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The Military Tribunal Passes Judgment
FODOR LAZAR is
sentenced to 20 years hard
labor and 10 years loss of
all civil rights, and
confiscation of all assets
for the scriptural activity of
the Bible Students, in the
year 1959 by the People's
Regime of Romania.
THE official charges against Br.
Fodor Lazar are given in the
document which follows.

Greetings in the Lord!
We have known since discovering our
Romanian brethren that many have suffered
for their faith by imprisonment. But until
the brethren there felt some assurance that
their newfound liberties were "real", they
were reluctant, understandably, to divulge
the particulars of their punishment.
Since their visit to Romania last August,
Br. Ric and Sr. Ruth Cunningham have been
pursuing the task of obtaining firsthand
accounts from a few brethren who had been
imprisoned. Through their good efforts we
now have the stories of two brethren, but
space may not permit, at this time, more
than the story of Br. Lazar Fodor, one of four
brethren arrested and imprisoned from the
village of Surduc. Their endurance of extreme deprivation, cruelty and suffering
speaks eloquently of their faith and the
power of God, through faith, to sustain his
saints in any condition he permits.
This brutal story moves our hearts to a
comparison of our own lives, in a land of
plenty and freedom, and the thought comes,
Would I be able to endure such conditions?
The answer must be "Yes" if our faith is
sufficiently strong, because "He is faithful
that promised!" Nevertheless, time alone
will tell. "Are ye able to drink the cup that
I shall drink of?" our Master asks.

Br. Fodor Lazar at 38
April 17, 1959, the Military Tribune of
Timisoara set in public session for the
judgment on:

1. FODOR LAZAR - born Feb. 29, 1920,
in the community of Surduc, the department
and region of Oradea, the son of Paul and
Barbara, farmer, married, with 4 children,
military service satisfied, 1943 at the military station of Vinatoria, scholastic preparation: 5 primary classes, and 2 middle
school classes. Parents are farmers and own
9.5 hectors property, first offense in the
community of Surduc, nr. 158, the department and region of Oradea, arrested at
present, accused for the crime of plotting
against the social order. (p.p. of art. 209,
pct. 1, C.P.)
In fact, the illegal "Millennial" group is
a faction of another illegal group called "the
Jehovah's Witnesses," which came into
existence in 1948. The members of this
illegal group, under the mask of mysticism
and religion, spread a counterrevolutionary
activity against the established order in
R.P.R. holding illegal gatherings in the
homes of some members, with which opportunity they anticipated the disappearance of the Democratic Popular regime and

the establishment of the "period of the
Millennium."
1. FODOR LAZAR, held the position of
a preacher as part of the illegal "Millennial"
group in the village of Surduc, dept. Oradea.
From the year 1948, when, together with his
accomplice Florut Vesa Nicolae, organized
this group in the village of Surduc. As
preacher he organized meetings at his home,
or at the homes of different members of the
group, at which occasions he held discourses
of an obviously counterrevolutionary character, urging his members not to integrate
themselves in any public or political organization and to take a passive attitude and
one of waiting in connection with the measures taken in view of the socialist changes
of the farmers. Also he preached that not
one member of this group should bear arms,
in case they would be called into the army.
The organ of the state, having the knowledge of the illegal activity of this defendant,
Nov. 27, 1957, called him to the People's
conference of the commune Copacel, dept.
Oradea, showing him that the activity of the
illegal group in which he takes part is forbidden and to cease this activity, at which
the named defendant categorically declared
that he would remain active and further,
giving a written declaration in which he
showed that he would continue more intense activity as part of this illegal group of
"Millennialists."
And after this date, the defendant continued his activity, participating at certain
meetings which were held at the homes of
the accomplices, John Petrita, Fodor Pavel,
and Florut Vesa Nicolae, with which occasions were held discourses with a counterrevolutionary character.
Also, this defendant had ties with other
members of this illegal group, found in
other regions of the country, participating at
still more illegal meetings which took place
in the communities of Manastur, Manastireni
and Bica, in the region of Cluj, where were
held discourses with a counterrevolutionary character, and propagating the idea of
the actual disappearance of the regime and
the establishment of the period so called
"The Millenium."
The Tribune, in the name of the people,
determined:
See Tribunal page 2
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Br. Fodor Lazar Tells His Story
I am Br. Fodor Lazar, born in the year 1920,
Feb. 29, in the community of Surduc,
district of Bihor, Post Office Oradea 2,
Romania. I was condemned for the faith to
20 years of hard labor and 10 years loss of
all civil rights, and confiscation of all assets,
in the year 1959, April 17. I was pardoned
in 1964, the month of June. At the time of
my arrest I was 38 years of age. In the
meantime, when I was arrested, my father,
who also was a faithful brother, was
condemned to 12 years confinement in
prison (with confinement of movement,
possibly in chains, but not quite as bad as
hard labor) and confiscation of all assets.
I had four minor children. They confiscated our animals and land but as for the
house, my wife and mother needed it. They
had to make a request to the good will of the
state to get permission to live in a part of it,
one room for rent! In my house they put a
Health clinic but in my father's house they
put a school. The authorities came and
raised the animals. My mother fell down in
the yard and died and my wife, Sr. Anuta,
became ill with tuberculosis. Because of
her lungs she was admitted to the Hospital
in Oradea. The four little children remained
at home with the help from the Lord, patience and endurance. The people of the
Lord do not complain their fate. He has a
good fate as after the storm the Lord sends
good weather. Blessed be the good Lord for
all that he has given us. Amen.
I came to this faith in the year 1940, that
is, the true faith which represents God as he
is; Justice, Love, Wisdom and Power. Without the harmony of these any teaching is in
error.
The extent of the persecutions in communist Romania the painful, heavy phases
of the oppression, called the Memorial of all
the pain through which our brethren of the
Bible Students passed from the People's
Republic of Romania, district of Bihor,
Oradea, Surduc and surroundings.
Tribunal From page 1

With a unanimous vote, making application of art. 209, pct. 1 C.P., the condemnation of the defendant:
FODOR LAZAR, to 20 years hard labor
and 10 years loss of civil rights, for the
crime of plotting against the social order.
On the basis of art. 25, pct. 6 al. II C.P.
it is ordered the confiscation of all personal
belongings of the defendant.
In agreement with an 304, al. I C.J.M.
each defendant is obliged tolpay for the use
of the state 500 lei for the expenses of the
trial.
In agreement with art. 463 C.J.M. the

Seized in the Night

In the night of Dec. 13, 1958, many
armed men came in my house, they beat on
the door hard and shouted loudly to open the
door. I was in bed with my wife and with my
4 little children. I got up and opened the
door, they yelled loudly, " do you have here
any strangers?" I said no. "Do you have any
weapons?" I don't have arms. They asked
if I had books. I said, "yes, I have books,
with Bible characters."
They told me I was under arrest, to turn
with my face against the wall, and put my
hands behind my back. Then the children
were frightened and they began to cry and to
scream. I and my wife did not cry, but it was
not easy to suppress.
The house was surrounded by the security and militia, then they began to search
the whole house and the farm. They found
nothing for accusation, except for the Bible
and Studies in the Scriptures in which is the
good news of the Great Golden Epoch, of
God's love toward mankind.
They took all our books and other things
associated with the Holy Scriptures. Then
they told me to dress well, that I was going
with them and they didn't know when I'd
return. At the same time there were other
security police at my father's house, Pavel
Fodor, elderly, at 58 years of age, a faithful
brother, and they arrested him and left my
mother at home crying. My mother had a
bad heart disease and I was her only son.
They also arrested Br. Vese Nicolae and
Br. John Petrita, therefore 4 brothers from
our village of Surduc, and 9 from other
parts, 13 in all which I will mention by name
in another paragraph.
Our village of S urduc was in great alarm,
the dogs in the entire village were barking,
by this time day had arrived in the village.
My father, before he left, asked to read the
Manna of Dec. 13, the day of our arrest.
Luke 21:12-19; Matt. 10:16-20.
detention is commuted wholly precedent
for all defendants from the date of Dec. 15,
1958.
Given and read in public session, April
17, 1959.
From the Archives of the Minister of
National Defense. From the second document, all identical except for the following
paragraph:
FODOR PAVEL, wealthy landowner,
was the mayor of the village Surduc, in the
bourgeois-landlord regime, in the year 1948
integrated himself in the illegal group of the
"Millennialists," being cooperated with by
the co-conspirator Irina Goldea. He put his

Therefore, our departure from the village was at about 9 o'clock. We waited for
a van like a whale with an open mouth to
swallow us. We were four brothers from
Surduc in front of the cultural center. We
climbed into the van and then went toward
Oradea, toward the Hotel "Faradelegi" (sarcastically called the "Hotel of Lawlessness" where people under arrest were beaten
and often killed) where had been massacred
the sons of the men and among them also the
sons of God.
But the mothers, wives, and children
remained at home with broken hearts and
eyes filled with tears.
The Torture Begins

The van was full, there were four of us,
and a platoon of over 20 armed men with
automatic rifles. On the road they ordered
us to sing and we obeyed. We sang the song
"Great are you God, and great is your power."
When we were near Oradea they blindfolded us so we would no longer know
where we were. In this way we arrived in the
security cell.
The other 3 brothers were taken from the
van but I, Fodor Lazar, remained the only
one. When it was my turn to get out I could
not see. They shouted loudly for me to get
out but I told them I couldn't see. He began
to swear, I stepped toward them, stepping
into air, (not realizing whtre the step out
was) 4 security police seized me and brought
me in the reception hall and threw me on the
floor with a great force to frighten me and
ordered me to undress quickly, which I
could only do with great difficulty, then I
was naked.
Then I was in the hands of the executioner. He gave me a blow to the neck, the
head, and the eyes, not with his hand but
with some thick rubber so that he threw me
in the air a few meters. I fell down faint. I
See Fodor page 8

dwelling at the disposal of this illegal group,
with a view to the illegal meetings at which
he also regularly participated. As part of
these meetings the defendant, Fodor Pavel,
also confirmed the ideas stipulated by the
preachers in regard to the change and
disappearace of the Democratic regime of
our country. This defendant adopted a
passive position toward the measures taken
by the local organs of the power of the state,
for the socialist transformation of agriculture. He housed in repeatedly different
members of the illegal group,
"Millennialists."
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Entered Into Rest
"Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou has redeemed me, 0 Lord God of truth." Psa. 31:5

