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Poland and Ukraine: Prospering in Spirit
Brothers Frank Boychuk and Walter
Hrechuk of Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada, and Br. George Wilmott of Fort
Worth, Texas spent twleve days (July 1829) serving conventions and ecclesias in
Poland and Ukraine. We are pleased to
give our readers another report on the
welfare of our international brethren
which many anticipate from issue to
issue. Ed.

All the brethren from Poland and
Ukraine convey their love and greetings
to all the brethren in the U.S.A. and
Canada. They are very appreciative of the
support for their temporal need received
from brethren, and especially the support
for their spiritual needs.
The greater portion of the time was
spent in Ukraine. Br. George Wilmott arrived in Poland a week earlier and joined
us at the General Convention.

Convention at Krakow,
July 19, 20.
"Hear ye the word which the Lord
speaketh unto you." Jeremiah 10:1

They came-1,200 brethren—from
many parts of Poland, from France, U.S.A.,
Canada, Ukraine, Israel, Romania,
Moldova and Russia.
The speakers—all brethren in Christ—
came from three countries, each to add his

1,200 Brethren attended Convention at Krakow

portion to the feast:
Zdzislaw Kolacz, Daniel Krawczyk,
Waldemar Szymanski, Jozef Sygnowski,
Jan Kopak and Piotr Krajcer, from Poland; Janusz Wozniac from France; Walter
Hrechuk, from Canada.
Br. Henryk Plewniok conducted a general business session dealing with all the
Polish ecclesias whose members voted
upon the proposals made.

Convention at Lviv drew 300 Brethren

The discourses—all in the Polish language—covered a variety of subjects such
as: "Be Ye Clean That Bear the Vessels of
the Lord," "Our Lord's Return and Reign,"
"Preach the Word of Truth," "The Life of
Apostle Paul," "Heritage of the Saints,"
"Departing to Our Home" and a baptismal
discourse.
Twenty candidates symbolized their
consecrations by water immersion administered by Br. Aleksander Lipka.
The convention closed with exhortations to remain faithful and steadfast in
their walk, and by all reciting the Lord's
Prayer together.
We left on Sunday, after the convention with the brethren from Ukraine, traveling in their nine passenger van which
was made available several years ago
through the combined contributions of
French, Canadian and American brethren, and has been a great blessing for the
brethren in Ukraine.
Our first destination on Sunday evening
was the home of Br. Eugene Szarkowicz
and family, in Przychojec, which is close
to the Ukrainian border. The sisters at the
Szarkowicz home served us a delicious
supper.
After a good night's rest, Br.
See Ukraine page 4
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day." 2 Cor. 4:16,17

■ Sr. Mary Olchowy, Sr. Joanne and Br. Henryk Pietrus
(daughter and son-in-law) (3661 Gaboury Pl., Winnipeg, MB,
Canada R2H OL4) experienced great sadness at the loss of Sr.
Mary's dear husband Br. John, father of Joanne, on June 15.
It has been a lonely time since his passing, after sharing our
life together for 41 years. It is a great joy to me that we both
shared the Truth and studied it and met with those of like
precious faith, and traveled together to share it with others in
many countries, visiting many Bible Student ecclesias.
"Today, I have only the Lord and myself in my home but
cherish the thought that I have my brethren with whom I meet,
and my daughter and son-in-law. My greatest joy is that I have
the Truth, and I pray that I will continue to make it my own until
my change come.
"Henryk, Joanne and I have received very many cards of
sympathy and consolation. We are not able to express our great
gratitude to all of you individually, so we would like to thank
you, our dear brethren, through the Bible Students Newsletter for
your kindness and sympathy in the words of love expressed in
the cards. We thank the Lord for all of you and will remember
you in our prayers."
■ Sr. Helen Johnson (123 W. Fair Meadow Drive, Canonsburg,
PA 15317) lost her husband Ray (of fifty years) on July 12 from
multiple myeloma. She had been his sole caregiver throughout
the several years of his illness, until he entered a nursing facility
a month before his death.
She states: "The flood of comfort messages and precious
Scripture texts by regular and e-mail has been simply overwhelming. I will always remember this outpouring of love and
your prayers that have upheld me. You will be in my prayers
dear brethren 'until we attain a better state than this. —
■ Sr. Adalene Spielman ( 1801 NE 201 St. Avenue, Apt F1,
Fairview, OR 97060-8739) had surgery on July 28 to correct
vertebral pressure on a nerve which weakened her arm. A
critical post-operative heart condition developed which was
monitored in Intensive Care. A week later she was transferred to
a skilled nursing facility and went home after a short stay. At last
report she is back home and doing well.
■ Br. George Eldridge (37 Falcon Road, Levittown, PA 19056)
was doing yard work in the first week of July and noticed some
sensations in his chest. Later a stress test indicated another test
was needed. An arteriogram revealed three blocked coronary
arteries. Open heart surgery was scheduled for the next day
(July 18), and performed in record time. The notice of Br.
George's surgery was sent by Br. Len Griehs, his fellow elder in
the Delaware Valley Bible Students class. Br. George said to tell
the brethren he was doing fine; he had put all his trust in the Lord
and was at great peace when he went into surgery.

■ Sr. Ruth Morin, (3858 Hobday Road, Bliss, NY 14024) A
tragedy in the family of Sr. Ruth Morin, of the Buffalo, New
York Ecclesia, has claimed the life of her dearly beloved eldest
son, Greg Morin, 28 years of age. Evidently, after receiving
payment for his work at week's end (August 16), he was robbed,
beaten, and left to die on some railroad tracks. He was
subsequently struck by a train, and killed instantly. The tragedy
occurred in Florida, in the Miami area, where he had been living
for the past year. The police have no leads and have decided to
close the case.
Prayers are requested for strength and comfort in the intense
grief experienced by Sr. Ruth Morin, and Sr. Helen Szuba,
Greg's grandmother. Cards and expressions of sympathy will be
helpful.
Br. Bruce Clark gave a memorial service on August 24 that
was attended by approximately 165 persons.
■ The Family of Sr. Hannah Langer, her three daughters and
sons-in-law who shared in her care: Br. Ed and Sr. Jackie Lamel,
Br. Boone and Sr. Jean Mora, Br. Richard and Sr. Shirley Evans
wish to express heartfelt thanks for the love and prayers, cards
and e-mails expressing appreciation of her consecrated life. As
a family they are grateful for her example of self-sacrifice and
service to the brethren, and for the foundation in the Truth she
instilled in them. Christian love from all.
■ Sr. Frieda and Br. Walter Dearing (1932 E. Knox Street,
Indianapolis, IN 16237) wish to thank all the brethren who have
expressed sympathy towards them in the deaths of Sr. Ola
Harvey (Nov. 25, 1996) and George Dearing (Feb. 24, 1997).
The visits of the brethren to the funeral home, the flowers sent
and the prayers offered have been a source of strength and
comfort. They remember the brethren in prayer.
■ Sr. Iola (Upton) Buker, (230 - 12875 Railway Avenue.
Richmond, BC, Canada V7E 6K3) "I really enjoy hearing of the
work in India, Africa, S. America, etc., also testimonies from
conventions.
"On July 8th I had an emergency surgery, a four-way bypass.
It has been quite a miracle recovering so well from this ordeal.
So thankful to the Lord for his strength and mercy.
"I married last August 1996 to Harry Buker. We have moved
and are very happy in our new location. Love in Christ. Phil.
4:9."

■ Sr. Bernice Gray (30 Eldorado, Toms River, NJ 08757)
suffered a stroke on August 1. She is the mother of Br. Robert
Gray who sent this information. "Her condition was described
as both 'expressive and receptive aphasia.' She has been at the
local community hospital as well as a rehabilitation hospital for
physical, occupational, and speech therapy from August 12 to
21. As of this writing, she is in a nursing home rehabilitation
■ Sr. Ann Wittbrodt (1809 Bacon Avenue, Berkley MI 48072- setting and expects to be at her own home shortly. She will
1062) was diagnosed with cancer and had surgery in mid June. continue to need some speech therapy, and if it is the Lord's will.
A month later, in a second surgery, no cancer was found. Sr. Ann she will improve her ability to communicate and receive
is in process of radiation therapy and is reported to be rejoicing communication more clearly while recuperating.
in the Lord's care and overrulings in her life. She is a member
"We are more aware of our own need for patience and wisdom
of the Oakland County, Michigan Ecclesia.
for all that must be done for and with her. And to that end that
Recently, Sr. Ann assured the writer, with smiles, that she is
we might be a blessing to her, we solicit your prayers. Sr.
not distressed, but at peace with God and added: "It's only Bernice' s natural sister, Lottie Wilson, has been very supportive
flesh." Thank you Sr. Ann for your helpful example! Ed.
See Afflicted page 19

3

Entered Into Rest
"Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory." Psalm 73:24

■ Sr. Hannah Langer, finished her earthly course on July 30 at
the age of 92. Both Hannah and her husband, Sidney (who died
in 1989), gave their hearts in consecration to the Lord in 1937.
Hannah and Sidney moved to
Batavia, Illinois in 1936 with
three small girls. Br. William
Kluwe made a hardware delivery to their home and quoted a
text from Revelation. Even
though Hannah didn't understand the text, she thought, This
is a religious man. Br. Kluwe
noticed her interest in the Bible
as he told her of the Abrahamic
promises. He found other opportunities to witness to her, and
each time she would go to the
library to research if, indeed,
these wonderful truths unfoldSr. Hannah Langer
ing were in the Bible.
After a year's study with Br. Kluwe and his wife Sr. Emma,
Hannah and Sidney were immersed, thankful that their prayer
was answered.
For over forty years, meetings were held in their home. They
associated with the Chicago Bible Students for almost forty
years before moving in 1984 to the Bible Students Retirement
Center in Portland, Oregon.
Surviving are three daughters: Sisters Jackie Lamel, Shirley
Evans and Jean Mora, four grandsons, two great-grandchildren,
a sister and four brothers. See Afflicted.
■ Sr. Irene Mundell entered into rest September 2 at her home
in Olympia, Washington with her son Eleos and daugher Alethea
at her side. In July she was in the hospital for amputation of one
leg below the knee. She never fully
recovered.
She was born November 14,
1905 in Massachuesetts. Later she
moved to the greater New York
area. In the 1930's she heard the
Frank and Earnest radio program.
From this she became interested in
the Truth and consecrated. In these
years she met and married Br.
Mundell. Unknown to her at the
time, he was also the announcer on
the Frank and Earnest program
which first drew her attention to
the Truth. Br. Mundell had also
Sr. Irene Mundell
worked at the Bethel with Br.
Russell from 1910 but left in 1916 when he had a falling out with
J. F. Rutherford. Br. Mundell died in 1975. Sister Mundell
moved to Olympia with her son and daugher in 1981. There they
continued their studies and mutual love for the Truth until she
fmished her course.
Funeral services were held in Olympia on September 5 with
Br. Jerry Leslie officiating. Br. Eleos and Sr. Alethea live at:
11726 Scott Creek Dr. SW, Olympia, WA 98512-9038. Phone:
(360) 943-3523.

