to trust the outcome to the Lord:
"Although my leg continues to heal very slowly, I know it will
be many months before it will be even close to being right. I
continue to have infection around the wound; however, it too is
slowly getting better. This week the doctor finally cleared me to
go back to work slowly. So, I am trying to take it easy for now.
"I have already had two surgeries and my next surgery is
scheduled for mid-December. At this time they will try to do
some reconstructive work to shape the leg to be normal. I am just
hoping that one more surgery will be enough, Lord willing.
"I am thankful for the many lessons this experience has
taught me. Most of all, how to take so much help from the
brethren. They have all been so wonderful and I don't know how
my daughter and I would have made it through without their
help.
"I do continue to ask for an interest in your prayers. I am
really dreading all of the legal hassles that will follow when my
physical problems are over. I just pray that I can handle them in
ways that will be pleasing to the Lord. The dog remains in the
owner's back yard and has not been destroyed as yet. My hands
are tied because in Indiana there is a One Bite Free law that
allows the owners to keep the dog. I only pray that the next time
it attacks someone, that it won't be a child."
■ Br. Norman Zendler (20 Devonshire, Pleasant Ridge, MI
48069). His wife Sr. Gloria writes: "Dear Ones in the Lord, We
are uplifted and humbled by the outpouring of love from the

Psa. 73:26

brethren in response to the news that Br. Norm suffered a fall and
a broken pelvis in June. While working on a roof about 30 feet
above ground he was attacked by a swarm of wasps and stung
several times. As he was attempting to wave them away he lost
his balance and fell to the ground. He is grateful to the Lord for
the overrulings in this experience. While he is taking the
experience as part of his 'cup,' that he willingly drinks, his
recuperation will be long and painful.
"There have been so many messages of encouragement and
love that we have been staggered with the thought of all the
prayers that have ascended on our behalf. We are very thankful
to our heavenly Father for the wonderful family he has given us
in Christ and for the love and concern shown by each member of
it. God bless you all. Br. Norm and Sr. Gloria"
■ Sr. Marion Ketko's request for prayers by the brethren has
been sent by Sr. Carrie Dievendorf of the North Suburban
Detroit Bible Students. Sr. Marion of the Detroit area was happy
to learn of this new method (E-mail) of communication. She has
had some health problems and also a serious operation in the
past which makes it difficult for her to get out in more frequent
fellowship with the brethren.
■ Br. George Balko suffered a major stroke on August 10.
Presently Br. George has right sided paralysis and difficulty
speaking; his mind has not been affected and for this the family
is very grateful. Progress is being made in his therapy sessions,
but much more improvement is hoped for.
His daughter Sr. Debbie says that Brother George would love
to hear messages from the brethren as he is very encouraged by
their love and prayers.
Brother George's present address: George Balko, Integrated
Health Services of Greater Pittsburgh, 890 Weatherwood Lane,
Greensburg, PA 15601
■ Br. Samuel and Sr. Amick Stalder (Mittelstr 3, 6712
Bobenheim, Roxheim, Germany) wish to express their
thankfulness to all the brethren who sent messages of sympathy
and prayers in the loss of their dear father Br. Kurt. "Our mother
Sr. Kathy wants to thank you too. She is recovering from
exhaustion."
■ Sr. Debbie McClellan (4421 29th Street, Columbus, IN
47203-3234) had been suffering severe abdominal pain
throughout this past year. They had accepted the fact that
exploratory surgery was necessary which was scheduled for
Monday, September 21. On September 22 her husband, Br. Larry
writes of the surgical findings and of their thanks and
appreciation of the brethren's concerns:
"...Lord willing, Sr. Debbie's suffering is over for a while. The
surgery today was successful in revealing the source of Debbie's
severe pain. The doctor said it was an inflamed cyst on her right
ovary that had ruptured and inflamed the ovary, causing much
swelling and pain. They took medical procedures to make the
swelling go down and relieve the pain. Debbie can now go on
medicine that should keep this from happening again.
"Debbie is at home feeling much better now.
"How you have touched our hearts and lovingly encouraged
Sr. Debbie and me with your kind expressions of concern, and
reminders of God's precious promises.
"Your prayers were felt, and your loving sentiments were
See Afflicted page 5
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Entered Into Rest
"...When he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him."

