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Some Highlights of the Year 1997 
"Thou crownest the year with thy goodness" Psalms 65:11 

Privileges and Service 

The year began on a high note with the 
Israel Echoes gathering on February 
15,16 at Columbus, Ohio. The "Second 
Mission to Israel" in 1996 was reviewed 
and Israel's present and future prospects 
discussed from a Bible perspective. 

Last year India had two visitations by 
brethren from the States; 
Poland and Ukraine had one 
by Canadian brethren 
joined by one from the 
States. In every country the 
brethren found the friends 
thriving spiritually, al-
though there were temporal 
needs of more or less sever-
ity. One report on India 
pointed up a remarkable at-
titude: "Many Indian breth-
ren suffer physical ailments, 
yet they demonstrate great 
courage and faith, and 
uncomplainingly persevere 
in serving the Lord!" 

In Ukraine, despite the 
poor economy—low wages, many not paid 
in months—they said adverse conditions 
have not dwarfed their faith for, if faith-
ful, they anticipate helping mankind up 
the "highway of holiness" where "a feast 
of fat things" awaits all. 

The Eisenhower story sparked more 
than casual interest in this early Truth 
history Some responses came from out-
side the usual sources, one commending 
it for a wider circulation. 

Volumes in Many Tongues 
The spreading of the Truth, particu-

larly the understanding of it which is in 
the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scrip-
tures, continued far and wide this past 
year. The production of Volumes in Rus-
sian, Romanian, Bulgarian and now Finn-
ish languages is steadily progressing. In 
some of these countries brethren have 
been given the necessary technology to 
perform this holy work, and we are as-
sured that their hands have been strength-
ened by the prayers of saints encircling 
the globe. 

Works—Nominal and True 

In the ecclesiastical heavens, perhaps 
the outstanding event of the year is Cuba—
an atheistic dictatorship—declaring 
Christmas a national holiday in a friendly 
gesture to the Pope, John Paul II, who will 
visit the island early in 1998. 

Last summer in Indianapolis, the spirit 
of Protestant Babylon was manifested at a 

fair booth with invective and ridicule 
against the brethren who were displaying 
the Chart of the Ages and proclaiming the 
Truth. 

At the same time in Indiana, a brother 
was busy finishing an essay of 80 pages 
on "The Doctrine of Christ" which reveals 
the historical roots of the Trinity. It was 
written to defend the Bible's presentation 
of Christ against the long standing church 
position on the Trinity. The booklet has 
been available since this past summer. 

A Book on the Pastor 
A group of brethren in the spring of 

1997 announced the need of a book about 
Pastor Russell's life and work. They see a 
new generation in the Truth which in the 
past 30 years has heard little of the zeal 
and excitement of those early years. The 
group has chosen well qualified brethren 
to produce a factual, documented volume 
to acquaint younger brethren with their 
heritage. 

We cannot expect that a wider knowl-
edge of Br. Russell's ministry will end the  

slanderous attacks upon his character and 
the Truth. We do believe that it will make 
the opposers more responsible before 
God. 

But more important, it may help a sin-
cere one—here and there—to overcome 
prejudice and to receive the glorious Truth 
of our wonderful God and his Plan. 

New Brethren in Christ 

These considerations 
lead us to perhaps the grand-
est happenings of all in 1997 
which are the immersions 
of 51 new brethren in Christ 
announced in the Newslet-
ter (including this issue). 
We are aware that other bap-
tisms have occurred also, 
but they did not come to our 
attention at the time. 

Perhaps the listing of 
methods by which the 51 
came, may have relevance 
for some. 

At the General Conven-
tion in Poland 20 were immersed. Eight 
are reported from Ukraine, three from 
India, and another three from Canada. 
One of the three, a brother from Ghana, 
saw the Divine Plan program on televi-
sion. He plans to carry the Truth back to 
Ghana, to his people for their comfort and 
hope. 

In the U.S.A. 17 new brethren increased 
the numbers here. Six came from the East 
Coast area—one via the Divine Plan pro-
gram and one by the Internet. From the 
West Coast there were five (two from 
Romania living in Los Angeles)—one 
found a tract at the airport; two from 
Michigan came through the state fair wit-
ness, and four from Ohio—all had some 
family Truth connection, as did most not 
otherwise designated. 

We pray the Lord will prosper the work 
he has begun in our new brethren, and the 
work being carried on in many quarters of 
the earth for "Except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain..." Psa. 127:1 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy; for thou has known my soul in adversities." Psalms 31:7 

■ Br. Albert Sheppelbaum (3745 West Valley Blvd # 44, 
Walnut, CA 91789) fell in the house in November and injured his 
leg. Examination at that time did not reveal anything other than 
severe bruising. 

He was using a walker since because of so much pain when 
trying to bear any weight on that leg. Sunday, the pain was so 
intense they went to an emergency room nearby. Many tests 
were done and X-rays found the pelvis socket was fractured. 
They sent him to the hospital for immediate surgery. A ball and 
pin were placed into the femur bone. Br. Albert came home 
November 29. He has a walker, and a ramp had to be built for 
ready access into their mobile home. He must be careful how he 
moves his left leg and hip for three months. 

He has accepted this experience as of the Lord, and is grateful 
for all of the Lord's overruling providences. 

Br. Albert and Sr. Anastasia write: "We wish to express our 
appreciation for all the loving messages received. We have been 
richly blessed by your many cheering words of comfort accom-
panied by Scripture texts or a poem. One of our favorite 
scriptures is Phil. 4:19 'But my God shall supply all your need 
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,' which we can 
attest to as being fulfilled by our dear returned Lord through 
each one of you. 

"Thank you, again, each one and all, for the strength we have 
derived from your outpouring of love on our behalf. Truly, 
`blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love!'" 

■ Sr. Anniliese Williams (2694 Frost Road, Mantua, OH 
44255) writes: "Thank you for sending me the Newsletter. I am 
an isolated sister taking care of my husband who had a stroke 
eight years ago and I am his only caretaker. I do enjoy the 
Newsletter very much..." 

We thank Sr. Williams for writing. We wish to know of all for 
whom we ought to pray, and to inform the brethren of special 
needs in the body. 

■ Br. Andrew J. Mignerey (616 S. Second St., New Bedford, 
MA 02744) continues to be confined to a nursing home 
suffering from severe lupus. His wife Sr. Muriel needs prayers 
also. 

■ Sr. Jackie Wilmath (331 S. West, Apt. 3, Sidney, Ohio 45365) 
The deaths of Sr. Mina Lou and Cecil Byrum are keenly felt by 
Sr. Jackie who enjoyed a family relationship with them. She 
bestowed much love and labor on their behalf spending 
weekends in their home for the past several years. Any service 
to our brethren brings a spiritual reward "...we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren." 1 John 3:16 

■ Br. Joe Panucci (61 Ledyard, Groton, CT 06340) is 
recovering from a fractured leg after falling off a scaffold while 
repairing his house. He has been suffering a lot of pain, and 
complete recovery is expected to require two months or more. 

■ Sr. Mary Sue Guzick (737 Main, Apt. 307, Bethlehem, PA 
18018) who has been suffering ongoing health problems for a 
long period of time, has recently had liver surgery and is 
reported to be in failing health. 

■ Sr. Rose Griehs, Br. Len, Sr. Virginia Lumley (329 E. 
Prospect, Jackson, MI 49203). On September 23 Sr. Rose and 
her children suffered the death of husband/father Leo Griehs 
who had been physically afflicted for sometime. He died on his 
wife's birthday. Sr. Rose herself has been suffering a 
deteriorating condition that leaves her in need of care. She, as all 

the dear brethren reported in this section, has need of prayer 
and of communicated encouragement from the brethren. 

■ Br. Richard Evans (5545 E. Evergreen Blvd. # 6606, 
Vancouver, WA 98661) underwent surgery September 17 to 
remove a small malignant colon tumor. Two days later an 
irregular heart rhythm developed and in Intensive Care under 
tests, medicine and monitoring, Br. Richard's heart was 
stabalized the evening of the same day... Writing some four 
weeks later Br. Richard states:"...the surgery was successful so 
I will not need to undergo chemotheropy... I am thankful to our 
heavenly Father for the strength he provided especially in those 
first days after surgery and want to acknowledge the help given 
me by Sr. Shirley. 

"Sr. Shirley and I want to thank you for your prayers, cards, 
e-mail and calls during my recent experiences. The family our 
precious Creator has given us is, indeed, 'a wonder!"' 

■ Sr. Mary Butler Longest (202 Alcott Road, Louisville, KY 
40207) wishes to express her deep appreciation for the cards, 
letters, and prayers of the brethren from which she derived much 
encouragement and comfort in her recent surgery. She is 
confident that she came through it all so well because of the 
prayers of the brethren. It is her desire to thank each one for their 
loving concern for her, and requests that all might accept these 
words as addressed to them personally via the Newsletter. 
Hebrews 6:10 

■ Br. Joe Kon (3033 S. Cochhill Road, Apt. 617, Dallas, TX 
75236) asks for prayers that he might have the needed strength 
to care for his very ill wife who has been in the hospital three 
months. Cards and words of support are requested by the 
brother submitting this item. 

■ Br. Carl Hagensick (2929 Hillside Lane, Darien, IL 60561-
1685) has endured a great fight of affliction since he was 
stricken some years ago. Despite his condition, which has 
deteriorated over the period of his disability, he has continued 
to labor in the harvest work, even to traveling in a specially-
equipped van to fulfil speaking appointments at home and 
abroad. He is an example of the adage, "Where there is a will, 
there is a way," for he never gives up. 

In the past year or more, his disabilities have assumed more 
complex forms, in some cases, challenging the skills of his 
doctors to find techniques, for example, to keep him in a bear-
able position to work at his computer. 

Such dedication and determination is praiseworthy and gives 
a lesson to all, not so afflicted. Sr. Margery, his wife, because of 
her loving faithfulness in his care has made a large contribution 
to his continued usefulness in the work. All the brethren may 
also have a part in this by remembering to keep in touch and give 
spiritual encouragement to Br. Carl, and also to all who are 
restricted by affliction or other severe circumstances. May the 
Lord grant an extra measure of his grace to all our suffering 
brethren. 