■ Sr. Mary A Hopstetter of the San Antonio Ecclesia finished
her course at 93 years of age, consecrated for over fifty years.
She loved to witness and did so at every opportunity. Sr. Mary
attended every memorial with the class and attended the last
convention in April, 1997.
She is the mother of Edward Russell Hopstetter who is a
believer of the Truth but not consecrated. When he married his
wife Verna, Sr. Mary witnessed to her at every opportunity and
the Lord used her to bring Sr. Verna into the Truth.
All members of the class feel blessed to have known her and
look forward to that glorious day when they will be together with
our Father.
■ Sr. Vernie Krupa of Fairview, Oregon since 1990, entered
into rest on July 12 of a heart attack. At the hospital she had
declined by-pass surgery, and returning home she lay down for
a nap and never awakened. Enroute to Emergency her heart
stopped but she had requested "no
heroic measures." She died a
month before her 82nd birthday.
Reared in the Truth, her father
Br. John Balabuch, died in 1930 of
a heart attack at 49. She was a teenage member of the Detroit Junior
Bible Students and was immersed
in 1937 in Lake Michigan. She
married Br. Ray in 1939 and their
son Timothy was born in 1941. Both
survive her. The family moved to
New Jersey in 1950 to the Dawn
Bible Students Association where
they served twenty-two and oneSr. Vernie Krupa
half years. In 1973 they moved to
California, in 1981 to Oregon and the Retirement Center in 1990.
While in Oregon they made a number of pilgrim trips to Europe.
Sr. Vernie was fluent in Polish and English which gave many
opportunities of service. A versatile sister, she played for the
meetings most of her life although she had had but ten piano
lessons. She also loved writing cards and letters to encourage the
sick and lonely brethren.
Br. Tim recalls their time with her in the hospital: "...a
beautiful time of fellowship—talking of spiritual things and
reminiscing. We had no expectation that it was our farewell but
it could not have been more loving...*God is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him. — Heb.11:6
A memorial service on July 19 at the Retirement Center was
conducted by Br. David Bruce. About ninety friends and brethren attended.
■ Sr. Josephine Vaile of Chicago, Illinois entered into rest on
August 10—having been stricken at the Sunday meeting of the
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. The paramedics came quickly
but she died in her chair amid the brethren she loved.
At an early age Josephine was present at Lithuanian Bible
Student meetings with her mother Sr. Vera Taut, a former member of the Catholic church.
Of a generous disposition, Sr. Josephine was loving and
helpful to others: seniors in her building, sharing her knowledge
of natural remedies, and volunteering to stay with elderly sisters
See Deaths page 19
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Ukraine From page 1

Szarkowicz gave us a guided tour of the
furniture factory owned by his son Br.
Leszek. He makes all kinds of chairs,
which he sells to retailers all over Poland.
He employs 50 people at the present time.
His total operation covers the receiving
of logs from the sawmill to the finished
product.
After a delicious lunch served by Sr.
Szarkowicz and her daughter-in-law, we
departed for Ukraine.
In a short time we were at the border,
but the line-up of vehicles waiting to cross
was very long. We waited three hours
before we cleared Polish customs. On entering Ukraine, Br.
Frank and Br. Walter discovered problems with their visas.
The Ukrainian Embassy in Ottawa, Canada, had made an error on the date of entry into
Ukraine; they had written the
number 08 (Aug.) instead of
07 (July), which made us one
month early.
The officials stated that it
was an error beyond their jurisdiction to rectify, so entry
on this basis was refused. They
told us we would have to go
back to Warsaw, Poland, to
apply for a new visa. We told
them this was not possible as
we had given up our visas for
Poland at the Polish border.
We trusted that the Lord would
provide a solution to this dilemma. We concluded that the responsibility rested with the Ukrainian Embassy
in Canada. We contacted our travel agency
in Winnipeg by phone, and they in turn
called Ottawa. They replied that nothing
could be done until the next day as the
person was not available. We insisted that
they call that person back to work to rectify the matter. After several appeals, the
Ukrainian Embassy in Ottawa called in a
man to search the files for our visa applications. He was able to find them and
faxed the information to the customs office where we were detained. They were
very apologetic for the error. After spending five hours at the border we were allowed entry into Ukraine—a trying experience but, nevertheless, one which we
had trusted the Lord to help us resolve.
We arrived at our destination, the home of
the Lajbida family in the village of
Dublane, at 4 a.m.
After a few hours' rest and breakfast,
we started out for Chernivtsi. On the way,
our first stop was the village of Torhovici
to visit the relatives of Br. Frank. From
there we were scheduled to have a meeting in the village of Onut, but due to a flat

day, July 24. Here, too, there were three
discourses: Br. Walter's, "Our Faith"; Br.
George's, "The Tabernacle and Our Consecration"; and Br. Frank's, "Our Christian Ideals." Again, a number of questions
were asked. Brethren wanted to know.
Where is the Great Company shown in the
Tabernacle'? Where are we begotten of
the Spirit—in the Court, or in the Holy?
There was much discussion on this subject. Lunch was served. We then left for
the village of Zolochiw, where Br. Eugen
Dohan and family live.
A meeting was held there in the afternoon. A number of brethren gathered from
the surrounding area. Br.
Walter's discourse was "Ten
Temptations of Israel"; Br.
George's, "Three Days as Related to the Seven Thousand
Year Periods (Days)"; Br.
Frank's, "The Last Days of
Apostle Paul." A number of
questions on various Bible subjects were discussed.
The Word of Truth is prized
very dearly by all the brethren.
especially since they have the
Volumes in their own language
and other books and booklets
that have been translated for
their use. Wherever we went,
brethren expressed a great sorrow in the passing to his reward of Br. John Olchowy.
They were happy for him that
his services on this side of the
Brethren at Temopil
veil were finished, but felt a
George) there was the driver, Br. Lewko, deep loss that his services would no longer
and Br. Adam Udod, who came from Rus- be available. One brother said, "it seems
sia, traveling 1,300 miles by train to be at the Lord takes those away who are most
needed." As we know, Br. John sacrificed
the Convention in Lviv.
The next day, a meeting was arranged time, effort and energy in all the translatin the village of Metkiw, where brethren ing he did for the service of the brethren in
came from four different villages. The Ukraine. He translated Volumes 1,2,3,5,6
meeting was held at the home of Br. of Studies in the Scriptures; Tabernacle
Wladomir and Sr. Maria Midwediew (they, Shadows, Photodrama of Creation, the
too, had just been immersed). There were Manna, God's Promises Come True.
three discourses: Br. Walter's, "Man Shall People of the Bible, The Covenant Book
Not Live by Bread Alone"; Br. Frank's, (not yet published) and many, many Re"God's Hand in the Affairs of Man"; and print articles for the Ukrainian Journal
Br. George's, "The Chart of the Ages," in Zorinnia (Dawn of a new day). He also
English and translated by Br. Frank. The translated the scripts for the videos Drama
service was followed by much discussion of Creation and For This Cause. Both of
and many questions After lunch, we left these videos are now available in the
for the village of Dobrynivtsi, where the Ukrainian language. These were prepared
families of Br. Manoli Hawriliuk and Br. by Br. George Wilmott and Br. George
Wm. Patsarniuk live. We spent about three Tabac. The Fourth Volume has been transhours there discussing various aspects of lated by Br. Andrew Lajbida in Ukraine
the Truth.
and is now being prepared by Br. Walter
We left there hoping to make it in time Hrechuk for publishing. The scripture frefor meetings in Ternopil that day at the quently quoted for Br. John Olchowy was
homes of Br. Hnat Kreskew and Br. "Blessed are the dead which die in the
Yaroslaw Semchuk. However, due to poor Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit,
roads and wet weather, we were too late that they may rest from their labours; and
but had the meetings the next day, Thurs- their works do follow them." Rev.14:13.

tire and missing the road to Onut, we
arrived too late for the meeting. The brethren who gathered there had already left.
But all was not lost, we had very nice
fellowship at the home of Br. Stephan and
Olga Kostraba—both of whom had symbolized their consecration just two weeks
prior. There were eight brethren immersed
at the home of Sr. Drobot, in a tub that was
specially built for this purpose. Br.
Zygmont Pasierski conducted the service.
Sister Kostraba served us the traditional
Ukrainian soup, borsch. She then prepared our beds and we stayed overnight.
Besides the three of us (Frank, Walter and

The next day, our journey continued
from Zolochiw to the city of IvanoFrankiwsk, a three-hour drive, to the home
of Br. and Sr. Michael and Marosia
Krayetski. Br. Michael moved here recently after his marriage to Sr. Marosia.
He is the only brother in the ecclesia,
which consists of ten sisters—most of
whom are elderly. The sisters are very
happy now that they have a brother who
can lead their studies. They were all very
thankful for the Volumes. The meeting
consisted of three discourses: Br. Walter's,
"Watchman, What of the Night"; Br.
George's, "Vessels of Gold, Silver, Wood
and Earth"; and Br. Frank's, "The Seven
Last Plagues."
We departed for Lviv and on the way,
visited the family of Br. Zygmont Pasierski,
who lives in the village of Hrebovischi.
We left Br. Adam Udod there and
continued on to Dublane, to the
home of Andrew Lajbida and family. Three of us stayed for the next
three days before we departed for
Canada via Frankfort, Germany.

Convention at Lviv,
July 26, 27.
The opening discourse given
by Br. Walter Hrechuk was titled:
"Hold Fast Thy Crown," followed
by Br. Y. Klusak (Poland) on "Our
Consecration Vows."
Nearly all the Ukrainian brethren understand the Polish language. After lunch Br. George
Wilmott (U.S.A.) served with a
discourse in English translated
by Br. Frank Boychuk into Ukrainian on the topic, "The Four Classes as
Shown in the Pyramid on the Chart." Br.
Jan Kopak (Poland) gave the last discourse of the day on "Miracles of Healing." A supper of soup, sandwiches, beverages and baked goods was served.
Three discourses were given in the
morning of the second and last day: Br.
Frank Boychuk spoke first on "Bible Chronology," followed by Br. George Wilmott,
"Our Consecration as Shown in the Tabernacle," translated by Br. Andrew
Lajbida. Br. Walter Hrechuk gave the closing discourse: "Children of the Day, Not
of the Night." He also gave concluding
thoughts on the work of the Harvest, and
the publishing and sending out literature
to the Ukrainian brethren.
In the afternoon, time was allotted for
singing by choirs from Orliwka and Lviv
and for the children's presentations. The
choir from Orlikiw was conducted by Br.
Victor Xilchuk. Br. Lajbida, accompanied
by Sr. Zoreana Dowhan on the guitar,
directed the children's presentations of
song and poetry.
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from the difficulties she is experiencing.
Later, Br. Bohdan Wowk took us in the
van to the village of Wynnyky where we
visited with the family of Br. Gregory
Dowhan and in the home of his son Oleh.
Precious moments were spent in fellowship in the Truth and about our experiences with the brethren we had visited.
Then we traveled to the village of
Hreboweschi to visit and have supper with
Br. Zygmont Pasierski and family. After
fellowship we left for our stay overnight
at the home of Br. Andrew and family.
The following day, July 29, we boarded
the Boeing 837 from Lviv (Ukrainian International Airlines) to Frankfurt, Germany. From Frankfurt, Air Canada
(Boeing 867) took us to Toronto, Canada
(an 8-1/2 hour flight) and on to Winnipeg
(2-1/2 hours), landing the same day. We
had 24 hours of sunlight.
Our journey was a rich blessing of sharing the Word of God
with brethren who were appreciative and eager to receive it. They
were grateful for the bountiful
blessings opened to them since
they received the freedom to worship our heavenly Father without
fear. Their desire to he faithful
and to abound in the precious
promises is ever present with
them.
Despite the poor economic
conditions and the low wages of
30, 40 or 50 Hrewnie (dollars) per
month (50 Hrewnie is equal to
$27 US funds), their faith is not
shaken because they know the
Br. Walter Hrechuk, Sr. Zoreana Dowhan
future is as bright as the promises
Millennial Dawn into the Ukrainian lan- of God. Many of them have not been paid
guage. These will be published with musi- for their work for five to nine months, or
cal notation. The Ukrainian brethren have longer. A sister Maria Shkilna, a medical
not had a hymn book with music, so some doctor who works in the prevention of
of the hymns we know are sung with a infectious diseases department and emerdifferent or slightly varied melody. This gency ward in a hospital in Ternopil, has
hymn book will be formatted and pub- not been paid for five months. She is
lished in Canada.
supported by her mother who receives a
After the convention, Br. George small pension of 49 Hrewnie a month
Wilmott left with the brethren from ($27US). They say adverse conditions do
Moldova to visit brethren there. Br. Walter not dwarf their faith because they believe,
and Br. Frank returned to the home of Br. if they are faithful overcomers, they will
Andrew Lajbida for the night, and the have the privilege of lifting mankind up
next day we had an opportunity to do the highway of holiness where a feast of
some shopping in downtown Lviv. Sr. fat things will be provided for all. We pray
Halyna Lajbida accompanied us. After and trust that their efforts will be rewarded.
shopping we were invited to the home of
May we continue to remember all our
Br. John and Sr. Mary Krawiec for dinner. dear brethren worldwide in our prayers.
Here we met other brethren. A young sis"Therefore, my beloved brethren, he ye
ter who recently consecrated was wit- steadfast, unmoveable, always aboundnessed to by Br. Kraviec. She expressed ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as
her joy at knowing the Truth, but also ye know that your labour is not in vain in
mentioned the many trials that came with the Lord." 1 Cor. 15:58. ❑
it. Opposition from her husband and parents has been a trying experience for her,
but her faith is strong despite the tears

Throughout the convention brethren
were continually expressing joy and appreciation for the Truth, and freedom to
express their faith freely, no longer suppressed as in the years of the Communist
regime. It was observed how boldly they
speak the Truth to others who are not
acquainted with it.
The 300 brethren attending came from
Russia, Romania, Moldova, Poland,
U.S.A., Canada, and many parts of
Ukraine: Ternopil, Ivano-Frankiwsk,
Chernivtsi, Orliwka, Zolochiw,
Dobrenivtsi, Metkiw, Wikno, Onut,
Zacarpathia, Berezno, Rovno, Wynnyky,
Polane, Hrebovischi, Lutsk and other
places unknown to us.
Sister Zoreana Dowhan learned the
English language and undertook the major task of translating the Hymns of
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New Brethren in Christ
"Walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory." 1

Immersions 1997
At Prince Albert, Sask., June 29:
Br. John Jinjoe, son of the late Br. Stanley and Sr. Janet Jinjoe;
Sr. Irene Gerner, daughter of Sr. Nellie Gondyk.
Both candidates are members of the North Saskatchewan Bible
Students Ecclesia.
At Claremont, CA, July 29:
Br. John Belea, Phoenix, AZ;
Br. John Tiplia, Orange County, CA.
Both brothers are from Romania. Br. Tiplia is a member of the
Los Angeles Ecclesia.
At Michigan Heights, MI, August 17:
Br. Chris and Sr. Cindy Baertson, Oakland County (MI) Bible
Students Ecclesia, received initial witness at Michigan State
Fair.
At Hartford, CT, September 10:
Sr. Robin Zak Durrenberger, daughter of Sr. Carole Zak.
Member of the Hartford Bible Students Ecclesia.
At Onut, Ukraine, July 7:
Br. Stephan and Sr. Olga Kostraba of Onut;
Br. Waldomir and Sr. Maria Midwediew of Metkiw and
Four others whose names were not available.
All were immersed at the home of Sr. Drobot in a tub specially
built for the purpose.
At Krakow, Poland, July 19 or 20:
Twenty brethren were immersed at the convention but names
were not obtained.