■

Br. Eugene Michalyca of Melfort, Sask. finished his
consecrated walk on Feb. 22 of acute leukemia at age 57. His
departure occurred under stressful circumstances beginning with a
long, hurried ride from Melfort to Portland, OR for treatment; then
an emergency run to
Vancouver General
Hospital (BC) where he
died. He had been ailing
about two years. Six
brothers and sisters
were privileged to serve
his and the family's
needs in this traumatic
experience. Their
support was "the help in
time of need" promised
by the Lord.
Br. Eugene loved the
Lord and was known
among the brethren to
be "strong in the faith"
and support of Present
Truth. He leaves his wife
Sr. Ann, three daughters:
Sherry, Candie and
Lorie; and his mother
Br. Eugene Michalyca
Sr. Dora.
The attendance of 400 at his funeral attested to Br. Eugene's
respected reputation, and included a large group of business men
who experienced his honest dealings with them in the building
trades. Br. Edward Lorenz gave the funeral discourse, and Br.
Barry Kuly officiated at the graveside service.
■ Sr. Bernice Holbrook (nee Forshaw) of Vancouver, BC
Ecclesia had been to Emergency for chest pain and was sent home
by the doctor after a routine check-up. She lay down to rest and
never awakened this side the veil, on Jan. 10 at the age of 80 years.
Her mother, a sister and herself were acquainted with the Truth
from 1914.
Sr. Bernice leaves four sons, two daughters, fourteen grandchildren, ten great-grandchildren, a sister - Sr. Norma Payne with
whom she lived (104 - 4389 Grange Street, Burnaby, BC V5H 1P4
Canada) Br. Charles Chambers delivered her last witness.
■ Sr. Mary Olszanski, age 99, entered into rest on Feb. 23, a
member of tke Chicago Polish Bible Students over 40 years. She
came to America from Poland after World War II, a widow with six
children, and was introduced to the Truth by a neighbor - a Truth
sister. Sr. Mary consecrated shortly after and attended meetings
until about eight years ago when the infirmities of age kept her
housebound. She had suffered many hardships both in Europe and
in America.
None of her family accepted the Truth having been raised
Catholic by their mother, so were unwilling to accept what they
called "her new religion." Sr. Mary lived with a Catholic daughter
and son-in-law who took care of her until her death. They honored
her request for a Truth funeral. She was a great-great-greatgrandmother, and all her children survive her.
It was her wish to have them hear what she believed as they
rejected her attempts in life to tell them of God's Plan, but -listened

attentively when Br. Edmund Jezuit outlined it in his service.
Afterward the daughter and son-in-law expressed warm appreciation of the message and said the family was blessed by what they
heard. The undertaker also thanked Br. Edmund for the beautiful
service.
■ Sr. Sandra Prosken of Roselle, Illinois had been afflicted with
cancer for a few years, and on Dec. 26, at 49 years of age the Lord
said, "It is Enough!" She leaves her beloved husband Br. Ron (111
W. Granville, Roselle, IL 60172) who faithfully attended,
comforted and encouraged her throughout the years of her painful
experience.
Those who knew and loved Sr. Sandra have many precious
memories of her faith in God's providential overrulings in her life,
especially in her attitude and complete submission to His will in her
affliction. Consecrated to the Lord for 30 years, she was a member
of the Dupage County Bible Church. Br. Joe Funari, an elder of the
church, officiated at her funeral service.
■Sr. Helen Carlson of Phoenix, Arizona finished her consecrated
walk of 55 years on Feb. 3, after surgery and seven weeks in the
hospital suffering complications. Her husband Br. Floyd (3701 N.
35th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85018) is comforted in her loss by the
witness of her faithful life and heavenly hope.
Born Helen Balcerzak in 1912, her parents Br. John and Sr.
Mary, had emigrated from Poland, settled in Grand Rapids, Mich.
where they found the Truth through the ministry of Br. R. H.
Olesczynski who nurtured their faith and guided them many years.
In 1916 they were immersed and brought up their daughters under
a firm but loving discipline. Attending meetings from her earliest
years, Helen learned the Truth "by hearing" until she made it her
own and symbolized her consecration in 1938 in Detroit.
She married Br.
Floyd in
1934 and he
was immersed into
Christ in
1942. Of
their life together he
said: "It was
a life dedicated to the
Lord. Sr.
Helen had a
very strong
faith and
trust in the
Lord. She
Sr. Helen Carlson
was afflicted with a painful deterioration of the knee joints, yet she never
complained." He continued, "Breaking fleshly ties is painful, but
we don' t mourn the death of loved ones, for our redemption draweth
nigh!"
Besides her husband, Sr. Helen leaves two daughters, a son,
seven grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren; and a brother. Br.
Kent Humphreys conducted her funeral service attended by 50-60
brethren.
See

Deaths next page
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■ Sr. Ann Pennington was a longtime member of Jersey City (NJ)
Ecclesia and recently of Indianapolis, IN where she died Feb. 12.
A centenarian, she was
one of three children
born to AfricanAmerican parents second generation out of
slavery. Many of her
older mentors and
relatives
were
- emancipated slaves.
The tragedy of being
orphaned at thirteen
resulted in Ann and her
sisters' exposure to a
more
favorable
for
atmosphere
learning. A sister was
brought up by the
Tuskegee educator,
Booker T. Washington,
and Ann and her sister
by their grandmother one of the first graduates
Sr. Ann Pennington
of Meharry Medical
College in Nashville, TN. An uncle became the first black
linotypist in Nashville.
She was married in 1920, moved to Jersey City, NJ and bought

their first home where she continued to live after her husband's
death in 1974. In April 1992 she moved to Indianapois to live with
her sister Georgia.
Many years ago Sr. Ann met Sr. Safora in her health food store,
and received a knowledge of the Truth from her. Some years later,
she was immersed by the late Br. Anton Fry. Her brethren in Jersey
City remarked on her lovely character and simple faith, and all have
missed her presence keenly.
It was reported that Sr. Ann befriended the children in her
neighborhood - the latchkey group especially - and they mourned
her loss when she left Jersey City. Thus the Lord's grace in her has
left a beautiful testimony for many.
Br. John and Sr. Karen Baker of the Hope (IN) Ecclesia visited
her in Indianapolis and were acquainted with the family. Invited
to have a part in the funeral service, Br. John told how he came to
know Sr. Ann and that he appreciated her example and the family's
in caring for her. He said her hope was to be with Jesus, but also
she had a hope for the whole world, that the earth was to become
like the Garden of Eden, and in that day all would be brothers. There
was a general nodding of heads in agreement among the mixed
group of 40-50 who heard the brief message.
■ Sr. Ann Schwartz finished her course on Feb. 20, two days
before her hundredth birthday. Consecrating in 1955, she attended
the Cincinnati Ecclesia for about ten years, then moved to Florida
where her husband died. She then settled in Columbus, Ohio and
attended thereafter the Berean Bible Students Ecclesia until her
death. She is survived by 2 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren,
nieces and nephews. Br. Robert Mottie officiated at her memorial
service.
❑

Afflicted and Isolated Brethren
■ Br. Emil Binda (13412 Hunt Master Lane, Lemont, IL 62439)
is saddened by the death of his wife Martha on February 12, after
a lengthy illness spanning some 30 years. She was sympathetic to
the Truth, which is another facet of his loss. Br Emil is staying with
his daughter Joan (an only child) until strong enough to return to his
home in Arkansas.
Br. Edmund Jezuit gave a comforting message of hope at the
funeral service to family and friends who gave good attention.
Some of those expressing appreciation of the message had heard it
for the first time.
■ Sr. Berna McNee (6569 Argyle Street, Vancouver, BC V5P
3K5 Canada) "...I read a little of the Israel report to Wilf but he is
getting weaker and my voice puts him to sleep. His faith is still
strong, and if ever there is a saint who will appreciate his new divine
body, it will be dear Wilf.
"We thank all the brethren who have borne us up on wings of

prayer and continue to do so. It means so much to us and we love
you for it. May God bless you in your faithful endeavors to
accomplish His will. Love from Br. Wilf too."
■ Sr. Helen Marks, Denver (CO) Ecclesia. Br. Joe Marks finished
his course Feb. 20, 1992, but it was not announced in the Newsletter
until the Fall issue. Sr. Helen writes:
"My Dear Brethren: Loving greetings to all in the name of our
Lord Christ Jesus! I wish to thank each and everyone for your loving
thoughts, cards, and prayers during this past year, and during the
Christmas season. I have been unable to answer each dear one with
a personal card or letter, so wish to thank you now for your gentle
and loving thoughts during this time.
"May this coming year bring many blessings to all as you
continue on your Christian walk with our heavenly Father and His
dear Son Christ Jesus. You'll be in my thoughts and prayers, and
I love you all! With warmest Christian love..." ❑

A New Brother is Welcomed
"For by one spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free;...
For the body is not one member, but many." 1 Cor. 12:13,14

Br. Ernie Cole was baptized into Christ on January 17, at Hope,
Indiana, and is a member of the ecclesia there. Br. Mark Chastain,
an elder of the Hope Ecclesia gave the baptismal discourse.