■ Br. Lewis Beedy (Raber Route, Box 158, Goetzville, MI 
49736) had a heart attack November 7 and was in the hospital at 
Sault St. Marie about a week. Another report at hand states that 
Br. Beedy is home and though very weak is slowly recovering. 
His wife Sr. Irene has severe leg problems impairing her ability 
to stand or move about. The Beedys are isolated in Upper 
Michigan. 

See Afflicted page 6 
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Entered Into Rest 
"Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life." Revelation 2:10 

■ Sr. Mina Lou Byrum of Union City, Indiana, finished her 
earthly course of forty-five years, on October 26 in her 82nd 
year. She died in the nursing home where her natural sister Mary 

Jane Burns was confined over ten 
years by a stroke. A victim of 
Alzheimer's Disease for the past 
several years, Mina Lou was given 
loving care by her husband Cecil, 
until he was no longer able to do 
so. 

She leaves a beloved sister in 
Christ, Jackie Wilmath who was 
like "a daughter" to her. (See Af-
flicted.) Sr. Mina's husband Cecil 
survived at her death, but six weeks 
later, on December 10, he died of a 
massive heart attack. 

The greatest tragedy in her life 
was observing her husband Cecil's 
suffering in the loss of a leg due to 

arterial blockage. He was never again free of pain. This bore 
heavily upon Sr. Mina's tender sensibilities, but she found 
comfort in God's Plan—the universal remedy. A teacher of 
piano for many years, she served her ecclesia, Piqua Bible 
Students, as pianist all the years she was able to attend. 

Br. Alfred Burns of Hebron, Indiana addressed a large group 
of friends, relatives and brethren on both the spiritual and 
human aspects of the Divine Plan of the Ages. 

■ Br. Peter Suriya Kumar of India entered into rest on October 
5 of kidney cancer at 47 years of age. He was the son-in-law of 
Br. D. Daniel, of Bangalore. Br. Kumar leaves his beloved wife 
Sr. Rita (c/o D. Daniel, 262 Karamanagala Layout, 8th Block, 
Bangalore 560034, India), two sons, Kiran and Arun. 
Apparently, the Kumars missed—by one day—the signing of 
important documents relating to Sr. Rita's benefits from her 
husband's company. As a result, she has no benefits. She writes 
that even through this tragedy they are continuing to trust the 
Lord's overrulings, and asks for the brethren's prayers. 

■ Sr. Marion Priest, East Hartford, CT, age 66, finished her 
earthly course October 23, after emergency surgery. Sr. Marion 
had been in failing health, but struggled to attend meetings to the 
very end. She and her husband, Br. Lewellyn, had heard the 
Truth from their neighbors Br. John and Sr. Ruth Coccia in the 
early 1960's. Sr. Marion was widowed 13 years ago and endured 
many difficult trials throughout her walk. Her determination to 
carry out her covenant of sacrifice was an example to those who 
knew her. She will be remembered by the Hartford brethren for 
her hospitality: it was her delight to have the brethren gather for 
a meeting or a meal in her home. 

She is survived by four children: Lewellyn Jr., Susan Sansom, 
Dawn Jacques, Mark, and six grandchildren. The funeral service 
was well attended by family and friends. Her favorite hymn 
"Simply Trusting" was sung, and Comfort and Consolation 
booklets were passed out to those attending. Br. Dan Slivinsky 
gave her funeral witness. 

■ Br. John Knapp, deacon in the Portland Area Bible Students 
class for many years, died suddenly on October 20 of heart 
failure, in his 78th year. He is survived by Sr. Ruth (625 S. 
Mansfield, Sherwood, OR 97140), his beloved wife of 43 years 

in the Lord. Br. John's service as a deacon extended beyond his 
class duties, and was expressed in loving gestures touching 
every member of the class Likewise, his neighbors and business 
associates also were blessed by this outreach of the spirit. 

Br. Jerry Leslie's eulogy and witness revealed that the secret 
of Br. John's joyful service was the noble cause he served—our 
Great Creator and loving God's divine plan to "bless all the 
families of the earth!" 

■ Sr. Ruth Edwards of Holiday, Florida finished her course on 
November 15, at 70 years of age. She suffered from diabetes for 
many years and died after a long stay in a hospital. Raised in the 
Truth, she was consecrated for most of her life. Originally from 
Staten Island, New York, she and her husband Br. Howard 
moved to Florida over twenty years ago. She was an active 
member of the Clearwater class. She is survived by her beloved 
husband Br. Howard (3332 Hearthstone Court, Holiday, FL 
34691) and two children Susan and Paul. Her funeral service 
was officiated by Br. Ray Rawson. 

■ Br. Walter Kendra of Grand Rapids, Michigan ecclesia 
finished his consecrated walk of 60 years on September 13, the 
result of a stroke at 84. He served the ecclesia many years as 
elder. Surviving are his wife Sr. Alice, (475 Truman Street, Kent 
City, MI 49330-9602), sons: John, Jim and Br. Chester of Grand 
Rapids ecclesia; four grandchildren. His funeral service was 
officiated by Br. Gene DeWys. 

■ Br. Dan Mascalo, of the Groton-New London (CT) Ecclesia 
finished his earthly course on August 1. He leaves his beloved 
wife Sr. Mary (43 Portland Avenue, Old Lyme, CT 06371), a son 
Br. Tom, two daughters: Shirley Annunziata and Marilyn 
Nystrom; four grandchildren. Br. Mark Grillo gave a funeral 
sermon at the visitation, and Br. Paul Mali officiated at the 
graveside. 

■ Sr. Ruth Brandeis, a former member of the Seattle Bible 
Students for many years, died November 29. She had recently 
entered the Bible Students Retirement Center in Portland, 
Oregon before being transferred to a hospital, then to a care 
facility in Portland area. A memorial service was conducted by 
Br. David Bruce. 

■ Sr. Mollie B. Nelsen; Van Nuys, California, entered into rest 
on August 31 following a three-months' siege of cancer in her 
83rd year. She leaves a daughter, Karen. Br. Burton Brown of 
Los Angeles officiated at her funeral. 

■ Br. James Manuel, Mysore, India ecclesia, Karnataka Bible 
Students Association, finished his consecrated course on 
November 3, at 84 years. He served the ecclesia 12 years as its 
elder. 

■ Br. Walter Ogan of Hutchinson, Kansas died December 31 at 
86 years. His wife Sr. Clara, in a nursing home (600 W. 
Blanchard, S. Hutchinson, KS 67505), survives him. Br. Lyle 
Cook of Kansas City, MO officiated. 

■ Sr. Bettie Lee Bland of Blackstone, Virginia, died December 
26 at 88 years. Confined to a nursing home for several years, she 
shared a room with her sister, Sr. Rose Hilliard until her death in 

See Deaths page 6 



Br. Henry Kwolek 

An Afflicted One Delivered 
Brother Henry Kwolek 
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Br. Henry F. Kwolek entered into rest on September 17 at 82 
years of age, ending his consecrated course of 57 years of 
serving the Lord, the Truth and the brethren. He was a member 
of the Associated Bible Students of Metropolitan Detroit and 
served as an elder over thirty years. 

Some brethren have suffered prolonged afflictions in the 
flesh becoming patterns of resignation and endurance for the 
brethren's sake. Such a one was Br. Henry Kwolek whose past 
ten years were years of endurance—the endurance of physical 
pain. He was a victim of rheumatoid arthritis which cripples and 
deforms. In his last three years of life he suffered the added 
rigors of Parkinson's Disease. 

His wife Sr. Anne, attended him faithfully in their home until 
her collapse of fatigue in May, three and a half months before his 
death. He spent this time in a skilled care facility where his 
strong faith, gentleness and patient acceptance of pain was a 
witness to the nursing staff. Some caregivers mentioned that 
hearing the hymns on his tape player was uplifting. 

When an aide revealed that she was a Jehovah's Witness, Sr. 
Anne was privileged to answer some of her questions and give 
her "God's Plan" and other booklets. This resulted in the aide's 
frequent visits to Br. Henry and much tender care. 

Born to consecrated parents, Br. Henry's father was an elder 
39 years in the Detroit Polish Bible Students movement. He 
enjoyed reading and discussing the Volumes and Bible with his 
father. He attended the Polish class with his father and two 
brothers, and also the English class. At the age of 17 he made a 
consecration, but feeling unworthy he continued to study, and 
symbolized four years later. He loved the Truth and tried to 
adhere firmly to his understanding of it. In addition to the local 
ecclesia Br. Henry felt a responsibility to serve smaller more 
isolated ecclesias such as Bay City and Adrian, Michigan and 
Chatham, Ontario. 

For years Br. Henry, with Sr. Anne, ministered comfort visit-
ing the ailing brethren in their homes and in nursing facilities, 
especially the elderly Polish brethren. When his own health 
failed and he was confined to a wheelchair, desiring to meet and 
fellowship with the brethren, his daughter and son-in-law, Carol 
and Joseph Oldenburg, made this possible by lifting him into 
and out of the car. 

At the visitation, former 
fellow workers recalled his 
example on the job at Gen-
eral Motors Hydramatic plant 
where he was a process engi-
neer for 41 years, retiring at 
59. When asked what he 
would do retiring early, he 
said: "Work full time for the 
Lord." They noticed his com-
mitment and respected his 
faith as he stayed at his desk 
through every lunch hour 
studying and preparing dis-
courses. 

Br. Henry leaves his be-
loved wife of 60 years, Sr. 
Anne (38231 Richland, Livonia, MI 48105), a son Br. Ronald, a 
daughter, Carol Oldenburg, granddaughters: Sr. Kim Dunn, 
Korrie Sandoval, Gretchen Oldenburg; great-grandsons: Joshua 
and Aaron Dunn. 

Funeral services on Sunday, September 21 included eulogies 
by Br. Ronald Kwolek and Joseph Oldenburg and the funeral 
witness by Br. Owen Kindig, a friend of over 48 years. 

Brethren Gave Warm Support Many Years 

Sr. Anne Kwolek writes to express the deep appreciation of 
herself and family—her son Br. Ronald and daughter Carol 
Oldenburg and their families—for the wonderful support given 
them throughout the ten years of Br. Henry's affliction. 