Thess. 2:12

Finding the Truth
Br. Chris and Sr. Cindy Baertson
At the Michigan State Fair, in 1995, never having been to a fair,
Sr. Cindy "raided" the Detroit Bible Student Ecclesia's booth of
"all the free
literature
could get my
hands on. When
we went home
and actually
re ad
the
literature, we
decided that
anyone who
knew the dead
really
were
dead
were,
indeed,
doing
Br. Dan Montle, Sr. Cindy and Br. Chris Baertson
the Lord's
work." This prompted Sr. Cindy to write a "fan letter with a tithe
check" to the Ecclesia. When Br. Frank Nemesh opened the
letter he saw the spirit of the Lord working. Br. Frank gave the
letter to Br. Brad Bach, who followed up. Sr. Cindy said "The part
in Br. Brad's letter which made me call is that he said, It would
be a real blessing to study with you.' A lot of people have said
a lot of things to me, but that was never one of them. Shortly
afterward, we met with Br. Brad and Br. Ric Cunningham."
Roughly six months later Br. Chris consecrated and about a
month after that, Sr. Cindy consecrated. That was a year and a
half ago. Br. Chris waited for Sr. Cindy to study out water
baptism that they might be baptized together in the Lord. The
immersion was held in Madison Heights, MI.

Arafat not playing role of a partner
Yet Israel takes rap for imperiling peace
Dayton Daily News Editorial May 29,
1997, Dayton, Ohio by Mona Charen.

Yasser Arafat, the man credulous
Westerners would like to imagine as the
George Washington of the Middle East, is
confounding his admirers. Last week, the
world learned of executions carried out
by the agents of Arafat against
Palestinians who sold land to Israelis.
This week reports are surfacing of
widespread torture...
Rather than confront the brutality and
implacable hostility of the Palestinians
toward Israel, it is far easier for the peace
party to fancy that the problem lies within
Israel. And so we have the second-guessing of every move taken by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Did he provoke
the Palestinians by opening the tunnel
near the Islamic holy sites? Isn't he putting his thumb in their eye by building
apartments in Jerusalem?

The tunnel...was nowhere near the Islamic holy places. And Israel has never
agreed to surrender any part of Jerusalem.
Worse than the endless criticism of
Netanyahu is the almost absolute silence
about Arafat's words and deeds. Only in
the pages of Commentary will you find
the other side of the story.
In the May issue, Jonathan Torop, a
fellow at the Washington Institute for Near
East Policy, traces Arafat's public comments since the signing of the first Oslo
accord in 1993. That and later accords
bound the Palestinian Authority to "abstain from incitement, including hostile
propaganda" against Israel as well as abjuring violence and terror.
Yet Arafat and his ministers have engaged in an unceasing campaign of vitriol
against Israel. Speaking to a group of
Arab ambassadors in Stockholm in January 1996, Arafat talked of his plans, "to
eliminate the State of Israel by making

life unbearable for the Jews." He continued, "we Palestinians will take over everything including Jerusalem...We plan...to
establish a purely Palestinian state...I have
no use for Jews."
In almost every speech, Arafat invokes
jihad, or holy war, against Israel and Jews.
In October 1996, Arafat told a Gaza refugee camp, "We are now entering the phase
of the great jihad prior to the establishment of an independent Palestinian state
whose capital is Jerusalem...We are in
conflict with the Zionist movement and
the Balfour Declaration."
The Balfour Declaration was the 1917
British commitment to the idea of a homeland for the Jews. Arafat rejects even that.
Some peace partner.
Mona Charen, a former speech writer
in the Reagan White House, and a frequent panelist on CNN's The Capitol
Gang.
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Nussels' Findings Enrich Library
Through the industry and determination
of Br. Donald and Sr. Gloria Nussel the
Newsletter has received some
enlightening glimpses into early Truth
history which is given in an article
entitled: "Truth Connection to
Eisenhowers Confirmed" on the next
page. The Nussels are members of the
North Seattle Bible Students Ecclesia
where Br. Don is an elder.
In the summer of 1996, returning from
the Hope, Indiana Bible Students Convention, the Nussels spent two days in the
Library of the Eisenhower Center at
Abilene, Kansas. They were admitted as
researchers into the religious influences
in the boyhood home of President Dwight
Eisenhower. Br. Don relates his purpose
for the Abilene visit, "I was prompted by
years of unanswered questions regarding
the Eisenhower family and their connection to the Truth." He continues, "I recall
my grandparents mentioning the 'River
Brethren' and the Truth in context with
the Eisenhowers...also mentions by other
brethren over the years. Told that the
mother [of the President] was in the Truth,
I asked about the father—well, they didn't
know."
On the first day at the Library the
Nussels did a lot of reading on the family's
history but nothing about the father
David's religion was found. They read
and searched again most of the second
day. Then, in a very large volume Br. Don
found an account of Dwight Eisenhower's
uncles: Ira and Abraham Lincoln
Eisenhower—brothers who became
preachers. At this point Br. Don was getting desperate as his time was running
out. "This was our last day," he said, "then
all of a sudden, I opened to a place in this
large volume and there it was—what I had
been looking for! David Jacob Eisenhower
[Ike's father] had been an elder in the
Abilene Bible Students class for twenty
years!" This was found in the history of
"The Religious Background of the
Eisenhower Family" by Gladys Dodd. In a
discussion with one of the archivists Sr.
Gloria asked about the large pyramid chart
that David Eisenhower made (referred to
in the history) that hung on his living
room wall until after his death. The archivist replied that the Library did not have
it, or any knowledge of what had become
of it. Sr. Gloria then said, "We have a
Pyramid chart," and Br. Don added, "We
have those charts and use them—we know

what they are talking about." At this, the
archivist became intensely interested and
asked if they (the Nussels) would furnish
the Library with copies. He was assured
that a copy of the Pyramid chart and others would be sent. Before departing, the
Nussels made copies of the history's pertinent sections. Copies of these have been
freely circulated among the brethren.
At home again, the Nussels received a
letter dated August 15 from Martin
Teasley, Assistant Director of the Library.
It stated:
"...our staff was quite intrigued to learn
that you are familiar with the
Russellite or International Bible
Students Association literature which
may have influenced the thinking and
beliefs of David and Ida Eisenhower
during Dwight Eisenhower's boyhood
years. One of our archivists Herb
Pankratz has informed me that you
have already offered to send us a copy
of a chart with pyramids which David
Eisenhower may have utilized. Since
we have very little documentation
relating to this facet of the early
Eisenhower family years, the Library
would be interested in acquiring
copies, or, if possible original
publications, or books which would
reflect the religious teachings being
studied by Dwight Eisenhower's
parents in the 1890s and 1900s.
"Any materials you would be willing to make available, would be sincerely appreciated, and would provide
a useful tool for researchers trying to
study Eisenhower's boyhood period..."
The Pyramid chart, one of the Divine
Plan of the Ages, and several chronology
charts from the back of the Watch Tower
Bible were sent, and brought the following acknowledgment from Mr. Teasley:
"The five charts and your letter of September 9 arrived in good condition.
Thank you for donating the fascinating materials to the Eisenhower Library. They will be an excellent addition to our holdings relating to the
religious beliefs of the Eisenhower family..."
In due course, the Nussels sent the
Library a number of books previously
requested by the assistant director in re-

sponse to Br. Nussel's offer to augment
the Eisenhower family book collection.
Archivist Herbert Pankratz sent the following acknowledgment:
"Thank you for donating the helpful
material to the Eisenhower Library. It
will be a real asset to our holdings on
the religious background of the
Eisenhower family. When people ask
about David Eisenhower's pyramid
chart we will have something to show
them.
"We are pleased that you could locate original copies of volumes one
and two of Studies in the Scriptures
(1914 edition). They will be placed in
our rare book collection with David
Eisenhower's set of volumes three to
six. The Eisenhower volumes are
smaller...and their publication dates
range from 1910 to 1912. You may
inspect these volumes during your next
visit to Abilene. There appear to be a
few hand notations and calculations in
at least one of the original volumes.
"The large volume containing all
six parts to the Studies in the Scriptures and the Tabernacle Shadows of
Better Sacrifices will be placed in our
book collection where they will be
readily available to all researchers and
staff members on a daily basis. The
additional copies of the booklets by
Charles T. Russell and Morton Edgar
will be placed in our manuscript collection which already includes the charts
that you sent in earlier..."
Br. and Sr. Nussel have found this exchange with the Library staff extremely
interesting and believe the brethren will
be equally interested in reading some of
the details.
The fact that so many of Br. Russell's
writings have been donated to and enthusiastically received at the Library is, of
itself, a notable story. It is gratifying to all
who cherish Present Truth literature to
know that it is now available to anyone
accessing the Eisenhower Library collection.
The Nussels' zeal and resourcefulness
in bringing the Pastor's writings to more
public attention in this positive and dignified manner elicits our praise to the Lord
for his bountiful blessings upon the
Church at his Presence. ❑
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Truth Connection to Eisenhowers Confirmed
For many years brethren have known that the basis of strong characters which led any rate, the ensuing years found him
naturally to the worldly success of the reading the Bible both in German and
a connection existed between the family
English with a little Greek thrown in. the
of Dwight Eisenhower, former President Eisenhower children.
How is it that David and Ida Eisenhower Talmud, Dwight Moody's Pulpit Echoes,
of the United States, and the Truth
came to a knowledge of the Truth? And
and religious periodicals including
movement. Thanks to the efforts of
Brother Don and Sister Gloria Nussel what effect did the ministry of Br. Russell
Tabor's Sent of God, and Russellites'
have upon a then obscure family in the Zion's Watch Tower.
new light is now shed on this subject.
This more rational approach to reliAlthough the life of a war-time leader and remote town of Abilene, Kansas? In the
gion, together with his natural reticence,
successful political figure holds great following excerpted history of Gladys
interest for the world, the brethren find a Dodd's Religious Background of the served to separate David from the more
greater interest in the little known David Eisenhower Family, answers to these ques- articulate ones of his family, who were
and Ida Eisenhower, parents of the future tions and more are provided. Indeed, dogmatic and satisfied. He and Ida took
the boys and attended Brethren
A llied Commander and
meetings at Abilene and Belle
President. Their story well
Springs, but neither she nor her
illustrates the widespread
husband ever actually became
impact of the harvest message in
members of the River Brethren
Brother Russell's day and
Church.
provides a glimpse into Bible
student life as it existed at the
Origin of the River
turn of the century.
Brethren
In his book Eisenhower: PorThe origin of the River Brethtrait of a Hero, Peter Lyon proren lies in a revival in the 1770's
vides a good introduction to the
among the German people of
rearing and religious training of
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
Dwight Eisenhower and his
The name comes appropriately
brothers in the following words:
from their practice of baptizing
"There is no question about
converts in the river. This sect is
the regimen of religious inone of the many offshoots of the
struction. The [Eisenhower]
Anabaptists, the most fiercely perboys were steeped in it. They
secuted Christians during the Refgot prayers with every meal;
ormation. Remarkably, the docbefore breakfast they got Bible
David and Ida Eisenhower and sons Dwight on far left
trines of the Anabaptists [from
readings from their father
[David]; after supper they all sat Dodd traces similarities between the doc- which River Brethren beliefs derive] are
around and read from the Bible again, trines of the River Brethren (the religion the same as many present day Bible stupassing it from hand to hand Often of four generations of the Eisenhowers) dent teachings. Henry S. Lucas in his
their house was used for religious and what is termed "Russellism." Though
1934 textbook The Renaissance and the
services, the mother [Ida] playing the not intended, her selection of quotes from Reformation states, "From the beginpiano to accompany the singing of the Watch Tower magazines gives a sub- ning Swiss Anabaptists taught that
hymns. The specific nature of the stantial witness to some aspects of the union of church and state was unreligion is uncertain. The parents Truth. For this reason we find the history christian. They held that the church
appear to have left the River Breth- enlightening beyond the initial purpose was a company of the regenerate, and
ren for a more primitive and austere of establishing David and Ida that the sign of such regeneration was
sect, something referred to as the Eisenhower's association with the Bible to be found in the rite of baptism.
Because baptism followed conversion
Bible Students, and they would later Students. The excerpt begins with a degravitate to the evangelical sect scription of their religious background and was a sign of it, they held that
and the providential circumstances which infant baptism was not valid. Their
known as Jehovah's Witnesses."
led them to Present Truth.
opponents therefore called them
Eisenhowers and Parental
Anabaptists (rebaptizers)...They were
Influence
Excerpts from The Religious
opposed to all violence, and held that
Background
of the Eisenhower military service was wicked...Some
This account of life one hundred years
Family
ago is a striking contrast to present day
taught that the millennium was
methods of child rearing. The Independence was an Eisenhower trait, imminent...Most lived simple lives
Eisenhowers provided strict parental au- but David was, perhaps, the most without the least ostentation, trying
thority and godly training to their sons. independent of all of them, as he traveled to apply the precepts of Christ to
One of Dwight Eisenhower's biographers from Brethren to Baptist to Methodists every act of life."
observed that "what would lift him above and back again. Quiet, serious he was the
Lucas concludes that "It would be
the average was the religious training thoughtful one, and the only Eisenhower hard to find in all history a story
of his parents, the strict family disci- in his family to go to college, and then for sadder than that of the Anabaptists.
pline and stern instruction in the only one term. Perhaps his brief sojourn at Because they denied the teachings of
need for hard work and thrift." These the United Brethren college in Luther and Zwingli as well as of Catraits instilled in the sons did not bring Lecomption, Kansas, started him on his tholicism they invited persecution.
them to Present Truth, but they did form
wandering search for a faith to live by. At As the world of that day was consti—

