
The 
World's 
Hope? 
Can the Pope, 

such a promi-
nent world fig- 

ure and leader, and 
his enthusiastic followers, pro-
vide the long-sought answers to 
world peace and salvation? Man's 
efforts so far have been at best 
but feeble, they are utterly inca-
pable of releasing themselves 
from their difficulties. No man, 
no church, no group of people, 
has yet in all the centuries of 
human history, succeeded in es-
tablishing a perfect society or 
government; nor has any si-
lenced the groans or wiped away 
the tears of the race, nor lifted it 
up to the image of God in which 
they were created, as repre-
sented in Adam. Selfishness 
and greed, pride, hatred, malice 
and deceit, war and bloodshed 
continue to be society's legacy. 
When will the world realize God's 
kingdom on earth for which Chris-
tians pray? What is the present 
mission of the Church? For an-
swers to these and other ques-
tions, write for your free book-
let, One World Church 
Colorado Bible Students 
PO Box 15623 
Lakewood, CO 80215 
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Colorado Bible Students "Let Their Light Shine" 
at Pope's Visit to Denver 

The Colorado Bible Students report that the 
local response to World Youth Day and the 
Pope's visit to Denver was immense. The 
mood and response was very "pope 
positive" and the few dissenters were kept 
at a distance and coverage of their protests 
were very minimal. There was real 
"excitement and hope" generated among 
ALL branches of Christianity 
(fundamentalists excepted) by the Pope's 
message of unity and hope and by the well-
behaved 183,000 youth representing over 
100 countries from around the world. 

A newsletter on the issue was drafted by 
the Colorado Bible Students drawing upon 
materials/tracts sent to the class by brethren 
from around the country and Germany. 
1,000 additional copies of the newsletter 
were put out in the Denver area through 
tracting. 

Opportunities to spread "seeds" by word-
of-mouth while tracting and in general con-
versations, provided blessings for the local 
brethren. 

Greetings in the Lord! 

The zeal of the Colorado brethren in giving 
out a message of Truth related to the Pope's 
doctrines is laudable. To publicly counter 
the appeal of a popular figure's words with 
unpopular Truth takes courage and 
dedication. All lovers of Truth commend 
their example and desire to emulate it. 

Professor Herman Branover, who met 
with brethren in Israel last October, has 
submitted an ambitious and comprehensive 
plan to the Rabin government for utilizing 
one of Israel's newest and most promising 
natural resources: the highly skilled Rus-
sian immigrant population. An editorial 
from the Jerusalem Post appears on page 6. 

Beginning on page 15 we give you an 
edited report (due to limited space) of the 
One-Time Convention in Jerusalem, April 
18 - May 6, 1993. Copies of the full text 
with many pages of color photographs - a 
beautiful memento - have gone to the 307 
brethren who attended. The edited version 
however, retains all the basic information 
and something of the spiritual impact con-
veyed in the full report. 

Class Follow-up Letter 
Asks Hard Questions 

Can Mary, the saints, priests, and the Pope 
intercede for the world or individuals? The 
Bible says, "There is one God and ONE 
MEDIATOR between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. 2:5 

Will one receive special blessing, as the 
Catholic Church teaches, by repeating cer-
tain prayers over and over? The Bible says 
"...when you pray use not VAIN REPETI-
TIONS." Matt. 23:9 

Should priests and the Pope use the titles 
of father and Holy father? The Bible says, 
"Call NO MAN your father upon the earth." 
Matt. 23:9 

Should we pray before, or how down to 
statues of Mary and the saints? The Bible 
says, "Thou shalt not make unto thee any 
graven image, or likeness of anything that is 
in heaven above, or in the earth below...thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them nor 
serve them..." Exod. 20:4,5 

Should priests be forbidden to marry? 
The Bible says, "marriage is honorable in 
all." Heb. 13:4 Why was eating meat on 
Friday forbidden? The Bible says that "...in 
the latter times some shall depart from the 
faith...forbidding to marry and command-
ing to abstain from meats..." 1 Tim. 4:1-4 

Should we expect that any one man, 
church or confederation of churches should 
be used of God to bring salvation to man and 
establish His Kingdom on earth? NO! 

Is our Lord waiting for Christians to 
convert the world before he fully inaugu-
rates his kingdom? NO! Mankind is unable 
to bring himself back into harmony with his 
Creator, he is fallen and incapable. 

Then what should we do in the mean 
while? "Seek the LORD, all ye meek of the 
earth, which have wrought his judgment; 
seek righteousness, seek meekness; it may 
be ye shall be hid in the day of the LORD' s 
anger." Zeph. 2:3 

The Bible counsels us to place our hope 
in Jesus Christ and his kingdom that he will 
set up without the help of human 
instrumentatlity... 

Ad in Two Major Newspapers 
Each: 5 Million Coverage 

The ad (shown left) was well placed in the 
Rocky Mountain News at the top of the page 
- a block 3 x 4-1/2" - alongside the headline 
Clinton lifts ban on air controllers. 

A smaller version of the same ad in the 
other paper (name unknown) was directly 
beneath a four-column news item about the 
Papal Mass and its site. 

The initial response has been a dozen 
mail requests for the Chicago booklet, "One 
World Church." The class expects the final 
number to be three times that amount. ❑ 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"The Lord healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds." Psalm 147:3 

■ Sr. Mary Pro (P 0 Box 283, San Marcos, CA 92079-0283) 
"Dear Brethren in Christ: I've been meaning to write for some time 
but have had a lot of health problems this year. First orthoscopic 
knee surgery in January, and an arthritic back and leg. Now I am 
down with a rather bad case of vertigo which makes movement 
precarious. But there have been many, many blessings to 
compensate... 

"Lauren (daughter) has been out of work for a year with chronic 
fatigue, and Carl (son-in-law) also has been out of work with a 
severe work injury to his back. 

"But we hold a lot of our meetings in our home, and study a lot, 
of course. We meet with Sr. Natalie Simkin both in her home and 
ours depending on health. I have been meeting with her for many 
years. Her husband Herold very kindly drives her here when 
needed. Her eyesight is very poor so we appreciate this service he 
gives..." (See Brethren Speak) 

■ Sr. Milly Rose (101-250 Oswego Street, Victoria, BC V8V 2B6) 
writes: "Thanks to Br. Charlie Chambers for notifying you of my 
recent experience, resulting in fractures of the knee and shoulder. 
I am glad to say that, by the Lord's providence, I am making a good 
recovery, and with the help of a walker am able to get out and about. 

"I am thankful to the Lord for this experience, which has taught 
me many lessons. It has also made me appreciate even more the 
love of the dear friends here, as well as the kindness of some 
strangers I have met on my walks - a little taste of what it will be 
under kingdom conditions. Sr. Opal Williams and Br. Mery and Sr. 
Linda Hohenacker were in a position to be especially helpful, and 
I feel they were sent by the Lord, as I have no relatives in this city. 

"I always remember what a brother said in a discourse some 
years ago, that every trial is a golden opportunity (1 Peter 1:7), and 
must not be wasted. Many, many thanks to all the dear friends who 
have sent me messages of love and encouragement. I hope in time 
to reply to them all, but if there are any I miss, I want them to know 
how much I appreciate them. I am making a record of the good 
scriptures and references, so that I can enjoy going over them again 
and again." 

■ Sr. Louise Frey (1573 Red Brush Road, Nichols, NY 13812-
3925) is the widow of Br. Anton Frey and since his death (Jan. 
1987) has lived with her daughter Sr. Ruth, and son-in-law Br. 
Vincent Kowalewski. In the past three years she has endured many 
afflictions. In March 1990 her leg was broken while riding an 
escalator in a department store. The compound fracture required 
extensive surgery and a long convalescence followed. Just when 
she was ready to take a few steps in May 1991, she suffered a stroke, 
and in December 1992 a second one. That one rendered her 
speechless and unable to walk. But, as Sr. Ruth said, "She 
recognized us and still had her beautiful smile." Then on May 24 
of this year, Sr. Louise suffered a third stroke. While free of pain, 
and able to eat and sleep well, she is unable to recognize anyone 
including Sr. Ruth and Br. Vincent who have bestowed such loving 
care upon her throughout her long period of affliction. 

Sr. Frey was 98 years of age on July 29. Before her accident and 
first stroke, her children took her annually on her birthday to visit 
her beloved brethren of the Jersey City Ecclesia where she attended 
so many years; also to conventions on the East Coast which were 
great blessings to her. At home the three went each week to 
Binghamton to meet with Br. Melvin Champion, and a second day 
to Sr. Helen Fuller at Ithaca. Now Br. Champion comes weekly to 
meet with the Kowalewskis. The Lord does provide!  

■ Br. Glenn Pryor (30 Phillips Road, Canterbury, CT 06331) was 
involved in a car collision on June 19 that totaled his car and 
fractured his breast bone (sternum). He was rushed to a trauma 
center 40 miles away in Wooster, MA by the local hospital whose 
x-ray revealed the fracture. Br. Glenn felt deeper concern upon 
overhearing a nurse say: "A woman with a broken sternum died on 
the way here..." 

Br. Glenn said this accident was the greatest, most frightening 
experience he had ever had. Concern for his family, and standing 
with the Lord fully occupied his thoughts as he lay on a board for 
six hours in the center, not knowing the full extent of his injuries. 
He was confident that the Lord's hand was in it and knew there were 
lessons to be learned. 

His wife, Sr. Rochelle followed the ambulance to Wooster with 
her two small children (one just 7 months), and stayed until he was 
released 24 hours later. Attending the New Brunswick NJ Conven-
tion, July 3-5 with his family, he appeared to be well but was 
restricted in lifting, etc. for an additional six weeks. We all rejoiced 
with him in this evidence of the Lord's watch care. 

■ Br. Walter Wesol (563 South - 600 West, Hebron, IN 46341) 
has undergone multiple surgeries on his legs for a longstanding 
ailment. He will be confined to a wheel chair for about two months. 
The postman's daily call with mail from the brethren must be the 
highlight of the day when one's freedom of movement is restricted 
to any degree. Let us make his day, brethren! 

■ Sr. Ann Michalyca (Box 1371, Melfort, Sask., Canada SOE 
1A0) writes: "... I wish to express my thanks and heartfelt 
appreciation to all for the many cards, notes, letters, texts, poems, 
long distance calls, and prayers. Yes, also the love and sympathy 
expressed in the form of flowers. And to all my dear brethren, a 
special thank you for your prayers in my time of need. 

"At this time I wish to say special thanks to Br. Frank Boychuk 
for his help driving to Portland, Vancouver and back to Melfort; Br. 
Norman and Sr. Rachel Rice for looking after our needs, and all the 
dear ones in Portland. To Br. Albert and Norma Svab for their help 
as Br. Eugene was admitted to the Vancouver Gen. Hospital; Sr. 
Berra McNee who provided a place to stay; Br. Charlie and Sr. 
Ruth Chambers, for their care of our girls in their home; Ted Kopak 
who came from Ohio to Vancouver and stayed a few weeks after 
the funeral; Sr. Pauline Holowachuk who helped and stayed with 
us after the funeral. 

"Special thanks to Br. Edward Lorenz who gave the funeral 
witness, and Br. Albert Svab, who read the eulogy (written by 
Sherry, Candy, and Lorie), and Barry Kuly who officiated at the 
graveside. The witness of the Truth - the Divine plan and two 
salvations - still lingers on in Melfort as a few now and then still ask 
questions. As Br. Eugene always said: 'My funeral will be the 
greatest witness in Melfort' and it was. 

"Many thanks to the brethren who came from Winnipeg and 
Vancouver, from near and far. God bless you all. Thanks to the N. 
Sask. Bible Students who graciously looked after the beautiful 
lunch and served about 300 people. 

"Br. Eugene's condition in 1992 was fairly good until (Jan. 1) 
he came down with flu and virus that turned his condition to acute 
leukemia. Since he passed to his reward we miss him dearly, but 
many precious memories are ours especially his stand for Present 
Truth. 

"The Lord has permitted many experiences on my behalf -
lessons learned and many more to learn. I realize I have to rely 

See Afflicted page 6 
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Entered Into Rest 
"But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firs&uits of them that slept." 1 Cor. 15:20 

■ Br. Tom Kwiatkowski, formerly of Agawam, Mass„ more 
recently of Casselberry, Florida, finished his consecrated walk 
suddenly on Sunday, August 8 while speaking on "The Apostle 
John" in the Orlando Ecclesia where 
he was an elder. In the morning 
study Br. Tom had commented on 
the wonder of "being changed... in 
the twinkling of an eye." He died 
one day short of 69 years of a 
massive heart attack. 

Sr. Jeannette, his wife of four 
years (542 Sundown Trail, 
Casselberry, FL 32707) is suffering 
shock and needs the brethren's sup-
port through prayer and personal 
communications. 

Br. Tom grew up in the Truth 
under his father-elder Br. John, in 
the Agawam (MA) Polish Class and 
made his consecration in the early 
1940's. His first wife Sr. Sophia, died after eight years of marriage. 
A brother remembers Br. Tom as prompt "to let his light shine." 

Other survivors: Two brothers, Br. Lawrence and Ronald; a 
sister Virginia Gilbert; a consecrated nephew Br. Jonathan Kwiat, 
Martin Wardak (Sr. Sophie' s nephew), other nieces and nephews. 
The well-attended service was addressed by Br. George Eldridge, 
formerly of the Orlando Ecclesia. 

■ Sr. Rose Hilliard of Blackstone, Virginia had been afflicted 
with facial cancer for 45 years becoming more extensive in the past 
several years. She finished her earthly course on June 17 at 79 years 
(2 months short of 80). The daughter of a consecrated mother, who 
was remembered weeping when she heard of Br. Russell's death, 
Sr. Rose was immersed in 1956 in Richmond, Virginia. 

Despite her ongoing disfigurement, she used every opportunity 
(to the end) to praise the Lord, telling of His great Divine Plan. Her 
cheerfulness throughout her affliction never failed to amaze and 
inspire visiting brethren. On May 29 Br. David, Sr. Marsha Hauke, 
and Sr. Merrily Wesolowski visited Sr. Rose. They sang her 
favorite hymns and noted her love of the Lord and strong faith. 

Her surviving family: a brother, Br. Horace Skinner (604 
Nottoway Avenue, Blackstone, VA 23824 (gave Sr. Rose loving 
care in her worsening condition for several years), and a sister Sr. 
Bettie Bland who shared her room at the nursing home where she 
still resides (Horace visits her daily and mail can be sent to his 
address); three cousins of Lynchburg, VA: Br. Wayne Skinner, Sr. 
Margaret Skinner and Sr. Mertie Lipscomb. Br. William Roach of 
Lenoir, NC officiated at the graveside service. 

