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Mw,y in 11,<6 Hear Presei4 Truth 
These two letters from brethren in India are 
shared by Br. Ric Cunningham who 
explains: "...Both reflect examples of 
consecration in action that are very 
encouraging to us. Br. Ebenezer is an older 
brother, relatively new to us, and Br. Varma 
is younger, yet we have known him for a 
number of years. We thank the Lord for 
such testimonials." Br. D. S. P. Varma's 
letter follows. Ed. 

Amazing Privileges 
In March and April last year God gave us 

a wonderful opportunity to witness in a 
large church in the city of Bombay. I was 
invited as the special speaker for the pas-
sion week services for 10 days, i.e. from 
Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. It was the 
first time I and my wife traveled so far. God 
helped me wonderfully because I had to 
give 17 discourses, mostly on the subject of 
the cross. The most joyous occasion was 
the last day, Easter Sunday, when God 
helped me to clearly expound to the jam-
packed church about the wonderful plan of 
redemption which God has for the world 
through the ransom sacrifice of Christ. The 
subject I chose was "The Seed" - from the 
first ray of hope given to mankind in Gen-
esis 3:15 to the bruising of the serpent's 
head - the removing of the curse in the 
Millennial Age. God greatly encouraged 
me after this trip. I know God will give me 
many such opportunities to witness to the 
many thousands in India. 

Greetings in the Lord 

The news of 34 brothers and sisters in 
Romania and Moldova symbolizing their 
consecrations excites our desire to be more 
actively about our Father's business. We 
rejoice that seven from Moldova were but 
recently convinced of the open door to the 
high calling. 

In India, two brothers are energetically 
preaching the Truth - one in areas not 
formerly reached; the other to church pas-
tors and the nominal Christian community. 
The Lord is rewarding these efforts with 
some "hearing ears" and thankful hearts! 

Former Interest Cools 
In May, last year, I was put into great 

sorrow, because the evangelistic group was 
showing lack of interest. They had joined 
some leading evangelists and were busy in 
organizing outdoor meetings, etc. Also, 
when I spoke about divine healing, seeing 
visions, speaking in tongues, etc., they were 
offended. From the beginning I had loved 
and encouraged them in every possible 
way, but was bitterly disappointed. I had to 
completely stop the Bible study there. I 
know that my work there for one-and-a-half 
years was not a waste, because they were 
strengthened and I have clearly taught them 
the Plan of God. The knowledge of the 
Truth will certainly work in their hearts. 
Even though they disagree with us in a few 
things, yet they cannot forget that which 
they have learned about the wisdom, justice 
and love of God's character. Moreover, the 
months that I taught them, I myself was 
encouraged and learned many things. Please 
pray for them. I see them from time to time, 
but they do not now have humility to sit and 
learn. They have misunderstood 1 John 
2:27 - so sad. 

God Has Done Great Things 
After this, a wonderful thing happened 

in my life. God gave me the breakthrough 
I was waiting for in my ministry. I had a 
burden for many years to take the Truth 
where it has not been preached. Even 
though I've preached and given Bible stud-
ies in many different places, yet I had not 
had the joy of bringing new people to the 
Truth. I had consecrated my life for this 
very purpose. For nearly one year I had 
failed to get anyone to Bible study class at 
my home. 

Then, one day in a leap of faith I prayed 
and set out. God providentially led me to 
some young believers I met one at a time, 
and each in an unusual way. I began to love 
them and slowly got them to attend the 
weekly meetings. When I got to meet them 
often I discussed God's Plan with them. It 
is almost unbelievable the way God helped 
me to talk to them and convince them from 
the Scriptures. I used to sit and discuss for  

many hours with them. God touched their 
hearts and after some time they all came to 
a knowledge of the Truth. By the books that 
I gave them they were further established 
and now we hope no one can shake their 
faith. They are witnessing to others and 

Br. and Sr. D. S. P. Varma 

bringing them to our meetings. To me God 
has set an open door. Strong Pentecostals, 
Roman Catholics, and even Hindus have 
come to the knowledge of the Truth. They 
have left their churches and idols and have 
consecrated their lives to God. God has 
done great things! 

"God has given us a Vision!" 
I remember the words the Lord has spo-

ken from 1 Samuel 10:26. God has given 
me a team to work with. All are committed 
to take the Truth to every place. God has 
given us a vision. We have many plans. We 
know we are only a few but the Lord is 
adding to us. We are youngsters only (not 

See India page 2 



Pastors Reject Truth Witness 
I 

These are excrpts from Br. A. Ebenezer's 
letter who lives in Nagercoil, a city at the 
southern tip of the Indian sub-continent. 
This is a city that was near to "Russell-
Puram", mentioned in the Convention 
Report Sermons, pp. 222-238. We haven't 
been able to discern the current status of 
"Russell-Puram," it is not known whether it 
still bears that name or is today a part of 
Nagercoil. In the Convention Report 
Sermons they are mentioned as separate 
cities. 

"... I went to the army at the time of the 
2nd World War (1942) under the British 
Government. I was released in 1947. Then 
I came to my native place, Trichinappally. 
In 1952 I attended the Indian Bible Stu-
dents' Association for Bible Study. I was to 
Coimbatore Bible Students Convention in 
1954 and there I was baptized. After a few 
years, I was selected as a church elder by 
the Trichinappally Bible Students. Re-
leased from my railway job in 1962 I came 
to Nagercoil to join my wife, and for three 
years I and Br. Bamabas attended a Protes-
tant church convention near Russelpuram. 

I learned that from 1914 to 1918 there were 
some Bible Students there prepared by S.P. 
Davey. (See R. 4594) He was the first Bible 
Student in southern India at Nagercoil. At 
that time Pastor Russell visited there, and I 
came to Nagercoil in1962. There are no 
Bible Students here now because all are 
dead. Since then I am the only Bible 
Student here giving the Lord's message. 

Some pastors like my message and they 
call me to give it. Most of them, after I am 
finished giving my message, say, 'Your 
message is Russell's truth. We don't want 
his truth because Russell did not believe in 
the Trinity and Hell and Paradise. We 
believe strongly in the Trinity.' They will 
not call me a second time. 

Now a lot of conventions are held by 
Protestant churches. They are giving milk 
food. They don't speak about the subject of 
the Lord's second presence. Now many 
church pastors call me the Russell preacher 
because they don't like Russell's books. 
They don't want to read them. But all the 
Nagercoil church pastors know me. Now 
the Protestant bishop has given the order to  

the church not to call any outside preachers. 
But some don't obey his orders and some 
church workers do call me to give the 
message of Christ's Second Presence and 
his 1000 Year Kingdom, the Judgment, 
bringing Peace to the World, the Spirit 
Begotten Sons of God, and the Three Cov-
enants. 

Now in Nagercoil the Roman Catholic, 
Protestant, Pentecostal, and the Salvation 
Army join together. Every month they put 
on one convention. The Roman Catholic 
bishop, the Protestant bishop, the Pentecos-
tal leader and the Salvation Army colonel 
all give messages. Now the Protestant 
Church inside is altered. They have put a 
big cross on the wall. In these days the 
Lord's people will get in trouble. Please 
send me immediately Russell's Volumes, 
Our Most Holy Faith and a Chart of the 
Ages - very important. I want to distribute 
our Bible Student books to the Protestant 
church pastors and to their church people. 
This is very important witness also..." ❑ 

India From page 1 
many great) but God has said he will 'or-
dain strength out of babes and sucklings." 
(Psalm 8:2) We are preparing ourselves 
with prayers and fasting. We want to launch 
out! We have the Truth with us. I and my 
wife visited about 40 houses of nominal 
Christians and offered Bible study. Some 
have invited us. It's a wonder how the Truth 
is received. It answers all their questions, 
clears all their doubts. We are so privileged 
to be trusted by God with this great mystery 
now revealed. Praise God! We want to visit 
every Christian house here and tell the 
Truth. (Bangalore is the fastest growing 
city in SE Asia) God will surely open many 
doors. He has already opened many doors. 
We trust God is going to do a great work in 
these last days. We have entered the vine-
yard in the last hour and therefore we must 
work with greatest zeal. The way God has 
touched the people has so much encouraged 
us to go to many, many more. 

Plea for Prayers 
Brothers and sisters, please pray for us 

all. Please pray for those whom the Lord 
has brought to the Truth, and for all our 
plans. But, especially pray for me, that I 
may be an example to them in holiness, 
faith and love... 

Need for Literature is Great 
Now we are a small ecclesia. We attend 

prayer meetings and conventions with other 
Bible Students' fellowships. But, we have 
our own identity, vision and ministry. We 
regularly invite senior Bible Students to 
come and give discourse. Br. Ligorious 
regularly attends our meetings. I and my 
wife are now staying with my mother. She 
encourages us in everything we do. In our 
house we have a Bible study every Wednes-
day; fasting, prayer and testimony meeting 
on every Friday, and worship services on 
Sunday. The brethren come to all these  

meetings. We have cottage meetings on 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday in three 
different parts of the city. I give only Bible 
Students' books to the brethren. Some have 
already finished reading the Six Volumes of 
Studies in the Scriptures. I have given all 
the other books I have, yet there are many to 
whom I have no books to give. In the future 
as we witness to more people, we will need 
more books. In fact, we teach everything 
ourselves, but it is good that they read for 
themselves. We need a large supply of 
books. We can't buy those books here. I 
know you have already sent such a lot of 
books to different parts of India. Maybe 
you can contact some Bible Students there 
and tell about the need here. We will make 
every effort to see the books go only to those 
who will profit by them. I wanted to write 
more about the vision God has given us, but 
already this letter has become so long! 
Thank you for reading it. I have written 
some of the books we need. Send them 
whenever God helps you to. ❑ 

Loyalty to God 
When Satan beheld Adam and Eve placed under Divine favor in the Garden 

of Eden, the temptation can to him that, if he could get than on his side, then 
he would become a mighty one, a ruler. Why did this temptation come to him? 
He knew well that the thought was disloyal to his Creator...Satan's deflection was 
through his own mind... he allowed his mind to run on... 

So far as we know, this is the process of every mind. The fact that sin 
develops does not prove that there was a germ of sin. But an active mind 
always plans. As New Creatures it would be possible for us to cultivate or  

to allow to germinate in our minds certain thoughts, certain ambitions, 
certain imaginations, which would eventually lead us astray. It is the duty 
of every New Creature to repudiate every thought that is disloyal to God or 
to His Laws. The loyalty of the mind should be so great that anything 
contrary to God's will would be considered treason. This is the only safe 
position for the New Creature. Everything known to be disloyal should be 
discountenanced, fought against. For, as surely as evil things come in, 
progress is made toward destruction of the loyalty of the mind. R5019 
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Entered Into Rest 
"This corruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality." I Cor. 15:52 

■ Br. Harold Stansberry of Yorktown, Indiana suffered a stroke 
fifteen days before his death on August 31 at 81 years of age. An 
ailing back had kept him in pain for many years despite having 
undergone two surgeries for 
it. After the second he was 
free of pain for only six 
months. His wife Sr. Helen 
gave him loving care until her 
health broke 18 months ago. 
Her son Br. Dennis will 
assume her care just as he had 
kept a watchful eye upon both 
in their afflictions. 