■ Sr. Elsie (Marten) Peters finished her consecrated walk of 62
years on July 1 at the age of 95 years. Her father saw the PhotoDrama in 1915 and brought home a Pax pin which she proudly
wore to school at 11 years of age.
She was brought up in the
Lutheran faith and had a keen
interest in the Bible. She inquired
of the minister why they had
bazaars and rummage sales in the
church when Jesus chased out the
money changers from the Temple.
He told her "You are right little girl
but we must do this to keep the
people coming to church." She
was confirmed in the Lutheran
Church at the age of thirteen.
She married Theodore Marten,
Sr. in 1923 and had two children:
Sr. Elsie Peters
Elsie May and Theodore, Jr. In
1932 Elsie May died at the age of seven. The Lutheran minister
could not say for sure that she was in heaven since no one had
ever returned from there. A family friend Elizabeth Schwann, a
German sister in the Truth came to comfort them and told them
of the special promises of the resurrection of children back to
earth from the land of the enemy—death. (Jer. 31: 15-17) It was
a wonderful message of hope that they needed. When the doctor
told them a few months before that they were going to have
twins, she kneeled by her bed and prayed to the Lord that if it was
His will one would be a girl to make up for the loss of their
firstborn Elsie Mae. The birth of twins Joanne and James, was a
great comfort to them and their brother Ted, Jr. Sister Schwann
continued to visit them and tell them of the wonderful Plan of
God. The reestablishment of the Chicago Ecclesia about 1933,
was a source of rich blessing to them. They each began to attend
the meetings on alternate Sundays so one could stay home with
the children. They were both immersed in 1936. In 1937 Br.
Marten suffered a ruptured appendix and died leaving her with
three children to raise. She moved in with her parents and took
care of them until they died, her mother in 1938 and her Father
in 1952 at the age of 95. She met Br. John Peters when he began
to attend the Chicago Ecclesia. He was immersed in 1953. She
married Br. John in 1954 and they enjoyed 42 years together
until Br. John died in 1996. Sr. Elsie was a member of the
Chicago Bible Students for 50 years and met with the West
Suburban Bible Students for 12 years. She was known as a great
comforter to the brethren by her correspondence throughout her
consecrated life. She is survived by her three children: Br.
Theodore Marten, Joanne Haig, and Br. James Marten. Br.
Edmund Jezuit gave her funeral witness to family, friends and
many neighbors.
■ Sr. Caroline Stocki finished her consecrated walk of 70 years
on June 24 in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. She was 92 years of
age. She is survived by three foster children: Br. Fred
Yasinchuk, Sr. Anne (wife of Br. Frank) Boychuk, and Nancy
Shahan Sr. Caroline's husband Br. Ignace, died in 1976.
Br. and Sr. Stocki were well known for the annual conventions they hosted between the 1930's and 1960's. Hundreds of
brethren from Canada, United States and abroad converged on
their farm in Tarnopol, Saskatchewan to share the message of
Truth and fellowship. Br. Christian Zahnow was one who served
the convention numerous times.

