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The Light Penetrates China's Darkness
We are pleased to give you Br. David
Jambor's personal account of his recent
witness privileges in China. The possibility
of giving "light" to that vast, dark country
is an exciting prospect should the Lord so
will. Br. Jambor is an elder in the Oakland
County Michigan Ecclesia. Ed.

The story actually begins about two years
ago, when we went to Beijing on business.
One member of the team of local translators, Miss Xi (as much as we would like
publicly to acknowledge our friends by
name, we refer to them by pseudonyms
throughout this article to protect their confidentiality), was a Chinese instructor at the
Beijing Broadcasting Institute. We corresponded occasionally since then. In one of
her recent letters, Miss Xi said that she had
taken a side job teaching English as a Second Language at a Seminary. She also
expressed her interest in religion based on
discussions with the Fathers at the Seminary. If we should ever return to Beijing,
she offered, she would take us on a tour of
the religious community there.
Considering that to get anywhere in the
Chinese culture one needs "Guanshe" (connection), we concluded that this was an
opportunity provided by Divine Providence.
Let's also remember that Chinese law, while
it permits "free" religious belief and practice, strictly prohibits public preaching, proselytizing, public display or passing out of
literature, and the import of English-language Bibles. We were deeply moved by
the fact that Miss Xi, who is not herself a
Christian, was willing to incur the risks
associated with helping us and communicating via mail and phone.

Greetings in the Lord!
Brethren have submitted a great mix of
news for this issue. We hope you will enjoy
it as much as we did assembling it.
The New Year - all fresh and new before us, we enter with a sense of anticipation while watching the "stately steppings"
of our Present Lord, as future events unfold
before us.
Let us press on, serving our King "all one
company we," rejoicing in hope of the
Kingdom so near!

Preparation began with looking for
known brethren or others interested in the
Truth. We wrote to three names provided
by the Dawn, but they never wrote back.
This left us completely dependent upon
"guanshe" and the Lord's overruling! Any
witness opportunity would have to be by

fore an agent got there to inspect luggage!
Was this coincidence or Providence? (A
sister informed us later that within weeks
after our trip a group of Christians had their
literature confiscated at the border.) Behind us, Chinese citizens entering their own
country were having their bags inspected.

L to R - Miss Xi, The Bishop, Br. David Jambor, another Priest

introduction and one-to-one. Any speaking
engagement would have to be private and
by invitation. These invitations Miss Xi
secured for us, upon the condition that we
would send professional, academic & religious resumes along with copies of the
literature (magazine edition First Volume).
We had the Chart of the Ages and a postcard
offering Bible study translated and duplicated. Our Chinese instructor and her husband provided the Chart translation at no
charge. Brethren with overseas experience
furnished us with help, admonitions, discourse topic recommendations, and study
outlines. The brethren's encouragement
and zeal for this trip were very moving!
Off we flew to Beijing with a suitcase
full of literature, not knowing how we would
get it across the border. Upon our arrival
Monday night, 13 September, at the airport,
we passed through the inspection area be-

The next day we met with Miss Xi to tie
down the details of the itinerary. By that
time she had secured meetings with students and with Catholic Fathers. In addition, we would try to meet people at random
in tourist areas. As Miss Xi was available
only in the afternoons, we tried some research on our own for the next two mornings. At the hotel we met an American
businessman by chance. Having been there
for several years, he could offer some useful
insight. My best chances, he said, were
with the young people, who have not yet
had their optimism mined. The older ones
have no use for God, Atheism being the
prevalent thinking.
We also found ads for Church services
and looked up phone numbers for religioussounding organizations and publications.
We attempted several times unsuccessfully
See China page 4
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
"My flesh and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever."

■ Sr. Jane Canell (719 13th Way SW, Edmonds, WA 98020)
wishes to tell the brethren that she greatly appreciates all the cards,
letters, phone calls, etc. she has received over the course of her
illness, and her husband Br. Don echoes her sentiments. Everyone
who knows and loves Sr. Jane is eager to have news of her, and Br.
Don is happy to report that "she is maintaining an excellent spirit
throughout her experiences. She accepts them all willingly and
with thanks to our Father and His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ the
Righteous!"
Though we expect our brethren to be sustained in their
afflictions by God's mighty hand, it is strengthening to our faith to
receive such a positive report of the Lord's keeping power supplying all Sr. Jane's needs in accordance with His promise. Our
prayers continue on her behalf, and for all the afflicted among our
Ed.
brethren everywhere.

■ Sr. Jeannette Kwiatkowski (542 Sundown Trail, Casselberry,
FL 32707) is the widow of Br. Tom who died August 8 while giving
a discourse in the Casselberry Ecclesia. She writes: "...I miss Tom
so, but through my tears I give thanks for the four years I had with
him....Tom's example to me will Mess me to all eternity....I strive
to be faithful and be with him and our Lord beyond the veil, doing
God's work of blessing all the families of the earth...
"In your Newsletter, Fall issue, Tom's dear mother of 88 years
- Florence Kwiatkowski - was not mentioned. She lives with her
daughter in Arkansas. As for my own children, Tom had adopted
them into his life from the beginning, and spoke of them as 'our
children - our grandchildren.' My daughter said: 'Tom was the
father to me, and grandfather to our children, we never had.' So he
had one daughter, Sr. Vickie Balko, and a son, Br. Rick Sconyers,
and five grandchildren...
■ Sr. Evelyn Zaboski (Rt 7, Box 154, Kittanning, PA 16201) The
Newsletter learned of Br. Steve Zaboski's death just as the Fall
issue was going to press so only minimal information was
available. Meanwhile, Sr. Evelyn has sent a fuller account and a
photo of him with his grandson Stephen. One treasured item is a
testimony she found in his Bible (See page 7).
Sr. Evelyn writes: "Br.Steve was immersed at Indiana-Ohio
Convention in 1984. He loved the Lord and was into Studies in the
Scriptures every day, and loved listening to tapes every night. He
appreciated the Rosswick sisters and looked forward every month
to the tapes they sent so faithfully. He carried tracts every time he
left home, and went often to the river to talk to anyone who would
listen - always speaking of God's wonderful Plan. He went often
to our little country store and stayed all evening. One day I was in
the store and the owner said, 'Evelyn, your husband has a lot of
knowledge of the Bible. I want my pastor to meet him.' He missed
seeing the brethren he had met through the years and was looking
forward to the Connellsville Convention this year.
"Br. Steve had been ill for many years, but his death was a shock
to everyone. I miss him so much. I now have the two little ones
to care for. He was a great help to me, and I didn't realize how
much! This is a great experience for me.
"The funeral director could not get over how close, and how
much love our dear Br. Wesley Cramer had. He kept repeating how
amazed he was at the love and warmth flowing from all the
brethren. He said, 'This pastor was so different, he had never seen
this love before - he really enjoyed the talk. My family are all
Catholic - my Mom and Dad, five brothers and their wives, two
sisters and their husbands - they were all there. They said, 'Evelyn,

Psalms 73:26

you have such wonderful friends!' Br. Steve and I could not get
anywhere witnessing to them, but in Br. Steve's death, he gave that
witness to them all...
"Now I wish to thank all our dear brothers and sisters for their
wonderful cards and thoughts, their love and prayers. I know they
have helped me make it this far. I am so grateful to our dear Lord
Jesus and heavenly Father for all they have done for us and for the
Divine Plan of Salvation to bless all mankind. Please keep me in
your prayers and I pray for the brethren also. Deepest Christian
love."

■ Br. Kenneth Glaze (500 Virginia Avenue, Apt. 902, Towson,
MD 21286) fell and broke his left hip in December 1992 requiring
surgery and was in the hospital until early Jan. '93. Sometime after
returning home, he developed a blood clot in that leg requiring
another hospital stay of 10 days in March. This set back his therapy,
and weeks of treatment would not permit his driving a car until
May.
Br. Kenneth had been driving to Frostburg and Lonaconing, MD
in October and November 1992 to serve the new ecclesia - Western
Maryland Bible Students - a three-hour drive from his home in
Towson. Two newly consecrated members of that ecclesia (see
New Brethren) are students at Frostburg State University, which is
seven miles from Lonaconing, whom he also took along.
During Br. Kenneth's recovery, he said the Connellsville Ecclesia
elders were very helpful by making several trips to Lonaconing to
lead the studies. On September 18, he states that Brs. Duane
Cramer, Robert Wiggins of Connellsville and Br. Ray Zaboski of
Ford City, PA were "extremely helpful in a two-and-a-half hour
study on "The High Calling of God in Christ Jesus."
■ Sr. Eva Morgan (876 Southridge Ave, 3-B, Wilmington, OH
45177) has been suffering the results of several falls in the past few
years. The first was a hip fracture requiring surgery, then a second
fall on the injured side, followed by a broken wrist, and more
recently, fractured ribs. Since her second fall, Sr. Eva has suffered
sciatica with no relief until recent therapy has given some easing
of the pain.
Her daughter Sr. Frances Scholefield (3938 State Rte 730, Lot
21, Wilmington, OH 45177) has assisted her mother at home, and
driving her to appointments. But it is difficult for both to negotiate
the stairs when leaving and returning. Sr. Frances suffers a
permanent disability to her right arm injured in an accident some
years ago. Cards, letters, or phone calls are blessings in uplifting
the spirit of the afflicted, and prayers avail much.
■ Sr. Elsie Hurd (151 Glenwood Road, Clinton, CT 06413) had
a hip reconstruction on November 3, and is reported to be at home
now, and progressing in her recovery. She has a visiting nurse two
hours a day, a physical therapist several times a week, and is
walking as much as she is able - and thankful for modern miracles
of surgery.
Sr. Elsie was born in the Truth of parents who were members of
the old Hartford Class in which her father was an elder. She has had
a long Truth background, and being an avid reader, has gained a
good understanding and spirit of the Truth. Because Sr. Elsie's frail
health has restricted her somewhat, in getting around to conventions, etc., she has been isolated in a measure. But her Class - the
Westville-Clinton Ecclesia - has compensated by having its meetings in her home. A providence of the Lord!
See Afflicted page 15
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New Brethren in Christ
"Behold, thou desireth truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden part thou wilt make me to know wisdom." Psalms 51:6

Immersions 1993
At Caroga Lake, NY August 18:
From the Western Maryland Ecclesia:
Br. Mike Askew, first heard the Truth from his aunt Sr. Joan White;
Sr. Emily Saenz, received witness from Br. Mike in Spain;
From Johnston, NY:
Br. Kenneth White, husband of Sr. Joan White,
Br. Kenneth Benton, one of the study group.
At San Marcos, CA August 21:
Br. Carl Rose, San Marcos Ecclesia, husband of Sr. Lauren.
At Cluj, Romania, August 29:
Cristian Crisan, son of Br. Ghita and Sr. Viorica Crisan;
Vasile Crisan, cousin of Br. Ghita Crisan;
Four sisters for whom names are not available.
At Piqua, Ohio, Nov. 14:
Both are members of the Miami Valley Bible Students:
Br. Rick Brown, heard the Truth from Brs. Jeff Hausman and
Allen Springer;
Sr. Evelyn Newsome, is the daughter of the late Br. Clarence and
Sr. Bessie Peoples of Dayton, Ohio. Br. Peoples was an elder for
a time in the original Piqua Class.
Excerpts from a letter to Br. Allen Springer
Br. Cristian Crisan, Cluj, Romania
"May the peace and joy of our Lord be with you. I am very happy
to send you a picture with the six brethren who made consecration
on August 29, 1993. The picture: Four sisters, one brother (Crisan
Vasile - cousin with my father) and I. We are in front of meeting
house in Cluj-Napoca before going to the Somes River for doing the
symbol.
"I don't know how you found out that I made my heart
consecration in April 1993 with a little time before your coming in
Romania. But you were the first person who congratulated me for
the most important step in my life...."

