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Bible group buys 'Lantern' ad 
to refute Holocaust hoax claim 

BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER 

Volume 21 / Number 1 / Spring 1992 

Was the Holocaust a Hoax? 
The Columbus, Ohio Bible Students answer in OSU Lantern Ad 

The large response by the media to the 
Holocaust controversy in Columbus, Ohio in 
late January is reflected in the collage below 
of afew of many headlines from newspapers. 

We asked the Columbus Bible Students 
to summarize for us the exciting events and 
opportunities of that week and since, and 
here is their response. Ed. 
The public is in an uproar over the recent 
attack of the "Holocaust revisionist" 
Bradley Smith who is purchasing ad space 
in college newspapers throughout the 
country discrediting the Holocaust as a 
hoax. Smith made national headlines when 
his full page ad, accepted as an editorial free 
of charge in the Ohio State University 
Lantern, devastated the Jewish community 
in Columbus, Ohio. 

But this seeming disappointment to the 
Jewish community has become the Lord's 
appointment in providing opportunities for 
the Columbus, Ohio brethren to bring a 
message of comfort to Israel! After Smith's 
editorial was published, several of the breth-
ren researched point by point Smith's inflam-
matory allegations against the facts and for-
mulated a message of comfort around the 
verity of the Holocaust and other truths from 

Scripture. We placed a $1,000 full page ad 
in the Lantern, and when the TV, radio and 
newspapers were alerted, all jumped at the 
chance to point the public to our article. This 
was a blessed providence in that all who had 
heard about Smith's article through the me- 
dia, now had the opportunity to read about 
truth through the same media. 

The point of the ad placed by the breth- 
ren was not to chastise Bradley Smith or the 
campus paper, but to seize the opportunity to 
present the Bible Student view of our Jewish 
friends as they fit into God's glorious plan to 
bless all the nations of the Earth! Jewish 
leaders have been moved to tears by the 
article and others have said they applaud our 
efforts in speaking out the truth. The article 
didn't waste precious space on Smith's claims 
except where they afforded the opportunity 
to provide comfort by contrasting them with 
the truth. The ad encouraged Christians to 
re-examine their views of Israel, and encour- 
aged Jews to trust in the promises of God 
given by their prophets. As a result, the 
Jewish community is "primed" to receive the 
"Israel: Appointment with Destiny" program. 

The brethren view Smith's tactic to reach 
out to campus papers as a clever one in three  

ways (the father of lies was behind this 
attack, we are sure): 1) Smith's insults 
transcend the issue of the Holocaust and 
appear to be timed for other targets. Now, 
when the news is filled with the discussions 

See Holocaust page 2 

Greetings in the Lord 
This issue of the Newsletter is favored with 
striking news of Israel and the Jew. 
Br.Kenneth Rawson reports on page 5, his 
amazing witness privileges among highly -
placed Israeli government leaders. 

Then, the showings of the Israel video to 
900 in Arizona (page 9) touches our hearts 
to hear the Jew respond to the promises of 
his sacred book. 

On a lower note, we mention the unprec-
edented rainfall and snow this winter in 
Israel, (page 14) causing floods, damage, 
and even loss of life; but a blessing nonethe-
less. 

Finally, the Columbus Ohio brethren's 
ad in the OSULantern against anti-Semitism, 
and all the subsequent publicity has opened 
hearts and doors for showings of the Israel 
video in the Midwest. ❑ 

Writer Claims Holocaust a Hoax 
By Bradley R. Smith Aea THE COMUUPORIAVIUSUE 	 *el 
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Columbus, Ohio Bible Students answer holocaust hoax claim 
2 

From page 1 

surrounding the peace initiatives, he is trying 
to throw doubt into the students' conscious-
ness of what small sympathy remains for the 
Nation of Israel. And he is trying to under-
mine the faith of those Jews already uneasy 
with their own heritage because of perceived 
embarrassment for being a Jew. 2) Young 
adults are the most vulnerable to conversion 
of any cause. They are at the age when they 
are formulating opinions on political, reli-
gious and social issues and when converted 
are the zealous, and often radical, in their 
commitments. 3) The press is vulnerable at 
this time, as well, as they struggle with the 
challenge of balancing the First Amendment 
- "Freedom of Speech", with the Ninth Com-
mandment - "Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbor." 

Smith is continuing to receive national 
attention. On February 26, CBS interviewed 
him as a portion of the program 48 Hours. 
Smith comes across as a sweet, old, white-
haired man just out to try to share his wealth 
of knowledge and insight with the naive 
world. But, fortunately, the context of the 
program theme was on the rise of hate crimes 
in the U.S., and Smith's anti-Semitic attitude 
was clear. 

The brethren in Columbus, Ohio would 
like to encourage brethren in other ecclesias 
to respond if Bradley Smith places his ad in 
their area. Certainly, we should not en-
deavor to hinder his intentions, but follow-
up with a message of truth and comfort. The 
brethren in Columbus would be happy to 
share their research and ad with those breth-
ren interested in a like witness opportunity. 
We have also composed an editorial which 
several campus papers have published free 
of charge as either an editorial or as material 
from which to draw up an article on the 
subject. (See follow-up activities resulting 
from the ad.) 

Let us all continue to pray for the lead-
ing and direction of the Lord's holy Spirit in 
providing for His work. We rejoice that soon 
Israel will recognize THE Messiah, both 
head and body! 

Follow-up Activities for the Ad of 
Comfort to Israel in 

The OSU Lantern 
• TV stations were called to obtain extra 

publicity about our support for the Jewish 
community - two stations responded with 
several news reports and interviews with the 
brethren. 

• The Columbus Dispatch followed-up 
by providing a substantial news report on the 
events surrounding the ad and favorable 
response from the Jewish community. 

• The Suburban News Publication pro-
vided free space in their papers for an edito-
rial. 

• The National News Network Radio 
conducted an interview with one of our 
brethren about The Lantern ad. 

• An invitation was extended to brethren 
to attend a future Holocaust survivors' din-
ner. 

• Toledo University's student paper, The 
Collegian called the Columbus Bible Stu-
dents requesting an interview about the Co-
lumbus ad. A news article was published the 
next day which was complimentary and 
comprehensive about our reply to Smith. It 
included an important quote, " 'Four thou-
sand years ago, (God) promised to bless ALL 
THE FAMILIES OF THE EARTH.—  

• The brethren in New Brunswick were 
alerted as to the intention of the Columbus 
class  to respond on a national level to Smith's 
ad. Because the purpose was to help promote 
relations with the Israel program and the 
Jewish community, we sought their advice. 
They contacted Jewish sources and the con-
clusion was that we should proceed with a 
press release and related materials to all of 
the colleges affected by Smith. 

• The following campus papers were 
contacted with Faxed press releases, copies 
of the ad and other supportive materials 
including news articles and editorials which 
followed the ad. All of the papers expressed 
great interest in reviewing the materials, and 
after a follow-up phone call to each, all 
requested a summary editorial for the pur-
pose of extracting quotes for articles or 
submitting as is for an editorial. Many 
recommended other papers that might be 
interested. These are included in the follow-
ing list: University of Michigan, 'The Michi-
gan Daily"; Duke of North Carolina, 'The 
Chronicle"; Cornell of Ithica, New York, 
'The Daily Sun'; Northwestern of Evanston, 
Illinois, 'The Daily Northwestern"; Univer-
sity of Virginia, 'The Journal"; University 
of Virginia, 'The Cavalier Daily"; Univer-
sity of Illinois in Urbana, 'The Daily Illini"; 
University of Illinois in Chicago, 'The Chi-
cago Flame"; and UCLA, 'The Daily Bruin". 

• Both Rutgers and Princeton Universi-
ties have been followed up by the New 
Brunswick Ecclesia. 

• In Si Louis, in the Washington Uni-
versity paper, Smith's ad was recently placed. 
Follow-up is being planned in this area 

• In an attempt to research which cam-
pus papers published Bradley Smith's ad in 
any form, the OSU Jewish Hillel Foundation 
was called. The request was turned over to 
the director of the Hillel who promptly re- 

plied with, "You people are great!" This was 
a real testimony to the intended purpose of 
the ad. He was most helpful in providing not 
only the campus papers involved with the 
Smith ad, but he also offered future assis-
tance at any time! 

• Brethren from the New Brunswick 
Ecclesia are contacting several Jewish orga-
nizations to share the materials with them 
and to hear their response. The hope is to also 
reassure them that comfort comes from not 
only New Brunswick, but also Bible Stu-
dents worldwide. 

• The New Brunswick class is checking 
into the possibility of sending an editorial to 
The Jerusalem Post. 

• When Mel Mermelstein came to the 
OSU campus to lecture on the recent lawsuit 
he won against Bradley Smith's organiza-
tion, several of the brethren attended his 
lecture and approached him afterward where 
he received a copy of our ad and a copy of 
the Israel video. The brethren have made 
efforts to attend other student rallies and 
lectures on the subject in order to witness to 
our position of support for the Jews. 

• The brethren in Oakland County, MI 
requested a talk by one of the Columbus 
elders summarizing the recent events sur-
rounding the Smith editorial and our re-
sponse. They are continuing follow-up in the 
UofM campus area by placing a revised copy 
of the Columbus ad in 'The Michigan Daily". 

• The Columbus brethren began to plan 
a follow-up effort on the OSU campus, when 
the Lord stepped in and provided for this 
activity in His own marvelous way! A 
brother in the class had brought a copy of the 
Israel video to the Rabbi of the OSU Hillel 
encouraging them to have a presentation. 
We later learned from the Rabbi that student 
activities had to be generated by the students 
themselves. Quite independent of the Co-
lumbus ad, and, yet, timed perfectly by the 
Lord, the brethren in New Brunswick re-
ceived a call from a student active in the OSU 
Hillel who had seen the Israel presentation 
out East a month before the Smith editorial 
appeared. He said that he had purchased a 
copy of the Israel program on video and 
shared it with the other students in the Hillel. 
They voted to sponsor the show on the OSU 
campus and plan to invite the Jewish com-
munity and also all the churches in the area 
They had no idea at the time of the affiliation 
of the New Brunswick and the Columbus 
Bible Students. Learning of the connection 
between the two classes confirmed to them 
that they had made a wise choice! What a 
thrill to see the Lord's timing in all of this, 
that the Hillel student saw the Israel show 

See Holocaust page 3 
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Afflicted and Isolated Brethren 
"Trouble and anguish have taken hold on me: yet thy commandments are my delights." Psa. 119:143 

■ Sr. Ruth Cramer (RD 1, Box 87, Vanderbilt, PA 15486) is 
bereaved by the loss of her husband Allen, a victim to wide-spread 
cancer, on February 15th. The grandson of a consecrated grand-
mother, Allen was sympathetic to the Truth. He attended the 
Connellsville conventions and greatly enjoyed talking with the 
brethren. It was his wish to have a Truth funeral, and the service 
was conducted by Br. Jim Heeg. A relative at the post-funeral 
gathering said that more funeral discourses like that one should be 
given. 

Allen is survived by his wife Sr. Ruth; three sons, brothers 
Duane, Randall and Wesley: and a daughter, Virginia. 

Sr.Ruth and family wish to convey their heartfelt thanks to the 
brethren for their phone calls, flowers, cards and letters of encour-
agement, and especially for their prayers. The outpouring of love 
has been overwhelming. 