When Harold and Helen lost 
their seven-year-old son to lock-
jaw, their hearts turned to the 
Lord for comfort which they 
found in Present Truth through 
Helen's father, the late Br. 
Charles McMains. They were 
immersed together in 1953. 

Formerly he was an elder in the Muncie Indiana Ecclesia for 
nearly thirty years where his earlier association with the late Br. 
Ohmer Krull prepared him for eldership. Br. Krull had served 
under Br. Russell in the Photo-drama work. 

Besides his wife Sr. Helen, Br. Harold leaves a son Br. Dennis, 
Rt 1, Box 308, Alexandria, Indiana 46001; four daughters: Naomi, 
Donna, Rebecca and Sonja; 13 grandchildren and 11 great-grand-
children. Br. Owen Kindig of Columbus Bible Students gave Br. 
Harold's last witness which was a comfort to the family. 

■ Br. Edward Pockoski entered into rest on March 8 at his home 
in Danielson, Conn. He was active throughout his long life of 85 
years until an emergency trip to the hospital Dec. 15, 1994, where 
he was diagnosed with bone cancer. In the more than two months 
ensuing, he experienced little or no pain until shortly before his 
death which occurred in his sleep. His widow Sr. Bertha is grateful 
for the providential overruling in his affliction that could have been 
a long painful ordeal. 

Br. Edward was a loving father to his five stepchildren who 
survive him, also ten grandchildren, twelve great-grandchildren; a 
first cousin Br. Dan Slivinsky. Sr. Bertha' s address is: PO Box 214, 
Danielson, CT 06239. 

In his early years Br. Edward accompanied his mother to 
meetings and conventions of the Polish brethren. He made a 
consecration to the Lord 48 years ago, and had been a deacon in the 
Groton-New London Ecclesia for many years. Br. Paul Mali an 
elder there gave Br. Edward's funeral witness. 

■ Rosina Webster of Denver, Colorado, formerly of Dayton, 
Ohio, finished her earthly course on July 10 at the age of 91. She 
and her husband Earl (died Nov. 1986) lived in the Denver area for 
many years and were active in serving the brethren in many ways. 

Her love of the Truth and the brethren was often expressed in 
poetic verse - some of which was published. Her gentle manner and 
sense of humor brightened many days for others. 

Sr. Rosina fell in her apartment in early June and was paralyzed 
from her waist down. She was in a nursing home thereafter until 
her death. Surviving are three sons, several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Br. Tom Moore of Wyoming officiated at the 
funeral service, and, at the request of her son Neil, brought out the 
beauties of her beliefs - the Truth.  

■ Sr. Edith Dickey of Gresham, Oregon, entered into rest August 
10, at age 83. Reared by an excellent family in Nebraska, she 
married Br. Al Dickey in 1950. She loved the Truth and was active 
in several ecclesias over her married life including several years in 
Denver, Colorado, then Upland, California and last in the Bible 
Students Retirement Center of Gresham. The radio broadcast of 
"Frank and Ernest" started her and Al as continuing members of the 
ecclesias. 

She is survived by her husband Al and her adopted son David. 
She came from a large family of aunts and uncles but now only 
survived by a few relatives. Sr. Edith was blind from glaucoma 
which became severe the last two years of her life. Even so, she 
loved to listen to the Bible and other Truth books read to her. Her 
death was due to a heart attack. 

■ Sr. Claire Petermann of Valparaiso, Indiana finished her 
course on Sunday, June 18 after a long struggle with Parkinson's 
Disease. She longed to be "changed" and the Manna text 
(Psa.16:11) for the day of her death was appropriate. 

Sr. Claire died in her 90th year. She had lived in Warrenville, 
Wheaton and Batavia, Illinois where she became acquainted with 
the Bible Students through Br. Cluey. An avid searcher for Bible 
truth, she rejoiced in telling everyone she knew about God's 
wonderful Plan of the Ages. 

Almost ten years ago she moved to Valparaiso, Indiana to be 
near her daughter, and entered a nursing home. There she was "a 
burning and shining light" testifying the Truth to all. Her deep 
abiding faith, sense of humor and beautiful smile enhanced her 
witness in talking about the doctrines of the Lord. She met with the 
Northwest Indiana Bible Students until no longer able to do so. 

Life laid some heavy burdens on her, as when death claimed her 
son and 16 year-old grandson in a fatal plane crash. She never 
murmured though it was a continual sorrow to her. She is survived 
by a daughter who believes the Truth, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

The funeral service conducted by Br. Gene Burns was shared 
with Brs. David Niemyski and Alfred Burns. 

■ Sr. Dorothy Baum of Forestville, Wisconsin entered into rest 
on June 28, just two weeks short of her 79th birthday. Born in 
Withee, Wisconsin, Dorothy moved to Chicago after high school, 
to work. Later she met and married Walter Baum, also from 
Withee, in 1946. They divorced in 1954 leaving her to raise their 
three children. She felt her place as a mother was in the home and 
did not seek outside employment until they finished school. She 
and her son Loyd moved to Door County, Wisconsin in 1983 to he 
near her daughter Sr. Ruth Bender. (See Afflicted) 

Her life of sacrifice and hardship developed in her a meek and 
unselfish spirit. She faced her battle with cancer bravely - suffering 
much pain - as she had faced other challenges of life, exemplifying 
Christian character. 

Sr. Baum is survived by a son Loyd, two daughters: Joan and Sr. 
Ruth, and grandchildren; three sisters and a brother. The funeral 
witness was given by Br. Tom Gilbert. 

■ Br. Floyd Beal of Ormond Beach, Florida, formerly of 
Indianapolis, finished his earthly course April 8. A Navy veteran 
of World War II, he was 91. 

He and his wife Frances (Frankie) were members of the Muncie, 
Indiana class for many years until her death. 

He is survived by a son Jack, a granddaughter, three great-
grandchildren, two great-great-grandchildren. 

See Deaths page 5 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"In the multitude of my thoughts within me thy comforts delight my soul." Psa. 94:19 

■Br. Richard Evans, (5545 E Evergreen Blvd. #606, Vancouver, 
WA 98661; (360) 760-7366 [new area code]). 

Having heard that Br. Evans had suffered a stroke and had brain 
surgery, we were all anxious to know the outcome. Today (8/8) a 
letter from Br. Richard brought a factual account of the problem. 
Space required some editing of the contents which we give 
herewith. Ed. 

"My final CAT scan yesterday shows everything has about 
returned to normal...We suspect the problem began last Fall [when 
a piece of luggage] fell and hit me on the head. By the end of June, 
I developed severe headaches, vomiting, nosebleed, etc. The first 
of four CAT scans revealed the area between my brain and skull 
was filled with fluid, compressing the brain. They put me in the 
hospital at once for surgery that day. 

"Two holes were drilled in the top front of my skull and tubes 
inserted for drainage into two bags. At the end of the second day 
after surgery both bags were full of fluid (each about a pint). It was 
hard to believe there was that much fluid inside my skull, but the 
surgeon confirmed it. No wonder my head ached! 

"During all this Sr. Shirley has been a rock and has given me 
great support. She joins me in expressing our gratitude and 
appreciation, and sincere thanks for your prayers, phone calls and 
the many cards. Indeed, the Lord has blessed us, not only in this 
experience, but with the wonderful spiritual family he has given 
us!" Psalm 117 

■ Br. Wilf and Sr. Berna McNee (6569 Arggle Street, 
Vancouver, BC V59 3K5) wish to greet their brethren and to say 
"We greatly desire to express our gratitude to all you dear brethren 
who have come to visit us, who have prayed with us and for us, and 
willingly poured out your alabaster boxes for us in your words of 
love and encouragement. 

"We also wish to acknowledge with grateful hearts your cards 
and letters - messages of love - on the occasion of our Golden 
Wedding anniversary (May 28). We would prefer to answer 
individually (if we could) all of these expressions of love, and 
especially your prayers; our sentiments are, nonetheless, loving 
and personal toward all. For this God is one God forever and ever; 
He will be our guide even unto death.' Psalm 48:14 In the one 
blessed hope." 

New address for W.A. McNee, St. Vincent Hospital, Brook 
Fahrni Pavilion, Room 466, 749 W. 33rd Avenue, Vancouver, BC, 
Canada V5Z 2K4 

■ Br. Tom Paterson (Quayside Nursing Home, Iona House Rm 
5, 250 Halley St., Yoker, Glasgow, Scotland G13 ADT). 

Sr. Jessie Norman of Yeovil, England sent the following in 
response to our request: 

"I feel I should let you know Sr. Paterson finished her course...and 
Brother has been gradually failing in health since. He had a fall 
sometime back and broke a leg which has caused much suffering 
- always in pain. It was a complicated case for the doctors. After 
having been in four hospitals he is now in a nursing home - in a 
wheel chair most of the time. The leg is four inches short, with shoe 
built up. Now 92, his eyes also are causing trouble. Very difficult 
to read or write. He says, and I quote: 

'I often wonder where would I be now if without all the 
wonderful knowledge and fellowship built up over past years - I 
would be lost. To have ability now to think back on wonderful 
experiences is what sustains me here.' Sr. Norman continues: "It  

[the Newsletter] may prove helpful as he has no fellowship, and 
good it is to have the love and thoughts of our brethren..." See 
Brethren 

The Terry Nadals of England wrote also, and gave the date of 
Sr. Jean Paterson's death (December 27, 1985). 

■ Br. Paul Brown (1902 Pennsylvania St., Columbus, IN 47201) 
is saddened by his wife Margaret's suffering, the result of a fall 
down the basement stairs on August 15. She received a severe blow 
to the head requiring nine stitches, a wrenching of her ankle and a 
broken finger on the left hand. At this time she is somewhat 
recuperated from the shock, but bones and muscle take time to 
mend. 

■ Br. Henry an Sr. Anne Kwolek (38321 Richland, Livonia, MI 
48150-2443) wish to acknowledge the continued interest and 
concern manifested by the brethren in their messages and faith-
strengthening texts of scriptures. "Their many assurances of prayer 
on our behalf and love warms our hearts during the ongoing illness 
and especially Br. Henry's recent hospitalization with an infection 
and high fever which weakened his condition further. After 15 days 
in the hospital, by the Lord's grace, he responded to the treatment 
and was released for further care at home. He is slowly regaining 
his strength and able to attend meetings and continue to rejoice with 
the brethren in class studies, when possible. 