James 1:12

The interment on June 29 was in the Tarnopol Bible Students
Cemetery. The land for the cemetery had been donated by Br.
Ignace Stocki as a resting place for brethren of the area.
Communications with the family may be sent to: 263 Moray
Street, Winnipeg, MB R3J 3A4 Canada. Phone: (204) 888-7084;
E-mail: j-boychuck@ducks.ca.
■ Br. Gunnar Johnson age 89, finished his earthly course on
August 11, in St. Joseph, Michigan. Br. Gunnar was a widower
for the last 11 years. Born and raised in a Truth home where he
lived in Coloma, MI, he married Sr. Helen and both were
immersed 30 years ago. His father and mother met Br. Russell
and they entertained many pilgrims. Br. Gunnar continued to
have Bible studies in his home with only two other brethren until
his health failed and he entered a nursing facility. His service
was attended by 75 relatives and friends, most of them hearing
the message for the first time. The attention was very good, and
a number of the relatives expressed their appreciation of the
message. Br. Edmund Jezuit officiated by Br. Gunnar's request.
■ Sr. Jane L. Herritt, born February 1, 1900, in Laurelville,
Ohio died May 1 at age 98. Her experiences in life covered a
large portion of the changes brought about by the Second
Presence of our Lord. She marveled at
the increase of knowledge that she
had witnessed first hand, and spoke
about it till the time of her death. She
was raised on a farm so the
improvements that made her father's
life easier were the ones she
appreciated most. "The combine was
a miracle machine," she said. Sr. Jane
came to Columbus, Ohio at age 18 to
find a job. Her parents' religion
included eternal torment which she
could never accept, and was probably
why she was drawn to the Watch
Tower Society's teachings, and she
Sr. Jane L. Herritt
consecrated in 1937.
She attended the historic meeting held in Columbus, Ohio in
1931 when the name was changed from "Bible Students" to
"Jehovah's Witnesses." "I didn't like it from the very beginning." The character exhibited in the new organizational attitude disappointed her. "The Truth was compromised more and
more."
She tried to do the work required by the organization but
couldn't keep up with it and left the Society in 1949.
"I didn't meet with anyone until I met Sr. Grace Reader who
was meeting with a small group."
In 1991 Sr. Jane broke her hip and suffered a second fall in
December, 1997. Her health failed from that time until her death
on May 1. Her mind was sharp until just a few days before she
died. "Nothing shall hurt nor destroy in all God's holy mountain," she would repeat over and over. Br. Owen Kindig had her
funeral service.
■ Br. Edward Worfler, Elder in the New York Ecclesia, entered
into rest on September 4 at 81 years of age. He is survived by his
wife Rita (252 Harbor Lane E, Massapequa Park, NY 11762), a
son and two daughters—one is Sr. Carol Dupall (55 Brockmeyer
Drive, Massapequa Park, NY 11758) Br. Robert Gorecki
See Deaths page 4
officiated at his service.
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Serving Our Brethren
"In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works." Titus 2:7

Romania Report
Many brethren in the United States and
Canada responded to the recent fire in
Cluj, Romania. Donations of $5,575 were
received by the Miami Valley Bible
Students to assist in the rebuilding of the
garage that was destroyed. This money,
along with $6,000 of humanitarian aid for
Romania and Moldova, was transmitted
on May 1, by wire transfer, to the Bible
Students Association in Cluj.
Substantial donations from other
sources were also received by the brethren in Cluj to cover their losses. The French
brethren coordinated the effort to replace
the van. A new vehicle was received in
time for use as transportation to the International Convention.
Miami Valley Bible Students is the
administrator of the Romania/Moldova
Fund. We are thankful to the Lord for the
opportunity to help our brethren in foreign lands. We wish to express our gratitude to all the brethren who have given so
generously to meet that need. The balance
in the fund, as of September 1, was
$4,713.51. The bulk of these funds will be
transferred to Cluj for humanitarian aid in
both Romania and Moldova.

Deaths

From page 3

New Secretaries:
Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit
Anne Kwolek
28231 Richland
Livonia, MI 48150
Phone: (734) 542-9898
Correction:
Akron Bible Students
Joanne Klich
1072 Elno Avenue
Kent, OH 44240

New Area Code:
Connellsville Bible Students
Mrs. Wesley Cramer
29 Lakeview Dr.
Monongahela, PA 15063
Phone: (724) 258-2585

Foreign Address Change:
Lev and Hava Bausch
PO Box 1877
Tiberias, Israel

■

Sr. Margaret Krumpolt of
Cape Elizabeth, Maine finished
her earthly course on June 5 in her
104th year. She died in the
nursing home where she had been
residing the past four years. Sr.
Margaret was married to the late
Br. Arthur Krumpolt. She had met
Br. Russell when she was a young
girl. She was a member of the
Hampton, NH Ecclesia for the past
50 years.
She leaves a niece Betty Davis,
her only surviving relative, (313
Spurwink Ave., Cape Elizabeth,
Sr. Margaret Krumpolt
ME 04107).
Br. Ron Batchelder of Hampton, NH, officiated at her funeral
and gave a witness of God's Plan to many of her friends.

■ Sr. Florence Home Williams of Tallulla, Louisiana died May
31 after a long illness. Born in the Truth in Louisville, Alabama,
she was the youngest daughter of Nation Walter Home.
She is survived by her husband Perry, a son Evan and a
daughter Sandra all of 706 Desota, Tallulla, LA 71282. Also a
brother Clenton Williams, 751 Lanier Street, Chickasaw, AL
36611.

