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Headline writers referred to the recent 
California tremblor as "very destructive -
but not the Big One." The devastation 
wrought in just a few seconds aptly 
illustrates the Revelator's symbol of the 
'great earthquake' of Chapter 16. 

Greetings in the Lord! 

This issue of the Newsletter is sent forth 
with the hope that it will bring needed 
refreshment to our brethren we serve "as 
unto the Lord." 

We call special attention to page 9, A 
Clarification of the Statement of Purpose. 
This concerns clearer definition of the policy 
for listing conventions in the Newsletter. A 
related item is located at the bottom of page 
15, Conventions. 

May the Lord bless our mutural efforts. 

Br. Leon and Sr. Barbara Millin kindly 
consented to give us an eyewitness 
perspective of the catastrophe. Their home 
in Northridge is but a few miles from the 
epicenter of the quake. It is uplifting to 
one's faith how the Lord preserved them 
(and other brethren) amid the initial 
destruction, and more than 5,000 
aftershocks that shook the area. Ed. 

"Br. Leon and I wish to express our 
thanks and gratitude for the many cards, 
letters, telephone calls and prayers of the 
brethren following the 6.8 magnitude earth- 

quake of Jan. 17 which we experienced in 
the San Fernando Valley. We were truly 
overwhelmed. 'Blessed be the tie that binds 
our hearts in Christian love.' God bless 
each one of you! 

"The earthquake consisted of two sepa-
rate jolts occurring about 5 seconds apart 
adding up to a single 6.8 magnitude event. 
It was much worse than the Sylmar earth-
quake of Feb. 9, 1971 which registered 6.5 
magnitude on the Richter scale. We live  
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only a couple of miles from the 
epicenter...and are only four blocks from 
the Kaiser-Permanente Medical Center 
which crumbled. Upon request, we are 
relating some of our experiences and infor-
mation regarding the earthquake. 

"We were awakened at 4:31 a.m. by a 
violent shaking motion and a horrible rend-
ing noise such as we had never before 
experienced in a lifetime in California. I 
was absolutely paralyzed at first. Looking 
up into the darkness and for fleeting sec-
onds I almost believed that this was IT! Br. 

Leon moved first. We grabbed some cloth-
ing and I groped my way after him down the 
hall. He called, 'Where's the flashlight?' 
Then, 'Watch out for the glass in the hall. 
Put on your shoes.' We finally located a 
flashlight and went outside. Br. Leon 
pointed, 'Look up.' We saw innumerable 
brilliant stars in the heavens - so close, so 
reassuring of His presence, His promise, 'I 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.' 

See Quake page 4 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee; he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved." Psa. 55:22 

■ Br. Lyle Cook (4222 North Bellefontaine Avenue, Kansas City, 
MO 64117) recently bereaved, writes: "I wish to extend my sincere, 
heartfelt appreciation to the many dear brethren who sent loving 
sympathy and encouragement by telephone calls and letters and 
floral tributes in the loss of my dear wife, Josephine C. Cook, who 
passed away on December 20, very suddenly. 

"Although it is not easy to bear, I thank our heavenly Father for 
his overruling so that Joey didn't have to endure a protracted period 
of sickness or helplessness. Also, I thank him that she went first, 
for it is easier for me to do without her than she to do without me. 
And I have the great blessing of the knowledge of the Truth, and I 
surely sorrow not as others who don't have such great favor. It 
would be hard to know how much of the Truth she comprehended, 
for when I witnessed to her she said it made her feel confused. 

"So I rejoice that it wouldn't have happened if the Lord didn't 
know it to be best that way, for he knows what is best. When I turn 
my thoughts away from self to what is best for Joey it makes it much 
easier to bear. 

"Again, thank you dear brethren, one and all, for your kind and 
overwhelming sympathy and brotherly love. With much Christian 
love..." 

■ Sr. Mary B. Holley (11506 Hazeldell Road, Cleveland, Ohio 
44108) is isolated and in need of fellowship. She writes: "Hearing 
from you brought back the wonderful times we had, when we had 
conventions here at home and my health was good. What a blessing 
it was to be with the brethren! 

"Yes, it is very lonely sometimes, as I haven't anyone to talk to 
that believes in what I believe. But I do have a lot of tapes I 
collected through the years, and each time I play one of them I 
understand something anew. So they are a blessing. Thank you for 
sending my name to the Rosswick sisters. 

"I hope you can read this letter as my hands shake and cramp so, 
I can hardly hold a pen. So pray for me as I remember all of you 
in my prayers, and God bless and keep you..." 

■ Sr. Elsie Hurd (151 Glenwood Road, Clinton, CT 06413) 
wishes to address the brethren in these columns . 	I appreciate the 
thought of me in the Newsletter and want to express my thanks and 
prayerful appreciation of all the brethren who have prayed for me 
and/or sent cards with prayerful wishes. I am doing quite well. The 
tender mercies and overruling of our Father and of our Lord have 
been and are wonderful. Please keep me in prayer that I be faithful 
to them and to the Harvest Message and to the brethren in His Spirit! 
Warm love in Christ..." 

■ Sr. Ruth Staley (N6095 French Road, Seymour, Wisconsin 
54165). "This is to thank you for your newsletters which are so 
educational. I am rereading the article entitled, 'The Gutenberg 

New Testament.' I have read it to different groups I belong to. 
"We are isolated but do meet with a family 50 miles from our 

home. Also have a study on Wednesday nights, as well as Sunday. 
Please keep us in your prayers as we too, pray for all the brethren, 
and a quick end to this present evil world. God be with you..." 

■ Sr. Evelyn Oeth Sanders (2818 E. Walnut Street, Evansville, 
IN 47714) is isolated and very hungry for fellowship. She lives in 
a city that hosted the 1-0 Conventions several times (1977-1979). 
But since then, there is no one to share her joy in the Truth and her 
praises of our wonderful Father and Lord Jesus Christ. 

Both Sr. Evelyn and her husband are advanced in years, and each 
week she finds her chores just a little heavier than before. Thus the 
flesh gradually reaches the condition described in Ecclesiastes, 
chapter 12; and eventually, the spirit its long-awaited birth! 

■ Br. David Mayforth and his mother Sr. Thelma (P 0 Box 17, 
Mt. Eaton, OH 44606) are bereaved by the death of his father - her 
husband Eugene, on Feb. 12. Critically injured in an auto accident 
some years ago, Eugene had suffered lasting effects from his 
injuries. His condition has since required the care and oversight of 
both Sr. Thelma and Br. Dave. They are rejoicing in the 
resurrection hope. 

■ Sr. Mary Melville (22109 Tredwell, Farmington, MI 48024) 
has been greatly concerned for her father Robert Presnall, who was 
injured in a head-on collision near his home in Manlius, NY on Jan. 
8. Suffering multiple fractures he has been in traction (and still is) 
for seven weeks in an attempt to align and heal shattered pelvic 
bones. Other complications prevented corrective surgery. The 
total effect of his injuries cannot be fully assessed until the healing 
has progressed beyond its present stage. 

Brethren who know Robert are amazed at his courage under 
suffering, and his quiet acceptance of his misfortune. Though of 
the world, in this his example is a salutary one. 

■ Sr Alma Firth (Grandview Resident Home, 3480 Alpine N.W., 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504) recently entered a Retirement home 
following her son's sudden death, and the incapacitation of her 
daughter-in-law. They had lived with Sr. Firth a number of years, 
caring for her needs as she is afflicted with crippling arthritis. 

Sr. Firth has adjusted to her new environment and is grateful to 
the Lord for his direction in her affairs. She has opportunity to 
witness both by word and action. In her 96th year, Sr. Alma, has 
been a member of the Grand Rapids Ecclesia for more than 50 
years. She appreciates visits from brethren of the Class, and would 
appreciate prayers and encouraging messages from others of the 
brotherhood. She can no longer write because of her crippled 
hands. ❑ 

Fervency of Spirit Necessary to Overcoming 
Rom. 12:11 

"If everything else in life were taken from 
us, and we were without a penny in the 
world, we would still be rich toward God if 
we had the Truth. And so we all are needy 
in respect to this intelligence, this 
knowledge. When we perceive this, how 

could we be indifferent to the telling forth 
of the praises of him who has called us out 
of darkness into his marvelous light! So 
then, God has so arranged this matter that 
all those who believe and become children 
of God may have a share with him in his 

great work. And since we know these things, 
they become a test of our loyalty and our love. 
And the Lord seeing or not seeing this 
character in us will determine whether or not 
we shall be associated in the honorable work 
on the other side of the veil" R5334-5 



Br. David Gilmour 
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Entered Into Rest 
"I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,...Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness..." 2 Tim. 4:7,8 

■ Br. Vivian Bateson of the Perth Ecclesia, Australia entered into 
rest Nov. 27, 1993, two days before his 95th birthday. Sr. Margaret 
Guy, a member of the Ecclesia, has kindly provided the notice of 
his death and other information. "His health has been failing 
slowly for the last few years as he suffered severely with arthritis 
and also Parkinson's Disease. However, about three weeks ago he 
had a fall which really hastened his demise, as he became 
unconscious for most of the time since then - only having brief 
occasions when he was able to recognize any of us. 

"He was a dear faithful brother and although he has been unable 
to attend Class for some years now, he was always so happy to see 
us and talk about the Scriptures even though his voice was affected 

■ Sr. Myrza Kolliman of Wilmington, Delaware entered into rest 
on January 12 at 92 years. Her "Last Witness" opened with the 
hymn, "To the Work" for, as Br. Kenneth Rawson officiating said, 
"Its words and sentiments epitomized Sr. Myrza' s life. Her death 
ends an important chapter in the Bible Students movement. She 
was one of the last to touch the first generation of that movement" 

Survived by a younger brother Mahlon of Columbus, Ohio, a 
nephew Albert of Delaware, and many spiritual children, Sr. Myrza 
was a spiritual mother to many in Zion! 

Early on she observed the spirit of service in her father Br. 
Dickerson, whose home was a home for pilgrims. "There were 
always brethren coming, going, staying, passing through. One 
sister even died there!" Sr. Rachel Alexander recalled from 
Myrza's account of her youth. 

From his long experience with the Kollimans, Br. Rawson 
brought out many touching episodes and memories. At fourteen 
Myrza gave her heart to the Lord "and from then to the end of life 
it was 'All for Jesus.' She married Br. Peter, a dynamo for service, 
in 1925 and he found in her an equal for zeal in witnessing to the 
Truth. Together, for 59 years, they proclaimed the Gospel in 
Wilmington, telling everyone about their God of love!" Their love 
for their fellow man was real and active. "At a time of strife," Br. 
Rawson recalled, "the first black family moved into their neighbor-
hood; the Kollimans went to the home, shook their hands and gave 
them a book - The Divine Plan of the Ages. Instead of moving out, 
they built bridges of love." 

