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Average weekly U.S. attendance at worship 
services has risen to 43% of the population, 
up from 40%, for a 20-year high, according 
to a recent Gallup Poll. 

The belief that the Bible is the 
inspired word of God is held by 81% 
of Americans, with 32% believing it should 
always be interpreted literally, and 49% 
believing it should not be interpreted as 
literally true in every instance, according to 
findings of the Princeton Religion Research 
Center, a Gallup organization affiliate. 

Another 16% said they believe the Bible 
is nothing more than a human-produced book 
of ancient fables, legends, history, and moral 
precepts. The Center said that the propor-
tion of "B iblical literalists" in the U.S. popu-
lation is only half of what the figure was in 
1963 - 65%. However, critics say the ques-
tions in the latest survey were not precise 
enough and may have confused some re-
spondents, skewing the results. (March 9, 
1992 Issue) 

Although most Americans say they 
want guidance from God or the Bible, 
few believe in moral absolutes, ac-
cording to a Gallup Poll conducted for Chi-
cago-based Americans United for Life. 
Among other things, respondents were 

The New York Times [OP-ED] 
March 9, 1992 

By Mikhail S. Gorbachev, Moscow 
I have carried on an intensive 
correspondence with Pope John Paul II 
since we met at the Vatican in Dec. 1989. And 
I think ours will be an ongoing dialogue. 

The sense of mutual affection and under-
standing that resulted from our meeting is to 
be found in each of our letters. I cannot help 
but say that we share a desire to move for-
ward and complete what we began together. 
Personally, I would be glad to take any 
opportunity to continue working with the 
Pope, and I am certain that this desire is 
mutual and will prove lasting. 

It is very difficult to describe the relation-
ship which took shape between the Pope 

Percentage of Christians 
in World Populations 

1886 The Divine Plan of the Ages, p. 16 
1975 Reader's Digest Almanac, 1975 
1985 Universal Almanac, 1992 
1989 World Almanac, 1991 

asked to agree or disagree with this state-
ment: "There are few moral absolutes; what 
is right or wrong usually varies from situation 
to situation." Nearly 70% of respondents 
agreed, while 27% disagreed. Nearly 70% 
of the respondents said they believe it is very 
important to do what God or Scripture says 
when choosing between right and wrong. 
Yet 63% of this group said they reject the 
concept of moral absolutes. (April 6, 1992 
Issue) 

For a report on the energetic efforts to 
evangelize Eastern Europe see, Mission-
ary work in the former Soviet 
Union...page 15 

and myself because the intuitive, personal 
element is always of great importance in such 
relationships. Simply put, when I was with 
him, I realized that the Pope had also played 
a role in what we came to call the new political 
thinking. 

I am prepared to acknowledge that his 
speeches included many ideas that were in 
harmony with ours. The closeness between 
us of which I have just spoken was not only 
personal, but intellectual. What I have al-
ways held in high esteem about the Pope's 
thinking and ideas is their spiritual content, 
their striving to foster the development of a 
new world civilization... 

Now it can be said that everything that 
took place in Eastern Europe in recent years 

See Pope page 18 

Truth is Told 
in Baptist Church 

Ft. Worth, Texas - About 28 Baptists heard 
Br. George Wilmott tell the old, old story of 
Paradise Lost to Paradise Restored on 
Sunday, May 31 in their church. They 
listened intently as special emphasis was 
given to Jesus, "a ransom for all to be 
testified in due time." 

A number of the congregation was among 
the 600 who saw the video, "Jesus, The King 
of Kings" on March 29, following the Ft. 
Worth Bible Students Convention there. 
After the showing, a representative of the 
Baptist church called Br. Wilmott inviting him 
to address a Sunday evening meeting at the 
church. 

On the night of his lecture several breth-
ren from the Fort Worth Ecclesia gave him 
moral support by their presence. Before the 
service began, magazine copies of The Di-
vine plan of the Ages were passed out, and 
the chart, on its cover, referred to many times 
during the lesson. 

At the close, the minister asked if any had 
questions, and two women responded ap-
propriately. The speaker was given ad-
equate time to reply. In conclusion it was 
emphasized that topical and dispensational 
study of the Bible is the best way to under-
stand God's Plan. ❑ 

Greetings in the Lord! 
Again, the news of our brethren from here 
and abroad awakens sentiments of love, 
sympathy and rejoicing in our hearts. Br. 
George and Sr. Ruth Wilmott have given a 
stirring account (pp 7-12) of the brethren in 
Romania and Moldova. Their zeal and 
hunger for Present Truth moves us to 
gratitude for present blessings and 
opportunities here. 

The death anniversary (June 9, 1910) of 
Br. John Edgar recalled a sketch of his life in 
our files, which is given on page 17. The holy 
influence of his example, as of all the saints, 
lingers as a sweet smelling savor even to our 
generation. 

May our faith and influence now bless 
those whose lives touch ours - in the Church 
and in the world - and its "end...the salvation 
of souls," (1 Peter 1:9) in the Kingdom to 
come. ❑ 

My Partner, the Pope 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy commandments are my delights" Psa. 119:143 

Br. Paul Mali shares the following letter dated May 13 , 1992 from Sr. 
Connie Campbell of Arad, Israel in connection with the death of her 
husband Br. Jack, Ed. 

■ Dear Brethren; Loving greetings in Jesus Name. It was very nice 
of Br. Paul to call from Jerusalem and we were pleased to hear that 
the plans for the Jerusalem Convention are progressing nicely. 
Sorry not to have been able to meet with you, but distance and 
transportation are always a factor here in Israel, for you as well as for 
me at this particular time. 

Br. Paul requested a picture of Jack and I enclose one that might 
well serve the purpose in mind. Have received many, many cards, 
letters and telegrams and the memory of Jack's smile and gracious 
manner are mentioned most frequently. 

As regards some facts, I am unsure what might be of interest 
beyond his consecration in 1956. We were immersed together at the 
Pre-Memorial Convention in Wilmington, Del. by Br. Martin Mitchell. 
We came to live in Israel in 1968, by the Lord's invitation, and the ten 
years following were filled with faith-inspiring experiences. In 1978 
we were back in the U.S. and Jack was able to devote more time to 
study and to run zealously for the "prize." We had a small Bible 
Study twice-weekly in our home in Rockland, Maine and attended 
with Br. & Sr. Krumpolt until his death when Sr. Krumpolt then went 
with us as often as possible to Acton, Maine to meet with Sr. Lenfest 
and Sr. Dyson (also now deceased). A new sister, Linda Norwald, 
was immersed there in Acton by Br. Jack at her request in 1988 before 
our return to Israel, and he has had the overwhelming joy of seeing 
her "blossom as the rose," under the Lord's guidance and by the 
example and teaching of Sr. Lenfest. 

We returned, happily, to Israel in 1988, and Br. Jack passed 
beyond the veil on April 16, 1992 while at work as site director of Tel 
Arad where many brethren have had the opportunity to witness his 
love for Israel and its people; and his desire to assist and comfort the 
best he could in this life those special to the Lord. Now, his works 
follow him - greater and done with perfect love for all mankind. May 
the Lord be praised for his mercy and kindnesses as we walk in the 
"narrow way." 

A consecrated wife and daughter as well as three sons and six 
grandchildren live in Israel. Two sons and four grandchildren are 
in the U.S. Jack's paternal grandfather, his mother, his sister and two 
nieces have been (now deceased), or are brethren in the Truth... His 
by grace, Sr. Connie." Phil. 3:3 (P. 0. Box 9, Arad, Israel 00700) 

■ Sr. Eva Peddemors (222 Walker Street, Piqua, Ohio 45356) is 
rejoicing in her newfound relief from persistent pain. She writes: 
"After an eight-year bout with osteoarthritis, I received a hip 
replacement on April 1. The best part - no more pain. It all seems 
like a miracle as I feel better than I have in many years. For the 
present, I still use a walker, but have been told that I shall walk 
unassisted again. A couple of hip replacement patients have con-
tacted me about mine. It was good to be able to reassure them. 

"During these past two months, I have met a number of people as 
a result of my surgery, and by the Lord's grace, was able to place a 
set of Volumes with a Jehovah's Witness. Words cannot express my 
gratitude to the Lord for His loving kindness. My spirit was lifted by 
the prayers, visits, cards, phone calls and flowers from my family and 
the brethren which I deeply appreciate. I remember the Lord's 
people daily at the Throne of Grace, and I need your prayers. It is 
my fervent hope that I may now be used more by the Lord."  

■ Br. John Guzick (414 Oakland Avenue, Charleroi, PA 15022) 
fell on the ice March 22, which required surgery on his hip and a 
hospital stay of 23 days. Br. John is now recuperating at home. He 
wishes to thank the brethren for their cards, letters, phone calls and 
especially for their prayers on his behalf. 

■ Br. Charlie Chambers (3039 East 23rd Avenue, Vancouver, 
V5R 1B2, B.C. Canada) is progressing satisfactorily following his 
surgery on April 8. On May 8, Br. aand Sr. Chambers wrote, "Our 
Dear Brethren: Greetings of Christian love in our Lord's name. We 
wish to express our thanks to you all through the medium of the 
Newsletter, for the love, prayers, cards, flowers and many ways you 
showed your love toward us in Charlie's recent experience. Special 
thanks to those who assisted at the Convention. It began when he 
collapsed while giving a discourse in Seattle, April 4. By April 8 the 
condition was so serious the specialist had to operate at 4 A.M. as he 
said he had only three hours to live. He was bleeding internally from 
two ruptured aneurysms in the aorta artery. The doctors said it was 
a miracle he pulled through. 

"We know from whence the miracle came. Reprint p. 3441 is so 
special to us. Br. Russell says, ' ...The Master's words seem to imply 
at least one or more angels having charge over the consecrated 
ones, the very elect... He would assure that these messengers 
(angels) would not be delayed in caring for our interests, would not 
be hindered by more important heavenly business, but would at once 
have direct access to the divine presence so that our interests would 
have all needed consideration.' We have so much to be thankful for, 
but want to always say asJesus did, 'Not our will but Thy will be done.' 
May the Lord bless you all richly. " 

■ Sr. Amelia Illiano (632 Salem Avenue, Apt. 512, Elizabeth, NJ 
07208) underwent surgery recently and had severe complications 
due to a bad heart, which stopped twice during surgery. She was in 
Cardiac Intensive Care for an extended period. Recovery will be 
slow, and hearing from her brethren will cheer and encourage her 
in the days ahead." 

■ Sr. Agatha Pearson (P.O. Box 442, Tipp City, Ohio 45371) 
writes of her appreciation to the Lord and brethren: "Greetings in 
our dear Saviour's Name! I want to express my deep gratitude for 
all the prayers, messages by phone, and cards received while in the 
Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis and Churchman Manor, as well as 
before surgery and since being in my home; for the visits of our Class 
members, and those of Srs.Isabelle and Karen Baker to me in 
Indianapolis; and especially to Br. Mark Chastain for making it 
possible for Sr. Ola Harvey (in the same nursing home) and me to 
partake of the Lord's Memorial. Also, for the beautiful flowers and 
words of comfort from many brethren at conventions - they all helped 
to carry me through a difficult experience. 

"At the nursing home I was able to visit Sr. Ola Harvey daily and 
it helped us both. May God grant her strength through this difficult 
trial that is upon her. I appreciate Br. Walter and Sr. Frieda Dearing 
and their many visits to me. 

"We have nothing of ourselves, God knows our many needs and 
through it all may I remain faithful and praise Him for the way He has 
lead me, granting strength in every time of need. May the Lord's 
watch care be over all His children and His will be done in their 
hearts. What we suffer here is preparing us for the future God has 
in store for us." Psalm 23 ❑ 



Br. John Bazilius 

Br. Jack Campbell 
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Entered Into Rest 
"And as we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 1 Cor. 15:49 

Br. John Bazilius, Sr. of Cleveland, Ohio entered into rest on 
March 25, following a traumatic spinal surgery, in his 80th year. An 
elder about forty years, he served longest in the Cleveland Bible 
Students Ecclesia which at one time had six elders but dissolved due 

to attrition, shortly before 
his death. 

Br. Bazilius gave much 
credit to Br. George 
Vonegas whose strong 
Truth influence led him to 
consecration at age 33. Br. 
Vonegas had married into 
his family and was an elder 
in the Cleveland Lithuanian 
class where Br. John first 
became an elder. 

Zealous to let his light 
shine, Br. John served many 
times at the Ohio Bible Stu-
dents State Fair booth in the 
16 years of its witness. He 
was active also fora number 
of years on the Indiana-Ohio 
Convention Committee. 

He had many trials of the flesh with more than 15 operations, and 
many physical burdens he carried to his death. But as his son John, 
Jr. noted, he never complained at what the Lord's providence 
permitted. A man of sterling character, staunch for the Truth, his 
Christian love and gentle manner endeared him to all. 

Br Bazilius is survived by his son Dr. John, Jr. (c/o 4808 Behrwald 
Ave, Cleveland, OH 44109), three granddaughters, two great-
grandchildren, four brothers, and two sisters. His wife Stefania 
preceded him in death. 

Br. Owen Kindig, a close fellow-elder, was privileged to serve as 
Br. John's spokesman in giving his last witness to the Truth he loved 
so well. 

Sr. Eugenia Mazurek, a member of the Polish Ecclesia in 
Detroit, Mich. finished her earthly course in her 92nd year on April 
2. She was the widow of Br. Paul, and the mother of four sons, 
grandmother of three. Br. Frank Nemesh conducted her funeral 
service. 

Sr. Mary Swigart, of Salt Lake City, Utah finished her course 
Jan. 25 at age 91. Her daughter Sr. Mary Beth (1560 Harvard 
Avenue, Salt Lake City, UT 84105) writes of her: "My dear mother, 
faithful follower of the Truth once delivered to the saints... was the 
widow of the late Br. Elmer. Her grandfather was a follower of Pastor 
Russell and host to colporteurs. They opened their home to the 
pilgrim visits in earlier years. As a widow she continued daily Bible 
Scripture studies through the years... 