The entire familyis rejoicing in the many overrulings of the Lord 
during this experience and is accepting it as one of the "all things." 

■ Sr. Agatha Pearson (P.O. Box 442, Tipp City, OH 45371-0442) 
continues to cope with chronic ills with a beautiful acquiescence. 
Now, required to submit to still another surgery, it was scheduled 
for March 23 at the Methodist Hospital in Indianapolis, IN. She 
appreciates the prayers offered on her behalf and requests a 
continued interest at the heavenly Throne. 

■ Br. Andrew and Sr. Helen Jarmola (5833 S. Normandy Ave, 
Chicago, IL 60638) greet us with Rom. 15:13 (GNB). "Helen and 
I appreciate the Newsletter and read it from beginning to end in one 
sitting. We read with interest Br. Ken's article, 'Water! The Crucial 
Issue in the Middle East,' on Feb. 2. Imagine our surprise and joy 
to see an article in our Chicago Tribune on Feb.3 on the very same 
subject... 

"January will be a month we will long remember. Helen had a 
Modified Radical Masectomy on Jan. 3. Sixteen years ago she had 
the first one on the opposite side. In both cases the cancer was 
detected by an annual mammogram very early so she did not require 
any radiation treatment. 

"Andrew was in the hospital Jan. 26-29 with a bleeding gastric 
ulcer ... a few units of blood took care of the problem. We are both 
doing well. We have no complaints because we know whatever we 
may have to go through now is less than nothing compared with the 
magnificient future God has in store for us." 

III Sr. Eva Peddemors (222 Walker St, Piqua, OH 45356) had been 
partially incapacitated since last October due to aggravated ar-
thritic symptoms. Recently she had recovered sufficiently to attend 
Sunday meetings, though at great physical effort. Then on Feb. 15 
she was hospitalized for 5 days and numerous tests which revealed 
an inflamed pancreas. Medication for the problem soon restored 
her appetite and though yet very weak, Sr. Eva is making a good 
recovery. She and the ecclesia members are anticipating her return 
to Sunday meetings. The Wednesday evening meetings are in her 
home. 

Sr. Eva wishes to express her deep gratitude for the flowers, 
visits, phone calls and cards received, and most of all for the prayers 
offered on her behalf. She said: "They helped to carry me through 
a difficult experience. As always, the Lord provided beautifully for 
all my needs and I praise His Name!" 

III Br. Carl Hagensick (20 W.143 Hillside Lane, Downers Grove, 
IL 60516) In a recent call to the Hagensick residence we were 
delighted to hear Br. Carl's voice answering the telephone! He 
spoke in his usual rapid, animated style - ideas chasing ideas - which 
rendered note-taking difficult. He assured us that he is doing very 
well, rejoicing and active. Since home he has resumed his Class 
activities - serving as Chairman of the Fourth Sunday Convention 
in February, and leading Thursday Night Studies. Also, he has 
accepted out-of-town Convention appointments and has good 
hopes of serving the International Convention in August, d.v. 
Retired now, Br. Carl is dedicated to full time service of the Truth: 
study, writing and activities of that type. He expected to pick up 
his specially equpped car on March 2 anticipating the mobility it 
would give him. 

He came home early from the hospital on Jan. 31, but went back 
on Feb. 11 for minor heart surgery - an arthurectomy - a procedure 
to open clogged arteries. One artery was 80 percent clogged where 
it enters his heart on the right side. He was conscious throughout 
the procedure and watched it on a monitor. On Feb, 12 he returned 
home, the day originally scheduled for his first homecoming! 

We were touched by his gratitude to the Lord for this permitted 
experience, also to the members of his household who are minis-
tering to his needs. While there is much inconvience to himself and 
others, he said it is difficult to watch how others in the home are 
affected by his incapacity. He is especially concerned for his dear 
wife Sr. Margie who has the heaviest burden of all. Her faithfulness 
in attending his needs moves him deeply, he said. He enumerated 
and commended several who have been and are now there doing 
valiant service to Sr. Margie and himself. Yet, there is still a real 
need to find help to relieve Sr. Margie of a portion of her burden. 

On the whole, Br. Carl is maintaining a magnificient spirit which 
he says is only possible because of the brethren's prayers on his 
behalf. We would urge all to be faithful in these heavenly requests 
that he might be enabled to maintain his joyful attitude and 
resignation of spirit to his plight. 

■ Sr. Ola Harvey (c/o Mrs. George Dearing, E. 1932 Knox St, 
Indianapolis, IN 46227) continues to be cared for in a nursing home, 
which address was published earlier. However, recently mail to 
that address has been returned though she is there. Her daughter Sr. 
Frieda Dearing told us that her mother no longer reads due to poor 
eyesight, and asks brethren to send her mail to Sr. Frieda's address. 

Sr. Harvey is experiencing the closing stages of her life - able to 
hear but little, unable to read, and generally uncomfortable physi-
cally. We understand that she responds best to the singing of a hymn 
as these beautiful words and strains cheer and lift her spirit. 
Surely, she needs our prayers. ❑ 

Holocaust From page 2 
well before the Holocaust article, and was so 
moved at just the time when the Columbus 
brethren were planning a follow-up witness 
on the OSU campus! 

• The Columbus brethren have had count-
less personal witness opportunities and are 
receiving numerous reports from around the 
country of brethren who have been blessed 
with witness experiences as a result of the 

OSU ad in response to Smith's attack on the 
Jews. We rejoice with them in the provi-
dence of the Lord and give Him all the praise 
for such a blessed privilege! ❑ 
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Entered Into Rest 
"I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gayest me to do." John 17:4 

■ Sr. Vivian Hawk, age 67, entered into 
rest on August 19. She was a faithful 
member of the Allentown Bible Class for 
many years beloved by her brethren who 
write of her: "She traveled to many conven-
tions over the years. Her beautiful voice 
was heard and appreciated by all. She was 
a kind, loving, unselfish wife and mother. 

"Vivian was also an artist, painter and 
poet. She wrote many poems and many of 
her children's poems were published." 

Surviving are her husband Frank, sons 
Timothy and Jack, a daughter Barbara, and 
granddaughter Rebekah. Her cousins Mar-
garet Young and son George are active 
members of the Allentown ecclesia. Br. 
George Young gave a eulogy at her funeral 
service which was conducted by a minister. 

The poem on "Love" following was writ-
ten by Sr. Vivian many years ago. 

"Learn...Love...and Live 
Is God's eternal law. 

But a Love such as 
easy sentiment 

scarcely understands. 

No flame on straw 
to flit and flicker 

till it's heat is spent.  

The Love burns 
slow and steady 

in its pit, deep down 

And covered in the soul's secret room 
tended and fed 

with careful hand, 

And bit by bit drawn up 
until it must consume 

the very heart it heats, 

And self is gone 
and Love is... 

All in All 

Reaching out to touch, 
oh so tenderly, another 

and bear him on. 

No need too slight, no labour 
ever too much. 

Only such a constant 

All-absorbing flame, 
burning but to serve, 

is worthy of its name. 

■ Sr. Sylvia Kabaker finished her earthly 
course in a nursing facility on Jan. 29. She 
was 69. Sr. Slyvia had suffered the loss of 
a leg at a young age, but was able to work 

and bring up her two children. In her latter 
years, she became a diabetic and lost her 
sight as a result, but maintained her home 
until two months ago. 

When Sr. Sylvia heard the Truth from a 
Polish sister, she found it so logical she did 
not hesitate to consecrate her all to the Lord 
Jesus Christ though a Jewess by birth. Im-
mersed in 1951 she was a member of the 
Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia for over 
40 years. It is said of her that she always had 
a ready testimony of thanks for the Lord's 
care and guidance, and her appreciation of 
the Truth. She leaves a daughter Lee 
Manzuk, Box 8391, Bartlett, IL 60103, who 
is favorable toward the Truth, a son Howard, 
and three grandchildren. 

■ Sr. Minnie Mokeski of Detroit, Michi-
gan finished her course on Jan. 21 in her 
90th year. The widow of the late Paul, she 
was the mother of a son, 2 daughters, 10 
grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren and 
3 great-great-grandchildren. Br. Walter 
Blicharz conducted her memorial service 
on January 23. 

■ Br. Carl Herbert Shanessey of Port 
Colborne, Ontario finished his course on 
January 19 at 71 years, He is survived by his 
wife Sr. Violet, a son James, a daughter 
Patricia White, and four grandchildren. Br. 
Bruce Clark conducted his funeral service. 

Bible Students Aid Foundation 
The Trustees of the Foundation publish 
herewith a report of their activities for the 
period ending December 31, 1991. Ed. 

December 31, 1991 marked the end of the 
fourth full year of operation of the 
Foundation. Again this year, we were made 
keenly aware of the heavy burdens being 
carried by some of our brethren. 
Consequently, we disbursed to these 
brethren nearly every dollar of grant money 
legally available to the Foundation under 
the terms of the trust. We rejoiced in the fact 
that our loving Father provided for these 
needs. 

We again wish to acknowledge the many 
cards and expressions of thanks written by 
those who received aid. Not only is the Lord 
pleased with a thankful heart, but the notes 
of thanks (all of which are forwarded to the 
trustees) provide us with the means of know- 

ing that the aid was received from the bank. 
Also, we express our gratitude for the 

generous monetary contributions, the 
prayers, and the support that were made on 
behalf of the brethren in need. We espe-
cially appreciate the prayers which have 
gone up on behalf of the trustees so their 
decisions will be such as most glorify the 
Lord and benefit His little ones. Although 
we do not solicit contributions, we are happy 
to remind the brethren who have contrib-
uted that their gifts to the Foundation are 
deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
We ask that you continue to remember the 
works of the Foundation and the brethren 
involved therewith in your prayers. James 
2:15,16 

For those in need, application forms may 
be obtained from: Bible Students Aid Foun-
dation, Citizens Fidelity Bank & Trust Co, 
Citizens Plaza, Louisville, KY 40296. 

Financial Report 

Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 1991 

Total aid granted to brethren 
	

$23,968. 

Contributions received 
	

15,705. 

(All contributions were added to the 
principal fund) 

"Who then is a faithful and 
wise servant, whom his lord 

bath made ruler over his 
household, to give them meat 
in due season." Matt. 24:45 
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In November 1991 Br. Kenneth Rawson and 
Br. Paul Balko made a trip to Israel. A 
report of interviews they had with 
government officials and religious leaders 
follows. Their purpose was to maintain the 
support there they already have for the 
video program, Israel: Appointment with 
Destiny and to establish and broaden that 
support.Ed. 

Since our trip paralleled the Peace 
Conference in Madrid we also presented 
Scriptural insights related to the peace 
process. The Vatican served notice on 
Israel that they expect to be involved in the 
peace process when Jerusalem is on the 
agenda. This gave us an opportunity to 
explain the theological reason for the 
Vatican's opposition to Israel having the 
Bible Jerusalem; also to leave with each 
government official a copy of an article we 
wrote for the Jewish Press on the Vatican. 

We were able to meet again with Mr. 
Harry Hurwitz, Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister, and Head of the Depart-
ment of Diaspora (he maintains contact 
with all the Jewish communities throughout 
the world). He is very supportive of our 
work, and of the prospect of our video (a 
Russian version) going into Jewish commu-
nities in Russia. Following are his observa-
tions on the peace process. 

