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Blessings in India Recounted 
Br. Ric Cunnimgham spent a month 
(February 3 - March 3, 1994) and Br. Dan 
Monette two weeks in the same period, 
visiting ecclesias and individual brethren 
in India. We give you Br. Monette's 
account prepared for us of his impressions 
and the sharp contrasts he saw between life 
in India and the U.S. 

He also noted the loving, zealous spirit 
shown by the Indian brethren for the Truth 
and its service despite many hardships 
willingly endured. Ed. 

Traveling to India and meeting our breth-
ren there was a great privilege of the Lord. 
Though we journeyed halfway around the 
world, we felt quite at home with the breth-
ren. Their love and hospitality was warm, 
genuine and quite overwhelming. Our time 
in India was a flurry of spiritual activities. 
The time and events moved past so rapidly, 
that it was not possible to appreciate fully 
the privileges and the lessons provided. It 
is our prayer that further reflections will 
bring forth deeper impressions and a stron-
ger resolve to serve our Lord, the Truth, and 
the brethren. 

The days spent in India were full ones. 
Time was spent at meetings in homes and 
study halls, at convention in Mysore with 
over 300 brethren, fellowshipping, break-
ing bread together, traveling from place to 
place upon the hectic streets of India and 
gathering a list of the brethren's literature 
needs. 

Br. Maridoss' 

One of the highlights of our trip was the 
baptism which took place at the conclusion 
of the Mysore Convention. Seven were 
immersed at the Kaveri River. See New 
Brethren. 

By the Lord's grace we were able to visit 
11 ecclesias, 33 homes, and attend one 
convention. The brethren were hungry to 
hear the Truth. The topics presented ranged 
from the basic foundation doctrines to the 
more complex prophetic messages. For 

example, the 
Jubilee, Gen- 
tile Times, fu- 
ture events as 
depicted in the 
book of Rev- 
elation, 
parables, cov- 
enants, the 
deeper spiri- 
tual signifi- 
cance of the 
miraculous 
feedings of the 
multitudes, 
current events 
and their rela- 
tion to God's 
plan, the Ran- 

home, Mysore 

som, etc. We also had an opportunity to 
have a couple of question meetings, which 
were lively and quite profitable. 

Wherever we traveled in India we were 
impressed by the consecrated environment 
of the brethren. Each small home contained 
Truth literature and pictures upon the walls 
and scriptures profitable for the New Crea-
ture. See India page 14 

Greetings in the Lord 
In this space we have greeted you, our 
brethren, for the past 21 years. At first the 
news had a national focus, but now, for 
some time, a more international one. 

As we hear from isolated brethren around 
the world, our hearts are humbled by the 
Lord's use of the Newsletter in this way. 

Br. Eddie McKeown's letter (p. 15) is a 
case in point. Though isolated in Ireland, 
the Lord has kept his faith in Present Truth 
intact. His joy in news of his brethren and 
expressed desire to communicate with them 
rejoices our hearts also. 

May we 411 continue to wave our offer-
ings of prayer before the Lord until he says, 
It is enough!" 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"In my distress I called upon the Lord...and he did hear my voice...my cry did enter into his ears." II Samuel 22:7 

■ Sr. Vickie Kostiw. Many brethren are acquainted with Sr. 
Vickie and would like to know the background of her illness; 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, otherwise known as ALS or "Lou 
Gehrig' s disease." In June of 1979, while on her usual morning 
walk in Tucson, Arizona, she became aware of going erratically 
from one side to the other. After many doctors, the diagnosis 
finally was that there was something wrong with the spine which 
eventually forced her to walk with a cane, until September of 1980 
when she had to resort to a walker. She then moved back to 
Michigan to live in a trailer on her sister Anne Kutscher' s property 
for about two years before entering the Westland Convalescent 
Center on January 10, 1983. 

Her condition kept worsening, not only with her lower spine and 
hips but in June of 1983 she lost the use of her voice. Since then, 
her writing has been deteriorating, limiting her communications. 
Now confined to a wheel chair, her mind is still as bright and clear 
as ever and her love and understanding of the Truth continues to be, 
as ever a blessing for those who visit her. She usually reads Reprint 
articles and other writings of Br. Russell as well as current events 
that are pertinent to the Truth. Her sweet Christian spirit is a 
wonderful example to those around her. 

The cause of the disease is still a mystery and since its 
identification in 1869 by a French neurologist, Jean Marten Charcot, 
the cure and control have eluded scientists. An early symptom of 
ALS is muscle weakness or stiffness. Progressive paralysis of the 
muscles of the limbs and trunk as well as those that control speech, 
swallowing and breathing follow. Those with ALS are quadriple-
gic with intact sensory functions, meaning their bodies are para-
lyzed but their intellect remains strong. 

We thank Sr. Vickie for the medical background on her afflic-
tion. She has shown also by example how to "stay sweet" and 
rejoicing under severe physical trial. Ed. 

■ Sr. Helen Barton, (4835 Pullman Avenue SE, Salem, OR 
97302) said in a telephone conversation, that the Lord has sustained 
her through the long months and years of her health problems. 
Bone cancer in addition to heart problems have taught her to rely 
moment by moment upon the grace of our loving Father. When 
things get the worst, someone will send her a card or a letter 
reminding her of their love. Then she knows that the dear Lord has 
overruled so she could have this help just when most needed. Her 
desire is to thank all of the dear friends who keep remembering to 
pray for her New Creature's faithfulness, and who send her 
greetings from time to time. 

■ Sr. Margie Hagensick, (2929 Hillside Lane, Darien, IL 60561) 
has had the close care of her beloved mother, Sr. Marjorie 
Parkinson in the past few years of her declining health, until her 
death on April 15. (See deaths.) 

She wishes to express heartfelt appreciation for all the faithful 
prayers and encouragement given the family along the way. She 
said "The Lord has answered all their prayers wonderfully." 

Sr. Margie' s tribute to her mother touches our hearts - "She was 
a lovely saint and a wonderful mother, she leaves beautiful 
memories behind like a sweet perfume." 

■ Sr. Mary Melville, (22109 Tredwell, Farmington, MI 48024) 
undoubtedly is finding comfort in the Resurrection hope for her 
father Robert Presnoll who died June 18 of an aneurysm. As 
reported in the Spring issue, he was the victim of a head-on auto 
collision on Jan. 8 and spent five painful months in a hospital 
struggling to regain the full use of his body. This valiant effort had 

restored him to near complete mobility when he returned home a 
few weeks ago. Robert was also the brother-in-law of Srs. Helen 
Johnson, Irma Gartley and Mildred Raffel. 

■ Br. Don Cane'', (719 13th Way SW, Edmonds, WA 98020) is 
bereaved by the death of his beloved wife Sr. Jane on April 9th. He 
wishes to express to his brethren the deep gratitude he feels toward 
all for their cards, letters, gifts and especially for their prayers 
during and since Sr. Jane's illness and death. He writes: "The 
expression and Hymn, 'Blest be the tie that binds' has taken on a 
new meaning to me and the family." 

■ Br. William and Sr. Aileen Roach, (RR8, Box 299A, Lenoir, 
NC 28645-9808). "She was just an extraordinary girl" Br. Roach 
said of his granddaughter Jennifer Gwen Stroud, 22 years, who was 
killed in an accident in March on her way to visit her grandparents. 
Entering an intersection, she was struck broadside by an ambulance 
traveling 65 m.p.h. on its way to an emergency. 

Jennifer had a knowledge and belief in God's Plan which 
heightened her sympathetic awareness, and she was sought out by 
her college classmates in need of comfort and understanding. 

The Roaches exclaimed, "We were overwhelmed by the many 
comforting thoughts in cards, letters, by phone, and the lovely 
floral tributes received, and very grateful for prayers of brethren for 
comfort" which they have received from the Lord. "While Jennifer 
is terribly missed," they said, "our blessed hope is comforting to our 
hearts beyond measure." 

■ Br. Charles Jayappa, (Bangalore, India) is bereaved by the 
death of his beloved wife, following a long illness. Mrs. Jayappa 
was a school teacher who kept the family and home in order for over 
forty years. She did this so Br. Jayappa could travel extensively as 
a pilgrim and preacher full time in India. 

■ Sr. Mary Sue Guzick, (737 Main Street, Apt. 307, Bethlehem, 
PA 18018) suffered a heart attack in March which resulted in 
double by-pass surgery. Until June 15 she had been in Intensive 
Care but was then moved to the Intermediate section. Her recovery 
has been slowed by other complications, and though her conditon 
is serious she is reported to be improving and appears to be out of 
danger. 

Visitors had been restricted, so Sr. Mary Sue was pleased to see 
the brethren, including Br. Carl Hagensick, who stopped by on June 
13 from the Allentown Convention. 

■ Br. Edward Borowiec, ( 2217 Juliet CT. S., Salem, Or 97302) 
"We wish to thank each and everyone for your loving thoughts, 
cards, prayers, telephone calls and flowers sent to us, after our triple 
by-pass operation in March of this year. We were able to send some 
thank-you notes, but were overwhelmed with the amount of cards 
received. So, please accept our heart-felt thanks for your prayers 
and scriptures. By the Lord's grace we are getting stronger and will 
attend St.. Louis Convention on May 30th. May the heavenly 
Father bless you all for opening your alabaster boxes of love 
towards us." 

■ Sr. Rose Owen, (513 Victoria Avenue EX, Chatham N7L3B7 
Canada, Ontario) writes; "I would like to thank the brethren that 
have written over the past months. Their words of encouragement 
and their prayers have been a comfort to me. But I have not been 
able to write. My eyesight is very bad, also a few other problems. 

See Afflicted page 15 
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Entered Into Rest 
"They that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars forever and ever." Daniel 12:3 

■ Sr. Marjorie Parkinson of the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
lived for the past six and one-half years with her daughter Sr. 
Margie and her son-in-law Br. Carl Hagensick. Her death on April 
15 came just two days before her 89th birthday. She had suffered 
a series of strokes over a period of about two years until finally her 
heart gave out. 

Sr. Marjorie was con-
secrated and immersed 
at age 17, but felt the 
power of the holy Spirit 
especially in 1931. Her 
daughter Margie said, 
"She tried to be fully 
faithful to the Lord and 
submissive to His will; 
also to her earthly hus-
band Russell" who died 
in March 1968. The fam-
ily praised her beautiful 
self-sacrificing example 
in her daily life, always 
wanting to help others. 

