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Blessings Past and in Prospect
Israel Echoes Uplifting
The weekend of Israel Echoes, February It captured the activity of
15,16 at Columbus, Ohio was richly brethren distributing videos
blessed as was the second mission of of Israel: Appointment with
comfort to Israel which it celebrated. Destiny at Zion Square and
Thirty-one members of the mission came other points; and portions
as did a number who had been to Israel on of talks given by Israeli leadthe first comfort mission and many ers: one in particular, a member of the Knesset addressothers—a total of 123.
There was great enjoyment of the ing them at the Knesset who,
"feast" which focused on the grand work as a child, was evacuated
progressing in Israel preparing for the from Gush Etzion in 1948
development of the earthly kingdom. The just before it was destroyed
speakers presented a review of events by the Arabs; and finally,
demonstrating the fulfillment of proph- the unforgettable experiecy in Israel and that of future events. All ence of planting grapevines
Israel Echoes: Outpatient Center, Riverside Hospital
was brought together and interwoven in a in Samaria. To obtain copway that gave a clearer picture of the ies of the video please see page 14.
Polish Benefactor
The intense concentration on a single
whole. Similarly, testimonies by others
Remembered
on the trip revealed their deep personal theme for two days was both highly inforinvolvement, and admiration for the cour- mative and a great stimulus to faith— A biography of Br. Hipolit Olesczynski
age and quality of faith displayed by many truly inspirational and uplifting! All praise has been in the Newsletter files awaiting
and glory is the Lord's, but congratula- the time and space to be used. His life of
Israelis they met.
Outstanding was the memory video tions and thanks also are due to the host sacrifice on behalf of the Polish people
shown Saturday evening which reviewed ecclesea: Associated Bible Students of enlightened the first Truth generation
the many sites visited and events shared. Central Ohio.
(and more) both in America and Poland.
Story on page 5.
Group Sees Need of Book on Pastor Russell
A number of brethren believes it is time to
write a book about Pastor Russell's work
and ministry. In the past 30 years they see
a new generation in the Truth that has

•

heard little of the zeal and excitement of
the early years. As a result many, they say,
feel detached from their heritage. See
Book on page 10.

Greetings in the Lord

The Convention season opened in the
Midwest with the "Israel Echoes"
weekend. Other conventions announced
at all points of the compass and between,
give promise of a rich season ahead.
Indiana to Host 19971-0 Convention
Br. Olesczynski's biography (page 5)
The sponsors of the I-0 treats the beginnings of the Truth moveEcclesias' Annual ment in Chicago, and mentions that the
Convention have selected first General Bible Students Convention
Ball State University at was held there in 1893. Br. Russell's
Muncie, Indiana as the site progressive outlook provided time in the
of their 1997 Convention. program to see the wonders of the World's
Muncie with a population of Fair. For many this experience, added to
71,000 will provide a new the marvel of their first train ride, possiaudience for a Truth witness bly opened some eyes to the reality of
which all anticipate, as well restitution begun. Conventions in prosas the spiritual blessings in pect lack these added attractions today
preparation. Convention but have the same spiritual lure of Truth
Secretary is Tom Filicky, Jr. and fellowship.
For wheresoever the
4517 Accomack Dr., carcase is, there will the eagles he gathLouisviille, KY 40241.
ered together." Matt. 24:28

Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"Many are the afflictions of the righteous but the Lord delivereth him out of them all."

■ Sr. Viorica Crisan and sons, Brs. Cristian and Mircea,
express love and thanks:
"Our dear brethren: Our husband and father, Gheorghe Crisan
passed from this life on February 27, 1997. Thank you for your
love and prayers during this difficult time. We have been
comforted by this outpouring of love. Our love and thankfulness
for you cannot be described in words.
"We are resting in faith that he was faithful to his consecration vows and is now with our Lord and Savior. Memorial
services were held on Sunday, March 2, at 12:30 pm, with the Los
Angeles class. Burial took place in Los Angeles.
"Our family will remain in the area for a while before returning to Romania. (do Tiplea, 16913 Mt. Hutchings, Fountain
Valley, CA 92708, 714-839-3266.) We ask for your prayers, as
we rest in the precious promises. 'When the multitude of darkest
thoughts are within me, Thy promises comfort me.' Psa. 94:19
(from the Romanian translation)"
■ Br. & Sr. Leo Griehs (329 E. Prospect, Jackson, MI 49203)
are under a heavy trial. Br. Leo has bone cancer which has
limited his ability to walk. He is no longer able to assist Sr. Rose
with many things he once did, and she is unable to carry on as her
sight is greatly impaired and her strength failing. They ask for
prayer in their behalf.
■ Sr. Mary DeWys (2025 Three Mile Road, Grand Rapids, MI
49544) writes concerning her recent emergency by-pass
surgery On December 19: "I want to thank my Christian family
for all your cards, prayers and concerns for me. I felt the strength
from intercessory prayer daily. This overwhelming experience
has taught me childlike trust in Jesus Christ...My prayer for each
of you is found in Ephesians 3:17-19. May Christ dwell in your
hearts as you have faith!..."
■ Sr. Odell Kirkpatrick (Happy Harbor Methodist Nursing
Home, 1210 Bayshore Drive - Rm. # 49, La Porte, TX 77571) had
a stroke in April 1995 and is unable to walk or use her left hand.
Also, she has been fighting a kidney infection for almost a year
as the medication given her has not helped the condition. She
has had an opportunity there to witness the Lord's plan to
several people including her roommate. Sr. Peggy Snyder who
sent Sr. Odell's name writes: "Please keep her in your prayers.
I know she would love to hear from the brethren."
■ Br. Walter & Andrea Schroeder (10400 SE Cook Court
#123, Milwaukie, OR 97222). "'Your Catscan is clear Lucas,
you are in complete remission.' We both about fainted, we are
so thankful to the heavenly Father for this blessing. Lucas will
have to see the doctor every three months for two years. It has
a 50/50 chance of coming back. His neck, arms and feet have
sustained neuropathy which means he can't lift his feet
correctly. It is caused by the chemo and could improve some
over time. His eyes have cleared some, but we will need to go
back to the eye doctor in two months to see if there is damage to
the macula...we and he are thankful he is alive!"
■ Sr. Victoria Shaw (13310 Flying West Trail, Helotes, TX
78023) suffered a minor heart attack on Sunday, February 9 just
before the meeting. She was short of breath but went on with the
study and drove herself home. Her daughter took her to the
doctor, three days later; he found fluid around her heart and now
she has developed bronchitis. She is awaiting results from other

Psa. 34:19

tests. This notice placed on e-mail by her daughter Jackie
Lancaster continues: "Thank God for all his blessings and that
'Faith can trust him, come what may!' I also thank all the
brethren who responded with such love to my questions on
anxiety and depression. For over twenty years have been afraid
to tell anyone of this and how I stood in God's eyes. Now he has
helped me through the brethren and in his own time and way."

I

■ Sr. Gloria Luce (Box 147, Route 203, Spencertown, NY
12165) is bereaved by the death of her beloved husband Art who
died February 25 after a long, difficult variety of illnesses and
experiences. Both Sr. Gloria and Art were well known to many
for their hospitality to the young people attending the Annual
East Coast Youth Camp held on their grounds and in their home
for many years. Many young people now grown to adulthood as
well as those younger ones still participating are mourning the
loss of this friend and benefactor from their early years. They
will be a comfort to Sr. Gloria in her sorrow.
■ Sr. Mina Lou Byrum (do Route 2, Box 195, Union City, IN
47390), the sister of the late Mary Jane Bums is herself a patient
now in the same nursing home where she visited her sister over
many years. A victim of Alzheimer's Disease, her husband Cecil
can no longer provide the care she needs. He has lost all frontal
vision due to macular degeneration.
Cecil is an amputee of many years who continues to suffer
"phantom pains" in the stump of his leg which are so excruciating only heavy sedation can ease them.
The bright spot for him in this is that Sr. Mina is satisfied in
her new surroundings and receives his visits with smiles and
tender affection.
■ Br. Kenneth Glaze (500 Virginia Ave., Apt. 902, Towson, MD
21286) underwent lumbar spinal surgery December 10 and is
grateful for the skilled surgeon the Lord chose to perform it.
Following, a urological problem developed and treatment
involved several painful procedures. Sent home to rest for later
prostate surgery, home nursing services helped in the interim. A
nurse was in the home when another emergency developed
requiring hospitalization on Dec. 15. Again painful relief
measures were applied and he went home. The surgery was
performed on January 15. Br. Kenneth is recovered and free
from back pain but will require ongoing therapy.
■ Sr. Evelyn Doran (6813 Green Manor Dr., Louisville, KY
40228) is suffering an undeterminable ailment affecting one
leg. Unable to walk, she was bedfast for a week in early March,
and at that time, her doctor advised that she must remain in bed
another two weeks.
■ Sr. Frieda Dearing and her son Br. Walter (1932 Knox
Street, Indianapolis, IN 45237) are mourning (the second time in
three months)* the death of husband and father George, on
February 24 of pneumonia, though a victim of emphysema and
cancer. He had been ailing for some time without hope of
recovery. Just before the funeral Sr. Frieda fell at a store, and
required a wheel chair to attend the funeral. A few days later she
fell again suffering a hairline fracture to the hip. Prayers for her
comfort are assured. She and Br. Walter appreciate the
brethren's kindnesses especially prayers for them.