Help Sought for Daughter's
Care
Sr. Carol C. Hopkins, (1 Heath Spur,
Ledyard, CT 06339. Phone: (860) 4641231) will be completing her MBA in
November 1998 and returning to work in
January 1999. She would like to have a
sister in the Truth live with her and her
daughter (age 10) to care for her daughter
in the absence of her mother. This will be
a paid position. More details are available
for those interested. She is active in the
Groton-New London Connecticut
Ecclesia, which is family-oriented,
meeting often with surrounding
ecclesias. The sister staying with them
would be free to attend meetings and
conventions.

Ecclesia Name Change:
Northern Suburban Bible Students
changed to
North Suburban Detroit Bible Students
PO Box 3261
Southfield, MI 48037-3261

■ Br. Chauncey Cole, a longtime member of the Albuquerque
Bible Students, died September 25. Br. Chauncey was 94 years
old.
He is survived by his wife Sister Dorothy. Cards or messages
may be sent to: Mrs. Chauncey Cole, 3524 12th Street NW,
Albuquerque, NM 87107.
■ Br. Kurt Stalder of Germany died in late July after a long
illness. His son Br. Samuel writes: "He had been bedfast the past
year and suffered much the last ten weeks. He was immersed in
1949 in Berlin and was a beloved elder of the class in
Frankenthal (south of Frankfurt) until his health failed. As long
as he was able to understand he showed his faith and hope." He
is survived by his wife Sr. Kathy and his only son Br. Samuel. See
Afflicted.

■ Sr. Margaret Wancheck of Wilmington, Delaware, died
September 13 at the age of 96 years. Sr. Margaret moved to
Wilmington from Warren, Ohio in 1989 and was part of the
former Newark, Delaware class, with meetings held in her
apartment for five years. She moved to a nursing home in 1995
and her condition slowly deteriorated after that.
Sr. Margaret's life was filled with many tragedies, including
the death of her husband when she was only 25 years old, two of
her sons, a sister, and most recently her beloved grandson just
last year. Being a young widow with four small children, she
See

Deaths page 6
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New Brethren in Christ
"...No man taketh this honor unto himself but he that is called of God, as was Aaron."

Heb. 5:4

Immersions 1998
At Fort Worth, TX June 11:
Br. Erwin Merritt Jr., of Long Beach, CA heard the
"Divine Plan" program on TV.
At Portland, OR June 27:
Sr. Glenda Hawke, heard the good news from Br. Tim
Krupa.
At Frankfurt, KY July 18:
Sr. Fran Young, Muncie Bible Students, received
witness from Br. Dennis Stansberry.
At Johnstown, PA July 25:
Sr. Stephanie Haase, Milwaukee Ecclesia, a fourth
generation Bible Student.
Br. Erwin Merritt Jr.

Afflicted

From page 2

greatly appreciated throughout our test of faith. We feel very
privileged to have such a loving, caring family in Christ. The
Lord be praised for his wondrous mercy and graciousness...and
for covering us with the 'wings of his promises. — Psalms 91
■ Sister Marge Peters of the North Suburban Detroit Bible
Students Ecclesia (PO Box 3261, Southfield, MI 48037-3261)
has had an illness for some time and her condition has recently
become worse; the blood flow to the brain and arms is very
restricted and can be life-threatening.
She had an invasive operation for arterial blockage in the
upper limbs on August 13. It was not successful and bypass
surgery was necessary. Sister Marge expresses love to all the
brethren. She continues to rejoice in the Lord, her Master, and
the Harvest Truth of "wonderful meat in due season."
■ Sister Victoria Shaw c/o Jackie Lancaster, 2288 Timber
Creek Road, Pipe Creek, TX 78063. Sr. Shaw' s daughter, Sr.
Jackie had given this report at the time of her mother's
hospitalization:
"She has gangrene in her right foot, congestive heart failure,
severe blockage in some arteries and three aneurysms. Now she
is in intensive care and stabilized and in excellent spirits. All
operations are postponed for now. The Lord has overruled and
we rejoice in His promises. We ask an interest in your prayers as
we pray for all the dear brethren."
We are happy to report Sr. Shaw's amazing recovery and her
words of gratitude follow:
"I want to thank all the brethren who wrote and sent me cards
and prayers on my behalf. And as the Bible says '...the prayers
of a righteous man availeth much...' so it did in my case because
I am doing well. I am getting stronger daily and hope to be
walking on my own soon! I am happy to be back in the class
again and enjoying the studies very much."
■ Brother Bruce Ewen (28 years of age) who has studied with
several of the Detroit area ecclesias is in need of the prayers of
all our brethren. According to those able to visit with him, he is
holding tightly to the promises. Br. Bruce was in Harper Hospital
in Detroit recovering from an operation to reduce the acidity in