■ Sr. Dora Michalyca, Saskatchewan, Canada, finished her 
earthly course on May 6 at 88 years of age. She was born in the 
Ukraine and came to Canada in 1922. She heard the Truth from her 
oldest brother and symbolized her consecration in early 1938; 
meeting in the Tamapol area for many years and later with the N. 
Sask. Ecclesia until her stroke three years ago after which she could 
attend just once a month, and in a wheel chair. 

Her love for the Lord and the Truth were strong as she stayed 
with the Pastor's writings, but her brother went with the Jehovah's 
Witnesses when the break came. Sr. Dora attended the English, 
Polish and Ukrainian Conventions in Winnipeg but her highlights 
were Chicago and Vancouver. 

She suffered the loss of many dear ones: her first child in 

infancy; a granddaughter (1990); her husband Peter in 1986; her 
son Br. Eugene (Feb. 22, 1993) - one of her greatest sorrows. She 
leaves two daughters, Marie and Stella; 13 grandchildren, 27 great-
grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild. 

In a nursing home the last three years, she listened to taped 
discourses in Ukrainian and Polish, hymns and convention testimo-
nies. Br. Frank Boychuk officiated at the funeral service attended 
by 150 friends, relative and brethren. 

■ Sr. Esther Branch of Othello, Wash. was immobilized by a 
stroke on March 9 and entered into rest June 5 at 71 years. She and 
her husband Archie were in the process of moving to Salem when 
stricken with her first heart attack. Now he, who had been her 
lifetime support through her physical difficulties, is alone at 4825 
Coloma Dr. SE, Salem, OR 49302. 

Sr. Esther was the daughter of consecrated parents, and gave her 
own life to the Lord over 50 years ago. She was the mother of two 
daughters, Srs. Donna Ostrander of Vancouver, WA, and Betty 
Jahn of Salem, OR; a son Bill; grandmother of Sr. Lisa Knapp, Lori 
Allen, Darron Jahn, Justin and Terran Branch; sister of Sr. Virginia 
Palmgren; aunt of Brs. Ron and Steve Palmgren. 

Br. Bill Ostrander, her son-in-law, conducted a touching memo-
rial service for family and friends. 

■ Br. Jack Morgan of Charleroi, PA finished his consecrated 
walk of 43 years on Monday, July 26, at the age of 72 after an 
extended illness. He was introduced to the Truth through his in-
laws, the Guzicks. Br. Jack and his wife, Sr. Frances, along with 
several others, were immersed at 
Heinz Chapel on Pittsburgh's north 
side (old Allegheny) in the Spring of 
1950. In his early years in the Truth, 
Br. Jack met with the Monessen 
Class. Most recently he met 
regularly with the brethren in the 
Connellsville Ecclesia where he 
was an encouragement and blessing 
to each of its members. 

In addition to his wife, Sr. Frances 
(202 Oakland Ave., Charleroi, PA 
15022), Br. Jack is survived by two 
sons: George and Thomas and four 
grandsons. 

All four brothers of the 
Connellsville Ecclesia participated 
in the funeral service, with Brs. Randall Cramer and Robert 
Wiggins offering prayers, Br. Wesley Cramer delivering the 
funeral message, and Br. Duane Cramer conducting the service at 
the cemetery. The service was attended by about 50 family, 
friends, and brethren. 

■ Br. Steve Zaboski of Kittanning, Pa., entered into rest on August 
31, just nine years after his immersion at Colorado. He had been 
unable to work for a number of years due to ill health, and just days 
before his death at the hospital, he was found to have lung cancer. 
He was 62 years old. Br. Steve leaves his wife Sr. Evelyn (Rt 7, Box 
154, Kittanning, PA 16201); a son Steve, Jr, a daughter Loretta, two 
grandchildren; a brother Br. Ray and other brothers and sisters; a 
niece Sr. Darlene Robinson. 

Nearly 100 friends, relatives and brethren heard the comforting 
message of the Resurrection delivered by Br. Wesley Cramer of 
Connellsville Ecclesia. ❑ 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"Thy saints shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power." Psalm 145:10,11 

Letters of Testimony 

All Rejoicing in the Truth 
Sr. Mary Pro, San Marcos, Calif. 
"... I have been in the Truth since 1961 and, naturally, it is the most 
wonderful and significant thing that ever happened to me. From 
1988 to 1992 I was able to go to the Salem, Oregon Convention. I 
have many dear brethren I have been close to for much of my 
consecrated life so it's always a blessing to fellowship with them. 
This year due to finances and health problems it wasn't possible to 
go. 

"However, two years ago my wonderful daughter Lauren Rose, 
was able to go with me (my granddaughter Jennifer has always 
accompanied me). Lauren bought a set of Volumes and a few days 
after that convention she consecrated. In 1992 when all of us went 
back (including my son-in-law Carl) Lauren was immersed. It was 
a wonderful, happy occasion as you can well imagine. Carl had 
been studying a lot and attending our home meetings, and about six 
months after the '92 Salem Convention he consecrated. Despite 
our trials (and they are many) our family is even more united than 
before, and we've always been close (I live with them and they are 
very good to me). We had planned on Carl being immersed this 
year at Salem but we couldn't manage that, so we'll see what we 
can do. If there is anything happier than my own consecration and 
walk with the Lord it has to be seeing both Lauren and Carl's 
consecrations. What a blessing this year and last have been in the 
Truth. 

"We all so enjoy the Newsletter and especially the continuing 
articles about the staunch Romanians and their stand for the Truth; 
and how they question visiting brethren to see if they hold Pastor 
Russell's teachings and him as 'that servant.' (How could anyone 
doubt it? Where did they get the Truth? The 'man with the inkhorn' 
was indeed that Seventh Messenger and we so appreciate the dear 
ones who hold to that.) The Volumes and the Reprints along with 
the Bible are so important to all the brethren, and how would we 
make our calling and election sure without them. 

"When I first read the Volumes and attended Bible studies back 
in 1961, I knew I had finally found the Truth I had been searching 
for. I was brought up in the Christian Science Church. I knew I 
never understood it, and my grandmother and my mother were both 
Christian Science practitioners. Such a shame, as my grandmother 
lived in Pittsburgh, Pa. right near where Pastor Russell began 
things. I had to come to California to find the Truth! 

"No matter what our trials they have never been as severe as our 
dear Romanian brethren' s and the imprisonment at hard labor some 
endured. Surely the Lord will have a special place for them in the 
Kingdom for their faithfulness under such duress. My heart goes 
out to them... and what they do to get to meetings - how they are 
determined to stand for the correct Truth and not deviate. They are 
truly an inspiration to us all! 

"I also enjoy very much all the testimonies in the Newsletter. It 
makes me feel I'm not alone, but I have a whole family out there 
which, of course, I have. With thanks again for the wonderful 
Newsletter; it helps so much to know what is going on with other 
brethren. Much warm Christian love..." 

Requests List of Non-English Literature 
Sr. Eva Hensel, Germany. 
"I wish to thank you for sending me the Newsletter every quarter 
- and am looking forward to receive it when time comes near. It is 
so good to be in connection with the brethren in this way, reading 

about their efforts, their afflictions, their joy in the Truth and their 
patience, being shining examples for the readers and encouraging 
them... 

"I wish to ask whether it would be possible to list in the 
Newsletter all not-English literature which is available - and where. 
At the moment I am looking for a First Volume Divine Plan of the 
Ages in the Chinese language. May be a translation in that language 
was never made now or when Br. Russell was among the brethren. 

"I am working in a machine factory for 38 years, and my chief 
there often is going to Russia....Acting for my colleague (Secretary 
of East Asia sales manager) during her vacation I noted about 130 
addresses of companies in the Peoples Republic of China. My 
mother and I sent short self-made tracts to these firms. Only three 
responses have been received. And we do not know whether there 
is an earnest interest on the side of those three persons, but we sent 
Volume Ito them. A young lady asked for a Chinese copy of it, for 
it is difficult for her to read it in English. If you have or know about 
a volume in Chinese, please let me know. 

"Otherwise, I shall try to help her with Bible verses on special 
topics, first the existence of the Almighty Creator of the Universe, 
and in my next letter - if she likes it - I shall write verses declaring 
the existence of angels and of our Lord as Michael or the Logos, 
coming to earth, etc. and being the first one of divine nature besides 
the Father himself. 

"God bless you all and again we thank you very, very much." 

Never heard of "Divine Plan" in East-bloc for long time 
Br. Felix Haak, Ichtershausen. 
"From a friend in West Germany I have the information that you 
send Newsletter for all - who are interested in Divine Plan of the 
Ages. This is a good possibility to know more about the Bible 
Students. Here in the formerly East-bloc I have never heard about 
it for a very long time. It is wonderful that we can promote the 
mutual understanding. Your Newsletter is a material of firsthand 
information. Is it possible to get Newsletters from the previous 
years? ...In bonds of grace - Prov. 3:13,14." 

Witnessing While on Vacation 
Br. Ford Hamilton, Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia. 
"In March of this year I spent my vacation in France. It was very 
enjoyable. Life has become very expensive over there. The people 
continue to groan under the stress of the Time of Trouble. The same 
problems that plague Americans also affect the French. There are 
about 5 million unemployed (10% of the population). The 
government is broke. Racism is growing, especially against the 
many new immigrants coming in. The French had just held an 
election to overturn the present socialist administration. Of course, 
we think of Jer. 10:23 and note how feeble are man's attempts to 
correct the problems of the present order. Only the future Kingdom 
New Order will do that. 

"I was not able to meet with any of the Bible Students. I did, 
however, visit some of the Jehovah's Witnesses over there that I 
have known for over 20 years. Thus I used some of my vacation 
time to 'witness' to them - explaining why I left the 'organization' 
in favor of the original teaching of Pastor Russell, which had 
become so grossly distorted when Rutherford illegally seized 
control of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. They listened 
politely but were very uncomfortable. Few Witnesses ever take the 
time to examine their own history. If they did - and did so 
objectively without a closed mind, they would quickly recognize 
the errors they now believe and teach." 

See Brethren page 8 
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New Brethren in Christ 
"...If any man will come after me, let him take up his cross daily, and follow me." Luke 9:23 

Immersions 1993 
	

nobody can make this choice but you, you have to choose between 
the Lord and your husband.' I knelt that night beside my bed and 

At Salem, Oregon June 26: 
	 I said, 'It has to be you Lord, you have to come first.' A week later 

Br. Mery and Sr. Linda Hohenacker, Victoria, BC. 	a Pilgrim came to town and he gave a talk that was exactly what my 
Sr. Phoebe Murchie, Sr. Linda's mother, put them in touch with Sr. husband needed. He was so enthralled with it, that night he said, 
Audrey Johnston of England, whom they visited on weekends 'I am consecrating to the Lord.' How the Lord answers everyone 
while living there. 	 of our prayers and takes care of our needs - it is just the most 

thrilling thing in our lives!" 
At Prince Albert, Sask. July 4: 
(In the Saskatchewan River) 
Sr. Bethany Joy Gowryluk, Winnipeg Bible Students, daughter of 
Br. Greg and Sr. Sharon; sister of Br. Todd and Sr. Rebecca 
(Gowryluk) Gray; granddaughter of Br. Michael Gowryluk, and of 
Sr. Hazel McClellan of Hope, Indiana. A fifth-generation Bible 
Student on both parents' sides; 
Br. Dale Nichols of Edmonton, Alberta has been attending the N. 
Sask. Conventions for some time; 
Br. Aaron Stocki of N. Sask. Class, son of Br. Albert and Sr. 
Virginia, brother of Br. Myles. 

Sr. Linda Hohenacker, Victoria, BC. 
"As you all know, my husband and I were immersed today. I want 
to thank the class here for their effort in having that prepared for us. 
We chose to be immersed here because of the great impression that 
this convention made on us last year. The brethren here all 
contributed to us in coming to this point. We want to thank you very 
much....We came into the Truth while working in England for two 
years." 

Sr. Phoebe Murchie, Duncan, BC. 
"Having my daughter and son-in-law immersed today has been a 
great joy to me, a bit overwhelming. I am very thankful to have so 
many wonderful blessings." 

The following testimonies from the 1-0 Convention were given 
after the Baptismal discourse, as there were no candidates for 
immersion. Other testimonies of the Convention will be reported 
in the Winter issue. 

"Religious fanatic" Wins Agnostic 
Sr. Alice Scrivens, Bayonet Point, Florida. 
"...Before I came into the Truth I was an agnostic. I wanted nothing 
to do with religion of any kind. I was just married about a week, 
and living in this little town in Maine. There was not a single place 
in that town for my husband and me to live. Someone said, 'There 
is a little old lady up the street that might have a room but she is a 
religious fanatic - you may not want to go there.' We went and she 
rented the room to us. One week after I consecrated I was ready to 
go beyond the veil. My heart was so full and overflowing with love 
for God - there was nothing in this world to compare with what He 
had revealed to me. But He knew there were many lessons I had 
to learn and here I am, 53 years later, still waiting to go beyond the 
veil. The old story is as precious to me now as it was then. 

"One wonderful experience I had when I consecrated, I was a 
newly-wed and my husband said, 'You are getting deeply into this 
thing, you are becoming a fanatic. You are going to have to make 
a choice, it's either me or the Truth.' I was heartsick because I was 
deeply in love and I just couldn't see how I could give him up. Sr. 
Newhall said to me as I was crying on her shoulder, 'Darling,  

"In the field, I said to the Lord...." 
Br. David Stein, Allentown (PA) Ecclesia. 
"I had probably a unique experience in having made two vows of 
dedication to the Lord. In 1968 I made a dedication of my life to 
do the will of God, as I understood it then, and I was baptized in the 
Witnesses that year. I did have one brief meeting with the Truth 
movement in 1971 but the Lord permitted me to be scared off at that 
time. There were lessons I learned that I didn't come to appreciate 
until four years later in 1975 when I read the Studies in the 
Scriptures. I was so enthralled with what I read...I called my father, 
who is a consecrated brother, with whom I hadn't spoken in many 
years because of my experience in the Witnesses. I said, 'Dad, I 
read the Volumes, I have a million questions, can you come down 
to Arkansas?' He came April 1975, we spent a week together, a 
wonderful week learning. He left about noon on Saturday and I 
took a walk to think about the week's activities. While I was in the 
field I said to the Lord, 'I see now what it really means to give my 
life to you. I see the way of sacrifice, I see the invitation to the High 
Calling.' In that field I made a consecration that afternoon. By the 
Lord's grace He opened up an opportunity for me to symbolize it 
at the first formal meeting with the brethren. We went to the 
Strickland farm in Nebraska, Br. Lorenz gave the baptismal 
discourse and I symbolized my consecration at that time....I praise 
the Lord for opening my eyes to the wonderful Truth and the 
wonderful opportunity to walk in the footsteps of Jesus. I have 
never regretted it for a moment." 