Re Br. Carl's Consecration and Immersion
Sr. Lauren Rose (wife of Br. Carl), Ecclesia at San Marcos, CA.
"...Carl attended the 1992 Convention at Salem and was moved to
tears at the immersion. After my consecration Carl began to attend
meetings on a regular basis and studied the First Volume on his
own....During this time he gave a number of witnesses to coworkers, and slowly began to think about consecration. He said it
was on his mind every day, from morning to night. Sometimes he
couldn't sleep for thinking and praying for guidance in this. In
January 1993, Carl told me one morning that he had made his
consecration to the Lord, and how wonderful he felt! All the
anxiety and worries he had endured in the past six months were
gone, and the joy of the Lord filled his heart...
"We had planned Carl's immersion to be in Salem in 1993, but
were unable to go due to financial problems. In August of this year,
we arranged a small immersion service in a local church. Br. Leon
and Sr. Barbara Millin, Br. Albert and Sr. Anastasia Sheppelbaum
came down from Los Angeles, and Sr. Agnes Siwak was visiting
at the time. Br. Albert gave the baptismal discourse - so beautiful
and moving - and Br. Leon immersed Br. Carl. Afterward,
everyone came to our house for lunch and fellowship. After that,
Br. Leon gave a wonderful discourse on 'Elijah.' Though small in
number we were rich in the Lord and His many blessings that day.
"We continue on in the Lord every day, taking our trials and
difficulties as they come and looking to the Lord for guidance and
strength. We need the prayers of the brethren always..."
See [Brethren Speak] for more from Sr. Rose. Ed.
How Br. Mike and Sr. Emily Found the Truth
Br. Kenneth Glaze, Western Maryland Bible Students.
"Br. Mike's parents were born in the U.S. but worked for the State
Department in Spain. Emily's father is a U.S. citizen with a
Spanish wife and they are serving in Spain for two years.
"Mike received a Truth witness in 1990 from his aunt Sr. Joan
White. I met him in October 1991 at the Richmond/Washington,
DC Convention. From the first I saw a desire in him to learn the
Truth, but he was leaving the day after the Convention, and had no
Volumes. The brethren began scurrying around in search of
Volumes, and a number of brethren came up with books by the last
day. Mike left for Spain with a set of Six Volumes.
"In response to my first letter, he wrote back with questions and
from there we carried on a letter-study of the basic doctrines. Then
Mike wanted to study the 'deeper things.' I supplied Volume and
Reprint references and though he did not have the Reprints then, he
received a new set from his aunt Sr. White, a year later. I sent him
tapes and booklets. Eventually, he was giving evidence of coming
closer to heart consecration.
"Then Mike met a young lady named Emily and soon began
tutoring her in the Truth. They returned to the U.S. and enrolled at
the Frostburg State University, Maryland. In August, Sr. White and
her husband visited and took Mike and Emily back to their camp
in New York. By that time, both had a desire to be immersed.
Finally, on August 18, at Caroga Lake, NY, Br. Jerry Wesol,
immersed Br. Mike and Sr. Joan's husband Kenneth, and Kenneth
Benton also of the study group there. They asked Br. Mike if he
wanted to immerse Sr. Emily, which he did. Now both these
consecrated students are regular attendants at the meetings of the
Western Maryland Ecclesia in Lonaconing, Maryland."

L to R: Brs. Cristian and Vasile Crisan
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to phone a publication called Searching for
Truth. Even after seeking the assistance of
the hotel operator we were unable to get
through. Miss Xi, upon hearing this, informed us that this is an official publication
of the Communist Party. Our guardian
angel was surely the one blocking that call!
Our friend, noting our concern about not
having help during the mornings, mustered
some of her former students to meet with us
in the mornings. Not only did this provide us with translation and guidance,
but it also gave them exposure to a live,
English-speaking American. This turned
out to be a mutually beneficial situation,
as many Chinese young people are eager
to learn as much English as possible. On
several afternoons, our friend introduced
us to others of her students and friends.
These casual meetings provided opportunities for explaining the Chart and the
Plan on an informal basis. Whenever
possible we related how joyful the Romanian brethren were when they made
contact outside Romania. Our friends
entered into our sense of urgency at the
hope of meeting someone to whom the
Volumes would be familiar. We also
gained further insight into the preponderance of Atheism. With no hope of a
future life, their ambition is to have as
good a life as they can during their short
stay on earth.
The first formal meeting arranged by
Miss Xi was with a Catholic Father (in
the U.S. we would call him a priest). On
this occasion we were accompanied by
Miss Xi and another friend, Miss Peng,
who was also a very fluent interpreter.
When we saw his modest living quarters
we realized that he is not in the priesthood for the money. He lived in one
room housing his bed, desk and a closet.
The Father spoke about as much English
as we spoke Chinese, so we exchanged
greetings and pleasantries through the interpreters. Going on to religious topics, we
tried a few Latin terms. Much to our
delight, he was quite conversant in Latin!
For the next 45 minutes we outlined the
Plan of the Ages as represented in the Chart,
speaking to each other exclusively in Latin
(a dead language?) — much to the bewilderment of the interpreters. It remained the
joke of the journey that the interpreters
were the only ones left out of the conversation between a Chinese and a foreigner.
Who would have guessed 18 years ago
when we were studying ancient Latin literature that we would one day call it to use
witnessing in China!
It was here also that we began to realize
the enormity of the opportunities in the
Chinese religious community. Whereas in

the U.S., denominational leaders may close
the door to independent Bible Students, in
China there is less support — and therefore
less control — radiating from the central
organization. This Father was overjoyed
beyond words, not only to hear the Truth
expounded, but also with the fact that a
foreign religious figure would visit him and
share with him. He then took us into his
church and sang Gregorian chants in Latin
(music majors would-be interested to know

L to R - Sr. Chiang, Director of Convent,
(seated) Br. David, another Nun.

that he sang from a book using medieval
notation). The church, like his residence,
was very simple and austere.
We had previously assembled a dozen
presentation packages, each consisting of a
Chinese Bible, a magazine edition First
Volume, ten Charts with Mandarin nomenclature, several post cards, and a few sheets
of Divine Plan Bible Students letterhead.
We went by the name Divine Plan Bible
Students and included a representation of
the Chart on all literature in hopes that
someone previously exposed to the Truth
would recognize these familiar symbols.
The Father was thrilled to receive the presentation package and gave us a crucifix in
return! It is our intention to correspond with
him, realizing that anything we write in
English will need to be translated.

Miss Xi then announced that she was
able to secure a meeting with a very prominent Bishop. We met with him in what one
might term a parlor or receiving-room. It
had plush furniture and around its perimeter
were glass-covered bookcases containing
what appeared to be gifts from visiting
dignitaries from all over the world. He
received us graciously and we spoke at
length (with Miss Xi translating) about his
background and the purpose for our visit.
The regime had sent him to the "countryside" during the Cultural Revolution. As
subtly and gently as possible we offered
that true Christians throughout the Gospel age had suffered under persecution.
We gave him a presentation package and
he gave us a wooden commemorative
medallion of the Cathedral as a gift. He
told us that we, along with our literature,
were welcome throughout the Catholic
community in Beijing. Again, we felt
the hand of the Lord working through
our friend to open this important door
which could have been so easily closed.
Throughout the meeting we looked to
our friend to signal us for the right move
at the right time. At the close of this
meeting the Bishop asked a Nun, Sister
Chiang, to give us a tour of the Cathedral. She was proficient in English and,
after receiving a presentation package at
the end of the tour, invited us to visit the
convent where she lived.
The next day Miss Xi introduced us to
three of her English students, to whom
we explained the purpose of our trip.
After that we reviewed the Chart in
detail in preparation for a Chart talk at
the seminary.
Miss Xi had arranged for us to attend
a Sunday morning service at a multidenominational Christian (Protestant denominations are called "Christian")
church. The church was extremely
crowded but we, afforded all the treatment of a visiting foreign dignitary, were
led to good seats. It was almost embarrassing to be received this way. The sermon
was about baptism, addressed to over 20
altar-call candidates. Once the sermon was
over Miss Xi told us that it was OK to pass
out literature. On several occasions she
proved to be bolder and more responsive to
the moment than we were. Day after day it
was very moving to see how she, defiantly
heedless of the risks, helped us make contact. With some trepidation, we admit, we
started handing out cards and Charts. Before long a man in a tie (common dress is
casual, even in Church; we wore a suit for
occasions like these to show respect) came
over and told us in understandable enough
English that we should not be handing out
literature in the church. We apologized and

went outside.
Again Miss Xi told us that it was OK to
hand out more, since we were no longer in
the church but, still in the courtyard, not
quite on public ground. So we continued,
and while so doing met a few people with
some skill in English. One gentleman in
particular, an MD, offered to help circulate
literature for us but did not wish to incur the
risks associated with receiving literature by
mail. We believe that this type of networking could be a pivotal part of a future
extended stay in China. Before long, the
same man in the tie approached us and told
us that literature must first be approved by
the Pastor. We told him that our translator
would be introducing us to the Pastor. Then
he announced that HE was the Pastor. At
that point all we could do was apologize for
misunderstanding his policy and assure him
that we never intended to violate it.
Instantly Miss Xi came over to us with a
man in a suit who escorted us to an office
where we were to be "interviewed." We
thought we were in trouble now. As it
turned out it was a friendly interview with
Rev. Bei, a high-ranking official at the top
of the Christian (remember, "Christian"
means Protestant) community in Beijing.
The Bishop had contacted him on our behalf. He received us warmly, told us a bit
about his background, and gave advice about
better Chinese translations of the Bible.
Then, to our surprise, he apologized for the
behavior of the Pastor and assured us that
we and our literature would be welcome
among Christians throughout Beijing! The
Pastor, he confided to Miss Xi, is "too far to
the left." We gave him a presentation
package and asked him if he recognized it.
He had a vague recollection of a chart — a
more elaborate one — many years ago. We
described the chart with the creative days
represented across the top and he said that
may have been it. By sending him a copy
we hope to find out for sure. He expressed
in enthusiastic terms how he thought that
bringing this material into China for the
first time in so many years was an historic
event. He presented us with a Chinese New
Testament. (Please see photo of Rev. Bei.)
That afternoon we went to the convent to
which Sister Chiang had invited us. When
we arrived the nuns were in the midst of a
singing/chanting service having to do with
the stations of the cross. Afterward, they
gave us a tour of the church and showed us
a separate chapel and classroom area for the
nuns. Sister Chiang set up a meeting and
introduced us to the Director (we would call
her the Mother Superior). We explained the
purpose of the trip and went through the
Chart with her. She promised to pass out the
Charts and cards among the nuns and to use
the Chart as the basis of their next Bible

study. We urged that anyone with questions
should feel free to write to us. Writing to us
in Chinese would be fine, and we would
have our reply translated into Chinese. We
left her with a presentation package and she gave us a handmade
devotional picture. (She is shown
seated in the photo, with Sister
Chiang to her left and another nun
to her right.)
That evening we had dinner
with Miss Xi and her husband,
Mr. Hu, at their home. Their
means were modest and middleclass, but their hospitality very
generous. The conversation,
mostly in Chinese, centered
around life in China and in the
U.S. By the end of the evening
they and their friends had accepted
us as one of them rather than as an
arrogant western foreigner. Mr.
Hu gave us a gift of ceremonial
historic coins.
The next day we addressed a
group of English students at the
Social University. They had many
questions, which they articulated
almost completely in English,
about life in America, especially
the lifestyle of young people. They
also asked us our opinion of various political issues, which we
evaded as diplomatically as possible. This opportunity was the
closest we could expect to come to a "public" speaking opportunity. We were able to
explain the purpose and significance of our
trip to a very friendly group of young people.
For them, it was a rare treat to practice their
English on a real American. We later
received a thank-you note signed by most of
them in western-style names.
The final highlight of our experience in
China was a Chart talk at the Seminary,
with Miss Xi translating. The occasion
afforded nearly two hours of unrestricted
discourse to first-year Seminary students.
Three Fathers were also present. Everyone
got a Chart and a card. Our opening remarks emphasized that they would someday be helping others to understand the
Bible, and that the best way to prepare for
this is through systematic Bible study. Bible
history, chronology, prophecy, and many
doctrines must be understood
dispensationally. The framework for this
type of understanding is the Chart. Our
discourse proceeded through the Chart horizontally and vertically, explaining the pieces
of the pyramids and concluding with the
construction of the finished pyramid. We
explained death, the resurrection, the future
kingdom, the gospel call, the judgment day,
etc., all without opposition.
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We outlined the Divine Plan from another perspective also, based on the Funeral
Discourse in the Sixth Volume. Where
specialized scriptural terms were needed,

Reverend Bei

we used the Latin word and one of the
Fathers would translate into Mandarin. One
student was especially attentive whom we
later found out to be conversant in English.
He said he would write to us. At the end
they sang a song for us in English, which
included the sentiments, "God bless you"
and "Shalom." This was an extremely
touching gesture, considering that it required significant practice on their part. As
a gift they presented us with a tapestry of the
Leonardo da Vinci "Last Supper."
Afterward we met with the Dean of the
Seminary, who offered to pay for our service (payment was declined). We left a few
presentation packages and departed. As it
began to rain lightly we discovered that we
were in an area not frequented by taxis.
Miss Xi said she would try to find someone to give us a ride back. She returned, to
our surprise, with the Bishop. Who would
guess that we would be riding through the
streets of Beijing with a Bishop in his
limousine! We thanked him for the introductions and for his kindness. His reply was
that "we are all brothers in Christ." On the
way back we stopped at the Beijing Broadcasting Institute to let Miss Xi off and to
take pictures. (In the photo the Bishop is
See China page 9
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Testimonies By Departed Brethren
A testimony by Sr. Amy Pampling of Somerset, England given in
late August, was recorded just days before her death by Sr. Paula
Saudemont at the nursing home where Sr. Amy lived.