Sr. Fran Young

his digestive tract and to remove some small tumors on his
pancreas. As an update, Br. Ewen has not been home since last
April. He has spent his time between hospitals and nursing
homes all summer. He feels very blessed in these trials because
he has had some wonderful opportunities to present the Truth to
many people that he might not otherwise have met. He has also
placed quite a few Volumes, sets, and other printed matter
during these past two years in which he has been experiencing
problems from the MEN syndrome.
An update Sept. 22 on Br. Bruce from Sr. Ruth Cunningham:
"He wishes to thank the brethren for their outpouring of love and
sympathy on his behalf. He has received many messages and
appreciates each one. He would also like to send along Psalm
46:10,11. He said that the doctors have told him his operation
was a complete failure...since his affected pancreas could not be
removed his stomach may have to be removed."
An E-mail from Sr. Debbie Atkison September 28 brought
some exciting news: "It seems that the doctors have taken
another Xray of Br. Bruce's stomach and find that all the
ulcerations and other damage that was there before is now
completely cleared up. They have no way to explain it. Br. Bruce
still has a very high acid level in his stomach so the syndrome is
not gone, but we still rejoice in his recovery from the bad
stomach problems."
Br. Bruce has left the hospital, and can be reached through the
Oakland County Bible Students, Mrs. Dan Monette, 29575
Herbert, Madison Heights, MI 48071

■ Br. Kornelius Driedger of Rosetown, Saskatchewan left on
a trip by car to visit relatives in Kansas. On his way back he
suffered a heart seizure at age 77.
In the hospital he underwent a heart catherization which
indicated the need of immediate surgery. Quadruple bypass was
performed the next day. "A healthy recovery is expected," the IC
nurse said.
Arrangements for the care and return of Br. Komelius' car
were made with the Denver brethren. They also gave him much
love and comfort in his affliction.
Br. Komelius wishes to extend his heartfelt thanks to the
Denver brethren and to the brethren of his class in Saskatchewan
for their loving concern and prayers. ❑
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relied heavily on the Lord, often saying, "I couldn't have raised
my children without the Lord's help." She and her husband had
learned about the Truth from a colporteur, and Sr. Margaret was
immersed in 1930. She was soon severely tested when her oldest
son drowned at the age of 14. When her mind began to fail, the
one thing she never forgot was Br. Zahnow's words to her, "The
Lord knows all about it."
Sr. Margaret is survived by her beloved and attentive daughter, Dorothy Lindy of Wilmington, and a son Frank of Warren,
Ohio. The funeral service was conducted by Br. David Hauke.

■ Sr. Mary Holanda of Milwaukee, Wisconsin died on July 14
at 94 years of age. She was the last of the Milwaukee Polish Bible
Students and a good example of Christ likeness to all including
the young people who started out
in the Polish class. [The English
classes were formed in 1938]
Sr. Mary was the widow of Br.
Andrew for 36 years. Two of their
four children survive: Irene
Holanda (14276 S. 14th Street,
Apt. 3, Milwaukee, WI 53221)
and Raymond; five grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.
Sr. Holanda was a great help to
her husband in many ways, one in
typing his sermons which he wrote
and read on his radio program.
She entertained many visiting
Sr. Mary Holanda
brethren, and faithfully visited the
sick and isolated in their homes and the nursing homes.
Sr. Mary was greatly blessed by her daughter Irene who gave
her constant care to the last, laying down her life for a saint.
Br. Peter Pazucha officiated at Sr. Mary's funeral noting what
an inspiration she had been to all who knew her.
Siberia

From page 1

Halushko and Zhenia Sirmulis carried on
with the message among a committed
circle of Bible Students. Br. Afanasi is
now dead but his wife still lives in Tulun.
Questions at the Meyer home found
them firm in the faith of Jesus' return in
1874, Israel as the earthly blesser seed of
Abraham, the Chart of the Ages, and
Brother Russell as the Seventh Messenger. They could not say for sure if the
spiritual seed was complete. They understand the Harvest was just 40 years and
expected that the wheat would all be gathered home by that time. Yet they were
trusting in God's grace to deal with their
consecrations and sacrifices as he sees
best. They were unaware of Brother
Russell's later treatments on this subject.
In later meetings during the week we
were invited to speak. Br. Vasea Neagu
and I used subjects on Harvest Parables,
Hope, Second Presence, Witnesses of the
Spirit, and the Chart of the Ages. Extended question sessions followed each
day and seldom did anyone retire before
one a.m. Their most urgent need and re-

