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A Funeral: Grand Witness in Moldova 

Br. Costea and Sr. Ana lachim of Tantareni, 
Moldova, related the following story to Br. 
Allen Springer during a recent visit. The 
Lord's overruling providence in this 
experience resulted in a large witness to the 
Truth. Ed. 

An elderly man and his son attending 
meetings in Tantareni from time to time 
showed a growing interest in the Truth. 
When their attendance stopped suddenly, 
the brethren became concerned and went to 
visit them. The man's wife—a staunch 
Orthodox Catholic—learning of her 
husband's heresy had promptly forbidden 
them to attend any such meetings again. 
Her excuse was: "It is your duty to tend to 
the animals when I am at Church." 

The brethren visited several times, and 
discussed many Truth subjects. On their 
final visit, the conversation turned to an 
unusual topic: funeral arrangements. Some 
concern was felt that a Truth funeral might 
not be possible when the time came. Oppo-
sition was sure to come from the man's 
wife. He confidently stated: "The Lord will 
take care of that!" 

A short time after that, the man, while 
walking on the street, was struck by a 

Greetings in the Lord 

Another year fmds the Lord's people still 
engaged in Harvest work despite the 
deepening trouble upon the world. Looking 
back we can praise the Lord for his 
overruling providences, and can look ahead 
with confidence for "He who keepeth Israel 
neither slumbers nor sleeps." 

The Newsletter sponsors cherish the privi-
lege of serving the brethren this year as we 
have tried to do for the past 24 years. In 
1990 newfound brethren in Romania were 
brought into the larger brotherhood. Five 
years later, the experiences of a Moldovan 
couple and a son of Romanian brethren 
occupy this page. 

May the Lord count us worthy to retain 
the Truth and proclaim it faithfully to the 
end, is our prayer. 

"Thou crownest the year with thy good-
ness." Psa. 65:11  

passing car and killed. His wife went to the 
Orthodox priest on Sunday evening after 
the accident and made arrangements to have 
the funeral on Tuesday at 1 p.m. There was 
no indication of any problems with the 
arrangements until two hours 
before the service was to begin. 
The priest informed the wife that 
his central authorities had for-
bidden him to conduct the fu-
neral service. "Your faith has 
been defiled with other sects." 
(Bible Students) 

There is little doubt that this 
was an attempt to shame the 
family. By waiting until the last 
moment it was virtually impos-
sible to make other arrange-
ments. Funerals in Moldova are 
held at the home of the deceased. 
Friends and neighbors gather 
early to pay their last respects. The priest 
refused to let the family barrow the equip-
ment necessary for transporting and lower-
ing the casket saying this would "defile" it. 
In desperation, the wife asked the son to 
approach the Bible Students about conduct-
ing the service. 

Br. Cristian Crisan expresses his gratitude 
for the lovingkindness of the American 
brethren in the following letter which could 
not be used in its entirety. 

For twelve weeks I had the privilege of 
being with the Lord's people every day on 

Br. Cristian Crisan, Sr. Agatha Pearson 

With less than two hours to make all the 
necessary arrangements, the brethren moved 
quickly. A sister in the class was able to 
borrow the equipment for a funeral through 
her parents who are Baptists. Br. Costea 

arrived home and quickly assembled a hand-
ful of brethren to accompany him to the 
funeral. Miraculously, the service started 
on time. 

Each of the three elders of this little class 
had the privilege of giving a public witness 

See Moldova page 2 

my first visit overseas. I never dreamed that 
I would visit the American brethren at such 
a young age. Only by the Lord's grace, and 
with the financial support of his people, was 
this unique opportunity made possible. 

I experienced the love of Christ among 
his people, manifested in their consecrated 
lives, and their studies of the Truth. It is 
remarkable to experience such love, joy 
and faith from brethren in a country where 
"Mammon" is God. I believe that the Lord 
overruled my visit to the U.S. in giving me 
a view that the brethren all over the world 
are passing through different yet difficult 
experiences. 

Due to an oversight by the airlines my 
journey began a day late. I had failed to 
secure a transit visa for Germany. Nor-
mally, the delay could have been several 
days. This was the first of many miracles 

See Romania page 2 

A Romanian Recounts Visit to U.S. 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 

"He heareth the cry of the afflicted. When he giveth quietness, who then can make trouble." Job 34:28,29 

■ Sr. Vanessa Stillwell (General Delivery, Bomoseen, VT 05732) 
"Blossoming in the wilderness" is how Sr. Karole Doran views Sr. 
Vanessa's isolation in the 12 years of 18 she has been consecrated. 
Her start in the narrow way was a knock on the door in 1975 by Srs. 
Joy Thompson (then Suraci) and Ruth Cunningham (then Koterba) 
colporteuring in Louisville, Kentucky. When they left, she continued 
her studies with Sr. Karole and attended the New Albany Ecclesia 
until 1983 when her husband moved the family to Vermont. 

Since that time, Sr. Vanessa and Sr. Karole have continued their 
studies by telephone covering Volumes 2,3,4,5 and back to Vol-
ume 1. In addition, the Lord has provided audio tapes, letters and 
visits by brethren passing through. When she became, of necessity, 
the family provider, the Lord supplied health, employment and 
benefits. Cards, letters, phone calls, and a continued interest in 
prayer are all a delight and deeply appreciated by Sr. Vanessa. 

■ Br. Moses Ashiegbu (5, Ogbara Street, Lowa Estate, Ikorodu 
Lagos, Nigeria), bereaved by the death of his wife Sr. Charity 
writes: "...With heavy heart I inform you of the death of my 
beloved and dear wife. I thank the Almighty Father in heaven since 
he permitted me at this time to drink this bitter [cup]. May it bring 
glory and honor to his name. 

"At the graveside Br. Cajetan, a deacon from the Ibadan class, 
gave the testimony and readthe sermon, When a Man Dies.' Many 
in the crowd were blessed, and we distributed tracts and booklets.. 
Indeed, the Lord is comforting me and my children... 

"At this harvest season, may the good Lord continue his work 
and may his presence continue marching on for our good and 
praises to his name. Though the road is getting harder, by his grace, 
he will sustain us according to his promises..."  

■ Sr. Isabelle Baker (40 West Penn, Shelbyville, IN 46176) is 
bereaved by the death of her son William at age 39. Raised in the 
Baptist church, Bill was a firm believer in eternal torment and 
rebuffed Sr. Isabelle' s attempts, later in life, to tell him of God's 
plan for all mankind. His opposition to truth was shown in his last 
letter accusing her of being a Russellite and a cult member. Bill had 
been estranged from the family for years, but the Lord overruled 
that his death on October 10, was immediately reported to Sr. 
Isabelle, who made arrangements for a truth witness at his funeral. 

Faith in the resurrection sustains Sr. Isabelle now. Both she and 
Br. John appreciate the brethren's sympathy, prayers and cards. 

■Sr. Irene Green, (700 S. Roys Avenue, Columbus, Ohio 43204) 
of the Columbus Ecclesia treasures the cards and phone calls she 
receives from the brethren, they are like gold to her. Stricken by 
a terminal ailment, Sr. Irene is a wonderful example to her family 
and Ecclesia. She says the Lord has kept every promise to her, and 
she claims them everyday... 

Unable to attend every Sunday meeting, she rejoices to have the 
Wednesday meetings in her home which are a source of blessing to 
her and all. Isaiah 26:3 is a precious promise she cherishes, also the 
poem, "Lean Hard Dear Child" in Poems of Dawn. 

■ Sr. Martha Duhaime (263 Randall Road, Lebanon, CT 06249-
2628) fell at home on October 29, breaking both wrists. In her 
condition, one can only imagine the difficulties in performing 
ordinary tasks day after day which Sr. Martha is enduring. No 
doubt, the Lord's help is sought hourly. 

Sr. Martha is the mother of Brs. George and A. J., both of 
Lebanon. ❑ 

Moldova From page 1 
to the Truth. At the home of the deceased 
a group of more than 100 heard a discourse 
based on the Volume 6 outline for such a 
service. Large quantities of the booklet 
Comfort and Consolation and other tracts 
were offered "only to those genuinely inter-
ested in reading them." All of the booklets 
were taken, with requests for more. 

On the way to the grave it is customary 
for the procession to stop on the street. The 
people come out of their houses and busi-
ness establishments to hear the minister 
give a sermon. The "sermon" they heard on 
this occasion was quite different than usual. 
A woman school teacher who was passing 
by, and two other couples who attended the 
service, have a continuing interest in the 
Truth as a result of this witness. A fmal 
Truth message was given at the grave. 

How inspiring to reflect on the confident 
faith expressed in the statement: "The Lord 
will take care of that!" What irony that the 
very one who opposed such a service should 
come to the brethren and ask them to con-
duct it! The damaging blow that the priest 
intended against the Truth became the power 
that advanced it. Truly "the wrath of man 
shall praise him!" ❑ 

Romania From page 1 
the Lord worked on my behalf. My first 
view of the U.S. was at Kennedy Airport in 
New York. Everything was so big, so 
mechanized—stairs, walkways. I saw 
Daniel's prophecy fulfilled here more than 
any other place: Many running to and fro. 

Br. Allen Springer met me at the Cincin-
nati airport and I had my first experience 
traveling on "the Interstate." At first I was 
afraid of so many big trucks, so close to us, 
and everyone going so fast. But this feeling 
disappeared after a couple of days. I was 
very tired after 22 hours on the plane. Just 
before leaving I had many difficult exams 
in the University. 

My first two weeks were spent with the 
brethren in Miami Valley Ecclesia. While 
there I recorded the new translation of Vol-
ume 1 onto audio cassette. During those 
two weeks we attended eight meetings in 
western Ohio. I will always remember my 
first meeting in the U.S. It was in the home 
of Sr. Agatha Pearson. We studied from the 
Permission of Evil chapter in Volume 1 
followed by a testimony meeting. 

We spent an evening in Detroit with the 
brethren of Oakland County Bible Students. 
I enjoyed the study very much. I could see 
the same Truth is reaching hearts every- 

where. The brief time I spent with Br. Ric 
and Sr. Ruth Cunningham was very inspir-
ing. I was impressed by the immense 
witness work conducted by the brethren 
there. 

In Grand Rapids for the International 
Youth Seminar, I met many new brethren, 
including the Trzeciak family. I learned 
much about the Truth. I would like to 
personally thank all who helped the young 
people from Eastern Europe be there. It was 
refreshing to be able to speak in my native 
tongue with the other 9 Romanians present. 

Following the seminar was the Dawn 
General Convention, also in Grand Rapids 
area. The fellowship was special, and being 
in the choir singing praises to our heavenly 
Father was a special blessing. 

On August 4th we started West. Br. 
Michael and Sr. Nannette Nekora took me 
and three other Europeans on a three-week 
trip planned in every detail. We visited 
brethren and saw many wonders of God's 
creation. Some of our stops included the 
Hagensick "hotel" in Chicago, Mt. 
Rushmore, the Badlands, the Moore family 
ranch and Yellowstone National Park. 