tuted, separation of church and state
was unthinkable, and in affirming this
doctrine they deliberately chose the
bloody path of martyrs. They sacrificed themselves for a principle which
could not be accepted."
Amazingly, Anabaptism survived in
many forms and is the root from which
Baptist, Mennonite, Amish, and Brethren
denominations developed. Br. Russell
observes (R5730) that the Baptists were
"the nearest free of all the so-called orthodox sects." Dodd, too, notes the similarities between the doctrines of
"Russellism" and the River Brethren.
These facts may well illustrate how the
Truth has been passed on from believer to
believer even through the darkest periods of Papal power.

The most popular and influential religious periodical coming into David
Eisenhower's home at the time, however,
was Zions' Watch Tower and Herald of
Christ's Presence, a subscription which
came in the mail for fifty continuous years,
from 1896 to 1946. Shortly after Ida's
death in the latter year, her youngest son
Milton put the fifty year collection of
Watch Tower copies in a bundle and sent
it to his mother's good friend in the faith,
Mrs. James L. Thayer.
The genesis of the Watch
Tower people, variously
known as Russellites, the
Millennial Dawnists or International Bible Students
(Jehovah's Witnesses after
1931) began in 1884 in the East
under the leadership of Charles
Taze Russell, and the religious
organization had been in existence only a dozen years before David and Ida became interested in it.
It appears that death opened
the Eisenhower door to the new
doctrine. In March, 1895, when
baby Paul died of diphtheria
and was taken to the Belle
Springs River Brethren cemetery and buried alongside the other Eisenhowers, three
neighbor ladies—Mrs. Clara Witt, Mrs.
Emma Holland and Mrs. Mary Thayer—
called at the Abilene home to console the
grieving parents. These neighbors were
ardent students of Russell's Millennial
Dawn writings and their interest in the
interpretation of the resurrection comforted Ida especially as the loss of her tenmonth-old son was almost more than she
could bear. Thus, both Ida and David were
led into studying the Bible with the help
of the Watch Tower books. It is generally

believed that Ida was largely responsible
for this change in religious views and that
this change came about in her tottering
dotage. But Ida herself in writing to a
fellow Witness, Mrs. H.I. Lawson of Long
Island in 1943, set the date of her conversion to the sect as early as 1896. She
wrote, "I have been in the Truth since
ninety-six, am still in, and glad that I
found the Truth." Again, in 1944, while
writing to Richard Boeckel who had become a Witness during his army career,
she said, "As a witness of and for the Great
Jehovah of Hosts (I have been such the
past 49 years) I am pleased to write you
and to urge you to faithfulness as a companion of and servant with those who
'keep the commandments of God and have
the testimony of Jesus' ." Mrs. David
Eisenhower then, did not become a member of the sect "late in life" as some claim,
but was a young woman of thirty-four,
and the mother of four small sons, all
under the age of ten, at the time.
Pacifism and a dozen other Brethren
doctrines constituted the traditional tenets of David's religion even when he became an "elder" for the Russellites. He
never really got far from the Brethren
Church, and by 1919 his former interest in
Russell had definitely waned and before
his death in 1942 he is said to have re-

Research Room: Eisenhower Library

nounced the doctrines of Russell.
One may well wonder why David became one of Russell's followers and why
he became a class leader of the Russellites
in Abilene. The difference between the
early Russellites and the Brethren were
not so great as one may suppose. Both had
conscientious scruples against war. Both
observed the traditional ordinances. For
the Russellities, water baptism symbolized "consecration to death," and communion, called the Memorial Supper, was
celebrated once a year on the anniversary
of Christ's death, a date meticulously reck-
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oned from the fourteenth of Nisan. The
Watch Tower shows that ten communicants observed this ordinance in 1899 on
a Sunday evening at six p.m., and, of
course, this would have been observed at
the Eisenhower home...

The Holiness Movement
In 1896, C. T. Russell saw that
Christendom generally and the Methodists particularly had lost sight of the doctrine of sanctification, and in the August
15 issue of 1896, the Watch Tower printed
an article from the Methodist Journal entitled "The Glory of Methodism." After
quoting the article at length Russell made
the following editorial comment:
"Evidently the original glory of the
"people called Methodists" was the true
glory of the true Christianity. But alas! to
how great an extent this glory has been
lost by this as well as other denominations."
...When the holiness movement erupted
from Methodism to descend on the
plains...bringing rivers of destructive
fires, C. T. Russell was caught in its molten flow. For a number of years the Watch
Tower indicated his interst in the doctrine
of sanctification.
In 1899 (Jan. 1, p 2412) he wrote: "This
is the will of God (concerning you) even
your sanctification. Let nothing becloud or obscure this
truth...Let it dominate our
course in life..."
In 1898, according to the
article "Justification Must Precede Sanctification" printed
November 15, Russell saw that
"justification and sanctification are two separate steps, both
of which are necessary to those
who would accept the high
calling of this Gospel age";
that sinners are called to repentance and that only the justified are privileged to go on to
sanctification...
In 1900, Russell discussed,
in an article of a December
issue entitled "The Ultimate End of the
Commandment is Love from a Pure Heart
and a Good Conscience" what he called
the "condition of holiness of heart," or,
the "condition of purity of heart." Here,
he first clarified what is meant by the
expression "the pure in heart." (Dec. 1,
1900 p 2733)
The foregoing articles have been cited
to show the interest of the early Watch
Tower people evidenced in two works of
grace. These, and similar copies arrived at
David Eisenhower's home at the very time
See Eisenhower next page
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that the "light of holiness" came to the
Brethren colonies in Dickinson County.
By 1896, at which time David and Ida
opened their home for a neighborhood
Bible class to study the Scriptures and the
Watch Tower, holiness revivals were
sweeping the county. That same year, the
testimonies of Brethren getting "sanctified wholly" appeared in the columns of
the Evangelical Visitor. In June, David's
brother Abraham, who had found "full
salvation" earlier, began the first of his
missionary tours in the Gospel wagon,
and in October, David's youngest brother
Ira was sanctified after a long period of
seeking. The next year, in 1897, Ira was
ordained into the ministry by the holiness preacher Elder George Weavers. By
1898, Abraham was known throughout
Dickinson and neighboring counties as
"holiness Evangelist" Eisenhower.
Much of the behavior attending the
"fire-baptized movement" was admittedly irrational. Fanaticism ran rampant.
The German Brethren divided into two
camps—one group went with the "instantaneous" theory of sanctification, the
other with the "progressive" school of
thought. Into these troubled waters sailed
the Watch Tower craft with Charles Taze
Russell at the helm.

sas Church, historian Climenhaga remarks:
"The Conference of 1896 made Henry
N. Engle, editor of the paper—then being
printed in Abilene, Kansas... Brother
Engle's religious views changed during
this period as editor. He contacted literature and persons of a cult whose beliefs
were directly opposite that of the Brethren in Christ. His gradual acceptance of
views of this cult made a change in
editorship not only advisable, but necessary. Conference of 1899 accepted Henry

study. The brethren were also expected to
read and study Russell's book, Plan of the
Ages, but no one of the group was to
impose his views on another. Above everything else, Russell warned the worshipers of the dangers of organization. [It
is remarkable that Dodd observed this
teaching of Br. Russell and ironic considering the later development of the
Jehovah's Witnesses.] A fluid religion of

this come-outer type appealed to David
Eisenhower's mind long bound by the
punctilious beliefs of the River Brethren.
Considerable emphasis was placed
upon prophecy (the later Watch Toiler
became almost exclusively prophetic
studies), and particularly upon those
things concerning the millennium. [Dodd
errs in this observation. Many articles
on doctrice and character can he found
in the late reprints of the Towers.] One

House where David's Pyramid Chart hung
until after his death.

N. Engle's resignation and appointed
Samuel Zook as editor."
Dodd notes the timely arrival in the
Climenhaga declines to name the "litEisenhower home of the Watch Tower in erature and persons and the cult" in questhe midst of this doctrinal debate which
tion, but interviews with a number of
was splitting the River Brethren. In this Brethren in California and Kansas idenway David and Ida were provided faith- tify the cult as "Russellism" and the hestrengthening answers to the issues about retical doctrine as the "soul-sleeping"
sanctification. Indeed, to best understand doctrine. The writer learned from Miss
Pastor Russell's writings (on justifica- Naomi Engle, herself a Witness and comtion and sanctification) one might con- panion to Ida Eisenhower in her last years,
sider that he was answering the teachings that her father, Henry N. Engle, had read
of the holiness movement. Far from being the Watch Tower from its very beginning.
an aloof and disinterested critic of nomiBoth Henry N. Engle and his daughter
nal Christianity, Br. Russell addressed Naomi were school teachers and were
this and other controversies of the day, somewhat more educated than the agrarproviding Biblical answers for Christians ian Brethren generally. They felt an intelwithin and outside of the church systems.
lectual and spiritual affinity toward David
and Ida Eisenhower (both had been to
•
•
•
college), and, a little later, for Dr. James L.
Actually, Russell's literature had Ger- Thayer, dental surgeon, whose mother
man-reader appeal earlier than this, for Mrs. Mary Thayer first introduced the
Volume I of Millennial Dawn was trans- Watch Tower to the Eisenhowers. This
lated into German in 1888 and Volume II company together with L.D. Toliver and
came out in 1892. The Watch Tower was the R.O. Southworths constituted the
printed in German as early as June, 1889. nucleus of the Abilene congregation of
Russell's Allegheny Church in Pennsyl- Russellites. From 1896 until 1915, the
vania had "preaching, prayer and praise Bible Students, as they were sometimes
in the German language every Lord's day" called, met on Sunday afternoons at the
in 1895.
Eisenhower home. During most of this
Out in Kansas, the Watch Tower with twenty year period, David Eisenhower,
its doctrine of annihilation was not with- (and occasionally L.D. Toliver) served
out its influence among the Germans. A the class as the Bible-study conductor, or
number of the River Brethren had become "elder" as the group called its leader.
followers of Russell. Among these was
According to Russell, a "profitable
the editor of the Evangelical Visitor. Con- meeting" consisted of worship, praise,
cerning this staggering blow to the Kan- prayer, mutual helpfulness and Bible

of David Eisenhower's sons was to remark years after his father's death that
his parents were "more interested in the
millennium than in contemporary social
institutions."
One of the prophetic studies the
Eisenhowers became interested in was
the theory of the Great Pyramid. According to the exponents of this theory, the
pyramid was put in Egypt expressly as a
heavenly calendar of man's existence on
earth. It showed how the lines prophesied,
in symbols, Biblical events which occurred after the structure was built...
When David Eisenhower's boys were
small, he made a huge wall chart, measuring some twelve feet square and based on
Russell's Plan of he Ages, which showed
how the lines of the pyramid told future
events. David often explained these
strange symbols to his children. The chart
was still seen in the family home as late as
1944. A visit by the writer to Abilene in
1957 revealed that this chart no longer
hangs in the home or in the museum near
by, nor did an interview with the director
of the Eisenhower Foundation bring it to
light. It has completely disappeared. When
Fred Southworth, a Witness and friend of
the Eisenhower family since 1901, visited
the Eisenhower home after Ida's death, he
noticed the absence of the wall hanging,
and told the custodian in charge, "There
are lots of things missing around here
besides Mrs. Eisenhower."