Besides Sr. Margie, 
she is survived by a son 
Br. Jim Parkinson, of 
California; two conse-
crated granddaughters, 
Sr. Cher-El Hagensick 
and Sr. Joanna Knox -
members of the family 

Sr. Marjorie Parkinson with whom she lived -
and five other grandchildren; three great-grandchildren, and one 
great-great-grandchild. 

The first of two funeral services was held in Chicago on April 
16, attended by 150 persons (mostly brethren), and addressed by 
Br. Tom Ruggirello. The funeral director- a Catholic - said, "It was 
one of the best I have heard, better than most conducted by a priest." 
The second, at Jackson, Michigan on April 18 was conducted by Br. 
Edgar Buckley in which all Jackson elders had a part. At both 
services, the funeral directors commented that the love and close-
ness in the group was something neither had witnessed before. Sr. 
Marjorie' s lawyer attended with his wife and expressed enthusias-
tic appreciation of the service. 

In her latter years, Sr. Marjorie traveled extensively with the 
Hagensicks. On her 80th birthday she was in Argentina; and at 85 
visited brethren in Romania - the first group of Bible Students to 
visit after the borders were opened to the West. 

Sr. Parkinson had a tie to the first generation of Bible Students 
in her mother, as did her brother, the late Br. Arthur Newell. 

■ Sr. Lois Latina of East Hartford, Connecticut fmished her 
course on March 6 at the age of 72. She had attended the Hartford 
Ecclesia for the 50 years of her consecrated walk. Her late husband 
Br. Tony, introduced her to the Truth, and together they had served 
the Lord, the Truth, and the brethren in the East. 

In recent years Sr. Lois was confined close to home due to her 
failing health and the care of her ailing daughter, Sr. Bobbie Yost. 
In the Lord's providence, Sr. Bobbie had just been placed in a 
nursing home before Sr. Latina's death. 

Sr. Lois is survived by two daughters, Sr. Bobbie Yost and 
Martha Lancaster, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchil- 

dren. Her funeral witness was given by Br. John Coccia and Br. 
Dan Slivinsky. A large number of family, friends and brethren 
attended and were appreciative of the Truth message presented. 

■ Sr. Jane Canell of the North Seattle Bible Students fmished her 
consecrated walk of 44 years on April 9, at the age of 62, of cancer. 
Sr. Jane was the daughter of 
consecrated parents: Br. Hugh 
(died in 1960) and Sr. Lydia 
Hanham. She grew up in 
Duncan, B.C., Canada, where 
her parents nurtured her in the 
Truth. At the age of 18, Sr. Jane 
and her twin sister, Sr. Jean 
Kirkham, were immersed at 
Seattle, Washington. 

Sr. Jane's faith and courage 
were manifested to all those who 
came in contact with her: her 
brethren, neighbors, friends and 
relatives in the world. To the 
very end of her walk, she was 
zealous in telling others about 
God's great plan of salvation. 

Br. Albert Sheppelbaum of Walnut, California officiated at her 
memorial service attended by about 200 brethren, friends and 
family. 

Sr. Jane is survived by her husband, Br. Don Canell (719 13th 
Way S.W., Edmonds, WA 98020), two daughters, Pamela Chaus 
and Christine Menosky; a consecrated son and daughter, Br. 
Thomas Canell and Sr. Janet Jenssen; a brother Robert Hanham, 
her sister, Sr. Jean Kirkham, her mother Sr. Lydia Hanham (504 N. 
47th St., Seattle, WA 98103) and five grandchildren. 

■ Br. David Gilmour (correction.) Sr. Lillian Foster, of Ta Ta 
Creek, BC, wishes to express her apologies for the wrong photo 
used in her brother David Gilmour's obituary. She does not know 
the identity of the brother that was shown. 

Sr. Lillian Foster and the late Br. David Gilmour 

To this the Newsletter adds sincere regrets for any lack of 
astuteness on our part. We had a choice of two photos, and 
unfortunately, we chose the wrong one. Our sincere apologies are 
extended to the brother pictured as having finished his course. Ed. 

See Deaths page 12 
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A Mission of Comfort to Both Israels in Romania 
From May 16 to 28 Brs. Kenneth Rawson 
and Allen Springer were in Romania. It was 
Br. Kenneth's first visit, and his vivid 
impressions related here, we believe, will 
be refreshing to our readers. Ed. 

Holocaust Memorial at Synagogue in 

Comfort to Natural Israel 

When Sr. Elisabeta Precup visited the U.S., 
the first thing she said when we met was 
"Br. Rawson we must give a message of 
comfort to the Jewish people in Romania." 
The same request was conveyed on the 
phone several times since. Last January, in 
letters to Br. Allen Springer and myself, Sr. 
Elisabeta described an exciting meeting she 
had with the president of the Jewish 
community in her area. He recommended 
that she meet Rabbi Rosen, the Chief Rabbi 
of Romania. I had already had favorable 
telephone conversations with him. 

While in Dayton Ohio this past Febru-
ary, for two synagogue showings of Israel: 
Appointment with Destiny, Br. Allen in-
formed me that he was going to Romania in 
May. He suggested that we join our efforts 
on behalf of natural and spiritual Israel. 
This seemed providental - so we agreed to 
go. Suddenly, Chief Rabbi Rosen had a 
stroke and death seemed likely. Was this 
Divine providence closing the door? I had a 
flash-back to the Israel Mission trip. The 
Lord had then completely unraveled our 
plans and put the trip together the way he 
wanted it. 

I put in a call to the Chief Rabbi's office 
and a Mr. Alexander Sivan was put on the 
line. He was Rabbi Rosen' s administrative 
assistant and the General Director of The 
Federation of Jewish Communities in Ro-
mania. As a result of our conversation, a 
video was airmailed to him as well as a  

request fora meeting on May 17. He seemed 
a little uneasy about the date, but agreed to 
meet with us. Rabbi Rosen died shortly 
before our trip began. 

At the appointed time, we were standing 
outside a tall fence - necessary due to strong 

antiSemitic senti-
ments in Romania. It 
surrounds the main 
synagogue and office 
building that is the 
headquarters of all 
Jewish activities in 
Romania. A cluster of 
trees hid the syna-
gogue and headquar-
ters building from 
public view. A 
plainclothes security 
guard at the gate was 
expecting us. We 
were directed to the 
lobby of the office 
building where 
Alexander Sivan, 
coming out of the 

Bucharest synagogue, warmly 
greeted us. We soon realized why he seemed 
uneasy on the telephone about this date. It 
was a high holy day commemorating the 
giving of the Torah at Mt. Sinai. However, 
he was so excited after seeing our video that 
he was willing to miss the remainder of the 
prayer service in order to meet with us. 

During the Communist regime, Rabbi 
Rosen startled the world by arranging for 
400,000 Romanian Jews to emigrate to 
Israel. This was unheard of in a Communist 
country. Alexander Sivan, then age 15, 
made aliya. He is probably in his forties 
now. Last year he was sent back to Romania 
to assist Rabbi Rosen in his work, and what 
a work it is! Under Rabbi Rosen, Romania 
became the only country in Eastern Europe 
where Jews could have kosher food pro-
cessing plants. The Jewish communities in 
Romania are organized into basic units of 
ten persons for daily prayers and the distri-
bution of kosher food. Those that cannot 
afford clothing receive a new wardrobe 
each year 

Many Jews hid their identity under the 
cloak of Gentile names to escape both Nazi 
and Communist persecution. Now they are 
coming out (2,000 last year) and identifying 
with the Jewish communities. 

Alexander was eager to cooperate with 
us in any way possible. When we produce 
the Romanian language video of Israel: 
Appointment with Destiny, they will show it 
to their various communities and distribute 
videos to those few who have VCRs. (which 
are just beginning to come into Romania, so  

the numbers will increase.) Also, we are 
printing a Romanian version of the booklet 
The Time to Favor Zion is Come and Mr. 
Sivan will distribute as many as we provide 
to the Romanian Jews. 

We were thankful for the Lord' s 
providental overrulings on our trip. We 
probably accomplished more with 
Alexander Sivan than we would have with 
Rabbi Rosen. 

Comfort to Spiritual Israel 

We arrived in Bucharest on Monday, 
May 16th. The Lord answered our mutual 
prayers by providing quick clearance 
through Customs. In the past, officials have 
taken as long as five hours to check 
brethren's luggage. 

In addition to our personal luggage, Br. 
Allen had three large boxes of computer 
equipment and supplies. One of Br. Allen's 
services in Romania has been to set up 
computers for translating and desktop pub-
lishing of the Volumes and other writings of 
Br. Russell. The only car available in the 
Bucharest Class was a small compact. A 
friend of one of the brethren owned a large 
Ford Taurus. He took our luggage and boxes 
at the airport and made himself available 
during our two-day stay in Bucharest. 

LAS■114.4.608■10481 

Br. Kenneth Rawson and Alexander Sivan 

We met with the Bucharest Class the 
evening of our arrival. They had many 
questions on Israel, the peace process, the 
land issue, etc. Questions also focused on 
what prophetic events had to take place 
before the completion of the Church. 

Some brethren are confronted with a 
problem in the public schools. Children are 
required to attend religious classes that 
reflect Eastern Orthodox teachings. At 
present, parents are able to sign a paper 
exempting their children. However, the 



Brethren leaving meeting hall, Iapa 

children are sometimes harassed by their 
fellow students. One teacher said the time is 
coming when all will be required to attend 
these religious classes. Certainly this pre-
sents us with a prayer concern. 

On the afternoon of May 17, after com-
ing perilously close to missing our train, we 
found ourselves sitting in a small compart-
ment. We were squeezed between our lug-
gage and boxes for a nine-hour train ride to 
Cluj and northern Romania where most of 
the classes are located. 

On the train, Sr. Elisabeta engaged two 
women in our compartment (mother and 
daughter) in an extensive discussion about 
the Truth. After an hour, she brought Br. 
Allen and me into the discussion, through 
translation. The women knew their Bibles 
well, had many questions and were very 
receptive. The witness continued for an-
other two hours. Of course, Sr. Elisabeta 
took their names and addresses. 

The Romanian Bible Students Associa-
tion is located in Cluj. It owns a large 
building in which the Class (approximately 
135 brethren) hold their services. The Asso-
ciation is mainly involved in overseeing the 
printing work - Volumes, tracts, etc. They 
have a small press on which they print tracts 
and brochures. Historically the city of Cluj 
is where Bible Students had done their 
printing. 

