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New York Times Carries Truth Witness
Jeremiah 31:5-10 speaks of a class that News page ad would lend itself to receiving
the greater response of these two pages,
informs the "chief of the nations" that the
Lord is pleased with Israel occupying the since a coupon offering a product or an idea
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at the end of our ad offering documentation
of the facts presented in the ad.
The ad appeared on October 18, 1994.
We have received over 350 requests thus
far. A large segment of the response was
from university professors (including
Harvard), lawyers, PhDs, MDs, editors, librarians and rabbis. There were also many
interesting phone calls from individuals
who made the effort to get our phone number through directory assistance. Two phone
calls of note are as follows.
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A board member of
United For A Safe Israel
called to express their
appreciation for the contents of the ad. This organization is an umbrella organization for
over 100 Jewish and
Christian organizations. All these Christian organizations
must agree that they
are not engaged in
missionary work
among the Jews.
This Board member
said that the day the
ad appeared in the
Times the Presidents of these organizations
started calling one
another across the
country because
they were so excited about the
ad. This includes such notable
organizations as the JDL (Jewish Defense
League).
See Times page 2

Times From page 1

The second noteworthy call was from
the executive director of the National Council of Young Israel. He said he was calling
on behalf of the Young Israel -rabbis across
the country who would like to express their
thanks and appreciation for the ad. He said

that the ad was very well written and contained material that had not yet appeared in
print.
President Clinton was in New York City
the day the ad appeared and we have every
reason to believe that he either read the Op/
Ed page or was briefed on its contents. We

Responses to Times Ad
Many brethren felt a sense of euphoria in
reading the ad ...Land Revisionism on the
Op/Ed page of the New York Times,
October 18. For those who read also its
documentation, this sense was heightened
considerably. This selection from the 350
requests to date, is further cause for praise
and gratitude.

Politics to approximately 200 students each
academic year, I would appreciate
receiving a copy of this publication to
determine its suitability for classroom use.

To Whom It May Concern: I would
appreciate if you'd send me a copy of the
Revisionism Documented referred to in the
New York Times Oct. 18. What an
interesting ad that was. Thank you.

For documentation of above, please send a
free copy of Revisionism Documented...

Ph.D., Miami, Florida
Dear Friends: I wish to participate in the
expense your group took upon itself to
publish the enclosed statement. This is a
sign of personal gratitude for your
friendship, based upon knowledge of what
is true and the moral immediacy of a feeling
of justice. That the Jewish people and the
State of Israel, exposed to calumny,
vilification and irrational hatreds, still has
friends like you, was of great comfort to me.
M.D., New York, NY
P.S. The number 18 stands for the word
"Life" in Jewish tradition.
Bible Students: Finally, someone has done
some documented religious and biblical
history! I appreciated your ad - I view it as
the Voice of reason during this time of
tumultuous uncertainty! Please send me
any documents on your group and the ad...
Lawrence, NY
Dear Sir: I read with great interest your
document First Holocaust Revisionism Now Land Revisionism in the New York
Times Oct. 18. I would be glad to receive
a copy of Revisionism Documented which
you mentioned...at the above address. With
many thanks.
Prof. of International Relations
San Francisco State University (CA)
Dear Sir/Ms.: The document recently
published...(Israel) / Land Revisionism has
come to my attention. As a teacher of
American Government and International

Prof. of Politics, Ph.D.
Drexel University,
Dept. of History and Politics
Philadelphia, PA

National Defense Fellow
Harvard University,
Center for International Affairs,
Institute for Strategic Studies
Cambridge, Massachusetts
(Recognized authority on the Middle East
and advisor to U.S. Government.)

Bible Students: I would appreciate your
sending me a copy of Revisionism
Documented. I would like to use some of the
information in my Middle East Geography
class. Thank you.
Assistant Professor,
Geography Department
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah
Bible Students: Please send me a free copy
of the documentation for Revisionism
Documented, (it) should be a welcome
accompaniment to your excellent article.
The fact that all statements have the
backing of the Hebrew Bible shows that
what you are declaring is not just your
opinion but is substantiated by G-d. So
often the basic arguments for Israeli
security are based on logic or military
fundamentals or common sense.
It is refreshing that your approach, which is
completely different, is based on G-d's
written works. Thank you.

thank the Lord for this opportunity of fulfilling his admonition to give a message to
the "chief of the nations" and we would like
to thank all of the brethren throughout the
country whose support made this ad possible. New Brunswick Ecclesia

Greetings in the Lord
This joyous season recalls the manifold
blessings of grace received in the past year;
and of our 22nd Anniversary of publishing
the Newsletter. Our heavenly Father has
upheld us throughout these years past, for
which we praise him!
We are mindful of the New Year opening before us with its privileges for the
consecrated in his service. As we review
the news we have published in past years,
we marvel at the energy, ingenuity and
resourcefulness our brethren have and continue to exhibit in sending forth the light of
Truth and assisting brethren far and near in
this work. The privileges in Romania and
the Ukraine alone have been overwhelming.
The desire of our hearts is that all might
praise him together in forwarding the interests of the Kingdom for which all labor and
pray. As promised in the Fall issue 1994, we
call attention to "More on the Clarification
of the Statement of Purpose" (page 15) and
trust that it will clarify questions you may
have had.
Finally, it is our heartfelt prayer for all in
the New Year that "[our] love may be more
and more accompanied by clear knowledge
and keen perception for testing things that
differ, so that [we] may he men of transparent character, and may be blameless in the
preparation for the day of Christ..." Phil.
1:9,10 Weymouth

Professor Emeritus, Ph.D.
University of Massachusetts
To Whom It May Concern: I saw your ad in
the newspaper and would like to have a free
copy of Revisionism Documented.

Encino, California

Ph.D., Acquisitions Librarian
Hebrew Union College
Jewish Institute of Religion
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Bible Students, Congratulations on
your recent advertisement on Holy Land
Revisionism in the New York Times. It was
an excellent and needed piece of work. I
would appreciate receiving a copy of
Revisionism Documented and am sending a
small contribution to assist you in your
valuable endeavors.

Now, all who wish may obtain a copy of the
ad; the new booklet Arab-Israeli Peace
Process and Bible Prophecy which contains
the documentation offered in the ad, is
available at the same address at $.20 each,
singly or in quantity. Order from, New
Brunswick Ecclesia, P. 0. Box 144, Edison,
NJ 08818, phone (908) 549-6480
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Entered Into Rest
"0, Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy Word, For mine eyes have seen thy salvation."

■ Sr. Stella Banas of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia ended
her earthly course while asleep at her home on September 25th. A
centenarian, she was born July 16, 1894 in Gorlic, Poland and came
to America in 1910 at the age
of sixteen. She married Br.
John Banas, and at 21
consecrated her life to the
Lord. They attended the
Chicago Polish Bible
Students Class, and later
when it was dissolved she
went to the English-speaking
Class at North La Salle Street
with her daughter and
grandchildren. She spoke
English and understood the
language well.
Sr. Balms, a widow of 30
years, is survived by two
daughters: Sr. Florence
Sr. Stella Banas
Megacz, 5143 Kenneth Avenue, Chicago, IL 60630, and Ruth Nissen; six grandchildren three consecrated: Br. Joseph Megacz, Srs. Joanne Klick and Diane
Gebarowski; twelve great-grandchildren.
At the funeral service, her grandson , Br. Joseph Megacz gave
a eulogy, and Br. Ted Marten the witness. A hundred persons family, neighbors and brethren - honored her memory by their
presence.

Luke 2:29,30

The Lord gave Sr. Helen many opportunities to witness even
when house-bound. One such experience was mentioned in her
memorial service. A few weeks before her death the manicurist
came to the house as Sr. Helen was unable to go out. Knowing her
client was facing death, and observing her calm and peaceful
manner she said: "You know you're going to die, yet you have such
a cheerful positive attitude! Tell me about your faith and what it
is that helps you so." Sr. Helen was able to tell her of the wonderful
Truth that sustained her throughout most of her life, and the plan
God has for all mankind.
She was born in Independence, Oregon, April 14, 1926, and
married Br. Taze, March 3, 1948 who, with their four children,
survive her: A son Br. Tom Brantner, Eugene, Oregon; three
daughters: Joan and Jill Barton of Salem, Joy Barton, Portland and
seven grandchildren.
A member of the Salem Ecclesia shared the foregoing and added
that Sr. Helen's diligence in service to the saints was more than
ever could be recounted. She will he sorely missed! Ed.

■ Br. William E. "Bill" McKee, a member of the Columbus,
Ohio Ecclesia, finished his consecrated earthly walk of 32 years on
November 15, at the age of 80. In the past 20 years, Br. Bill endured
uncomplainingly many
severe physical afflictions.
When asked about his trials,
he replied: "Faith can firmly
trust Him come what may."