"I have a desire to testify to the Lord's goodness and tender mercies
and keeping power. I am so very grateful and thankful to Him. I
would like to thank the dear ones who sent love. Thanks to the
brethren that sent tapes. Thanks to Sr. Paula Saudemont for helping
me with this. We, Will and I, had the privilege of visiting many of
you in 1948 and '58. In '48 I tried to help at the Dawn while Will
was on his pilgrim trip. I remember helping Br. Ken Rawson (at
least, I hoped I helped him and did not hinder). It is good to know
these dear ones are still serving the Lord.
"In 1898, the year I was born, my parents had the Truth - before
I was born. In the Reprints (pp 1923 & 2103) are two letters from
my Dad to Br. Russell - Dad's name being William Thirkettle. Br.
Guard, whose son will be 100 this year, was choirmaster (in her
parent's church). Br. Guard was asked to resign because he was
caught reading "Food for Thinking Christians." My mother was so
upset she suggested to Dad that they call on the Guards to see what
was the trouble. Actually Mother said, 'I went to convert" but they
were themselves converted.
"I consecrated in 1910 when I was 12 years of age. Of course,
I did not fully understand all that was involved but I did desire to
belong to our dear Lord, and the Lord has taken care of me ever
since, giving me the necessary experiences to mold me into His
likeness. Thanks be to Him. I can still see that loving gentle look
when he gave me the right hand of fellowship, and the dear Lord
just kept me through sunshine and shadow these many years and
now I am 95. I do not know what the immediate future holds but
I do know who holds the future.
"Going back to childhood I well-remember the local meetings
and conventions I was taken to. One old brother fascinated me, his
name was Ebenezer Mason. He wore at conventions a card with
'Ebenezer' on it, and to me seems always to testify the saying,
'Hitherto the Lord has helped me.' Some of you met Eddie Roberts
when he visited you. He and his brother used to take me and my
sister to the Sunday School which was at Forest Gate and needed
a tram journey. There were no road rules then. The tram stopped
in the middle of the road, I stepped down - when on came a (vehicle)
and knocked me
down. I've not forgotten that bump on
my head. (That is
just by the way.)
"Now, Will and I
when we were courting. Because I
worked long hours I
had only Sunday
morning to tract. So
I got up early, Will
came for me and we
did not waste time,
because Will tracted
one side of the Rows
and I the other. Will
came back with me
and Mother gave us
breakfast. After wash
Br. Will Pampling
and brush up we went
to the local study. In the evening we went to Forest Gate for the
preaching service. How we did enjoy our Sundays and the blessing

of the Lord! On Tuesday at 9 pm Dad let me off and I met Mother
and Will coming from the study. Then my Dad decided to close
shop at 5 pm on Thursdays. It meant sacrifice for him because of
the severe competition, but for Will and me, a joy! Will came in
the evening and we studied Tabernacle Shadows. When we got to
the last chapter, Will was arrested because he would not join the
Army. He stood by his principles and had to serve time first in a
military prison then in a civil prison. I won't tell you of his trials
- he has received his reward. As for me, I am afraid I have to wait.

Sr. Amy Pampling, (2nd left front row) Gainsborough House
-

"I think I will tell you what we had arranged. 'If at all possible
at 11 am each day we will sing, "One more day's work for Jesus."'
Of course, I could only do it silently because of the customers
coming in. The Lord was our helper. Will and I married in 1917,
but it was another 12 months before Will was free. He had to find
work by a certain time or go back to prison. But the firms didn't
want Conscientious Objectors. So Will had to apply for an
extension of time and, just in time, the Lord directed him to the right
firm, and Will stayed with them until he retired. When we were
bombed out, his boss took us in for a time and we had many
opportunities to witness. Then in 1948 and 1958 we had the joy of
visiting you across the water. In '58 Will was a very sick man but
he experienced the Lord's promise that His strength would be
manifested in weakness. We were only home for 20 days when I
lost him. There were perplexities and difficulties, but I was
conscious that the Lord was with me and in full control. I was so
grateful to the heavenly Father and His beloved Son for giving me
that assurance.
"I was blest for ten and a half years meeting with the Seal Street
Liverpool Class. We were all of one mind and the Lord blessed us.
They have all gone home. I had by the Lord's grace, many
opportunities of service. I would like to state my position. I still
believe that the Lord is Present, I still believe the Lord gave us the
Truth through That Servant. I find much help and satisfaction in
the good old Truth. I do not find it helpful to go to meetings where
we did not agree, it could lead to argument which I would find
distressing. Some are different and can go and that does not affect
them, but I cannot take the risk. I cannot read the heart. I would
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not dare to judge. I prayed earnestly of this, I only want to do the
Lord's will as it is revealed to me. I do love the precious Truth. The
more I study the more precious it becomes.
"For now, I am in a nursing home and being taken good care of.
It is certainly a new experience. The proprietors are Doctor Moore
and his wife. I have been able to witness to the Doctor's mother.
Mrs. Moore asked if I would go to see their daughter Carol married
on July 24. They had hired an ambulance and wheelchair. I was
in the first batch which means that I had to wait until the last back.
So as we say over here, 'I had my money's worth' even though it
didn't cost me anything. Some may wonder about the Church, but
I knew what they say at a marriage. I did have a surprise when they
handed me a program...it was all different. No printed prayers,
nothing like the nominals. Well, I suppose these are nominals but
not the usual nominals. Doctor Moore gave the first prayer, I heard
a little but did not hear the minister's message. I did enjoy the
outing. When Carol came by after it was over she happened to see
me and said, 'Hello Amy.' I did appreciate that. By the way, the
bride and groom wore kilts, being Scots. The last hymn was the
Consecration Hymn 'Take my Life.' They did not use the tune we
use over here, but the tune you use.
"I finished preparing this testimony, as I thought, but had a big
surprise on Sunday the 25th. A sister who was on duty that day
brought me my tablet and said, 'You are doing a lot of studying,
aren't you?' I agreed. One of the Dawn booklets happened to be
on the table and she picked it up, turned it over and handed it back
and said, 'Divine Plan of the Ages, Who wrote that?' I replied,
'Pastor Russell,' she said, 'You mean Charles Taze Russell." I
asked how she knew his name and she said, 'I am a Jehovah's
Witness.' The Lord so clearly arranged me to come here, even
working miracles. I wondered why. I think I know now. The sister
asked me questions and I answered with the Lord's help.
"I know not what is before me, God kindly veils my eyes, He will
take care of you and me, giving grace and strength for our need.
Brethren, please pray for me as I do for you. I do love you all.
Continue to press on. It's worth it. The Lord be with you!"

A Testimony by Br. Steve Zaboski
(found in his Bible).

"Greetings in Jesus' precious name!
My coming into the Truth [began] when my wife Sr. Evelyn, Br.
Ray and Sr. Jo asked me to sit in on one of their studies, which I did
to observe and listen. I attended from time to time because I was
interested. But what got me most interested was when Sr. Jo
wanted to find an answer and wrote to the Fort Worth Bible
Students. She received an answer, and Fort Worth in turn sent a
letter to the
Connellsville brethren. We were invited
to visit them, but for
some reason I did not
go when the others
went.
"When they came
home and told me
how wonderful they
were - their love and
kindness and other
things - this amazed
me. One day Br. Ray
invited me to go to
the Bible Camp at
Zelienople. Upon
arriving I met several
brethren: Br.
Mike...and Br. Ray
Br. Steve Zaboski, grandson Stephen
Buchheit. I could see
what he was talking about - this to me was a different world. I
enjoyed everything so much I returned the next day.
"When I met the Connellsville brethren I could see for myself
what Br. Ray had said. Since meeting them there has been a great
change in my life. I never imagined there were people of such great
love and kindness left in the world - never complaining but always
smiling and joyful. To me this is a great blessing I will cherish the
rest of my life. Just in our short acquaintance I feel I have known
A Belated Tribute to the late
them my entire life. They have given me many blessings. 'Thank
Br. Wallace W. Wnorowski
you brethren! I hope I can continue my friendship and fellowship
Br. Wnorowski was born in Poland and came to this country when with all of you.'
he was a teenager about 1910. He had been in the Truth since age
"Dear Brethren, I must tell you of my experience while attend16. He studied the English language soon after he came to ing the Convention in Hiram, Ohio the day my wife Sr. Evelyn and
America, and shortly was able to interpret English discourses Sr. Jo Zabowski were going to be immersed. The day was beautiful,
extemporaneously off the rostrum.
but the Adversary tried to ruin it. A severe storm came and the
He served the Polish brethren all over the United States, and in baptism was nearly called off due to complete power failure in the
Poland and France. He made many trips to Europe and was in whole town....But we proceeded anyway. Just before the immerconstant touch with hundreds of brethren far and wide.
sion the power came on, only in the auditorium and church - no
Br. Wnorowski edited many Polish periodicals and translated power anywhere except our little college. Br. Newell was wonderthem from the English language. He translated the Dawn into the ful! People were amazed to hear the organ in the church. The Lord
Polish language for many years until about the early 1980's. He overruled Satan. Then the next day when we were going to take the
was well-known to thousands of brethren.
Convention picture, the Adversary again slipped in another storm
The Lord called Br. Wnorowski to his well-deserved rest on - but the Lord put him in his place. After everything was over the
October 16, 1988, at the age of 94 years and 10 months. We have storm returned. The Lord works in mysterious ways.
been richly blessed to have known him for so many years.
"I give thanks and praise to the Lord for bringing me out from
(Submitted by Sr. Stella Kukelski, October 16, 1993)
darkness to the light!" LI
God gives to you another year,
A year of hours and days;
And as you face its unseen tasks
And face its unknown ways,
Lo, every hour some treasure holds,
And every day new joy unfolds...

They come all wrapped in silver moms
That shade to golden noons,
Tied round with strings of jeweled stars,
Or sealed with mellow moons;
If one bring cloudy skies and rain,
A rainbow follows in its train.

So all that comes of seeming ill,
And all that you deem good,
Are but God's precious thoughts of love
When rightly understood.
Another year all fresh and new This is His lovely gift to you.