In the Syrian delegate's opening state-
ment he said "... all people of the region 
should live together in peace and brother-
hood." He did not say: "people in the 
region." This was great propaganda going 
out over the airwaves. To the Arabs "people 
of the region" excludes Jews who, they 
claim, are not of the region because "Jews 
do not belong in the region." Hurwitz was 
more optimistic about attaining peace with 
Jordan since Israel has no territorial dispute 
with them. The Israeli government has 
concerns that the U.S. and other world 
powers will force Israel, somehow, to grant  

the Palestinians an independent state which, 
Israel feels, they could then use as a launch-
ing pad to attack Israel. 

The U.N. and Land Compromise 

The U.N. Security Resolution 242 
(adopted Nov. 22, 1967) is agreed by all to 
define the conditions the Israeli-Arab peace 
terms must meet. During our meeting with 
Hurwitz news came that Hans Tabor (cur-
rently Denmark's ambassador to Norway) 
made a public statement that Israel's inter-
pretation of Resolution 242 was correct. 
The personnel of the Prime Minister's Bu-
reau were elated. 

Hans Tabor was the rotating president of 
the Security Council while Resolution 242 
was being drafted, and as Denmark's For-
eign Minister he led his country's delega-
tion to the Security Council when Resolu-
tion 242 was adopted. The question is 
whether the article the should be used in the 
translation of the controversial phrase of 
Resolution 242: "...from territories" (some 
territories) or "from the territories" (all the 
territories) occupied by Israel in the '67 
War. Israel claims it fulfilled this when it 
gave back the Sinai to Egypt, which was 
over 90 percent of the territory it won from 
the Arabs in '67. The Arabs claim that Israel 
must withdraw "from the territories it occu-
pied in the '67 War. 

Hans Tabor said: "The controversial 
Resolution 242 does not demand Israeli 
withdrawal from all of the territories that it 
captured in 1967." He observed that En-
gland drew up the resolution that was 
adopted by the UN. This English version 
plainly stated "from territories." A French 
translation was made later in which the 
definite article des preceded the word "ter-
ritories." Generally, the French language 
uses the definite article, but not always with 
the same meaning attached as to the defmite 
article in English. The Arabs insist that the 

French translation with the article "the ter-
ritories" is correct. However, Hans Tabor 
said, "The English version is the one we 
formulated at the Security Council." 

This is confirmed by Eugene Rostow 
who was U.S. Undersecretary of State at the 
time. He wrote: "Five-and-a-half months of 
vehement public diplomacy in 1967 made it 
perfectly clear what the missing defmite 
article in Resolution 242 means. Inge-
niously drafted resolutions calling for with-
drawal from all the territories were defeated 
in the Security Council and General Assem-
bly." This controversy is especially inter-
esting to Bible Students as we face a similar 
problem in translating John 1:1: "The Word 
was (a) God" or "The Word was (the) 
God.". 

Israel and the Vatican 

Dr. Shaki, the Minister of Religious Af-
fairs had already given us a letter of com-
mendation, so we met with Uri Mor who is 
Head of the Department of Christian Com-
munities, and discussed the Israeli 
government's inter-action with the Vatican. 
He was aware of the Vatican's demand to be 
a part of the peace process when the issue of 
Jerusalem is on the agenda. When we gave 
him the theological reasons for the Vatican's 
opposition to Israel having Jerusalem, he 
said this new insight put the Vatican's words 
and actions in a new perspective. He has 
regular meetings with the head Vatican 
official in Jerusalem, who acknowledges 
that Israel gives all Christian churches pro-
tection, freedom and full access to their 
holy places. Yet, in the Vatican's quarterly 
publication from Jerusalem, they state the 
Israeli government is harassing their holy 
places and suppressing the Palestinian Chris-
tians. 

We discussed also the Intemational Chris-
tian Embassy and other Christian groups 
claiming to be non-proselytizing friends of 
Israel. Uri Mor said the Israeli government 
is well aware of their missionary connec-
tions. With that comment my heart skipped 
a beat. Some of us, as Bible Students, claim 
to be non-proselytizing friends of the Jew-
ish people, but there are other Bible S tu-
dents who are beaming a Christian message 
by radio into Israel. Each Bible Student has 
liberty to do what he feels is right. 

"Born-Again" Christianity Now Taught 
in Russia's Schools 

Campus Crusade (a fundamentalist Chris-
tian missionary organization) we have 
learned, cut a deal to have so-called Chris- 

See Leaders page 6 
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Leaders Receive Witness from Pages 

tian fundamentalism taught in the Russian 
school system. When we warned both 
Harry Hurwitz and Uri Mor of this, the latter 
upon hearing it exclaimed: "Impossible!" 
The Israeli Ministry of Christian Affairs 
had received assurance from the Vice Presi-
dent of the Russian Republic of complete 
religious liberty in their school system. 
Since then we sent documented proof that 
Campus Crusade had conducted a number 
of seminars in Russia with about 2,000 
school teachers, training them to teach its 
version of Christianity to students. Forty-
eight percent (of the teachers) made a com-
mitment to Christ, and eighty percent ex-
pressed interest in attending a regular Bible 
study. The Crusades' "Jesus" video is being 
supplied to 65,000 state-run schools. Ninety-
six percent of the teachers agreed to show 
the film to their students. Tares are spring-
ing up all over the world. 

Scientist, Ideologist, Politician 

Israel's Dr. Yuval Ne'eman is Minister 
of Science & Technology, and Minister of 
Energy & Infrastructure. We had a meeting 
- our first- with him. Ne'eman is the fore-
most supporter in the Israeli government of 
the Med-Dead Channel. He is also Head of 
Tehiya, a party to the right of Shamir's 
Likud that is actively involved in the settle-
ment of the West Bank. As Head of the 
Knesset Settlement Committee, he is the 
one responsible for the so-called new settle-
ments which Bush and Baker are critical of. 

Ne'eman is fearful that the U.S. will 
force Israel to compromise land for peace. 
He told us he might pull his party out of 
Shamir's coalition (he did resign in January 
from Shamir's cabinet). The guidelines, he 
said, for negotiations agreed upon by 
Shamir's coalition requires that Arab States 
absorb all the Palestinian refugees. Of the 
1.5 million so-called Palestinians in Gaza 
and the West Bank, 750,000 are of refugee 
status. There is some sympathy in the Bush 
administration for this concept. 

Med-Dead Channel 

The Dead Sea is dangerously low due to 
diversion of water for irrigation from the 
Jordan River before it reaches the Dead Sea. 
A channel (Med-Dead) to carry water from 
the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea would 
presumably solve this problem. The Dead 
Sea has the greatest concentration of min-
eral wealth in the world. A cheap source of 
electric power generated by the tremendous 
drop of waters from the Mediterranean Sea 
to the Dead Sea would provide the electric-
ity for the electrolysis process to extract this  

mineral wealth. (Some feel this mineral 
wealth might be the spoil of Ezekiel 38.) 
The head of the Dead Sea Works (a com-
pany extracting some of the minerals of the 
Dead Sea) said that within 10 years after the 
completion of the Med-Dead Channel, Is-
rael would be one of the wealthiest nations 
in the world. 

Ne'eman has a two-stage plan for the 
development of the Med-Dead Channel. 
Stage one is the construction of a pumping 
station which he as Minister of Energy has 
already ordered. It would form the final link 
of the Med-Dead Channel. In the interim, 
it would pump water 1300 meters above the 
Dead Sea at night when electricity is cheaper. 
The free-fall of this water during the day 
would create cheap electricity. The esti- 

Dr. Yuval Neeman and Br. Ken Rawson 

mated cost of Stage two, the actual Med-
Dead Channel, is two billion dollars, and 
would require approval by the Knesset. 
Ne'eman first presented this project in 1984, 
but has been pushing it during the last two 
years as a means of providing jobs for the 
great influx of Russian Jews. The jobs 
created over the next ten years for the 
construction of this project would help solve 
the absorption problem. 

We left a video tape with him, and have 
since received a strong letter of commenda-
tion from Dr. Ne'eman. He said: "It is my 
hope that as many persons as possible - Jews 
and non-Jews - will see your program for it 
is essential that they do so." 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Thinks in 
Areas of Gray 

We were to have had a meeting with 
Benjamin Netanyahu but the peace process 
had started and he was in Madrid. Instead,  

we met with a senior member of that minis-
try who also negotiates with the Vatican. 
We cannot give his name (he said if we 
quoted him publicly regarding the peace 
process he would deny it). His amazement 
was great upon hearing the theological rea-
son for the Vatican being opposed to Israel 
having the Bible Jerusalem. He gave me the 
name of the third-ranking person in the 
Israeli Embassy in Washington, D.C., and 
requested that I maintain contact with him. 
He said the Vatican State is angry that they 
were not invited to Madrid. He referred 
continually to the Vatican as a power, a 
state, a government becase all nations ac-
cept it as a civil government as well as a 
religious entity. Sounds like the Book of 
Revelation. 

Vatican to Seek Improved 
Relations with Israel for Involvement in 

Peace Process 

He (spokesman for Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs) observed that the peace process 
will take at least five years. There is a thirty 
percent chance the process could break 
down and result in another Israeli-Arab war, 
and a thirty percent chance that actual peace 
will be achieved. It is possible that Israel 
might give Syria complete sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights if Syria agrees to lease 
the Golan hack to Israel at fifty- year inter-
vals to keep the Jewish settlements intact. 
In this manner, both sides could save face. 

Israel is eager to negotiate with Syria 
because she has always abided by past 
agreements. For example: in Lebanon, 
Israel has sky rights. Israeli planes can fly 
all over Lebanon, including the Beka'a 
Valley. Syrian planes can only fly over the 
Beka'a Valley. Syria has never violated this 
agreement. 

Israel will not give up any of Jerusalem, 
but there may be a building here and there 
under Palestinian sovereignty that will have 
autonomy in certain areas of the West Bank 
but not a Palestinian State. Israel might 
demand that Jordan be de-militarized as a 
buffer zone between Israel and Iraq. There 
might be a minimizing of borders with a free 
flow of peoples from each nation. All of 
these ideas are possibilities he envisions, 
but he will not permit his name to be at-
tached to them. 

We also had thrilling meetings with reli-
gious leaders and rabbis, but this is another 
story we will hold for the future. Fach 
religious and government leader received a 
video tape of Israel: Appointment with Des-
tiny and vie know they viewed it. This is a 
witness in itself. We thank the Lord for this 
opportunity. I:1 

Br. Kenneth Rawson 
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Sr. Junko Kamada: "It is wonderful to 
have this assembly of brethren. The 
convention theme is 'The Law of the New 
Creation' (hymn #166). Thirteen (4 
American and 9 Japanese) attended. I wish 
you were here too." Eph. 4:14-19 

We also include the greetings of Br. & 
Sr. Yamano and Sr. Minami who were 
unable to attend because of illness. 

Etsuko Nomura: "Our road is narrow. It is 
difficult to keep on studying for me. But, I 
believe that God help me. I'll always make 
effort and pray." 