A newlywed in 1948, Br.
Bill first heard the Truth from
his mother-in-law, Sr. Mary
tribute to her love and zeal for the Lord and his Truth. Ed.
Six months before her death Sr. Banas had a live-in helper, a Gallas of Coloma, Michigan.
Polish immigrant who related how Sr. Stella had opened the Bible His wife Sr. Frances, though
to her (a Catholic) from the first day together. She learned the Truth not consecrated in their early
about hell and the soul, and every day they read the Manna and years of marriage, told him
Bible texts. Daily Sr. Stella repeated the promise of the Kingdom gems of Harvest Truth she held
dear. Once while driving
and God's plan to bless all mankind, her helper included.
In answer to a brother's question, "where do you expect to go through Bowling Green, Ohio,
when you die?" she replied, "I believe now I will sleep in the grave she saw directional signs to a
to await the Lord's voice to awaken me. I was not taught this truth Bible Students convention
which they visited. At this
in Poland, but Sr. Stella showed me this is what the Bible teaches."
time a national network con■ Sr. Helen Barton, a member of the Salem, Oregon Ecclesia, tract for the Frank & Ernest
Br. William McKee
finished her course on October 21, after a long bout with cancer. radio program was discussed
Her husband Br. Taze and their youngest daughter Joy, were with and approval given. Br. Bill was astounded that such a project
her when her change came. could be settled without passing the plate even once! There he also
She was able to attend heard Br. Christian Zahnow speak. Years later the McKees would
meetings until the last few have the privilege of ministering to both Br. and Sr. Zahnow in their
weeks. Her faith and trust in home. Over the years theirs was the interim home to Brs. Walter
the Lord never wavered and Mozee and Ludlow Loomis.
In summer 1961, Sr. Frances was immersed at Bloomington,
although the pain, at times,
was visible in her face she Indiana with the family present who had used vacation days to
would catch one's eyes upon come. Instead of sightseeing, Br. Bill attended all the meetings and
her and give a reassuring the next year was himself immersed at that same convention.
Though previously a faithful Methodist, he was now zealous for
smile
She consecrated herself to witnessing the Truth to others, and together he and his wife
the Lord in 1951 and had told regularly tracted local neighborhoods and surrounding towns. As
many of the brethren it was her a 30th wedding anniversary gift to each other they sponsored the
father-in-law, Br. Claude first showing, outside Chicago, of "For This Cause" in Springfield,
Barton's witnessing that the Ohio in June, 1978.
Lord used to open her eyes to
It was Br. Bill's request that his son-in-law, Br. Jim Heeg,
the
beauty
of
the
Truth.
officiate
at his funeral. His sister-in-law, who has had many
Sr. Helen Barton
We append an account of Sr. Banas' last witness effort as a

See

Deaths page 5
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Death of Sr. Louise Frey Recalls Early History
On September 4th Sr. Louise Frey fmished her consecrated course
of 76 years in the home of her daughter Sr. Ruth and son-in-law Br.
Vincent Kowalewski in Nichols, New York where she had lived the
last four years, an invalid. She is survived also by seven
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren. Her long life of 99
years touched many stalwarts of "first generation" Bible Students,
foremost her husband Br. Anton Frey who died January 12, 1987.
Sr. Louise first heard the sweet strains of Present Truth from
Anton Frey early in their courtship in Jersey City, New Jersey. He
had found a tract and went to hear Br. Russell preach at the
Brooklyn Tabernacle - several times. At that time a sister brought
the First Volume to his home in the Bronx, and on learning that it
was one of six, he yearned to have the full set but could not afford
the cost of two dollars.
Meanwhile, his witnessing to Louise caught the ear of her
grandmother living in the same home, One evening, leaving the
home, he found two dollars on the vestibule floor, and at the next
visit learned that the grandmother had lost the money. She,
however, was so impressed by his honesty she insisted that he keep
it. He did keep it and immediately sent off for the set of Volumes.

members of the Jersey City Ecclesia. In due course the Hirshes left
the area, but the bond forged was a strong one - only dissolved by
death. Br. Frey was privileged to officiate at the funeral service of
Sr. Rose Hirsh in 1984. She died at 106 years of age.

Sr. Louise, Br. Anton Frey

Sr. Louise, Sr. Rose Hirsh, Br. Anton Frey

The names of Chapman and Hirsh (and later Frey) were first
linked together in 1917 when Br. Robert Hirsh with three others
were deposed as Life members of the Watchtower Bible & Tract
Society's Board of Directors by J. F. Rutherford. Br. Hirsh and his
wife Sr. Rose, who served under Br. Russell, were evicted without
funds from the Bethel Home in Brooklyn, New York The Hirshes
were taken at once into the Chapmans' home in Jersey City for an
indefinite period. In 1918 Anton and Louise were immersed, and
in 1919 were married by Br. Robert Hirsh in the home of the
Chapmans, thus linking them to this little circle of brethren, all

Sr. Frey's last painful experiences in the flesh began with a fall
on an escalator in March, 1990. A broken leg with complications
required extensive surgery and a long convalescence. At last, when
able to take a few steps, she suffered a stroke in May, 1991 and a
second one in Decrmber, 1992. The third stroke in May, 1993 left
her comatose until her death. Sr. Ruth and Br. Vincent's 'round the
clock' care these past four years is evidence of an abiding love for
this dear mother - and thus they have fulfilled to her the Lord's
assurance of his care unto the end.
Br. August Tomquist and Br. Ray Luke held the memorial
services for Sr. Louise giving a fine witness to the Truth she loved
so well. Sr. Mary Elizabeth Sannicks sang "Thy Will be Done"; her
three granddaughters sang "The Lights of Home" and her favorite
hymn, "Oh to be Nothing!".
This tribute ends with the words of Sr. Ruth Kowalewski - "Her
whole life was one of love and self-sacrifice!" May God bless her
memory to all.

Afflicted and Bereaved Brethren
■ Sr. Margaret Hedman, (330 Main Street, Main Tower, Apt.
424, Newark, DE 19711), a member of the WilmingtonChesapeake City Ecclesia, sent word to the Connellsville
Convention that she was unable to attend due to scheduled surgery.
She has been a familiar figure at recent conventions in the Midwest:
a small, white-haired sister of 86 years, animated and eager for
fellowship. Needless to say, she would be benefited by cards and
letters at this time.

■ Sr. Judy Cramer, (Rte 1, Box 120A, Vanderbilt, PA 15486),
suffered the loss of her beloved mother, Loretta Winters of
Blairsville, PA on Oct. 16. Her death resulted from complications
after a fall in which a leg was broken. Her health had been failing
for a few months before the fall.
Sr. Judy said, "Now, I really understand what it means to lose
one's mother. I can sympathize more fully with others so afflicted.
Oh! how we need the Kingdom!"
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New Brethren in Christ
"...He hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness."

Isaiah 61:10

Immersions 1994
At Antioch, CA, Sept. 4:
From the Antioch Ecclesia:
Sr. Kathy Ross, was shown the privilege of the High calling
by her husband Br. Allen Ross;
Br. Larry Roberts, heard the glorious Gospel from his wife
Sr. Ellen;
Sr. Kristina Kelchner of Eugene Bible Students Ecclesia,
first learned of Present Truth from Br. David Fetherstonhaugh
of Salem, OR.
At Fort Worth, TX, Oct. 1:
Br. Jimmy Stephenson, Oakdale, LA, received a Truth

witness from the "Divine Plan" program on TV.
Deaths From page 3

witnesses over the years, marvelled at the love shown by the
brethren attending from five States.
In addition to his wife Sr. Frances, he is survived by a consecrated daughter and son-in-law, Br. Jim and Sr. Bonita Heeg; a
grandson, Timothy Heeg, a consecrated granddaughter, Sr. Bethany
Heeg and future grandson-in-law, Br. Jordan Gray, all of whom he
dearly loved.

■ Br. Sam Kostelancik of Chicago, Illinois, entered into rest
October 14 in a nursing facility at 80 years of age. He had a long
history of heart disease. Serving in the Air Force in W.W.II, he
accepted the Truth and consecrated after his marriage to Sr.
Martha. Immersed some 45 years ago he attended meetings when
possible, but was confined to home many of those years due to ill
health.
He leaves Sr. Martha his wife of 50 years, (7739 W. Summerdale,
Chicago IL 60656), a son Paul, a daughter Gay, and nine grandchildren. A daughter Joy died in recent years leaving two young sons
whom Br. Sam and Sr. Martha took to themselves to raise in a Truth
atmosphere.
His funeral service conducted by Br. Alfred Bums was attended
by some 40 family and friends.

■ Sr. Blanche Davies of Surrey, BC, died in a hospital there on
Aug. 12th at 89 years. Consecrated 33 years, she was immersed in
Seattle in 1961. In later years she attended the Bellingham WA
Ecclesia, even though several strokes made it difficult to get about.
Sr. Blanche loved Hymn #95. She is survived by a sister, two nieces
and one nephew.
Her memorial service was conducted by a Lutheran minister in
her niece's church. Several brethren attended and gave her nieces
the Comfort and Consolation booklet.
■ Sr. Anastasia

LaSota, a member of the Gary Bible Students

Ecclesia, was released from her bondage to a wheel chair and
crippling arthritis on Oct. 31, at 86 years. Her daughter Miss Jane
LaSota (611 Hirsch Avenue, Calumet City, IL 60409) has lovingly
cared for her mother's needs the last few years since incapacitated.
Sr. Anastasia was the only one of six children to accept the Truth
from her Polish parents who had meetings many years in their
home. She was consecrated over 60 years and was active in the
Gary Class as long as health permitted, even serving as pianist from
her wheel chair.

Br. Jimmy Stephenson, Br. Tim Armstrong, Immerser

A widow for 31 years, she had lost her husband Br. Peter and a
son within a day of each other. She was the mother of six and is
survived by five of her children, 12 grandchildren, six greatgrandchildren; three sisters and two brothers.
Br. Edmund Jezuit officiated (her request) at her funeral attended by 65 - the majority were of other faiths, but all gave good
attention. He also officiated at the funeral of her husband and son
31 years ago.