About 1929, the present Wilmington Ecclesia was formed with 
the help of the Kollimans, and their incessant labors brought many 
to the Lord and the Class. Their hospitality also was blessed to 
many, especially those in the Colporteur service. 

Thus a dedicated life is ended, hopefully, in the First Resurrec-
tion for Sr. Myrza. "She hath done what she could..." Mark 14:8. 

■ Sr. Jean Czopor of Farmington Hills, MI died Dec. 21 at 91 
years. A widow for 25 years, she leaves a son Edmund, two 
grandchildren, five great-grandchildren. 

She was a member of the Polish Class until it dissolved, then 
attended the Detroit Bible Students Ecclesia. Br. Walter Blicharz 
gave her last witness. 

■ Sr. Billie Howington was a member of the West Texas Bible 
Students for about 20 years until failing health, about two years 
ago, confined her to a nursing home., She died Dec. 28, 1993. Her 
presence in the little group at Lamesa is sadly missed. A widow, 
she leaves a son Raymon, a daughter Al Jean Hughes, four 
grandsons, and four great-grandchildren. 

by the Parkinson's Disease..." (See Brethren Speak) 

■ Br. David Gilmour of Melfort, Sask., Canada, ended his earthly 
life on June 18, 1993 after a short illness at the age of 89. His parents 
and family were religious and held to the doctrine of eternal 
torment. In his younger years he 
lost his mother to cancer, an 
infant son (one-and-a-half 
years) to appendicitis and his 14-
year-old brother to asthma. Br. 
David was very perplexed and 
looking for answers. 

He started searching the Scrip-
tures and listening to religious 
radio programs. In 1936 Br. 
David, his sister Lillian and 
brother Pete heard the Frank & 
Ernest program with earphones. 
They couldn't believe what they 
were hearing - a hope for all 
mankind! Sweet music to their 
ears. They were directed to breth-
ren in Tarnapol, Sask., some 30 
miles away. They attended conventions in Tarnapol, pilgrim visits, 
received Volumes and literature, and studied the Truth - "What a 
blessing!" said Sr.Lillian Foster. 

Br. David symbolized in July 1954 and was with the North Sask. 
Bible Students at his death. He is survived by two sons: Laurence 
and Jack; two sisters: Sr. Lillian Foster, Cranbrook, BC, Sarah 
McJumy, Melfort, Sask., one brother Peter of Melfort. Nephew Br. 
Albert Svab, White Rock, BC and many nieces and nephews. He 
was the favorite uncle of Sherry, Candie and Lone Michalyca. 

Br. Frank Boychuk of Winnipeg, Manitoba officiated at his 
memorial service attended by 100 friends and brethren. 

■ Sr. Amelia Illiano, a member of the New Brunswick (NJ) 
Ecclesia, finished her earthly course on Nov. 6, 1993. In the early 
1970' s she responded to an obituary letter from the New Brunswick 
Class after she lost her mother. Her name was placed on the Class 
mailing list and she received the New Brunswick newsletter each 
month. She did not respond to these, however, for two years. It was 
learned later that she hadn't opened any of the letters. 

Then Sr. Amelia experienced a period of depression. The 
Lord's timing is always perfect. She received a newletter and was 
about to throw it in the waste basket, but thought, What do I have 
to lose? She read the newsletter which happened to be one in which 
phone numbers of local brethren were included. She called the 
number in her area and spoke with Sr. Linda Larson. They 

See Deaths page 6 
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Quake From page 1 
"We went back inside the house and 

called our daughters, Sr. Rebecca Hess and 
Sr. Rachel Kopak and their families in 
Dayton, Ohio to assure them we were okay. 
After that, the circuits were pretty much cut 
down. We stepped outside again and found 
some of our neighbors by their flashlight 
beams piercing the night, and we gathered 
together to await the dawn. In the pre-dawn 
hours we found ourselves ringed by an 
orange glow from fires that had been sparked 
by broken gas lines or ruptured propane 
tanks. Soon we heard the chop-chop of 
helicopters overhead and the wail of sirens. 
We couldn't then begin to imagine the 
citywide destruction we were yet to see. 

"At dawn we returned to the house to 
find glassware, spices and olive oil all over 
the sink and kitchen floor. In the family 
room more shards and slivers of glass were 
found all over the carpet. In the den two 4-
drawer metal file cabinets had been dragged 
over by the weight of the drawers pitching 
forward, Two top shelves of a bookcase had 
been wrested free and the books flung for-
ward in a jumbled pile about the cabinets.  

of damages began to trickle in and it just 
grew worse by the hour. Br. Leon kept busy 
helping some of the neighbors with their hot 
water tanks which had shifted position. We 
all did have running water which we were 
advised to boil before using, though we had 
an ample supply of bottled water and food. 
We turned off the gas. It was 36 hours 
before power was restored to us, but a much 
longer wait for others. Br. Leon dug out an 
old Coleman lantern and borrowed fuel for 
that night. 

"Neighbors plugged in their portable 
TV's to their auto battery outlets. So we 
watched this sporadically during the next 
two days in amazement as the news re-
vealed the severing of vital traffic arteries 
north of us, destroying scores of structures 
and killing at least 32 persons initially. The 
Antelope Valley (14) Freeway had col-
lapsed onto the Golden State (I-5) Freeway; 
segments of the Santa Monica (I-10) had 
also dropped. A number of off-ramps were 
closed and a section of Simi Valley (118) 
Freeway was closed near the epicenter, and 
the San Diego (405) was partly closed. It 
was estimated that motorists were blocked 

from as 
many as 
128 miles 
of South-
ern Cali-
fornia free-
ways. 
However, 
none of 
these by 
the Lord's 
grace, im-
pede Br. 
Leon's 
work 
routes to 
any great 
extent. 
(On Sun-
days we 
have to 
take differ-

ent 'on and off-ramps' to and from our 
meeting in La Habra.) 

"Los Angeles' nightmare of major free-
way damage had truly begun. Later we 
could only stare aghast at the mind-bog-
gling freeway traffic backed up nearly 10 
miles on the northbound Golden Gate Free-
way and wondered, How will they cope? 
As the days sped by, however, we were 
warmed and thrilled by seeing 'people help-
ing people' instead of viewing the custom-
ary media fare. 

"We began calling our Valley brethren 
to see how the Lord had carried them  

through. They all had some breakage inside 
their homes and general disarray also. Two 
sisters lost the top portions of their chim-
neys which rolled off their roofs. One's 
stove toppled over and the fireplace and 
block wall were rendered unstable. A few 
families sustained cracks inside their homes, 
and in one house the chimney tilted, and 
where a room had been added there was a 
splitting fissure. But despite these many 
traumas, all the dear brethren were keeping 
their faith strong, though quite shaken physi-
cally, as we were. We realize these material 
things are as nothing, and that our true 
treasures are in heaven. Again, we thrilled 
at the Lord's marvelous care over His people. 

"`O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out!' Romans 11:33 

"Early Tuesday morning Jan. 18, Br. 
Leon and I drove two blocks to our local 
shopping center and found most of the 
stores already boarded up. The supermar-
ket had opened and personnel were allow-
ing only 5 persons in at a time for necessi-
ties; there was a waiting line of 100 or more. 
We peered through the windows and saw 
gaping holes in the ceiling where most of 
the tiles were down. Dumpsters along the 
glass walls were piled high with tiles, insu-
lation material, broken jars of food and 
trash from falling debris. We drove past 
Kaiser-Permanente Medical Center which 
had collapsed into a tangle of cement, steel 
and glass. Farther up the street we saw 
many 2-story apartments badly cracked that 
had been vacated. (We were to find this 
scenario repeated over and over along 
Ventura Blvd.) We can't begin to imagine 
the terror of the occupants when feeling the 
floors, walls and ceilings breaking up around 
them! The Northridge Fashion Center's 
damage toll is set at 131 million. 

"Our mail delivery resumed on Thurs-
day, Jan. 20. On Friday mid-morning, five 
aftershocks hit us within 21 minutes mea-
suring a magnitude of 4.2 to 4.6 and one at 
3.5 on the Richter scale. I was home alone 
and didn't know whether to stay inside or 
outside! New cracks were appearing in our 
block wall and the original ones were en-
larging after each major quake causing the 
wall to list.. 

"Three hospitals were closed indefinitely 
because of structural damage: St. John's 
Hospital and Health Center, the VA Hospi-
tal complex in North Hills, and the L.A. 
County Psychiatric Pavillon. Eleven of the 
Valley's 37 hospitals were working but 
with some limitations such as Northridge 
Medical Center that cared for patients in a 
parking lot. Olive View Medical Center 

Golden State 1-5 Freeway 
Another bookcase had fallen over in a back 
room. One of my mother's paintings had 
been pierced by a drawer edge. A large 
mirror which had hung over the fireplace 
lay shattered on the floor. Later we found 
only a hairline crack in the living room and 
another in the corner. Our outside block 
wall was damaged. The two top rows of 
bricks in a 10-foot corner had toppled into 
the alley. The adjacent section had a jagged 
crack and was tilting. We thought to begin 
cleaning up but didn't know where to start. 

"We tuned into the news reports on our 
battery operated radio. Gradually, reports 
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(had to be rebuilt after the 1971 earthquake) 
temporarily evacuated 340 patients due to 
minor damage such as a sheared-off fire-
sprinkler head. As of Feb. 12, over 8,600 
injuries were treated and 2,567 were admit-
ted to hospitals due to earthquake injuries; 
no deaths were reported as occurring in 
hospitals as a result of structural damage. 

"As of Feb. 18, there were over 5,000 
aftershocks, though we only felt some of the 
major ones, unless we would count the 
numerous 'creaking' sounds we heard in 
the attic the first two weeks. There were at 
least four aftershocks in the 5.0 plus range 
up until Jan. 30. One was at 3:20 a.m. on 
Jan. 28 when Br. Leon said, 'Here we 
go again.' That gave my heart a lurch! 
This one dropped a portion of an 
already weakened parking structure 
at California State University at 
Northridge (CSUN) further crippling 
a badly damaged campus. CSUN is 
the first major university in the nation 
to be damaged so extensively. 

"Metrolink commuter rail service 
on its Santa Clarita Line which car-
ried barely 1,000 riders prior to the 
quake, was carrying 16,000 as of Jan. 
25 as it extended its service to 
Lancaster and Palmdale, (fares were 
$208 for a monthly pass)....On Jan. 27 
Metrolink carried 30,500 riders. 
...Freeway damage was estimated at 
$500 million, and school damage at 
$700 million. 