One of many poems circulated by the late Sr. Cora Sundbom as birthday greetings. Ed.
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Our Brethren Speak
"My tongue ... shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long; ..." Psalms 71:24

Testimonies at Lexington, KY Aug. 4-7:
A Native Son A Prospective Son
Br. Bob Jones, Bradenton, Florida.
"I was born in Lexington, 1926 and I lived here until 1943 when I
went into the Navy. I came back and in 1951 I first heard the Truth
- Frank & Ernest on the radio, 'The Truth About Hell.' Over the
years I got all the booklets and the Volumes, and in 1953 I moved
to Louisville. In May 1958 I went over to the meeting in New
Albany and was there for many years in that Ecclesia - just left this
past year for Florida.
"I had a family of five girls, ten grandchildren, two great
grandsons. Last year my granddaughter Wendy Burden was
immersed, and while it took a long time, I am happy the Lord saw
fit to draw a member of my family into the Truth. Since I feel like
a hometown host in a way, being from Lexington, I just wanted to
make the first testimony. The Lord has blessed me and I appreciate
it....I am happy that so many of you are here. I am happy that the
Lord has permitted me to have this privilege of being a prospective
son. I am happy for all of you and hope you will take advantage of
the situation and 'make your calling and election sure."'
"...Spread the Truth wherever we can!"
Br. Walter Hrechuk, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
"...We had the privilege of being overseas last year: in Germany,
Poland, the Ukraine and Romania, and in France at the
International Convention. Br. John (Olchowy) did the translation
of the Volumes from English to Ukrainian, and that was not
permitted there until the Lord overruled with Gorbachav on the
scene and the borders were open. We rejoice to see that the brethren
in every country are busy with the Truth. They want to spread it.
"It was interesting to me what they were doing with the Volumes
- the work we did back in Canada. Some had never seen the
Volumes. Now they have them in their homes. They have
meetings, some as many as three times a week. We were happy that
the Truth is being spread. We had the privilege of serving them in
many places. Some places we couldn't talk with the brethren
because of the language barrier, like in Romania...but we were
happy the Lord gave us the opportunity to be with our brethren.
"Here in Canada, the U.S., Japan and other places, the Lord is
permitting the Truth to be spread wherever possible. This is part
of our business. When the Lord was 12 years old, he said, 'Wist ye
not that I must be about my Father's business?' Our main business
is to build up the brethren first, then to spread the Truth even as our
Pastor mentioned, sowing seeds for the Millennium. We are
expecting to meet many of our brethren here, then go back to
Canada and tell the brethren about it also."
Greatly Rejoicing in Sharing the Truth
Br. Ed Winske, Columbus Ohio Ecclesia.
"...Sr. Luann and I have been reading the Volumes together...and
more determined to stick with them. We want to share a wonderful
witness opportunity we are having. A couple of gentlemen came
to Class and Br. Owen slipped into a Chart talk. I had struck up a
friendship with one of them, and asked what he thought of that. He
gave me a puzzled look. We talked some more then invited him and
his wife to our home. We wanted to have a Chart study
"The first words out of his mouth were, 'Why don't you believe
in the Trinity?' We told him we were not Jehovah's Witnesses...and
from that point on we related every single Ransom scripture we
could think of. He was receptive to it. When we mentioned that

Ransom means, a life for a life or antilutron in the Greek, his wife
said to him, 'Get out the concordance.' They looked it up and she
said, 'O.K.' Then she said, 'You guys don't believe in a hell either,
do you?' I said, 'No we don't, because we believe when someone
dies he goes into the grave and sleeps.' They looked up everything
in the concordance and it concluded their argument right there. He
then asked about the Second Presence of the Lord. 'How do you get
that?' I said, 'It is complicated but let's turn to Matt. 24. They
looked up presence instead of coming, and that is how the whole
discussion went. Now they want to come back and study some
more with us. We are looking forward to that.
"We have been greatly rejoicing in the Truth and being able to
share it. Luann has had an experience with one of our neighbors
that we are close with. Her mother died and we were able to give
her some comfort. She was blessed by that and wants to hear more
about that too. We will see what happens."
Discourses Encouraging to Stay with the Truth
Br. Marion Schrock, S. Steubenville Bible Students.
"I have appreciated the convention and discourses encouraging us
to continue watching and stay with the Truth, to carry out our
consecration vows which is so necessary, as we follow the
principles of righteousness in our every effort and attitude at all
times...
"We appreciate the meetings in Steubenville because we have
the liberty of expressing our thoughts along the line of the conditions we are living in, and the trials that seem to be ahead of us
according to prophecy.
"In the morning discourse an experience of mine was mentioned. It is true that my parents disowned me, but before I
consecrated I was writing to my parents, and when I learned
something of the Truth I mentioned some points of Truth, and they
quit writing to me. When I went home, my own parents were not
even in the room. They stayed in the back room so they wouldn't
see me or talk to me. I stayed there that night and didn't have
anything to eat while I was there. That was a great trial but the Lord
helped me through that.
"The Truth is more precious than the fleshly fellowship of other
people. We know that we are to give our devotion to the Lord, not
to fellow humans. I appreciate the privilege of fellowship with the
brethren here. I thank the Lord for it."
Received "one hundredfold" Already
Sr. Peg Kindig, Columbus Ohio Bible Students.
"I have appreciated the talk about receiving 'one hundredfold.' I
think I have received 'one hundredfold' already! I am still learning,
it is a difficult process. I am thankful to the Lord that He gives me
the experiences and that I am still able to learn and realize all that
still needs to be done in me. I am thankful for His patience with me.
I have been most thankful for the evidences of God's answering
prayers - very often in ways we could hardly imagine. I have been
very thankful to see how He overrules and the blessing that comes
with just leaving the experience in the Lord's hands and let Him
take care of it."
Thankful for such "a wonderful family"
Br. Paul Balko, Waterbury, Conn.
"My testimony is about the wonderful fellowship of the brethren
and the joy that I have in observing their service. We seem to fall
in the family category, in the greatest sense of love - we can't do
enough for one another. I feel that all brethren have at least one
See Brethren page 10
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Israel: Agricultural Miracle
(1977)
Twenty-nine years ago the State of Israel
was born on a humble plot of arid land.
While Jews there and around the world
rejoiced, the country's birth did not bring an
end to its people's problems.
Against a backdrop of hostile neighbors,
massive immigration which has ballooned
the original population of 650,000 to over
three million [now over 5 million], dire
economic challenges and a multitude of
social problems inherent in any developing
country, Israel has not merely survived...it
has flourished.
Nowhere is the country's determination
and resourcefulness more evident than in
the area of agriculture. Despite the fact that
Israel is 80 per cent desert - or more likely,
because of that handicap - the twenty-nineyear-old country has quickly developed into
the most agriculturally advanced in the
world. Israel is number one of all nations in
food production per capita. Many farming
innovations now used around the world,
particularly in developing countries in Africa and Asia, were either originated or
vastly refined in Israel. This brochure
highlights just three such creative methods
which help Israel conserve its most precious resource...water.
DRIP IRRIGATION, applied directly to
the roots of each plant at the rate of two
quarts an hour, enables Israel to use just
one-tenth of the water needed by conventional irrigation methods. With this technique water is not lost to evaporation, blown
away by the wind or applied to the leaves which can cause plant damage. Fertilizer
and weed control are mixed into the feeder
pipes in proportions appropriate for the
crops under cultivation.
Following Israel's success with it, the
drip system of irrigation was introduced
into the United States about ten years ago

(1967) Its use is especially widespread in
southern California, where thousands of
acres are now irrigated in this manner.

China From page 5
second from the left, next to Miss Xi. At the
right is another Father.)
On the way back to the U.S. we stayed
for a weekend in Japan with Sr. Junko
Kamada & Br. Akia Naito. There we enjoyed the privilege of meeting with consecrated friends. There are many challenges
facing the brethren there. They asked that
we convey both their love and their need for
our prayers.
In conclusion, we wish to reiterate how
impressed we are by the willingness of our
friends to work for us. We wish to recognize Miss Xi for her tireless & bold efforts
in organizing our appointments, as well as
her two friends, Miss Peng and Miss Na for

their selfless assistance. We realize also
that we were not there simply to curry the
favor of top officials. It was their receptivity, however, which allowed us to circulate
throughout the religious community unmolested. For that we sincerely thank them.
We also came to appreciate that one cannot
go into a new opportunity prepared only
with discourses. It is crucial to have an
understanding of the principles of the Truth
along with a command of their Scriptural
basis in order to meet the needs of the
moment. The effects of the brethren's kind
prayers were keenly felt everywhere.
The next step is to correspond with everyone we met, encouraging them to read
and to help promulgate the literature. We

In addition to its efficient use of precious
water, drip irrigation is also advantageous
in eliminating most weeds, reducing plant
stress, maintaining soil oxygen, increasing
vegetable and fruit yield and producing a
more luxuriant growth.
TUNNEL FARMING, the technique of
growing plants under a covering, has enabled Israel to make desolate wasteland
fertile and productive. Nowhere is tunnel
farming used more extensively than in Israel, where almost all crops get their start
under plastic.

The technique has a greenhouse effect,
shielding plants from harsh desert winds
and protecting them from dramatic drops in
temperature at night. Water evaporating

from the soil condenses on the plastic and
falls back down onto the plant.
As a result of tunnel farming, Israelis
have successfully moved their growing season up one month, and are able to export and
market their crops well ahead of European
farmers.
TUBE-O-PONICS has added a new dimension to Israeli agriculture - height! No
longer is a farmer limited by the length and
breadth of his field. He can plant vertically,
too.
Borrowing from hydroponics, the method
of growing in liquid nutrients instead of
soil, an Israeli inventor developed tube-oponics, a method of growing in seed tubes.
This amazing growing technique gives everyone the ability to grow his own food,
regardless of space limitations or availability of arable land. Plants grow in a medium
of peat, pearlite and vermiculite, while a
dripper irrigates the plant at a steady rate.
All types of plants can grow in the tubes,
except root crops. Strawberries, peppers,
cucumbers, egg plant and beans are possibilities. One tube can yield 80 pounds of
tomatoes.
Drip irrigation, tunnel farming and tubeo-ponics are just three examples of Israel's
miraculous adjustment to its limited agricultural resources.
Although the country is semi-tropical,
experts have found ways to grow tropical
crops such as bananas. Although the terrain
is far from grassy plains, farmers have
ingeniously discovered ways to feed and
raise cattle. Chickens, turkeys, fish, cotton,
flowers...they are all in abundance in Israel.
No wonder Israel is called an agricultural miracle.
The Israeli Information Desk
Cleveland, Ohio

have retained the professional services of
Miss Xi to translate the Divine Plan of the
Ages chapter by chapter. We are also
seeking translation of related study questions for a correspondence course. To date
three have responded, all with names in pinyin and telephone numbers. Finally, dear
friends, we do not wish any to think that we
have joined an exclusive club of overseas
servants. We wish publicly to acknowledge
and celebrate the precious service of those
whose persistent and often anonymous work,
though unpublished, is dear in the sight of
our heavenly Father. May the Lord add His
blessing. ❑
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Entered Into Rest
"But ye shall all die like men and fall like one of the princes."

Psalms 82:7

■ Sr. Helen Waytina of North Brookfield, Mass. was a lifetime ■ Sr. Amy Faith Pampling of Somerset, England, entered into her
member of the ecclesia of that name and city, and its Secretary for
many years. She finished her consecrated course of fifty years on
Oct. 10 at age 75.
Her father John Waytina was the
ecclesia's founder (about 1920) and
its elder until his death. He and his
wife Sr. Agnes brought up their family in the nurture of the Truth. Sr.
Helen is survived by three brothers
(Br. Ted is an elder of the ecclesia);
two sisters, nieces and nephews.
Sr. Helen shared a home with her
sister Alice Waytina (2 Hillsville
Road, N. Brookfield, MA 01535)
who gave her loving care in her
ordeal with cancer. All other members of the family likewise showed
great concern and loving support of
Sr. Helen Waytina
their afflicted sister.
"The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 1

Cor. 15:26

Brethren From page 8

talent, and they are being exemplified at this convention, and all
conventions we have attended. I am thankful to the Lord for having
such a wonderful family, and privileges of service in whatever
capacity over the years.
"My great joy last November was going on the trip to Israel and
seeing the expressions on those who went for the first time. I have
been there a number of times and my joy is within my heart. This
was a great experience for me. I am thankful for this convention
and the privileges afforded me, especially the gift of Jesus who
made this all possible."
"Resist the Devil and he will flee from you"
Br. Frank Boychuk, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
"I feel that I did speak to the Devil on the telephone! He (a man)
called and continuously claimed to be the 'angel of light.' This
happened a year or so ago when we had a TV program in Winnipeg
- we still produce the program.
`This one was on the 'Rich Man and Lazarus.' The false
doctrine of the Hell theory was very well explained on the program.
This person called and said he was Jesus Christ, he had come to save
sinners, and he asked me to repent from the error of my ways....After
explaining the whole thing to him, he said, 'You are a generation
of vipers, speaking evil...' I said, 'If you are Jesus Christ, why did
you come to Winnipeg? Are all the sinners in Winnipeg?' He hung
up on me...The next time he called he was God. He continued with
the same story, claiming that we were false prophets and false
teachers, etc. This time I told him, 'If you are God, whose
telephone are you using?' He hung up. The third time he called he
was the holy Spirit. He had to go through the three parts of the
Trinity....We felt that he gave up after awhile because of our stand
with the Truth and explanation of it to him. I feel that I was
indirectly talking to the Adversary himself. The work of demons!"
Convention a Constant Delight!
Sr. Lisa Canon, Washington (DC) Bible Students.
"I thank the Lord Jesus Christ for the privilege of being here; also
those brethren who enabled my family and myself to be here today.