"We thank the Lord, who has traveled the way before us, and 
shares all our burdens (gifts) and holds us by the hand and carries 
us when we can not go alone. We have many precious memories 
of all the brethren who signed the various convention sheets; 1-0, 
Chicago Memorial Day, West Suburban, Salem and various classes: 
Miami Valley, Spokane, East Los Angeles. We thank all the 
brethren for your brotherly love. We ask for continued interest in 
prayer, for grace to accept the Lord's will in All things' which are 
'only for the moment and not worthy to be compared with the glory 
that shall be revealed in us.' He knows what will enable us to praise 
him in the highest degree." 

■ Sr. Clara Ogan (3212 E. Meadowlake Drive, Hutchinson, KS 
67502-1522) has been in a period of affliction, the result of a broken 
hip that was not fully corrected in surgery. This was discovered 
when she fell last January and broke the same hip. The second 
surgery was equally unsuccessful following which she was unable 
to move for two weeks. She was confined to a wheelchair, all the 
while enduring debilitating pain. 

Finally, Sr. Clara consulted an out-of-town surgeon who said the 
surgery must be done over to correct the basic problem. It was 
performed in mid August. She is now free of pain and can 
anticipate going home after a period of rehabilitation. 

■ Sr. Ruth Bender (759 N. Carnot Road, Forestville, WI 54213) 
is rejoicing in her mother's release from suffering - yet sorrowful 
to break the tender ties of flesh. Sr. Dorothy Baum died June 28 in 
her daughter's home. Sr. Ruth writes: 

"We are glad she didn't suffer long and that my brother Loyd and 
I were able to care for her at home. I was blessed by witnessing my 
brother's patient, loving care and self-sacrificing spirit to the end 
which strengthened my sister Joan' s faith also." 

Sr. Ruth, her husband Br. Bill and brother Loyd wish to thank 
the brethren for all the cards and words of strength and encourage-
ment received from them. 

See Afflicted page 13 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"Walk worthy of the vocation wh erewith ye are called." Eph. 4:1 

Immersions 1995 

At Chicago, Illinois, May 7: 
Sr. Claudia Tosa of Romania, temporarily of Chicago Bible 
Students, is the daughter of Truth parents. 

At Spearfish, SD, July 20: 
Br. Robert Tofte of Spearfish SD, received an introduction to the 
Truth through a tract in the mail. 

At Worthington, Ohio, July 28: 
Br. Mark Tribble, Starkville, Mississippi, received a first witness 
through a magazine ad placed by the Wilmington/Chesapeake City 
Delaware Ecclesia. 

At Milwaukee, WI, Sept. 10: 
Br. Jerry Lange and Sr. Charlene Lange both of the Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin class. Br. Jerry received the Truth through his 
grandfather, a former pilgrim and elder in the Polish Bible Students 
class. Sr. Charlene is the wife of Br. Jerry and heard the Truth from 
him. 

At Targu Mures, Romania: 
A total of 17 were immersed. Among them: Br. Lajos and 
Sr.Viorica Gyorgy of Cluj, Br. Nelu Harsan of Deva, four from 
Gadalin, one from Corpadea, one from Caian. Also Sr. Aurelia, a 
Romanian that lives in Austria with her husband, a Baptist. 

At Cluj, Romania: 
Br. Florea Stefanescu of Dragasani, Valcea, heard the Truth from 
Sr. Maria Nanestean while in a health resort, some two years ago. 

At Sanmihaiu Almasului, Romania: 
There were eight immersed. The new brethren are of the area called 
Valea Almasului, on the way to Zalau. 

At Donduseni, Moldova: 
Vera Burlacu 43. 

At Ruseni, Moldova: 
Maria Lazar 57, Olga B. 60, Vasile Neagu 26, Natalia Neagu 20, 
Natalia Neagu 26, Mariana Neagu 15, Olga Bodareva 26. 

Br. Viorel Neagu Shares a Beautiful Story 
"Two years ago when we were visiting the brethren in Cluj and the 
time had come for us to leave, Sr. Viorica put her arms around Br. 
Comel Brie and was sobbing. Br. Comel comforted her by saying 
'Don't cry dear sister, we will spend eternity together'; 'Yes, she 
cried, but you will be in heaven and I will be on the earth' . This year 
when we return home," Br. Viorel said; -Sr. Viorica won't be 
crying because she now believes the door is open and she is running 
for the same high calling!" 

Br. Mark Tribble, Starkville, Mississippi 
I have been in the Truth for about a year. My wife sent in for a free 

ad in Freebies magazine, put there by the Wilmington/Delaware 
Ecclesia. We got a little booklet called How to Study the Bible and 
Have it Make Sense. I thought, Well this does make sense. 

"I was raised in 
the Nazarene 
church. I thought 
that God's plan 
was to keep as 
many people out 
of Hell as could 
go there. I didn't 
really know he had 
a plan. I am real 
thankful for com-
ing into the Truth 
and I have had 
some fellow ship 
here today with the 
brethren, and I 
have fellowship 
with Br. Doran 
and Br. Tim and 
Sr. Lois 
Armstrong. They 
have been very 

helpful and answered all my questions, and really been a blessing 
to me. I just wanted to express my thanks before the Lord. The 
Huntsville brethren have helped me out a lot too. I think I am one 
of five or six Bible Students in Mississippi - not one of the most 
enlightened places in the United States. We would like you to pray 
for us. My wife is interested and I have a little girl, and a baby on 
the way. So, I would like to be able to teach her the Truth, stay 
faithful and make my calling and election sure. I have a lot to learn 
and a long way to go, but it has been more wonderful everyday. I 
just wanted to express that before the Lord and let you know I love 
the Lord and his Plan as I've come to know it." 

Br. Frank Boychuk Reports Baptismal Privilege 
"Br. Robert Tofte learned of the Truth through a tract in the mail. 
He is 49 years of age, isolated, lives alone and is partially blind 
(classified as legally blind). 

"We met in his apartment in Spearfish, South Dakota on July 20 
where I gave a discourse on baptism. There were six of us present 
(besides Br. Robert): Br. John and Sr. Mary Olchowy, Sr. Ann 
Michalyca, his friend Tim Toews, Sr. Anne (Boychuk) and myself. 
The immersion service was in a beautiful lake, 12 miles out of 
Spearfish. 

"Br. Robert has all the Volumes, Reprints and a number of 
booklets; a Manna, Songs in the Night. We left with him some 
audio and video tapes." 

Deaths From page 3 

■ Sr. Irma Reynolds Huffman of Steubenville, Ohio finished her 
course on August 22 of a heart attack in her 82nd year. She had been 
ailing for the past six years. She leaves her husband and a son. 

Sr. Irma was the eldest of six children of which five made 
consecrations to the Lord, and all survive her: Srs. Louise Will-
iams, Pauline Teaff, Marjorie Price, Br. Robert and Jack Sims. 

Br. Harry Grable of the Akron Ohio Ecclesia conducted the 
funeral service. 

■ Sr. Ellen Villasana of St. Louis, Missouri died in June, a victim 
of cancer for two years, at 43. She leaves her husband, two sons, 
her mother Sr. Lois Smith (126 Sarah Lane, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 
43085) and a brother Dan Smith. ❑ 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"Because thy loving kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee." Psa. 63:6 

Testimonies at Vancouver, BC May 21: 

Brought News and Much Love 
Br. Don Canell, Seattle, Washington 
"...I expect that by this time everyone knows that Br. Don Nussel 
had an accident on the 13th of April. His bus was rear-ended by a 
car going at high speed. Br. Don has had considerable problems 
with whiplash since... 

"I count it a privilege to be here and I think of our text of being 
'thoroughly furnished' by the various truths that we hear. I don't 
know how thoroughly furnished I am, but that is my desire to 
continue making my calling and election sure..." 

"Not often does the Lord cooperate like that..." 
Br. Edward Lorenz, Tigard, Oregon 
"I wish to give thanks to the Lord for the blessings we share today 
in this sweet period of fellowship. Seeing Br. David Bruce stand 
up made me think of the fact that 50 years ago, in 1945, Br. David 
and my wife Doris were immersed together at Detroit Convention. 
It has been a long period of time for both of them and I am glad they 
are holding onto their faith to this late date 

"I had mentioned earlier a little humorous story that occurred 
some years ago at this convention. They wanted me to give the 
public talk and I chose the subject. 'Earthquakes and Whirlwinds, 
the Signs of God's Kingdom.' I had done research on the number 
of earthquakes, etc., to show it is in harmony with Matthew 24. So 
the brethren were putting tracts out on Saturday for the public 
meeting on Sunday. During the course of the tracting, they had an 
earthquake in Vancouver! So not often does the Lord cooperate 
with you like that. We have many ways to bolster our faith as we 
go along in the narrow way." 

Elated with Witness Privilege 
Br. Tom Canell, Seattle, Washington 
"...I had an inspiring experience I want to share with you. The Lord 
has given me an opportunity now with a woman at work. I was 
mentioning about the kingdom arrangements and how everyone 
will be resurrected and have a chance to live forever right here on 
the earth. She said, 'Will I be able to see my brother?' He was 
drowned at a young age and torn up in the water. I said that he will 
be given a body. She asked, 'How will I recognize him?' I said, 
'What if right now I was on the other side of the wall and I asked 
you for a book. You couldn't see me but would you know who it 
is?' She said, 'Yes, I would recognize your voice.' I then told her 
a way would be provided where she could recognize her loved ones 
in the Kingdom. She was very excited as her initial reaction and 
she said 'I hope that is true, I hope that is true.' You don't always 
get a reaction like that. I have gotten a complete opposite. The idea 
of two salvation's is not a concept that the world knows and we 
know that they are blinded at this time..." 

Convention Blesses Br. Wilf McNee 
Sr. Berna McNee, Vancouver, BC 
"I wanted to thank the Lord for the privilege of being here and 
especially for having Br. Wilf here for that one meeting and for 
lunch. I think he really enjoyed himself and revelled in the love 
shown to him by the brethren. I have also been blessed by having 
Br. John and Sr. Mary Olchowy with me for a few days and they 
have been a big help in many respects. I appreciate their services. 
I am very grateful that we were able to be here and that Br. Wilf was 
able to share. I thank you for your love to us and for your prayers 

in the past. We certainly do appreciate them and ask the Lord's 
blessing upon you all." 