"She is survived by a consecrated son, Eugene Calvin, Oregon, 
devoted daughter, Mary Beth, a sister Emma Jackson,... several 
grandchildren. The funeral service was conducted by Br. Allan 
Allers of Boise, Idaho who outlined her hope and testimony from 
Studies in the Scriptures. Attending were earthly friends impressed 
by her faithful walk, many returned missionaries of the Latter Day 
Saints Church, Roman Catholics and Methodists. 

"She has left a wonderful, inspirational legacy to her children and 
grandchildren. She appreciated theNewsletter and monthlyDawns." 

Sr. Zuzanna Piljan, wife of the late Br. George Piljan, died Feb. 
11 at 98 years. She had attended the Polish Ecclesia in Cleveland, 
Ohio for many years. Her last two years were spent in a nursing home 
where she broke her hip twice in three weeks, and would have died 
but for her pacemaker. 

Sr. Zuzanna was immersed at a Detroit Polish Convention about 
35 years ago. Br. Martin Kvetko (father of Srs. Vera Blicharz and 
Bessie Kaziak) witnessed the Truth to Br. and Sr. Piljan. At the time 
they were members of the Lutheran Church. 

Sr. Piljan leaves two daughters, seven grandchildren and four-
teen great-grandchildren. 

Sr. Vera Stanoslovitis, a longtime member of Grand Rapids 
Bible Students Class, entered into rest on Apri122. Born October 13, 
1889, hers was a journey just short of 103 years. 

In Lithuania, Sr. Vera had worked hard in the fields and at age 21 
was earning 25 cents a day. At that time, she and a friend took off for 
Hamburg, Germany and embarked for Philadelphia in the new 
world, a trip of 21 days on the sea. 

In Chicago she heard the Truth in 1920, and in 1926 she and her 
husband John moved to Grand Rapids and attended a Lithuanian 
class of about 30. Eventually most pursued other interests and 
BrJohn and Sr. Vera had meetings in their home with three others. 
In due course, a brother sent them a bundle of tracts and thereafter 
Sr. Vera arose early every morning to distribute them on a different 
street each day on her way to work. In 1957 they came in contact with 
the Grand Rapids English Class through the "Frank & Ernest" radio 
program. After only a few meetings, Br. John and Sr. Vera asked to 
be immersed and the late Bros. Ed and Shirley DeGroot performed 
the baptismal ceremony. 

Br. Jack Campbell of Arad, Israel, finished his earthly course 
at 62 years of age. He was found lying face down at his workplace 
on the morning of April 16. In the Lord's providence, the Arden 
Bausches had already 
arrived at the Campbell 
home (for the Memorial 
that evening) when the 
news of Br. Jack's death 
was received. A letter 
from his widow, Sr. 
Connie (See Afflicted) 
gives personal informa-
tion on Br. Jack and his 
family. 

Br. Bausch con-
ducted the funeral ser-
vice on April 20, attended 
by 55 representing three 
religions: Christian, Jew-
ish and Muslim. At its 
close, Br. Bausch asked 
if anyone wished to 
speak. And the Director 
of the National Park Ser-
vice gave a beautiful eulogy of the deceased. Br. Jack was buried 
in a Jerusalem cemetery for Christians where the late Sr. Jean 
Livermore is also interred. 

For a related item see page 19. Ed. ❑ 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"Praise the Lord, call upon his name, declare his doings among all the people, make mention that his name is exalted." Isa. 12:4 

Testimony at Ft. Worth Convention, March 26-29: 

"Much love to everyone from Sr. Norby" 
Sr. Ruth Rupp, Clearwater (FL) Ecclesia. 
"This is our first time here at this convention, and we are enjoying 
it very much. Sr. Norby entrusted me with a message. She said to 
give much love to everybody. She said 'Oh this is one convention 
I would love to go to.' She is very frail, and 99 this year. Her age has 
not diminished all the love she has for the Lord. 

"A while ago there was a young man who got a paper from our 
class. Sr. Celia sent it out. He contacted her and his name is John 
Laursen. He heard the message from the Divine Plan. He had 
ordered all the books and when he contacted Sr. Celia of our class, 
he knew all about it. He is so studious and this month he symbolized 
his consecration. We are all elderly citizens in our class, and now 
we have someone to mother again. I am happy to be here and a fellow 
student in the school of Christ with all of you. I pray for you." 

Testimonies at North Seattle Convention, April 3-5: 

"I have so much to be thankful for!" 
Sr. Lydia Hanham, North Seattle Ecclesia. 
"I'm very thankful for the privilege of being here. Two weeks ago 
I was very depressed because my hearing had gotten so bad (Sr. 
Hanham is blind) I could hear hardly anything in our meeting. So I 
prayed if it were possible that I could at least hear the discourses at 
the Convention. Sr. Jean took me to the doctor and he fixed up my 
ear, and I heard every single word! So I have so much to be thankful 
for. The Lord has been very good to me and I praise Him daily. I 
did enjoy the talks so much. They were a comfort to me and I want 
to work them out in my daily life. I have all the tapes, the Volumes, 
the discourses on tape, and I go to them every day, and that's where 
I get my comfort..." 

Polish Sister Receives Warm Welcome 
Sr. Leokadia Sablick, Poland. 
"I am a baby in speaking English. I am from Poland and my Class is 
Bielsko Biala. I am staying in the U.S. five months and this time I am 
staying in Canada and enjoying my stay with Iola Upton and others. 
I am with the Bible Students a long time and everywhere I go there 
is a house for me, in Canada, in Chicago, and here Br. David Bruce's 
house is for me. I think this is wonderful, we are all brothers and 
sisters in Christ. I thank you all for your love shown to me during my 
stay here. Please pray for me while I am here and until I return home 
again." 

About two years ago Sr. Sablick' s consecrated husband was killed 
in an automobile accident returning from the International Conven-
tion. Ed. 

Appreciates Example of Older Brethren 
Sr. Donna Ostrander, Portland Area Ecclesia. 
"Seattle was my very first Convention many years ago. They have 
become very special to me over the years. I think the experience 
yesterday with Br. Charlie had an impact on me as well as all of you. 
I want to appreciate more the struggles my older brethren are going 
through and the examples they have been to me, especially at this 
Convention. I want to draw from these brethren the lessons they 
have learned, the things that can help me in my walk. I do feel the 
urgency of the hour and the times very much. 'Because thy loving 
kindness is better than life, my lips shall praise thee.' I was thinking 

how loving and kind the heavenly Father is, and I want to be more 
gentle with my brethren. I do love them very much..." 

Testimonies at Columbus (OH) Convention, April 4,5: 

"Touched by Son's Desire to Study the Truth" 
Br. James Watkins, Miami Valley (OH) Bible Students. 
"My wife and I have been in the Truth about 14 years. We have three 
children who spent part of their teenage years in the Truth. They 
are grown now and none has shown more than a casual interest in 
the Truth. In January my middle son Donald, was transferred on the 
job to Philadelphia. He said, 'Dad, it's really lonely up here!' He 
asked if there were any friends in the area he could meet with. We 
directed him to brethren in Newark, Del., just about 10 minutes from 
his house. He attended the Wednesday night class and on Sunday 
they are starting a First Volume study for his benefit. He thinks he 
would like to study the Truth. I'm really choked up over this. We've 
prayed that the Lord would show our children the Truth. We hope 
this is the answer with at least one of them - to open their eyes to see 
the wonders and glories that we see. I appreciate you as a family. It 
is a pleasure and a thrill to be among the friends. I love each and 
every one of you!" 

"If you have more programs like that, we'll play them!" 
Br. Dariusz Grudzien, Chicago Bible Students. 
"I would like to share many blessings we received the last couple of 
months in Chicago. We have the privilege of being on the Witness 
Activity Committee. This year the Lord blessed our efforts and we 
arranged to have 'For This Cause' presented on TV Cable. We 
applied for public access time - which is free-and 27 TV Cable stations 
accepted. Some stations are playing the program several times, and 
some studio managers were delighted with the program. They said, 
`We'll start playing it now and keep playing it until Easter.' People 
are very receptive at this time. 

"It was a blessing and very rejoicing experience because the 
brethren in the Class were all united and working together, putting 
ads in the paper and mailing letters. We printed almost 8,000 
newsletters. It gave us this wonderful feeling that the Lord still wants 
us to witness about His Plan and the coming Kingdom. We received 
many confirmations from people willing to play the program and 
asking for even more. They said, `If you have more programs like 
that, we will play them.'... Remember us and all those who will be 
watching 'For This Cause' in your prayers so the Lord will bless their 
minds that they may receive the message of the Kingdom." 

Rejoicing in Witness Privileges 
Sr. Toni Cramer, Connellsville (PA) Ecclesia. 
"...I want to share an experience I had this week. I work the 
graveyard shift from 11 at night to 7 in the morining, so I don't have 
contact with a lot of people regularly. When I came home Tuesday 
morning, the Newsletter was there, and before I lay it down I like to 
read through it. I enjoyed this issue with the experiences of the 
Columbus brethren and of Br. Rawson with his Israel A.V. I got all 
fired up, and Tuesday night at work I talked with one of the 
physicians (Jewish) I've known for the past two years. He is one I 
have wanted to give the tape on "Israel: Appointment With Destiny." 
I said to him, 'This is a tape I know you will enjoy.' I don't know if 
I will hear anything further, but I appreciated the opportunity. 

"Later that night I was able to talk with one of my co-workers. We 
touched on a lot of subjects, including Hell, the Second Advent, the 

See Brethren page 6 



5 

ew = ret ren in 	rust 
"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?" 1 Cor. 3:16 

Immersed 1992 

March 8 at Orlando, Florida: 
Br. John Laursen, Jr., Clearwater Bible Students, received "An 
Intelligent Creator" tract offering Seven-in-One Volume and free 
Divine Plan. Contacted by Br. Joe and Sr. Celia Mitchka. 

April 4 at Columbus, Ohio: 
Sr. Mora Erjavec, Columbus Ohio Bible Students, daughter of 
BrJack and Sr. Rose; sister of Sr. Megan. 

April 4 at Seattle, Wash.: 
Br. Tom Canell, North Seattle Bible Students, son of Br. Don and 
Sr. Jane; 
Sr. Mary Ellen LaVerne, Orlando FL Bible Students, daughter 
of Sr. Alice Caudill, niece of Br. Don Canell. 

The five candidates following were immersed on April 12 and 
May 3 at Bloomingdale, II. All are of the Chicago area. 

April 12 
Sr. Karen Pontarelli, daughter of Br. Joe and Sr. Pat Knapp; 
Br. Don Pontarelli, husband of Sr. Karen; 
Br. Daniel Knapp, son of Br. Joe and Sr. Pat. 

May 3 
Br. Allen Crawford, husband of Sr. Helayne; 
Sr. Cassie Alstrom, co-worker of Br. Joe Funari. 

Prays to Continue in Narrow Way 
Sr. Mary Ellen LaVerne: "I do appreciate all the love that the 
brethren have given me. I pray that I can continue in the Narrow 
Way. I am from Orlando, Florida and I want to bring the love of the 
Orlando Class; also the love of Sr. Rachel Bushlus from the West 
Suburban (IL) Class. I ask that you keep me in your prayers, as I will 
keep you in mine." 

Sr. Mora Erjavec and Br. Duane Cramer 

Desires to Keep On Keeping On 
Br. Tom Canell, North Seattle Bible Students, "It is a real privilege 
to be here at this convention. It has been areal joy to my heart. I think 
of the 'Giver of every good and perfect gift' and I believe that we 
have received that through hearts and minds and lips of all our 
speakers...I have received a blessing, particularly being 'called out 
of gross darkness into His marvelous light.' I appreciate all the words 
of encouragement from my brethren and all the shaking hands, and 
all the fellowship that I have received from this wonderful 
convention but I hope to, I desire to, keep on keeping on and 
continue in His way and guidance in these things. 

Sr. Mary Ellen LaVeme and Br. Tom Canell 

"I was thinking about all the different faces I hadn't seen for awhile 
and, just now, had the opportunity - quite a blessing! I ask an interest 
in your prayers to the extent that I may be more firmly grouinded in 
the Truth, that I won't sway and that I won't be blown around with 
every little thing that might come of this world." 

A Fruitful Effort 
Sr. Celia Mitchka, Clearwater Florida Bible Students. "I sent the 
tract, 'An Intelligent Creator' to Br. John Laursen and to everyone 
else in the Dunedin, Fla. telephone book. He sent in for the free copy 
of the Divine Plan and ordered the Seven-in-One Volume which 
examines the entire Bible topic by topic. When he had nearly 
finished reading all the volumes, he wrote to tell us how much he 
believed in them. We invited him to our home. He came on a Sunday 
and we talked five hours. We invited him to our Sunday meeting and 
he has attended every Sunday since. We thank the Lord for using 
us to find him." 

P.S. "I do a city at a time, but so far, he is the only one who 
responded." ❑ 

"...choose you this day whom ye will serve;...but as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord." Joshua 24:15 
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Brethren From page 4 
Time of Trouble. I appreciate the Lord's overruling and hope that 
the witness was given in accordance with His will..." 

"Witness work has been our first love!" 
Br. Ray Lumley, Jackson (Mich.) Bible Students. 
"I appreciated the brother's testimony from Chicago about the Cable 
TV. Recently we also had an opportunity with our two cable 
companies in the Jackson area. We contacted them and as a result 
we have two programs - on Wednesday and Thursday nights - all 
free with public access cable. It could be on for a whole year. Br. 
George Wilmott is providing the films for us. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to witness. Fort Worth has about 180 films, so there is an 
indefinite supply. We rejoice in this opportunity as witness work has 
always been our first love over the years..." 