We decided not to try to meet with 
another group of brethren also at 

See Romania page 15 



Sr. Charity Ashiegbu 

Br. Edward Pockowski 
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Entered Into Rest 
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith." 2 Tim. 4:7 

■ Sr. Charity Ashiegbu of Ikorodu Lagos, Nigeria finished her 
consecrated walk on July 14 at the age of 51 years. She was the 
mother of nine children. Her husband Br. Moses writes: "She 

joined me in the Truth and 
Faith in 1984 when she pulled 
away from the Assemblies of 
God Church; she was a 
faithful wife and sister." 

Surviving besides her hus-
band Br. Moses, (seeAfflicted,) 
are three sons: Michael, Chidl 
W. Ikechukwu; six daughters: 
Ndidi, Ugochi, Chibuzor, 
Tochi - all bearing the family 
name Ashiegbu - and Grace 
Enweremadu. 

Funeral arrangements in- 
cluded: a Christian wake; 
Lying in State in her home 
town, Ihiagwa Owerri, Imo- 
State; Service and interment. 

The obituary carried these words: "With deep sorrow and 
gratitude to God for a life well spent, the family...regrets to 
announce the untimely death of our beloved wife and mother..." 

■ Sr. Janie Prutzman, of St. Louis, Missouri, finished her course 
at age 85, on September 29, of heart failure. She had not recovered 
fully from a hip replacement two years before. Sr. Janie was reared 
in a Truth home by a faithful mother as her example. She gave her 
life to the Lord at an early age studying and believing the Harvest 
message for over 60 years. She was a widow the last ten years, 
maintaining her home till her death. She was a member of the St. 
Louis Bible Student Ecclesia for many years, serving as its 
secretary and pianist. She will be greatly missed as she was helpful 
in the studies knowing the Scriptures well. 

She leaves: two daughters, three grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. Br. Edmund Jezuit officiated by her request. The 
majority at the service were outside friends who had not heard the 
message before. A grandson, 16 years of age, expressed apprecia-
tion of the message and a woman employee of the funeral home sat 
in the service and gladly accepted a "Hope" booklet afterwards. 

■ Br. Norman Coats of Livingston, Texas, died on his birthday 
Friday, October 20 at a hospital in Lufkin. He had been 
hospitalized for several weeks in Livingston and expected to be 
released, when suddenly he had symptoms of developing 
pneumonia and was transferred to the larger hospital. 

Though he had suffered from failing eyesight for a number of 
years, he lived alone and had anticipated a family celebration of his 
90th birthday the weekend he died. 

He was the son of the late Br. Sam T. Coats; both had been 
regular members of the Houston Bible Students. Years ago Br. 
Norman served the class as an elder until he was unable to travel 
the two-hour trip to Houston. The father and son ran S.T. Coats and 
Son, a surveying and timber estimating business, for over sixty 
years. Survivors include daughters Norma Slater of Livingston and 
Paula Hoer of Leesville, Louisiana; seven grandchildren, nine 
great-grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren. 

■ Br. Antoni Schab, Bilgoraj, Poland, a brother very active in the 
Truth, has died. He leaves two sons: Br. Andrzej in the New York 
Polish class, and Br. Henryk of the Krakow, Poland area. 

■ Br. Antoine Papajak of Lens, France has finished his earthly 
course of many years. In the Truth for a lifetime, he was very 
active: an elder to the class at Lens, France, the editor of a Bible 
Students magazine (published both in French and Polish) and a 
frequent contributor of articles to Beauties of the Truth magazine. 
He served several ecclesias in the U.S. on trips to America. 

He is survived by Br. Simone, his brother who is active in the 
work with the Jews in Israel. Br. Papajak never married. 

■ Sr. Ruth Hagensick of Monona, Iowa entered into rest on 
September 29, the result of an auto accident in her city. She was 
86 years of age, and had been consecrated from the mid-forties 
having received a witness from her husband Br. Amos (died '86). 

Her nephew Br. Carl Hagensick recalls attending the small class 
of eight with his Aunt Ruth in Elkater, Iowa where he grew up. He 
said she was a diligent correspondent and this, coupled with 
listening to taped convention discourses, furnished some edifica-
tion in her isolation. To impress the lessons, Sr. Ruth had 
handwritten verbatim in a book the numerous taped discourses and 
many of the letters received from brethren back to 1969. Br. Carl 
has this book in his possession. 

Sr. Ruth was a miracle of grace, overcoming cancer in her 
thirties by use of an alternative method which the Lord blessed, 
thus extending her time. Br. Tom Ruggirello was privileged to 
give her last witness for the Lord in Monona. 

■ Sr. Florence Adamski Ligocki of Plainfield, Illinois, finished 
her consecrated life July 12. She was raised by consecrated parents 
and was a zealous student of the Bible. She had suffered with 
cancer for many years. 

Her son Robert and daughter-in-law Sandy wrote of her: "She 
was very much at peace with God and ready to join him in his 
kingdom. We will miss her very much. She has been a major part 
of this family. Her children, grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren are a tribute to her strength and love." 

■ Br. Edward Pockowski, 
Danielson, Connecticut died 
March 8 at the age of 85 years. 
His widow Sr. Bertha (PO 
Box 214, Danielson, CT 
06239) said he was a loving 
father to his five stepchildren 
who survive him. Brought up 
in the Truth Br. Edward 
consecrated 48 years ago. 

This photo was overlooked 
when listing his obituary in 
the Fall issue. The personal 
warmth it conveys will he a 
poignant reminder of another 
dear one gone from our midst. 

■ Br. Czeslew Suchanek, Bielsko-Biala, Poland, an extremely 
active brother in the work, has died. He is survived by his wife Sr. 
Urszula, and two sons: Br. Pawel an elder, and Br. Mirek who 
stayed with one of the Gowyrluk families in Canada for a period 
of time but is now in Krakow, Poland. 

Br. Suchanek made one pilgrimage to the U.S. where he served 
with very dramatic discourses. ❑ 



We Weep . . . And Hope . . . 
As Jesus wept over the grave of Lazarus, so 

we all weep with those whose lives were 
affected by the tragic train crash in Fox River 
Grove. Our heartfelt sympathies go out to them. 
We all wonder why a God of love permits such 
seemingly senseless tragedies, especially to 
those who are so young, with a promising life 
ahead of them. 

We believe that it is only "through patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures that we might have 
hope." We do believe that the Bible has 
satisfying answers to both the questions of death 
and the permission of evil. 

While we do not desire to intrude upon the 
grief of any, we would like to share some of the 
Bible's rich promises ... and its hopes . . . with 
any who would find it comforting. Therefore we 
would like to send a free copy of the booklet, 
Comfort and Consolation, to those who so 
desire. 

If you would like a copy of this Scripture-
filled booklet simply drop a card in the mail to: 
Chicago Bible Students, P.O. Box 6016, 
Chicago, IL 60680 or call us at 708-687-5450. 

THE TABERNACLE IN THE WILDERNESS 

/ - _ 
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DO YOU KNOW that the Tabernacle was used by the Israelites 
for religious services during their 40 years in the wilderness? 

DO YOU KNOW that the religious services in the Tabernacle 
were "a shadow of good things to come?" (Heb. 8: 5; 10: 1) 
DO YOU KNOW that the whole nation of Israel with its laws and 
religious services and ceremonies depicted God's Plan of 
salvation? 

Send for a FREE copy: "Tabernacle Shadows of the Better 

Sacrifices" a 132-page hardbound book which explains the 

significance of the various services and their relationship to 

God's Plan of the Ages. 
West Suburban Bible Students P.O. Box 654 Villa Park, H. 60181 
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Harvest News 
"He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eternal." John 4:36 

Ads Get Attention in Chicago Sun-Times 
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia reacted 
quickly to the tragic train-school bus collision 
October 22, in Chicago. Two days later its 
editorial ad (opposite) ran in the Sun-Times. 
Both a phone number and an address were listed; 
64 calls came in and about 40 requests by mail. 
`It was the most successful ad ever placed by the 
class," a brother said. 

West Suburban Bible Students of Illinois 
placed this attractive display ad of "The 
Tabernacle" (bottom right) on November 17 in 
the Sun Times. Tabernacle Shadows was offered 
and thirty-five requests were received in the first 
week. 

Also in a recent ad - "Earth's Seven Creative 
Days" - the booklet, "In the Beginning" (the first 
chapter of Volume 6) was offered. Twenty-five 
copies were requested. 
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Harvest News 

John Paul II - World Statesman - in Bible Prophecy 
On this page are texts of two ads placed by 
the Bible Students Congregation of New 
Brunswick in two newspapers, on the 
occasion of the Pope's recent visit. Both 
offered the booklet Antichrist. 

WHEN John Paul speaks, world leaders 
listen. Why did the Pope speak at the UN? 
The UN is a forum for leaders of 
governments, not churches. Why did 
President Clinton make a special trip to 
have a private meeting with the Pope? All 
heads of state are eager to meet with Pope 
John Paul II (Time, August23, 1993). Why? 
Because he is not just the head of a church, 
the Vatican is the capital of the Papal State. 
The Vatican claims to be both the spiritual 
and civil Kingdom of God on earth. 
Through his priesthood, the Pope has an 
intelligence gathering network that is the 
envy of every government. John Paul II 
plays power politics with a skill that awes 
world leaders. Nations are eager to 
exchange ambassadors with the Vatican. 

Pope John Paul and former President 
Reagan successfully plotted the downfall of 
the Communist Empire (Time, February  

24, 1992). During this clandestine cam-
paign Archbishop Pio Lashi said to the U.S. 
diplomat, Vernon Walters, "It is a very 
complex situation...listen to the Holy Fa-
ther (Pope). We have 2,000 years' experi-
ence at this." It was further observed, "Step 
by reluctant step, the Soviets and the Com-
munist government of Poland bowed to the 
pressure imposed by the Pope and the Presi-
dent." 

A New World Order 

In his book, The Keys of This Blood - Pope 
John Paul II Versus Russia and the West for 
Control of the New World Order, Dr. 
Malachi Martin, a Vatican insider, friend 
and advisor to Pope John Paul, defines this 
New World Order as follows: 

"John Paul's goal is a geopolitical struc-
ture for the society of nations designed and 
maintained according to the ethical plans 
and doctrinal outlines of Christianity as 
taught and propagated by the Roman pon-
tiff as the vicar of Christ." 

The following statement of John Paul 
appeared in the New York Times, April 21, 
1990. "A united Europe is no longer a 

dream. It is not utopian memory from the 
Middle Ages. The events that we are wit- 
nessing show that this goal can be reached." 

Papacy's claim to be the Kingdom of 
God on earth reached its zenith during this 
Holy Roman Empire of the Middle Ages. 
No matter how altruistic the motives, many 
Christians believe any attempt to establish 
the Kingdom of God before Christ's return 
is identified in Scripture as the work of 
"antichrist." 