Brief Study in Volume Brings One Back 
Br. Ron Palmgren, Wenatchee, Washington 

hadn't planned on testifying but we do have a thought from 
F607-608 that is a good thing to look up and review, in a world that 
is falling apart. We have people around us that are finding fault to 
remind us of our places...We're certainly pleased to have the 
privilege of learning about these things and sometimes it's the hard 
way. When your time is taken up almost totally, we find that just 
a few minutes in any one of the Volumes to ask the Lord to help you, 
is a really strong thing to bring you back in the direction you want 
to go... 

"Also, as Br. Brownie said, we appreciate the platform and the 
convention and the dear brethren here and all the work they have 
put out for us. I'd like to thank the Lord also for the blessing of 
having a brother that I can share my life and my work with, and that 
is Br. Brownie. It is very special in these kind of times to have that. 
So we thank the Lord for that and for all the help that all the brethren 
have given us." 

Can Lose Sharpness of Truth 
Br. Daniel Szarkowicz, Vancouver, BC 
"I say this from my heart it is rally important to realize the 
seriousness of the time we live in. I made a resolution that I will 
keep in focus the seriousness of the time - the importance of the 
time we live in. The world is very tempting and the temptations 
come so suddenly and from different directions, in so innocent a 
way, that we might not realize how quickly we can become a little 
bit lazy and sort of lose the sharpness of our faith. This is my 
resolution in the year to come I would like to keep more in control 
and more into keeping focused on the vision that we have which is 
so wonderful. Another special blessing that we received by having 
Sr. Ann with us a few days, it helped us to see how different people 
live and deal with certain problems. It is nice to see some of our 
ways to deal with our children. When she would hear Esther with 
our children it was like herself years ago with her own children. So 
it helped us to think that what we are doing is what they did and 
hopefully it worked for them and it will work for us..." 

Testimonies at Chicago, Illinois May28-29: 

Appreciates New Brother's Questions 
Br. Peter Knapp, Columbus, Ohio Ecclesia 
"...I want to relate a blessing we are having in our week night 
meeting. There is a new brother, and for a number of years in his 
own Bible studies he came to the thought that he didn't believe in 
hell and he was thinking of a future probation. Cleaning out his 
desk one day he came across a really old tract from the Ft. Worth 
class on hell. He looked through it and thought that was what he 
believed. So he got the class line and got in touch with the brethren 
and now comes to Wednesday night meetings. It has been very nice 
having him there. He has been a blessing, he keeps us on our toes 
and he asks a lot of questions. He came to the Sunday meeting for 
the first time this past weekend and it has been a blessing..." 

Seeing Photodrama Like a Miracle. 
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
"...I would like to raise my voice in thanksgiving to our loving 
heavenly Father for the gift of his dear son. If it wasn't for Jesus 

See Brethren page 10 



Israel and the Rites of a First-born Israeli Male 
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Portions of this fascinating comparison 
between events in Israel's recent history 
and the life of a Jewish first-born son were 
quoted in a discourse by Br. Don Canell in 
1994 at Langley, B.C. He obtained for the 
Newsletter the text from which these 
exerpts are taken. Ed. 

THE prophetic Plan of God seems to be 
woven throughout the life and culture of the 
Jewish people. Vendyl Jones lived in Is-
rael, attended the Hebrew University at 
Jerusalem and, as a soldier, fought with 
Israel in the Six-Day war. He made the 
following comparison between the regi-
mented life of a Jewish first-born male child 
and the events of Israel's recent history. 

"And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus 
saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my 
firstborn." - Exodus 4:22. 

God made the analogy that Israel was his 
first-born. Some months later at Sinai God 
gave a series of ceremonies which should be 
observed in the life of a Jewish first-born 
male child. 

1) Birth of First-horn male. 
The Nation of Israel is horn May 14, 
1948. 

The British officially gave up their con-
trol of the land Israel; the British flag was 
lowered in Tel-Aviv and the six-pointed 
star of David was hoisted over the land for 
the first time in over 1900 years. This 
second birth of Israel was historic and po-
litical. Before the British left the land, they 
gave all their tanks, their armaments, their 
artillery and their ammunition to the Arabs; 
they left the Jewish people without means 
of defending themselves. The British Navy 
moved out into the Mediterranean, off the 
shores of Israel, and set up what history 
calls the British blockade - they would 
allow no arms shipments to Israel. Within 
a week the Arab nations had alerted their 
armed forces and had prepared for war; an 
army of Arabs amassed their troops along 
the borders of Israel and lined up those 
British tanks for an offensive against the 
Jew. The Arab nations were determined to 
push the Jew into the sea; they declared that 
they were going to cut off the necks, the 
arms and the legs of the Jews and the 
invasion was set for sunrise on the 8th day. 

2) 8th-day circumcision - the Brit-
me-lah. 

The Jewish people had no standing army, 
no tanks and very few armaments. How-
ever, on the afternoon of the 7th day, the 

Israeli people got together and planned 
their strategy. As the sun set, thus begin-
ning the 8th day, the Jewish people com-
mandeered every taxicab they could find in 
Jerusalem; they collected hundreds of empty 
barrels and, along with a number of logging 
chains, loaded them into the taxis. Under 
the cover of darkness, they proceeded to the 
front lines. The makeshift Israeli army 
stopped the taxis three miles back from the 
front lines, showed the women how to push 
the barrels and rattle the chains in order to 
make them sound like the lengths of chains 
on the drive wheels of a tank; then they 
lifted the hoods of those taxis and removed 
the manifolds from the motors. With no 
mufflers they cranked up the engines on cue 
and began to move through the darkness 
toward the British tanks and the Arab armies 
along the front lines. Suddenly through the 
darkness the Arabs heard the roaring mo-
tors and clanking chain drives of "tanks." 
They were so confident of victory that they 
were not prepared to fight under the cover 
of darkness. They had no choice but to run. 
And that they did, leaving their tanks, their 
armaments, the ammunition and their sup-
plies behind. The Israeli soldiers drove 
their commandeered taxicabs up to the tanks, 
armaments, ammunition and supplies and 
took them over. 

3)30th-day redemption of the First-
Born entitled Ped-yon-hahven. 

For a month the British had blockaded 
the Mediterranean and would not allow any 
ships to bring supplies to the new Israeli 
nation. It is said that President Harry Truman 
contacted Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
and said in effect, "Get those ships out of the 
Mediterranean and give those Jews a 
chance." 

That British blockade was broken on the 
30th day. Supplies immediately began 
getting through to Israel. Without those 
supplies, the Israeli nation could not have 
won their war against the Arabs. 

4) 13th-year age of responsibility -
the Bar-mitz-vah 
1960-61 Israel Declared sovereign 
Nation by U.N. 

The Israeli Intelligence Agency located 
a German Nazi hiding in exile. His name 
was Adolf Eichman. He was arrested, 
flown to Jerusalem and put on trial for the 
murder of six million Jews. He was found 
guilty and was hanged. His body was 
cremated and his ashes were scattered 
through every nation in the world. 

During his trial, the United Nations tried 
to censure Israel. A resolution was entered 
in the General Assembly of the U.N. assert-
ing that, since the young Israeli nation did 
not exist at the time the crimes were com-
mitted, they had no jurisdiction over Adolf 
Eichman. David Ben Gurion, Prime Minis-
ter of Israel, declared that Israeli antiquity 
established their authority. During the 
course of the debate, Ambassador Golda 
Meier gained the floor to declare that the 
United Nations since 1948 had only recog-
nized the State of Israel as an underdevel-
oped nation and in all those years had never 
recognized the sovereignty of Israel. Her 
delegation sat at the table of underdevel-
oped nations. Golda decried that day that 
the United Nations had no jurisdiction over 
the nation of Israel because they had failed 
to recognize the Jewish State as a sovereign 
nation; she decried their hypocrisy over the 
matter of jurisdiction and claimed that they 
had no jurisdiction to tell Israel about juris-
diction. That threw the assembly into chaos. 

She was right. The U.N. was caught in 
a web of its own making. Suddenly the 
ambassador from the Soviet Union made a 
motion to recognize the sovereignty of the 
State of Israel. The motion received a 
second. The vote was taken and passed. 
The United Nations formally recognized 
the Nation of Israel as a nation among the 
nations of the world in the 13-year of the 
Jewish State. 

Golda then took the floor again to de-
clare the nation of Israel's Bar-mitz-vah. 
And further, she stated, that since Israel was 
now a sovereign nation, the U.N. could not 
speak against Israel, for Israel she said, 
could do anything she wanted to do and the 
United Nations could not say a thing about 
it. At that, the General Assembly dropped 
the entire matter. 

5) 20th-year military induction. 
"From twenty years old and upward, 
all that are able to go forth to war in 
Israel;..." Numbers 1:3 

Israel went to war in her 20th year: In 
June of 1967 the Israeli army fought the 
historic six-day war. For the next ten years, 
Israel fought against the Arabs. On Yom 
Kippur the day of Atonement in 1973, the 
Arab nations launched the most massive 
offensive against the Jew the world had ever 
seen and it looked like the Jewish nation 
would lose. Three thousand of Israel's 
finest young men were slain within a few 
days time. Every family in Israel was 
affected and Israel almost lost the war. 

See Firstborn page 9 



Five of the Romanian youth who traveled to America 

"In Thee 0 Lord do I put my Trust" 
8 

Br. Larry Davis of the Colorado Bible 
Students reports on his visit of more than 
three weeks this summer to Romania and 
Moldova. He says it is only a small summary 
of the blessings and opportunities enjoyed for 
which he is thankful to the Lord. Ed. 

My 1995 trip to Romania and Moldova 
began with a stop at Ray and Carmella 
Luke's for rest and fellowship. At breakfast 
on June 5 we read and discussed the Manna 
text and comments. Several times Br. Ray 
would ask each of us later if we remem-
bered the text. This became a means of 
impressing this text upon our minds and we 
could see later in the trip that this was to 
become the theme of my experiences this 
year. -In thee, 0 Lord do I put my trust"! Ps. 
31:1 

Special love was sent to the brethren in 
America from Sr. Elisabeta Precup, Sr. Lisa 
(Groves) Dragos and all the brethren in each 
of the locations we visited. Numerous 
scriptures, hymns and Volume references 
were sent. The location names will mean 
little to most of you but as you read these 
names, just think of 15 to 150 brethren from 
each location, sending special love and 
greetings. In Romania: Bucharest, Lupeni, 
Petrosan, Dev a, Sebes, Cucierda, Cluj, 
Sinmihaiu, Zalau, Arduzel, Satu Mare, 
Negresti, Sighet, Yapa, Calinesti and Baia 
Mare. In Moldova: Tinterini, Balti, Ruseni, 
Parcova, Edentz, Donduseni and Timova. 