*Sr. Ola Harvey, mother and grandmother, died November
25, 1996, reported in the Newsletter's Winter issue.
See Afflicted page 4
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Entered Into Rest
"For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection." Rom. 6:5

■ Sr. Valaria Karr entered into rest on December 30, 1996 at
79 years of age. She was consecrated since 1939. An active
member of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia for a number of
years. She and her husband Br. Joseph moved to Arkansas
because of failing health, then later moved to Racine, Wisconsin
to be near their son, in poor physical health. Over the years their
son recovered and thereafter became a help to his parents. Early
in December both parents entered a nursing home where Sr.
Valaria died just thirty days later.
Her husband Br. Joseph Karr survives her (Unit 13, 3800
Cheyenne Ct., Racine, WI 53404); two sons: David of Racine,
Thomas of California, and two grandsons. By her request, Br.
Edmund Jezuit conducted her services for about 17 relatives and
friends.
■ Sr. Marie Hollinger of Edmonton, Alberta fmished her
course in January of this year. She had been living in her own
home with her son who provided her care. She was 98 years of
age. Sr. Marie had be previously situated in Winnipeg,
Manitoba and also in Victoria, B.C.
■ Sr. Martha Balko of West Newton, Pennsylvania finished her
course on February 16 of cancer. After two surgeries she was
under chemotherapy treatment since 1993 until it was deemed
ineffective and stopped. She
was bedfast just three weeks
prior to her death.
Sr. Martha, and her beloved
husband Br. George who survives her, would have been
married 50 yars in June. The
daughter of consecrated parents, she was one of eleven
children seven of whom consecrated. She was immersed in
1950. Her son George is an
elder in the West Newton class;
two daughters are: Becky Birda
Sr. Martha Balko
of Etters, Pennsylvania and Sr.
Debbie Sterner of Montross, Virginia. Also surviving are seven
grandchildren; two sisters: Srs. Frances Morgan and Esther
Fenchak, and one brother, Br. John Guzick; many nieces and
nephews.
Her funeral service was officiated by Br. Robert Gorecki.
Over 100 relatives, brethren and friends attended.

■

Br. Robert Davis Athens, Alabama finished his earthly
course February 12 of cancer, at the age of 89. Br. Davis was with
the Jehovah's Witnesses for 55 years. He stopped meeting with
them in 1984. He had been getting the Dawn magazine for some
time and ordered the memorial tape so he could take the
memorial at home. In 1994 he asked Br. Leo Post if there were
any Bible Students in the Athens, AL area that he could meet
with. The Huntsville class had just formed in March of that same
year, having two attend from his town. Br. Davis was 86 years
old at the time he began attending regularly. He became an
important part of the class, participating in the studies. Each one
learned to love him and greatly enjoyed his fellowship.
Br. Davis had been sick for several months and his condition
worsened about three months prior to his death, when he stopped
attending the Studies.

Br. Jack Lamb and Br. Jim Cothran officiated at his service.
He is survived by his wife Kathleen who still attends the Jehovah's
Witnesses weekly meetings.
■ Sr. Peggy Jeffrey died December 19, 1996 in Fullerton,
California at age 96. Last March she fell fracturing her right leg.
When nearly healed, the heel began to ulcerate and turned
gangrenous. The lower portion of the leg was amputated in
August 1996.
Sr. Peggy was born to Br. Charles and Sr. Ida Swenson in
upper New York State. They received the Truth through a gift of
one of the volumes of Studies in the Scriptures. As a youngster
Peggy and her parents attended meetings at Bethel where she
met Br. Russell. Sr. Peggy married Br. George Jeffrey and had
two daughters, Ruth (Brown) who died of cancer in 1988, and
Martha. In 1942 the family moved to California and began
attending the Los Angeles Ecclesia, where 55 years later her
memorial service was held and conducted by Br. Larry Davis
(son-in-law) and Br. Mark Davis (grandson).
Sr. Martha said "Mother was a wonderful witness to the Truth,
and her faith has been faith-strengthening for me."
Surviving are, a daughter Sr. Martha Davis, 5531 Far Hills
Avenue, Buena Park, CA 90620; four grandchildren: Jeffrey and
Br. Mark Davis, Sr. Janis Wojcik, Joel Brown, and five greatgrandchildren.
■ Sr. Ella Kikta, a widow age 95, died in her sleep on December
23, 1996 in Costa Mesa, California. She suffered a stroke in
1987 which left her with impaired speech and partial paralyis.
Sr. Ella had six brothers and one sister Sr. June Perry (husband Frank). Her father died when she was an infant, and her
mother of diphtheria when Sr. Ella was just ten years of age. Her
sister June raised her. They attended Bible Students meetings
while living in Chicago, Illinois and moved to Los Angeles when
Ella was 17. Her sister June died about 20 years ago.
■ Sr. Debbie Allen of East Haven, Connecticut died suddenly
on March 11 at 37 years of age. She had suffered many severe
emotional and physical burdens over the past 20 years.
Surviving are her parents Br. Larry and Sr. Henrietta Allen, 104
Stevens Street, East Haven, CT 06512; her brothers: Br. David
Allen, at home, and Br. Mark Allen, 125 Barclay Avenue, Staten
Island, NY 10312; an uncle Br. Steve Suraci, 19 River Rd.
(Foxon), East Haven, CT 066512.
Brethren's prayers are requested on behalf of Sr. Debbie's
grieving parents and family at this time of need. [3

'Tis Finished
"'Tis finished" so the Savior cried,
And meekly bowed his head and died.
'Tis finished! yes, the work is done,
The battle fought, the victory won.
'Tis finished! this that heav'n foretold
By prophets in the days of old;
And truths are opened to our view,
That holy prophets never knew.

'Tis finished! Son of God, Thy power
Hath triumphed in the awful hour.
Thy life for ours the ransom paid,
And free from death shall we be made.
'Tis finished! let the joyful sound
be heard through all the nations round;
'Tis finished! let the triumph rise
And swell the chorus of the skies!

Hymns of Millennial Dawn
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Br. Gheorghe Crisan
1947-1997
The death of Br. Gheorghe (Ghita) Crisan on February 27 in Los
Angeles, California at age 49 was a severe shock to his family,
the Romanian brethren, and also to brethren in the United States
and Canada.
He came in March, 1996 to work with the Bujor family first in
Chicago, then in Phoenix, AZ, then to L.A. to live with his
brother-in-law John Tiplea and his parents-in-law.
He spoke daily to his
relatives about the Truth,
and to John's children about
the kingdom promises. Notable for zeal in praising
God, he was often found sitting at a table singing hymns
of praise.
His son Br. Cristian had
encouraged his mother Sr.
Viorica to visit Br. Ghita, as
he was lonely for his family—having been absent for
some eleven months. She
made plans to travel to California the following August,
but Br. Cristian convinced
her to go sooner and she
planned to come the 19th of
February. A short time later
Br. Gheorghe Crisan
the travel agency called to
say she could go the 13th instead. The Lord's overruling was
evident in arranging this earlier travel.
Less than a week after her arrival in California Br. Ghita
developed a cold which went quickly to his lungs. Sr. Viorica
used her professional nursing skills to help him as she had done
in the past, but this time he got weaker and had trouble breathing.
He was taken to a local hospital on Sunday, February 23rd.
Sr. Viorica called the family in Cluj and asked their oldest
son, Br. Cristian, to come at once to help with translation
between the family and doctors. He had been home only a few
hours from a visit in Poland when the request came. The Lord

miraculously overruled that he met one of his key teachers in the
train station confirming his need to be absent from school.
Another overruling was obtaining an emergency ticket to L.A.
on short notice, and then to find space available on a bus to take
him to Budapest for the flight.
He found his father on arrival in a rapidly deteriorating
condition. There was no response to any treatment. Br. Ghita
had been in ICU since collapsing as he walked into the hospital
waiting room.
Sr. Viorica was pleased with the hospital care and the doctors
who attended Br. Ghita. The family also had many prayers and
much encouragement from brethren around the world. The L.A
brethren were especially helpful in many ways.
Miraculous overrulings were also evident with the youngest
son Br. Mircea, in making arrangements for emergency travel.
He arrived late Friday night and was informed of his father's
death. The family members, and brethren at the airport, comforted one another with the precious promises.
A memorial service was arranged by the L.A. class with Br.
Michael Nekora conducting. Br. Ghita's favorite hymns—#57
and #124 in Hymns of Millennial Dawn—were used, the latter
being sung in Romanian by brethren that traveled from Phoenix
for the service. Br. Peter Tiplea, father-in-law, read a touching
poem he had written and personal remarks about his son-in-law.
Brs. Jerry Leslie and Allen Springer also contributed personal
remarks to the service.
Brs. Cristian and Mircea spoke of their father and the wonderful blessing of being raised in a Truth home. Sr. Viorica
expressed her thanks to the brethren for all they had done. She
noted the Lord's overruling, and her appreciation for having
come when she did, at the urging of her son.
The graveside service was held in L.A. the following afternoon. It was conducted by Br. Jerry Leslie with Brs. Michael
Nekora and Peter Tiplea offering prayer.
There were many overrulings for this family—pilgrims and
strangers in a foreign land. The help of the brethren, and even
the world, was faith-strengthening to them.
There will be a headstone at the cemetery engraved with Psa.
116:15.

Afflicted From page 2

■ Sr. Josephine O'Connors (c/o Mrs. Michael Koterba, 29 Mt.
Pleasant Ave, Wallington, NY 07057) has just entered a nursing
home and is selling her home. She has had two heart attacks and
is no longer able to care for herself. Hearing from and seeing
brethren will lighten the impact of this change in her life.
■ Sr. Jewell Delovan, (121 Highland Ct., W. Bloomfield,
Michigan 48033) has been suffering with cancer for the past
four years. In an acknowledgment of the Lord's hand she states.
"...The words of the brethren before me made me realize how
precious the Lord is to us when we have these trials. I am very
thankful that I have had a good prognosis although I still have
to have surgery every now and then. I am thankful that I have
had a good recovery and that I have not been 'real' sick.
Everybody says that I don't look sick, but I am sick. When I read
the cards and letters it was as if the Lord was talking to me...My
family says, 'Mother, you're a strong woman.' But, I say, 'No,
I am a weak woman, I am only strong in the Lord.'
I saw a man on TV that had cancer. He said that when you have
cancer, your whole family has cancer, and that is true..."