"The death toll as of Jan. 30 was 
61; eighty mobile homes were de-
stroyed in fires that swept through 
three Sylmar parks...Homes, apart-
ments and offices were destroyed or 
severely damaged throughout the Val-
ley, particularly in Granada Hills, 
Norhridge, and Sherman Oaks that suffered 
some of the worst damage in the Valley 
along Ventura Boulevard...which is gap-
toothed with boarded-up storefronts. The 
mail carrier said he once delivered to 665 
addresses, now he has less than 100 stops. 
Beginning Jan. 17 the streets were lined 
with moving vans and rented trucks. This 
was the case also throughout all the stricken 
areas - many with only their automobiles or 
borrowed vehicles to carry away their pos-
sessions. Some had to leave behind all of 
their belongings, for safer quarters or tents. 
Of Sherman Oaks one resident said, 'Now 
the whole area is like a ghost town.' Renters 
and homeowners were forced to vacate 
25,415 dwelling units. And the toll every-
where keeps rising. 

"`Men's hearts failing them for fear, and 
for looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: for the powers of  

heaven shall be shaken.' Luke 21:26 
"The following item, paraphrased, ap-

peared in our local Daily News: The quake's 
thrusting force raised a large portion of the 
San Fernando Valley floor by about a foot 
and pushed up the Santa Susana Mountains 
by 15 inches said Caltech scientists. The 
fault rupture also shifted mountains later-
ally about 9 inches to the northwest. It also 
moved Castaic 4.6 inches inches to the 
southwest; Fillmore 2.1 inches to the west; 
Moorpark 4.1 inches to the west. Scientists 
said large areas were moved horizontally 
which does affect property lines. Scientists 
also released a map showing the largest 

Collapse of CSUN structure 

vertical movement from 12 to 16 inches 
occurred in an area roughly encompassed 
by Oat Mountain and the communities of 
Granada Hills, Northridge and Chatsworth. 
Oat Mountain, the highest point in the Santa 
Susana Mountains that border the northern 
rim of the Valley, moved 12 inches higher 
during the main shock and another 3 inches 
higher during the series of aftershocks. 

"Also, from the Daily News: 'Another 
surprising development in the Jan. 17 
tremblor was that it turned a Redondo Beach 
harbor into quicksand, swallowing cars, 
tilting docks and jostling boats. It's a 
phenomenon called "liquefaction" and it 
caused $4 million damage to streets, park-
ing lots, sea walls, docks, boats, cars and 
buildings along the beach. When it was 
over, 26 cars were partly buried, a suppos-
edly rigid sea wall had bulged 20 feet, and 
11 boats were bumped and scraped. Two  

were hurled onto rocks, leaving holes in 
their hulls. One sank. What happened was 
that vibrations from a magnitude 6.8 quake 
separated sand grains, essentially turning 
them into liquid.' 

"We are rejoicing in the Lord's protec-
tive care over us. We continue to need your 
prayers. 'And when these things begin to 
come to pass then look up, and lift up your 
heads; for your deliverance draweth nigh.' 
Luke 21:28" 

The Sheppelbaums were 
Shaken Also 

We talked with Br. Albert and Sr. Anastasia 
Sheppelbaum after the quake and 
learned that they had felt its shock 
waves, but had only a disarray of 
objects within their home. Sr. 
Anastasia responded at once to our 
request for a testimony. Ed. 

"Many thanks for your loving con-
cern and prayers in our time of need. 
The earthquake proves over and over 
the mighty power of our all loving 
heavenly Father, and how He directs 
`the issues' in the time of trouble to 
turn the hearts and minds of the people, 
and how our Lord is mindful of His 
own also. Nothing befalls us without 
our heavenly Father's knowledge. 

"The lovely concern of the breth-
ren toward us and each other was a rich 
blessing. The love shown called to 
mind many scriptures especially Heb. 
13:1. We had numerous phone calls -
some as far away as Canada, New 
York, Florida, etc. We had talked to 
some brethren here and they too had 
phone calls - from Europe and even 
Australia. 

"Some of our brethren did sustain 
damage to their homes, but no lives were 
lost, and they were housed with either breth-
ren or family members. 

"All we can say is our Lord knows how 
to clear our homes of some of the unneces-
sary things. Our wants are one thing, our 
needs another. 

"May we continue to abide under the 
shadow of His wings and feel His presence 
ever-abiding with us." ❑ 

"Whose voice then shook the earth; but 
now he hath promised saying, Yet once 
more I shake not the earth only, but also 
heaven. 

"And this word, Yet once more, signifieth 
the removing of those things that are shaken, 
as of things that are made, that those things 
which cannot be shaken may remain." Heb 
12:26,27 



Br. Eugene Blicharz 

Sr. Mary Tolwinski 

6 
Deaths From page 3 
conversed a couple of hours that day, and the next several days. She 
attended the next Sunday meeting and went on to consecration. 

Sr. Amelia loved the Lord and would talk aloud to him all day 
long. She loved the writings of Br. Russell and the doctrines of 
Present Truth; she could not understand how anyone would be 
satisfied with anything else. She finally succumbed to cancer. Just 
a couple of days before she died, one of the brethren reviewed with 
her in detail the joys beyond the veil. She whispered, "We'll be 
there together." 

■ Br. Dean Lester Keaton finished his course on Nov. 27, 1993 
at the age of 76, of congestive heart failure. He made his 
consecration July 1950 and was immersed at Bowling Green 
Convention, July 1951. Married in Nov. 1950, he and his wife Sr. 
Mary (Maggie) shared a consecrated walk of 43 years. 

Br. Keaton served the Greensboro NC Ecclesia as elder for 38 
years, until they moved to Mahomet, IL to join their children: Sr. 
Pam and Br. Bruce Keaton, and Sr. Gail Grabner. Br. Ed Grabner 
gave the discourse at the memorial service in Mahomet on Dec. 4. 

Sr. Keaton (622 Williamson Court, Mahomet, IL 61853) writes: 
"I thank the Lord for the courage and strength He supplies through 
the Truth and the loving sentiments of the brethren that enable us 
to rejoice in Br. Dean's victory, and long for the day when we too 
can hear that 'Well done!' from our loving Head!" 

■ Br. Eugene Blicharz of Suffern, New York entered into rest on 
Feb. 13 of cardiac arrest. A victim of multiple sclerosis, he was 
stricken at age 27 and died one week before his 63rd birthday. 
Throughout his afflicted 36 years he was given loving care and 
encouragement by his mother Sr. 
Stefania. He is remembered by 
family as being a gentle, cooperative 
patient. "As a young man," his 
brother Mitchell said, "Gene 
enjoyed tracting, and his chief joy in 
life always was telling about God's 
Kingdom!" While he still retained 
his speech, a sister recalls, that Br. 
Gene called numbers from the 
phone book every morning, and 
gave a brief witness to everyone he 
contacted. A powerful witness from 
a wheelchair! 

Special mention of gratitude was 
made of Gene's brother-in-law Br. 
Nikoden, for his faithful service 
(among others) in transporting him 
to and from meetings for all the years he was able to attend. 

He leaves a consecrated family: his beloved mother Sr. Stefania 
Blicharz, 16 Washington Cir., Suffern, NY 10901; three brothers, 
Walter, Edmund and Mitchell; a sister Lillian Kasperowicz; one 
niece and two nephews. Br. Gene's funeral witness, attended by 
75, was given by Br. Leo Post of Rutherford, NJ. 

■Br. Weston Thornberg of the Bible Students Retirement Center 
in Gresham,Oregon where he had lived little more than a year, 
finished his earthly course in early February at the age of 83. 
Formerly, he resided in Rockford, IL for most of his life, and was 
an elder in the Rockford Ecclesia for many years. He served 
brethren also in surrounding classes. 

Br. Thornberg had been afflicted with periods of depression, 
especially severe, since his wife Sr. Thresa's death in 1985. He left 
no survivors. 

A memorial service was officiated by Br. Tim Krupa at the 
Center on Feb. 11 followed by a testimony meeting attended by 
about 50 of the residents.  

■ Sr. Mary Tolwinski finished her earthly course on Dec. 29, 
1993 at the age of 92. She first heard the Truth in 1934 from a 
witness by her neighbor Br. 
Kazierski in Detroit, MI and 
consecrated in 1935. What 
attracted Sr. Mary and her 
husband to the Truth, was the 
Resurrection Hope. They were 
Catholic at the time and had 
recently lost a four-year-old son 
(first child) to diphtheria. It 
devastated them and the Truth 
helped them recover. They 
attended Polish meetings with 
their four children for many 
years, and later the English 
meetings. 

Sr. Tolwinski moved to 
Edison, NJ in 1980 to be near her 
daughter, Virginia Rawson who 
cared for her needs until her 
death. She enjoyed fellowship and Studies with New Brunswick 
brethren and various conventions throughout the years. She gave 
a witness of the Kingdom Hope to her friends at the Senior Citizen 
Residence who will miss her, as well as her family. 

Survived by two consecrated daughters: Sr. Verna Roguski, 
5128 E. Calle del Sol, Cave Creek, AZ 85331, and Sr. Virginia 
Rawson 60 Jersey Avenue, Edison, NJ 08820; one son John 
Tolwin; Sr. Claudia Hislop and Sr. Janet Elbert, two of seven 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren. 

■ Sr. Alta Mildred Musgrove of Garden Grove, California, on 
Jan. 18 ended her consecrated walk of 78 years at the age of 90. She 
had lived with her daughter Patricia Morris (15425 Harbor Blvd 
#135, Fountain Valley, CA 92708) who gave her loving care until 
she moved to Garden Grove, to be nearer needed medical service, 
after breaking a hip about 1988. 

Sr. Alta, an only child born to Truth parents, was nurtured in the 
Truth by her father, an elder active in the harvest work in Br. 
Russell's day, in the Los Angeles area and earlier in Kansas and 
Colorado. 

The loss of her only son in an auto accident was a great tragedy 
in her life. In her later years she endured many afflictions and much 
pain that could not be fully alleviated. On Nov, 13, Sr. Alta broke 
her other hip and was hospitalized until her death. She is survived 
by a loving family of 44: two daughters, eleven grandchildren, 28 
great-grandchildren and three great-great-grandchildren. 

When asked to name her mother's outstanding quality Patricia 
responded immediately: "Her undying devotion to God, to Christ 
and her brethren. Her faith was tried severely but she persevered 
faithfully to the end!" 

■Br. Herbert Chudzik of North Aurora, Illinois died in a Rehab 
Center on Feb. 7, at 79 years. He had suffered a massive stroke in 
December and was in a coma about a week. But he recovered 
sufficiently to attempt rehabilitation. 

Br. Herbert was the only child of Truth parents who were 
members of the Aurora, IL Ecclesia over 50 years. During WW II 
he was stationed in Pennsylvania where he met his wife Sr. Irene 
to whom he witnessed the Truth. She accepted it and consecrated 
without delay. They were married 50 years. In the past ten years 
they attended the Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. 