"The many cards, scriptures, letters, telephone calls and 
flowers were precious to us and continue to be a source of 
comfort. Our hearts are full of love that we would like to express 
individually but are unable to do so. During Br. Henry's illness 
we were assured of your love and concern. We read and reread  

the cards and texts of comfort. To us this was an evidence of how 
God brings us blessings through our brethren. You have ful- 
filled Galatians 6:2 and have borne a great share of our burdens. 

"We thank the Lord for your kindness, sympathy and encour-
agement. We are glad to be reminded of his care over us. May 
he richly bless you all. We assure you of our prayers and please 
continue to remember us. We are grateful to express our 
appreciation to all through the Newsletter. Our hearts are 
overflowing..." 

Sister Josefa L. Gniadek Dies in Poland 
On December 18, Sr. Josefa Lewinska Gniadek of Szczaworyiz, 
a small village near Busko-Zdroj in central Poland, finished her 
course unexpectedly at 86 years of age. She had been caring for 
her sister, age 93. Her daughter Sr. Halina Malina and husband 
Br. Vladek had just arrived in the States when the news came that 
her mother had died in Poland. Talking with her mother earlier 
by phone, her kind parting advice was simply to remain strong 
in the faith. Her last words to her daughter remain a precious 
memory which she said summarized the spirit of her life. 

Josefa became a young rejoicing Christian along with a great 

number of brethren in the early days. Because of her conse-
crated spirit she delayed marriage for many years until the age 
of 37, and bearing her two children at age 38 and 42. Sr. Halina 
remembers her mother as fixing her attention on her spiritual 
home, and for this reason esteeming her natural possessions 
with a sense of detachment. She was a true pilgrim, with eyes 
fixed upon her heavenly calling. 

Sr. Halina reads and speaks English. Should any wish to send 
condolences, the e-mail address is: Gabuzo@club-internet.fr  



Br. David Johnson 
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New Brethren in Christ 

"I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Philippians 3:14 

Immersions 1997 

At Bellingham, WA October 5: 
Sr. Kristen Kirkham, North Seattle Bible Students, a fifth 
generation Bible Student, the daughter of Br. David Kirkham, 
granddaughter of Br. Lawrence and Sr. Jean Kirkham, great-
granddaughter of Sr. Lydia Hanham; 
Sr. Janell Stewart, Bellingham Bible Students, the daughter of 
Br. Richard and Sr. Evelyn Stewart. 

At Piqua, Ohio, November 16: 
Br. Craig Kerber, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio, 
heard a message of Truth first from Sr. Megan Erjavec, now his 
wife; 
Br. John and Sr. Debbie Nichols, Miami Valley Bible Students: 
Br. John heard the glad tidings from Sr. Debbie, his wife; Sr. 
Debbie attended meetings as a teenager and through her college 
years in Nelsonville, Ohio. 
Sr. Cindy Peddemors, Miami Valley Bible Students, daughter 
of Br. Dick and Sr. Linda Peddemors, attended meetings, 
seminars and camp while growing up. 

L. to R. Srs. Cindy Peddemors, Debbie Nichols, Brs. John Nichols, 
Craig Kerber 

Called by Immersion Talk 
Sr. Kristen Kirkham, Bellingham, WA. Ecclesia 
"...I just wanted to thank everyone for all of your kind words and 
the letters and personal gifts, and to say a little about my calling. 
At the Seattle convention this year Br. John Porter was immersed 
and Br. George Wilmott gave the immersion discourse. In the 
whole talk I felt as if he were talking to me and afterwards I was 
a little confused about that. Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon Leslie 
stayed at our house that weekend and I had wonderful 
fellowship with them. On Sunday night, I went back to school 
and I was very upset and crying a lot. I realized that I had been 
called. What I had heard in the immersion discourse had really 
kind of ended the drawing process and called me. I just want to 
give thanks to the Lord for all his blessings in my life..." 

Time in Romania Influenced Her Decision 
Sr. Janell Stewart, Bellingham Ecclesia 
"... I am so thankful to share my symbolism with brethren I have 
grown up with and who have had such an influence over my life. 
For those of you who don't know, I went to Romania this summer 
and I met Br. George [Wilmott] and spent time with Br. Jerry 
Leslie and others. It was a big influence on my consecration to 
talk with elders over there and seeing their lifestyles and how 

much they love the Lord. I wanted to share that with you because 
so many would like to know how one came to that decision..." 

At Fort Worth, Texas November 21: 
Br. David Johnson of Jacksonville, Florida found the Truth 
December, 1996. At the 
suggestion of a friend, he was 
told to look on the Internet 
under "Bible helps." This led 
him to the Bible Students and 
Studies in the Scriptures from 
which he downloaded the 
Divine Plan of the Ages. 
Reading it he was convinced 
that he had found what he had 
been seeking. 

Br. David is an elementary 
teacher in the public school sys-
tem, currently teaching third-
grade. He was immersed at the 
convention held November 18-
23 in Fort Worth, Texas. 

Br. John Nichols Miami Valley Bible Students. 
"The Lord led me down a circuitous path on the way to my 
consecration. I first heard snippets of what I later came to know as 
the Truth from Herbert W. and Garner Ted Armstrong on their 
radio program, The World Tomorrow, in their magazine, The Plain 
Truth, and in their other literature. The main draw for me of the 
Armstrongs, from about age 13 on, was their charismatic delivery, 
while the main appeal was their comparing and contrasting of the 
terrible conditions extant in today's world with the wonderful 
conditions which will exist in the Kingdom...but there were 
elements of their teachings that I could not accept, such as the 
necessity for Christians to be under the Jewish law. 

"I met Debbie (Bowers) in 1977. She and I found that our 
beliefs were quite similar, but that is as far as it went for a few 
years. The Lord was working with me, however, as he showed me 
that the Jewish law had been done away with for Christians. This 
was enough, by age 40, to open my eyes to the Truth." 

Sr. Deborah Nichols Miami Valley Bible Students. 
"I am truly thankful for the patience of our Lord in working with 
me. I first heard of the Truth as a child in Nelsonville, Ohio. 
Frank Baker, Milton and Cecile Cook and Orville and Lena 
Young would visit my grandparents and parents and talk about 
God's precious promises. None of my family attended meetings 
or consecrated. However, my father, John Bowers, had faith in 
the resurrection and many other aspects of the Truth. 

"As soon as I could make my own decisions regarding 
religious affiliation, I started attending the meetings of the 
Nelsonville class. At that time, Brs. Owen Kindig and Dick Lally 
of the Columbus, Ohio ecclesia served the class. 

"After moving to Dayton in 1979, I began a hectic career and 
lost touch with the brethren. In the spring of 1994, my husband 
John and I decided to search for a local ecclesia and came into 
contact with Br. Allen Springer. The brethren of the Miami 
Valley Bible Students have been so giving to our family The 
ecclesia took many weeks out of the regular class time to give a 
consecration study. We have also enjoyed the fellowship of 
brethren from both the Columbus, Ohio and the Central Ohio 
ecclesias. The Lord has richly blessed us." 



Br. Gordon James Lone 
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Afflicted From page 2 
■ Br. Fred Williams, Sr. (2132 Bates Circle, El Dorado Hills, 
CA 95762) has had a serious stroke. He was in the hospital 
(Mercy General Rehabilitation) in Sacramento, and unable to 
speak. As those who know him are aware, Br. Williams was, to 
some extent, disabled from a previous stroke a few years ago, but 
retained his sharpness of mind and fondness for both studying 
the intricacies of the Truth, and discussing them with brethren at 
conventions and by phone. This stroke means a further stressful 
experience for both himself and his dear wife, Sr. Jean. 

Sr. Jean writes: "Thank you brethren for all the cards and the 
many prayers on our behalf. We are very grateful to the Lord for 
the many blessings!" She stated that they feel blessed that Br. 
Fred is home, and while he has been slowed down, his mind is 
still just as sharp. 

■ Br. Duane and Sr. Judy Cramer (Route 2, Box 120A, 
Vanderbuilt, PA 15486) "We want to thank the brethren for the 
outpouring of love and support during our recent experience 
with Ryan's vehicle accident. The prayers, cards, letters, phone 
calls, and inquiries made us realize all the more what a blessing 
our brethren have been. We are sustained by remembering 
`...that all things work together for good...' We are thankful that 
at this time Ryan is fine and has returned to college. We ask a 
continued interest in your prayers." 

■ Sr. Ann Wittbrodt (1809 Bacon Ave., Berkley, MI 48072-
1062) who was diagnosed with cancer last June, writes thanking 
the brethren for their cards, letters, prayers, e-mail, flowers and 
phone calls all of which gave her much encouragement. She has 
undergone two operations and has finished all of her treatments. 
She still has some pain from the radiation treatment which 
burned a portion of her skin, but she writes, "I'm doing OK now 
and starting to feel better." Also, Sr. Ann has just started in a new 
position at Porsche automotive. 

■ Sr. Esther Trzeciak (1421 Elderwood Ct. NW, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49504) The day after Thanksgiving (November 28) Esther 
had a lump removed from the groin area which was diagnosed as 
non-Hodgkins lymphoma. The medical establishment was 
quick to suggest radiation and a shunt for chemotherapy. 

Those who may have experienced receiving news like this 
themselves, well know that, even though full of faith, there are 
some uncertainties and fearful moments that all the family 
undergo. 

Esther has been through what seemed interminable bodily 
tests involving mostly the lymph system; CAT scan, bone mar-
row and chest, abdomen and pelvic x-rays. These are all nega-
tive, but now, what to do? Radiation of the site is being urged. 

We hope to attend the Pheonix year-end convention and 
during our stay in Arizona, we'll be "standing in the need of 
prayer" while seeking the Lord's direction. Please uphold our 
uplifted hands. Many thanks in the beloved... 

■ Sr. Eunice Liskey and Sr. Alice Ledwinka (10004 E 550 N, 
Columbus, Indiana 47203-9737) are saddened by the death of a 
beloved husband and father, Sam, but grateful that his suffering 
is ended. He died November 28 in his 82nd year. In July he fell 
and broke a vertebra, and was being treated for diabetic sores on 
his feet (his doctor said could not heal). Srs. Eunice and Alice are 
deeply grateful to all for the love and prayers poured out—piles 
of cards and letters—all received as help from the Lord. 