This year the trip had four aspects. 
1) In Bucharest and Cluj, determining if 

various purchases could be made with credit 
cards instead of having to carry large 
amounts of cash from America. We learned  

that no business accepts credit cards and 
there are no ATM's. However, by taking 
our credit card to a bank we were able to get 
cash advances in both Bucharest and Cluj. 
These funds were then used to purchase five 
airline tickets for the young people travel- 

ing to America for the youth seminar and to 
purchase an HP5P laser printer from a com-
puter store in Cluj. For those interested in 
using this method, the charges include: a 
small bank fee for the transaction; a cash 
advance fee of two percent of the amount 
(maximum $25), and the interest charges on 
your credit card until the bill is paid. The 
charges were minimal and the process quite 
simple. Also, in Cluj we found a company 
that would connect Sr. Beti to the Internet 
and arrangements were made for the system 
to be installed. (Since returning, installa-
tion is complete and we have received e-
mail from Sr. Beti.) 

2)Traveling by train to various locations 
between Bucharest and Cluj. On the trip 
from Bucharest to Petrosan, Sr. Beti wit-
nessed to three young women for several 
hours. They were very interested and Sr. 
Beti will follow up with booklets which 
they all requested. Sr. Natalia joined us at 
Petrosan for the rest of this segment of the 
trip. 

3) Once we arrived in Cluj the brethren 
gave me the small 4-passenger German 
Trabant for transportation. Using this ve-
hicle we traveled for one week in the north-
ern area of Romania. Sr. Estera Tosa joined 
us in our travels and many delightful hours 
were spent in discussion and fellowship as 
we journeyed from meeting to meeting. (Sr. 

Estera is Sr. Claudia Tosa's sister.) Usually 
one or two more brethren would join us at 
various locations and accompany us to one 
or more meetings. Br. loan Galis traveled 
with us frequently, showing up unexpect-
edly many times. As we would travel in the 
car, many question/discussions were much 
appreciated. A unique part of this was that 
the brethren would give each other one of 
the discourses we had given at a previous 
meeting and I would try to understand what 
they were saying in Romanian. As we 
traveled, Br. Galis would recount stories of 
what it was like under Communism. Sev-
eral locations he would point out as we were 
driving where the brethren used to meet on 
the sides of very steep mountains in the 
forest. When the police would come and 
ask them what they were doing, they would 
tell them that they were picking mush-
rooms. 

4) When we returned at Cluj we had 
planned to take an all-night train to Moldova 
and travel there by train after we arrived. 
The night before we were to leave, the 
brethren had an Elders' meeting following 
my service and voted to give me the nine-
passenger van for the trip to Moldova. Again, 
traveling in this way, we had five brethren 
on the trip and usually nine or more as we 
traveled in Moldova from meeting to meet-
ing. The use of these two vehicles was very 
much appreciated because we were able to 
serve the transportation needs of many breth-
ren in many locations instead of having to 
be picked up at a train station and taken to 
the meetings. 

Some additional highlights of the trip 
were: 

Arduzel: Here we experienced our first 
dual translation. Many of the brethren in 
this area speak Hungarian so our discourse 
and discussions had to be translated first 
into Romanian and then into Hungarian. 
This can be a little disconcerting; with so 
many people talking, it's easy to forget 
whose turn it is to speak next. 

Funeral in Iapa: Following the meet-
ing in Sighet, the brethren asked if we 
would like to attend a Romanian funeral to 
see how they are conducted. We gladly 
agreed and followed other brethren to the 
location. Upon arrival, however, we were 
conducted to the speaker's table and in-
formed we were to give a discourse; sur-
prise! The funerals are quite long (3-4 
hours), with most of the audience standing. 
The casket is placed on a table in the middle 
of the yard. After the discourses - usually 
three or four - the family takes the casket to 
the cemetery for burial. This dear sister was 
85-years-old and had consecrated at the age 



Br. and Sr. Vasile Intea 

of 15. She had been an invalid for the past 
11 years but those who knew her well stated 
that her faith in the Lord and love of the 
Truth were strong to the end. Her mother 
had also been consecrated. We spent about 
an hour talking to her grandson and other 
family members after the service. 

IAWD showing: At the small village of 
Cucierda, we served at a convention of 
approximately 100 brethren. Following the 
meetings there was to be a showing of Israel 
Appointment With Destiny for the brethren 
using the video projector from Cluj. There 
wasn't anywhere in the house where all the 
brethren could see, so we hung a large white 
sheet at one end of the barn and set up the 
projector at the other. The brethren sat on 
bales of hay or benches and all rejoiced in 
seeing the wonderful presentation on God's 
promised restoration of Israel. There is a 
public showing planned for the Fall. 

Moldova trip: On the trip, Br. Vasile 
Intea, an elder from Cluj, accompanied us 
in the van. Many times during the trip we 
thanked the Lord for sending him with us. 
He was specially helpful in our two border 
crossings and in negotiating with the police 
who stop you frequently ( generally looking 
for a bribe to let you go). His major blessing 
however was his interaction with the breth-
ren. He is very sound in the Truth and very 
talented in presenting it in a loving way. He 
would always warm up the brethren with a 
few stories or illustrations which empha-
sized points of Truth. 

Many of the brethren in Moldova be-
lieve that the door to the high calling is 
closed. They believe that Br. Russell was 
the Seventh Messenger but do not believe 
that he wrote the Forewords to the Volumes 
or the later Reprints (Watch Towers). This 
year in our travels and services we noticed 
that in several areas there have been separa- 

tions in the classes because some now feel 
that the door is still open. This has created 
some animosity toward visiting brethren 
because some feel we are the cause of these 
separations. A project we are thinking 
about for these brethren (and others) is a 
video on "Our Heritage in the Truth". This 
would primarily show the 
history of Br. Russell's life 
and ministry to help them 
understand what transpired 
during those years. 

Our last meeting with 
the brethren in Moldova 
was at a convention in 
Donduseni. There were 
about 100 brethren in at-
tendance and both views 
on the high calling were 
represented. We spoke on 
"The Love of the Bride-
groom for His Bride" and 
the response was very in-
teresting. Some were 
quiet, some thoughtful, 
some shook their heads; 
but one here, one there, 
were crying, tears of joy. 
There was a light in their 
eyes, a smile on their faces; the door was 
closed - now its open; Jesus is telling me, I 
can be a part of His bride. In a few weeks 
there will be a baptismal service in Moldova 
and several will symbolize their consecra-
tion. Not many, a few, one here - one there! 

Economic conditions in Romania/ 
Moldova: Economic conditions for most 
of the brethren and many people are worse 
today than before. Inflation is very high, 
prices rise almost daily and wages have 
increased very little. Many factories, mines 
and other businesses have been closed and 
many of those which are still open have laid 

9 
off many workers. Those who still have 
jobs are expected to work harder and longer 
hours for the same pay. Many of the people 
are very dissatisfied. There is much corrup-
tion in government but the people are still 
very happy to have their freedom even with 
all the difficulties. Salaries in Romania 

average between $75 and $100 per month 
and prices for many food products and 
services are not much lower than in the U.S. 
This year the exchange rate is $1= 2000 lei. 

In summary, we were again greatly 
blessed to be with the brethren in Romania 
and Moldova. Their many sacrifices on my 
behalf and their manifestations of love for 
the Harvest Message continue to be a daily 
inspiration. Many other experiences far too 
numerous to mention have been recorded in 
my mind and heart. Nor tongue nor pen can 
properly express the love we share with 
these dear brethren. 1:11 

Firstborn From page 7 
However, she was able to re-group and her 
troops turned the war in her favor. The Yom 
Kippur war was fmally brought to a close 
through the subtle diplomacy of Henry 
Kissinger. 

6) 30th year full maturity. 

Joseph was 30 when he became governor 
in Egypt. David was 30 when he became 
king in Hebron. Ezekiel was 30 when he 
began writing the book of Ezekiel. John the 
Baptist was 30 when he began to cry out as 
a voice in the wilderness. And Christ was 
30 when he was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 

At the age of 30, the Jewish nation was 
to see Anwar Sadat come to Jerusalem with  

his offer of peace. Historically it was the 
first time an Arab nation had recognized the 
sovereignty of the State of Israel. A peace 
treaty was negotiated and signed. 

It is in the 30th year that a Jewish man 
gets down to business, often fmanced by his 
people to go into business for himself and 
by the age of 40 he should be able to enjoy 
the fruits of his labors. 

At 30, the Israeli nation published an 
ancient document. It was a part of the 
original eight scrolls found in the caves of 
Qumran by an Arab shepherd boy in 1947. 
Though the other scrolls were published 
years ago, this one scroll had been kept in 
obscurity until the 30th year of Israel. It is 
called the Temple Scroll. It is regarded as 
the Word of God by Israeli people. It lays 
out the order for the City of Jerusalem and  

re-establishment of the priesthood and re-
instatement of sacrifice worship. A school 
has been established in Jerusalem to teach 
the art of sacrifice worship to a group of 
men whose last names are derivatives of 
Levi or Cohen, which means "priest." These 
men are considered descendants of the origi-
nal priesthood and the Israeli people are 
preparing for that day when they will erect 
a sanctuary on the temple mount, re-estab-
lish the priesthood and re-institute sacrifice 
worship... 

Adapted from a Vendyl Jones account 
for broadcast - by the Southwest Radio 
Church. 

"And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness fmm Jacob." Rom. 11:26 
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we wouldn't know any of you. 
"Last Sunday our class had a miracle. I call it a miracle - we were 

taken back eighty years after the Photodrama. Just like we were 
sitting in 1915 watching this for two sessions - the Photodrama Br. 
Brian Kutscher put on video. It was so exciting, you just got goose 
pimples all over. To think that this production brought thousands 
into the Truth, and here we were - eighty years later - watching this. 
It was a great feeling and I am thankful to the Lord for that. I also 
thank Br. Kutscher for putting it on video..." 

Shared Many Privileges 
Sr. Sharon Leslie, Portland, Oregon 
"...When Jerry and I were married, - 27 years ago - this was one of 
the first major conventions that I attended. 

"...One experience of the year was that Br. Jerry had a dream 
fulfilled of going to Romania for two months (and one week in 
France). We appreciated learning from our brethren in Romania 
and seeing their walk in the narrow way. 

"We have been on many planes and remember brethren saying 
how they have had wonderful witness opportunities. That hasn't 
always been my lot. On the plane coming here our breakfast came 
and I noticed that my seat mate prayed also. So I thought, Lord what 
am I going to do now. She said, 'Where are you going?' I said, 'We 
are going to a Bible Study.' and she said 'Oh, what do you believe?' 
We had a small opportunity to talk about the Truth and give a 
couple of tracts. She is director of the rescue mission in Portland 
which is non-denominational. I told her we were also. I told her 
we have a video, For This Cause, and it tells about God's plan. I 
said 'Would you like us to come and show it?' She wanted to know 
if it had a lot of doctrine and I explained it did have some. So I asked 
if she would like to see the video first and she said she would, and 
I just kind of floated off the plane. I was very thankful to the Lord 
for the small witness and answer to prayer. 