Survived by his wife Sr. Irene, 219 Maplewood, North Aurora, 
IL 60542; a son Br. James, and a daughter Marsha; three grandchil-
dren. Br. Andrew Jarmola officiated at his service attended by 50 
family, friends and brethren. ❑ 
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Harvest News 
"Sing praises to the Lord who dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings." Psa. 9:11 

Truth Working in Hearts Worldwide 
In the Ukraine 

Br. Walter Hrechuk of Winnipeg Bible Students reports on the work 
going forward in the Ukraine. Ed. 
It was a great blessing to visit the brethren in Europe in 1992. Since 
1989, the Lord has opened the door, making it possible to send 
Truth literature to the Ukraine and Russia. With the aid of the 
computer, we were able to print the Ukrainian Dawn journal 
(Reprint articles) and also the Volumes, and other books. To date 
we have printed Volumes 1,2,3,5,6; Heavenly Manna; Tabernacle 
Shadows; God's Promises Come True; Kingdom of God, and the 
Photodrama in the Ukrainian language, a total of 10 books. 

The brethren in the Ukraine are rejoicing that the Lord has made 
this possible, that Truth literature, sent by mail, reaches their door. 
Because of the many thousands of pieces of literature sent to the 
Ukraine, it is now necessary to reprint some of these books, as our 
present stock is almost depleted. We are thankful to all the brethren 
who supported this work, and thankful to the Lord that the brethren 
in Winnipeg were able to do this. 

We wish to share some of the letters that were received from the 
brethren, and those interested in Truth literature: 

Rejoicing that Kingdom "will be to all people!" 
Dear Brethren: We are thankful for the literature that we received, 
God's Plan of the Ages, hymn book, and booklets in the Russian 
language. We also received Ukr. literature which will be translated 
for us here. I am rejoicing to learn of the glad tidings of the kingdom 
which shall be to all people. I am sending you 3 new addresses, as 
they are very interested also. Please send me a Russian Bible. This 
knowledge is the desire in our hearts. With respect, S. S., Irkutska, 
Russia. 

"Keep sending Manna in our wilderness condition" 
Dear Brothers and Sisters: I wish to inform you that I have received 
all the literature sent to me. I have joy in my heart, for your great 
labours of love, sending us the works of Pastor Russell. May the 
Lord continue to bless you that you are helping the brethren in the 
Ukraine grow spiritually. We have hope that you will not forsake 
us, and keep sending us the much needed Manna, in the midst of our 
wilderness conditions. Your Brother, K. I., Zakarpatska, Ukraine. 

Spiritually Rich by Reading the Truth 
Dear Brethren in Canada: I received literature from you for which 
I am thankful. I am a pensioner. With our economic situation here 
in the Ukraine, it is very difficult to make ends meet. Since I came 
in contact with the truth, I spend more time reading which makes 
me spiritually rich. May the Lord continue to bless you. I wish to 
convey my love to all the brethren. B. M., Rovno, Ukraine. 

"Your literature appealed to me very much..." 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: I am from a Christian family. 
When I was 7 years old my father died. Now I am in grade 10. My 
friend gave me your address. When I received your literature and 
read it, it appealed to me very much. Please send me more. I have 
great faith in God, and I trust He will help me to serve Him. S. M., 
Zastaw, Cherniwtsi. 

Requests Children's Book of Simpler Truths 
Praise be unto Jesus Christ: By profession I am a school teacher. 
Faith in God and Jesus was not taught. Now that we have freedom, 

I am preaching the Word of God with great attention to my family, 
and also to my nieces and nephews that in their early years they may 
know God's word and His promises. Please send me a children's 
book, as they cannot understand deeper things now. Please 
continue to send us spiritual food for our growth in the Lord. K. K., 
Rzawentsi, Cherniwtsi. 

Happy to Contact People with Such Understanding 
Good Day: Although you do not know me, yet you sent me the 
books that I wrote for. I am very happy that I contacted people with 
such understanding. I am sorry that I cannot pay for the books. I 
noticed that you care for the spiritual welfare of others. Please send 
us whatever books possible and also literature for my children. 
Please send us a Bible and your journal. May you be granted health 
to carry on the good work. D. M., Iwano-Frankiwsk. 

"From our Lord's Second Presence begins a new day!" 
Dear Editor: Love and greetings in Jesus precious name. Thank 
you for all the books that you have sent us. The writings of the 
Pastor are jewels for us. We understand your labors of love to do 
all this work. From our Lord's second presence begins a new day. 
He has come as the Sun to chase away the darkness and errors of 
the past. The books sent to us will be used by all the brethren in our 
class. With love to all. P. H., Wynyky, Lviv. 

"Please...help us understand the truth better..." 
Dear Brethren: Peace unto you. I have recently joined with a class 
of our brethren in our city. At our meetings we have studies. The 
children are with us. Please send more literature to help us 
understand the truth better, and also something for our children to 
read and learn. Your Sister in Christ. R. M., Ternopil. 

"I would like to teach [my children] the truth also..." 
Dear Brethren: I met some brethren who believe the teachings of 
Br. Russell. I am very interested in these teachings also. If possible, 
please send me some of his books. I have children, and I would like 
to teach them the truth also, that we may not be contaminated with 
error. Thanking you in advance. May the Lord bless you in this 
much needed work. U. S., Kolod, Rovno. 

"I would like to know more about the plan of God" 
Good Day dear Believers: Unexpectedly your literature fell into 
my hands. As I was riding to work on the train, one lady handed 
me your journal. I started to read it and became very interested. 
You advertise various books and ask people to write for them. 
Please send me some of your books and journal, and also a Bible. 
I would like to know more about the plan of God. Z. M., Lutsk. 

"Brethren served us with discourses...we will never forget!" 
Our dear Brethren: We send our sincere love and greetings to all the 
brethren. We are very thankful to the brethren who visited us from 
the Canada and the U.S.A. in 1992. We invited the brethren in our 
area (about 40) and together we rejoiced greatly. We felt the 
Christian unity. We thank you very much for your love to the 
brethren, sending them the Volumes that you printed, and your 
journal, to help us to be firm in the faith. The brethren served us 
with discosurses and study periods, and this we will never forget. 
We hope that you will be able to visit us again. We remain with 
fervent love to all the brethren. W.P. and M.H., Dobreniwtsi, 
Cherniwtsi. See Harvest page 8 
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Harvest From page 7 

School Teacher Asks for Books to Teach Children Religion 
Dear Brethren: We greet you with Psa. 116:12-14. We thank the 
Lord for His great love on our behalf. We thank Him for His Word 
and the spiritual food received, by which we can grow more in the 
likeness of Jesus. Our school teacher asked if we could supply her 
with books to teach the children religion. Thank you for your help. 
May the Lord continue to help you in proclaiming the truth. W.I., 
Zelowka, Chemiwtsi. 

Priest requests "all your books" to help with Sermons 
Respected Friends: Praise unto Jesus Christ. I am a priest from the 
Ukraine. I was introduced to your literature, and have great interest 
in your writings. Please send me your journal, children's book, and 
all your books that you publish. It will help me with my sermons. 
If possible, I would like to receive your literature also in the Russian 
and English language. We would appreciate a video-cassette of 
your discourses and spiritual activities. We wish to have these in 
our library for further use. Wishing you the Lord's blessing. V. M., 
Xmelnetska, Ukraine. 

"Your religion has some logic..." 
Editor: I am not a Christian, and have no interest in religion. I came 
in contact with your publication, and scanning through it, I found 
that your religion has some logic, and it has created interest for me. 
Please send me your Plan book...Ukraine. 

Ukrainian Dawn Bible Students, P. 0. Box 3511 Sta. B., 
Winnipeg. Manitoba, R2W 3R4 Canada. ❑ 

In Rotterdam 

"Divine Plan" Listener Loses Job for Praying Over Lunch 
Br. H. Schoemaker of Rotterdam corresponds with Br. Charles 
Chambers who sent his letter to the Newsletter. Ed. 

"Thank you for your reply and the brochures of Dec. 23. It is so 
good to learn there are more people who take God at His Word. 

"I went through the information you sent and it is shocking to see 
what the popes dare to call themselves - and did in the past. It really 
is what the Bible says, we don't have to fight against men, but 
`against the powers of darkness...' 

"Maybe you will like to know that people are coming to the 
Bible Studies we give at our home, from different denominations. 
One older man (72) used to go to Jehovah's Witnesses but since he 
attends our studies he gave up to go there because (as he put it) 
`there are many who claim to speak the truth. You say you want 
to speak and live the doctrines you find in the Bible ignoring all 
manmade doctrines. For me, this is closer to the truth than I have 
ever found.' It seems God is really testing us to see how far we will 
go to keep loyal to Him. 

"First, I lost my job because I was praying for my food as usual, 
until a new director in the company let me know he would 
appreciate if I would stop doing so. I used to be an EDP manager 
and had an extremely high salary, although I did not live up to that 
standard. I used much of that money for worldwide crusades, 
church building, etc. Doing so I have been to many countries. 

"We were not able to keep our car, we had to sell our house, and 
many things that had value; while yearly the prices go up and 
government support gets smaller. Meantime, I found many of my 
friends are not loyal as I thought.... 

"I hope to hear again from you, and may God bless you in the 
work you may do in your part of the vineyard. Your brother in 
Christ." 

In Estonia 

Br. Gregory Bologa of Middletown, NY is sharing with the brethren 
letters he has received from a brother who found the Truth and 
came out from the Jehovah's Witnesses, in Estonia. Ed. 

Life Changed - found the Truth 
Br. Erik Pikkoja 
"...We need your help. And we deeply appreciate your brotherly 
love, sharing with us the precious truth. How good it is to know the 
pure truth and giving ourselves under God's leading care. It is a 
wonder, the time we live in and of the amazing things happening 
around us. Above all, I love the truth. 

"In spite of my busy profession, everyday I continue praying 
God to lead me by the holy spirit into all His truth and to help me 
to do His will. For this reason I realize that I need to read more Bible 
literature that is more or less free of error. The truth is and must be 
pure, and that is I'm looking for. There are many people around 
here who sincerely are looking for the truth even among their 
religious organizations. They are looking for right solution, but on 
their own are not able to do much. They are aware of not having 
the pure gospel and be sure of salvation. I have a sincere desire to 
help them as much as I can. 

"Long time I prayed about this matter and recently a good friend 
of mine found in the library of our university the book, The Divine 
Plan of the Ages, and after that moment all my life is changed. I 
knew that I found the truth and now in some way I can help even 
others. After that, in the same library I found some records of those 
who in the past studied this book (The Divine Plan of the Ages), and 
immediately I start to search for those people, then I met a 
gentleman by the name Nell° Sarv' and he gave me the address of 
Br. Gregory Bologa. How glad I am now, here in our city 'Tartu,' 
we are 24 persons who appreciate the present truth and there are 
others scattered here and there all over Estonia. Among us are some 
of those that came out of Jehovah's Witnesses, they also desire to 
put themselves in God's hands. I'm confident, that here in Estonia 
is just the beginning and many people need help to get purer 
understanding of the truth.... 

