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"As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country."

Proverbs 25:25

Our Nigerian Brethren
At the close of the International
Convention, August 4-9, in Miskolc,
Hungary, three brothers from the United
States—Paul Lagno, Ray Luke and Jim
Watkins—went on to Nigeria to serve the
1996 Biennial Convention at Ibadan. It is
gratifying to have their report on the
Convention and general welfare of the
brethren there. Ed.

Since the early 1970's, ongoing
witness efforts and pilgrim trips
in Nigeria have been promoted
by the Bible Student Committee
for Africa (BSCFA). Witness
contacts are generated by
various Bible Student efforts
including the Dawn radio and
publishing work.
In 1983 the first Nigerian
Convention was held at Ibadan
(the most populous city in western Africa) with eight brothers
serving and two sisters—all
from North America. Until 1986
conventions were held annually,
when they were rescheduled in
alternate years, just before or
after the International Convention. The
1994 Convention was canceled due to
unfavorable circumstances.

Greetings in the Lord
Preparing this issue for our readers
moved us often to prayer for all who are
suffering loss—of health and loved ones.
We praise the Lord for our new brethren everywhere who are entering upon
the Narrow Way to life. The thirty-five
brethren from East Europe and Nigeria
are said to give evidence of good understanding in the Truth. These are a fruitage
of labors on both sides of the waters—a
blessing from the Lord, rewarding faith
and zeal of the laborers.
In Romania the brethren are letting
their light shine, and sample expressions
from responses to their ads are given on
page 14. All these are evidences of our
Present Lord working in the Church, and
we rejoice to enter into his labors!

This year the convention was held again
in Ibadan, August 14-18. Eight elders
served: Brothers Paul Lagno, Ray Luke,
Jim Watkins, and five from Nigeria. About
sixty adults and seventy-five children attended. There were studies on Discipleship, the Covenants, Resurrection and Armageddon; discourses, testimony meet-

Br. James Watkins and brethren, Nigeria

ings, question sessions, a Vesper slideshow, a film showing of For This Cause,
also a presentation on the Parable of the
Talents, for young people. A concurrent
Sunday school program for children was
prepared and supervised by the Nigerian
brethren.
Br. Joseph Ajise gave a baptismal discourse and seventeen brethren were immersed by Br. Jim Watkins in a river near
the convention site. Studies and fellowship with these brethren indicated an evident understanding of consecration.
During intermissions and meals, small
groups could be seen discussing those
doctrines and prophecies that stir the minds
and hearts of God's people. It was a
stimulating experience for both the American and Nigerian brethren!
After a seventy-four day tour of the
USA, Brothers Moses Ashiegbu of Lagos
and Pius Monye of Warn, left the U.S.A
heading home to Nigeria with one more
stop—the International Convention in
Miskolc, Hungary. Their travels were

sponsored by the BSCFA through the generosity of a donation in memory of Br.
Alonzo Jarmon of Cleveland.
Their trip began on May 28 and included visits and service to at least eighteen classes, seventeen states and six conventions. The purpose of the BSCFS's
invitation to them was to observe Bible
Student order and discipline by
visiting U.S. ecclesias and conventions.
The brothers reported at the
Ibadan Convention how they
were deeply moved by the love
and dedication of both the
American and European brethren. At every place they felt a
oneness and acceptance. They
were impressed particularly by
the independent, yet united nature of the U.S. ecclesias working together, united through the
bonds of peace in Christ. The
high level of spiritual maturity
and knowledge of the American
sisters they met was another
memorable part of their experience. They reported this fact to encourage the sisters in Nigeria. Based on how
Americans organize larger conventions,
they recommended new policies and procedures at their convention business
meeting. These principles have helped
already in the planning of the 1998 Convention. They commended the zeal, hospitality, sacrifices and love of all the
American brethren and expressed appreciation for the lessons learned.
Brs. Moses and Pius collected over 350
pounds of study aids and witness material,
through the generosity of the U.S. brethren.
By the Lord's grace these materials arrived
safely with them in Nigeria.
Currently, there are four ecclesias in
Nigeria—Lagos, Ibadan, Warri and UboAkpan State. The estimated number of
consecrated brethren is about fifty. Regional conventions of one day are held
two or three times a year, with the venue
rotating among the various classes. Interest among the children and young adults
is high. The spiritual need seems to be for
See Nigeria page 12

Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers." 1 Pet. 3:12

■ Sr. Kathleen Moore (Plumbago Canyon Ranch, Bosler, WY
82051), on August 6, fell down her basement stairs and broke
both arms: two bones in the left, and one bone in the right. She
is greatly incapacitated, but the Lord has sent help in the form of
Sr. Virginia Sowers of Tempte, Arizona. She will be assisting Sr.
Kathleen for an indefinite period of time. The Lord does
provide!
■ Sr. Mary Pro (PO Box 460202, Escondido, CA 92046-0202)
had surgery for a bowel re-section on July 22. She went home on
the eleventh day and is recovering slowly, while receiving
expert loving care from her daughter Sr. Lauren Rose. Sr. Mary
is rejoicing in the witness privileges she had in the hospital: she
told nurses and patients of God's Divine plan, and gave out
literature. Thinking too of the good care given her by the
surgeon, nurses and others who served her, she is touched
deeply by the kindness of the people of the world.
■ Sr. Lauren Rose (PO Box 462020, Escondido, CA 920460202) had surgery on July 1 (a benign tumor) and was only
partially recovered when her mother Sr. Pro, went in for surgery.
Meanwhile, Lauren's husband Br. Carl suffered a severe gall
bladder colic which she was able to treat successfully with
natural remedies until relief was obtained. Added to her nursing
skills, Sr. Lauren's happy outlook contributes to a cheerful
atmosphere for her patients.
■ Br. Doug Ritter (160 Maple Street, PO Box 165,
Harveysburg, OH 45032) has experienced the invasion of his
family by the great enemy death. On August 16, his mother
Nancy Thompson died at age 59. She had endured deteriorating
health over an extended period of time, and at the end was
distraught by a threatened foot amputation. This ongoing
condition created much stress upon Br. Doug and his family, but
he is grateful for his mother's release from suffering, and the
Lord's intervention. His stress increased the day after his
mother's funeral, when his five-year-old daughter Hannah
became desperately ill and the result was emergency surgery for
a ruptured appendix. She was a very sick child, giving the
surgeon great concern as well as her parents. Br. Doug was off
work for two weeks but, fortunately, his boss gave him
reassuring support. 'The Lord's grace has been abundant as
promised," Br. Doug said. He appreciates greatly the prayers
offered on his behalf and his family, and asks that the brethren
continue to remember him at the Throne of grace, as he has need
of help from above. "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much." James 5:16
■ Br. Ray and Sr. Joann Zaboski (Route 2, Deitz Road, Ford
City, PA 16226). Br. Ray was reported in critical condition
following a total knee replacement in May. He seemed to be
recovering well at first and went home on the eighth day.
After a week he was back in a hospital at Butler, PA where he
spent a full month. Unable to walk, he spent that time in a
wheelchair as his leg was swollen from foot to knee. In that
period there was a trip back to Pittsburgh for examination, then
back to Butler for daily therapy. He still needed therapy three
times weekly after release on July 11, until the present. "He has
improved so much one could hardly believe it unless seen from
(the start) in May," Sr. Joann writes. "He walks much better than
I do! We are thankful to the Lord for this improvement."

Sr. Joann herself has been a constant sufferer while sharing
the concern for her husband. She is enduring the pain of an
inflamed sciatic nerve affecting both legs, hips and coccyx. "I
know the Lord sees me through each day and I am thankful for
that," she says, "My condition seems to be the bigger trial for
both of us because I am hardly able to walk. So many have sent
such loving thoughts to us, which we appreciate, and wish to
thank all for these sentiments. May the Lord bless and he with
each one as we hold fast to his hand and love."
■ Sr. Jean Klyzek (8709 SE Causey Ave, Apt. 110, Portland. OR
97266) wishes to express her gratitude to the brethren for their
cards, letters and prayers which gave her much encouragement
and comfort in her afflictions. "I am so grateful for the Truth and
the Lord's care," she said, "May we all continue to press on and
be faithful!"
■ Br. Leonard Jezuit, (8701 W. 96th. St. Palos Hills, IL 60465)
is confined to a nursing facility being disabled with Parkinson
disease. Sister Sophie his wife, faithfully assists the short
nursing staff with his daily physical needs, but mostly giving
him the comfort of her presence. They, along with their family,
greatly appreciate the prayers and messages of comfort from the
brethren, and ask for their continued prayers for grace and
strength in their time of need.
■ Sr. Joann Kappes (3911 Alder Rd. NE, Bemidji, MN 56601)
is isolated in her Christian walk, and now since April, 1996 is
bereaved by the death of her daughter Gloria—her only child.
Her grandson and son-in-law are a measure of comfort in her
loss but no loved one's place can ever be filled. The comfort
which only the Lord and the brethren can give, is needful at this
time.
■ Sr. Shirley Mlodozeniec (5417 Hopark Drive, Alexandria,
VA 22310) is bereaved by the death of her beloved husband
Henry on July 30 of complications from malignant lymphoma at
age 69. He had a distinguished civilian career at the Pentagon,
and both he and Sr. Shirley had anticipated more time together
when he retired just a year ago. Henry rejoiced in the promises
of earthly restitution blessings and this gave him much comfort
and peace.
Sr. Shirley's sorrow is shared by her son Henry Thomas, and
daughter Susan; Henry's family are also afflicted by his loss:
His aged mother 96, Sr. Helen Mlodozeniec, a sister Sr. Stefania
and husband Br. Stanley Jachimiak besides another brother and
sister, all of the Buffalo, New York area.
At the funeral service August 5 in Buffalo, Br. Alton
MacAlister drew words of comfort from the miracle of Jesus
raising Lazarus from the sleep of death and other features of the
Divine Plan.
■ Sr. Barbara Millin (16923 Labrador St., North Hills, CA
91343) writes of her recent bereavement: "I am saddened by the
death of my mother Berniece Joy Whytock at age 88 on August
7 in Banning, California while we were on an extended trip to
visit our children in Ohio. Br. Leon was at the International
Convention in Hungary at the time. He returned August 25. We
praise the Lord that she went quickly and gently and that I was
at our daughter and son-in-law's home, Sr. Rebecca and Br.
Dave Hess when the news came.
See Afflicted page 19
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Entered Into Rest
"Let me die the death of the Righteous, and let my last end be like his."