■ Br. Brett and Sr. Tamara Blackwell (2508 High Meadow 
Road, Naperville, IL 60564) write: "Thank you for your prayers, 
thoughts, scripture citations, cards, e-mails, and many temporal 
efforts during this difficult time with our son Tyler. We have 
really felt the Lord's guidance in this experience and want to let 
you know that your efforts have really helped. 

"Tyler's disease, Langerhans cell histiocytosis (LCH), is a 
rare, and sometimes fatal disorder that primarily affects chil-
dren. Although LCH is technically not a cancer, it behaves and 
spreads like cancer and is treated with chemotherapy and radia-
tion... 

"Tyler's diagnosis on Nov. 24 (just shy of three months old) 
by a number of different physicians was quickly followed by 
out-patient treatment the very next day. He has already started 
responding to the two weeks of chemotherapy he has received. 
His skin and lymph nodes have shown some improvement, 
which is encouraging... 

"Please relay our love, prayers, and sincere thanks to those 
who do not have e-mail." ❑ 

Deaths From page 3 
1993. Her brother Horace faithfully visited each day and had 
cared for her at home until he was no longer able to. 

Sr. Bettie's mother, who was consecrated, died when Sr. 
Bettie was only 19, leaving her to care for the two younger 
children. She herself was immersed in the early 50's. Her desire 
to serve the Lord and his people was very manifest in her loving 
hospitality shown to all the brethren who visited over the years. 

Her brother Horace Skinner (602 Nottoway Ave., Blackstone, 
VA 23824) survives her, as well as three cousins of Concord, 
VA: Br. Wayne Skinner, Sr. Margaret Skinner, and Sr. Mertie 
Lipscomb. Br. David Hauke delivered a Truth message to 
friends and family gathered at the graveside service. 

The Memorial Supper 
On Thursday April 9 after six o'clock, the Memorial of our 
Lord's death will be observed by many Bible Students 
around the world. 

■ Br. Gordon James Lone, of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin class, 
entered into rest on August 22 at the age of 68 years. He left the 
Jehovah's Witnesses in the 
60's, and through Br. Eddie 
Chell of Texas he came in to 
the Milwaukee Bible 
Students and was immersed 
there three years ago. He was 
always prompt to witness to 
the resurrection of the dead. 
(John 11:24, Acts 17:31) He 
leaves his beloved wife Sr. 
Aleta (6645 South 23rd 
Street, Apt. 4, Milwaukee, 
WI 53221). 

The funeral service was 
officiated by Br. George 
Kuzmin, an elder in the Mil-
waukee class. Sr. Aleta, since Br. Gordon's death, has symbol-
ized her consecration to the Lord. ❑ 
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This report of Br. Ken Rawson's trip (Oct. 
29 - Nov. 10), accompanied by Br. Paul 
Balko, had several purposes, but the part 
of courier of humanitarian funds for 
needy brethren rejoices our hearts 
especially. Ed. 

Our first stop was a meeting in Budapest 
with the Hungarian Jewish leaders. They 
were excited to hear that we would pro-
duce a Hungarian version of Israel: Ap-
pointment With Destiny. They will dis-
tribute it for us to the Jewish 
people in Hungary and use it in 
their school systems. Hungary 
has the third largest Jewish popu-
lation in Europe. 

The main purpose for going to 
Romania was an ongoing in-
volvement in providing the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scrip-
tures for the brethren. There were 
meetings with the brethren in-
volved in the translation and 
printing of the Romanian Vol-
umes. Meetings were also held 
with the brethren from Moldova 
who are involved with the Rus-
sian Volume work in conjunction 
with the Ukrainian brethren. 
Hopefully, by the Lord's grace, 
one major problem was solved. 
The brethren have experienced 
difficulty obtaining quality printing of 
the Volumes. We found two companies 
that seemed capable of manufacturing the 
Volumes in the quality they deserve. 

Volumes 1, 2 and Tabernacle Shadows 
are almost ready for printing in the Rus-
sian language. Volume 1 and Tabernacle 
Shadows are ready for printing in the 
Romanian language. Your prayers on 
behalf of the Volume work is appreciated. 

As many know, this winter is predicted 
to be the worst since World War II in 
Romania and Moldova. The brethren in 
Romania do not trust the banks. The only 
way brethren in the U.S. can send money 
to them is via personal courier (brethren 
who are traveling to Romania). Before 
leaving the U.S., the brethren were very 
generous in sending large sums of money 
for the various needs of the brethren in 
Romania and Moldova. I ended up with 
$12,000 of which $8,000 was for their 
temporal needs.* (There was some con-
cern about one person carrying this 
amount of money alone, so two weeks 
before the trip I called Br. Paul Balko to 
accompany me. He willingly accepted.) 
After our train crossed the Hungarian 
border into Romania, custom agents 
boarded the train. One asked how much  

money we were declaring. I whispered 
"$12,000." He shouted out the amount for 
everyone to hear. Now I realized the 
worst could happen. But, thank the Lord, 
everything worked out well. 

For Moldova, the temporal aid was just 
in time. Some of the Moldovan brethren 
could not afford the autumn plowing of 
their fields for the spring seeding. Now 
they had the money and there was still 
time for the fall plowing. 

One of my greatest joys was leading an 
all-day seminar session with the young 
people (about 50) from Romania and 
Moldova in Sighet. The participation was 
active. It was a joy to witness their love 
for the Truth. One session was on the ill 
winds of freedom blowing from the West. 

General Convention 

It was thrilling to attend the Romanian 
semi-annual General Convention. Five to 
six hundred brethren were present from 
all parts of Romania and Moldova. The 
platform was shared with Brothers Daniel 
Wozniak and Jean Wozniak of France. 
The sad note was that 500-600 brethren 
traveled long distances by bus and train 
from all over Romania and Moldova to 
attend a one-day convention that lasted 
from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm with no lunch. 
Why? The brethren cannot afford the 
meals and overnight accommodations that 
a two or three-day convention would re-
quire. As it was, some brethren slept 
overnight in the train station. They gath-
ered around the building where the con-
vention was held more than two hours 
before it was opened and after it closed 
just to have a few more hours of fellow- 

ship with those they love so much. Oh, 
how precious is the fellowship of saints! 

Simple and Sincere 
Some are beginning to realize that not 

all Bible Students believe the same. Speak-
ers from different Bible Student groups 
serve in Romania. Several Romanian el-
ders lamented that new views are coming 
from the West. This is one reason an 
accurate translation of the Volumes for 

the brethren in Europe and else-
where is so important. The Truth 
necessary for our sanctification 
is in the Volumes regardless of 
the doctrinal differences that are 
inevitable. What the brethren do 
with that Truth will be between 
them and the Lord. 

It was a joy for Br. Paul and me 
to visit a number of classes—es-
pecially in the villages. Of course, 
Sr. Betty Precup was invaluable 
as a translator. Meeting with the 
brothers and sisters in the vil-
lages was both a joyful and sor-
rowful experience. Working from 
sun up to sun down with their bare 
hands in the fields, has physically 
taken its toll. What a joy to see 
their spiritual vitality, yet how 
sad to see the toll of back-break-

ing physical toil! The villages contain the 
majority of the brethren in Romania. For 
the most part they are very poor, humble, 
with little formal education. However, 
they possess a faith crystallized under the 
Nazi and Communist oppression. They 
love the Lord and the Truth very much. 
And they love all of you very much. With 
tear-filled eyes and fervent hearts, indi-
vidual brethren sent bouquets of love 
laced with many scripture texts, hymns 
and Manna comments. Space could not 
contain all of these bouquets. 

My prayer for them as our good-byes 
melted into tears was, that the winds of 
freedom and affluence from the West, and 
even the influences of the brethren, might 
not change their simplicity of faith that is 
in Christ (2 Cor. 11:3) and deep love for 
the Lord. 

*The Romanian Fund was set up in 
December 1990 by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia to provide computers 
and equipment for publishing the Truth. 
However, it quickly developed into a 
general mechanism for funding various 
aspects of the work and temporal needs of 
the brethren in Romania and Moldova. 
Ed. 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"0 magnify the LORD with me, and let us exult his name together." Psalms 68:13 

Testimonies at I-0 August 8: 
Immersion reflection testimonies held over for lack of space in 
the Fall issue. 

From World to Baptism in Three Weeks 
Sr. Janice Slivinsky, Hartford, Connecticut Ecclesia 
"This is a very sweet memory of my immersion experience. It 
was in 1969, and I was 23 years old. I had been a worldly child 
of the consecrated. I had had a lot of disappointments in life, so 
I decided to leave home in Florida and go out to California to 
seek my fortune. Well, in the meantime, I stopped in Denver to 
visit some worldly friends, and my mom was worried about me 
traveling alone. She said, 'Please, go up and visit your cousin in 
Wyoming.' I said, 'Mom, I don't want to go up there because she 
is just going to talk about the Truth, and I really don't want to go 
there.' After hanging up, I felt so guilty and sorry for my mom 
that I called her back and agreed to visit my family. So, I went 
up there, and nobody said much about the Truth to me. We just 
visited a bit. Then, I found this drawing that I was the one who 
wanted to talk about the Truth. So, I left all of my worldly 
possessions in Colorado, stayed there [Wyoming] for three 
weeks, and then went to my first convention in Bloomington, 
Indiana. I walked into the convention area, not knowing many 
of the brethren, and the first person I saw there was Dan 
Slivinsky! Then, I also met Br. Fred Hrechuk who was with him, 
and if anybody knows our family relationships, they will get the 
drift of this. So, as it turned out, Br. Dan was also going to be 
immersed. You have to realize, this was a turnaround from the 
world to consecration in three weeks, but I had no doubts. I knew 
the Lord had called me, and that was all I could do. We were 
immersed there, and Sr. Debbie McClellan was also one of the 
seven candidates at that time. I give the Lord thanks every day 
that he took me out of that miry clay and set my feet upon a rock. 
I am very thankful for my experiences all the way he has led me." 

Precious Memories of Nurturing 
Sr. Martha Moody, New Albany, Indiana Ecclesia 
"... I was thinking of Br. Gray's talk and those who have nurtured 
me over the years. At my immersion service, those who had a 
very strong influence in my life were there. Br. Alvin Raffel 
gave the baptismal service, and Br. David Chastain immersed 
me. I remember, I was quite nervous. I was the only one 
immersed. Br. Alvin asked me to stand and answer the questions. 
I was nodding my head, and he said, 'If you mean "yes" by your 
nod, you need to verbalize it.' I did not take offense as I realize 
why it needs to be audible. I appreciate that influence, and I 
received a letter on the day of my immersion that I have kept in 
my Bible ever since. It is very precious to me. 