A former Jehovah's Witness, Br Cole saw an ad for the Divine
Plan of the Ages in the Franklin (IN) Press, about two years ago.
More recently he began attending the meetings.
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"Israel Mission" Momentum
The momentum spurt by the Israel Mission (reported in the last Newsletter supplement) continues in both the United States
and abroad. Brethren who traveled on the
"Mission" are still reliving theirmany blessings of that trip. The zeal and faith of some
has been so stimulated that they have said
"they will never be the same." The response
of many brethren to the supplement has
been "what can we do?" For example, we
are having two synagogue showings in connection with the Fort Worth, TX Convention March 11-14.
Jews who saw Israel: Appointment With
Destiny in Israel are asking synagogues in
the U.S. to consider showing it. On Sunday
February 28 there was a showing in a Philadelphia synagogue as a result of a person
who saw it in Jerusalem. The enthusiasm of
the 130 present marked it as one of our best
showings. Two persons who attended have
arranged for future showings in their respective synagogues. A businessman from
New Jersey who also attended the Jerusalem showing was so impressed that he wants
to help find additional vehicles to facilitate
more showings in the U.S. He has also been
valuable in enabling us to purchase new AV
equipment at greatly reduced prices.
Europe and Russia

The "Israel Mission" has inspired some
brethren in Germany to work on a German
version of our video for the Jewish community there. Additionally, some brethren in
Romania are working on a Romanian version. The first shipment of Russian language videos to the Jewish communities in
the former Soviet Republics should be on its
way by the time you read this article.

came to Israel to study. The head of this
yeshiva was delighted with Allan's program. The students want English videos to
send to their parents who are not happy with
their being in Israel and their newfound
orthodoxy.
The response from the Knesset has been
positive thus far. The following is a letter
we received from one of the members of the
Knesset who spoke to our group at our
Knesset reception. He is the founder and
head of the largest Zionist yeshiva in Israel.
"I cannot tell you how delighted I was to
have the opportunity to speak briefly to you
and the Bible Students during your recent
visit to the Knesset. The warmth and genuine friendship I felt overwhelmed me. Later,
when I had the opportunity to view 'Appointment with Destiny' (as I know several
of my colleagues have now done, also), my
sentiments were thoroughly reinforced. I
look forward to your next visit, when I
would be honored to arrange a large public
screening of this work for my entire student
body, in assembly, with your participation."

appeared on the Op-ed page of the Jerusalem Post revealed the favorable inroads
Bible Students have made in Israel. The
adversary and his cohorts could not permit
this without opposition. Two letters appeared in the "Letters to the Editor" column
from fundamentalist ministers. They tried
to wipe us out by the accusation that Pastor
Russell and Bible Students are Jehovah's
Witnesses. Young Israel in Jerusalem began to receive phone calls of concern.
We made this a matter of grave prayer
concern not only that the influence of this
false accusation be countered but, also,
Lord willing, that this episode be overruled
to publicly clarify that Brother Russell and
the Bible Students were not and are not
Jehovah' s Witnesses. Remember, the International edition of the Jerusalem Post is
well read and quoted in the United States.
The following response was sent to the
editor. It appeared in the Jerusalem Post
(both the Israel and International editions)
under the heading, Pastor Charles Taze
Russell:
"The claim of Pastor William Ebling
Rabbi Joseph Bagad
(Dec. 11, 1992) that I am a Jehovah's WitMember of the Knesset
ness is not true. (Also, Schlatter, Dec. 14) I
would expect Pastor Ebling, as a Baptist, to
Satan Active Again
be disconcerted by my article. Jehovah's
In our "Israel Mission" report, mention Witnesses also disagree with it. Unfortuwas made of our article that appeared on the nately, like many Christian groups, both
Op-ed page of the JerusalemPost (both the Baptists and Jehovah's Witnesses believe

Video Requests in Israel

At the Jerusalem showing, where 1200
saw Israel: Appointment With Destiny, no
mention was made of a video copy being
made available to the public. Yet the office
of Young Israel in Jerusalem keeps receiving calls from people asking if there is any
way of getting a copy of the presentation. So
far, over 100 requests have been received
for videos as a result of the Jerusalem
showing. Of course, there have been many
other requests for videos as a result of other
"Mission" activities.
Tour Operator Plus

Allan Friedman, our tour operator, was
so impressed with the Bible Students that he
wanted to put on showings of Israel: Appointment With Destiny after we left Israel.
He had a showing at Yeshivat Darche Noam/
David Shapell College. The students are
Jews who recently became orthodox and

Settlement in Judean Hills

Israel and International editions). We won't
repeat the details of the Lord's overruling
and blessing of this article, despite the
change of the title and some of the text by
the editor. Br. Russell was quoted in our
article. The fact that a Bible Student article

every Jew must accept Jesus before he dies
or else he is lost eternally. And this unfortunate theology was the point of my article,
(Nov. 6, 1992).
"Pastor Russell was not the founder of
See Israel page 13
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Our Brethren Speak
"A word spoken in due season, how good it is!" Prov. 15:23

Testimonies in Jerusalem, November 1992
Space did not permit the inclusion of these testimonies in the
Supplement, but we are happy to include them here. Ed.
"Everybody Knows They're Here"
Br. Lauren Stewart, Columbus (OH) Bible Students.
"The experience at the museum of the Holocaust was difficult for
me in that we have had experiences in our Class that have dealt
directly with it, and this brought back many of the things that were
told us while working with the Jewish people in the Columbus area.
And I came to realize, it is very possible, that we too, might be called
upon to share in like experiences as we join with our Jewish friends
- we too may find a great amount of hatred coming to us. But after
we left and went to the Mall, the Lord added blessings upon
blessings. And that was special.
"When we got off the bus, the guide who met us came up to me
and asked if we were the Bible Students. S o I had a little opportunity
to talk to him. He said: 'You know, you're becoming very popular
in Israel' (speaking of the group). I said: 'How's that?' He said,
`I met a friend here while waiting for you and he asked what I was
doing here. I said, 'I'm meeting a group of Bible Students" and
went on to explain to his friend a little about us. He interrupted him
with 'You're talking about the Ken Rawson group.' The guide
asked, 'How do you know that?' and he said, 'Everybody knows
they're here!'
"Now I think that is a little bit of an exaggeration on his part, but
it was a blessing to this man. I said to him, 'It appears as though
we made a little mark here in Israel," and he replied, 'Much more
than a little mark..." Evidently, we have been a blessing also and
that is an additional blessing to us."
"Today the Lord Opened my Mouth!"
Br. James Watkins, Miami Valley Bible Students.
"...We were at the Holocaust Memorial, and Ken had said he only
needed about thirty people to hand out tapes. Everyone had
volunteered to go into town, but I said 'I think I'll go back to the
hotel. I don't want to go to the mall and just stand around for an hour
and a half while the other friends are passing out tapes.' But they
persuaded me me to go with them. While everyone was passing out
tapes, I was not doing anything, and the thought came to me, Why
don't I let my light shine? I had a copy of the ad (the Premiere
showing) in my pocket, so I unfolded it and stood there with it in
front of me. Pretty soon one person came up, and then another, and
one asked me who we were. I started telling them why we were here
and I just overflowed. And things were coming out of me that I did' t
know were in me - I had sort of a crowd gathering around me...
Today, the Lord seems to have opened my mouth and my heart and
gave me a chance to comfort his people. And I appreciate the
opportunity!"
Put Blessings in Cistern for Dry Spell
Br. Larry McClellan, Columbus (IN) Ecclesia.
"We are all here at this moment in time - 76 of us - here in this city
of Jerusalem that has so much significance to us. We are soaking
up these blessings...as part of the Elijah class, doing a work and
having a wonderful privilege of sharing with what Br. Ken and
others have worked so hard to make possible for us to share.
"But think of what we have learned and apply it to the present
- I think of the 40,000 gallon cisterns of Masada. And I think about
the height of blessings we are at now. But I think also about what
happens, perhaps, if when we go home, maybe in a year later on,

the association of what we are doing here comes to a test. And
because of our commitment to the Lord, to Israel and to our beliefs,
we, like the people of Masada, may have to make a stand for the
Lord and righteousness against confederacy, or whatever it may be.
"Jesus said, 'Are ye able to drink of the cup my Father has
poured?' The question for all of us is, Can we drink of that cup? So
brethren, soak it all up, put it in that big 40,000 gallon cistern.
Because there is a time coming when the legions of the Adversary's
forces, I believe, will make an assault and we will have to go
through tests like the Holocaust - our own brethren shared with
them in that! We won't be represented for what we are, but for
something we are not. Like our Master, Is this servant better than
the Master? Be prepared. Fill it up as much as you can. And the
Lord has given us this beautiful privilege and favor now for the
season to come..."

Glad to Witness!"
Br. John Olchowy, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
"I was in Israel in 1986 - we saw many sights - but this time we saw
more and especially I was glad that in some places we have a special
explainer, like in Shiloh. He explained it was the first place the
Tabernacle was. So the journey this time made a bigger impression
on me. I was very glad today that we had a chance to witness. First,
I talked to a Jewish lady. We explained that we believe that Israel
will play an important part in world affairs. She said, 'I' m very glad
that some people think that way and help us. We need help.'
"And then, I had a chance to talk to three Russian immigrants.
There are many here. I talked to young people. Some of them don't
have a job so the situation for them is not the best. They asked me
why we do it, and soon. I said we are Christian but we believe Israel
will be important...One said that he belonged to a Christian
organization and they helped him...He was glad they did because
it is not easy for them to live here very comfortably. But he is still
glad that he left Soviet Union because of the uncertainty and to
some extent, the anti-Semitism...It is beneficial for me to see again
the great land...prophecy was made here - and which we believe
will play, especially Jerusalem, an important part (in future)."
"We Have a Vested Interest in this Country"
Br. David Hrechuk, Winnipeg, Manitoba.
"Today we, Brs. Len and Laddie and I, were explaining to a
gentleman, the promises from the Old Testament, reinforcing our
position to them. The look on his face - a young fellow about 25
years - was like he wanted to look around, just shout it out to
everybody, that we were just the greatest friends he had found! It
was that look on his face that was so special. He perceived and we
explained that we didn't have an ulterior motive in what we were
saying. It was coming from the heart - all we wanted back was for
them to grasp onto the promises of God and go with that, and draw
closer to God.
"We had a number of opportunities to speak to different people
at length. I'm thankful for that as it is some way of returning what
we have been given, that our eyes have been opened to see Israel
in God's Plan of the Ages. What a favored people we are to see the
Chronology , to see the Double, to see the Times of the Gentiles,
to see all these things, and the importance of the Tabernacle,
especially to us. To see all these things, I feel very special that the
Lord has opened my eyes, has blessed me with the understanding
of these things. As we go from place to place, the discourses have
brought these out very beautifully to our minds.
See Brethren page 12
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Serving Our Brethren
"To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased." Hebrews 13:16