■ Br. Jack Specht of Middletown, New York finished his
earthly walk on August 30 at 80 years of age. Br. Jack was
injured in an automobile accident on May 29 and had been
hospitalized since and died of complications. "Br. Jack's loving
attitude and example will be missed here in Middletown." He
had been a Jehovah's Witness prior to coming into the truth and
appreciated the love that the brethren showed to him and his wife
Sr. Helen.
"Br. Jack was often seen shedding a sympathizing tear for the
groaning creation and tears of joy when he would think of the
great love of his heavenly Father towards the church and all the
families of the earth."
Sr. Helen's address is: 447 Eagle's Nest Road, Bloomingburgh,
NY 12721.
■ Br. Chester Wasilewski was born August 27, 1917 and died
August 2. He survived open heart surgery two years ago but
never fully recovered. About six months ago he developed
leukemia that took him in three weeks after diagnosis.
He was born the seventh child of immigrant Polish parents in
Perth Amboy, NJ. At age 17, due to his father's illness, he was
asked to take his place in work and thus became the support for
the whole family during the depression years. He was still caring
for his aged parents in 1951 when he met his future wife.
After surgery for cancer in 1947 he was given a year to live.
At this time he made a consecration to live his remaining years
in the Lord's service. His wife Sr. Olivia states "We thank you
most sincerely for your kind expression of sympathy and love
that has quite touched our hearts and made the transition less
painful. It is deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged
knowing that 'all things work together for good' even the loss of
our beloved husband, father, brother and friend." Mrs. Chester
Wasilewski, 711 Selfmaster Parkway, Union, NJ 07083. ❑

quest is for Russian translations of the
writings of Brother Russell. We left funds
in this class to install a telephone and for
their service and witness activities.
A telegram was sent to the town of
Kwitoc concerning our arrival by train on
Saturday. This was another six hours
northwest of Tulun by train. We took a
night train and arrived in the morning.
Not much sleep was realized that night.
We were met on arrival by two brethren in
two cars to transport us about 30 kilometers to the town and village. There we
slept a bit. Afterward we had some fellowship with an elderly Br. Trifon. It was here
that we learned the group in Kwitoc are
more aligned with teachings coming from
the Watchtower after Brother Russell's
death. Though they call themselves
Jehovah's Witnesses, they do not follow
teachings after about 1960 and are disappointed with the organization in America.
They have however adopted the ideas that
Adam will not be resurrected and Israel is
not part of the Abrahamic seed of blessing. They were less informed as to the
teachings of Brother Russell. We defined

our differences and were asked not to
speak on a number of subjects including
the High Calling or as they referred to the
spiritual class as the "remnant." I declined
to speak rather than speak and avoid the
issues.
They did want us to stay for the meeting the following day. But it seemed we
would have little opportunity to discuss
subjects near and dear to our hearts. This
turned out not to be so. Even though we
did not serve at the meeting there were a
number of individuals who wanted to discuss questions with us personally. It seems
some had been attending the meetings for
only a short time. Some of these were
anxious to ask questions and establish
Scriptural proof for many points. They
seemed genuinely pleased with the opportunity. One was originally from Romania and Br. Vasea was able to explain
aspects of the Chart extensively with him
in Romanian while all others around him
had no idea of the content of their animated discussion. It was our distinct impression that a few of the elders were
See Siberia next page
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Conventions
"Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places...."

Eph. 1:3

November 26-29 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia,
Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, Ohio. Study:
"Practical Examples for Christian Living from Heroes of Faith
and/or Saints." For programs/information: Violet Grable, 5644
Grove Road, Clinton, Ohio 44216. Phone: correction (330)
882-3309.

March 27, 28 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/
Chesapeake City Ecclesia Pre-Memorial, The Pilot School,
Garden of Eden Rd., Wilmington, Delaware. Five speakers.
Secretary: Mrs. A.T. Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New
Castle, Delaware 19720. Phone (302) 328-7673. Email
T7LARM 1874 @ aol .com

1999
February 13, 14 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students
of Central Ohio, Riverside Hospital Outpatient Care Center, 500
Thomas Lane, Columbus, Ohio 43214. Third annual theme
convention. Subject on the Book of Daniel. Secretary: Deborah
Stewart, 46 Millfield Ave., Westerville, Ohio 43081. Phone
(614) 890-1814.