■ Sr. Eleanor Beaman (P.O. Box 621, Follansbee, WV 26037)
is suffering the tragedy of losing her beloved daughter Jonnene
Coultier, 36 years of age, in a one-car accident on Sunday
morning, March 9 in Steubenville, Ohio.
May Sr. Eleanor be comforted in her grief by our loving
Father who is preparing her to comfort suffering humanity in the
kingdom. "No trial will be permitted to be too severe. He loves
us too well to permit any needless sorrow..." Songs in the Night,
Sept. 25

■ Sr. Lois Armstrong (211 Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE
19720) "To the many dear brethren who have sent cards, letters,
e-mail and phone calls during my mother's failing health these
last months and after her death on Jan. 2 this year. Br. Tim, our
family and I are very appreciative of the love, concern and many,
many prayers on our behalf during this time. Thank you for your
support and comfort." Precious Promises, page 57; Matt.10:30.
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Brother Hipolit Olesczynski
A Faithful, Loyal Soldier of the Cross
1857-1930
"The need of a new generation to know
more of its heritage" as stated in this
issue on page 10 reminded us of a
biography in our files of an early Harvest
figure, Br. Hipolit Olesczynski who died
April 29, 1930. His sacrificial life
brought the enlightenment of the Truth to
the Polish people. Though this biography
has been reprinted over the years, it
seems to have had only limited
circulation.
The editor's introduction to the report
of the Second Reunion Bible Students
Convention, Pittsburgh, PA 1930 reflects
somewhat our purpose in its republication. Ed.
For many years Brother Olesczynski had
been an outstanding leader amongst the
Polish people throughout the world, and
practically all who have come into the
light of Present Truth are indebted, either
directly or indirectly, to this dear
Brother. He was Brother Russell's righthand man, so to speak, in their united
efforts to serve the Polish Brethren.
Thousands upon thousands of Polish
Brethren have come out of dense
darkness and ignorance into the light of
Present Truth. Practically all of the
translations of the Towers, Scripture
Studies and booklets from English to
Polish were the results of his labors. He
also, in harmony with Brother Russell's
wishes, edited for years the Polish Watch
Tower... Editor of Convention Report,

leave home and travel about the
Continent hoping, that somewhere, he
would be accepted into the service of the

Br. Hipolit Olesczynski

Catholic church. Traveling through
Germany, Austria, and Italy, earning his
way he arrived in the -Eternal City."
Surely here his application for entry to the
priesthood would be looked upon with
favor; but alas! once more he was
rebuffed. Although later he was glad for
these rejections, which at the time seemed
cruel to one bent on consecrating his life
to service in the religious system whose
claims to divine origin and catholicism
1930
were undisputed in his own mind.
At the time, Brother Olesczynski had
Brother Hipolit Olesczynski was born in
Warsaw, Poland, in 1857. His parents no knowledge of the Truth, as the Bible
were orthodox Catholics of the middle was not accessible to the masses, the catclass. As with Brother Russell, a mother's echism being deemed all-sufficient for
gentle care and refining influence were orthodox souls. Seeking to draw near to
lost to him in childhood, and thereafter God under the folds of the (to him) Mother
his life was one of hardship. He was Church, the repulses came as shocks diftaught strict obedience to the religious ficult to comprehend at the time. Howfaith of his parent, but his education was ever, it was in Rome, which had turned
elementary only—too meager for one him away, that a peculiar experience
possessing an innate thirst for opened his eyes to the true state of affairs
knowledge. Of his early religious in the "Vine of the Earth." He was vioemotions we know little, but a friendship lently swung into the opposite extreme of
which developed with the parish priest, infidelity - while still believing in the
and subsequent permission to do services existence of an omnipotent power.
He drifted to Paris where, now twentyaround the church, begat in him the desire
to enter religious work. At the age of three years of age, he embraced socialfifteen he determined to prepare for the ism, which was not satisfying to his hunCatholic priesthood. However, his ger for religious things. He was here
application for entry into a school of thrown in with a class whose radical teachinstruction was rejected, the ings did not stop at blasphemy, and were
qualifications being one of three: cruel mental torture to one brought up to
education, beauty of form and feature, or reverence religion, and whose mind was
wealth. Not qualifying, he determined to still searching after God. However, it is

probable that even these experiences were
working out for good as they brought
about a "try the spirits" state of mind
which proved helpful in later years in
discerning truth and error.
After several years in France he returned to Poland. He there became acquainted with a Baptist who presented
him with a New Testament, the first he
ever had. This friendship and the consequent study and discussion continued
throughout the three years he spent in the
army—which was compulsory under the
National Military Law. Brother
Olesczynski often looked back to those
years when the various disciplinary experiences were helping to develop his character.
At this time while billeted at the home
of his brother he came in contact with
Spiritism. A small group met there and
experimented with the workings of the
ouija board. Brother Olesczynski being
open to conviction from anything savoring of truth, was on precarious ground
here, as he himself afterward realized. At
one of these meetings after a phenomenal
demonstration his mind formed a question as to the source of this power, and the
words "An evil spirit" were spelled out;
then "I can make you wealthy, famous or
whatever you desire if you will subject
yourself to me," to which he replied "I am
not a fool." His next thought was, "Can
you harm me?" and the answer came,
"You will see." He was shaken by this
experience but took comfort by reasoning that if there were evil spirits (for he
instinctively felt them to be such) then
there must also be good spirits. In later
years he had cause to remember the evil
spirit's threat of harm.
During his army service he contracted
typhus and pneumonia. He recovered but
the weakening effects remained the rest
of his life. Unknown to most of the friends,
Brother Olesczynski had his "thorn in the
flesh," only his immediate family and a
few intimate friends being aware of his
physical condition.
The close of his army term found him
eager to visit the New World, to which his
Baptist friend had journeyed, and gradually working his way to Hamburg he sailed
to America. This was 1891 and he was
thirty-four years old.
He left for Chicago shortly after his
arrival, and here three months later he
first came in contact with the Harvest
message being published so energetically
by Brother Russell. Talking with a friend
See Soldier next page
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one day, a distinguished gentleman passed
carrying a valise of books. It was a Mr. C.
Antoszewski. He was a Pole of education
and refinement who colporteured Bibles
and religious books among the foreign
classes of people. A friendship sprang up

...the English friends in
Chicago were few...
without regular class
meetings.
between him and the young immigrant
and he invited Brother Olesczynski to his
home where he was shown an English first
volume of the Millennial Dawn Studies.
There was no literature in Polish on the
Truth at the time, but Mr. Antoszewski
being conversant in the English language,
patiently explained to the eager young
truth-seeker as many of the jewels of truth
as he had himself grasped. As the beautiful symmetry of the true Gospel message
began to impress itself upon his mind, the
joy and peace that came to him can only
be fully appreciated by those who have
themselves found the promised rest for
their souls. Here was the Creator as he had
instinctively known him to be, now revealed in a marvelous Plan of the Ages,
which set forth His glorious attributes:
Wisdom, Justice, Love and Power. "Praise
ye the Lord."
From that time on Brother Olesczynski
spent every possible moment in the company of his benefactor plying him with
questions, hungry to learn more of the
blessed Truth. Thus the first Polish Berean
Bible class in America consisted of these
two brethren who diligently sought by
mutual study to perfect one another in the
knowledge of the Lord. (Witness Brother
Antoszewski's letter in the Tower for December, 1891.) Handicapped as they were
by the lack of literature in Polish, they
sought, to witness verbally to whomsoever had ears to hear. Slowly but surely
Brother Olesczynski grew in grace and
knowledge, and in 1893 when the first
General Bible Students' Convention was
held in Chicago, he symbolized the consecration of his all.
Not long after he witnessed the message to a Polish man and woman—brother
and sister—who embraced the Truth. This
was the first Polish sister—who later became his wife. At that time the English
friends in Chicago were few in number
and scattered throughout the city without
regular class meetings. Several, amongst
them Brother Olesczynski, began to urge

meeting regularly at the homes for mutual
upbuilding with the result that weekly
gatherings were instituted. At these
Brother Olesczynski attended, with the
afore-mentioned brother and sister, patiently striving to learn more of the truth
and more of the English language. We
digress here to explain that Brother
Antoszewski, who had "run well" so far,
had become offended during the unfortunate Adamson-Zech controversy and left
for Europe. Thus to Brother Olesczynski
devolved the distinction of being the oldest Polish Bible Student in these Harvest
days.
In 1895 he returned to Poland to take to
his relatives the Truth which had so rejoiced him, but they considered him both
a fool and a fanatic. Though grieved at
heart he was not deterred, remembering
the Lord's promise. (Matt. 19:29.) Again
he left for America, traveling, by way of
Egypt as he greatly desired to see the
Great Pyramid, which was at the time being studied by reverent Bible students.
Before reaching Chicago he visited
Brother Russell at Pittsburgh and became
more acquainted with the man for whom
he never lost respect and love as long as
he lived. Brother Russell, even then, realized the earnest zealousness of this young
man who spoke only broken English but
whose enthusiasm for the precious truth
was so manifest. For years after, practically all the Polish work was entrusted
into Brother Olesczynski's handg• by
Brother Russell, a confidence and trust
which was never misplaced.
In 1896 the Polish Class in Chicago
consisted of five persons which his diligent labor increased to 22 the following
year. However, the number decreased by
reason of a "Harvest sifting" to eleven.
Brother Olesczynski, now living in a Chicago suburb, was riding on a bicycle 22
miles to meetings. His "tent making"
consisted of a little shoe repair shop where
he prepared his own meals and also made
his lodging. Every possible moment was
spent in "redeeming the time" in witnessing and study of the Lord's Word.
In 1900 he was united in marriage to
Sister Wierzyllo, to whom he had brought
the message of truth some years before.
To his wife he owed much of his encouragement and even health during the following troublous years when both
"friend" and "foe" attacked from all sides,
as did also his physical ailment from
within. About this time also, having become more familiar with the English language, he translated several booklets into
the Polish language. These were printed
and distributed at his own and wife's expense, she being the proprietress of an