"One day I turned on the Radio..." 
Sr. Margaret Olsen, Washington, DC Ecclesia. 
"I was with the Witnesses myself and had been immersed with 
them, but there were things I could not agree to. I kept 
searching...one day I turned on the radio and Frank & Ernest came 
on. I thought, Oh my goodness, that is just what I have been 
searching for. So I sent for their free pamphlets and other literature. 
It seemed like Frank & Ernest was on the radio for my benefit as 
I lived in Bemidji, Minnesota and could not get Minneapolis on my 
radio. During that time I was so thrilled with the Bible Students, 
I was sure it was the right one, but I kept praying for a few years after 
that - to show me in His unique way - which one was the Truth. I 
left the Witnesses. I had never met the Bible Students...If I had 
questions I wrote The Dawn and they sent the answers. 

"After I broke with the Witnesses they came to my home and 
disfellowshipped me. I said, 'How can you disfellowship me? I'm 
leaving you.' They told me I couldn't speak to them or sit with them 
in Kingdom Hall. When my daughter heard that, she said, 'Well, 
if you can't go to Kingdom Hall I won't either.'... 

"My first convention was Winnipeg. My mother lent me money 
to go and my husband drove the family there. It was the most 
wonderful experience in my whole life. The brethren were so 
nice...and it made me feel so blessed by the Lord. I will never forget 
it!" 

See Special page 6 
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Giving special treatment to scientists, 
physicians, engineers, and other academics 
among immigrants smacks of elitism. But 
in fact the reason every country tries to 
entice and cultivate the exceptionally gifted 
and best educated is purely pragmatic. Prop-
erly employed, such immigrants can make 
the difference between a struggling economy 
and one which can compete on the world 
market; they can contribute to the raising of 
the standard of living, and create jobs 
throughout the social spectrum. 

This is why the report submitted yester-
day by Professor Herman Branover to Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin is of supreme im-
portance. It is a comprehensive plan for 
absorbing the top intellectual layer of the 
immigration from the former Soviet Union. 
Whether history will judge the great wave 
of immigration of recent years a success 
depends to a great extent on its implemen-
tation. 

The mass aliya of Soviet and post-Soviet 
Jewry is one of the greatest transfers of 
brain power in history. There are, fOr 
instance, over 50,000 engineers and 12,000 
doctors among the newcomers. That Israel 
has been able to provide a haven for this  

concentration of excellent minds is its great 
fortune. But no small country can success-
fully integrate such large numbers of gifted 
and skilled people unless it can muster the 
necessary vision and funds to create oppor-
tunities for them. 

As Branover said in a Jerusalem Post 
interview published yesterday "Unlike the 
US 100 years ago, the country does not offer 
a nearly inexhaustible reserve of opportuni-
ties. This is a small country....We are going 
to have to create opportunities for immi-
grants. Otherwise, why does the state ex-
ist?" 

Clearly, if Israel fails to create these 
opportunities, the academics, particularly 
the scientists among them, will be attracted 
by other countries. Unlike other immi-
grants, they will encounter few obstacles if 
they decide to go to any of the major indus-
trial powers. If they leave, they are likely to 
be lost to Israel forever. 

Branover is not suggesting outright sub-
sidies and stipends. Subsidization only 
tends to create superfluous enterprises and 
unviable jobs. He believes that the plan he 
presented, developed by a distinguished 
group of economists, scientists and statisti- 

cians and endorsed by six Nobel Prize win-
ners, can create 100 science-intensive plants 
every year for the next five years. 

The government would be required to 
invest...Branover estimates, NIS 200 mil-
lion a year for five years. But this outlay -
which he believes will create 130,000 jobs 
- should be more than offset by government 
income from taxes paid by the new plants 
and the newly employed immigrants, as 
well as by the service industries which will 
inevitably grow around them. 

In supporting the plan and asking the 
Branover Committee to function as an over-
seer of its implementation, Rabin has shown 
commendable understanding and foresight. 
But by assigning the actual implementation 
to a dormant government agency - the inter-
ministerial committee on absorption - he 
may have doomed it to bureaucratic oblivion. 

What is needed now is a "czar" with 
extraordinary executive authority, who will 
coordinate the various necessary projects 
and override ministerial rivalries and turf 
disputes. The Likud failed to appoint such 
a super-executive to direct the aliya effort 
three years ago. It was a fateful mistake. It 
would be a shame if Labor repeats it. ❑ 

Special From page 5 
Sr. Hazel McClellan of Hope, Indiana added some details to Sr. 
Olsen's story. "Sr. Olsen was trying to get there for the immersion 
on the scheduled day, but the rain came down in torrents and the 
immersion was postponed. Sr. Olsen found the immersion had 
been postponed. It was then held in Br. Kuly's back yard in a bath 
tub on the top of a little mound. My son-in-law Br. Greg Gowryluk, 
Br. Randy Gowryluk - seven of them- were immersed together. We 
rejoice to see that Sr. Olsen made it." 

In Combat at 19 Years of Age 
Br. John Guzick, Charleroi, PA. 
"...I served in World War II in combat. I was drafted at 18 years 
of age and went off to camp. Four weeks later my Dad died and I 
came home. Earlier, before I left my parents said, 'John you can't 
give a life and shouldn't take a life.' My mother repeated that when 
I returned. Back at camp it really bothered me....Everyday they 
would remind us in training, 'You are here to learn to kill and to kill 
more efficiently. If you don't kill him, he'll kill you.' 

"When I returned to camp my outfit had moved out - to the Battle 
of the Bulge. I was put in another outfit to start over. My father's 
death and that delay saved me from the Battle of the Bulge. After 
16 weeks I saw combat....It was hard for me to see men die - not one 
or two but ten, fifty, a hundred men - cut down, slaughtered. 

"After 44 days in combat we were lining up to cross over the 
Rhine in amphibious jeeps. I said, 'They will blow us out of the 
water, I won't have a chance!' (I offered a prayer to God - my 
parents and two sisters were consecrated, but I didn't know much 
about God.) As we were getting onto the cars, a messenger came, 
and the sergeant of our unit said, 'You guys are going back to the 
rest camp, a new unit will cross over.' That was not a normal thing 
to happen....I was also one who helped in one of those death camps 
- it was a small camp but terrible! 

"When.I came home I knew I owed my parents' God something. 
Br. MacJilton gave a talk on chronology - where we are on the 
stream of time - after that I began to read and ask a lot of questions 
and eventually consecrated to the Lord. I thank my heavenly Father 
for answering my prayers and taking care of me..." ❑ 

Afflicted From page 2 
more on my heavenly Father's everlasting arm and make my 
calling and election sure. I am grateful for all the blessings of our 
31 1/2 years together and privileges of service. May our heavenly 
Father help us to press on faithfully to the end and richly bless each 
one of you." Phil. 1:3,4; Rom. 8:28 
■ Sr. Frances Guzick Morgan (202 Oakland Ave., Charleroi, PA 
15022) "Thank you for the best wishes and cards we received. Br. 
Jack marvelled at the kindness of the brethren. How can I thank 

each one of you for the prayers and cards of sympathy. I felt your 
prayers and thoughts of me. 

"I thank our Lord for providing a way to pray to our heavenly 
Father through him. Without prayer I could not have endured. 
Thank you for the kind and meaningful words of comfort. It is 
evident to me that our brethren have had their trials and heartaches, 
how else can such beautiful words emerge from one's heart. 'Blest 
be the tie that binds."' ❑ 



What Beauty "Cc Frumos!"Discovered in Romania! 
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Brs. Larry Davis and Allen Springer had the 
privilege of traveling to Romania during 
the month of July. This was Br. Larry's first 
trip and the sixth for Br. Allen. The 
following extracts are from their reports. 

Two computer systems were to be trans-
ported at once on this trip - a first - doubling 
our usual concerns about safe transit. On 
arrival Tuesd4, June 29 in Bucharest those 
concerns were heightened as one computer 
and one suitcase did not arrive with the 
other luggage. It would be one week and 
many phone calls later before this problem 
was resolved. 

Travel from Bucharest to Cluj was cour-
tesy of four brothers from that city who had 
traveled many hours to meet us, only to find 
that our plane was over three hours late. 
Our journey was accented by beautiful 
mountains, sweet fellowship, and a stop in 
Brasov to visit a sister and an elderly brother. 
We arrived in Cluj about 2 am. 

The next day, Wednesday, was spent in 
fellowship and a short question session at 
the meeting house. This building has served 
the brethren well, but it is rapidly becoming 
too small to accommodate all the brethren 
- over 120 consecrated - at one time. 

One of the two computer systems was for 
use in translation work by Sr. Elisabeta 
Precup. On Thursday we installed the equip-
ment at her apartment and held our first 
training session with good results. In the 
evening the regularly scheduled meeting 
was held in Cluj. Br. Larry gave a discourse 
followed by questions. Brethren from the 
North arrived after the meeting and took us 
to Sighet. 

On Friday morning we worked on the 
computer. Afterwards a meeting was held 
in the village of Berbest, consisting of two 
discourses and discussion. An interesting 
anecdote was related by the brethren con-
cerning a man, husband of one of the sisters, 
who opposed the Truth for many years. He 
persecuted his consecrated wife and was a 
source of constant irritation to the brethren. 
One evening their meeting was disrupted by 
the police. Since this man was the owner of 
the house, he was sent to prison! The 
brethren were very kind to him and before 
he died - in prison - he accepted the Truth 
and consecrated to the Lord! 

Summer is a very busy time for the 
brethren and most meetings were held later 
in the evening to allow time for finishing 
work in the fields. 

Most of the day Saturday was spent in 
the village of Calinesti. Fellowship, visits 
with old and infirm brethren, and a hike to 
the top of a nearby hill filled the day with 
blessings. 

On returning to Sighet, news arrived that 
the missing computer and luggage had been 
located. These items were brought to us 
from Bucharest, at great personal sacrifice 
of time and means, by the brethren. 

Sunday, July 4, a convention was held in 
Sighet with over 200 brethren in atten-
dance, primarily from the local area. There 
were four discourses, two in Romanian and 
two translated from English. 

A smaller meeting was held in the evening 
with some of the Sighet brethren. After 
discussion and questions, a short, but lively 
business meeting was held. The brethren 
voted to sponsor a bi-monthly newsletter. 
(Plans concerning this project were reported 
in the last Newsletter.) After the meeting, 
Br. Gallis conveyed some sad news about a 
cart-load of brethren, traveling to conven-
tion further south, that had been struck by a 
car. Six sisters were hospitalized with 
serious injuries and one sister was killed. 

Monday and Tuesday were spent in the 
region around Baia Mare. Additional meet-
ings, much fellowship, and further com-
puter work occupied our time. 

Wednesday, July 7, we were in Cluj 
again. The second computer was installed 
successfully and our second training ses-
sion was held. There were some very tense 
moments when a fuse on the power supply 
burned out. What would be a minor prob-
lem in America, was an impossible problem 
in Romania. With the Lord's help, and the 
prayers of the brethren, the problem was 
resolved in typical Romanian fashion (a 
paper clip was used to bypass the fuse). A 
more permanent solution must wait until a 
future visit. 

Our training session on Thursday was 
followed by a visit to the hospital. The 
sisters who had been injured in the accident 
on Sunday were convalescing. 

An afternoon meeting in Feldru was 
reached by hiking about a mile through 
fields and flowers to a small farm. A 
number of brethren, and several public in-
cluding a Baptist minister, were present for 
the two discourses and discussion. 

The following day, Friday, July 9, we 
traveled to Sinjors Bai. Two days earlier 
the area was devastated by a terrific hail-
storm. Two-inch hail fell six to eight inches 
deep destroying all the crops and causing 
other damage. The brethren who lost their 
crops were faithfully trusting in the Lord, as 
we never heard one word of complaint. The 
scene was one of beauty mixed with de-
struction - the mountains in the distance and 
the flattened cornfields in the foreground. 
The meeting consisted of two discourses 
and discussion. 

We returned to Cluj in the evening with 
much discussion, hymn singing and fellow-
ship in the van. 

Early Saturday Br. Allen departed for 
Bucharest and Poland while Br. Larry re-
mained in Cluj to conduct the final com-
puter training session. Fellowship at the 
home of some brethren turned into an im-
promptu testimony meeting accompanied 
with many tears of joy. An evening meeting 
at Apahida ended a very busy day. 

The meeting on Sunday was attended by 
about 120 brethren. Br. Larry gave two 
discourses that were interspersed with dis-
cussion. The afternoon was spent in the 
forest and the evening meeting was at the 
village of Paniceni. 

The last meeting in this area, on Mon-
day, was at Gilau. Words fail to express the 
bond of closeness that was felt by all that 
evening. Many tears were shed. The breth-
ren returned to Cluj and some said their 
final good-byes. 

Tuesday, July 13, Br. Larry and Sr. Beti 
prepared for the train ride to Bucharest. A 
large group of brethren assembled at the 
train station for one last hit of fellowship. 
Everyone brought a gift. We ended up with 
eight bags of food for the trip! The eight-
hour ride was beautiful and relaxing, but 
too short. Br. loan from Bucharest picked 
up Br. Larry and Sr. Beti at the train station, 
then proceeded to the airport to meet Br. 
Allen returning from Poland. The last 
meeting in Romania, for this trip, was held 
with the little group of brethren in Bucharest. 

Everywhere we went the brethren wanted 
their love conveyed to the brethren in 
America. 

An appropriate response to this experi-
ence would be "ce frumos! " (what beauty!) 
This expression applies to the land, the 
people and especially to the love, zeal and 
faithfulness to the Harvest Message of the 
Romanian brethren. Li 

Financial update - July 1993 

The average monthly salary is now $45-70. 
Some common items and their relative cost 
in gross wages is given below: 

Milk (gal.) 
	

1 hour 
Eggs (doz.) 
	

3 hours 
Meat (lb.) 
	