The Great Pyramid and David
Eisenhower
David Eisenhower's abiding interest
in the Great Pyramid provides Bible Students with a rationale for his later lack of
interest in the Jehovah's Witnesses organization. After Br. Russell's death in
1916, J. F. Rutherford usurped the presiSee Eisenhower page 18
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Harvest News
"He that reapeth receiveth wages...unto eternal life.." John 4:36

Brethren "a Gazingstock" at Fair Booth
This is a firsthand account of the Hope,
Indiana Ecclesia's experience at its
county fair booth. Ed.

Sr. Isabelle Baker at Booth

It was the privilege again this year, by the
Lord's grace, for the Hope, Indiana
Ecclesia to have a county fair witness.
Our theme was "God Has a Plan and You
Are in It." We had changed locations this
year to a larger fair in hopes of witnessing
to more people. Our collective
experiences this year were very different
than any we had had previously. It started
the first day we set up, in a discussion with
a Baptist group about hell which left them
unconvinced and still pressing the point
by leaving tracts in our booth entitled
"Suppose there is a Hell?" The truly
pressing issue, however, was the topic of
the Trinity. On Sunday, the first day of the
fair, a man came up and hotly defended
the Trinity, ignoring all Scriptural proofs
given. He informed the brethren that
"You people are treading on thin ice."
Those in some of the surrounding booths,
after listening to this conversation,
started telling those passing by not to take
our literature. These attacks continued
each day but were particularly strong on
Wednesday. In the afternoon a man came
up and said we were studying the writings

of a false prophet, Charles Russell, as he
was "all wrong about 1914." This was
discussed with him to no avail. He then
started on the teachings of hell fire,
Trinity and the bodily resurrection of
Jesus. During the next 10 minutes of
discussion a crowd of some of the other
merchants in the surrounding booths
came to listen. When the man finally
withdrew to the aisle, about six people
immediatley rushed over to him to hear
his report. The brethren received
unfriendly looks and stares. One
merchant across the aisle from us was
particularly vocal and had a real problem
with the Chart of the Ages which included
the creative days. She told the brethren
that she saw nothing but confusion on that
chart and God wasn't the author of
confusion. She said that there were many
false teachers that were deceiving many.
She was particularly "zealous" in talking
to others about us whether it be other
merchants or passersby. The chart was
frequently pointed to and publicly
denounced as "crazy and ridiculous."
Later that day a couple purposefully came
up to the booth and started rapidly
flipping through the First Volume and
Seven-in-One as if looking for
something. The man stated that the
Seven-in-One was Jehovah's Witnesses
material. The brethren denied this but
were cut off. The woman seemed to find
what she was looking for and shrieked out
"Charles Taze Russell!" The man again
accused the brethren of being Jehovah's
Witnesses and said "There is no sense
denying who you are. Don't lie about it."
Immediately after this a vendor from a
nearby booth who had overheard the
conversation went to several booths in
the tent telling them we were Jehovah's
Witnesses and not to take any literature
from us and to throw away anything

which they had taken from us. This same
vendor on at least two occasions followed
individuals who expressed an interest in
our message to dissuade them from
reading the literature or contacting us
again.
This persistent, unrelenting persecution was a new experience to us and showed
to us how alive the spirit of persecution
and hate is towards those who oppose
Christendom. Although these experiences
were difficult, the brethren found it a blessing to be a "gazingstock amonst men" and
to endure the ridicule and scorn of others.
We could see how it could be said by
others that those that kill us "will think
that he doeth God service," as they try to
eliminate "false prophets and teachers."
As is typical of the Lord, we also had
blessings with our trials and in spite of the
efforts of the Adversary over 900 pieces
of literature were distributed. Opportunities for binding up the brokenhearted,
kingdom messages to those who were
crippled and encouragements in personal
Bible study and God's Plan for man were
some of our other blessings. We count it a
privilege to fill up some of the sufferings
left behind of the afflictions of Christ and
to let the light of the glorious gospel shine
out. 1 Corinthians 15:57-58.
Public Witness in Muncie
On the evening of August 8, the video For
This Cause was shown in Pruis
Auditorium at Ball State University in
Muncie, Indiana. This was the public
witness given by the Indiana-Ohio
Ecclesias' 23rd annual convention.
meeting at a new site. Between fifty and
sixty public attended the showing and
afterward eleven videos of the program
were purchased.

Truth on Web Site Brings Responses
In Cedar Park, Texas, a brother and sister
are proclaiming the Truth through the
World Wide Web. Br. Dan and Sr. Donna
Torluemke have created a series of web
articles for defense of the Truth. The
subjects treated are: the Earthly
Kingdom, the Trinity, Hell, the Antichrist,
the Second Presence, and one offering the
First Volume. Most of the responses have
been positive.

A number of First Volumes have been
sent out, and they have answered a variety
of questions, "but most of all," they explain, "we proclaim the glad tidings of the
coming kingdom." E-mail responses have
come from as far away as the Philippines
from a Jehovah's Witness who is starting
to question the Society's viewpoints.
The Torluemkes urge ecclesias to set
up web sites on the World Wide Web

offering literature. "It is a wonderful way
to explain the Truth," they believe "because the people are at ease knowing they
will not be pressured."
Br. Dan and Sr. Donna said this opportunity has filled a void for them, in an area
where not much Truth activity goes on.
Anyone desiring to see their web site is
invited to contact them. The address is:
http../Iwww.metcom.comi—dmtlicedarpark.html
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Our Brethren Speak
"1 will praise thee, 0 Lord, with my whole heart; I will show forth all thy marvelous works." Psalm 9:2

Testimonies at Chicago, Illinois, May 24-26
Deeply Touched by Indian Brethren
Br. Tom Machacek, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia
"...I wanted to comment on the theme text by an experience I had
several months ago. The opportunity of "increasing your faith"
can be achieved by what we do or observe in others. I
remembered the dear ones I was able to meet with in India...their
faith, zeal, and love for the Lord is something we do not always
appreciate because they are so far away. Having gone there and
visited, talked, listened, sharing their love and experiences,
witnessing activities, has touched me greatly. It is not just a
momentary touch of my heart and mind, it is something that has
moved me very much. I remember before I went to Israel, I was
told that I would never be the same. Having gone to India and
visiting these dear ones, that also touched me very much. I have
been asked, 'What is their faith like? I understand they are
divided amongst themselves because of many problems.' Well,
you must go there to understand their culture. It is different than
here. We cannot change each other's cultures. We do not look
at the outward man, we look at the inward person. I had a chance
to see this and appreciate it. We went to several conventions,
and if you did not know you were in India, you would think it was
just a typical convention. They wanted to hear about our
experiences in America, and we wanted to hear about theirs. It
was that exchange of information that helped us understand and
appreciate that they are a part of the body of Christ. They just
happen to be living in India. A dear brother told me, 'Remember
us when you are back in the States. Remember us. Pray for us.'
After returning and reflecting on these experiences, I thought it
was important for me to share our experience and their love for
you..."
"The Lord Sent a Messenger"
Br. Ron Kwolek, Chicago, Illinois
"...This is the eleventh month anniversary of my two hip
replacements surgery. A year ago, I was contemplating it, and
there were some concerns due to my health condition. I received
phone calls from brethren all over the country: the East Coast,
Florida, the West Coast. I cannot describe how encouraging
they were. Sr. Freda Mirku from Detroit called me—she has had
both hips replaced, one the second time. She called regarding
some of the things I would need, and she put me at such ease. The
Lord knew what I needed, and he sent the messenger. I have so
much to be thankful for. I thank you for your cards and prayers
over the years and your concern. I remember you all in prayer.
"In closing, looking at the banner up front, the wrinkle and
the shadow at the bottom of the word 'Increase' bothers me as an
artist, but there is a lesson in that. As we try to walk the path
before us, Satan tries to throw shadows and wrinkles in our life.
But like that shadow, as long as the 'faith' in our life is above that
shadow or wrinkle, then we are okay. May the Lord add his
blessing."
Mother went to Sleep Peacefully
Sr. Jeannine Farrell, Chicago, Illinois
"...My mother had surgery at the end of March, and I knew she
was dying. My sister had taken her out of the nursing home as
she thought she could bring her back. When I went there last
Saturday, she did not take more than a few sips of water. I talked
to her for a few minutes, and told her to go to sleep, and she did.

She never woke up again. She never suffered pain, she did not
go into convulsions. It was peaceful, and it was so wonderful to
see the Lord's graciousness, as well as allowing us to have a
Truth funeral thanks to Br. Tom Ruggirello. The prayers and
love of the brethren are such a great assurance to know that they
are thinking of you and they care for you. I want to thank all of
you for that."
Stirred Deeply by Holocaust Survivor
Br. Brad Bach, Detroit Area, Michigan
"...In Detroit, there is a Holocaust Memorial, and I have been
there several times. We like to take brethren there because it
gives a firsthand experience about how horrible it was, and how
many people suffered. A group of high school students was
going through this exhibit. At the end, they had arranged for a
Holocaust survivor to speak to these groups of students. We
went in to listen, and at the end, the students hurried to catch their
bus. But, the three of us stayed behind to talk to this person. His
name is Sam Offen. I counted it a special privilege, to meet and
talk to, and hug someone who had survived the horrors he had
suffered. He had fascinating stories of things he went through.
Just to share one item—probably many of you have seen the
movie 'Schindler's List'—the person portrayed as the
unbelievably horrible German officer, was over the camp Sam
Offen was in. This officer would go through the camp on
occasion with two German Shepherd dogs—trained to attack—
and he would put them on one of the prisoners. After the dogs
had done their damage to the person, he would walk over and
shoot the person in the head. This man had seen this happen, and
he knew that if the officer picked you it would be the end of your
life...Mr. Offen had many experiences that brought him to the
edge of death in the camp. This man had seen the worst side of
humanity. I asked if I could give him a hug, because our hope is
to bless so many people that have seen the worst of humanity,
who have been abused, and to show them the best..."
Testimonies at Salem, Oregon June 27-29
"What is that book? I want it!"
Br. Tim Allen, Portland Area Bible Students
"...I want to try to put my testimony in a nut shell about some
Jehovah's Witnesses that came to my door...and I mentioned
that I study what Br. Russell has written and that he and
Rutherford once studied together, which opened the
conversation. The young girl brought her father back who was
an elder for the last forty years. They had come to talk about Br.
Russell. We talked about four hours and nothing was brought up
about Jehovah's Witnesses, they were more interested in Br.
Russell. I knew that with my Comments and my Bible that
whatever verse they would try to distort, I would say Well this
is what Br. Russell had to say about it.' About half way through
he said, What is that book you have, I want it.' He had money
falling out of his pockets and he sent his daughter to get more
money to buy this Comment Book. In my study I showed him the
Volumes which he had an idea of, but had never read. We looked
at some of the other books, What Pastor Russell Said, and The
Question Book which he pulled out of the bookcase and opened
it to the middle and read one of the paragraphs—which was on
humility. Then he said, 'Page (his daughter's name), this is what
we are missing, we don't have this anymore.' He read the entire
,
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Serving Our Brethren
"Having gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us."

Rom. 12:6

New Book: Harvest Truth
Topical Comments

Videos available
on the Net

Proposed book on
Pastor Russell

This book was compiled by the late Br.
Ludlow Loomis, starting in the latter
1960's, by request of the elders of
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia.
Containing over 682 pages the book
examines over 80 topics: each includes
quotes from the Bible and short quotes
from Br. Russell's various writings. A few
exceptions to this are topics under some
denominational listings which contain
quotes from their writers, as well as quotes
from the Bible and Br. Russell to refute
their false doctrinal concepts.
This work is a source book of Harvest
Truth subjects and contains a complete
Scriptural Index.
The cost: If picked up or delivered to a
convention is $10.00; if mailed in the
U.S., $12.74; if mailed in Canada, $15.00
[U.S. Funds].
Order from the sponsors:
Waterbury Bible Students
P.O. Box 1494
Waterbury, CT 06721-1494

The Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio have placed the following videos on
the Internet for access through their
website:
Apointment with Destiny
in English, Russian, and Hebrew; The

A small group of brethren are working on
a book to document Pastor Russell's life
and ministry. It is important to do this
project now as many facts will be lost in
the next decade as some of our older
brethren pass on. It's also important to set
some facts straight. Many of our young
people have not had access to those who
knew the Pastor and have bought into
some of the misinformation about him.
There is a committee of five brethren
overseeing the content and creation of
this book: Jim Parkinson, Rolando
Rodriguez, David Stein, Owen Kindig,
and Paul Mali. In addition to these, there
are other respected brethren providing
ideas, input and help with the research
and writing.
They have finished a first draft of an
outline for the book and are now beginning the necessary research to compile
factual and objective information that will
be loaded into a database.
Anyone with an interest in or questions
about this project, please feel free to write
Br. Robert Wagoner at his e-mail addressRnRW agoner @ aol .com

Web Page—Opportunity
for Witnessing
Web pages for witnessing are available at
no cost to brethren. Also, a committee is
being formed to assist brethren with
witnessing through electronic means. For
details contact Mark Chastain, 5991
Evelyn Drive, Franklin, IN 46131 or email Chastain @ surf-ici.com

THE • DOCTRINE • OF

CHRIST
The Keg to having
“both the Father and the Son"

Great Pyramid: Ancient Wonder,
Modern Mystery; The Divine Plan: 100th
Anniversary Program.