Prayed for Truth - Three Years 
"I feel like my life is guided by providence from above. I met in 
my life Jehovah's Witnesses but while I was with them, the truth 
that I learned came to me in the vague manner, and many things 
remain not clear. But I never gave up and never lost my hope. I 
accepted the situation but at the same time together with other 
friends from among the Witnesses never stop looking for answer 
that would satisfy our need for the truth. Certain truths we found 
and then we expose openly among local congregation some of the 
errors published in the Witnesses' literature. Now I can see that 
here in Estonia is going to happen a great and drastic change among 
Witnesses. I feel that I'm in the position to be of some help to the 
brethren here who are sincerely looking for real Bible truth. People 
are suffering in this organization, many of them feel that something 
is missing that they don't know and without help at this moment 
they are unable to bring significant change. At this point of our 
helplessness I determined every morning deeply to pray and bring 
supplications before God, asking Him to guide my life and to open 
me His truth. I persisted praying and bringing supplications before 
God for three years, then God answered my prayers and by His 
providence I met Bible Students, then I understood that finally I got 
the truth.... 

"Dear brethren, please send me all the volumes, Studies in the 
Scriptures from the pen of Pastor Russell and if you are able all 
other literature from his pen in English language, for I speak 
English, I would greatly appreciate your service." ❑ 
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The Newsletter was born out of doctrinal controversy and has since 
endeavored to serve and uphold the Harvest Message - "Present 
Truth." Our historic position is well known to most of our brethren. 

A problem has arisen over time by the changing positions of 
some ecclesias and elders with whom there was unanimity of belief 
and purpose 21 years ago when the Newletter service began. 
Because the sponsors of the Bible Students Newsletter believe that 
conventions are teaching sessions, they cannot list conventions 
where there is doctrinal disagreement with the requesting ecclesia. 
Thus the need for clarification. 

After much discussion and prayerful consideration the Editorial 
Committee sought the opinions of more than 65 elders in the U.S. 
and Canada. Their helpful input has led to this resolution of our 
problem: 

The Statement of Purpose (on the back panel) now refers the 
reader to the Conventions page for guidelines on the submission of 
convention listings. Pertinent extracts from the following para-
graphs will be printed on the Conventions page in each issue. 

The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia sponsors the Bible 
Students Newsletter, and its elders are the Editorial Committee. It 
asks that ecclesias requesting convention listings be in harmony 
with this clarification of its Statement of Purpose, which includes 
(but is not limited to) agreement on the following seven points: 

1. That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant 
of Matt. 24:45-47; 

2. That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began his reign;  

3. That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 
Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant to be established 
with the nation of Israel after the Church class is glorified; 

4. Belief in and affirmation of the Truths of the Six Volumes of 
Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other 
writings of Pastor C. T. Russell; 

5. That the door to the High Calling is still open (Rom. 11:25); 

6. That the Church shares in the Sin-offering (Rom.6:3-6,10,11); 

7. That the Times of Restitution began in 1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 

Beginning with the 1994 Fall issue of the Newsletter, please 
indicate if your ecclesia is in agreement with these points when 
requesting listings of conventions. It is not our purpose to overrule 
the judgment and autonomy of the ecclesias. We simply desire to 
keep the standard of the Newsletter high and to remain loyal to the 
Truth. 

The sponsors continue to invite information for publication on 
the personal welfare of all brothers and sisters of the household of 
faith - their immersions, afflictions, isolations, testimonials, deaths, 
etc. The Newsletter's mission includes the privilege of keeping the 
brotherhood informed of the welfare of individual brethren. It can 
fulfil its mission, however, only to the extent that brethren cooper-
ate by sending information, each from his own quarter. 

May our Present Lord help us to uphold the Truth which has 
blessed us all exceedingly! 

Bible Students Newsletter Annual Report -1993 
The Newsletter reached its maturity in 1993 
and has now completed a full 21 years of 
publishing news of the Lord's brethren. 
What a singular and blessed privilege it has 
been! 

Living in this wonderful Day of the 
Lord, the opportunities for service are al-
most unlimited - a fact reflected in the 
Newsletter's columns. 

Last year, you read about the Historic 
Mission to Israel and the unprecedented 
reception by the Jews of, Israel: Appoint-
ment with Destiny; later, of a Pope's visit to 
Denver, Colorado and the expose'of Catho-
lic dogma he met there, both in pamphlet 
and the press. 

Also reported were the enlarged activi-
ties by Canadian brethren in the Ukraine 
and nearby provinces - former Iron Curtain 
countries. The abject hunger of the people 
there for a knowledge of God, is being met 
in part, with the beautiful Truth of the 
Scriptures, to the extent of hands and means 
available to supply it. 

In Romania, the expansion of printing 
opportunities for Truth spreading, is being 
facilitated through desktop publishing tech- 

nology, supplied by American brethren. 
And most recently, the crack that ap-

peared in the Bamboo Curtain in China, has 
admitted "a little light." 

These are but a few of present day won-
ders, being performed by "a little band" of 
the Lord's messengers in "the day of small 
things." These wonders and more, have 
been reported by the Newsletter in the past 
year alone. What wonders might the imme-
diate future hold, is a thought in many 
minds? Whatever they may be, we trust, the 
Lord will continue our privileges of News-
letter service to our brethren. 

Concerning our financial report, we note 
that contributions and expenses were both 
much increased over any previous year. 
But both are distorted by costs deferred 
from 1992. These are the production costs 
of the Israel Supplement and the Winter 
issue printed in December 1992. 

A gift for underwriting the Supplement 
was received in 1993, and other gifts also 
were made that anticipated higher printing 
expenditures for the year. Thus total contri-
butions of $10,104 covered expenses of 
$10,022. 

Our gratitude to the Lord is great! and 
also to our brethren for their loving support: 
their prayers, services rendered and finan-
cial gifts. May the Lord keep us in his 
loving care in the coming year and grant us 
all, further privileges to glorify him in our 
minds and bodies which are his. Following 
is our accounting for the year. 

Financial Report 

Funds at Jan. 1, 1993 $11,538 

Income 
Contributions $10,104 
Interest 584 

Total Income 10,688 

Total Funds 22,226 

Expenses 
Graphics 6,655 
Postage 2,877 
L.D. Calls 268 
Supp/Sery 222 

Total Expenses 10,022 

Funds at Dec. 31, 1993 $12,204 

Our Lord's Memorial, Friday, March 25 after six P.M 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"...And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God." Psa. 40:3 

Introducing a New Couple in the Truth 
Br. Joe Knapp, Chicago, Illinois. 
"This is like a triple testimony. The year has been loaded with 
blessings, many in the way of trials. One of the greatest occurred 
at Jackson where I met a couple there who was new to the Truth -
Jack and Nita Lamb; I met them, I fellowshipped a long time and 
was richly blessed. I got up to testify and thought there was nothing 
I could do better than to introduce these new brethren to the 
brethren in Jackson. That is what I did and that's what I am going 
to do now because they are here. As they come up I am going to 
tell you that Br. Jack and Sr. Nita have had Volume I for over ten 
years. His mother had it and he picked it up when his brother was 
sick, prior to his death, began reading and though doubtful at first, 
became totally convinced. Sr. Nita took a little while longer and 
became convinced also. They have witnessed to many in their 
family. A daughter and son-in-law and about 12 persons are 
interested in the Truth because of what they have done. He has most 
of the books and the Volumes, and has been corresponding with 
Chicago all along, and thought Chicago was the only place in the 
world where there were brethren... They came to Jackson - the first 
time they met any brethren. They couldn't wait to get back to 
Chicago to our convention. This is Jack and Nita..." 

A Letter of Testimony 

"Powers of the World to Come" 
Sr. Margaret Guy, Palmyra, West Australia notified us of Br. 
Vivian Bateson's death (see Entered Rest), and has sent also news 
of the Class at Perth: 

"Our little Class is now 10 - at full muster, and we hold our 
meetings at the home of Br. Price every Sunday from 10:45 a.m. till 
3 p.m. We are currently studying Hebrews in the morning, then we 
stop for a light lunch recommencing at 1:30. We have just finished 
Tabernacle Shadows, and next week we begin Vol. 2 for the 
afternoon study. 

Our Br. and Sr. Walker can now very rarely attend as they are 
now in a Nursing Home, but so far have managed to meet with us 
at Memorial Services. 

How blessed we are to have this mental vision of 'The powers 
of the world to come,' (Heb. 6:5) to sustain our faith at this time of 
the dissolving of the Powers of this World. All around us is 
increasing desolation and as Proverbs 29:18 says 'Where there is 
no vision the people perish,' - how true! As we see the sorrow, 
heartache and destruction increasing, we pray even more fervently 
`Thy Kingdom Come,' and seek increasing supplies of Grace and 
rich infilling of the Holy Spirit that we may prove faithful and make 
our 'calling and election sure. —  

Testimonies at Chicago, IL Dec. 31 - Jan. 1: 

Opportunity to Witness a Blessing! 
Sr. Colleen Stewart, Chicago Bible Students. 
"...One of the memorables of the year has been the Press....I really 
enjoy working with the brethren there and what I've learned with 
the machinery has been a blessing. I was in Columbus for 
Christmas with my family after which I drove down to Circleville 
and my car broke down on the way. I had a man tow it to the closest 
service station. They had to tow it to a Honda dealer. I was 
concerned with how I was going to pay for whatever had to be fixed. 
They told me the problem with the car was the ignition and that 
particular car was on a recall list for that problem. Therefore, it was 
under warranty and I wouldn't have to worry about paying for it or 
for the towing bill. I was so happy to find that out. On the trip back 
to Chicago that night I found out exactly why I had that problem 
with the car. I had an opportunity to witness to someone on the bus. 
It was a wonderful blessing for me..." 

Worried..."Can we hold fast?" 
Br. Francis Earl, Washington, DC. 
"...My tours this year have taken me from Israel to San Diego. I 
want to pay a compliment to the Chicago - Mid-western brethren. 
I don't believe I have ever seen as much openness as I have seen 
here. I am refreshed by memories of brethren that I have met 
before. This is my first Winter Convention, we were here in 1980 
the last time in the Spring. I continue to worry about, Are we really 
prepared for what is ahead of us? I am not talking about the 
afterlife, but what is going to come before us in the nex few years. 
I hope we are. If we are not putting those blocks in our building here 
for the next age, solidly in our hearts, things may be rough for us 
in the future, because not always will we have these good times -
these times are about to end. It is only the doctrines and things we 
believe and the love that we have for our brethren that is going to 
carry us through this thing, and I hope we are prepared for it. This 
is what worries me...." 