3 
Cheese (lb.) 
	

4 
Blouse 	 20 
Gasoline (10 gal.) 
	

35 
Shoes 	 40 
Couch 
	

600 
Car 	 5 years 
Apartment (buy) 
	

30 
House 	 40 
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Testimonies at Chicago, IL May 29-31: 

Joy in a Chance Meeting 
Br. Tom Gilbert, Southern Wisconsin Bible Students. 
"We had the privilege of going to the Jerusalem Convention. It was 
a real joy. On the way home we took a detour to Denmark for four 
days. The plane we were going on was delayed five hours....The 
real blessing was that we were able to talk to a young Jewish man 
and woman sitting across from us. They had just completed their 
service in the Military, and were going to visit friends in Sweden. 
We explained we were with a Christian group and they said they 
met a Christian group 5-6 months ago who put on a program. He 
said, 'I went to that program, it was a wonderful message.' We 
were delighted to run into someone during our long wait who had 
seen the (AV) Israel: Appointment with Destiny. That was a real 
thrill! 

"A friend in Omaha who has high regard for Br. Russell is 
writing a biography (he says it will be very positive) celebrating the 
life and ministry of Charles T. Russell. Recently he called to ask 
where he can get information of Br. Russell's early life, including 
pictures? He says he has a copy of a letter written by J. F. 
Rutherford that was written in 1928 to a Mrs. Paul in Clear Lake, 
IA and in that letter was mentioned a biography of Br. Russell 
included in the 1924-27 editions (Scripture Studies?). Any help 
that can be given on that will be appreciated. 

Blessings in Israel Shared 
Sr. Alpha Koterba, Paterson NJ Ecclesia. 
"...My main motive in going to Israel [this time] was to visit the 
brethren. We have eleven brethren living in various parts of Israel. 
Sr. Connie Campbell lost her husband Br. Jack last year. He had 
written the welcome address that was read by Br. Mali. She has had 
a difficult year, losing a son and a husband. Sr. Connie has a job 
working with young people that come to Israel who, perhaps, may 
want to stay. It gives a wonderful opportunity to witness. She lives 
very near to Stuart Livermore. He has always dreamed of a 
convention in Israel, and we were happy to see him at the meeting 
one morning, leading the singing. 

"Then we went to visit the Bauschs, and from there to visit Br. 
Hermann Bezner. He has been witnessing to many young people, 
primarily from the Army who come up there with their leaders. For 
thirty years there has been some message of the Kingdom being 
delivered to the Jewish people there. Early on, he bought the land 
and they told him to go back home. He went back to Germany and 
was very unhappy. He thought, I bought that land and I am going 
back to see if I can reclaim it. He returned, there was a trial and the 
government decided he wasn't doing too much harm so let him 
stay. I was interested to see what he had done, and to see a tour 
folder for the Northern part of Israel that includes Anek HaShalom 
(the Valley of Peace) which Br. Bezner has cultivated - both with 
the beauty of the land and the Truth message. 

"We visited a young Polish Jewish brother. He had gotten the 
address of the Campbells and visited them. I sent him all the 
Volumes. He went to Anek HaShalom for a month but has come 
back home and is learning Hebrew. He has read all the Volumes 
- Volume I twice. He showed me his library. The group wound up 
in Nahariya, where he lives, at the same time we were there. We 
took him to the hotel to meet the friends. He came to a table of 
Polish brethren that he remembered meeting in Krakow. They 
were delighted to see him because he had been working with them 
on the Retirement Center and they wondered what happened to 
him. In Israel for almost four years, he is witnessing to the people 
there and they are listening to him. I have been so impressed on this 
trip to see how easy it is to talk to the Jewish people - they are  

different from the people here. We were able to witness when we 
picked up soldiers on their way back to their posts. It was easy to 
tell them about the Kingdom and they seemed eager to understand. 

"When we were up at the Bauschs, I wanted to contact some 
Messianic Jews. One day I walked into their apartment, they had 
a visitor from Finland, a Gentile married to a Jewish Rabbi who was 
converted to Christianity. Here was my opportunity. She said there 
are seven groups of Messianic Jews in Israel. They meet four times 
a year in convention. The Bauschs went to some of their meetings 
to see what they believe. They have meetings like the Bible 
Students - vote in their own elders and deacons. I asked what 
proportion of this people believes in hell and trinity. She said it was 
a minority and they do not even talk about it. They are growing, 
300 in one of the seven groups. It is nice to know how close the 
Kingdom is, there are so many that are already accepting the 
Kingdom arrangement and studying both the New and the Old 
Testaments... 

"Br. Bologa has two nephews that are living on a moshave down 
near the Gaza Strip. They were at the Convention for a short time 
- not being able to understand. But they did get across to me that 
they want Romanian First Volumes, which were just printed. I ask 
an interest in your prayers on behalf of all these that are doing 
witnessing on their own that we were not aware of." 

Waters of Jerusalem and Egypt Compared 
Br. Tom Machacek, Northwest Indiana Ecclesia. 
"The truth about Israel is only half of what you know until you have 
been there and experienced it. One thing I want to share and have 
deep memories of: Sr. Florence Trzyna, Sr. Nancy and I went to the 
Peace Forest and planted trees. We planted a tree in our son's name. 
It was an experience I will always remember. Life goes on even in 
a tree and maybe someday Jim will be able to see this tree. Hope 
it won't die like all the other trees that we planted with him, when 
he was on earth. 

"One perspective of the Jerusalem Convention I would like to 
share is that we went to Egypt. In Israel there was no concern about 
drinking water. In Egypt we had to use bottled water and couldn't 
eat fresh fruit or vegetables. To draw upon this: the New Creature 
can only draw upon Truth from New Jerusalem and when you try 
to draw Truth from the world it's polluted and will make you sick. 
It is only the Lord's Truth that will give us life, and life is being seen 
in Jerusalem. I appreciated being at the Convention and the 
experiences. It has helped me to grow even closer to the Lord, and 
to realize that His great plan, His great Truth is the Truth. I am so 
glad to know it!" 

Letter in Copier Prompts Witness 
Br. Bill Harp, Cincinnati Bible Students. 
"One day I was in a print shop having a letter copied. It began: 
`Dear Brother in the Lord.' A man was looking at the copy of the 
letter out of the corner of his eye. He said to me 'You are truly a 
Christian.' I said, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ but I am not 
a born-again Christian.' He said, 'Neither am I. I think being a 
follower of the Lord is more than being a born-again Christian.' 
That intrigued me, so I asked for his name and phone number and 
promised to call him. He wanted mine also. In the afternoon I got 
a call from him. He wanted to know what I believed about what is 
going on in the world, why God permits evil? "We believe that the 
Lord is present and is directing the issue and gathering the nations 
together for Armageddon; I don't think he is physically present in 
person,' I said. He replied, 'I think he is a spirit.' Then we talked 
about the resurrection of the dead and I asked if he understood what 
that means. He said, 'God is going to create all those people of the 
past.' I agreed that they are all coming back here to earth. 

See Brethren page 10 



Union of Protestant Churches Advances 
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Presbyterian Layman 
July/August, 1993 

Orlando, Fla. - The Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) has taken a step toward uniting 
with eight other Protestant denominations. 

Delegates to the church's 205th General 
Assembly voted 334 to 166 last week to 
approve a plan for creating a "Church of 
Christ Uniting" proposed by the Consulta-
tion on Church Union. 

Under the plan for church union, churches 
would keep their own denominational struc-
tures and ordination processes but would 
create "covenanting councils' to promote 
church unity through shared liturgical ser-
vices and ordination ceremonies in their 
communities. 

"There is nothing of merger in this pro-
posal, but everything of removing old bar-
riers to unity," said David Taylor, general 
secretary of the consultation. "This is an 
attempt to begin to repair that 450-year-old 
schism" dating to the Reformation. 

The plan will be sent to regional 
presbyteries and local churches for study, 
while church bodies continue to work out 
the final details of the ecumenical venture. 

The final plan again would require ap-
proval by the General Assembly and indi-
vidual presbyteries. 

The Rev. Cynthia Wickwire, moderator 
of the assembly Committee on Catholicity 
and Interfaith Relations, said the decision 
sends "a clear signal to our sisters and 
brothers in Christ that we seek to be with 
them in a viable sign of unity." 

"We need to take a step. If we delay, we 
may never get there." 

The African Methodist Espiscopal 
Church and the International Council of 
Community churches already have approved 
the plan. 

Other churches in the consultation are 
the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Episcopal Church, United Church 
of Christ and United Methodist Church. 

All the churches are scheduled to vote on 
the plan by 1998. 

COCU Supporters Win 
Round One 

Covenanting Communion Scheme 
Approved - Backers Deny Working 

Toward Merger 

ORLANDO, FL (PLC)..."Churches in 
Covenant Communion," a document 
submitted by the Consultation on Church 

Union (COCU) which neither supporters 
nor opponents believed would pass, won 
approval in a post-midnight General 
Assembly session More than 100 
exhausted commissioners had already left 
the floor by the time the vote was taken... 

In the commissioners' committee meet-
ing which dealt with the COCU proposal, 
supporters brought in a lineup of General 
Assembly leaders to promote its passage. 
They told the commissioners that much 
"misinformation" had been circulated about 
COCU, that the plan had nothing to do with 
merger, but was purely a "spiritual union." 
They said that the office of bishop (which is 
an essential element in the plan) is purely 
ceremonial and that Presbyterians can de-
cide for themselves later what kinds of 
functions they want their bishops to per-
form. They also argued that although the 
plan calls for Presbyterians to "recognize" 
the ordination of other denominations' min-
isters as valid (including those who do not 
meet Presbyterian ordination standards), 
requirements for Presbyterian ministers 
would not necessarily change. 

It was close to midnight when the pro-
posal came to the floor of the General 
Assembly, and commissioners who had dis-
cussed homosexuality past midnight on the 
previous day were visibly weary. Someone 
made a motion that the debate be limited to 
six minutes per motion (the motion to ap-
prove COCU and a substitute motion to 
refer the matter for further study). The 
motion also included a provision that indi-
vidual speakers he limited to 90 seconds. 
These strictures were approved by 77 per-
cent of the assembly... 

Then commissioners turned toward their 
six-minute debate on the main motion. Rev. 
Duncan Hanson urged commissioners to 
"offer our gift of elders to the other denomi-
nations... I love the Presbyterian tent," he 
said, "but every now and again we have to 
pick up our tents and move on. If we don't 
vote yes today, we will never move on." 

Sometime after 1:00 AM. a vote was 
taken... COCU passed by a two to one 
majority, and within minutes commission-
ers vacated the hall...But before any sub-
stantial change in Presbyterian polity can 
occur - changes in the Book of Order to 
establish the office of bishop, for example 
- some future General Assembly must vote 
on the specifics of that change and a major-
ity of the denomination's presbyteries must 
concur. ❑ 

"1 will shake the heavens, and the earth 
shall remove out of her place, in the wrath 
of the Lord of hosts, in the day of his fierce 
anger." Isa. 13:13 
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"He said he got some of these things from study but there is a 
man in Boise that sends him booklets. I told him I would send him 
a book, The Divine Plan of the Ages which would be a help to him. 
He said, 'Give me a month and then call and we'll talk some more.' 
That was a wonderful experience as the letter was the key in 
opening a witness to the Truth..." 

Sister from Cluj Brings Greetings 
Sr. Viorica Crisan of Romania 
(translated by Sr. Marge Hagensick). 
"I ask you to understand my great emotion because I now am with 
the brethren of the Lord. My joy is immense. I have been asked 
that I, like David, what have I done on account of God that he has 
given me so many blessings - both mine and my family's. Love and 
affection for all of you I don't have words to describe. Beautiful 
day for me and through me I ask you to accept loving greetings from 
the brethren of Romania and thank you for all your help especially 
in spiritual matters. The Romanian brethren have helped me very 
much in our consecration. I bring to you the love of my husband, 
sons and I greet all you brethren with Romans 15:13. God bless you 
for your good words and all you have done from good will." 

Normandy Visit Stirs Painful Memories 
Br. Walter Jurek, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. 
"When I was young I thought I had all the answers, but I learned 
a deep lesson that helped me a lot. In discussions with my Dad he 
showed a lot of patience with me when we got on certain subjects. 
He was an Elder in the Polish Class. I didn't always see 'eye to eye' 
with him, but after a time he said, 'See, this is what I was trying to 
tell you.' I learned to be tolerant. 

"A year ago I rceived a great blessing. Not only was it the 50th 
anniversary of our marriage, but also of some (Army) experiences 
in Europe. We went with the Tabacs to the International Conven-
tion and a sidetrip to France...north into the Normandy section. 
Though 45 years ago, it was like yesterday. I have seen people 
break down when visiting places of combat, but never thought I 
would weaken to that also. We went to the cemeteries, in beautiful 
settings, one was a little more ominous as it was near the beach. I 
could see the section where we first landed and hid there overnight. 
I looked around and saw a fellow next to me with gray hair meeting 
the age span. I asked him, `Do you have any memories?' He said, 
`Yes, I left a souvenir.' I looked down - he had an artificial hand. 
I was thankful that the Lord brought me through those things. Some 
of the things we have seen there we can see a duplicate of now in 
warfare, and it has been brought out that the Lord is setting up 
things to bring about his kingdom. 

"Sr. Vi and I were anticipating going to Israel but the Lord 
overruled that we not go. About two months ago I was laid up for 
a while. I still wanted to go but the medication made it impossible 
so we had to cancel. The two trips previously are very dear to us 
- such wonderful fellowship. 

"At this time we thought we were about ready to be shelved - a 
hard thing to do when you have been active. Now we have the 
opportunity for fellowship with other brethren who are involved in 
our former footsteps (learning to print). The Lord gave us the 
privilege to serve him and I have always wanted to bring praise, 
glory and honor to our heavenly Father!" 

Testimonies at Hope, Indiana June 12: 

New Sister in Christ Has Many Trials 
Sr. Wendy Burden, New Albany Ecclesia. 
"Thank you for the wonderful fellowship with each one of you. The 
Lord has done so much for me and I have done so little in 

comparison. I have a lot of severe trials in my life lately. I have 
two small children, the youngest of them is disabled and that is a 
great trial in itself. Then I have many more. I look to the Lord daily, 
hourly. Hope and pray that He will stay by my side and that I will 
stay by His. If I should wake in His likeness, what joy! There is 
nothing greater than God for he created all things and to be like God 
and His blessed son, it is the most special gift anyone can receive." 

"Uplifted by Convention 
Sr. Eva Morgan, Wilmington, Ohio. 
"In 1926 I saw the Photo-drama of Creation and the Pastor was on 
the screen. It has become more precious to me as the years go by. 
I don't think there is anything better for a foundation in the Truth 
than Pastor Russell's Volumes and Towers. If we deviate from that 
we are lost. I have been uplifted by this convention and all the 
fellowship. This last week I found a scripture, Psalms 104:29,30, 
in which the whole plan of the ages is condensed..." 