The Website can be accessed through
either of the following addresses:
http://www.biblestudents.org/absco
http://www. bible students. xente c. com

The Forth Worth Bible Students also
have a new website that contains their
monthly journals as well as 15 minute
audio programs and various video programs. A man from Brazil has already
ordered over $50. of Truth materials, including the complete seven-in-one Studies in the Scriptures.

Their website address is:
http://www. biblestude nts. org/dpj

Secretaries
New:
Bible Students Ecclesia of St. Louis
Dolores Forsythe
4840 Towne South Road
St. Louis, MO 63128
(314) 487-2651
Address change:
Westville-Clinton Ecclesia

Mrs. George Shuck
5 Western Sands
Wallingford, CT 06492-2947

Award for Truth Booth
The Associated Bible Students of Central
Ohio recently won "best of show" and
received $25 for their booth at the
Northland Mall. Br. Lauren Stewart
commented that "It is the first time that we
have ever been paid to give out the
Truth."

The Doctrine of Christ
The Key to having "both the Father and the Son"

This new 80 page booklet with an
appealing four-color cover, was written
to defend the Bible's presentation of
Christ against the long standing Church
position on the Trinity. In the churches
the Trinity concept is outwardly
accepted; but inwardly many are troubled
by its irrationality. This booklet is a jewel
in restoring integrity to the Truth of the
Biblical Christ.
The introduction uses 2 John 9, [RSV]
to lay the basis for this presentation. Because the Trinity is referred to as "incomprehensible," it is noted that the alleged
Apostles' Creed of the first and second
centuries had a Unitarian concept of God.
A chapter dealing with John 1:1 and
1:18 disclaims the Trinitarian argument

that Jesus had to be a God-man.
Other chapters deal with the holy Spirit;
attempts to read the Trinity into the Scriptures; how John dealt with the intrusions
of Gnosticism into the early Christian
community, and how these gnostic beliefs found acceptance in the Church after
the apostles fell asleep.
An entire chapter of readings from the
Scriptures presents enormous difficulties
to Trinitarian viewpoints. Finally, a chapter quoting early church fathers finds them
lacking in Trinity content.
Published by and available from Associated Bible Students, P.O. Box 92.
Clawson, MI 48017, USA. Cost: fifty cents
each, plus shipping.
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paragraph to her as though I were not in the room. He then
repeated, 'We don't have this anymore, we study only what we
are told and we don't have any love or kindness in our message.'
Then he said, 'Can I buy this from you?' I gave him my Comment
Book, and told him I could get the others for him. He wanted
three sets of Volumes, three Question Books and three
Comments, and that he would pay for them. We got them for him,
and he has gone through just about everyone of those Volumes
already. Right now, little yellow post-it notes are pasted
throughout the Comment Book. About a week ago, he called me
and said he needed two more sets of Volumes. He has talked to
other people in the organization that are really questioning their
belief. So, he is sending Volumes to them and they are reading
them for the first time. I delivered the Volumes and gave him the
address to order for himself. He wanted to know what happened
at the time of Br. Russell's death and that whole period around
1916. We got him the Last Will and Testament and Light after
Darkness booklet and he told me that he appreciated the
brethren—they perceived what he needed to study.
He put the Words in her Mouth
Sr. Doris Boroweic, Salem Bible Students
"On the plane I had such a wonderful opportunity. I had a
woman sitting beside me. She started to talk about horses. I told
her we had been at a church conference but she got into this
horse deal. I asked the Lord to help me in some way to talk about
the Truth. Well, she continued talking about horses and out of
the blue she said, 'You know, my mother went to heaven, they
tell me, and she was a terrible person. Do you believe she went
to heaven?' Well, I thanked the Lord for opening up the
opportunity and I told her 'No, she is not in heaven,' and I went
through the Scriptures about heaven. Then she asked me
another question. Br. Ed would pass a scripture and I would tell
her—in the forty-five years we have been traveling by air we
have never put our Bibles in the suitcase, but this time we did...
I could explain some of the scriptures but I couldn't remember
all of it. So, I told her I would write them down for her. Then she
asked me for a book on Israel and the Anti-christ. We had quite
a talk on both subjects. She thought the Anti-christ was Hitler.
She finally boiled it down to the fact that it was the Roman
Catholic system—she told me, I didn't tell her. So, it was a
marvelous two and one-half hours we chatted back and forth
with Br. Ed helping me and, of course, the Lord was my strength.
I asked him to put the words in my mouth...And I thank the
heavenly Father for the help. I sent her a tract on Israel and the
First Volume. I am so grateful for the opportunity to let her know
that God is a very loving God and that he has a plan and that she
is in it and she will be blessed..."
Testimonies at Hope, Indiana, June 15:
Abundant Privileges after Israel Trip
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope, Indiana Ecclesia
"I want to relate some ripple effects from the Israel trip. We live
in Shelbyville, a little town, and often if someone travels
internationally, the newspaper will have a write-up about it. We
anticipated this going to Israel, and when we came home, we
contacted the newspaper. The executive editor came to
interview Sr. Isabelle, Br. John and me for about one and a half
hours. One day Isabelle called saying our article was in the
paper. John ran to [get one], and there we were on the front page!
Only the Lord could have done that, and they even had a fourcolor picture of us, so they spent money to get this color
separation done. Br. John's kindergarten teacher saw it and

called Sr. Isabelle. John's fourth grade teacher cut it out to give
to her minister, who is his former minister. Then, strangely
enough, there was a sixth grade teacher in town who was doing
a class on the Middle East, and wanted someone to speak to her
class. She called the newspaper who gave her our name. We
talked a little about the Middle East. The teacher is the wife of
a Methodist minister, so we gave her a blue booklet [The Israeli
Arab Peace Process and Bible Prophecy] and an Israel:
Appointment with Destiny video. We asked that if she did not
care to keep it, to return it. She has never said she wanted to
return it. We met a man in Israel whose great-grandfather was in
the Louisville class, a John Winske. After we got back from the
"Israel Echoes" Convention, he called. He had one of the blue
Israel booklets. He said to 'send all you can! At least 20-30
booklets.' When asked how he got the booklet, he said it was
from a lady, Patty. Well, she lives less than an hour from my
mother, so over Memorial Day week-end we went to talk to her
and had over a two-hour conversation at a restaurant. She loves
the video and booklet. She and her husband have been involved
for two years in the Ukraine. They drive buses throughout the
country to bring Jews to the Kiev airport to go on to Israel. She
understands a lot about the Abrahamic promise, the millennium,
the two salvations. She said she was not sure about the Trinity,
but she did take a booklet on it and was willing to study it. We
also gave her a For This Cause video. We are certainly grateful
for these abundant blessings..."
Another Lesson Learned
Sr. Virginia Rawson, New Brunswick, New Jersey Ecclesia
"...I learned a lesson on the way here during our flight. We were
dropped off at the Newark airport at 4:00 Friday; flying Delta to
leave at 5:00. At 5:30, they announced that the plane would be
late, so we would not be leaving until 6:30 due to a thunderstorm.
Ken asked if we would make our connection in Cincinnati—no,
the plane there would be leaving before we got there. So, she
said she would switch us to Continental and told us to take a
flight leaving at 8:30. However, it was a direct flight to
Indianapolis and that was a benefit. I asked about our luggage
that was checked in on the Delta flight. We asked the baggage
clerk if he could switch it to Continental. Well, he did not know
where our luggage was. He said if he could find it, they would
put it on the Continental flight, and then it would be our
responsibility. At Continental, when they found we had checked
the luggage with Delta, they said it was Delta's responsibility,
not theirs. Seated on our flight at 9:00, we looked out the
window—one lonely suitcase was coming up the ramp, it looked
like ours! It was our suitcase. We were very grateful. On the
flight, I read Br. Allen Springer's report on the Romania trip. He
gave details of the life style of our brethren in Moldova and
Romania. They have much deprivation. It made me feel
ashamed. I appreciate this lesson, and all my privileges of
service, and ask for your continued prayers."
Decisions, Decisions!
Sr. Pearl Owens, Metropolitan Chicago Ecclesia
"Brethren, I would like to tell you of an experience my daughter
and I had about our trip here. I am shy and have had no
experience with sisters and brothers, so I did not know how to
act among them. When I found I had such a large family coming
into the Truth, I wondered how I was going to deal with all of
these people. First, I found out that most of my brethren were
from a different race, but they did not seem to care that I was from
a different race...Then, my daughter and I decided to come to this
convention. We spoke to our elder, Br. Alfred, and he suggested
riding with Br. David. I said, 'Who's that?' He said that Br.