"I will just read a little: `...Now that you have given your heart 
to God, we can write like this to you, and you can understand. 
You have suddenly become our sister in the body of Christ. Even 
if there were no reward, consecration is still the best way in the 
world to live. For example, you are constantly under divine 
protection with your own personal guardian angel to protect 
you. You have access always to your heavenly Father at any 
time day or night... He is there and wants to hear from you in good 
times and bad. You have this unique privilege of prayer, which 
is exclusive to the body of Christ. Your guardian angel always 
beholds the face of your Father. From now on. You have nothing 
to fear from anyone or anything. Jesus says "I will never leave 
thee nor forsake thee." Your brother in Christ, Br. Irwin Doran.' 
I have had a lot of nurturing in my life." 

Blessings Exceeded Any Sorrow in Narrow Way 
Sr. Rachel K. Alexander, Columbus, Ohio Ecclesia 
"The testimony started out nicely because we sang my father's 
favorite hymn, #222. My mother and father were a big 
encouragement in my decision to consecrate as well as my 
sisters Ruthie and Becky. One of those verses reads, 'Sometimes 
the shadows are deep and long seems the way to the goal.' Well, 
I never encountered that in my father's life, and I believe that 
was one of the things that was an encouragement to me. I was 
immersed in 1948 at Chatauqua, Ohio. I think there are many 
brethren here that were with me at that time. I know Elneta 
MacAlister was there. Br. John Meggison gave my baptismal 
talk which was a nice blessing for me. My immersers were Br. 
Leon Norby and Br. Bunk Penrose; Arthur Cook was immersed 
with me. I have always been blessed, and the Lord has held me 
up in every respect and I am very grateful for that. I can say how 
blessed I am that my children walk in Truth, and now we are 
working on the next generation—my grandchildren. I 
remember the hymn that was sung, #134. The windows of 
heaven have been opened more than any sorrows could 
encompass me. I ask an interest in your prayers that I may 
continue to serve the Lord to the best of my ability." 

Overcame Obstacle of Invisible Presence 
Br. John Baker, Hope, Indiana Ecclesia 
"...I was just learning the Truth at the time of Sr. Martha's 
immersion. I came out of a Baptist Church and had been 
immersed at age 13. I wanted to consecrate as soon as I came to 
the meeting. I could see how the brethren handled the 
Scriptures. I loved restitution at that point, and it was not long 
after that I unlearned hell and so forth. I heard the brethren 
talking about 'that servant,' and that the Lord was invisibly 
present. That was the strangest thing I had ever heard. I believed 
the Lord would come literally and you could see him in the 
heavens. Br. David Chastain told me to keep studying in the 2nd 
Volume, so I put the fleece out—I told the Lord that if it was true 
the Lord could return invisibly, I would consecrate. It was two 
days after Sr. Martha's immersion that I finished the chapter on 
`The Manner and Object of our Lord's Return.' Just the one 
scripture, 'Yet a little while and the world seeth me no more,' 
made it clear to me. I consecrated at that point, and called the 
brethren. They asked me many questions, 'Did I know what I 
was doing?' I will never forget Sr. Mildred Raffel when I finally 
answered her last question satisfactorily, she said, 'Well, Br. 
John...' That was the first time she called me 'Br. John,' and I 
have never forgotten it. 

"I was immersed at the same YMCA as Sr. Martha. Br. Alvin 
gave the service and Br. David immersed me. I was 19 years old 
in 1982. My mom came also—the first time she had come 
amongst the brethren. She thought I had gotten involved in some 
kind of cult. I remember Sr. Evelyn Doran comforting me 'The 
Lord can overrule things.' It became a very precious thing to me 
later when I learned that her husband had just died three weeks 
before. I could not get over that she was comforting me in that 
situation. That has been very touching, and I have thought many 
times about it." 

"They all went back in!" 
Sr. Margaret Hedman, Wilmington, Delaware Ecclesia 
"I was immersed in 1952, and I came out of the nominal church. 
I was consecrated many years, but I did not get into the Truth 

See Brethren page 10 
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Harvest News 
"He that gathereth by labor shall increase." Proverbs 13:11 

Video Ads in Bible Review Magazine 
In the December issue of Bible Review the 
Central Ohio class inserted an ad for the 
Israel video. For doing this, the magazine 
gave a small free, 4-color Publisher's 
Picks ad for the Pyramid video. Brethren 
wrote the copy, but the layout gives the 
impression that the magazine is 
endorsing the video. The ads have 
produced requests for sixteen Israel and 
eleven Great Pyramid videos as of this 
writing. 

Below is a sample ad of the Central 
Ohio ecclesia's newsletter The End Times 
Bible Report Quarterly. Brethren have 
been inserting these postcards into maga-
zines in the library, doctors' offices, etc. 
Some ecclesias without newsletters have 
ordered these for tracting in their areas. 
All responses are returned to the local 
ecclesia. ($3.00/100 including postage.) 
After only two issues, nearly 200 book-
lets and videos have been requested. 

West Suburban (IL) 
Bible Students 

Video a Great Gift 

The Ecclesia featured the video 
For This Cause in two newspapers 
as a gift suggestion for Christmas. 

On November 14, the ad ap-
peared in the Chicago Sun Times 
which has a circulation of 600,000, 
and in the Wausau (WI) Daily 
Herald. 

It was repeated on November 16 
in the Sunday edition of the Wausau 
(WI) Daily Herald. 

Orders for fifty-eight copies—
one for sixteen, another for six—
were received to date. The ad will 
be repeated at Easter time. 
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until the 1950's. At the time we were supposed to be baptized, 
we had been away on vacation. I was trying to get back, and 
everything was holding me back from getting home in time to go 
to the baptismal service. It was 8:30 when we arrived home, and 
I had to run over to where the service was. By the time I got over 
there, everyone was coming out. When they saw me come in, 
they turned around and went back in. They all sat down, and I 
went through the baptismal service given by Br. Mitchell. I will 
never forget that—they all went back in again. I was able to get 
the robe on and be baptized in the water. I thank the Lord for all 
his blessings." 

Truth so Beautiful, "I wept three days!" 
Sr. Mildred Raffel, Miami Valley, Ohio Bible Students 
"The time was the Great Depression, and the place was 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in Allegheny. This memory begins 
when I arrived at the old Bible House on Arch Street where Br. 
Russell had begun the harvest work. The brethren had lately 
come out of the Society, and instituted the conventions in 
October, near Br. Russell's death anniversary. I opened the 
doors and went in, facing a great sea of faces. Every seat in the 
hall was filled. Someone gave me a seat in the front row. I was 
facing the long platform, banked with autumn chrysanthemums 
around the pulpit. It was so impressive. Br. George Wilson was 
the chairman (later 'Ernest' of the 'Frank & Ernest' program) 
and opened the meeting with hymn #116, 'The Old, Old Story.' 
I had not heard that before, and it touched me so deeply I began 
to weep, and wept throughout the three days of the convention—
every hymn, every talk. I was immersed in a Baptist Church near 
the hall. Some I met at the convention had been pilgrims and 
elders in Br. Russell's day. He had been gone but 18 years, and 
there were still a good number of helpful brethren on the scene. 
It was a real privilege to touch the hands of those who had upheld 
Br. Russell's hands. 

"That was my first meeting and convention. My grandmother 
was immersed by Br. Russell and attended meetings at the Bible 
House. She told me the Truth as a child growing up in the 
Catholic Church. She died in 1929. An old couple living in 
Pittsburgh had been with Br. Russell as colporteurs, Br. John and 
Sr. Lydia Hutchinson. They believed 'the door was closed.' I 
had met them some years before when hunting the Truth, and 
they took me to their humble little flat for tea, and we talked 
about the Truth. I did not see them again for about three years. 
I had lost my office position and could not find work. To help out 
at home, I took a job in a large house as a maid, and that was part 
of the Lord's humbling, because I did not know I was proud. I 
certainly must have been because I needed a lot of humiliation. 
The Hutchinsons were now living near this house, and I spent 
some evenings with them. One evening I asked for something 
to read. They had no literature, and did not want to give me their 
Volumes. But they found an old tattered 'Divine Plan,' which 
I read at once and consecrated immediately. When, I called 
them, they said 'It is time for you to go to Arch Street' and that 
is how it all began. As a result of my consecration, Br. and Sr. 
Hutchinson decided 'the door' was still open and soon packed 
up and went to the Dawn, where they worked and died, in the 
service. I was immersed October 28, and the text for that day is, 
`The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me...' Isa. 61:1.2" 

'Holy Fathers' Contrary to Bible 
Br. Ken Osterman, Grand Rapids, Michigan Ecclesia 
"I was immersed in 1971, but I consecrated the year before in 
November. The brother who gave the discourse was Br. Wilf 
McNee. That is the only time I have seen Br. Wilf, but I 

remember him. There were 11 candidates at Chicago. 
"I had studied with the brethren for a period of months. 

Before I was immersed, I felt I had to go back and explain to the 
priest why I was leaving the Church. During the conversation, 
he lit up a cigarette, and being an ex-smoker myself, that is a sign 
of nervousness. I asked him, 'The Bible says 'there are none 
righteous, no not one,' Why does the Church teach that Mary 
was born immaculate? The Bible says 'flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of heaven,' Why does the Church teach that 
Mary was bodily assumed, flesh and blood, into heaven? The 
Bible teaches 'there is one mediator between God and men, 
Christ Jesus,' and yet the Church teaches that Mary is a 
mediatrix? Finally, I said, 'On what authority am I to believe 
these doctrines?' He said, 'It's true that the Bible does not say 
these things, but it was doctrine developed by the Holy Fathers, 
and on their tradition we are to believe them.' I quoted to him 
that Jesus said the Pharisees were teaching the traditions of men 
rather than the precepts of God. I said, 'I cannot stay in the 
Catholic Church. I formally withdraw.' He said, 'You cannot. 
You were baptized in the Catholic faith, and you cannot ever 
reject the Catholic faith.' I then asked him to excommunicate 
me, and he said they did not do that except under extreme cases. 
So, from his perspective, I am still a Catholic. But, he has no 
control. It is the Lord, and it is on that basis that I am thankful 
for not only what I have seen in my studies, but I can take 
teachings I hear from our elders and go to the Scriptures which 
are the foundation of those talks. I can prove and hold in my 
heart what I feel is the Truth." 