artificial flower making establishment. It
was this little business entirely under her
supervision that furnished their subsistence for some years, during which Brother
Olesczynski devoted his entire time to
traveling, preaching and translating. The
message in Polish was now gradually finding adherents in many of the larger cities.
In 1907 he finished translating the First
Volume of Scripture Studies, the distribution of which reached even to Poland
itself. There, small classes had begun to
form mainly through the efforts of Brother
Kin, who had himself received the truth
while in America through Brother
Olesczynski. In 1911 Brother Kin requested Brother Russell to send Brother
Olesczynski to Poland on a pilgrimage
tour for the encouragement of the brethren, which visit, lasted for six months. A
brief report of this trip is in the December
1, 1911, Tower being a letter from Brother
Olesczynski to Brother Russell.
In 1912 he was sent again and remained
some eight months journeying from town
to town addressing the gradually increasing number of private gatherings and also
public meetings. Of the latter there were
few, however, as the government being
influenced by the clergy, permits for meetings were difficult to obtain. Nevertheless, under the Lord's jurisdiction the
message prospered and at the time of
Brother Russell's death the friends were
numbered in hundreds.
A third trip was made in 1913 from
which Brother Olesczynski did not return
until a year and a half later; the World War
breaking out making it extremely difficult for any one to leave the belligerent
countries. It may not be amiss to mention
that during his prolonged absences from

...Photo-Drama means
of great work among
Polish People.
home, Sister Olesczynski was faithfully
managing the home and nurturing their
five children. The home had become a
Polish Bethel to which many of the friends
would bring their troubles and misunderstandings. It was Sister Olesczynski's lot
to comfort them while entertaining with
whatever bounty her limited store could
provide, but somehow things always
turned out right and always will if there is
an abiding faith in Him who bade us "seek
first the Kingdom of Heaven and His righteousness and all things needful would be
added" unto us. The one great aim was to
keep Brother Olesczynski always in the

Lord's work. Though they lacked so often their father's care and oversight, nevertheless the Lord's blessing abided with
his family. One daughter consecrated her
all to the Lord and others of the children
were greatly interested in the message of
Truth. All of them had been of comfort
and assistance during trying times. Though
Sister Olesczynski was unknown personally to many of the Polish brethren, yet
"she hath done what she could." Her
management of the home even during
times of great physical infirmity permitted her husband to devote all his energies
to work for the friends.
By 1915 there were several hundred
Polish brethren in Chicago alone, with
large classes in other cities, particularly
Detroit. In this year Brother Russell called
Brother Olesczynski to Brooklyn to serve
as editor of the Polish Tower. The PhotoDrama was brought out at this time also
and was the means of a great witnessing
work among the Polish people who, it
must be remembered, were nearly always
strict Roman Catholics and very difficult
to approach with dissimilar religious
teachings. In Chicago alone, which always was the center of the Polish work,
thousands crowded into one of the largest
theaters and hundreds were turned away
for lack of seating space, a far cry indeed
from those days of twenty-odd years before when a class of 20 was considered
quite large. Brother Olesczynski had lived
to see such a small beginning, literally
himself alone, grow to such large proportions as to necessitate dividing the friends
into a dozen small classes in one city
alone. All these friends had been members of a religious system, adherents to
which Brother Olesczynski had long felt
invulnerable to the message of present
Truth by reason of their inbred, traditional reverence and superstitious awe
for the greatest man-made theological
organization in the world. In fact, his
explicit advice for some years had been
for colporteuring to be avoided in the
neighborhoods where these people predominated. He was, therefore, much surprised to see the great interest manifested
in his later years, but such is the power of
the Lord's message even unto those who
are "blind and wayfaring" in comparison
to the more enlightened Protestants. No
doubt his heart rejoiced to see such great
numbers of his fellow countrymen coming out of darkness into the "marvelous
light" and must have rejoiced for the share
he had in their liberation.
But, alas! in a short while much grief of
mind was to be his portion to see this
liberty so short-lived. The painful days
following the decease of Brother Russell

were great days of trial for the Polish
friends as well as the English and in the
spring of 1917 the Polish Chicago Class,
passing through a severe ordeal, requested
that Brother Olesczynski be permitted to
return to that city from Brooklyn, which
was done. To him was delegated the translation of one of the publications brought
out at that time and termed by some, the
"penny" of the parable. After laboriously
struggling through four chapters he real-

...history of his life
is the history of Polish
Bible Students...
ized that this kind of spiritual food, or "ice
cream" as her termed it, was not for him
and before a united gathering of the class,
sorrowfully though firmly, he expressed
his viewpoint on this matter and also his
determination to sever all connection with
the organization with which he had been
affiliated 23 years. Being in such a prominent position amongst the Polish people,
his statement created a great furore with
the result that a division occurred in the
class. The friends who craved liberty
formed their own class under his leadership and these friends he served faithfully
until his death. Similar severings occurred throughout the country and also in
Poland. Many of these classes gradually
became united through correspondence
or visits and though there is no formal
official organization of these brethren
today nevertheless they are more united
in the invisible bonds than they were ever
before. Their only connection with other
classes of similar minded brethren was
Brother Olesczynski, who being the one
brother known to all, was now invited by
the various classes to make pilgrimages.
In this way he was able to unite the friends
more and more, being the invisible bond,
so to speak, by which the union was effected. By reason of these peculiar circumstances on him devolved, as it had on
the Apostle, "the care of all the churches."
In 1922 he made another trip to Europe,
visiting the stricken sheep in Poland and
he returned in 1923. This was to be his last
visit to his native land. In this year also
sufficient organization being effected
amongst the friends, once more the issuance of a monthly journal was begun of
which he was editor until his death. The
various classes agreed to the oversight of
this publication by some of the older and
more spiritual brethren in the Detroit class.
Brother Olesczynski inserted in this
monthly practically nothing but transla-
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tions of the articles of Brother Russell;
rich spiritual food indeed for the Polish
friends and much appreciated by them.
And so he continued his labors until
the spring (1930). He was now 73 years
old, much beset with physical infirmity
which caused great suffering; nevertheless he continued traveling from class to
class, meanwhile translating article after
article and in-between-times managed to
translate the comments and references in
the Berean Bible. This book when published represented 600 pages of difficult
work, as each citation had to be found in
the Polish volumes of Scriptural Studies
and the proper page designated.
On April 20th, 1930, he lead the meeting for the last time in Harvey, IL., where
the family home was located. He then set
out for a journey east to a convention for
Memorial Day. On Sunday, April 27th, he
delivered his last discourse to the friends
in South Bend, IN. During this discourse
his ailments, now became so painful that
he was forced to leave the rostrum, but
after a few moments, returning and concluded the service. At the home of anxious friends a little later he felt better and
still believed that much work remained
for him to do. However, the Lord's plans
are not men's plans and the following
evening, he becoming weaker, it was manifest that for him there were to be no more
earthly joumeyings. Several of the elders
gathered at the home of the host, left when
he fell asleep thinking that all was well.
About midnight his moanings awakened
the host who found him struggling to
maintain a sitting position. The sister left
at once to call a physician. He was barely
able to whisper but the host heard the
words "It is time now to go to the Lord"
and then his breathing gradually subsided,
and so he finished his course. Thus ended
the life in whose history we have the
history of the Polish Bible Students. As he
understood the Lord's will he strove to
fulfill it for 38 years. Abundantly had he
been used in the Harvest work of the
Gospel age; to so many of the friends, he
had been the means of revealing to them
the wonderful Plan of the Ages. Faithfully had he striven to let his light shine,
"Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter into the joys of thy Lord." We
rejoice in hope that our brother is counted
amongst the "Saints of Light." Blessed
hope, which can sustain the soul through
long years of service and suffering.
The funeral rites were held from his
home in Harvey, Illinois, where a large
number attended an outdoor service on
the adjacent lawn. Two brothers addressed
the gathering—Brother Tabaczynski in
Polish and Brother Jones in English... ❑
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Bible Students Aid Foundation
Annual Report of the Trustees, 1996
We express our thankfulness for the
privilege of helping to "bear one
another's burdens" in a temporal way
during 1996, the ninth full year of the
Foundation's operation. We also hasten
to thank all those who supported the
Foundation's work, either temporally or
spiritually.
Last year we reported that the applications for aid were substantially revised in
October 1995 and were (and continue to
be) distributed by many of the brethren all
around the country, and abroad. The new
applications have been a blessing to us.
Numerous times throughout 1996, the
applications assisted us in identifying aggressive applicants who purported to be
of our fellowship, but who are not and
hence are not qualified for aid according
to the charter by which we are governed.
Even though the new applications are
more time consuming for the brethren to
fill out, we ask each of the brethren re-

questing aid to fill out one of the new
(October 1995) applications, even if aid
has been granted at some point in the past.
We have found that this approach avoids
(or at least greatly reduced) our having to
make decisions based on conjecture rather
than fresh and complete facts. We assure
the brethren that we do not want the continued use of these new procedures to
discourage any from applying for aid. We
greatly desire to help every brother or
sister in Christ as much as we are able.
Those needing applications for themselves or others should send their requests
to the Foundation's liaison, the New Albany Bible Students Ecclesia (P.O. Box
197, New Albany, IN 47151-0197). However, completed applications must always
be sent directly to the Bank as stated on
the application.
For all those receiving aid, please continue sending an acknowledgment letter
to us through Mr. Ted Merhoff at the Bank

We pray that the contents of the Newsletter will continue to be a source of blessing through information for the Lord's
people on every major continent of the
earth.
It is a great joy, and a serious responsibility to have this stewardship, and we
bow in humble thanks and praise to our
heavenly Father as we reflect on these 25
years of publication.