"The third thing is, that in our class Br. Bill and Sr. Donna 
Ostrander s son-in-law Br. Tim is like fresh air coming in. He has 
all these questions and he is not hesitant on asking or saying 'I don't 
know what you're doing or where you're going?' or 'Why does this 
scripture fit here?' 

"Br. Tim has a way of witnessing at his work as a car salesman; 
he puts his books out on the table so each of the salesmen knows 
what he believes. One of the men xeroxed a book that states, those 
who believe Br. Russell's writings are a cult. It didn't slow him 
down, but he stayed up till 1:30 trying to fmd in the Reprints the 
things about Br. Russell's court date. He told the friends and they 
gave him hints on how to explain that we are not a cult. Br. Tim 
said, 'Well if nothing else, if they tell me I can not talk about the 
Scriptures anymore, at least I got them interested to read their 
Bibles more. If that is all I do by a witness in this car showroom 
I' 11 be able to help them..." 

"Give it all you got in the Home Stretch!" 
Br. Erwin Kalinski, Chicago, Bible Student Ecclesia 
"...I appreciated the fact that I am retired and the Lord has given me 
plenty of time to read and to do what I want. 

"I would like to testify to an experience that my wife Dorthea, 
and Sr. Zuk, and I had in Florida. We met a German couple there 
and witnessed to them. He is a pilot for a German cargo airlines. 
He told me sometimes he flies around the world in five days. I was 
negligent. I was to give him our address so that he could call me 
in Chicago and I could pick him up for more time to be together. 
They understand that I am some type of a minister She is Lutheran 
and he is Catholic. She made over twelve calls to our suburb, - to 
all the churches - trying to locate us... I sent them a German 
Volume. 

"I also have two German neighbors. Now when I am out in the 
yard, I get to see my neighbors because all three of us are retired. 
I gave them a German tract that I got from Sr. Marge. I told them 
that by the end of the month I will have this First Volume for them. 
One of them said that if you ask twenty religious people, twenty 
questions you will get twenty different answers. I told him this 
book is it and when you see this chart in the back it will explain 
everything to you. I want to thank Sr. Alpha for the German 
volumes. I hope to witness more, whether it's in German, Polish, 
Spanish or whatever. I hope to step it up and - like Br. Bob Gray 
said in his talk 'give it all you got in the home stretch or toward the 
end.' I want to do as much as I can..." 

Great Gratitude to God and Jesus Christ 
Sr. Mary Sannicks, Jersey City, New Jersey 
"I want to thank my heavenly Father and his son Jesus for being 
consecrated. I want to share with you some events of my life since 
then. I was afflicted with a disc problem, pneumonia and kidney 
and blood infection. I believe this may have been a testing of my 
faith in God and Jesus. But with the outpouring of love and support 
from the brethren, through their prayers, cards, telephone calls 
have helped to sustain me through this terrible ordeal. Even during 
my worst pain, I always felt a sense of peace and of God's presence 
which I never felt before in my consecration. With help of prayers, 
I have been able to distance myself from some of the worldly events 
in my work and elsewhere. These were a blessing in my affliction. 
If I had not had this affliction, I would not have seen what the Truth 
is all about, as well as I do today. On February the 15th, I could not 
walk. I had to crawl. Later I used a wheelchair. The doctors told 
me that if I wanted to walk, I needed an operation. But prayers and 
my feeling, that the Lord would help me take courses of action, so 
now as of last week I am walking without the use of a walker or a 
cane. I am aware that we do not have miracles today. I do feel that 
the body has natural healing powers and through prayers and help 
of the brethren the heavenly Father has given me a chance to walk. 
I always pray to God that his will be done and not my own..." 

Testimonies at Hope, Indiana June 11: 

Gave a Message of Comfort 
Br. David Neimyski, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia 
"...A few weeks ago, Sr. Florence was in the hospital... The lady in 
the next bed asked. -Do you folks visit the sick?' I said yes and she 
asked if we would mind reading from the Bible she had, and have 
a little prayer. So, we looked up a portion of Scripture in Romans 
5 and read the first twelve verses and commented on them. We tried 
to bring in a little of the plan that deals with justification...She was 
very appreciative and, of course, she interjected a little of her 
thoughts. She said she was a Lutheran and had been three weeks 
in the hospital, away from her church, and her minister hadn't had 
the time to visit her. So we gave her a little message of comfort...As 
we were leaving the room a friend of hers came in and she said, 'Oh 
these are Bible students,' and told us to keep up the good work. It 
was an encouragement to see some that are still hungering for the 
spirit of truth and the comfort in the Scriptures..." 

Appreciative of Opportunities 
Sr. Allyson Kuemichel, North Texas area 
"...We sang 'Count your many blessings,' and I've had many 
blessings of late. Coming up here on the plane, I sat next to a 
woman and in the conversation she ask why I was coming here. I 
told her it was for a Bible study convention and she said, 'Oh did 
you hear T.D. Jakes on television last night?' I said, 'I'm sorry I 
don't know him.' She pulled this book out of her bag...I read the 

See Brethren page 12 



Comfort in Crisis 
In times of such painful crisis, it is 

impossible to provide words of com-
fort. Hope is buried under the rubble 
along with the lives and dreams of our 
loved ones lost. Sometimes all we can 
so is pray. To that end, we offer our 
prayers and the following words which 
have helped us through many of our 
own painful tragedies. 	 Moto courtesy of The Oklahoma Only 

Scenes of such cruelty cause many to doubt God. They say, "If God is love, 
why does He permit such evil!?" Although God now permits evil in the world, 
He does not cause it. II Cor. 4:4 calls Satan the "god of this world," and his 
mission has always been to cast doubt upon God by working through the acts of 
evil men. By permitting this, God teaches us to hate the painful results of sin and 
to long for righteousness. 

Because God is love, He will not always permit Satan's reign of terror. God's 
plans include a merciful escape from suffering and death, by providing a 
resurrection from the dead: "As in Adam alLdie, even so in Christ shall alLbe 
made alive." 1 Cor 15:22 But, when? We are weary of this evil world. Jesus 
"gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified billuetime" I Tim. 2:5&6 We 
know that the "due time" is near, for we see the events in the earth, long 
prophesied, coming to a close. Daniel states, "How long shall it be to the 
end?....many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." Dan. 12:4- 
6 This prophecy is now fulfilled as travel and the increase of knowledge are 
unprecedented in history! We are living on the very brink of the complete 
fulfillment of the "times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by 
the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began." Acts 3:21 In God's 
due time, all will know of His goodness, "from the least of them unto the greatest 
of them."Jer. 31:34 Then will come the promise, "And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain; for the former things are passed 
away." Rev. 21:4 

If you long for comfort, strength and hope in this sorrowful time, we would 
like to offer free of charge the booklet, "Comfort and Consolation." Send your 
name and address along with your request to: Connellsville Bible Students, P.O. 
Box 2162, Uniontown, PA 15401-2162. 

Used by pennission of the Columbus, Ohio Bible Students 

A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM 

"The wolf, the lamb, the leopard, the calf, the lion, shall be 
together and a little child shall lead them." Isaiah 11:6 
When and where will this prophecy of Isaiah become a reality? In 
a world that Jesus told us to pray for "May thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is In heauen." Matthew 6:1 

SEND FOR fl FREE COPY OF THE BOOKLET: 
"WHAT IS THIS WORLD COMING TO?" 

WEST SUBURBAN BIBLE STUDENTS, DEPT. 295, 
BOA 654, VILLA PARK, IL 60181 

"Give unto the Lord the glory due 
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unto his name." I Chron. 16:29 

Connellsville Bible Students 
The Connellsville Bible Students Ecclesia ran an ad en-

titled "Comfort in Crisis" in the Edmond Evening Sun, three 
days in July. This newspaper serves Edmond, which is a 
suburb of Oklahoma City. Some of the victims of the 
Oklahoma City bombing were from Edmond. The ad origi-
nally ran in the Columbus, OH area, placed by the Columbus 
Bible Students. 

The names and phone numbers of papers in the Okla-
homa City area were obtained from the Internet using the 
World Wide Web browser on America On-line. A photo of the 
bombed out Federal Building was downloaded from the 
Internet Web site of the Oklahoma Daily and permission was 
obtained from the newspaper to use the photo in the ad. 

The Comfort and Consolation booklet was offered and 
one request for five booklets was received. 

Blessings Abound at Michigan Fair 
Again, the Oakland County Ecclesia was privileged to have 

a booth at the Michigan State Fair. As at previous fairs, this 
year's was a tremendous blessing. To ask hundreds of visitors 
per hour "Are you a Christian with an interest in Bible study?" 
was a unique opportunity. 

A sister, upon introducing the Divine Plan and the two 
salvations, was asked if someone from the group would 
conduct a Bible study in his coffee shop. On two occasions 
another sister was able to witness in Romanian and to place 
three Romanian First Volumes. Many brethren talked with 
individuals who had purchased literature previously. These 
were encouraged to study the Bible using the Volume as a 
Bible study aid. 

A minister stopped by who had purchased a large number 
of Volumes four years earlier. He told the person at the booth 
that he read the Volumes and used the literature in his youth 
ministry; and distributed the ecclesia's materials to others as 
well. 

The brethren were accused again of being "deceivers," 
Jehovah's Witnesses, or members of a "cult," by many who 
passed by. A Baptist group in the same aisle was also warning 
that "They are selling salvation for a dollar!" Despite the 
opposition, the brethren, by the Lord's grace, placed 1,016 
First Volumes and gathered many names for follow-up work. 

"A Little Child Shall Lead Them" 
The advertisement (left) was published in the Sun Times of 

Chicago, - circulation in excess of 500,000 - at a cost of $530 
by the West Suburban Bible Students Ecclesia. The publica-
tion of the well-known Bible prophecies regarding "the lion 
and the lamb" drew 156 requests for the booklet "What is this 
World Coming to?" 

The Ecclesia has made a practice of advertising in the Sun 
Times with fairly consistent responses. As illustrated by these 
three advertisements placed throughout the last year: The ad 
"The Greatest Event in History" received in excess of 80 
responses. "The Great Pyramid and the Bible," received 112. 
Lastly, "The Desire of all Nations Shall Come," drew 215. 
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front and the back covers and later I said I had a Bible study book 
with me that she might like to look over. I gave her the First 
Volume to look at. She read the introduction and the contents. I 
told her she could get one of these free in paperback and I could 
send her one. I didn't want to sound too pushy. She said she would 
like that and wrote down her name and her mother's. 