reward on Sept. first. She was 95 years of age and had been
consecrated 83 years - longer than most lifetimes. Br. Will and Sr.
Amy Pampling visited the States in 1948 and '58 on pilgrim trips.
Br. Will's ministry is well-remembered and cherished by many
brethren.
A letter from Br. Fred and Sr. Ivy Binns of Somerset states:
"...Sr. Amy had been admitted to the hospital the previous day so
did not suffer long. She had not kept well for several years, but was
always bright and cheerful and ready to talk about the Truth, which
was her life. During the past two years she had been in a nursing
home because of needing more attention. Sr. Amy received many
letters from brethren in the States which she appreciated greatly..."
Br. Binns had been asked to take Sr. Amy's funeral service;
about 28 attended including the owners of the nursing home.
Afterwards some of the brethren had an opportunity to speak to
them about our wonderful hope.
Sr. Gladys Zehner of Topeka, Kansas finished her course on
September 28. She had been isolated for years. She was 96 years
of age on September 7. Br. Lyle Cook of Kansas City, MO
encouraged her spiritually over the years. Li

I have never been to I-0 and it has been a constant delight to me.
It was a hard trip due to chronic illness - I had not been to many
conventions or even to my own class. Though I have been isolated
I have not been alone. The Lord Jesus has been by my side, and I
have been blessed because I didn't know how close he was until this
condition. You don't know what you have, until you don't have it.
Just being able to walk down to the room, dress and come back has
made all the difference to me.
"Being able to fellowship means a great deal. I realize fellowship is a very dear, precious thing and the more that we are pulling
ourselves out of the world and away, resisting the Adversary and
the temptations around us, the more we need to lean on one another
and give our support. This is a great blessing to me... I just want
the brethren to know how grateful I am!"
Voices Bountiful Blessings
Br. Austin Williams, New York Ecclesia.
"I want to thank my heavenly Father for his bountiful blessings. I
have been striving to come to this convention for a long time being
in the Truth. I am four years old as I have been consecrated just four
years. One of his blessings is to attend four meetings in one week.
It has been a marvelous Scriptural uplifting, and to be with brethren
and share and really understand. It is so easy to say, 'Oh, I don't
approve of that brother or sister and their behavior,' if you will, but
if you really understand and are with them you will know what
sacrificial lives they are leading, so that is one eye-opener for me.
"While it is true I do look up to many elders...I try to keep the
words of the Apostle Paul, and of Jesus being the role model, in
front of us. I have always marveled at the Apostle Paul's life, the
way he turned himself around 180 degrees. Though he wasn't
perfect - that is a comfort to me - he could be consumed with zeal
in serving the Lord and could ask, 'What would you have me do?'
I ask that question and every day take an inventory of both my
moral and sacrificial life, asking the Lord's guidance. I thank the
brethren for being so warm here and I look forward to be here in the
future as well. May we all encourage and comfort one another in
running this race."
See Brethren page 14

11

Israel Mission Ripples Become Waves
Br. Kenneth Rawson is eager to share the
news of ongoing interest in the audio visual

Israel: Appointment with Destiny.
Thousands of the videos have been
distributed in Israel, Russia and the U.S. and the showings continue. Ed.

During our Israel Mission trip in 1992
(Fall), 2,500 Time to Favor Zion booklets,
and 1,000 Hebrew videos of Israel: Appointment with Destiny were distributed
there. We continue to receive phone calls,
faxes and letters from Israelis (officials and
others) who received or saw the Zion booklet or Hebrew video. All responses are very
positive. Two hundred and fifty English
videos have been sent to Israel as a result
and also more Zion booldets.
Spanish and Portuguese

Three months ago we received a letter
from a Brazilian Jew who had immigrated
to Israel (there are many Jews in South
America). He had just seen our Israel:
Appointment with Destiny video. He was so
excited that within 30 seconds he was writing us a letter. He makes video productions
professionally and asked permission to produce both Spanish and Portuguese versions.
He wants to flood South America with
videos - both the Gentile and Jewish communities. We gave him permission so long
as he agreed to produce the program in its
entirety.
Jews In Russia Inspired

We received a phone call from Professor
Branover. He is the head of SHAMIR, an
association of professionals and scientists
from the former Soviet Union now living in
Israel. SHAMIR distributed 500 of our Russian language videos in Russia. The feedback was very positive. Professor Branover
says that there will be a direct ratio of
Russian Jews immigrating to Israel as a
result of seeing our presentation. He urged
us to produce more Russian videos for them
- and we did. A second batch of 500 Israel:
Appointment with Destiny in Russian is
now being distributed throughout Russia by
SHAMIR.
Also we have produced a Russian version in VHS format and they are being
distributed to Russian Jewish immigrants in
the United States.
The Devil Strikes Back

When Young Israel (an Orthodox group
of Synagogues) placed an advertisement in
The Jerusalem Post announcing our premiere Jerusalem showing of Israel: Appointment with Destiny, the Devil started
the rumor that we were missionaries. The

rabbis of Jerusalem rose up in angry response, accusing Young Israel of supporting Christian missionaries. Although Young
Israel still had confidence in us, they were
ready to withdraw sponsorship of ourJerusalem showing. Providentially, we had already submitted an editorial article to the
Jerusalem Post in which we showed the
difference between Christian missionaries
and our message of comfort to the Jews.
We also expressed our support of Israel' s
anti-missionary law. Contrary to the assumption of many Bible Students, Israel's
anti-missionary law does not ban missionary activities. Israel is a democracy, Anyone can publicly preach Christ in Israel.
The only thing the anti-missionary law prohibits is using money or gifts to bribe someone to change their religion. We would
expect all Bible Students to be in harmony
with this principle.
After the,' erusalem Postarticle appeared
in its Israel daily edition, the Jerusalem
rabbis called Young Israel's office saying
they would come to our premiere showing
to hear our message for themselves. Young
Israel expected 400 at our showing and
attributed the overflow crowd of 1200 (with
many turned away), to our Jerusalem Post
article.
Foiled once, the Devil struck back. Our
article that was carried in the Israel daily
Jerusalem Post appeared over a month later
in its International Edition under the title
"Jews Must Remain Jews To Be Saved."
This was not our title. Certainly we do not
agree that Jews must remain Jews to be
saved. We wrote a letter to the chief editor
of the Jerusalem Post asking that they publish our letter disclaiming the title. They did
not publish this disclaimer, nor were they
required to. The editor has the prerogative
to make any changes he wants in an editorial article.
Unfortunately, some brethren concluded
that this most unfortunate title was ours. It
was not. We ask an interest in your prayers
that the Devil will not be successful in using
this untruthful title to stigmatize our work
of comfort to the Jews. Certainly Jews will
come into the high calling through the
general witness work, but we are instructed
to give this additional message of comfort
to the Jewish people for "the gifts and
calling of God are without repentance."
Meanwhile, we continue to have showings of Israel: Appointment with Destiny
across the country and the response is more
enthusiastic than ever. We just concluded a
total of six showings in San Diego and
Phoenix, all within a week and a half. The
rabbis were especially appreciative in their
closing remarks. One hundred and fifty-

five videos were sold at these showings.
The miracle continues. We call rabbis in
a certain part of the country who don't even
know us. We give them a specific date, they
agree, we go, give the showings and they
are always enthusiastically received. This
must be the Lord's doing.
Momentum Builds in the U.S.

There were four showings in Philadelphia, the result of a person having seen the
Jerusalem premiere. With several thousand
videos circulating in U.S. Jewish communities many Jews call to request their own
copies. A Jewish activist saw the program
at a B'nai Brith showing in California and
wanted a video to show to his circle of
Jewish organizations.
In New York-New Jersey area there were
two live showings on Israel's Independence
Day in May. An additional 25 showings
took place in Orthodox synagogues. These
resulted from an announcement in the bulletin of the National Council of Young
Israel.
Brethren's requests for showings in their
areas are combined, when possible, with
our travel to conventions. There have been
showings in Dallas, Detroit, Waterbury,
New Haven and Lexington, KY.
Since the September signing of the Israeli-Palestinian peace accord and the resulting increased violence there, our showings are getting an even greater enthusiastic
response.
We just concluded six showings in San
Diego and Phoenix within ten days of the
Thanksgiving weekend. Three showings in
synagogues were: Orthodox - 85; two
Convervative - 200 and 160. Both
Convervative rabbis in closing remarks said
it was a shame that it took a Christian to
inspire the congregation to see a Biblical
basis for the State of Israel, and unless based
on the Bible the Jewish life is meaningless.
In Phoenix a Reform showing drew 45;
all bought videos. Two Christians (nonJews) present asked where they could attend Bible studies. At two Conservative
showings 100 and 160 attended. The rabbi's
closing remarks moved us to tears. He said
his eyes were red from tears during the
program. Then he referred to a Talmudic
tradition: There are only 39 righteous souls
in human history before Messiah comes one in each generation - God's reason for
not destroying the wicked. He said he
didn't know who the 38 were, but the 39th
made the film presentation to them that
night. That he was moved to say that, was
a thrill to us - not because of the personality
but for the message of comfort we all love.
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Harvest News
Ecclesias Publish Peace and Salvation

WHY DO
WE DIE?
• Is There An Escape From Death?
• Will We See Our Loved Ones On
Earth Again?
• What Is God's Plan For Mankind?
Find the answers to these questions in the booklet:

"COMFORT AND
CONSOLATION"
Send for a FREE Copy to
West Suburban Bible Students
P.O. Box 654, Villa Park, IL 60181

Biblical Archeology Review

carried "The World Parliament of
Religions" (right) in its
September-October 1993 edition.
It was offered also to Christianity
and rejected as
Today
"unsuitable." Total requests were
179 for the WPOR booklet. The
cost was $700 for this one-sixth
page (now $1,200 for the same
space). The magazine is an
international publication, and the
Oakland County Michigan
Ecclesia has received requests
from around the world.

The
WORLD
PARLIAMENT
OF RELIGIONS
Is there common ground between

mono-theism and poly-theism?
Is belief in Jesus Christ really
essential to gain eternal life?
Could other "sacred" writings,
beside the Bible, also be the Word
of God?
What is the destiny of the millions
of people who have never heard the
name of Jesus or believed in Him?

———————
Send for your free copy of THE
WORLD PARLIAMENT OF RELIGIONS
and discover GOD'S plan of salvation
for all, in a better way than through
ignorance or superstition.
— — — — — —

The Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia's editorial ad (below) ran on Sept. 19 in the
Chicago Sun Times when the subject of peace between Israel and the Palestinians was
first prominent in the news. 130 requested the free booklet, "This Land is Mine!" The
Ecclesia advertises timely topics frequently in the Sun Times which has a circulation
of about 650,000.

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
BIBLE STUDENTS/P.O. Box 92/Clawson, MI 48017

Palestine's
Biblical
Destiny
As we watch the drama of the Middle Eact
unfold before us. many. with a bit of skepticism,
feel that peace in the Middle East will not last.
that the hatred and mistrust is too strong on b,
sides. As we look for the Biblical perspecti' m l•
peace will come, we realize that there will L. setbaAts
and there will be those who try to destroy the delicate
peace for which others are searching. The Bible ho..) , •
ever, holds out great hope because God has promit
peace between Arab and Jew. God has promised an
end of war and strife between all people. God has promised that
all men will dwell in the safe'havens of their own homelands.
The question of who really has the right to the land of Palestine
is a legitimate one. The Arabs argue that they were in the land
first. The Jews claim to be God's "chosen people," and that God
has given them the land.
The Bible addresses these claims very clearly. It says that the

land belongs to God and He gives it to whomever He chooses
(Psa. 24:1; Isa. 66:1). God very precisely designated tie f
Palestine for his servant Abraham, and declared that he was
giving it to his descendants (Israel) as an everlasting possession' (Gen. 15:18). As a modern day fulfillment of proph, y
has drawn them from all the nations of the earth and replanted
them in their land, never to leave again. But in making promises
to Israel God did not neglect their blood relatives, the Arabs. He
also gave specific promises of an Arab homeland. Peace will
come, not by depriving the Arabs. but by wonderfully providing
for them too.
We invite you to send for the free booklet, This Land is Mine.
Its detailed Biblical account maps out the borders of both the
Israeli and Arab promised lands, as God intends them to be.
Use the coupon below to send for this beautifully illustrated
booklet free of charge.

Chicago Bible Students • P. 0. Box 6016 • Chicago, IL 60680

The two ads by West Suburban (IL) Bible Students received a total of 81
requests. "Why Do We Die?" with 45, drew the most and cost $167. Both
were placed in the Chicago Sun Times Friday edition, one time only.
"Three Worlds" cost $210.