Financial Report
Funds at January 1, 1996
Income:
Contributions
Interest
Total
Expenditures:
Printing
Postage
Phone: L.D.
Supplies / Misc.

FINANCIAL REPORT
January 1 - December 31, 1996
Total grants given
to brethren in need

$26,830

Total contributions
from brethren

$5,735

Romanian Fund
Annual Report, 1996

Bible Students Newsletter
Annual Report, 1996
The past year has been one of rich
blessing and needed experience for the
Lord's people. The heights of joy and the
"deepest shades of sorrow" have filled
these pages. Special reports honored the
memory of several "old soldiers of the
cross" who, we trust, have joined the
ranks of the faithful on the other side.
Reports of world events unfolding have
underscored the nearness of the
Kingdom, and the fruition of our hopes.
It was our privilege to supply the brotherhood with information on 44 of those
who finished their course, and 52 who
were afflicted. The 17 pages of testimonies continued to be a highlight for many
brethren. Immersions of 60 new brethren
were listed, including 18 from Eastern
Europe and 17 from Nigeria.
An international flavor was prominent
once again with reports from Ukraine,
Romania. Bulgaria and Nigeria. The special report on a Comfort Mission to Israel
rounded out the international scene.
Reports on witnessing to the Truth by
means of display ads, national publications, public meetings and videos showed
increased activity and good response. For
This Cause continues to receive good attendance at public showings, and a newlydesigned color brochure has had unprecedented success. Through the end of 1996,
25,700 brochures had been mailed out by
ecclesias with more than 2,000 requests
for the video received.

(Bible Students Aid Foundation, do Charitable and Endowment Management Services, PNC Bank Kentucky, Inc., Louisville KY 40296). In addition to providing us with a spiritual uplift, these letters
provide us with the only convenient way
of knowing that the aid was properly received.
Please continue to pray for the work of
the Foundation during 1997, and pray for
the full establishment of God's kingdom
of peace and righteousness. John 13:35

$3,006
667

$2,750
2,201
191
463

$15,859*

3,673
19,532

This annual report for the Romanian fund
covers the period from December 1, 1995
to November 30, 1996.
The primary component of this year's
budget was for humanitarian aid to our
brethren in Moldova and Romania. Nearly
$8,000 was for that purpose. The substantial balance at the beginning of 1997
speaks highly for the generosity of American brethren, responding to the financial
need of others.
The next largest item was printing at
$3,000, followed by public witness work
at over $1,000. Separate funds were set
up with various ecclesias in the two countries to further the cause of the Gospel.
The door is still open to unusual witness
opportunities in both countries. The brethren, however, are aware that it was once
closed and wish to labor while they may.
Other expenditures included funding
for computer parts and repair, intemet
access, and miscellaneous supplies.

5,605

Financial Report

Balance at December 31, 1996 $13,927

Funds at Nov. 30, 1995

*Opening balance reflects addition of C.D.
interest ($142) omitted in 1995 report.

Income:

18,055.31

Expenditures:

13,649.71

Costs of Winter issue were paid in '97 so not
included in this report. They will be given in the
Summer issue.

Balance at Dec. 31, 1996

$ 2,667.98

$ 7,073.58
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Jewish Faith Flowers in Israel
The following letter received by Sr.
Estelle Gill from one of the "Women in
Green" who spoke to the group in Israel,
was edited for length. Ed.

Dear Estelle, Greetings from Judah!
Yes, I remember you, and was delighted
to receive your nice letter.
I am thankful that I was an instrument
to present something worthwhile. In too
many ways I fail, but I do—and I say this
thankfully—have a strong faith that the
Holy One of Israel is doing exactly as He
promised.
I believe you will find the article [see
below] interesting. It shows how close
that Great Day is. So much has happened
since you were here. Please give regards
to all those dear ones who are with you.
Believe me, you were an inspiration to us.
I have shown the wonderful film to many
(Jew and Gentile) and almost all were
thrilled by its beautiful message.
We were very saddened by the turnover of most of Hebron to the Arabs. The
lack of interest in His Ways by so many of
our People also saddens us. In fact, that
saddens me the most, for as stated I know
he will not forsake us. Our disappointment now includes many in our govern-

meat, who baffle us by following in the
footsteps of the previous government,
with whom we were so in opposition. I
have concluded that because it is the time
of the Redemption (3000 yrs. Jerusalem;
100 of Zionism; 50 yrs. of the State of
Israel, May 1998; and the 70th Jubilee)
God has hardened their hearts as He did
Pharaoh's when it was the time of deliverance. The express purpose of that being
to open the eyes of those nations round
about to the Power of the God of Israel
that His People pass safely to their Land.
Israel cannot go in other than the path of
Abraham, who was promised all the Land,
forever.
The Goliath that is being stood is of
such enormous power so as to leave no
doubt that his destruction is Divine. For
thus will the Great High Holy One of
Israel magnify His Name before the nations. And we are blessed to be sitting
front-row-center for the greatest coming
events ever to happen to mankind! Not by
coincidence was Jerusalem a threshing
floor. A great threshing is preparing; but
the wind (His Spirit) will not be so strong
as to blow away the wheat with the chaff.
Hallelujah!
According to His Law when the 49th

L to R: Sr. Virginia Rawson, Carolyn Duley,
Sr. Estelle Gill

year rolls over to the 50th all the Land
returns to its rightful owners, and all prisoners are released. May we each be
blessed to have part in this, God willing.
Wondrous thought! Perhaps we may be
friends for eternity!
Heartfelt thanks again to all of you
dear people for your kindness and caring
for which you will surely receive a blessing.
Yours in Israel's Hope,
Carolyn Duley

The Syria-PLO Axis
This recent news item is excerpted from the
article supplied us by Carolyn Duley. Ed.

A thought-provoking revelation is [contained]
in an 11-page congressional report on terrorism
and warfare, drawn up under the chairmanship
of New Jersey congressman Jim Saxton.
At the heart of the report is a warning about
a military pact drawn up between Yasser Arafat
and the Syrian government toward the end of
last year, threatening hostilities against Israel.
One of the key clauses of the Damascus pact
says that Arafat's police as well as his "terrorist
armed elements are to be trained" to ignite "the
Israel interior in case of an escalation in the
north."
The report describes Arafat's rapid construction of a chain of deep "command centers,
ammunition and weapons storage areas, wellfortified to even withstand Israeli bombing and
shelling. The Palestinian Authority is accumulating large stockpiles of anti-tank and antiaircraft weapons, including missiles—all forbidden by the Oslo accords."
"The Syrians have begun distributing weapons in the refugee camps (in southern Lebanon). At the PA's request they have launched
intensive training of PLO anti-aircraft units.

Uri Dan
Dennis Eisenberg
Syrian military intelligence teams will be infiltrated into the PA area, granted Palestinian
identity documents, and serve as military attaches for training Palestinian forces."
Together with the PA, the Syrians are, as the
congressional report phrases it, setting up a
fresh team to "employ ruthless means" to eradicate any remnants of the General Security
Service's networks.
"In the event of an eruption of violence in
Lebanon or on the Syrian border the Syriancontrolled teams will coordinate and lead the
Palestinian 'contribution' to the war effort."
The Saxton report is, of course, based on US
intelligence data.
There is clearly concern in [the Israeli] cabinet about the buildup of Arafat's military force.
Despite his new "super-dove" image, David
Levy was sufficiently alarmed to announce
recently that 30 planeloads of weapons have
been flown from Iran to Damascus.
The announcement forced US officials to
admit that they have known about this for some
time.
The weapons, including advanced rockets

capable of reaching the Haifa area from Lebanon, were sent on to Hizbullah and other terrorists training in the southern part of the country
and in the Bekaa Valley.
Arafat is pressing for quick implementation
of safe passage for Palestinians and their goods
between Gaza and the West Bank. It would not
be stretching cynicism too far to understand
why this is so important to him. How else can
he get the weapons detailed above into the
hands of his fighters in Ramallah, Hebron,
Bethlehem and other points close to Jerusalem
and other Jewish areas?
Comments Saxton in his report entitled Approaching the New Circle of Arab-Israeli Fighting: "The Clinton administration continues to

apply pressure on Jerusalem to make additional
concessions to Mr. Arafat, while ignoring the
concurrent developments in the Middle East.
"Instead of pressuring the democraticallyelected government of Israel to deviate from the
policies it was elected for, the US should concentrate on helping Israel meet the growing
threat of war."
The writers are authors of The Mossad:
Secrets of the Israel Secret Service and other
books on the Middle East.
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Serving Our Brethren
"To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased."

Group Sees Need of Book on Pastor Russell
This announcement from Br. Robert
Wagoner (921 Westwood Ave., Santa
Ana, CA 92703; (704) 553-3222) should
stir considerable interest among Bible
Students. Ed.

Pastor Charles T. Russell's ministry
ended just over 80 years ago. Since then
virtually all who knew him have passed
on, even those who knew those who knew
the Pastor are passing on.
In the past 20 to 30 years a new generation has come into the Truth hearing little
about the early work, the zeal, the dedication, the sacrifice, and the enthusiasm and
excitement of the early years. As a result
many feel a bit detached from their heritage, and others have believed the lies
published about Br. Russell, while still
others have grown lukewarm.
A group of brethren believe it's time to
write a book about Br. Russell's life and
Book of Seklemian
Discourses Planned
All the discourses extant by Br. Robert
Seklemian have been assembled by the
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia for
printing in book form. No publication
date has been announced.
Many of these discourses were circulated in large print over a period of several years by the Piqua Bible Students
(now Miami Valley Bible Students) to
more than three hundred brethren.
The book will be a welcome addition to
the treasure trove of Present Truth literature. Chicago's Book Republishing Committee has charge of the project: 140
Forest Glen Road, Wood Dale, IL 60191.