Thankful to God for Beautiful Truth 
Sr. Nita Lamb, Arab, Alabama 
"First I would like to thank my heavenly Father for opening my 
mind to his beautiful Truth. In every one of you I see part of that 
beauty. You are just a blessing to us. We live in Alabama, and Jack 
and I just study together. But those who will let us, we will study 
with them too. We are enjoying the Truth so very much. I am just 
rejoicing deep within. The year '93 will always be a memorial to 
me. Also I would like to thank each of you for remembering me in 
your prayers in my experience right after I left the Jackson 
Convention. I had a blood clot and a heart attack. Everything is 
fine now, no damage, but it was really a lesson to me. I thank God 
for it. I never thought I would see the day I would be thankful for 
an experience like that, but it has been a blessing. We want to meet 
all of you and we need your prayers." 

Divine Plan Kept Pulling me Back 
Br. Jack Lamb, Arab, Alabama 
"...I had the occasion in '74 of coming out of the Worldwide Church 
of God, the Armstrongites. My wife and I were well ingrained in 
that, but there were a lot of answers I couldn't figure out. I tried to 
find out who the Bridegroom was, who Christ was, and where he 
came from, what was his purpose. I never got any answers. After 
a period of time I finally decided (what Br. Russell had said) 'The 
creed bed was too short.'...Those people were honest and sincere 
and we had a lot of friends with them, but we finally decided there 
was nothing more there. I always tried to read the Bible to 
understand it - to get it to say what they said it said. But I couldn't 
get it to do that. 

"When we left the Worldwide Church of God I began to study 
and pray, 'Father, here it is, I am almost 50 years-old, I've been 
seeking you for years, I don't have an understanding. If there is any 
way, I would like my mind to be opened.' This went on for about 
7 years. In 1981, I lived about 60 miles from my mother, a widow, 
and my brother who was dying with cancer....I decided to stay with 
her until Neil's death occurred. In reading the Scriptures [before], 
I had tried to read what they said it said, now I decided to read what 
it did say. I went through the New Testament about 15 times, trying 

See Brethren page 12 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God." I Peter 4:10 

To Our Readers 
Will You Help Us? 

If and when you move, please send the 
Newsletter your new address promptly. We 
desire to have each issue reach every reader 
on our list, but when any are returned 
without address correction the name is 
pulled from our files to avoid future return 
charges. When a new address is furnished, 
another copy is mailed at $.75; with original 
mailing of $.16 and a $.35 return charge, the 
total cost is $1.26. 

We appreciate all the cooperation we 
receive from brethren, and realize it is 
difficult to remember so many small mat-
ters when changing one's residence. We 
believe, however, that the Lord requires us 
to use with care the funds he provides, so we 
will appreciate your help. Send new ad-
dresses or information to: Bible Students 
Newsletter, P 0 Box 33, Centerville, OH 
45459-0033. 

New Address Repeated 

Mrs Alvin Raffel, 
Bible Students Newsletter* 
4013 Royal Oak Drive 
Dayton, OH 45429-3222 
(513) 294-4260 
(* Not the official address) 

Wants Harvest Gleanings Vol. I 
Br. Kenneth Glaze, 500 Virginia Ave., Apt 
902, Towson, MD 21286, informs us that 
when moving in Dec. 1992, he lost several 
books. All have been replaced but Harvest 
Gleanings Vol. I. He is willing to pay for 
the volume and mailing costs, if one can be 
found. Write, or call: (410) 825-7955. 

Witness in India 
At Bangalore,India on their All Saints Day, 
the brethren and their young children 
distributed 20,000 tracts in English, 
Kannada, and Tamil, at the churches. 

Reported by Br. Ric Cunningham from 
India. 

Electronic Mail 
A number of brethren have contacted the 
Newsletter recently regarding the subject of 
Electronic Mail (known as E-mail). 

Several brethren are performing research 
on the subject and its possible uses for Bible 
Students. The results of this research will 
be made available this Summer. 

In the meantime, brethren who subscribe 
to such services as Compuserve, America 
On Line, etc., who wish to contact other 
brethren connected to these services are 
invited to leave an E-mail message with Br. 
Allen Springer through America On Line 
under the screen name AGS 1874. 

New Secretaries 

Associated Bible Students 
Metropolitan Detroit 
Randy Gowryluk 
8648 Darlington Cr. 
Windsor, Ont. N8S 4M6 
(519) 944-5761 

Bible Students Congregation of 
New Brunswick 
Mrs. O.B. Elbert 
113 Kamm Ave. 
South River, NJ 08882 
(908) 390-1292 

Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
Mrs. Daniel Larson 
5445 W. 149th Street 
Oak Forest, IL 60452 
(708) 535-2066 

Columbus (OH) Bible Students 
Mrs. Lauren Stewart 
46 Millfield Avenue 
Westerville, OH 43081 
(614) 890-1814 

Victoria BC Bible Students 
Linda Hohenacker 
107-707 Esquimalt Road 
Victoria, BC V9A 3L7 

Bible Students Aid Foundation 
Please note the above address 
which was given in the 1993 
[Spring] issue. The forwarding 
service has expired. 

New Addresses Needed 

Mr & Mrs Ken Carnes 
4480 Wamplers Lake Road 
Brooklyn, MI 49230 

Mr & Mrs Gary Norris 
1377 Middleburg Road 
Naperville, IL 60540 

Mr & Mrs. Andrew Weeks 
55 Fairway Drive 
Glendale Heights, IL 60139 

Printed Discourses Offered 
Br. Marion Schrock has a file of printed 
sermons and articles from the Discourse 
Service which the late Br. Ted Smith 
conducted for a number of years. He will 
send them (prepaid) to anyone desiring to 
have them. Write: Marion Schrock, 705 
1/2 Riley Court, Coshocton, OH 43812. 

Trustees Annual Report 

We are privileged to publish for the 
Foundation, the Annual Report of the 
Trustees for 1993 which follows. Ed. 

During 1993, the sixth full year of operation 
of the Foundation, the Trustees rejoiced 
once again to respond to numerous requests 
for aid. The Trustees deem it a special 
privilege to be able to make the necessary 
arrangements to give the Lord's resources 
to those with special financial needs and to 
offer prayers on their behalf. 

We express our thanks to every brother 
and sister everywhere who provided prayer 
support for the Foundation's operation. Only 
by the wisdom from above can the Trustees 
rightly decide how to allocate limited re-
sources amongst so many legitimate cases 
of need. 

Also, we acknowledge with gratitude all 
the temporal contributions made by the 
brethren. Every gift manifests a good heart 
and a loving concern for one another. Al- 

though each gift to the Foundation, no 
matter how small, is very much appreci-
ated, the Trustees hope that brethren of 
lesser means are not overextending them-
selves in their generosity. The Lord's will 
should be earnestly sought in the giving of 
alms as well as in all other matters compris-
ing our walk in Christ. 

We ask for a continuing interest in your 
prayers in the year ahead, that we all might 
be partners in fighting the good fight of faith 
and assisting one another, through Christ, 
and doing what we can to hasten the full 
establishment of the incoming kingdom of 
peace and righteousness. John 13:35 

Financial Report 
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 1993 

Total Grants 
to brethren in need 
	

$34,905.00 

Cash contributions 
from brethren 	 7,262.00 
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many translations, searching here and there. 

"At mothers's I was frozen there, and knew I had to stay with her 
throughout. I was nervous - still looking for the Truth. When I went 
there I didn't take anything with me [to read]. In going through 
some of her stuff, Lo and behold, here was a little green book, 
Divine Plan of the Ages. I scanned it a bit and said, `Mother, here 
you go again, what group did you order this from?' She said she 
got a pamphlet a few months ago, and just paid 2-3 dollars for it. 
I began to go through the book, first part, 30, 40 pages and said, 
`This man is crazy, is crazy as can be. Here I am engrossed in this 
thing. You have something here I don't know what to do with.' I 
picked it up again and read three or four more pages, maybe five 
or ten. Somehow it had a drawing power. In the course of the three 
weeks I almost finished it. I'd read a little while and shake a little 
while. My brother died and was buried and I headed back home, 
but had a few pages still to read. I told my mother, `If you don't 
mind I will take the book with me, just to see what the man said.' 
I didn't want her to think I was getting interested. 

"I carried the book with me and read it through one time, I guess 
I went through it ten times....I read this thing in the back Watch-
tower and decided, this is a front organization for Jehovah's 
Witnesses. In 1986 I wrote Chicago, 'I would like to know if this 
is connected with the Jehovah's Witnesses, directly or indirectly...' 
I got the answer back, I still have the letter. I got hold of an old copy 
of Br. Russell's "Favor to Zion is come,' the talk he gave in the 
Hippodrome, and they [Chicago] disavowed any connection with 
the Witnesses. 

"I decided then that I would press forward. I was on Volumes 
4, 5, 6. I got up to Volume 5 and said, `Uh, Oh, here we go,' he was 
talking about how Christ can be born pure. I couldn't understand 
that. I kept on, it kept pulling me back. Finally, I decided...there 
was just Chicago, I didn't know about the other scattered-about 
ecclesias. I was convinced we had found the Truth so decided to 
run down the brethren. My wife asked, 'Are you going to 
Chicago?' I said, 'I'm going,' she said, 'Those people might not let 
you in.' I called and left a message. Four or five weeks and never 
got a response. My daughter ordered some material and Tamra 
Hack wrote her back to find if she received it. She put her address 
on it. I called Tamra on Monday and told her I planned to come this 
weekend. She said a lot of people would be going to a convention 
and few would be there. Then she called back and talked to my wife 
and invited us to the Jackson, Michigan convention. I said, We are 
going, if we don't have the money we will borrow it, we are going.' 
We wound up in Jackson and I expected to find about 35 there -
there was a huge crowd - two or three hundred! I thought somehow 
Satan had blinded my eyes, but I am thankful" 

"That dog let out a yap and ran!" 
Br. John Hasty, Camdenton, Missouri. 
"I wasn't going to testify but the hymn we sang, `He leadeth me,' 
I was so blessed with that. You can sing a hymn all year long and 
it doesn't do anything to you, then all of a sudden, you just bubble 
over. It seems like the holy Spirit just flows over you. I thought 
about the times that the Lord has led me. Not only spiritually but 
physically. I couldn't mention all the times on the bus when I was 
driving coaches that I had protection. Seeing Br. Walter here 
reminded me of his brother, Br. Mitchell [Blicharz]. We were 
tracting together and I was on one side of the street and Br. Mitchell 
on the other side. I came up against this dog facing me - and he is 
angry - out on the sidewalk, and he is not going to move out of the 
way. He was ready to attack me with teeth showing. Br. Mitchell 
reached down and picked up a clod that was there and threw it. It 
hit that dog dead center. That dog let out a yap and ran, and I was 
just standing there. I know that was the Lord's protection through 

Br. Mitchell. The Lord does lead us, brethren. We have all had 
those evidences." 