■ Sr. Edna Reinhardt of Kawkawlin, Michigan, entered into rest
on June 18 at 94 years of age in the city where she had been born
and spent her entire life. The last of her family - six sisters and four
brothers - she is survived by a niece and a nephew, both of her city,
several great nieces and nephews.
An older member of the Bay City Class, Sr. Edna is survived by
only one class member, Sr. Viola Sigelko (9440 Reinhold Road,
Reese, MI 48757)
The Bay City class was closely associated with the Saginaw
(Mich.) class, and for many years was served by the late Br. Chester
Sundbom and elders from ecclesias in Detroit and Chicago. Br.
Edgar Buckley of Jackson Bible Students officiated. 1:11
The Memorial Supper
Thursday evening, April 13, 1995
after six o'clock
"...That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was
betrayed took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake
it, and said, 'Take eat; this is my body broken for you; this do
in remembrance of me. ' " 1 Cor. 11:23-24

"We urge that none neglect this annual privilege, for any
reason. There is a special blessing in its observance. If
you incline to feel discouraged, go partake of the broken
loaf, asking the Lord for a fresh realization of your
justification, and a fresh appreciation of your
consecration to be broken (sacrificed) with Him, as
members of the one Loaf--His Church, His Body."
R5193
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Our Brethren Speak
"My tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and praise all the day long." Psalm 35:28

Testimonies at Denver, Colorado July 30-31:
Death Takes Half of Class
Br. Tom Moore, Laramie/Bosler, Wyoming Ecclesia
"...There are three in our Ecclesia and all are here at this
Convention. It is hard to realize that six months ago there were six
of us. Devastation hit our Class and three have gone beyond the
veil: Srs. Laura Martinez, Meryl Woodland, and Micki Serl. We
were able to witness, after their deaths to their families - most of
them not in the Truth. We talked about what we believed, and tried
to arrange funeral services.
"As though that wasn't enough, a personal tragedy hit our
family. About a year ago, my son was in a motorcycle accident and
went into a coma. He had three anoxia events where he was
completely gone and they brought him back. He is a 25 year-old
man who felt he was indestructible. I could see that the Lord was
giving us some lessons.
"The beauty of all of this is that we were not alone. As word
spread throughout the Bible Students, we received cards and letters
and could physically feel the effects of prayer. We did hit
bottom...came back out of it and saw the glory of the Lord working
in our lives. In fact, we are better able now to talk to others about
the Lord's great plan; that all will come forth from their graves
someday, that this present evil world, is not a permanent thing.
"My son is out of the coma - the Lord overruled. He is in the
hands of tremendous doctors. I didn't know there were so many
different kinds of therapists: Communications, Speech, Occupational, Physical, I am personally happy that the Lord has raised up
individuals in these professions to assist the world with their
problems...We pray daily for that Kingdom..."
Convention Canceled-Nigeria
Br. Paul Lagno, Omaha, Neb.
"The reason I am here is because the convention in Nigeria has been
canceled...To give you background on the Nigerian situation.
About two weeks ago it became a concern for us as there was a gas
shortage in Nigeria. July 4th the oil workers went on strike. Oil is
their primary export so all of the gas and oil in Nigeria comes from
their own country. When oil workers go on strike, sooner or later
the gas will stop flowing. Br Cony got into the country about a week
ago, and the gas was flowing. He phoned the States and told
Richard Evans, to 'Come on over there is no problem.' Richard got
into the country and the next day everything shut down. So there
is no gas to even travel short distances within the country. As for
the airlines, they go day by day. As of two days ago there was still
gasoline to get them [airplanes] out of the country.
"Br. Cony, has been living in the States for about 6-7 years. He
is not a citizen but he has a green card that allows him to travel back
to his home country without problems. This is his first trip home
- he has a wife and child living in Sacramento, where he is a very
faithful brother.
"For Richard I know it is a trial, because I talked to him before
he went. He especially needed to spend some extra time with the
Wan Class before the convention. He is not able to travel that far,
and is stuck in Adabi, which is close to the airport.
"This was to be their 10th annual convention since 1982... The
program was fantastic, mainly because some of the brethren that
were from Nigeria were on the program. It seemed that the
Nigerians were taking over the mainstay of the convention. I was
looking forward to seeing the brethren I hadn't seen since 1986.

One brother baptized at the first convention, now is an Elder and
on the program. How I wanted to see his face!...I would like to read
II Cor. 4..."
"He Turned on the Green Light!"
Br. Freeman Thompson, San Antonio, Texas
"Just to share with you something that occurred last evening. I met
a minister, in fact he tracked me down when I was walking into the
cafeteria last night. He was curious about what was transpiring [all
the people for the convention]. He is a minister from Oregon. We
had a long talk which ended up with his wanting to keep the line of
communication open. He asked me if I would correspond with him
and if I had any material. He just turned on the green light! I am
happy for every opportunity to witness..."
Testimonies at I-0 Convention, Worthington, Ohio August 4-8:
Sr. Esther Bachorski, Phoenix, AZ
"...We have been having a very interesting time with Ted's
youngest brother who we used to drag to conventions and meetings,
because his mother wanted him to go with us when we were first
married. He left when he got to be a teenager. All these years - he
is 59 years old now - he has not gone to anything else and
periodically when we visited him on the West Coast we would
bring new things to his attention. He would not say much, but now,
within this last year, he and his wife have decided that this is
something you cannot take lightly. 'When I am ready I will come
to the meetings.' We have meetings in our home and they have
been attending for about a year; this spiritual growth is just
astounding, the questioning and the studying they do. It just keeps
all of us on our toes because we are going to be questioned. If there
is anything they read and study that they don't have any answers to,
automatically the phone rings and they are there asking a
question...They understand consecration and they are very much
into the study of the Truth. It seems they are counting the cost. I
ask an interest in your prayers that we may enable them to see the
Truth..."
Truth Literature in Shops
Sr. Karen Buchheit, Columbus, OH
"...An experience I wanted to share is little by little we have put
Volumes and booklets into consignment shops, trying to place the
literature in the hands of someone who would be interested.
Everything has been selling. We put a little bit at a time - one 4th,
6th whatever we have around. We put them in for the regular price,
- a Seven-in-One and it sold. We lose money on the whole thing
but we don't care because maybe someone will be interested. If
anyone has such an opportunity do take advantage of it because
somebody is out there buying this material."
Chairman, Br. Paul Mali, "That reminds me of an experience Sr.
Mary had at the bookstore. A man from the Navy Department came
in to buy books. He asked her to select books in various categories
because they were going to be put into a library on a submarine. As
she was recommending and they were selecting books for the
sailors to read while out to sea, he asked, 'What would you
recommend as a good book that would explain the Bible?'
"How would you like that opportunity, by the way? She
happened to have the 7 Volumes in One that comes from Fort
Worth. 'This is the book you should have.' He said, 'that's what
See Brethren page 8
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A Mother's Perspective on Romania
As I sit here at my desk and try to remember
everything I felt and experienced in
Romania, I cannot find the words to express
all the many wonderful brethren I met nor
the countless blessings that were given to
me and my family.

Brethren at Brasov

I must admit that being like most typical
mothers, I was a bit worried about Malcolm
going. Every concern came to my mind,
What if he gets sick? Are there doctors
easily available? I then stopped the agony
of trying to foresee the future and realized
that we are and will always be in our Lord's
care and keeping. The scripture that comes
to mind is "Casting all your care upon Him
for He cares for you." 1 Peter 5:7
I then remembered that this trip was not
for me or my family's benefit but for the
brethren in Romania who need to see and be
with brethren who will be an encouragement for them in every way possible. My
family and I went to serve the brethren in
fellowship and love.
When the day of our departure finally
arrived I had butterflies in my stomach,
prayers on my mind and myriad things to be
thankful for. Chris, Malcolm and I met Br.
Allen at the home of the Bachs here in the
Detroit area. Sr. Marilyn, to whom I am
very thankful, and whom I love dearly,
graciously gave us a ride to Metro airport.
At the airport, Br. Walter and Sr. Vera
Blicharz were there to see us off. To the
both of them we are thankful for their warm
Christian love.
At this moment I must take the time to
thank my heavenly Father for giving us
such a patient, quiet and serene child.
Malcolm was very good throughout the
entire trip. He had no problems being on
any plane for any length of time nor did he