Secretary - Address Change
Miami Valley Bible Students
Richard Peddemors
PO Box 71
Piqua, OH 45356

Secretaries - New
Berean Bible Students of Michigan
Emily Kluze
631 S. Claremont
Dearborn, MI 48124
Phone: 313-563-0882
e-mail: ekluze@juno.com

ministry and how the Truth movement
came to be. The committee of five who
will oversee the project are as follows:
Jim Parkinson, Owen Kindig, Paul Mali,
David Stein, Rolando Rodriguez. Among
others providing assistance and advice to
the project are: Brian Kutscher, Carl
Hagensick, David Rice, and Michael
Nekora.
If you have printed material, newspaper clippings, letters, stories, anecdotes,
pictures that relate to the period from the
1850's to the 1930's, we are very interested in getting photo copies of these.
(Do not send originals and please enclose
address and phone number with each.)
Send to: C. T. R. & The Truth Project:
do Paul Mali,
638 Pequot Ave.
New London, CT 06320

Heb. 13:16

Reprints on Audio Tape
"Faith cometh by hearing..."

For sight impaired, or busy brethren
redeeming the time while working or
driving, and those who learn best by
hearing—
If you would like a "sampler" (being
prepared) for individual or class libraries
please contact the address below.
Chicago Bible Students have recorded
most of 1916, but have given the Bible
Students Congregation of New
Brunswick permission to pursue the
project. The new sponsors will prepare as
interest warrants the years 1915, 1914,
1913, etc. Interest, comments or
questions are invited.
Contact: Robert Gray, c/o 81 Braeton
Way, Freehold, NJ 07728. Phone: (908)
431-5221, E-mail: rgray144@aol.com

The world is a timeclock...
...ticking off the days, the years, the
epochs of God's great plan of the ages!
What time is it today?..

Time Tract Offer
West Suburban Bible Students have a
surplus of 6,000 Time tracts available
(free) with the West Suburban address.
The offer suggests lots of 500 or more.
The Ecclesia will fill any requests
received for Volume 1 as advertised in
the tract. If interested contact:
Edmund Jezuit, 41 Prairie Drive,
Addison, IL 60101.

Chicago Bible Students
Donna Whittaker
28 W. 151 Belleau Drive
Winfield, IL 60190
Palo Alto Ecclesia
Rita Connelly
4786 Phebe Avenue
Freemont, CA 94555

Mr. & Mrs. Norman Rankin
7535 Cumberland Drive
Hanover Park, IL 60106
Grace Eldridge
do Easton
Route 3 Box 404
Gardiner, ME 04345

New Addresses Sought
Mrs. John Moffat
42 Clark Road
Naugatuck, CT 06770

Lars & Jennifer Sandberg
1044 160th Street
Whiterock BC
Canada
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Our Brethren Speak
"I will praise the Lord according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the Lord most high."

Testimonies at Portland, OR August 17:
Perceptive Self-Examination
Sr. Ginger Brann, Seattle Ecclesia
"...What a blessing it is to get more of an insight into this
beautiful letter [Revelation] that the Apostle John gave us. I feel
like I need this convention very much. I don't want to get into
details but I feel like I need the reminder to be humble and to
appreciate this wonderful word of God and the responsibility
that comes with it. I was struck by the opening discourse about
how we have to be very cautious—that with our successful
experiences comes self confidence which could also bring
arrogance and pride. I feel like I was right at the inception of
going into the arrogance and pride field. I want to remember to
keep that balanced with the humility that is required of stewards
of God. It isn't anything big, so please don't worry that there is
any serious plague or trial that has come upon me. It is
something very personal inside that is going on...I am just really
wanting to bear fruitage from this experience and yet make sure
that I am not upset with the prunings that go on with bearing
fruitage..."
Testimonies at West Suburban, IL Sept. 1,2:
Prays to Keep Growing
Br. Carlos Crawford, Chicago Metropolitan Class
"...This is my first convention and I am kind of nervous. I am
relatively new in the Truth. I have been consecrated for a couple
of years although I have been around the Truth for a little longer
than that. My lifestyle for so many years was so different. I just
thank God for the things I am able to appreciate now. For so long
in the world anything goes. I feel kind of insecure now because
I fmd myself in the position of constantly operating on faith - not
knowing what is going to happen. I have burned many bridges
in my life. Now, I have lost everything. I lost my wife and
monetary things. So, now I wake up everyday depending on God
to deliver me out of one thing or another and he keeps on doing
it. The lesson I am learning now is that between that period
where he answers my prayers or makes me see things, I need not
be so uncomfortable. I am not used to operating on faith. So,
when I pray for things now and they don't happen right away, I
wonder what's going on. I don't feel worthy, but he keeps
revealing himself to me and I find I am fighting less and less with
those kind of things. I know this is a measure of growth. I am
learning how to depend on the Lord more and more. What is
even more important is that I am learning to like it. Please pray
for my faith that I keep on growing..."
Tabernacle a Special Gift to Us
Sr. Molly Heidelbach, Milwaukee Ecclesia
"...We thank our heavenly Father for the wonderful family in the
Lord we belong to. We thank him for the gift of his dear son. If
it wasn't for the beloved Lord Jesus none of us would be here. If
it wasn't for the harvest message none of us would be here. I am
glad Br. Carlos mentioned he wasn't worthy. Well, we weren't
worthy, we were made worthy in the blood of the Lamb. How
thankful we are for the robe of Christ's righteousness. How
thankful we are to be with the richest people - rich in faith - and
the happiest people on the face of the earth. We have so much
to thank our heavenly Father for, that our lives should be a life
of thankfulness. Br. Ed and I have quite a peaceful life in our old
age, and have been so richly blessed with the new ones in the

Psa. 7:17

Truth. We realized that we didn't appreciate the Truth as much
as these new ones that come in. They are so exciting. Right now
we are studying the Tabernacle with them...The Tabernacle is so
interesting. We study for several hours and there are always new
things that come up that we didn't know were there, and they are
so beautiful. We think this was a special gift to Pastor Russell for
us—to show us what our consecration is..."
Nurse Finds Work and Aged Saint
Sr. Pam Keaton, Mahomet, IL
"...I wanted to relate something along the lines of the text, about
the chosen vessel. It's a little story from some time ago but I
thought the brethren might appreciate it. We had the
opportunity to chat with Br. Rod and Sr. Sharon Huggelman
sometime ago and they were telling us about a new sister who
had come into their class. They met her through some
association Sr. Sharon was working with and began to talk with
her about the Truth. She had some interest but not really. She
wasn't coming steadily to class. She was trying to find work in
the Champaign area so that she could come to class regularly,
but couldn't find work. Finally, she took a job in a lady's home
as a personal nurse. Later, - it was not known at the time - this
woman was a sister in the Truth who had lived in Br. Russell's
day. She had been so isolated that no one knew she existed.
When Michelle went there to work the lady asked her to read to
her from a set of volumes she had on the shelf. While reading the
First Volume Michelle got to the section where you must make
your decision and—at that point—the older sister died. This
influenced Sr. Michelle and she made a consecration at
Memorial time. So we have appreciated the lesson of the chosen
vessel because the Lord chose this older sister as the vessel, and
she was the vessel unto death. The brethren who really wanted
to help Sr. Michelle were passed over and the older sister was
chosen. I really appreciated that..."
Excited About the High Calling
Br. Tom Adams, Metro Detroit Ecclesia
"...Br. John Baker's last talk really struck a note with me. I feel
he is a chosen vessel that sent a message to me. If we believe and
trust in the Lord he will make straight paths for our feet. We need
to keep our eyes on the goal...Br. Baker has set a goal for me that
I think is an answer to prayer that has been a long time standing.
We need to be excited about our goal. The goal that I see is to be
like the master.
"We hear lots of talks. Some brethren will tell you what to do,
but not how to do it. Br. Baker has told us both...The eventual
goal is to develop a character likeness to Christ. Although, that
has never been far from our understanding it has never been so
directly put...We want to look beyond the prospects, - even as
marvelous as they are - for beyond the prize is the wondrous
privilege of being participants in setting forth the will of our
heavenly Father in the blessing of all mankind. So this is
something to be excited about. To think that we could be
instrumental in bringing the Lord's blessings to the world of
mankind!..."
The Lord Sent an Angel
Br. Dennis Stansbury, Alexandria, IN
"...The last year has provided many trials, testings and blessings
in my life. Although I can't share them all, I would like to share
one little blessing. A year ago yesterday I lost my fleshly father.
My mother having Alzheimer's meant we had to fmd some help
See Brethren next page
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to take care of her in her home. It can be very hard to find
someone that is dependable to take care of an elderly person. We
looked for almost two months and couldn't fmd anybody. Then
one Saturday we received a telephone call at my house. My wife
answered the phone and was about to hang up when the person
at the other end stopped her. So she gave the phone to me and the
lady on the other end said 'I know you are going to think this is
really strange but I got a message on my answering machine to
call this number. They didn't give me your name or say why,
they just said to call this number. I'd really like to know what it
is.' I said, I'd like to know too but I don't know you.' We talked
a while and she inquired if there was a remote possibility that we
could be looking for some help with an elderly person. I
immediately thought, Wow, the Lord has done it again. I set up
an appointment for her to meet my sisters and mother, who hired
her before we could get her out the door. That was a blessing in
itself, but the second time I met her I got a chance to witness to
her. I noticed when I was talking that her mouth was in awe. I
thought, She either thinks I am a nut that doesn't know what he
is talking about or she is really interested. The next week we
were having our study in my mother's home and when it was time
for this lady to go home, she asked if she could sit in on the study.
She has been sitting in ever since. It has been quite a blessing
and to this day, she has no idea where that telephone message
came from. The Lord has his ways of providing. I am truly
grateful."
Modern Surgery Restores Sight
Br. Ed Beard, Chicago Bible Students,
It seems I have no trials and all blessings. A little over a year ago
I went to renew my driver's license and was turned down, - I
couldn't see. I then went to the eye doctor and had cataract
surgery. He put those little lens right in my eye. Now, I can read
all these charts up here without glasses. It's just like 'Once I was
blind, but now I can see.' I am very thankful for what they call
modem medicine, which I call the Lord's blessing..."
Brethren Humble in Romania
Sr. Millie Svatko, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia
"...I had the opportunity to go to the International Convention
and also to Romania. It was a last minute decision, as a fill-in for
someone who couldn't go. After I made the reservations, I had
second thoughts as to whether this was the right thing to do. So,
I prayed to my heavenly Father for guidance...I am a firm
believer in prayer. I had a wonderful opportunity to witness to
the lady who first gave me a key to my room...
"From the convention I went to Romania, they were only
taking 25 on the bus and I was the fill-in. The brethren were so
humble there. They took blankets and sat on the floor and left the
picnic benches for the others. I thought that was a wonderful
sacrifice. They are in need of many things. Sometimes, they
said, they thought they were better off under the Communist
regime, because they always had food and a place to live. Now
they have to pay for everything, and often they work and wait a
long time before they get paid, it can make things very difficult.
"I had another opportunity on the plane coming home. So, the
beginning, the middle and the end of my trip I had wonderful
opportunities and it was a blessing..."
Testimonies at Grand Rapids, MI October '96:
Lord's People have a Sixth Sense
Sr. Martha Mull, Grand Rapids Ecclesia
"... I thank God for this convention and the evidence of love that
I see here...I heard a program the other night telling that animals