■ Sr. Angeline Majka, a member of the Chicago Bible Students
Ecclesia over fifty years, fmished her course on June 26, with
her daughter Barbara by her side. She was 86. Surviving besides
Sr. Barbara Jezuit is another
daughter Laurie Grossman, two
grandchildren Paul Jezuit and
Sr. Valerie Weeks, two greatgrandchildren; Sr. Marie Jezuit
a sister, two brothers Walter and
Steven Stec, nine nieces and
nephews.
Sr. Angeline had been cared
for in the home of her daughter
and son-in-law Sr. Barbara and
Br. Art Jezuit (140 Forest Glen
Road, Wood Dale, IL 60691),
until around-the-clock care was
needed the last two years or more
of her life.
Brought up in a consecrated
Sr. Angeline Majka
home, Sr. Angeline met disappointments as an adult that led her to seek the Lord and the Truth
for comfort. She gave her life in consecration to the Lord in
1939.
Thereafter she was active in the ecciesia for many years—
zealous in proclaiming the Truth at every opportunity—and
engaging in tracting and follow-up in her younger years.
The funeral witness was given by Br. George Tabac, and Br.
Edmund Jezuit officiated at the graveside.
■ Sr. Antonin Komanowski of Prince Albert, and a member of
North Saskatchewan Ecclesia ended her consecrated walk on
August 29 at 86 years. She had suffered a broken leg and a stroke
about eighteen months ago, which robbed her of speech and
from that time, she was unable to again utter any word. Brought
up by consecrated parents she was, herself, consecrated for 60
years. She was the mother of two daughters: Sr. Helen Siwak,
(RR 1, Prince Albert, SK Canada S6V 5P8), and Sr. Winnie
Gowryluk, (8648 Darlington Cr., Windsor, Ont. Canada N8S
4M6); grandmother of Br. Ben and Sr. Karen Siwak, Sr. Jodie
and Joanna Gowryluk, and one great-grandchild.
Brs. Adam Siwak and Randy Gowryluk shared the service in
which a good witness to her life and the Truth was given.
■ Sr. Violet Pazucha of Milwaukee, Wisconsin entered into
rest on September 24, 1995 at 77 years. Her death has but
recently come to the attention of the Newsletter thus the delay in
publishing it.
Cancer claimed the life of Sr. Violet, but the Lord willed that
the period of her affliction was a short one. She is survived by
her husband John, (4454 S. 14th St., Apt. 3, Milwaukee, WI
53221-2357) of 55 years (lacking three months), and a son Br.
Peter.
Sr. Violet was brought up in the Truth by consecrated parents,
Br. and Sr. Malinoski. She had been a member of the Milwaukee
Bible Students Ecclesia and served it fifty years as Secretary.
■ Sr. Dorothy Brown of Phoenix, Arizona died on June 20 at 94
years of age. Her death leaves a void in her class for she is
remembered as a loving spiritual person who attended all the

Num. 23:10

meetings. A member of the Sunshine Committee, she was active
sending cards and writing comforting notes.
She had spent her life caring for her parents (she never
married), and was helpful also in giving care to others as needed.
She came to Arizona in 1968 and first heard something of the
Truth from her friend Sr. Margaret Larson. When she made it her
own, she left the church and resigned the position she had there
for some time.
Shortly before her death, Sr. Dorothy had a fall which led to
pneumonia and she died a few days after entering the hospital.
One of two distant cousins (her only family) came from Washington State to care for her at the time of her fall, and stayed on
to arrange her funeral. Earlier Sr. Dorothy had asked Br. Joe
Panucci of Connecticut to conduct her service which he agreed
to do, and her cousin implemented her request.

■ Sr. Helen Church Burns, walked alone for most of her 23
consecrated years in Minot, North Dakota. She finished her
earthly course on June 6 at 88 years of age. It was her hope to be
"faithful unto death" and to receive "a crown of life", and it is the
hope of her brethren that she
has attained it. Her health
began to fail about two years
ago, and in 1995 she retired
as a teacher of piano.
Helen Burns was a woman
of many talents and had been
a distinguished member of
her community when the Divine Plan came to her attention by her nephew Br. Rod
Hugelman to which her heart
responded immediately.
In 1973 she laid all her
earthly honors on God's altar
and was immersed with her
sister Grace Hugelman at the
Colorado Bible Students ConSr. Helen Church Burns
vention in Fort Collins, Colorado. For some years thereafter, Sr. Helen had some convention
privileges, but her daily walk, for the most part, was a lonely one.
Always an avid reader, she read continually the six volumes of
Studies in the Scriptures. Several times she read through the
Reprints, dating each article as she read it.
High points in her experiences were the quarter-yearly visits
to Minot of Canadian elders and brethren of Winnipeg and other
areas, for study and fellowship and occasional conventions in
Minot which were truly, oases in Sr. Helen's desert place.
Born, one of thirteen children, to stoutly religious Norwegian
parents, she inherited a reverential nature. Her survivors are: a
son Alton, a daughter Darlene Dailey (1105 Roberts Street,
Minot, North Dakota 58701), six grandchildren, six great-grandchildren; Sr. Grace Hugelman (624 Williamson Court, Mahomet,
IL 61853) one of four sisters; Br. Rodney Hugelman and Sr.
Nancy Luker, two of numerous nephews and nieces.
Her funeral service was conducted jointly by Rev. Darold
Church, a nephew, and Br. Frank Boychuk (her request) who
gave witness to the Divine Plan and promised resurrection of the
dead."
See Deaths page 4
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■ Br. Stefan Solowy, a member of the Akron Bible Students
Ecclesia since 1942 and for several years a deacon, finished his
consecrated course of 54 years on July 12. In early spring he
injured his head in a fall and had surgery a few times to drain
fluid from his brain. He was
bedridden several months.
Br. Steve is survived by Mary
his wife of 64 years (1975
Gregg Road, Akron, Ohio
44319), two daughters
Barbara and Bette, two
grandchildren. The funeral
witness was given by Br.
John Ashley.
Born in Poland of Ukrainian descent, Br. Steve's
mother left him early, to be
raised by his aunt, and immigrated to the United States.
In 1927 at age 17 he joined
his
parents in Connellsville,
Br. Stefan Solowy
Pennsylvania, and in 1930
moved to Akron where he became a citizen. He married his wife
Mary in 1932, and a son Danny born in 1933, died of appendicitis at age four.
Having lived through the ending of Gentile Times, World
War I, post-war Europe, and the loss of his son, Br. Steve, upon
hearing the Truth accepted it joyfully. He had a keen interest in
the Ukrainian Dawn work and gave it his support.
The brethren were impressed by his ability to use four translations of the Bible: Russian, Polish, Ukrainian and English.
■ Sr. Arvella Jarmon of Cleveland, Ohio entered into rest on
August 29, from complications of a stroke. She was the widow
of the late Br. Alonzo Jarmon who died December 30, 1980.
They had been married 42 years. Sr. Arvella had just returned
from Israel the very day her husband was stricken and died two
days later.
The Jarmons began attending the Cleveland Ecclesia in 1953,
the result of hearing the "Frank and
Ernest" radio programs.
Br. Jarmon was associated early
with the work in Nigeria, and Sr.
Arvella accompanied him on a trip
there in 1973, where contacts were
being strengthened with newfound
brethren.
She leaves two daughters:
Vivian Jane Kidd, Marcie C. Lane
Hackney, and four grandchildren.
Asked to give a tribute at the
funeral, Sr. Peg Kindig recalled the
conventions and joint projects—
Sr. Arvella Jarmon
state fairs shared, and visits in each
other's homes. Br. Owen Kindig's witness of the resurrection
hope and God's coming Kingdom gave a message of comfort to
all.
■ Br. William Kavanaugh of Lexington, Kentucky entered
into rest on August 15 from lung disease after two months in
Intensive Care, (just a month short of forty-three years of age).
Ailing most of his adult life, he suffered arthritis, impaired
vision, diabetes and lung disease, and was unable to work for
several years. His wife Diana and four children survive him, as

well as a large family including a consecrated brother and sister:
Br. Stephen and Sr. Marilyn Froshee, also one "as close as a
brother," Br. Jim Tevis.
The Truth came to him through his brother Stephen who
received it from Sr. Sarah Easton at Eastern Kentucky University. In tribute to his brother, Br. Stephen said, "Through failing
health Br. William never complaned, but devoted himself to the
study of the Scriptures and doing the will of God. His patient
endurance shall be remembered by all who knew him."
Br. David Doran officiated, giving a last witness to the love of
God and his Divine Plan.
■ Sr. Ethel Carlson of Tacoma, Washington was 97 years of age
when she died there on July 8. She was born in Manatee,
Michigan and taken as an infant to Tacoma where she lived the
rest of her life. Married 47 years, her husband, Richard died in
1963. Her son Robert, six grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren survive her. Br. Michael Brann of the Seattle
Bible Students class conducted her service.
Sr. Ethel came into the Truth through her mother, and consecrated in 1915. She later met Br. Russell at a meeting in Seattle.
At death Sr. Ethel had completed a course of 81 years in the
School of Christ. The death of her lifelong friend Sr. Eveline
Sweet follows.

Sr. Ethel Carson

Sr. Eveline Sweet

■ Sr. Eveline Sweet lived in Tacoma, Washington many years
until failing health necessitated her moving to the east to be near
her two daughters. Her life was so closely linked to Sr. Ethel
Carlson's it seemed that the two announcements could be one.
They were born the same year 1899, both had consecrated
mothers, the two girls were immersed together in 1915 at 16
years of age. Both met Br. Russell at meetings in Seattle, and
both lived nearly a lifetime in Tacoma, and died the same year
less than a month apart.
Together, both sisters had sent out thousands of Hope booklets over the years. Both were nurturing, loving mothers. Sr.
Eveline had one son, three daughters, eight grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren, all of whom survive her.
When she left Tacoma, it was a hard trial for Sr. Ethel as Sr.
Eveline could no longer communicate. So ended their long
earthly walk together.
We wish to recognize the following brethren reported as
deceased. We regret the lack of information on these departed
ones. All have left behind some record of lives lived for God, and
some influence upon those who knew them. Ed.

Br. Walter Flinn (a few months ago), LaMesa, CA;
Br. Tom Page, Vero Beach, FL;
Br. Victor and Sr. Stevens, Victoria, BC, Canada. ❑
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New Brethren in Christ
"Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord bath done for thee." Mark 5:19

Immersions 1996
At Phoenix, AZ June 2:
All from the Phoenix area:
Br. Daniel and Sr. Lidia Bujor, son and daughter-in-law of Br.

Augustine and Sr. Maria of Chicago area;
Sr. Joyce Staebell, daughter of Br. Floyd and the late Sr. Helen
Carlson;
Sr. Gerry Lieurance and Sr. Pat Clark, both are sisters of Br.
Kent Humphreys of Scottsdale, AZ.
At Prince Albert, SK June 30:
Br. Allen and Sr. Michelle Zembik, son and daughter-in-law of

Sr. Mary Zembik, all of North Saskatchewan Ecclesia.

Candidates and Immersers at Ocnita

At Los Angeles, CA July 6:
Br. Peter Mora, son of Br. Boone and Sr. Jean Mora of Jackson,

Moldova

North Carolina

From the Village of Ocnita:

From the City of Donduseni:

Sr. Maria Boaca
Br. Vladimir Boaca, son of Sr.

Sr. Maria Perjovskaia.

At St. Joseph, MO July 16:
Br. Doug Famous, Dallas, TX, grandson of Br. Earl Famous,

Philadelphia, PA;
Sr. Ella Kelly, New Haven, CT, has a Truth background;
Sr. Sara Malinowski, Grand Rapids, MI, daughter of Sr. Alva
Onderson, granddaughter of the late Br. Steve Roskiewicz.
At Worthington, OH July 26:
Br. David Wincz, son of Br. Ed and Sr. Natalie Wincz of

Clearwater, FL.
At Jackson, MI, Sept. 1:
Br. Tim Malinowski of Grand Rapids, MI, husband of Sr. Sara

At Village of Ocnita, July14:

Maria;
Sr. Nina Curtean.

Romania

At Cluj-Napoca, July 7:
Br. Mircea Crisan, visited the United States in 1995;
Sr. Aurora Trestian, raised in the Truth.
At Village of Sanmihai, July 18:
Sr. Rozalia Borzan, from Cluj, aunt is a sister;
Br. Dan Gherasim Cenan, from Cluj, is natural brother of Srs.

Misan and Balazs

immersed July 16, son of Br. Tony and Sr. Helena;
Sr. Bozena "Bessie" Krajewski, Toronto, Ontario, born in

Poland of consecrated parents now in Gdynia.
Br. Larry Davis said: The baptismal service today was very
special because we met our Br. David Wincz. In Romania there
are fourteen new brethren who have a deep understanding of the
Truth and a wonderful spirit of consecration. Br. Mircea Crisan
was at this convention last year, and he was one of those
immersed."

At Cluj-Napoca, July 21:
Br. Vasile Stefan and Sr. Anuta Stefan, husband and wife;
Sr. Manita Misan and Sr. Maria Balazs. Natural sisters who

have parents in the Truth. Both attended the Jehovah's
Witnesses for several years, then decided their parents had the
Truth;
Br. Daniel Cap, and Br. Ruben Cap, twin brothers;
Sr. Ligia Brie;
Sr. Ioana Titoc, heard the Truth from Sr. Ligia Brie while in high

school;
Sr. Gabriela Cuciurean, granddaughter of Br. Simion Brie;
Sr. Melanie Hosu, from Baia-Mare.