During the day-time hours of May 18-
20, Br. Allen repaired and upgraded three 
computers that were in brethren's homes. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students, Ohio, 
provide computers, from contributions na-
tionwide, for translating and desktop pub-
lishing of Br. Russell's writings. A major 
purpose of Br. Allen's trips (seven so far) is 
coordinating this work and keeping the 
computers in working order. The brethren 
in Romania are finding out that the old 
Romanian Volumes contain many flaws. 
The Sixth Volume is the worst, especially 
from page 300 onward. The last half of their 
Volume Six is a mixture of translation, 
paraphrasing of Br. Russell and some para-
graphs that were not Br. Russell's at all. 
Unfortunately, this old edition of Volume 
Six was reproduced as is. 

The picture is brighter for the other 
Volumes. Sr. Elisabeta and other brethren 
are using the computers to correct the flaws 
in the old Romanian Volumes One, Four 
and Five. Four and Five have been reprinted 
and One (a completely new translation from 
the English) should go to press in October. 
They hope to correct the remaining Vol-
umes soon. 

While the computer work was taking 
place on May 18-20, Sr. Elisabeta, a young 
brother named Cristian, and myself were 
looking for a video studio in Cluj that could 
produce our Romanian video. Remember,  

there are no Yellow Pages in Romania. 
When all looked hopeless, the Lord opened 
a door. An appointment was made with a 
likely prospect for Saturday, May 21. 

Our evenings while in the Cluj area were 
spent serving classes in Tirgu Mures, Cluj 
and Sim Petru. The Romanian brethren are 
gentle and warm people. When we gave 

greetings from the United States and said 
that the brethren loved them, tears would 
come to their eyes and roll down their 
cheeks. The brethren in Romania have grown 
to love Br. Allen very much. He arranged 
for his main talk to be written out in the 
Romanian language, which he read. The 
brethren were so overwhelmed by his desire 
to speak to them in their own language that 
tears came to their eyes. Some were still 
crying halfway through his talk. 

There was usually a question period 
after the talks. Some of the subjects covered 
in the talks were the Presence of Christ, 
Israel, and the Hour of Temptation. There 
were many questions on these and other 
subjects. And of course, there was always 
a dinner afterwards, no matter how late the 
hour. The brethren just wanted to pour out 
their love. 

Friday evening, May 20, proved most 
interesting. A carload of four and a vanload 
of eight brethren accompanied us to the 
village of Sim Petru. The van broke down 
on the way. (In Romania you don't buy new 
cars, you keep the old ones running.) A 
brother put on his shop coat and took out 
tools - we were on our way in 20 minutes. 
The meeting was scheduled for 6:30 p.m. In 
the villages there are no telephones in the 
homes. A message sent earlier to their local 
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post office was not relayed, so most of the 
brethren were unaware of the meeting. They 
were just coming in from the fields. Word 
was spread and by 9:00 p.m. over 60 were 
crammed into the meeting room. The breth-
ren in the villages look so old and beaten 
down by the sun from working long hours in 
the fields - farming only with hand tools. 

A Jewish family headed by Br. Jacob 
Friedman is in this class. His father was in 
the Truth during World War II, when Br. 
Jacob was young and not yet consecrated. 
His father refused to be hidden saying he 
would rather suffer with his people. He was 
murdered at Auschwitz. His final words to 
his son were based on Elijah's vision at Mt. 
Horeb of the three stages of the Time of 
Trouble. He told his son Jacob, to go to the 
Russian border and stay in Russia's sphere 
of influence. His father told him that he 
would live through Communism (the revo-
lution stage) which would be followed by 
the anarchy stage. Then he would see the 
Kingdom of God set up. With that Biblical 
direction he left his son to Divine keeping. 
Then he chose for himself a path that would 
lead to his own death, in the most diabolical 
of death camps, as he lovingly showed his 
willingness to share affliction with his natu-
ral brethren - fleshly Israel. 

From Saturday, May 21 to Thursday, 
May 26 we took a six day trip to visit classes 
in Satu Mare, Sighet, Iapa, Calinesti and 
Baia Mare. Sr. Elisabeta served as our trans-
lator. The brethren were especially happy 
to see Br. Allen again and, like the other 
places, were deeply moved when he gave 
his talk in the Romanian language. We 

See Romania page 12 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"Praise God in his sanctuary...Praise him for his mighty acts." Psa. 150:1,2 

Testimonies at Columbus, Ohio March 12: 

Encloses Tracts with Bills 
Isabelle Baker, Hope, Indiana. 
"Our Ecclesia printed the Golden Rule to send out with some of our 
correspondence. I left some in a grocery store. In two weeks' time 
it looked like none was taken. I have been sending out tracts on the 
Studies in the Scriptures and some of the Psalms with my bills each 
time. I feel that I can't send a bill without sending something in it, 
besides the check. A gentleman from Oklahoma responded and I 
sent two paperback First Volumes, one for himself and one for a 
friend who was in solitary confinement and had accepted Christ 
five years ago..." 

Indians Zealous Despite Hardships 
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County Ecclesia, Michigan. 
"We bring you greetings from your brethren in India. By the Lord's 
grace we spent some weeks there. They had a convention with 
about 300 brethren in a rented hall The food was catered, by 
Hindus who served without shirts or shoes. If you don't mind a 
banana leaf for a plate and you can eat with your hands, you can be 
right in the swing of things - that's India. They had the Divine Plan 
of the Ages chart up and wanted to hear the Truth as we might 
present it here...They are very zealous and we are encouraged to see 
that they are making great sacrifices of their own money in order 
to print and distribute tracts in their own dialects as well as some 
in English. You might also find it interesting that if you are going 
to witness in India, one of your first tracts would have to show why 
we believe that there is only one God, instead of millions, like the 
Hindus. Then you would have to explain who Jesus Christ is and 
what the holy Spirit is. It would probably be the first time many of 
them have heard that there is a holy Spirit. When you start from 
scratch, there is one advantage, if they can accept there is one true 
God, then to accept Jesus as his son, is a lot easier. 

"They are thrilled with the earthly Kingdom and the heavenly 
hope and they understand the Great Company is a spiritual, 
heavenly class, that Israel is God's chosen people in the flesh, and 
they are very interested in what is going on in Israel. One of the 
biggest blessings that we can be, is to give them news that their own 
press doesn't give, particuarly what the brethren outside of India 
are thinking on prophetic events. They want to know what we think 
about the Peace Accord, about Rabin, and how it fits in with the 
prophecies of Psalm 83, and Ezekiel 38. 

"Lastly I would like to say, I appreciate the brethren who 
participated in this effort, through your prayers. Quite a number of 
times it was 'touch and go' and only by the Lord's grace did it come 
off a success." 

Testimonies at Wilmington, Delaware March 19-20: 
A Harvest Testimony Meeting - 

Solution for a Spritual Need! 
Sr. Kathy Coffman, Allentown, Pa. 
"So thankful to my heavenly Father for carrying me and my family 
through this past year, the experiences that we have had through Br. 
Al's unemployment situation...I have always enjoyed studying, but 
I have allowed things to get in the way of it, both depression or 
discouragement as well as the busyness of the way - working full 
time and having a family. 

"I came up with the idea of using a daily calendar with a large 
space for each day of the week. I began to read Reprints and 
sections in the Volumes and to comment on what I'd gleaned from  

it on the calender. I found as the weeks went by, it became 
something I needed everyday, that I absolutely had to have. The 
Pastor comments on how we need bread each day for our spiritual 
life to take hold of our heart, not just our head. I needed that as much 
as I needed breakfast, lunch or dinner I found that the [note]book 
is not only encouraging me but it has helped our family as a study 
unit as well. I find it helpful in writing notes of encouragement to 
the brethren as a source for a scripture or Reprint comment. I am 
thankful to the Lord who has helped me to see the need for reading 
to feel close to him..." 

Introducing a New Brother 
Br. David Stein, Allentown, Pa. 
I had made Charles ICindt' s acquaintance about two years ago 

when the Dawn told us of a church in Easton that needed someone 
to serve them. This was a little independent Bible church that had 
been established about the turn of the century and had slowly gotten 
down to just a few members. Charles had some knowledge of the 
Truth and was sharing that with them. The Church did not survive, 
but his interest did, and over the past couple of years he has been 
reading the Volumes. 

"He was most recently associated with the Worldwide Church 
of God, but called and said he would like to study with us and have 
a little fellowship. Before he talks I want to show you what kind 
of enthusiasm he had. tie called two weeks ago and said, 'David, 
I have been reading that Second Volume and it has been clearing 
up a lot of things for me.' We have been pleased in having him 
share our studies and he has been sharing what he has learned with 
us. Here is Br. Charles." 

Many Years Spent Searching for Truth! 
Br. Charles Kindt, Allentown, Pa. 
"I have been searching for the last 25-30 years for the Truth and I 
think I have really ended my journey because I don't think I could 
find more Truth. 

"I was over at the little Chapel for 20 years, preaching to the best 
of my ability for adult Sunday School, and I was into the Scriptures. 
We confronted different Methodists, Baptists, Catholics and ev-
eryone under the sun almost. It challenged me to search to find the 
Truth. Different ones came to me, but I knew they didn't have the 
Truth - there was something lacking. First I joined the Lutheran 
Church, I was there for 28 years....I went about three months to the 
Seventh Day Adventists...For 25 years or more I have been reading 
the Plain Truth. I joined the Worldwide Church until...they drifted 
away from the Truth. Through David I have really reached the 
point where I don't need to search anymore because I think we have 
the Truth in hand." 

"Why do Experiences Happen?" 
Sr. Toni Cramer, Connellsville, Pa. 
"In reference to the third cable station that we thought would show 
For this Cause, I am trying to learn to ask the question, 'Why do 
experiences happen?' At this particular cable company, the door 
seemed to open up really wide and the individual was very 
receptive. We received a regular 1/2 inch VCR tape from Chicago, 
but I thought we would have to reduce it to under an hour. I called 
a person that I had worked with who had done video work, as a 
sideline. He said 'I don't do that kind of work. By the way, what 
is the tape about?' I explained it was about the life of Jesus, which 
started us talking about religion. 'Do you mind if I make a copy for 
myself?' I didn't have the tape to give at the time...The whole deal 

See Brethren page 8 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"...For the promise is unto you...even as many as the Lord thy God shall call." Acts 2:39 

Immersions 1994 

At Mysore, India Feb. 27: 
From Mysore: 
Br. Andrews; 
Br. D.K. Henry; 
Sr. Priya Gonsaleze; 
From Bangalore: 
Br. S. Antony Dass; 
Br. R. Parvathamama; 
Br. B. Ravihumar; 
From Mangalore: 
Sr. Lebo. 