Anyone having a copy of the book, or
knowledge of its whereabouts is asked
"Church Union and The Antichrist," is a In The Watch Tower, Nov. 1, 1910 to contact Mrs. Peter (Margaret)
booklet of 21 pages, originally printed issue, a page of books and Bibles were Ferlejewski, 1801 N E 201st Avenue,
with the title: "The Ecumenical advertised. Included was a children's B4, Troutdale, OR 97960.
Movement in God's Plan" - now the book with a most appealing description
subtitle - is reprinted and in good which is given under the title:
Ideas for Pope's Visit Invited
The Pope will be in Denver the end of
supply, cost ten cents each.
Bible Talks in Simple Language
August to initiate a campaign for a
The brethren at Waterbury had in
renewed world order through an
mind the 100th anniversary of the World
Parliament of Religions coming up in "This is the best book of its kind we have international youth conference.
The Colorado Bible Students hope to
August of 1993. The new title was used ever seen. It presents the Bible stories in
by the Oakland County (MI) Ecclesia simple, but not childish language, and take advantage of the heightened awarewhen the Pope visited Detroit in 1986. seems remarkably free from the bad ness/attention to religious matters and
To order, contact: Mrs. Anthony theology so common in this class of "proposed solutions for the world's probTsimonis, do Associated Bible Students, books. All Christian parents should lems."
Several ecciesias have shared mateP 0 Box 1494, Waterbury, CT 06721- have a Sunday Bible lesson with their
children, and this book furnishes rial and experience with them and they
1494.
interesting topics, to which may be would like to hear from others with
added as much concordant 'Present ideas/materials appropriate for witness
Truth'
as the age of the children will activities during the youth convention.
Secretaries: Changes
justify. Parents are responsible for their
Write or call Colorado Bible Stuchildren's
training
in
theology
as
well
as
dents
c/o Jim Moss, 13005 W 15th Drive,
Bible Students Congregation
in
morals.
This
will
assist
you
in
the
Golden,
CO 80401, (303) 238-4916.
of New Brunswick
discharge
of
this
duty,
and
thus
be
a
Mrs. Robert Gray, Sec' y
blessing to yourself as well as to your A Correction
81 Braeton Way
An Address changed by Postal
children.
Freehold, NJ 07718
"624 pages, 250 illustrations; cloth Service
(908) 431-5221
sides, leather back and corners, gilt edges. Mr & Mrs George Duhaime
A subscription book at $3. Our special 263 Randall Road (not 163 as listed)
Bible Students Newsletter
Mrs. Alvin Raffel, Sec' y-Treas.
price, 75 cents, plus 25 cents postage." Lebanon, CT 06249-2628
4013 Royal Oak Drive
Dayton, OH 45429
(513) 294-4260
Waterbury Booklet Reprinted 1910 Children's Book Sought

Chicago Bible Students

Tom Ruggirello, Sec' y
720 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
Roselle, IL 60172
(708) 351-5606
Friends of Bible Students Worldwide

Edward H. Chell, Sec' y
2600 Arroyo Ave. Apt. 101
Dallas, TX 75219
North Saskatchewan Bible Students

Connie Melnyk, Sec' y
Box 152
Domremy, Sask.
SOK 160 Canada
Salem Bible Students

Judy Garrison, Sec' y
4626 Wiltsey SE
Salem, OR 97301

Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' Convention, 1993
Theme: "Ask for the Old Paths," Jer. 6:16 KJV "Thus saith the Lord,
Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls..."

A New Site
The convention will be August 4-8 in Lexington, Kentucky at the
Continental Inn. Housing, meetings and dining all to be under one roof.
Rooms are to be assigned on 2nd and 3rd floors clustered around the pool.
The rate is $38 plus motel tax, per night for one or up to four adults; children
on floor at no extra charge.
Lunch ($4.50) and dinner ($8) are included in the package; Children, ten
and under, one-half price. Breakfast can be obtained at the hotel coffee
shop, or at one nearby.
Programs and reservation information to be mailed shortly. Anyone
desiring a program who has not received it by April first may contact the
Convention Secretary: Tom Machacek, 2481 W. 63rd Court, Merrillville,
IN 46410. Phone: (219) 980-2213.
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Fodor From page 2

couldn't see what he wanted me to sign, so
he took the inquiry and signed it with my
hand. The trouble was that when he beat me
he broke my teeth, without which I could
not eat, but could only struggle.
Already the torture began. He put me in
the cell. The cell was completely of concrete, 2 beds, made of concrete, each bed for
one man, you were allowed to sit on it, but
you were not allowed to relax yourself
leaning against anything, even on your elbow, nor to sleep during the day. Therefore,
from 5 a.m. until 10 p.m., you could only sit
straight on the cement "bed", 17 hours of
torment. 1 Peter. 4:12-19.
The food was 100 grams of bread a day,
and some cornmeal mush. In the morning
a small can of black coffee (dirty water!), at
noon a tin of cabbage broth, in the evening,
a tin of bean or potato broth.
Therefore the food of starvation, without
the right to speak, without the right to write
a letter, no packages. The cold entered the
body and the bones. Therefore, there were
3 factors for extermination - the cold, hunger, and exhaustion.
I did not see the sun from Dec. 13, 1958,
until April 17, 1959.
They began the investigation which they
did only at night when the guard would enter
in the cell. You had to rise on your feet, and
to turn with your face to the wall, and put
your hands behind your back. He came
behind you and gave you blinders, made of
metal, to put them on your eyes, through
which you could see nothing and you were
lead to the interrogation room. I arrived in
a room, but it was not the interrogation
room, and there was an officer. He said to
me, "You know that God has abandoned
you and He has given you into the hand of
the devil. I am the devil, so don't laugh.
You can laugh if you ever escape from
here."
The guard took me back to my cell, took
my blinders and left. When he left I threw
myself down on the concrete floor and
began to shout, "I' m dying, I'm dying." The
guard took me to the doctor. The medic
asked me what the problem was. I said I
couldn't stand up. The doctor said I should
stay in bed for 3 days. I stayed in bed about
1 hour and the guard of the day shift came
and asked what was the matter with me. I
told him I had been excused because of
illness. Then the guard left and returned and
said the chief interrogator did not approve
my illness and he had authority over the
doctor. So I had to get up and the turmoil
continued.
I was brought in front of the interrogator
who was an lieutenant Major. He asked me
how I came to this faith and through whom.
I responded to him that I had an accident at

the age of 20, and I told him about the
accident, so that my nervous system was
weakened and I could not soothe my nerves
except for reading books and then I chose
the Bible and Studies in the Scriptures as a
comfort for this spiritual grief.
Then the interrogator told me that there
was found during a search in my house a
Bible and Studies in the Scriptures, and a
notebook where I had noted that I read the
Bible and the Studies in the Scriptures every
year.
Witnesses to Civil Powers

"From this you have proven that you've
read them. Now, to night we have 3 hours
for you to tell me about the past, present and
future, if you've read them, from 1940 until

L to R: Br. Fodor Lazar, Br. Vese Nicolae,
Br. Fodor Pavel
1958, 18 years of study."

I started to tell him and to say all that God
determined to carry out for the good of the
human race, beginning from the creation,
the fall of man, the promises to natural
Israel, the shadows of the law, the call and
selection of the little flock, the ransom
price, the Lord's 2nd presence, the reestablishment of Israel, the restitution of the
human race in the Millennial age, which has
already begun.
I asked him what evil I had spoken. He
told me I hadn't spoken anything evil. Then
he told me further, "if all these things will
come to pass give me your word of honor
(putting his hand on his chest), that I (the
officer) will be among the subjects of those
greater times about which you spoke." I
asked him, "will I be condemned?" He

said, "you will be condemned because you
are not approved by the communist party."
I asked him if personally he will do anything
bad to me to add to my difficulties. He told
me that he would not add anything bad to
me, himself, but he was just doing his duty.
When the discussion was over the chief
Major of the investigation entered the room.
He said, "how is it with Lazar." The interrogator said, "he enlightened me about everything, I'm only lacking baptism."
"Lazar says that he has a headache." The
Major came over to me and hit my head with
my notebook, and said that the wonder is
that I haven't cracked my head, noting in
my notebook that in the past 18 years I' d
read 95,000 pages. "My professors have not
read so much," he said.
The process of the judgment approached.
In the morning of the 17th day of April,
1959, after 4 months of days and nights full
of grief, hunger, cold and exhaustion, we
were taken with the van to the Tribunal for
judgment by the Military Tribunal in
Timisoara which came Oradea.
In front stood 13 faithful brethren, which
have already been mentioned, who were,
and remained, faithful to the faith once
delivered to the saints.
The public, gathered in the judgment
hall, were very many; the families of all,
brethren from all parts, relatives, armed
guards, lawyers, as are the rules among men
in the courts.
The 12 brethren and one sister were
brought in the middle of this great multitude, in front of which were the Tribunal
formed from the Superior Officer with a
president and a public prosecutor which
was the basic prosecutor of the brethren.
The prosecutor put this question to Br.
Fodor Lazar, "what do you understand by
the present Evil World and the Golden
Epoch of the future?" Lazar responded,
"Mister President and honored court, being
that I am assigned to respond in front of you,
in front of the court, for the faith in a
Supreme and Intelligent Creator; this earth
was not created in vain but to be inhabited,
and that it will soon become a paradise; and
that of course I had gatherings with the
character of the Bible. We teach that we
didn't come by our own power on this earth
but we were created by a God, all powerful,
Just, Loving and Wise, after his image, and
similitude. That man was created perfect,
mentally, morally and physically, with free
will, therefore a lord of the earth."
"Since I was asked of the prosecutor
about the present evil world, this text was
written in the Bible by the Apostle Paul,
now almost 2000 years ago. I do not refer
to the leader of the labor class of workers of
the Romanian People's Republic, but the
Holy Scriptures speak about the fall of man

in sin and through sin, death. And death
passed over all, for that all have sinned.
Such is the word about the Ransom of the
human race through the sacrifice of Christ,
therefore sin which predominated in the
human race through inheritance will be
removed through Christ.
"Therefore, the evil world of today (Gal.
1:4) based on pride and lawlessness, doesn't
mean that there is nothing good in the
masses of (people). The systems of men,
oppressive and exploitive, will be replaced
and in their place good and peace will be
established purely.
"The value of Divine love through Christ
will be made available to every man condemned through Adam and pardoned
through Christ for the entire human race.
"Then will be in force the New Covenant
of which all the ransomed will have a part
and all will need to learn, in a single mind,
the laws of Divine righteousness, power,
love and wisdom. It will be spread throughout the world that the sin of the father is
pardoned by Christ.
"They will abolish all the borders.
"They will learn a single language.
"They will abolish all armaments.
"The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the bottom of the sea is
covered by its waters.
"Then the will of God will be done on
earth as in heaven.
"But the wilful opposers, after they will
be enlightened, will be destroyed from the
midst of the people. Acts 3:20, 23.
"It's true that we met to learn good and
useful things for our own use and for the use
of all, pertaining to the establishment of the
Kingdom of God over the entire world."
Sentence Begins