"We can sure give out the Word!" 
Br. Barry Kuly, Winnipeg Bible Students. 
"We have a Class of 27 consecrated and 12 of the household of faith. 
We appreciate that the Lord has provided facilities for us to work 
together in the message of Truth. I want to encourage the brethren 
in their video work. We are entering our 15th year with cable 
stations. The Lord continues to bless that effort of putting on a 
program called "Studies in the Scriptures"...We are reviewing some 
of our 15 year-old programs. Over the years the Lord has blessed 
our efforts serving Him, whether any results are seen this side the 
veil, or in the Kingdom. The doing of it not only serves and glorifies 
the Lord, but makes us feel better in regard to things going on. We 
can't do much to change them now, but we can sure give out the 
Word!" 

The Lord Blesses Abundantly 
Sr. Frances McKee, Columbus (OH) Bible Students. 
"I lift my voice in praise of my heavenly Father for His many 
blessings. I thank my brethren for their love and prayers, for the 
many letters - many encouragements, beautiful scriptures and 
sentiments. They have been very encouraging and strengthening to 
us - flowers, letters, telephone calls and cards - they came in 
abundance. We tried to answer as many as we could, but for any we 
missed we give our thanks now. Occasionally, a card still comes in, 
and it comes at just the right time. The Lord has blesed us richly and 
we are very thankful for everything, and rejoicing in the Lord!" 

Testimonies at Metro Detroit Convention, May 2,3: 

Putting on "For This Cause" Exciting 
Sr. Esther Ledwinka, Columbus (Ind.) Ecclesia. 
"...I think the last month has been beautiful for our Ecclesia as we put 
on "For This Cause." It was exciting for us working together, and 
seeing the people coming in about 45 minutes before it began. We 
sold about five of the video tapes. A lady who doesn't have a VCR 
said she took the tape for a neighbor. We are hoping she will receive 
the message. Also, we passed out a few First Volumes. 

One nice experience: Three men attended who were co-
workers of Br. Art for a few years. One is now reading the First 
Volume and is appreciating it and has questions... He is a school 
principal and has known Br. Art since very young. That's our 
highlight of the month..." 

Lost a Son Two Years Ago 
Br. Richard Tennant, North Detroit Bible Students. 
"...This is a hard time of year for us. As you know, two years ago, we 
lost our son. Even though we know God's Plan, our bodies are still 

weak, we still miss our loved one... You are my family, my brothers 
and sisters. I open my heart to you. We think of these experiences 
and know that we must go through them. Each one of us has a cross 
to bear. We are thankful for our heavenly Father - we can put our 
trust in Him and know things will be made right. We think of what's 
happening in the world - things are falling apart. We are thankful we 
know this must happen before His Kingdom can come..." 

Encouraged by Afflicted Sister's Example 
Br. Mark Chastain, Hope (Ind.) Ecclesia. 
"...About three weeks ago Ela and I visited Sr. Mary Jane Burns. As 
most know, she had a major stroke six years ago and is unable to 
speak. We went to encourage her, but she encouraged us! We 
teased her a little: 'Yours must be one of the greatest trials being 
unable to speak, because all of us enjoy talking.' She grinned and I 
was impressed by that. Here she is, hardly able to communicate at 
all, but she has a cheerful attitude. We went over some of the things 
happening in the earth, in Israel, and in the Truth movement. She 
was really encouraged. As we were leaving some of the people 
asked who we visited and when we said 'Mary Jane Burns' they said, 
'Oh, Mary Jane is one of the happiest people here!' I thought, What 
an example to us! Going back to work Monday to some of the trials 
there, we were able to put them in perspective, and found they were 
not that important..." 

Ad Finds Hungry Hearts 
Sr. Margaret Ferlejewski, Portland Area Ecclesia. 
"...I want to share a recent class activity. We put an ad in the 
newspaper geared to what would be known as former Jehovah's 
Witnesses. It was a short ad but offered the First Volume and Grace 
of Jehovah. In addition to our address we had a telephone number 
- Br.and Sr. Ryba's. Quite a lot of people phoned, which was 
encouraging and literature was sent to them. One lady in particular, 
250 miles south of Portland, was so thrilled she just read the First 
Volume right through. She said when she called, 'This may be just 
what I am looking for.' She has phoned several times since and will 
talk for an hour, long distance. She was hoping to move to the 
Portland area, perhaps to meet with us, but now she has learned that 
her husband has cancer. She gave us the name of her daughter who 
is also an ex-J.W. There is a definite interest there. 

"We didn't know how it would work out as we were not aware that 
other brethren have tried it, but as a Class, we are thankful for the 
opportunities the Lord gives us..." 

Reformed Jew Believes Jews to Rule from Heaven 
Sr. Helena Malinowski, Metro Detroit Ecclesia. 
"...Br. Tony has been trying to place the video, "Israel: Appointment 
With Destiny." One Jewish man from the town of Trenton was going 
to pick up the video at our house. He called and I answered the 
phone. He wanted to know just what we believed. I told him that God 
said of the Jewish nation: "Ye only have I known of all the families 
of the earth. Then I recalled the promises to Father Abraham, 'In thee 
and thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed; that his seed 
would be both a spiritual seed and an earthly seed. He listened 
politely... I said we are trying to complete this little flock of 144,000 
to be the spiritual seed. When I mentioned the twelve tribes of Israel 
he said, 'Let me interrupt you here. The scriptures you are quoting 
are your scriptures. They are not mine.' He is a reformed Jew and 
believes the Jews are going to be the twelve tribes of Israel in 
heaven. They are going to rule from the Heavenly place of the 
Kingdom. He was very upset with me and didn't want to talk anymore. 
But I said, 'All I want you to do is view this video.' He said he would 
pick it up but it is still waiting at my door..." 

See Brethren page 16 
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Showers of Blessing in Moldova and Romania 

Romania - Moldova 
May 8-29, 1992 

	

May 9,10 	Timisoara 

	

11 	Cluj-Napoca 

	

12 	Gaelo 

	

13 	Gadalin 

	

14 	Cluj 

	

16 	B alti, Moldova 

	

17 	Edentz, Moldova 

	

18 	Ruseni & Balti, Moldova 

	

19 	Tintoreni, Moldova 

Cluj 
Calinesti 
Iapa & Mara 
Sighet & Baia Mare 
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In August of 1991 Sister Elizabeta Precup 
visited Br. George and Sr . RuthWilmott , and 
while there translated a letter they had re-
ceived from Andrei and Jenia Matcan of 
Moldova asking them to come for a visit. 
Sister Elizabeta said, if they would go, she 
would go with them and translate. They saw 
the Lord's overruling in their personal af-
fairs as they sought his will. Their inspiring 
report of privileges and blessings, on a day 
by day basis, with the brethren in Romania 
and Moldova is given in full. Ed. 

Not counting the day of arrival and the 
day of departure, we were in Romania and 
Moldova for 19 days. During that time 17 
meetings were held. Nearly all of the meet-
ings were more than two hours in length. 

There were also many uplifting discussions 
on the Truth with our dear brethren. Their 
sacrifices on our behalf in supplying an 
abundance of temporal food and transporta-
tion to the various meetings are much appre-
ciated. We journeyed to that far land to be 
a blessing and to receive a blessing. Words 
cannot fully describe the blessings which we 
received. It is our hope that we were a help 
and encouragement to the dear ones there. 
In every meeting we endeavored to hold 
high the banner of Truth which has been 
served to us by our Lord through that faithful 
and wise servant. The details of our trip 
follow. 

On May 8th, 1992, we flew Delta Air-
lines to Chicago and Tarom Airlines to 

Timisoara. Leaving Chicago 2 
1/2 hours late, we arrived at 4 
PM Romanian time on May 9th 
and were met by Brother Vasile 
Intea, Sister Elizabeta Precup, 
loan Huzau, Brother Iancu 
Gaina and Petra Marodi. We 
were presented with beautiful 
roses which cast their fragrance 
on the remainder of the jour-
ney. After a lovely meal, we 
discussed how we can fulfil 
Isaiah 40:1,2. The subjects of 
anointing, begetting, and the 
great company were also con-
sidered. We discussed Isaiah 
61,Acts3:21,Leviticus25:10and 
Revelation 21:27. 

On Sunday, May 10th, a 
brother asked about the closing 
of the door - when? (Matthew 
25:10) "What is the duty of the 
church?" After breakfast we  

had a lesson on Psalm 45:10 with questions 
following. A brother brought out the scrip-
ture in Colossians 1:20 to show that some 
fallen angels do repent. There were 13 
present for this Sunday gathering. Our host-
ess Sister Sylvia is consecrated. Her hus-
band, Petra Merodi, said that he is of the 
world but is so glad for visitors to come to his 
home. 

We left Timisoara for Cluj by train about 
5:30 PM after having a brief walk in the city 
square where we saw a large crowd gath-
ered across from the Orthodox Cathedral. 
We saw a gypsy couple leaving the church. 
There were horse drawn carriages waiting 
in the street for them. While on the train, 
Brother Intea went tracting. After dark we 
sang many hymns and had sweet fellowship 
before sleeping for a little while before ar-
riving in Cluj after midnight. We were met at 
the station by Brother Zaharias, Sister Viorica 
Rosca, Sister Natalia & Brother loan Pacura. 
Sister Intea was waiting up for us; their son 
Ezekil translated for us before we went to 
sleep. 

On Monday, May 11th, loan Huzau 
took Ezekil, his wife Fina and us to Botanical 
Gardens where we saw much of God's handi-
work and talked of how mankind is longing 
for the kingdom. We then walked to the 
center of the city and entered a very old 
Catholic Church built long before the call 
went out to come out of Babylon. It was 
possibly built during the time Tetzel was 
telling how sins could be forgiven by drop-
ping their coins into the box. We then 
walked to Joan Huzau's office; he drove us 
to the home of Brother Liviu & Sister Maria 
Chiorean for lunch and sweet fellowship 
with them. Their son Traian told us of the 

See next page 



In Cluj Meeting House 
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young people's study on chronology and 
the jubilees which had just been held in the 
north. At 6 PM we met at the hall in Cluj for 
a service. The lesson given was "The Lord 
Is My Shepherd". It was good to see a new 
chart in Romanian at the front of the hall. 
Questions were asked: "What are our breth-
ren doing in America?"; "What does pyra-
mid `r' on the chart represent?"; "Did Brother 
Russell bring all the Truth?" "What is sin 
against the holy spirit?" 

Sister Elizabeta Precup entertained Sis-
ter Viorica Rosca and us for lunch at her 
apartment from 2:30 to 5 PM on May 12. Sister 
Viorica then drove us to the home of an 82 
year old brother, Vasile Crisan, who lives in 
the village Gilau. He was a Baptist when he 
heard the Truth in 1945. The breth-
ren of that village were arrested be-
cause of the Truth. The Brother told 
us of preaching a funeral in a village 
near Sighet for a sister who had 8 
children. Four asked for the priest to 
serve at the funeral, but the others 
said, "No, their Mother wanted breth-
ren." The priest said OK but then 
called the police and told them that two 
dangerous men would be there. Af-
ter the service Brother Crisan was 
arrested by two soldiers. The sisters 
asked the soldiers to eat before leav-
ing. They did while the brethren sang 
seven hymns which gave him strength. 
He was put in security. They wanted 
to know what he had said about the 
kingdom. They told him to go and 
harvest his wheat at Cluj, and then tell 
them what was going on there. 

There were about 33 present for 
the meeting. Greetings were sent to 
the American brethren as follows: 
Manna, August 6; Psalm 20; Numbers 
6:24-26; Philippians 4:4. 

On May 13th Brother Gheorghe Crisan 
drove us to visit Sister Roman at the hospital. 
She was to have cataract surgery the next 
day. She was in a ten-bed ward. All of the 
people in the room listened intently as she 
discussed God's wonderful plan. Hospital 
conditions there are very different than in 
the United States. We also visited Brother 
Teodor and Sister Martha Farcas at their 
apartment. Then we went to the Crisans 
apartment for lunch about 2 PM. 

Brother Zaharias drove us to his village 
Gadalin. On the way we discussed if the 
world will become brethren of Christ or 
always be his children. Other sheep were 
mentioned. The meeting was at Brother 
Nicu's house half way up a high hill along a 
beautiful valley. It was a beautiful evening so 
we met outside under the grapevines. We 
could see the power lines going thru the 
valley and a large tractor (just purchased this  

past winter). These things afforded visible 
lessons. There were about 33 present for the 
meeting. Questions were asked: "Who are 
the angels in Luke 12:8"; "Is there a differ-
ence between consecration and sacrifice?" 
We were told that many of the brethren in this 
area do not read or write but love what they 
hear. Hearing an explanation of what we 
read is necessary as it was with the Ethiopian 
eunuch. 

Brother Zaharias brought a lamb from the 
village in the trunk of the car to his home in 
Cluj. The little lamb came to B rother Zaharias 
when he went amidst the flock to select one. 
Never before had a lamb been so submissive 
to him. This experience reminded us of our 
Lord, the Lamb of God, who was submissive 
to the Great Shepherd. 

On returning to Cluj we had a nice visit 
with Ezekil, Fina and Sister Maria Intea. 
Brother Intea had gone to his village as the 
government is giving back the land to the 
former owners. Jubilee times!! 

On May 14th, we took a walk with 
Brother Intea and Ezekil to a local market. 
We understand there is more in the stores 
now than previously - still nothing to com-
pare with the USA. We also walked to a 
beautiful experimental farm. The trees and 
flowers were beautiful. There was a refor-
estation project on the hill at a distance. 

Brother Zaharias came for us before 2 
PM to eat lunch at his home. The lamb which 
was brought back to Cluj was slaughtered; 
we had roasted lamb as part of the meal. This 
reminded us of our Passover Lamb who was 
sacrificed for us. Sister Elizabeta came to the 
home of Brother and Sister Zaharias by bus. 
Before she came, we compared scriptures 
for fellowship. 

We attended the Thursday night testi-
mony meeting where the theme was on how 
we feel God's love in our lives. Sister Viorica 
testified how visits from the brethren have 
helped her at work. The people now know 
that there are Bible students in other places 
in addition to those in Romania. Sister Maria 
Brie rejoices in the same beautiful Truth. 
Brother Cornel Brie had been to Sighet the 
previous weekend with the young people 
for a study. A brother said he could not 
imagine the study could be so beautiful; they 
testified that what they learned in two hours 
could not have been learned, without a study, 
in many months. This was a great joy. We 
asked if our changing the first letter of "Dis-
appointment" to "His" appointment would 
apply in Romanian also. They said it would. 