At Columbus, IN, March 6: 
Sr. Judy Komlosi, Columbus, Indiana Ecclesia, first witness from 
Br. Larry McClellan. 

At Orlando, FL, March 6: 
Br. Jack Lamb, Arab, Alabama, and 
Sr. Nita Lamb, husband and wife, spent many years searching for 
Truth. First contact, Sr. Tamra Hack, Chicago Bible Students 
Ecclesia. See Testimonies, Spring 1994. 

At Wilmington, DE, March 19: 
From Jersey City, N.J. Ecclesia-
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, and 
Sr. Marilyn Rodriguez, husband and wife, are former Jehovah's 
Witnesses. 

At Trichy, India, March 27: 
Br. Kumar, a converted Hindu; 
Br. Selvam, an ex-Roman Catholic realized how wrong idol 
worship is from Psalm 40-43; 
Sr. Therese, wife of Br. Thomas; 
Sr. Marcy, a young widow, and daughter of Br. M Xavier. The 
sudden loss of her husband led to a deeper commitment to the Lord. 

At Portland, OR, June 25: 
Sr. Sarah Foucher, Victoria Bible Students, daughter of Br. 
Roger. 

* * * 

New Sister Found through Prayer 
Br. Larry McClellan, Columbus, Indiana. 
"...Some of you remember a testimony that we gave about a 
custodian in our school, Judy, who had been praying for a week 
before we met, that if there is Truth to be found in the community, 
she would find it and come to know the Lord. About that same time 
I had prayed likewise that if there was anyone in the community 
who wanted to hear the Truth, that they would be directed to us or 
someone else in the Ecclesia. The last day of school I went into the 
Teacher's lounge and collapsed after a long school year. In the 
lounge was Judy, sitting there reading her Bible. That was our 
opportunity. Pretty soon we were witnessing with her on a regular 
basis after school...This has been going on since last May. It was 
our privilege last Sunday, to immerse her. She had given her life 
to the Lord. She had read through all the Volumes and had started 
back through again. We are thrilled to see her determination to 
know the Lord." 

Finding the Truth - Difficult but Glorious! 
Br. Rolando and Sr. Marilyn Rodriguez, 
Jersey City Ecclesia. "My wife Marilyn and I are 
former Jehovah's Witnesses. She joined in 1975 
and I in 1982. While doing personal research on 
the Society in 1985 I came across Pastor 
Russell' s writings mentioned in the book 
Kingdom of the Cults. Endeavoring to prove the 
attacks on the Pastor's character wrong I did 
extensive research and stumbled upon The 
Divine Plan of the Ages. What I read made sense. 
I would spend hours at the public library reading 
Pastor Russell's writings. I was convinced 
Pastor Russell had the Truth, but, not realizing 
that the Bible Students Movement was still 

active, I felt that what I had was exclusive to me only, because I 
accepted the Society's claims that there were no longer any 'Bible 
Students' because they became 'Jehovah's Witnesses' in 1931. 

"In 19881 came across the book Jehovah of the Watchtower, that 
made mention of the Dawn Bible Students Association and the 
Laymen's Home Missionary Movement. Ordering their literature 
I enjoyed correspondence with both groups and individuals for 
some years. My association with various brethren enlightened me, 
and I came to have a fuller knowledge and appreciation for God's 
Plan of Salvation. After studying the Scripture Studies, Tabernacle 

L to R Br. Rolando, Sr. Marilyn Rodriguez, Br. Robert Gray 

Shadows and the Reprints, I realized that what I had was indeed the 
Truth. In May of 1990 I married Marilyn, she didn't share my 
interest in Pastor Russell or the Bible Students. She was content 
being a Jehovah's Witness. Later that same year I reevaluated my 
consecration to the Lord and gave myself fully to Him. 

"As a 'Servant' in the congregation I would often quote Pastor 
Russell in my discourses to the JW brethren. Sharing with the 
congregation The Divine Plan of the Ages and referencing the old 
Watch Towers. I even went door to door with the Witnesses 
placing the Volumes. This went on for some years. I guess I don't 
have to tell you the outcome. I was brought up on charges of 
'Apostasy.' But it was never proven, I eventually resigned my 
position. 

"In April of 1991 while at the Dawn headquarters I met some 
brethren from the Jersey City Ecclesia and shortly thereafter 
Marilyn and I started attending. 

See Immersed page 12 
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with the cable company eventually fell through, but now I have this 
person who wants the tape, so I am not sure if that was why I was 
to contact him in this way." 

The Brethren Mean a Lot! 
Br. Glenn Pryor, Lebanon, Connecticut. 
"This convention marks twenty years since I made my consecration 
and symbolized it in 1974 at this convention, on my birthday I 
believe. That is quite amazing that twenty years could have passed. 
I was just 19 years old. 

"Our lives are very different now. Over the years we have had 
quite a number of changes. We have moved many times and now 
have two children. Our lives have changed dramatically as a result 
of that. We are in a new stage of things, one in which it is easy to 
lose sight of some spiritual things because you are so involved in 
day to day living and care for two little children - especially when 
one is 16 months and getting into everything. When I think back 
over twenty years, seeing those slides last night at the vesper 
service, it brought back memories of different brethren who have 
been very important to me, and to Rochelle, over the years. I 
couldn't help but get choked up as I thought about it. The sacrifice 
of the brethren, I have seen, has gone on sometimes on my behalf, 
other times I've seen it on behalf of others. All of you brethren 
mean a lot to me. Much of the time I don't express it, but it is there, 
and very important." 

Gives Daily Witness on the Job 
Br. Jonathan Bensen, Groton/New London Ecclesia. 
"My experiences may not have been as dramatic as some already 
voiced but every day I try to give a little witness to people that I talk 
to in our company. I do a lot of interviewing and I always put the 
Lord in there somewhere, just to see if there is any response. 
Recently a man that had a lot of difficulties in his past, had been 
going to the Jehovah's Witnesses for six months. They gave him 
an ultimatum, 'Are you ready to join or not?' He could not give up 
smoking cigarettes so he said, 'No, I am not.' He did see some 
truths there, and I had the privilege of explaining our beliefs and 
how Jehovah's Witnesses came into existence from the Bible 
Students. He thought that was very interesting. After I got into the 
Divine Plan and the love of God for all humanity his response was 
reasonable, 'I would like to talk further'... He said he would love 
to get together some evening for dinner and talk more on the 
subjects...So that will be coming up next week. Please pray for me 
that I use the words the Lord intends be said, and hope I can be a 
good example. Many opportunities in this business. People talk 
about the Lord and I, sitting there, will add a little bit here and there. 
I found another man that had some slight interest. He comes once 
or twice a month. We are doing a study in Romans. It is a very light 
approach to the Divine Plan but it gets us together one-on-one to 
talk about the Lord..." 

Came Via the Pyramid 
Br. Robert Wiggins, Connellsville, Pa. 
"In relation to the Harvest work I wanted to share some of the 
experiences that our Class has had quite recently. In February the 
suggestion was made that we look into having For this Cause 
shown on television. We pursued that and we never dreamed that 
we would have a couple of opportunities open up to us so 
quickly...The bottom line is that we have a follow-up list of 327 
names right now, and two cable companies - one is paid at a very 
reasonable cost and the other one is no charge, public access. The 
follow-up list comes into play because we decided to send out 

invitations to watch the program, to those who live in the area 
covered by the cable systems. It turns out that we will be sending 
out to 89 of the 327. 

"One other note in respect to the Harvest work. Br. Duane 
Cramer was my high school Physics teacher and I had an interest 
in Science. He shared with me the Pyramid book by the Edgar 
Brothers. That sparked my interest and that is basically how I came 
into the Truth. I am very thankful to the Lord, that in the Fall of 
1992, Br. Duane and myself and many other brethren had the 
privilege to travel to Israel, and then spend a day in Egypt at the 
Great Pyramid. That was a real thrill. We never know how the Lord 
is going to work to spark the interest of someone and perhaps draw 
them into the Body of Christ. I appreciate all the privileges and 
want to give all the praise to the heavenly Father." 

Class Newsletters Used by Others 
Br. Robert Gray, New Brunswick, New Jersey. 
"New Brunswick Ecclesia sends nine newsletters a year. Each of 
the Elders has an opportunity to work on one, three times per year. 
It has been a real challenge. We make every effort to balance these: 
some on Prophecy, some on Character, on Doctrine, and Current 
Events. Brethren in a few ecclesias take advantage of our work and 
reproduce these in various ways..." 

Classes Share Talents 
Br. Chester Wasilewski, Jersey City Ecclesia, New Jersey. 
"Just wanted to mention that we are indebted to New Brunswick in 
using their newsletters for the past 2-3 years. We have 522 mailings 
from the 4-H Fair that we have been holding in the years past. Last 
year we had about eight that requested to come to a study... 

"There is another way of doing it. I got a lot of response by 
putting out the little tract, 'Have You Ever Heard?' When I pay my 
bills, I stick them in the envelope. I even put it in the IRS. I found 
that I got the most response from that little tract asking for the 
Divine Plan of the Ages" 

To Pray - Part of Harvest Labors 
Sr. Harriet Tsimonis, Waterbury, Connecticut Ecclesia. 
"Our Class also uses the New Brunswick newsletters. We usually 
have 10 per year, so we pick up another newsletter from somewhere 
else or a Reprint article. We have had very good response from a 
classified ad we put in Grit three times a year. Responses from that 
are added to our newsletter list. Most of these are from other areas 
of the country. 

"Also, the Clearwater Class put an ad in the Farmer's Almanac. 
They received names which they sent to Br. Wilmott who mailed 
the Divine Plan Journal. They got a letter from a man in 
Massachusetts who was very interested, had the First Volume and 
said he had been away from the Bible for 20 years and was back to 
studying it now and appreciated the First Volume so much. He 
asked if there was anyone in his area that he could meet with. They 
passed the name to the brethren in New Hampshire." 

"One of the things that is especially important in the Harvest is 
to encourage the brethren who have labored in the past in the 
Harvest work; by visiting them when they are ill or confined, and 
trying to encourage them to press on whatever their difficulties. 
Yesterday we had the privilege to visit the Geisingers. They 
wanted their love brought to the brethren. It was hard to see our Br. 
Bill's physical state, and Sr. Mary laboring to serve him. We can 
remember them in prayer. This is a part of our Harvest labors to 
pray, visit or write whenever we can. These are they who have 
labored through the years and have been an example to the 
brethren." 