Br. Owen & Sr. Peg Kindig: "It has been 
very rewarding to see how God has given 
the increase to these brethren after 
the watering from the American 
brethren. God waits in patience for 
the fruitage and we must learn this 
lesson also. Words can't explain the 
emotions of our experience on this 
trip. Sr. Peg and I join in sending our 
Christian love to all of you and thank 
you for your prayers on our behalf. 
May you all realize the constant 
nearness and care of the Lord in your 
life." 

Kayoko Katsuno: "We are enjoying 
Convention with Tod and Kyle in 
Toyohashi. Brethren's discourses 
encourage us to study about the Truth." Psa. 
91 

Tatsumi Katsuno: "We are very much 
rejoiced to see Tod and Kyle. We are very 
happy to have nice convention with much 
help of brothers and Sr. Kindig, Peg, Tod, 
Kyle. Thank you very much for American 
Bible classes for sending wonderful 
brethren and sister. 

Michiko Fukuzawa: "We had a nice 
convention at Toyohashi. I'm interest in 
study of the Pyramid." Rom. 8:28 

Norio Fukuzawa: "The power of my soul 
has been increased. (Psa. 138:3) The power 
to fight against sin, to serve the Lord and the 
brethren, to sacrifice my time, money and 
energy, and to bear the hardships of life and 
rejoice in them. I have nothing to fear as the 
Lord is leading me by His spirit. (Psa. 23) 
Whenever Br. Owen was here, there were 
some miraculous changes in my life. This 
time I have more wonderful changes in 
myself than ever happened." 

Akio Naito: "It's only two days 
Convention, but I really enjoy preach very 
much. I hope we can meet someday." Psa. 
46:1 

Kindigs' Further Privileges 

Mrs. Minami, who had been witnessed to 
by Emi Shirae and Mari Isoda as a close 
friend, attended the meetings periodically. 
During our stay there she became a regular 
attendee, which required two hours travel 
each way. She has poor health, so often she 
would come one day ahead or stay one day 
extra and request special studies along with 
some other brethren. Her questions were on  

the Plan of the Ages, including justification, 
sanctification, witnesses of the Spirit, etc. 
After a discussion regarding Rev. 18:4, she 
decided to leave the church and resign her 
membership. It is thrilling to see her progress 
in the Truth and spirit. 

Through Sumiko Sugiyama, a close friend 
of the Japanese brethren and us (we stayed 
in her upstairs apartment about 5 different 
trips), Peg was introduced to Hiro Yajima. 
Hiro-san had lost a child through illness,  

and several miscarriages. This caused her 
to turn against God and stop studying the 
Scriptures. Sr. Peg witnessed to her and 
after explaining the permission of evil, death 
and resurrection, gave her a consolation 
booklet, Because of the extreme distances 
involved and shortness of time, we were 
unable to get together until we met her at the 
airport prior to our departure for the States. 
She had translated the consolaion book and 
received a rich blessing from it. 

See Japan page 14 
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Our Brethren Speak 
"I will praise thee, 0 Lord my God, with all my heart; and I will glorify thy name forevermore." Psa. 86:12 

Testimonies from Chicago at the New Year, Dec. 28,29, 1991: 

New Lessons in the School of Christ 
Sr. Margie Hagensick, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. We are 
thankful to all the brethren for prayers on our behalf. The Lord has 
been answering them and giving that strength of soul, thanks to your 
prayers. We do appreciate them very much. We look upon it as 
coming into a new lesson in the school of Christ. We've had various 
courses to go through - some of them easier, some harder - but each 
one has its set of lessons and now the Lord is having us enter upon 
a new course of experience. It is an interesting course and will have 
its own new set of lessons, and we hope that we will be overcomers 
and pass the test. We don't want to skip any of our courses because 
we couldn't graduate without them. We are looking forward to 
finishing our course, hopefully it won't be too many years before 
the whole church will be on the other side of the veil. The Lord 
knows how many, we'll let Him count them. We try to learn. 

May the Lord bless each and every one as we enter the New Year. 
You have all been very, very supportive and wonderful, and it has 
really helped a lot. Thank you so much. Love from Carl. The fact 
that he is very cheerful has made it much easier on us. Lord willing 
he will enjoy your fellowship tomorrow." 

Hope of Father's Resurrection Brings Tears of Joy 
Br. Ken Osterman, Grand Rapids Ecclesia. 
"...I'd like to give thanks to my heavenly Father for his Son, the 
Lord Jesus, and each of you that remembered me during the death 
of my father. This was a very emotional time for me, but it wasn't 
so much the death of my father that brought me to the point of tears 
as attending the funeral High Mass. I was an altar boy growing up, 
and I served at many High Masses. My father was a well-liked man 
and the church was full, the choir was singing and I practically 
started crying just walking in and hearing the singing. During the 
Mass...I was literally sobbing, and my family and those who saw 
me must have felt that I was expressing great loss. Though it was 
part of it, I was crying tears of literal joy because I see that my father 
is not in purgatory, as a little card they gave out at the funeral home 
said, 'Lord Jesus send thy precious blood to quench the flames.' I 
was crying tears of joy because I see the Truth that my Dad is dead 
and that Jesus Christ died that each one might have life. Jesus said, 
'If I be lifted up I will draw all men to me,' and I have 100 percent 
faith in that. I appreciated Br. Gene's thoughts about Satan's 
masterpiece this morning because it is 'alive and well.' My father's 
death brought something else out - it has more or less reinvigorated 
my siblings to think about their lives. This past Sunday my brother 
had his two daughters and three step-daughters baptized into the 
Catholic faith. They know what I believe - they even call me 'the 
religious one' of the family - but they don't know the Truth. It 
doesn't matter how I present it, it's as recorded in John 7, even 
Jesus' brothers didn't believe him....It's the call of God, 'No man 
comes unto Jesus except the Father draw him!' I give thanks for so 
many opportunities to understand precious truths..." 

"We Are One Family of God!" 
Br. Carl Hagensick, Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia. "Brethren, 
I don't think you can realize the joys in my heart to be here today. 
It's jut like being home. I was afraid that I might be emotional but 
I'm going to try not to be. That's where my tears come in. The 
thankfulness I have, first to the Lord for permitting this experience, 
and I am finding it one of the richer experiences I've had in my 

Christian life. Its been very filled with blessings, been filled with 
new challenges, new learning experiences and in many ways I can 
see the Lord opening up wider fields of service to Him through it. 
So I appreciate that, and am very happy for it. 

"There is another level of appreciation I do want to express. You 
know they have jokes about how the medical profession is all for 
the doctor's wealth, I think Hallmark got wealthy on this one. The 
outpouring of cards from the brethren was just beyond belief and 
that's one thing that makes me very emotional. The other day there 
were 96 cards. It took me two hours to read them. But it was a 
beautiful experience. I don't know how many there were all 
together - just hundreds. I very much appreciate that love. I 
appreciated so many brethren feeling that it must be a trial, but I 
must tell you that it has not been. So far it has been just a real solid 
blessing from the Lord to have this privilege of identifying with so 
many, the opportunities at the Center to spread a word of cheer, to 
share the experiences of those who are there that I never could have 
shared otherwise, or empathized with. Now I can see why so many 
are down, even though I myself have not been. And to have the 
opportunities that are there, I see how fortunate I am that although 
a large part of the body I do not have, yet the Lord has spared the 
importaant parts so that I can still be used by Him if I keep myself 
faithful. Brethren, pray for me to that end that I may be faithful. 

"I do want to use this whole experience as a positive blessing -
so far, that is what it has been. I realize that times may come when 
I may get depressed. They haven't come yet. But when they do, 
I know I have a strong support community not only of a wonderful 
family that stands by me, but all the brethren here in Chicago and 
nationwide and worldwide, that we are one family of God. This is 
my one chance to express it collectively to all of you. I hope after 
the first of the year to write a letter, it will be a form letter, one that 
I can send to each of you to express that appreciation more 
personally. In the meantime, take this collective thanks as out of a 
thankful heart." 

The Times Are Getting Very Difficult 
Br. Robert Gray, New Brunswick, NJ Ecclesia. 
"I called Br. Carl a week or so ago and couldn't believe I was talking 
to a person who had gone through such an experience as he has. I 
think you are seeing that very thing now yourself One thing we 
want to do is be there in the days and weeks ahead when times might 
not be so easy for Carl and Marge, and for Mom Parkinson and 
Cher-El and Joanna, and for everyone else in their household - a lot 
of them. 

"I really appreciate the privilege of being with you all here at 
convention, it is a joy to see each of you... The year passed by with 
a lot of very difficult experiences for some of us. I would like to 
thank you for the outpouring of love that we received in various 
ways through the year from you in many different ways. Also, I 
wish to ask your prayers for the coming year ahead. I think we all 
realize that the times are getting very difficult. The society is very 
fragile with its economy in spite of the fact that the President can't 
understand why so many people are concerned about the economy 
and said so, which is surprising, but nevertheless he's kind of 
puzzled. We realize that times are getting rough for people and 
each of you remember the brethren in this way realizing that they 
are going to go through some difficulties, as the months and years 
pass by. I would also like to elicit your prayers on behalf of our 
family as we try to serve the Lord, Our family has gone through 
some changes this year. 

See Brethren page 10 
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Showings of Israel A.V. In Arizona 
Surpasses Expectations 

We thank Br. Kenneth Rawson for this 
inspiring account of Jewish reactions to his 
video, Israel:Appointment With Destiny. 
Ed. 

Although it is considered a poor time by 
the Arizona Jewish community, we arranged 
a series of five showings during the week 
following New Year's because Br. Richard 
and Sr. Shirley Evans would be available in 
the area with their A.V. equipment. All we 
had to bring were the slides and computer 
tape of the sound track. 

Jewish organizations did all the advertis-
ing, provided the halls and the audiences. 
There were five showings in six days in 
which 900 viewed Israel: Appointment With 
Destiny despite the heavy rains for much of 
the week. We sold over 130 videos and have 
been getting more orders by mail. 

Friday evening we had 130 present even 
though it rained hard. This was a presti-
gious Reform Synagogue with some no-
tables present. The State Chairman of the 
Republican party was very appreciative. 
His wife wanted 8 videos. Rabbi Plotkin, a 
noted name nationally, said the showing 
was superb. Later in the week in a phone 
conversation the Temple Administrator 
asked many questions about the present 
Messianic times and said she would aliyah 
(emigrate to Israel). 

Sunday morning, January 5 we had a 
showing at Temple Chai (Reform) where 
the president chose our showing to revive 
their Adult Education program. The most 
they could hope for was 150, but were 
delighted with a turnout of 300. The re-
sponse was very enthusiastic. They couldn't 
believe Christians could give a message 
like this. One said it took a Christian to 
make a production that a Jew should have 
made long ago. Many parents said their 
children made aliyah (emigrated to Israel). 
The president of Parents of North American 
Children Who Aliyah came up and said -
"Every Jew in the United States should see 
this production." One man introduced him-
self as a professional multi-media producer 
for 12 years. His productions utilize up to 
14 projectors. He said this was one of the 
best he has seen, the selection of slides and 
music was superb. In telling him we were 
a group of amateurs, he replied, "The differ-
ence is you have a vision." 