A discourse on the subject "Four 
Bridegrooms and Their Brides" fol-
lowed the testimony meeting. 

Early on the morning of May 15th 
Sister Maria Intea and her sister went 
in to town. We ate breakfast prepared 
for us by Sister Intea before she went 
to take care of business. Later Ezekil 
came in, and we spent about 3 hours 
discussing scriptures. Part of the time 
Brother Intea was present: we com-
pared passages from the Volumes. We 
were in agreement on all subjects con-
sidered. Ezekil would like the Journal 
sent to him. 

Lunch was served at the home of 
Brother and Sister Banc. Brother and 
S isterNeagomir were also invited. The 
fellowship was sweet and the discus-
sion on the Truth was very profitable. 

We boarded the train bound for 
Moldova at 9 PM with S ister E lizabeta, 
and Brother Intea. This experience 
was very interesting. Being a Friday 
night, the train was packed. First class 

compartments meant for 6 had at least 8 people. 
The aisles were packed. Sister Elizabeta 
and Brother Intea got separated from us. 
Brother Intea found us, and we moved to the 
car they were in. The first class car had 8 -
four very loud men and we four brethren. 
Sister Elizabeta said it was good we could not 
understand the language. The trip was 
through the Carpathian mountains. The moon 
was full, and we reflected that observance of 
our Lord's memorial was just a month past. 
Two hours before arrival in Iasi, we changed 
cars. The cars were still packed. If we had 
lost our footing we would not have fallen to 
the floor. 

Sister Lisa and Brother Joan Huzau met 
us in Iasi after travelling to Bucharest to get 
our Visas. We were entertained for a few 
hours by Ioan's family friend Minodora 
Rotaru. Joan's family and hers met four years 
ago at the beach. She was very gracious to 

See next page 
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us. We rested and ate before going for the 
train to the border. The train for the border 
was 11/2 hours late. It left from Nicollena at 
3:30 PM. Twenty kilometers (about 12 miles) 
later we got off at 5:45 PM. All this time was 
with first Romanian and then Moldova cus-
toms. We had to wait for the train to be let 
down from its jacks. At the border they must 
change wheels as the Russian rail tracks are 
a different gauge. We boarded another train 
and finally arrived in Balti at 11 PM. Viorel 
and Ruslan Matcan boarded the train one 
stop before it was time to get off. Being very 
tired after the long journey, it was very 
refreshing to see them. Last year we met 
Viorel while we were in Romania. Ruslan 
pointed out that the soldiers on board were 
on their way home to clean up and go back 
to the battle being fought in Moldova. The 
brethren had come to the station three times 
with 3 roses. We were on the train the fourth 
time they came without the roses. An electric 
bus brought us near the Matcan's apartment. 
We walked the rest of the way. Upon arriv-
ing at the apartment, the roses were given to 
us. The love expressed is very precious. 

At 7:30 AM on May 17th the Matcans and 
our group boarded the bus at Balti for Edentz 
- a two and one-half hour trip through beau-
tiful farm land. Sister Elizabeta said that is 
why the USSR had wanted Moldova. There 
were nearly 100 friends gathered at the 
home of Feodor Frecautan. The lesson was 
on "Parousia". The meeting opened with 
the Manna and comments; and it was closed 
with the Manna for the next day, a prayer and 
then a hymn. The brethren sang a hymn 
written by brethren while exiled in Siberia. 
The singing was first in Romanian and then 
in Russian with accordion accompaniment. It 
was beautiful! 

More than 200 from Moldova, some who 
were present at the Sunday meeting, were 
exiled in Siberia. Over 1,000 from all of the 
republics were exiled. Some brethren went 
to prison. Without the forewords to the 
Volumes, they have concluded that the door 
to the high calling is closed. They do not 
accept the teachings of the organization 
which stresses this thought. They want only 
the Pastor's thoughts. Brother Frecautan 
expressed, "We thought there was no one 
besides us. But we had hope. We didn' t think 
we should meet the brethren from over the 
ocean so soon who strengthen our faith and 
our hope. Faith is the hope that God wills for 
righteousness and we hope we are righ-
teous. We are rejoicing in this faith and we 
can stop the enemies. We can say that the 
association of the Bible Students is and goes 
on working in harvest until God will put an 
end to it through the great tribulation. 

I want to make an address to the brethren 
in America and Canada. I want to thank you  

once again for the help, and we would want 
that they help us further, not with clothing or 
food, but with books or literature. All the 
sects have plenty of literature for witnessing. 
We are hand tied and we need Romanian 
and Russian literature. But our desire is 
everything we receive to be 
from BrotherRussell's writings. 
Perhaps we have some differ-
ent thoughts on different sub-
jects, but we hold on the same 
plan of God. We do not reject 
theplan of salvation, while other 
beliefs around us reject and do 
not want even to touch our 
books. We tell others to study 
the Volumes and they say give 
us studies to study. Read 'Stud-
ies in The Scriptures' 

...It is very difficult to tell how 
many brethren there are in 
Moldova...About 300? We 
didn't want to show the number 
because the hand of the evil 
one is reaching. We know the 
proof from the scriptures that 
when David numbered, he was 
punished... We pray that our 
faith will be strengthened until 
all mankind will receive salvation in the rising 
of the sun of righteousness which will be 
given by the ancient worthies and will re-
ceive life from Christ and the Church. This 
is our hope..." 

Another brother (Brother Costica Gronic) 
said, "...after we studied the Will of Brother 
Russell we knew he did not assume for 
himself any of his works. This is the Lord's 
work. His Will was like a pointer for us. We 
could appreciate that group of the Bible 
Students who do even as Brother Russell 
did. Every three months we get articles from 
Brother Russell's articles. Thank the breth-
ren for their efforts. God bless you accord-
ing to your faith. Personal greetings from 
Psalms. God be with you to protect you and 
with you for your coming in and going out, no 
harm now and ever." 

There was a discussion about the Pass-
over and Memorial. Brother Frecautan was 
in Siberia for seven years. He married while 
there at the age of 19. His son-in-law has 
spent three years in prison because he would 
not join the army. In Siberia, 10,000 Germans 
came. Only 100 left. Their black bread was 
mixed with sawdust - a form of extermination. 

On May 18th we visited the village 
Ruseni where there were about 30 present 
for a lesson on "The Seed of Abraham". The 
brethren who live here have photographed 
copies of the Volumes for the brethren. Not 
photo copies as we know them, but actual 
photographs. Brethren sent greetings to 
America. "Stand for the Truth which we 
have proclaimed in the whole earth. Peace 
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and happiness for all mankind. This standard 
or flag will be lifted for all people. It is not 
ours; it is the Lord's." Brother Co stica Gronic 
then sent greetings, "to the sisters in America, 
keep encouraging the brothers as did Old 
and New Testament women." Brethren 

then drove us back to Balti in two cars. They 
described all the factories, canneries etc. 
along the way. 

An evening meeting was held at Balti. 
Brother John Moise sent greetings of Mat-
thew 5:8; Psalm 97:11 andJohn 16:33. There 
was a discussion about the so-called Volume 
7. Many brethren think it was the Pastor's 
book. There was a long discussion. Breth-
ren asked "then what do we do with Volume 
7?" Brother Intea and Sister Lisa told them 
it is your book, do what you want. There 
were 16 present. The friends from Edentz 
had to leave before the meeting. Brethren 
asked questions regarding the harvest, great 
company, little flock, justification, the Lord's 
goat and the scape goat. "Is the church 
complete? (Rev. 7:9)" They think persecu-
tion is over. They think the four winds are 
loosed. There were questions on the chart. 
"Could apostles make mistakes in their lives?" 
Greetings from Annia with Hymn #259 and 
Psalm 103 were sent. Hebrews 11 from 
Brother John, and Hymn #102 from Sister 
Vera were sent to all. 

After breakfast at the Matcans on May 
19, we walked to the bus which left at 8:50 AM 
for Chiseneau. It arrived about noon after 
passing the barricades and armed guards at 
the city limits. We toured the open air market 
while waiting for Brother Costica to take us 
to his village Tintoreni. He drove one car 
and the son of one of the brethren drove us 
in his car to the village after a circle tour of 
Chisheneau, a very modern and well kept 

See next page 
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city. There are some partially finished apart-
ment buildings that way since the commu-
nist government was overthrown. 

At the village a little 2-3 year old boy 
quoted a poem to us and then the scripture 
about "children obey your parents in the 
Lord". We were greeted with Titus 3:8 and 
Hebrews 12:28. After eating a bowl of home-
made chicken noodle soup, bread, cheese 
and wonderful cherry juice, we took a walk 
through the village. Our hostess had baked 
twelve loaves of bread at one time in a large 
wood-fueled oven at her Mother's home. 
We toured their village stores: a book store, 
general store and bakery. The government 
owned bakery store had hundreds of loaves 
of unwrapped bread but very little else. It is 
interesting that the abacus is used to calculate 
purchases. 

About 70 friends were present at the 
meeting for a lesson on "The New Cov-
enant". The meeting was to last until 10, but 
it lasted until 11, and still the friends visited. 
Two cars left at 1:20 AM to drive us to Iasi, 
Romania. We stopped several times at the 
side of the road for minor repairs. A wheel 
had to be removed and straitened after hit-
ting a large hole. Other damage may also 
have been done to the car. At the border an 
armed guard stopped us from going ahead 
for our special line. After a while we moved 

ahead. The next guard was not going to let 
us move up, but Sister Lisa told him that we 
should go. He agreed and the driver of our 
car gave him a pen as we left. We really 
appreciated Sister Ira Ciciuc and her daugh-
ter Angela driving one car and Brother 
Costica and his wife bringing the other car. 
It was a real sacrifice for them to make this 
seven hour trip, rest a while in Iasi and return 

to Moldova. We understand the Moldovans 
were warned to expect fighting in their area. 
loan Huzau's friend at Iasi again welcomed 
us to the apartment to rest before train time 
at 2:45 PM. The friends who drove us to Iasi 
walked with us to the train and waved us off. 

In general, we were impressed with the 
desire of the Moldovian friends to know 
more of the Truth. Some had grandparents 
who stayed with the Witnesses. The so-
called 7th volume has been generally ac-
cepted. It was impressed by all travelling 
with us that this was not written by Pastor 
Russell. The brethren are learning that the 
high calling is not closed as Israel is still blind 
in part. Time will tell how they progress. The 
Romanian brethren will keep in touch. We 
visited four ecclesias: Balti, Edentz, Ruseni 
and Tintoreni. They said we and Sister Lisa 
were the first Americans to visit them. 

Moldova has beautiful rich farm land -
black soil. There are many orchards, vine-
yards and tobacco fields. No wonder Russia 
wanted to keep them under her thumb. All 
farms are still government-owned in the Re-
public. 

The train ride from Iasi to Cluj was pleas-
ant as it was in a compartment with brethren 
only. The train was not packed as before. 
We left Iasi about 3 PM and arrived at Cluj at 
1 AM the next morning. Sister Viorica picked 
up Sister Lisa, Sister Elizabeta and us. Joan 

Huzau lives near the station, 
and Brother Intea took a taxi or 
bus to his home. 

On May 21st Sister Viorica 
Rosca served lunch about 2 PM 
to several of the brethren. 
There was a discussion as to 
when the New Covenant would 
be made with Israel. We at-
tended the meeting at the hall in 
Cluj once again. The first dis-
course was on Paul's words to 
Timothy recorded in II Timo-
thy 2:15-19. Mention was made 
of the necessity of the whole 
armor of God. A discourse by 
Brother Wozniak on Isaiah 6:1-
4 followed. 

On May 22nd we, along 
with Sister Lisa Groves, Sister 
Maria Intea, and Sister 
Elizabeta Precup boarded the 
6:00 AM train for Sighet, travel- 
ing through beautiful mountains 

and valleys. We had a blessed time working 
on fmding corresponding music for Roma- 
nian hymns. We also did some proof-read- 
ing for the Journal and Sister Maria and 
Sister Elizabeta worked on the translation of 
the Manna. Time passed swiftly. We were 
met at the station by Brother Adrian Marin, 
his wife Mihaela, and Brother Gheorghe 
Dragos. Sister Lisa went with Brother Dragos 

and the rest of us went to the Marin home and 
were invited to rest or do whatever we 
wished for the next four hours. They have 
a meeting hall set up all of the time with charts 

Andrei, Jenia, Rusian and Viorel Matcan 

of all kinds on the wall. 
At 6 PM Mihaela drove us to Calieneste 

where about 80 brethren and friends gath-
ered in a meeting hall they have purchased 
for this purpose. "Time Features Interwo-
ven Into God's Plan" was the subject consid-
ered. Deep interest in the subject was shown 
by the brethren. Questions about the four 
winds, and what events occur at the inaugu-
ration of the New Covenant were discussed. 
"What does our liberty mean? We didn't 
have it, and now we do. When will the 
ancient worthies be resurrected? Why was 
Abraham reckoned right? When is our Lord 
the father of the human race? Will the 
churches have some works at this end of the 
age? What is the one hour of Revelation 
17:12?" The American brethren were 
greeted with Ruth 2:12. The brethren sang a 
hymn composed by brethren while in prison 
- "Waiting in faith for when Abraham's seed 
will be blessed". 

Brother Nicoara Nanestean has been in 
the Truth over 50 years. He said, "When I 
was twelve I was reading a book. There 
came a brother who asked what do you read? 
He took out a New Testament and said don't 
you like to read this book? Yes, what should 
I read from this book. I have never read this 
kind of book. Matthew 5. I bought the New 
Testament for 14 lei. I read in it so became 
interested." He remembers a hymn that 
impressed him. He did not attend meetings 
though he was interested. The brethren 
visited him. He symbolized at age 19 in 1942. 
He was in the army during the Hungarian 

See next page 
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occupation. They were asked to sing and to 
dance. He refused and was made to squat 
while others sang and danced. He was asked 
to sing a hymn. No one said anything to him 
from then on. The hymn said, among other 
things, "If you don't have faith in God, you 
must know my brother, you won't be happy." 