See Brethren page 10 
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Harvest News 
"I will speak of thy testimonies also before kings." Psa. 119:46 

The UN is Wrong - Jerusalem is Not "Occupied Territory" 

An editorial ad published March 30, 1994 

in the Star Ledger by The Bible Students 
Congregation of New Brunswick, N.J. Ed. 

For the United Nations to say Jerusalem is 
"occupied territory" presupposes 
Jerusalem rightfully belongs to the 
Palestinian Arabs. This Bible Students 
Congregation takes notable exception to 
Security Council Resolution 280. 

Facts of History 

Archeological digs establish a 3000-year-
old history of Jewish Jerusalem. In C.E. 70, 
Jerusalem fell to Rome. Notwithstanding 
the determined effort thereafter by Gen-
tiles—especially Christians and Moslems—
to ban Jews from Jerusalem, the first re-
corded census of Jerusalem taken in 1844 
revealed the Jews as being the majority 
population, Jews have continued to be the 
majority. 

Jordan Made Jerusalem 
"Occupied Territory" 

When Israel became an independent State 
in 1948, armies from seven Arab nations 
invaded the new-born State. Outnumbered 
100 to one, Israel's rag-tag army pushed 
back the invaders. Divine Providence was 
telling the world something about whose 
Land it is. The only exception to Israel's 
rightful victory was East Jerusalem. The 
Arab State of Transjordan captured East 
Jerusalem, expelled all Jews and destroyed 
or desecrated all Jewish holy sites. That is 
when Jerusalem became "occupied terri-
tory." Also defying the UN mandate, 
Transjordan occupied the west bank of the 
river Jordan. No longer limited to being 
"Trans" (across) Jordan (the East Bank), 
Transjordan reduced its name to simply 
Jordan, now ruling over both the occupied 
West Bank and the original East Bank of 
Jordan. 

In the 1967 Six Day War, under the 
threat of being "pushed into the sea" by 
Egypt, Syria and Jordan, Israel actually 
liberated the "occupied territory" of Jerusa-
lem and granted free access to Jews, Chris-
tians and Moslems to worship at their holy 
sites. Israel also liberated the West Bank  

and Gaza. How easily recent history is 
forgotten and/or distorted. Read the history 
of how the Palestinians were treated by 
their Arab brothers—the Jordanians and the 
Egyptians. Under the Israeli government 
they now live in comparative luxury. 

The UN has had the audacity to call 
Jerusalem and the "West Bank", "occupied 
territories" only when Israel regained them 
in the 1967 War. In 1922 the League of 
Nations recognized the legal, moral and 
historic right of the Jewish people to a 
national homeland in Palestine, including 
Jerusalem. If the Jews had a right to Jerusa-
lem in 1922, that right is valid today. But, 
since then, vast oil reserves were discov-
ered in Arab lands. The nations are compro-
mising Israel's right, for their own oil inter-
ests. Consequently, the U.S. administra-
tion and the UN define East Jerusalem as 
"occupied territory." No part of Jerusalem 
is "occupied territory." Jerusalem indivis-
ible belongs to Israel. The same logic 
applies to the West Bank. Unfortunately, 
Israel's government is too intimidated by 
tremendous pressure from the U.S. and 
other world powers to insist on its historic 
right to Judea-Samaria, the so-called "West 
Bank." 

Divine Providence 

Since its statehood, the hand of Divine 
Providence has more than once worked on 
behalf of Israel...the miracle of the Six-Day 
War...the SCUD missiles of the Gulf War. 
The nations had better understand, "For he 
that touched you [Israel] touched the apple 
of his [God's] eye" (Zechariah 2:8). The 
nations had better heed the Biblical warn-
ing of Divine Providence: "In that day I will 
make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for all 
people: all that burden themselves with it 
shall be cut to pieces" (Zechariah 12:3) 

The First Hebron Massacre 

Jews lived almost uninterruptedly in 
Hebron for over 3000 years until 1929, 
when Arabs (who were not called "Palestin-
ians" until the late 1960s) massacred 69 
Jewish people in Hebron and forced the 
British to terminate all Jewish presence in 
Hebron. 

The Worth of Jewish Life 

Hitler found that Gentiles considered 
Jewish life...cheap. He put a price on their 
heads for safe passage to other nations. To 
his surprise no one was willing to pay the 
price. They ended up in "The Final Solu-
tion"—the extermination of all Jews. Amaz-
ingly, Jewish life seems to remain an ex-
pendable commodity today. Several years 
ago Palestinians massacred 22 worshippers 
in the largest synagogue in Istanbul. There 
were bloody attacks in synagogues in 
Copenhagen, Antwerp, Paris and Rome. 
Islamic and Palestinian groups rushed for-
ward proudly to claim the "honor" for these 
attacks. Don't forget the Israeli athletes 
murdered by Palestinians at the Munich 
Olympics. Since the signing of the Wash-
ington Peace Accords, over 30 Israelis have 
been murdered by Palestinian terrorists. On 
February 18 Tsippora Sasson, five months 
pregnant was killed by Palestinians while 
riding in a car with her husband and two 
children, ages 6 and 9. She was shot in the 
head and abdomen. This happened seven 
days before the Hebron massacre. The New 
York Times ("all the news that's fit to print") 
gave her murder a mere three sentences 
while dealing with the Hebron massacre 
almost on a daily basis. 

All these murders of Israelis were not 
acts of a single distressed person but were 
planned by groups which the majority or 
near majority of Palestinians support. These 
terrorists' acts were not renounced by the 
Palestinian people or their leaders. Re-
member how the Palestinians cheered as 
Iraqi SCUD missiles flew overhead on their 
murderous mission to Israel? The Hebron 
massacre was the act of one person. All the 
rest of Israel, including government leaders 
and settlers, renounced and denounced this 
horrible act. 

Where are the outcries of world opinion 
or UN resolutions condemning the repeated 
atrocities by Palestinians? Why is the world 
so insensitive to the shedding of Jewish 
blood by many Arabs? Yet, when one sick 
Israeli committed an atrocity the PLO, 
backed by an oil-rich Arab block, pressured 
the UN Security Council to pass a resolu-
tion condemning Israel. Why? 
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Testimonies at Seattle, Wash. March 18-20: 

Everything in Bible Points to Son 
Sr. Shirley Evans, Portland, Oregon 
"My mother's memory has failed greatly, she still understands 
conventions and giving her love to the brethren. Her name is 
Hannah Langer and it pleases me to do that at this time. 

"I can't help but tie in two of the talks. The 'Lessons of the 
Upper Room' and 'Consider Him' with our discussion the first 
evening. We were talking about visiting the Upper Room in Israel. 
Of course, while they say they think it's the Upper Room, it really 
doesn't matter, but it' s just to get a feel for what the rooms were like 
back then, 'a picture's worth a thousand words.' So when we think 
of Memorial, or of Jesus, or of Pentecost, where so many were 
assembling together, we visually can think of that room. 

"Another beautiful thought of 'Consider Him' is, we are to 
consider him. In the entire Bible, God has taken such care to 
develop it from beginning to end, where everything points to his 
Son. He wants us to think of him..." 

Spiritual Vision Keener as Natural Fades 
Sr. Lydia Hanham, North Seattle Bible Students. 
"... My eyesight's going and getting weaker, but my love for the 
Lord and the Truth is getting greater. I'm thankful that I have my 
daughter to look after me here at the convention and my own sister 
at home who takes care of things. I do appreciate the Lord and 
Truth, and the services of the brethren on the platform, they were 
just outstanding..." 

Testimonies at Detroit Metro, MI April 30- May 1: 

Search is on for Chinese Divine Plan 
Sr. Suzanne Jambor, Oakland County Ecclesia, Michigan 
"I just want to give a brief update of the China effort. As most of 
you know, my husband Br. David, went to China last year and did 
a lot of witnessing, as you read in the Newsletter. We have had three 
responses and we are well on our way to getting the First Volume 
and [Berean] Questions translated into Chinese. Br. Jeff and Sr. 
Margaret Earl are going to the Library of Congress to look for 
Volumes in Chinese. A brother in New Brunswick is going to the 
New York Library and access the database for a country-wide 
search. 

"As of February the Communist Party has officially codified 
laws against passing out literature and conducting home Bible 
studies in China...The official Communist party is atheistic but 
there are two accepted State Churches which Br. David was able to 
get into: The official Protestant and Catholic Churches. 

"The Lagnos know a man who is very sympathetic to Br. 
Russell's work and loves the Volumes. He teaches in a Catholic 
seminary. We asked them to help us get a letter of recommendation 
from this man, that Br. David could take when next he goes to 
China. There are also massive underground evangelical and other 
Protestant group movements in China. These are the people that 
we want to reach. Now that the laws are actually codified it makes 
it much more dangerous - people have been killed there. Three 
Americans having home Bible studies with some other group were 
seized. They weren't hurt but were interrogated and released...Our 
Chinese friends in the U. S. have told us that once they have your 
name, they know who you are, and it may be much more dangerous 
to go over there. They may not allow David as much freedom as 
he had before. He is not going to let that stop him. As long as the 
Lord opens the door we are going to go through it. We are saving 
our shekels for a trip next year. It is extremely dangerous for our  

friend in China to have the Volumes. I truly admire her because she 
is not even a Christian...We need your prayers about the Chinese 
work. 

"Brethren in Nigeria also need your prayers. They are having 
a horrible time. I am looking for Reprints to send them. If anyone 
has extra Reprints please let us know." 

Sustained in Financial Fasting 
Sr. Marcia Yakes, Oakland County Ecclesia, Michigan. 
-It is not often that I get up and testify...I am thankful for the 
brethren who have spent so much time coming to get me because 
I don't have a car. I have had to learn that I must do twice as much 
watching and twice as much listening, as I do speaking. This is a 
humbling experience - something brand new to me. 

"I ask your prayers for a woman near me that I am witnessing to 
who has the Volumes, that she will be encouraged by the Truth. 

"I have also been thankful, due to the Lord's overruling, since 
I lost my job, last July. I have managed to maintain myself so far. 
It has been rough because the hospital had refused to grant me 
unemployment compensation. From the Bible I have learned that 
when I am in this financial fasting to take it to the Lord. I have 
learned to wash my face and carry on as though everything will be 
alright because it will be, in His hands. He will take care of me. I 
ask your prayers." 