Nigeria

At Ibadan, Oyo State, August 17:

From Ibadan Ecclesia:
Sr. Stella Ememukoro
Sr. Clementina Ijeh
Br. Stanley Ijeh
Br. Atthanatius Obi
Br. Benjamin Minn
Br. Okche Nanu
Br. Victor Ewubale

From Warn Ecclesia:
Immerser Br. James Watkins at Ibadan, Nigeria

Br. Vincent Aggreh
Br. Matthew A Ogagavuoria

Br. Anthony Okonta
Br. Gregory Aniamalu
Br. Jospeh Osuoha
Br. Patrick Ojakovo
Br. Augustine Obanya
Br. Peter Mossi
Sr. Izuggu

From Ntak-Obio
Akpa Ecclesia:
Br. Monday Peter
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"Looking hack over a century, I praise
the way the Lord has lead me day by day.
I thank him for the privilege of living
through so much of the Laodicean stage
of the church, and feasting on the Harvest
Message from the Lord through Br.
Russell, 'that faithful and wise servant."'

These are the words of Sr. Mary Norby as
she approached her 102nd birthday.
Little more than a year later, on
Sunday, July 14, she finished her
consecrated course of 88 years at
Pinellas Park, Florida where she
lived, with her daughter and sonin-law Ruth and Tom Maillard
since her husband Br. Leon's
death October, 1976.
Sr. Mary may well have been
the last saint living in our time,
whose experience spanned the last
years of Br. Russell's ministry, and
all the years since to the present
time. The brethren of her consecrated generation came in close
contact with the spirit of our
Present Lord in their association
with his Messenger. These seem
to have caught, and emitted an
influence that those receiving it,
could but faintly transmit to others. Her light having gone out,
leaves the world a darker place. But only
until "the Sun of righteousness arises with
healing in his wings!"

My mother never accepted the Truth. My
father used Zion's Glad Songs as the music book for the school where he taught
and each day opened class with a scripture verse. In those days even the text
books used Bible verses for teaching
grammar and other lessons.
As a child I loved to read. I read
Scripture Studies Volume I when I was
nine. My brother, two sisters and I at-

,

Sr. Mary Norby

tended a non-denominational Sunday
school where we learned the Bible stories
and memorized scriptures and hymns. I
always had a strong feeling for the Lord
Memories of the Early Years
and his Word. This was probably inIn 1995 Sr. Norby shared some of her creased by the fact that my mother was ill
early memories in the Truth for a video for a number of years and spent much
taping, which are included here in her time in the hospital. My mother died
when I was 13.
own words.
Several years earlier we had moved to
I was born April 23rd, 1893, in McGregor, Farmersburg, Iowa. Shortly after my
Iowa, a beautiful little town on the bluffs mother's death, my older sister, Jennie,
of the Mississippi River. My father Alvah who had already consecrated, was given
Rogers was a school teacher. My mother the opportunity to go to Chicago, where
Kittie Blackburn Rogers was a she took a business course and got an
seamstress. They both attended the office job. She was in the Chicago class
Methodist church where my father was with the Copelands, Morehouses, and
superintendent of the Sunday school and Fosses in those early years. I consecrated
in 1908 at age 15.
mother was the church organist.
Father Finds the Truth
In 1893 my father received Volume I
from Br. Charles Jordan who owned the
general store. When my father began
reading The Divine Plane of the Ages, he
continued reading way into the night and by the time he finished the chapter
"Natures Distinct," he realized he had
found the Truth. Of course, he immediately withdrew from the Methodist church.

Meets Br. Russell
My sister Jennie sent money so my
father, younger sister and I could each
attend a convention. My turn came in
1912 and I went to the convention in
Pertle Springs, Missouri. It was my first
opportunity to be immersed. Br. Russell
gave the baptism talk. I remember another talk he gave where he illustrated
proper self-esteem. First he walked across

the stage showing lack of confidence.
then he walked back showing too much
self-confidence, and then he re-crossed
the stage showing proper dignity, bearing
and self-esteem...I returned home with
well over a hundred names in my Manna.
A letter my father wrote is in the Reprints, page 4449. Many of the pilgrims
stopped at our little town and we were
given the use of the town hall without
charge. My father organized what
he called "Reading Circles" using
Volume I. They were held in the
banker's home. At least four brethren came into the Truth through
these efforts and personal witness.
One of my special memories
was the privilege of going to Chicago and hearing at least 10 talks
by Br. Barton. I was with a group
of young people who followed him
as he spoke in the various suburbs.
Father Dies—Mary Leaves
Early in 1915 we had three parts
of the Photo Drama shown in our
town and a finale lecture given by
a visiting speaker. Shortly after
that, my father made a trip by train
to see his brother in western Iowa.
On the way home he got into a
heated discussion with a Lutheran minister. During the night he had a stroke.
Jennie came from Chicago the next day
and when he died the following day. her
first words were "He's in glory!"
After leaving school teaching, my father had been the postmaster in
Farmersburg, and I was the assistant. I
stayed there until October but wanted to
move to where there was a class. About
the same time, Sr. Adele Oelke had been
told she would have to choose between
her job at the family dry goods store in
Farmersburg and "her religion." She
chose the Truth. Sr. Oelke and I went to
Madison, Wisconsin where my younger
sister's in-laws, Br. and Sr. Sargent, lived.
We were richly blessed in our study and
fellowship in the Madison class. In addition to testimony meetings, we had prayer
meetings where we would all kneel in
prayer. In between the prayers that were
given, we would sing a verse of Hymn 145
(Keep thou my way, 0 Lord). One brother
had a roadster and Sr. Oelke and I would
sometimes go to and from meeting standing on the running board, she on one side
and I on the other.
These were the World War I years. The
lard and beans saved for "the time of
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trouble" were put to good use along with
the flour purchased at a fire sale. When
Br. Russell died we were not too shocked
—we expected that all the church would
be taken soon. I recall we hid some of our
books in the cupboard and that several
brethren were put in prison during the
war. We left the Society in 1918 over their
stand on the war bond issue and other
changes.

To St. Paul and Marriage
A few years later, the Sargents, with
whom I had been living, moved to St. Paul,
Minnesota, and I went along with them.
We met with a small class of about 12 in
Minneapolis which included Br. Leon
Norby and his parents. Br. Leon and I
were married January 1, 1926. In the late
20's quite a large number of brethren left
the Society and we joined together with
them.

During the 30's we had the privilege of
attending several of the Pittsburgh Reunion Conventions. A theme of the 40's
was "Reviving the work in the midst of the
years." From 1947 to 1953 Br. Leon and
I had the privilege of working at The
Dawn. Our years of association with the
brethren in the Northeast hold many precious memories. Br. Leon finished his
course October 30, 1976.
Since then I have been living with my
daughter and son-in-law, Ruth and Tom
Maillard, in Florida. I thank the Lord for
the continued lessons, blessings and privileges of fellowship with the brethren.
My physical strength and memory are
failing, but I pray that I will never forget
the Abrahamic promise, the Corresponding Price and God's Four Attributes.
Through all the years I have rejoiced in
God's attributes of Wisdom, Justice, Love
and Power so beautifully revealed in the
Divine Plan of the Ages.

An Exhortation
Now I have difficulty remembering
what I read, but what I learned in earlier
years is more fixed in my memory. My
advice to anybody younger is to fill their
minds with the good things of the Truth
because they are going to need them when
eyesight and health go. After Jesus fed
the 5000, the apostles gathered up 12
baskets of bread he had blessed and broken, and each apostle had his knapsack
full. Br. Russell drew the lesson that we
should be preparing for the future and put
into our hearts those things we will need
later. Dear brethren, I urge you to use
your time, talents, privileges and opportunities so you can look back with joy and
not with regret.
I send my deepest love in Christ, dear
brethren, with my prayers on your behalf.
"God be with you till we meet again."
Sr. Mary Norby.

Her Daughter's Testimony
"On Sunday, July 14th, the Lord called
mother home. She died peacefully in her
sleep. The words of Reprint 4054 are a
special blessing—'So Moses the servant
of the Lord died, according to the word of
the Lord.' In the Hebrew language, the
expression 'according to the word of the
Lord' would literally be by the mouth of
the Lord. Jewish rabbis have given this a
poetic term and would say, by the kiss of
the Lord.' Thus we have the picture of a
father kissing his child to sleep.
"At 5:30 that morning, mother called
me and asked, When am I being born?'
Later at 7:30, she said, 'Am I being born?
Is it time to be born?' I did not think much
about it at the time, but the words became
very meaningful. After her 103rd birthday in April, I had often mentioned that I

knew it would be her hope that her next
birthday would be her spiritual birthday
in Zion. Later that morning she read the
Manna, and wrote out the text. At about
10:15, I got her back to bed, and left for
the meeting.
"Though her exact time of death is not
known. I like to think it was at the time
when we were singing Hymn 117 at the
close of our study: 'I'm a pilgrim and I'm
a stranger...do not detain me, for I am
going to where life's waters are ever flowing.' I thank the Lord that her long
pilgrimage and her pain and infirmities
are all over. I rejoice in the hope that was
her joy and strength for the 88 years of her
consecrated life.
"My deepest thanks to all of you for
your love, prayers, and encouragement

which cheered her pathway. Truly, sweet
perfume from the alabaster boxes of your
hearts. With love in the precious eternal
bonds of Christ." Sr. Ruth Maillard.

"...Ruth saw to the needs of her mother
Mary, with such tenderness, it was as
though she were caring for our Lord himself..." said Sr. Barbara Wilford of
Hendersonville, North Carolina in her testimony before reading the foregoing at
the Indiana-Ohio Convention on July 27.
A memorial service was conducted on
July 20 by Brs. Joseph Mitchka and
Herman Hummel, both elders in her class
at Clearwater. Sr. Norby leaves her daughter Sr. Ruth and two nieces.
❑

8

Conditions Observed in Eastern Europe

Brethren at Kozy, Poland and visitors

Br. Jerry and Sr. Sharon Leslie visited the
countries of Poland, Ukraine, Moldova
and Romania beginning July 1 with a few
specific purposes. "These were 1) To
reaffirm our love for the brethren and the
harvest message, 2) To access the spiritual
condition and vitality of the brethren, 3) To
understand more clearly the activities,
opportunities, and services among the
brethren, and 4) To evaluate the temporal
needs and conditions among the family of
Christ." Br. Leslie said, "To this end I will
try to give our observations and less of a
diary account."

In Poland
In Poland we were treated to generous
hospitality and services of the brethren.
Translation was provided for every
occasion. Our visit to Krakow was warm
and stimulating as usual, with frequent
visitors to the Dabek "hotel." The
brethren in Krakow support a weekly
radio program. Bible scripts are prepared
in a room in the Dabek home converted
into a studio where post program call-ins
are monitored. The brethren here are
active also with music programs and have
produced a hymn book with words in five
languages for many familiar hymns.
A visit to the Kozy class renewed fellowship first enjoyed there in 1981. After
a short discourse, brethren wanted to have
extended questions covering aspects of
chronology, prophecy, Israel and current
events...A two-day convention in Wola
Lubecka near Tarnow was held on a farm
in a large barn. About 500-600 brethren
gathered here from every part of Poland.
Many discourses dealt with Bible history,
chronology and prophecy. Iwona
Krawczyk provided us with untiring trans-

Br. Leslie, Br. Lajbida and others at Lviv

lation during several days in Poland.
Brothers Pawel Dabek and Piotr Kubic
drove us from Poland to Ukraine and
Moldova. Br. Pawel shared a number of
discourse services in each country. Their
services were most valuable, enabling us
to be flexible in each country with our
visits to brethren and classes.
Since our visit to Poland four years
ago, we observed many temporal and technological advancements. After about ten
years of inflation since the days of "Solidarity," the country appears to be somewhat closer to economic equivalence with
western Europe. While this has provided
a relief for some brethren, it is also a
challenge to keep spiritual values the priority of life. We were reassured in our
fellowship of fidelity to 'the things we
have learned' and loved in the Harvest
Message. In some areas there has been a
little relief from tensions regarding differing views on Christ's return. However,
this question is still a point of difference
in other areas of Poland. A few are even
expecting Christ to return visibly in the
future.