David took Br. Avon to the convention in Texas last year. I said
I could not do that, when he asked why not, I said that I did not
know him! He said, 'So what, he's a brother!' I tried to purchase
tickets for a train. No train. So, we got tickets on the Greyhound.
Then Sr. Joy called me with an e-mail from Sr. Baker asking why
Sr. Pearl and Sr. Pat were coming on the bus when she and Sr.
Alys were driving. She said, 'Would you like to ride with us?'
I said, 'We already have our tickets,' She asked if I could turn the
tickets in, but I said no because they were purchased some time
ago. Then, I got a call from Sr. Baker asking if we would like to
stay in their home! Then I called my daughter and she made the
decision that we would stay in the hotel, but the next time she
said, we will stay at the brethren's home.
"Our tickets were Seat 3 and 4. Well, a woman was sitting
there all spread out. She said it was 'first come, first serve.' At
this time, the bus was full. The only seats were in the back, right
by the bathroom. There we were, the most miserable ride that I
had ever taken. My daughter complained in my ear, and I said,
1 want to ask Sr. Joy if we could go back with her and Sr. Alys.'
So, my daughter said Sr. Joy was willing to take us back, but
asked about our refund. I said, 'We are donating that to Greyhound!' Br. Alfred is going to laugh at me, but I have won the
battle halfway, since we are going back with the brethren. I feel
warmth and love. I want to grow that way because God said we
must assemble ourselves together. Pray for me."
"I have found the Truth!"
Sr. Sandy Chastain, Hope, Indiana Ecclesia
"...There must be a reason why we had the convention here at the
Ramada Inn in Shelbyville rather than in Columbus where it has
always been. Yesterday, I was going down the hall, and this
woman who works at the gift shop stopped me and said, 'I have
one of your people's Bible, and I want to make sure they get it
back.' She said there was a little Polish girl who came in [that
was Sr. Ela] and gave her some literature. 'I have just been
reading and highlighting it; I am so thrilled with it.' I asked her
the name in the Bible, and she said 'Chastain.'
"She had all our literature spread out and also wanted to get
the Spiritism booklet, and the big Seven-in-One. So, I went back
to the booktable for it. She is searching for Truth. She does not
believe in a burning hell or the Trinity. We went over the Chart,
and I did not know how she would take it when I said 'Israel was
going to be the blessers,' but she said, 'I always knew that Israel
had a part in this, I just knew it!' She had been going to the
Methodist Church, but 'it had become a big social thing, and
they do not teach about God.' She knows Sr. Isabelle Baker with
whom she worked in the hospital! I went back this morning to
ask if she slept at all last night! She said, 'You know, I woke up
at 3:00 in the morning thinking about all of this, and I thought,
this is the Truth. I have found the Truth.'..."
Testimonies at Indiana-Ohio Convention, August 6-9:
Elated by Witness Experience
Sr. Edith Harp, Cincinnati, Ohio
"...I am still rejoicing over an experience I had on the airplane
coming home from Los Angeles. When I got to the airport, the
woman said, 'I am going to change your seat, you are in the
middle of a three-seat row, and I will put you by the window of
a two-seat row." About that time, a man came and sat down next
to me. He had been previously sitting in the wrong seat. It was
early in the morning, and I was reading my Manna and looking
up some scriptures in the Bible. I noticed he was reading The
Enquirer. Finally, he turned to me and asked, 'Are you a retired
school teacher?' I said, 'Yes, how did you know?' He said,
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"Well, I am a teacher, too, and I could not see what you were
reading, but you were reading!' He said he was teaching
handicapped children and explained how he felt so bad about
the conditions of those children, abused at home and by others.
I said to him, 'All those things are going to be taken care of in the
Kingdom.' Now, I have said that to many people who had said
things to me about conditions in the world, but I never got a
response worth anything until this time. We spent the rest of the
two hours on the plane discussing the Truth. He had read the
Bible a lot and was knowledgeable about it. He said, 'I knew
from reading the Bible that there had to he a kingdom on earth!'
He said when he was a child he was really scared because of hell
fire. When he grew up, he realized it was a dumb, stupid doctrine
and he did not believe it anymore. We discussed everything
except the Trinity. It just did not seem to come up. He said
though he read and studied the Bible a lot, he had lots of puzzle
pieces and needed to put them together. I explained that we had
a set of volumes, and the First Volume put all those pieces
together. We exchanged names and addresses. When he left he
said, 'Be sure and do not forget, I want that volume!' I said. 'I
won't forget!' I have already mailed it to him. This is the first
time for an in-depth discussion about the Truth with someone
like that..."
Rainbow Recalls God's Promises
Sr. Mary Lynn Mosley, Huntsville, Alabama
"I would like to share a wonderful experience with you. My son
Chad went to camp this year for the first time, so I was a very
nervous mom because I had to put him on a plane by himself. As
they were starting to pull off, I saw these people standing beside
us, and they were talking about the plane taking so long,
wondering if something was wrong. That did not help my
feelings. My mama was with me. It was early in the morning. We
walked around to the side, and as we were walking, the plane
started taking off. I looked over and saw a beautiful rainbow.
There was no rain, just beautiful sunshine. I looked over at my
mom and mentioned it to her, that this rainbow had come from
nowhere. We did not see it until the plane started to take off, and
it reminded me of God's promises and that He is with us. His will
is the best, regardless. It gave me comfort. After he got to camp,
they were supposed to call. Two hours went by and they had not
called, so I kept remembering this beautiful rainbow and God's
promises for us that his will is the best. Later on, I did hear from
him, and everything was okay. He had a wonderful time. He said
that he did not miss me too much! So, camp was a wonderful
blessing to our family."
New Interest from Garage Sale
Sr. Lydia Davis, Jackson, Michigan
"I had an interesting experience yesterday, one of these
miraculous experiences that I have not had in awhile. A couple
of weeks ago, my parents were visiting us, and about three doors
down from us, a lady was having a garage sale. My mother loves
garage sales, and she and my father are never remiss about
looking for old Bibles or books on the Bible, and bringing up the
topic. Evidently, the man who lived in this house died, and his
daughter has recently moved into the house. Mom came back
from the garage sales and said, 'Do you have one of those
paperback First Volumes?' She brought one over to the woman.
Just yesterday morning, I had bought a new dress, and pulled out
my sewing machine ready to hem this dress for the convention.
There was a knock on the back door. It was this woman that Mom
had given the First Volume. She said, 'I want you to give this
note to your Mom, a thank you. I started reading the book and
See
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I am really enjoying it.' We chatted, and I ended up inviting her
to meeting. It just happened out of the blue, and it is so
wonderful. I am really thankful that Bob is still home because
the meeting is at our house for the summer months. And, pulling
this sewing machine out, I was just wishing that morning that
there was someone else who could [hem the dress]—this lady is
a seamstress—and she took it to her house and did it in a half
hour, a beautiful, professional job. It was nice how it all fell into
place. We are looking forward to seeing what develops out of all
this; it was a special blessing.'
Follow-up is Fruitful
Sr. Alys Schneider, Chicago, Illinois

"...One of my greatest blessings spiritually has been following
up on a person who had responded to many booklets. I picked
several names, and this particular person wanted to study. We
have been studying for about two years. She is from a ghetto area
and not real educated. We have been having wonderful studies.
We went through the First Volume and a couple of booklets. In
my whole prayer, two things concern me the most. I believe that
every saint has to come to a knowledge of the Second Presence.
I did not know if she would grasp it or what her reaction would
be. The second area was getting her to meet with brethren
because she lives in the ghetto area and she has no
transportation. The Lord answered both of these concerns
without any problem. We got to the chapter in the Second
Volume on the Manner of our Lord's Return, and she understood
everything, giving me the answers and arguments back. At the
same time, my brother suggested taking her to the Thursday
morning meeting. So, she has been coming to the Thursday
morning study for about a month. It has been the greatest
blessing. She is a very spiritually-minded person. Her prayers
are scriptures. She takes every study to heart. When we are done
with the study, she closes in prayer and prays along the lines of
the study for an application to her personal life. I am thankful
that I could share this experience with you."
Natural Sister Gains a Hearing Ear
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County, Michigan Ecclesia

"I would like to thank the heavenly Father for the opportunity he
has given Ruth and me this past three weeks. I have a natural
sister who is five years older than I, and she has been married for
a little over 20 years. I have a niece and nephew as well. I
witnessed to my sister early on, before Ruth and I were married,
but she could not receive it as her husband was set in his ways.
He believed Jesus talked to him directly, and he did not need the
Bible. Our method of Bible study seemed foreign and
complicated to them. He was a psychiatrist, and he told me that
when he went in to the hospital to see mental patients, he
believed he could heal them. I asked my sister what she thought
about that as they were attending a charismatic church at the
time. She just nodded her assent. Well, we drifted for awhile and
hardly had any contact. They recently got divorced. Now, she
is the sister I knew. She has gained a different personality, and
is so thrilled to have contact with my father, Ruth and me. We
have been praying very diligently for many years, for an
opportunity to clearly express the Truth to her. For over three
hours, she and her son and Ruth and I sat in the kitchen and
outlined the plan. They seemed to really love it. We gave her a
First Volume and to my nephew some other literature. Now, we
are looking forward to the follow-up, to carefully blow on the
flame of enthusiasm she has towards the Lord without snuffing
it out. It has been a tremendous privilege...Another note on
this—my father is still an active elder at a Presbyterian church.

He knows that we believe very differently, but he marvels that
we have no paid ministry, that we do not own buildings, and that
no one gets paid for their services. That is one thing that has
certainly impressed him over the years. That has been a witness
to her also, and she would like to know what we believe as we
have been a witness because she has indirectly received a
testimony about a Bible Student's consecrated life style. It gives
credence to what we say. I would ask you to remember Kim and
Joshua in your prayers that if it be the Lord's will, we can further
encourage them to look more deeply into these precious truths."
Korean told of Resurrection
Br. Paul Lagno, Columbus, Ohio Ecclesia

"...I wanted to give thanks to the Lord for a blessing I had last
night. Because I have not been home in over three weeks, I had
some laundry to do. I had to find a laundry room in the dorm last
night. Well, I do not do laundry at my house, and I put too much
soap in it. I went back to take the clothes out, and they were full
of soap. So, I had to do it over. It takes a half-hour, so I went to
my room to get my Bible and came back to wait for the laundry.
This was about 11:00 last night. There was a gentleman
watching television, I thought he was from Japan. He started
talking to me. You may have noticed the many foreign people
here. They are from Korea, and are sponsored by a company in
Korea to come and have intensive English courses. They all
knew English, but they wanted to sharpen their skills as they will
work for major English corporations in Korea. At first, I could
tell he wanted to practice his English, but he had to listen to what
I wanted to tell hit& I told him the plan of God. We got to the
resurrection, and I used the example, 'What would happen if you
died today, and God's government is on the earth tomorrow?' I
then told him about the resurrection, and he looked at me and
said, Is it true?' There was such wonder on his face. He said he
is going to come to the For This Cause showing tomorrow night.
His name is Woo Hung Tho, and he is going to bring his friends.
The remarkable thing was that yesterday he got a call from Korea
from his girlfriend. She is from a Christian family, and her
mother is a strong Christian. He is from a Buddhist family His
girlfriend said, 'I cannot marry you unless you are a Christian.'
He told me, 'I want to be a believer.' So, hopefully I gave him
some encouragement to pick up a Bible. I ask an interest in your
prayers, that we can be an encouragement to all the brethren and
to our natural family as we have opportunity."
Br. Jarmon's Daughter Visits Booth
Br. Tom Adams, Metropolitan Detroit

"...A few weeks ago, our class had a booth at the Ann Arbor Arts
Fair, about 30 miles west of Detroit. They had a section for nonprofit booths, and I think there were about 70 booths in that
section. We were given 6 ft. x 6 ft. of space to create a booth,
along one side of the street in downtown Ann Arbor. On one side
of us was an Islamic booth, and on the other side was the United
Civil Liberties Union. Several people asked us what we were
doing between these two booths because it was kind of an odd
combination. It was my first time having a booth experience—
I thought it was wonderful. We only had one bad experience.
This young man, probably early 20's, came to our booth, and had
a very loud mouth, very tall, and was rather imposing. He came
up with a really loud voice and was very down on any Christian,
all the bad things they have done over the centuries—and it was
all dumped on us. We stood there and took it. Br. John Hummel
was with me at that time, and he carried the conversation a bit
with him, but he did not give us a chance to talk. John said, 'It
makes you wonder what kind of experiences he has had—why
he is so bitter against Christians in general.' I thought that was
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That was a little discouraging. I remember getting an A in that
class, one of the few A's I got in those four years. But I remember
the term paper I wrote—it was about how the Bible is inaccurate
and untrustworthy, repeating what the professor had taught us.
But I was so discouraged by that, I finally went up to the
professor when our final term paper was due, and I asked him,
'May I ask you a personal question?' He said, 'Sure.' I said, 'Do
you believe in a personal God?' He looked at me, and said in this
noble voice, 'Every one must sit on their own bottom—you
know what I mean by that?' I thought I did, but what I got from
that is that he did not believe in God, but that he would not come
out and tell me that. He wanted me to make up my own mind. So,
I remember when I left this school, I had no hope in God, the
Bible, my father was gone. I really searched for a few years. I
had taken some philosophy courses here, too, and I realized that
these philosophers of the world did not know the answers, either.
Dominion Over Self is Lost
I could read between their lines. So, I thought, how does one get
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick, New Jersey Ecclesia
"...I wanted to share some witnessing opportunities with two direction for life? I remember the first prayer I prayed one night.
therapists I have seen, one in New Jersey and one in Ohio. They I asked the Lord to come into my life, and if God was there and
were different because I am not used to approaching the Truth real, I asked him if He would reveal himself to me. The next day,
from this angle. The first one was Regina, and she has an office I remember eating in a restaurant, and there was a tract there. I
that is obviously 'New Age—think positive—find the inner had probably eaten in many restaurants and seen many tracts,
self.' She is also Jewish. Bob and I tried to show our enthusiasm but I never gave them much notice. I felt this was the first sign
for Israel which she kept brushing off. At a point she said, that the Lord began speaking to me. I relate to this theme
'Rebecca—you have to have your mind listen to your body.' It scripture—the marvelous Truth I have received since then. I got
struck me so I said, 'For me, it is the other way around.' She the Truth through the efforts of Tom and Ruth Maillard at an
finally got to the point that she admitted she went to Israel and open flea market. I received a First Volume, the hell booklet, a
the Western Wall. She said, 'I did feel a string pulling me when tract called 'Which is the True Gospel?' I was living and
I left the wall.' The next time, we gave her the video Israel.. working at a Baptist church at the time. I read that, and the next
Sunday, I went to the church and withdrew. My pastor told me
Appointment with Destiny, and said "This is your string—enjoy
it.' About that time, we left town. We were surprised as we came that Satan has gotten a hold of Michael Brann. I rejoice in your
to another therapist that Jordan had recommended. She was of presence, and being with you. I ask for your continued prayers
the same feeling—that you have to have harmony between your for us and the brethren in Seattle..."
body and mind, and you have to fmd that inner self. Finally, I had
a chance to give my viewpoint. I said, 'Yes, there is disharmony, Letter of Testimony
but the solution is not inside, that's the problem that's inside. It
is called sin, and it happened in the garden of Eden, and the Power of Prayer—Day or Night
disharmony came between God and man.' She said, 'Yes, but we Sr. Mary Pro (P.O. Box 460202, Escondido, CA 92046-0202)
are making so much progress, learning so much, people are writes: "Thank you so much for sending me the Newsletter. I so
living longer.' I said, 'Yes, but what is 120 years? Why does the look forward to it and appreciate hearing about all our dear
immune system break down? It is because of sin. The only thing brethren. Sometimes it is the only news I get.
"My daughter and son-in-law, Sr. Lauren and Br. Carl Rose,
Adam could give his children was a tainted posterity and the
environment makes it worse.' I finally saw her stopping and and I meet together to study the Volumes which is wonderful, but
listening and it gave her a time to think It was an encouragement I miss seeing the brethren. My health is [poor] and Br. Carl and
to me because I thought, too, of the dominion given to man, and Sr. Lauren have health problems also... we help one another all
one of the dominions over self—that is lost. Perhaps, these we can. When you have the Truth, no matter what your problems
people are approximating the Truth, but of course steering off in are, you have everything. The power of prayer is so strong and
we have it at anytime of day or night. What a privilege!
the wrong direction..."
"Thank you again for your Newsletter. I feel I know many
brethren because of it that I have never met. I love reading their
Maligned Bible Yields Truth
testimonies, and hearing about brethren from other countries.
Br. Mike Brann, Seattle, Washington
"...Ball State holds a special place in my heart. When I saw the We will really get to know one another when we go beyond the
theme text, I thought this is a marvelous opportunity to testify to veil. But it is so nice hearing about them now. Christian love."
the truth of this text. I grew up in a small town not far from here,
The testimonies given on Friday, August 8 at the 1-0 Convenin Richmond, Indiana, and was raised in a Catholic home. In tion, on the subject, - Immersion Reflections," are being held for
December of 1969, my father died, and the next fall, I began publication in the Winter 1997 issue. Ed. IJ
college here at Ball State University. I spent the years of 19701974 here, and it was a wild, rebellious, undisciplined life style.
I had no direction in life, because my father had died. So, I
It is the duty of every new creature to repudiate every thought
thought I would reach out, perhaps the Bible would give me that is disloyal to God or to his laws.
The loyalty of the mind should be so great that anything
some direction. I took a class here on the Old Testament. The
class was designed to tell you how inaccurate the Bible is, and contrary to God's will would he considered treason. Everything
how deceitful it is, and how you cannot rely on the Bible. We known to be disloyal should he discountenanced, fought against,
studied old documents, Bibles, from different parts of the world, for, as surely as evil things come in, progress is made toward
and they would bring out how one would contradict another. destruction of the loyalty of the mind. R5019