"Also coming out of Wisconsin a week ago we stopped at a 
roadside stand at an Amish farm. Being naive about other people's 
beliefs, I may tread on toes when I don't realize it. She sold us a 
rug. She said her parents were in Mexico at that time. I had just 
picked up the new tracts at Chicago and read through one while we 
were on a trip. I offered her this tract and she accepted it. That was 
a real blessing to me. I don't know what kind of response if any it 
will bring, but I was appreciative of that..." 

"Then I knew why the flight was canceled!" 
Br. Freeman Thompson, San Antonio, Texas 
"...I would like to share with you something that occurred coming 
up here. On Thursday morning we had a call saying, our flight had 
been canceled. They said we could fly Friday if I would like. I was 
looking for the Lord's overruling in this and I kept looking - it had 
to be something. So, we left Friday morning. My wife and I were 
scheduled out of San Antonio but they couldn't get us seats 
together...It so happened when they started to call the numbers out 
she said, 'Why don't you take nineteen E.' There was a family with 
two twins...The husband ended up with the seat next to me after 
many switches. He wanted to know where I was going. I told him 
to a Bible Student convention. From that point he asked questions! 
He asked if I was familiar with a group of 50,000 from somewhere 
in Houston. I told him I didn't think we would have that many, -
about 50 to 100. Anyway, he wanted to know about baptism. He 
didn't want the twins baptized, he thought that was too soon. I told 
him he had the right idea. Why didn't he follow the example of the 
Master. How old was he? So, from that time on he wanted to know 
about Hell and the different things one wants to know, on first 
hearing the Truth. Then I saw the Lord's hand and realized why 
that flight was canceled and realized why things went as they did. 
It was a wonderful experience to witness to him..." 

Witness Privileges Lighten Stress 
Sr. Sandy Chastain, Hope, Indiana Ecclesia 
"...We have sold the farm and I am moving back to town. We have 
had a variety of experiences along the way and a lot of mixed 
emotions in trying to determine the Lord's will... 

"Along the way I have had a lot of opportunities to witness to my 
real estate lady on several occasions. When a buyer made an offer, 
they wanted an answer at once, but my real estate lady said, 'I'll tell 
you one thing, she won't give you an answer right away because she 
will have to pray about it and talk to her family...' 

"Talking with a man - who gives estimates on moving furniture 
- downstairs in my home, where we have the meeting, he saw the 
Chart on the wall. Looking it over he said, 'This is very interesting, 
could you explain some of this to me?' He wanted to know what 
this Pyramid was, and after we got into it he wanted to know Where 
are we? He is a Catholic, we talked at least a half hour, he had one 
question after the other. He even touched on some things Pastor 
Russell says we should avoid, at first. He asked about Hell. His 
three-year-old son had died a few years ago in a drowning accident. 
They had had an experience shortly after he died, and wondered if 
maybe the child's spirit was trying to contact the parents to tell 
them he was all right. I thought, How am I going to handle this? 
I don't want to shatter anybody's faith in their religion, but he was 
asking me. I said, 'Well the Scriptures teach that 'the dead know 
not anything' and that they are asleep in Jesus and are in the grave  

waiting for the Kingdom, and the resurrection.' He thought that 
was very interesting. He said, You don't think that you can come 
in contact with the spirits?' I said, 'No, the adversary is very 
powerful and he can work through fortune tellers and mediums and 
make you think you are coming in contact with your dead one's 
spirit, but this is not true, - we are a soul and we don't have a spirit 
floating around.' He thought that all these things were very logical. 
He had a pretty good knowledge of the Scriptures and was asking 
some tough questions. I said, 'I've got a book that explains that 
Chart, since your interested in it. In fact, our Bible meetings on 
Wednesday nights are on that chapter.' I showed him the book. He 
said, 'Well maybe I'll just come to one of your meetings sometime 
and bring my father along.' So whether he does or doesn't I was 
thrilled at the privilege to be able to witness and it helped to lighten 
some of the stresses I've been under lately and some of the 
disappointments or rather Gods appointments..." 

Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ July 1-2: 

Sites of Seven Churches Visited 
Sr. Anna Mae Suraci, New Haven, Connecticut Ecclesia 
"I wish to share some of the highlights that I experienced with the 
brethren on this trip to Greece and Turkey. One of the things 
arranged was to visit the sites of the seven churches in Turkey. 
These sites are all out in the open. It was planned that we would 
have a mini discourse on the particular church at each site. We had 
a portable PA system run by battery that helped against the outside 
noises. In one place, especially it was like a small city block in the 
middle of the city open on four sides - there were houses, cars, 
buses, trucks and people - and a lot of commotion as it was the 
middle of the day. When we got there the brethren looked for a 
shady spot - there was no roof or door - it was hot and we could be 
seen from the street. I noticed two young Turkish boys who, seeing 
the large group, got two large cases of coke, which they intended 
to sell. We could not speak their language and they sensed the 
seriousness of the brethren, and the audience at full attention. So 
they sat down on the side and never got to sell their coke. 

"A highlight was visiting Ephesus and the large amphitheater 
there. We had two half-hour discourses at that site. When Br. Paul 
Mali gave his discourse, the public was coming in and going out. 
A few even walked up where he was speaking to get from one side 
to the other. Every service was opened and closed with a hymn and 
prayer. When Br. Paul finished there broke out what I thought - a 
loud applause both to the left and right of us. These were strangers 
that had walked in and heard him speaking and sat down to listen. 

"I think what this trip did for me, it cemented my mind on how 
everything had it's beginning, primarily from the Flood. When we 
visited Greece and Turkey we could see so much of the influence 
of Egyptian art, the snake symbol and things of that nature. It 
solidified for me that these things had a common beginning... 

Divine Plan a Standard 
Br. Chester Wasilewski, Jersey City, NJ Ecclesia 
"...I just wanted to give my appreciation for the talks I am hearing. 
Many of them pertain to the basics of the Divine Plan of the Ages. 
Every time I hear these brethren ...and review the whole Plan of the 
Ages it excites me. One of the reasons is, years ago, when I was a 
young man. I wasn't in the Truth but my parents were and I would 
take some of the Polish brethren to different conventions. I would 
sit in on the convention and hear these brethren going over this 
Divine Plan of the Ages, and they would be so excited about it! This 
is the way my life is now. I feel we have the key to this wonderful 
Plan that God has purposed. Regardless of all the wonderful things 
that are being brought out by brethren in regard to chronology and 

See Brethren page 14 
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Serving Our Brethren 
We are members one of another." Eph. 4:25 

Divine Plan Foundation Celebrates 
25 Years of Witness Activity 

It seems hard to believe that the Foundation has been about the 
business of assisting in the spread of the Harvest Message for the 
past 25 years. Begun in 1970, many opportunities of service have 
been helped by and through the brethren worldwide. Many rich 
blessings have been given and received. 

Those blessings continue with a number of projects currently 
being carried out by various ecclesias. A few of those projects 
include the following: 

• The Ministry to Japan 	• The Witness to Israel 
• First Volume Mailings 	• Volume Translations 
• The Romanian Work 
	

• Large Print Volumes 

The Foundation is interested in your ideas for witness work. We 
believe that there may be a number of ecclesias and individuals 
interested in particiapting in this endeavor. A list of these ideas 
may be compiled and published in a later Newsletter. Perhaps there 
will be one that you as an ecclesia or individually may want to 
sponsor and support. Please send your thoughts and ideas to Br. 
Allon MacAlister, 46 Paradise Rd., East Amhurst, NY 14051. 

Additional information and a report will appear in a later issue. 

Two More Volumes in Large Print 
The Battle of Armageddon and The Atonement between God and 
Man. are now available in large print at a cost of $4.00 each, plus 
$1.00 for postage. 

Previously printed, large print books include Volumes I, H, and 
III; Tabernacle Shadows; Daily Heavenly Manna and Songs in the 
Night. These can be purchased for $2.00 each plus $1.00 for 
postage. 

Send orders to: Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, P.O. Box 
71, Piqua, OH 45356. 

Secretary - Address Change 
Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope, Indiana 
Sandra Chastain 
4688 29th Street 
Columbus, Indiana 
(812) 378-9757 

Update: Computerized Truth Material 

Work is progressing rapidly on assembling material for the Harvest 
Truth DataBase. Unfortunately, there has been some duplication 
of effort in the past. To avoid any future loss of consecrated time, 
brethren are being asked to advise Sr. Margaret Ferlejewski of any 
Truth material they may have in computer readable form. 

Also, if brethren have any of the original Watchtowers which 
they no longer need, these could be put to good use by typists who 
are entering this material into the computer. 

Sr. Margaret can be contacted as follows: 

Mrs. Peter Ferlejewski 	Phone: (503) 665-5565 
1801 NE 201st #B4 	E-mail: Ferlejewsk@aol.com  
Troutdale, OR 97060 

The following material is already entered or in process of being 
entered: 

Zion's Watchtower (1879 - 1916) 
All six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures 
Tabernacle Shadows 
Daily Heavenly Manna 
Songs in the Night 
The Photodrama of Creation 
Old Testament Biblical Comments 
New Testament Biblical Comments 
Exceeding Great and Precious Promises 
New Brunswick Bible Students Topical Index 

Material on computer other than Br. Russell's writings: 

The Laodicean Messenger 
English text of the Diaglott 
Br. Frey' s Notes 
Br. Meggison' s Notes 
Br. Seklemian' s Sermons 

Brethren wishing to obtain copies of material currently avail-
able should direct all inquiries to Br. David Kahn: 

David Kahn 	E-mail: 
6586 Sweet Fern 	72072.3504@compuserve.com  
Columbia, MD 21045 

Please note: Not all material listed above is available for 
immediate distribution. 

Afflicted From page 4 

■ Br. Tim Chudzik and his mother Sr. Irene (219 Maplewood 
Drive, N. Aurora, IL 60542) are bereaved since mid-June by the 
death of Brian, beloved son and grandson age 22, in a plane crash. 
His fiancee received his ring just days before his death. It is hoped 
she can receive the comfort the Chudziks have given her. In 
mourning his loss they too need the comfort of the Lord that 
brethren may invoke in prayer on their behalf. Their words of 
comfort from sympathetic hearts and the Word of God, will be a 
solace to them. "Bind up the broken hearted" and "Comfort all 
who mourn..." (Isa. 61:1, Matt 5:4) is a great privilege all saints can 
share. 

■ Br. Charles and Sr. Ruth Chambers (3039 E. 23rd, 
Vancouver, BC, Canada V5R 1B2.) On August 28 Br. Charlie was 
taken to the hospital where he remained until September 4. Since 
home, he sent an e-mail to the brethren. 