THE BIBLICAL THREE WORLDS

TRACE GOD'S HAND IN THE AFFAIRS OF MEN
THROUGH THE PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE!
SEND FOR A FREE COPY OF THE 350 PAGE BOOK
THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE AGES"

WEST SUBURBAN BIBLE STUDENTS • BOX 654 • VILLA PARK IL 60181

Please send me your FREE booklet, i nis Lana is Mine.
Name
Address
City State Zip

"Tell it out among the nations that the Lord is King;...Let it ring across the
mountains, bid them shout and sing!"
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Harvest News
"How beautzfuL..are the feet of him...that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth salvation..." Isaiah 52:7

County Fair a "Wash-out!"
At the New Castle Delaware County Fair on
September 16-19 it rained three days out of
four and dampened attendance
dramatically - down from 100,000 to
22,000. But the brethren of the Newark
Ecclesia "had a will to work" and their faith
was rewarded.
A report from the Class Secretary stated
that sales were higher than any of three
previous fairs; 54 First Volumes (3 Spanish) were sold compared to 30 last year. A
lot of interest was shown in booklets on
Spiritism, the condition of the dead, the
return of Christ, conditions in the world, but
the most popular subject was "Comfort &
Consolation." They found little interest
expressed in the Trinity.
The low attendance served one advantage: "With fewer people attending we had
more free time for good discussions with
other exhibitors," a spokeman said, "and a
few people seemed to be really searching but time will tell as follow-up is done."
The continual downpour created a problem as the booth was on the ground under a
tent. "Water came into our space, so boxes
of literature had to be moved to 'higher
ground,' a sister added, "but the problem
was solved, when a brother dug a trench
around our space."

Br. David and Sr. Marsha Hauke at Booth

The Class expressed gratitude for the
assistance of out-of-town brethren again
this year. "It was an encouragement from
the Lord!" Br. Bill and Sr. Mary Geisinger

also were able to help at the booth for an
afternoon, and a member exclaimed, "Br.
Bill passed out tracts from his wheel chair!"

Oakland County at Michigan State Fair
Normally, one does not expect to have
`Truth' offered at a state or county fair. But
that exception has become the rule in
Michigan where ecclesias have given
frequent fair witnesses. Such a one is the
Oakland County Michigan Ecclesia.
Their booth is simply a Chart of the
"Divine Plan" stretched across the back
wall, tables with books, booklets and tracts,
and of cours, stacks of The Divine Plan of
the Ages in paperback. The appeal is the
clear, concise introduction any person stopping there receives. Their plan is to captivate the interest, to inform briefly and place
the Divine Plan in every hand if possible.
Long discussions are discouraged, and reading the book is encouraged.
In late summer for two and a-half days at
three Michigan fairs - Jackson, Wayne
County, Michigan State - 650 First Volumes were sold at $1.00 each, and the
buyers' names obtained for follow-up. Additionally 16 sets of Volumes were sold at
two fairs, and hundreds of booklets and
thousands of tracts were distributed at all

three. The Class has concluded that the Fair
witness is the most productive for placing
Volumes at so little cost, and the members
are determined to continue this witness as
long as the opportunity is theirs.
At the State Fair this year, a woman
came by who was familiar with the Divine
Plan. She had received it from a co-worker
- zealous to have everyone read it - (she is
now deceased) but her name was not familiar to the brethren. Two other women who
had purchased the First Volume in a past
year, stopped to say "we love it!" Though
not interested in meetings or further literature, they wanted tracts for advertising the
Volume to others.
The Follow Up Meeting

God has a plan ... and you are in it
THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE

AGES.
Millions in the hands of Bible Students!
A key to understanding these topics:
Why God Permits Evil, Our Lord's Return,
The Day of Judgment, Thy Kingdom Come.
Send $1.00 for this 350-pp. Bible Companion to:

Bible Students • P.O. Box 92 • Clawson, MI 49017

This ad (actual size) was placed in
American Health Magazine's classified
section in Spring 1992. So far, the Oakland
County Ecclesia has received over 150
responses - each included $1. for Volume.
Even now, an occasional request comes in.
Cost: $350 range. Should any wish to use
this ad, the art is available from the ecclesia.

-

"The Rich Man and Lazarus" was the
subject for the follow-up meeting, after the
fair. Four persons attended, and two came
back the next week for the Class study in the
Divine Plan of the Ages. They showed
some promise, and one bought a set of
Volumes.
"The spirit of the Lord God is upon me...to preach good tidings unto the meek.." Isaiah 61:1

August 3-7, 1994
Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias'
20th Annual,
Hilton Inn
Worthington, Ohio
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Testimonies at Portland, Oregon August 21:
A Tragic Happening at Convention
Br. Darius Grudzien, Chicago Bible Students.
"Recently we had a witness at the Disability Fair in Chicago. It was
a very large fair and a very successful witness effort. People were
very receptive, willing to listen to the Truth, and it was a touching
experience for those who were there. How the brethren enjoyed
sharing the message with those disabled and seriously
handicapped! We also got some sad news from the brethren in the
Ukraine. For many years there were no conventions in the Ukraine,
now they have a little more freedom so they enjoy them. They had
their first convention in Lviv, the largest congreation of brethren in
Ukraine. A sad accident happened, as many probably know, Br.
Voibeda's little boy fell into boiling water and died. It happened
during the convention. It was a very painful experience for the
Voibeda Family The entire busload from Poland stayed longer just
to comfort them. They would appreciate your prayers..."
Comforting the Handicapped a Joy
Sr. Ruth Burns, Northwest Indiana Bible Students.
"I've been in the Truth since I was a little girl - that's a long time.
I know practically all of the brethren in our area and at most
conventions...but this convention is a little unique as there are quite
a few I don't know. I am happy to include them in our family. I
enjoy the studies too - we enjoy our little home studies with 7 or 10,
but there is something nice in sitting next to a brother or sister from
Washington or Oregon. That is a blessing.
"Br. Darius mentioned the Disabled Fair. It seems to me that in
the 'last days' there are more and more disabled and handicapped.
In our area we have the privilege of meeting with 6-7 girls in a group
home for the handicapped. Though their undestanding is limited
they can appreciate the fact that they are going to be liberated from
their handicaps in the Third World. They can understand that
much....Giving those girls the Truth is such a wonderful blessing
for them - and as we drive home we really are the happiest! Br. Wilf
McNee said that the Truth should completely fill our lives, and
that's what I want to do..."
Learning Lesson of Dependence on the Lord
Sr. Virginia Palmgren, Wenatchee Bible Students.
"I would like to praise the heavenly Father in your presence, that
I could be here for now. Like some of the others, I have been
learning the lesson of dependence. Total dependence upon the
Lord and his will. A couple of days ago, had I been using worldly
wisdom I would have stayed home, but the new creature needed
nourishment and I decided I should use the wisdom of the spirit. I
want to praise our heavenly Father for his care over me because I
am alone, but I do have a Class - there are six of us. We even have
a new one, he keeps coming and coming, and every time I wonder
if he will come next time He loves the Truth already, and I love
each of you, everyone of you..."
Testimonies at Villa Park, Illinois September 4-6:

"A lot more to this Bible Student business...than I realized"
Br. Brian Kutscher, Berean Bible Students, Detroit, MI.
"As an Ebenezer, back in 1969 I attended a seminar for young
people in Michigan. I know some brethren didn't think they were
very beneficial...but I was glad I was there as it was very helpful to
me. One thing that caught my attention at that time (four years
before I consecrated), was the Great Pyramid. Br. Carl Hagensick
had a slide presentation of Br. Morton Edgar's glass slides (they
were Br. Meggison's copy). They were so beautiful, and when Br.

Carl described how the life of Christ, the thirty-three and a-half
years, is shown not only inside the Pyramid but also, how you lay
out the passages on a map, and the angle of the passage goes right
through the northeastern corner of Bethlehem, where our Lord is
purported to have been born....All these wonderful relationships
showed up to me, I said, 'How can this be? This is a lot more than
coincidence. When I sat down and thought about what I had seen,
I realized there was a lot more to this Bible Student business I had
been involved with all my life, than I ever realized. A few years
later, I desired to give my life to the Lord, and I have never regretted
it... The Pyramid is still of great interest to me, mathematically and
spiritually.
"Another thing of more recent concern was coming home from
Salem and finding the floor of our basement wet. Nothing of any
spiritual value - the older materials, the newspapers, tapes, etc.was affected at all. I couldn't replace newspapers printed in 1903
- a whole box of those were on the floor in the basement where only
two spots didn't get wet. The other one was where the reel to reel
tapes of our old-timer brethren were located. Everything else on
the floor got wet. Nothing of value was affected so I look at that
as a small miracle, the Lord's overruling providence for which I am
very thankful."
A Miracle in Disguise
Br. Ed Beard, Sr., Woodland, Illinois.
"I had a miracle in disguise in January. I fell on the ice and broke
six ribs. The way the doctor explained it, I was on the verge of
having a massive heart attack, and the accident called attention to
it. Since then I had a couple of operations, and a little short term
memory loss. But I am still around, still rejoicing in the Lord!"
"They had the answers I was looking for"
Sr. Mary Ellen LaVerne, Orlando, Florida.
"I have been consecrated about one year and a half, but I have
received blessings before that. I appreciate the love and knowledge
the brethren share with me to help me grow and walk the Narrow
Way. I want to give special mention of Br. Ed Lorenz who is my
uncle in the flesh. A little on how I came into the Truth. I had a
bit of it when I was a child. My grandparents were in the Truth and
my mother, but not my father. She took us to class with her when
we were young, so we got a little Truth. Sr. Sundbom was my
Sunday School teacher. As I got older, I drifted away as a lot of kids
do. I went looking in many different places - Methodist, Baptist
and Seventh Day Adventist - several churches. There has to be one
that is right! I winged my way back to the Truth, and then Br.
Edward and Sr. Doris sent me a set of Volumes, and that really got
me started. They did have the answers I was looking for. I knew
there was one right Truth that overtook all the others."
Grandparents Channel of Miracle
Br. Art Ledwinka, Columbus Indiana Bible Students.
"One of the biggest miracles for me was through my grandparents,
the Ledwinkas. My Grandmother Ledwinka was a Kutscher. Brian
Kutscher's grandfather and my grandmother were brother and
sister. I came from a broken family. My mother and father
divorced when I was five years old. My grandparents on my
mother's side were Catholic. My Grandparents Ledwinka wanted
to adopt me (the mother usually gets the children), so I went to the
Catholic church for a while. I wasn't a very good Catholic but I
always loved God. I knew there was a God and always had
reverence for God even though I was mixed up. My grandparents
and the whole family got down on their knees in their bedroom and
prayed on my behalf - that the Lord would watch over me until I
came to the age where I could make my own decisions. And He sure
See Brethren page 16
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The Gutenberg New Testament
"The Gutenberg Bible may be described It is not possible for many men ever to touch
without the slightest exaggeration not only or even look upon a page of a Gutenberg
as the earliest but also the greatest book in Bible." - Henry Stevens of Vermont, the
the world. It is the first book from the London bookseller, writing in 1870 to
printing press, having been preceded only George Brinley of Hartford, Connecticut,
by a few trial pieces, single leaves, alma- who purchased the second copy ever to
nacs and grammatical booklets of which cross the Atlantic.
HUNDREDS OF VOLUMES, indeed whole limerely stray fragments remain.
"Ir is ONE of the most beautiful books braries, have been written about the invenever printed: the quiet dignity of those tion of printing and about Gutenberg - of the
twelve hundred and odd pages of dark stately struggle to design letters, to discover a
type, the deep black of the ink, the broadness metal that would hold clear cut edges and
of the margins, the glossy
opened at the Lord's Prayer
crispness of the paper, may
have been equalled, but they
have never been surpassed; and
in its very cradle, the printers'
art, thanks to the Gutenberg
Bible, shines forth indeed as
an art as much and more than
as a craft.
"LAST BUT NOT leaSt, The
Gutenberg Bible is the first
edition of the Book of Books.
THE LILLY LIBRARY INDIANA UNIVERSITY
The mere fact that in the Rhine
valley in 1450 the first book to be printed stand pressure; to find paper and a formula
should have been the Bible, tells its own for ink which could be applied to it by type,
story. While Gutenberg and Fust were to perfect a press that would bring perfect
actually at work, the fall of Constantinople contact, etc. Yet as George Parker Winship
in 1453 announced the end of an old world of Harvard said in a lecture in 1940, "Everyand the dawn of modern thought. Did thing concerning the Invention of Printing,
Gutenberg realize that by setting up the which a person of cultured interests needs to
Holy Text in type he was heralding one of know, can be put into a single brief senthe greatest movements of human thought tence, in which there is nothing that was not
stated in print in the year 1470. Nothing of
in the history of the civilized world?"
Seymour De Ricci, leading bibligrapher any vital significance has been added to the
on the subject and author of Raissonne des statement that Gutenberg invented printing
and that he printed a Bible at Mainz in
Premieres Impressions de Mayence.
"Pray, Sir, ponder for a moment and 1450."
THE BIBLE is not only the oldest printed
appreciate the rarity and importance of this
precious consignment from the old world to book, the most reprinted book (it is estithe new. Not only is it the first Bible, but it mated over two billion copies have been
is the first book ever printed. It was read in issued), the most translated book (into more
Europe half a century before America was than 850 languages and dialects) - it is, quite
discovered. Please suggest to your deputy properly, the most sought-for of books by
that he uncover his head in the presence of bibliophiles, and the most expensive. The
this great book. Let no Custom House last public sale of a single volume only, of
official or other man in or out of authority the two in which it was originally issued,
see it without first reverently raising his hat. was for $88,000 in London in 1947; and the
Afflicted From page 2
■ Sr. Laura Kelsey (Meadowbrook Rest Home, 63 Westbrook
Road, Centerbrook, CT 06409) is in a care center due to the aging
process (going on in all of us). Sr. Laura is widely remembered for
her gift of poetry which she has applied spiritually in inspirational
rhyme. Some may remember her baptism at the First General
Convention 1939, at Webster Lake, Indiana. Cards and letters will
assure her that she is not forgotten by her brethren whom she loves
dearly.
■ Br. John Ukrainski (311 Edgewater Road, Bloomingdale, IL
60108) "Dear Brethren: My heartfelt thanks to all you dear ones for