In the Bible, the Greek word translated 
antichrist means instead of Christ, not 
against Christ. This fact motivated Luther 
and other reformers to identify the Papacy 
as the "little horn" of Daniel 7 and 8 and the 
antichrist - "beast" of Revelation 13. This 
historic Protestant view holds that antichrist 
is a system, not an individual, which thrives 
during the Christian Age. 

A New World Order attempted by the 
churches will again spell disaster. On its 
ruins Christ, not the churches, will set up the 
Kingdom of God that will bring peace and 
equity to all. (Rev. 13-22; Psa. 46) 
The Home News-Tribune, October 23,1995 

Antichrist 

For about as long as Christians have been 
following Christ, they have been looking 
for Antichrist. Although the Apostle John 
spoke of many antichrists, he spoke of one 
in particular. Paul also said, "The mystery 
of iniquity" was already working in the 
church. 

The thought of anti in the original lan-
guage is not so much "against" as "in place 
of." What deception could take the place of 
Christ - "the anointed"? Jesus Christ has an 
anointed body, his church which will rule in 
his Kingdom. So, has such a counterfeit - in 
place of the true Christ - come yet? 

Has there been any church in the past 
with a powerful head that claimed to be 
Christ's Kingdom on earth ruling the na-
tions? Is this church with such a powerful 
head still around hoping to reinstate its 
power in world politics? 

It is no secret that for 300 years Protes- 

tants had identified the papacy as the Anti-
christ. (But ironically for some reason, 
Protestants have accepted the idea of a 
Counter-Reformation writer - the Catholic 
Jesuit Ribera - that Antichrist is one man!) 
The Scriptures indicate, however, though 
papacy will enjoy a brief resurgence of 
influence and power in the near future, true 
Christians will not be deceived. Christ will 
triumph over the Antichrist. 
Newark Star Ledger - October 18, 1995 

The two ads received a total of fifty 
responses - all requesting the literature 
offered. Of this number, four were much 
opposed to the concept of antichrist being a 
system, rather than an individual. Two 
others were in agreement with the text and 
requested the address of the Bible Students' 
meeting place. The others expressed a 
variety of opinions between the two. 

Armageddon Delayed 

LONDON (Reuter) - Armageddon has been 
delayed and the end of the world is no 
longer nigh, say Jehovah's witnesses. 

Charles Russell...first forecast the world 
would end in 1914. Two more "false alarms" 
occurred in 1925 and 1975 and now the 
movement has decided not to give any more 
exact forecasts on Judgement Day when it 
believes only its followers will be saved. 

Senior church figures, cited in its official 
Watchtower magazine, called for an end to 
Armageddon speculation. "We do not need 
to know the exact timing of events," they 
said in a decision reported by the Indepen-
dent Sunday newspaper. "Rather our focus 
must be on being watchful, cultivating strong 
faith and keeping busy in Jehovah's ser-
vice." 

The above news brief from the secular 
press is not suprising to Bible Students. 
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How the Foundation 
Functions 

The following gives helpful information on 
the Foundation and how to apply for aid by 
those in need. We are glad to cooperate, 
and note that all are asked to read it 
carefully. Ed. 

Administration 

The Bible Students Aid Foundation was 
established in 1986 as a non-profit, 
philanthropic trust for the benefit of Bible 
Students and is administered anonymously 
by three trustees through the trust 
department of a Louisville, Kentucky bank. 
The trustees are Bible Student elders 
residing in three geographic areas of the 
United States. Their decisions are carried 
out by the bank in order to maintain the 
anonymous character of the Foundation's 
work. The elders of the New Albany 
Ecclesia function as information liaisons 
between the brethren and the trustees for the 
sake of anonymity. The New Albany elders 
need not know, and prefer not to know, the 
specifics of any case, including the names 
of those in need. Confidentiality should 
always exist between applicants and 
trustees. Thus all Applications for aid 
should be sent Directly to the Bank as 
stated on the application form. Thus, also, 
all correspondence will carry a Louisville 
postmark. 

Applications 

Applications may be made on behalf of 
others or directly by those in need. (We 
prefer the latter.) The official form must be 
used. The New Albany elders function to 
explain any questions which brethren may 
have concerning applications. The forms 
may be requested from the New Albany 
Ecclesia (given at end) and may be 
duplicated by any who wish to make copies. 
Ecclesias may wish to request forms to keep 
on hand. Revised Forms (dated 10/95 at 
the bottom) are now to be used. Old forms 
should be discarded. The trustees have 
found it necessary to have all applications 
accompanied by a letter from a Bible 
Student elder trusted by the applicant 
(unless it is an elder who is applying for 
another). This has become necessary as the 
trustees cannot possibly know personally 
all who apply. 

It is important that brethren allow 
enough time for the processing of requests 
for aid. (Normally, three weeks are needed.) 
Last minute, rush processing is very diffi-
cult due to the distant locations and sched- 

ules of the trustees as well as the involve-
ment of the bank's trust department. 

Monetary Policy 

The Foundation maintains a trust. The 
principal of the trust produces income from 
which disbursements (which are tax 
exempt) are normally made. The principal 
is left as untouched as possible, although 
the trustees are permitted to disburse a 
certain percentage of the principal if 
needed. (This Is done from time to time.) 
All donations from brethren to the 
Foundation go directly into the principal. 
All donations are tax deductible and should 
be sent directly to the bank but made out to 
the Bible Students Aid Foundation. 
Reports are given annually in the Bible 
Students Newsletter. In these reports, 
disbursements usually exceed 
contributions but it does not mean there is a 
shortfall. All contributions go into 
principal which generates income from 
which disbursements are made. The Lord 
has so overruled that the needed funds are 
almost exactly the available funds. 
Donations to the Foundation return to the 
principal monies which the trustees, on 
occasion, must extract from. 

What the Foundation Does 
Not Do 

The Foundation is not blessed with the 
ability to dispense gross amounts for major 
disasters. It can only supply limited help for 
temporary emergencies. The brethren are 
encouraged, as much as it is possible, to 
carry insurance against major losses and 
expenses. The Foundation, by it's charter, 

This annual report for the Romanian Fund 
covers the period from Nov. 30, 1994 to 
Nov. 30, 1995. Two trips to Romania and 
Moldova were funded during that period. 

The largest single expenditure was over 
$4,000 for a video projector to be used at 
conventions and public witness efforts. 

A complete desktop publishing system 
was purchased for use by the Moldovan 
brethren, primarily for translation of Br. 
Russell's writings into the Russian lan-
guage. For the first time it was possible to 
purchase this equipment in Romania rather 
than transporting it from the United States. 
Additional equipment and supplies were 
also purchased locally by means of the 
fund. A large proportion of monies ex-
pended were in support of the publishing  

cannot fund witness work, fund tuition, 
make loans, supply help on an ongoing 
basis to any one individual, make grants to 
ecclesias, or make grants to persons outside 
our fellowship. 

Addresses 

Application forms may be obtained from 
the New Albany Ecclesia, P.O. Box 197, 
New Albany, IN 47151-0197. Information 
may be obtained by contacting either of the 
following New Albany elders: 

Dudley Chastain 
3390 S. State Highway 7 

North Vernon, IN 47265-7999 
(812) 346-7683 

David S. Doran 
6506 Watch Hill Road 

Louisville, KY 40228-1369 
(502) 239-3684 

All applications should be Fully Filled Out 
and mailed (or Faxed) directly to the bank: 

Bible Students Aid Foundation 
Charitable & Endowment 

Management Services 
PNC Bank, Kentucky, Inc. 

Louisville, KY 40296 
FAX: (502) 581-7167 

The Bank Should Never be 
Telephoned Directly! 

As always, the trustees appreciate all 
prayers on their behalf and all gifts of the 
brethren toward the aid of their fellow body 
members. ❑ 

effort. Funds were distributed for humani-
tarian aid both in Romania and Moldova. 
Other expenses covered in whole or in part 
by the fund include: Romanian Internet 
connection; purchase and transport of En-
glish Bible study aids; and various public 
witness activities. 

Nov. 30, 1994 Balance 675.80 

Deposits and Interest 20,876.21 

Expenses 18,884.03 

Nov. 30, 1995 Balance 2,667.98 

The fund is administered by Miami Val-
ley Bible Students Ecclesia, P. 0. Box 33, 
Centerville, OH 45441-0033. 

Romania Fund - Annual Report 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"Use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another." Gal. 5:13 

New Secretaries 

Groton/New London Class 
John Ruggirello 
74 Hawkins St. 
Danielson, CT 06239 
Phone: (860) 774-0117 

Portland Area Bible Students 
Andrea Schroeder 
10400 SE Cook Court sp. #123 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 
Phone: (503) 775-8188 
Fax: (503) 788-6871 
Email: WAS144@aol.com  

Salem Bible Students 
Millie Andrus 
5886 Cobalt Lp. S. E. 
Salem, OR 97306-3500 
Phone: (503) 362-6876 

Secretary - Address Change 

Fort Collins Bible Students 
LaVonne Ehrlich 
3300 Stanford Rd. #E-308 
Fort Collins, Co 80525 

Original Reprint Needed 

Br. John Baker has an incomplete set of the 
original Reprints of the Towers, missing 
Volume Six of the set. He has, however, 
two copies of Volume One. Anyone willing 
to trade or sell a Volume Six of the original 
Reprints to complete this set should 
contact: 

John Baker 
1571 Crest Drive 
Shelbyville, IN 46174 
Email: jbaker@ideanet.doe.state.in.us  

Printing in Chicago 

The Chicago Bible Students Republishing 
Committee is printing: 

1) Br. Anton Frey' s Notes (750 pages) on 
the Tabernacle 
2) A booklet: "Joy Cometh in the Morning" 
originally "The Divine Plan in Brief' of 
excerpts from the Divine Plan of the Ages 
3) "God's Kingdom," with 4-color cover 
and tear-out postcard as does #2 also 
4) Pastor Russell's Sermons 
5) Overland Monthly 

Available about March 1.  

Large Print Volumes 

The Battle of Armageddon and The 
Atonement between God and Man. are now 
available in large print at a cost of $4.00 
each, plus $1.00 for postage. 

Previously printed, large print books in-
clude Volumes I, II, and III; Tabernacle 
Shadows; Daily Heavenly Manna and Songs 
in the Night. These can be purchased for 
$2.00 each plus $1.00 for postage. 

Send orders to: Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia, P. O. Box 71, Piqua, OH 
45356. 

Worldwide Web - Home Page 

Chicago Bible Students announce a 
bonanza for "computer" brethren. Home 
Page currently carries short articles, the 
Hope Booklet in it's entirety, Convention 
Announcements. Also has Links which 
allow a person to research information from 
various libraries. Example of this would be 
the dead sea scrolls. By pressing a button 
you can access the files of the Pittsburgh 
College Library or the Vatican Library, etc. 