"Former Jehovah's Witness Finds Truth." 
Br. Mike Krajewski, Toronto, Canada. 
"I don't know if I can call myself brother because I still didn't pay 
the price yet. I would like to take this opportunity to say 'thank you' 
for everything. 

"We used to study with Jehovah's Witnesses for two years. 
They just quit with us. We just started the First Volume of Br. 
Russell because I didn't like what they were trying to teach me. I 
was going to share with them what I had read but they didn't like 
it. I am sorry for them because they don't know what they are 
losing. There are 400 Jehovah's Witnesses in town right now and 
I'm not trying to put them down because I should appreciate them, 
but it was God who brought me here. It was a complicated way how 
I found this Truth but some parts they did. They knocked on my 
door and my wife invited them in. After 30 years of being a 
Catholic, I didn't know the name of God, the holy name. Now I 
know we can be saved. 

"We are very happy, we are trying to do something because we 
have many Polish in our community interested in the Truth. I put 
a notice in the Polish paper, that we are looking for contact with 
Bible Students. We got many telephone calls, mostly from people 
who used to be Jehovah's Witnesses. 

"I' d like to thank you for the announcement about those 
Volumes. We still don't have the Second and Fifth Volumes in 
Polish. I didn't expect to meet so many people here, because I 
couldn't find any Bible Students in Toronto. The Jehovah's 
Witnesses asked me, 'Where are they?' I told them to be patient. 
I am trying to do my best to find them, and here we are. The 
Witnesses quit me but I would still like to talk to them about the 
Truth. 

"Sorry for my speech, this is my first speech in English in my 
life... We have a small group of people in Toronto who gather in our 
apartment. They ask me to bring their greetings to you. This is a 
group of just seven people for now, but I think it will grow. We 
didn't have time to meet all of the people I got calls from after I put 
the notice in the paper. It was only in the Polish paper and I realize 
I was supposed to put a notice in the English paper too. I am going 
to do it. Thanks again." 

See Brethren page 14 



11 

Serving Our Brethren 
"One fervent in spirit will be serving others temporally and spiritually nearly all the time." Reprint p. 2488 

Large Print Volume Two Ready 

The Miami Valley Bible Students (Ohio) 
are pleased to offer the Second Volume of 
Studies in the Scriptures in large print. The 
cost of printing has been subsidized 
allowing for the low price of $3.00 each, 
postpaid. 

Order from: Miami Valley Bible Stu-
dents, P.O. Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356. 

Vow, Morning Resolve Cards 

The Hope Bible Students Ecclesia offers 
Vow and other cards: 

Vow/Morning Resolve laminated -
large 50 cents; small 30cents; 
unlaminated - large 15 cents. 

-Close your eyes..." 125 for $2.63 

Order from: Hope Bible Students 
Ecclesia, P.O. Box 61, Hope, Indiana 47246 

The Hanging Manna 

This unique item consists of a wooden 
stand, two rings and daily manna texts and 
comments, each on a separate hanging flip 
card (as taken from the Harvest Truth 
Database) $15.00 each. 

Order from: Wesley or Toni Cramer, 29 
Lakeview Drive, Monongahela, PA 15063 

New Secretaries 

Agawam Ecclesia 
Sophie Zielinski 
21 Silver Street 
Agawam, MA 01001 

Akron Bible Students 
Mrs. John Ashley 
424 Foursome Avenue 
Akron, Ohio 44313 

Grand Rapids Bible Students 
Mark Carpenter 
804 Conger NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505 

Wenatchee Bible Students 
Mrs. Steve Pahngren 
16227 Cascadian Way 
Bothell, WA 98012 

Photodrama of Creation 

The Newsletter is conducting a poll of the 
brethren to determine demand for a 
proposed reprinting of The Photodram of 
Creation. This attractive four-color book 
has proved to be an effective follow-up tool 
for the genuinely interested. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are 
asked to contact the Newsletter for details. 

Address Changes 

Connellsville Bible Students 
Mrs. Wesley A Cramer 
29 Lakeview Drive 
Monongahela, PA 15063 

Northwest Indiana Bible Students 
Mrs. Tom Machacek 
702 E. 92nd Place 
Merrillville, IN 46410 

Victoria BC Bible Students 
Linda Hohenacker 
304-859 Carrie Street 
Victoria, BC V9A 5R5 

Drastically Reduced Prices 

The Chicago Bible Students are offering 
the following items at drastically reduced 
prices in order to clear their inventory: 

New Testament Comments on the four 
Gospels; Son of the Highest; Three-ring 
binders (designed for looseleaf Reprints 

-binders only); Index to the Reprints 1879-
1919 (index only). 

Anyone wishing to take advantage of 
this offer should contact: Chicago Bible 
Students, Book Republishing Committee, 
140 Forest Glen, Wood Dale, IL 60191. 
Phone (708) 766-6877 

Brethren Communicate Via 
America Online 

Response to the notice in the Spring 
Newsletter concerning E-mail has been 
very encouraging. Br. Rob Ostry submitted 
the following article which should assist 
brethren in their understanding of this new 
form of communication. Ed. 

For several months now a growing num-
ber of brethren from across the country have 
been sending notes, letters and documents 
to each other using their computers. This is 
accomplished by connecting their comput-
ers to the telephone system and subscribing 
to a commercial computer network service 
or using the Internet (a free educational and 
governmental network). Once connected to 
a computer network, brethren fmd they can 
use their computers for the purpose of digi-
tal fellowship as well as increasing their 
work in the harvest by sending timely infor-
mation between each other in record speed. 

America Online, just one of several com-
mercial service providers, has quickly be-
come the favorite choice of the brethren. 

While all of the service providers have 
competitive offerings, America Online 
seems to be the easiest to use no matter what 
computer or experience you have. 

With America Online you can do more 
than send brethren electronic mail; you can 
search the newswire for stories about Israel, 
look up a topic using the on-line encyclope-
dia or have an electronic conversation with 
people across the country about the Bible. 

Beside these interesting capabilities, 
however, there are areas to stay away from. 
The electronic forums come in a wide range 
of topics from Christian ethics to some 
areas best left unexplored. Games are also 
available, but take precious time and money 
away all to quickly. Like many things in the 
world, computer services offer a few good 
options, many time-wasting fancies, and 
some things that should not be there at all. 

The brethren, though, have found the 
few good services and seem to profit by 
using them. For the basic rate of about ten 
dollars a month you can communicate with 
brethren throughout the United States on a 
daily basis without adding to your long  

distance telephone bill. Elders have already 
been able to keep tight schedules, better 
than before, by sending documents from 
one to another in minutes instead of days 
using E-Mail. Also, travel arrangements to 
conventions and weather forecasts for trav-
eling can be accessed as easily from the 
computer as from cable television. 

Computer network services are not rea-
son enough to buy a computer, rather, if you 
already have a computer they can be an 
additional option. The relatively high price 
of computers, and occasional software pur-
chases, currently leaves home computing 
out of many brethren's budgets. If, how-
ever, you already have an IBM compatible 
or Apple Macintosh computer and a modem 
you can communicate with the brethren in 
a new and exciting way. 

Note: Most service providers now share 
E-Mail with the Internet. This allows breth-
ren who use any major service such as 
America Online, Compuserve, Prodigy or 
connect to the Internet via a college/busi-
ness computer system, the ability to com-
municate with each other electronically. ❑ 
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Romania From page 5 
spent two days in the City of Sighet for 
computer work. The computer is at the 
home of Br. Ghita and Sr. Lisa Dragos 
(formerly Sr. Lisa Groves). These two are 
very devoted to the Lord's work. The Mi-
ami Valley Ecclesia has an agreement with 
the Sighet Class that the computer would be 
used to publish a journal consisting of Re-
print articles translated into Romanian. They 
started with Br. Russell's last article and are 
working backward. The Journal is present-
ing a challenge to the Romanian brethren. 
They will now have access to a whole 
segment of Br. Russell's writings that they 
never had before. An encouraging sign was 
at the Thursday evening meeting when we 
returned to Cluj. A talk was given on the Sin 
Offering. All they have of Br. Russell's 
writings on the Sin Offering is Tabernacle 
Shadows, which does not go into detail -
spelling out the difference between the 
Ransom and the Sin Offering. There were 
many questions, especially from the Elders. 
They realize that in the Reprints Br. Russell 
makes a big distinction between the Ran-
som and the Sin Offering and they wanted 
to understand it fully. 

The pre-Bible Student background of 
many of the brethren is from Baptist and 
Pentecostal Churches which have been 
strong in Romania for decades. 

Economically Romania is far behind 
most of Europe. Outside of towns and cit- 

ies, the horse and wagon are still the com-
mon mode of transportation. The average 
salary is $50 a month. Unemployment is 
high. When Israel cut down on the use of 
Palestinian labor (for fear of violence) a 
cheap foreign labor began to be imported. 
At least one brother from Romania has gone 
to Israel as part of this imported labor force. 

The brethren of Romania are very warm 
and hospitable. Whatever town we were in 
there were many meal invitations. And the 
meal sessions were devoted to Truth ques-
tions. Israel and the peace process, the Time 
of Trouble, Babylon coming to power, Br. 
Russell's concept of the "Pastoral work" 
and the sisters' part in it, Elders and Dea-
cons were some of the main topics of dis-
cussion. The brethren in Romania were 
thrilled about a message of comfort to the 
Romanian Jews. 

Many brethren from France and the 
United States visit the brethren in Romania. 
Each of us wants so much to be a help, but 
each of us has our own strengths and weak-
nesses. We have to be on guard that our 
ministry to Romania is not alloyed, even to 
a small degree, with an ego trip. The breth-
ren in Romania, like the brethren through-
out the world, have their problems. The 
question I kept asking myself was -Am I in 
any way adding to their problems?" 

Time was fast running out. Instead of 
taking the nine-hour train ride Friday from 
Cluj to Bucharest and then to the airport and  

home, we decided to take the one-hour 
evening flight to Bucharest. Friday was a 
whirlwind of computer troubleshooting, fi-
nalizing the details for the Romanian video 
of Israel: Appointment with Destiny, and 
final visits in brethren's homes. About 20 
brethren saw us off at the Cluj airport. There 
were sweet but tearful final exchanges with 
each one. 