have a sixth sense. I thought about that and concluded that the
heavenly Father has given us, his people, a sixth sense. My
mother told me many years ago that the sixth sense is the holy
Spirit that the Lord has given us. For with the Lord's people, if
they pray about it they will receive a greater measure of the holy
Spirit. Sometimes at night as I contemplate my studies, I am just
amazed at the wonderful things that the Lord has shown us. Here
in Grand Rapids we have some wonderful studies...Our main
desire and thought is that In thee and thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.' and If ye be Christ than are ye
Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise.' So, we see
how God has, through the ages like a golden thread, dealt with
some of the human race and now he is dealing with a special
class. Here we are at the dawning of the kingdom and I think
about it. I appreciate this time of refreshment..."
Love Understood Through Suffering
Br. Joe Knapp, Berean Bible Students, Cicero, IL
"...I went through an experience in the last couple months. It was
supposed to be a simple gall bladder surgery. It developed into
peritonitis. I looked at this experience to see what the Lord
would have me learn from it. I went in expecting a one-day
surgery and woke up in some serious pain. I went into another
surgery two days later. It was five days before they knew what
was wrong with me. It was probably seven days till my mind was
clear enough to realize that I needed to reassess this situation...I
did some immediate praying and meditation. I was as healthy as
a horse my whole life. But...suddenly I was involved in pain—
such as I had never had before. What I learned on these points
is that all my life I have had a hard time being really
compassionate with people who had pain. I don't even get
headaches. So, I thank the Lord sincerely for helping me find out
what serious pain was all about, so I could be more
compassionate...It was truly a blessing to find that out...I have
talked about agape love more than most Bible Students. I
thought I knew the subject inside out. I have never been bashful
about telling the brethren I love them, and I meant it. I know what
agape love is all about. But, you know what? I didn't know what
love was about, till I was a recipient of love—I have a very large
stack of cards, telephone calls and visits. I have never been
considered emotional...but there were times when I would be
reading one of the cards or talking to someone on the phone and
I would literally choke up and could not say a word. I went
through so many experiences in receiving love from the
brethren that I have a whole new appreciation of love now and
I can thank the Lord for that..."
"I want to run all the way to the end."
Br. Ralph Gaunt, Jackson, Michigan
"...I can't help but think of an angel that ministered unto me
about four years ago after I had had an accident. It was a very
special experience. We have learned a lesson these last few
months, what we call intercessory prayer. Praying for our
brethren who are sick. We know how much it has meant for us
and it's powerful. Sometimes we can't do a thing except shed
some tears in their behalf and send out a prayer and it works.
"I used to be a runner and I could run for ten miles. We were
going to run a ten mile race from Carma into Jackson. It was a
hot, ninety degree day in the summer time with high humidity.
My mentor said, 'Ralph, don't burn yourself out.' That is exactly
what I did. The first mile I was leading the pack. But this man
came gliding by me. I came in way down on the list. So, what I
want to do, is not burn myself out in the first mile. But, as a
marathon runner, run all the way to the end...I try by God's grace
now, to take it a day at a time. Sometimes, one moment at a
time..."
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Testimonies at Chicago, IL December 28, 29:
Thankful for New Ecclesia Home
Br. Henryk Schab, Grand Rapids, Michigan
"I came from Poland three months ago. I have found here my
second home. My heart is filled with joy because of the
wonderful moments I had here with you at this convention. I
look forward to convention season; during summer vacation,
conventions are held in Poland. So I met that wonderful
fellowship with brethren which I have found here. But, I feel that
you brethren are my friends and my closest family. Even though
I am not at the certain age that you are and I don't speak English
very good I can talk with you and have good fellowship with
you.
Three months ago I had to choose which place we should
meet, whether Chicago or Grand Rapids. I prayed to the heavenly Father and he seemed to lead the way. And I am very glad
to be with the Grand Rapids brethren. I would like to thank you
all dear brethren...You have helped us to survive. Sometimes at
the beginning we had moments when we were trying to establish
ourselves. We thank you for your prayers and we will try to be
helpful to our ecclesia here in Grand Rapids..."
Testimonies at San Diego, CA November 30:
Grateful for Privileges in Israel
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia
"...We are thankful to the heavenly Father for having guided us
to Israel...We have been there a number of times and it seems that
every time we go, we receive a blessing. Especially so when we
can bring a message of hope to the Israeli people. You might say
that the way the news portrays the Israeli people as dissenting
and non-religious is not true by the example of the ones we have
become acquainted with. We are thankful to have that
knowledge. The Lord cared for us in many ways and also guided
us into Jordan and occupied territory without incident."
Fair Effort Bearing Fruit
Br. Jim Parkinson, San Gabrielle Valley, California
"...I would like to mention one of the recent blessings we have
had through the fair booth at the county fair. It goes on for four
days. We had many people come to the booth, with only a few
that were not very nice. Most people were anywhere from nice
to really encouraging. One of my friends from work came with
his wife and looked over the booklets and things. The wife said,
You have about the most attractive booth at the fair. You have
booklets here on all sorts of different subjects answering the
questions that people are asking.' Even more interesting, was a
lady that came to the fair booth when Br. Michael Nekora was
there. They talked for a bit and she bought several booklets and
went home. About three days later she gave him a call and said
she would be interested in coming to a meeting. So, he told her
about Los Angeles and phoned me to tell her about San Gabrielle
Valley. Well, it turns out that she works at the same company
that I do. Now, is that a way of saying 'Park, you haven't been
busy enough here.' It is true she works in a different building so
I have only seen her once. She did come to a meeting and
decided to come again the following Sunday. The day after that,
I got a phone call at work asking if I had an extra San Diego
program. She was hoping that if all went well she could get down
here for a day. That didn't happen, but you can see that the desire
is there. She said, 'I was reading these booklets and I thought it's
remarkable that these booklets are teaching the same things that
I believe.' We have been enjoying her coming to meetings ever
since..."

Relates Climate Change to Kingdom
Br. Richard Doctor, Northern Illinois Ecclesia
"...I have had a very bizarre witness experience during this year,
a year I hope I don't have to repeat. It has been a very hectic and
trying year. We know from looking at the prospects of the
kingdom that there is a need for the climate to change on the
planet. It is something I have always thought would be a
blessing to mankind with the earth giving its increase. I have the
privilege of working in my natural vocation in some of the areas
that are related to climate change...I was at MIT in September...at
lunch around a round table - nobody knew anybody - a
gentleman introduced himself as the Director of Technology for
Ramco. It was like OK! We know this fella has connections...He
started a conversation with me...and we had an excellent
exchange. We were together for the rest of the conference. We
shared a good sense of sympathy and I was able to share with him
some of my beliefs about how this was feeding into part of the
Lord's plan for things. He was very open to the subject. I am
keeping in contact with him but he is now teaching in
Switzerland and won't be back for a while...
"...I am here to help hold up the weary, and the broken. I know
the Lord is going to bless me because that is exactly how he said
we would be known as his brethren—by your love, not by your
head knowledge. I love you..."
What is Your Goal in Life?
Sr. Anita Ostermann, Grand Rapids Ecclesia
"...I would like to share a couple of reflections on experiences
lately. A week ago, I was in the high school in my community
and I stopped to talk to the assistant principal. She was on her
way to the office to conduct interviews for fictitious jobs—it
was part of a high school class. I said to her 'Here is a question
you can ask them when they come. What are their goals in lifer
She said, 'You know there is a question from their teacher on the
sheet that I am supposed to ask them. 'What are their goals?' I
encouraged her to ask them 'What are their goals in life,'
because eight years ago when I was hired for a real job my
supervisor asked me the same question. I had told him that I had
no goals in this life. That the reward that I hoped for was far
greater than anything in this life would give me. So, the Lord
keeps making me remember that I said that. I do believe it and
that is what I strive to be faithful to...
"A year ago today, which is the 28th of December, in the
morning, I received a phone call that my father had died. It is
incredible to me that a year later I can stand here and talk about
that. I can't tell you where the year went, but now it is the
beginning of another new year. Eight years ago at this convention our daughter Sarah came to us and told us of her decision to
be consecrated. And now I come with another experience for
ourselves and Sr. Sarah. Br. Ken and I are amazed at the
wondrous workings of the Lord to tell you that Sr. Sarah and Br.
Tim Lightfoot from England are engaged to be married. I feel old
to even say that. They are looking at a wedding this September
here, and they will live in England..."
Testimonies at Israel Echoes Feb. 15,16, Columbus, OH
Harvest Small Part of Whole
Br. Mark Tribble, Starkville, Mississippi
"...The thoughts that have been going through my mind the last
few weeks have been kind of sobering. Down through the
Gospel Age, everyone in the church looked forward to our day,
when the Lord would return and start to establish his Kingdom
See