They plan to offer over 200 items in 
various sections of the page. There will be 
a section for books, comfort messages and 
an interactive service (like a bulletin board) 
for the brethren to ask each other questions. 

The address for the page is: 
HTTP://WWW.CHICAGOBIBLE.ORG  

Mrs. Charles Anderson, Jr. 
1935 Meadville St. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15214 

Mrs. Thomas Brooks 
1111 S. Lakemont Ave. 
Winter Park, FL 32792 

Bertha Hammond 
814 KY Home Life Bldg. 
Louisville, KY 40202 

Spyros G. Korkos 
218 N Surrey Ave. # 2 
Ventnor City, NJ 08406-1866 

Daniel McCoy 
29 Spring Garden Ave. 
Norwich, CT 06360-6215 

Mrs. Irma Nochta 
2300 Plaza Ave. NE 518 
Warren, Ohio 44485-3551 

Harvest Truth DataBase 
Windows Version 

Harvest Truth DataBase for Windows will 
be available in late January, 1996. Studies 
in the Scriptures, Original Towers from 
1900-1916, New Testament Comments and 
other materials included require 
approximately 60MB of free space. 
Additional writings of Pastor Russell will 
be released as they become available. 

Installation via 3-1/2" 1.44MB diskettes. 
The only cost is for forwarding postage to 
the next person on the list. Order from: 

Allen Springer 
5477 Northcutt Place 
Dayton, Ohio 45414 
Email: ags1874  @ aol .com 

Orders will not be accepted by phone. 

Br. David Kahn is now solely responsible 
for the DOS version of HTDB which is not 
compatible with the Windows version. All 
orders or inquiries respecting the DOS 
version should be directed to Br. Kahn. 

Manna Text Calendar 1996 

Will be mailed in December. If you are not 
on list and want to be, contact: Carl 
Hagensick, 2929 Hillside Lane, Darien, IL 
60561. Phone (708) 910-1060. 

Mrs. Michael Pawlikowski 
do Nora Murphy 
PO Box 2040 
Haverhill, MA 01831-3040 

Louie Popejoy 
4016 Tuttle Ave. 
Terre Haute, IN 47805 

Mrs. John Richardson 
PO Box 2274 
Shawnee Mission, KS 66201-1274 

SFC Luis Rivera 
BCO 4th BN 8th Cavalry 
APO New York, NY 09191 

Karl Wilk 
Erie County Home 
11580 Walden Ave. #105-E 
Alden, NY 14004 

Gladys Zehner 
812 Oakley 
Topeka, KS 66606 

Address Corrections Needed 
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The Rabin Assassination What Next? 
After the signing of the Oslo 2 Peace 
Accord, 78% of Israelis stated that Oslo 2 
should be submitted to a national 
referendum before it was implemented. 
Also 53% said that it would be a threat to 
Israel's democracy if Rabin refused. Rabin 
refused and his popularity rating hit bottom. 
Then he was assassinated by an extreme 
right wing religious fanatic. Leaders of the 
left wing government indicted the whole 
right wing, including Likud and Benjamin 
Netanyahu for inciting the murder of Rabin 
by their harsh rhetoric. The ploy worked. 
Rabin was buried as the martyr of peace 
with over 75% of the Israeli public now 
supporting Oslo 2. If this peace momentum 
continues, it will sweep Labor and left wing 
parties to victory in the next national 
elections that will take place by October '96 
the latest. 

However public opinion is at best fickle. 
Peres, Israel's new Prime Minister, never 
enjoyed the confidence of the Israelis as did 
Rabin. Peres has said that Israel will become 
so small after it gives away land that Israel 
will have to put its infrastructure in the Arab 
nation of Jordan. Also, Peres refers to the 
Golan as "Syrian land." This is incredible and 
could weaken the strong public support for  

the peace process. Further, the largest Israeli 
newspapers have shocked the public with the 
exposé that the General Security Services 
(GSS) hired Raviv, a right wing religious 
extremist, as a provocateur to incite right 
wing extremists into actions that Raviv would 
in turn report to the GSS. It was Raviv who 
organized the fanatical right wing group Eyal 
and recruited Yigal Amir, Rabin' s assassin, 
as a member. If these accusations prove to be 
correct, it could demolish the public's confi-
dence in the Labor Government thus en-
abling Likud and the right wing parties to win 
the next election. 

A third possibility is the new political 
party called The Third Way. Its leaders are 
the former hawks of the Labor Party. They 
are against withdrawing off the Golan 
Heights and would not give up as much of 
the West Bank as the Labor Government is 
committed to giving away. They hope to be 
in any post-election coalition, right or left, 
and would modify that coalition's position 
on the peace process. 

These are possible short term effects on 
the peace process. But regardless of the 
results of the peace process the Scriptures 
indicate another Arab-Israeli war in which 
Israel will possess the Golan Heights  

(Bashan), Judea and Samaria (so-called West 
Bank), Gaza strip and much or all of Jordan 
before Gog' s invasion. Why did the Lord 
permit the assassination of Rabin? Perhaps 
it will insure that the future Arab-Israeli war 
will proceed according to the Lord's time 
clock. 

Another political battle will sooner or 
later explode in Israel. Should Israel be a 
Jewish State or a plural democracy? Arabs 
within Israel proper (not the West Bank or 
Gaza) make up 19% of Israeli citizens. 
They have the right to vote and run for 
public office, but for obvious reasons they 
do not serve in the Israeli army (Druse are 
an exception). There are nine Arabs in the 
Israeli Knesset. The Oslo Peace Accords 
were first approved by a ten-vote majority 
in 1993. Nine of this ten-vote majority were 
Arab votes. Oslo 2 won by a slim majority 
of 61 to 59 - a one-vote majority. Eight of 
the 61 majority votes were Arab votes. The 
religious right is appalled that Arabs are 
determining the destiny of a Jewish State. 
The left is determined to retain this plural 
democracy to counter Orthodox influence 
in Israel. It so happens that Orthodox Jews 
also compose 19-20% of Israeli citizens. 

By Br. Kenneth Rawson 

History of Class at Yeovil, England 
When Sr. Paula Sandemont of Dorset first 
saw the pyramid grave marker in Yeovil's 
cemetery she asked Br. Albert Hudson (in 
his 90's) about the Br. William Hallett 
whose grave it marked. Br. Hudson set 
about to recover some of the history and to 
possibly find any remaining of the Yeovil 
class. In March 1994 he sent us his findings 
which we give you. Br Hudson retired 
recently as Editor of Bible Study Monthly, 
a post he heldfor many years. We thank him 
for his research so diligently pursued. 
Piecing together what I have been able to 
fmd out, the Yeovil class was formed about 
1908 and from the first manifested a 
vigorous local witness to the Truth under 
their first elder, who was the William 
Hallett of the pyramid. He passed over in 
1921. In 1920 about 20 or so seceded from 
the class with this William Hallett from the 
Watchtower, at the time of the Rutherford 
controversy. William and Charles, sons of 
William Hallett senior, became the elders 
of the independent class and that class grew 
in numbers as the then 'harvest' was 
prosecuted vigorously by the independent 
fellowship. (By 1931 we had 246 classes in 
the UK, mostly all broken away from the 
Watchtower, aggregating about 4500 

members.) I never knew William Hallett 
Sr. but did know the two sons from the 
1920's onward. Charles died early, some 
time in the 30's I think, and his mother 
shortly after. William died in 1955. 

In 1935 William Fox, the other elder of 
the original Watchtower class, who had 
remained with them at the separation, broke 
away from the Watchtower and with about 
20 joined up with Hallett again. The en-
larged company carried on with its activi-
ties and became well known in this country. 
Sadly, William Fox while remaining in the 
Watchtower had abandoned his belief in the 
Second Presence and was looking for a 
future Corning. He broached this to me and 
we had many discussions but to the day of 
his death he remained obdurate - largely on 
account that the chronology on which he 
relied had failed to yield the expected events. 
(He forgot Habbakkuk 2) When in 1942 
Tom and Phyllis Stracy moved to Yeovil 
and joined the class, he and Fox, both being 
strong and convinced characters, difficul-
ties arose which resulted in another separa-
tion; there were now two independent 
classes in the fellowship. This would be 
about 1950. Fox died in 1980 and Phyllis in 
1986 having kept the residue of the class  

going for some years after the death of her 
husband, during which years she kept the 
`Patmos' annual convention going attended 
by a number of brethren from other parts of 
this country and, usually a few from the U.S. 

That was the end of the class formed in 
1920 at the inception of the independent 
movement, with only one other member 
remaining. The dissident 'Fox' class re-
mains in name, although that too has now 
only one member actually resident in Yeovil. 
but a few from adjacent villages come in for 
a Sunday evening meeting, and that is all. 
Yeovil in effect, like many other towns in 
this country, now has no 'Truth' represen-
tation. Since the establishment of the Re-
tirement Home of brethren at Milborne Port 
which is only eight miles distance, all breth-
ren in the vicinity attend the three meetings 
a week held there in the chapel at the Home. 

Sr. Paula Saudemont with the assistance 
of one or two others has now cleaned the 
pyramid thoroughly and rendered the in-
scriptions perfectly legible. They remain 
now a testimony to the faith and labors of 
the now unknown and forgotten brother 
whose witness to the Truth he loved re-
mains after his passing, a witness which 
endures. 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord and let all flesh bless his holy name forever." Psalms 145:21 

Testimonies at I-0, Worthington, Ohio July 27-29: 

Loves Hearing Testimony Tapes 
Sr. Celia Mitchka, Clearwater, Florida 
"...I get the tapes from every convention, and the first tape I take 
is the testimony meeting. I have to hear it within a half hour or so 
after I get the tapes. It makes me feel so good to hear the brethren 
that we haven't heard from or seen in many years. We haven't been 
here for a couple of years because one of us was sick..." 

Russian Letter Touches Heart 
Br. Ken Rawson, New Brunswick, New Jersey 
"...The main reason I am testifying is that I have received a few long 
distance calls the last couple of weeks. Brethren were very 
concerned, as they heard that I am on the Palestinian or Arab hit list 
and that I have received threatening letters on my life. I would like 
to assure the brethren that I haven't received any threatening 
letters...We have, from time to time gotten some hate mail but 
nothing life-threatening by any means. Here Br. Ken reported at 
length his contacts with leaders of various groups in Israel 
interested in his work there - many were visited in 1992. All wanted 
him to return with a group. He said he is trying to make a decision 
whether or not to proceed with such plans, and asked for prayers 
to that end. 