In Ukraine
In Ukraine, we enjoyed gracious
hospitality in the home of Andriy and
Hallya Lajbida as well as in many other
homes. Andriy's sister and family live in
an adjacent house and are a mutual
support for each other. (It was this sister's
son, Andriy's nephew, that died a tragic
death two years ago.) Br. Andriy is active
with the class in Lviv, with witness efforts
and outreach contacts to brethren in
Russia. The class in Lviv has regular
Sunday and weeknight discourses and
studies. There is also a weeknight

meeting for young adults who are
studying the deeper aspects of
chronology and prophecy. This group is
also active in music programs.
Several other towns and villages were
visited: Zolochivka, Ternopol and
Vynniky. We found the brethren meeting
regularly, though the physical conditions
are meager by western standards and financial means are limited. Brethren are
studying substantial subjects and are generally lead by well founded elders. Since
our last visit to Ukraine there has been
some polarization between Epiphania
groups and those who still understand
sacrifice of earthly prospects and have
the heavenly hope. Separate fellowships
and meetings are more generally maintained between these groups.
We did not observe large numbers of
very young children at the meetings in
Ukraine, but there are a substantial number in their 20-40s. Among this group
there is a zeal for service and witness as
well as an eagerness to study deeper truths.
But there does not appear to be many who
have the time to organize this potential.
Zoriana Dohan is one of this youth group
and has a good grasp of English. She was
a constant companion to serve our translation needs and proved to be a dear companion in the spirit and truth, with zealous
songs of joy and praise.
Br. Andriy and Sr. Hallya Lajbida are
active in much correspondence, cooperative Russian translation work with a
Moldovan brother, class studies and services, and youth programs. Many brethren in Ukraine are unemployed or on government pensions. These equate roughly
to $10 per month. Average employed
income equates to about $30-50 per

month. A kilogram of butter costs $3 on
the open market. Many villages are without central plumbing, water services and
have inconsistent electrical service. Yet
brethren seem to be managing—looking
after one another—while growing spiritually.

In Moldova
In Moldova, we were welcomed with a joy
that is impossible to describe. As our car
entered the town of Ruseni and the road
toward the Neagu home, the street
erupted into a parade of people jumping
with joy, hugs, tears, laughter and
screams of delight. Family, brethren,
neighbors and children ran to welcome
these visitors from afar. Soon a van with
six brethren from Romania
arrived and the house filled
with 30 or more brethren.
Questions on the
Tabernacle and Pyramid,
and then songs of praise
lasted into the late hours of
the night. Br. Larry Davis,
having already been in
Romania for some time
before, joined us in
Moldova at this point.
Brethren in Moldova are
bilingual, using both Russian and Romanian. Romanian is the usual language
of the meetings and in the
family. We found brethren
here also committed to the
translation of the volumes
and Tabernacle Shadows
into Russian for their own use, witnessing
and for outreach to brethren in Russia. Br.
Costica Gronic travels periodically to Romania where a computer has been donated for the Russian work to enter text he
daily prepares vigorously by hand. After
hardware stabilization and training issues,
this computer is now ready to be transferred to Moldova for more convenient
use.
In the village of Ocnita, we witnessed
an immersion service. Br. Zaharia
Chiorean from Romania gave the baptismal discourse. Four persons symbolized
their consecration unto death including
three sisters and a 15-year-old young man.
Additional meetings were held in Corpaci
and Tintoreni.
The classes in Moldova have some different views of the volume forewords because prior to Romania's current translation work, they had only the 1912 forewords. Some are not convinced the 1916
forewords were written by Br. Russell.
These brethren are generally those who

believe the door to the high calling is
closed and are not convinced of the reasoning offered, particularly in forewords
of Volumes 2,3 and 6. (This belief is
largely a result of their not having access
to the latest writings and their view from
a very suppressed society where work
and services were nearly shut down for 50
years.) Others perceive these explanations more fully and are rejoicing in their
present consecration privileges. This difference has separated classes in some
cases. (Br. Eugene Bums was able to
address these and other questions with
the Moldovan brethren at the International Convention.)
While in the town of Ruseni, we discovered that the fmancial situation and

Brethren at Ocnita, Moldova

temporal conditions among the brethren,
are much more serious than previously
understood. The brethren have never
made fmancial requests of us and are very
modest in expressing any need. This obscured previous perceptions.
The country appears to be in economic
crisis or collapse. Many, if not most,
persons in Moldova have received no financial payment for work since November 1995. Work on collective farms pays
$30/year plus 50 kilograms of sugar and
250k of wheat, or cloth. The country is
reverting to a barter system. A sister has
received no pension for a year. She now
sells flowers. Brethren are managing by
living mainly from garden produce, chickens, milk from a cow or goat, and they
pool resources to help one another. There
is a black market in the country for any
available hard currency. Gasoline is usually acquired on the black market. Nevertheless, brethren in Moldova consider
their spiritual interests of highest priority. They say none of the brethren is
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lacking a piece of bread for a meal, and all
seemed to be greatly rejoicing at the privilege to meet together. Yet, it is our view
that the temporal affairs of the brethren in
Moldova are quite crucial and urgent.
Professionals (doctors, professors etc.)
have not been paid since April '96. Medical treatment is officially available at no
cost. But as doctors are not paid by the
state, patients must pay for treatment.
Some black market personal "loans"
are available at exorbitant rates. Funds
contributed by France and the USA in the
past, are now depleted.
Personal transportation is severely affected. Brethren can sometimes travel to
Russia to sell fruit products in the markets
of Leningrad for rubles. Work in Ukraine
is not an option, as it is approaching 50% unemployment. Work in Poland requires skills generally not
possessed by brethren in
Moldova. Brethren are willing to work in any other
country offering hard currency.
Moldova has three major ecclesias with elders.
Money has been left with
elders in Ruseni in the north
and Tinsarini in the south.
These elders have agreed to
distribute funds to brethren
in outlying areas on an asneeded basis and extend
their coverage to Balti in
the center of the country.
There is presently no central committee other than the ecclesia arrangement to manage humanitarian aid
monies.
It is the recommendation of Br. Larry
Davis and Br. Jerry Leslie that brethren
wishing to make a tax deductible donation for this cause, send such contributions to the Miami Valley Bible Students,
where funds can be gathered and then
couriered to Moldova. The elders in
Ruseni and Tintoreni have agreed to assess the level of urgency in areas from
north to south of the country for distribution to the various needs of the brethren.

In Romania
In Romania, we reaffirmed our fellowship
in the spirit with many brethren. There
were requests for discourses in several
cities. This trip also afforded opportunity
to visit many individual and isolated
brethren. We were drawn even closer by
the personal commitment, sacrifices and
endurance of these brethren. These
personal visits were in Cimpia Turzii,
See Eastern Europe page 12
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Darin York Dies in 16th Year
When Sr. Lyn York came into the Truth
her youngest son Darin was two years old.
He was a victim of cystic fibrosis from
birth and has struggled to live into his
16th year. Darin died on June 30. Words
alone cannot convey the pathos of this
affliction mother and son endured or its
impact on their daily lives. But Sr. Nancy
Hummel has given some insight into Sr.
Lyn's experience in her testimony last
year at the I-0 Convention.
She said: "I was in Sr. Lyn's home, her
son had his head on her knee and was
crying. He, apparently, was in pain and
had difficulty breathing. Sr. Lyn said:
'This is the son who taught me to love, the
son that is affectionate and has given me
lessons in demonstrating love; and this is
the son that is dying. He has been starving
all his life! —
Speaking again on Sr. Lyn's behalf at
the 1996 I-0 Convention, Sr. Nancy said:
"I was there the day after Darin died. I was
at the funeral and in her home. Yesterday
at the Convention, before she left, was the
first time I saw her cry since her son's

death...I am asking brethren to remember
her."

Darin York
While at the Convention, Sr. Lyn voiced
her appreciation to the brethren in testi-

mony: "My husband Michael and I want
to express our thankfulness to the Lord
for his overruling in the experiences with
our son's illness and his death; and also to
express our gratitude for the love and
support from the brethren. Michael sent
his love and you have mine as well."
(Michael and Lyn York, 18225 Garfield,
Redford, MI 48240).
In closing, Sr. Nancy explained: "In
many ways, Sr. Lyn's experience [with
grief] is just beginning. You were supportive while her son was ill, now she
greatly needs your support—along with
the Buchheits and others who have suffered such tragedies." She also stressed
the need to support our brethren under
trial over a long period of time.
We are indebted to Sr. Hummel for
expressing sentiments we all feel in this
time of mourning. To these we add love
and commiseration for all our bereaved
brethren, with the assurance of our Lord's
love and power to comfort the brokenhearted. Luke 4:18. Ed. ❑

Exciting Time in Romania and Moldova
Excerpts from a report by Br. Larry Davis
on his recent visit to Moldova and
Romania.

There were many opportunities to discuss
beautiful truths and to share along the
lines of harmony of character, doctrine
and prophecy.
In the village of Bica, Romania two
elderly brethren related how they came
into the Truth. They were sitting together
in a prison during a rainstorm and a brother
came to them and began telling them about
the Truth. He then proceeded to use a
piece of soap to draw the Chart of the
Ages in the mud.
While in Cluj, the Jehovah's Witnesses
held a regional convention in the stadium.
There were 25,000 in attendance and 4,000
immersed. The Jehovah's Witnesses
wanted to have their International Convention in Bucharest this year but the
government, at the instigation of the Orthodox Church, said no! The brethren
there all said that during the coverage of
this, there were many negative things said
in the national media regarding Br.
Russell.
The mayor of Cluj said that, as far as he was
concerned, there were only two acceptable
religions: Orthodox and Protestant.

At the meeting in Iapa, Sr. Lisa
Dragos's docor and his family attended.
They were all smiling and Dr. Bodnar
invited us to visit him at the hospital the
next day.
We stopped at the home of a dear elderly brother who is dying. He was so
overjoyed to see us that he couldn't speak.
His tears spoke for him.
In Ruseni, Moldova time was joyfully
spent with Br. Costica Gronic, a very faithful elder who is translating the volumes
into Russian. Presently Br. Costica is
neither being paid his pension nor at his
employment. The conditions in Romania
and Moldova are very severe economically, especially in Moldova...To quote
one of the brethren there, "The economic
conditions are so severe that anarchy will
be the result."
I attended two baptismal services—
one in Moldova at a beautiful lake setting,
and the other in Cluj at a very secluded
river much like the river Jordan. Seeing
their spirit of consecration and love for
the Lord, the Truth and the brethren was
truly an inspiration to me. On the bank of
the lake in Moldova, the 12-year-old
daughter of a sister who was immersed
recited a beautiful poem on the subject of
what consecration means (she had written

the poem for the occasion).
Following the baptismal service in
Ocnita, we traveled four hours south to
Tinterini. The Neagu family wanted to be
with us so they traveled in their two cars
and we in the van. We arrived at Tinterini
at 10 p.m. and the meeting began at 10:30.
It ended at about 1:00 a.m. following
which we had an Elders meeting and then
ate dinner at 2:00 a.m.
When we all went to bed the brethren
from Ruseni were still sitting outside on
benches singing. The next morning they
were still there (I doubt that they slept that
night) so they could be with us and say
good-bye before we left to return to Romania at 9:00 a.m.
In summary, we were again greatly
blessed to be with the brethren. Their
many manifestations of love for the Lord,
the Harvest Message, and the brethren
continue to be a daily inspiration. Many,
many other experiences far too numerous
to mention have been recorded in my
mind and heart. Nor tongue nor pen can
properly express the love we share with
these dear ones. ❑
,