After breakfast on May 23rd, we visited 
Sister Calina, a 77 year-old sister in the Truth 
since 1939. We discussed evil speaking, the 
trumpet giving a certain sound, and our Lord's 
presence. Sister Irina told of the police 
coming to her home. They asked for her 
books. She gave them some of the old 
reprints and an old Bible. Brethren buried 
their books. Sister Maria Intea told of being 
taken by police from a meeting in 1951. 
Brother Vasile was in the army at that time. 
Sister Calina told that three or four 
days after her immersion someone told 
police what she had done. They made 
her pay a fine. Her father and her 
husband were very angry when they 
found out she consecrated. Her hus-
band threw away all the pots and dishes 
in the kitchen and threw her out. She 
stayed in a deserted house during the 
night. The next morning she came 
back to the children. Now her hus-
band is in the Truth for the past four 
years. 

Sister Irina said, "When we were 
young, our parents were faithful. We 
came from the fields and we began to 
sing with some sisters. My mother laid 
the table for us and while we were 
eating the police came since they heard 
our singing. They took us to the police 
station except my mother and we spent 
the night at the police station because 
of our singing in the house." Sister 
Calina said, "The Lord made miracles 
with me." 

We were surprised and happy when 
Brother Galis and Brother Cornel Brie ar-
rived at Sister Calina's. Brother Galis told 
that his grandfather came into the Truth in 
1914. "I heard from him that there was a 
Brother Russell. That Brother made Vol-
umes so beautifully written. I asked as a child 
when I would be able to read these Vol-
umes? Brother Russell was a special man, a 
special servant." Greetings from Psalm 45 
and Hymn 50 were sent. 

In the afternoon Mihaela and Brother 
Adrian drove us to Sister Maria Simion's 
home at Iapa. The pre-Communist owners of 
their property are trying to take it back. 
Their lives have even been threatened. It 
seems they were taken from their farm and 
placed on this property. The original own-
ers were paid by the Communists for the 
property. We left her with the scripture of 
Romans 8:28. 

We were asked if there are any changes 
in the character of meetings since Brother 
Russell's day. We told of meetings in Fort 
Worth. It was mentioned that the testimony 
meeting is the most important. It was also 
mentioned that each ecclesia may choose to 
cooperate with an association or not as it 
wishes. We were asked about associations. 

Brother Daniel Nahesteah came to pick 
us up at 6:10 PM to take us to Mare for a 
meeting with about 40 friends. Questions 
were asked about when is the time of the 
resurrection of the little flock and the great 
company; are they at the same time? There 
was a question on the binding of Satan and 
loosing of the fallen angels. "How will Satan 
deceive nations?" The friends were not 
familiar with the expression "God wanted a 
divine family" but liked it. We spent the night 

at Sister Irina' s home. The next morning she 
gave us a bag which she made on her loom. 
Greetings from Hymn #142 and #64 were 
given. 

On Sunday morning, May 24th about 85 
friends gathered at Sighet for a meeting held 
out doors since the weather was sunny, al-
though a bit windy. A neighbor standing 
across the fence listened to the message. We 
sang hymn #35; then the brother who opened 
the meeting spoke on several Manna texts. 
Our discourse was on the topic of "The Vine 
and The Branches". Since there was a grape-
vine in the back yard, a branch was used to 
illustrate the lesson. Questions followed: 
"How was our Lord grafted into Adam's root 
since he is spoken of as the root of David? Is 
the great company begotten of the spirit? 
Where are the great company?" Isaiah 35:8 
was considered with a question about the 
highway and the unclean. We were asked 
what our meetings are like. Greetings from 
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Acts 20:31,32; Romans 15:13; Numbers 6:24-
26; Hymn 74; Ruth 2:12; Psalm 119; andJoshua 
1:7-9 were given by Brother Huzau. 

In the afternoon Brother Ionica Hosu of 
Baia Mare came to Sighet with his VW van to 
drive us over the mountains to Baia Mare. 
We arrived just in time for the meeting around 
6 PM. The subject was "Our Lord's Second 
Presence" followed by questions from the 
friends re: Zech 14:3, etc. Brother Galis told 
of passing out tracts in Bucharest. People 
stood in line to receive tracts. A professor in 
theology said, "What kind of students are 
you?" He refused to take a tract and then 
after several steps, returned and took one. 
Groups of soldiers and officers took tracts. 
For 40 years they have not had an opportu-
nity to read such things. The brother told the 
people to take and read something beautiful 

such as you have never read before. 
A Japanese person took a tract. 
Brother Galis said it is a blessing, a 
joy, when passing through the cars on 
the train, to see everyone reading the 
tracts. We do not believe that all of 
them will come into the Truth, but this 
is a wonderful witness. Some of them 
perhaps will be comforted until the 
future. 

A question was asked if Israel would 
be delivered after or before the res-
urrection of the ancient worthies. How 
is the permission of evil a blessing for 
the church and the world? Was the 
church elected before Adam fell? 
(Yes!) Are sinners begotten? Do we 
partake of the Memorial after our 
Lord is present? Should baptism be 
repeated?" A young sister told us she 
plans to symbolize her consecration 
this summer. A greeting of Psalm 91 
was given by Sister Ana. 

Adrian Hosu stayed home from 
school on Monday to spend the day with us. 
He plays the violin beautifully. Many hymns 
were sung and played. All of us then drove 
to a mountain lake where we enjoyed the 
sunshine and surroundings while talking on 
the things of the Lord. 

On Monday, May 25th, Brother 
Alexandru Calauz picked us up in Baia Mare 
about 2:15 PM and drove us to his village 
Girdani where about 25 brethren gathered. 
Brother Banc (his son lives in Cluj) arrived 
by horse and wagon. He took many breth-
ren back home after the meeting. We were 
asked if we knew what happened to the ark 
of the covenant. Someone present quoted 
from the book of Machabees. He was told 
that this was not inspired scripture. After 
being presented with a beautiful etched vase 
and picture frame, the brother drove us on 
to Ulciug where most of the brethren are 
Hungarian. There were about 40 friends 

See next page 
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present. The service required two transla-
tors (English to Romanian, Romanian to 
Hungarian). Greetings from Romans 1:10-12 
were given. 

"The Lord isMy Shepherd" was going to 
be the topic for consideration, but since the 
friends were singing "The Prospect" when 

we arrived, the subject was changed to "The 
Millennial Day". Questions followed re-
garding Elijah and the four places - the last 
being Jordan. "Has the harvest ended? Is 
the church in glory? Who will resurrect the 
great company? How may we know when 
the church is complete? Who will say the 
words of Revelation 19:7? Please explain 

Jeremiah 31:31. Can the fallen angels mate-
rialize? What does Daniel 12:2 mean about 
shame and everlasting contempt?" Greet-
ings of Psalm 20 and the May 20th Manna 
were given by Brother Hogye Franaisc. I 
Kings 8:56-62 and the March 18th Manna 
were the greetings from Brother Joseph & 
Sister Maria Imre. We spent the night with 

Brother and Sister Francisc 
Van. Brother Vari drove us to 
Cluj on May 26th. 

On the way to Cluj, we 
stopped at a village, and Brother 
Galis looked for brethren to see 
if they wished to have a meet-
ing the next day. We then 
dropped him off along the way 
where we were told he would 
walk 2 or 3 kilometers to his 
village. 

A meeting was arranged for 
May 27th. Seventy or eighty 
friends from various villages 
gathered at a community hall at 
the village Zimbor. The meet-
ing was scheduled for 8 PM but 
was late starting. The friends 
have livestock to take care of 
and other duties so some ar-
rived late. On the way, Sister 
Viorica Rosca stopped the car 
to pick up an 80 year-old sister 

who was walking to the meeting. When we 
arrived, we found Brother Galis tying his 
horse to the tree. He had arrived by horse 
and wagon. 

The subject for discussion was "The 
Resurrection". Questions followed: "How 
will the iron rod be used?. When will the 
New Covenant be established? Was Adam  

in the 2nd death?" About 11:15 PM the 
meeting ended. Greetings and fervent love 
to all those who love this Truth were given: 
Ephesians 1:8; Hymn40; 1 Corinthians 1:4-10; 
Romans 1:8-10; Ruth 2:12; Ephesians 4:10. 
We arrived back in Cluj after 1 AM. 

After a lovely lunch served by Sister 
Maria Brie on May 28, we walked to Sister 
Viorica's apartment. On the way, Brother 
Comel's Mother was waiting on the sidewalk 
to say goodby. She ran inside to get Brother 
Brie also. Brother Gheorghe and Sister 
Viorica Crisan drove us and Sister Elizabeta 
to Timisoara. We stopped for a brief visit at 
the side of the road with Sister Susana & 
Vasile Dan at the village Paniceni. The final 
night of fellowship with Sister Sylvia, Brother 
Alexandru Costisor, who came from Brasov 
to meet us, Brother Iancu Gaira, Brother and 
Sister Crisan and Sister Precup was very 
precious. There are about 12 or 13 brethren 
in Brasov. Brother Costisor sends greetings 
to the American brethren from the Manna for 
June 21st and 1 Peter 1. Brother and Sister 
Crisan send greetings of 2 Corinthians 
13:11,12,13,14. 

The next morning we bid Sister Sylvia 
and her husband goodby as they left for 
work. Brother Iancu Gaina directed us to the 
airport (we had to leave Sister Viorica Crisan 
behind as the car would hold only five). 
They waited as we passed through security 
(a very thorough one). The Boeing 707 took 
off on time about 9:30 AM for Amsterdam and 
Chicago. About 16 1/2 hours later we were 
back at our home in Fort Worth, thankful to 
the heavenly Father and our dear Redeemer 
for the wonderful blessings received on the 
trip. Ll 

"In the beginning - God" 

Who holds the patent and the rights? 
Time surely will reveal 

That men who make computers now 
Are guilty of a steal — 

They're plagiarists who copy 
God's designs and loudly cry" 

"I made the first computer —
I cast the original die." 

'Twas God - The Great Creator, 
Whom sinful men deny, 

Who made the first computer 
And planned the starry sky. 

Somewhere beneath our bony skulls 
His most unique design 

Connects our nerves and senses 
Through cables in our spine, 

Recording every impulse 
of joy or grief and tears, 

The colors of the rainbow, 
Tastes, smells, hates, hopes, fears. 

It prompts us when to rise and walk 
upon the earth's green sod —

Who made this great computer? 
" In the beginning. . . God." 

He is the One who first produced 
The wonders of this age — 

He is the Power behind the mind 
Of scientist, sculptor, sage. 

He owns the patent and the rights, 
And time will vindicate 

His claim to ownership and power, 
His right to rule the State. 

Who taught the bee the way to build 
An air-conditioned hive — 

With temperature at 94 
To keep its brood alive? 

Who gave the bat a radar set 
To guide it through the night, 

And miss the flying objects, 
And catch its food in flight? 

Who placed computers in our heads 
With thermometer cells 

That far surpass the late designs 
That IBM now sells? 
"IN THE BEGINNING — GOD." 

Sr. Mary Swigart (See Rest) sent this poem 
to the Newsletter from a brother in 
Vancouver, BC 
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Harvest News 
"Go and tell...How long 0 Lord!...until the cities are wasted without an inhabitant..." Isa. 6:9 - 12 

L. A. Burns Again! 
Bible Prophecy Being Fulfilled... 

 

An Editorial Ad 

 

Police brutality against a black is vindicated 
in the courts - and Los Angeles burns. Sparks 
fly and ignite violence in many other cities 

Our nation is shocked. The whole world 
is shocked. If the U.S. can't solve racial 
problems, who can? After 25 years since the 
riots in Watts, Newark, Detroit, racial hatred 
is still ready to explode at the slightest provo-
cation. Notwithstanding all the civil rights 
legislation and enforcement as well as at-
tempts at community level healing, racial hate 
is still smoldering. 

No doubt there was racial hate in the 
beating of a black Rodney King, in the jury 
acquittal of five white police officers, in the 
rioting and in the burning of businesses in 
Korean Town. Respect and love cannot be 
legislated. At the bottom of racial hatred is 
self-interest and selfishness. People are 
inherently selfish (Psalm 51:5, Romans 3:10). 
Our generation has been experiencing the 
prophetic time of unprecedented troubles 
(Daniel 12:1) that will bring our world order 
to an end. Civilization will self-destruct be-
cause of all the selfish works of those who  

dwell therein (Micah 7:13). Racial eruptions 
are rooted in economic or political privation 
- or both. Over 50 percent of young male 
blacks are unemployed. 

In addition to wars between nations, a 
major aspect of the "time of trouble" (Daniel 
12:1) is the death struggle between the eco-
nomic and political "haves" and "have nots." 
Both have self interests (Zephaniah 1:8-11). 
The "haves" and "have nots" divide into 
majority and minority races or social classes, 
such as capital and labor. Even wars be-
tween nations are caused by economic need 
- or greed. 

Racial eruptions are worldwide. In Yu-
goslavia, it is Roman Catholic Croatians vs. 
Greek Orthodox Serbs and the Serbs vs. 
Moslems. In the former Soviet Union, it is 
Moslems vs. Armenian Christians. Many of 
these Republics are seethimg with ethnic 
hatred that could soon erupt in wars. 