have any problems being on trains or sitting we witness through T.V. and radio? When
through a few hours of questions or dis- do we feel the establishment of the kingdom
courses. As far as I can tell the brethren will happen? Our brief stay here was very
liked him and I know that he loves many of pleasant and relaxing.
the brethren there.
The next morning we were up before the
At 4:30 p.m. we finally arrived into sun and on the train once again but this time
Bucharest, Ro- on our way to Brasov. Here there are seven
mania. Br. brethren we met in the home of Br. Marin
Nikoli and Br. and Sr. Lucretia. The brethren here were
Ghita Dragos very well studied they all have memorized
were at the air- many scriptures and manna texts and all the
port to meet us hymns are sung without the use of instruand take us to the ments and they all know the hymns by
home of Br. and heart. They told us that before the revoluSr. Bogdon. Here tion they weren't able to have these books
we got a chance so many of them memorized whatever they
to freshen up, re- could. Here we had a discourse followed by
lax and have our a walk to the hilltop and, of course, dinner.
first Romanian After dinner we had a question meeting and
dinner, which tried to have a testimony meeting. The
was great. Br. questions that were asked here were: When
Ghita served as will the grapes from Isa. 63 be crushed on
our interpreter the wine press? What is our opinion on the
here and in the great company, Elijah and Elisha? When
next two cities will Isa. 26:9 be accomplished? As I look
we visited. There at my notes, they asked many questions
were 11 brethren about what we felt the future held. After the
at this home so meeting we went and stayed with another
we had a study and question meeting. A few Sister named Lucretia and her family. This
of the questions were: How do you explain was a most delightful blessing.
how God arranged for all of us to meet
The next morning Br. Allen went back to
together, fellowship and study? Who fights Bucharest with Br. Ghita, then to Tirgu
in the battle of Armageddon? At this point Mures where he installed a computer sysI remember being exhausted and went to tem for Br. Andras Ortel to use in Hungarbed early. The brethren there asked many ian translation work. Sr. Beti Precup and Sr.
questions and many of them
tried their best to speak English.
The next morning it
seemed as if we woke up with
the sun in order to catch the
early train to our next destination which was the city of
Sibiu. The train ride was
about six hours long which
wasn't bad at all because the
countryside was beautiful. In
Sibiu we met with an elderly
sister who lived alone in a
house with no indoor plumbing. She, like most Romanians, grew most of her vegetables in her garden that she
alone took care of. This Sister not once complained alBr. Andras Ortel, Br. Cristian Crisan
though she did cry but they
were not tears of pain or suffering they were Florica Cap met us in Brasov to take us to
tears of joy. Her name is Sr. Elena. After Cluj. We got to Cluj pretty late so we didn't
we had another wonderful dinner a sister get to meet any brethren that night. We
who lived in the area joined us for a study stayed with Sr. Beti for the next four days.
and question meeting. A few of the ques- These four days were the highlights for
tions were: What did we think of the peace Chris, Malcolm and me. We met more
that is happening in Israel right now? Can
See Romania page 8
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wonderful brethren and many young people.
The class here is quite large and very involved in activities of all sorts. It was sad
to leave this city and the precious brethren
there, but all week long we looked forward
to the young people's seminar near Sighet.
On that Friday all the young people in
Cluj met at the train station, about 14 in all.
We reserved three compartments and traveled together. When we arrived in Sighet
we split up to sleep in various places. The
next day we all gathered together with
many other brethren in a house on a hillside.
It was beautiful. Although the weather was
rainy and cold it was fantastic to be among
the brethren to study and fellowship. After
a while I felt that I was receiving most of the
many blessings of this trip. The zeal in the
brethren and their eagerness to serve one
another was a big eye opener for me...
We stayed in Sighet two-and-a-half days.
I regret that we couldn't stay longer and
under different circumstances. Chris did,
however, get to meet with many brethren.
Finally, at this stage of our trip I started to
have a miscarriage. I had begun to feel
uncomfortable at the start of the trip but just
ignored it, and thought, "It's in the Lord's
hands"...I prayed that whatever he willed I

would accept without any hesitation or to Bucharest were we ended our Romanian
questions...The Lord answered my prayer, portion of the trip.
Chris, Malcolm and I do look forward to
and as promised, I will accept his overruling.
After this experience I took a
long look at myself and realized,
"I am not here for
myself but to do
the Lord's will."
We must learn to
accept whatever
trials are given
us. I would like
especially to
thank the Dragos
family for their
support, love and
help, especially
that of Sr. Lisa.
Even though I
had to go through
this experience,
Bucharest Brethren bid farewell to Bidigares
the doctors in
Sighet were great. The Lord was really the day when we can go back and be with the
brethren once again.
watching over me at this time.
(Note: The Bidigares went on to visit
After Sighet we travelled on to Baia
Mare. I was still not able to do very much, brethren in Paris, France and Stuttgart,
being much too tired. From there we flew Germany. Ed)

Brethren From page 6

we will have.' I think to this day that book is floating in that
submarine with all the sailors, I don't know if they have been
reading it but it was a nice opportunity when you are in a bookstore
to make those recommendations."
"...Write a short uplifting note"
Br. Rob Ostry, New Brunswick, NJ
"...On our way to the convention we stopped to see my sister,
Sharon Morgenstern, in Grand Rapids. Most of you are familiar
with her and Jeffs accident last year. She sent her love and asked
to give you a short update on her situation. We were there for two
and one half days, but we didn't get an opportunity to see him. He
has good days and some not so good. Sometimes he gets agitated
with new visitors. Sharon said he is slowly improving, you never
know exactly how far he has recovered but it is ongoing. She
expects that they will be in Grand Rapids through the rest of this
year. She met with a specialist from Chicago who conducts
certification and studies of recovery facilities, through the
Morgenstern family. He met with Jeff and assured Shari that he
is in one of the best facilities...She asked that you remember them
in prayer, and if you want to write Jeff a nice short uplifting letter
it would be very good for him. They are easier for him to read if they
are handwritten in script rather than cursive."
Wants to End World's Misery
Br. Chris Bidigare, Detroit area
"Something that has been heavy on my heart lately is the scripture
that says, 'Jesus was a man of sorrows.' I used to wonder, what was
he sorry about. When I was young I thought it was selfish, he was
sorry that he wasn't with the Lord. Now when you look at what is
going on in Rwanda, Bosnia or Haiti, this last century, the evil in
the world, the suffering, pain and the sorrow, has really helped me

❑

to see these things and make me want even more to strive in the
Lord to help this misery, one day. So many times in my life I have
been distracted by the world, and it's temptations. When you look
at a picture of a child in Rwanda, sitting on top of his dead mother,
- half dead himself, crying, hungry - could you look into his eyes
and say, 'I'd like to help you but I have to go shopping.' All these
cares of life. That's really what is happening, all over the world,
the groaning creation is waiting for us brethren. I hope that
someday soon I will be faithful and hope to end this misery and I
really appreciate Jesus even more for what he did. I love you
brethren very much."

Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio September 24,25:
Learned Better How to Witness
Br. Owen Kindig, Columbus, Ohio
"...One thing I want to pass onto you, which I've learned by
experience; I was in a family of eight children, and of course, when
we got the Truth, everyone had to know the Truth. But I've learned
over the years two very important things. One turned my family
around toward the Truth: I took the guardianship of my deaf
brother, and I helped a brother roof his house, which had 5,000
square feet of roof. We did physical things for my family, we didn't
hammer them with the Truth, and it's paid off.
"Through that I've learned better how to witness to people.
When someone opens up that I can witness to, I just give them one
or two ideas, that's all. I let them nibble, it's like fishing. I let them
keep nibbling before I set the hook. It's been very helpful to me in
my witness activity. First I try to look at life from their perspective.
"We are hoping to go back to Japan, in November or December.
We would really appreciate an interest in your prayers, because we
feel the prayers of the brethren while we're there..."
See Brethren page 10
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Russian Jews to See Israel Video
Leaders Enthusiastic: Request Thousands of Copies
Professor Branover, a world renowned
scientist and former Russian Refusenik,
now lives in Israel and is the president of
Shamir, (The Association of Jewish
Professionals from the Soviet Union.) The
Jews in the former Soviet Republics were
cut off from their Jewish roots during the
decades of communist rule. Synagogues
and Hebrew schools were closed. The only
reason most Jews in the former Soviet
Union know they are Jews is because the
Gentiles let them know.

Invitation to Russia
Professor Branover sent me the following letter.
"I did already express to you many
times my highest appreciation of your
film 'Israel: Appointment With Destiny. '
It is really a masterpiece from all points
of view. I believe that it is certainly the
best film dedicated to this subject that I
ever saw. We discussed your film in my
organization, Shamir, and everybody's
opinion was similar to mine. You remember, of course, that due to your kind
help we delivered hundreds of copies of
your video film to people in the former
Soviet Union. I am sure that if you could
undertake a trip to major cities of the
former Soviet Union and give lectures
accompanied by the demonstration of
the film - it would be most efficient...to
establish Jewish roots and Biblical Zionism.
"In view of the above I want to invite
you to go to Russia and work there with
the Jewish leaders for the above purpose.
If you agree in principle, we should
discuss the details."
Brother Paul Balko and I traveled to
Russia November 5-12 and met with Jewish
religious and secular leaders. The official
total of Jews in the former Soviet Union is
1.4 million. Last spring a committee of the
Russian Parliament observed that many Jews
are hiding their identity and the real total is
closer to 4-5 million. The leaders we spoke
with estimate about 3 million. In Moscow
there are 350,000 Jews and only two synagogues.
After I gave these Jewish leaders
Branover' s letter and the list of Jewish
leaders in Israel, the United States and
Europe who commend Israel: Appointment
With Destiny, the response was -How can
we assist you?" After I described Brother
Russell's work among the Jewish people
and our video, Israel: Appointment With

Destiny, they said your message is just what

the Jews in Russia need to help establish
their Jewish roots. We pursued two tracks.
One, determine the feasibility of having a
large effort showing or showings in the
Spring. Two, promote the immediate distribution and small scale showings of Israel:
Appointment With Destiny (Russian version).
The president of the largest synagogue
in Moscow was enthused about having a
highly advertised showing next Spring in a
prestigious hall. Jewish organizations in
Russia are impoverished. We would have to
finance any large showings. The chief Rabbi
of Russia, Rebbe Shayevich, has 100 centers in Russia with television sets and VCR
players. He wants 100 tapes of the Russian
version Israel: Appointment With Destiny
in order to present small showings at these
centers. Additionally, he wants 10,000 videos for distribution. He said the Russian
people love to read books. He wants me to
write a book to be published in Russian with
an initial printing of 10,000 copies.
The head of Joint (Joint Distribution
Committee) was very enthusiastic. Joint is
a secular operation, completely financed by
the Jews in the U.S. They distribute food
and books and videos on Jewish culture
throughout the former Soviet Union.
Through Joint the Jewish community of the
United States sustains Jews in 52 nations.
The head of Joint in each of these recipient
nations is an Israeli who was formerly from
the recipient nation. Aryeh Goichman, the
executive director of Joint in Russia, immigrated to Israel over 20 years ago from the
former Soviet Republic of Moldova. He is
very concerned about the high assimilation
of the Jews in Russia and said our video is
just what they need to re-establish their
Jewish religious roots.