After April 17, 1959, I was brought in the
cell at the penitentiary of Oradea, 8 people
to a cell, with four beds, 2 people per bed.
The detention was counted as "severe
confinement" without the right of speaking
with your family, without receiving packages, without letters, but our companions

were hunger, cold and exhaustion. Romans
8:28-39. These all were given to the faithful
by the powers of this world, 10 or 20 years
hard labor and confinement.
In the month of September, 1959, part of
the brethren were taken to Dobrogea on the
banks of the Danube for hard labor, but the
rest were transferred to Gherla in December, 1959.
In Gherla I was taken with chains on my
feet, seriously ill in the stomach, lungs, and
with rheumatism.
Br. Listes Stefan died at Gherla with
stomach trouble and rheumatism.
Br. Lazau Teodor, with a liver illness,
died at Gherla.
Br. Cabau loan was sick.
Br. Fodor Pavel was also sick. When
they wanted to search the cell, every 3 or 4
days, they put everyone outside, completely
naked, in the winter, at night, and held them
there guarded until they caught a bad cold.
I, Fodor Lazar, from Gherla, was brought
to Aiud to the penitentiary with a very
severe cold.
The strictness in the cell was the same,
you didn't have the right to lean over or even
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to lean on your elbow, only to sit all day,
straight. The food was the same. Cold,
hunger and exhaustion.
In Aiud I was so exhausted that when I sat
down I could not rise again, unless I could
pull myself up by grabbing onto something.
Inside the penitentiary was a hospital,
and I had an operation on my stomach and
was admitted for pulmonary tuberculosis. I
didn't have one tooth left in my mouth, not
even in the back. In this way I passed 4 years
in that cell with its difficulties.
At the end of the year 1962 I went to the
swamp at the Danube, worse than all else.
We sat at work, 5 prisoners holding onto
each other. Through mud up to our knees,
we had to dig with a wheelbarrow, exhausting work, and to unload the ships, loaded
with heavy cargo.
The days passed to months, and then to
years, and God put in our hand, through his
pity, a pardon, and we were on the way
home to all who escaped with their lives.
We thank the heavenly Father through
His Son for all that He has given us. Psalm
30. Amen. ❑

The Sentence of Condemnation of the brethren of the Bible Students read to the
public of the People's Republic of Romania:
1. Fodor Lazar
2. Cabau loan
3. Moneneu An.
4. Listes Stefan
5. Petrita Joan
6. Fodor Pavel
7. Codrean Teodor
8. Codrean Dumitru
9. Vese Nicolae
10. Lazau Teodor
11. Moghis Dumitru
12. Farcane Irmie
13. Goldea Irina

20 yrs. hard labor
16 yrs. "
16 yrs. "
15 yrs. prison*
15 yrs. "
12 yrs.
12 yrs.
12 yrs.
10 yrs.
10 yrs.
10 yrs.
10 yrs.
12 yrs.

10 yrs. loss of civil rights
8 yrs. " " "
"
8 yrs.
7 yrs.
7 yrs.
6 yrs.
6 yrs.
6 yrs.
5 yrs.
5 yrs.
5 yrs.
5 yrs.
6 yrs.
11

11

11

It

11

11

170 yrs. total and the confiscation of all their assets.
*Actually prison having the thought of "severe confinement"

Entered into Rest
The news of this beloved Sister's death came in
as we went to press, so could not be listed with
other deaths. Ed.

■ Sr. Vera Leverett, consecrated for 73 years,
went to her reward March 8 at age 93, in Media,
PA where she spent the last decade at
Manchester House. A thoroughly developed
character, she was always gentle, but firm in her
stand for Present Truth.
At the home she was never seen to be out of
character, but always patient and helpful to
others there through many trying experiences.

Sr. Vera was 16 when her mother accepted
Present Truth, and together they were close
associates of the late Br. Robert and Sr. Rose
Hirsh in the original Philadelphia Class that
stood with the Hirshes in their severe trial with
the Watchtower Society after Br. Russell's death.
In Sr. Hirsh's declining years Sr. Vera became her "right hand" in writing and other
personal matters. They were mutually benefitted
by their close spiritual fellowship.
In more recent years, Sr. Vera attended the
Wilmington (DE) Ecclesia until no longer able,
and one of its elders Br. Tim Armstrong, was
asked to give her last witness to the Truth she
loved, and lived, and died for.
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Prisoner's Wife Perseveres in the Lord
Sr. Fodor Anuta is the wife of Br. Fodor
Lazar. Here she relates some of what she
endured by his imprisonment. Her faith in
the Lord's love and care, through it all,
parallels that of her husband's noble
Christian example.

Now, in this present time of great liberty we
will give you the details of the tests and
difficulties which were applied to us during
the totalitarian regime. We don't wish for
you to praise us, but we wish you to praise
the will of God, as the Apostle Paul says.
Reminding myself of those days I
cried,not from anger but with joy as also
says a paragraph from Volume 5 "looking
back we praise the way." I felt that His hand
was with me in every place and many times
miracles happened in natural ways, and he
allowed me to escape when I needed it. I felt
his warm love, as it is written: I' d never
leave you and by no means would I forsake
you. Look now at the entire story that
happened to me.
In the year 1958, Dec. 13, at 5 a.m. we
were searched, books were confiscated,
which we had bought together. The securities were amazed that they did not alarm us
and we didn't cry. In the evening of Dec. 12
we had a meeting and even spoke about
Nehemiah and Ezra, how they built with
weapons in hand, and it seemed a shame to
weep a few hours later.
April 17, 1959, my husband was condemned and our property was confiscated.
2 cows were taken and carried away. On the
2nd day I went to the hospital, both lungs
being ill.
There, I learned that a female security
officer was in the bed next to mine. She
didn't know that I knew. She was informed
after 3 weeks from the women in the room,
then, seeing my daughters, ages 12 and 9,
coming to me 25 km. on foot, asking me
how to work the land, and that we are not
sustained by capitalists as they were informed. So that, after 3 weeks, late in the
evening, when all the other women in the
room were asleep, she told me: "You have
my trust and I'll tell you who I am. I am one
of the security police put over you. For three
weeks I sleep with a revolver in my belt,"
and even then she took it out of her belt and

put it in her purse. "Tomorrow I leave for
Bucharest and I will write a good report
about you. When your husband was arrested
I was on route from Oradea to Surduc. I was
placed with 250 security police." (It's a
miracle. Well did a brother say: "You see
sister how powerful we are! That they fear
us.") Truly our God is great, therefore I
rejoice. After a few months I returned
home, and the doctor introduced air to my
lungs, and so I worked without even thinking about my illness, taking tablets every
day.
I met with the chief of the militia and he
told me: "I never forgot your daughters. I
had an order every month to check on your
place nightly. But I always knew who you
were and so only once did I make it my duty
to check on your place so I would have
something to write in my report. So I went
with a guard at night to your place. At all the
houses, the lamps were out, but at yours they
were lit. It was 1 a.m.. I was really surprised
that they worked, cleaned potatoes, and
kept house. ' Well, I said, at this hour you
are still working?' But the older one answered, 'tomorrow we go to hoe and I
cannot work at home since mother is at the
hospital, father is in prison, and the 9-yearold girl goes to school.'" The conclusion:
therefore, if we suffered they also suffered.
The smallest one was 6 years-old and my
mother brought her to her house. The older
son was 14 and he stayed with his grandparents, my in-laws. My father-in-law was
arrested and then my mother-in law, immediately after their condemnation, died of a
heart attack, and the 14-year-old son stayed
there to take care of things since that also
now was my responsibility.
The brethren from Cluj were very few
and under the totalitarian regime were poor.
A brother from Sighet was sent to me at the
hospital and brought us something. Br.
Miklos came with encouragement and
brought the report of Pilate, and the retrial
of the Lord, which produced in us a joy. One
old and limping brother came to inform
himself about us but was driven away by the
police from the village. But in all things the
hand of the Lord was with me. The 3rd Vol.
I copied by hand and the Watch Tower, 12

towers. We had no money, except when we
worked at the sewing machine. During the
day we work in the field, at night we sewed
on the machine. My girls were thankful for
what I could buy them. I rejoice when I read
about "the only solution" which quiets me,
through all my variety of difficulties, as a
paragraph from the Watch Tower says, "0
pity those who have never fought under the
flag of the cross." Vol. 5. How can you feel
how sweet is the Lord? The Lord helps the
one who trusts in Him
In all this time of 6 years, without a
husband, I had this experience of what it
means to be without a husband, therefore I
cannot overlook a widow or an orphan, as
says the verse—Do unto others what you
wish him to do to you. Know, beloved, that
at this time I had the "Gethsemane" experiences. To be left under a difficult trial and
to cry out. "Father, why have you forsaken
me?" or "let this cup pass from me!" But
"not my will but thine." Yes the fire was
kindled but was not permitted to burn the
precious character of the faithful. But, in
exchange, I received rest from the Father.
"My grace is sufficient for you, my strength
is perfected in weakness." In the end came
the day when the Lord said, "get out" and
my husband returned without a single tooth
in his mouth, but glad that he could witness
in prison for the Lord of life where many
listened to him.
Now we are old. My husband is 73 and
I am 69, but happy. The regime gives a
pension to my husband because he was
imprisoned. He has trouble with his heart,
and I with rheumatism, I cannot raise my
hands, my lungs were cured and we are
happy under the protection of our dear
heavenly Father.
The God of Peace and Mercy and His son
our Lord help you to work continually at this
precious fellowship. As it says in Vol. 3,
chap 9, that the members on this side of the
veil work together with the members on the
other side of the veil in arranging the events
and when a member passes over there, his
works follow him, then the work continues,
only weariness ceases, but the work continues. How great are these services! ! The
Lord help us. 1:11

In the Next Issue
Br. John Petrita of Romania

A letter from Br. John about his experience in prison has been
received and will be published in the summer issue.
He has given us also, a brief but interesting history of how the
Truth came to Romania: through Br. Sabau who brought his faith
from America with Br. Russell's blessing.