Brethren

next page
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Harvest News
"Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days." Eccl. 9:10

A New Sister in
Christ

Memory Video of
Israel

of Copies of the video shown at
Chicago Bible Students the Israel Echoes weekend are
Ecclesia, was immersed on available for $5 each from:
Sunday, March 9 at Chicago. Bill Gill, 665 Cooper Road,
She is the wife of Br. Aaron. Westerville, OH 43081.
Sr. Ann Keuhmichel

Booth in Marketplace Attracts Priest
Our Romanian brethren continue to make many witness
opportunities since the fall of Communism. In the city of Sighet
the mother of Sr. Maria Nanastean (Sr. Irina) has maintained a
booth for a number of
1"'W
years at the entrance to
the city marketplace.
Truth literature is
prominently displayed
along with the shopping
bags Sr. Irina
manufactures and sells.
The strategic location has
resulted in the placement
of much Truth literature.
Recently, visiting
brethren were told of a
man who has frequented
Sr. Irina's booth. At first
he took tracts, then booklets, then books, and he
kept on visiting to get
"whatever she had new at
her booth". (Not all of the
Booth at Marketplace
Volumes were available
from the beginning.) On one occasion he asked if they knew who
he was, they said, "No." Then he told them he was the priest from
a nearby town.
""11
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and regather Israel. In the future, I think many people are going
to look back at our day and say 'I wish I were there, to work for
the Lord.' Whether it be for Israel or to comfort those who
mourn, preaching the return of our Lord and gathering the wheat
at the end. It is really such a small portion of time in earth's
history and it is such a privilege to live in this period of time but
such a heavy responsibility. Yet, there are not going to be very
many that will be able to do this and I want to take advantage of
every opportunity to live up to that standard. I may not
personally be able to do it but I know I can pray for those who do.
I certainly want to encourage all to keep going and not to give up
till the end."
A Lesson—"Constant in Prayer"
Br. Bill Gill, Dublin, Ohio

"...Listening to the brethren tonight has started a flood of
memories for me...One night Br. John Baker and I had the
opportunity to set up one of the showings—while all of you were
sleeping—up in the West Bank in one of the kibbutz areas. It was

CAN YOU ANSWER
THESE BIBLE QUESTIONS?
1. Why do Christians pray "Thy Kingdom
come on earth" yet hope to go to heaven?
2. If a man dies without a knowledge of
Jesus, shall he live again?
3. Why does Numbers 31:28 say that
animals are souls?
For a Biblical reply to these questions send for a free
copy of Publication # 96.
West Sub. Bible Students, Box 654, Villa Pk. IL 60181

The West Suburban Bible Students Ecclesia placed this ad in
the Sun-Times on June 7, 1996. Sixty requests were received for
the Biblical answers to these questions .which filled two sheets.
A coupon was enclosed with the answers for a free copy of The
Divine Plan of the Ages.

People of Muncie to See For This Cause
The audiovisual classic For This Cause will be featured as a
public witness at the I-0 (Indiana-Ohio) Ecclesias Annual
Convention, August 6-10 in Muncie, Indiana. Thousands of this
video have been purchased recently, a result of its being
advertised in a newly designed color brochure circulated
through many ecclesias' mailing lists. The prospect of giving a
witness of the Truth to a new audience is exciting to
comtemplate, and also an occasion for prayer.

The Memorial Supper
On Sunday April 20 after six o'clock, the Memorial of our
Lord's death will be observed by many Bible Students around
the world.

a vivid memory to me because the people were very responsive
and Br. John continued to get more and more excited. I don't
think he slept that night. I am thankful that we were able to have
all these memories and all these lessons... The faith was really
strong. What a boost this was for me, and Br. John expressed to
me that night. 'This is what I am here for', he said. To experience
the people—the sightseeing was fine but that is not why we were
there. The faith was so strong.
We didn't have a ride home because the taxi that was supposed to take us didn't show up. We were just sitting out there
on the curbside with our luggage and no way to get home. The
people from the kibbutz were going by and asking us how we
were going to get home. We told them someone was supposed
to come but a half-hour later no one had come. Finally, one of
them came over in a rickety old car and we couldn't get in the
front seat so Br. John and I got in the back. Out on the road, the
driver starts to say a prayer... We couldn't see him in the front
seat and hoped he didn't have his eyes closed. But, you see they
are in the habit. It was a good lesson to us to be constant in
prayer..." ❑
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Conventions
"0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exult his name together." Psa. 34:3

April 5,6 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students Ecclesia
pre-Memorial. Olentangy High School, Lewis Center Rd.,
Powell, OH. Other information from Secretary: Mrs. Peter
Knapp, Box 24271, Columbus, Ohio 43224.
April 11-13 Seattle, Washington. Pre-Memorial. North Seattle
Bible Students, Bastyr Naturopathic University (formerly St.
Thomas Center), 14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell, WA. Phone
(206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. Donald Nussel, P.O. Box
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone: (206) 783-7564.
April 12,13 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia's pre-Memorial. Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden
Road, Wilmington. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A.T.
Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720.
Phone (302) 328-7673.

Main Street Apt. 212, Bethlehem, PA 18018. Phone: (610) 8675418.
June 14-15 Hope, Indiana. Hope Bible Students Annual.
Holiday Inn, Shelbyville, 5 speakers. Details from Secretary:
Sandy Chastain, 4688 29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203.
June 27-29 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual.
Scottish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street SE.
Reservations: Mrs. Jerry Andrus, 3105 Inland Dr. S, Salem, OR
97302. Phone: (503) 363-9550.

April 26,27 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students
Ecclesia, Omega Center, 216, W. Highland, Boerne, TX (210)
223-5948. Details from Secretary: Verna Hopstetter, 166
Fennel Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213. Phone (210) 344-1836.

July 4-6 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Bible Students
Congregation of New Brunswick Annual. Fairleigh Dickenson
University, Madison, NJ. Seven speakers. Program highlights:
presentation on "Revelation 12"; panel study, "What is Present
Truth?"; discourse, "David—Man After God's Own Heart";
symposium, "Co-laborers Together with Paul."
For information/reservations contact Mrs. Oscar Elbert, 113
Kamm Avenue, South River, NJ 08882. Phone (908) 390-1292
or e-mail to OBE3@aol.com

May 3,4 Hartford, Connecticut. Hartford Bible Students,
Howard Johnson's, Plainville, CT. Secretary: Mrs Daniel
Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Drive, East Hartford, CT 06108. Phone
(860) 289-0116.

August 1-3 Denver, Colorado. Colorado Bible Students
Annual. Regis University, 3333 Regis Boulevard. Information:
Lana Turner, 94 Lupine Way, Golden, CO 80401. Phone: (303)
273-9570.

May 3,4 Detroit, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of
Metro Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500 Middlebelt,
Garden City, MI. Secretary: Mrs. Henry Kwolek, 38321
Richland, Livonia, MI 48150-2443. Phone (313) 464-2122.

August 6-10 Muncie, Indiana. I-0 Ecclesias Annual, Ball State
University, Muncie, Indiana. Convention Secretary: Tom
Filicky, 4517 Accomack Drive, Louisville, KY 40241.

May 17, 18 Vancouver, British Columbia Vancouver
Ecclesia's Annual, Seventh Day Adventist Church, 5350 Baille
Street. Programs from Secretary: Barbara Ann Smith, 1787
148A Street, Surrey, BC V4A 6G5, Canada.

August 30,31 Sunnyvale, California. Antioch Bible Students
Ecclesia Labor Day Annual. For information contact Secretary:
Bonnie Bennett, 12601 Morgan Territory Road, Livermore, CA
94550. Phone (510)443-5610. Contact hotel directly for
reservations: (800) 888-3899. Mention Antioch Bible Study
group.

May 24,25 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St.
Louis Annual. Holiday Inn at 1-55 & Butler Hill Road.
Information from Secretary: Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek
Drive, St. Louis, MO 63129. Phone (314) 846-5861, Fax: (314)
846-5888, e-mail: PKRobinson@aol.com.

September 27,28 Piqua Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students.
418 N. Wayne St. Secretary: Richard Peddemors, PO Box 71,
Piqua, Ohio 45356.

May 31-June 1 Waterbury, Connecticut. Sunday sessions at
Litchfield Firehouse Hall, Litchfield, CT. Information and
programs: Secretary, Waterbury Bible Students, PO Box 1494,
Waterbury, CT 06721-1494. E-mail: Tsimonis@aol.com

1998

June 13-15 Allenton, Pennsylvania. Lafayette College, Easton,
PA, four speakers. Contact Secretary: Margaret Young, 701

February 14,15 Dublin, Ohio. Associated Bible Students of
Central Ohio. Five speakers. Theme on Revelation: the seven
stages of the Church, their messengers and message with
emphasis placed on the Harvest and our message. Secretary:
Deborah Stewart, 46 Millfield Ave., Westerville, OH 43081.
Phone: (614) 890-1814.

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in
1874 (Acts 3:19-21).
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Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord

through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Ru ssell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.

E-mail submissions: BibleNews@juno.com
THIRD DISPENSATION

FIRST
DISPENSATION

JEWISH
AGE

GOSPEL
AGE

HARVEST

A

A

MESSIANIC
AGE

AGES
TO COME

,E1

,=1

t

N

=\.
To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