"In closing, I would like to read a letter from a young brother in 
Russia. This is not the Ukraine or Moldova. We know there are 
many brethren in the Ukraine and Moldova but we haven't been 
able to locate specifically brethren in Russia, to any large extent. 
He says, 'I am very lonely here and feel condemned by Jehovah's 
Witnesses. They condemn me because I am dedicated to another 
branch of Truth. I think the heavenly Father opened to his children 
the real truth through Pastor Russell and I am thankful that you 
understand that. I am firm in my dedication to this. Once again I 
am thankful to all the participants for helping and supporting my 
walk with God. There are a lot of false witnesses of different kinds 
and it is very hard to see through them to see the true light. I hope 
God will help me and I will be honored for my searching of 
companions on my way to God and his kingdom. Meanwhile, I am 
trying to get the holy truth and not only myself but to help others 
to understand it also. It is not often that I can communicate with 
those who have the same thoughts and spirit as I do. To meet with 
such people, I have to overcome hundreds and sometimes thou-
sands of kilometers. I do it whenever I have the chance. I wish you 
good health to multiply your strength. God's blessing in all your 
work and service for God. Let the tie that binds strengthen our hope 
of salvation, and let God's truth lighten your life. Thankfully your 
youngest brother in the Lord.' 

"I was very touched by that. It is just one more pull on the heart 
and on the mind as to just what our responsibilities of service are 
to the Lord. I am thankful for the privilege of having a part in the 
Lord's service..." 

Rejoicing in the Truth at Second Convention 
Br. Jack Lamb, Huntsville, Alabama 
"...We are new - this September will be our second convention. 
Thanks to Br. Carl Hagensick, he encouraged us along the line. I'm 
real thankful of being able to go far and wide and meet brethren... 

We are thankful as we see the day approaching. It grows closer 
and closer all the time. Sometimes we feel that we have a lot to do 
to make our calling and election sure. It takes a lot of struggling 
to acquire the answers. You know, every time you get one answer 
to the question, you seem to have four or five more questions to go. 

So it's a progressive thing that keeps you on your toes and studying. 
"I started in the way of the Truth in 1981. For ten or eleven years 

my wife wasn't agreeable to the Truth, she was hostile to any 
religion. Finally, I told her, 'They are all wrong, there is none right, 
but the Truth is in the Scriptures!' Well after all that twelve years, 
she picked up the Divine Plan of the Ages and started reading it. I 
didn't say much to her. After about a month, she said, 'Why didn't 
you tell me about this.' I said, 'I did but you don't listen.' I am 
so grateful that God has invited us into the race and I pray with all 
my heart and strength that we can make our calling and election 
sure. You know, I have always felt that if we have been invited that 
bride would know who she is. And the Lord says he knows those 
that are his. It depends on a two-way part. If we keep up our end 
God promised to keep up his..." 

Bible Study of Five now Fifteen 
Sr. Nita Lamb, Huntsville, Alabama 
"...Less than a year ago, we started a Bible study. First off we went 
to Jackson, Michigan and walked in up there. That was our first 
time ever with the Bible Students. From there we have just gone 
around. Then last year in March we started a Bible study in 
Huntsville. We started out with five and now we have fifteen, and 
the Lord has just richly blessed us. I want all of you to know how 
much we love you and how much I love him. Deep down in my 
heart, there is just a love there, that I have never had. There is such 
peace and joy there. It really is unspeakable..." 

When Father Pours out a Blessing - Its Big! 
Br. Tom Adams, Metro Detroit Ecclesia 
"...At the beginning of the year, I asked the heavenly Father to 
increase my faith because I felt kind of low. So within a few months 
a trial came up that was Scriptural. I couldn't agree with the Pastor 
and of course that constitutes a trial in itself. As I studied to try and 
understand what the problem was I got into John the fifth chapter 
and it opened up such a blessing tome. It has really kindled my zeal 
and increased my faith and understanding. It has really been a 
tremendous blessing to me. I just wanted to say that when the 
heavenly Father pours out a blessing, he really pours out a blessing..." 

Love Turned Him Around 
Br. Tim Allen, Portland Area Ecclesia 
"...When a baby is born, the whole family wants to know this great 
news. So, I am going to give you what happened to me. I started 
reading the Bible for myself and trying to be faithful and doing my 
prayers, one verse and a prayer every night. Just thanking him for 
the day if that was all it took. I was searching. I grew up in a Baptist 
Church where my father was the elder. He was the teacher for the 
Seniors' class and I was getting bored in the church, because what 
I was reading in the Bible didn't match up. I guess I was asking the 
right way, because he has brought me to this class. 

I quit both my jobs and went to Europe and did some traveling 
around. I got to see other religions for the first time. I went to the 
Roman Catholic Church and found out some really weird things 
went on there. It started opening my eyes that there are other people 
out there that are very faithful to these things. When I came back, 
a week later I met Sr. Lori Ostrander, - who is my wife now...We 
had a lot of discussion and a lot of arguments. Trinity and Hell were 
two I kept asking over and over. There was no way anybody could 
convince me otherwise. I saw this video on Hell and I couldn't talk-
you don't talk to a TV. So, I had to watch the whole thing all at one 
time. It was then that I started asking a lot of other questions. That 

See Brethren next page 
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was September of last year, and in February I made a consecration. 
This was what I always wanted to do, but I didn't have the Truth... 

I want to thank Br. Bill and Sr. Donna Ostrander for all their 
patience. I was a pretty dark person and they kept showing me this 
love. That is what it was that turned me around. I want everyone 
to remember that, because that is what brought me in - the love. I 
think that is how it is going to happen in the kingdom too..." 

Witnessing in Ethnic Food Section 
Br. Paul Balko, Waterbury, Connecticut 

Br. Ken was speaking I starting thinking of the opportunities 
I sometimes create. When Sr. Esther and I go shopping we get 
separated, and she fords me eventually talking to someone...In the 
supermarket I head to the ethnic food section and start looking at 
the Jewish foods. Someone next to me will be looking at the food 
and that is my opportunity. I ask them if they are Jewish and if they 
say 'yes', that's the lead I have with them. I ask if they have been 
to Israel...Then I tell them the opportunities I have had when we go 
to Israel. Invariably, I get an address or I give them a tape. Lately, 
some of the communities around home have Russian immigrants. 
I got a number of tapes from Br. Ken of the Russian version and the 
people really appreciate them. Their comments have been 
tremendous. Sometimes friends, the moral is we have to create our 
opportunities in a heartwarming and feeling way that would glorify 
our heavenly Father..." 

Expresses Love from Overflowing Heart 
Br. Alex Porcolab, Cluj, Romania 
"I just came from the International Young Adults Seminar. I want 
you to know that all the Romanian brethren love you all. I want you 
to know that I am very happy to be here, and this is a great blessing 
for all of us Romanians. Please excuse my emotions but this is the 
first time, and I am not so good here. I love you and I want you to 
sing the song 23. Thank you." 

"...Mankind waiting for us - their suffering incredible" 
Sr. Nancy Hummel, Detroit Metro Ecclesia 
"...To me the tapes are a constant source of amazement. Once I was 
cleaning my bathroom counter listening to Br. Lamb telling how he 
came into the Truth. I thought, Here I am doing something so 
routine and listening to him tell his story, it was just thrilling! 

"I was prompted to testify on behalf of a sister in our Ecclesia, 
Sr. Lynn York. She came into the Truth when her youngest son was 
around two years old (I think he is now 14 or 16). He has cystic 
fibrosis and is not doing well, so Sr. York no longer travels to 
conventions. I was there the day of our convention afterwards and 
he had his head on her knee and was crying. He apparently was in 
pain and was having some trouble breathing. She said this is the son 
that has taught her to love, the son that is affectionate to her, and 
has given her all the lessons in demonstrating love, and this is the 
son that is dying. I don't know how to convey it but should you 
choose to call or write her, it would certainly be an encouragement. 
She is going through a number of other experiences all heaped on 
her at the same time. She made a comment the other day just off-
handedly about her son, 'He has been starving all his life.' When 
she said that, again it just hit me that there is much of mankind that 
has never had a chance for a decent life. 

recently had a minor experience, except for me it's big. Well, 
I sold something (a sizable amount of money) to a lady at a garage 
sale and it turned out that it didn't work. So, she called to tell me. 
I assured her I would return her money but I hadn't realized it didn't 
work. Then she told me how she has been raising her grandchildren 
and that the courts have recently taken them away from her. I 
mentioned our experience with our older two in court; She looked 
at me with a shocked expression, then threw her arms around me,  

and said, 'You do understand.'... That is what this is all about, 
mankind is waiting for us, and the suffering is incredible..." 

"Vision for me still the same..." 
Br. Walter Hrechuk, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
"...We have been publishing the Ukrainian Dawn Journal since 
1937 for the brethren in Canada and the United States. Now it has 
started to fade out. Through the Lord's guidance in 1989 we were 
able to send literature to Europe, especially after the fall of 
Communism. So the brethren decided we should send something 
and we started with the 6th Volume - maybe a few pages included 
in our magazine which consists of Reprint articles. Then with the 
Lord's overruling we printed the 6th Volume. We have printed all 
the Volumes, except the 4th - a total of 15 books. It is so easy to 
wrap the book and put a stamp on it, and it gets to the brethren in 
Etirope or wherever they are. The replies we receive cause us to 
rejoice that the Truth has reached them. We in Canada and the 
United States have our Volumes and may think lightly of them, but 
they are so delighted and happy that the Truth has reached them and 
it has changed their lives. They can make the Truth their own, with 
something to fall back on and help them. We are thankful for this 
opportunity that we have, by the Lord's overruling... 

"I have been in the way for many years, - since 1942 - and there 
have been many doubts and changes but I think the vision is the 
same for me as it was when I first consecrated. I have enjoyed the 
lessons that have been brought forth. I think that the Lord always 
supplies the lessons needed at every convention..." 

After Failure a Kiss from the Lord 
Sr. Rebecca Gray, New Brunswick, New Jersey 
"...I would like to share a little trial and a little blessing from this 
convention. The trial first. I had a twenty-five percent victory, the 
rest was a failure. I had a problem with evil surmising yesterday. 
It was making me very irritated and upset and I knew I was right, 
but I was surmising. Then I found out I was wrong, and that was 
a real slap in the face from the Lord. I say it was a twenty-five 
percent victory, because I didn't say anything about it. But I hope 
that by stating it now before you, that I will do better in the future. 

-This morning Br. Bob and I thought we would walk somewhere 
to breakfast... On arrival we saw a man sitting, with his Bible. Br. 
Bob asked 'How readest thou?' It turned out that he had an 
incredible spirit... We talked for several minutes and finally 
brought up the kingdom, and the thousand-year binding of Satan, 
and why that would be so, if everyone is being judged now. At that 
point he just looked at us, then he said, 'Whatever the Truth is -
whether it is black, yellow or green - I want to be open to it. I'll 
have to think about that.' I appreciate that kiss from the Lord, that 
opportunity and that overruling providence..." 