Wars, revolution, increased crime and 
violence, drugs and immorality, bank and S 
& L failures, as well as racial strifes, are all 
aspects of this "time of trouble." Selfishness- 

gone-to-seed is the cause of all these troubles 
that will culminate in anarchy. Zechariah 
14:13 

But the Kingdom of God will bring order 
out of chaos (Revelation 11:15-18). Then the 
roots of trouble will be eradicated. There 
will be equality and economic security for all 
(Psalm 72:2-4; Micah 4:4.) Man's selfish stony 
heart will be changed to a fleshly heart of 
love (Ezekiel 36:26). Then even those who 
died in the Los Angeles riots will come back 
from the dead for an opportunity for life in 
God's Kingdom (John 5:28-29 RSV). Of the 
increase of this government there will be no 
end. Isaiah 9:7 

Send for a Free Copy of: 
"What is This World Coming?" 
DIVINE PLAN, P. O. Box 144 
Edison, NJ 08818 

This ad was placed in New Jersey's larg-
est newspaper, Newark Star Ledger, on 
May 14, 1992 by New Brunswick N. J. 
Ecclesia. 

Another Exciting Week With Audiovisual: Israel 
Showings of Israel: Appointment With 
Destiny continue to inspire audiences 
nationwide. In May, 600 Jews saw the 
audiovisual in four New York synagogues in 
a two-week period. We are indebted to Br. 
Kenneth Rawson who sent (at our request) 
the following report. Ed. 

On Tuesday evening, May 5,130 came to 
see Israel: Appointment With Destiny at an 
Orthodox Synagogue in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Many were impressed with the fulfillment of 
so many Bible prophecies. It was an honor 
to be in Rabbi Shores Synagogue, since he 
is considered one of the great Rabbinical 
scholars in the U.S. His reaction was, 'one 
of the most inspiring presentations I 
have seen.' Then he proceeded to the 
back table like many others and purchased 
a video copy. 

On Thursday evening, May 7,330 jammed 
into the hall at an Orthodox Synagogue in 
Staten Island, N.Y. They kept bringing more 
chairs until there was standing room only on 
the side and back aisles. The audience was 
primarily young and middle-age married 
couples with their families. It seemed like 
everyone of the 330 present tried to shake 
hands with us and express their apprecia- 

lion. Little children came up and expressed 
their appreciation in Hebrew. The presi-
dent of the Synagogue said there was only 
one word that could describe the presenta-
tion - fantastic. He said, 'hundreds saw 
the program tonight, but there were 
many Hebrew school principals from 
Staten Island and Brooklyn present 
who are now buying video tapes and 
as a result thousands will see, Israel: 
Appointment With Destiny.' This is the 
thrilling ripple effect of our showings. There 
are Hebrew schools all over the country that 
have secured a video tape of Israel: Ap-
pointment With Destiny and have incorpo-
rated it into their regular curricula. 

During the showing Rabbi Marcus made 
his way across the hall in the dark to tell me 
how inspiring our production was. He is 
dynamic, very knowledgeable and involved 
with archeological digs in Jerusalem. He 
leads sessions in Washington, D.C. on a 
continual basis with Congressmen and their 
associates, dealing with the subject of the 
Bible and archeology. Some big names 
attend his sessions. He is going to show our 
Israel video at one of these sessions. 

We had a showing at a Reform Syna- 

gogue after their Shabbat (May 8) service. It 
was a small synagogue. They expected 
about 50 but were overwhelmed with over a 
100 turnout. The Rabbi was very impressed. 
He said, the next day at their Saturday ser-
vice everyone was talking about our won-
derful production. 

Reform Synagogues are a special thrill 
because Reform Jews don't believe the 
Hebrew Scriptures are inspired. However, 
after our showings, most are excited about 
their Bible. A Reform Rabbi now believes in 
a personal Messiah as a result of seeing our 
production. 

On the afternoon of May 18, we had a 
showing for the Sisterhood Club of an Ortho-
dox Synagogue in Queens, N.Y. It was for 
a smaller group so we used a video projector 
and 47 were present. Some were crying 
during the presentation. Many were holo-
caust survivors. They couldn't express 
enough appreciation and insisted we accept 
$100 donation towards the Russian and He-
brew versions. Many purchased video tapes. 

Israel: Appointment With Destiny 
60 Jersey Avenue 
Edison, NJ 08820 
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Divine Plan Program 
on Radio and Television 

Responses from interested 
Listeners 

Thrilled with the Divine Plan "About 
three weeks ago I tuned in to Channel 27 and 
when I heard the Divine Plan I was thrilled. 
I am sorry I did not know about this program 
before. It was so enjoyable. It reminds me 
of when I was in Jamaica...I enjoyed the 
explanation so much that I could not miss it 
another time so.. now I try to get up in time to 
listen and get the good understanding of the 
Holy Scriptures...Please keep up the good 
work for in times like these we all need this 
kind of guidance to keep us in line. I am 
trying to be a follower of Christ and want to 
be victorious. Thanking you for your 
teaching of the Holy Scriptures and awaiting 
your reply, God bless you." (Ont) 

"I feel filled listening to you" "Dear 
fellow laborer in Christ: I was flipping 
channels one Sunday night looking for a true 
word of God,,,and couldn't find one. They 
were all phony, teaching for doctines 
traditions of man, when I came across your 
beautiful teaching on God's words on 
Channel 30, and I feel filled listending to you. 
That' s just what God wants some of these so-
called teachers to teach but they are still 
blinded and refuse to humble themselves 
and go to God for directions. The biggest 
problems on TV today are so-called 
preachers teaching what seems right to them. 
Satan has their minds all perverted and 
twisted. Thank God for the few whose eyes 
he has lifted the veil off. God gave me the 
understanding wisdom to see the false 
prophet and stay away from them...Keep up 
the good work, I will be watching you as long 
as God permits you to stay on the air..." (Ont) 

God's Plan Simplified "On Sunday, 
February 16, I was waatching your program 
and enjoyed the way you simplified God's 
Plan for people to understand." (Ont) 

Ministry Appreciated "I'm not sure you 
mail to Canada but I do appreciate your 
ministry. It beams through to us in the wee 
hours of Monday morning and my wife and 
I stay up to watch it. Though I am not 
knowledgeable on dispensationalism I am a 
learning Bible College student. We find 
your dispensational viewpoint very 
interesting. Will you please send us a copy 
of your Creation Journal that you 
advertised. This would be much 
appreciated as I tend to read it earnestly. 
Thank you for your broadcast." (Ont) 

Program Watcher Two Years "I watch 
your program 'Divine Plan' on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 on Channel 12 (KNRR). I 
enjoy the show and it has taught me a lot. I've 
watched for two years now, when I get the 
chance, and I'm interested in your offer for 
The Divine Plan of the Ages." (MB) 

Incredibly Wonderful! "Yesterday was 
the first time I saw your presentation The 
Divine Plan of the Ages on the Vision 
network. Your presentation was incredibly 
wonderful. I most certainly will watch it 
every week. Please send me Lesson 168 and 
any other literature you may have. I am most 
interested and can hardly wait for it to 
arrive." (BC) 

"In studying the word, I search for 
the Truth..." "Received the two books 
Divine Plan Journal and Divine Plan of the 
Ages. These books have opened up the 
Scriptures to a better understanding for me. 
I am able to get your TV program on Sunday 
at 7:30 a.m. on Visions channel 28 out of 
Toronto. I have always felt that some 
ministries don't tell it like it is. In my reading 
and studying the word, I search for the 
truth..." (ONT) 

Had to be One of the Best... "I have just 
seen your marvelous program that comes to 
us on Vision TV in Toronto. It had to be one 
of the best inspirational programs that one 
could ever see. Well done. Would it be 
possible to get a copy of The Divine Plan. It 
surely would be appreciated in our home." 
(Novia Scotia) 

Not Enough Time to Hear More of the 
Truth "I believe it was the holy Spirit that 
directed me to turn on my TV set to Channel 
4 (WUVB, CBS), at six o'clock this Sunday 
morning and I unexpectedly watched your 
evangelistic program. The 30-minute 
program was so interesting that the time 
wasn't enough to fill my desire to hear more 
of the Truth, the jewel of your message. 
Please send me a copy of The Divine Plan 
of the Ages and Lesson 168, The New 
Creation and other free religious materials, 
or if not, please bill me the cost. I request my 
name and aaddress be included in your 
mailing list. Thank you very much and may 
God bless you all and your ministry." (ONT) 

Would be Thrilled to have "Bible vs 
Evolution" "I just saw part of your show on 
"The Buble vs Evolution" and it looked so 
interesting I would be thrilled to have it. It 
looks like a historical way of getting others 
who won't even pick up a Bible now, to get 
interested in reading it." (ONT) 

A Chronology Question "I saw your 
program on Canada's Vision Network a few 
days ago. From what I gather, you seem to 
teach that the plan of God consists of 49 
thousand years. Please tell me how you 
arrive at this reckoning." (BC) 

Program Sparked Interest "I've been 
watching your program for a while now and 
it has sparked my interest and curiosity and 
raised many questions in my mind. I would 
appreciate a copy of The Divine Plan of the 
Ages and any other pamphlets explaining 
the arches and diagrams shown in the 
badkground." (IL) 

Most Truth of God's Word "I am 
sending this small gift of $5. for your ministry 
which is the Most Truth of God's Word 
I have heard from a ministry in close to 30 
years..." (MI) 

Wants as Much Literature as Possible 
"I watched your program on Vision TV in 
Toronto... and requested literature offered. 
Could you send me as much of this literature 
as possible. Your program is excellent. 
What is Logos? Apostle, disciple, follower -
are these the same?" (ONT) 

Book Helped Students over 100 
Years "Please send me the free book 
offered on this Sunday's television program. 
You mentioned it's helped students for over 
100 years. I think the name is Divine Plan of 
the Ages. I watch your show every week. It 
helps me understand the holy Bible better." 
(KY) 

Curious About the Chart "I watch your 
show on Sunday morning and enjoy the 
lovely way you present your scriptural 
teachings. I am curious of the chart you show 
presenting the three world ages. Would you 
please send me a copy of this with an 
explanation if possbile." (TX) 

Prisoners Want Chart "Today was the 
first time we've see your program telecast by 
channel 40 Harrisburg (Channel America). 
My cellmate and I were very intrigued by 
your presentation. Therefore we would be 
very grateful if you would sign us both up to 
receive your Bible studies and Chart of the 
Ages..." (PA). 

Ft. Worth Bible Students 
P. 0. Box 4085 
Ft. Worth, TX 76164 
(819) 590-9379 
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National Religion Report 
Edward E. Plowman, Editor 	 Jan. 1, 1992 

Missionary work in the former Soviet Union and other Communist countries 

Internationa 

Campus for Christ trained more than 1,700 
Soviet educators last year in how to teach 
Christian ethics to elementary and high 
school students, Crusade officials 
announced. "An entire generation is about 
to be captured for Christ," proclaimed Paul 
Eshleman, coordinator of the ambitious 
project, in predicting long range impact of 
Crusade's work in the former Soviet Union. 

Under Crusade's teacher training plan, 
educators convene for a four-day seminar. 
The event kicks off by showing the popular 
"Jesus" film, based on the Gospel of Luke. 
During the first session in Moscow, Eshleman 
said 48% of those attending made public 
professions of faith, while 80% was inter-
ested in attending a regular Bible study. In 
addition, 96% agreed to show the film to their 
students. So far, Crusade has raised about $2 
million from donors to supply copies of the 
film for classroom use, an official with the 
Jesus Film project confirmed. 

About 300 Soviet employees of the 
Christian Broadcasting Network 
(CBN) have been busy opening truck-
loads of mail sent by viewers of several 
CBN television specials aired during the 
holiday season on the Soviet state-run Chan-
nel 1. Mail facilities in Moscow and Kiev 
were staffed prior to the broadcast of a 
children's program, "SuperBook Party," 
aired in November and December, a CBN 
official said. Two other specials targeting 
teenage and adult audiences were broad-
cast multiple times in the same period, she 
added. A poll taken by Moscow television 
authorities after the first broadcasts indicated 
that up to 30 million viewers watched at least 
one of the CBN specials. Michael Little, vice 
president of CBN International said he ex-
pected at least 15 million Soviet citizens to 
request free literature by end of the cam-
paign. 

Young Mongolians lured to Jesus 
by Rock music 

Raucous music and bizarre special ef-
fects helped lure thousands of young Mon-
golians to a series of evangelistic concerts 
sponsored by Youth With a Mission's 
(YWAM) Amsterdam-based rock group, No 
Longer Music. Band leader David Pierce 
said he was amazed that over 600 Mongo-
lians, along with 700 Russians, said they 
prayed and made Christian commitments af-
ter the unorthodox performances, staged in 
two Mongolian cities and advertised as the  

"No Sex Tour." (One of the band's current 
tunes advocates chastity, YWAM explained.) 
The pastor of one of the country's only two 
churches told Pierce that young people in 
the predominantly Buddhist nation identi-
fied with the band's radical style. "Sons and 
daughters of Genghis Khan are appealed to 
by loud noise, strength, and wildness more 
than anything else," he said. The pastor 
began a Russian-language service to meet 
the needs of the new converts. YWAM 
officials said there were only 100 known 
Christians in Mongolia prior to the tour. (Jan. 
1,1992) 

At least 25% of Mongolia's popula-
tion is expected to see the "Jesus" 
film this year in the formerly Marxist na-
tion, where a pro-democracy movement has 
introduced sweeping changes. The gospel 
motion picture, which premiered Jan. 11 in 
the capital city of Ulan Bator, is the first 
Western film Mongolian audiences have 
been permitted to view in theaters, Inspira-
tional Films officials said. Nearly 300 con-
gressmen and Mongolia's vice president at-
tended the first showing, which was planned 
with help from a government agency. (The 
first church in the predominantly Buddhist 
land of 2 million wedged between southern 
Siberia and China was established in 1990, 
and Christians were estimated to be only a 
few hundred last year.) (Jan. 27, 1992 Issue) 

The Christian Broadcasting Net-
work (CBN) is conducting a "spiritual 
revolution" all over the world by 
introducing Bible-based television 
programs to children and adults, CBN 
Vice President Michael Little said in an inter-
view at the ministry's Virginia Beach, VA., 
headquarters. CBN's popular "SuperBook" 
cartoon series has especially caught on in the 
post-Marxist countries of Eastern Europe. 
The 30-minute programs, developed for 
CBN in 1982 by Japanese animators, 
chronicle the adventures of two children 
and their robot, Gizmo, as they are trans-
ported back in time by a talking Bible to meet 
Adam and Eve, Jonah, Jesus, and other 
characters. In Romania, statistics showed 
about 9 million people watched"SuperBook" 
in early 1992, when it was aired nightly at 7:30 
on the only national network. When one 
million people requested a "Story of Jesus" 
booklet offered to viewers, postal officials in 
Bucharest asked local CBN staffers to help 
sort through the piles of mail, Little said. The  

cartoon even became a subject of debate in 
Romania's Parliament in February when 
Romanian Orthodox legislators, annoyed 
by the pervasive influence of the program, 
ordered it off the air. Little said the head of 
the Romanian Evangelical Alliance has since 
filed a religious discrimination report on the 
incident with the European Parliament. 
Broadcasts are set to resume at Easter. 