Testimonies at Salem, Oregon June 25-27: 

"The Water in the Pump" 
Sr. Esther Ledwinka, Columbus Indiana Ecclesia. 
Sr. Esther read these thoughts previously given at the Hope Indiana 
Convention: "When a pump is frequently used the water pumps out 
at the first stroke because it is high. But if the pump has not been 
used for a long time the water gets low. If you want it you must 
pump a long while. The water comes only after great effort. It is 
so with prayer. If we are instant in prayer every little circumstance 
awakens the disposition to pray, and desire and words are always 
ready; but if we neglect prayer it is difficult for us to pray." 

"Behold How Good and How Pleasant..." 
Sr. Bernice Bushlus, West Suburban (IL) Ecclesia. 
"...This is my first trip to the Northwest and we appreciate the 
beauties the Lord has created for us. I was especially blessed when 
we visited Br. Wilf and Sr. Berra McNee in the nursing home. Br. 
Charlie and Sr. Ruth Chambers came also. The experience with Br. 
Wilf was more than I could describe. Sr. Berna wheeled him into 
the chapel room and Sr. Ruth played some hymns there. Br. Wilf 
had a difficult time expressing himself in conversation but when we 
were singing the hymns he came out loud and clear - it brought tears 
to his eyes and to ours. 

"We enjoyed rich fellowship with Sr. Helen Barton and Br. 
Norman Rice. I did not expect such a privilege. 'Behold, how good 
and how pleasant it is when brethren dwell together in unity."' 
Lesser, Psalms 133:1 

Blessed by Dad's Scriptural Admonition 
Sr. Sally Heidelbach, Berean Bible Students, Michigan. 
"My heart is burning within me and I want to raise my voice to my 
heavenly Father for all the brethren here. We've had a very hectic 
couple of months. When we got on the plane I was very tense, so 
much going on in our lives, the rapid pace. When we walked into 
the Blackman home and saw the smiling faces of our brethren, 
everything else was put away, forgotten. 

"I appreciate so much your love and prayers, cards and letters in 
regards to the passing of my Dad (Br. Walter Wojcik). They meant 
a lot to us; to Sr. Rosemary too. Each of us children was blessed 
in getting to spend some time with my Dad individually. We were 
each down there for a week. One of the blessings was, he left an 
admonition for each of us children. It was Proverbs 3:5,6 - 'Tnist 
in the Lord with all thine heart, lean not unto thine own understand-
ing, in all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall direct thy paths.' 
I leave that scripture with you." 

See Brethren page 12 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"...by love serve one another. For all the law is fidfilled in one word: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" Gal. 5:13,14 

Over Ten Percent Response to Follow-Up 
The Portland Area Bible Students have had a greatly increased 
response to their quarterly follow-up letters by using techniques 
from a professional consultant on effective written 
communication. Their last letter, which received over ten percent 
response, is given here. 

... they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. 
(Romans 10:2) 

Dear Friend: 

In August the Pope plans to again come to the United States. As 
with past visits, there will no doubt be considerable media atten-
tion. This helps keep the Roman Catholic Church, as compared to 
the Protestant churches, in the forefront of public awareness. Have 
you ever wondered about the differences between these two major 
branches of Christendom? It is our privilege to offer a free booklet 
that compares the belief structure of one to the other. 

To quote from the stated purpose of the booklet... 

We further believe that God has designed a master plan of 
salvation which will benefit all people of every religious de-
nomination. Catholics and Protestants alike will enjoy the 
blessings of life, happiness, and peace which will accrue from 
the final establishment of God's kingdom upon earth. The 
specific reasons for these beliefs, and their relationship espe-
cially to Catholic doctrine, will be set forth in all sincerity and 
kindness toward our readers. It is hoped that this presentation 
will thus magnify the greatness of our God... 

"The Faith of our Fathers," page 2 

Much of the trouble in today's world comes from religious intol-
erance - an intolerance usually based on ignorance, a lack of 
knowlege and understanding. Since ignorance precludes dialogue, 
violence often results. Where violence prevails positions do not 
change. Hearts are hardened. Hence, the continuing strife in 
Ireland, the Balkans, the Middle East, etc. 

The booklet we are privileged to offer FREE, "The Faith of our 
Fathers," gives a clear and concise comparison of a number of 
doctrinal teachings. It is our hope it will contribute to knowledge 
and, thus, to better understanding. If you are interested please 
return the coupon below. 

Yours in Jesus' name, 

The Sermon Book on Tape 
The Ecclesia at Wenatchee, Wash. is offering Pastor Russell's 
Sermons on cassette tape. When completed it is estimated that 
there will be three volumes. The first one is now available at $12. 
To order write: CWC Library, 404 First Street, Wenatchee, WA 
98801. 

1916 Reprints on Computer 
The 1916 Towers are now available on computer for anyone 
requesting them. Registered users of the Harvest Truth DataBase 
will automatically receive an update in early October unless 
notification is received to the contrary. The latest update also 
includes: The Daily Heavenly Manna, Songs in the Night, Hymns 
of Millennial Dawn, and The Photodrama of Creation. 

The Bible (KJV), Studies in the Scriptures and Tabernacle 
Shadows have been available for some time. 

Several more years of Reprints will be available before the end 
of 1993. Many brethren throughout North America have been 
active in entering the original Towers on computer for the past 
several years. Eventually all the writings of Pastor Russell will he 
available in computer readable form. 

Send requests to: David Kahn, 6586 Sweet Fern, Columbia, MD 
21045-4552; (410) 381-9264. 

Romanian Highlights Video 
A fifty minute video of highlights from the last visit to Romania 
was produced and sold at the 1-0 Convention in August. If a 
sufficient number of additional brethren desire copies, more will he 
produced. The cost will be about $4 plus shipping depending on 
the number of orders received. 

Ecclesia book tables or brethren interested in copies of the video 
should send requests to: Miami Valley Bible Students, P. 0. Box 
71, Piqua, OH 45356. 

Cassette Tape Covers Offered 
The Rosswick Tape Service has about fifty covers for cassette tapes 
which present a storage problem. If someone has a use for these 
they may contact: Rosswick Tape Service, 1317 West Sixth Street, 
Grand Island, NE 68801. 

Elder's Area Code Changed 
Br. Albert Sheppelbaum's telephone area code is changed from 714 
to 909. Other brethren in this area may he affected also, though 
only a portion of the area is changed. 

Gift of Reprints to India Brings Great Joy 
Brethren of the Oakland County Michigan Ecclesia sent Reprints 
to India and a brother's letter expressing the childlike enthusiasm 
of brethren upon receipt of the parcel, touches the heart. Excerpts 
from the letter follow. 

"Brothers, I am very thankful to you. I don't know how to 
express my gratitude and heart feelings in mere words...I have 
received Watchtower Reprints on March 31st and Bible Commen-
tary Book on April 2nd. At that time I was in front of the house, 
my friends (brethren) all waiting for the postman's arrival. Two 
months back we already informed the postman that the Book parcel 
was coming. 

"On the 31st at 9:30 in the morning the postman came with the 
parcel. I and my friends were surprised to see such a big parcel This  

is the first time in our life we received such a big parcel and that too 
from America. My friends gathered around the hooks. Some of the 
brothers kissed the parcel, and some with great enthusiasm quickly 
opened the parcel. All the brothers expressed their thanks on the 
spot. Brother, this instance is ever remembered, it is a real drama. 

"...We expect only books, we don't expect anything materialis-
tic from America. We want only books. We are poor but we are 
very rich in heavenly treasure. My grandfather Mr. Charles 
Jayappa [first] opened the treasure box. We are searching for 
gems... 

I showed the brethren Israel's important places stickers you 
sent. It is our dream to visit that holy land. At least we felt happy 
to see and enjoy that holy country in stickers - if you get more 
photos of that country please send..." 
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Testimonies at New Brunswick, NJ July 3-5: 

Grateful for Brethren in the States 
Br. Timo Nordman, Finland. 
"My wife and I are very happy for the opportunity to visit many 
classes here in the States, happy to be here. In Finland there are 12 
brethren. In our class there are only two of us. Our conventions are 
much smaller and we don't have so many blessings with the 
brethren that you have. The brethren from the States have helped 
us very much. Our work in Finland, we have translated several 
booklets into Finnish language for our proclaiming work. We print 
a quarterly magazine and have 125 subscribers. All the brethren 
have finished the Volumes and we have printed the First and Fifth 
Volumes for our proclaiming work. We hope we can print all the 
other Volumes also. We have had some radio programs in Finland 
and we hope we will have more of them. We are very happy we 
have had this possibility to do the Lord's work in Finland. We are 
very grateful for the brethren in the States who have helped us very 
much. 

One World Church Booklet Spread Around Cape May 
Br. George Eldridge, Delaware Valley Bible Students. 
"...I would like to tell you about a witness effort that we conducted 
between Delaware Valley and Chicago Ecclesias on this One 
World Church booklet. Sr. Ruth and I and another brother went 
down to Cape May and put out 450 of these books in the various 
hotels and motels. We placed 35 posters, and had two ads in the 
paper - one in Atlantic City and one in Cape May. We have 
received to date 12 replies from the newspaper ads, and I haven't 
gotten a report from Chicago yet if they had received any responses 
from the booklets. It was interesting to note that this meeting with 
the churches was supposed to be a unity meeting. It must have been 
hidden underground because we inquired all over Cape May and 
couldn't find anyone who knew anything about it... 

"My sister died three weeks ago and a Roman Catholic priest 
conducted the ceremony. My two nephews... asked if I would like 
to speak at sister's viewing. I asked: 'When?"After the Catholic 
priest.' He started to leave the room after he was finished, and I just 
held up the Bible and said, 'I would like to tell you a story from this 
hook. It is real and it is true, somebody like you and me that lived 
and died on the earth, that went into corruption and the grave, was 
restored to life, had nothing to say about heaven or any other place.' 
The priest stopped and leaned against the back wall. I read them 
the story of Lazarus out of the Bible. 

"We noted that both my sister and her husband were interred at 
Arlington National Cemetery. I asked: 'All these white crosses in 
all directions at Arlington - where are these people? Where are 
these soldiers who were nothing but dust of the victory torch that 
burns on high? Will we ever see them again? We told them that 
they were sleeping in the grave. But it seemed that the only 
message they got was they wanted to go to heaven. It is interesting 
they always talk about eternal torment but they never put anybody 
in there, everybody goes to heaven. The only ones they put there 
would be you and me....We are to continue to witness, in these last 
days it is very important that we do..."  

"Out of the Mouth of an Arab!" 
Br. Francis Earl, Washington, DC. 
"...When we were in Israel in April an incident happened that I 
can't get out of my mind. We were in the city of Jericho, strictly 
an Arab town which shocked me. I was sitting on the bus and all 
of a sudden, Br. Jim Watkins from Dayton, Ohio got on the bus and 
all excitedly said, 'Does anybody have anything on Jesus?' This 
was strange. Nobody had anything because it was all packed in 
their suitcases down below. He finally found somebody who had 
something. What happened was a young Arab - looked to be 20-
30 - got to talking to Jim and said, 'There will never he any peace 
in Israel until Jesus comes.' The thought makes cold chills run up 
and down my hack. To think of this - 'out of the mouth of an Arab!' 
I wanted to share that with you." 

"I have never needed the Brethren so much..." 
Sr. Rachel Greis, Delaware Valley Ecclesia. 
"My testimony is one of thanks. I can't thank all of you personally 
so I better do it in a testimony. For those who don't know, I have 
quite an experience with a medical problem. I have been in a lot 
of pain in my back. The doctor found that I had a fracture of the 
vertebra from an old sports injury in high school. On May 12 I had 
a spinal fusion done and it has been seven weeks now. I was at the 
Allentown Convention - lying on a cot the whole time - but here I 
can sit in a chair and listen to everything. I want to say 'thank you' 
to all the brethren for your thoughts and prayers and cards. I have 
never needed the brethren so much as I have now. I love you all very 
much and thank you for your prayers." 

"First time with brethren and didn't hear one complaint." 
Sr. Annick Stalder, Mannheim, Germany. 
"...My testimony will be in two parts, like a prayer. I will begin 
with thankfulness I have towards our Father, to our Lord and also 
to my brethren. I consecrated a long time ago but I am very 
stubborn and to learn is very hard sometimes. So the Lord took me 
through different experiences, and through the example the 
brethren in the States have given to me. I came to more 
understanding of my consecration not only on the doctrinal point 
of view but also on what is concerning love and understanding of 
each other. 

"We had the opportunity to go with them on the first trip: 
`Mission to Israel.' That was a very particular blessing to me. To 
have this opportunity to be on the Mission and secondly, I stated to 
some, that was the first time I have been with brethren and I didn't 
hear even one complaint. That was for me so much encouragement, 
so much of a spiritual rest. After that we had the privilege to go to 
the Jerusalem Convention. We had a lot of work but we enjoyed 
it. Many of you do not realize that our brethren in Germany are 
mainly old - 70-100 years old. Some of the former East German 
brethren came to that convention; the first and the last time they 
could go to Israel and see the hope of Jewish people. Many of the 
people in Germany feel that we have a mission to accomplish over 
there. 

"The big blessing I have now is to be among you. I would ask 
for your special prayers..." ❑ 

Statement of Purpose 

The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible Students 
Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is published as a 
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in the 
Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and wise 
servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the Six 
Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the Pastor's 
writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal matters, 
of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information for 
publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items should he 
verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for their 
accuracy. 
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Conventions 
"Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together... but exhorting one another... as ye see the day approaching." Heb. 10:25 

September 25,26 Piqua, Ohio. Miami Valley Bible Students 
Annual, Y.W.C.A. 418 N. Wayne Street (513) 773-6626). Four 
speakers. Programs, information from Secretary: Richard 
Peddemors, P 0 Box 71, Piqua, Ohio 45356. Phone (419) 394-4658 

September 26 Baltimore, Maryland. Baltimore Bible Students, 
Council No. 6021 Knights of Columbuis, 4110 1/2 Pine Hill Road. 
Three speakers. Theme: Teach the Doctrines of Truth. Titus 2:1. 
Program and map from Secretary: Robert Wagner, 2753 Pelham 
Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21213. Phone (410) 483-1394. 