We stayed overnight in Bucharest with 
brethren and boarded the airplane for the 
United States on Saturday. Suddenly, it was 
all over. Yet in a sense, it was not over. 
There were the memories, precious memo-
ries of faces that were full of joy and tears, 
of minds that were so eager to hear the 
Truth, of hearts that were so desirous to 
share their temporal goods and themselves, 
and of Sr. Elisabeta, without whose sacri-
ficing love the trip would have been impos-
sible. 

We were thankful for the new faces and 
new class names that would enlarge our 
daily prayer fellowship. We were so thank-
ful to the Lord and his providential 
overrulings by our guardian angels. Due to 
recent events in Israel there was an interna-
tional terrorism alert. In Vienna, I parted 
from Br. Allen for a flight that would take 
me to JFK in New York. At the boarding 
gate, four security men came in and es-
corted a Palestinian out. Perhaps my guard-
ian angel knew something I didn't. It was 
another occasion for thankful prayer. ❑ 

Deaths From page 3 
■ Sr. Evelyn Newsome of the Miami Valley Bible Students 
Ecclesia finished her earthly course on April 9 in Dayton Ohio 
where she had lived all the 89 years of her life. She was the daughter 
of the late Br. Clarence and Sr. Bessie Peoples. Though 
consecrated some years before, Sr. Evelyn was immersed 
November 14, 1993 despite her feeble physical condition. She had 
great difficulty on the steps in and out of the pool, even with strong 
support from the brethren, but she was determined to do it. 

The daughter of Truth parents she attended from an early age 
through her junior years the I.B.S.A. classes at Dayton for children 
and intermediates. 

Sr. Evelyn was the mother of two whom she reared alone, with 
moral support and help from her parents. She is survived by one 
son Wesley, and a daughter Marcella Sproull (98 Kasi Lane, 
Rockmart, GA 30153) who gave her mother loving support through 
many years of confinement; 7 grandchildren and 10 great-grand-
children. 

Br. James Watkins, an elder of the Miami Valley Bible Students, 
conducted her graveside service. He and his wife, Sr. Roberta, had 
been guardians of her interests, tending to both her temporal and 
spiritual needs for about ten years. 

Immersed From page 7 
"At first Marilyn decided that this was not for her. She would 

stay home while I would attend the studies. I later found out that 
while I was at the meetings on Sundays, Marilyn was home locked 
up in her room studying the Volumes. She eventually came to know 
the Truth and gave herself to the Lord. 

"For some months, we attended both JW' s and Bible Student 
meetings back to back, which really took its toll on us physically. 
We eventually opted to forego the JW meetings and dedicate all our 
time to the ecclesia. My mother-in-law with whom we were living, 
upon finding out about our little charade, evicted us. 

"Today our names have been slandered and among the JW 
communities our names are synonymous with 'apostasy.' Yet with 
all the family and friends we left behind, like the Patriarch Job the 
Lord has restored them tenfold. He has surely blessed us. We have 
had our share of trials since our exodus from the Society, but the 
Lord has always sustained us. 

"So as you can see we started with partial Truth and ended up 
with the whole Truth and since then we've been abiding by it. We 
love the Lord with all our hearts and are indebted to His Servant, 
our dear Pastor Russell." ❑ 

The Bible Triumphant 
"Voltaire's house (in France) is now used by the Geneva Bible 
Society as a repository. The old premises of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society in Earl Street, Blackfriars, stood where in 1378 the 

Council forbade Wycliffe circulating portions of the Holy 
Scriptures, and where he uttered the words, "The truth shall 
prevail." The Religious Tract Society's premises are where Bibles 
were publicly burned." R1237, August 1890. 



Fascism on a Pedestal 
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New York Times OP-ED Dec. 7, 1993 
By Andrei Codrescu 

On Oct. 22, exactly one day after Congress 
granted Romania most-favored-nation 
trade status, a statue of Ion Antonescu was 
erected in the town of Slobozia, near 
Bucharest. General Antonescu, the Fascist 
dictator during World War II, was 
responsible for the deaths of at least 
250,000 Jews and 20,000 Gypsies. 

This is the first statue of a war criminal 
from Eastern Europe erected since the war. 
The dedication was attended by Govern-
ment officials like Mihai Ungheanu, an 

Romania honors 
a mass murderer 

aide to former President Nicolae Ceausescu 
and currently Secretary of State for Culture, 
and Corneliu Vadim Tudor, a member of 
Parliament who is a vicious anti-Semite. 
There are plans for other statues of 
Antonescu in several Romanian cities. 

This brazen campaign to rehabilitate a 
notorious mass murderer has terrified the 
remaining Jews in Romania. Anti-Semitic 
attacks are common in right-wing newspa-
pers and parliamentary speeches, but the 
Antonescu monument takes the situation to 
provocative new heights. 

The extent of the Romanian Holocaust, 
rivaling Nazi Germany's in savagery, is 
still not widely known. Dr. Radu Ioanid, 
the director of the National Registry of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors at the Holo-
caust Museum in Washington, has studied 
recently opened archives in Romania and 
concluded that the dimensions of the trag-
edy have been vastly understated. 

During the Ceausescu regime in Roma-
nia, official policy perpetuated the myth  

that Romanian Fascism was more benign 
than elsewhere and that most Jews survived 
the war. This turns out to have been pure 
disinformation by Mr. Ceausescu, who 
needed the old muderers to support his own 
amalgam of national socialism. 

The money to erect the statue of General 
Antonescu in Slobozia came from police 
officials and Josif Constantin Dragan, an 
emigre businessman and former member of 
the Fascist Iron Guard. President Ion Iliescu, 
who has made public speeches condemning 
anti-Semitism, could have easily dismissed 
the Slobozia police chief and nipped this 
outrage in the bud. Mr. Iliescu' s own father 
was an inmate in one of Antonescu' s noto-
rious prison camps at Tirgu Jiu. The 
President's failure to act testifies to the 
power of the extreme rigrt wing in Romania 
today. 

In 1991, Congress passed a resolution on 
anti-Semitism in Romania that tied assis-
tance, especially most-favored-nation sta-
tus, to progress in "combating anti-Semitism 
and in protecting the rights and safety of its 
ethnic minorities." Romania is thumbing 
its nose at American concerns and under- 

scoring the growing feeling in Eastern Eu-
rope that the United States is incapable of a 
firm policy in the region. 

Despite the lack of urgency in the Clinton 
Adminstration, the revival of fascism in 
Eastern Europe is cause for great alarm. In 
Croatia, streets are being renamed after war 
criminals; this year President Franjo 
Tudjman nominated a former commander 
from the pro-Nazi Ustashe regime, No 
Rojnica, as ambassador to Argentina. (Fol-
lowing protests, he withdrew the nomina-
tion without apology.) In Slovakia, Prime 
Minister Vladimir Meciar has proclaimed 
that Gypsies are a danger to the white race. 
In Russia, nationalists and fascists are vy-
ing for seats in Parliament. In Germany, 
anti-Semites and fascists are gaining popu-
lar support. 

General Antonescu' s statue is facing 
squarely at the United States. It is as if a 
statue of, let's say, the founder of the Ku 
Klux Klan were erected in Washington in a 
ceremony attended by Administration offi-
cials. Only it's far worse than that. Roma-
nia has erected a tribute to mass murder. CI 

Letter from Reader 
Inspired by Reports World Over 

"Thank you for sending me the Newsletter this past year. I really 
enjoy reading about the activities of the brethren the world over. It 
inspires me to see what others are doing and the personal effort they 
are putting into their service to the Lord for others. What a display 
of love is shown! 

"Thank the Lord these last days are about over and this troubled 
world will soon have a rest from sickness, famine, crime and death 
when our Lord addresses the 'New Covenant' in Israel. What a 
shout for joy that will be!" (Alberta, Canada)  

"I Must Go Shopping" 
One of these days, I must go shopping! I am completely out of self-
respect. I want to exchange the self-righteousness I picked up the 
other day, for some humility, which they say, is less expensive and 
wears better. I want to look at some tolerance, which is being used 
for wraps this season. And, by the way, I must try to match some 
patience that my neighbor wears, which is becoming to her, and I 
think might look well on me! I might try on that little garment of 
long suffering they are displaying. I never thought I wanted it, but 
feel myself coming to it. Also I must not forget to have my sense 
of humor mended, and look around for some inexpensive everyday 
goodness. It is surprising how quickly one's stock of goodness is 
depleted. Yes, I must go shopping! (contributed) 
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From page 1 
We visited homes and study halls in the 

following locations: Coimbator, Polochy, 
Porbanua, Mettupolayam, Coomoor, 
Mysore, Bangalore, Kolar and Madras. 

We were very impressed by the great 
sacrifices of our brethren in India on our 
behalf and on behalf of the Truth. Brethren 
took time off work, traveled long miles to 
meet and transport us to meetings, homes 
and hotels....They truly displayed the spirit 
of sacrificing for the brethren's sake. 

We were also impressed by the activity 
of the brethren in the Lord's service. Hector 
Gonsalveze and a group of brethren trav-
eled many miles on motor scooters and 
placed over ten thousand tracts. The breth-
ren also make long trips to meetings on the 
difficult roads of India, and this after a long 
day of work. Some ecclesias conduct pub-
lic meetings. They advertise the showing of 
a free Christian video. They are able to 
attract large numbers of public to watch 
these videos. In Kolar, a young brother, 
Deana Kumar, who is the nephew of Br. 
Charles Jayappa, (who has been laboring 
full time in the Lord's service for 45 years, 
traveling from village to village on bicycle 
giving a strong witness to the Lord) shows 
great interest and zeal in the Lord's service. 
Br. Deana went to great personal expense to 
take care of our needs while we visited his 
village. where he meets with about twenty 
new interests. These young men and women 
show a great desire to know the Truth. First 
Volumes and other Truth literature will be 
sent to these brethren. 

Br. I.A. Joseph traveled with us much of 
the time and did a great service translating 
discourses into the native dialect. Even 
though Br. Joseph's health is not the best, he 
was a wonderful travel companion, always 
smiling and upbeat. He stayed with us in 
various hotel rooms, sleeping on tables, 
chairs, or other make-shift arrangements. 

Br. Daniel made many sacrifices on our 
behalf. He arranged our itinerary and worked 
diligently to allow us to visit as many 
brethren and ecclesias as possible during 
our stay. He also traveled with us, met us, 
sent us off in the right direction, traveled 
ahead to make arrangements for future 
meetings and also acted as a translator. 