Heritage of a Zealous Grandfather 
Br. Dudley Chastain, New Albany, Indiana Ecclesia: 
"My roots in the Truth go back to Madison County, Indiana, to 
my grandfather on my mother's side, Br. M. U. Johnson, who was 
born in 1865. He graduated from Indiana University and 
became a superintendent of schools in Madison County. He 
came out of college, almost an atheist though raised a Baptist. 
But he did get hold of the Truth. In 1920, he moved to southern 
Indiana where I was born in a log house in that county. When I 
was one year old, my grandfather held a Truth debate in Salem, 
Indiana that lasted a week. It was attended by 400 to 500 people 
a day. He turned the religious area upside down. 

"When I hear some names mentioned, like Br. Irwin Doran, I 
think of 1952, when one of my three brothers, Bob, and I were 
baptized in New Albany, Indiana by Br. Ernest Wylam. The 
other two brothers consecrated later, I was the oldest; and now 
they are all gone. I do miss their fellowship very much. I thank 
the Lord that his mercy and his goodness have followed me all 
the days of my life, including during World War II and other 
events. I see his keeping power. In 1940, my grandfather died. 
I went to live with my grandmother, and it was through her 
efforts that I was able to consecrate in 1952..." 

Grateful for Truth Heritage 
Sr. Esther Ledwinka, Columbus, Indiana Ecclesia 
"I am a third generation Bible Student. From my earliest 
childhood, I can only recall being with brethren. My parents 
always entertained the pilgrims and other brethren. This is a 
wonderful heritage. The year that I symbolized was 1952, and 
Br. Chester Sundbom gave my immersion talk. Br. Penrose 
immersed three of us, at Detroit, Michigan. I have never seen the 
other two since. I would like to caution the young people as Sr. 
Sundbom cautioned me. I was dating a worldly person, and Br. 
and Sr. Sundbom were visiting in our home at the time. She urged 
me not to date anybody outside of the Truth. At first, I was a bit 

See Brethren page 12 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"Comfort yourselves together, and edify one another." 1 Thessalonians 5:1 

Reprint Listening Grows 
Enthusiasm for the Reprints on Audio 
cassette tapes is continuing to grow. 
These tapes are useful for those who want 
to redeem the time while working in the 
home or driving their car. The tapes are a 
special blessing to those who for any 
reason have visual difficulty reading the 
Reprints. 

The New Brunswick Ecclesia in coop-
eration with brethren across the country 
has prepared them in boxed sets of 8 
tapes. Besides being used by brethren as 
individuals, ecclesias can use a set to 
share. (An Index lists each article in the 
boxed set.) Recordings for 1913, 1914 
and 1915 are currently being prepared. 

Two sets are now available: the first 
set, January through May 1913, the sec-
ond, May through October 1913. The cost: 
$12 for each set of 8 (plus any shipping 
when necessary). 

Look for boxed sets available at some 
conventions—individuals or ecclesias 
may send requests for a supply to Bible 
Students Congregation of New Brunswick, 
do 81 Braeton Way, Freehold, NJ 07728 
USA (732) 431-5221 rgray144@aol.com  

1998 Manna Text Calendar 

The New Year's Calendar—compliments 
of the Carl Hagensick Family—is already 
in the hands of many and a welcome, 
handy tool it is at year's end. Those 
desiring a copy, or to be added to the list 
may contact, Carl Hagensick, 2929 
Hillside Lane, Darien IL 60561-1685. We 
add our thanks to those of many for this 
useful gift-greeting that will last 
throughout 1998. 

The Chart of the Ages has been reprinted 
again in beautiful white plastic with blue 
printing, in response to requests. The 
Tabernacle is on the right side. It is 3 feet 
by 5 feet with rod pockets at top and 
bottom. 

Allentown Bible Students 
Rachel Fawcett 
PO Box 3214 
Allentown, PA 18106-0214 
(610) 280-7538 

Colorado Bible Students 
Camille Deuben 
10962 West 30th Place 
Lakewood, CO 80215 
(Sr. Debbie Moss) (303) 238-4936 

Cost is $12 each, plus $3 if mailed. To 
save shipping cost, check at convention 
book tables. 

Order from: Columbus Bible Students 
Ecclesia, PO Box 24271, Columbus, OH 
43224-0271 

Associated Bible Students 
of Metropolitan Detroit 
Mrs. John Hummel 
27200 N. Dixboro 
South Lynn, MI 48178 
(248) 437-9706 

Groton-New London, CT 
Shawn Armstrong 
121 Hynes Avenue 
Groton, CT 06340 

Secretaries—New 

Heart Communion With Jesus—During His Last Week 

A blending of the four Gospels cover-
ing the last week of Jesus (and more) has 
been prepared for a Memorial study and 
meditation. This complete Scriptural nar-
rative includes The Last Day of Jesus 
which some received last year. 

The last week of Jesus' life pulses with 
drama. When Jesus arrived at Bethany, 
all the elements of this drama came to-
gether—the Passover Season, Jesus, the 
multitudes, the priests and Pharisees. 

The drama gathered momentum with 
Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem. 
Daily confrontations with the Pharisees 
ensued. Judas' betrayal pushed the drama 
to a tragic, though triumphant, climax. 

The forces of Israel, the Roman Empire 
and nature itself raged against that lonely 
figure on a cross. "It is finished" was his 
cry. But death was swallowed up in the 
victory of the resurrection. 

Much of this drama is diffused through-
out the four Gospels. No one Gospel 
contains all the details, but they do carry 
much repetition. We have endeavored to 
eliminate the duplications while captur-
ing every descriptive phrase of the drama 
into a seamless flow. Each phrase adds 
another shade of emotion, drama, tragedy 
and pathos, that like a prism refracts the 
beautiful hues of the holy character that 
motivated Jesus' selfless life. 

Heart communion with Jesus includes 
walking with him and experiencing in our 
hearts all the details of his loving sacri-
fice. This complete narrative of Jesus' 
last week will enhance your heart com-
munion with him. 

This blending of the four Gospels also 
includes the resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus. A list of appropriate Reprint 
articles will be included. A beautiful four-
color process cover sets up the theme for 
this stirring drama. The price is $1.00, 
including postage. Send requests to: Ken-
neth Rawson, 60 Jersey Ave., Edison, NJ 
08820 
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miffed at this, but I can see now, and later on, how important that 
was. When I was immersed I was pregnant with our daughter 
Debbie. All of our children have been blessed to know the Truth 
and have been called. Something that is sort of connected, is that 
Sr. Debbie married Br. Larry McClellan, and it happened that Sr. 
Hazel was pregnant with Br. Larry at the time she was immersed. 
We praise the Lord for his blessings. 

"My mother, Sr. Sophie Niemyski, made that [cross and 
crown banner hanging] on the pulpit in the 1940's. She is 88 
years old and with us today. It is such a blessing." 

Herself and Family Brought up in Present Truth 
Sr. Hazel McClellan, Columbus, Indiana Ecclesia 
"I was immersed in 1949 by Br. Leon Norby. Sr. Verie Krupa was 
with me when I took that step of consecration. Something 
relative to what Esther said, when I carried my son, it was not 
until he was about four years old that he told me, 'Well, mother, 
I won't have to consecrate again because I was immersed with 
you!' I said, `No, you will have to make that step yourself, son.' 
He was 16 when he was immersed, Sharon was 15. My mother 
was immersed when she was 12 by Br. Russell with my 
grandmother and grandfather—all three in the river. My father 
and my mother were always an influence to me..." 

Testimonies at West Suburban Illinois, August 31: 

New Hearer Enjoys two Meetings in Salem, Oregon 
Br. Perry Robinson, St. Louis, Missouri 
"...On the way back from the Salem convention, we got on the 
plane in Portland and witnessed to a fellow who is a steward on 
TWA. We talked for most of the three to four hours back to St. 
Louis where he was to report for duty. He studied in a Bible class 
prior to going to seminary. He said, 'The Lord stuck me in a town 
that no one has ever heard of.' I asked him what town, and he 
said, 'Salem, Oregon.' I said, 'We just came from Salem!' He 
said, 'You're kidding!' We talked about the Scriptures and had 
a good conversation. I said that I knew some Bible students 
there, and gave him Br. Jerry Andrus's phone number. Well, he 
called them up, attended their two meetings a week ago, enjoyed 
it, participated, and said, 'I'll be back.' It was a very interesting 
experience..." 

Gave Video to Boss, Hope to His Wife 
Sr. Colleen Stewart, Elmhurst, Illinois 
"...I am having a really exciting witnessing experience, at work 
where I am a delivery person. As I was getting into one of the 
vans, I saw a pile of tapes labeled 'The History of the Jews.' 
There are only five people who work there. I knew the secretary 
was going to church, and the two technicians did not seem 
interested in the Bible at all, and then there was my boss. When 
I asked around, it was my boss who was listening to these tapes. 
I asked what his interest was in them, he said he was part Jewish. 
He was interested in knowing his ancestry he said, though he is 
not very religious. I told him I had a tape for him. I have the one 
of the brethren who went over to the land of Israel to witness to 
the people. This was a few months ago, and he has not yet looked 
at it. He also told me his wife is Jewish. He needed something 
from his house and designated me to drive over there. When I 
was leaving, his wife said, 'You have so much love to give.' So 
I said, 'This is the love of God—it is not really me, but is the love 
of God working in me that you see.' Then, I still could not leave 
it at that, because knowing she was Jewish, I had to say 
something more to her. I gave her a little hope that God is still 
with them and he has much love for his chosen people. She said 

she could not see it in all the terrible things that are going on. I 
said I could understand that, and then I told her some of God's 
plan for them. He will rescue them in the future if they look to 
him. I keep praying for an opportunity to witness more to them." 