Centers to show Video
Year-round
Joint has 1000 centers with television
sets and VCR players. He ordered 1000
Russian videos of Israel: Appointment With
Destiny. They will have Yeshiva students
present showings and conduct discussion
groups at each of these centers. Rabbi Berel
Lazar is chairman of the Rabbinical Alliance in the C.I.S. This is the Lubavitch
movement in Russia. They are ultra-orthodox and saved Judaism during communist
rule. They went underground, kept their
Sabbath and holy day services and Hebrew
schools going. Many paid with their lives.

Lubavitch has 35 centers. Rabbi Lazar wants
35 videos so each center can hold repeated
showings.
Zev Wagner, Professor Branover' s representative in Russia, will arrange to have
our video used in the curriculum of 30
religious schools in Russia, the Ukraine and
Estonia.
I was interviewed on the Jewish Hour
radio program that is broadcast throughout
Russia. Several editors of Jewish newspapers requested articles. The publisher of the
monthly periodical Science and Religion,
which is a vehicle of dialogue among different religious groups, invited me to write a
monthly column. This will require prayerful consideration to determine the Lord's
will.

1135 Centers to have
Repeat Showings
The most thrilling aspect is the 1135
centers that will have repeat showings of
Israel: Appointment With Destiny. If an
average of 50 see the video at each center
within a year, then 50 X 1135 = 56,750
viewers. An average of 100 persons per
center would be approximately 110,000
viewers. We have the potential of over
110,000 Russian Jews having their faith
.stimulated by our comfort message.
Our main concern now is producing an
updated Russian version of Israel: Appointment With Destiny and sending a minimum
of 2,000 video cassettes to Russia as soon as
possible. We need your prayers.
The desperate economic situation in
Russia has resulted in much crime and
violence. We had a close call. We thank the
Lord for his leading in every aspect of our
trip.
The close call Br. Ken refers to above
was in the washroom of a hotel. He was
drying his hands when a man came up and
attepted to kick and punch him. Another
man was circling around in an apparent
attempt to cut him off from the exit. Br. Ken
rushed for the door and was able to escape
without further incident. Ed.

"Cheerfulness is one of the
loveliest graces of the
Christian character."
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"Why Should I Not Attain?"
Sr. Barbara Millin, Las Angeles, CA
"...We came for the birth of our new grandson - Nathan Andrew.
He was born on the 13th, and on the 20th he started running a high
fever and wouldn't eat, so Rachel [Kopak] took him to the doctor
in the afternoon, and by evening he was in Children's Medical
Center. They put him on IVs and antibiotics and ran all kinds of
tests. Eventually he did come home, but it seemed those three and
one half days were an eternity but each day we looked for the Lord's
love and mercy on our behalf, which we appreciate so very much
as we pray for his will to be done and not ours.
"About once a year we get to visit with our children and
grandchildren so we were especially blessed to be of service and
have this privilege of being here at this time. This year has been
very special for us, as we were able to get to four conventions. We
usually only get to one and sometimes part of another one.
"John 6:53 says, 'If I honor myself, my honor is nothing, it is my
Father that honoreth me.' So it should be with us. In Reprint 220
(at the top) the Pastor says 'The prize given to the patriarchs is
almost beyond human comprehension, and yet God has provided
some better thing for us. I shall praise him eternally for the
opportunity provided, even if I should not so run as to obtain it. But
why should I not attain it? Why should you not attain it? Our
justification is complete, it is Christ that died. Our call is official,
it is of God in Christ Jesus...
"Lord Uses Each One to Bless One Another"
Br. Walter Dearing, Indianapolis, IN
"...I bring the love of Sr. Ola Harvey, she would have dearly loved
being here. She mentions many of you by name still. The hymn
says to 'Count your blessings,' and that's one place we can start
with our grandparents. In our family the Truth came from our
grandfather, Walter Harvey, who was in the Truth first and then our
grandmother - Ola, and my mother, Sr. Freda here. Those are three
blessings right there! The Lord used those three brethren as
blessings for me. Then I came into the Truth. And sitting right next
to me is another blessing, Sr. Agatha Pearson. I want to remember
her, as my first convention here was with Sr. Agatha. I rejoice in
the encouragement and the blessing she's been to me. And, of
course, we could name all the brethren here today, as the Lord has
used each of us to bless one another, and help build us up in the
Truth. This convention has meant so much to me. I have never
testified here - this is the first time..."
Impressed With "Seniors" Independence
Sr. Suzanne Jambor, Oakland County Ecclesia
"...Just wanted to let you know that the first chapter of the First
Volume in Chinese is on it's way to getting done, which is the last
message we got from China. It has been horrendously difficult, to
keep track of this and to get it done.
"Briefly, we have Senior Citizen's day at the State fair where our
Class has a booth. It has always been traditionally a young, cutting
edge, type of class. But now we're all becoming middle-aged and
gray-haired. But we always had a hard time witnessing on Senior's
day. Sr. Petrina, who is in her seventies, always worked Senior's
day, but this year she was sick and! was there alone...I sold Volume
after Volume, and I realized that these people I was talking to were
more independent-minded and not as shackled to the nominal
churches, and they did not care what other people thought... I was
real impressed with that. And I thought, from now on I' m going to
make an effort when I'm witnessing or talking to someone a lot
older than I am, that instead of thinking they are not going to listen
to me because I'm younger, or they are set in their ways, I'm going

to approach it from the standpoint that they are beyond this
nonsense of worrying about what other people think. I was very
impressed and talked to more independent-thinkers on that shift
than any other. I really want to encourage brethren in their twenties
or even younger. Don't let 'gray hair' stop you. Sr. Petrina came
into our Class when she was in her sixties, and we have other fine
examples of brethren coming into the Truth when they were older...
"Also, there was a person who David and I had First Volume
studies with who, I believe, was possessed with demons. She had
multiple personalities, and one of these personalities called me on
the phone. I believe in demon-posession. She came up to the booth
three times on my shift and was at least two different personalities.
I thank the Lord for this experience, because I lost my servile fear
of Satan and the demons the first time I had to deal with this person.
So, when she came up to the booth I wasn't afraid anymore,
although I have a very healthy respect. I just loaded her up with
literature. Satan has made it so hard to get the Volumes printed in
other languages and I think he hates the writings of the Seventh
Messenger. This experience really impressed on me the importance of getting the Volumes translated..."
A Physical Impossibility
Br. Aaron Kuehmichel, Southern Wisconsin Ecclesia
"...We've had several experiences this summer that have shown to
us again his love on our behalf.
"In one incident our guardian angel watched over our family
very well. We were at a community fair and they had the main
street blocked off...Just before the parade started, they hadn't
closed the street completely, and we were sitting on the curb, - our
three girls and my wife and I...My oldest daughter - about 65
pounds - was sitting on my lap, when our youngest, Azara ran out
in the middle of the street - I see a car coming, and everything seems
to go in slow motion - I picked my daughter off my lap and set her
on the ground. The car's driver still hadn't reacted to my daughter
in the street. So I jumped out in the middle of the street, - and the
car still hadn't seen us. I think he was paying more attention to the
crowd than where he was driving. I don't know how I got to my
daughter but I did. I remember thinking, do I tackle her, and throw
her down to the ground, or do I scoop her up and hold her away from
me so if I get hit she won't. So all these thoughts are going through
my mind, and one second I'm standing here and the next second I'm
over there picking her up and holding her, and the car goes right
behind me! There is no way that I am capable of moving that
amount of distance in that amount of time. So the good Lord
watched over me and our family and I am very thankful for the
evidences of the Lord's care on our behalf..."
Testimonies at West Suburban, Illinois September 4-5:
Chairman, Br. Don Canell read two letters handwritten by Br.
Russell, one to a James MacFarland dated Sept. 4, 1894 (just one
hundred years ago today), found in the effects of the late Sr.
MacFarland, a former member of the Seattle Class. The second
letter he read was from a Br. Christiancy of Norristown, Pa., given
him by Br. Edmund Jezuit.
"Another interesting note about this, Br. Brown has an original
Watch Tower and in that Tower is the letter that Br. MacFarland
wrote to Br. Russell. This is the answer to that letter. We thought
that was unique." Br. Don said.
Will Share Rich Gems
Br. Brian Kutscher, Berean Bible Students, Detroit, MI.
(Br. Brian had the James MacFarland letter in his archives and read it.)
"One of the little sidelights I am involved in is typing in the
contents of a couple of newspapers, the St. Paul Enterprise of Nov.
See Brethren page 14
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Harvest News
"The husbandman that laboreth must first be partaker of the fruits." 2 Tim. 2:6