Quotes from Brother Barton a Comfort 
Sr. Hazel McClellen, Columbus, Indiana 
"...I had a rich blessing just this past hour. How wonderful it is to 
be able to help the brethren when they are going through their 
various trials... Br. Larry mentioned yesterday a little excerpt from 
one of the articles, 'Love Under the Test', from page 181 to 190, 
which is a sermon by Br. Benjamin Barton. I appreciate what he 
gave, 'No trial will be too severe to anyone of us. No trial will ever 
come too soon. We do not have to bear our trials alone and you 
will be sure to get every trial that you need.' We all have our share 
of examinations in the school of Christ; I trust that I am Teaming 
every lesson that the Lord has given me in the school of Christ. It 
has been many years that I have been in this school. I don't always 
understand the instructions. Perhaps I don't learn where the Lord 
is coming from. But I do know within my heart that I have given 
it and I want to do his will. I delight to do his will..." 
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Messages Helpful in Hour of Temptation 
Br. Marion Schrock, South Steubenville Bible Students 
"...I greatly appreciate the messages we have received at this 
convention along the line of the times we are living in. It seems like 
it is universally recognized by the brethren that we are near the end 
of this harvest period and that we are in the hour of temptation. So 
the messages have been very valuable along that line, to remind us 
to keep constant watch on ourselves that we be not influenced by 
the degradation of the world..." 

Thankful for Abundant Blessings 
Br. Paul Lagno, Omaha, Nebraska 
"...The main reason I am 
testifying is to thank many of 
you for your labors of love on 
behalf of the Young Adults 
Seminar in Grand Rapids. 
There were over 100 young 
adults that gathered for the 
week. About half from the 
United States and Canada 
and the other half from 
overseas. We wanted more 
representation, and tried to 
get a young sister from the 
Ukraine who really wanted 
to come... She went to the 
American Embassy twice to 
get her visa but it was denied 
by our country... 

"The blessings are too nu-
merous to enumerate. The 
theme of the seminar was 
'Consecration.' The studies 
were four hours everyday and 
I think many were richly 
blessed. Some of you have 
spent time with these breth-
ren and have paid their plane 
fares, and so on...just too nu-
merous to mention. For Sr. 
Joyce, myself, Br. John and 
Sr. Esther Trzeciak, we were 
really overwhelmed with the love of the brethren for this effort and 
how the Lord blessed this. It exceeded our expectations to an 
incredible extent..." 

Spirit of the Truth through Fellowship 
Br. Mila Lupsor, Argentina, South America (translated by Sr. 
Christina Filicky, his daughter) 

"...We are very happy to be here with the brethren. We share the 
same truth and spirit. I have had the truth for more than sixty years. 
I got it back in Europe, I was born a Bible Student. My father was 
a Bible Student. Like the Apostle Paul says, we hope to be faithful 
unto death, with the Truth that we have. This is good news that the 
Bible Students proclaim for more than 100 years. I enjoy very 
much the talks given by the brethren and I would like to leave with 
you a scripture, Ephesians 4:4-6 'There is one body and one spirit, 
even as you are called in one hope of your calling. One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism. One God and father of all, who is above all and 
in you all.' We see this a lot with the brethren in Romania, with 
persecution they are in the same spirit. They have the same faith 
which keeps them united and together. We need to be with the 
brethren to have the spirit of Truth. Thank you for all your love 
brethren." 

Testimonies at Western New York August 13: 

Lord's Care Shown in Three Experiences 
Sr. Karen Baker, Hope, Indiana 
"...Recently I have had three experiences where the Lord really 
manifested his love and care. In May I was going to the hospital 
to have some surgery. At the last minute the surgery was canceled 
because of a hypertensive crisis. Then I was admitted for three 
days, and they checked me around the clock for my blood pressure 
which was extremely high. The Lord took care of me just 
wonderfully. The first night, after Br. John and Sr. Isabelle left, it 
took a lot of courage to tell the Lord, 'Not my will but thy will be 

done.' I was helpless in that 
situation and whatever the 
Lord would see fit to bring 
upon me I wanted to accept. 
My father had died in the 
middle of the night of a 
stroke and that occured to me 
when they were watching 
me. I did finally have the 
surgery which went just fine, 
and I am thankful for that. I 
received a lot of cards and 
prayers of the friends and I 
appreciate that very much. 

"The third experience was 
three weeks ago. Sr. Isabelle 
and I were in Indianapolis 
shopping. Some of you may 
have heard about a riot we 
had in Indianapolis where 
they had to call out the po-
lice. They came with riot 
gear, and crowds were gath-
ering to disturb people as they 
drove by. There was tear gas 
let loose to break up the crowd 
and they were throwing stuff 
through car windows as they 
drove by. Well, Sr. Isabelle 
and I drove by that very cor-
ner an hour before it hap-

pened. We acknowledge how the Lord pushed us through and kept 
back the crowd from doing anything. I think I was kind of dazed 
for a couple of days, about how close we came to being in the 
middle of that situation...We are very thankful he knows what is 
best for us. I want to learn to be more dependent on the Lord and 
more thankful..." 

Afflicted Blessed by Convention 
Sr. Ruth Coccia, Hartford Ecclesia 
"...I wanted to thank the Lord for this wonderful opportunity of 
enjoying this convention. Some of my brethren know that I have 
been stricken with rheumatoid and osteoarthritis and I have had a 
real bad year since Christmas...I just spent most of my time lying 
down. I have missed a lot of meetings, I have missed fellowship 
and I have missed the brethren so much. I appreciate the phone calls 
and the prayers of my brethren. I had to give up teaching piano, 
- which was something I really enjoyed. So, I said I will try to put 
my talent to some other use. We have a dear sister in our area that 
has written some beautiful poems about the Lord. I told her that I 
would try to put her poems to music, and wrote two songs, which 
I am going to have someone rewrite neatly... 

See Brethren next page 

New Broth er in Christ 

Immersion at Levittown, PA, August 13: 
Br. Redvers Green of Worcester, England, father-in-law to Kathy 
Green, received Truth witness in 1990 at home of Sr. Barbara 
Marshall Ostermann 

Immersions in Backyard Pool 
Sr. Barbara Marshall Ostermann, Levittown, Pennsylvania 
"...The Delaware Valley Bible Students hosted two immersion 
services in our home - the home of Sr. Anita Marshall, Br. Walter and 
Sr. BarbaraOstermann. The first for Srs. Gretchen and Rachel Griehs, 
performed by Br. Len - husband and father; and Br. Brian Montague 
immersed by his father Br. Homer were at an earlier date. 

"Redvers Green and his wife Pamela attended the wedding of his 
son Geoffrey to my daughter Kathy in September 1990. They were 
entertained for a week in our home along with Br. George and Sr. 
Ruth Eldridge, with much discussion of the Truth. On leaving Rev 
saw the Hope Beyond the Grave booklet and asked to read it. Back 
home in England he called asking for another copy for bereaved 
relatives. 

"In the years since there have been several visits back and forth, 
and the gift of a set of Volumes which Rev has read through three 
times. He is isolated from brethren by more than 100 miles. But 
we know by faith there is work for him to do in his community. It 
has been a joy to see the Lord working in this dear one's life." 
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"The doctors have tried every medicine there is and nothing has 
helped me. Sometimes it helps for a while and then I get immune 
to it. A result of this is that I have become a diabetic. Now the 
doctors have started gold shots. I had my first one Thursday. My 
friends in the class prayed that the gold shots would help me so I 
would be able to come this weekend. Actually, they are amazed at 
how well I am doing. I even found myself walking out of the motel 
room without my cane, so I went back for it. I don't know how long 
this is going to last, but even if it lasts just a little bit, it is a reprieve. 
I am rejoicing in the Lord. I am so happy to be here. I am so happy 
to have fellowship with the brethren, listen to the talks and sing the 
hymns. I am just waiting for the kingdom when there will be no 
more sorrow, no more pain and no more tears. Please keep me in 
your prayers because I do get depressed very easily..." 

Inspired by John 14:2 in Search for Truth 
Br. Bill Davis, Champaign, Illinois 
"...I wanted to talk about last night's vesper service. One of the first 
readings was referencing John 14:2. 'In my father's house are 
many rooms'. It took me back to when I was in Vietnam. At that 
point in my life I was really searching. I had been for most of my 
teen years and up to that point - I was about 22 years old then. I got 
involved with a group called the Navigators - a ministry that pretty 
much dealt with the military groups. I was stationed in Saigon 
where a group of civilian and military personnel administered to 
the local Vietnamese and tried to do witnessing work, along with 
the GI population. I can recall to this day this one Vietnamese 
gentleman. He had professed Christianity and they were having a 
baptismal service that day. He came up to me and quoted that 
scripture. I got to thinking about that and I have hung onto that 
scripture all the while, not knowing why. As we think back on how 
we came into the Truth, I know a lot of the people here were raised 
in the Truth and had families in the Truth. But for myself that 
wasn't the case. I think we all need to go back in time to when we 
consecrated and think how far the Lord has brought us. To know 
that he has gone to prepare a place for us, and that we can truly claim 
that scripture and know what it means. Unlike the Vietnamese 
gentleman who was quoting that scripture, he had the hope but he 
surely didn't have the promise of the Lord. The whole world has 
that hope, they just don't know where to go to find the Truth..." 

Testimonies at Jackson, AI,  September 2-4: 

At the Fair and Museum of Horror 
Br. Brad Bach, Detroit, Michigan 
"...I want to share a couple experiences we had working at the State 
Fair booth. A couple came up to the booth...looking to get a 
challenge going. They said 'You're Jehovah's Witnesses, right?' 
I said 'No, we're not Jehovah's Witnesses, we're Bible Students.' 
The point I got from that experience was that they wanted to 
combat. I've taken that kind of a challenge in the past somewhat 
unkindly. But this time I relied on the Lord by faith that the 
experience would work out. If I convinced them of my viewpoint, 
fine. If they walked away thinking badly of me and my doctrine, 
I'm not there to force them to my point of view. I'm there to point 
them to the Word of Truth if they have an ear to hear. It relieved 
me to the point that I didn't get combative with them. By the time 
they left, these two people who were not going to take any literature 
for fear it might corrupt them, had a handful, several booklets, and 
a First Volume. They were going to take it home and study it. I 
requested they look at it with an open mind. 

"The next time I worked at the booth my disposition was a little 
different. A young lady had started talking to us. She must have 
been getting to me a little, because she said after ten minutes 'Now, 
don't get angry with me.' So I said 'You know, I am getting a little  

bit angry, and I'll tell you why. I'm giving you a lot of scriptures 
that give you a much betterhope, a far superior message to what you 
have told me you believe.' I showed her the little graph in the First 
Volume and how all those people were lost according to that 
scenario. I said 'It does anger me to a degree that you would want 
to reject that instead of saying, that sounds good.' That's all I 
wanted her to say; I would like to have heard 'Prove what you're 
saying to me is Scriptural.' You feel disappointed that people want 
to cling to those errors of eternal torture and the vast majority of 
people being lost... 