Monday evening, January 6 we had a 
showing at a small Orthodox Synagogue. 
The Rabbi expected 50, but with torrential 
rains an hour before the showing, 40 came 
out. A Polish Holocaust survivor told us of 
an experience he had in Poland when a 
priest lured him and other Jews into a build- 

ing. The priest slammed the door and 
shouted "Christ Killers" while others beat 
them with clubs. Many said, they couldn't 
believe we are Christians because the spirit 
of our message is so loving. One man went 
on to say, "If it turns out that Jesus is 
Messiah, that would be wonderful." He was 
crying. 

On Tuesday, January 7 the Jewish Fed-
eration of Tucson planned a luncheon show-
ing. The reservations more than doubled 
the Federation's expectations. Over 140 
present. All the leaders of the Jewish com-
munity were there along with other no-
tables, such as, college professors, etc. They 
were amazed that a message so Biblical 
could be so factual yet inspiring. Others 
said it was the first time they heard their 
Scriptures explained so clearly. It was the 
most intellectual audience we have had. 
What was so thrilling was these people 
really believed the message. 

On Wednesday, January 8 we had a 
dinner showing at a Reform Temple in Sun 
City. There was a $15 dinner for the Temple 

members. The general community was 
invited free for the showing which fol-
lowed. While 146 of us were enjoying the 
dinner, the foyer was filling up with the 
general public, some Christians but most 
were Jewish. There was a total of 300 for the 
showing. One said he learned more about 
the Jewish Bible in one night than he did in 
a whole lifetime. Many said they never 
knew their Bible taught so much about the 
new State of Israel. Others said we gave 
them a hope they never had. Several said 
they came very skeptical but now have 
more confidence in us than in their Rabbis. 

After the question period, the Rabbi gave 
the closing remarks. He seemed to be 
sensitive over the great enthusiasm for our 
showing. He said, "The film was very 
messianic but remember, Jews are more 
messianic than Christians." Then he said,  

"When Messiah comes, he will not be seen 
riding on a donkey or descending from 
heaven, but everyone will know he is here 
by the conditions on the earth." When told 
we agree with that, he was speechless. 

Before leaving for Phoenix, a reporter 
from Sun City interviewed us for three-
quarters of an hour by phone. To avoid 
being confused with the Society, we stated 
the Bible Students were founded in the early 
1870s by Pastor Charles Taze Russell but 
had their roots in the Second Adventist 
movement of the early 1800s. The icing on 
the cake was that a Christian couple came 
out because of the Second Adventist refer-
ence in the newspaper article. Their church 
originated in the Second Adventist move-
ment. They have since attended several 
Bible Student meetings. 

Other Showings 
Since the beginning of 1990, we have 

had 51 showings of the Israel production. 
Three of which were public meetings. The 
remainder were for Jewish organizations 
whose special events calendar is generally 
from Nov. 1 to May 15. The overwhelming 
majority of these were synagogues. The 
attendance generally ranges from 40 to 300. 
The average attendance is about 100. The 
response is always very enthusiastic. The 
comments after each showing are quite 
similar to those foregoing. Since the mes-
sage is very Biblical, we are gratified for 
this enthusiastic response. 

Selling videos after the presentation, has 
greatly expanded the scope of the message. 
The videos are shown to family and friends 
who in turn write us to order videos. In 
addition to videos the brethren possess, we 
estimate there are 1,100 to 1,200 of our 
videos circulating among Jewish people. 
Additionally, we know of two individuals 
who have duplicated over 100 each and are 
circulating them. 

We have had showings in Reform and 
Conservative synagogues from the start. In 
the last year the Lord opened the door into 
Orthodox synagogues. The Lord has opened 
doors we never dreamed possible for giving 
this message of comfort. By the Lord's 
grace, we have commendations and coop-
eration from Israeli Government leaders, 
the former Russian refusniks, secular lead-
ers, prominent Rabbis and leaders of the 
three segments of Judaism, publishers, edi-
tors and academic leaders in the Jewish 
community. We need your continued 
prayers. If anyone has any questions or 
suggestions about our message of comfort 
to the Jewish people, we will be happy to 
consider them. ❑ 

Israel: Appointment With Destiny, 60 
Jersey Avenue, Edison, NJ 08820. 
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New Brethren in hrist 

"God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord." 1 Cor. 1:9 

Immersions 1992 

At Warren, Mich., Feb. 15: 
(From Oakland County Mich, Bible Students) 

Sr. Diane DuBose (left), saw "Divine Plan" Program on TV five 
years ago; 

Sr. Deborah Clark (right), had witness from Sr. Rose Palmgren as 
co-worker, later, saw her at Michigan fair booth. 

Brethren from page 8 
We would like to have you consider coming to the New 

Brunswick Convention....The work that some of the New Brunswick 
brethren have been involved in has been blessed through the year. 
We are thankful for that. We are thankful for the many lessons the 
Lord has showed us letting us see the work of the Lord's hand 
throughout the nations. I think that we are pretty startled along with 
the world the way the Soviet Union has come apart, but I think that 
we are also aware that the Lord is very powerful and behind the 
scenes is doing a very great work. We would like to be a part of that 
work on each side of the veil and to that end I pray for you and ask 
you to pray for us." 

"I like to think the Lord sent that little dog!" 
Sr. Lorraine Baker, Senatobia, Mississippi. 
"I bring the love of the brethren from the deep South. My heart is 
so full of things to tell you and one is, I would like to be a better 
witness in 1992. I had an experience in November I want to relate. 
I had gone for a walk with my husband on Saturday evening and a 
little dog followed us home. It was a kind of puppy and real cute. 
I liked it but he said, 'Don't feed it or pet it because it will never go 
away.' On Sunday morning it was still on our porch, and as our class 
only meets once a month I thought I would go for a walk in the 
morning - and if I went back to where this dog followed us maybe 
he would find his way home. I went back with the little dog 
following me, and at the end of a block there was a lady raking 
leaves. I asked if she recognized the little dog, and she said she 
didn't. Then a man drove by and half-waved to her. She said, 'He 

thinks I'm a heathen' and I asked what she meant. 'I don't go to 
church,' she said, 'it's not that I don't believe in God, but I have not 
found a church where I can be happy.' Then she asked me where 
I went to church, and what I believed. I've never had this happen 
to me before. Usually, I keep waiting for someone to ask me 
something but she just started talking, and I told her about the Bible 
Students and a little of what we believe. She started to get real 
excited as I told her about the Kingdom, and said, 'You need to tell 
my friend, Linda.' The next thing I knew, I was sitting around the 
kitchen table with this other lady and telling them about the 
Kingdom. In the meantime the dog took off. I think he found his 
way home, but it was so exciting for me....I guess I'm shy 
sometimes, which is strange because I teach school and am always 
up there in front of a classroom, but I do want to be a better witness 
for the Lord. Two ladies who are on the faculty of the college where 
I teach seem interested in future Bible studies. I ask your prayers 
that perhaps something will come out of this. But if it hadn't been 
for that little dog I never would have walked that way, so I like to 
think the Lord sent that little dog to me. 

Letters of Testimony 
Home Education 
Br. Will Lynn, Elk Grove, CA Ecclesia. 
"In the Spring of 1991 my wife Pamela volunteered as a teacher's 
assistant at our children's elementary school. Sr. Pamela worked 4-
5 hours a day with a variety of different teachers and students. After 
she completed the first week, I noticed that she was mentally and 
physically drained. She expressed that she was disappointed with 
the school system, that it was an ungodly place, and she felt 
uncomfortable there (1 Tim. 6:11) I told her that we had moved into 
this particular school district because of its quality schools, and it 
could not be as bad as she said. Weeks passed by and my wife 
continued to express her concern about the ungodly principles that 
the school was teaching, and I continued to make excuses for their 
ignorance. 

"One Wednesday night on our way to meeting, my son said in 
conversation, 'We are just animals, just like whales.' I asked him to 
explain. He said that in science class they were teaching that man 
was a mammal, animal. I refreshed his memory of creation, and he 
accepted it, but I felt discontent with what he had said. Then while 
I drove, my wife explained to me the other teachings she had ob-
served at the school: 

1) The children have rights, enforced by the state, which are 
above religious teachings while at school; 

2) The children are free to control their own lives, standards and 
ideals. The power to succeed is within themselves — Isa. 55:8,9; 

3) They are encouraged to explore other religions, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Greek gods, humanism, etc. - Acts 13:10; 19:26-28; 

4) Sex education, follow your desires, but use birth control. 
Abortion is a right and is necessary to control the population - Acts 
15:20; 1 Thess. 4:1-4,7. 

"My wife began to cry, explaining the rebelliousness of the 
children and the ungodly standards of the school and its teachings. 
She said she wanted to home school! 

"During this summer we discussed home schooling. We prayed 
about it, asked the brethren's counsel, researched it, and met fami-
lies that were home schooling their children. My wife and I made a 
decision to home school our children, Ryan, 12, and Melissa, 9. 

"It has not been easy, but most things worthwhile are not. Our 
children were well-adjusted and well-behaved before they were 
taken out of state-run (public) school, and while we were apprehen-
sive, we see that their hearts are turning more to each other and more 
towards spiritual things. My children are also becoming more 
humble and obedient than I thought possible. Proverbs 4:1-5..." 

See Brethren page 11 
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Serving Our Brethren 
"Walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work." Col. 1:10 

Chicago Ecclesia Offers More Study Helps 
The Chicago Bible Students Ecclesia 
continues to bless the brethren at large with 
their industry in providing many services; 
and in reprinting and recording new 
combinations of Br. Russell's writings for 
brethren's convenience and enjoyment. 

The Reprints on Tape 
"How many brethren would like to have the 
Reprints on tape?" is the question the 
Chicago Bible Students wish to have 
answered. The brethren there have been 
recording Reprint articles on tape and have 
now completed the year 1915. Each tape 
contains one or two articles and both 
brothers and sisters are participating in the 
reading. The tapes may be purchased for $2 
each, or taken on loan and returned. 

Expanded Comments Offered In 
One Book 
The Chicago ecclesia has announced that 
the Expanded Comments are available now 
in one volume. Printed on India paper and 
approximately one-and-one-half inches 
thick, it contains all the contents of the three 
Expanded Comment volumes. The cost is 
$16.50 plus $2 postage. 

Manna, Songs in the Night 
in Pocket Size 
This project of the Chicago ecclesia 
combines the contents of these two books 
(on India paper) in one pocket size volume. 
It will be approximately 3 1/2 x 5 1/2 inches. 
Printing is to begin in March and, hopefully, 
the book will be available at the Chicago 

Convention, May 23-25. Also included is a 
bonus of daily devotional reading for each 
of seven days of the week. Five days of this 
material was compiled sometime ago by Br. 
Wilf McNee of Vancouver, BC, and the 
book's sponsors have added the two 
additional days. Prices are not available at 
this time. 

Library List of Taped Discourses 
A complete list of all discourses given at 
Chicago in the past seven years, and all the 
Memorial studies for that period may be had 
for the asking. These tapes are available on 
loan to anyone requesting them. 

For all or any of the Chicago ecclesia offer-
ings given foregoing write: Chicago Bible 
Students, P. 0. Box 6016, Chicago, IL 60680. 

A New Look for the Newsletter 

Postal rate increases since February 1991 
indicate that the Newsletter should adopt a 
new format to meet letter size requirements 
and save mailing costs. The dimensions 
cannot exceed 6 1/8" x 111/2". Our present 
format is rated as a flat at $.146; letter rate 
is $.111, a savings of $.035 per piece. 