Testimonies at San Diego, CA Nov. 25-28: 

Los Angeles County Fair Largest in Country 
Br. Jim Parkinson, California. 
"In September and October we had the Fair Booth at the Los Angles 
County Fair... it lasts for 24 days and the total gate was 1 4 million, 
which makes it the largest county fair in the country. We have been 
accustomed to distributing several thousand booklets per year. 
One year it got up as high as 8,300. We were a little surprised when 
this year it went up to 14,000 and we were running out of 
everything. We appreciated the cooperation of many brethren 
including San Diego when the last day they came up with 3,500 
booklets. Several booklets distributed at the rate of 500 or more. 
But the largest one was "God's Plan for Man" 1,017 booklets for 
that one alone...There was a lot of interest, more than we were 
prepared for, some people asked to have one of every booklet. A 
ten-year-old girl came up to the booth, looked at a booklet and said, 
`That's a good booklet,' That's a good booklet too, and that one.' 
She looked up to me and said, 'We were here last year and took 
several of these booklets and after we read them, we gave them to 
my aunt and she read them to her daughters too.' 

"Cast your bread on the waters, thou shalt find it after many 
days." 

"That little talk made my day." 
Sr. Esther Bachorski, Phoenix, Arizona. 
"Since Br. Ted is doing quite well, we thought we would come out. 
It is very exciting to be able to get out again to a convention 
together. I had a little experience yesterday. We got a call from our 
niece that his sister was very ill in the hospital in Tucson. She was 
in before, and they had to bring her back. This time the doctors are 
sending her home because it is just a matter of time till she dies. 

"When we lived in the North she came out with us to the 
meetings. She listened to the Truth message and embraced it...she 
always said she believes as we do. While visiting with her she said 
to me, 'You know, I am going to die.' She has accepted that it is 
just a matter of days or weeks. I said, 'We believe that our Lord died 
and everyone will have a resurrection.' She said, know and I 
believe it.' Then she said, `People in this world work so hard for 
all kinds of things, meaningless things that they think they have to 
have, the best thing in the world is to have faith in God.' I thought, 
How wonderful! and that made my day that I had that little talk with 
her. She has that hope that someday she is coming back in the 
resurrection, and that seems to be helping her at this time. 

"We both thank all the brethren for all the cards and phone calls 
and support that we have had from all the brethren, especially in our 
Class. Sometimes the Lord gives us opportunities and if we don't 
follow up on them we miss a great blessing." 

"In everything, give thanks!" 
Sr. Margaret Ferlejewski, Portland, Oregon. 
"... Our last trip to California was when Sr. Betty Bradberry died. 
We had the real privilege of being able to take care of her affairs 
and that made a tremendous impression on me. The Lord, as usual, 
arranged perfect timing. It was the time of the Memorial and we 
were able immediately to find out where the Memorial would be 
with the brethren in Paradise. That was special for us because we 
got to know more brethren. 

"The impressions made on my mind was what a home looks like 
belonging to a consecrated individual. This was very evident in 
everything we saw and touched. I felt I would like my death to be 

See Brethren page 14 
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Nearly 6,000 representatives of every 
faith worldwide attended the 1993 World 
Parliament of Religions compared to 400 
members at the first one in 1893. This group 
of the world's spiritual leaders met at the 
Palmer House in Chicago on August 28, 
1993. We give you excerpts of the happen-
ings there. Ed. 

In 1893, there were no eastern religions 
in the United States. Statistics for some of 
these faiths, now well-established here, were 
given in the press coverage of the 1993 
conference. No numbers were given for 
many other faiths participating. 

Jainists 
In 1LS In Chicago 

70,000 
Buddhists 4,000,000 155,000 
Hindus 1,000,000 100,000 
Muslims 250,000 
Catholics 55,000,000 2,300,000 
Zoroastrians 10,000 500 

The dynamic change in the number of 
Asiatic religions in the U.S. is attributable 
to the 1965 Immigration Act. This change 
of population accounts for the biggest dif-
ference between the 1893 and 1993 World 
Parliaments of Religions. 

Among the religious groups registered 
for the gathering were delegates covering a 
wide spectrum - from Baha'i, Buddhists, 
Christians, Confucians, Hindus and Jainists, 
to Jews, Muslims, Native Americans and 
Neo-Pagans; Shintos, Sikhs, Taoists and 
Theosophists, Rastafarians, Unitarians and 
Zoroastrians. Besides the 38 tribes of Na-
tive Americans from the U.S., indigenous 
religious groups attending included tribal 
religions from Africa, Mayans from Guate-
mala and Maoris from New Zealand. Promi-
nent religious figures present were Mother 
Teresa and the Dalai Lama who gave a 
major concluding address in Grant Park. 

A series of Native American blessings 
were offered. Since not all participants 
believe in God or a supreme being, and all 
of them worship differently, this and other 
prayers caused some awkward moments. 
On another occasion of offering a blessing, 
a neo-pagan shook a rattle and shouted, 
"Holy Goddess Isis, Mother of all beings, 
come to thy children!" This action was met 
with a noted silence among the other mem-
bers of the assembly. 

What might have been viewed by the 
delegates of the Parliament as the most 
significant event of the entire session was 
the address by Robert Muller, former deputy 
secretary-general of the United Nations. 
He challenged the delegates to create a  

permanent Parliament of the World's Reli-
gions, sort of a "United Religions" that 
would use the United Nations assembly as 
a model. He added: "With the permanent 
presence of such a Spiritual Institution, 
everything could change, and it is the most 
important single thing that could come out 
of this conference..." 

Muller also challenged the delegates to 
begin work "on a definition of a new world 
spiritual order for the new millennium. To 
achieve this," he said, "we must work on 
building bridges between what we have in 
common and leave what divides us to the 
end. We may never agree on whether there 
is one God, or many gods; but we can agree 
on roads to global peace..." 

Despite the many appeals for unity among 
the diverse group of speakers, the Parlia-
ment saw more discord than unity. An 

A neo-pagan representative 
impasse occurred when the delegates could 
not put the word "God" in a global ethic 
statement the leaders signed at the closing 
ceremonies. That word was considered 
divisive although all participants wanted 
the global ethic to be a religious condemna-
tion of such things as pollution, prejudice, 
violence and warfare. "To do so would have 
excluded all Buddhists and many faith 
groups with different views of God and the 
divine." 

Other eruptions at the Parliament forced 
the leaders of meetings, and police already 
in the room, to quiet two disturbances and 
cut short a session. After the disruption, 
things were calm for about an hour as 
speakers from Liberia, Tibet, South Africa 
and Ethiopia, wearing native dress, told of 
the suffering of their peoples. At one point, 
between speakers, a member of the Parlia-
ment board begged the audience to keep 
politics out of the meeting. But not long 
after, the shouting returned, louder this time  

and with men in turbans shaking their fists 
at men in orange robes. The speaker agreed 
to leave the stage rather than risk continu-
ing what one later called, "a situation that 
could not be contained." 

Although the activities of the week in-
spired many of the leaders to sign an agree-
ment to create an ongoing interreligious 
council, they had a double-edged effect. 
Orthodox Christian representatives were so 
upset they canceled their involvement in 
the Parliament, stating that the interna-
tional religious gathering's purpose seemed 
to be "compromised by the distinctive par-
ticipation of certain quasi-religious groups. 
It would be inconceivable for Orthodox 
Christians to establish a perceived relation-
ship with groups which profess no belief in 
God or a supreme being," The communi-
que did not specify but seemed to be di-
rected at such as witches and neo-pagans. 

The threads of unity became further 
frayed when fourJewish organizations with-
drew objecting to the presence of Minister 
Louis Farrakhan of the Nation of Islam... 

"The Declaration of Global Ethic" de-
cried environmental destruction, sexual 
abuse and discrimination, the insane death 
of children from violence, and "aggression 
and hatred in the name of religion." The 
nine-page statement can't be changed; it 
was two years in the writing by a group 
headed by Roman Catholic theologian Hans 
Kung of Switzerland, who has often been at 
odds with and censured by the Vatican. 
Noticeably absent from the Parliament, was 
the Pope who had recently been involved 
with a tour of the U.S. The Declaration, 
signed by more than 200 representatives of 
the Parliament, in its final form makes no 
mention of God. 

The concluding session was an address 
by the Dalai Lama, a Nobel Peace Prize 
winner with a star billing among spiritual 
leaders from around the world. The Bud-
dhist leader refers to himself as a "simple 
monk," but is revered by his followers as 
Buddha in human form. 

At its close, the Parliament Chairman 
said "This is one of the most successful 
intefaith experiments...the seeds of which 
were planted at the 1893 Parliament...all 
the reasons the Parliament was held were 
realized beyond measure." ❑ 

Br. Edward Bushlus compiled from news 
reports a large resource of information 
from which this brief account was drawn. 
We greatly appreciate his labors on our 
behalf Ed. 
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that much of a witness as hers was to us because she had so much 
around related to the Truth and what her life had meant to her and 
her consecration. One thing I kept, she had a page and a half list 
titled, 'My List of Solemn Resolves, January 1989' It is a lot of 
short scriptural expressions, 'Watch and Pray,' Love seeketh not 
it's own.' To think this was what she was trying to work out in her 
life, and the little that we had contact with her, I saw her struggling 
to try to do this. It's been an example to me. One thing I noticed 
that she did do, about one-third way through the list she put, 'In 
everything give thanks,' then two-thirds through the list she again 
put, 'In everything give thanks ' That is often an expression that 
I like to share with the brethren, or write on a card, or letter. I like 
to keep it as a goal and this is an appropriate time to renew those 
thoughts and I like to have these reminders." 

Memoirs of Aunt Sarah 
Sr. Dawn Shallieu, Rockland, New York. 
"...Recently I feel that the Lord has been teahing me to improve my 
prayer life. I heard a discourse that had an effect on me. On the way 
out here I picked up a tiny little book called, Memoirs of Aunt 
Sarah. Years ago I read it and had forgotten it. It is written by 
Minna Edgar who was the sister of John and Morton Edgar, and she 
wrote about this sister whose name was Sarah, the one who 
witnessed to the Edgars' father. That is how they came into the 
Truth. This woman was certainly a woman of faith and this is the 
story of her life, how she came in contact with present Truth and 
how she appreciated it and was really a fireball for the Lord. 

"The one thing that really impressed me in the book was her 
prayer life. Sarah was like an aunt to Mina. When there was 
something on their hearts they would discuss first how they were 
going to pray for this individual. They didn't come before the Lord 
without pre-thought. Once they had agreed on how they would 
pray for them, the two would get on their knees together and pray 
about the circumstances of this individual. Then afterwards, when 
their prayer was answered - and it always was - they would get on 
their knees again together and thank the Lord for the answer to the 
prayer. It impressed in my mind the power of prayer. I know that 
we have this lifeline that is absolutely essential to us as New 
Creatures and I just want to so impress that on my mind..." 