Thrilled With Young Now Serving Truth 
Sr. Edna Chastain, Hope, Indiana 
"I was so touched by [Sr. Colleen's] testimony because I work 
for a Jew. He went to Jerusalem this year, and about a month 
before he went, I asked if he would like to see a video. He was 
thrilled with it. He sat in his office with two or three other young 
men who are Jewish. He said that they asked, 'Who are these 
Bible Students?' He said, 'They are wonderful friends to the 
Jew. I really like the Bible Students.' Of course, this has been 
going on for a long time, but he told me that the video really 
helped him because he never knew there were so many places to 
go in Jerusalem. He came back very jubilant that he had gone... 
Once in awhile, I slip scriptures on his desk and he will say, 
`That's exactly what's happening over there...just think, back 
then they knew all that!' I said, 'God foreknew all that.' I really 
thank my heavenly Father for these opportunities we have. 

"There was something else that thrilled me at this convention. 
When Br. Dan Beard was about 13 years old, he visited Br. Bob 
and me. And Br. O.B. when younger, came and spent some time 
with us. Sometimes we think, the older ones are going on and 
who will take over. I was thrilled with the panel this afternoon. 
They brought out so many beautiful things. Those two young 
men said the same things that I heard the old-timers saying a long 
time ago. The Truth is just as vibrant and just as thrilling to them 
as it has been to all of us. I was very deeply touched by these two 
who have grown to love the Truth and exemplify what we 
believe..." 

Catholic Shown She also Prays for Kingdom 
Sr. Anastasia Sheppelbaum, Divine Plan Bible Students 
"You know my name has been ridiculed several times, but I 
always have a golden opportunity with it. I ask 'Do you know 
what it means? It means 'resurrection' found in Volume VI page 
702!' 

"...I want to share an interesting experience that happened at 
a laundromat. A woman came to me pouring out her troubles. I 
said to her, 'Perhaps you are Catholic.' She said she was. I said, 
`Let's say the Lord's prayer together,' and we did. I then said, 
`Do you realize what you have just said? Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done in earth as it is in heaven.' She looked at me and 
said, 'Yes, I say it in my rosary over and over again,' I asked 
Albert, 'Did I say the wrong thing, dear?' He said, 'Oh no.' The 
next time we were there, she came to me and thanked me over and 
over. She said, 'I never thought of what I was saying!' So again, 
I had the opportunity. We must be prepared with literature the 
next time we come in contact with her. It seems that she needed 
someone to talk to, and the Lord gave me the opportunity..." 

Testimonies at Bellingham, WA October 5: 

Had Evidence of Lord's Care Over Her 
Sr. Gwen Haller, Vancouver, British Columbia 
"...I am so thankful, dear brethren, for the care of my heavenly 
Father over another year... I wanted to mention that I had 
evidence of the Lord's providences to those who trust in him and 
try to do his will. I had a nasty fall on September, 10, coming 
home from Victoria. I struck my head on the cement table, not 
very far from my home. I fell forward flat on my face. I broke 
my glasses but I didn't pass out. I got up on my feet and saw that 
I was bleeding. I saw the darkness in front of me and I felt I would 



never make it to my door. I cried out, 'Oh Lord help me.' There 
wasn't a soul around before I said that, then they came up behind 
me. One was a youngish man and he said, 'I'll take you to 
emergency.' He stayed with me while the doctor put two stitches 
on my nose. The biggest thing of all was the blessing that I had 
out of that experience, for I talked to so many at the apartment 
and other places...I am so grateful for your prayers because I am 
sure your prayers avail much for me. I assure you that you have 
my earnest prayers that we may be all found faithful at the end..." 

Thoughts on the Promises Spark Blessings 
Br. Steve Palmgren, Puget Sound Ecclesia" 
"...I just wanted to share a blessing that Rosalie and I have had 
in this last month. What really sparked this were the thoughts Br. 
Ed Boroweic mentioned on the promises of God... We have 
started taking a promise per month and really concentrating on 
it, and reading articles about it. We are just getting started and 
hope we can continue it. I wanted to share with you a promise we 
have for this month. Isa. 58:11 'And the Lord shall guide thee 
continually and satisfy thy soul in drought and make fat thy 
bones and thou shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 
water whose waters fail not.' We have tried this once before and 
failed to follow through but yet it has been a real blessing during 
the months that we have. I want to share one other promise that 
has been a real blessing to us (Ps. 55:22 on page 26 of the 
promise book.) This is a promise that Pastor Russell suggested 
we use when we face problems that baffle our skill or our faith..." 

Granddaughter called from Fifth Generation 
Sr. Jean Kirkham, North Seattle Ecclesia 
"...I was thinking back when Sr. Kristen was a baby and she had 
the colic. I was singing, 'What a friend we have in Jesus.' When 
she was a year old she could sing the tune just as clear as any 
adult. I think back to how this faith background has come 
through in the families. Oh how grateful we are for the tender 
loving care of our heavenly Father and his providential 
overrulings. Sr. Kristen has five generations on three sides of 
the family... Each generation had one that was called of the Lord. 
So how blessed we are to know that he will be with this dear 
sister. I would like to share one text Phil. 1:6. 'Being confident 
of this very thing that he which hath begun a good work in you 
will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.'..." 

Testimonies at Connellsville, PA, October 25,26 

Quiet Man wants Meeting Address 
Sr. Bonita Heeg, Springfield, Ohio 
"...We have so much to be thankful for that the Lord has 
provided. I would like to share one of the blessings. The Central 
Ohio brethren had a booth at a local mall that sponsors a 
Community day... The booth was basically a table and had a 
video machine monitor at one side—with one playing—and the 
Volumes and booklets and free literature. Many people were 
looking. A man came up and I told him that we were there to 
encourage people to study their Bibles. He told me that he liked 
to study his Bible. We had already given him some literature so 
I asked the Lord to help me, because he wasn't saying anything 
and he wasn't going away. The Lord must have helped me 
because the man then pointed and said, 'I have that, that, that and 
that.' He was pointing to the three videos and the First Volume. 
`When you were here in the spring I got all those,' he said. I 
asked him if he had looked at the videos and he said he had his 
friends in, and they looked at the videos. It turns out that he 
wanted to know where the friends meet. The literature had 
telephone numbers, so it remains to be seen. He is from the 
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Columbus area and apparently already had some basis of 
interest. Sitting there—it being Community day—we would 
probably represent a church that people would want to give 
donations to. They just handed us money, we didn't want to take 
it as they hadn't even looked at anything. They would say they 
were making a donation. One gentleman gave money freely and 
I learned a nice lesson from my mom [Sr. Frances McKee]. She 
chimed right in—having taken a mental note of what he had 
given—and started suggesting different booklets. He was 
picking them up as she talked, and just about what he had given, 
he was taking away. It seemed that he had an interest..." 

Oriental Embracing Truth 
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick, NJ 
"...Something I have come to appreciate lately is the Lord 
leading and guiding me `by his eye.' For example the way that 
he mixes our cup—the sweet and the bitter. To be specific, at the 
end of summer Br. Bob's mother had a stroke. There is a lot of 
sadness there, frustration and responsibilities we have that are 
consuming at times. We took her out to dinner at a lovely 
Chinese buffet. Along came the owner of the restaurant—a 
Chinese lady—and she asked us very sweetly, what church we 
go to. I was just thinking, How do you start a conversation with 
a Buddhist or a Hindu? and lo and behold, she has studied with 
the Jehovah's Witnesses for a year. She was very pleased to take 
some literature and since then we have had about five or six, two-
hour studies with her. Her spirit is beautiful and she is extremely 
receptive and gracious... It is a real privilege and a kiss from the 
Lord the way he mixes things..." 

Sacrifice Re-tied to Altar 
Sr. Rachel Hasty, Arab, Alabama 
"I recently had a very strange experience. I lost my leg and my 
hand in a stroke. I have always typed and played the piano for 
the meetings and typed Br. Johnny's talks and, all of a sudden, 
I couldn't type or play the piano. And I still can't. I know that 
we are not suppose to pray for divine healing. We have been 
very carefully told about that because we are dying as a sin 
offering, which is the opposite of trying to build our flesh up. I 
found myself praying for the Lord to give me my leg and my 
hand back and I wasn't even ashamed. I thought to myself, Well, 
I used them in the Lord's service and he knows I want to use them 
in his service. So, I was making excuses and all of a sudden it 
dawned on me one day that I have untied my sacrifice from the 
horns of the altar. I remember Br. Woodworth, many years ago, 
wrote an article in the Dawn entitled 'Keep the Sacrifice Tied to 
the Altar.' I was suddenly so ashamed that I cried and asked the 
Lord to forgive me, and let me get back upon the altar and tie me 
down again. I ask an interest in your prayers also because it 
seems I really do fail in the strangest ways..." 

Blessings Abound from Fellowship with Isolated 
Sr. Marsha Hauke, Baltimore Area Ecclesia 
"...We recently had the privilege of visiting a number of 
brethren, and our son who is in college...One of a few isolated 
brethren we were privileged to visit was Sr. Mary Holley in 
Cleveland, whom I think is the last one left there. Another is Sr. 
Anniliese Williams whom I especially wanted to mention. Sr. 
Margaret Wanchek, who lives in our area in a nursing home, has 
written to Sr. Williams in Mantua, Ohio over the years, and I have 
read her letters to her. We asked if we might stop by for a visit and 
she was very happy. She lives a few miles off the Ohio turnpike, 
near the Akron area. 

"One of a few lessons I have gained on our recent trip is my 
See Brethren next page 
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own need for more in-depth personal study (a real blessing). To 
be with so many different ecclesias, is a mind-expanding expe-
rience. In the Oakland County area in class study discussions, 
there were three subjects that came up which I thought I under-
stood very well. But in discussions with the brethren I found that 
I wasn't as clear in my understanding as I thought and I needed 
more study. 

"Another lesson is that in visiting some of these, although 
they are isolated the Lord never forgets any of his children. Each 
one seems to have contact with someone, somewhere who 
supplies them with tapes. 

"Another lesson was that some of our experiences on the trip 
were very difficult on the flesh but it was solidified in my mind, 
once again, that when it is difficult on the flesh it is probably best 
for our new creatures if we are rightly exercised. I think 
especially of the scripture, 'Though the outward man perish, the 
inward man is renewed day by day.' So we appreciate the Lord's 
mercy with us day by day, his forgiveness and helpfulness in our 
walk..." 