Currently we are experimenting with a 
format one-half the size of our present one, 
but it has some limitations for efficient type 
design. Another choice would be to elimi-
nate the present saddlestitch binding, staple 
the pages together and fold down to one-
half its present size to qualify for the letter 
rate. This note will alert our readers to 
expect the soon arrival of a Newsletter with 
a new look. 

WHY 
ARE 

YOU A 
CHRISTIAN ? 

This new booklet published by the breth-
ren of New Brunswick, NJ ecclesia deals 
with the two salvations and shows in a 
practical way the training of the Church for 
the blessings of the world. Cost is ten cents 
each, plus postage. Address orders to: Bible 
Students Congregation of New Brunswick, 
60 Jersey Ave, Edison, NJ 08820. 

Secretary Change 

Portland Area Bible Students 
Mrs. Charles Ryba 
14690 SE 119th Ave, 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

Notes by Br. Frey 

"Our Wilderness Wanderings" by the late 
Br. Anton Frey has been produced by the 
Portland Area Bible Students and is 
available for $2.00 each, postpaid. Order 
from: John Knapp, 4634 N. Concord, 
Portland, OR 97217. 

"...This one thing I do..." Phil. 3:13 

Brethren from page 10 
Thankful for Newsletter 
Br. Wilf & Sr. Berna McNee 
"Dear Brethren: Greetings in the name of our Saviour, Jesus. We 
have enjoyed reading the accounts of the experiences of many 
brethren and all the facts and figures concerning their activities. 
There, apparently, is a considerable amount of work to be 
completed in this 'time of harvest.' It seems that the test of faith is 
still very important and today, as through the Age, our faith is being 
tested by this seeming delay in manifesting the Kingdom in the 
earth. 

"It cannot be manifest until the spiritual phase is complete. This, 
of course, could be more or less, 'soon' because there are brethren 
who will reach their 'reward' earlier because of a life-threatening 
disease, etc. We are happy to say, that as said by Br. David Chastain, 
`God takes care of the timing!' ..."U 

Dramatic Turn in Israel's Water Crisis 
This winter the windows of heaven opened and poured out a 

blessing of rain and snow that the land of Israel could not contain. 
Israel has been devastated by storm after storm of unprecedented 
rain and snow. Jerusalem has had over 16 inches of snow. There 
has been much damage but Israel is elated over the long range 
picture. Rivers and streams that have been dry for years are flowing 
again. The Sea of Galilee is so high that the flood gates into the 
Jordan River will have to be opened. Water is being pumped from 
the Galilee to replenish underground aquifers. The "Century Flood" 
theory does not explain this winter since there was a"Century Flood" 
in the winter of 1968-69. Could this be the Lord's way of showing 
his pleasure with the massive immigration of Russian Jews? Israel's 
Water Commissioner said, Israel will need two or three more years 
of above average rainfall to be out of the water crisis. 
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We welcome to our columns another letter 
from Br. ArdenBausch inlsrael of which we 
give excerpts and the fascinating item from 
the Jerusalem Post which he sent. Ed. 

...Since last July tourists have come to 
Israel in record numbers and the Israelis 
themselves have desired to get out and have 
holidays. We have been packed at the Guest 
House all summer and autumn right down to 
Thanksgiving. We also had booked quite a 
few during Hannukah, but the surprise record 
rainfall we have had all last month has 
caused people to cancel reservations 

December was the wettest month since 
Israel became a State in 1948. There were 
floods and swollen rivers that even swept 
some people away. The whole country has 
turned beautifully green and the very low 
level of the Sea of Galilee has risen nearly 
six feet since a month ago. And on New 
Year's, heavy snow fell on all the high hills 
and places in Israel. Jerusalem was isolated 
for 4 or 5 days, and parts without electricity. 
Many big trees came down due to the heavy 
snow. If this rain continues all winter, we 
will be washed away by Spring - plus all the 
snow melt. 

It is exciting to hear how the Lord is 
opening doors and providing opportunities  

for the brethren to communicate in Eastern 
Europe, Russia and Ukraine also. We can 
only trust and pray that the Lord will pro-
vide for his people there. 

Of course, we on this end see how the 
door is swinging open for the Jews to come 
out of Russia wider and wider. They are 
pouring out of there by planeloads from all 
parts of Russia and now, for the first time, 
by the shiploads — entering Israel by the 
thousands every week. It is a massive brain 
drain for Russia as most all are highly 
educated. Per capita, Israel has more scien-
tists, chemists, physicists, engineers, archi-
tects and doctors than any nation on earth. 
They just need to fmd ways to put them all 
to work. The economy here is booming 
with construction going on everywhere. 
New housing and whole new towns are 
going up ... This is not to say there are not 
plenty of stresses, strains and pressures, but 
the general outlook is very positive and 
optimistic. 

Well, what will 1992 bring and what will 
we look back on a year from now — only the 
Lord knows. Who of us could have imag-
ined that the war in the Persian Gulf would 
end with the disappearance of the Soviet 
Union and Gorbachev out of a job, while 

Saddam Hussein is still in control of Iraq 
and her chemical weapons. Bush would 
like to enforce peace at all costs along with 
other Western leaders and establish a New 
World Order but he couldn't even bring 
stability to the Persian Gulf with all his 
efforts, and the EC (European Common 
Market) leaders have not been able to stop 
the civil war in Yugoslavia though they 
tried hard. "They shall cry Peace, Peace and 
there shall be no Peace" (Ezek. 13:10) but 
rather wars and rumors of wars. The Arabs 
neither want nor need peace with Israel. 
They have come to the Talks mainly for 
propaganda reasons with no intention of 
any compromise. Yet, when Israel is pushed 
against the wall and the talks fail, the whole 
world including America and the News 
media will blame Israel. That is when she 
will turn to her Creator more than ever 
before. Only the Prince of Peace has earned 
the right to establish Peace on the earth, and 
before he does so, there will be none. Our 
Father in heaven must be laughing to see the 
feeble, futile power games of leaders and 
nations. And what has happened to Russia 
and Gorbachev is just the beginning of the 
fulfillment of Isaiah 2:10-18. It will multi-
ply around the earth in God's timing..." 1:1 

Pearl Harbor in the Middle East 
Jerusalem Post, December 1991 
Joshua J. Adler 
While the former Communist East and the 
democratic West are starting to reduce both 
their conventional and nuclear forces, the Arab 
bloc is arming itself at an alarming pace with 
conventional, nuclear, biological and gas 
weaponry. 

Yesterday, December 7, was the 50th anni-
versary of the Japanese sneak attack on Pearl 
Harbor, which initiated the war in the Pacific ... 
More than anything else, what must be remem-
bered is that, prior to Dec. 1941, the U.S. had 
been supplying Japan with the raw materials, 
such as iron and steel, that Japan needed to build 
up its war machine. The planes, bombs and 
bullets which were to cause thousands of Ameri-
can casualties were produced from the same 
iron and steel that had been sent to Japan from 
the U.S. 

This practise of sending weapons to coun-
tries which later use them against their suppliers 
did not end with Pearl Harbor. Had the demo-
cratic countries, including the U.S., not supplied 
Iraq with its war-making material, there never 
would have been a Gulf war. And still the lesson 
of Pearl Harbor has not been learned. 

Immediately after the Gulf war, not only 
were arms shipments to Saudi Arabia increased, 
but even Syria, whose regime is no less brutal or 
expansionist-minded than Saddam Hussein's,  

was granted a few billion dollars as a cash 
reward for supporting the American-led coali-
tion against Iraq. 

What Syria did with the money should not 
have been a surprise to anyone: It was instantly 
used for the purchase of modem sophisticated 
weaponry rather than for food and other neces-
sities to improve the lot of its own people. 

At this moment, hundreds of newly im-
proved Scud missiles are on their way to Syria 
by sea. These Scuds are a direct threat to Israel, 
whose civilian population suffered from Iraqi 
Scuds during the Gulf war. Yet it is Israel that 
is being chastised by the U.S. and warned not to 
interfere with this arms shipment reaching its 
destination... 

According to an Israeli Radio report last 
month,a Soviet trade delegation was in Teheran 
negotiating the sale of the most modern aircraft 
in the Soviet arsenal to this fanatical regime. All 
these weapons are in addition to what China and 
other Far Eastern countries are selling to Iran as 
well as to other Arab countries. 

The unpleasant truth is that, by building up 
the Arab countries, both the West and the East-
ern bloc countries are not only encouraging 
another and more bloody war in the Middle East, 
they are putting their own freedom and security 
in jeopardy.... 

The military might of the Arab countries 
will, in a few years, not only match but may even  

outstrip that of Europe and the U.S. combined. 
It is also no secret that Islam aims to reassert its 
ancient power and imperialistic clout and ex-
pand its faith westward and northward as during 
the time of Mohammed and his successors. 

Europe and the West as yet do not wish to 
recognize this new danger and it seems that the 
temptation to make huge profits from weapons 
sales or raw materials which go into arms manu-
facturing 50 years after Pearl Harbor still con-
tinues to dominate the policies of most govern-
ments. 

Therefore, it is nothing but sheer hypocrisy 
to hear world leaders talk of peace as they 
continue to sell more and more weapons to 
Arab-Moslem countries... And if these leaders 
think that the Arab-Moslem world is only inter-
ested in destroying Israel and not in attacking 
the democratic Christian West they are fooling 
themselves. 

The "Saturday people" are only the first 
target in Islam's war of conquest before Islam 
tackles the "Sunday people." Therefore, if the 
West and its religious-democratic principles 
and the reformed Soviet Union wish to survive, 
they must take to heart what the philosopher 
George Santayana said, "Those who do not learn 
from history are doomed to relive it."... 

The writer is the managing editor of the 
Jewish Bible Quarterly and frequently writes 
and lectures on subjects pertaining to the Middle 
East. 



THE AFTERLIFE 

Percentage of Americans 
who say they believe in — 

HEAVEN HELL 

1990 
	

78% 60% 

1981 
	

71% 53% 

1965 
	

68% 54% 

1952 
	

72% 58% 

BELIEVERS IN 1990 
HEAVEN HELL 

Total 

Men 

Women 

78% 

74% 

81% 

60% 

59% 

61% 

Ages 18-29 84% 71% 

30-49 78% 61% 

50 and up 74% 54% 

Protestant 84% 66% 

Catholic 81% 57% 

Evangelical 91% 80% 

No religion 46% 36% 

Attend church 87% 67% 

Nonmembers 62% 48% 

CHANCES IN HELL 
Excellent or good chance 
of going to — 

HEAVEN HELL 

Total 78% 4% 

Men 73% 5% 

Women 81% 3% 

Ages 18-29 78% 3% 

30-49 80% 3% 

50 and up 76% 5% 

Protestant 80% 4% 

Catholic 76% 5% 

Evangelical 88% 3% 

No religion 61% 9% 

Attend church 83% 3% 

Nonmembers 65% 7% 

Note: This survey was conducted among 
1.108 Amencans in November 1990. 

USNILVIIR — Basic data; Gallup Organization 
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The Rekindling of Hell 
Record numbers of Americans now believe in a netherworld - 

and in a wide variety of after-death punishments. 

hese were the title words along with 
a macabre illustration on the cover of 
the March 25, 1991 issue of U.S. 
News & World Report. Seven pages 
of text and imaginary depictions of 
hell torments are given to the 
examination of the subject. Ranging 
from earliest Old Testament times to 
second century B.C. Judaism's 
adoption of a "fiery hell," the writers 

go on to the words of Jesus, to the early fathers, and to 
Luther and Calvin, and from thence to 18th, 19th and 20th 
century positions on the hell doctrine. 