"One more thing, on Thursday we had a few of the Romanian 
brethren with us and we took them to the Holocaust Museum in 
West Bloomfield. We spent hours there and, sobering was the only 
word I could think of to really describe how you feel when you 
come out of there. It was sobering to me to see the terror of these 
people's lives, but what I kept reflecting on was that those same 
people who lost their lives under unjust conditions...we, if faithful, 
will have the opportunity to bring those same people back and work 
with them. It's such an inspiration to think of working with those 
people. What a privilege it will be..." 

A Farewell and Thanks 
Br. Daniel Iwaniak, Poland 
"...We had two wonderful months here, meeting different brethren, 
in different ecclesias, seeing beautiful places. Going back to 
Poland, I will tell my family and friends about everything. Some 
of us are taking notes and we will tell them about: the classes we 
visited, the people we met, and the seminar. I think this is going 
to be a rich blessing for all of us. I'm sure we will spend many hours 
- probably some time from our meeting - devoted to reports. I' m 
really happy so many of us could have this opportunity. 

was here two years ago and was richly blessed. Now, I could 
bring 20 other Polish young people here and some Romanians. I 
think this was very stimulating for us. We saw many things we can 
copy in Poland—meeting formats, in some ways the organized 
meetings are interesting and we could apply it. In some other 
points, there are some dangers we could avoid, and I think this is 
also important...We want to say good-bye to all of you. This is our 
last large meeting and hopefully many of you will come to the 
International Convention. After that, you are invited to Poland. 
There are over 2,000 brethren, so there are many places to go..." 

Thankful for Faith of Brethren 
Sr. Ruth Cunningham, Oakland County, Michigan 
"...I wanted to testify about our fiar booth experience at the 
Michigan State Fair . I've been able to work there for about 15 
years. I just wanted to praise the Lord for the opportunity. I enjoy 
it very much, and I wanted to mention that it took me 14 years to 
enjoy it. Finally, this year I enjoyed it. I felt a little guilty because 
I know a sacrifice is supposed to be a sacrifice. I thought I probably 
shouldn't be enjoying myself so much. Having been raised in the 
Truth with grandparents, parents, and about everyone I know and 
am related to, it has been good exposure to hear what other people 
actually believe. I'm so grateful to be in a room where people don't 
believe in the Trinity and eternal torment. One of the most 
wonderful sentences in the Volumes, to me after these experiences 
is in the Fifth Volume regarding the Trinity. Br. Russell said that 
if it were not taught from earliest infancy, no one would give it a 
moment's consideration, and I have to say, that must be true..." 

Blessed by Awaiting Answer to Prayers 
Sr. Alys Schneider, Chicago, IL 
"... Last time I testified at I-0 I asked the brethren to pray for me 
regarding my job. The day that I got back to work my job changed. 
While I was attending that convention the Lord was changing 
things, people's lives. Three people quit, another person moved, 
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and I was put into a different area. Instead of working 15 hours a 
day, now I'm working relatively 8 hours a day which gives me some 
extra time to use in the Lord's service. Instead of being in 
proximity to a group of people in an office, I have a little private 
space, where I have my Manna and other books. My opening 
paragraph was a scripture 'I am the Lord. I am he that doth go 
before thee. I will not fail thee nor forsake thee.' Another scripture 
said 'I will be with thee and hold thee with my right hand and will 
counsel thee.' I put those scriptures on a computer screen saver so 
that every time I look at my computer, I see these scriptures going 
across. The Lord did indeed pave the way, it took a long time to 
answer my prayer, but in the process, the Lord taught me many 
lessons which I would not give up. One of the lessons, I learned of 
many brethren who are also in, I call it, 'slavery to their 
employment.' I often think of the 'wearing out of the saints of the 
Most High' even though it's in a different context... 

Children in Class a Credit to Parents 
Br. David Jambor, Oakland County, Michigan 
"...We had an interesting experience yesterday. It was one of the 
times we had a young people's class, - ages 10-13. When we were 
given the assignment, we had visions of kids hanging out the 
window, ganging up on the study leader, rioting, etc. We didn't 
know whether our primary role would be study guide or crowd 
control. As it turned out, we were very gratified that the children 
were wonderfully behaved. We didn't have any games, just some 
questions and discussion. Most participated, and they thought 
upon the scriptures. Who says that a group of 10-15 pre-teens can't 
sit down at a table and have a serious discussion on the Scriptures? 

"...We say to the consecrated parents of these children that the 
fruitage we saw in that little meeting is the result of your patience, 
your consecrated influence in your house, and the time and 
attention you give your children in a spiritual way. It will be critical 
in the years to come, that there is a distinction between those who 
are spiritually-minded and those who are worldly-minded. Also, 
in our preparation, the Pastor was consistent in his teaching that 
those who know of the Lord's presence, have a responsibility to 
preach it to their fellow Christians. We thought perhaps, of 
applying it to our fair booth efforts. Probably a good 20-30 people 
that came by, when shown our books, say 'I got that last year' or 
'I already have that book.' We want to pick up a presentation of 
the Second Volume. The Pastor, in his wisdom, did not spring the 
Second Presence on the new reader until the middle of the Second 
Volume. Perhaps those who have read the First Volume will be 
ready for the Second..." 

Trials a Mark of Favor 
Br. Ed Winske, Columbus, Ohio 
"...We haven't been here in 14 years, but this year, as a family, we 
are determined to get out, to various conventions and visit more 
brethren. About one weekend a month this year, we have gone 
somewhere to visit brethren. We have tender ties here in Jackson 
because we were immersed here 21 years ago. Br. Lennie was the 
one who helped us get into the Truth when he was doing his C.O. 
work in Grand Rapids. Br. Bob Davis was our shuttlebus to take 
us wherever we wanted to go. We are extremely grateful to see the 
brethren with whom we started our walk that are still 'hanging in 
there.' We are also thankful because this year has been rough for 
us, as a family and individually. No matter which way we turn, 
financial, personal, ecclesia, every way, we've been hit with 
experiences. But, we look at it positively because it's from the 
Lord. He wouldn't give it to us unless we could handle it. We look 
at it as a mark of favor, not as disfavor. Through these experiences, 
we've seen the Lord's handiwork. A lot of times, that is the only 
place we have to go. We have no other refuge in this world." 

Testimonies at Huntsville, Alabama September 15: 

"Finding the Truth" Accounts - Thrilling! 
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago, Illinois 
"...During the past 3-1/2 weeks I have been traveling among the 
brethren and there are four experiences I want to pass on. In 
Odessa, Texas we met our Br. Sam Watts. He is only about three 
or four years into the Truth. Some of you will remember Br. Roy 
Schnee, who witnessed to Br. Sam when he was a Baptist pastor in 
the Zanesville, Ohio area. He left the Baptist Church entirely and 
is just totally encompassed in the Truth. We thoroughly enjoyed 
the completeness of his commitment to the Lord. He in turn 
witnessed to two of his fellow parishioners who were assistant 
ministers in the church, - Gerald and Linda Toms. They are now. 
as of last week, members of the Portland, Oregon Ecclesia... 

"A second beautiful lesson to us was in Fresno, California where 
there is a Br. Tom Belden who for forty years has been studying the 
Volumes and the Reprints by himself, thinking all the Bible 
Students were gone. The person who was very opposed to the Truth 
came around to try and get his books from him, and when he showed 
him his library this man said, Well you've got more books than 
Bob Wilson.' Tom then asked, Well who's Bob Wilson'?' He was 
told he was a new Bible Student in town. So, he introduced him and 
before, he was in the wilderness, and it was so great to be back... 

"The third experience was in Spearfish, South Dakota with the 
new brother, Robert Tofte, just immersed. He got the Truth 
through the general mailing that the Dawn put out where they 
mailed a whole town at a time. He liked the books and wrote in for 
the nearest brethren. The nearest was some four hundred miles 
away. A brother sent him a program for the Winnipeg convention. 
He couldn't go, but he called Br. Frank Boychuk and Br. Frank 
immersed him in July. It was so good to see how the Truth is there. 

"The fourth one was just this past Sunday. Br. and Sr. Lange 
were immersed at the Milwaukee meeting. Br. Lange was raised 
in the Truth, but never activated. He ended up marrying a girl that 
was Pentecostal. Her brother is a minister. As he told her what he 
believed, she became so excited she dragged him right into the 
Truth. He told me, 'She was the one that brought me along because 
of her love for it.'..." 

Appreciates Zeal of Huntsville Brethren 
Sr. Evelyn Doran, Louisville, Kentucky 
"...I came here with two expectations. One to receive a blessing 
from the platform and maybe even more than that, to see brethren 
that I haven't seen for very many years. Also, I wished to get 
acquainted with the local brethren; I have heard so much about 
them and how zealous they are. I appreciate them and their zeal..." 

At Huntsville Fifty Years Ago - On Troop Train 
Br. Dudley Chastain, New Albany Ecclesia 
"...Almost fifty years ago today I rode a troop train not very far from 
here and ended up at Fort McClellan, Alabama. I was one homesick 
boy. And that Christmas, my mother, my father, my grandfather, 
and grandmother and someone very special to me came to visit for 
a couple of days. Two years later that special one became my wife. 
Now, for the keeping power of the Lord. I see these as stepping 
stones and now fifty years later I came back to this part of the 
country, where I see the brotherhood expressed. You can't find this 
kind of love expressed any other place on the face of the earth. So 
it has been over fifty years. Br. David Doran told me about you 
brethren and I said I've got to see for myself..." 

Not Easy - But God Opened Doors 
Mary Lynn Mosley, Huntsville, Alabama Ecclesia 
"...I want to say I am so thankful to be here today. You just don't 

See Brethren next page 
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know sometimes how thankful we all should be. It hasn't been easy 
for me but God - when I turned it over to him - opened the doors. 
I started studying three years ago. Family matters were so that I 
couldn't come to studies. When I fmally turned it over to God, he 
opened the door for me. I tried to open the door myself but it just 
doesn't work that way. When I least expected it he made it possible 
for me to be here today. He has also made it possible for me to be 
with the Huntsville class. I appreciate you all being here and I thank 
you and hope you receive as much joy as I have..." 

Fear a Besetting Sin 
Sr. Linda Larson, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
"...In trying to learn how to meditate, a sister once told me years ago 
that the best way is to start with memorization and then you have 
it with you, whenever you have time to reflect on the Scriptures. 
Right now I am trying to learn not to be discouraged. I have found 
to my dismay that is one of my oft besetting sins. I tend to be 
frightened a lot. My fears seem to be on behalf of those I love. Just 
recently, I learned that someone I love has chosen to return to the 
bonds of Babylon, in a way that I never would have believed 
possible. I want to repel discontent and discouragement on behalf 
of the individuals concerned because God loves them more than I 
do, and I love them powerfully..." 