October 9,10 Grand Rapids, Michigan. Kenowa Hills Jr. High 
School, 4252 Three Mile Road NW, Four speakers. Contact 
Secretary for information: Jan Highway, P 0 Box 1546, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49501, Phone: (616) 897-4249. 

October 14-17 Fort Worth, Texas. Fort Worth Bible Students, 
Ramada Inn, Loop 820 & Hwy 183, Hurst, TX (817) 284-9461. 
Five speakers. Make motel reservations through Secretary: Mrs. 
George Wilmott, P 0 Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone 
(817) 590-9379. 

October 29-31 Connellsville, Pennsylvania. Connellsville Bible 
Students' Annual, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA. Five speakers. 
Contact: Mrs. Wesley Cramer, RD 1, Box 326-C, Monongahela, 
PA 15063. Phone (412) 258-2585. 

November 20,21 Jersey City, New Jersey. Associated Bible 
Students, Masonic Temple, 1912 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ. Five 
speakers. Programs and information from Secretary: Charlotte 
Teklinski, 84 Arthur Street, Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660. Phone 
(201) 440-0925. 

November 25-28 San Diego, California. San Diego Bible 
Students' Thanksgiving Weekend Annual, Radisson Hotel, 3299 
Holiday Ct, La Jolla, CA. Nine speakers. Accommodations: 
Georgette Karavas, P 0 Box 147, La Jolla, CA 92038. Phone (619) 
463-0157. 

December 31 - January 1,2 Chicago, Illinois. Chicago Bible 
Students' New Year's Annual, Elk Grove High School, Elk Grove 
Blvd, Elk Grove. Five speakers. Information from Secretary: Tom 
Ruggirello, 720 W. Bryn Mawr, Roselle, IL 60172-2808. Phone 
(708) 351-5606. 

U. S. 1994 
March 12,13 Columbus, Ohio. Columbus Bible Students' Pre-
Memorial, Greenwood Lake Conference Center (614) 369-4821), 
340 Lake Street (Rt 42), Delaware, OH. Information, directions 
from Secretary: Mrs. James Heeg, 1732 Merrydale Road, 
Springfield, OH 45503. Phone (513) 390-3246. 

March 19,20 Wilmington, Delaware. Wilmington/Chesapeake 
City Ecclesia's Pre-Memorial. Location to be announced. Five 
speakers. Secretary: Mrs. A.T. Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison, Ave, 
New Castle, DE 19720. Phone (302) 328-7673. 

July 2-4 New Brunswick, New Jersey. Fourth of July Annual. 
Details later. Secretary: Mrs. Robert Gray, 81 Braeton Way, 
Freehold, NJ 07718. Phone (908) 431-5221. 

Europe 1994 
August 7-13 Poitiers, France. Seventh Biennial International 
Convention of Bible Students. Request information from: 
International Convention of Bible Students, 1425 Lachman Lane, 
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272. 

Public Witness at 1-0 Convention Lexington, Kentucky 

When Will God Stop the Madness? 
was the topic Br. Paul Mali presented 
for the public on Friday evening, 
August 6. About 10 public were 
counted in the audience. Some 
stopped to comment briefly when 
leaving, but no report of any sustained 
discussion was heard. 

As usual, the brethren were the prime 
recipients of the blessings given 
through this stimulating presentation: 
a concept of how four classes of Chris-
tians view the events of this, our 
troubled day. 

Br. Mali said the first group of Chris-
tians does not see anything unusual in 
the happenings about them - only his- 

tory repeating itself. 
The second sees only the negatives 

- trouble everywhere, political corrup-
tion, dishonesty, violence, immoral-
ity- nothing hopeful. 

The third class sees a lot of positive 
things happening - in science, medi-
cine, world government, education -
they are hopeful for the future. 

The fourth group sees some things 
undisturbed; they see as well, all the 
trouble and violence; they also see 
many positive things coming out of the 
world's upheavals - the promise of a 
new order, a new society of earth in 
which "all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed!" 

Br. Mali used the story of the three 
blind men trying to describe an el-
ephant by feeling its different parts: the 
first one felt the trunk, the second, the 
foot, and the third the elephant's broad-
side. None had the whole picture he 
said, but each was viewing it from his 
own limited perspective. 

He noted that to understand the situ-
ation today, one must step back and get 
the big picture - it is neither "business 
as usual," nor is it "everything going to 
pot." It is not, as some view it, "all 
good," but the true condition is some of 
all of these from which a new, perfect 
world order is emerging under God's 
wisdom and omnipotent power. 

Memorial Supper - Friday, March 25th, after six o'clock. 



Ominous Signs and Unthinkable Thoughts 
By Elie Wiesel 
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This news item sent to the Newsletter some time ago by Sr. Laura 
Kelsey has come to light in our files at a time when its message is 
still more pertinent in view of increasing anti-Semitism. 

The writer, Eliel Wiesel, spent his childhood in Sighet, 
Transylvania (now Romania), from where he was deported (at age 
15) with his family and Jews of the area. They went first to 
Auschwitz, then to Buchenwald where his father died two months 
before it was liberated by the American forces. His mother and 7 
year-old sister perished in the flames of Birkenau. 

In 1986 he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Ed. 
... For the first time in many years I feel that I am in danger. For 

the first time in my adult life I am afraid that the nightmare may 
start all over again, or that it has never ended, that since 1945 we 
have lived in parentheses. Now they are closed. 

Could the Holocaust happen again? Over the years I have often 
put the question to my young students. And they, consistently, 
have answered yes, while I said no. I saw it as a unique event that 
would remain unique. I believed that if 
mankind had learned anything from it, 
it was that hate and murder reach be-
yond the direct participants; he who 
begins by killing others, in the end will 
kill his own. Without Auschwitz, 
Hiroshima would not have been pos-
sible. The murder of one people inevi-
tably leads to that of mankind. 

In my naivete I thought, especially in the immediate postwar 
period, Jews would never again be singled out, handed over to the 
executioner. That anti-Semitism had received its death blow long 
ago, under the fiery skies of Poland. I was somehow convinced that 
- paradoxically- man would be shielded, protected by the awesome 
mystery of the Event. 

I was wrong. What happened once, could happen again. 
Perhaps I am exaggerating. Perhaps I am oversensitive. But then 
I belong to a traumatized generation. We have learned to take 
threats more seriously than promises. 

There are signs and they are unmistakable. The sickening 
spectacle of a diplomatic gathering wildly applauding a spokesman 
for killers. The scandalous exclusion of Israel from UNESCO. The 
arrogant self-righteousness of certain leaders, the cynicism of 
others. The dramatic solitude of Israel... Anti-Semitism has 
become fashionable once more both in the East and in the West. 

No wonder then that suddenly one hears discussion on a subject 
that many of us had buried long ago: Jewish survival. Can Israel 
- the country, the people - survive another onslaught? How many  

times must it sacrifice the best of its children? How long can one 
go on living in a hostile world? Is it conceivable that Hitler could 
be victorious postumously? 

For those of us who have lived and endured the human and 
Jewish condition in its ultimate depth know: at this turning point in 
history, the Jewish people and the Jewish State are irrevocably 
linked; one cannot survive without the other. As a community, we 
have rarely been so united. And never so alone. 

And so, the idea of another catastrophe is no longer unthinkable. 
I say it reluctantly. In fact, it is the first time I say it. I have chosen 
until now to place the Holocaust on a mystical or ontological level, 
one that defies language and transcends imagination. I have 
quarreled with friends who built entire theories and doctrines on an 
event which, in my view, is not to be used or approached casually. 
If I speak of it now, it is only because of my realization that Jewish 
survival is being recalled into question. 

Hence the fear in me. All of a sudden, I am too much reminded 
of past experiences. The enemy grow-
ing more and more powerful, more and 
more popular. The aggressiveness of 
the blackmailers, the permissiveness of 
some leaders and the total submissive-
ness of others. The overt threats, the 
complacency and diffidence of the by-
standers. I feel as my father must have 
felt when he was my age. 

Not that I foresee the possibility of Jews being massacred in the 
cities of America or in the forests of Europe. Death-factories will 
not be built again. But there is a certain climate, a certain mood in 
the making. As far as the Jewish people are concerned, the world 
has remained unchanged: as indifferent to our fate as to its own. 

And so I look at my young students and tremble for their future, 
I see myself at their age surrounded by ruins. What am I to tell 
them? 

I would like to be able to tell them that in spite of endless 
disillusionments one must maintain faith in man and in mankind: 
that one must never lose heart. I would like to tell them that 
notwithstanding the official discourses and policies, our people 
does have friends and allies and reasons to advocate hope. But I 
have never lied to them. I am not going to begin now. And yet... 

Despair is no solution, I know that. What is the solution? Hitler 
had one. And he tried it while a civilized world kept silent. 

I remember. And I am afraid. 
From the Morim Newsletter of the JTA, Sept. 1975, 45 East 33rd 

St, NY NY 10016. Filed in the Klau Library of Hebrew Union 
College, Cincinnati, Ohio 

"As far as the Jewish people are 
concerned, the world has remained 
unchanged: as indifferent to our fate 
as to its own..." 

About the Jerusalem Report 
The Newsletter's version of the one-
time Jerusalem Convention has been 
rendered effortless by the expansive 
report issued to all 307 brethren who 
attended the Convention. It is a 
beautiful record of the experience, and 
perusing it conveys some of the spirit 
and more, of the event. 

For those who will not see it, the 
report is a colorful array - 20 pages of 
color photographs: of sites visited, of  

brethren - large and small groups, and 
individuals; maps of Israel and Jerusa-
lem - modern and second temple era; ten 
plus pages of easy-to-read text and a 
complete list of attendees. 

Throughout is a sprinkling of charm-
ing, miniature drawings of historic 
places. The Egyptian tour section is 
copiously illustrated - a towering exte-
rior view of the Great Pyramid and eleven 
of interior passages - with over five  

pages of color photographs. 
We give you here our black and white 

edited version: all the basic information 
of the full report and three pages of 
photographs. May this record of a one-
time experience for many in Jerusalem 
and Israel, evoke praise and honor to our 
heavenly Father for the restoration of the 
Jews to their land; and the promise it 
holds of "blessing all the families of the 
earth!" 
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A One-Time Convention in Jerusalem 
The First since the Days of the Apostles 

17 

Over 300 Experienced the World of the Bible 
in Israel (and Egypt) 

54 Elders & Over 60 Ecclesias Represented 

Bible Students have been living in the world of the Bible for 
years with words, phrases, texts, explanations, sayings, teachings, 
promises, themes and concepts. The Jerusalem Convention and 
Israel Tour has given participants a sense of reality to this Biblical 
world in a personally involved adventure making the Bible come 
to life. This providentially arranged activity is no doubt a special 
sanctifying experience in these last days. The success of the 
pilgrimage was due to the Lord's permission and blessing. The 
Lord put the details together, eliminated the barriers, made it work, 
provided for the resources, and enhanced the spiritual cultivation 
for all... 

Goals to Be Achieved 

Realizing this trip was to be a first time experience for many 
brethren, and conceivably, the only opportunity in a life time for 
many, goals were established to ensure the maximum spiritual 
enrichment. These goals were: 

1. Walk in the paths of the prophets. See where the miracles were 
enacted. Witness the scenarios as background to Biblical be-
liefs. 

2. Meditate on the life of the Nazarene who changed a civilization 
and started a new one - See where he was born, where he taught, 
where he died, and where he rose from the dead. 

3. Observe the emergence of the new State of Israel. See the flow 
of immigration of the regathered from the Diaspora. Reflect on 
Israel in the Plan of God and seize the prophetic signs of events 
yet to come. 

4. Collect spiritual lessons and implications in a convention of 
discourses, symposium, panels, testimonies, vespers and fel-
lowship. Edify and strengthen each other in the faith with 
character building, doctrinal discussions, biographical analyses 
and prophetic insights. 

5. Experience the world of the Bible. Appreciate Israel's land, 
geography, customs, culture and language. Visit historic sites 
and events to enhance understanding of Biblical texts. The Bible 
really comes alive! 

6. Fellowship and worship with brethren from many countries 
assembled in Jerusalem. Perpetuate the convention concept 
started by the Apostle Peter in Jerusalem 2,000 years ago. The 
Bible Students Convention in Jerusalem was the first since the 
days of the Apostles. 

Bible Students Came From 
All Over the World 

The Jerusalem Convention reached out to any and all brethren, 
who wanted to go to Jerusalem. There was no screening, no 
preferential treatment, nor age disqualification. 307 brethren from 
nine countries attended. They came to fellowship, meditate, study 
and worship as an international group of Bible Students. They came 
from: 

The United States (173) 
	

Canada (6) 
Poland (46) 
	

England (5) 
France (31) 
	

Israel (4) 
Australia (23) 
	

The Netherlands (2) 
Germany (17)  

Lessons Centered on 
Natural and Spiritual Israel 

The focus on Israel strengthened and edified the brethren to see, 
feel and experience the times in ancient Israel as well as Israel 
today, now that God is favoring Israel. The convention program 
channeled most activities in this direction. The activities were as 
follows: 

a) Discourses (18) which ranged from the spiritual meanings of the 
geography of Israel to the prophetic anticipation of Jerusalem as 
the future capital of the world. 

b) Symposium on the life of Jesus with a focus on Jesus as a servant 
and a teacher. 

c) Panel of four participants who saw and discussed Israel as God's 
time clock. They identified prophesies due to be fulfilled in the 
next 15 years. 

d) Vespers which ranged from the history of Jerusalem in sight and 
sound to talking with God through song. 

e) Reflections and Testimonies (5) gave attendees an opportunity 
to speak their hearts and minds concerning their trip to Israel. 

f) Special outside visitor presentations (5) which enriched our 
perspective of the Jews, the immigrants and the mysteries of the 
Temple. 

Out of the 60+ ecclesias represented, there were 54 elders who 
participated in the program. A book of printed proceedings cap-
tured in 175 pages the complete discourses, visited site descriptions 
with Biblical references and maps both ancient and modern... 