"Greetings to our brethren who have expressed great concern for 
Ruth and me. Our faithful family, Dan Chambers and Lesley, have 
been obliging in sending messages via Ron Palmgren to you, our 
fellow pilgrims in the way. We continue under the doctors' care 
and all are determined to locate the source of the discomfort. So 
with thanks again to all on-line. Sweet memories of years past and 
your continuing assurances in your prayers. In our Redeemer's 
name!" 

Br. Ron Palmgren reports: "Br. Brownie and I had the privilege 
yesterday of bringing Br. Charlie home from the hospital. He is to 
stay at home and rest...but it is in the Lord' s hands. 

"Br. Charlie and Sr. Ruth were very excited over receiving so 
much e-mail! I wish I could tell you what it meant to them. Please 
send more if you have time! Thank you for your 'spikenard' in this 
form to Br. Charlie and Sr. Ruth." ❑ 
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other aspects, - which I appreciate - but the Divine Plan of the Ages 
is my standard. I'll tell you why I say that. 

"When I worked, I worked in instrumentation. It controlled all 
the instrumentation that all these plants use; pharmaceutical, 
refineries and so forth. Everything we used in instrumentation had 
to be calibrated by a standard. They had to be accurate to the tee. 
I use that same thing as the standard. If it doesn't match up to this 
wonderful plan I know I don't have to hold to that part of it. The 
way the Pastor brought that plan into our hearts I want to maintain 
in my heart always and I appreciate that wonderful service that 
gave us this plan of salvation." 

Situation Dangerous in the Ukraine 
Sr. Alpha Koterba, Paterson New Jersey Ecclesia 
-...I wanted to give a little report. Some of the brethren are asking 
if they could give me more clothes for sending over. Things are 
pretty much on hold now because of the Ukrainian situation. I've 
written a letter to the brethren there, who went into the Ukraine with 
three cars hoping that it would be a safe journey. I am still waiting 
to hear. The situation there is so bad - they rob the cars and kill the 
drivers. The brethren are just a little afraid that their journey will 
be useless. So if you have clothes, hang on to them, because I am 
inundated with them at the moment. I am sure the brethren would 
be interested in your prayers because of the situation there. The 
Mafia has gotten in and it has been a very dangerous thing. I ask 
your prayers on there behalf." 

To Use the Spirit of a Sound Mind 
Sr. Joyce Bateman, Jersey City, NJ Ecclesia 
" I think there are so many things that we can be thankful for that 
many times we take for granted. When I think of the people in the 
oppressed lands, what troubles they have. That we can come and 
go with such freedom, is a blessing. Then I think too that the Lord 
has provided a means to help us. I had broken a foot a couple of 
times and I prayed for three weeks - the pain was unbelievable. I 
fmally went to the doctor and he found it was broken. I think we 
pray to the Lord, but we are also to use the spirit of a sound mind. 
If he has provided the means to help us then I think we should avail 
ourselves of it; not lose sight of the fact that it is his overruling 
providence that we are looking for. Whichever way it might go, as 
long as we are convinced that we are following him and whatever 
his will is then we are contented. I am thankful for the Lord's 
patience with me. I am thankful for his love and the gift of his Son. 

"It is probably a ridiculous thing, but I get very frustrated when 
I am calling somebody and the line is busy. I am so often thankful 
that the line is never busy to the Lord..." 

Encouraged by Privileges of Service 
Sr. Jean Hrechuk, Winnipeg Ecclesia 
"...I would like to offer an encouraging experience that I have had 
of late in my walk in the narrow way. We know that the Lord uses 
us in service in conjunction with our natural talents and abilities. 
It seems that in this day and age, one of the larger talents that we 
possess, is the talent of time, coupled with the willingness to serve. 
The Lord has given me the privilege of being able to work and help 
set up on computer the Russian First Volume. I don't know one 
word of Russian and I look down at my work and I think, What an 
honor, what a privilege the Lord has given me! The Lord 
encourages and invites us to pray for opportunities of service. I 
think of the scripture in Malachi where it says, Trove me now 
herewith, if I will not open unto you the windows of Heaven and 
pour you out such a blessing that there will not be room enough to 
receive it.' So I am very thankful for this privilege..." 

Divine Plan Magazines for Shipping Cost Only. 
Sr. Ruth Wilmott, Fort Worth, Texas Ecclesia 
"...We would like to share with you that we have reprinted the 
magazine First Volume, The Divine Plan of the Ages. We do have 
on hand some of the past edition. If anybody is interested in using 
them, to distribute from door to door in their area, they may have 
them for the shipping cost, - $12. for a box of 140. This is where 
we got the Truth and it is such a wonderful blessing. Please contact 
me. 

have on the 'Divine Plan' program now an 800 telephone 
number. So we get some interesting conversations. I am really 
rejoicing in that because often I get to answer those. We would ask 
that you continue to remember this portion of the harvest work in 
your prayers. There have been at least sixty who started the 
correspondence course we offer and there are some that are into the 
Second Volume. We are studying the Second Volume in our 
ecclesia so the lesson on the 'Times of the Gentiles' was very good 
for me as a review. May the Lord bless you as you continue in the 
harvest work and your walk in the narrow way..." 

Grateful Lord Overruled in Dad's Suffering 
Sr. Marsha Hawk, Newark Delaware Ecclesia 
"...I take this opportunity to thank the brethren for their many acts 
of sympathy and kindness and love, in the recent death of my Dad, 
Br. Bill Geisinger. As most of you know, his last three years were 
very difficult. When he died we were very thankful that the Lord 
saw fit to put an end to it. We leave his reward in the Lord's hands. 
I know that is what he would want to be said as he never cared for 
brethren placing other brethren in heaven with the Lord right now. 
He said, 'We don' t know, we can' t read the heart.' so I won't do that 
with him either. I will say that the Lord knows what is best and what 
his reward is and we trust him. It has been very overwhelming - the 
love of the brethren - and we thank the Lord for his help and strength 
through the experience..." 

A Letter of Testimony 

Sr. Jessie Norman, Yeovil, England. 
look forward to receiving the Newsletter. Having limited 

fellowship it is good to read of the experiences our brethren have 
passed through in other lands - through faith and courage under 
severe hardness and persecution; many have endured in Romania 
and the Ukraine. Our Polish brethren also have suffered much, but 
the Lord knoweth them that are his, and this is the day wherein he 
is making up his jewels. 

"The letters also are encouraging. When we think of our 
afflicted and isolated brethren, our hearts are drawn closer to one 
another in sympathy, love and prayer, and surely this helps one's 
self as well. 

"'Bear ye one another' s burdens, and so fulfill the Law of 
Christ.' Gal. 6:2 May this blessing rest upon all who contribute for 
the sending forth of this very helpful Bible Students Newsletter. 
Yours in the one hope of our calling, and love in him..." ❑ 

Contentment 
Charge not thy self with the weight of the year, 
Child of the Master, faithful and dear; 
Choose not the cross for the coming week, 
For that is more than He bids thee seek; 
Bend not thy arms for tomorrow's load— 
Thou mayest leave that to thy gracious God; 
Daily only He sayest to thee, 
"Take up thy cross and follow Me." 

Poems of the Way 



Memorial Gift a Tribute to Donors 
IN MEMORY of Sister Blanche Hartley Davies, the 

Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia announces a gift 
of Five Thousand ($5,000.) Dollars for the Bible 
Students Newsletter given by her heirs on June 20, 
1995. 

The heirs - Barbara Mass, Edna Grasby of British 
Columbia, Patricia Williams and James Thornton of 
Alberta, Canada - have manifested a love and respect 
for the wishes of their Aunt Blanche Davies which is, 
of itself, a tribute to her, and to themselves as well. 

This is especially noteworthy as the heirs were 
under no legal obligation to make the contribution 

because the designated bank accounts to cover her 
bequest had negative balances at the time of her death. 

The generosity of the heirs named, elicits the pro-
found admiration, praise and deepest gratitude of the 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia. 

"The Lord loveth a cheerful giver." 
II Corinthians 9:7 

Sr. Blanche Davies finished her earthly course on 
August 12, 1994 at Surrey, British Columbia. She had 
attended the Bellingham, Washington Ecclesia before 
moving to Canada. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:4547; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures. Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 
1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 
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Conventions 
"Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord a new song, a nd his praise in the congregation of saints." Psa. 149:1 

September 23,24, Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students, 
Y.W.C.A., 118 N. Wayne Street, Piqua, OH. Phone (513) 773-
6626. Five speakers, Panel: Life of Moses in Type and Antitype. 
Programs and information from Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 
PO Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356. Phone (419) 394-4658. 

October 27-29, Connellsville, Pennsyvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students' Annual, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA. Contact: Mrs 
Wesley A. Cramer, 29 Lakeview Drive, Monongahela, PA 15063. 
Phone (412) 258-2585. 

November 23-26, Akron, Ohio. Akron Bible Students Ecclesia. 
Holiday Inn, 1-77 and Route 18, Montrose, Ohio. Program includes 
a study: The Seven Seals. " Please contact Secretary for programs 
and information, Mrs. John Ashley, 424 Foursome Avenue, Akron, 
Ohio 44313. Phone: (216) 869-6177. 

1996 

March 22-24, Seattle, Washington. Pre-Memorial, North Seattle 
Bible Students, St. Thomas Center, 14500 Juanita Drive NE, 
Bothell, WA 98011. Phone (206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. 
Donald Nussel, PO Box 17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone 
(206) 783-7564. 

April 27,28 San Antonio, Texas. San Antonio Bible Students 
Ecclesia. Omega Center, 216 W. Highland, Boerne, TX. Phone 
(210) 223-5948. Details from Secretary: Verna Hopstetter, 166 
Fennel Drive, San Antonio, TX 78213. Phone (210) 344-1836. 

May 4,5 Detroit, Michigan. Spring Annual, Associated Bible 
Students of Metro Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500 
Middlebelt, Garden City, MI. Secretary: Mrs. Henry Kwolek, 
38321 Richland, Livonia, MI 48150-2443. Phone (313)464-2122. 

Resurrection 

Is it "a thing incredible... 
That God should raise the dead"? 
It is the Bible's teaching clear—
This resurrection hope. 

And so tho death still takes its toll, 
The toll of the condemned; 
It took the life of one as well 
Who had the right to live. 

Which right he sacrificed in death 
That man might ransomed be; 
That life Christ gave he took not back, 
His perfect human life. 

And these life rights to Justice given 
Shall lift from man the curse. 
And tho to some incredible, 
God's power shall raise the dead. 

Martin Mitchell 
Poems of the Way 



Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charle s Taze Russell, and 
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. 
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings 
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 
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Deadline for Winter Issue, December 1, 1995 

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet.•1:4. 
...that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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