copy owned by the New York Public Library, the first to come to America, purchased by James Lenox in 1847 for the then
"mad price" of L500, was insured for a half
million dollars when shown at New York
City's Golden Jubilee.
OF THE ESTIMATED three hundred copies
originally printed, forty-seven are known
today, the majority imperfect. America
possesses fourteen of these, Germany eleven,
Great Britain eight, France four, Italy and
Spain two each, and Austria, Denmark,
Poland, Portugal, Belgium, and
Switzerland one each. All copies outside America, with one
exception, are in permanent
libraries, state or institutional.
This one exception is the copy
privately owned in Switzerland, formerly in the Imperial
Library at St. Petersburg, Russia, and sold in 1931 by order
of the Soviet government...
THE INDIANA COPY on exhibition, the only one in America
located between the coasts, has a romantic
history. It was originally discovered in a
peasant's but in Olewig, near Trier, Germany, by a librarian, Wyttenbach, in 1818,
who just managed to save it from complete
destruction and who recovered some of its
leaves from children's schoolbooks on which
they were used as covers.
UNTIL 1933 it was in the Stadtbibliothek,
Trier, and was then sold. It was eventually
broken up and dispersed. However, this
New Testament portion, nearly complete
(116 of 128 leaves), was kept intact and in
its contemporary binding...
EXHIBITED WITH the New Testament are a
leaf from the controversial Constance Missal, which, it has been claimed (and disputed), was printed prior to the Gutenberg
Bible and a leaf from the second edition of
the Latin Bible, printed possibly by
Gutenberg about 1460. Of American university libraries only Yale possesses a leaf
of the former and Brown a leaf of the latter.
1:1

your cards, gifts and prayers on my behalf. It means a lot to be
remembered by those of like precious faith.
"It was a year in November that I came to live in this nursing
home. The experiences and blessings here have been so wonderfully overruled by our loving heavenly Father, to whom goes all the
glory and honor and praise. There have been many opportunities
to witness of the coming kingdom with no more sickness and death.
One privilege I had was encouraging a woman who is paralyzed
from the shoulders down. Mentally, she is alert and appreciates the
visits. If I'm faithful, how wonderful it will be to actually see her
and others restored to human perfection. What a grand time that
will be! May you continue faithful to the Lord, the Truth and the
brethren." ❑
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did! I thank Him, my grandparents and all you brethren that had
a hand in helping me."
"I'm one day nearer home..."
Sr. Elsie Peters, West Suburban Bible Students.
"I am at the age where I can't do very much, and I appreciate the
help of all my brethren and thank the Lord with all my heart. My
cup is running over. Thank the Lord for the privilege of being here.
Thankful for the spiritual food, so much to think about, all the
thoughts are so beautiful. I am glad for the sweet fellowship that
I had with many of you. I want you to know that I am still in the
School of Christ, still learning, and as Br. Russell said, 'I will not
graduate until the Lord says it is enough, come up higher.' I am so
thankful for my dear children and my loving husband for helping
me so much. They are making my last days very joyous.
"I would like to read just a paragraph from the Reprints, which
is my very favorite. 'Treasures in Heaven' - 'Each day as the sun
goes down and the shadows gather round us, How sweet to sing, I'm
one day nearer home. We have very nearly reached the mountain
top and each day our journey is nearing its end. We do not know
how long but we think it will not be very long.' Page 5863 (very last
paragraph of article). We want to be faithful and pray that you will
all be faithful. We love you all very much and very dearly, keep
holding the banner high."
Testimonies at Piqua, Ohio September 26:
Rejoicing while knowing "Things will get worse"
Sr. Joanne Lonske, Columbus Ohio Bible Students.
"My meditations this past week were on what has been transpiring
in the world with Israel - how things move along with the PLO and
those developments. We were expecting something to happen
along that line, but now we see it actually transpire. We know that
Israel when it is taken over by its enemies, will be dwelling in a
sense of peace and safety, but is this the beginning of that sense of
security?
"I was listening to Ted Koppel interviewing Rabin. He mentioned that in talking with an Israeli woman there, her feeling was
that she is in a cage with a lion, meaning the PLO. Rabin's response
was that if she didn't like the cage she could leave, and he didn't
think the PLO was a lion. In one sense the woman was correct, but
we know that one day real peace will be there. They are trying
under man-made conditions to insure it. I am wondering what will
happen with the Russian Jews, so many of them have settled on the
West Bank. Whatever happens will be the Lord's permission, and
whether the Israelis act wisely at every step, the Lord will overrule
the final... Being able to enjoy the life we have, do we sometimes
forget about the suffering that is intermingled with Restitution's
beginning blessings? I rejoice in the Lord's doings in the world
even knowing that things will get worse before they get better."
From Farmers to Rocket Scientists
Br. Mike, Patrick, Miami Valley Bible Students.
"It is a very great privilege to be among the Lord's people again.
I don't get to attend many conventions. I'd like to raise my voice
and glorify the name of the Lord. To thank him for all he has done
in my life, taking me out of darkness. I thank him for the
experiences that, at times, I don't understand. Many times we can't
understand them until we get away from them and look back, then
you can see the effect on your life. I am glad that I have met a real
cross section of people in the Truth - you go from farmers to rocket
scientists. That is what the Lord has in mind, a real cross section
to cover all walks of life and all the experiences."

A Testimony given at Bellingham, WA, Oct. 3rd:
Praise From An Overflowing Heart!
Sr. Jane Canell, Northwest Seattle Ecclesia.
"...I just wanted to say that I am so thankful to be here, and I would
like to read a hymn (#237):

`Praise the Lord! ye heavens adore him; Praise him,
angels in the height; Sun and moon rejoice before
him; Praise him, all ye stars of light.
`Praise the Lord, for he hath spoken; Worlds his
mighty voice obeyed; Laws which never shall be
broken, For their guidance he hath made.
Praise the Lord, for he is glorious; Never
shall his promise fail; He shall make his saints
victorious; Sin and death shall not prevail.
'Praise the God of our salvation; Hosts on high,
his power proclaim; Heaven and earth and all
creation, Laud and magnify his name."
"I am thankful to be here to see your illuminated, faithful faces
once again, and I do want to be an example to all. Also this peace
I feel - I have felt this peace of heart and mind and I know it is
through the prayers going up on my behalf; and because my
heavenly Father has promised that he will give peace if we 'keep
our minds stayed on Thee.' I have more than ever wanted to 'keep
my mind stayed on Thee.' I do ask an interest in your prayers and
to keep on keeping on, and again I say, 'Keep on keeping on, and
rejoice, and again I say rejoice!' I am so thankful to see you all
again!"
Letters of Testimony
Truth Fills the Void in Her Life
Sr. Lauren Rose, Ecclesia at San Marcos, CA.
"I was raised in the Truth and believed it all my life. I was immersed
at age 13 but believe I never received the holy Spirit at that time
because I wasn't ready. At age 19 I drifted away from the Truth and
into many difficult experiences in the world. All of this prepared
me, as I see now, and brought me closer to the Lord. In 1983 I met
Carl Rose, now my husband, and although we were not involved in
the Truth, through visits with my mother, Carl came to understand
some doctrines of the Truth; and I slowly came closer to the Lord.
Because mother lived with us the Lord came into our lives so slowly
we didn't realize it until it was right there.
"In 1991, I was stressed out from overwork. Mother planned to
attend the Salem Convention and Carl suggested that I go with her.
Everything fell into place - there was space on the train, and dear
brethren I knew all my life, had space to put me up. Mother
(unknown to me) was apprehensive that I would be bored and her
enjoyment of the Convention impaired. But strangely from the
first, I felt at home with all the dear ones. I attended all the
discourses, drinking in the Lord's Word from dedicated brethren.
I bought a set of Volumes, and during one discourse and hymn, it
struck me - This is what I need to fill the void in my life. I knew
there was a void but hadn't known how to fill it....At that convention the Lord made it clear to me. I had walked away from the Lord
as a young adult, yet He never walked away from me. All those
years, I believe He had looked out for me and when the time was
right, He brought me back into the fold and showed me the
enormous depths of His love and kindness. Shortly after returning
See Brethren page 18
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Serving Our Brethren
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

Romanian Brethren Get
Volumes in Own Language
In September a group of brethren in Romania distributed Volumes
newly printed, in four towns. Six brothers and three sisters traveled
from Cluj and served two conventions at Calinesti and Iapa. An
excerpt from Br. Cristian Crisan's letter gives some details:
"...There was a big convention at Iapa Sept. 19 and going there
we gave a lot of Volumes (4th & 6th), hymn books, Manna texts,
Photo - Drama of Creation and tracts. We gave books in Mara, Iapa,
Sighet, Calinesti and at Convention for all who wanted for himself
and for his Class..."
Any who remember when a supply of Volumes was not available
in America, can appreciate the joy these Romanian brethren are
experiencing in having their own personal copies. Ed.

Pastor Russell's Sermons on Tape
Both Vol. II and III of the "Sermons" book are now ready. The cost
is $12 each. These recordings are the project of the Wenatchee
(WA) Bible Students.

Matt. 25:40

Send orders for Vol. I, II or III, at $12. each, to Wenatchee Bible
Students, 404 First Street, Wenatchee, WA 98801. Please make
checks payable to: Virginia Palmgren.

Manna Text Calendar 1994
This is a project of the Br. Carl Hagensick family of the Chicago
Bible Students Ecclesia. May we express for Bible Students
everywhere who receive and use this calendar, our hearty
appreciation of this useful gift, with good thoughts suggested on
every page. It helps us to "number our days that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom!" May 1994 be the best year yet in our
individual consecrated lives, is our hope and prayer for all.
Request calendars from: Carl Hagensick, 2929 Hillside Lane,
Darien, IL 60561. Phone (708) 910-1060.