a good viewpoint. Also, we met a very interesting young lady,
and her father in-law. They came from Louisville, Kentucky,
and knew Br. David Doran as they were familiar with his
university. She was interested, and bought 2-3 Volumes, and he
came back to buy a whole set of Volumes.
The tally was 147 First Volumes sold, and the theme was
'How to Study the Bible and Have it Make Sense.' Also, the last
day of the booth, there was a semi-elderly lady whose Dad or
Grand-dad had been an elder in the Cleveland, Ohio, ecclesia
when it was in operation. He was Br. Jarmon. She wanted to
know where we met, and she said she had all the books of Br.
Russell, and she has read them over the years. The Lord knows
our circumstances, so maybe this is the time for her to get
interested..."
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Eisenhower From page 10
dency of the Watch Tower and soon be-

being a leader of the group.
In a letter to Southworth sent to the
gan to make doctrinal and organizational Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society in
changes. Among , these changes was a 1953 in reply to inquiries they had made
charge in 1928 that the Great Pyramid concerning the Eisenhowers, he wrote:
was not a confirmation of truths taught in
For nineteen years from 1919 to 1938
the Scriptures but that it was the work of we were continuously associated with the
the Adversary. The final large split among parents of Dwight Eisenhower... During
the Bible students began in 1928 over this the 30's we were privileged to call two or
very issue.
three times a week for Sr. Eisenhower on
However, the fact that David our way to the regular meetings. When the
Eisenhower's hand-made chart contin- Society announced the new system of
ued to he prominently displayed in his things under the theocratic arrangement
home for sixteen years after Rutherford's Sr. Eisenhower was present in the congrecondemnation is strong evidence of gation and joined with the entire group of
David's continued belief in Br. Russell's
acceptance.
chronological and prophetic teachings.
In the 1930's when the Russellites beCould it be that his lack of interest in came known as the Jehovah Witnesses, it
serving as a leader in 1919 in the Abilene was Ida, and not David, who joined the
Bible Class was due to the change in the sect. Southworth says that Ida became a
leadership of the Watch Tower Society? "strong Witness", but that David remained
Could it have been disappointment over only "friendly" to the group. [However,]
the seeming failure of predictions about Members of the Eisenhower family feel
1914? Dodd does not provide an answer that David renounced the last vestiges of
to these questions but does indicate that Russellism some time before his last days.
It is known that the Brethren were rathe chart remained in the Eisenhower home
for two years after David's death. Ida bidly opposed to Russellism and as late as
1913, the warfare still continued, for in
Eisenhower did not remove this "work of
the Adversary" although she herself was that year the Evangelical Visitor advertised a pamphlet entitled "The Blasphea member of Jehovah's Witnesses.
mous
Religion which teaches the Annihi•
•
•
lation of Jesus Christ" as the "Best yet
According to Paul Hutchinson writing publication against Russellism" and the
in the Christian Century, the question of editor thought every River Brethren minwhether David Eisenhower ever joined ister should read it.
In 1928, one of the Brethren ministers,
the Russellites seems to have been a matAbraham Eisenhower (David's brother),
ter of dispute.
"Whether the President's father ever wrote to the Evangelical Visitor concernjoined the Witnesses is disputed. River ing Russellism:
Brethren—including Bishop Ray Witter—
Oh, fool-hearted nonsense. It is the
say that he did, but that before his death he devil's asbestos blanket to cover up the
returned to their fold. The sons deny that realities of hell fire judgment. The word
he went beyond satisfying his wife by of God will tear off this infamous lie and
accompanying her to Witness meetings." expose the realities of an existence of life
Mr. Fred Southworth attended meet- after death.
ings in the Eisenhower home until 1908,
This strong statement would reflect the
and he told the writer that David general attitude of most of the
Eisenhower was without question a class Eisenhowers.
End of excerpt from Dodd's Religious
leader of the Abilene congregation for a
while. The period for that leadership ap- Background of the Eisenhower Family.
pears to have been prior to 1919 for in that
year Southworth returned to Abilene after
The lives of David and Ida Eisenhower
a twelve-year absence to find that David
Eisenhower was no longer interested in illustrate the personal cost paid by many

brethren to "come out" of nominal
Christendom. They were alone among
their family in accepting Present Truth.
Indeed, as noted above, at least one of
David's brothers was a bitter opponent to
"Russellism." Their sons, though respectful of their parents, showed no interest in
the Truth either. Certainly, David and Ida
knew the familial and parental disappointment of loved ones who rejected or were
indifferent to the Truth.
Considering the historical evidence
from a Bible Student perspective, it is
likely, given David's reticent and thoughtful nature and his aversion to binding
organization, that his religious isolation
of later years was due to the changes
introduced into the Watch Tower Society
by J. F. Rutherford Although David is
recorded by some as being friendly to the
Jehovah's Witnesses, he never joined his
wife in becoming a member, nor did he
ever join the River Brethren or any other
denomination. His experience may well
illustrate the scattered and lonely experience of many of the Bible students during
the 1920's and 1930's.
Although the widespread impact of Br.
Russell's ministry is little remembered by
the world today, Dodd's account of the
Eisenhowers confirms the prominent position of the Watch Tower before the world
and provides insights into the religious
ferment taking place during the early part
of the harvest. Present Truth was controversial and caused great siftings among
the nominal churches, even in remote areas as Kansas. Changes amongst
churchianity also were unsettling and disturbing the flock. Under these ci•cumstances the Watch Tower was a shining
beacon of Truth to impartial truth-seekers, such as David and Ida Eisenhower,
providing them "meat in due season." If
the history of these two lives shows the
great impact of the harvest message, it is
but one story of many during the ministry
of Charles Taze Russell.
Grateful acknowledgment is given for
a brother's capable assistance in the
preparation of this history for publication. Ed. ❑

The Great Burden-bearer
When a sorrow comes upon you
that no other soul can share,
And the burden seems too heavy
for the human heart to bear,

There is one whose grace can comfort
if you'll give him an abode;
There's a burden bearer ready
if you'll trust him with your load;

For the precious promise reaches
to the depth of human woe,
That however deep the waters,
they shall never overflow.
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Conventions
"Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints." Psalm 149:1

September 27,28 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students.
418 N. Wayne St. Secretary: Richard Peddemors, PO Box 71,
Piqua, Ohio 45356. Phone: (937) 492-8610.
October 5 Baltimore, Maryland. Baltimore Bible Students 5th
Annual. Virginia Towers, 500 Virginia Avenue, Towson, MD.
Details from Kenneth Glaze, 500 Virginia Avenue, Apt 902,
Towson, MD 21286. Phone: (410) 825-7955.
October 5 Bellingham, Washington. Bellingham Bible
Students, Little Northwest Fellowship Sunday, Best Western
Lakeway Inn, 714 Lakeway Drive, Three discourses including
an immersion service. Programs/information from Secretary:
Evelyn Stewart, 10601 NE 197th Street, Bothell, WA. Phone:
(425) 486-8792.
October 17-19 Huntsville, Alabama. Huntsville Bible
Students. Holiday Inn, Research Park, 5903 University Drive.
Reservations at Holiday Inn - (800) 845-7275. Mention HBS
block of rooms, reduced rate $52. Convention Secretary: Jim
Cothren, Phone: (205) 852-8505.
October 24-26 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Conley Inn, New
Stanton, PA. Five speakers. Contact: Mrs. Wesley A Cramer,
29 Lakeview Drive, Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (412)
258-2585.

November 27-30 Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia.
Best Western, 2875 Medina Road, Medina, Ohio. Study:
Revelation, Chapter 14. Contact Secretary for programs and
information: Mrs. John Ashley, 424 Foursome Avenue, Akron,
Ohio 44313. Phone: (330) 869-6177.
1998
February 14,15 Dublin, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Five speakers. Theme on Revelation: "The Seven
Stages of the Church," their messengers and messages with
emphasis placed on the Harvest and our message. Secretary:
Deborah Stewart, 46 Millfield Ave., Westerville, OH 43081.
Phone: (614) 890-1814.
March 27-29 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible
Students pre-Memorial. Bastyr Naturopathic University
(formerly St. Thomas Center), 14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell,
WA. (206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. Donald Nussel, P. 0. Box
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564.
April 4,5 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia's pre-Memorial. Location to be announced. Five
speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. T. Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison
Ave., New Castle, DE 19720. Phone (302) 328-7673.

ManitobaNovember 7-9 Regina, Saskatchewan.
Saskatchewan Bible Students Fall Annual. Landmark Inn—
contact hotel for reservations (306) 586-5363. Secretary: Ann
Michalyca, Box 371, Melfort, Sask. SOE 1AO, Phone: (306) 7522197 .

May 23,24 St. Louis, Missouri. St. Louis Bible Students
Ecclesia's Memorial Day Annual, Holiday Inn - South, 1-55 and
Butler Hill Road. Eight speakers. Theme: Psalm 48:14. Contact
Secretary: Dolores Forsythe, 4840 Towne South Road. St. Louis.
MO 63128. Phone: (314) 487-2651.
June 20,21 Hope, Indiana. Hope Bible Students Annual.
Ramada Inn, Shelbyville, IN, five speakers. Details from
Secretary: Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203.

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in
1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Afflicted From page 2

Deaths From page 3

through this new ordeal. Last fall, Sr. Bernice and Lottie both
lost one natural brother, Fred Matus, to cancer, and one natural
sister, Sr. Helen Gaw, to a sudden heart attack."

■ Sr. Margaret Wancheck (Ingleside Care Center, 6525
Lancaster Pike, Hockessin, DE, 19707) has been in a nursing
home for the past couple of years. Though she can walk with
some difficulty, she mostly stays in her wheelchair in her room.
She has been unable to see to read for several years, and
appreciates the Volumes and any mail read to her. In May, she
lost a grandson in a car accident—he was a faithful, visiting
relative and a special comfort to her. Before moving to the
Wilmington, Delaware, area in 1989, she was isolated most of
her life in Warren, Ohio, where she suffered many tragedies over
the years. Yet, she continues to cling to the Lord and his
promises. She appreciates any mail and visits from the brethren.

to free their caregivers for other services to the Lord.
There were 60-65 at the service conducted by Br. Erwin
Kalinski. The undertaker is said to have enjoyed the service and
was surprised at the large attendance. Everyone received a Truth
booklet handout.
Survivors include two sisters, Vera Petroline and Adeline
Kirsch, a nephew and three grandnephews.

■

Br. Nicklas Klinich of Duncan, British Columbia entered
suddenly into test on June 20 at age 75. He was consecrated 47
years. He leaves his beloved wife Edna, of 55 years, and a son
Nick. Brethren in Duncan express sadness at his loss. ❑
"He causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth;
he maketh lightnings for the rain. He brings the winds out of hs
treasures." Psa. 135:7
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Statement of Purpose

Late News

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible

of Livonia, Michigan was released
from his painful affliction of nine years with rheumatoid
arthritis on September 17, ending a consecrated walk of
fifty seven years spent in the service of the Lord, the
Truth and the brethren. His family expresses deepest
gratitude for support given them throughout the period
of his affliction. Details in next issue.
Br. Henry Kwolek

Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 1997

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