Zeal of Few Seen in Two Fairs
"Three promising witness experiences days. Much of the free literature was taken
made this year's Fair effort in Delaware an on off days, it was reported.
exciting event," a sister of Newark Ecclesia
said of the New Castle County Fair.
Community Day at the
Though the attendance was down, "We sold
University
57 First Volumes on two weekends," she The Class had another booth just two
weekends later at the Annual Newark
said.
First, a man who bought a First Volume Community Day on the University of
last year, came by to say he liked it enough Delaware campus. Five volumes were sold
to get the set. A member of the Class and it proved to be a day of stimulating
exclaimed, "He may be interested in study- discussions. It was noted that a number of
ing with us!"
other religious groups exhibiting, and quite
A second experience involved a minister a few from a local Christian fellowship
who bought six 'Seven-in-One' Volumes stopped at the table. Following are some
for others of his congregation!
quotes of interest shown:
"A woman engaged us in a heated disThe best encounter, however, occurred
afterward, but as a result of the Fair witness. cussion of the Trinity, saying, '...if you do
A man had picked up a Trinity booklet and not believe that God and Jesus are the same,
found it to be just what he believed, and it is just as if you worship a tree.'
what he had called to the attention of his
"Others gathered around to listen - we
church. Instead of writing to a PO Box for did not wish to attract attention but it worked
the First Volume, he asked for a personal out for good. The man exhibiting next to us
address at the post office. Later, stopping at asked for a booklet after the discussion!
"We had a very good talk with two men
David Hauke's he was given The Divine
Plan of the Ages and left his address - who were disillusioned with organized relisomething they had failed to get at the Fair. gion. They could not harmonize what they
Not many this year seemed interested in had been taught with a God of love. They
much discussion, but about 16 First Vol- took a First Volume.
umes (free magazine edition), and hun"We are thankful for the privilege of
dreds of booklets were distributed. As the witnessing Truth to poor groaning humanbooth was staffed on just two weekends, a ity," some of the Ecclesia members exliterature table was in place the full ten claimed.
"Divine Plan" Big
987 First Volumes were placed in
September at three Michigan fairs: The
Wayne County, Jackson, and the state fair
at Detroit.
After ten years in the same location, the
Oakland County Bible Students booth was
placed in a totally new environment. Across
the aisle from the booth, paper dragons
tattoos, skulls, and evil symbols in rings and
necklaces were displayed; to the right of the
Bible Students' booth was a series of three
doors leading, step by step, to a large box.
Looking into the box a skull stared back,
and on the lid a question: "Where will you
be when you look like this?" This was the
witness message to all fair-goers by these
Baptist neighbors from Tennessee.
"The skulls and dragons attracted much
attention and the Baptists painted a dark
picture, yet the contrast of this darkness
caused the Truth to shine more brightly," a
brother said, -we were blessed with many
interesting conversations." A few brethren
were openly opposed by the "Ministry of
Thunder," a group that came in as visitors.
They ganged-up on a sister, battering her

at Michigan Fairs
with questions but allowing no response,
and visitors were warned to "Beware, of
this dangerous cult!" They calmed down
only after a courageous brother firmly but
kindly informed them that, "We are not
impressed with the seminary that issued
your ordination papers; nor are we 'respecters of persons' and, therefore, not concerned with your opinion of us. Further,
you may protest all you like - outside the
building - and promote your ideas freely, if
you purchase space, just as we did!"
The brethren had many opportunities to
sing forth the praises of God's character and
Plan. To each one, they encouraged deeper
Bible study using the most comprehensive
aid ever written, The Divine Plan of the
Ages. -As the last of the public made their
way through the doors, the booth was taken
down and stored away, and the brethren
reflected upon their experiences. The consensus was, 'What a blessed and exciting
time in the Lord's service! And what a
wealth of faith-strengthening experiences
the Lord is willing to add to each of us in
exchange for small efforts. Praise the Lord!"

"Holding Forth the Word
of Life"
Two recent ads in the Chicago Sun Times
were placed by the West Suburban Bible
Students of the Chicago area.
One of these 'The Desire of All Nations
Shall Come" was placed Oct. 21 at a cost of
$1568; to date 215 responses were received.

"THE DESIRE OF ALL
NATIONS SHALL COME"
HAGGAI 2:7

This promise shall be realized in God's Plan
for all mankind wherein "All the families of
the earth shall be blessed" through Christ
Jesus.
WHAT
MAN
DESIRES

WHAT GOD
PROMISES

END

"...they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks:
Nation shall not lift up sword against nalion, neither shall they learn war any more."
Ise. 2:4, Micah 4:3

OF

WARS

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of
the earth..." Pse. 46:9

END
OF
FEAR

"But they shall sit every man under his vine
and under his fig tree; and none shall make
them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of
hosts hash spoken it" Micas 4:4
"They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain, saith the LORD" Isa. 65:25

END
OF
HUNGER
END
OF
SICKNESS

END
OF
DEATH

"Then shall the earth yield her increase... Psa. 67:6; Psa. 85:12
"And they shall build houses, and inhabit
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and
eat the fruit of them... ' Ise. 65:21, 22
"And the inhabitant shell nut say,
sick..." Isa 33:24

I am

"Thenntrhe eyes of the blincl ishall be opened,
and e of the deaf shal be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and
the tongue of the dumb sing.,. - Ise. 35: 5, 6
"And God shell wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former
things are passed away." Rev. 21:4
- For he must reign, tit he bath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that
snail be destroyed is death." 1 Cur. 15:25, 26

DEAD
TO
RETURN

"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming,
in which all that are in the graves shall hear
his voice, and shall come forth..." John 5.28,
29
"Why should it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God should raise the
dead?" Acts 26:2
"Therefore the redeemed of the LORD shall
return, and come with singing unto Zion:
and everlasting joy shall be upon their head:
They shall obtain gladness and joy; and
sorrow and mourning shall flee away. - Ise.
51:11
"Rachel weeping for her children...because
they were not...thus saith the LORD: refrain
thy voice from weeping and thine eyes from
tears...they shall come again from the land
of the enemy." [death]...thy children shall
come again to their own border." [earth]
Jer. 31,15-17
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"What is the Bible Hell?"
In another edition of the Sun Times an ad
with the above title brought 36 responses.
The newspaper has a circulation of
600,000.
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Serving Our Brethren
"Brethren, ye have been called unto liberty...by love serve one another." Gal. 5:13

Reprints Available Again

Ecclesia Information

Mailing Information

To those waiting to purchase Watch Tower
Reprints, "they will be ready about January
1" is the word from the Chicago Bible
Students Book Republishing Committee.
The Reprints are offered both in the 12
volume and loose-leaf formats. With
subsidies, the cost has been held down to
$100 for the 12 volume set, and $80 for the
Loose-leaf edition (without binders). Eight
are recommended at $8 each (shipping
charge $10).
This, another edition of Reprints provides, to some extent, for future needs, but
the costs of keeping a large inventory are
very high. Therefore, ecclesias and individuals are encouraged, if possible, to buy
and store extra sets. The committee offers
to repurchase sets as needed when its supply
is exhausted.

Secretaries

Foreign Mail returned:

Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit
Mrs. Henry Kwolek
38231 Richland
Livonia, MI 48150-2443
(313) 464-2122

Ms. E. Hasselgaard
Enebalrnej 31-A Seus
3600 Silkeborg
Denmark

Our Most Holy Faith
This book, published originally by the
Dawn Bible Students, is reprinted and
offered by the Republishing Committee at a
subsidized cost of $6 plus postage.
Composed of articles from the Reprints
and Pastor Russell's Sermons the new edition includes indexing of scripture texts,
titles and subjects to make the book a more
useful reference tool. Through use of the
Harvest Truth Database all articles were
compared with their original sources: the
Tower magazine and the Sermon book.
From this valuable resource also was gathered all the indexing data.
To order Reprints, Our Most Holy Faith
and/or to obtain an order blank listing other
books and prices as well, call or write:
Book Republishing Committee, 1648
Charles Drive, Glendale Heights, IL 60139;
Phone: (708) 687-5450. Books may be
picked up in Chicago if convenient.

Thy Word is Truth
This is a reprinting of two books under one
cover originally printed in 1905 as handy
references for colporteurs and Bible
Students. The first is topically arranged
with Scriptures and quotes from the Harvest
Message. The second is a compilation of
scriptures by topic published by Brother
J.A. Bohnet. 184 Pages, hard bound. $5.00
US postage included. Portland Area Bible
Students, P.O. Box 23232, Tigard, Oregon
97281-3232.

Name Change

Puget Sound Bible Students
(was Bothell Bible Students)
Mrs. Daniel Beard, Sec' y
32647 50th Place, SW
Federal Way, WA 98023-1907
(206) 838-6362
Address Change

Mr. and Mrs. H. Schoemaker
Rhijnauwensingel 176
3077 EV
Rotterdam

Extra Newsletter copies to
Ecclesias:
Please do not mail these copies without
postage. They are returned to the
Newsletter at $ .35 each. Copies with
printed indicia in place of a stamp, can be
mailed only in bulk by the permit holder.