Testimonies at West Suburban, Illinois Sept 2-4: 

"Beast," "Pillars of Fire" Scare Students 
Br. Dale Marzewski, Metro Detroit Ecclesia 
"...I am a school teacher and as such I have other duties such as 
managing an auditorium which is for rent by outside groups. I also 
train students to work in the auditorium and on occasion if I am too 
busy that I can't work, I'll have these students running the 
auditorium. Well, we had this church group rent the auditorium. 
I was at home in the evening when two students called. I asked, 
'How is everything going' and they said, Tine, everything's fine.' 
Then they started whispering and said they were scared out of their 
minds by what the people were talking about. These two men are 
both 19 years of age and of large stature; they have all these church 
people coming through telling them these scary stories about the 
beast, and other things we have talked about here. They were 
saying the beast was going to be coming through the fiber-optics of 
the phone lines. Well these guys were scared out of their minds. 

"It brought to my attention that when we discuss these various 
features of the winds and the fires and the earthquakes, beast and 
numbers that we are not scared but most of the world is petrified. 
But brethren, we can go to our homes in relative calm and 
peace...We very much appreciate the knowledge that we can 
understand and appreciate the Truth. And see how our Lord has 
been slandered. I think much of the world is going to have a lot of 
accountability. We are very appreciative of our Pastor for unfold-
ing these truths to us. Also, to the brethren for helping us to further 
expand and acknowledge these truths..." 

Divine Plan Removed Fear of "Beast" 
Sr. Wendy Burden, New Albany Ecclesia 
"...It was the Lord's blessing that I got to come here at the last 
minute with my grandfather and I very much appreciate it. Back 
to the Revelation scripture that was mentioned about `the mark of 
the beast being 666.' That is the very scripture that brought me into 
the Truth. When you talk about people being scared of the 
Scriptures and so forth, I was necessarily scared but I wanted to 
know what it meant. When I started talking to my grandfather and 
asking him - everybody in our family knows that he is the Bible 

student - he started explaining about governments and all that I 
thought, Well this isn't even in here. Instead of letting me get into 
the heavy meat in the beginning, he directed me to the First 
Volume. How happy I am that he did, because that is how ! received 
the Truth. When I read that First Volume, I knew that was it. There 
could not be any other plan than God had. I am so thankful to have 
an understanding of it. I pray that it will increase as time goes on..." 

Trinitarian Sees the Light 
Sr. Margarite Alfano, Hope, Indiana Ecclesia 
"...Last year I didn't get to come. As one doctor told another doctor, 
'She has the worst case of shingles that I have ever seen.' ...This 
year I was so afraid something would happen and about two months 
ago I fell and bit through my lip and broke my arm - it was in a cast 
for six weeks - but I heal fast and I am here... 

"I had a blessing this year with my daughter - who lives in 
Indianapolis - she goes to the Christian Church. She loves to talk 
the Bible but when I give her something that she has never heard, 
she doesn't want me to mention Br. Russell because he is a man. 
I told her that she went to school and studied teachings that men 
wrote and I asked if she had questioned that. I then told her that all 
I was trying to give her was Bible help. We were talking about 
Christ and she thought it was sacrilegious that I didn't think he was 
God. I kept thinking about how it was when I was young and I knew 
I'd have to watch what I said to her. Anyhow, we got into it over 
that three or four times. One day I said, 'Would you do me a favor 
and read the 17th chapter of John, empty your thoughts out, read it 
and come back and tell me how you believe.' When she came back 
the next time I wasn't going to ask her because I had told her I would 
never bring it up again. Well, she said, 'They have to be separate, 
I do believe you. Christ and God are separate.' I was very thankful 
for that privilege. She has been to Israel and she loves to talk about 
that which is an encouragement to me because I love to talk the 
Bible..." 

Correction 
In the Fall issue a testimony by Sr. Mary Stamiec at Chicago Bible 
Students Convention May 28-29 was attributed to Sr. Mary 
Sannicks, Jersey City Ecclesia. We reprint the testimony as 
corrected. 

Great Gratitude to God and Jesus Christ 
Sr. Mary Staniec, Chicago, Illinois 
"I want to thank my heavenly Father and his son Jesus for being 
consecrated. I want to share with you some events of my life since 
then. I was afflicted with a disk problem, pneumonia and kidney 
and blood infection. I believe this may have been a testing of my 
faith in God and Jesus. But with the outpouring of love and support 
from the brethren, through their prayers, cards, telephone calls 
have helped to sustain me through this terrible ordeal. Even during 
my worst pain, I always felt a sense of peace and of God's presence 
which I never felt before in my consecration. With help of prayers, 
I have been able to distance myself from some of the worldly events 
in my work and elsewhere. These were a blessing in my affliction. 
HI had not had this affliction, I would not have seen what the Truth 
is all about, as well as I do today. On February the 15th, I could not 
walk. I had to crawl. Later I used a wheelchair. The doctors told 
me that if I wanted to walk, I needed an operation. But prayers and 
my feeling, that the Lord would help me take courses of action, so 
now as of last week I am walking without the use of a walker or a 
cane. I am aware that we do not have miracles today. I do feel that 
the body has natural healing powers and through prayers and help 
of the brethren the heavenly Father has given me a chance to walk. 
I always pray to God that his will be done and not my own..." CI 
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Conventions 
"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise." Psa. 22:22 

March 22-24 Seattle, Washington. Pre-Memorial, North Seattle 
Bible Students, St. Thomas Center, 14500 Juanita Drive NE, 
Bothell, WA 98011. Phone (206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. 
Donald Nussel, PO Box 17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone 
(206) 783-7564. 

March 30,31 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia' s Pre-Memorial. Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden 
Road, Wilmington. Secretary: Mrs. A. T. Armstrong, 211 W. 
Harrison Avenue, New Castle, DE 19720. Phone (302) 328-7673. 

April 6,7 Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Winnipeg Bible Students 
Annual. Windsor Park Inn, Winnipeg. Panel on prophetic events. 
Information from Secretary: Greg Carpenter, 130 Helmsdale Ave., 
Winnipeg, MB, Canada R2K OV7 (204) 669-6704 

April 27,28 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Ecclesia. Omega Center, 216 W. Highland, Boerne, TX. Phone 

(210) 223-5948. Details from Secretary: Vema Hopstetter, 166 
Fennel Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213. Phone (210) 344-1836. 

May 4,5 Detroit, Michigan. Spring Annual, Associated Bible 
Students of Metro Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500 
Middlebelt, Garden City, MI. Secretary: Mrs. Henry Kwolek, 
38321 Richland, Livonia, MI 48150-2443. Phone (313) 464-2122. 

May 25,26 St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St. 
Louis. Holiday Inn, 1-55 & Butler Hill Road, St. Louis, MO. Please 
contact Secretary Br. Perry Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek Drive, St. 
Louis, MO 63129 for programs. Phone (314) 846-6860, Fax (314) 
846-6888 or E-Mail, PKRobison@aol.com . 

June 21-23 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students Annual. 
Scottish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street S.E. Reservations: 
Mrs. Jerry Andrus, 3105 Inland Dr. S., Salem, OR 97302. Phone 
(503) 363-9550. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures. Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 
1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Romania From page 2 
Yellowstone,because too difficult. But, by 
the Lord's providence we pulled into a 
parking lot on Saturday morning, and there 
was Br. Allen Springer' s VW camper. We 
spent the next several hours touring that 
portion of the park together. 

Next we went to the Grand Tetons, Bryce 
Canyon, Grand Canyon, Zion National Park, 
Las Vegas, Hoover dam, and fmally Los 
Angeles. Every day we spent two hours 
with the Nekoras studying the Truth. It was 
a big blessing. 

In the area we visited Yosemite National 
Park. Just as we entered the park, Br. Daniel 
and Sr. Gosia Iwaniak were leaving. This 
was the second miraculous meeting, and it 
was such a joy to consider the Lord's ability 
to direct our every step. 

It was a great privilege to spend over two 
weeks in the Portland, Oregon area. We 
attended meetings, visited brethren in vari-
ous places, and saw more of God's handi-
work. Staying at the home of Br. Jerry and 
Sr. Sharon Leslie was like being with my 
family. The Leslies spent three months in 
Romania, and are very special to me. 

We visited Mt. St. Helens on the way to 
the Seattle Convention. At the entrance to 
the visitor's center, a man in a wheelchair 
was trying to enter, I went to help him and 
found it was Br. Carl Hagensick. This was 
the third miraculous meeting on my trip. 
We had lunch with Br. Carl, Sr. Margie and 
three Polish young people traveling with 
them. We discussed the book of Jude. 

After the Seattle Convention I spent 
several more days with the Leslies before 
flying to Ft. Worth. It was hard to say good-
bye. 

In Ft. Worth I stayed with Br. George 
and Sr. Ruth Wilmott. We worked on a 
Romanian video tape for public witness, 
attended several meetings, and discussed 
much about the Truth. After several days 
there, I flew to Ohio. 

The highlight of my trip was the Miami 
Valley Bible Students Convention. It was a 
blessing to meet new brethren and get to 
know others better. I loved the spirit of the 
Truth in which everything was said and 
done. 

Later I was privileged to visit the breth-
ren in the Washington, D.C. area and at- 

tended a Tuesday night meeting in 
Wilmington, Delaware before flying back 
to Ohio. The flight arrangements took me 
to Indianapolis and a surprise lunch with a 
small group of brethren from the area. That 
evening was my final meeting in the United 
States, in the same class as my first meeting. 
I will never forget that last evening. On the 
way home in the car, three of us sang hymns 
together for more than an hour. 

There were so many blessings through-
out the trip: in the homes of the brethren 
where we talked about the Truth; sharing 
the Truth with so many of God's children. 
Every brother and sister I spoke to is special 
to me because we are such a close family, 
and the happiest one. Some day all man-
kind will live in peace and harmony. 

It's a powerful thought to know that 
brethren overseas pass through the same 
experiences and are praying for all the 
brethren around the world. This unity of the 
spirit is only possible among the Lord's 
people, and I experienced it this summer 
among you, my dear brethren. May the 
Lord bless you. Thanks to the Lord and each 
one of you. Phil. 1:2-6,8-11; Isa. 56:1 ❑ 

Our Lord's Memorial, Tuesday, April 2, 1996 after six o'clock. 



Late News: 
Injuries Suffered in Fall 

Br. Norman Zendler (20 Devonshire, Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069) fell 20 
feet while cleaning gutters on November 25, with his son-in-law Br. Steve 
Mengos. He was knocked unconscious and breathless. Br. Steve, having 
just completed his AMT training, applied CPR. Br. Norman awoke on 
route to the Trauma Center. 

He sustained a severely broken right leg requiring immediate surgery; 
a cracked cartilage in his ribs; a badly sprained left article, and a hairline 
fracture to the pelvis. His doctor said most who arrive with similar injuries 
die in a matter of hours. Though Br. Norman is in much pain, he is very 
thankful for the Lord's providential overruling - He does not permit more 
than we can bear. 

Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and 
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures. 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. 
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings 
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

Deadline forSpring Issue, March 1, 1996 
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TO COME HARVEST 

MIAMI VALLEY BIBLE STUDENTS ECCLESIA 
P. 0. BOX 33 / CENTERVILLE, OHIO 45441-0033 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that -Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint - heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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