Biblical Sites Enhanced 
Convention Activities 

Visiting historic sites and past scenarios was in itself a sobering 
and sanctifying experience. However, seeing these sites and hear-
ing of their connections in convention discourses enhanced the 
total experience. Walking in the traditional paths of the prophets, 
seeing where the miracles were enacted and witnessing the events 
as background to Biblical beliefs really made the Bible come to 
life. Often prayers, meditations, Bible readings and discussions 
were conducted at these sites both formally and informally. Over 
sixty sites in Israel and Egypt were visited with each given a 
professional explanation by an Israeli (or Egyptian) guide. Some 
brethren added to the explanation with the spiritual meanings. Six 
buses were used to transport all the brethren. They were organized 
by languages. The sites visited were: 

1) Captivating overview of Jerusalem 2,700 feet above sea level nestled 
in five mountains - Mount Moriah, Mount Zion, Mount Scopus, 
Mount Herzel, and the Mount of Olives 

2) The ascension area where Jesus was taken up into heaven 
3) Scale model of Jerusalem 2,000 years ago 
4) Palm Sunday road where Jesus entered Jerusalem as King 
5) Kidron Valley and its cemetery of 70,000 Jews, the largest Jewish 

cemetery in the world 
6) Eight olive trees approximately 2,000 years old, where Jesus may 

have given his Olivet discourse 
7) Grotto of Gethsemane, possible site of Judas' betrayal of Jesus 
8) Potter's field at the junction of the Hinnom and Kidron Valleys 

which was purchased with bribery money - 30 pieces of silver 
9) The Old City and Via Dolorosa, traditional 14 progression points 

from Jesus' condemnation at the Antonia Fortress to Golgotha where 
he was crucified 

10) Eight gates through the wall of the Old City and the Golden Gate, 
sealed with its entrance to the Temple Mount 

See Jerusalem page 18 
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11) Southern Wall excavations and one of the original entrances to the 

Temple Mount 
12) The Jewish Quarter, including the modernization and rebuilding 

since the 1967 War 
13) The House of Caiaphas and the prison dungeon where Jesus waited 

for trial 
14) Second Temple tombs of Zechariah, Absalom and James in the 

Kidron Valley 
15) Hinnom Valley, also called Gehenna where the refuse of the city was 

burned 
16) Western (Wailing) Wall, Wilson's Arch and Robinson's Arch as the 

remnant retaining walls encircling and entering the Temple Mount 
17) The Temple Mount and the famous Dome of the Rock where 

Abraham was to offer Isaac, the third most holy spot for the Moslem 
world 

18) Al Aksa Mosque 
19) Damascus Gate and the business trading activities of the Moslem 

Quarter 
20) The Pinnacle of the Temple, the southeast corner of the Temple 

Mount 
21) Pool of Bethsaida where Jesus healed a man who was lame for 38 

years 
22) St. Stephen's Gate, the traditional spot where Stephen was stoned to 

death 
23) Bethlehem, the town of Jesus' birth 
24) The road to Bethlehem, the ancient ridge road which Abraham and 

the patriarchs travelled 
25) The Tomb of Rachel, wife of Jacob who died giving birth to 

Benjamin 
26) The Tomb of David on Mount Zion and David's Citadel 
27) Room of the Last Supper, where Jesus instituted the first memorial 
28) Gordon's Garden Tomb and the site of the resurrection of Jesus 
29) The Great Synagogue of Jerusalem, probably the largest synagogue 

in the world 
30) The historic route from Jerusalem to Galilee where Jesus travelled 

many times 
31) The Jezreel Valley and the plains of Megiddo, significant for the past, 

as well as symbolic for the future 
32) The brook of Moreh in the Valley of Elah where David found his 

stones to slay Goliath 
33) Mount Tabor _the traditional site of the Transfiguration 
34) The Sea of Galilee and a boat ride to Capernaum 
35) The Jordan River with its tributary sources at Mount Hermon 
36) The Synagogue at Capernaum and the house of Peter 
37) The Arbel, possibly the site of the Sermon on the Mount with a 

panoramic view of the Galilee 
38) City of Tiberias with its teeming activities 
39) Nazareth and Cana, home of Jesus and the site of his first miracle 
40) Caesarea Phillipi, Banias Falls, Banias Springs and their restful 

parks at the foot of Mount Hermon 
41) Judean Hills where the activities of the patriarchs were located 
42) The Dead Sea, 1300 feet below sea level, the lowest point on earth 
43) Bedouin campsite experience - a taste of life 4,000 years ago 
44) Masada, Herod's fortress where 967 zealots ended their lives rather 

than surrender to the Romans 
45) Qumran caves where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found 
46) Jericho, the oldest known city and the ruins of the walls that fell 
47) Kibbutz Rachel - a look at kibbutz life 
48) The Knesset building and Elkan Menorah 
49) Hebrew University on Mount Scopus with its overview of the Old 

City and the amphitheater with a view eastward to Jordan, Mount 
Nebo and the Dead Sea 

50) Yad Veshem, the memorial to 6 million Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust 

51) The Shrine of the Book and the Israel Museum, which holds ancient 
manuscripts of the Scriptures 

52) Nahariya, resort city on the Mediterranean Sea  

53) Acre, site of the Roman crusader ruins 
54) Haifa, with its panoramic view and the Illegal Immigration Museum 
55) Mount Carmel and Elijah's cave where Elijah hid from Jezebel 
56) Caesarea and the ancient Roman capital of Judea 
57) The Great Pyramid of Giza, with extensive explorations of the inner 

passages and the solar boat museum 
58) The Sound and Light presentation at the Pyramids 
59) The Step Pyramid and the tombs at Sakkara 
60) Egyptian Museum and an educated enlightenment of the past 
61) Synagogue in Cairo where ancient Torah scrolls were stored 
62) Cairo's Bazaar, an experience in the culture of Egypt 
63) Dinner cruise on the Nile as the city lights of Cairo passed by 
64) Rug making and training facility for children to learn the skill at an 

early age 
65) Memphis, ancient capital of Egypt during the days of the Hebrew 

bondage 
66) City of the Dead, where people live in the burial tombs of their 

ancestors 

"A Dream Come True" for First Timers 

Most of the brethren on this pilgrimage were visiting Israel (and 
Egypt) for the first time. Many have testified to the sanctifying 
effect on their consecration. Many of the brethren viewed the trip 
as a once in a life time experience. These brethren were grateful for 
the opportunity the Lord gave to them. The knowledge and 
experience collected will enhance their understanding and their 
walk in the narrow way for many years to come. Here are some 
excerpts of personal and testimonial reactions of the participants: 

"Visiting, praying and singing at the Garden Tomb is the 
highlight of my consecrated life." 

"Good mix of speakers from various Bible Student groups who 
do not normally meet." 

"I've attended many conventions in my consecrated life, but the 
Jerusalem Convention is the crown of all conventions..." 

"Convention was unique for combining discourses, fellowship, 
visiting sites and hearing well informed outside guest speakers." 

"The spirit of unity and congeniality was outstanding among 
international brethren in a land where the Master walked." 

"I enjoyed having outside rabbis and professors come in to talk 
to us to broaden our perspectives." 

"I found hearing discourses before going to sites made them 
more meaningful and rememberable." 

"An original experience, unique - never to be forgotten." 
"Never thought I would see the sites I have studied all my 

consecrated life." 
"I appreciated visiting sites not normally opened to the public 

such as Hebrew University." 
"This experience has already helped me in my consecration." 
"Half-hour speaker format permitted more subjects and more 

speakers." 
"I was amazed how 6 buses and their logistics were coordinated 

so that you still felt in a small group." 

Returnees to Ecclesias are New Source 
of Insights and Information 

Each returning participant brings to their respective ecclesia the 
following: a book of convention discourses on Israel; maps of 
ancient and modern Israel; Biblical site descriptions with Scrip-
tural references; descriptions and statistics on modern Israel; 
explanations and clarification of Biblical terms, vocabulary, geo-
graphical names, archaeological finds, social customs and cultural 
traditions. These returnees are now a source of information and 
insight in their local ecclesias for Bible studies and group discus-
sions. Of the 60 ecclesias represented, those known are listed 
below. (Identification of the ecclesias represented in countries 
other than the US and France were not known as of this writing.) 

See Jerusalem page 19 
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From the United States: 
Bradenton, Boise, Buffalo, Chicago, Columbus, Connellsville, 

Dallas, Delaware Valley, Detroit, Detroit Metro, Fresno, Fullerton, 
Grand Rapids, Hempstead, Hampton, Hartford, Indianapolis, Jer-
sey City, Kalispel, Los Angeles, Miami Valley, Middleton, New 
York, Northwest Indiana, New Haven, New London/Groton, Omaha, 
Orlando, Paterson, Palo Alto, Portland, Portland Area, Phoenix, 
Rockland, Rochester, San Francisco, Sacramento, San Diego, San 
Luis Obispo, St. Petersburg, Seattle, Staten Island, St. Joseph, 
Washington, DC, West Newton, Westerly 

From France: 
Aix, Lamorlaye, Lausanne, Metz, Lens, Valenciennes, Bollwiller 

Garden Tomb a Sobering Experience 

Exclusive use of the Garden Tomb for Bible Students was clear 
evidence of the Lord's guiding hand. The policy of the Tomb 
administration in both Jerusalem and at their main office in 
England is the Tomb cannot be closed from the general public. It 
was closed for us. Our holding a private service with no outside 
interference was clearly a miracle. The director of the Tomb site 
presented a lecture "Why the Garden Tomb may be the authentic 
site of the Resurrection of Jesus." Two discourses were given "The 
Sting of Death" by Br. Raymond Luke (Jersey City) and "The 
Resurrection" by Br. Owen Kindig (Columbus). Our twelve mem-
ber choir sang two hymns "In the Garden" and "He is Risen." The 
quiet enclosure of the Garden, the Golgotha outline, the channel for 
the rolled stone, the natural tomb cave and other physical param-
eters convinced most brethren that this was truly the grave of Jesus. 
The central theme which permeated our minds: "He is not here; for 
he is risen." Our meditations in the garden brought to mind Jesus' 
trial, the route to his crucifixion, the cross bearing experience, the 
burial and the awe-inspiring site of his resurrection. It took over an 
hour for all 307 brethren to reverentially enter the tomb, to see, to 
reflect and to pray. The discovery and excavation by British 
General Gordon in 1882 must have been guided by the Lord himself 
to uncover this holy spot for a special sanctifying effect during this 
Harvest time. Many felt the Garden Tomb experience was the 
highlight of the entire pilgrimage. 

Three Brethren Immersed at the Jordan River 

Many events have been associated with the Jordan. Israel 
crossed it from the Sinai. David's mighty men crossed it to subdue 
their enemies. Elijah and Elisha crossed it before the mantle was 
transferred. Naaman was cleansed in it after seven dippings. John 
the Baptist carried on his ministry in it. But the most significant was 
that Jesus was baptized there. Three brethren took the special 
opportunity to be immersed in the same river as Jesus. This 
certainly is a unique privilege. It was also a privilege for the 
brethren who were able to attend this very special immersion 
service. The three brethren immersed were: 

1.Sr. Freda Mealor, Liverpool, England. Accepted the Truth in 
the 1950's after hearing a "Frank and Ernest" radio program. She 
attended Bible studies, but began to drift away and became 
isolated. She even attended a nominal church. Three years ago, Sr. 
Margaret Rigby of Rainford, England searched for her and renewed 
their fellowship. She has been enthusiastic ever since and conse-
crated her life to the Lord. Her immersion made a firm and lasting 
witness to the brethren in England, as well as the international 
brethren. 

2. Sr. Rowena Greenhalgh, Queensland, Australia. Received 
the Truth from her parents who are both Bible Students. She made 
the Truth her own about two years ago...The commitment wit-
nessed at the Jordan will be a lasting remembrance.  
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3. Br. Leartis Hicks, San Luis Obispo, California. Came in the 

Truth in 1964. Never felt the need to witness to others that which 
was in his heart until he saw the Jordan River with his international 
brethren. His fervor with the Truth continues with his family, his 
brethren and now a lifetime memory... 

Visit to Bedouin Camp 
Heightens Appreciation of 

Ancient Wanderings of the Hebrews 

The Bedouins have for centuries wandered over the deserts, hills 
and mountains of the Sinai and the Middle East. They are now 
numerically and economically in a decline. Famous Bible heroes 
of faith were Bedouins - Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Lot, Moses, Jethro 
- lived a nomadic life. The Bedouins are well known for their 
customs of hospitality, family loyalty and family honor. They still 
tend flocks of sheep, goats and move from one location to another 
living in tents. The brethren travelled to a special Bedouin village 
to encounter and experience the Bedouin life style. Our experience 
began in a large tent, sitting on pillows over rugs which covered the 
ground. Tea was served to all as a gesture of Bedouin hospitality 
along with pita bread freshly baked over a fire as we watched. An 
evening meal was eaten under a Bedouin tent in the same manner 
that Abraham or Moses would have eaten. As we did this, some 
recalled Abraham eating with angelic strangers that were invited 
into the tent...Bedouin societies are culturally different than West-
ern societies. For example, Bedouin women were not seen, as they 
are deliberately hidden from public view. Still another custom, the 
tribal chief is the government, that is, performs most of the 
functions of a government. Still another, Bedouins value their 
independence and freedom. For this reason they avoid cities and 
population centers which have governmental authorities that con-
trol and restrict. Most of the brethren found this experience will 
help them appreciate studies of the life styles of the Hebrews, 
especially while wandering through the wilderness with the Tab-
ernacle. 

Israeli Bible Students 
Attend Convention 

Three Bible Students from Israel attended the convention. Two 
were known, but another was introduced for the first time. These 
special participants were well received by this international group 
of brethren as they represented Israel. The fellowship with them 
was uplifting. Here is a brief sketch of each one: 

Stuart Livermore who immigrated to Israel in 1962 sought 
opportunities for service in Israel doing God's work during the 
Harvest period. He renewed acquaintance with many brethren he 
hadn't seen in thirty years. Many reminisced when seeing him lead 
hymn singing as he did many times in the conventions in the US. 
Attending the Jerusalem Convention was an answered prayer for 
Br. Stuart, since he prayed frequently that he would have this 
experience in his lifetime. He meets and studies with the brethren 
in Arad. 

Connie Campbell who resides in Arad attended and participated 
in the convention. The untimely death of her husband, Jack 
Campbell was a sorrowful loss. We were all pleased that his last 
contribution to the brethren internationally was the welcome 
address for the convention. Sister Connie has members of her 
immediate family living in Israel. She meets with the brethren in 
Arad. 

Herman Bezner, 93 years old was recently discovered to have 
been living for the past 37 years in northern Israel. He has been a 
Bible Student for 70 years. He received the Truth in Germany. 
Because of tracting the Gospel message, Br. Bezner's twin brother 
was jailed by the Nazis. Their refusal to give up their beliefs 
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brought much torture and persecution by the Nazis. As a result, he 
immigrated to Israel and runs a kibbutz. Whenever and wherever 
possible he witnesses to the native Israelis that visit and stay at the 
kibbutz. He was especially delighted to meet his German brethren 
at the convention in spite of some language difficulties. Br. Bezner 
addressed the convention...He described some of the witness work 
he has been doing as an Israeli Bible Student in Israel. 