Bible Students Church of Cincinnati
P. 0. Box 53506
Cincinnati, OH 45253
(513) 825-4112

Romanian Fund
Annual Report

Colporteur Efforts Yielding
New Results

Now entering its fifth year, the Romanian
Fund provides much-needed computer
equipment, supplies and financial
assistance to our brethren in Romania and
Moldova.

Personal testimonies from those currently
engaging in colporteur work are very
heartening to those who hold the interests of
the Harvest work dear. Some are doing the
work after their temporal work day. Others,
of retirement age, are working during the
day. It is reported that the work being done
is getting results and those doing it are
receiveing great blessings from the Lord.
The Colporteur Committee of the New
Brunswick Bible Students is interested in
further stimulating and supporting this work.
Anyone doing colporteur work or wanting
to start is asked to please contact the
committe and share your experiences and
suggestions for successful colporteuring. If
interested please write or contact the committee at the address below. Lord willing a
presentation regarding colporteur work will
appear in the next issue of the Bible Students Newsletter
Please contact:
Brother Oscar Elbert
113 Kamm Avenue
South River, NJ 08882
e-mail OBE3@aol.com

Nov. 30, 1993 Balance
Deposits and Interest
Expenses
Nov. 30, 1994 Balance

1,957.25
10,358.75
11,640.20
675.80

During the period reported above, three
desktop publishing systems were purchased,
transported to Romania and installed. Funds
were also used to purchase replacement
parts. The principle use of this equipment
is for the translation and printing of Br.
Russell's writings in the Romanian language. Several thousand dollars of the
above total was in the form of currency
transported to Romania to defray the cost of
commercial printing of Truth literature.
Other monies were provided for humanitarian aid.
If funds permit, another trip is being
planned in May to install a computer system
in Moldova (their first) to begin the Russian
translation of the Volumes and other of Br.
Russell's writings.
The fund is administered by Miami Valley Bible Students, P.O. Box 33, Centerville,
OH 45459-0033
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A Polish Pilgrim Dies in Death Camp
Br. Stahn Martyred 1945
The following was drawn from excerpts of
Br. Henryk Purwyn's discourse sent to the
Newsletter. Ed.

At the International Convention in Poitiers,
1994, Br. Henryk Purwyn of Poland
acquainted the brethren with this
courageous brother who died a martyr's
death in March 1945 in the death camp of
Nordhausen.
Br. Augustine Joseph Stahn came to
America in 1911 from his native Bialystok
at the age of 23. He began to learn the Truth
in 1918 in Syracuse, NY where he later
became an elder. He returned to Poland as
a pilgrim about 1928 where his ministry
greatly blessed the brethren and increased
their numbers for about eleven years until
World War II and the occupation of Poland
ended his privileges in the Lord's service.
The 2nd World War found Br. Stahn
among the brethren at Lodz, where, September 2, he held his last discourse, extracted from Habakkuk 3:17-19. After this
he returned to his native Ecclesia, Bialystok,
where on September 6 he used the same
subject.
During the occupation, since it was
known that he was German, he obtained
work in an army hotel. The German authorities began to follow him closely both
because of the contacts he had with the
Poles and because he never used the inevitable salute, "Heil Hitler." When he had to
renew his Identity Card he asked that under
"Religion" would be written "Christian,"
which, obviously, the officials did not want
to do. This was the cause of his arrest by the
Gestapo.
From prison, in March, 1943, he sent to
the brethren the following letter:
Dearly beloved Br. Bialkowski,
I greet you in the name and through
the peace of our beloved Redeemer,
Jesus Christ.
I feel very obliged to you and I thank
you, dear brother, for the letter which
you've sent me, and I must bear witness
that, though my liberty has been taken
from me and I am locked up between
these walls, I thank the Creator that
neither my faith nor my hope has been
shaken, and your letter, dear brother, has
consoled me, has sustained my morale,
and has filled me with joy in such measure that my eyes filled with tears, preventing me from reading further.
You ask me, dear brother, to write
you a few words, which I do with much
pleasure, in spite of the very difficult
conditions in which I find myself.

We are more than 70 people in a
single cell. You can well imagine what
this means; though even here I recognize
the divine overruling because I can still
maintain contact with you.
I would wish to inform you, dear
brethren and sisters, that I have been
brought many times before the authorities to answer if I would be willing to go
against the enemies with a weapon in my
hand.
I have answered, no, I would not be
able to, because it is forbidden through
the teachings of our Redeemer, Jesus
Christ. As a result of these declarations
I was photographed, from the front and
in profile, my hands were tied, and I was
lead to the prison in which I found myself for one week.
A week passed, but as I have said
already, this did not weaken me, but on
the contrary, it drew me closer to God
and our Lord and I rejoice in the privilege of suffering for the eternal Truth
and divine principles, knowing that if we
suffer with Him we will also live with
Him.
Also, dear brethren and sisters, if a
similar thing would ever happen to you,
I urge you to persevere, in the precious
name of our Redeemer, to show your
strength in suffering, even if these sufferings would necessarily cost you your
present life, that you could obtain eternal
life which will never fade or be violated.
I'd wish to write you a few more
words, dear brother, because if my life
must end at this altar, my desire is that
you would send this letter to Br. Szatynski
or Br. Parfienowicz, so that they could
make a few copies and send them to my
dear Brs. Grudzien, Wojtkowski and
Pencherk.
And if, through the Will of God, I will
obtain my liberty, this thing would no
longer be necessary. We will gather

again with more zeal to praise and glorify our Creator and our Lord Je sus Christ.
I end these few words wishing you,
dear brethren and sisters, the richest
blessings, that you may obtain, together
with all saints, the supreme recompense
of the first resurrection, that we can be
gathered together before the glory of
God. I wish this to all.
Your coparticipant in sufferings of
Christ, who loves you very much.
(Signed) Augustine Stahn, Bialystok,
March 20, 1943.
From this moment began the close for
Br. Stahn of the road of suffering through
the concentration camps of Auschwitz,
Szangerhausen, Buchenwald, until he came
to Nordhausen where his life ended.
Dear brethren, speaking often about the
misery which so to speak, surrounds us, let
us remember what a day would be like in a
concentration camp.
The wake up bell aroused the prisoners
at four every morning, five during the winter. Since they lacked water they often
washed in a puddle. They did this in great
haste, amidst yelling and blows.
Food: Breakfast —half a litre of black
coffee.
Lunch— three quarters of a litre of soup.
Supper— 300 grams of bread with 15
grams of margarine.
According to the witnesses who were
prisoners with Br. Stahn in the camp at
Nordhausen, his decease took place in the
last days of March, 1945. He died as a result
of blows with a stick to his head, administered by a soldier. His body was burned in
the oven of the crematorium.
The mention of Br. Stahn's pilgrim service in Poland was gleaned from the Memorial Tribute to the Polish leader, Br. R. H.
Olyesczynski (who died in April 1930 ) published in the report that year of the Second
Reunion Convention at Pittsburgh, PA. Ed.

Pyramid at Yeovil, England
Correction: This story in the 1994 Fall issue (p. 13) of the Newsletter

mentioned a book Br. Albert Hudson is purported to be writing. He writes us
that it was never his intention to write a book of the early days of the Church
at Yeovil, but said: "I did think I might write a memorial pamphlet which
would be a witness to the early faith of the brethren...aside from myself there
are no brethren left in the country who go back so far..."
We regret any misstatement in this story that may cost Br. Hudson time or
inconvenience. We ask our readers to note that no book on the subject is
available from Br. Hudson. Ed.
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6, 1914 and Feb. 12, 1915. These two issues were special editions
for the defense of Pastor Russell against the critics - ministers of the
various churches. To read what they said about Br. Russell is just
unbelievable. But to catch the defense that the brethren made on
his behalf is far more beautiful than can be comprehended. I hope
in a couple of months to have this ready for publication for the
friends on a request basis. It has really been a blessing from the
Lord to be able to handle some of these materials that were set forth
for the defense of the Truth and have Br. Russell's sermons in them.
The friends have most of these items that deal with Br. Russell in
his sermons in the Harvest Gleanings books. I was a very grateful
recipient of many of the original materials that the brethren used for
those books. So I have the other articles that were not used,
including lectures by some of the Pilgrim brothers from Br.
Russell's day. I wish we had the resources and the ability to input
all that information in front of the brethren because there are so
many rich gems of Truth that are available in those old newspapers.
The Lord knows our abilities. If there is anyone out there who
wants to assist in these endeavors we will be glad to pass the
materials around to the friends and share the blessings. Perhaps
there is someone who is willing to put them to press..."
Deceased Mother an Inspiration
Br. Tom Canell, North Seattle Bible Students
want to testify to the Lord's goodness on my behalf and also on
my father's and I will give you a little of what went on before our
trip. I was able to get the time off from work, we had an
appointment with the doctor to get permission for the trip. He
[father] was my navigator. Just being able to come over here for
the first time in my consecrated walk has been a real privilege. I
thank the Lord for his overruling providences. Quite a few of you
knew Sr. Jane, my mother. She was very inspiring and made me
appreciate more the needs and the cares of the brethren throughout
the land. One of the things that inspired me, we were able to have
a meeting a couple days before she passed away. The other thing,
I was listening when a Hospice nurse came to give her a bath, and
all her questions, like, Could you please read the Manna for me,
could you please read the Songs in the Night, I have this article I
would like you to read,' this happened all through the night. I
couldn't sleep, I had to listen to all of it. It was such a wonderful
experience and what a privilege it was to be there. One of the last
things that she said, before she died, was that she loved us. Janet
and I were there, and she said, 'I am just going to go to sleep now.'
and that was it. I am glad to share that with you now, with the Lord's
help. I couldn't have done it earlier. I appreciate all of you and your
example here. I ask an interest in your prayers that I may keep on
keeping on and I...pray for all of you dear brethren"
Assistant Pastor Hears Truth
Sr. Sally Heidelbach, Berean Bible Students, Michigan
"We had a wonderful experience last night that we shared with
some but I would like to share it with the whole congregation - one
of those experiences that sends chills up and down your spine and
you know that it was overruled by the Lord. After the meeting we
went out for coffee...to the ice cream parlor right next door. Sitting
at a table for a while, we had our Bibles open and were discussing
Scripture. It was getting busier and fmally the assistant manager
walked over - we thought he was going to tell us to leave - instead
he said, May I join you?' He said, 'It is sure nice to see somebody
reading their Bible.' He asked a lot of questions - there is no doubt
that he was sent to us. We started by explaining the promises. This
man was very knowledgeable, he knew about the promises to
Israel, the Covenants, he talked about the Messianic Age. We were
surprised because he was using Bible Student lingo to quite a