Claiming that hell has roots in the Bible, the writers 
state that "Christians trace their belief in hell to the words 
of Jesus. As recorded in the gospels, he spoke of it often 
as a "fiery hell" and "unquenchable fire" awaiting those 
who reject God and defile themselves. They admit, 
however, that "much of what Christians believe about hell 
today is the result of centuries of theological development 
and literary imagination." While there is much of histori-
cal interest in the article as a whole, we are drawing 
excerpts (permission ofU.S. News & World Report) chiefly 
from the sub-title section: 

Revisiting the Abyss 
"In much of mainline Protestantism, modem Roman 

Catholicism and even in some evangelical churches, views 
of hell have changed in recent decades, and in some 
instances are still evolving. To many modern scholars, a 
literal hell is, 'part of an understanding of the cosmos that 
doesn't exist anymore,' says Stephen Patterson, Professor 
of New Testament at Eden Theological Seminary in St. 
Louis. 'Once we discovered we could create hell on earth,' 
says John Dominic Crossan of DePaul University in Chi-
cago, 'it became silly to talk about it in a literal sense.' 

"The Rev. John Meyendorff, dean of St. Vladimir's 
Orthodox Theology Seminary in New York, says most 
Orthodox Christians believe 'all will be raised' for the final 
judgment after which God will reign on earth. 'For those 
who desire that, it will be bliss,' says Meyendorff, 'but for 
those who hate it, it will be hell.' 

"The views of some Catholic theologians show a depar-
ture from traditional concepts of torture. To them hell has 
come to be perceived as a 'state of being' rather than a 
place. 'You can't dig far enough into the earth to find it,' 
says the Rev. Richard O'Brien, chairman of Theology at 
the University of Notre Dame. 

"In modem Judaism, the idea of a literal hell has been 
widely rejected since the 18th century when Moses 
Mendelssohn propounded the ideas that eternal punish-
ment is inconsistent with God's mercy. Also influential 
was the 12th century philosopher Moses Maimonides, who 
taught that Biblical references to heaven and hell were 
figurative. 

"Among evangelicals hell remains a central doctrine. 
But a more contentious debate is raging over the traditional 
view that the torments of hell are everlasting. That view is 
being challenged by a small but influential group of 
scholars who argue that it is based more on pagan philosopy 
and classical literature than on the Bible itself. Two highly 
regarded theologians, Clark Pinnock of McMaster Divin-
ity College, Hamilton, Ont., and John R. W. Stott, presi- 

dent of the London Institute for Contemporay Chris-
tianity, and Philip Hughes a noted Anglican clergy-
man and author contend that rather than suffering 
endlessly those who ultimately reject God will be 
put out of existence in the 'consuming fire' of hell. 

"Those who hold this view - called 
'annihilationism' - point to the New Testament 
passages that speak of 'eternal destruction' and 
'second death' for those who do not know God, and 
to the Old Testament prophet Ezekiel's declaration 
that 'the soul that sins shall die.' They raise ethical 
arguments, as well. 'How can Christians possibly 
project a deity of such cruelty and vindictiveness' as 
to inflict 'everlasting torture upon his creatures 
however sinful they may have been?' Pinnock asked 
recently in the Criswell Theological Review. 'A 
God who would do such a thing,' said Pinnock, is 
'more nearly like Satan than God.' Stott contends 
that in biblical imagery, fire's main function is to 
destroy and that while the 'fire of hell' may be 
eternal and unquenchable' it would be very odd if 
what is thrown into it proves indestructible. And 
Hughes argues that the traditional belief in unending 
punishment is linked to the erroneous belief in the 
'innate immortality' of the soul - a belief, he says, 
that is based more on Plato than on the Bible. 'The 
immortality of which the Christian is assured is not 
inherent in himself or in his soul but is bestowed by 
God,.' says Hughes. He notes Jesus' admonition to 
his disciples in Matthew 10:28 not to fear men, who 
can kill only the body, but rather God, 'who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell.' 

"Defenders of the traditional view disagree, 
citing scriptures referring to hell as a place of 
everlasting punishment 'where there will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth.' That, says David Wells, 
Theology Professor at Gordon-Conwell Theologi-
cal Seminary in Massachusetts, 'would hardly be 
true of those who do not exist.' Traditionalists also 
argue that annihilationism takes some of the punch 
out of gospel preaching. To tell the unrepentant that 
the worst fate that could befall them is extinction, 
says Harold O.J. Brown, a Theology Professor at 
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, 'makes con-
tinuing in sin seem less risky.'" 

This essay on "Hell" in a popular weekly is a 
salutary development in light of the comments drawn 
from "the contentious debate raging over the tradi-
tional view, that the torments of hell are everlast-
ing." To read correct Biblical statements from 
Bible scholars - more than 100 years after Pastor 
Charles T. Russell ably challenged the "Hell tor-
ment" creed for which he was castigated by the 
clergy - can be viewed as a vindication from the 
Lord. 

These findings of U. S. News & World Report in 
the rekindling of belief in this blasphemous doc-
trine, implies a return to decadent unreason as seen 
in society's unrestrained behaviour of our time. 
Could humanity be entering another dark night? 
Ed. 

"Wherefore the Lord said...their fear toward 
me is taught by the precept of men." Isaiah 29:13 

BIBLE STUDENTS NEWSLETTER, SPRING 1992 
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The Bible Students Newsletter has entered its 20th year of 
publication with the Winter issue of 1991, We look back in love 
and praise on the showers of blessings and near-miraculous help we 
have received from the Lord these 19 years past. Gradually, we 
have been shown our own inadequacies and have learned to look to 
our Captain for guidance in all things. In retrospect, we see our 
mistakes of judgment, and how the Lord has overruled them, which 
brings us to another aspect of our cause for gratitude. 

Throughout these years you, our brethren readers, have been 
most indulgent - not because you lacked cause for criticism - you 
seldom voiced it. We believe this restraint was due to your 
acceptance of the spirit - not the letter - of our work. This has been 
a rich lesson to us in brotherly kindness and love. We have learned 
also to appreciate increasingly your faith, patience and generosity 
of spirit in your attitude toward us. 

A third cause for thankfulness has been our privilege of report-
ing the various projects of ecclesias and brethren whose zeal for 
the Lord and His Truth have produced so many newsworthy 
stories. Those who make the news, in a sense, have kept the 
Newsletter afloat. Often we have been chilled by an approaching 
deadline and the prospect of a non-issue - How can we possibly 
fill 16 pages? Often the Lord has kept us in this state until nearer 
the time - then news of incredible privileges of service have come 
in. This utter dependence on the Lord has deepened our faith in 
His ability to furnish news worthy of your reading. It would be 
presumption on our part to attempt to serve the Church of the 
Living God with anything less than factual reports of substance, 
given the purpose of the Newsletter. 

For most of the years past, the work has been done by brethren 
of the former "Bible Students Ecclesia of Dayton." The few 
remaining of that ecclesia have joined with the former "Piqua Bible 
Students" (reported earlier) to form the "Miami Valley Bible 
Students Ecclesia" - the current sponsors of the Newsletter. Those 
of us carried over are rejoicing in the new arrangements in place, 
for a more efficient operation of the Newsletter. We trust we can 
now keep the quarterly issues on schedule. 

And so, for your continuing love, patience, confidence and 
support of this work, and the marked intervention of heavenly 
guidance received, we have cause for the greatest thankfulness to 
God! 

Financial report 
Funds at Jan. 1, 1991 $11,499 
Income 

Contributions $4,979 
Interest 136 
Dividends 521 

Total Income 5.636 
Total Funds 17,135 

Expenses 
Postage 1,607 
Graphics 1,400 
L.D. Calls 241 
Supplies/Serv. 390 

Total Expenses 3,638 
Total Funds Dec. 31, 1991 $13,497 

Japan from page 7 
For two hours, Sr. Junko, Sr. Mari, Sr. Peg and Tatsumi Katsuno 

and I discussed the Truth with her. Through her private study she 
had concluded that Jesus was the Son of God and not a god in the 
flesh. She asked why the ministers taught differently. She 
appreciated the purpose of the permission of evil and thus it 
removed her bitterness toward God and restored her faith in Him 
and the Scriptures. Through the Lord's providence in changing the 
meeting location, it will make it possible for her to attend the 
meetings now. 

The neighborhood barber and I were having a discussion. After 
about 30 minutes he stated, "that we both speak each other's 
language poorly, but he thought that we both loved the Lord very 
much." As a result we met his minister and assistant, which opened 
an opportunity for an additional witness. 

In Osaka, the Yamanos introduced us to the director of a Pre-
school. She is interested in the Bible and wanted to spend time with 
us. We visited her school and spent the evening over dinner with 
her. We also communicated by mail. The Yamanos are maintain-
ing contact with her, as are we. She plans to visit us in the U.S. 
within the year for further discussion. 

Another nice experience among the many was being invited to 
the home of one of the popular movie stars for tea and a discussion. 
We read her interview by the media in which she stated that even 
with all the popularity and recognition for her talent, at the end of 
the day there was an empty feeling. We wished an interview to 
discuss the fulfillment that a relationship with God and His Word 
can give. By providentual overruling through Sr. Mari, we were 
invited to her home. It proved to be an opporunity for a witness and 
discussion. Her husband, who is a producer, was unable to be 
present. He is a reader of the Scriptures, and was delighted to learn  

from Sr. Mari in another conversation that the Lord is present and 
has control of earth's affairs. 

Another valuable experience and discussion resulted from an 
association at the Kitasato Medical School with two Chinese 
medical doctors from Tianjin, China. We compared religious 
beliefs and discussed at some length the background of their 
thinking. Communism in China suppresses religious expression. 
Consequently people are reluctant to expose their inner self to 
anyone else. Nevertheless, we had a nice exchange with them and 
were invited to visit them in their home in Tianjin, during our stay 
in Japan, but it could not be arranged. 

These are just a few of the many opportunities that we had of 
sharing the blessings and knowledge of the Lord and His Plan with 
others. Of course, it was also thrilling as those with whom we met 
regularly began to understand more of the depths of His wonderful 
plan. 

We long for the completion of the New Creation and the time 
when the veil of ignorance and superstition is removed and the holy 
Spirit poured out on all flesh. Then all can know Him from the least 
to the greatest and receive the water of life freely. Rev. 22:17 ❑ 

The Memorial Supper 
Thursday evening, April 16, 1992 

(after six o'clock) 

"...For even Christ our passover 
is sacrificed for us..." 1 Cor. 5:7 
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Conventions 
"0 magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name forever." Psa. 34:3 

April 3-5 Seattle, Washington. North Seattle Bible Students, St. 
Thomas Center, 14500 Juanita Drive NE, Bothell, WA - Ph. (206) 823-
1300. Eight Speakers. Theme Text: Hebrews 12:3. Opens Fri. 1:15; 
Baptismal Sat. 10:45. Contact Chairman for information Don Canell, 
19412 82nd P1 West, Edmonds, WA 98026. Ph. (206) 778-2933. 