Kaufman of the Hebrew University 
Reveals Mysteries of the Temple 

Retired physicist Professor Asher Kaufman, who is also a 
practicing archeologist since 1974 was invited as a guest lecturer 
to the convention. He uncovered some startling insights of the 
Temple and the history of the Teniple Mount. He did this in spite 
of the fact that no discernible artifacts of the Temple have been 
found. The Romans did a thorough cleansing job in destroying the 
Temple in 70 AD. With his uncanny ability for measurement, he 
has researched what seems to be trivia such as lines of stones, 
uneven rock masses and cistern locations to give a new perspective 
of the ancient temple. Here are some of his observations and 
conclusions: 

1. He proposes that the original temple was 100 meters (330 
feet) to the northwest of the Dome of the Rock...This means the 
Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount was not built on the site 
of the Temple, but to the south of it. Most scholars place the Temple 
where the Dome of the Rock now stands. The rough and uneven 
rock mass is not likely to have provided a level foundation for the 
Ark of the Covenant. This has important implications for the 
rebuilding of the Temple. In other words, he observed that the 
Temple can be rebuilt without disturbing the Dome of the Rock. 

2. He concludes that the Cupola of the Tablets is the exact site 
of the Holy of Holies of the Temple. He stated four reasons for this. 
First, the cupola is on a straight east-west line from the Golden 
Gate. No deviations or turns are needed in sacrificing procedures 
from the inner sanctuary to outside the walls. The burnt offerings 
and the sin offerings had straight line accessibility to the outside 
walls. This was needed with the cleansing of the priesthood 
ceremony with the red heifer ashes. Second, the name itself refers 
to the law tablets housed in the Ark of the Covenant. The Cupola 
of the Tablets is also called the Dome of the Spirits. (Numbers 
15:22) A name used by Arabs to preserve an ancient memory of the 
location and holiness of the site. Moses and Aaron address the Lord 
as the God of the spirits of all flesh. There was notable excitement 
among the brethren when they were standing in the Cupola of the 
Tablets. After all, they were standing, according to Professor 
Kaufman, on the exact stone on top of the bedrock where the Ark 
of the Covenant was resting in the Holy of Holies of the Temple. 
Third, Kaufman identifies in the Jewish Mishnah which is the best 
literary source about the Temple, the outer court was on the south 
of the Temple. There would be no room for an outer court under the 
traditional location. Finally, the unevenness of the rock, as men-
tioned earlier, would not be conducive for the resting of the Ark of 
the Covenant. 

3. The rock under the Golden Dome is the same rock on which 
Abraham was to sacrifice his son Isaac. This famous test of 
Abraham is well known throughout the world as a test of faith. 
Through history, the story got twisted. Either because of an error 
in verbal communication or a deliberate cover up by Moslem 
leadership. As it now stands the Moslem world believes that it was 
Ishmael who was to be offered up in sacrifice. Kaufman establishes 
that the rock, which the Moslems call As-Sakra or the Altar of 
Sacrifice, was south of the Temple. In the Mishnah, it was called 
the Stone of Claimants from which announcements of lost and 
found property was made. This was confirmed by the Middot which 
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describes the principle activity of the Temple environs which was 
on the southern side, on the famous sacrificial rock. 

4. The Second Temple faced directly east to the Golden Gate. 
One would expect the entrance to the Temple to be in a mid-
position of the Temple Mount since this is the gate through which 
Messiah will pass when the "Great Day" will come. The midpoint 
of the Golden Gate is 106 meters (348 feet) north of the line running 
through the center of the Dome of the Rock in an east-west 
direction. 

Professor Kaufman's conclusions are based on over 50 pieces of 
archeological finds, over four chapters of literary evidence from 
the Bible, writings of the Jewish historian Josephus, three chapters 
of the Middot, comprehensive mapping and layout of the First and 
Second Temple locations and artistic and anthropological repre-
sentations of the Temple artifacts. 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
Opens Doors to Bible Students 

The setting was the outdoor amphitheater of the University 
when Dan Ben-Natan, Associate Vice President of Hebrew Univer-
sity, cordially welcomed the Bible Students to Israel, as well as to 
the University. As the brethren listened, they were looking toward 
the east - seeing in the distance Jordan, Mount Nebo and the 
northern part of the Dead Sea. Hebrew University was started in 
1918 with its first President Chaim Weizmann and the first board 
of governors consisting of Sigmund Freud, Martin Buber and 
Albert Einstein. Today, there are 25,000 students with 1,500 Arabs 
and other minorities making it a non-denominational institution 
admitting students without distinction of race, sex, religion, creed, 
social origin, property or birth. Three goals the university intends 
to achieve: 1) To be a university of the Jewish people 2) To play a 
prominent role in the development of the Jewish state and 3) To he 
an internationally respected institution of higher learning. 

Permission to use the amphitheater was granted only by the 
Lord's overruling providence. In the past, the only programs that 
have been allowed to be presented in that spot were special events 
involving Heads of State, the doctoral graduation ceremony for the 
University and festivals celebrating the statehood of Israel. It truly 
was a miracle that the Bible Students were given permission to have 
our program in that special place. Brethren were allowed to visit 
classrooms, libraries, student activity rooms, flower gardens and 
the Height Synagogue. This synagogue is the highest point at the 
University overlooking the Old City. The evening was completed 
with a dinner for all as special guests of the University. 

Motivation of Jews to Immigrate to Israel 

A recent immigrant from Russia with emotionally charged 
remarks addressed the Bible Students in the amphitheater at 
Hebrew University. She was Dr. Marina Solodkina, who works as 
a research associate at Hebrew University. The mother of three 
children who lived in Russia cited several reasons why Jews want 
to leave Russia. 

First, Economic Survival. It's no secret Russia is struggling 
economically. Jews want to immigrate to Israel to remove them-
selves from a declining Russian economy and to better their 
economic status in Israel. It's expected that Russia's conditions 
will deteriorate even more. Those who do immigrate and get to 
Israel are very grateful, but they are concerned for those they have 
left behind. 

Second, Political Stability. Russia is politically unstable. The 
government is struggling with its existence. This may mean a 
period of government or poor or unstable government policies. 
Jews want their wandering to come to an end. Israel is a hope to give 
the wandering Jew a home. 

See Jerusalem page 22 
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Finally, anti-Semitism is increasing. There are new anti-
Semitic episodes. Russians are taken to religions. There is grave 
concern of the future. Jews want a country to control anti-Semitic 
violence. Israel controls anti-Semitism. 

Ambassador Moyshe Sasson Speaks on "Israel's 
Survival in the Face of Today's Challenges" 

Ambassador Moyshe Sasson whose career spans over 40 years 
as ambassador to Egypt, Turkey, Greece and Rome gave insights 
into the major challenges Israel faces for its survival and growth. 
His special assignments in negotiations with the Palestinians, 
Jordanians, Syrians and Egyptians also gave insights into the peace 
process now in place. These challenges are in the context of three 
activities: 

1) Israel's allowance of immigration of Jews to Israel without 
restrictions 

2) Engaging from time to time in unexpected and disruptive wars 
3) Developing needed resources in a country that is highly limited 

in resources. 

Here are some points the Ambassador made to our group of 
international Bible Students: 

1. Successful Absorption. Successful absorption into Israeli soci-
ety is by far the most difficult and challenging problem Israel 
faces today with immigrants. The media gives the impression 
that there is no aliyah or very little. This is not true. Five to six 
thousand immigrants arrive each month. This is no small 
number. There are still over one million Jews in Russia that want 
out. Unique about the recent aliyah are the professional people. 
Three years ago, Israel had 50,000 engineers. In the last 2 years 
alone, 45,000 new engineers have arrived almost doubling 
Israel's number of engineers. Israel's mission is to welcome and 
shelter every Jew who wishes to be free. When they come to 
Israel, they bring high expectations, their host country's values 
and their non-Jewish habits. They also bring their professions -
doctors, lawyers, scientists, psychiatrists, etc. to an Israeli 
market that is already saturated. Thousands of musicians come. 
Every plane that arrives has enough musicians for a symphony 
orchestra. How are all these people going to be absorbed into 
Israeli society? Will the absorption process be successful or will 
the Israeli culture change in the process? 

2. Peace for Israel. Peace for Israel is another crucial challenge 
facing Israel today. There have been 14-15 various wars in 
various places, some major ones, many minor ones. The Num-
ber One enemy for peace are the extremists in the fundamental 
religions of the Middle East. These extremists are fanatics who 
believe and are committed to destroy Israel as a God sponsored 
mission. They believe that giving their lives for this cause earns 
them a home in heaven. Even to other countries, these extrem-
ists are dangerous. Saddat was assassinated by a fanatical 
Moslem extremist. 

3. Prospects for Peace are Good! Negotiations are complicated 
but peace can happen. Why? Several reasons. First, there is no 
more cold war - the West against the East with their aligned 
countries. The danger is reduced of war triggering incidents in 
any of the aligned countries. The adversarial super powers are 
gone. Second, leaders in the Middle East on both sides have a 
visionary courage that peace is possible remote as it may seem. 
For this reason, the peace process has been accepted and 
encouraged to continue. Peace happened with Egypt after eight 
attempts. Both sides had peace as a joint target. Third, countries 
desiring peace, such as Syria and Israel are by nature tenacious. 
They are survivors. They will persist in their search for peace for 

years, if necessary. With this long range view, the probability of 
a breakthrough in the peace negotiations increases. Finally, 
support of any hostility from Europe in the Middle East is 
diminishing. Europe has increased problems with the Bosnia/ 
Serbia civil war, especially related to containing it. The Euro-
pean Economic Community (ECC) is not integrating as ex-
pected and widespread recession is increasing. These and other 
difficulties give Europe an armful of concerns. They have no 
time to take on Middle East concerns. 

The Ambassador quoted the Talmud, When God created Adam, 
He created one man rather than millions like fish. This was to 
reveal, we are all equal to our origin, but different in our own 
natures. No one can claim one is better than another. 

Rabbi Gives Jewish Perspective 
of the Coming Messiah 

Rabbi Yitzhak Reuben, native Bostonian, settled in Israel 15 
years ago. He is the district supervisor of religious education for the 
Israeli Ministry of Education. Rabbi Reuben gave interesting 
insights on the Jewish anticipation of the coming Messiah. Here are 
the points he made: 

1. He said the Messiah will be a mortal, human being appointed by 
God and armed by Him with the power and authority to purge 
the world of its evils and establish the good upon foundations so 
firm they will never be moved. He will be a descendant of David 
often referred to as "the shoot out of the stock of Jesse." He will 
be King of the Jews. He will establish a kingdom here on earth. 
The Messiah does not come for only one segment or ethnic 
group but comes for all countries and all people... 

2. He said the Messiah will have a militaristic role with power to 
succeed in any and all battles against evil. This is to suggest 
countries and people will oppose the Jewish Messiah. But the 
Messiah will be super-gifted with exceptional statesmanship to 
persuade and convince many in the Messianic Age. The Mes-
siah will introduce the Messianic Age... 

3. He said that the Messiah is a prophet of God who will bring forth 
a message. The message is the "world will not end" but "God 
cares" for everyone and wants to help the people to bring about 
their perfection. The world needs redemption...The Messiah 
intends to bring about a perfect world. He will need many to 
help. Jerusalem will be the center of the Messianic Age directed 
by the Messiah. God will be involved and the people will he 
brought to God. The resurrection will take place in the Messi-
anic Age. 

4. The Messiah must be seen in the context of one God. There is 
absolutely no room for multiple gods or a god in many parts. 
(Deut. 6:4) Not only one God, but a God who cares. He is the one 
who created us and cares about our problems, our difficulties 
and our needs. It's God that is our savior. The Bible is a guide 
or a blueprint to help us know God. God is King of all people. 
The Messiah is King of the Jews... 

5. The coming of the Messiah to bring about the Messianic Age 
requires belief in one God...Also the recognition that God is the 
savior of all people. The expectation of the Messiah has sus-
tained the Jews for over 2,000 years. This expectation will 
continue until he actually arrives. 

Rabbi Reuben also conducted a question and answer period. 
Many brethren were amazed at how often we, as Bible Students, 
agreed with Rabbi Reuben on many points of truth. 

Egypt: The Extended Tour - 48 Participated 

Egypt is significant for Bible Students in three ways: First, it 
contains the Great Pyramid of Giza which is the altar in the midst 
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of the land of Egypt - highly symbolic (Is. 19:19). Second, Egypt 
is cited in many scriptures in a symbolic role in its relationship to 
Israel and the world. Third, Egypt has been visited frequently by 
many of the patriarchs and heroes of faith in the Bible. Abraham, 
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, the Hebrew people and even Jesus as a babe 
visited and sojourned in Egypt. Therefore, many brethren wanted 
to visit the sites and collect as much of the culture as they could to 
appreciate the names, the geography and the conditions as back-
ground for scriptural understanding. 

The first day was spent at the Great Pyramid of Giza examining 
the passages,.the chambers and the special features of construction. 
The brethren had their minds refreshed to the features of the 
pyramid in a special panel session held in Israel. The members 
consisted of Brs. Art Jezuit (Chicago), David Rice (San Diego), 
Russell Shallieu (Rockland) and Samuel Stalder (Mannheim, 
Germany). Questions and answers helped prepare the brethren for 
their Egyptian experience. The Sound and Light presentation, one 
evening gave a dramatic summarization of the history and cultural 
influences of the pyramids and the mysteries that surround them. 

The 48 brethren also spent much time in the Cairo Museum 
which had on display relics and archeological finds dating back 
nearly 4,000 years. Other spots visited included: the ancient Cairo 
bazaar, the Coptic Museum and the Jewish Synagogue (one of the 
oldest synagogues in the world-repository of one of the oldest 
Torah scrolls in existence), dinner cruise on the life giving waters 
of the Nile River, the ancient capital at Memphis, the Step Pyramid 
and the tombs of Sakkara. 

Report by Br. Paul Mali: Edited Version 

Photographs and Other - L to R 

First page: Convention bus, map of Israel, ancient fortress, 
Western Wall, Menorah; Second page: Br. Owen Kindig, Garden 
Tomb, Golgotha; at River Jordan: Sr. Freda Mealor, Br. Russell 
Shallieu, immerser, Br. Leartis Hicks, Sr. Rowena Greenhalgh; 
model of Temple - Herod's day, amphitheater at Hebrew 
University; Back panel: Pyramid with casing stones in place. 
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 
... that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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