degree. Some things in our conversation just clicked. He said,
'Now I see, now I understand,' he was getting very excited. At the
end of the conversation we invited him to the convention today, he
said, Well I'll have to be with my own church tomorrow. I am an
assistant pastor at a non-denominational church.' He still was very
interested. He said of all the messages he has heard this was the
most reasonable. He asked us to drop off some literature, which we
will do on our way out. He is well provided for if he wants to get
in touch with the brethren. It was such a wonderful opportunity,
definitely overruled by the Lord."
Testimonies at Fort Worth, Texas October 1:

Brethren Have Secret Code
Sr. Mollie Heidelbach, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
"...This is an anniversary for us too, Br. Ed said, 'It was 35 years
ago that we started coming to Fort Worth Conventions either once
or twice a year.' We have very blessed happy memories of our Fort
Worth brethren. They are very precious to us and we are very
thankful for them and for the message which goes out through
them. We have an elder in our class who before he came into the
Truth, had read the Bible several times and finally in disgust threw
the Bible down; Then he heard the message from Fort Worth and
it changed his life. Last Sunday we had a Testimony meeting and
he said he appreciated 'that faithful and wise servant,' Brother
Russell, - he did so much for me. He always said it was a secret
code that he received' ..."
Holy Spirit Makes Us Giants
Sr. Erna Elias, Jackson, MI
"This is my first time in Texas and I am thankful that you had a
convention this year and that I was privileged to come. It is wonderful
looking back over the 120 years since our Lord became present, I
really appreciate the theme of the convention, that we know where we
received the Truth, through our dear Br. Russell, and appreciated all
the things that were brought out. With the Lord's holy Spirit we can
be giants - we are not in ourselves. We can see that here we are a small
group that has done much in telling forth the glad tidings and binding
up the brokenhearted. It is a joy to see Br. Jim symbolize his
consecration and I know that the Lord will be with him and provide
what he has need of. It energizes my heart and gives me the desire to
go back and do more, to cooperate and work together. I thank you
all that knew of the experience our son went through. He is doing fine
now due to your prayers on his behalf. He is seeing the Lord's leading
in his life. 'It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed
because his compassion fail not, they are new every morning, great
is thy faithfulness.' Lam. 3:21-23."
It is "A Day of Small Things"
Br. David Niemyski, Northwest Indiana Class
"I bring the love of our class and also the extension class in South
Bend. They continue to appreciate the lessons in the First Volume
very much. We have a new man that started coming to the class
and it was a real joy to answer all his questions. He had many to
ask.
"I'd like to relate an incident. Sometimes we try to witness and
it just doesn't seem to go over well. Since our big witness when we
started that class, there were 600 that came out, but nobody came
out to our meetings. Since that time there must have been six or
seven persons through personal witness that have come out. Some
stayed longer than others. This man has been coming for two
months. We see how the Lord works, it's not through big efforts
only but small efforts too. As for ourselves we are thankful for the
privilege of coming to this convention once again. We have
always received a blessing here." ❑
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Conventions
"These are feasts of the Lord, holy convocations which ye shall proclaim in their season."

April 1,2, Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students PreMemorial, Greenwood Lake Conference Center (614) 369-4821.
340 Lake Street (RT 42), Delaware, OH. Information, directions
from Secretary: Mrs Lauren Stewart, 46 1Vfillfield Avenue,
Westerville, OH 43081. Phone (614) 890-1814.
April 8,9, Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake City
Ecclesia's Pre-Memorial. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. T.
Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave, New Castle, DE 19720. Phone
(302) 328-7673.
April 15,16, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. Contact Secretary
for programs and information: Greg Carpentar, 130 Helmsdale
Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R2K OV7. Phone (204)
669-6704.
May 6,7, Detroit, Michigan. Spring Annual Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit, Garden City High School, 6500 Middlebelt,
Garden City, MI. Secretary: Mrs. Henry Kwolek, 38231 Richland,
Livonia, MI 48150-2443. Phone: (313) 464-2122.
Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel.
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the

Lev. 23:24

May 21, Vancouver, British Columbia. Vancouver Ecclesia.
Information and programs from Secretary: Mrs. Louis Bratus, 6842
Nanaimo Street, Vancouver, BC V5P AL6.
May 27,28, St. Louis, Missouri. Bible Students Ecclesia of St.
Louis. Contact Secretary for programs and information. Perry
Robinson, 6860 Bear Creek Drive, St. Louis, MO 63129. Phone
(314) 846-6861, or fax (314) 846-6888.
June 23-25, Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students, Scottish Rite
Temple, 4090 Commercial St. SE. Reservations: Mrs. Leonard
Moore, 1488 Barnes Avenue SE, Salem, OR 97306. Phone: (503)
362-5940.
July 1-3, New Brunswick, New Jersey. Fourth of July Annual,
Fairleigh Dickinson University, Madison, NJ Campus. Secretary:
Mrs. 0. B. Elbert, 113 Kamm. South River, NJ 08882. Phone:
(908) 390-1292. Note: the Fourth of July is not a scheduled
convention day.

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant to he established with natural
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of
the Truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in
1874 (Acts 3:19-21).

More on the Clarification of the Statement of Purpose
Many ecclesias wrote regarding the
Newsletter's Clarified Statement of
Purpose published in the Spring 1994 issue,
declaring agreement with its seven
doctrinal points (page 15), and convention
listing policy. The sponsors appreciate this
support. At the same time, they
acknowledge the sincerity of others (one
ecclesia and some individuals) who
reported their objections to the policy.
It is good to have evidence of the spirit of
liberty among us. A basic tenet of the
Christian faith is liberty in Christ - the right
to free expression - to agree or dissent on
both precept and practice. Nevertheless,
certain limits of expression must be recognized and accepted if the association of the
Lord's people is to be blessed.
The seven points of Present Truth under
discussion have been and continue to be
controversial in this Harvest and closing
period of the development of the Lord's
true Church. Most of these points were
closely related to the controversy of thirty
years ago out of which the Newsletter was
born. It was the expressed will of the elders
assembled at the Ft. Collins (CO) Convention in 1970 that a newsletter be instituted
by a duly appointed committee, to keep the
brethren informed of their newly-organized

activities and other spiritual interests. The
wishes of the brethren were determined by
a survey conducted by the committee. The
first issue was published in 1972.
In the interest of clarity, however, two
items in the revised Statement of Purpose
may need further comment.
First, the mention of 65 Elders' "helpful
input led to the resolution of the problem"
may have implied a consensus among them
which did not exist. The seven points of
Present Truth were solely the choice of the
Newsletter's Editorial Committee, unanimously approved by its Ecclesia;
Second, the Committee's request that
ecclesias presenting convention listings be
in harmony with the seven points had no
intent to dictate class policy or establish a
percentage rule or to imply a test of fellowship. Rather, the Miami Valley Bible Students, as sponsors of the Newsletter, accepted the responsibility to continue serving its original purpose and founding principles, the published limits for convention
listings being in harmony with these.
Perhaps, the Committee's intent can be
best described in the Statement of Purpose
carried in every issue of the Newsletter
since its inception: "...published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe

in the doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our Returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the
late Pastor Charles Taze Russell and promulgated through the Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the
Pastor's writings." The Committee's request specified seven points which are inherent in the policy in place these 22 years.
There would be no benefit in undertaking in these columns a debate of issues
which have been long debated. Their Scriptural validity has been proved to the sponsors' satisfaction.
The sponsors appreciate the loving atmosphere in which they have operated these
many years, and the measure of support
received from all brethren, despite differences that continue to exist among us.
In view of the Newsletter's past record
and continuing purpose of service to the
brethren, the Editorial Committee will continue to conscientiously apply what it perceives, by conviction, to be the Lord's will,
for to him its account must be rendered.
Editorial Committee
Br. Richard Peddemors
Br. Allen Springer
Br. James Watkins

MIAMI VALLEY BIBLE STUDENTS
P. 0. BOX 33 / CENTERVILLE, OHIO 45459-0033

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Statement of Purpose
is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures,
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee.
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention li stings
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
.. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Neb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