When, in Romania, he predicted war would begin in 1914 he
caught the attention of the civil authorities and was arrested. But
when the war began that year, he was released.
"As cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far
country." Prov. 25:25
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Divine Plan Foundation - Annual Report
This annual report for the Divine Plan
Foundation covers the calendar year 1992.

Japanese people such as was given to them
in 1912 by Brother Russell. The Lord blessed
that Harvest activity and through the years
$67,548.54 the Foundation has been blessed in widenBeginning Balance
ing its witness work by assisting various
3,641.13 ecclesias in their witness activities as funds
Donations & Interest
are available. Ecclesias have been assisted
1,533.00
Donations
in radio and television witnessing, audio2,108.13
Interest
visual presentations such as "For This
37,158.50 Cause,"and "The Great Pyramid, Ancient
Disbursements
Wonder, Modern Mystery." Today, the
$34,031.17 brethren in Columbus, Ohio have nearly
Ending Balance
twelve thousand slides of the Great pyraThe Foundation continues to be active in mid, as well as a booklet and video on the
the Lords service. The purpose of the subject. The Foundation has assisted in the
Divine Plan Foundation is to preach the cost of printing a number of booklets such
Gospel of Christ's Kingdom and associated as I Will Come Again, and What on Earth is
teachings from the Holy Scriptures as the a Kingdom.
The Harvest work overseas continues to
Lord directs and by whatever legal means
available. The Foundation is established as be one focal point for much of the
anon-profit organization. The Foundation's Foundation's funding. Many brethren have
resources are wholly and exclusively de- been involved in the work in Romania. The
voted to this purpose. It is not the purpose funding for placing word processing and
of the Foundation to assume an ecclesiasti- copying equipment in Romania, as well as
cal role among Bible students, or to act as a providing a place to work and meet, has
channel of new truths or doctrines. The come from many individuals in addition to
Foundation provides funds for Truth activi- the Foundation. These items allow the brethties, but the activities are conducted by ren in Romania to publish and spread the
Harvest Message. One recent project, sponothers.
In the year 1970, the Foundation was sored by an ecclesia in Michigan, reproformed to initiate a Truth witness to the duced the Photodrama of Creation in the

Hungarian language. Again the Foundation had a small part in funding that project,
but the work was done by others.
For several years the Foundation has
shared financially in preparations to give a
message of comfort and encouragement to
the Jewish people in Israel. 1992 was the
year it all came together and Oh what a
message of comfort it was and how beautifully it was received. Over seventy brethren, at their own expense, had the privilege
of sharing that work with the New Brunswick
brethren. We believe the impact of that trip
will be felt worldwide.
The Foundation has also shared in financially assisting with the publication of the
Volumes in Russian, Polish, and English.
The Divine Plan Foundation seeks to
hold high the banner of Truth and to pursue
Harvest witness efforts as the Lord may
direct. The brethren of the Foundation will
be pleased to learn how they may financially assist classes or brethren in promoting the Gospel of the Kingdom. Please
address your inquiry to any one of the three
current officers, Br. Allon MacAlister, Br.
Lauren Stewart, or Br. Edward Lorenz.
Contributions to the Foundation are tax
deductible as provided by the Internal Revenue Code. ❑

Bible Students Aid Foundation
Trustees Annual Report

As customary, we are happy to publish for
the Trustees their annual report for 1992
which follows. Ed.
During 1992, the fifth full year of operation
of the Foundation, the Trustees were busy
responding to as many special financial
needs of the brethren as the resources and
circumstances would permit. Our heavenly
Father is indeed a giver; and the Trustees
deem it a special privilege to be able to
make the necessary arrangements to give
the Lord's resources to those with special
financial needs.
We continued to receive third party requests from the brethren - that is, requests
for aid made by a brother or sister on behalf

of another brother or sister in need. It is
encouraging to see that "every joint
supplieth" - that we are looking out for one
another' s welfare - spiritual and temporal.
Indeed we are our brother's keeper; and we
encourage all to continue remaining alert
for opportunities to help.
We would be remiss if we did not express
our thanks to every brother and sister everywhere that provided prayer support for the
Foundation's operation. Only by the wisdom from above can the Trustees rightly
decide how to allocate limited resources
amongst so many legitimate cases of need.
Also, we acknowledge with gratitude all
the temporal contributions made by the
brethren. We were especially touched by a
very loving non-monetary contribution

made anonymously. Every gift manifests a
good heart and mutual desire to serve the
houshold of faith.
We ask for a continuing interest in your
prayers in the year ahead, that we all might
be partners in fighting the good fight of faith
and assisting one another, through Christ, to
victory. Matthew 10:8
Financial Report
Jan. 1

-

Dec, 31, 1992

Total Grants
to brethren in need

$19,390.94

Cash contributions
from brethren

6,227.16

Alaska Has Three Bible Students - Are There More?

Sr. Loretta E. Parvin writes from Alaska that she, Bob and Gertie
Clarke are the only known Bible Students of "Charles Taze
Russell's Divine Plan of the Ages there." She requests that the
Newsletter list their names so they may be contacted if others are
known to be there.
Of the Israel work she says: "Pat Allison of Lathrop Wells,

Nevada sent me copies of the articles by Kenneth Rawson, 'Jews
Must Remain Jews to be Saved,' and 'Premiere Showing in
Jerusalem' of Israel: Appointment with Destiny. Astounding
information and very hopeful news. Bless you for your part in the
Lord's work." Address: P 0 Box 241414, Anchorage, AK 99524111414.
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"We think, for example, how special and holy a place the
Temple was. Yet the scripture is brought out to us that Ye are the
living temple of God' - it makes me think! We think about
Jerusalem, the golden city, the holy city, the city of righteousness,
we think about the New Jerusalem that if faithful, we will be a part
of. So we have a vested interest in this country, and it causes us in
every turn of the road almost, to think higher, to think of spiritual
things. It is a beautiful concept to talk about the things that are our
life. I pray we can have the enthusiasm that we do, in the
furtherance of his plans as we see the natural seed being developed
and, at the same time, see the spiritual seed being developed for a
very unselfish outcome - the blessing of all the families of the
earth!"

True Christianity Vindicated
Br. Ric Cunningham, Oakland County (MI) Bible Students.
"...I feel like the Father has opened up this bag full of gems and said,
`Take two hands full.' I don't think I can even appreciate it all as
yet, but hope to in time to come, to learn all the lessons. One of the
brethren has said that this is a land of contrasts. We went to Yad
Vashem and our hearts were heavy, We didn't know how that
burden could be lifted until we went to the marketplace. We had
fun because we were sharing a hope to the people who had been so
burdened, and we were able to vindicate true Christianity over what
nominal Christianity has done. We ran out of videos but we know
there are more to come...
"We were at the Wall (this evening) and a gentleman was
passing out literature. We walked after him and had a nice chance
to witness a little. He said, 'Oh yeah, I talked with your people
earlier today,' and I thought, This is great!
"Before we left on the trip we got the updated itinerary. We
looked at all the things that had been lined up and the contacts, and
I couldn' t help telling a number of the friends, `It's of the Lord!' Br.
Ken Rawson is a retired pressman, he's not a government official,
he's not Harvard educated, but we can be to him as Aquilla and
Priscilla were behind the Apostle Paul in serving the Lord. Praise
God we have this opportunity opened up to us. If we can learn the
lessons of how we drew together here as brethren, then we can joy
together in serving our God. I believe that this is one of the special
events written in our Father's book of remembrances that will be
with us, if we are faithful, for all eternity."
Witnesses to Man on Trail
Br. George Wilmott, Fort Worth Bible Students, Texas.
"As I look out over your faces, you're tired, you're weary, some of
you are sick. If we get sick in the Lord's service, that is suffering
with Christ. If we have an illness of Adam, that is not counted as
suffering with Christ unless it is in the service of the Lord.
"We appreciated the opportunity of coming to Israel as a group
to comfort the natural descendants of Abraham. I never realized
until I got here there would be so many, many opportunities of
personally talking to such wonderful people, giving them hope...
"One day this week after lunch, I had walked down the trail a bit
and was overlooking the city. A brother in Christ I believe, not one
of you, but one that I had never met from the State of Oregon came
up the trail and we started a conversation - `Isn't it beautiful!' Then
we started discussing the Truth. He was with a group of twenty
people. We were each looking for our group to make sure that we
weren't left, but while we were talking, we were in agreement on
the many subjects discussed. He believes in the Ranson, the two
phases of the Kingdom, he hopes to be of the 144,000, he doesn't
believe in the trinity, nor in eternal torment... He freely gave his
name and address and we told him we would send him the Divine
Plan of the Ages. So not only have we had opportunity to give the

message of comfort to the natural descendants of Abraham, but also
the privilege, by the Lord's grace of doing a little harvesting while
here in Israel."