"Thou hast given a banner to them
that fear thee, that it may be displayed
because of the Truth." Psalm 60:4
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Buchheit Family Suffers Tragedy
THE Indiana-Ohio Convention of 1996 at gave the information available—how the
Worthington, Ohio will long be family had agreed to cut off the life supremembered for its spiritual heights, port, and had granted their permission for
coupled for some with a depth of sorrow. his vital organs to be given to those awaitAfter three days of feasting, the tenor of ing transplants, as
the convention changed from light- a gift of life.
The 1996 Conhearted to solemn.
Leaving the convention Friday evening vention will be
July 26, the Buchheit family—Br. Ray, Sr. memorable as one
Karen, and Sr. Sarah—went to their re- that stirred deeply
spective homes to rest, unaware of the the brethren's love
great sorrow about to overtake them. At and sympathy for
11:30 p.m. the phone rang. It was a friend beloved members
of their son Jim. They were told to call the of the Body under
hospital at LaCrosse, Wisconsin, the city heavy trial, but
of Jim's residence. They were informed manifestly comthat Jim had been in a motorcycle/car forted and wondercrash. His life was being sustained on a fully sustained by
respirator and the doctor asked if they our Lord.
A memorial
could prepare the body for organ donation. The family said they would come as service was held
soon as possible and asked that Jim be August 2 in
maintained on the respirator until they Pickerington, Ohio
the hometown of the Buchheits. The serarrived.
The Robert Grays were called at the vice was opened with prayer by Br. Aaron
hotel, and from there the news began to be Leslie, an intimate friend of the family.
passed on to many through the night. Br. Br. Bob Gray's opening portion was enBob and Sr. Rebecca hastened to the titled "A Memorial for Jim." His remarks
family's side as did Br. Tom and Sr. Nancy were related and interwoven with the
Machacek. Sr. Rachel Griehs and Br. promise of a resurrection of the dead, and
Nathan Elias brought Sr. Sarah (Jim's sister) to the Buchheits' home so that the
family could be together. Through the
A Letter of
night these brethren prayed, smiled and
wept together as they awaited the dawn Dearest Brethren:
and departure for the airport, where they Greetings in Our Beloved Jesus.
We lost our son and brother Jim on July
were joined by Br. John and Sr. Nancy
Hummel and Br. Allen Springer. It was 27, in a crash caused by a drunk driver the
evident that the Lord had strengthened, previous night. He was riding his motorcomforted and fortified this little family cycle on a highway; police said witnesses
indicated he was doing nothing wrong.
mightily in their time of great need.
The next morning, the brethren as- The driver didn't see him and pulled her
sembled in convention were officially in- car out of a stop street in front of him. He
formed of the Buchheits' great loss and tried, but was unable to avoid hitting her
trial of faith they were enduring. Prayers car, and was pinned under it for 10-15
were offered for the promised grace to minutes. He would have been 27 on Sept.
continue in their need, that their faith 2nd. It is our heavenly Father's direction
would endure and their hearts be com- that we now drink both the cup of deepest
forted. The second session that morning sorrow which is like nothing we have ever
was a testimony meeting which became, felt, and the cup of joy and confidence
almost a memorial to Jim.. Many had because we trust his plan to raise Jim from
known and loved him from his early youth the sleep of death.
Hundreds attended memorial services
onward, and related tender memories associated with him. The next morning an in LaCrosse, Wisconsin; Hutchinson, Minofficial announcement to the convention nesota; and Pickerington, Ohio. Many
In every experience of sorrow and distress, and when the strain of the jarring
discords and the stinging vexations and
wounds that make the heart bleed, threaten
to overwhelm the spirit, let the child of

God remember that he "knows, and loves,
and cares," and that his ministering angel is ever near us, and that no trial will be
permitted to be too severe. If by his grace
the experiences may not work for our

"the restitution of all things."
Br. Ray Buchheit followed with poignant comments simply termed "My Son."
His commanding presence on this occa-

Jim Buchheit
sion was notably from the Lord.
The presence of 125 or more friends
and brethren spoke eloquently of the love.
sympathy and admiration all felt for this
brave family—their courage, composure
and strength—that manifested a power
beyond themselves, upholding them.

Gratitude
others have remembered us. Therefore
we have hundreds of people to thank for
their love, prayers and support for us and
we do thank you brethren, one and all; we
have been strengthened. Providentially,
brethren were gathered at I-0; they heard
and prayed immediately, then passed the
word. The Newsletter is the only way we
can thank those gathered at I-0 for the
scroll of uplifting words; the card with
Psa. 84:5-7; the convention tapes; the
beautiful flowers and the monetary gift.
And it is the only way we can thank those
who donated food, August 2, and also
those who sent anonymous gifts—you
are known by the Lord. No more, please.
Ex 36:5-7.
May he bless you all greatly and bring
the Kingdom soon! (R2683:1) Sincere
Love in Christ, Br. Ray, Sr. Karen, Sr.
Sarah Buchheit.

good they shall he turned aside. He loves
us too well to permit any needless sorrow,
any needless suffering.

"Songs in the Night" September 25
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Baia Mare. One of these
From page 9
Baia Mare, Giulesti, Calinesti, Sighet and was Iona Titoc who first
Japa. In the villages we had the privilege joined our travels in
of walking with Br. Nicoara Nanestian Moldova and continued
and Sr. Nastafa Ivanciuc to visit the sick with the rest of our visits in
and isolated. Br. Nicoara would knock on Romania. His skill with Ena gate and say, "Come forth, Sister." We glish, and a sensitive heart
learned from these dear ones how they opened many doors to unmanaged in the spirit and love of our God. derstand our Romanian
Formal services were also arranged in brethren.
In the last few days in
Cluj, Tirgu Mures, Paniceni and Bica.
This last village of brethren held Romania, we had the pleaspecially sweet memories. They had not sure of having a few brethseen western visitors before. Additional ren from Canada and USA
stories of courage, faith and providence join us before the Internaemerged in many of these visits. We are tional Convention. Sr. Ann
reminded that America has not yet seen and Lori Michalyca and also
anything like the persecution and Sr. Lee Manzuk, Sr. Joan
suppression of the consecrated as was Malik and her son Christoexperienced in Romania, Moldova and pher met us in Cluj for a
Ukraine. Yet brethren found ingenious brief visit with brethren in the area. It was
ways to preserve their faith and fortunate that the sisters from the Chicago
fellowship. Brethren did not compromise area had rented a car in Germany. This
their faith under duress and even 2,500 was useful for some additional transporMannas were printed covertly before the tation and proved helpful during the borfall of Ceausescu. Nevertheless, we der crossing from Romania to Hungary,
noticed on this trip that several places, as some needed to stay at the border while
brethren said that newfound liberty is one of three buses was delayed.
In recent months, Romanian brethren
proving to be a greater test of faith than
have received literature on some rather
the oppression of persecution.
During a specially warm and sunny liberal views from America. This has
day, we arranged a forest/park walk with been represented as Bible Student thinkthe youth of Cluj. We enjoyed some stud- ing. However, some of this supplied maies and Bible questions with them in a terial contains views common to the nomibeautiful and restful place. Most of these nal church and differs widely from Bible
young Bible Students speak English and Students' studies found in Pastor Russell's
are eager to learn and serve the Lord, the writings. Though few in Romania have
Truth and the brethren. There was also a taken up with this material, it has caused
baptismal service in Cluj where eleven agitation in some areas. Both Br. Larry
persons were immersed. Br. Larry and Br. and Br. Jerry urged the brethren to conJerry gave consecration discourses. Six tinue in the things they have learned in the
of these were of the youth from Cluj and Scriptures resulting from the Harvest

Nigeria

Frompage 1

more individuals to have access to the
Reprints and concordances. Presently,
Reprints are limited to one set in each
class. The cost of shipping books to Nigeria is very high. In time, computers with
HTDB and communication access will be
a great spiritual asset.
The 1998 National Convention in Nigeria is planned for August 19-23 in
Ibadan. The convention committee has
requested that five English-speaking elders from North America or Europe serve
the convention if possible. Any elder
willing to serve the ecclesias on a pilgrim
trip, apart from the biennial convention,
is asked to contact Br. David Rice, BSCFA
Convention liaison.
Anyone desiring information on
BSCFA By-laws, Annual Meeting notice

or report, please contact Br. Bob Wilson,
Chairman of BSCFA. For information on
immediate needs of our Nigerian brethren, or contribution information, contact
Br. Bob Davis, BSCFA Treasurer.
There is a marked despair on faces of
the masses there due to the worsening
economic instability. Unemployment is
over 40%. Violent crime is on the increase which has affected some of the
brethren. A middle class income averages about $50/75 per month, and many
goods there cost almost as much as in the
U.S. and Europe. Transportation is difficult and expensive, and few brethren have
a car. With many unemployed, the temporal needs of the brethren are great. The
BSCFA set up a financial aid system in
February, 1996, in cooperation with each
ecclesia, to be administered by an elected

Romanian brethren at Bica

Message and to be established in the evidence of their faith.
Our overall impression is that the brethren in eastern Europe are eager to translate and publish the Harvest Message while
they have a window of opportunity. They
see a priority to further establish and affirm the basis of faith among those new
and old in the Truth. They have an opportunity to encourage and work with their
youth as the next generation to which
they can pass their heritage of faith. They
are interested in the fulfillment of prophecy and world affairs in connection with
this end of the age. They want to share the
light of God's word and promises with
any who have an ear to hear. They welcome the encouragement of consecrated
hearts from near and far to these spiritual
purposes. 0

committee composed of consecrated
brethren from each ecclesia. The purpose
of each fund is to help consecrated brethren who are in severe economic hardship.
Some funds have been distributed that are
to be considered loans, and repaid over
time.
Though our African brethren are struggling under distressful circumstances, the
Lord is developing in them peaceable
fruits of righteousness. Let us continue to
bear them up in our prayers, encouragement and support. 0
Grace to overcome seldom comes instantly; the reason for much of the
delay being, that we have not been
willing to receive His grace in the way
He sends it.
Benjamin Barton
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Harvest News
"0 Lord, open thou my lips:

and my mouth shall show forth thy praise." Psa. 51:15

Public Witness Gets Hearty Response
Brethren of the Winnipeg area are
rejoicing in the enthusiastic response to
three public witness efforts on June 21,23
and August 18 in Toronto, Ontario. All
the meetings were addressed by Br.
George Wilmott - the first one on -The
Signs of Christ's Second Presence." The
outstanding feature of all the meetings
was the interest shown by the lengthy
question sessions following.
Twenty-eight attended the first meeting and stayed on for an hour and a half of
questions and answers. Thirty-five came
to the second meeting, and twenty to the
last one. These too, were followed by
extended question sessions with people
wanting to continue—even after Br.
Wilmott left to get his flight. A taxi driver
present offered to take him to the airport
and was rewarded, no doubt, with additional answers.

Where did such interest come
from?
Spreading the mystery of the Gospel
message through television—"The
Divine Plan" program on Vision TV—has
fallen on hearing ears. Many listeners
have requested literature from all parts of
Canada but especially from the Province
of Ontario—particularly the Toronto
area. The Fort Worth Bible Students
sponsor the program and forward
Canadian responses to Br. Charlie
Chambers. He in turn, distributes them to
three ecclesias: Vancouver, North

Saskatchewan and Winnipeg.
Because of the large volume of interest
in the Toronto area a public witness there
was planned by the brethren of Winnipeg.
Br. George Loumbardos of the Toronto
Greek Ecclesia secured the Salvation
Army Temple; the brethren prepared an
ad to run in the Toronto Star and taped a
TV trailer by Br. Wilmott for the Vision
Network.
At this point, the Adversary's efforts
to thwart the plans became evident. The
Salvation Army Captain, having discovered the brethren's connection with Pastor Russell's writings, canceled their use
of the Temple. In a long conversation
with him, Br. Frank Boychuk tried to dissuade him—the Bible Students have no
connection to Jehovah's Witnesses; described features of the topic to be presented, and pointed out that the advertising had been placed—saying it was inconsiderate to cancel two weeks before
the event. The Captain, however, because
of the Pastor Russell connection, would
not reconsider.

The Lord Overrules
Despite the Adversary's efforts, the Lord
overruled. Within an hour another
meeting room was booked by means of
the computer and Internet. And, instead
of one meeting, it was possible to plan for
two. The advertising was changed,
including the 750 letters to be mailed to
the interested.