...More than 20 million people have 
indicated decisions for Christ in the 
former Soviet republics as a result of 
broadcasts of "SuperBook" and two 
TV specials aimed at teens and adults, 
Little said. A CBN office in Kiev received 2 
million requests for literature, and ministry 
officials are expecting a similar response 
when "SuperBook" begins airing in May on 
Albania's only TV channel. Broadcasters in 
Hungary, Bulgaria, and Czechoslovakia plan 
to televise CBN programs as well. (April 6, 
1992 Issue) 

Preaching to an Easter Sunday 
crowd of 50,000 in Red Square 
Bill Bright of Campus Crusade for Christ 

said he is more convinced than ever that the 
former Soviet Union is "the spiritual hot spot 
of the world." The Moscow rally was staged 
by Crusade and Bible Literature Interna-
tional, which provided 100,000 New Testa-
ments for citywide distribution. That evening, 
Crusade's author-speaker Josh McDowell 
and Southern Baptist pastor Adrian Rogers 
of Memphis led a service in the Red Army 
Theater. Bright said 98% of those attending 
the meetings made professions of faith in 
Christ. As part of its "New Life Russia" 
campaign, Crusade is sponsoring about 100 
staff in Soviet cities, and hundreds more 
short-term workers are expected to arrive in 
the various republics this summer. Reached 
in Moscow, Bright told NIRR that the task of 
evangelizing the vast region must be carried 
on swiftly because "the cults are moving in 
wholesale." (May 4, 1992 Issue) 

They call it "The CoMission." 
Their ambitious goal is to evangelize 
all of Russia and the other former 
Soviet republics by introducing 
schoolteachers to Christianity and 
then by training them to start Bible 
studies for other new converts. Since 
the project began a year ago in Moscow, 
more than 45 U.S.- based mission agencies 

See Religion page 18 
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Testimonies at Chicago Convention, May 23 -25: 

Learning by Experience 
Sr. Margie Hagensick, Chicago (IL). 
"I'd like to express my praise and thankfulness to the Heavenly 
Father for his grace and goodness to us through all the experiences 
we have been having. They have been blessings. One of the big 
blessings is you, dear brethren, that you have prayed for us so many 
times and the Lord has been hearing those prayers and been 
answering them. The Lord has taught us various lessons, among 
others appreciation and understanding of some of the problems that 
others have faced in their various experiences. It makes me realize 
that as part of the Sin Offering we have got to understand mankind, 
why they do what they do, what things affect their personality, what 
things affect their thinking, their attitudes. Through having some of 
these experiences we have a little better understanding of others 
and their experiences so if through these means we can be prepared 
to be part of that sympathetic High Priest, then Praise be the Lord. 
I wouldn't want to scrap any of the experiences. The Lord bless you 
all and thank you." 

The Afflicted Visits the Afflicted 
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago (IL). 
"The last time I was able to testify in front of you I was still in the 
hospital. I have been very thankful and rejoicing with you the last 
few months, being out of the hospital, getting renewed strength, 
being able to serve amongst the brethren. Secondly, I wanted to 
share some of the experiences of this past week. I was privileged 
to be five days in the Pacific Northwest, between Vancouver, Seattle 
and Portland. I felt like the healthy out there. So many were in much 
worse condition than I had been. They all sent their love but it was 
so good to see the spirit of love among them. At Vancouver we saw 
Br. Wilf McNee, who is very confined. He was able to get out for 
one meeting of the convention. Although his physical strength is 
weak the fellowship at the luncheon table was so uplifting because 
of the strength of the Lord. At the same table was Br. Norman Rice 
who is also somewhat failing in his strength. It was wonderful to see 
how the Lord was helping him. The one that thrilled me the most, we 
heard so much recently about was Br. Charlie Chamber's 
experiences with his near collapse. He was near to death's door for 
a while. He was out at the entire convention. It was obvious that he 
was weakened by his experiences, it was the same Charlie, bubbling, 
rejoicing always having some words of cheer. 

In Portland we saw some of the brethren that have been very 
recently afflicted and would really appreciate an interest in your 
prayers. You may not all know Sr. Louise Fitzpatrick, she is in a 
nursing home, she has had a heart stroke, cannot talk or very little. 
You can just barely make out her words. Her condition is very poor, 
but she was still trying to give forth. One word she got to say was [in 
response to] 'What was your favorite hymn?' I love to tell the story.' 
That was so true of Sr. Louise's life, always witnessing to others. Sr. 
Cele Molanaar the same way. Her condition has been very deterio-
rated also in a nursing home at the present time. Sr. Margaret Wills, 
may not many of you know but a sister we had appreciated for years 
in the Portland Area. Hospitalized with a bad heart condition, but the 
entire time in the hospital she was just reciting from memory, scripture 
after scripture, poem after poem of how the Lord had led her out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. That was a real cheer to us. Lastly 
Sr. Henrietta Stocker who has been quite sick with cancer but she 
looked healthy as ever was doing real well. 

My parents sent their special love, they are doing fine. That is why 
we went to Portland to spend a little time with them. We rejoiced to 
see that the Brethren, no matter what the physical condition is, what 
really counts is the spiritual condition that we can carry on into the 

next life, was strong, healthy and hearty and they rejoice and send 
their love to you and I am sure would appreciate yours to help bear 
up under their present experiences." 

Sister of Br. Gregory Bologa Writes 
Sr. Maria Czernia, Moldova. 
Sr. Maria has endured great physical afflictions over much of her 
lifetime, and wishes to share her experiences with the American 
brethren. Excerpts of her letter to an ecclesia in Michigan are given 
here. Ed. 

"...I write trembling with joy in tears that my pain in body, my 
heavenly Father made me pass before you brothers and sisters and 
you had a feeling for my deformed body. This happened in the 2nd 
World War, as though I was raised from death, and the Lord brought 
me also through Siberia, and now writing I've arrived to you! I can't 
find words for gratitude of God through His Son who suffered on the 
cross even death for all. But I only, being at the place of death, want 
to write you something of what I've gone through. 

"My mother told me when she had to deliver me, my father wanted 
to smother her because she didn't make the sign of the cross. I was 
in danger with her. Even he tried when I was three months, they built 
a house and a ball of clay fell on my face. With difficulty they saved 
me. At the age of seven years, I was bitten by a dog on the leg - the 
dog did not have rabies. At age of 16 years, I remained without a leg 
from the 2nd World War. For three days I lost blood without help 
and the leg gangrened. At the age of 19 years the war passed where 
I was in Romania in the hospital and I came on foot from village to 
village through bombs and mines. Afterward from illness of typhoid 
I knew nothing. Afterward there was a famine. We ate weeds. 
People were dying in piles. 

"In the year 1949 they took my parents and brothers in the flesh 
to Siberia where also Br. Bologa was for 14 years. I remained a poor 
invalid of the war, suffering. In the year 1951, I was myself taken to 
cold Siberia where for four years I couldn't get up from bed for 
illness. Three times between thieves in danger of death. I was in a 
car collision but I lived. I was poisoned in Siberia by some persons 
who were against the faith, but at the death camp I also was not spared 
the other difficulties through which everyone else passed. I was not 
exempt but thanks be to the heavenly Father who kept me until today 
when I arrived through writing also to you all who allowed me to 
weary you and take part of my trouble through which I've passed and 
do still. 

"Your pity [for me] for a wheel chair in which suffered a mother 
who had experience with trouble, and now you accept me as a mother 
and sister in Jesus Christ. (She refers to a wheel chair being sent). 
Many thanks [to brothers and sisters] for all the expense and service 
which they do for my body which suffered for the cross of Jesus 
Christ, witnessed for Him. Further, I'll write in Romania if there come 
some brethren to bring it to Moldava. If they can't I will go myself 
after the wheel chair... 

"...Where can I write for a Manna in Romania...and where can we 
obtain a Manna in Russian which Br. Bologa translates?... 

"Many changes take place in our country, Moldova, mixed with 
difficulties and we are puzzled about all these events around us. 
Pray for us to come protection of God over all people who wish for 
freedom from evil and difficulty. Our Lord Jesus Christ who wants 
that all be redeemed from death and trouble that all may live free of 
all suffering and in peace as the angels sang when the Saviour was 
born. 

"We had great joy when we saw Betty Precup on the photograph. 
She was with us in Moldova in our small house... 

"Read Psa. 67 and 124; Phil. 4:8; hymns 351 and 390 from all 
brothers and sisters in the Lord. Warm greetings as we say to you 
goodbye. To the Lord be glory and honor in the ages. Amen" ❑ 
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Brother John Edgar 
1862-1910 

John was born in Glasgow in 1862 and 
educated in the University of Glasgow in 
arts, science and medicine. He qualified in 
medicine, and in 1896 was appointed one of 
the surgeons to the Royal Samaritan Hospital 
for Women. In the course ofhis professional 
work, he was brought into close touch with 
much pain and sorrow and felt the need for 
the world's deliverance. He had himself 
experienced deep grief in losing four mem-
bers ofhis family indeathinthe spac.e oftwo-
and- a-half years. The plowshare of sorrow 
had thus done its part in preparing his heart 
to receive the "good tidings of great joy 
which shall be to all people." Luke 2:10 

Being brought up in the Presbyterian 
faith, he found the Calvinistic teachings of 
predestination and eternal torment far from 
satisfying. About this time, a Mrs. Sarah 
Ferrie was sent to Dr. Edgar for a mental 
examinationby herneighbors who thought 
her strange belief, that Christ had returned, 
a symptom of a mental disorder. Dr. Edgar 
found her mentally sound and received a  

witness. Shortly, Sr. Fenie returned withtwo 
friends: Br. Hemery and Br. Houston, with 
an explanation of the "Plan." Some days 
later he had to travel to the far north of 
Scotland and found opportunity to read The 
Divine Plan oftheAges . That was the most 
momentous day ofhislife. The Plan opened 
in all its grandeur and brought conviction to 
his mind. From that day forward the doctor 
made rapid progress in Truth and knowl-
edge. He showed a keen appreciation of the 
high calling, and considered it but a small 
sacrifice to surrender"mere earthly things 
for the hope of gaining joint heirship with 
Christ. 

Br. Johnbecame most diligent inhis study 
of the Bible, taking as his textbook the Stud-
ies intheScriptures. Very soon all who lcnew 
him became aware that Dr. Edgar's desires, 
hopes and ambitions were no longer cen-
tered around his professional career, but 
were set in heaven. All with whom he came 
into contact found him eager to speak of 
God's glorious plan. He always carried in a 
small constructed pocket, a Bible and a copy 
of The DivinePlan ofthe Ages in readiness 
to lend to any who should show an interest, 
and preferred to give the Volume than tracts. 
Br. Johncould make theTruth so simple and 
clear than even the slowest could under-
stand. He was one of the first elders to be 
elected by the Glasgow class. 

When his father died in 1903, he led his 
two small sons toward the casket and told 
them that Jesus died for all, that there will be 
a glorious resurrection of the dead. He then 
spoke of the love of God. The first public 
discourse the doctor delivered was "The 

Resurrectionofthe Dead." His popularity as 
a public lecturer rapidly increased, and his 
services were in constant demand at home 
and abroad. This cost him much nervous 
strain, and he suffered from headaches and 
sleeplessness. 

In 1906he and his family visited the U.S, 
and toured the many classes by railway. He 
lectured mainly on time prophecies and the 
Great Pryamid. He was then a guest of Br. 
Russell in Allegheny, Pa. Other lectures 
appeared from time to time in printed con-
venfion reports in Great B ritain and America 

Throughouthis ministry the doctor's aim 
was to introduce others to study for them-
selves the writings of Pastor Russell, and to 
encourage all who were already acquainted 
with God' sPlan. 

Br. John suddenlyfellmortallyillin 1910 
and suffered much pain which he bore with-
out complaint. He openly claimed the pro m-
ises ofGod 's Word and continued to encour-
age others to do so even in his dying hours. 
Sensing his last day of life on earth was 
passing, he was overcome with the joy of 
knowing that"todayIshall see my Lord and 
enter into His joy!" 

Aftersomeprivate interviews with family 
and friends, he had a few gather nearhis bed 
and asked them to sing. They sang sally two 
verses of "God be with you till we meet 
again." He opened his eyes for the last time, 
his face glowed with love - then earthly life 
faded away. He passed to his reward on 
June 9, 1910. 

(See "Memoirs of Dr. John Edgar" in 
Faith' sFoundations) 

The Divine Plan of the Ages 
from Great Pyramid Passages, Chapter II 

As the object of Great Pyramid Passages 
is to show how clearly the Great Pyramid of 
Gizeh in the land of Egypt, that "Miracle in 
Stone," as Dr. Seiss has named it, sets forth 
the plan of salvation presented in God's 
Holy Word, it will be necessary, in order to 
a proper appreciation of the subject, that the 
reader should acquaint himself with at least 
the outlines of that plan; but the more 
complete his knowledge of the plan, the 
more his appreciation of the Great Pyramid  

will increase, and sooner or later he will find 
himself fully convinced that the Architect of 
this marvelous structure could have been 
none other than God himself, and that it is 
indeed the Lord's "Stone Witness" in the 
land of Egypt. Then the wonder which may 
have been evoked in him by its immense 
proportions, the marvelous skill displayed 
in its construction, its great antiquity and 
quality of endurance, and the many scientific 
features which it embodies, will give place 

to a new wonder inspired by reverence for 
the infinite wisdom of God, when he reflects 
how the Great Architect, by a few simple 
Passages and Chambers, could portray in it 
the whole of his plan of salvation, not merely 
the smybolical features of that plan and the 
various dispensations into which it is divided, 
but even also all the important time-features 
marked off in the outworking of it... 