Br. R. Salvaraj, took a day off work to 
meet us when we arrived in India and waited 
with us the five and one-half hours as we 
awaited a train. He took more time off to 
meet us in Madras, transport us to our hotel 
and then his home. On the following day he 
again took time off to travel with us to the 
airport for our departure. 

We could fill page after page reporting 
the loving sacrifices of our brethren, but 
suffice it to say that the sweet savor of 
hospitality and brotherly love has made an 
indelible impression upon our hearts. 

At the meetings a large number of breth-
ren and children sit content for hours in a 
small hall or living room, most sit on the 
floor. The humble surroundings and cir-
cumstances of the brethren are quite a con-
trast to the surroundings that most enjoy in 
the Western World. Not only were our 
minds impressed by our relative ease of life, 
we also became more aware of the great 
advantages we enjoy along spiritual lines. 
We have the Harvest Message, histories, 
reference books, etc., written in our native 
language. These books are in our homes, at 
our fingertips, making it so much easier for 
us to "study to show ourselves approved." 
Our brethren in India do not enjoy this 
advantage. They only have the First Vol-
ume and assorted booklets translated in 
their own language and most do not have 
access to all the books and Bible helps that 
we enjoy. 

To add to the difficulties, there are over 
20 languages spoken and over 200 dialects 
in India, so there is difficulty in communi- 

cation even amongst the brethren. Besides 
the language problems and lack of literature 
in the native tongue, the brethren live in a 
land that is mostly Hindu. Because of this, 
tracts must be printed that explain that there 
is only one God, Jehovah, and many other 
basic truths that are not known. Consider-
ing our circumstances and the advantages 
we enjoy, we realize more clearly than ever, 
that more is expected of us. 

The zeal with which our brethren enter 
into the harvest work, though their means 
and resources are limited, was a wonderful 
example, and encouragement to us. The 
experience in India allowed us to see more 
clearly, what a trial and distraction the 
things of this world can be for the New 
Creature. This, of course, is a trial that 
affects us more in this country, than in 
India. We can also appreciate with more 
depth, that the grand prize offered to us 
diminishes in value, if we allow the cares 
and comforts of life to cast their shadow 
upon this, the grandest prize ever to be 
offered. 

In summary, we found the brethren to be 
loving, generous, and filled with zeal in the 
Lord's service. Though poor in temporal 
things, their chief desire is to know and 
serve the Lord. To this end they sought 
answers to spiritual questions through dis-
cussion and requests for literature, to help 
them gain a clearer understanding of God's 
plan. The brethren are very active in their 
witnessing, printing tracts in various dia-
lects, and traveling great distances, in a land 
that is mostly Hindu, to preach the Good 
News in an effort to find the true wheat. In 
the example of their humble and zealous 
lives, we have been blessed and encouraged 
to appreciate more the precious promise, 
that our Lord can keep us and make us 
prosper as New Creatures no matter what 
our circumstances happen to be, as long as 
our minds are fixed upon him. ❑ 

Brethren From page 10 

Truth Shared through Family Generations 
Br. Tom Machacek, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia. 
"...I need to mention a little plug for the Indiana-Ohio Convention, 
August 3-7 in Worthington, Ohio. Last year I was the Convention 
Secretary and because of that my name was on the program and 
somehow or other, I think, the program got to the Philippines. I 
received a letter from an individual about two months ago 
requesting literature. I wrote a letter and sent different books that 
he requested plus some First Volumes and pamphlets because he 
may want to spread the Word. We haven't heard yet but hopefully 
something will spark an interest. You never know how your name 
gets spread around the world and what may come of it. Lord 
willing, the words may give someone hope as it has given us hope. 
The Truth is wonderful and I am very glad to know the Truth. 

-Sr. Nancy and I say, 'we count our blessings back. ' It goes 
back to Sr. Sophie Niemyski with her love for the Truth and sharing  

it with her children; her children sharing it with their children who 
shared it with us. We came out of the nominal system and I will 
never go back. I am very appreciative of the love shown to us day 
by day. It is our sincere desire to share our love with you." 

Sr. Bessie Krajewski testified in Polish. 
Sr. Winnie Gowryluk paraphrased in English. 
"Mike's wife Sr. Bessie had a Truth background - consecrated 
parents and a sister in Poland. Two years ago she developed an 
interest in the Truth when she and Br. Mike were studying with 
Jehovah's Witnesses. Having known certain features of the Truth, 
she disapproved of some of their teachings. 

"Meanwhile, her sister from Poland while visiting the U.S. 
attended the Filicky - Lupsor wedding in Chicago and, by chance, 
met Sr. Winnie there. She said she had a sister (not in the Truth) 
in Toronto. About a year later, Gowryluks received a call from the 
Krajewskis requesting Volumes in Polish..." ❑ 
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Conventions 
When ye come together...let all things be done unto edifying." I Cor. 14:26 

July 23,24 East Amherst, New York. Western New York Bible 
Students. Programs and information, Secretary: Mrs. Allon 
MacAlister, 46 Paradise Road, East Amherst, NY 14051. 

July 29-31 Denver, Colorado. Colorado Bible Students, Regis 
University, Denver. For information and registration contact Jim 
Moss, 13005 W. 15th Dr., Golden, CO 80401. Phone - (303) 238-
4936. 

August 3-7 Worthington, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 20th 
Annual, Hilton Inn. Costs will be comparable to last year at 
Lexington. Information from Secretary: Larry McClellan, 4421 
29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone (812) 376-8848 

September 3,4, Sunnyvale, California. Antioch Bible Students, 
Holiday Inn, Sunnyvale, (800) 888-3899. Theme text: Isaiah 61:1. 
For additional information, please call Sr. Bonnie Hutchison at 
(408) 756-4077. 

September 3-5, Villa Park, Illinois. West Suburban (IL) Bible 
Students. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd at 
Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn. 7 speakers; Panel: Heb. 2:1. 
Accommodations: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 N. Charles 
Avenue, Villa Park, 60181. Ph (708) 833-7110. 

September 3-5, Jackson, Michigan. Jackson Bible Students. 
Northwest Elementary School, 3757 Lansing Avenue, Jackson. 
Contact Secretary for information: Mrs. Ray Lumley, 2531 Ashton 
Road, Jackson, MI 49203. Ph (517) 782-7252. 

September 24,25 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual, Y.W.C.A., 418 N. Wayne Street, Piqua, (513) 773-6626. 
Four speakers. Audio-visual on Ezekiel's Temple, Sat. 24, 7pm. 
Programs and information from Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 
P. 0. Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356. Phone (419) 394-4658. 

October 2 Baltimore, Maryland. Baltimore Bible Students, 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 7910 Harford Road. Phone - (410) 661-
4435. Three speakers. Theme: "The Joyful Sound," Psa. 89:15, 
Hymn 315. Program with map from Secretary: Robert Wagner, 
2753 Pelham Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21213. Phone - (410) 483-
1394. 

October 15,16, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Associated Bible 
Students of Grand Rapids. Contact Secretary for information: Mr. 
Mark Carpenter, 804 Conger NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505. 

October 28-30 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA. Five speakers. 
Information from the Secretary: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, 29 
Lakeview Drive, Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone - (412) 258-
2585. 

Europe 1994 
August 7-12 Poitiers, France. Seventh Biennial International 
Convention of Bible Students. Request information from 
International Convention of Bible Students, 1425 Lachman Lane, 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. Phone (310) 454-5248. 

Special Notice: The sample guidelines for submission of implemented with the Fall, 1994 issue. Please consult those 
convention listings printed in the Spring Newsletter will be guidelines before submitting convention listings in the future. 

Afflicted From page 2 
I look to the Lord for daily strength. Tapes are a great strength and 
blessing to me. Please remember me in your prayers." 

■ Sr. Bessie Sennewald, (32 Franklin Park East, Vernon, CT 
06066-2443) is bereaved since the death of her husband, Henry. 
She lives alone in senior citizen housing and is given loving care 
by her daughter and son-in-law, Hazel and Joe Gamache. Sr. 
Bessie' s love of reading the Bible, Volumes, and Reprints has 
practically come to an end since disease has taken most of her sight. 
This has been a great loss to her, but she tries to endure it cheerfully. 
She takes great pleasure in listening to discourses on tape and a 
weekly Volume and Bible reading with visiting sisters. She is still 
able to type and loves to correspond with the brethren. 

■Sr. Roberta Yost, (Mediplex of Wethersfield, 141 Jordan Lane, 
Wethersfield, CT 06109) is bereaved since the death of her mother, 
Sr. Lois Latina. She is confined to a convalescent home, due to 
failing health from the effects of diabetes and strokes. She enjoys 
listening to discourses on tape since her failing eyesight makes it 
difficult to read. Notes of encouragement would be very uplifting 
to Sr. Roberta. 

■Sr. Eva Morgan, (360 Prairie #203, Wilmington, OH 45177) 
writes; "The Love of the brethren in sharing compassion toward the 
weaker ones (in the flesh) has lifted me so that my cup runneth over. 
Praise the Lord, for his blessed word, which all of you have sent me 

through the Scriptures. It was so encouraging and also a blessing. 
I have read all the scriptures over and over. Who could possibly feel 
discouraged! Thank you all for your prayers. Praise the Lord and 
keep preaching the gospel. 

■Br. Edward Chell, (2808 Arroyo Avenue, Apt. 127, Dallas, TX 
75219) called to relate a moving experience. Recently in a 
laundromat, he was reading Volume IV when two armed thugs 
entered. Their threatening actions caused Br. Edward to fear for his 
life. Suddenly, one thug's attention was drawn to The Battle of 
Armageddon, he picked it up to examine it. Moments later he put 
the Volume down and abruptly left. Whereupon Br. Ed breathed 
a prayer of gratitude. 

■Br. Eddie McKeown, (14 Daisy Hill Gardens, County Down, 
Ireland) is isolated in the faraway Emerald Isle! He writes: 
"Through the good offices of Br. Charlie Chambers I received the 
latest issues of the Newsletter and found it enthralling reading. Not 
only that, the magazine is excellently produced in regard to 
technical values... 

"It is true pleasure to read items like 'Harvest News,' Our 
Brethren Speak' and news in fulfillment of prophecy. I was also 
interested to read of isolated and afflicted brethren in your country, 
and on receipt of the issue shall correspond with some. It is truly 
inspiring for someone like me, isolated only by geography, to learn 
of the overcoming faith in the Truth of brothers and sisters under 
really severe circumstances." ❑ 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 

Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 

published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 

doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 

through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and 

promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. 

Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings 

for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 

Deadline for Fall Issue, September 1, 1994 

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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