Secretary Change
Portland Area Bible Students
Mrs. Richard Evans
5545 E. Evergreen Blvd. #6606
Vancouver, WA 98661

Charitable Contributions and the 1993 Tax Act
Caesar Changes Some of the Rules
Undoubtedly, the brethren have all heard of
President Clinton's Revenue
Reconciliation Act of 1993 and its impact
upon income tax rates. What the brethren
may not be aware of is the impact of this
legislation upon the ability of an individual
to claim a deduction for certain charitable
contributions on his or her income tax
return beginning in 1994.
Before the 1993 Tax Act, an individual
could deduct a cash contribution made to a
qualified charity (an ecclesia, for example)
by simply keeping the cancelled check or, if
given in currency, by keeping a detailed
contemporaneous record of the contribution.
Respecting any cash or non-cash contributions of more than $250.00 given to a
qualified charity after December 31, 1993,
Internal Revenue Code Sec. 170(f) (8) mandates that the deduction cannot be taken
unless the taxpayer "substantiates" the contribution by getting a "contemporaneous
written acknowledgement" from the donee
organization. The existing rules will continue to apply to contributions under
$250.00.
For example, if on January 15, 1994,
Brother X makes a $300.00 contribution by
personal check to Ecclesia Y, Brother X
may not deduct that contribution on his
1994 individual income tax return unless he
receives from Ecclesia Y a certain written
acknowledgement. The deduction may be

taken so long as the acknowledgement is
received by Brother X before he files his
1994 income tax return.
The tax experts seem to be in agreement
that the substantiation requirement applies
on a per contribution basis, and not on an
annual per donee basis. This means, for
example, that if Sister X gives one cash
contribution of $300.00 on June 15, 1994 to
Ecclesia Y, Ecclesia Y will need to provide
an acknowledgement for Sister X to be able
to deduct the contribution. But, if Sister X
makes a cash contribution to Ecclesia Y on
June 15, 1994 of $150.00 and another cash
contribution of $150.00 to Ecclesia Y on
November 15, 1994, then Sister X does not
need to get an acknowledgement from
Ecclesia Y in order to deduct all $300.00 on
her 1994 income tax return.
The acknowledgement must conform to
the requirements of the Internal Revenue
Code. The acknowledgement must state
the amount of the cash contribution, a description (but not the value) of any non-cash
contribution, a good faith estimate of the
value of any goods or services rendered by
the donee organization to the taxpayer in
return for any non-cash contribution (or a
statement that the benefit was strictly an
intangible religious benefit). Congress did
not prescribe a particular form for the
acknowledgement - only its contents. A
letter directed by an ecclesia back to the
donor will be acceptable.

An ecclesia does not need to issue a
separate letter for each contribution. That
is, there is nothing preventing an ecclesia
from acknowledging in one letter all of the
contributions made to that ecclesia during
an entire calendar year by a brother or sister.
Obviously, obtaining an
acknowledgement from the donee ecclesia
for a cash contribution is quite easy. The
more difficult problem arises with expenditures made on behalf of an ecclesia (such as
direct out-of-pocket travel expenses incurred
by elders in serving a convention). Unless
in the days ahead the IRS uses its Congressionally authorized power to adopt regulations to ease the substantiation requirement
in these types of instances, oddly enough, it
appears that the brethren will need to report
to the ecclesia what they spent for travel so
that the ecclesia will be able to acknowledge receipt of the contribution.
This article is not published for the purpose of providing tax advice to anyone. It
is merely to alert the brethren to the change
in the law. Brethren are encouraged to
consult with their own tax advisors respecting the new law before making any changes
in their charitable contribution habits.
Br. Wesley Cramer, an attorney-at-law,
has furnished the Newsletter with the above
explanation of the changes in the portion of
the 1993 Tax Act that affects certain contributions to charity, beginning January 1,
1994. Ed.
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The Unfinished Business of World War I
Indianapolis Star,

By Paul Greenberg
PERHAPS the most perceptive comment
about the outbreak of peace in the Mideast
came from Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
senior senator and offbeat scholar from
New York. On being briefed earlier about
the agreement between Israel and what is
now to become Palestine, Moynihan
observed that the end of this 40-plus years'
war represented nothing new so much as
something old. At last, he said, the world
was wrapping up the unfinished business
of World War I, including the redistribution of the old Ottoman Empire.
In a sense, much if not all of world
diplomacy now deals with the unfinished
business of the Great War. The happy

demise of the Evil Empire seems to have
pushed the world clock back to 1914, to a
time before ideology was promoted as a god
requiring endless human sacrifice and suffering. With the defeat of communism and
fascism, the world is back to parceling out
the writhing remnants of great empires including a place still called Bosnia.
The festivities at the White House this
week marked still another step away from
the nightmarish history of the 20th century
and back to the heady hopes of the 19th. It
is as if the world were on track again. By all
means, let us return to the past; it would be
progress.

Sept. 16, 1993

At times such as this, when man's hopes
and fears come together, and hope emerges
triumphant for however long, one almost
should. We've been here before, and taken believes again in something William James
wrote 10 years before World War I plunged
a wrong turn before.
The references to the common spiri- the century into madness: "Reason is one of
tual heritage of those making peace Mon- the very feeblest of Nature's forces, if you
day offered some assurance that, despite the take it at any one spot and moment. It is
complex challenges ahead, the good words only in the very long run that its effects
and good feelings will take root, grow and become perceptible. Reason assumes to
flourish again, and that the Middle East will settle things by weighing them against one
another without prejudice, partialities, cube renewed as in days of old.
May the prayers of all be answered in pidities and excitements.
these miraculous times. In the fullness of
"Appealing to reason as we do, we are in
time, Arabs and Jews come to realize that a sort of forlorn hope situation, like a small
only if the prayer of the other is granted can sandbank in the midst of a hungry sea ready
their own for peace and justice be fulfilled. to wash it out of existence. But sandbanks
Proudly, this republic has played a cen- grow when the conditions favor; and weak
tral role in the long, long peace process as reason is, it has the unique advantage
through president after president, from Harry over its antagonists that its activity never
Truman to Bill Clinton. America has been lets up and that it presses always in one
a good friend to Arabs and to Israelis, direction, while men's prejudices vary, their
despite what each might have said or thought passions ebb and flow, and their excitefrom time to time.
ments are intermittent. Our sandbank, I
If reason were sovereign in this world, absolutely believe, is bound to grow - bit by
there would be no doubt that this would be bit it will get diked and break-watered."
The dreams and hopes expressed at the
but another inevitable step on a long and
happy journey. But if reason were sover- White House signaled one more reclamaeign, the world would not have had to wait tion project underway - one more beachthis long to clean up the unfinished business head against the flood of hate and violence
of a terrible and unnecessary war that proved that has washed over our century. It is
but the prelude to another in this hellish enough to restore one's faith in reason. ❑
century.

If the shadow of nuclear holocaust has
been lifted, the old, 1914-vintage dangers
remain. If this crossroads looks familiar, it

Brethren From page 16

home I made my consecration. There was no doubt this time that
I had received the holy Spirit. I was immersed in 1992 at Salem.
"Br. Carl is currently unable to work because of severe back
difficulties which began in 1991 and now he is incapacitated. I also
suffer from Chronic Fatigue Syndrome and have not worked for
over a year. The Lord, however, has always been there for us, and
though our finances are diminished, He has provided enough for
our needs and even a few extras as well. Before we came into the
Truth, we would have been extremely worried about this situation;
but now we simply look to the Lord for His help and He gives it.
We have truly learned the lesson of 'Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof.' We often read the lesson of the lilies of the field and
are much comforted. Warmest Christian love."
Miraculous Deliverances
Sr. Alice Scrivens, Bayonet Point, Florida.

"...Two wonderful experiences Brother and I had shortly after our
consecrations. The first took place in the White Mountains of New
Hampshire. We were traveling in a small 4 cylinder car which had
no heater, to a small town to put on a sale for a merchant. After the
sale we started home - a good three-hours' journey.
"It was February and had started to snow quite heavily. We had
been traveling about an hour and had seen no other vehicle. We
came to the crest of this mountain road when the car engine stopped
dead. Apparently the atmosphere was too rarified for the engine,
so we backed down to the bottom, and made a 'run for it.' When
we reached the top, the engine went dead. We backed down again

and thought that this was the end for us. It was bitter cold, and we
had no blankets with us. We prayed and waited for whatever the
Lord had in store for us.
"Ten minutes later, we say headlights coming over the top of the
mountain. It was a semi-trailer. The driver pulled up along side of
us and asked if we needed help. We explained our situation. He
turned the semi around in that narrow mountain road and pushed us
up over the top, waving us on. We traveled for another two hours
and never saw another car, not even a State trooper. That semi was
the only vehicle on the road! How wonderfully our dear Heavenly
Father takes care of us.
The second miracle: "We were living in New York City in an
apartment hotel. One morning my husband awakened me about 2
a.m. saying, 'Don't panic, but get dressed - the hotel is on fire.' I
heard the sirens and through the window saw the fire trucks. Smoke
was coming through the carpet, and from under the door. We wet
towels and placed them against the door. In a few moments there
was a pounding on the door. We opened it and people rushed in.
The hallway was in darkness and full of smoke. A few minutes later
the firemen came and led us up over the roof. We were housed in
another wing of the hotel.
"The next day we went back to see if any of our belongins were
left. The steel stairway seemed to be hanging in midair. All of the
apartments on either side were gutted. We reached our apartment
at the top of the stairs - opened the door - and found the lights still
burning and everything just as we had left it. We could have
remained there in perfect safety.
"Oh my God, how great Thou art!" 1:1
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Conventions
"(He) bath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." Eph. 2:6

February 13 Levittown, Pennsylvania. Delaware Valley Bible
Students, Masonic Hall, South Olds Blvd & Queen Anne Blvd.
Theme text: John 14:15. Information from Secretary: Mrs George
Eldridge, 37 Falcon Road, Levittown, PA 19056. Phone: (215)
949-0652.

June 5 Waterbury, Connecticut. Associated Bible Students,
Firehouse Hall, Litchfield, CT. Information and directions from
Secretary: Mrs. Anthony Tsimonis, Associated Bible Students, PO
Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721-1494.
July 2 4 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Fourth of July Annual.
New location with better rates at Fairleigh Dickinson University,
Madison, NJ campus. Special subjects include: "The Melchizedec
Priesthood, Head & Body, Has its Work Begun?"; "If the Times of
Restitution Have Begun, Why are not the Dead Rising?"; "Evil
Speaking & Evil Surmising in Doctrinal Testings"; "When Does
Psa. 2:8, Ask of Me' Apply?"; "All Enemies under His Feet"; "The
Vow Is it Still Relevant?" Secretary: Mrs. Robert Gray, 81 Braeton
Way, Freehold, NJ 07728. Phone (908) 431-5221.
-

March 12,13 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students' PreMemorial, Greenwood Lake Conference Center (624) 369-4821,
340 Lake Street (Rt 42), Delaware, OH. Information, directions
from Secretary: Mrs. James Heeg, 1732 Merrydale Road,
Springfield, OH 45503. Phone (513) 390-3246.
March 18.20 Seattle, Washington. Pre Memorial, North Seattle
Bible Students, St. Thomas Center, 14500 Juanita Dr. NE, Bothell,
WA. Phone (206) 823-1300. Secretary: Mrs. Don Nussel, P 0 Box
17441, Seattle, WA 98107-1141. Phone (206) 783-7564.
-

March 19,20 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake
City Ecclesia's Pre-Memorial. Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden
Road, Wilmington. Five speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A. T.
Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave, New Castle, DE 19720. Phone
(302) 328-7673.
April 23,24 Omaha, Nebraska. Nebraska Bible Students,
O'Donnell Center, Hummel Park. Information from Secretary:
Mrs. Paul Lagno, 7312 N. 80th Street, Omaha, NE 68122. Phone
(402) 571-3715 or 573-8816.

August 3 7 Worthington, Ohio. Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 20th
Annual, Hilton Inn. Costs will be comparable to last year at
Lexington.
-

September 3,4, Sunnyvale, California. Antioch Bible Students,
Holiday Inn, Sunnyvale, (800) 888-3899. Theme text: Isaiah 61:1.
For additional information, please call Sr. Bonnie Hutchison at
(408) 756-4077.
Europe 1994
August 7 12 Poitiers, France. Seventh Biennial International
Convention of Bible Students. Request information from
International Convention of Bible Students, 1425 Lachman Lane,
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. Phone (310) 454-5248.
-

"Hot Time" Awaits Many Alabamians
New York Times, Sept. 20, 1993
The Southern Baptists have calculated that 46.1
percent (1.86 million) of Alabama's citizens are
bound for an eternity of hell's unimaginable
honors, according to a report published on the
front page of The Birmingham News. It has
triggered a furor in Alabama.

Pastor Russell - 1914 Vintage Car
Meeting Place
built by brethren
in the Ukraine

Memorial Supper - Friday, March 25th, after six o'clock.
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Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletteris sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible Students

Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is published as a
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in
the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the
Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information
for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items
should be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.
.. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