For This Cause Seen at Columbus
On the evening of July 24 people
streamed into the Columbus Convention
Center to see For This Cause, the multimedia audiovisual classic that has stirred
so many hearts over its life of twenty
years. Because the directional aids at the
Center were inadequate, people kept coming—and going—upon finding themselves in the wrong place.
But about 160 persons, captivated by
the video's beauty and the appeal of its
narrative, stayed to the end. Outside the
doors, a table with tracts was staffed by
several brethren, and a good number of
people stopped to inquire and leave their
names.
This showing of For This Cause was
presented as the public witness of the
22nd Annual I-0 Convention, held for the
third time in Worthington, Ohio at the

Clarion Inn.
An amazing and promising incident
resulting from the showing was the interest of a woman named Ann. Br. Moses
introduced himself and learned that she
had taught in the same city as he in Nigeria 25 years ago!
She (Ann) attended the convention for
the next three days—and she lives just
two blocks away from Br. Todd Alexander.
In a luncheon conversation with her,
Br. Paul Lagno and Br. Moses Ashiegbu
learned that she has gone through incredible trials in the past 20 years. Her husband, who died last year, had Alzheimer's
disease. Br. Paul concluded: I have to
praise the Lord, because it was no coincidence—Br.Moses being here, and her type
of interest—it was overruled directly by
the Lord!" ❑

Again, the Adversary was working
overtime to foil the plans. Although the
Toronto Star was advised of the change.
they mistakenly published the first ad
giving the Temple as the place and the
wrong time of the meeting. A second time
the Lord overruled. Another ad was placed
a few days before the meeting giving the
correct times and locations for the two
meetings.

Questions Abound
The interest shown at the meetings was
thrilling, and the brethren said a public
witness audience with such a high degree
of interest was unique in their experience.
At the second meeting many remained,
even after Br. Wilmott left, to continue
their questions to Brs. Frank Boychuk and
Randy Gowryluk. When asked if they
wanted another meeting, all hands went
up. At the third meeting, August 18, Br.
Wilmott spoke on, "Where Are the
Dead?" Twenty attended and again, an
hour of questions followed ranging from,
the high calling, the resurrection, and
chronology, to the anointing and
begetting of the holy Spirit. Another
meeting was arranged for September 15.
with Br. Wilmott to speak on, "Why Does
God Permit Evil?"
All who participated were grateful to
the heavenly Father for the privilege of
preaching his wonderful promises of the
Kingdom. His will and guidance were
sought by the brethren for these efforts.

Library System
Accepts Videos
Recently, several video copies of For
This Cause and God's Kingdom have
been accepted by the library system in
Portland, Oregon. This has given
brethren there much encouragement.
Apparently, the videos have been
loaned quite a few times. The central
library has now requested review copies of any other videos that may he
available. They are specifically interested in those on Israel.
"We have a wonderful message to
share" a sister writes, "and it's a privilege to have a part in this witness
work." ❑
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Quotes from Truth Seekers in Romania
Newspaper advertising of free literature
on Truth subjects, is underway in
Romania. In e-mail to the Newsletter they
explain that they have no coupons or
postpaid cards to fill in, as yet, and that
people are not accustomed to this form of
pursuing information. They find most
encouraging, however, that the people
are responding, the thirsty ones are
finding Truth—the water of the Word.
Br. loan Neagomir of Cluj has gleaned
these choice quotes from letters of request, just for the enjoyment of the brethren in America. His efforts are greatly
appreciated.
"I have been reading the Bible since
my childhood, but since I have read these
books, a mist is being removed from my
eyes and I can see clearer." Timis
I am searching for the great truths,
especially of the faith. I want information
to help me in this." Pitesti

but I did not understand this. Please send
me a book to clarify the subject." Arges
"Please send 3 sets of the Studies in the
Scriptures, I will pay for them." Timisoara
"I read the article in the newspaper and
I would like details in connection with the
end of the world (?) in the year 2000."
Segarcca

"I want you to send me booklets about
the way towards God, that I may give out
in the streets." Anina
"I am studying the Bible alone; please
send me the volumes called Studies in the
Scriptures which I feel will help me."
Caras-Severin

"Please help me understand more about
our Lord's Memorial, idol worshipping,
false prophets." Mures

-

"I received the package (books) and I
am very content. I resumed the study of
the Bible, reading with the eyes of the
mind...The joy which now I have in me is
like the waters of the sea!" Alba
"I read in the newspaper about the
Fifth Universal Empire. I read the Bible

"Good idea to publish subjects about
faith. I am waiting for details about the
3rd Millennium." Succava
"I like discussing the Bible and would
enjoy corresponding with you. Perhaps
you lead a study through correspondence?" Vaslui
"I read with great interest your article
in the newspaper and I want many details

Jewish Youth and Others See Israel Video
SIX hundred young people of the Jewish
Orthodox faith saw Israel: Appointment
with Destiny on August 15 at a youth
camp in the Pocono Moutains. Br.
Kenneth Rawson gave two separate
showings of the video to groups of 300
each—boys and girls of high school age.
In the question session Br. Kenneth
said these young people asked more pertinent and mature questions than those
raised by adult audiences. Eventually,
each of these youths will spend a year in
Israel.
In the live portion of the program Br.
Kenneth strongly urged that they should
follow the example of Abraham: leave
their families and country, and go to a
land that God has shown them, and he will
reward their faith as he rewarded
Abraham's faith. At the close there was a
standing ovation. Afterward the rabbi
said: "You brought the house down!"

Synagogue, at Hartford for the Selichot
service—the beginning of prayers of
repentance preceding Rosh Hashana.
There were 80 present and in the audience
was a professor from Israel, a member of
the "Peace Now" movement, who created
a rousing question period.
The rabbi of the synagogue is a professor at the University of Connecticut and
heads the Department of Judaic Studies.
He is a recognized scholar throughout the
United States.
About twenty orthodox synagogues
around the country had ordered the video
and showed it at their synagogues on
Selichot, because Br. Rawson was not
available for a live program.

Address Corrections Needed
Justin Colley
5005 Grenshaw Drive
El Paso, TX 79924

Showing at Hartford
On Saturday evening, September 7 the
video on Israel was shown in an Orthodox

Elizabeth Harris
903 King Street
Santa Rosa, CA 95404-3923

on the subject. Now at the end of the 2nd
Millennium we need more practical optimism." Succava
"With all my heart I want you to send
me details as many as possible about the
third day or Millennium." Succava
" I read the article 'Israel fulfilling the
prophecies' and I find it very important. I
would like to read more about time prophecies." Iasi

"I got the package and was very glad.
Specially for Volume 1, which brought
me light, broadened my horizon of thinking. I found out new things about: Permission of evil, the Church being the
mystery of God, the Restoration,
Millennial Kingdom, Plan of the Ages,
etc. Also I received peace by reading
What say the Scriptures about hell.' The
Truth makes you really free." CarusSe verin

"I received the package and I put (the
cost of the books follows) in your hank
account. I am impressed of their contents
and I can say that by reading them I received strength of faith and blessing."
Rodna
"Go ye also into the vineyard.." Matt. 20:7

Ms. Rose House
RR 2 Box 264
Pontotoc, MS 38863-9659
We are indebted to brethren who have
taken the time to respond to our request
for address updates.

New Secretaries
Bellingham Bible Students
Evelyn Stewart
PO Box 1439
Bellingham, WA 98227-1439
(206) 486-8792
Groton-New London Ecclesia
John Ruggirello
74 Hawkins Street
Danielson, CT 06239-3113
Africa Committee Member
Paul Lagno
5236 Skytrail Drive
Hilliard, OH 43026
Phone: (614) 527-9496
Fax: (614) 527-9709
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Our Brethren Speak
"Thy saints...shall speak of the glory of Thy kingdom...; to make known to the sons of men his mighty acts..."

Testimonies at Chicago Convention, May 26, 27:
Loved One Seeking Answers
Br. George Kuzmin, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
"...I want to thank our heavenly Father before the brethren for
something I have been praying for for nine years. I got a very
pleasant surprise last week. I called my daughter about some
family business, and out of the blue, she started asking questions
about the Truth. I tried to encourage her for many years, but
being a teenager, she was not interested. She is 23 years old now,
and still has been walking in the worldly way. But, she started
asking a lot of questions about the Truth, and we ended up
talking for nearly two hours. She expressed the desire to study
some more. She wants to start on her own for a little while and
possibly join the class to learn a little bit more. I am not one who
is easily excited, but I could not sleep that night! At 3:00 a.m.,
I was still walking around awake! I am almost afraid to get too
excited about it because I am not sure if it is really going to
happen, but I ask an interest in your prayers. The Lord has been
working on this and doing something that none of my words
seemed able to accomplish. I thank my heavenly Father for
that..."
At the Death of Br. Gilbert Larson
Br. Jonathan Larson, Berean Bible Students, Illinois
"...When I was a kid, my dad would always sit in the front row,
and I hated sitting in the front row! I never asked him why he sat
there until I was a teenager. One time I asked him, and he said
that was where you hear the best! He wanted to hear. He had this
eagerness and enthusiasm. I really appreciate that about my dad.
It is something I am looking for now that he is gone. I feel so
happy for him because he has been so frustrated these last few
years. He just could not remember the simplest things. I could
see on his face how it frustrated him that he could not remember.
We have so many blessings, this blessing of memory. My dad
loved to sit in the back yard in the fresh air. I really appreciated
my dad. He was a real inspiration to me. I am going to miss him,
but I am happy for him. He always talked about how he wanted
to go home in these last few years. He is home now. I am very,
very happy. I thank you for your prayers and all the support that
our family has been given. I really appreciate it."
"Bind Up the Brokenhearted"
Br. Mark Chastain, Hope, Indiana
"...About two weeks ago I had an experience that was a real
boost. A project requiring overtime came up at work, and I knew
I wouldn't have much opportunity to witness. So, I prayed that
the Lord would open up some opportunities for me. One night
I came home, and my wife said I had to call someone named
Cynthia, with whom I used to work. She said there was a person
on her staff who was going through a death, and having a hard
time functioning psychologically. She asked if I could call her.
Apparently, there was some emergency, so I called her after the
meeting that night. She had lost both her parents the previous
year. Her sister was an alcoholic and was healing from it.
Apparently, someone encouraged her to drink, and she did, and
drove off the road and killed two adults and a child. Finally, she
asked, 'Where is my sister?' She went on to say that at the
funeral, people from a very strict Baptist background told her
her sister would bum forever. I told her I could prove by
scripture that her sister was not in hell, and she could take

Psa. 145:10-12

assurance that she would see her sister again. She stopped
crying, and I gave her a few scriptures. The whole conversation
seemed to turn there. She wanted to know more about where her
sister was—whether she was in heaven. I said, 'your sister is
where you will see her again.' I was impressed by the whole
experience for two reasons. One, it was an answer to prayer in
such a short time, and two, the Lord brought the experience to
me. Both those things impressed upon me the power of the Truth
and the power of the Lord. I sent her a For This Cause tape, a First
Volume, 'Where are the Dead?', and some other information.
She wants to read them. It is a real encouragement. I know it was
nothing I had done. It is his Truth and the power of the comfort
that comes from it. Having a Truth background, I had never seen
the horrible fear of hell. That certainly is a doctrine of devils
however you look at it. I ask an interest in your prayers to use
this opportunity as the Lord would wish, and seek his guidance
because I have no wisdom of my own..."
Testimonies at Hope, Indiana June 16:

Led by Br. E. Jezuit on theme, "Ebenezers"
Churches, Town see Photodrama
Br. Paul Brown, Hope, Indiana:

"...Going back 25 years ago when a sister in Indianapolis gave
me a 'Photodrama' book, I looked through it and thought, If I
could only have those slides! She gave me some old ones, handpainted. I heard that Br. Peter Kolliman was making the
Photodrama into 35-millimeter slides. So I asked him to make
me some. He wrote back and said I could have them for the cost
if I showed them publicly at no charge. That was agreeable! Br.
Peter said he would send a few at a time, starting at the beginning.
I was so excited and thrilled about those, I bought a projector and
screen. I did not know how I was going to do this. I got my first
set of slides while I was a toolmaker. I was telling my apprentice
about these slides, and he did not care. But the man across from
me heard me talking and asked me about it. He said, 'I am the
head of the entertainment committee for the Lion's Club. Will
you come show them at the Lion's Club and have a dinner?' So
I did, and he said to let him know as soon as I got some more
slides. I informed him when the next shipment came in, and he
said, we have had a meeting and decided that they are too good
to show for just a group of men, so we rented a gymnasium in
town to show to the whole town!' I was nervous! Come that
night, there was a ball game in the gymnasium, so they said they
were going to take me to the Methodist Church. He told the
preacher and he invited all of his congregation to come and see
this 'Photodrama.' Then, another Lion's Club heard about it and
wanted it shown. I began to get so excited with more slides, I told
many men where I worked about them, and they asked me to
show them for their churches. This went on for 15 years! I was
showing the 'Photodrama' in a radius of 50 miles of the town, for
the Methodist, the Baptist, the Presbyterian, the Lutheran
churches, all of them! They had huge congregations. One
Sunday the phone rang. It was a minister in Holton, Indiana. He
said, You do not know me, but I heard about your Photodrama,
and we ordered a film to be shown for our group Sunday. Our
film did not come in. Could you come down and show the
'Photodrama?' When I got there, he told me they had invited
another church, and there was standing room only! So these are
my Ebenezers, being able to witness and have a captive
audience. The preacher told me it must have been the Lord's
See Brethren next page
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providence that I had come to show these. I said, 'could be!'
These are things that I have enjoyed, and I want to thank my
heavenly Father."
Recalls Inspiring Ebenezers
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest, Indiana:
"When I think about Ebenezers, I remember 40 years ago when
I was drafted and did my alternative duty in Indianapolis. Many
things happened there that carried me on through the rest of my
Christian walk. First, there was a brother who was getting newly
interested in the Truth. By the Lord's grace, he was inspired by
the Truth, and wanted to hear more. As a result of that, an
ecclesia started in Columbus [Indiana], and that brother just
preceded me. As for myself and Sr. Florence, coming down to
Indianapolis, leaving family, home, and ecclesia, we started all
together new. The Lord has certainly blessed us in being able to
meet and associate with the brethren in the Indianapolis class.
We had the opportunity of taking a brother to many conventions
and become acquainted with him. We cannot forget these
brethren and these Ebenezers we had, many of who have already
passed beyond the veil now. We trust these have been helpful in
carrying out our covenant with the Father, and we trust your
Ebenezers will carry you closer to the Father, too..."
Ebenezers an Influence
Br. Lauren Stewart, Columbus, Ohio:
"I am thinking that today is specifically what the world refers to
as Father's Day. I am very thankful for my heavenly Father, who
has given me life, fed me, and given me a 'house' to live in, and
given me a family to walk and fellowship with, and given me
children I can help along the way, too. I am very thankful for all
these experiences. I would like to tell them all to you, but I
cannot. They start way back when I served my early days as a
conscientious objector with Br. Ron Kwolek in a hospital. That
is an Ebenezer because we walked side by side for two years. We
kept going because we fed one another Scriptural things. We
would take the text for the day, walk down the hall, meet each
other, and repeat the text to remind each other of what we should
be feeding on. Those are Ebenezers. As I think of those who
have helped me along the way, Br. Raffel comes to mind as being
a tremendous influence in my life, Br. Jezuit, in just the little
things. I served the West Suburban ecclesia and had an
illustration of how all the doctrines fit together, how beautifully
they interlock with one another. I had circles, and Br. Jezuit said,
to me, 'You should have hexagons because they fit perfectly
together!' All those things have been helpful to me..."

Testimonies at New Brunswick, New Jersey Convention July 5, 6:
Opposer Becomes a Friend
Sr. Estelle Gill, Columbus, Ohio
"About ten days ago, Bill's step-father passed away. We knew
it was going to be an interesting experience because Bill's
mother and her husband, and his whole family are atheists. We
had not been to an atheist funeral before. We thought they just
believed that they died and went into the ground and that is it no hope of a resurrection. But, all of a sudden, Bill's mother had
a belief. So she had a minister at this funeral. From the moment
the family arrived, there was contention over money and the car.
This was within an hour of walking in the door. So, we were
thinking this would be a horrible time, and for awhile, it was very
tense.
"Bill's mother was grieving and it was a pathetic
situation...When she brought the minister into the home, he said

he would like to share a few scriptures and have a prayer. The
one daughter stood up and stormed out, saying, 'I'm not going
to be a part of this.' The day we were to leave, we found she was
leaving on the same flight. We thought,, One last opportunity to
somehow be ambassadors for Christ! Taking her to the airport
she said, 'So, Earl told me that you helped work on a video for
Israel. Tell me about that.' That opened up a beautiful witness
on Israel and to her about our views towards the thing she hates
the most—the Catholic Church—which has been the reason why
she has had a serious hatred towards religion. From the time we
got to the gate, to the time we landed in Salt Lake City from Idaho
Falls, was a solid witness to this atheist woman who caused so
many problems...She ended up being a friend..."

Interest from Public Showing Promising
Br. Allen Coffman, Allentown, Pennsylvania
"...In March, the Allentown friends put on 'For This Cause' in my
area, which is about an hour north of Allentown. We had
advertised and 11 came out, including the janitor. What we
lacked in numbers, we had in positive response and interest.
Everybody took literature and booklets from the table. While
the friends were talking to various ones, one young man,(whose
name is Richard) was there alone, looking around. I asked him
how he liked the showing. He appreciated it very much and
requested a copy of the tape to pass on to others. I got his name
and address and asked if he wanted to be on our mailing list. He
did. I sent him a letter a week later with the tape. I also mentioned
that we were looking for someone to have a study with locally.
since we were an hour away from church. I sent that out, and
nothing much happened. Last month, we sent another mailing of
the newsletter and he was now on the list. One evening, Richard
left a message on the machine. He said he very much appreciated
the newsletter and passed it along as well. He said that I
mentioned I might be interested in meeting with someone, and
that perhaps we could get together. So he had dinner with us and
brought a friend along, and had a very nice fellowship time. I do
not know how far this will go...but he seems to have a really
positive heart and attitude. We have agreed to now meet on
Sunday evenings to study various subjects of our choice. I
would ask an interest in your prayers that I am wise enough to
handle this properly, to praise the Lord and glorify his name in
the dissemination of the Truth."

"Not Impressed with Surface Storms"
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick, New Jersey
"...Recently, the best way I can describe my personal
experiences is like the French Revolution—' the best of times
and worst of times' for myself. It seems like my insight to the
Truth has been the deepest, some of the fellowship the sweetest.
and an overpowering desire to just be consumed entirely. Also,
on the other side, I have had some of the most bitter, fiercest,
most terrible battles with my flesh...it has been like gold in the
fire, and burning everything off so what is left is a puddle of
gold. I have had a lot of stormy experiences inwardly lately.
"As Bob and I were leaving for the convention, we grabbed
the New York Times off the lawn, and the only article I wanted to
read was this interview with Mr. Netanyahu. This morning I read
it, and I would like to read a few sentences to close. Mr.
Netanyahu has professed not to be upset by political fighting
that has beset the coalition. 'I'm not impressed with surface
storms,' Mr. Netanyahu said. He recalled his training diving as
a soldier. It was winter, and there were huge waves outside. But
once we got under the surface, we took aim with our compass. It
was tranquil. We just moved toward the target. In many ways,
this is my approach to these things. I am not oblivious to the

surface storms, but I know how quickly they pass. The important
question is fixing your eyes on the objective.' I appreciate your
prayers."
A Lesson from Refining Process
Sr. Karen Earl, Washington, D.C.
"...I received a letter that was a special blessing to me. In that
letter, the sister said the Lord was repeating the same experience
and she was wondering why...Then, she remembered this quote:
'Refining metal includes melting through fires not designed to
destroy the metal, but to bring forth its beauty. The silver is
crushed into small pieces and then placed into a crucible.
Having prepared a fire of just the right degree of heat, the
silversmith places the crucible over the fire, and then watches
carefully as the silver is melted. Eventually, impurities will rise
to the top of the crucible, to be scraped off by the silversmith.
Then, a hotter fire is built. Again, the silver is subjected to the
heat. Under this intensity of fire, more and different impurities
are released.'
"The reason this was such a rich blessing, I recalled two
experiences. They were two-year periods, approximately 10-15
years apart. Just before the second period, I remembered I had
an experience where I was not acting Christlike. I remember
during the first time the Lord gave it to me, I had acted properly
in terms of submitting to the Lord's will and trying to have the
right heart attitude. Obviously, this experience showed I had not
been crystallized. It was for me to repeat the same experience.
Also, within the last year, I have had an experience where I could
almost tell within a month that an experience would be repeated
again sometime in the future, because I remember very clearly
where my mind went properly to the right thought. But, it was not
crystallized..."
"...Such a Blessing from the Lord"
Sr. Judy Cramer, Connellsville, Pennsylvania

"I would like to relate an experience I am very thankful for. Until
about a month ago, I was 'computer illiterate.' We did not have
one, and the motive for wanting one was to use it in the Lord's
service. There were other priorities, and I left it in the Lord's
hands. If he wanted me to have one, it would come. If he did not,
it would not. About six weeks ago, one of the brothers came to
class with a brand new laptop computer. He announced he was
not going to sell his old one; he was going to let the brethren use
it—anybody that wanted to. Of course, everybody was looking
at me! I thought, This is such a blessing from the Lord! Not only
did he let me use it, he and another computer-proficient sister are
teaching me how to use it. And when I say teaching, I mean from
the very beginning. I spent three days turning the computer on
and off, on and off, getting into 'Word Perfect,' getting into
'Windows,' but I needed that. After about a week, one of the
sisters said now I was ready to use it in the Lord's service. So
she brought me a speaker's list from 1916 and wanted me to start
with that. I am working on that right now, and sometimes it gets
a little tedious, but I am loving every minute of it. I ask your
prayers that I would continue to use this wonderful bit of
technology in the Lord's service. I am so thankful to the Lord
and to the brethren for providing this opportunity."
Testimonies at Indiana-Ohio Convention July 24-28:
Blessed Memories Beget Zeal
Sr. Rachel Hasty, Huntsville, Alabama

"...I wanted to go back about 50 years and tell you something that
my mother and I did to comfort Israel. We decided to go to a
large Reform synagogue in Mobile, Alabama...They were
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delighted at first, very curious why two Christian women wanted
to be there. My mother would say, We know you are the chosen
people.' She also knew Br. Russell and followed his example at
the Hippodrome and never tried to proselytize. She said.
'Messiah's kingdom is going to come to you first,' and would
point them to the prophecies. We really enjoyed it for about
three weeks, and then the rabbi got nervous. I was a teenager,
and very timid, and this rabbi looked me right in the eyes and
said, 'We believe in the true and living God, not in a dead
carpenter!' I just slunk down in the seat; I was so embarrassed.
I knew Jesus was alive! I knew he was not a dead carpenter by
any means. We got the message so we did not go back again. But
it was a way to share a few prophecies with a couple of them that
sat with us and talked a lot...Br. John and I are also very
interested in what Br. Ken Rawson is doing for the Jews. We
totally approve of that. I have not been to the Rabbi at Huntsville
yet, and I know one is there. Please pray for us, and help us to get
some zeal going in comforting Israel."
Publishing Without Paper
Br. Rob Ostry, New Brunswick, New Jersey

"I wanted to mention a piece of the work the brethren in New
Brunswick are doing this year with the World Wide Web. We are
trying to put on the Internet some of the material we send to our
mailing list and see what response there might be... For the price
of one newspaper ad, we can have space on a rented computer
system for about one year.
"We have had about 10-12 favorable responses. Two want to
be on the mailing list, and another was interested in meeting with
us. There were a couple of unfavorable ones. One was a minister
who appreciated the fact that the web site looked nice, that he
could go back through five years of newsletters on there. But he
did not like the way they were presented. He thought it was a
little underhanded of us to say we were Christians, and then to
say up front we did not believe in hell fire or the Trinity.
However, he was able to find them right within the web site, so
within those five years of newsletters, people can see quite an
array of doctrines. There are other classes—Winnipeg and
Chicago—who are also trying this. I ask for your prayers on this
behalf—as another way to publish—without paper. If there is a
way we can get out the message of the Truth, we want to see who
is willing to hear it."
The Testimony meeting on July 25, led by Br. Edmund Jezuit was
on the theme: "Ebenzers." Due to lack of space these are held
for the Winter issue. Ed.
Gifts of Love Abound
Br. Pius Monye, Nigeria