April 4,5 Columbus, Ohio Pre - Memorial, Columbus Bible Students. 
Whitehall Community Park, 340 Woodcliff Road; parallels Hamilton 
Road to the east. Between Broad Street and Fifth Ave. Five Speakers. Sat. 
6:30; Baptismal service. Accommodations: Ed and Luann Winske, 2441 
Chambers Ave., Columbus, OH 43223. (614) 276-4947 

April 5 Groton, Connecticut Groton, New London & Westerly 
Ecclesias, Groton Municipal Bldg, at Clarence B. Sharp Hwy. Exit 87. 
Opens 10 A.M., three speakers. Information from the Secretary: Mark 
Grillo, 70 Pautipaug Hill Rd, Baltic, CT 06330. Ph. (203) 822-6085. 

April 11-12 Wilmington, Delaware Wilmington-Chesapeake City 
Ecclesia, Pre-Memorial Annual, Pilot School, 100 Garden of Eden Rd. 
Five speakers. Theme Text: Romans 13:13; Sat. 2:15; Baptismal 
Secretary: Mrs. A. T. Armstrong, 211 Harrison Ave, New Castle, DE 
19720; (302) 328-7673 

April 17-19 Winnipeg, Manitoba Windsor Park Inn, 1034 Elizabeth Rd. 
at Lagimodiere Blvd. (Ri 59/20) Phone: (204) 253-2641. Five speakers. 
Theme text: II Peter 3:14. Study Fri. 8 p.m. Accommodations: Br. Frank 
Boychuk, 263 Moray St., Winnipeg, MB. R3J 3A4. (204) 888-0784. 

April 24-26 Omaha, Nebraska Nebraska Bible Students. O'Donnell 
Center, Hummel Park. Theme text:1 Peter 4:7. Four speakers. Study on 
"Prayer" Sat. 9:30 - 12 Noon. Closes Sun. 3 P.M. Information from the 
Secretary: Mrs. Paul Lagno, 5412 North Oaks Blvd, Omaha, NE 68134, 
Ph (402) 571-3715 or 573-8816. 

May 2,3 Detroit, Michigan Annual, Assoc. Bible Students of Metro 
Detroit. Whitmore-Bolles School, 21501 Whitmore St, Dearborn, (313) 
277-9468. Secretary: Mrs. A. Malinowski, 1701 Waverly Dr, Trenton, 
MI 48185 

May 3 Hartford, Connecticut Hartford Bible Students, Mt. Cannel 
Hall, 30 Olde Roberts St, E. Hartford. Contact Secretary for information: 
Mrs. Daniel Slivinsky, 42 Andrew Dr, E. Hartford, CT 06108. Ph (203) 
289-0116. 

May 16,17 Vancouver, British Columbia Vancouver Ecclesia of Bible 
Students, Seventh Adventist Church, 5350 Baillie St. Opens Sat. 2:30. Six 
speakers. For Reservations: Mrs. C.A. Zufelt, #1007-845 Bute St, 
Vancouver, BC V6E 4A1. Ph (604) 685-6500. 

May 23-25 Chicago, Illinois Chicago Bible Students Decoration Day 
Annual. Elk Grove HighSchool, 500 W. Elk Grove Blvd. Six speakers. 
For information write the Secretary: Daniel Larson, 5445, W. 149th St, 
Oak Forest, IL 60452. (708) 535-2066. 

June 7 Waterbury, Connecticut Associated Bible Students Annual. 
Y.W.C.A. Bldg. 80 Prospect St. Secretary: Mrs. A. Tsimonis, P.O. Box 
1494, Waterbury, CT 06721 

We regret the inconvenience to our brethren in Denver due to our error 
of listing their convention under July instead of June in the last issue. Ed. 

June 12-14 Denver, Colorado. Colorado Bible Students, American 
Motel, 1-70 & Kipling, Exit 267, Wheat Ridge, CO, Ph (303) 422-7200. 
Six speakers. Theme Text: Eph. 6:11-17. Opens Fri. 12, 7 P.M. Panel: 
"The Whole Armour of God," Sat. 2:45. Make all reservations through 
Br. Jim Moss, 13005 W. 15th Drive, Golden, CO 80401, Ph (303) 238-
4936. 

June 13,14 Hope, Indiana Bible Students Ecclesia of Hope, Custer-
Baker Middle School, Franklin, Ind. Five Speakers. Secretary: Mrs. 
David Chastain, 14950 North - 300 East, Hope, IN 47246 

June 19-21 Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, Allentown Bible Students, 
Moravian College. Five speakers. Contact: Margaret Young, Apt. 2-12 
Moravian Bldg #2, Bethlehem, PA 18018. Ph (215) 867-5418. 

June 26-28 Salem, Oregon Salem Bible Students Annual. Scottish Rite 
Temple, 4090 Commercial St, SE. For programs & information contact 
Secretary: Mrs Leonard Moore, 1488 Barnes Ave. SE, Salem, OR 97306 

July 3-5 New Brunswick, New Jersey Fourth of July Annual. Douglass 
College. Theme Text: Rev. 3:21, seven speakers. Fri. 10:15am-8:30pm 
study: Book of Revelation; "Kernel Point" sessions Sat.: "What are 
Lessons from Gideon's Band - Present and Future?"; "What is the Mind 
of Christ?"; Sun.: "Is 1881 Really Significant?"; "What is Role of Church 
as Queen?" Direct inquiries to secretary: Mrs. 0. B. Elbert, 113 Kamm, 
South River, NJ 08882. Ph. (908) 390-1292 

July 3-5 Prince Albert, Saskatchewan N. Sask. Bible Students, East 
Central School. Six speakers, Baptismal. Information from Secretary: 
Mrs. Adam Siwak, RR 1, Prince Albert, Sask. Ph (306) 764-7692. 

July 15-19 Louisville, Kentucky Indiana-Ohio Ecclesias' Annual, 
Hurstbourne Convention Center in Louisville. Fifteen discourses 
including Baptismal Service, three Testimony Meetings, a Vesper 
Service, a Panel/Question Session on Theme Text: 1 Peter 3:8 (RSV), and 
Public showing: "For This Cause." Registration handled by hotel in 
complex. Information and programs mailed in April. Convention 
Secretary: James Heeg, 1732 Merrydale Rd, Springfield, OH 45503-
5914, Ph (513) 390-3246. 

August 1,2 East Amherst, New York Western New York Bible 
Students. Three speakers. For programs and information contact the 
Secretary: Mrs. A. MacAlister, 46 Paradise Rd, East Amherst, NY 14051 

August 21-23 Portland, Oregon. Portland Area Bible Students Annual 
Study Convention. Two topics: Establishment of the Kingdom, and Book 
of Esther. University of Portland. Secretary: Rhoda Ryba, 14690 SE 
119th Ave, Clackamas, OR 97015. 

September 5-7 Villa Park, Illinois West Suburban (IL) Bible Students. 
Best Western Four Seasons Motel, Park Blvd. at Roosevelt Road, Glen 
Ellyn. Theme text, Psalm 90:12. Nine speakers; Panel: Psalm 46. 
Accommodations: Mrs. Leonard Szczesny, 125 Charles Ave, Villa Park, 
IL 60181. Ph (708) 833-7110. 

September 26,27 Piqua, Ohio Miami Valley Bible Students, Y.W.C.A. 
418 N. Wayne Ph (513) 773-6626. Four speakers. Information from 
Secretary: Richard Peddemors, 14791 Lampert Rd, St. Marys, OH 45885, 
Ph (419) 394-4658. 

October 23 -25 Connellsville, Pennsylvania Connellsville Bible 
Students, Conley Inn, New Stanton, PA Five speakers. Babysitting 
arrangements. Information from Mrs. Wesley (Toni) Cramer, RD 1, Box 
326-C, Monongahela, PA 15063. Ph (412) 258-2585. 

Europe 1992 
August 8-14 Poitiers, France Sixth Biennial International Convention 
of Bible Students. Request information from International Convention, 
1425 Lachman Lane, Pacific Palisades, CA 90272 

Mid East 1993 
April 19-25 (Option 2- to May 1) Jerusalem, Israel Information from 
Mrs Russell Shallieu, Convention Secretary: 1011 Johnston Dr, 
Watchung, NJ 07060-6414 USA. Telephone: (908) 756-4954. 
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In This Issue 

 

Statement of Purpose 
The Bible Students Newsletter is sponsored by the Miami V alley Bible Students 
Ecclesia (Ohio) whose elders are its Editorial Committee. It is published as a 
cooperative effort of Bible Students who believe in the doctrines presented in 
the Holy Scriptures as revealed by our returned Lord through his faithful and 
wise servant, the late Pastor Charles Taze Russell, and promulgated through the 
Six Volumes of Studies in the Scriptures, Tabernacle Shadows and other of the 
Pastor's writings. 

Its purpose is to disseminate news and information, other than doctrinal 
matters, of interest among Bible Students aforementioned. 

Ecclesias and individual brethren are invited to submit authentic information 
for publication, subject to approval by the Editorial Committee. News items 
should be verified before submitting, as the sponsors cannot assume 
responsibility for their accuracy. 

Israeli Leaders Get Witness 
900 See Israel A.V. 
Turn in Water Crisis 
More Study Helps: Chicago 
Hell Rekindled 

5 
9 

11 
11 
13 

Deadline for Summer Issue, June 1, 1992 

To Us The Scriptures Clearly Teach .... 
... that the Church is the "Temple of the Living God" — peculiarly "his 
workmanship"; that its construction has been in progress throughout the 
Gospel Age — ever since Christ became the world's Redeemer and the 
Chief Corner Stone of this Temple, through which, when finished, God's 
blessing shall come to "all people" and they find access to him. —1 Cor. 
3:16, 17; Eph. 2:20-22; Gen. 28:14; Gal. 3:29 
... that Meantime the Chiseling, the shaping, and polishing of conse-
crated believers in Christ's atonement for sin, progresses; and when the 
last of these "living stones," "elect and precious," shall have been made 
ready, the Great Master Workman will bring all together in the First Resur-
rection; and the Temple shall be filled with his glory, and be the meeting 
place between God and men throughout the Millennium. — Rev. 15:5-8. 

... that the Basis of Hope for the Church and the world lies in the fact 
that 'Jesus Christ by the grace of God, tasted death for every man," "a 

ransom for all," and will be "the true light which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world," "in due time." — Heb. 2:9; John 1:9; 1 Tim. 2:5, 6. 
...that the Hope of the Church is that she may be like her Lord, "see him 
as he is," be "partakers of the Divine Nature," and share his glory as his 
joint-heir. — 1 John 3:2; John 17:24; Rom. 8:17; 2 Pet. 1:4. 

. that the Present Mission of the Church is the perfecting of the saints 
for the future work of service; to develop in herself every grace; to be 
God's witness to the world; and to prepare to be kings and priests in the 
next Age. — Eph. 4:12; Matt. 24:14; Rev. 1:6; 20:6. 
... that the Hope for the World lies in the blessings of knowledge and 
opportunity to be brought to all by Christ's Millennial Kingdom — the 
restitution of all that was lost in Adam, to all the willing and obedient, at 
the hands of their Redeemer and his glorified Church — when all the 
willfully wicked will be destroyed. — Acts 3:19-23; Isa. 35. 
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