Eight Minute Tape a Beautiful Message 
Br. Lauren Stewart, Associated Bible Students of Central Ohio 
"... We had hoped to have a copy of a small tape available that Br. 
Larry McClellen made on the `Beauties of the Kingdom.' It is 
basically built around the subject matter of the First Volume 
(page 191), `...close your eyes for a moment to the scenes of 
degradation...' The concept behind this eight-minute tape is 
simply to have something to give someone when there isn't time 
to talk a lot. Just say `plug this in your tape deck on the way to 
work and listen to it. It has a beautiful message.' The tape ends 
with, `Now that you have listened, return this to the person who 
gave it to you.' This now gives you an opportunity to witness. 
Copies of the tape will be available soon [November]. If 
interested contact anyone in our area. 

"Learning to be Served" 
Br. Martin Poor, Wilmington/Chesapeake City Ecclesia 
"I think of the word Hallelujah when I think of the blessings the 
Lord has bestowed upon us. He has given us such great riches 
and abundance. Not only in the whole grand spectrum of the 
ecclesias and the people he has adopted as sons, but also to the 
various individuals and their development. 

"I sympathize with Sr. Hasty, knowing what she has gone 
through. Well, I went through a similar thing and am still going 
through it. But, I give thanks. One of the biggest and greatest 
lessons was learning to let other people do things for me. I was 
one of the 'take charge' kind of people - always in the front and 
at the top and always doing things, whether by myself or 
delegating to others. I had to learn reliance on others. Dear 
brethren, I think we have to learn also reliance on the Lord. The 
struggles never get easier, they only get more difficult as our 
earthen vessel weakens and cracks more and more. And we have 
to constantly rely on Jesus and his merit for all the things we 
hope to accomplish, not in the world, but in the heavenly 
treasures that are even now being prepared for us..." 

Lost a Building—Gained a Happier Life 
Sr. Isabell McDonough, Barton, Maryland 
"...I was having the brethren in my home for many years and I 
recently lost that opportunity and it made me so sad. I was 
feeling sorry for myself and Br. Robert Wiggins said, 'Look how 
many more brethren you get to see now because we come and 
bring you to conventions.' I do get to see so many more brethren 
that I haven't seen for so long and it has just been so wonderful... 
I praise the Lord for the wonderful things he has done. I had a 
terrible flood and lost my whole building. The Lord worked it 
out for good, and I am happier than I have ever been in my life. 
It is just wonderful to be with the brethren and be in the family 
of the Lord. ❑ 

Traveled 400 Miles to Borrow Volume 
Br. Timo Nordman writes of a revival of 
Truth in Finland. Four generations in his 
family, plus his wife, are consecrated 
now. Volume translation into modern 
speech is going forward toward future 
witness efforts. Ed. 

There were many years (many decades) 
that there were no extra Finnish Volumes: 
only the old ones brethren have for them-
selves. We have now reprinted Finnish 
1st and 6th Volumes and the Manna. Also 
the 5th Volume is ready to be printed. 
Now we will begin to prepare the 2nd 
Volume. We type the old Finnish transla-
tion to computer and then correct the 
mistranslations and also modernize the 
language, and then print the books in the 
printing house of the University. We also 
publish Finnish Bible Students magazine. 
There are now 50 subscribers-14 breth-
ren in Finland. 

The first Finnish brother heard about 
the Truth in 1908. The Volumes were 
translated from 1910-1914. In 1919 there  

were 900 brethren participating in the 
memorial supper in Helsinki and, of 
course, there were more brethren who 
could not come to Helsinki. In 1920 was a 
division and after that we have had "only" 
two groups, Bible Students and Jehovah's 
Witnesses. After the division there were 
200-300 Bible Students. When the divi-
sion happened the brethren were young. 
So the brethren who started the Truth 
movement in Finland lived till the fifties 
and sixties. In the fifties there were still at 
least 200 brethren but after that the amount 
of brethren started to decrease quickly 
because there were no new brethren. But 
in the eighties and nineties there have 
been some new brethren. Now we have 14 
consecrated brethren, six are between 70-
90 and eight are between 30-45. 

Since the division in 1920, Bible Stu-
dents have been in one group. Sometimes 
all the different ideas have been accepted, 
sometimes there have been strong elders 
who have not accepted any different ideas,  

sometimes brethren have been in peace 
and sometimes there have been problems 
among the brethren. Now two of the breth-
ren do not come to our annual convention. 
When we have study meetings every other 
month in south Finland for all the breth-
ren, there are 6-10 brethren in attendance. 

When I consecrated, brethren had only 
their old Volumes and there were not ex-
tra volumes for me. I traveled by train 400 
miles to my father and borrowed a First 
Volume. After reading the volume I trav-
eled back and took the next Volume, and 
so on. Then later one old brother died so I 
received my own Volumes. Now we are 
going to reprint all the Volumes so that we 
can do witnessing work and perhaps find 
new brethren. 

My grandfather consecrated 1932. 
Now my father, brother, aunt, cousin and 
wife are consecrated. Michael Nekora and 
Carl Hagensick have visited Finland in 
recent years. 
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Conventions 
"Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk ye of all his wondrous works." 1 Chronicles 16:9 

February 14,15 Columbus, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of 
Central Ohio. Five speakers. Theme on Revelation: "The Seven 
Stages of the Church": their messengers and messages with 
emphasis on the Harvest and the Church's message. Secretary: 
Deborah Stewart, 46 Millfield Ave., Westerville, OH 43081. 
Phone: (614) 890-1814. 

March 27-29 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible 
Students pre-Memorial. Bastyr Naturopathic University 
(formerly St. Thomas Center), 14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell, 
WA. (206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. Donald Nussel, P. 0. Box 
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564. 

March 28,29 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students pre-
Memorial. Olentangy High School, Lewis Center Road (6 miles 
north of 1-270 off Route 23). Five speakers. Contact: Todd 
Alexander at (614) 523-1430. 

April 4,5 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia's pre-Memorial. The Pilot School, Garden of Eden 
Rd., Wilmington, DE. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. T. 
Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. 
Phone (302) 328-7673. 

May 2,3 Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students 
Annual. Howard Johnson's, 400 New Britain Ave. Plainville 
,CT. Secretary: Mrs. Daniel Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr., East 
Hartford, CT 06108 Phone: (860) 289-0116 

May 23,24 St. Louis, Missouri. St. Louis Bible Students 
Ecclesia's Memorial Day Annual. Holiday Inn—South, 1-55 
and Butler Hill Road. Eight speakers. Theme: Psalm 48:14. 
Contact Secretary: Dolores Forsythe, 4840 Towne South Road, 
St. Louis, MO 63128. Phone: (314) 487-2651. 

June 6,7 Waterbury, Connecticut. Waterbury Bible Students 
Annual. New location. Details from Secretary: Mrs. Anthony 
Tsimonis, do Waterbury Bible Students, P. 0. Box 1494, 
Waterbury, CT. 06721-1494. 

June 10-14 Euless, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students second 
"Revival." Please note: Location has changed since original 
announcement, Ramada Inn, DFW/West, 2155 W. Airport 
Freeway, Euless, TX. Courtesy shuttle from Dallas-Fort Worth 
airport. Send reservations to Fort Worth Bible Students (not to 
the motel): PO Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. 

June 20,21 Hope, Indiana. Hope Bible Students Annual. 
Ramada Inn, Shelbyville, IN, five speakers. Details from 
Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. 

June 26-28 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. 
Scottish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE. 
Reservations: Mrs. Jim Blackwell, 3181 Inland Drive S, Salem, 
OR 97302. Phone: (503) 362-0622. 

July 15-19 Frankfort, Kentucky. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 21st 
Annual. Holiday Inn, 405 Wilkinson Blvd. Phone (502) 227-
5100. Details from Secretary: Tom Machacek, 702 E. 92nd 
Place, Merrillville, IN 46410. Phone: (219) 738-2011. 

September 26,27 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students. 
Y.W.C.A., 118 N. Wayne Street, Piqua, OH. Phone (937) 773-
6626. Five speakers, Programs and information from Secretary: 
Richard Peddemors, PO Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356. Phone 
(937) 492-8610. 

October 10,11 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible 
Students. Comfort Inn. Secretary: Jackie Lancaster 2288 Timber 
Creek Road, Pipe Creek, TX 78063. (Picked up on e-mail.) 

October 23-25 Irwin, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students, Conley Inn, Irwin, PA—A New Location. Please note: 
Conley Inn (same name but different place), Irwin, PA, about a 
15 minute drive on Pennsylvania Turnpike west of New 
Stanton—the former site. Information from Secretary: Mrs. 
Wesley Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive, Monongahela, PA 15063. 
Phone: (412) 258-2585. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 
1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

"The Earth Shall Yield Her Increase" 
An article in Scientific American, July 
1997, states that with totally natural food 
production, the land should support a 
theoretical maximum of 6 people per 
acre. A practical limit due to non-food 
crops would be closer to 2 people per 
acre. At the start of the 20th century, 
before the advent of artificial fertilizers, 
China's average was 2 people per acre, 
and Japan's higher, although Japan 
received a significant portion of its 
nutrition from ocean fish. 

How does this compare with Br. 
Russell's exposition in Volume One (page 
159)? Six per acre translates to 222 bil-
lion people. This is lower than Br. 
Russell's figure of 252 billion—a figure 
he said was "very liberal." At 2 people per 
acre the earth could support 74 billion 
people, approximately 3 times the current 
scientific estimate of all that have ever 
lived. Of the 5 billion alive today, only 2 
billion rely on food produced with artifi-
cial fertilizers. Applying that ratio to our  

figures, the earth could support 370 bil-
lion with "modern" farming, so Br. 
Russell's figures are totally supportable. 
Another factor not considered is the 
amount of nutrition that could be pro-
vided by large ocean based agriculture. 

In practice, superior farming tech-
niques and "naturally" produced "artifi-
cial" fertilizers would permit mankind to 
use the earth with a "minimum" of lands 
dedicated to farming and a "maximizing" 
of its natural beauty and wonders. 

Br. David Hauke 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and 
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. 
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings 
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com  

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 

... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Re$ur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
Place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that 'Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 

... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 

... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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