"How do we know our doctrines are right?" 
Br. Bill Harp, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
"...I remember one time when I was a teenager, I asked Br. Zahnow, 
'You know, a lot of my friends go to nominal churches, how do I 
know that our doctrines are right?' He said, 'Well you have to key 
everything and square every teaching with the doctrine of the 
Ransom. If they don't believe that Jesus was an equal to Adam, 
then you know that doctrine can't fit into God's plan.' Some little 
clues like that we can put in the corners of our minds and help 
protect us on our Christian walk. Fellowshipping is a great thing 
because it strengthens and builds us up for our daily experiences. 
If we come a little bit downhearted to a convention or meeting, even 
in our own home ecclesia, the fellowship and love of the brethren 
does much to help us. I have experiences just like you do." 

"Never so many questions on the time we are living in" 
Sr. Esther Yanella, Phoenix, Arizona. 
"...I was thinking about that question, 'How do we know that we 
have the Truth?' I consecrated when I was 15 and that was the first 
question I asked my parents. I remember my mother saying, 'If you 
can find anything that can harmonize and answer all your questions 
without contradiction, then you know that you have the Truth.' 
That is exactly what the Plan of God is all about; it is a beautiful 
harmony, many different parts but everything harmonizes with 

each other. There are no contradictions....Whenever a doubt has 
come to my mind, I think about how it harmonizes every part of the, 
plan with the Ransom being the hub. 

"...I have never been to a convention where we have so many 
questions directed to the time we are living in, in such a practical 
manner. It is very timely, but I feel like a real old person suddenly 
- at 15 when I first got the Truth my folks were old-fashioned - here 
I am talking like my parents would be talking. We didn't have the 
problems you have today; or we didn't have the questions about the 
problems. If my parents were alive they would be stunned at the 
things the young people have to face. They were not as involved 
with the world as each succeeding generation. I think it is 
wonderful to have our attention drawn to these very practical 
questions and hopeful answers, because they are real. Living at this 
end of the age we can expect things of this nature where the very 
elect can be shaken - if it were possible. These are all signs of how 
close we are to the end of our walk. It is sobering, it is good because 
we have to put everything into perspective - first things first - and 
all else will fall in line. Not that all the problems are solved that 
easily but it helps if our thoughts are directed to what our prime 
purpose is..." 

"Did you bring your Manna?" 
Br. Wallace Elias, Jackson (MI) Ecclesia. 
"...I was here 48 years ago before I found the Truth. My uncle paid 
my way consequently we had a parting of the way when I found the 
Truth. He insisted that I wear his uniform. Coming back, I came 
to see a young man that grew up with my son Nathan. The story is, 
he didn't have the home and all the things that Nathan had. He ate 
at our table many days. We had the Manna at breakfast. Nathan 
had the Truth as he grew up, this young man didn't. He met us at 
the airport, he is in the Navy and we had breakfast together. He 
asked, 'Did you bring your Manna?' We felt he would remember 
- he was like our son - he remembered the things we were teaching 
our son. 

"The other son remembers, he was here Thursday, so pleased to 
be here. Sometimes we have persons that are bubbling over with 
love and don't know how to approach you, or what to say, but he 
was happy to be here. He had been to many meetings and this was 
some of the joy of this convention to see him, and then to be here 
- the whole family!..." 

"To be freed from wheelchairs" 
Sr. Ruth Burns, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia. 
"...Br. Bob Wilson testified yesterday about conducting a study in 
a nursing home. We have had some nice experiences in having a 
study in a group handicapped home near our home. They were a 
response to an obituary and wrote in: 'Group Handicapped Home 
for Ladies needs Bible Study.' That was all we needed and we got 
them on the phone. 

"It has been a different experience because we do live a 
sheltered life. These are 6-7 ladies, two are blind, two are in wheel 
chairs and will never get out until the Kingdom. It has been an 
encouragement to know that we do have the Truth because we were 
able to give them the comfort of Restitution. They appreciate it, 
they know they will be free from their wheelchairs. They would 
like it now but will have to wait, and can appreciate that, even in 
their limited state. They also know the old hymns and sing them 
with all their might, in their less than perfect voices. They also 
repeat the Psalms and love them. To hear the Psalms under those 
conditions is a blessing because the word just seems to calm and be 
the balm of Gilead. 

"It has been a new experience but is a seal that we do have the 
Truth. They do enjoy our visits and have learned a lot. We have 
been going there two years now." ❑ 
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Conventions 
"God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all that are about him." Psa. 89:7 

March 18-20 Seattle, Washington. Pre-Memorial, North Seattle 
Bible Students, St. Thomas Center, 14500 Juanita Dr. NE, Bothell, 
WA. Phone (206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. Don Nussel, P 0 Box 
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone (206) 783-7564. 

March 19,20 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia's Pre-Memorial. Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden 
Road, Wilmington. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. T. 
Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave, New Castle, DE 19720. Phone 
(302) 328-7673. 

April 30 - May 1 Detroit, Michigan. Associated Bible Students 
of Metro Detroit Annual, Garden City High School, 6500 Middle 
Belt, Garden City, MI - Phone (313) 421-9780 or 422-9821. Theme 
Text: Isaiah 30:21, Hymn 312A; five speakers. Information from 
Secretary: Randy Gowryluk, 8648 Darlington Cr, Windsor, Ont. 
N8S 4M6. Phone - (519) 944-5761. 

Date correction 
April 30 - May 1 Omaha, Nebraska. Nebraska Bible Students, 
O'Donnell Center, Hummel Park. Information from Secretary: 
Mrs. Paul Lagno, 7312 N. 80th Street, Omaha, NE 68122. Phone 
(402) 571-3715 or 573-8816. 

May 1 Hartford, Connecticut. Sage Park Middle School, 25 Sage 
Park Road, Windsor, CT. Information from Secretary: Mrs. Daniel 
Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Drive, E. Hartford, CT 06108. Phone - (203) 
289-0116. 

May 22 Vancouver, British Columbia. Vancouver Ecclesia. 
Information and programs from Secretary: Mrs. Louis Bratus, 6842 
Nanaimo Street, Vancouver, BC V5P AL6. Phone - (604) 325-
6587. 

May 28-30 Chicago, Illinois. Chicago Bible Students Memorial 
Day Annual. Place not confirmed. Contact Secretary for 
information: Mrs. Daniel Larson, 5445 W. 149th Street, Oak 
Forest, IL 60452. Phone - (708) 535-2066. 

June 5 Waterbury, Connecticutt. Associated Bible Students, 
Firehouse Hall, Litchfield, CT. Information and directions from 
Secretary: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, Associated Bible Students, P. 
0. Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721-1494. 

June 10-12 Allentown, Pennsylvania. Allentown Ecclesia, 
Moravian College in Bethlehem, PA. Address mail to: Allentown 
Bible Students, Margaret Young, Secretary, P 0 Box1672, 
Allentown, PA 18105. Phone - (610) 867-5418) 

June 24-26 Salem, Oregon. Salem Bible Students, Scottish Rite 
Temple, 4090 Commercial Street, SE. Seven speakers. 
Reservations: Mrs. Ed Boroweic, 2217 Juliet Ct. S, Salem, OR 
97302. Phone - (503) 370-9346. 

July 1-3 Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. North Sask. Bible 
Students, East Central School. Secretary: Connie Melnyk, Box 
152, Domremy, Sask. SOK 1G0 Canada 

July 2-4 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Fourth of July Annual. 
New location with better rates at Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
Madison, NJ campus. Special subjects include: "The Melchizedec 
Priesthood, Head & Body, Has its Work Begun?"; "If the Times of 
Restitution Have Begun, Why are not the Dead Rising?"; "Evil 
Speaking & Evil Surmising in Doctrinal Testings"; "When Does 
Psa. 2:8, 'Ask of Me' Apply?"; "All Enemies under His Feet"; "The 
Vow Is it Still Relevant?" Secretary: Mrs. 0. B. Elbert, 113 Kamm, 
South River, NJ 08882. Phone - (908) 390-1292. 

July 23,24 East Amherst, New York. Western New York Bible 
Students. Programs and information, Secretary: Mrs. Allon 
MacAlister, 46 Paradise Road, East Amherst, NY 14051. 

July 29-31 Denver, Colorado. Colorado Bible Students, Regis 
University, Denver. For information and registration contact Jim 
Moss, 13005 W. 15th Dr., Golden, CO 80401. Phone - (303) 238-
4936. 

August 3-7 Worthington, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 20th 
Annual, Hilton Inn. Costs will be comparable to last year at 
Lexington. Information from Secretary: Larry McClellan, 4421 
29th Street, Columbus, IN 47203. Phone (812) 376-8848 

September 3,4, Sunnyvale, California. Antioch Bible Students, 
Holiday Inn, Sunnyvale, (800) 888-3899. Theme text: Isaiah 61:1. 
For additional information, please call Sr. Bonnie Hutchison at 
(408) 756-4077. 

September 24,25 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual, Y.W.C.A., 418 N. Wayne Street, Piqua, (513) 773-6626. 
Four speakers. Audio-visual on Ezekiel's Temple, Sat. 24, 7pm. 
Programs and information from Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 
P. 0. Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356. Phone (419) 394-4658. 

October 2 Baltimore, Maryland. Baltimore Bible Students, 
Knights of Columbus Hall, 7910 Harford Road. Phone - (410) 661-
4435. Three speakers. Theme: "The Joyful Sound," Psa. 89:15, 
Hymn 315. Program with map from Secretary: Robert Wagner, 
2753 Pelham Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21213. Phone - (410) 483-
1394. 

October 28-30 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA. Five speakers. 
Information from the Secretary: Mrs. Wesley A. Cramer, RD 1, 
Box 326C, Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone - (412) 258-2585. 

Europe 1994 
August 7-12 Poitiers, France. Seventh Biennial International 
Convention of Bible Students. Request information from 
International Convention of Bible Students, 1425 Lachman Lane, 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. Phone (310) 454-5248. 

Ecclesias submitting convention listings for publication in the Newsletter 
should be in harmony with the Statement of Purpose on the back panel. 
The Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, sponsors of the Bible Students 
Newsletter, holds that such harmony includes agreement on the following 
points: 1) That Pastor C.T. Russell is That Faithful and Wise Servant of 
Matt. 24:45-47; 2) That the Lord is Present since 1874 and there began 
his reign; 3) That the Church is developed under the Sarah feature of the 

Abrahamic Covenant, the New Covenant to be established with natural 
Israel after the Church class is glorified; 4) Belief in and affirmation of 
the Truths of the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle 
Shadows and other writings of Pastor C.T. Russell; 5) That the door to the 
High Calling is still open (Rom 11:25); 6) That the Church shares in the 
Sin-offering (Rom. 6:3-6,10,11 7) That the Times of Restitution began in 
1874 (Acts 3:19-21). 
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Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is 
published as a cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the 
doctrines presented in the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord 
through his faithful and wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and 
promulgated through the Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, 
Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic 
information for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. 
Please refer to page 15 for guidelines on the submission of convention listings 
for publication. News items should be verified before submitting, as the 
sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their accuracy. 
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Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 1994 

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that -Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

• that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Ise. 35. 
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