American Jews Defensive - Not Home!
Sr. Suzanne Jambor, Oakland County Bible Students.
"...One thing it (being here) cleared up in my mind - I have heard
that the Israelis were completely different than the American
Jewish people - is why the American Jews don't want to be
comforted by us. I think I understand now nore where they are
coming from. I've seen the warmth and openness of the Israeli
people I've talked to. I think the American Jews are so defensive
because they are 'not home.' This is home. The Jews are in Israel,
they are in battle, but they are at home. They belong here, they are
free to be Jewish. I think that deep down inside, Diaspora Jews
don' t feel that way, and I think now, having gone to Israel, and being
behind this video all over Israel - and that is getting well known in
Israel - when I approach American Jews I will be able to do it with
greater understanding of where they are coming from.
"How do you break through to this people? Now I think I'llhave
a little bit more authority and can say, 'I've been to Israel. I've
talked with Jewish Israelis,' and to be able to say, 'You should make
aliyah. You should go home.' Before I've felt, they'll think, Who
do you think you are? you're just a Gentile. But now I feel I'll be
able to witness to them in a much greater capacity."
"Jews Will be Persecuted in America"
Sr. Janet Elbert, New Brunswick Congregation, New Jersey.
"The highlight for us, so far, was going onto the West Bank and

seeing the settlements, the communities there. Those who are
living there, we feel, have done as the Pastor suggested, that have
the faith to go up and take the land. We are very touched by this
and by the love they have for the land, and how they are willing to
defend it, and to give their life for it because this is their home.
"Today we were impressed when we had the opportunity to
travel in the van with Allan Friedman, the tour operator we've been
working with here. Coming back from Yad Vashem, he said that
history repeats itself, and the reason he brought his family here was
because, he says, whether its ten years from now or a hundred years
from now, the Jewish people will be persecuted in America, and he
felt this was the only place that his family could live in safety..."
Taxi Driver Thrilled by "Singing" Fare
Br. August Tornquist, Staten Island, New York.
"How many Christian groups have been asked to have a service at
Yad Vashem?...Back home I think of one Jewish doctor's wife I've
told, 'Keep a little bag packed.' And she says, 'Someday I'll go to
Israel.' And I say, 'Don' t wait as long as they waited in Germany.'
She said, 'You know, my daughter lives in Israel and she tells me
the same thing.'
"My last experience this evening, I hopped into a taxi - I was
down at the Wall at the citadel for a few hours this afternoon - and
pulled out the Jerusalem Post and was showing the driver the ads.
I handed him 'The Time to Favor Zion' booklet and he started
reading it. I said, 'Maybe you better read that after (you aren't
driving).' I'll sing you a song." So I sang him the Third Temple
theme song, 'Blessed be God, blessed be God of Israel, In his temple
he shall dwell. No more tears, Jerusalem when Jacob dwells safe
in him, Praise the Lord for Israel, and his love so pure for his temple,
The Third Temple shall endure and for all eternity all nations
blessed shall be...Shalom, Israel.' I told him about the program and
he said, 'I'm going to try to get there,' and he was thrilled. As he
left he blew his horn and waved.
"It is a wonderful opportunity here to let our light shine and we
See Brethren page 13

Israel Mission

From page 5

Jehovah's Witnesses. Pastor Russell
founded the B ible Students in 1872. In 1879
the Watch Tower publishing house was
formed. The following events that occurred
after Pastor Russell's death in 1916 are
confirmed in both Jewish and evangelical
Christian publications. Joseph Rutherford
seized control of the Watch Tower. He
dismissed the majority of the Board of
Directors, began a revisionist change in
doctrine and established dictatorial authority. Within a year, one-fourth of the Bible
Students left Rutherford and remained true
to the teachings of the late Pastor Russell.
(Herzl Year Book, Vol. 5)
"Aggressive promotions by Rutherford
resulted in a large increase in new members
but generated opposition from Pastor
Russell's Bible Students. Between 1925
and 1931 Rutherford embarked on a campaign to purge Russell's followers. By 1931
over three-fourths of those formerly associated with the Bible Student movement in
Pastor Russell's day remained faithful to his
teachings by completely separating from
Rutherford. The lineage of the Bible Student congregations of today traces back
through these separatist Bible Students to
Pastor Russell their founder. (Thirty Years
A Watch Tower Slave, Baker House, an
evangelical publisher)
"In 1931 Jehovah's Witnesses was
founded. Its founder, Joseph Rutherford,
presented a startling resolution entitled 'A
New Name' which was adopted July 26,
1931 at their international convention. It
first observed that neither aussellites' nor
`Bible Students' were any longer appropriate names (over 75% of Pastor Russell's
Bible Students had separated). Henceforth,
they would be known as `Jehovah's Witnesses.' (Jehovah's Witnesses Year Book,
1975) He claimed they replace the Jewish

people as such. To Pastor Russell and Bible
Students of today, the Jewish people have a
unique destiny separate and distinct from
the Christian Church. To Jehovah's Witnesses, the Jewish people are lost eternally
unless they become Christian Jehovah's
Witnesses. The eternal destiny of the Jewish people as the people of God was central
to Pastor Russell's theology. Jehovah's
Witnesses was a completely new movement with a completely new theology. Pastor Ru ssell was not the founder of Jehovah's
Witnesses. Rutherford was their founder.
"Shortly after their founding in 1931,
Jehovah's Witnesses developed a 'narrow
salvation' theology similar to evangelical
Christians. Both teach you must accept
Jesus now or be eternally lost. This placed
both evangelical Christians and Jehovah's
Witnesses poles apart from Pastor Russell's
`broad salvation' theology." (Because the
article was lengthy the editor omitted this
last paragraph.) By the Lord's overruling,
the article was effective. Our Israeli contacts were reassured.
Expose' to Christian World Begins

The February 15, 1993 issue of the Christian News reprinted the article from the
Jerusalem Post. The Christian News is
published, by a minister of the Lutheran
Church, independent of the Lutheran
Church. It devotes 24 to 32 pages a week to
news items from the Christian world. Naturally some of it reflects the Lutheran bias
towards Israel. My phone rang two days
later. There was an excited voice calling
from Cincinnati, Ohio. A man had just seen
our Post article which had been republished
in the Christian News. He thought the news
that Pastor Russell was not a Jehovah's
Witness was the biggest news to hit the
Christian world for a long time. He was not
favorable to either Pastor Russell or

Brethren From page 12

can just imagine with these experiences how we are going to let
others see Jesus in us when we get back home."

Decision to Come, Difficult
Sr. Connie Monette, Oakland County Bible Students.
"I almost didn't come on this trip...having difficulty leaving my
children, and I'm responsible for my mother too. I just didn't know
if I should take this trip. It got down to the time when we had to put
down our deposit, and Dan said he was going: 'You have the
checkbook, tomorrow write out the check for either me or both of
us. It's your decision.' I did a lot of praying all summer long in
making this decision. I knew that if I didn't come I'd regret it my
whole life. I can't express the blessings that have been poured
out...I'm simply speechless. I love my brethren back home but now
I have an extended family..."
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Jehovah's Witnesses but he was excited
about this information. The article had
clarified many things for him. We talked
for 45 minutes. I dealt with him gingerly,
knowing that he might intend to publish an
article or a book.
We ask for your prayers that, if the Lord
wills:
1. This episode will help to publicly
clarify the distinction between Bible Students and Jehovah's Witnesses
2. That the Lord will counter the
Jehovah's Witness accusation from harming the work in Israel
David Horowitz also had a letter published in the Israel and International Edition
of the Post on Pastor Russell and the Bible
Students. His letter proved very helpful in
Israel. Many brethren wrote to the Post.
Also an evangelical minister wrote the Post
showing the correct background of the Bible
Students. How many, if any, of these letters
will be published time will tell.
Other Recent Showings in U.S.

In Baltimore, MD, a group of 210 saw
Israel: Appointment With Destiny at a Conservative synagogue; at Perth Amboy, NJ
150 persons attended a showing; and at
Long Island, NY, a "first" showing to an
Orthodox Yeshiva (Hebrew school).
Future Showings In Israel

There are three options open for showings in Israel:
1.To settlements and towns on the West
Bank
2. To yeshivas
3. To Young Israel Synagogues
We are still waiting on the Lord for
direction concerning these options. We request that you continue to be prayer partners
with us in this phase of the Lord's service.
By Br. Kenneth Rawson

Letter of Testimony

AIDS Patients Receive Hope
Br. Edward Chell, Dallas, Texas.
"Friends of Bible Students Worldwide [his ecclesia] comfort a lot
of people with AIDS, and their families with a hope so different than
the churches hold out. We visit with AIDS patients and tell them
the Truth, and get some replies from the families. We tell them that
all illness comes from the fall of Adam and Eve, and show them Isa.
33:24 - (the promise that then mankind) will never complain of
being ill.
"We mail a lot of 'Hope' booklets with a card stating the purpose
of Friends of Bible Students Worldwide is to give comfort to the
world of mankind. All honor goes to the heavenly Father and His
Son Christ Jesus... Col. 1:3; 1 Cor. 13:13"
(Br. Chell is a medical therapist with access to AIDS patients].

The chairman, Br. Allen Springer, quoted Prov. 10:22 in closing.
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Bible Students Newsletter - Annual Report
Twenty years ago, December 1972, the first
issue of the Bible Students Newsletter was
mailed to a list of little more than 300. It was
a typewritten six-page letter announcing
that the Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton
was undertaking to issue a newsletter on a
regular basis. The letter was patterned after
the pilot letter issued in Feb. 1972 by a
Newsletter Committee of Elders that had
been appointed by the Elders meeting at
Fort Collins Convention, Colorado in 1970.
This committee determined the policy for a
newsletter based on a questionnaire
circulated to 300-350 brethren. It was
envisioned to be a subscription-free letter
and to be produced by volunteers, and direct
costs to be covered by contributions.
Twenty years later the Newsletter is
printed commercially and its funds, all contributed, have maintained, in the last five
years, an average annual balance of $12,000.
The Newsletter is mailed to every continent
in the world and its list of readers has
increased slowly but steadily. The 16 page
publication runs to 20 frequently (two 20page issues in 1992).

The Bible Students Newsletter is now
sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible Students composed of the former Dayton and
Piqua, Ohio ecclesias. Its elders are the
Editorial Committee of the Newsletter.
We gratefully acknowledge the cooperation, encouragement and support of our
brethren that have brought the Newsletter
from its small beginning to its present state.
Above all, we acknowledge our gracious
Lord's guidance and overruling which has
kept the project alive and prospering. "Praise
God from whom all blessings flow!"
The high note for many the past year was
the exhilirating experience in Israel from
Oct. 29-Nov. 10. The warm reception of the
supplement, "An Historic Mission to Israel" expressed in words of love and joy has
redounded to the glory of the Lord for whom
we all labor. The Israel report was not
mailed until Jan. 7, but the period of its
production belongs to the year we are reviewing, though its costs are not reflected
here. It gives us pleasure to report, however, that the 32 page supplement has been
underwritten by a special gift received in

January, but not included in our report.
Again we acknowledge your prayers,
encouragement and support which have
upheld our hands mightily. May we all
prosper spiritually in the year ahead is our
prayer!
Financial Report
Funds at Jan. 1992

$13,497

Income

Contributions
Interest
Dividends
Total Income

$3,852
111
551
4,514
18,011

Total Funds
Expenses

Postage
Graphics
L.D. Calls
Supplies/Ser.
Total Expenses

2,313
3,799
252
109
6,473

Total Funds Dec. 31, 1992

11,538

*

Portions of joyful letters about the Israel
supplement are given here as a fitting
conclusion to our 1992 report.

open up their eyes of understanding to see
their Messiah deliver them from their enemies. May the Lord bless you, give strength
and courage in these trying times..." CA

in the Bible Student world. And it is so well
written and factual." NE

Traveled Mentally in Israel

news of the Israel trip - that was special. We
are living in a time of change - good times
and bad times. It is great to see the Lord's
work going on - it is indeed a privilege.." IA

Enjoys Newsletter thoroughly

"I thoroughly enjoy the Bible Students
Newsletter and even recognize names
occasionally. I saw Sr. Beti's picture
(Romania) several times in last issue. She
visited here at my home while she was in
America.
"The booklet 'An Historic Mission to
Israel' was most interesting! Thank you for
sending it. My every good wish and prayer
that your work be successful." WI
Historic Mission Brought Tears
"I just read 'An Historic Mission to Israel'...