"I want to express my thanks to you all, especially the brethren
in the Bible Committee for Africa for the effort they have put
forth that we should visit the brethren here in the States.
Yesterday, a brother said there were ten lepers. Out of the ten,
one returned to say 'thank you.' Again, the scriptures say, 'in all
things give thanks to God.' Since the first day we entered the
States, the brethren have been showing their love, giving us
study materials, gifts from one to the other. It is remarkable that
we entered the States with only one bag, but are returning with
more than one bag now! We thank you all for praying for us. We
are praying for you. Let this be the beginning of our communion.
As I said earlier, we expect to see more brethren in Nigeria. We
are glad to know that, the brethren have been (not only in
Nigeria) but in all parts of the world—Romania, Japan, Israel,
etc. May God be with you, and we leave you with the text
Philippians 4:7,8."
See Brethren next page
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Testimonies on the occasion of the Buchheits' bereavement
July 27:
Kinship through Like Experiences
Br. Tom Machacek, Northwest, Indiana:
"...Yesterday's experiences—you never know how they can
come up in a moment—started with Br. Ken Rawson's talk in
which he mentioned several families, including Sr. Nancy and
me. After that, Br. Carl asked me to put down in words how I got
through my experiences, both short-term and long-term. I have
thought about it, but not a lot in the past several years. Later on,
during refreshment time, I chatted with brethren about Jim, our
son, how he influenced others and how he affected our lives. I
went to our room after the fellowship hour and told Sr. Nancy
what Br. Carl had asked us to do. I finally turned the light off
about 11:30. During that two hours, I still did not sleep, thinking
about what I would write down—how did the Lord affect my
life? At 1:25 Br. Bob Gray called and said what had happened.
Sr. Nancy, said, 'We're going.' I am glad we did. But what can
you say? People ask me, what can you say when someone is
going through these kind of experiences? Some things you can
say, and some things you cannot, but you can be there and pray
with them, smile with them, cry with them. Anyway, we were
able to be with them and get to the airport to see them take off.
We had several prayers during that time. I know that the Lord
was with [the Buchheits] all the way through this experience.
"As I was reflecting today what has helped me during this five
and a half years since our son passed away, is my faith and Sr.
Nancy's faith in God, the support of the brethren, the Truth.
Those things got us through our experience. Five and a half
years later, that has not decreased, but has grown. About three
years ago, Br. Ray and I were talking, and he said, 'Br. Tom,
because of your experience, you must be close to the kingdom
of heaven.' I said, 'Br. Ray, I have got a long ways to go.' Br. Ray
must be closer now, also. I ask an interest in your prayers, that
you continue to pray for all those this side of the veil whose
experiences are seen, as well as for the many whose sufferings
are unseen."
Sarah Finds Strength in Hope
Sr. Rachel Griehs, Columbus, Ohio
"...Sarah [Buchheit] specifically asked me to testify for her
today. I was very thankful that I was with Sarah last night when
she received the news at 12:15...1 saw how Sarah was strong
through all this. When she received the call from Br. Ray, she
was at first very much in shock, but he told them that Jim knew
about the kingdom, and that we would see him in the kingdom.
That helped her. When we were talking, she said she had hope,
and she did not know what it would be like for people who lose
others who have no hope. She said that Jim was the one who told
them to stay strong in their consecrations. I have a brother, and
I do not know what it would be like if I lost him. It would just
break me. Sarah needs all your prayers along with the rest of the
family..."
Helped an Atheist to See
Br. Herman Hummel, Clearwater, Florida
"...I was a member of the ecclesia of New Brunswick for about 40
years. One time, while I was there, Ray [Buchheit] came into the
hall, which was quite unusual because he used to bring Karen
and the children, drop them off in front of the building, and wait
out there until the meeting was over. He came to me and I began
to talk about the Truth. He said, 'Wait a minute. I'm an atheist.
I know why I'm an atheist, too.' ...I said, 'you must have a good

reason,' but he did not give me a good reason. I began to tell him
about the Truth. He listened, and that is one good thing—an
atheist listens. I talked to him for maybe a half-hour. It seems
to me after that, he kept coming to the meetings...a little while
ago, when he was talking to my wife, he said, 'Herman is my
godfather.' Apparently, I identify that with being the one who
helped him come to the Truth. Now, I think because he made this
conversion, accepted Jesus as a Redeemer, believed his
heavenly Father to be his father, that his heavenly Father will
help him in this situation, and he will get his reward for
becoming a new creature."
Truth Heals Loss of Son
Br. Mike Patrick, Miami Valley Bible Students, Ohio
"I feel very fortunate to be in this testimony meeting. It is one
of the best I have had the privilege to be a party to. It is a sad
occasion but I am so glad to be here for all the outpouring of
emotion. I can relate to this loss. It was 19 years ago when I lost
a son. I would say that that loss brought me into the Truth. It is
a little different twist. I do not know had I not lost that boy, that
the need for the Truth would have been there. I would just like
to say that the Truth got me through that. I can remember waking
up at 4:00 a.m. crying over an 8x10 picture. I can remember that
vividly. I thank the Lord for this privilege of testifying. and I ask
an interest in your prayers..."
Lord has Answer for Sorrow and Grief
Br. Moses Ashiegbu, Nigeria
"This way is never easy for us. I want to tell you that you are not
alone in afflictions that always come to the children of God. I
was just coming into the Truth in 1978-80. I came out from
Assemblies of God. In 1982, I lost my baby child. Then, my wife
was still with Assemblies of God. I was asked to call the Pastor.
I called him, and he came to the hospital and told my wife he was
going to revive the child. He prayed and prayed and prayed, and
then he accused me because I left Assemblies of God, that was
why the child died. The angel of God had come to wake up the
child, but he saw me and went back. The death of the child was
placed on me. He asked me to come back to the Assemblies of
God, and I told him, no way.' The Lord overruled. In 1983, my
wife came out from the Assemblies of God and joined me in the
Truth. I am trying to tell you that the road is not rosy. It is very,
very narrow. But with God, I think we shall sail through. Last
year, I lost my wife. My testimony also would have been to thank
the brethren in the United States of America. Since we entered
into this country, they have been receiving us and there have
been so many hosts. I want to thank each and every one of them,
and all of you for your loving kindness towards us. The
testimonies of the brethren here have made me come out with my
own sorrow and grief. I have hope that in every problem we are
facing this side of the veil, the Lord has the answer and has
promised not to leave us alone until the end of everything."
Brethren in Like Tragedies Understand
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick, Chicago, Illinois
"I think in some ways that this lesson we have been experiencing
through the death of Jim is the most important lesson of the
convention. It is what the Kingdom and the Truth are all about.
When I heard Br. Machacek's testimony, I was touched because
he was one who could truly comfort the Buchheits at this time.
Those who have lost a child—they are the ones who can really
understand. The rest of us can only feel it in a different way.
There are some who have lost children. Just looking around, I
saw Br. and Sr. Olchowy with their son Paul, and the Moores with
See Brethren next page

19

Conventions
"Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth."

Psa. 149:1,6

1996

1997

October 6 Bellingham, Washington.

March 28-30, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Winnipeg Bible Students

Little Northwest
Fellowship Sunday, Best Western Lakeway Inn, 714 Lakeway
Drive; Theme text: Jer. 6:16,17; three speakers. Programs/
information from Evelyn Stewart, Secretary: 10601 NE 197th
Street, Bothell, WA 98011-2426. Phone (206) 486-8792.

Annual. Five Speakers. Programs/information from Secretary:
Br. Greg Carpenter, 130 Helmsdale Ave., Winnipeg, MB
Canada, R2K OV7 Phone: (204) 669-6704.

April 12,13 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
Joint ManitobaSaskatchewan, Travelodge Motel, 4177 Albert Street, (306)
586-3443. Programs/information from Winnipeg Bible
Students, 130 Helmsdale Ave., Winnipeg, MB Canada, R2K
OV7 Phone: (204) 669-6704.

October 12-14 Regina, Saskatchewan.

October 25-27 Connellsville, Pennsylvania.

Connellsville
Bible Students' Annual, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA. Five
speakers. Contact: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive,
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone (412) 258-2585.

November 28 - December 1 Akron, Ohio.

Akron Bible
Students Ecclesia. Holiday Inn, 1-77 & Rt. 18, Montrose, OH.
Study topic: "Begetting, Anointing, Quickening & Adoption
with regards to the New Creation." Programs/information from
Secretary: Mrs. John Ashley, 424 Foursome Avenue, Akron,
Ohio 44313. Phone (330) 869-6177.

City Ecclesia's Pre-Memorial. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs.
A.T. Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave., New Castle, DE 19720
Phone (302) 328-7673.

April 26,27, San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students
Ecclesia, Omega Center, 216, W. Highland, Boerne, 1'X (210)
223-5948. Details from Secretary: Verna Hopstetter, 166
Fennel Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213. Phone (210) 344-1836.
May 3,4, Detroit, Michigan. Associated Bible Students of
Metro Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500 Middlebelt,
Garden City, MI. Secretary: Mrs. Henry Kwolek, 38321
Richland, Livonia, MI 48150-2443. Phone (313) 464-2122.
May 24,25, St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St.
Louis Annual. Holiday Inn at 1-55 & Butler Hill Road.
Information from Secretary: Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek
Drive, St. Louis, MO 63129. Phone (314) 846-6861, Fax: (314)
846-6888, e-mail: PKRobinson@aol.com

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant is to be established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures. Tabernacle
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in
1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

Brethren

year. I just briefly saw him, and Br. Ray was chairing the next
meeting. Before we began, he said, 'excuse me, brethren, just
one moment please.' His son Jim came to him and he said, 'I have
to say good-bye.' He gave his son a hug before he departed. He
just took the time to show he cared...The one comforting thing
that the Buchheits can think upon is that their son will not have
to go through the severest time of Armageddon. But, I can
visualize Br. Ray being an instrument of the resurrection."

From page 18

their son, Todd, who was in that terrible motorcycle crash three
years ago. He is living, but he has been injured severely from it.
The Machaceks, Sr. Lyn York who was here yesterday, Br. Mike
Patrick, Tim and Anna Alexander with their two precious
daughters Olivia and Elizabeth. I thought of the brethren in
Poland when they lost the young brother driving home from the
convention. He was in his twenties. I thought of the sister in the
Ukraine who lost a five year-old son at the convention when they
were cleaning the pots and pans and the little boy fell in the
boiling water. They took him to the hospital and the hospital
gave him the wrong medication and killed him. I thought about
brethren in Romania—the family that was killed on their way to
a convention by a truck—and the brethren in Australia and their
son...It is the one thing that unites us, not just the brethren but the
world—all of us. If nothing else, I hope the lesson I get from
Jim's death is to preach the Kingdom—to tell others that are
mourning that there is hope..."

We Sorrow Not as Others—But Still Weep
Sr. Joanne Lonske, Columbus, Ohio:
"All that has transpired has brought two scriptures to my mind.
One is 'we sorrow not as others who have no hope,' and 'Jesus
wept.' We still sorrow. It is a loss. He is not someone who was
among us frequently, but that is something that brings another
thing to mind. He was in one of our meetings one time this past

Afflicted

From page 2

"Mother believed in the resurrection as she was born to
consecrated parents in the Truth. She looked forward to 'sitting
under her vine and fig tree.' (Micah 4:4) Her brother 98 shares
the same earthly hope. Consecrated among her survivors are
myself, two granddaughters: Sr. Rebecca Hess, Sr. Rachel
Kopak, and a niece Sr. Jewel Swift."

■

Br. Gerald Monette (317 E. Parker Ave, Madison Heights, MI
48071-2843) was injured at work on August 27 when he fell
from a height of 12 feet, breaking a heel bone as he landed on his
foot. He will be wearing a cast for almost six weeks.

■ Br. Walter Kendra (475 Truman Street, Kent City, MI 49330)
recently broke a bone in his right leg and is wearing a walking cast. ❑
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In This Issue

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible

New Brethren
Sr. Norby Dies
Eastern Europe
Many Questions—Toronto
Harvest in Romania
Nigerian Brother Afflicted

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell. and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writin es.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