May 1,2 Detroit, Michigan area. Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500
Middlebelt, Garden City, MI. Five speakers. For information:
Anne Kwolek, 28231 Richland, Livonia, MI 48150. Phone (734)
542-9898.

March 20, 21 Columbus, Ohio. Pre-Memorial, Columbus Ohio
Bible Students Ecclesia. Details later. Secretary: Rachel K.
Alexander, P.O. Box 24271, Columbus, Ohio 43224. Phone:
(614) 794-0712, (614) 759-1766. E-mail RKAlex@aol.com
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Siberia From previous page
attempting to shelter most of the congregation from views of which they were
unsure. However most of those present
seemed to be self-disciplined, reverent,
and self-sacrificing in respect to the kingdom hope.
Three of us visited the sole remaining
Synagogue in Irkutsk to deliver the video
tape Israel, Appointment with Destiny. The
Rabbi received it graciously and invited
us to stay for Sabbath services. Though he
said the Jewish presence had dropped
from 50,000 before the Second World
War to something a little more than 200,
we noticed that only 16-18 persons
showed up for the service.
Being a Jew in Russia today is not a
popular identity. We had the distinct impression of gratitude from these Jews for
Gentiles visiting and respecting their heritage. While in Tulun we asked the sisters
how many Jews remained in Russia. They
said at least two million or more, but that
their identities are usually hidden or submerged. They said many play key roles in
government, science, medicine, arts and
economy. My next question was what
would result in Russia if most or all of
these Jews were to leave the country?
There were several answers all acclaiming that there would be instant collapse of
government and economy resulting in

April 9, 10 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students,
Bastyr Naturopathic University (formerly St. Thomas Center),
14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell, WA. (206) 823-1300.
Secretary: Mrs. Donald Nussel, P.O. Box 17441, Seattle, WA
98107-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564.
Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in
1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

overnight anarchy. As we watched the
devaluation of the Russian ruble, trouble
in the Kremlin and of their disclaiming of
the Jews, we were reminded of the significant role of Israel in the last scenes of
these days.
A number of brethren tendered monetary assistance for the Siberia trip and
for those there. Others offered funds to be
used at our discretion in the earlier portion of our travels in Moldova and Romania or in Siberia as we saw the needs. We
tried to be proper stewards over these
generous offerings. Of all these funds we
used approximately 60 percent for the
Siberia mission, 25 percent for Moldova
and 15 percent for Romania. We wish to
express our thanks for these generous
free will offerings.
As for the purpose of the Siberia trip
we feel it had a large portion of the Lord's
blessing. We were able to contact a committed central core of Bible Students.
Though not informed on many details
which we have the privilege to explore,
they understand and accept the Plan and
are giving their lives in sacrifice in accordance with the Gospel purpose. We also
met a number of other Bible Students with
various levels of confusion on some doctrines and organizations. These have not
had access to comparative explanations
but were quite open to reasoning and most

all want more of the Truth literature in
their language. We were able to encourage all of these, that they are not alone in
their quest for truth and consecration values. Doors for further visits, specially
from Ukraine and Moldova, are open. Individual contacts, names and addresses
have been established for further communication. There is a number of names in
other areas of Siberia that were impossible to contact in two weeks.
We understand more of the Lord's
providence in bringing the Truth to this
remote region of the earth. We see something of the unique part of the world's
experiences that these brethren will be
able to represent in the Kingdom. We also
see their need concerning translation of
literature and are better able to cooperate
with those publishing the good news and
"faith once delivered unto the saints." ❑

The Lord's
Memorial Supper
Tuesday Evening,
March 30, 1999
(after six o'clock)
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Statement of Purpose
Sr. Ann Wittbrodt (1809 Bacon, Berkley, MI

48072) was recently admitted to the hospital in an
emergency. It seems she had fallen several times
through dizziness and was given a CAT scan.
Recently Sr. Ann had undergone cancer surgery. At
this writing she is out of the hospital.
She wishes to thank all of the brethren for their
calls, letters, E-mail, and especially their prayers.

Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 1998

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to Convention page for guidelines on the submission of
convention listings for publication. News items should be verified before
submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Neb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. —1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