Tears of excitement and joy followed me
through the pages. What a blessed
experience for those on the trip. And all
those attending the (showing) mission.
Would it be possible to obtain about a dozen
of these? There are several Jews I'd like to
send these to. In fact, just wrote a man who
belongs to the organization 'Jews for Jesus,'
sent him 'Jews not to be converted to
Christianity.'
"How exciting watching prophecy being
fulfilled. It is so hard hearing about the
increase of anti-Semitism, but it is being
permitted which will mean the great exodus
of Jews out of Europe. They are heading
home to see Dan. 12:1 fulfilled which will

Great to see the Lord's Work Going on
"...I am enjoying the Newsletter especially
-

"...I have just spent several hours traveling
in Israel in my mind along with the brethren.
It was a thrilling and comprehensive
coverage and I was blessed by it. I will
remember in prayer those impressed by the
message as they will welcome the Ancient
Worthies when they see them..." BC
Lord has Blessed the Newsletter Service

"...We do appreciate receiving the
Newsletter very much. The Lord has surely
blessed the efforts in this means of serving
the brethren and sharing their trials,
experiences and activities.
"It has broadened our horizons to have
such detailed reports of our brethren overseas, particularly Romania. The recent
account of the Israel trip is certainly thrilling and wonderful to hear of the Lord's
blessings and providential overruling in the
mission to comfort Israel!...Much love in
bonds of Christ." FL
Keeps the Brethren in Touch

"We thoroughly enjoyed the Newsletter and
most interesting enclosure on trip to
Israel!... It is a real blessing to the brethren
for it keeps us all in touch with happenings

An Abundance of Joy!

"The Winter issue and "An Historic
Mission to Israel" has lifted my spirits
beyond words to express it. Thank you,
thank you! Will you plese put the following
on your list - I hope you still have some of
the "Historic Mission to Israel" left and can
begin with this Winter issue and
Supplement." SC
"The last issue was a special joy"
"... I enjoy the Newsletter so much and the

last issue was a special joy, with the account
of the trip to Israel... What a joy that must
have been. I look forward to hearing more
from brethren who were there although the
report was very comprehensive.
"Things in the world are going according
to God's plan. We were studying the article,
`The Mountain of the Lord's House,' and
one paragraph I especially enjoyed. (R.3114,
Col. 1, par, 1)...The Lord bless all you dear
ones who are making the Newsletter possible." BC ❑
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Conventions
"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise; be thankful unto him, and bless his name." Psa. 100:4

March 20,21 Columbus, Ohio Columbus Bible Students' Pre-

Memorial, Wellington School, 3650 Reed Road (Westside). South
entrance, 1822 Fishinger Road, east of Reed Road. Four speakers.
Opens Sat. 9:15 am., closes Sun. 3:45 p.m. Secretary: Bonita
Heeg, 1732 Merrydale Road, Springfield, OH 45503. Phone: (513)
390-3246.
March 21 Groton/New London, Connecticut Pre-Memorial,

Municipal Bldg, Opens 10 a.m. Secretary: Mark Grillo, 70
Pautipaug Hill Road, Baltic, CT 06330. Phone: (203) 822-6085.
March 26-28 Seattle, Washington North Seattle Bible Students,

St. Thomas Center, 14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell, WA (206)
823-1300. Nine speakers. Opens Fri. 1:15; Baptismal, Sat. 10:45
a.m.; closes Sun. 4:30 p.m. Con. Chairman: David Kirkham (206)
546-6802: 16046 Greenwood Ave. North, Seattle, WA 98133.
March 27,28 Wilmington, Delaware Wilmington/Chesapeake

City Pre-Memorial Annual. Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden
Road, Wilmington, DE. Five speakers. Baptismal (Sat. 1:15) is
planned. For programs and information contact Secretary: Mrs.
Tim Armstrong, 211 W. Harrison Ave, New Castle, DE 19720.
Phone: (302) 328-7673.
April 9-11 Winnipeg, Manitoba Winnipeg Bible Students'

Spring Annual, Windsor Park Inn, 1034 Elizabeth Road. Five
speakers. Vespers. Phone: (204) 837-1782.
Associated Bible Students of
Metropolitan Detroit Spring Annual. Garden City High School,
6500 Middlebelt, Garden City, MI. Five speakers. Baptismal (Sat.
3:15) is planned. Those contemplating immersion notify
Secretary: Mrs. Henry Kwolek, 38231 Richland, Livonia, MI
48150. Phone: (313) 464-2111.

May 1,2 Detroit, Michigan

June 12,13 Hope, Indiana Hope Bible Students' Annual, Ramada

Inn, 1-65 & S.R. 46, Columbus, IN. Five speakers. Information
from Secretary: Mrs. David Chastain, 14950 N - 300 East, Hope,
IN 47246. Baby sitting service provided.
Salem Bible Students Annual,
Scottish Rite Temple, 4090 Commercial Street, SE. Seven
speakers. Baptismal. Reservations: Mrs. Jerry Andrus, 3105
Inland Drive, Salem, OR 97302. Phone: (503) 363-9550.

June 25-27 Salem, Oregon

July 3-5 New Brunswick, New Jersey Annual Bible Students

Congregation of New Brunswick. Eight speakers from North
America and Europe; two panel studies, "The Church's Share in the
Sin Offering" and "The Lord's Second Presence and its Sanctifying
Effect"; three 'Kernel Point' sessions, "The Grace of
Justification"; "Israel - Present and Future: What is God's Attitude
and Ours?"; "Are Works Required for Eternal Salvation?" For
information and reservations contact: Mrs. Robert Gray, 81
Braeton Way, Freehold, NJ 07718: (908) 431-5221.
August 4-8 Lexington, Kentucky Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 19th

Annual, Continental Inn. Opens Wed. 9:15 a.m., nineteen
speakers; three panels: Wed.: "Basic Doctrines"; Thu.: "Advanced
Doctrines"; Sat.: "Developing Fruit of the Spirit." Baptismal, Fri.
afternoon; Public witness, Fri. evening. Closes Sun. noon.
Programs and reservation information to be mailed shortly.
Convention Secretary: Tom Machacek, 2481 W. 63rd Court,
Merrillville, IN 46410. Phone: (219) 980-2213. See 1 - 0
Convention box, page 7.

No convention scheduled this year as
customary first weekend of August in Buffalo, New York due to
lack of accommodations. The Western New York Bible Students
report the World University Games are being held there in late July
into first weekend of August with 7,000 expected to attend.

Buffalo, New York

May 2 Hartford, Connecticut Hartford Bible Students, 30 Olde

Roberts St, East Hartford. Contact Secretary: Mrs. Daniel
Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Drive, E. Hartford, CT 06108. Phone: (203)
289-0116.
Vancouver Bible
Students. Information from Secretary: Mrs. L.F. Bratus, 6842
Nanaimo Street, Vancouver, BC V59 4L6 Canada.

May 23 Vancouver, British Columbia

May 29-31 Chicago, Illinois Chicago Bible Students' Annual

Memorial Day. Place not confirmed at press time. Programs &
information from Secretary: Tom Ruggirello, 720 W. Bryn Mawr
Avenue, Roselle, IL 60172. Phone: (708) 351-5606.
June 6 Waterbury, Connecticut Bible Students' Annual. At a

new location this year. For programs & information write: Mrs.
Anthony Tsimonis, c/o Associated Bible Students, P 0 Box 1494,
Waterbury, CT 06721-1494.
June 11-13 Denver, Colorado Colorado Bible Students' Annual.

Glacier View Ranch, Ward, CO. Theme: II Tim. 3:1, five speakers.
Colorado Rocky Mountains, a ranch with hotel-style
accommodations. Contact: Jim Moss, 13005 W. 15th Drive,
Golden, CO 80401.

August 20-22 Portland, Oregon Portland Area Bible Study

Annual, University of Portland. Two topics: "Standing in the Last
Days" - John 9:4, "The Dark Night"; "The Book of Ecclesiastes."
Secretary: Mrs. Peter Ferlejewski, 1801 NE 201st Avenue. B-4,
Troutdale, OR 97060.
September 25,26 Piqua, Ohio Miami Valley Bible Students,

Y.W.C.A., 418 N. Wayne Street, (513) 773-6626. Four speakers.
Programs, information from Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 14791
Lampert Road, St. Marys, OH 45885. Phone: (419) 394-4658.
October 29-31 Connellsville, Pennsylvania Connellsville Bible

Students' Annual, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA. Five speakers.
Contact: Mrs. Wesley (Toni) Cramer, RD 1, Box 326-C,
Monongahela, PA 15063. Phone: (412) 258-2585.
Mid East, Israel
April 19-25 (Option 2 - to May 1) Jerusalem, Israel one-time
Convention Information from Mrs. Russell Shallieu, Convention

Secretary, 1041 Johnston Drive, Watchung, NJ 07060-6414 U.S.A.
Telephone: (908) 756-4954.

Memorial Supper - April 4th, after 6 pm
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Statement of Purpose
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami Valley Bible Students

Highlights from Israel Mission

Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is published as a
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in
the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the
Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the
Pastor's writings.
Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned.
Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information
for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items
should be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume
responsibility for their accuracy.

Selected from over 20 tapes made on location in Israel. This
three-tape set of highlights is from:
1.Tour Guides
2. Speakers (Dignitaries)
3. Brethren (Testimonies)
The cost $4.50 includes postage. Order from Colorado Bible
Students, 13005 W. 15th Drive, Golden, CO 80401.

Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 1993
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach ....
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor.
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of consecrated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resurrection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8.

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6.
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4.
. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6.
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35.