By John and Morton Edgar, page 27. 
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Three Books in Large Print 
Those with vision difficulties will appreciate 
the visual aids available in these large print 
books: 

The Divine Plan of the Ages $4.75; Daily 
Heavenly Manna $3.50; Songs in the Night 
$2.75. Postage is included in the price. The 
Miami Valley Bible Students Ecclesia, spon-
sor of the project, is also offering the books 
free of charge to those who request them. 

Send orders to: Miami Valley Bible Stu-
dents Ecclesia, P.O. Box 71, Piqua, OH 45356. 

Secretary Change 
North Seattle Bible Students 
Mrs. Peter Kirkham 
8515 - 224th Street, SW 
Edmonds, WA 98026 
(206)774-4020 

Bologas in Russia 
Br. Gregory and Sr. Jean Boloba left Friday, 
May 22 for a two-weeks visit to the brethren 
in Russia. 

Rosswick Tape Service 
The Rosswick sisters in Grand Island, Neb. 
are supplying convention discourses on 
cassette tapes to a number of brethren (many 
isolated) for a number of years. This notice 
is desired to inform others who may not know 
of it, that the service is available free of 
charge. For details please contact: Bible 
Students Tape Library, 1317 West Sixth 
Street, Grand Island, NE 68801. Phone (308) 
384-2175. 

Pope From page 1 

would have been impossible without the 
Pope's efforts and the enormous role, in-
cluding the political role, he played in the 
world arena. 

One of perestroika's especially important 
contributions in this regard was the passing 
of a law on freedom of religion... 

I am certain that the actions undertaken 
by Pope John Paul II are of immense signifi-
cance. I have already spoken of his high 
spirituality. I was also struck by his human 
qualities. Ina word, he is a great man: I would 
not wish to exaggerate, but it is my impression 
that the Pope is a great source of energy, and 
he elicits a deep sense of confidence. Pope 
John Paul II will play an enormous political 
role now that profound changes have oc-
curred in European history... ❑ 

A Radio Interview with 
Malachi Martin, Nov, 1991 

MM: The position now of Gorbachev is very 
comfortable. He has his think-tank in Moscow 
financed by Kohl of Germany and assured of 
funds for the future. He has a refuge across the 
border in Finland, and he has no restraints. The 
Yeltsin regime will not last. Gorbachev was 
recently on a trip to Germany where he was 
hailed - "Gorby! Gorby! Gorby!" Mr. 
Gorbachev is sitting pretty. He will surely come 
back. All the signs indicate that Yeltsin cannot 
last longer than this year, if that long. 

But the prospects for Mr. Gorbachev in the 
New World Order are very bright. Once Russia 
and the members of the Commonwealth join the 
EEC, there will be the need for a new leader - a 
moderate - popular with both sides. The head-
quarters for the New World Order will not be 
Strasbourg or Brussels, but a new thing called 
the CSCE, the Council for Security Cooperation 
of Europe, a 35-member organization. It will  

need a new dynamic head acceptable to both 
sides, and probably Mr. Gorbachev will be the 
head, and thus enter as the leader of the New 
World Order, unless there is an accident of 
history. 

Malachi Martin is the author of The Keys of 
This Blood and Vatican Insider ❑ 

Books Wanted 
Harvest Gleanings, Vol. II 
Br. Rolando Rodriguez, P.O. Box 2028 Church 
Street Station, New York, NY 10008-2028 
would appreciate hearing from anyone with an 
extra copy of Harvest Gleanings, II they would 
be willing to part with. 

Reprints of Watchtowers. Vol. III 
Sr. Helena Malinowski is seeking a copy of the 
Volume mentioned above, and would prefer the 
greenbound First edition of the Reprints, 1919. 
Address: 1701 Waverly, Trenton, MI 48183. 

Religion From page 15 

have agreed to join forces under the 
CoMission banner. The cooperative effort 
was begun after Campus Crusade for Christ 
began documenting impressive responses 
to its "Jesus" film in Soviet cities (NIRR 12/ 
16/91). Crusade then partnered with the 
Association of Christian Schools Interna-
tional and Walk Through the Bible to spon-
sor training convocations for educators 
throughout the republics. Donna Bahler of 
the Jesus Film Project said as many as 60,000 
teachers will be trained during the next 30 
months. Surveys indicate that 60% of the 
teachers who have attended the training 
sessions have made professions of faith in 
Christ. 

...Korean-run churches in Moscow 
have nearly quintupled in number, 
from three a year ago to 15 presently, and 
Russians are flocking to them, Korean pastor 

Billy Kim told NIRR after a recent visit to 
Moscow. Korean workers also are planting 
churches in a number of other cities through-
out the former Soviet Union. The majority 
are Presbyterian churches, he said. 

...Episcopal evangelist John Guest 
has opened a church planting school 
in Kiev, Ukraine, directed by local church 
leaders and staff of the Michigan-based John 
Guest Evangelistic Team (JGET). Working 
with Eastern European Seminary, JGET has 
esablished 55 new "home churches" in less 
than a year, a spokesman said. Next month, 
Guest kicks off his third year of mass cru-
sades in the former Soviet republics. This 
time, his itinerary includes an outreach in the 
Ukrainian city of Chernobyl. 

...Charismatic groups from Sweden 
and America are claiming lots of ter-
ritory in the former Soviet Union. 

Calvary International, a Jacksonville, Fla.-
based mission agency, has established a Bible 
school in Latvia and 31 churches in various 
republics. Most of the churches, which range 
in size from 50 to 1,500, are less than a year 
old, said Daniel Williams, Calvary's founder 
and director. Some of the 200 trainees en-
rolled at the Bible school are ex-KGB agents, 
he added. Williams, 37, a former Southern 
Baptist, told NIRR that what is happening in 
the Soviet region reminds him of the Jesus 
Movement of the early 1970's, "There are 
lots of spontaneous conversions, but church 
leaders are having a very hard time because 
they don't understand it," Williams said. (So-
viet Pentecostals, steeped in rigid tradition, 
often are offended by the worship styles and 
contemporary dress imported by American 
charismatics.) This summer, ministry teams 
from the United States will link up with Cal-
vary to start another 30 Soviet churches, 
Williams said. (May 18, 1992 Issue) ❑ 
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Conventions 
"To do good and communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased." Heb. 13:16 

July 3-5 New Brunswick, New Jersey Fourth of July Annual. 
Douglass College. Theme Text: Rev. 3:21, seven speakers. Fri. 
10:15am-8:30pm study: Book of Revelation; "Kernel Point" sessions 
Sat.: "What are Lessons from Gideon's Band - Present and Future?"; 
"What is the Mind of Christ?"; Sun.: "Is 1881 Really Significant?"; 
"What is Role of Church as Queen?" Direct inquiries to Secretary: 
Mrs. 0. B. Elbert, 113 Kamm, South River, NJ 08882. Ph. (908) 390-
1292 

July 3-5 Prince Albert, Saskatchewan N. Sask. Bible 
Students, East Central School. Six speakers, Baptismal. Information 
from Secretary: Mrs. Adam Siwak, RR 1, Prince Albert, Sask. Ph 
(306)764-7692. 

July 15-19 Louisville, Kentucky Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' 
Annual, Hurstbourne Convention Center in Louisville. Fifteen 
discourses including Baptismal Service, three Testimony Meetings, 
a Vesper Service, a Panel/Question Session on Theme Text: 1 Peter 
3:8 (RSV), and Public showing: "For This Cause." Registration 
handled by hotel in complex. Convention Secretary: James Heeg, 
1732 Merrydale Rd, Springfield, OH 45503-5914, Ph (513) 390-3246. 

August 1,2 East Amherst, New York Western New York Bible 
Students. Three speakers. For programs and information contact the 
Secretary: Mrs. A. MacAlister, 46 Paradise Rd, East Amherst, NY 
14051 

August 21-23 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students 
Annual Study Convention. Two topics: Establishment of the 
Kingdom, and Book of Esther. University of Portland. Secretary: 
Rhoda Ryba, 14690 SE 119th Ave, Clackamas, OR 97015. 

September 5-7 Jackson, Michigan. Jackson Bible Students, 
American Legion Post 29, 3200 Lansing Ave. Theme text II Peter 
1:10. Six speakers, Baptismal Sun. 1:30. Accommodations: Motel Six 
at 1-94 and U. S. 127 North (Exit 138 on 1-94. Make reservations 
directly with Motel Six and mention Jackson Bible Students for 
special rates. Phone - (517) 789-7186. Secretary: Mrs Ray Lumley, 
2531 Ashton, Jackson, MI49203. Phone (517) 782-7252. 

September 5-7 Villa Park, Illinois West Suburban (IL) Bible 
Students. Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd. at 
Roosevelt Road, Glen Ellyn. Theme text, Psalm 90:12. Nine 
speakers; Panel: Psalm 46. Accommodations: Mrs. Leonard 
Szczesny, 125 Charles Ave, Villa Park, IL 60181. Ph (708) 833-7110. 

September 26,27 Piqua, Ohio Miami Valley Bible Students, 
Y.W.C.A. 418 N. Wayne Ph (513) 773-6626. Four speakers. 
Information from Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 14791 Lampert 
Rd, St. Marys, OH45885, Ph (419) 394-4658. 

October 3,4 Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Milwaukee Bible 
Students. Secretary: Debbie Farchione, 8344 W. Forest Hill, 
Franklin, WI 53132. 

October 9 -11 Richmond & Washington, DC. Richmond, VA, 
at the Roslyn Conference Center, 8727 River Road. Six speakers.. 
Contact Mrs. K.R. Warren, 2805 Stonewall Avenue, Richmond, VA 
23225. 

October 23 -25 	Connellsville, Pennsylvania Connellsville 
Bible Students, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA Five speakers. 
Babysitting arrangements. Information from Mrs. Wesley (Toni) 
Cramer, RD 1, Box 326-C, Monongahela, PA 15063. Ph (412) 258-
2585. 

November 19-22 Fort Worth, Texas. Ft. Worth Bible 
Students, Ramada Inn, Loop 820 & Hyway 183, Hurst, TX (817) 284-
9461. Make motel reservations through the Secretary: Mrs. George 
Wilmott, P.O. Box 4085, Fort Worth, TX 76164. Phone (817) 590-
9379. 

Europe 1992 
August 8-14 Poitiers, France Sixth Biennial International 
Convention of Bible Students. Request information from 
International Convention, 1425 Lachman Lane, Pacific Palisades, 
CA90272 

Mid East 1993 
April 19-25 (Option 2- to May 1) Jerusalem, Israel 
Information from Mrs Russell Shallieu, Convention Secretary: 1011 
Johnston Dr, Watc hung, NJ 07060-6414 USA. Telephone: (908) 756-
4954. 

Br. Jack Campbell (died April 16) had been invited to give the 
welcome address at the Jerusalem Convention, and had already 
prepared its text. His welcome address will be given posthumously 
by Br. Paul Mali. Ed. 

Parting of Red Sea 
computer says possible 

Los Angeles Times March 13, 1992 

Computer calculations indicate that the 
biblical parting of the Red Sea, said to have 
allowed Moses and the Israelites to escape 
from bondage in Egypt, could have 
occurred as the Bible describes it. 

Because of the peculiar geography of the 
northern end of the Red Sea, researchers 
reported in the Bulletin of the American 
Meteorological Society dated Sunday, a  

moderate wind blowing constantly for about 
10 hours could have caused the sea to re-
cede about a mile and the water level to drop 
10 feet, leaving dry land in the area where 
many biblical scholars believe the crossing 
occurred. 

An abrupt change in the wind would have 
then allowed the waters to come crashing 
back into the area in a few brief moments, a 
phenomenon that the Bible says inundated 
the Israelites' pursuers. 

The authors of the theory are meteorolo-
gist Nathan Paldor of theUniversityofRhode 

Island and oceanographer Doron Nof of 
Florida State University. 

Although few experts are familiar with the 
report, oceanographer Gabriel Csanady of 
Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Conn., 
said the scenario was plausible. 

In theBible, there was water on both sides 
of the fleeing Israelites. Paldor and Nof 
speculate that the group crossed on an un-
derwater ridge exposed by the receding 
water. In that case, there would have been 
water on both sides. I:1 



THIRD DISPENSATION SECOND DISPENSATION 

FIRST 
DISPENSATION 

JEWISH 
AGE AGES 

TO COME HARVEST PATIV, CFIA 
NARY' .5)1 

GOSPEL 
AGE 

MESSIANIC 
AGE  

IA&  

1 

P.O. BOX 33 / CENTERVILLE, OHIO 45459-0033 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 	 ************* Al c- r)P. STATE IN 

7 

In This Issue 
Meet New Brethren 	 5 
Moldova Visited 	 7 
Br. John Edgar 	 17 
Large Print Books 	 18 
Red Sea Makes News 	 19 

News at Press Time... 
Afflicted—Br. William Geisinger (1215 S. Rapps Road, 
Phoenixville, PA 19460) suffered another stroke at his home 
on Sunday, June 14, which has affected his speech. He is in 
the hospital and doing as well as can be expected. 
A Death—Sr. Ruth Hagan of Altamont, KS died June 13 at 
age 93. Br. George Wilmott officiated at her funeral. 

Statement or Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami V alley Bible Students 
Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are it Editorial Committee. It is published as a 
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in 
the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and 
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the 
Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the 
Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinalmatters, 
of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information 
forpublication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items should 
be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume responsibility for 
their accuracy. 

Deadline for Fall Issue, September 1, 1992 
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To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. — 1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 

. that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

. that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that "Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a  

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
... that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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